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New  Media  Resources  Committee  Meets  Centenary 


Highlights  Of  Ministers’ 
Week  at  Perkins  listed 


Audit  Workshop  Held 


interest  group  discussions. 

Registration  will  begin  at  9  a.m.,  and 
the  seminar  will  end  by  4  p.m.  A  $20  per 
person  registration  fee,  or  $15  per  person 
when  three  or  more  people  from  the 
same  church  attend,  will  be  charged.  To 
register,  or  for  more  information, 
contact:  Seminar  Registration, 

Cokesbury  Service  Center,  P.0.  Box  801, 
Nashville,  TN  37202, 615/749-6113. 


Reaching'-^*  ^  Sharing 
Teaching  Caring 

Sunday  School  Extension 


Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Conference  Director  of  Financial  Affairs  (inset),  is  shown 
conducting  one  of  the  seminars  held  in  Baton  Rouge  and  Ruston  in  preparation  for  the 
audits  of  the  Pastors’  1983  Reports.  Pastors  will  bring  their  1983  Local  Church  Reports 
to  district  centers  on  dates  assigned  by  their  district  superintendents  beginning 
January  10  through  January  13, 1984. 


Sunday  School  Workshop 
To  Be  Held  March  1 0 

How  can  you  enrich  your  Sunday 
school  program  or  make  it  grow?  What 
are  the  questions  you  need  to  ask?  Who 
should  be  responsible  for  growth  and 
renewal?  What  resources  are  available? 

These  and  many  other  questions  will  be 
answered  on  March  10  at  the  “Sunday 
School  Growth  and  Renewal  Workshop’’ 
at  Broadmoor  UMC,  10230  Mollylea, 

Baton  Rouge.  The  Louisiana  Conference, 

Cokesbury  Educational  Services  of  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House,  the 
Curriculum  Resources  Committee  and 
the  Section  on  Christian  Education  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  (BOD)  are 
sponsoring  the  event. 

Participants  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  learn  practical  information,  both 
methods  and  resources,  to  help  develop 
and  refresh  Sunday  School  programs. 

Leaders  for  the  workshop  will  be  Roy 
Ryan,  executive  director  church  school 
teacher/leader  training.  Section  on 
Christian  Education,  BOD;  Walter 
Willis,  director  of  ethnic  minority  local 
church  education,  Section  on  Christian 
Education,  BOD;  Bill  Smith,  minister  of 
Christian  education,  Highland  Park 
UMC,  Dallas;  and  June  White,  pastor  of 
Crockett  Place  UMC,  Galveston. 

The  Sunday  School  Growth  and 
Renewal  Workshop  is  designed  to  help 
people  gain  a  greater  appreciation  of  the 
importance  of  the  Sunday  School  as  a 
way  of  helping  people  to  become  a  part  of 
the  church.  It  is  designed  for  pastors, 
church  school  teachers,  superinten¬ 
dents/administrators,  DCEs,  evange¬ 
lism  &  education  chairpersons,  church 
growth  chairpersons  and  people  interest¬ 
ed  in  Sunday  school  growth  and  renewal. 

Churches  are  urged  to  send  at  least 
four  persons  to  the  one-day  workshop. 

This  will  allow  churches  to  have  a 
representative  in  each  group  and  the 
opportunity  to  plan,  while  at  the 
workshop,  for  Sunday  school  growth  and 
for  revitalizing  present  programs  in  their 
local  church. 

.  Participants  will  hear  a  presentation 
on  Sunday  school  growth  and  renewal 
and  then  participate  in  age-level  groups 
(children,  youth,  adult,  administrators) 
to  explore  the  meaning  of  Sunday  school 
growth  and  renewal  as  it  relates  to  their 
area  of  concern  and  presentation.  After 
lunch,  there  will  be  two  sessions  of 


The  Homecoming  Services  held  at  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ringgold. 
Louisiana  were  blessed  by  Mr.  Clyde  Watts  (center)  as  he  presented  a  $50,000  Trust 
Fund  to  Mrs.  Audra  Fletcher,  Chairperson  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  The  fund  will  be 
held  at  the  Bank  of  Ringgold  with  the  church  receiving  the  interest  to  be  used  in  Local 
Church  Ministries.  Joe  D.  Solomon,  Pastor  of  the  Ringgold  Charge,  is  on  the  right. 


On  December  15,  the  second  newly- 
formed  committee  of  the  Conference,  the 
Media  Resources  Committee,  met  and 
began  extensive  planning  for  the 
program  of  the  Resource  Center. 

Rev.  Deen  Thompson,  pastor  of  the 
Blackwater  United  Methodist  Church, 
will  serve  as  the  chairperson  for  the  new 
committee.  Lou  Alexander,  secretary  to 
the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  and  Baton 
Rouge-Lafayette  district  superinten¬ 
dents,  will  serve  as  Committee  secre¬ 
tary.  Other  members  of  the  Committee 
are  Inez  Chrisentery,  Helen  Brock,  Lou 
Montgomery  and  Velma  Fallen;  Ex-offi¬ 
cio  members  Harvey  Williamson, 
Patterson  Culligan,  Elwood  Fleming  and 
Amy  Ward;  and  the  Resource  Center  Co¬ 
ordinator,  Julie  Harris. 

This  Committee,  like  the  Communi¬ 
cations  Committee,  was  proposed  by  the 
Planning  and  Research  Committee  and 
approved  by  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries.  It  will  be  a  committee  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries  and  accountable  to 
it. 

The  work  of  the  Committee  will 
include: 

*  Setting  policy  on  rentals,  insurance, 
losses  and  fees. 

*  Previewing  new  audio-visuals  (films, 
film-strips,  and  video  tapes)  for 
purchase  to  upgrade  the  media  section  of 
the  Resource  Center. 


To  Present 
6GodspelT 

The  Centenary  College  Choir  will  enter 
into  a  new  phase  of  their  programming 
with  a  full-scale  production  of  the 
exciting  Broadway  musical  Godspell  in 
January.  Four  performances  are  set  for 
the  production  in  the  Performing  Arts 
Center  Theatre  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  at  8:00  p.m.  on  January  20  and  21, 
and  at  3:00  p.m.  on  January  21  and  22. 

The  choir  is  presenting  this  musical 
dramatization  of  the  gospel  as  a  part  of 
the  special  Interim  Program  of 
Centenary  College.  Godspell  will  be 
under  the  musical  direction  of  Will 
Andress;  the  stage  director  will  be 
Richard  Schmidt;  and  the 
choreographer  will  be  Carol  Anglin. 

Tickets  for  the  production  are 
available  from  members  of  the  choir  or 
from  the  Performing  Arts  Center,  Head 
of  Texas  Street,  Shreveport,  LA  71101. 
The  box  office  opens  January  4th  from 
10:00  a.m.-5:00  p.m.  for  pick  up  and 
telephone  orders  (318/424-0922).  The 
tickets  are  $5.00  each  with  a  ten  percent 
reduction  for  ten  or  more  tickets  as  a 
group. 

Following  this  January  production,  the 
group  will  take  the  show  on  the  road  and 
will  be  available  for  sponsorship  in 
churches  throughout  the  conference.  It 
can  be  an  excellent  fund-raiser  project  for 
churches  and  youth  groups.  Contact  Dr. 
Will  Andress  (318/424-7771)  for  further 
information  on  sponsoring  the  production 
in  your  local  church. 


Robert  T.  Handy  Takes 
Historical  View 

Dr.  Handy  opens  the  celebration  of  the 
Bicentennial  of  Methodism,  reviewing 
the  founding  Christmas  Conference  of 
1784,  tracing  the  expansion  westward, 
and  examining  the  tensions  between  its 
founding  principles  and  later 
developments  in  the  growing 
denomination.  Professor  of  Church 
History  at  Union  Theological  Seminary, 
New  York,  Handy  presents  the  three 
Fondren  Lectures  on  Monday  night  and 
Tuesday  morning,  February  6  and  7,  in 
McFarlin  Auditorium  on  the  SMU 
campus. 


James  T.  Laney  Addresses 
Future  For  United  Methodists 

Dr.  Laney  will  interact  with  a  panel  of 
respondents  to  project  towards  the  future 
for  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Departing  from  the  formal  lecture 
format,  Laney  will  present  an  overview 
of  each  of  three  topics,  with  response  by 
Dr.  Thomas  Trotter,  Nashville;  Dr.  John 
Ogden,  Richardson,  TX;  and  Reverend 
Janice  Riggle  Huie,  Mason,  Texas.  The 
President  of  Emory  University,  Atlanta, 
Laney  presents  the  Jackson  Lecture 
series  on  Tuesday  night  and  Wednesday 
morning,  February  7  and  8,  for  the  1984 
Ministers’  Week  at  SMU. 


Regional  Role  of  Church 
Stressed  in  Peyton  Lectures 

Dr.  Margaret  N.  Maxey,  Chair  of  Free 
Enterprise,  UT,  Austin,  and  Professor 
John  Deschner  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  propose  the  regional 
implications  of  church  life  with  the 
approach  of  the  new  century  for  the 
Peyton  Lectures  on  Thursday,  February 
9,  the  final  day  of  Ministers’  Week.  Dr. 
Maxey  examines  the  role  of  the  Church 
amid  issues  of  growth  and  responsible 
control  in  the  developing  Southwest.  Dr. 
Deschner,  a  long-time  faculty  member 
in  Theology  at  Perkins,  was  elected  as 
Moderator’  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  Commission  on  Faith  and 
Order  in  1983. 

Worship,  Church  Issues 
Workshops  Also  Scheduled 

Bishop  James  M.  Ault,  Pittsburgh, 
Secretary  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  addresses 
issues  expected  at  the  General 
Conference  during  the  Ministers’  Week 
Luncheon,  Wednesday,  February  8.  The 
importance  of  worship  in  the  life  of  the 
church  will  be  celebrated  at  the  8:00  p.m. 
evening  session  in  McFarlin  Auditorium, 
when  Dr.  Walker  Railey  and  the  Chancel 
Choir  of  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Dallas,  lead  a  worship  celebration  of  the 
Bicentennial.  Dr.  Victor  P.  Furnish  of 
the  Perkins  faculty  will  preside. 


Song  of  the  Vineyard 

By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Isaiah  5:1-7 

Isaiah  was  a  teacher  who  used  different  methods  of  teaching.  But,  primarily,  he  was 
a  prophet  who  listened  to  God’s  voice  and  proclaimed  the  great  truths  he  found 
revealed  to  him. 

One  of  his  interesting  teaching  methods  is  found  in  today’s  scripture  lesson.  It  is  a 
parable,  unusual  in  Old  Testament  writings,  a  parable  which  turns  into  allegory  in 
order  to  make  its  point  perfectly  clear  and  beyond  misunderstanding. 

This  parable  of  the  vineyard  is  one  of  unrequited  love.  “Vineyard"  is  a  rather 
common  metaphor  for  a  bride,  and  the  term  “beloved”  (as  found  in  the  first  verse  of 
Isaiah  5)  comes  from  a  Hebrew  word  which  can  be  translated  “friend.”  So,  Isaiah  is 
taking  the  place  of  the  best  man  when  for  his  friend  he  sings  a  song  about  love  which 
concerns  his  young  wife. 

What  has  this  bridegroom  (owner  of  the  vineyard)  done  on  behalf  of  his  bride 
(vineyard)?  He  has  picked  a  prime  location  and  carefully  prepared  the  ground  for 
planting.  He  has  chosen  the  best  seed  stock  available  and  planted  the  fertile  ground. 
Then  he  has  protected  the  expected  crop  from  thieves.  Looking  forward  to  the 
harvest,  he  has  prepared  a  wine  vat  to  accomodate  the  mature  fruit.  The  people  Israel 
would  recognize  this  figurative  language  and  would  know  that  his  parable  concerned 
the  tender,  protective  love  of  a  husband  for  his  wife.  But,  they  probably  did  not 
recognize  themselves  as  one  of  the  main  protagonists. 

In  spite  of  all  preparations  and  precaution,  wild  grapes,  bitter  and  unusable,  are 
produced.  What  went  wrong?  How  could  so  much  care,  concern,  and  love  fail?  The 
bridegroom  asks  for  judgment  to  be  made  on  the  situation  —  “Judge  between  me  and 
my  vineyard ...”  and  judgement  follows. 

With  the  implementation  of  judgment  the  parable  becomes  allegory,  and  the  people 
should  have  begun  to  understand  their  part  in  the  story.  The  husband/ owner 
commands  the  clouds  to  withhold  rain.  Since  only  God  has  such  power,  the 
husband/owner  must  be  God.  Finally,  in  verse  seven,  Isaiah  leaves  nothing  to  the 
imagination,  proclaiming  precisely  the  identity  of  husband/owner  ( Lord  of  hosts )  and 
wife/vineyard  (listeners).  The  terms  “House  of  Israel"  and  “men  of  Judah"  could 
represent  the  two  kingdoms  (Judah  and  Israel)  or  could  be  synonymous.  Whatever, 
this  parable  tells  of  God  relating  to  his  children  in  love  and  of  these  children  turning 
their  backs  on  God. 

Since  it  is  often  difficult  for  us  of  the  twentieth  century  to  fully  comprehend  the 
subtleties  of  the  languages  from  which  our  scriptures  are  translated,  it  might  be 
interesting  to  note  that  Isaiatrptay?  on  words" irrtms  parabiF’s  seventh  verse  The 
yield  of  the  vineyard  which  God  expected  was  “mishpat”  or  “justice,"  but  the  yield 
He  received  was  “mispach”  or  "bloodshed."  God  looked  for  “tsedaquah”  or 
righteousness,”  but  he  found  “tseaquah"  or  “a  cry  .  .  .  from  the  oppressed."  The 
bitter  fruit  was  social  injustice  which  would  call  down  God’s  judgment  upon  the 
people. 

Later  Isaiah  rephrased  this  parable,  adding  a  note  of  hope,  (Isaiah  27:2-5).  And, 
much  later,  it  provided  a  familiar  basis  for  Jesus’  parable  of  the  vineyard  (Mark  12). 
Today,  we  need  only  to  put  ourselves  into  the  picture  to  understand  the  message 
intended  for  us. 

Surely,  we  have  been  blessed,  cared  for,  and  loved  just  as  were  the  people  of 
Israel.  And,  surely,  we  have  turned  our  backs  on  our  divine  destinies.  Have  we 
provided  the  harvest  God  intended  us  to  bear?  Have  we  been  responsive  to  His  trust? 
Have  we  been  good  stewards  of  our  blessings,  not  the  least  of  which  is  His  Good  News 
to  be  found  in  Christ  Jesus?  And,  are  we  not  judging  ourselves  when  we  fail  to  live 
according  to  His  will  for  our  Lives? 

Do  you  recognize  yourself  in  this  scripture  lesson? 


Ringgold  Receives  Trust  Fund 


Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 


Editorials:  Does  church  have  a  role 
to  play  in  the  rehabilitation 

of  criminals?  . Page  2 

Ft.  Worth,  Texas  church  offers  worship 

services  for  allergy  victims _ Page  3 

Survey  finds  most  UM  clergy 

happy  in  job . Page  4 

My  Witness :  Church  work  is  good 

news  in  hard  times . Page  2 

U.S.  bishops  visit  Zimbabwe  to 


UMW  Sunday  is  January  22 

Discussing  plans  for  United  Methodist  Women's  Sunday  are  (left  to  right)  Nell 
Read,  Conference  President  of  United  Methodist  Women;  Norma  Winegeart, 
Conference  Vice  President  of  United  Methodist  Women;  and  Fran  Hall,  Conference 
Chairperson  on  Membership.  United  Methodist  Women’s  Sunday  will  be  observed  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference  on  January  22,  1984,  and  thereafter  on  the  fourth  Sunday  of 
January  each  year. 
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Mrs.  Julie  Harris,  pictured  above,  has  been  added  to  the  La.  Conference  clerical 
staff  as  Coordinator  of  the  Resource  Center.  Mrs.  Harris,  a  native  of  Monroe,  has 
lived  in  Baton  Rouge  since  January,  1983.  She  is  the  mother  of  two  sons,  Steven,  8,  and 


Joseph,  2. 

*  Evaluating  the  quality  and  content  of 
present  audio-visuals. 

*  Updating  yearly  the  Media 
Resources  Catalog. 

*  Helping  districts  and  local  churches 
with  a  delivery  system  that  will  get  more 
A-Vs  into  the  small  churches  of  the 
Conference. 

*  Planning  Media  Festivals,  in 


collaboration  with  the  Communications 
Committee. 

*  Publicizing  films  and  videotapes  in 
The  Louisiana  United  Methodist, 
coordinated  mailing  and  district  and 
local  church  bulletins  and  newsletters. 

The  Committee  will  work  closely  with 
Mrs.  Julie  Harris,  the  new  Coordinator  of 
the  Resource  Center. 


Change  in 
Appointment 


Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway  announced 
the  following  appointment,  effective 
January  1, 1984: 

Robert  J.  Wagener  from  Wesley 
Foundation-Tulane  University  to  Special 
Appointment  —  University  of  San  Diego. 
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Does  church  have  a  role  to  play 
in  the  rehabilitation  of  criminals? 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


WE  KNOW  6C0 
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BUT  WITH  T0PAYS 
SOPMISTICATK? 
MEXHCAL  TKMHOL- 
06 Y  WE  mi  PONT 
KEEP  HIM  A4  A4U0H 


Few  persons  would  question  the  need 
to  reduce  crime  in  our  society.  There  is 
much  less  argument  on  how  to  satisfy 
this  need. 

For  centuries  the  emphasis  was  on 
swift,  severe  punishment.  The  emphasis 
has  shifted  during  recent  decades  to  pro¬ 
grams  designed  to  rehabilitate  criminals 
through  a  combination  of  humane  treat¬ 
ment,  education  and  counseling.  Yet  the 
crime  rate  continues  at  an  unacceptably 
high  level,  and  the  nation’s  prison  popu¬ 
lation  continues  to  grow.  In  fact,  some 
experts  now  acknowledge  that  prisons 
may  serve  more  effectively  as  “schools 
for  crime"  than  as  “schools  for  rehabili¬ 
tating  criminals.” 

Against  this  backdrop,  we  were 
intrigued  by  the  comments  of  a  U.  S.  dis¬ 
trict  judge  in  Nebraska  that  the  church 
may  offer  the  one  best  hope  for  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  rehabilitation  of  criminals 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  23). 

Judge  Warren  Urbom  was  not  taking  a 

Prison  ministries 
shouldn’t  be  based 
on  unrealistic  hopes 

Developing  a  system  for  dealing  justly 
and  effectively  with  crime  is  anything 
but  simple.  No  single  innovation  or  group 
of  innovations  can  be  expected  to  “solve" 
so  complicated  a  problem. 

Consequently,  if  a  church  should  be¬ 
come  involved  in  a  ministry  to  prisoners 
along  the  lines  envisioned  by  U.S.  district 
judge  Warren  Urbom  (see  preceding  edi¬ 
torial)  there  should  be  no  expectation  of 
miraculous  results. 

The  challenge  is  for  the  church  to  min¬ 
ister  positively  and  creatively,  while  re¬ 
maining  aware  of  the  limits  posed  by  the 
criminal  justice  system  and  its  clientele. 

Judge  Urbom  himself  offers  a  very 
helpful  example  of  how  to  do  this.  While 
recognizing  that  a  judge  cannot  rehabili¬ 
tate  or  produce  a  change  of  heart  in  crim¬ 
inals,  he  has  adopted  an  “alternative 
sentencing"  plan  which  at  least  gives  re¬ 
pentant  criminals  a  chance  to  say  “I’m 
sorry”  for  their  misdeeds. 

Such  an  approach  is  unlikely  ever  to 
take  the  place  of  serving  time  in  prison 
for  most  criminals.  Rather,  it  recognizes 
that  some  criminals  are  much  more  like¬ 
ly  to  be  rehabilitated  through  a  court- 
mandated  form  of  community  service 
than  by  sitting  in  a  jail  cell.  Even  so, 
there  is  no  guarantee  of  success.  Every 
effort  is  made,  however,  to  insure  that 
society  benefits  from  the  “alternative 
sentence,”  even  if  the  one  serving  it  later 
should  slip  back  into  a  life  of  crime. 

Similarly,  a  church  should  not  embark 
upon  a  prison  ministry  with  the  idea  that 
its  efforts  will  guarantee  either  a  change 
of  heart  or  behavior  among  mosPtf  the 
prison  population.  Rather,  we  should 
minister  there  as  part  of  the  mandate 
given  us  by  our  Lord  to  “seek  and  save 
the  lost."  Instead  of  expecting  miracu¬ 
lous  results,  we  should  give  thanks  to 
God  for  the  small  miracle  that  occurs 
each  time  we  help  one  who  is  lost  discov¬ 
er  that  he  is  loved  by  and  responsible  to 
God.  We  also  should  give  thanks  for  the 
knowledge  that  such  miracles  may  some¬ 
times  result  years  later  from  seeds  of 
love  we  have  sown,  even  though  we  may 
never  know  it. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


slap  at  the  criminal  justice  system  so 
much  as  acknowledging  its  inherent  limi¬ 
tations.  His  point  is  that  our  legal  system 
is  designed  to  punish  and/or  force  a 
change  in  the  external  behavior  of  per¬ 
sons  who  commit  crimes,  when  what 
they  most  need  is  an  inner  change  of 
heart  and  attitude.  Unless  a  criminal 
feels  genuine  regret  for  his  misdeed  — 
and  relatively  few  do,  according  to  Judge 
Urbom  —  similar  misdeeds  are  likely  to 
occur  following  a  period  of  incarceration. 

Judge  Urbom  sees  the  church’s  basic 
message  —  unlike  that  of  the  criminal 
justice  system  —  matching  what  persons 
convicted  of  crime  most  need:  a  call  to 
repentance,  to  a  life-changing  experi¬ 
ence  of  God’s  forgiving  grace,  and  to  say 
“I’m  sorry”  in  deeds  as  well  as  in  words. 

We  find  this  insight  both  illuminating 
and  challenging.  But  it  may  also  provide 
an  unintentional  indictment  on  many,  if 
not  most,  churches. 

Despite  a  tradition  traceable  to  our 
Lord’s  teaching,  relatively  few  congre¬ 
gations  today  are  directly  involved  in 
ministering  to  prisoners.  Much  of  the 
church-sponsored  prison  ministry  which 
does  take  place  is  almost  indistinguish¬ 
able  from  secular  social  service.  Rela¬ 
tively  little  emphasis  is  placed  on  helping 
wrongdoers  repent,  experience  an  inner 
change  of  heart,  and  become  reconciled 
with  God  and  with  society.  Instead,  such 
efforts  appear  to  be  based  on  the  persua¬ 
sive  but  fallacious  belief  that  human  be¬ 
ings  are  basically  good  and  disposed  to 
do  the  right  thing  when  influenced  by 
other  well-intended  people. 

For  the  organized  church  to  make  the 
kind  of  positive  impact  on  our  nation’s 
crime  problem  that  Judge  Urbom  sug¬ 
gests  is  possible,  those  of  us  who  make  up 
the  church  need  first  to  reclaim  the  bibli¬ 
cal  view  of  human  nature:  that  all  human 
beings,  even  the  saints,  are  basically  sin¬ 
ful  and  in  need  of  reordering  our  wills  in 
accordance  with  the  will  of  God.  Our  ne¬ 
glect  of  this  basic  biblical  teaching  makes 
the  church  in  our  day  far  less  effective 
than  it  should  be  in  calling  persons  — 
within  the  walls  of  the  church  as  well  as  in¬ 
side  prison  walls  —  to  repentance. 

Judge  Urbom’s  idea  is  not  for  swarms 
of  well-motivated  but  poorly-prepared 
Christians  to  descend  upon  the  jails  and 
prisons  of  our  land  to  “preach  repen¬ 
tance."  That  message  needs  to  be  preach¬ 
ed  and  heeded,  but  it  needs  to  be  delivered 
in  a  context  of  loving  concern,  and  by  per¬ 
sons  possessing  a  sympathetic  under¬ 
standing  of  the  criminal  justice  system. 

It  also  must  be  delivered  with  the  rec¬ 
ognition  that  a  criminal’s  repentance  is 
but  the  first  step  toward  eventual  reha¬ 
bilitation.  Ways  must  be  found  for  the 
criminal  to  make  restitution  for  his 
crime  and,  when  possible,  for  reconcilia¬ 
tion  to  take  place  between  the  repentant 
criminal  and  those  victimized  by  his 
crime. 

For  this  to  occur,  church  leaders  — 
both  locally  and  nationally  —  must  be¬ 
come  willing  to  accept  a  more  active  role 
in  relation  to  our  nation’s  criminal  jus¬ 
tice  system.  Models  need  to  be  developed 
and  shared  for  bringing  about  an  effec¬ 
tive  partnership  involving  those  charged 
with  dispensing  justice,  those  charged 
with  carrying  out  the  sentence,  and  those 
whose  task  it  is  to  lead  persons  to  a  right 
relationship  with  God  and  with  other 
humans. 


Here  I  Stand 


JANUARY  $.  Itttt 


Clergy  divorce:  plan  proposed 
to  help  family,  church  recover 


LOW,  P1BV4E  CURE 
ME  Of  MV 
fOOT-  IN-  MOiiTH 
PKEA4E 


By  CHARLES  L.  COOPER 
The  dismantling  of  a  significant  num¬ 
ber  of  parsonage  families  through  di¬ 
vorce  is  being  accepted  more  and  more 
by  the  church  as  a  part  of  regrettable  re¬ 
ality.  United  Methodist  congregations 
have  not  been  alone  in  having  the  op¬ 
portunity,  through  no  choice  of  their  own, 
to  deal  with  the  unique  experience  that  is 
a  clergy  divorce. 

Some  persons  who  have  been  gifted 
with  a  special  sensitivity,  others  who 
have  gone  through  divorce,  and  still 
others  who  have  been  trained  in  the  help¬ 
ing  professions  are  equipped  to  under¬ 
stand  certain  dimensions  of  this  occur¬ 
rence.  Many  parishioners,  however,  are 
not  certain  how  to  relate  to  their  crisis 
counselor  when  he/she  is  in  crisis.  While 
many  are  sympathetic,  they  are  also 
stymied  for  an  appropriate  response. 

"Something  has  happened" 

This  kind  of  parish  paralysis  encour¬ 
ages  persons  to  treat  the  minister  “as  if 
nothing  had  happened.”  That  approach 
is  naive.  Something  has  happened.  The 
dissolution  of  a  relationship  is  a  radical 
event  in  the  lives  of  human  beings.  To 
treat  the  minister  as  if  nothing  had  hap¬ 
pened  is  impractical  and  imposssible. 


My  Witness 

Church  work  in  the  world 
‘good  news’  in  hard  times 


By  INA  C.  BROWN 

I  have  just  had  two  experiences  which  I 
wish  every  United  Methodist  could  have. 
For  the  first  one  I  read  Lindsey  Pherigo’s 
book,  “The  Great  Physician.”  This  is  a 
study  of  the  activities  of  Jesus  as  record¬ 
ed  in  the  Gospel  of  Luke.  It  tells  of  his 
concern  for  the  sick,  the  poor,  and  the  op¬ 
pressed.  There  was  food  for  the  hungry, 
compassion  for  the  erring,  support  for 
the  downtrodden  and  help  for  the  weary. 

The  second  experience  was  reading  the 
July-August  issue  of  the  magazine  “Re¬ 
sponse.”  There  is  no  evidence  that  the 
editor  had  in  mind  an  answer  to  the 
“Reader’s  Digest”  question,  “Do  You 
Know  Where  Your  Church  Offerings 
Go?”  However,  the  magazine  does  con¬ 
stitute  the  perfect  answer.  In  it  are  re¬ 
counted  various  UMC-related  activities 
around  the  world  that  are  modern  ver¬ 
sions  of  the  activities  of  Jesus  as  re¬ 
counted  in  Luke. 

There  is  a  story  of  the  service  to  the 
women  and  children  of  the  Haitian  and 
Cuban  refugees  in  Dade  County,  Florida. 
There  the  churches  are  providing  day 
care  for  the  children  of  working  mothers 
and  “survival  English”  for  the  women 
who  without  English  are  helpless  to  cope 
with  American  life. 

There  is  the  story  of  nurse  midwives  in 
Senega],  Africa,  who  help  women  in  their 
struggle  to  bear  healthy  babies  and  keep 
them  alive  through  better  knowledge  of 
sanitation  and  nutrition. 

There  is  an  exciting  story  of  a  hostel  in 
Hong  Kong  that  cares  for  retarded  and 
physically  handicapped  children.  There 
is  a  teaching  program  aimed  at  helping 
each  child  reach  its  own  highest  poten¬ 
tial. 

There  is  also  the  story  of  an  effort  to 


provide  wholesome  and  appropriate 
reading  matter  for  women  of  Peru,  many 
of  whom  are  barely  literate  and  who  are 
engaged  in  menial  jobs.  The  women  of 
Zimbabwe,  Africa,  are  being  helped  to 
grow  and  prepare  the  food  needed  for 
their  own  and  their  children’s  health. 

Then  there  is  the  story  of  Colegio  Pal- 
more  in  Mexico  where  many  of  Mexico’s 
doctors,  educators  and  churchmen  and 
women  received  their  early  education. 
All  of  these  articles  show  dedicated  men 
and  women  at  work  helping  Third  World 
peoples  to  better  help  themselves  to 
more  useful  and  abundant  lives. 

The  magazine  also  has  some  general 
articles  including  a  review  of  Rabbi 
Kirshner’s  “When  Bad  Things  Happen  to 
Good  People,”  and  Lindsey  Pherigo’s 
book  that  is  one  of  the  studies  sponsored 
by  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Today  when  we  are  beset  on  all  sides 
by  bad  news  about  the  selfish  and  seamy 
behavior  of  our  fellow  men,  it  is  refresh¬ 
ing  to  encounter  some  good  news.  It  is 
good  to  know  that  there  are  people  in  var¬ 
ious  countries  who  are  working  unselfish¬ 
ly  to  heal  the  hurts  of  the  world.  It  is  also 
good  to  know  that  our  United  Methodist 
dollars  are  making  such  work  possible. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Ina  C. 
Brown,  is  a  member  of  Belmont  UMC  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee  (Tennessee  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  the  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  221076.  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


Cynicism  regarding  petitions  destructive 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  saddened  to  read  Luther  Stokes’ 
“Letter  to  the  Editor”  in  the  Dec.  2  issue 
in  which  he  suggests  that  individual  peti¬ 
tions  to  General  Conference  are  worth¬ 
less  because  “what  will  be  enacted  at  the 
coming  meeting  in  Baltimore  has  es¬ 
sentially  been  determined.” 


junum 
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Granted  I  would  not  want  to  be  so  naive 
as  to  suggest  that  all  petitions  are  treated 
with  absolute  equality.  After  all,  a  clear¬ 
ly  formulated  petition  will  be  more  easily 
understood,  and  a  petition  which  addres¬ 
ses  an  issue  properly  can  be  used  more 
easily  than  one  which  is  unfocused  or 
contradictory. 

Nevertheless,  to  assume  that  all  has 
been  determined  “even  at  this  early 
date,”  as  Mr.  Stokes  claims,  is  to  fall  vic¬ 
tim  to  a  kind  of  cynicism  which  is  de¬ 
structive  to  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  to  the  democratic  process  to  which  it 
is  pledged. 

I  know  of  no  person  in  my  annual  con¬ 
ference’s  delegation,  or  no  person  in  the 
general  church  leadership,  who  would 
presume  to  know  how  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  will  ultimately  act  on  a  half  a 
dozen  of  the  most  significant  issues  to 
come  before  the  body  in  Baltimore.  And 
when  I  talk  about  significant  issues,  I 
mean  the  ones  which  can  have  such  im¬ 
pact  on  the  church  that  they  dare  not  be 
pre-determined  by  any  group. 

Not  only  is  it  appropriate  for  individ¬ 
uals  or  churches  to  express  themselves 
by  sending  petitions  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference,  but  I  urge  them  also  to  com¬ 
municate  clearly  and  directly  to  these 
delegates  on  the  issues  of  greatest  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  individual  or  church.  Such 
testimony  of  concern  is  always  helpful  as 
individual  delegates  develop  their  own 
positions  and  reactions  to  the  many  is¬ 
sues  upon  which  they  will  be  asked  to 
vote. 

William  A.  McCartney 

Canton,  Ohio 

Others  also  deserve 
support  given  Armstrong 

To  the  Editor : 

I  have  been  reading  with  interest  your 
reporting  of  Bishop  Armstrong's  resigna¬ 
tion  (see  UMR,  Nov.  25  and  Dec.  2).  The 
compassion,  understanding  and  support 
extended  to  Dr.  Armstrong  and  his  fam¬ 
ily  is  to  be  commended.  I  cannot  help  but 
wonder  why,  when  this  same  physical 
and  emotional  depletion  strikes  a  local 
church  pastor,  he  or  she  is  removed  from 
the  ministry  without  financial,  emotional 
or  spiritual  support. 


There  seems  to  be  a  double  standard 
for  those  who  have  reached  “the  pinnacle 
of  success,”  as  Mr.  Dunnam  described  it, 
and  one  who  has  served  smaller  local 
churches  faithfully  and  well. 

I  would  challenge  our  church  leaders  to 
see  the  handling  of  this  one  particular 
case  as  an  example  of  serving  other  trou¬ 
bled  pastors. 

John  C.  Atherton 
Sugar  Grove,  Illinois 

Church  and  Society  is 

concerned  with  education 

To  the  Editor : 

The  letter  by  Mr.  Ernest  Shepherd 
headlined  “Education  issue  not  addres¬ 
sed  by  C&S  board"  in  the  Dec.  9  Reporter 
suggests  that  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  has  not  addressed 
the  important  issue  of  education.  Mr. 
Shepherd  is  correct  in  his  concern  for 
education.  Current  attempts  to  weaken 
the  public  schools  present  grave  threats 
not  only  to  the  school  system  and  to  equi¬ 
table  education  but  to  our  American  sys¬ 
tem  of  democracy  as  well. 

Mr.  Shepherd,  however,  is  incorrect  in 
his  assumption  that  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  has  not  addressed 
the  issue.  Indeed,  existing  policy,  orig¬ 
inally  initiated  by  that  board,  speaks 
strongly  to  his  concerns.  Because  this 
policy  remains  in  effect  until  it  becomes 
outdated  or  is  revised,  the  board  feels 
that  speaking  further  at  this  time  is  un¬ 
necessary.  The  General  Conference  has 
quite  enough  business  to  handle  without 
re-doing  what  already  serves  the  church 
well. 

For  instance,  the  1980  Resolution,  “A 
Statement  Concerning  Church-Govern¬ 
ment  Relations  and  Education,"  which 
appears  on  pages  50-51  of  the  Book  of  Re¬ 
solutions  states : 

1.  We  believe  in  the  principle  of  uni¬ 
versal  public  education. 

2.  We  do  not  support  the  expansion  or 
the  strengthening  of  private  schools  with 
public  funds. 

3.  We  oppose  the  establishment  or 
strengthening  of  private  schools  that 
jeopardize  the  public  schools  system  or 


thwart  valid  public  policy. 

4.  We  specifically  oppose  tuition  tax 
credits  or  any  other  mechanism  which 
directly  or  indirectly  allows  government 
funds  to  support  religious  schools  at  the 
primary  and  secondary  level. 

In  1976,  the  General  Conference  "rec¬ 
ommended  that  each  local  United  Meth¬ 
odist  church  develop  a  committee  or  an 
informal  group  of  members  to  keep  the 
congregation  and  community  aware  of 
public  school  issues  and  their  obligation 
to  assist  in  finding  meaningful  solu¬ 
tions.” 

We  are  glad  for  this  opportunity  to  af¬ 
firm  our  concern  for  this  important  is¬ 
sue.  Equally  important,  this  once  again 
raises  the  serious  issues  of  follow-up  to 
resolutions  the  General  Conference 
passes  and  an  ongoing  educational  pro¬ 
gram  at  the  local  church  and  annual  con¬ 
ference  levels  that  informs  and  provides 
a  basis  for  action.  For  this  reason  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  will 
provide  in  the  next  quadrennium  study 
materials/resources  based  on  resolu¬ 
tions.  The  board  is  working  with  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Publishing  House  to  make 
all  current  resolutions  available  in  the 
1984  “Book  of  Resolutions."  Plan  now  to 
purchase,  read  and  study  that  important 
resource. 

Haviland  C.  Houston 
Washington,  D.C. 

Lovely  Lane  worship 
service  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  a  good  time  for  me  to  see 
members  of  five  Methodist  denomina¬ 
tions  gather  at  the  historic  Lovely  Lane 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baltimore 
worshiping  together. 

This  church  service  was  held  at  11:00 
p.m.  on  Christmas  Eve  and  televised  on 
CBS-TV.  It  was  a  great  blessing  for  all 
my  family. 

I  have  the  hope  that  some  day  all 
Methodist  denominations  will  be  united 
in  one  church.  Jesus  said:  “I  pray  also 
for  those  who  will  believe  in  me  through 
their  word,  that  all  may  be  one"  (John 
17:20). 

JuanS.  Soto 
Austin,  Texas 


Divorce  is  a  crisis  in  any  home. 

Eugene  Kennedy,  in  his  book,  “Crisis 
Counseling,"  talks  about  the  effect  of  un¬ 
expected  change.  (And  divorce  does 
bring  much  unexpected  change,  as  much 
to  the  acting  party  as  to  the  one  who  is 
acted  upon.)  Kennedy  says,  “People  .  .  . 
find  that  they  cannot  deal  with  the  ordi¬ 
nary  demands  of  living  and  working; 
their  ability  to  cope,  but  not  their  funda¬ 
mental  capacity,  is  crippled.” 

While  much  can  be  said  about  the  min¬ 
istry  of  a  congregation  to  a  divorcing 
minister  and  spouse,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  ministry  as  a  whole  in  the  local  con¬ 
gregation  suffers  while  the  divorce  is  in 
process.  Many  major  changes  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  take  place  in  the  life  of  the  divorc¬ 
ing  person,  some  common  to  all  situa¬ 
tions,  some  unique  to  the  clergy.  The  ef¬ 
fects  of  these  events  ripple  through  every 
part  of  parish  life.  While  minister  and 
people  may  endeavor  to  reach  out  to  each 
other,  both  are  struggling  for  their  own 
survival. 

Administrative  duties  may  slide, 
pastoral  ministry  suffers,  program 
sometimes  is  placed  on  the  back  burner, 
the  church’s  sense  of  total  ministry  be¬ 
comes  less  clear.  This  exemplifies  Ken¬ 
nedy’s  description  of  a  person  in  crisis, 
not  able  to  cope  with  the  demands  of  ordi¬ 
nary  living  and  working. 

Howard  Clinebell  notes  that  John  Wes¬ 
ley  once  wrote,  “You  have  need  to  be  all 
alive  yourselves  if  you  would  impart  life 
to  others.” 

Time  to  take  steps 

It  is  time  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  in  polity  and  policy,  to  take  steps 
toward  ministering  more  effectively  to 
clergy  going  through  a  divorce  while  cut¬ 
ting  the  inevitable  losses  to  the  local 
parish  which  accompany  it.  Specifically, 
when  a  clergy  marriage  fails,  I  believe  a 
special  leave-of-absence  from  full-time 
appointment  should  be  required.  It 
should  last  for  a  period  of  six  months,  or 
for  the  duration  of  the  annual  appoint¬ 
ment,  whichever  is  longer. 

Far  from  being  a  statement  regarding 
“fault”  in  the  separation,  this  action 
would  be  affirming  to  the  clergyperson. 

First,  it  is  an  admission  that  there  is  a 
crisis  underway  in  the  personal  life  of  the 
minister.  It  is  a  statement  of  caring  and 
support  for  the  person,  taking  him/her 
out  of  the  foray  of  daily  living  to  cope 
with  the  crisis. 

Second,  it  is  a  statement  that  the 
church  does  not  accept  divorce  as  the 
norm;  rather,  it  is  the  breaking  of  a  cove¬ 
nant  made  between  two  persons  before 
God.  That  calls  for  a  time  for  soul- 
searching  and  cleansing  before  God. 

Third,  it  shows  concern  for  the  local 
church,  that  its  day-to-day  details  may 
be  attended  to,  and  that  its  vision  of  the 
future  continues. 

Two  considerations 

Two  things  need  to  be  said  before  pre¬ 
senting  a  model  of  this  proposal.  First,  it 
does  not  include  a  component  for  caring 
for  the  spouse.  While  spouses  deserve  the 
same  quality  of  caring,  divorcing  per¬ 
sons  must  be  cared  for  separately.  An¬ 
other  model  distinct  from  this  one  is 
needed  to  deal  with  the  divorcing  and  de¬ 
parting  spouse.  Second,  the  model  will 
need  some  adjustment  in  churches  with  a 
number  of  clergy  on  the  staff. 

Consider  the  following  model:  Al¬ 
though  called  a  leave-of-absence,  this 
situation  has  special  features  which  dis¬ 
tinguish  it  from  a  normal  leave-of-ab¬ 
sence.  It  may  better  be  called  a  “leave- 
taking"  from  ongoing  demands.  The  per¬ 
son  would  not  be  replaced  by  another 
full-time  person.  Salary  and  other  regu¬ 
lar  expenses  would  continue  to  be  paid. 
(The  last  thing  a  divorcing  person  needs 
is  a  reduction  in  income.)  One-half  of  the 
salary  and  expenses  would  be  paid  for  by 
the  local  church.  One-half  would  be  paid 
by  contingency  funds  from  the  annual 
conference,  or  other  connectional 
sources. 

With  the  local  church  having  a  reduc¬ 
tion  in  expenditures,  another  component 
of  the  model  can  be  put  into  place.  Word 
and  sacrament  in  addition  to  pastoral 
duties  can  be  carried  out  very  effectively 
by  the  placement  of  a  retired  clergyper¬ 


son  in  charge  of  these  responsibilities  for 
the  duration  of  the  leave.  This  would  be  a 
half-time  basis,  with  arrangements  for 
remuneration  being  negotiated  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  retired  clergy’s  personal  needs 
and  circumstances. 

Finally  a  specially-appointed  commit¬ 
tee  from  the  Administrative  Board  would 
see  to  the  proper  administration  of  funds 
and  the  overseeing  of  the  day-to-day  life 
and  maintenance  of  the  institution.  This 
may  be  an  opportunity  for  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  Board  to  find  new  places  for  min¬ 
istry  traditionally  handed  down  to  the 
minister  because  he/she  was  there. 

At  no  time  should  the  minister  on 
special  leave-taking  be  completely  out- 
of-touch  with  the  congregation.  He  or  she 
would  be  providing  input  on  both  pastoral 
duties  and  administrative  complexities, 
without  direct  involvement,  and  without 
being  ultimately  responsible  for  them. 
Meanwhile  the  minister-in-crisis  would 
be  required  to  be  involved  regularly 
(1)  in  ongoing  therapy,  (2)  in  regular 
consultation  with  the  district  superinten¬ 
dent  and  the  Pastor-Parish  Relations 
Committee,  and  (3)  in  serious  and  inten¬ 
tional  reflection  upon  his/her  own  future 
and  vocational  plans. 

Serious  decisions  remain 
A  number  of  serious  decisions  must  be 
made  near  the  end  of  the  leave-taking. 
Does  the  person  wish  to  remain  in  the  or¬ 
dained  ministry?  Should  reappointment 
be  made  or  is  a  new  location  in  order?  Is 
it  desirable  to  extend  the  leave  under 
conditions  provided  for  in  the  Book  of 
Discipline  (Section  444)?  If  reappoint¬ 
ment  is  in  order,  does  the  person  wish  to 
remain  in  the  parsonage  that  may  hold 
the  memories  of  several  years  of  family 
life  now  gone?  Still  other  questions  re¬ 
main. 

A  period  of  six  months  is  far  from  ade¬ 
quate  time  for  full  recovery  of  either  the 
minister  or  the  congregation.  But  this 
proposal  does  provide  for  a  response  that 
is  neither  punitive  to  the  person  nor  to  the 
church  involved.  Some  degree  of  privacy 
is  given  to  the  early  agonies  and  adjust¬ 
ments  which  come  with  divorce.  The 
local  church  has  time  to  make  some  ad¬ 
justments  regarding  the  personal  life  of 
the  minister.  It  ministers  to  its  pastor, 
and  at  the  same  time  keeps  a  clear  view 
of  future  ministry  for  the  whole  church. 

I  offer  this  proposal  as  a  clergy  person 
who  has  suffered  the  agony  of  divorce 
and  of  attempting  to  continue  ministry  in 
the  midst  of  it.  As  a  person  who  had  to 
create  my  own  plan  of  recovery,  I  believe 
it  has  distinct  possibilities.  ; 

“ Here  I  Stand"  is  ’a  fbru^n  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contrib¬ 
utor.  the  Rev.  Charles  L.  Cooper,  is 
pastor  of  the  First  UMC  in1  Lexington, 
Nebraska. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double-spac¬ 
ed  pages  maximum  length)  to  “Here  I 
Stand,"  the  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  San  Jacinto,  California 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  200  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  San  Jacinto  UMC  in  San 
Jacinto.  California  (Pacific-Southwest 
Annual  Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  San  Jacinto,  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  GROWTH  & 
RENEWAL  Workshop  .  .  . 

If  you're  a  pastor,  church  school  teacher,  or  other  church  leader,  you'll  want 
to  attend  one  of  these  Workshops.  Designed  to  help  you  develop  a  Sunday 
school  growth  and  revitalization  plan  for  your  church,  the  workshop  provides 
practical  information  which  can  be  used  as  soon  as  you  return  home. 

The  fee  is  only  $20  per  person  (and  only  $15  per  person  if  three  or  more 
persons  from  the  same  church  attend).  For  more  information  or  to  register, 
contact  the  Cokesbury  Service  Center  serving  your  area. 


1/28/84— Andalusia.  Al  •  1/28/84—  San  Amonio,  TX 
2/«/®4— Lubbock.  TX  •  2/1 1/84— St.  Louis.  MO 
2/11/84—  Hattiesburg.  MS  •  2/1 1/84— Twin  Falls,  ID 
Zn 8^4— Salisbury,  MD  •  3/10/84— Perry.  GA 
3/10/84— Mechanicsville.  VA  •  3/1 0/8*—  Baton  Rouge.  LA 
3/17/84— Madison.  N)  •  3/17/84— Lexington,  ICY 
3/31/84— White  Plains.  NY  •  4/7/84— Stockton.  CA 
4/7/84— Oes  Moines.  IA  •  4/7/84— Ottawa,  KS 
5/12/84—  Seattle.  WA  •  5/19/84— Spokane.  WA 


teaching  U5  ^  Sharing 
Teaching  Caring 


®  Cokesbury 


1661  North  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge,  IL  60068 
Phone  312/299-4411 

1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame.  CA  94010 
Phone  415/692-3562 

201  Eighth  Ave.,  South  •  P.O.  Box  801  •  Nashville,  TN  37202 
Phone  615/749-6113 
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Two  series  highlight  bicentennial 

General  Conference  issues ,  Methodist  press  history  featured 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
DALLAS  —  The  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  this  week  begins  two  special 
Series  of  articles,  one  in  celebration  of 
American  Methodism’s  200th  anni¬ 
versary,  the  second  a  discussion  of  issues 
preparatory  to  the  convening  of  the  1984 
General  Conference  May  1  in  Baltimore. 

.  The  Reporter’s  unique  contribution  to 
the  church’s  Bicentennial  Year  will  be  a 
series  of  articles  by  the  Rev.  Walter  Ver¬ 


non  of  Nashville  on  the  role  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  press  in  the  first  200  years  of  the 
church’s  life.  It  will  appear  every  other 
week  under  the  standing  headline  “Cir¬ 
cuit  Writer.” 

Dr.  Vernon,  a  Methodist  historian  and 
long-time  curriculum  editor,  spent  most 
of  1976-80  researching  and  writing  the 
history  of  Methodist  publishing  from  1870 
to  1975. 

His  series  will  have  four  sub-themes, 


Circuit 

Writer 


one  for  each  quarter  of  the  year,  and  a 
total  of  26  installments.  The  major  sub¬ 
themes  are:  The  Methodist  Press  and 
Methodist  Theology;  the  Methodist  Press 
and  Methodist  History;  the  Methodist 
Press  and  Church  Polity;  and  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Press  and  the  Christian  Life. 

Dr.  Vernon  says  that  “the  press”  as  he 
will  be  describing  it  in  the  series  includes 
chiefly  the  regional  and  national  news¬ 
papers;  books  published  by  the  church 
press;  the  Quarterly  Review,  a  scholarly 
journal;  Sunday  school  literature;  and 
miscellaneous  publications,  official  and 
unofficial. 

The  pre-General  Conference  series 
will,  to  the  degree  possible,  present  the 
major  issues  facing  delegates  from  a 
perspective  of  their  human  rather  than 
bureaucratic  significance.  It  will  be 


authored  by  members  of  the  Reporter’s 
editorial  staff. 

The  series  will  attempt  to  treat  each 
issue  in  the  most  basic  way  possible  and 
to  identify  sub-issues  and  dynamics 
where  such  exist. 

The  first  in  the  series  is  an  article 
about  “conferences’  in  United  Meth¬ 
odism  and  what  the  General  Conference 
does.  Successive  articles  will  cover  pro¬ 
posals  directly  affecting  local  church 
life,  the  ministry,  ecumenical  and  inter- 
religious  issues,  communications,  fund¬ 
ing,  youth  ministries,  missional  priority 
proposals,  various  social  issues,  and  the 
Bicentennial  Year. 

Each  article  will  be  bordered  by 
dotted  lines  as  a  convenience  to  readers 
who  may  wish  to  clip  the  series  as  the  17 
articles  appear. 


By  WALTER  VERNON 

When  Methodists  in  America  set  forth 
.the  goals  of  The  Methodist  Magazine  in 
January,  1818,  they  wrote:  “The  great 
design  of  this  publication  is  to  circulate 
religious  knowledge.” 

They  continued  by  promising  that  “the 
strictest  care  will  be  taken  to  guard  the 
purity  and  simplicity  of  the  doctrines  of 
the  gospel  against  the  innovations  of 
superstition  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  false 
philosophy  on  the  other.” 

Many  persons  erroneously  consider 
that  we  United  Methodists  in  our  day  are 
unconcerned  about  theology.  But  we  are 
not  unconcerned;  we  still  take  the 
“strictest  care”  that  our  preachers  and 
people  maintain  sound  Christian  doc¬ 
trine.  This  is  why  United  Methodists  re¬ 
quire  their  ministers  to  secure 
theological  education,  and  why  we  main¬ 
tain  the  largest  number  of  schools  of 
theology  of  any  Protestant  denomination 
in  the  nation. 

It  is  why  the  United  Methodists 
produce  their  own  books  through  Abing¬ 
don  Press:  to  see  that  viewpoints  pre¬ 
sented  are  consistent,  in  general,  with 
United  Methodist  positions.  That  is  why 
Abingdon  Press  produced  a  few  years 
ago  the  massive  “Interpreter’s  Bible” 
(ordered  once  from  the  Publishing  House 
as  “The  Interrupter’s  Bible”)  as  a  Bible 
commentary  in  keeping  with  the  best 
Bible  scholarship. 


That  is  why  Graded  Press  publishes 
only  church  school  resources  that  have 
been  authorized  by  an  official  Curricu¬ 
lum  Committee. 

United  Methodist  leaders  have  always 
encouraged  their  followers  to  be  a 
reading  people.  John  Wesley  once  wrote: 

“It  cannot  be  that  the  people  should 
grow  in  grace  unless  they  give  them¬ 
selves  to  reading.  A  reading  people  will 
always  be  a  knowing  people.  A  people 
who  talk  much  will  know  little.” 

Mr.  Wesley  one  time  urged  one  of  his 
preachers  to  read  more,  to  which  the 
reply  was,  “But  I  have  no  taste  for 
reading.”  To  this  Mr.  Wesley  said, 
“Contract  a  taste  for  it  by  use,  or,  return 
to  your  trade”  —  in  other  words,  get  out 
of  the  ministry! 

The  purpose  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  also  is  to  “circulate  religious 
knowledge”  to  the  people  called  United 
Methodists.  It  provides  news  of  the 
denomination,  and  of  other  religious 
groups  as  appropriate,  editorial 
comment  on  important  issues  for  church 
folk,  letters  to  the  editor,  and  contributed 
statements  on  contemporary  religious 
issues. 

The  Reporter  is  reaching  a  wider 
audience  than  any  similar  paper  in  the 
past.  It,  too,  guards  against  the 
“innovations  of  superstition  .  .  .  and  of 
false  philosophy”  that  still  inhabit  the 
American  scene. 


‘‘Fogey’ expected  at  UMCgala 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  —  The  Rev.  Walter  Fogey,  center,  a  "puffer' 
character  created  by  Avondale  United  Methodist  Church  member  Jim 
Gentry,  right,  and  associates,  will  be  among  the  10,000  or  so  expected  here 
Jan.  8  at  1 :30  p.m.  to  attend  the  Bicentennial  Gala. 

The  municipal  auditorium  is  the  site  for  America’s  first  "really  big"  200th 
birthday  party.  It  was  in  the  same  auditorium,  in  1939,  that  the  uniting 
conference  brought  together  the  southern  and  northern  factions  of 
Methodism  separated  since  the  Civil  War. 

The  Rev.  William  Bunge  of  Avondale  UMC,  left,  isn’t  likely  to  get  in  the 
last  word  in  any  exchange  with  Mr.  Fogey.  avonoale  i  ak  hikito 


Real  crowd  pleasers  for  wheezers,  sneezers 

Allergic  to  everything  but  church 


FORT  WORTH  (RNS )  -  Victims  of  se¬ 
vere  allergies  —  who  have  stayed  home 
from  regular  church  services  for  years 
because  they  have  severe  reactions  to 
the  smell  of  cigarette  smoke,  hair  spray, 
perfume,  Bibles,  hymnbooks  or  even 
their  preacher’s  aftershave  lotion  — 
have  formed  a  new  church  group  in  Fort 
Worth. 

It  is  strictly  for  chronic  allergy  suffer¬ 
ers,  and  it  may  be  the  first  of  its  kind  in 
the  United  States,  says  the  Rev.  Dale 
Hunt,  senior  minister  of  the  University 
United  Methodist  Church,  where  the 
group  recently  began  meeting  on  Mon¬ 
day  nights. 

“I  told  them  (allergy  victims)  I  would 
conduct  special  services  if  they  could  get 
'20  people  to  signup,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Hunt  said  forming  the  new  church 
group  has  been  a  revelation  to  him  about 
how  serious  a  problem  having  chronic  al¬ 
lergies  can  be. 

Those  who  have  such  reactions  —  not 
just  minor  allergic  reactions  to  smoke  or 
some  other  substance  —  often  have  to 
give  up  their  jobs  because  of  the  condi¬ 
tion,  he  said. 

“These  people  really  have  to  ostracize 
themselves  from  society  —  even  from 
each  other,”  he  said. 


Two  women  attending  the  church  ser¬ 
vices  have  had  to  give  up  public  school 
teaching  jobs  because  of  their  allergies, 
Rev.  Hunt  said. 

The  new  church  group  is  open  to  mem¬ 
bers  of  all  faiths,  and  Mr.  Hunt  hopes 
chronic  allergy  sufferers  from  through¬ 
out  the  Fort  Worth-Dallas  area  will  at¬ 
tend  so  that  the  group  can  continue. 

“It’s  in  the  experimental  stage,  but  the 
people  who  have  been  coming  really  ap¬ 
preciate  it,”  he  said. 

The  pastor  conducts  a  Bible  study,  but 
doesn’t  emphasize  any  strictly  United 
Methodist  teachings.  He  says  he  knows  of 
Southern  Baptists  and  Presbyterians 
who  are  attending,  although  he  doesn't 
ever  ask  those  who  attend  about  their  re¬ 
ligious  traditions. 

“One  woman  said  it  was  the  first  time 
she  had  been  to  church  in  10  years.” 

During  the  services,  the  allergy  vic¬ 
tims  sit  conspicuously  far  apart  on  metal 
chairs,  usually  don’t  shake  hands  with 
each  other,  and  are  free  to  move  away 
from  someone  they  think  is  wearing  an 
allergy-producing  substance. 

The  services  are  held  in  the  solarium, 
which  has  no  carpeting  and  is  closed  off 
from  the  rest  of  the  church  as  much  as 
possible.  No  fuel-type  heating  is  in  the 


room.  Natural  gas  heating  often  causes 
severe  reactions  to  allergy  sufferers. 

Most  of  the  allergy  victims  wear  pure 
fiber  clothes  such  as  cotton,  and  stay  away 
from  polyester  or  synthetic  products 
which  often  trigger  allergic  reactions. 

Many  people  get  sick  or  are  set  off  into 
fits  of  sneezing  or  other  allergic  reac¬ 
tions  by  the  smell  of  new  books  —  includ¬ 
ing  Bibles  and  hymnbooks  —  new 
clothes,  mothballs,  dust,  shoe  polish,  new 
leather,  deodorants,  perfume,  after¬ 
shave  lotion,  smoking,  natural  gas,  car¬ 
pet,  fingernail  polish,  hair  spray  and  an 
endless  list  of  items. 

Although  the  group  members  are  toler¬ 
ant  about  theological  beliefs,  they  lay 
down  strict  rules  for  those  who  attend. 
Even  the  minister  has  to  follow  them. 

Mr.  Hunt,  after  he  showers  and  makes 
sure  he  isn’t  wearing  hair  spray  or  after¬ 
shave  lotion,  reads  the  Bible  and  preach¬ 
es  a  sermon  to  the  allergy  victims  who 


meet  at  7  p.m.  each  Monday. 

“I’m  the  cleanest  clergyman  in  town 
when  I  go  in  there,”  he  said.  “I  don’t  want 
them  to  have  an  allergic  reaction  to  me.” 

He  has  made  some  mistakes,  though. 
“I  put  plastic  on  some  of  the  chairs,  not 
realizing  some  of  those  attending  would 
be  allergic  to  it,”  he  said. 

He  also  tried  to  get  the  group  to  use 
hymnbooks  during  the  first  service. 
“They  just  stacked  them  up  at  the  side  of 
the  room,"  he  said. 

Recently,  Mr.  Hunt  made  large  posters 
with  the  words  of  familiar  hymns  on 
them  and  put  them  in  front  of  the  group. 

From  12  to  29  persons  have  been  at¬ 
tending  so  far,  but  the  minister  thinks  the 
number  will  increase  as  word  spreads 
that  the  services  are  available. 

Laura  Burford  had  not  been  in  a  church 
for  five  years.  “I’ve  watched  television 
church  services,  but  there’s  nothing  like 
actually  being  there.” 


Bishop  Muzorewa  held 
with  no  charges  filed 


one  Great  hour  of  sharinG 
April  l,  1984 

More  than  yy%  of  the  world’s 
people  lad^pure  water,  and  are 
hungry,  displaced,  ill  and  without 
basic  clothing  and  shelter. 

for  43  years  WMCOll 
has  responded  to  such 
needs  —providing 
modem  miracles. 

; your  One  Qreat 
9four  gift  ivill 
help  multiply 


LIVE 
MOVE 
and 
BE  IN 
CHRIST 


such- 
miracles. 


Through  our  gifts 
on  Human  Relations 
Day,  March  4,  United 
Methodists  take  the 
message  of  Christ  beyond 
the  pulpit.  We  support 
in  this  offering: 

Community  Developers 
United  Methodist  Voluntary  Services 
Police-Community  Relations  Program 

Live,  move  and  be  in  Christ 


through  your  gift. 


HUMAN  RELATIONS  DAY 
March  4,  1984 


riuman 
ations 
da 


For  additional  information  contact:  United  Methodist 
Communications,  1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  I L  60201 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
HARARE,  Zimbabwe  —  No  charges 
have  yet  been  brought  against  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  who 
was  arrested  Oct.  31  by  the 
administration  of  Prime  Minister  Robert 
Mugabe,  according  to  a  UM  bishop  who 
visited  him  in  mid-December. 

Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt  of  the 
Oklahoma  Area  and  Bishop  Emio  de 
Carvalho  of  Angola  were  assigned  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops  to  visit  Bishop 
Muzorewa  and  his  family  and  to  assist  at 
the  Zimbabwe  Annual  Conference- 
Bishop  Hardt  said  Bishop  Muzorewa 
was  being  held  under  guard  in  a  training 
camp,  not  in  a  regular  prison.  The 
visitors  said  he  appeared  to  be  in  good 
health. 

A  review  of  the  bishop’s  case  is 
anticipated  in  early  1984,  but  Bishop 
Hardt  said  he  could  not  predict  how  long 
the  Zimbabwe  churchman  might  remain 
in  prison  because  the  review  panel  “can 
take  as  much  time  as  they  wish  to  make 
their  report.”  Under  Zimbabwe's 
emergency  powers,  a  detained  person 
can  be  held  indefinitely  without  trial. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  allegedly  angered 
his  country’s  leaders  by  suggesting  while 
on  a  private  visit  to  Israel  that  Zimbabwe 
should  establish  diplomatic  ties  with  the 
Jerusalem  government,  according  to  the 
African  Press  Service.  When  he  returned 
to  Harare  at  the  end  of  October,  he 
dismissed  charges  that  he  was  plotting  to 
topple  the  government  as  “nonsense." 
Defending  his  suggestion  that  Zimbabwe 
and  Israel  should  establish  diplomatic 
ties,  Bishop  Muzorewa  said  Israel’s 
advanced  agriculture  and  technology 
could  be  valuable  to  Zimbabwe.  He  noted 
that  20  other  African  countries  had 
benefited  from  Israeli  expertise. 

The  prime  minister  takes  exception  to 


Israel’s  military  cooperation  with  South 
Africa  and  its  policies  toward  the 
Palestinians.  Mr.  Mugabe  joined  other 
cabinet  ministers  in  denouncing  Bishop 
Muzorewa  and  accused  him  of  being 
engaged  in  “clandestine  activities”  and 
conspiring  with  Israel  and  South  Africa 
to  de-stabilize  Zimbabwe. 

Bishop  Hardt  said  that  he,  Bishop  de 
Carvalho  and  the  Rev.  Isaac  Bivens  of 
the  World  Program  Division  would 
submit  individual  reports  to  the 
executive  committee  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  which  is  to  meet  Jan.  12-13  in 
Puerto  Rico. 

Bishop  Hardt  said  the  Zimbabwe 
conference  ordained  one  elder  and  eight 
deacons  and  that  Bishop  Muzorewa  was 
much  involved  in  conference  decision¬ 
making.  -SHARON  MIELKE 


1984  General  Conference 
The  iHsuen:  Pari  1 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  1984 
General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  meet  May  1-11 
in  Baltimore.  Delegates  will  wear  the 
medallion  at  right.  The  following  is 
the  first  in  a  series  of  17  articles  in 
which  the  Reporter  will  summarize 
major  issues  facing  the  delegates. 
This  introductory  article  examines 
why  United  Methodists  have  a  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  and  what  its  signifi¬ 
cance  is  for  local  church  members. 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

“What  to  teach,  how  to  teach  and 
what  to  do”  as  a  church  has  been  the 
idea  behind  the  Methodist  “confer¬ 
ence”  since  the  first  one  was  held  in 
England  in  1744,  according  to  United 
Methodism’s  leading  historian.  Dr. 
Albert  C.  Outler. 

“We  are  close  to  the  essence  of  a 
Methodist  conference  —  whether  it  be 
a  General  Conference,  an  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  or  a  local  church  Charge  Con¬ 
ference  —  whenever  we  remember 
that  it  means  conferring  about  the 
evangelistic,  nurturing  and  pastoral 
task  of  the  church,”  Dr.  Outler  said. 

The  “conference,”  he  continued,  is 
what  connects  every  United  Metho¬ 
dist  annual  conference  to  each  of  the 
other  73  in  the  United  States  and 
Puerto  Rico  and  about  30  in  Europe, 
Africa  and  the  Philippines,  every 
Methodist  congregation  to  every  other 
one,  and  every  United  Methodist  to 
every  other  church  member.  “Confer¬ 
ences”  are  what  make  us  truly  con¬ 
nected  to  each  other  and,  hence,  “a 
connectional  church.” 

Representative  democracy 

The  chain  of  conferences  also  rep¬ 
resents  a  chain  of  representative 
democracy  which  can  be  traced  to  the 
founding  conference  of  Methodism  in 
America  at  Lovely  Lane  Chapel  in 
Baltimore  in  December  of  1784. 

Launching  into  a  brief  historical 
perspective,  Dr.  Outler  said  three 
dates  —  1744, 1784,  and  1812  —  are  key 
in  Methodist  history. 

“Before  the  Revolution  there  was  a 
loose  connection  between  Wesley’s 
missionaries  but  after  the  Revolution 
when  the  United  States  was  being 
formed,  there  was  no  central  organiz¬ 
ing  body,”  Dr.  Outler  said.  John  Wes¬ 
ley  sent  over  three  representatives  in 
November  1784  with  orders  for 
Francis  Asbury,  the  only  Methodist 
preacher  to  stay  in  the  colonies  during 
the  Revolution. 

“But  Asbury  refused  to  accept  Wes¬ 
ley’s  appointment  to  be  a  Joint  Super¬ 
intendent  with  Dr.  Thomas  Coke,  say¬ 
ing,  “We  have  to  have  a  conference  of 
the  preachers.” 

“The  original  idea  in  1784  was  that 
every  Methodist  preacher  was  en¬ 
titled  to  a  share  in  setting  policy  of  the 
Methodist  church.  All  had  equal 
standing  and  all  were  required  to 
participate. 

“Another  principle  established  by 
the  Christmas  Conference  was  that  no 
directions  were  to  be  accepted  from 
abroad  or  from  any  single  person;  the 
Methodist  Church  would  be  a  self- 
governing  body. 

“So,  from  the  very  beginning  the 
church  was  self-governing,  self-per¬ 
petuating  and  was  operated  by  the 
principle  of  majority  rule,”  Dr.  Outler 
told  the  Reporter.  He  noted  that 
majority  rule  was,  by  then,  simply  the 
accepted  norm  for  political  action  in 
America. 

However,  he  continued,  Francis  As¬ 
bury,  a  very  strong-minded  man  who 
was  made  a  bishop  by  the  Christmas 
conference,  “was  not  about  to  abide 
by  majority  rule.”  He  was  able  to  get 
established  a  “monarchical  episco¬ 
pate,”  with  authority  to  make 
appointments  arbitrarily  and  without 
consultation. 

The  first  General  Conference  with 
elected  delegates  met  in  1812.  The 
main  problem  there  was  deciding 
what  things  would  be  subject  to  the 
i  principle  of  majority  rule  and  what 
I  would  be  excluded,  Dr.  Outler  said.  As 
1  a  result  the  Restrictive  Rules  (there 
J  are  currently  six  of  them )  were  drawn 
J  up.  “These  are  the  exceptions  to  demo- 


Conference 
connects 
all  UMs 

cratic,  majority  rule  and  they  include 
among  other  things,  the  church’s  doc¬ 
trine  and  the  powers  of  the  episcopacy.” 

Dr.  Outler  also  reviewed  the  hisi  ory 
of  how  the  all-clergy  General 
Conference  eventually  made  the 
transition  to  a  body  composed  equally 
of  lay  and  clergy  delegates.  Agitation 
for  lay  representation  began  in  1820 
and  was  won  in  all  branches  of  the 
denomination  by  the  1890s,  although 
during  the  same  period  Methodism 
split  into  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church  (over  the  lay  issue)  and  into 
North  and  South  (in  1844  before  the 
Civil  War). 

The  allocation  of  delegates  is  calcu¬ 
lated  today  on  two  factors  —  the 
number  of  ministers  and  the  number 
of  church  members  in  each  annual 
conference,  with  the  provision  that 
each  annual  conference  is  to  have  at 
least  two  delegates.  The  total  number 
of  delegates  can  vary  between  600 
and  1,000  according  to  church  law. 
The  equal  number  of  lay  and  clergy 
delegates  represent  the  9.5  million 
members  in  the  U.S.  and  another  half 
million  overseas.  Delegates  were 
elected  last  spring  and  summer  by 
each  annual  conference,  the  members 
of  which  were  elected  in  turn  by  each 
local  Charge  Conference  (a  charge  is 
one  or  more  local  congregations 
served  by  the  same  pastor (s ) ) . 

Analogy  made  with  Congress 

The  analogy  is  often  made  between 
the  General  Conference  and  the  Con¬ 
gress  of  the  United  States.  There  are 
similarities  in  that  both  are  repre¬ 
sentative  bodies  and  both  have  the 
primary  purpose  of  producing  legis¬ 
lation.  The  General  Conference  legis¬ 
lates  church  law  which  applies  to 
every  agency,  region  and  member  of 
the  church  and  which  is  published  in 
“The  Book  of  Discipline.” 

Both  General  Conference  and  the 
Congress  are  governed  by  roughly 
similar  rules  of  parliamentary  pro¬ 
cedure  and  both  do  most  of  their  work 
in  legislative  committees  which  then 
bring  recommendations  to  the  floor. 
Also,  the  General  Conference’s  presid¬ 
ing  officer  —  a  bishop  —  comes  from 
the  executive  branch.  And  delegates 
receive  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  previous  day  in  the  “Daily  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate”  just  as  members  of 
Congress  receive  the  “Congressional 
Record.” 

An  important  difference,  noted  in  a 
book  “The  Organization  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church”  by  Bishop  Jack  M. 
Tuell,  is  that  the  General  Conference 
is  not  only  a  national,  but  an  inter¬ 
national,  body,  with  delegates  from 
Annual  Conferences  in  many  nations 
joining  in  the  legislative  work  of  a 
world  church. 

There  is  also  “politicking”  in  the 
halls  as  concerned  UMs  seek  to  in¬ 
fluence  the  thinking  of  delegates  on 
specific  issues. 

One  of  the  democratic  guarantees 
provided  in  church  law  is  the  right  of 
any  organization,  minister  or  lay¬ 
person  of  the  UMC  to  submit  a  petition 
to  the  General  Conference.  A  petition 
is  essentially  a  proposal  to  add  to,  to 
delete  from,  or  amend  “The 
Discipline.”  Petitioners  can  also  ask 
that  a  specific  section  be  retained. 

These  petitions  become,  in  effect, 
the  agenda  for  the  General 
Conference’s  10  legislative 
committees.  In  addition,  they  review 
recommendations  growing  out  of 
studies  mandated  by  the  previous 
General  Conference.  Each  petition 
must  be  considered  and  dealt  with  by 
a  committee. 

Actions  are  “official” 

Finally,  the  General  Conference 
possesses  the  unique  privilege  of  be¬ 
ing  the  only  UM  body  which  can  speak 
“officially”  for  the  denomination. 
When  the  General  Conference  adopts 
a  position,  it  can  be  said,  “The  United 
Methodist  Church  stands  for  this” 
(Par.  610). 

Even  so,  the  General  Conference 
cannot  bind  the  conscience  and  speak 
for  all  the  denomination’s  members, 
as  will  be  clear  when  one  reads  read¬ 
er-reactions  to  various  General 
Conference  decisions  in  the  Reporter. 


Military  arms  opponents  running  risks 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Reporter  Staff  Special 

Several  United  Methodists  are  risking 
jobs,  homes,  fines  and  even  jail  to  halt 
nuclear  arms  production  and  the  increas¬ 
ing  militarization  of  the  United  States. 

The  Rev.  Carl  Lundborg,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  has  refused  to  pay  50  per¬ 
cent  of  his  federal  income  taxes  since 
1981,  protesting  that  percentage  which  he 
says  supports  the  military. 

His  congregation  has  voted  twice  since 
August  not  to  turn  over  church  records  to 
the  Internal  Revenue  Service  (IRS),  de¬ 
spite  two  summons.  An  attorney  has 
been  retained  to  defend  the  church  and 
Mr.  Lundborg. 

In  Portland,  Ore.,  the  Rev.  John 
Schwiebert,  pastor  of  Lincoln  Street 
UMC,  and  his  wife.  Pat.  attempted  to 


block  the  entrance  of  a  local  missile  plant 
and  were  arrested  Dec.  1.  The 
Schwieberts  began  their  own  tax  protest 
similar  to  Mr.  Lundborg’s  six  years  ago 
Since  then  they  have  withheld  a  per¬ 
centage  of  their  tax  tbat  goes  for  the  mili¬ 
tary. 

Arrested  along  with  48  other  pro¬ 
testers,  the  Schwieberts  spent  six  days  in 
an  Oregon  detention  center.  Longtime 
peace  activists,  they  believe  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  nuclear  arms  must  be  stopped. 

The  IRS  seized  the  amount  withheld 
from  their  1981  taxes  in  addition  to  a 
penalty  fee  from  the  Schwieberts’  credit 
union  account  in  1982.  Anticipating 
similar  action  regarding  the  amount 
withheld  in  1982,  the  Schwieberts  have 
reduced  their  financial  resources. 

“We  don’t  have  any  money  left  in  our 
savings  account,  and  my  wife,  a  regis¬ 


tered  nurse  and  educational  coordinator 
at  Oregon  Health  Sciences  University, 
has  quit  her  job,  so  there’s  nothing  for 
the  IRS  to  seize,”  said  Mr.  Schwiebert. 
“Now  only  my  salary  is  left,  and  I’m 
hoping  that  the  congregation  will  refuse 
to  pay  that  to  the  IRS.  ’’ 

The  Rev.  Lyda  Pierce,  co-pastor  of  the 
UMC  of  McCleary .  Wash.,  was  convicted 
of  obstructing  a  train  last  June  that  she 
believed  was  carrying  nuclear  missile 
parts.  Her  husband,  the  Rev  Paul 
Jeffery,  her  co-pastor,  has  been  involved 
in  similar  protests.  The  couple  describe 
themselves  as  tax  resisters. 

The  couple  has  paid  only  50  percent  of 
their  taxes  since  1981.  On  Oct.  26,  the  IRS 
seized  their  bank  account  and  filed  a 
federal  tax  lien  granting  the  agency  the 
right  of  legal  seizure  of  any  property  the 
couple  owns. 
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Most  UM  clergy  happy  in  job 

Survey  also  finds  spouses’’  careers  increasingly  get  equal  priority 


Televised  service  launches  Bicentennial  Year 

BALTIMORE  (UMNS)  —  American  Methodism  set  sails  Christmas  Eve  in 
this  historic  seaport  city  for  a  year-long  celebration  of  its  200th  anniversary. 

Before  a  CBS  television  audience  estimated  to  be  in  the  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  across  the  nation,  members  from  five  Methodist  bodies  gathered  at 
midnight  to  commemorate  both  the  birth  of  Christ  and  the  1784  forming  of 
John  Wesley’s  followers  in  a  new  nation  into  an  organized  church. 

President  Ronald  Reagan  sent  “warmest  greetings.”  Mayor  William 
Schaefer  of  Baltimore  was  among  the  approximately  600  worshipers  who 
came  to  Lovely  Lane  United  Methodist  Church  despite  a  tetnperature  hover¬ 
ing  around  an  unseasonable  zero.  -umns photo 


the  church  today 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  The  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference  will  receive  a  report  indicating 
that  United  Methodist  clergy,  on  the 
whole,  are  generally  satisfied  with  their 
profession. 

The  same  report  will  say  that  slightly 
over  half  (54  percent)  of  UM  clergy  be¬ 
lieve  they  are  adequately  compensated 
financially. 

These  and  other  findings  will  come  in  a 
report  from  the  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  General  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry.  The  division  was 
directed  by  the  1980  General  Conference 
to  study  the  effect  of  remuneration  and 
other  compensation  on  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  system  of  itinerant  (traveling) 
ministry. 

Using  random  samples  of  clergy  and 
spouses,  the  study  found: 

•  80  percent  are  age  36  or  over. 

•  95  percent  are  white. 

•  94  percent  of  the  clergy  are  male. 

•  85.6  percent  of  the  clergy  (male  and 
female)  are  in  their  first  marriages;  an 
additional  7  percent  have  remarried,  and 
only  7.4  percent  of  clergy  are  unmarried. 

•  The  high  mobility  of  the  clergy  family 
(one  third  have  moved  between  6  and  10 
times)  makes  this  profession  “markedly 
different”  from  others. 

•  The  priority  of  the  ministerial  career 
over  the  spouse’s  career  is  changing.  In 
the  over-age  55  category  of  those 
sampled,  no  spouse’s  career  took 
precedence  and  only  23  percent  of  the 
couples  felt  it  was  equal.  In  the  35  and 
under  age  group,  almost  one-half  (46 
percent)  of  the  couples  indicated  that 
both  careers  were  equally  important. 

•  The  majority  of  married  clergy  per¬ 
ceive  their  spouse  as  helpful  to  their 


career  and  active  in  the  parish. 

•  The  marital  life  of  clergy  and  their 
spouses  is  clearly  subordinate  to  the 
clergy’s  professional  life. 

•  Most  clergy,  spouses,  and  bishops 
will  seek  a  compromise  situation  when 
the  family’s  needs  are  in  conflict  with 
career  demands.  On  this  point,  the  study 
report  noted,  “Apparently,  a  tremendous 
amount  of  creative  problem-solving  is 
undertaken  in  the  everyday  lives  of 
clergy  families." 

•  The  premise  that  the  careers  of  both 
adults  in  a  family  are  equally  important 
‘is  likely  to  become  stronger.” 

Looking  to  the  future,  the  report  sees 


an  advantage  to  the  church  as  both 
careers  (clergy  and  spouse)  become 
more  important.  “Clergy  couples  will  be 
an  advantage  to  the  appointive  system, 
since  the  cabinet  will  have  direct  super¬ 
vision  of  both  careers  instead  of  only 
one,”  the  report  states. 

The  report  also  notes  that  the  itinerant 
system  “has  shown  the  ability  to  change 
with  demographic  and  conceptual  shifts 
in  the  past. 

“This  flexibility  will  need  to  continue 
as  families  increasingly  view  both 
careers  as  equally  important,”  the 
report  says.  “This  change  should  be  the 
focus  of  any  modification  of  itineracy  in 


the  near  future.” 

The  study  attempted  to  find  answers  to 
such  questions  as  what  is  the  impact  of 
the  current  itinerant  system  on  parson¬ 
age  families,  what  are  effective  coping 
skills  for  life  in  a  mobile  society,  what  is 
the  relationship  between  marriage  and 
ordination  commitments,  and  what  is  the 
impact  of  the  itineracy  system  on  the 
children  of  clergy? 

The  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry 
funded  the  study.  Nearly  1,100  clergy  and 
nearly  1,000  clergy  spouses  were; 
sampled,  plus  a  50  percent  sample  of  the 
nearly  600  district  superintendents  and; 
all  45  active  bishops. 


Pres.  Carter  tells  seminarians 
don’t  neglect  peace,  human  rights 


Beer  ad  removed  from 
Bicentennial  tickets 

BALTIMORE  (UMNS)  —  “It’s  Bicen¬ 
tennial  time!” 

Some  such  paraphrase  of  a  major 
brewery’s  advertising  theme  seemed 
appropriate  here  this  autumn  when 
about  12,000  tickets  for  the  Bicentennial 
celebration  of  American  Methodism  next 
May  6  came  from  the  printer.  On  the 
back  of  each  ticket  was  an  advertisement 
for  a  Baltimore  radio  station,  and 
another  for  a  well-known  brand  of  beer. 

The  Rev.  Wilson  A.  Shearer,  assistant 
in  the  denomination's  Washington  Area 
for  General  Conference  and  Bicentennial 
affairs,  first  considered  putting  a  sticker 
with  the  Bicentennial  emblem  on  top  of 
the  beer  ad.  Finally,  the  tickets  were  re¬ 
printed  without  the  advertising.  They  are 
now  ready  for  distribution. 

Bishop’s  widow  joins 
Foundation  for  Evangelism 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  Catherine 
Copeland,  wife  of  the  late  Bishop  Ken¬ 
neth  W.  Copeland  who  died  in  1973  while 
in  active  service,  as  episcopal  leader  of 
the  Houston  Area,  has  joined  the  staff  of 
the  United  Methodist  Foundation  for 
Evangelism. 

Begun  by  the  late  Harry  Denman,  the 
34-year-old  foundation  has  assets  of  more 
than  $600,000.  The  Rev.  Charles  E. 
Kinder,  a  ministerial  member  of  the 
Florida  Conference,  has  been  president 
of  the  foundation  since  1979. 

Black  staff  of  UM  agencies 
regret  Bishop’s  departure 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Regret  has 
been  voiced  by  a  group  of  black  staff 


“Reminiscences  ” 

Historical  and  Biographical 
of  Reverend  Henry  Boehm 

"Reminiscences  "is  a  faithful  reproduction 
of  its  1875  edition  It  brings  to  all  of  us  a 
very  rare  and  almost  extinct  book  which 
was  evaluated  in  1875.  us  one  of  the 
richest  volumes  in  Methodist  literature 
Reminiscences  should  be  of  special  in 
terest  to  those  celebrating  the  1984  bicen 
termial  of  Methodism  in  America. 

Boehm  s  Chapel  Society  fTlAOO 

R-D.l,  Box  100.  [includes 

Boehm's  Rd  I  postage 

Willow  Street.  PA  17584_ t  . 


Why  Settle  For 
Second  Best? 

Why  take  chances  on  something  as  important 
to  your  Church  as  a  computer  system  when  you 
can  go  with  the  proven  leaders?  MSI  &  IBM 
have  joined  hands  to  bring  you  the  ultimate 
church  system. 

MSI  +  IBM  =  PChurch  III™ 

You  can  trust  MSI  to  bringyou  the  best  church  software. 
C!ip&  Mail  Today 


MEMBERSHIP  SERVICES.  INC. 

P)  I  would  like  a  free  proposal. 

TW1  me  more  about  PChurch  III. 

'”)  Ttell  me  about  tbe  computer  seminars 
Q  Send  me  a  subscription  to  "Ministry  & 
Microcomputer  '.  $40.  Bill  me. 


MSI 

P.O.  Box  152130 

Irving.  TX  75015 


TWe _ 

Church _ 

_ 9i»_ 

Address 

_ Phone'  .) _ 

City _  _ 

.State _ Zip _ 

Get  A  Free  PChurch  III 
Computer  Proposal  Tbday! 
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toll-free:' 800-527-9919,  ext.  0581 
or  in  Texas:  800-442-7950. 
ext.  0581. 
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ATLANTA  (UMNS)  —  Former  presi¬ 
dent  Jimmy  Carter  challenged  a  group  of 
future  ministers  here  at  Emory  Universi¬ 
ty’s  Candler  School  of  Theology  to  avoid 
becoming  so  preoccupied  with  their  du¬ 
ties  that  they  become  unconcerned  about 
the  poor,  defenseless,  persecuted  and  de¬ 
prived. 

Speaking  recently  to  275  students  and 
visitors  at  the  United  Methodist-related 
seminary,  the  former  president  said  if 
ministers  don’t  take  the  lead,  well-mean¬ 
ing  congregations  become  “dormant.” 

Because  of  the  uncaring  attitude  in  lo¬ 
cal  churches,  Mr.  Carter  said,  the  gov¬ 
ernment  has  taken  the  lead  in  creating 
programs  to  alleviate  suffering.  "This  is 
not  what  Christ  teaches,”  he  declared. 

The  lack  of  concern  in  many  congrega¬ 


tions  is  not  so  much  by  deliberate  deci¬ 
sions  as  it  is  by  people  who  are  preoccu¬ 
pied  with  their  own  duties,  he  said.  “Go¬ 
ing  to  church  and  holding  an  office  in  a  lo¬ 
cal  congregation  are  enough  (for  many) 
to  feel  they’re  fulfilling  their  Christian 
obligation,”  he  observed. 

“If  Christ’s  own  people  don’t  care 
about  peace  or  human  rights  .  .  .  then 
who  in  God’s  world  will  do  it?”  he  asked. 

While  the  Christian  influence  has  made 
the  world  a  better  place,  the  former  pres¬ 
ident  said,  the  church  “as  comprised  by 
us  is  faulty,  self-centered,  fallible  com¬ 
pared  to  what  it  ought  to  be  —  a  cru¬ 
sade." 

Mr.  Carter,  an  active  Baptist,  lectures 
twice  a  month  at  Emory,  where  he  is  a 
distinguished  professor. 


He  challenged  the  future  ministers  to. 
become  informed  about  world  concerns 
and  to  help  their  congregations  become 
informed. 

There  are  plenty  of  congregational  du¬ 
ties  that  will  keep  a  minister  busy  “if 
that’s  all  you  want  to  do,”  he  said.  “Or 
there’s  an  opportunity  to  inspire  people, 
to  shake  them  up  or  maybe  aggravate 
them.” 

He  predicted  that  90  percent  of  the  fu¬ 
ture  ministers  in  the  audience  will  do  the 
former  “because  there  are  some  adverse 
consequences  of  shaking  up  a  church  and 
asking  people  to  do  more. 

“It  takes  a  lot  of  courage  to  say  on  your 
knees,  ‘God,  don’t  let  me  be  satisfied 
with  being  the  pastor  of  a  church  ...  let 
my  ambition  for  you  be  greater.’  ” 


members  of  United  Methodist  national 
agencies  at  the  resignation  from  the  epis¬ 
copacy  of  the  Rev.  James  Armstrong, 
and  at  the  acceptance  of  the  resignation 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

A  statement  released  Nov.  22  here  by 
the  Rev.  Gilbert  H.  Caldwell,  who  chairs 
the  Black  Staff  Forum,  said  in  part, 
"James  Armstrong  as  local  church  pas¬ 
tor  and  as  bishop  dared  to  identify  with 
and  support  the  activism  of  ethnic  minor¬ 
ities  as  we  have  confronted  institution¬ 
alized  racial  injustice:  his  writings,  ser¬ 
mons  and  pronouncements  have 
captured  our  quest  for  empowerment 
and  liberation.” 

Fire  heavily  damages 
First  UMC,  Houston 

HOUSTON  —  United  Methodism’s 
largest  congregation  suffered  heavy  fire 
damage  to  its  sanctuary  here  Dec.  27. 

First  UMC  held  worship  services  on 
New  Year’s  Day  in  the  ballroom  of  the 
Hyatt  Regency  Hotel  due  to  the  fire  of  un¬ 
determined  origin. 

The  Houston  fire  department  extin¬ 
guished  the  blaze  but  not  before  it  had  de¬ 
stroyed  one  balcony  and  a  major  part  of 
what  local  newspapers  described  as  a 
“famed”  stained  glass  window.  The  edu¬ 
cation  building  received  some  smoke 
damage  but  remained  fully  useable. 

AIDS  victim  dies 
of  rare  blood  disease 

NEW  YORK  —  Charles  Bergner,  a 
United  Methodist  layman  suffering  from 
AIDS,  died  Dec.  26  in  Bethesda,  Md..  of 
what  was  described  as  a  rare  blood  dis¬ 
ease. 

His  death  came  after  the  deadline  for 
the  Reporter's  Dec.  30  edition  which, 
under  the  general  heading  of  “whatever 
happened  to  .  .  reported  that  he  had 
been  readmitted  to  a  government  re¬ 
search  hospital  in  Bethesda. 

Memorial  services  were  scheduled  for 
Jan.  3  in  Washington  Square  UMC  here, 
where  he  was  a  member. 

Retired  bishop  marries 

DOWLING  PARK,  Fla.  —  Bishop 
Ralph  E.  Dodge,  76,  who  served  many 
years  in  Africa,  was  married  here  in  a 
quiet  family  ceremony  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Law,  66,  a  retired  businesswoman  and  a 
deaconess 
Church. 


Some  findings  surprising 

Minnesota  UMs9  beliefs  detailed 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  A  detailed  portrait 
of  Minnesota’s  United  Methodists  has 
emerged  from  a  five-year  “Faith  and 
Ferment”  study  of  all  Christians  in  the 
state. 

A  surprise  finding  for  some  observers 
was  that  fewer  than  half  (46  percent)  of 
Minnesota  United  Methodists  believe 
that  the  resurrection  of  Christ  is  basic  to 
Christian  teaching. 

To  most  Minnesota  UMs  (56  percent) 
human  nature  is  not  essentially  evil. 
Some  (29  percent)  assume,  in  fact,  that 
humans  are  inherently  good,  yet  half 
say,  too,  that  a  Christian  must  believe 
that  all  people  are  sinful.  But  United 
Methodists  are  less  inclined  (42  percent) 
than  church  members  from  other  groups 
to  consider  themselves  sinful. 

Seventy-nine  percent  of  the  United 
Methodists  surveyed  felt  sure,  as  did 
most  members  of  other  denominations 
surveyed,  that  God  is  at  work  in  their 
lives,  helping  them  to  make 
determinations  and  giving  direction. 

Eighty-two  percent  accept  the  Bible  as 
the  authoritative  Word  of  God  and  75 
percent  see  it  as  an  important  part  of 
their  own  spiritual  development. 
Nevertheless,  most  (65  percent)  leave 
room  for  error  in  the  Bible  one  way  or 


another,  without  ceasing  to  see  it  as  the 
Word  of  God. 

Most  (79  percent)  do  not  feel  that 
accepting  all  teachings  of  their  church  is 
an  essential  part  of  faith  life.  Few  (27 
percent)  identify  their  church  as  “the 
true  church.” 

Intervention  by  God  in  their  daily 
affairs  of  life  is  taken  for  granted  by  72 
percent  of  United  Methodists.  Fewer  (60 
percent)  are  convinced  that  God 
intervenes  in  the  affairs  of  society. 

Only  53  percent  of  United  Methodist 
believers  are  convinced  they  will  again 
see  those  close  to  them  who  have  died, 
and  the  greatest  number  of  respondents 
(38  percent)  feel  sure  that  the  church 
should  concentrate  on  life  here  more 
than  it  should  emphasize  life  hereafter 
(13  percent).  United  Methodists  are 
strongly  opposed  to  suicide  (87  percent), 
but  much  less  opposed  to  mercy  killing 
(57  percent). 

Almost  all  United  Methodists  surveyed 
(91  percent)  rejected  the  position  that 
artificial  methods  of  birth  control  are 
immoral.  Few  (15  percent)  feel  that 
abortion  is  always  wrong,  and  a  good 
many  (36  percent)  consider  it  not  only 
permissible  in  certain  cases  but  simply  a 
matter  of  personal  choice  (32  percent) . 

A  firm  majority  (74  percent)  consider 


extramarital  sex  sinful,  but  18  percent 
consider  it  a  matter  of  personal  choice.  A 
slight  majority  (58  percent)  regard 
premarital  sex  as  sinful,  but  less  than 
half  (46  percent)  hold  that  homosexuality 
is  totally  immoral.  United  Methodists 
were  found  more  supportive  of  sex 
education  in  the  public  schools  (69 
percent)  than  are  any  of  the  other 
denominations  involved. 

Most  United  Methodists  (65  percent) 
expect  the  church  to  help  improve  the 
position  of  minority  groups  —  Indians, 
blacks  and  Latin  Americans  —  as  a 
proper  part  of  its  mission.  They  are  firm, 
too  (96  percent)  in  the  position  that 
women  and  men  are  equal,  but  far  fewer 
(66  percent)  say  they  endorse  or  support 
the  women’s  movement  or  believe  that 
women  and  men  should  have  an  equal 
place  in  the  ministry  of  the  church  (74 
percent). 

Other  findings  in  brief : 

•  46  percent  look  to  the  church  for 
leadership  in  such  social  areas  as 
racism,  sexism  and  economic  concerns. 

•  Exactly  half  adopt  the  premise  that 
the  church  should  express  itself  on  mat¬ 
ters  of  foreign  policy. 

•  71  percent  say  they  want  church 
unity,  and  87  percent  are  highly 
committed  to  the  quest  for  open 


communion  in  Christian  churches. 

The  study,  which  cost  $200,000,  was 
conducted  by  the  Institute  for 
Ecumenical  and  Cultural  Research, 
Collegeville,  Minn.  Results  are  reported 
in  a  new  book,  “Faith  and  Ferment:  An 
Interdisciplinary  Study  of  Christian 
Beliefs  and  Practices,”  which  was 
coauthored  by  Sister  Joan  D.  Chittister, 
and  Dr.  Martin  E.  Marty.  The  book  has 
been  published  jointly  by  Augsburg  Pub¬ 
lishing  House,  Minneapolis,  and  the  Li¬ 
turgical  Press,  Collegeville,  Minn. 

Mr.  Thorkelson  is  a  free-lance  writer. 


Global  Ministries  leader  accepts 
helm  of  unofficial  mission  agency 


the  Advent  Christian 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA  —  The  Rev.  H.  T.  Maclin  of 
United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  was  elected  here  last 
week  to  be  executive  director  of  a  new, 
unofficial  missionary-sending  agency  be¬ 
gun  in  November  by  UM  ministers  dis¬ 
satisfied  with  Global  Ministries. 

Since  1974,  Mr.  Maclin  has  been  one  of 
five  Global  Ministries  staff  persons  as¬ 
signed  to  U.S.  regions  to  interpret  and 
promote  the  board’s  programs. 

“I  do  not  want  my  move  to  suggest  I 
think  everything  about  the  board  is 
wrong;  it  isn’t,”  Mr.  Maclin  told  the  Re¬ 
porter.  But  a  belief  that  the  new  agency 
can  respond  —  where  Global  Ministries 
isn’t  —  to  the  needs  of  overseas  churches 
and  U.S.  church  members  made  the 
move  something  he  had  to  do,  he  said. 

Since  joining  Global  Ministries  in  1953, 
he  has  served  15  years  in  mission  work  in 
Africa  and  Asia. 

At  a  meeting  on  Dec.  29,  the  new 
agency’s  board  of  directors  chose  the 
name,  “The  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists.” 

The  society  —  according  to  its  founders 


African  Palms 


If  you  buy  polm  crosses  mode  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  income 
averages  $55  per  year  to  buy  the  bare 
necessities  of  life  and  to  help  fill 
agricultural,  educational, 
vocational  and  health  needs.  All 
work  done  in  this  country  is 
volunteered.  Orders  are 
acknowledged  and  must  be 
received  by  March  15  to  assure 
delivery  by  Polm  Sunday.  Rotes 
based  on  $6.00  per  100:  $3.00  per  50.  in 
multiples  of  50.  Only  individual-sized 
palm  crosses  ore  ovoilable.  Inquiries 
invited.  Include  your  street  address 
for  United  Parcel  Service  delivery 
AFRICAN  PALMS.  P.O.  Box  575, 
Olney.  MD  20832. 


—  was  created  because  Global  Ministries 
“increasingly  is  abandoning  the  great 
commission  of  our  Lord  for  a  radicalized 
and  politized  ideology”  that  too  often  ne¬ 
glects  evangelism  that  names  the  name 
of  Jesus  and  calls  persons  to  faith  in  the 
Gospel. 

This  society  will  have  its  headquarters 
in  the  Atlanta  area,  the  current  home  of 
Mr.  Maclin,  58. 

The  mission  society  is  being  incor¬ 
porated  in  the  state  of  Georgia  by  Ken 
Weatherford,  a  layman  who  is  the 
national  president  of  United  Methodist 
Men,  society  leaders  say. 

Global  Ministries  response 

The  chief  executive  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  told  United  Methodist  News  Service 
that  the  new  mission  society  likely  will 
“harm  more  than  help  the  mission  of  the 
church.  Wherever  rivalry  and  duplica¬ 
tion  of  mission  efforts  occur,  the  result 
diminishes  the  witness  of  those  who 
would  proclaim  Jesus  Christ,”  said  the 
Rev.  Randolph  Nugent. 

“Those  who  are  serious  about  sending 
more  missionaries  can  give  to  a  $2  mil¬ 
lion  Advance  Special  we  are  launching,’’ 
Dr.  Nugent  said.  “We  have  some  40  mis¬ 
sion  posts  vacant  because  of  a  need  for 
additional  funds.  We  urge  congregations 
to  accept  this  challenge  so  we  can  send 
the  doctors,  teachers,  evangelists  and 
others  requested  by  overseas  churches.” 

Mr.  Maclin,  who  notified  Dr.  Nugent 
last  week  that  he  will  take  the  new  job  on 
Feb.  1,  told  the  Reporter  that  he  and  the 
new  mission  societywill  continue  to  sup¬ 
port  Global  Ministries’  Advance  Special 
program.  He  added,  however,  that  there 
is  a  need  for  many  United  Methodists  to 
be  able  to  support  an  agency  that  will 
send  UM  missionaries  who  are  rejected 
by  Global  Ministries  because  they  don’t 
share  the  same  mission  philosophy. 

He  said  his  decision  to  lead  the  new 
agency  was  influenced  by  three  primary 
factors. 

(1)A  study  leave  in  1980  in  which  he 
toured  Asia  and  Africa  and  heard  many 
complaints  from  native  leaders  that  Glo¬ 


bal  Ministries  was  not  sending  the 
amount  or  kind  of  aid  and  missionaries 
they  wanted. 

(2)  Constant  contact  with  local 
churches  through  his  promotion  job  in 
the  Southeast  Jurisdiction.  He  said  he 
finds  widespread  —  although  not  univer¬ 
sal  —  frustration  by  members  who  feel 
Global  Ministries  leaders  aren’t  sensi¬ 
tive  to  their  views. 

(3)  Four  months  of  work  in  London 
during  1971  in  the  same  building  as  the 
Church  Missionary  Society  which  since 
1799  has  been  the  unofficial  missionary 
agency  of  the  Church  of  England.  Having 
two  agencies  within  that  denomination 
has  added  vigor  and  zeal  to  the  mission 
effort  and  definitely  has  not  diminished 
the  witness,  Mr.  Maclin  said. 

Directors  named 

The  society’s  board  elected  the  Rev.  L. 
D.  Thomas  of  First  UMC,  Tulsa  as  its 
chairman  and  the  Rev.  Ira  Gallaway  of 
First  UMC,  Peoria,  Ill.  as  secretary. 

On  the  board  are  the  Rev.  James  H. 
Pike,  professor  of  missions  at  UM-re- 
lated  Wesley  Seminary  in  Washington 
D  C. ;  the  Rev.  Gerald  Anderson,  director 
of  the  interdenominational  Overseas  Min¬ 
istries  Study  Center  at  Ventnor,  N.J.,  and 
the  Rev.  Clarence  Yates  of  Orlando,  Fla. 

Also  named  to  the  board  are  the  Rev. 
Michael  Walker  and  the  Rev.  Paul  Mor¬ 
rell  of  the  Dallas  area  and  the  Rev.  John 
Grenfell  of  Plymouth,  Mich.,  all  three 
leaders  of  the  unofficial  Good  News  cau¬ 
cus;  the  Rev.  J.  Elsworth  Kalas  of  Cleve¬ 
land;  Mr.  Weatherford  of  Lawrenceville, 
Ga.;  the  Rev.  Ed  Robb,  a  UM-approved 
evangelist  in  Texas  and  chairman  of  the 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy, 
and  the  Rev.  William  Henderson  of  Jop¬ 
lin,  Mo. 

Dr.  Thomas  said  up  to  18  more  direc¬ 
tors  —  including  several  leaders  of  over¬ 
seas  Methodist  churches  —  will  be 
named  to  the  board  later. 

The  board  will  meet  again  in  Kissimee, 
Fla.,  next  week.  At  its  first  meeting,  it 
raised  $150,000  for  setting  up  the  mission 
society. 


CLASSIFIED  j 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
by  June  l.  1984.  Active  1200+  church  desires  person 
with  training  and  experience  with  special  interest  in 
children  and  adult  ministries.  Send  resumes  to 
Harold  Sassman.  Pastor.  Tarrytown  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  P.O.  Box  5566.  Austin.  TX  78763.  Salary 
minimum  is  $17,500 

STAY  WITHIN  YOUR  1984  BUDGET  Budget 

Analysis  for  Churches,  free  consultation.  Computer 
Resources  and  Technology,  710  Sugarplum  Circle, 
Sugar  Land.  TX  77478.  (713)491-5154.  ! 

SPRING-Autumn  in  the  Smokies.  Reserve  now. 
Incomparable  view  Completely  furnished  effic¬ 
iencies  $125  week  $400  four  weeks,  Clayton  Calhoun. 
POB  1138.  Waynesville.  NC  28786  (7041  627-6067 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL.  A  portfolio  of 

graphs  and  instructions  for  embroidery  and  other 
projects  Portfolio  shows  nine  items  featuring  the 
United  Methodist  symbol.  Includes:  latch  hook 
banner,  candlewick  pillow,  needlepoint  bookend, 
backstitch  Christmas  ornaments,  and  five  cross- 
stitch  projects.  $7.00  (Minn,  residents  add  6%  tax  > 
Nancy  Designs,  11036-R  Trail  West.  Bloomington, 
MN  55437 

PRESERVE  YOUR  OWN  CHURCH'S  HISTORY 
Publish  it  Celebrate  its  anniversary.  Free  brochure, 
estimates.  We  also  specialize  in  group  cookbooks  and 
family  histories  Sanders  Printing.  Box  160-Ml. 
Garretson,  SD  57030.  (605)  594-3427. 

FOR  SALE:  246-bell  Grand  Symphony  Carillon  with 

console  and  bench,  indoor  and  outdoor  amplifiers, 
electronic  digital  player/recorder  system,  and  16 
loudspeakers.  Valued  at  $100,000  Reasonable  offers 
considered  Contact  Sunsphere,  Inc..  812  Clinch 
Avenue.  Knoxville.  TN  37923.  (6151  971-4280. 

RETIRING?  Yucca  Condominiums  are  beautiful, 
convenient,  and  almost  carefree  Close  to  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  to  Mineral  Baths.  Write 
Condos,  316  Austin.  Truth  or  Consequences.  N.M, 
87901. 

POSITION  OPEN:  We  are  looking  for  Full  Time 
Christian  Education  Director  For  more  information 
please  call  or  write  Rev  David  Burgess.  Faith  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  710  Eighth  Street.  Farmington. 
MN  55024.  (612  )  460-6110 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  Director  University 
Religious  Center,  Serving  California  State  Univer¬ 
sity  Fresno.  United  Methodist  Minister  required.  For 
information  and  application  forms.  Ms  Laurie 
Labbitt  Perry.  Chairperson.  Personnel-Search 
Committee.  2311  East  Shaw  Avenue.  Fresno.  CA 
93710 

Robert  and  Patricia  Scoggin  will  be  leading  a 

"Musical  Tour  of  Europe  and  More  in  '84"  next 
August  '84.  Inquiries/Brochure  available,  Dittman 
Tours,  Inc  .  P.O.  Box  6248.  Rochester.  MN  55903.  1- 
800-426-2255  (outside  Minn).  1-800-642-3860  (within 
Minn.i  ' 

POSITION:  CONFERENCE  BUSINESS  ADMIN¬ 

ISTRATOR  Central  Illinois  Conference  United 
Methodist  Church.  New  position,  full-time.  June  15. 
1984  Various  Administrative  duties  and  responsi¬ 
bilities  including  Conference  Treasurer  Office 
located  in  Bloomington.  Illinois.  Job  Description: 
Administrator  shall  have  professional  business 
administration  or  related  training:  have  a  baccalau¬ 
reate  degree  (Masters'  degree  preferred):  possess 
knowledge  of  and  experience  in  accounting  and 
computer  applications;  have  at  least  four  (4)  years  of 
successful  administrative  experience,  with  demon¬ 
strated  ability  to  manage  personnel,  budgets  and 
office  situations:  bebondable;  be  familiar  with  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  organization,  and  be  able  to 
work  in  harmony  therewith  Salary  range: 
$30,000. 00-$35. 000. 00 "  Contact  for  further  information 
and  send  resumes  and  recommendations  to  Rev. 
Arthur  M.  Runyon.  504  N.  Vermilion  St  ..  Danville,  IL 
61832  Resume  deadline  March  10. 1984 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  —  opening  for  enthusiastic 
person  capable  of  leading  a  dynamic  program  in  a 
growing  church  Salary  and  benefits  from  $16,000 
depending  on  education  and  experience.  Send 
resume  to  Rav  Karrer.  Chairman.  PPR  Committee. 
Calvary  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  673. 
Paris,  TX  75460 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATOR  to  work  with  predom¬ 
inantly  black  UMC  congregations  in  Nashville 
District  and  in  admissions  for  Scarritt  College. 
Contacl  the  Rev  John  Corrv.  Meharry  Medical 
College.  Box  507,  Nashville.  TN  37208  by  Jan.  31. 

(POSITION  AVAILABLE  FEB  1ST.  DIRECTOR  OF 
MUSIC.  1500  member  church  Full  graded  choir 
program  including  handbells  Mail  resume  to  Staff- 
Parish  Relations  Committee.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O.  Box  1556.  Dunedin.  Florida  34296  1; 
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\t  Global  Food  Crisis 
Appeal  Sunday 


February  5, 1984 


A  special  offering  will  be  received  in  all  Hie  Churches  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  This  is  a  Conference  Advance  Special. 


Educational  Ministries  to  be  emphasized  in  1984 


By  DR.  HARVEY  G.  WILLIAMSON 
Director  Conference  Council  On 
Ministries 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  a  program  to 
strengthen  the  educational  ministries  of 
the  church  through  the  Sunday  school 
will  be  strongly  emphasized  and 
implemented  in  the  year  1984. 

There  are  some  99  churches 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference 
that  presently  have  no  organized  Sunday 
school.  It  is  the  purpose  of  this  program 
to  begin  as  many  new  Sunday  schools  as 
possible  throughout  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  to  once  again  re¬ 
emphasize  the  significance  and  the 
importance  of  the  Sunday  school  to  the 
life  of  the  total  church.  As  a  part  of  the 
mandate  of  the  Gospel  “to  go  into  all  the 
world,’’  this  emphasis  will  focus  on 
extending  the  work  of  the  church  in  its 
teaching-nurturing  function.  The 
teaching  ministry  is  a  vital  part  of  the 
work  of  any  congregation  as  its  people 
seek  to  provide  experiences  of  teaching 
and  learning  for  persons  of  all  ages.  The 
Sunday  school  has  proven  to  be  an 
effective  outreach  arm  of  the  local 
church.  If  the  church  is  to  reach  persons 
for  Christ  it  must  seek  to  strengthen  the 
Sunday  school  as  a  vital  element  of  its 
evangelistic  mission.  Experience  and 
research  have  proven  that  a  good  way  to 
build  up  the  congregation  in  any  church 
is  to  strengthen  its  teaching  ministry. 
Enrollment  and  attendance  in  Sunday 
school  are  leading  factors  in  the  growth 
of  a  congregation. 

Some  seven  or  eight  months  ago,  a 
Conference-wide  Sunday  School  Task 
Force  was  selected.  It  represented 
clergy  and  laity  from  throughout  the. 
Louisiana  Conference  who  would 


Fr.  William  Gedge  Gayle 


Gayle  is  Lectionary 
Presenter  for 
Epiphany 

Father  William  Gedge  Gayle,  the 
Episcopal  Presenter,  will  deliver  the 
early  Epiphany  lections  in  the  Satellite 
Lectionary  series  on  Tuesdays  January 
10,  17,  24  and  31  at  12  noon  on  Westar  V, 
Channel  15. 

Father  Gayle  is  Rector  of  St.  Martin’s 
Episcopal  Church  in  Metairie,  Louisiana. 
A  native  of  Lake  Charles,  he  is  a 
graduate  of  Tulane  University  and  the 
University  of  the  South,  Sewanee, 
Tennessee.  He  did  graduate  study  at 
Edinburgh  Theological  College  in 
Scotland  and  in  Christ  Church  College  in 
Canterbury,  England.  He  served 
Episcopal  parishes  in  Louisiana  and 
Georgia  before  assuming  his  present 
position. 

Conference  to  benefit 
from  new  HMEP  Plan 

The  Cabinet,  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  and  the  Board  of 
Pensions  acted  swiftly  on  behalf  of  the 
ministers  of  the  Conference  when  word 
came  from  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  that  HMEP  (Hospitalization 
and  Medical  Expense  Program)  would 
increase  41.7%  for  all  active  ministers 
and  others  under  65.  The  rates  for  retired 
ministers,  spouses  of  retired  ministers 
and  surviving  spouses,  all  over  65,  would 
have  increased  39%. 

In  joint  action,  the  three  groups  voted 
to  accept  a  new  HMEP  offer  by  Blue 
Cross  of  Louisiana.  All  ministers  and 
other  participants  were  asked  to  fill  out 
the  Blue  Cross  applications  and  return 
them  to  their  district  superintendents  by 
January  1, 1984. 

Costs  of  the  new  program  for  all 
persons  under  65  and  for  active  ministers 
over  65  are:  Minister  only  —  $78  per 
month;  Surviving  Spouse  only  —  $78  per 
month;  Minister  and  family  —  $208  per 


formulate  plans  for  this  new  Sunday 
school  emphasis.  Two  meetings  were 
held  with  staff  persons  from  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville,  and 
plans  were  completed  in  late  1983  from 
the  implementation  of  this  program. 
There  are  seven  districts  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  who  will  be 
participating  in  the  program  to  organize 
Sunday  schools  in  churches  where  none 
now  exist.  In  each  of  these  districts  a 
"special  task  force”  has  been  appointed, 
and  they  will  be  working  under  the 
direction  of  the  Conference  Task  Force  in 
giving  information  and  guidance  toward 
the  establishment  of  new  Sunday  schools. 

For  the  preparation  of  this  work, 
“Sunday  School  Caravans”  have  been 
organized  that  will  go  into  the  various 
districts  to  train  workers  in  the  churches 
that  have  agreed  to  participate  in  the 
organization  of  Sunday  schools.  This 
program  begins  on  January  17,  with 
representatives  from  the  Shreveport  and 
Monroe  districts  meeting  in  Arcadia  to 
receive  this  training.  On  January  18,  19 
and  26  similar  meetings  will  be  held  in 
the  New  Orleans-Houma,  New  Orleans- 
Slidell,  Baton  Rouge-Hammond,  Baton 
Rouge-Lafayette  and  Lake  Charles 
Districts.  Recognition  of  those  churches 
where  new  Sunday  schools  are  organized 
will  be  given  at  Annual  Conference  in 
June. 

In  order  to  help  the  local  church 
leaders  throughout  the  Conference 
become  more  skilled  in  their  teaching 
abilities  a  number  of  workshops  have 
been  planned  for  1984.  The  first  of  these 
will  be  a  workshop  scheduled  for 
February  18  at  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge  from  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  This 
workshop,  open  to  both  clergy  and  laity, 
will  help  persons  responsible  for 
developing  and  leading  Bible  study 


The  annual  Convocation  of  Boards  for 
the  Louisiana  Conference  is  scheduled 
for  January  19,  20  and  21  at  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Clergy  and  laity  alike  will  gather 
from  all  parts  of  the  state  to  participate 
in  the  work  of  the  various  boards, 
agencies,  commissions  and  committees 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

During  these  three  days  of  meetings  all 
boards  will  be  considering  programs  and 
activities  relative  to  their  particular 
interest  and  responsibility.  Such 
concerns  as  evangelism,  church 
extension  and  revitalization,  the 
celebration  of  the  Bicentennial  year, 
nuclear  disarmament,  world  peace, 
concerns  of  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church,  the  financial  status  of  the 
conference,  our  education  and  campus 
ministries  and  other  programs  will  be 
discussed  and  plans  made  for  the 
implementation  of  these  programs 
throughout  the  Conference. 

A  time  schedule  for  the  meeting  of  the 
various  boards  is  found  in  this  issue  of 
the  paper.  During  the  dinner  hour, 
scheduled  for  Friday,  January  20  at  6 
p.m.,  the  group  will  have  the  opportunity 
of  hearing  Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway.  This 
will  be  the  first  chance  that  Bishop 
Galloway  has  had  to  address  a  large 
number  of  conference  officials  gathered 
at  such  a  meeting.  In  addition  to  this,  Dr. 
Nancy  Carruth  and  Dr.  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn,  leaders  of  the  delegation  to  the 
General  Conference,  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  share  with  the  group 
present  issues  and  concerns  that  will  be 
presented  to  the  1984  General  Conference 
meeting  in  May  at  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
Members  of  the  delegation  will  be  seated 
at  various  tables  throughout  the  dinner 
hour  giving  those  at  that  particular  table 
an  opportunity  to  discuss  with  them 
matters  of  interest  concerning  proposals 
coming  before  the  General  Conference. 

All  members  of  conference  boards, 
committees  and  commissions  are  urged 
to  attend  as  well  as  other  persons 
interested  in  knowing  more  about  the 
programs  and  the  activities  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  This  three-day 
meeting  is  always  a  high’  point  in  the  life 
of  the  Conference  as  laity  and  clergy 
together  have  an  opportunity  to  make 
plans  and  preparations  for  the  days 
ahead. 


month;  and  Surviving  Spouse  and 
Family  —  $208  per  month. 

The  new  Blue  Cross  rates  will  cover 
approximately  the  same  Hospital  and 
Medical  benefits  as  the  previous 
programs  with  the  following  exceptions: 
(1)  There  will  now  be  only  one  $200 
deductible  per  person  per  year  instead  of 
two  $200  deductibles;  (2)  Blue  Cross  will 
pay  80%  of  the  next  $2,500  in  claims,  and 
the  participants  20%  for  a  maximum  of 

$500.  Then  Blue  Cross  pays  100%  of 


groups  to  explore  the  skills  necessary  for 
fruitful  Bible  study. 

A  Sunday  School  Growth  and  Renewal 
Workshop  will  be  held  at  the  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge 
on  March  10.  This  particular  workshop  is 
designed  to  give  opportunity  for 
churches  to  develop  a  plan  for  Sunday 
school  growth  and  revitalization.  The 
program  is  open  to  pastors,  church 
school  teachers,  church  school  leaders 
and  others  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
the  educational  and  evangelistic 
outreach  of  their  local  church. 

Experiencing  the  Bible  with  Children 
will  be  the  third  workshop  available  to 
laity  and  clergy  throughout  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  This  workshop, 
scheduled  for  March  22  at  First  Church 
of  Baton  Rouge,  explores  ways  adults 
can  help  children  discover  Bible 
meanings  and  the  methodology  for 
teaching  the  Bible  to  children.  This 
workshop,  along  with  the  others  being 
made  available  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  will  give  United  Methodists 
of  this  state  an  opportunity  to  prepare 


themselves  for  the  strengthening  and  the 
development  of  the  Sunday  school 
program  in  their  particular  congrega¬ 
tions. 

In  addition  to  these  workshops  a  series 
of  video  training  tapes  are  presently 
being  prepared  by  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries.  These  training 
tapes  are  designed  to  give  instruction  to 
workers  with  children,  workers  with 
youth,  workers  in  adult  and  family 
ministries  and  workers  with  singles. 
These  tapes  and  training  guides  should 
be  available  by  early  Spring  from  the 
Resource  Center  in  the  Council  on 
Ministries  Office. 

All  United  Methodist  churches 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference  are 
urged  to  join  in  the  emphasis  being  given 
to  the  importance  and  the  significance  of 
the  Sunday  school.  Good  things  can 
happen  in  the  churches  of  Louisiana  as 
we  celebrate  our  rich  heritage  and 
dedicate  ourselves  anew  to  reaching  out 
in  love  and  service  to  all  people  through 
the  educational  programs  of  ourchurch. 


Convocation  of  Boards  to  meet  this  month 


Agenda  for  Convocation  of  Boards 

Thursday.  January  19, 1984 

Room 

9:00  a.m.  Cabinet  Meeting 

Headquarters  Bldg. 

12:00  p.m.  Executive  Committee,  Board 

Ordained  Ministry 

Church  Parlor 

2:00  p.m.  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

Church  Parlor 

7 : 00  p.m.  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Committees 

Church  Parlor 

Board  of  Church  &  Society 

Room  106 

Friday,  January  20, 1984 

9:00  a.m.  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

Church  Parlor 

Board  of  Church  &  Society 

Room  106 

Commission  on  Archives  & 

&  History 

Room  117 

Executive  Committee,  Board  of 

Diaconal  Ministry 

Room  118 

10:00  a.m.  Board  of  Higher  Education 

&  Campus  Ministry 

Room  115 

Conference  Bicentennial 

Committee 

Room  113 

10:30  a.m.  Council  on  Finance  & 

Administration 

Headquarters  Bldg. 

12:30  a.m.  Executive  Committee,  Board 

Of  Global  Ministries 

Craft  Room 

1:00  p.m.  Communications  Committee 

1:15  p.m.  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry 

Room  118 

1:30  p.m.  Committee  Meetings,  Board 

Craft  Room, 

of  Global  Ministries 

College  Room, 
Chapel,  Room  104 
&  Room  105 

2:00  p.m.  Commission  on  Equitable 

Salaries 

Room  112 

2:00  p.m.  Board  Of  Pensions 

Room  113 

3:00  p.m.  Committee  on  Christian  Unity  & 

Interreligious  Affairs 

Room  114 

Board  of  Discipleship 

Lyle  Hall 

4:00  p.m.  Board  of  Global  Ministries 

Craft  Room 

6:00p.m.  DINNER  4  CONVOCATION  PROGRAM 

GYM 

8:00  p.m.  Board  of  Discipleship 

Lyle  Hall 

Board  of  Church  &  Society 

Room  106 

Board  of  Global  Ministries 

Craft  Room 

Board  of  Higher  Education  & 

Campus  Ministry 

Room  115 

Saturday,  January  21,  1984 

8:00  a.m.  Board  of  Higher  Education  & 

Campus  Ministry 

Room  115 

9 : 00  a .  m .  Board  of  Church  &  Society 

Room  106 

Board  of  Global  Ministries 

Board  of  Discipleship 

Lyle  Hall 

9:30  a.m.  Committee  on  the  Status  4  Role  of  Women 

10:00  a.m.  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board 

Conference  Ethnic  Minority  Committee 

Room  112 

reasonable  charges  up  to  1,000,000.  (The 
semi-private  room  is  the  same  as 
before);  (3)  In  addition,  these  rates 
include  a  Basic  Dental  Program,  whose 
details  and  benefits  will  be  mailed  to  all 
persons  covered  in  January. 

For  retired  persons  over  65  (ministers, 
ministers’  spouses  and  surviving 
spouses),  the  rate  for  Group  Health 
Insurance  will  remain  at  $42.98  per 
month.  The  General  Board  of  Pension 
will  continue  the  deductions  as  before. 
Two  benefits  not  covered  by  the  new  Blue 


Cross  plan  in  relation  to  Medicare  are: 
(1)  Prescription  Drugs  (self- 
administered);  and  (2)  Full-Time  (RN 
or  LPN)  Private  Duty  Nursing.  The 
Conference  Board  of  Pensions  will 
continue  the  Prescription  Drugs  (self- 
administered)  portion  not  covered  by 
Blue  Cross.  These  claims  should  be 
mailed  to  the  Conference  Office  (P.O. 
Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821) 
separate  from  other  claims  sent  to  Blue 
Cross.  The  $50  per  person  per  year 
deductible- will  still  apply. 


International  Lesson  Series 


Vision  and  Mission 

By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Isaiah  6:1-8 

Today  we  read  of  the  prophet’s  own  testimony.  Isaiah  gives  glimpses  of  his  early 
ministry  and  describes  in  some  detail  the  vision  which  led  to  his  answering  the  call  of 
God. 

Isaiah  prophesied  to  Judah  during  those  years  when  Israel  and  Syria  were  trying  to 
force  Judah  into  an  alliance  against  Assyria.  Assyria  was  threatening  and 
encroaching  on  the  northern  kingdom  of  Israel  and  was  a  threat  to  the  entire  area. 
(By  the  latter  part  of  the  eighth  century  B.C.  Assyria  had  overun  and  resettled  Israel, 
but  the  time  of  our  scripture  pre-dated  this  conquest  for  it  speaks  of  the  “year  that 
King  Uzziah  died”  which  was  somewhere  between  742  B.C.  and  735  B.C.).  The  two 
nations  were  putting  pressure  on  Judah.  Times  were  very  troubled,  and  the  nation 
needed  a  prophet  (whether  the  people  wanted  one  or  not) .  Isaiah  was  that  prophet. 

Isaiah  must  have  been  in  the  Temple  for  worship  when  his  call  came.  He  was 
overwhelmed  by  an  awareness  of  God’s  Presence,  a  Presence  which  filled  the 
entirety  of  his  being.  Isaiah  saw  God  as  a  monarch  on  a  heavenly  throne,  a  rather 
common  notion  for  the  Old  Testament  and  especially  for  several  Psalms  God  is  king 
over  a  court  which  has  as  his  attendants  the  seraphim.  These  seraphim  seem  to  have 
resembled  serpents  with  wings  and  human  features.  Since  other  ancient  cultures 
believed  that  serpent-like  creatures  guarded  the  king,  these  seraphim  may  have  been 
serving  a  similar  purpose.  The  seraphim  of  Judah  were  different  from  the  winged 
cobra  of  Egypt,  however,  in  that  the  seraphim,  being  guards  of  the  Israelite  God,  had 
to  cover  their  nakedness  and  their  faces  in  God’s  presence. 

The  Hebrew  language  has  no  superlatives  in  which  to  appropriately  speak  of  the 
greatest  and  holiest  God.  So,  a  three  fold  repetition  is  used  —  “Holy,  holy,  holy” 
means  the  holiest  of  all. 

There  was  much  smoke  inside  the  temple,  coming  from  the  incense  and  offerings. 
But,  a  parting  of  the  smoke  revealed  to  Isaiah  a  vision  of  God  himself  and  Isaiah  was 
terribly  frightened.  To  see  God  was  to  lose  one’s  life.  No  one  looked  upon  the  face  of 
God  and  lived.  So  Isaiah  cries  out  “Woe  is  me  ...  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips  ...  for 
my  eyes  have  seen  the  King,  the  Lord  of  hosts !  ” 

Then  a  seraphim  changed  a  potentially  disastrous  experience  to  one  of  cleansing. 
Instead  of  suffering  death,  Isaiah  is  cleansed  of  his  sins.  Even  his  guilt  is  taken  away. 
All  is  forgiven.  A  voice  speaks  and  Isaiah  has  no  doubt  that  it  is  the  voice  of  the  Lord, 
“Whom  shall  I  send  and  who  will  go  for  us?”  Isaiah,  deeply  moved  by  the  tremendous 
religious  experience,  replies,  “Here am  I!  Send  me.” 

Our  visions  may  not  be  as  dramatic  or  as  symbolic,  but  we  do  have  visions  of  call 
and  of  mission.  May  we  be  aware  of  God’s  Presence  in  the  world  in  order  that  we  may 
be  responsive  to  His  call.  May  we  be  so  dedicated  to  His  service  that  we  may  respond 
quickly  and  affirmatively  to  this  call.  Knowing  that  God  works  through  His  children  to 
bring  about  His  will,  let  us  offer  ourselves  as  channels  of  his  love.  When  we  hear  the 
call  ( whfch~may  simply  be  the  awareness  Of  a  shortage  of  dedicated  church  workers ) , 
“whom  shall  I  send?,”  let  us  be  eager  to  respond,  “Here  I  am!  Send  me.” 

Editorial 

What  Made  News  In  ’ 83 ? 

Frances  Smith,  our  United  Methodist  News  Director  in  New  York,  polled  all  of  the 
UM  editors  relative  to  the  most  important  happenings  in  the  church  in  1983. 

Those  of  us  responding  overwhelmingly  chose  the  Readers’  Digest/“60  Minutes” 
criticisms  as  the  number  one  news  story.  Second  place  went  to  the  resignation  of 
James  Armstrong  as  a  United  Methodist  bishop  and  president  of  the  National  Council. 
Tying  for  third  place  were  the  ordination  or  appointment  of  homosexual  clergy  and  a 
nuclear  freeze  and  disarmament.  The  fourth  most  important  was  the  support  given  by 
boards,  commissions  and  caucuses  to  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  as  the  sole 
missional  priority  for  the  1985-88  quadrennium. 

In  analyzing  these  priorities,  it  seems  to  me  that  several  things  surface.  First,  the 
Readers  Digest/“60  Minutes”  controversy  challenged  the  administration,  theology 
and  role  in  society  of  not  only  the  World  and  National  Councils,  but  also  the  United 
Methodist  and  other  churches  involved.  Although  the  half-truths  and 
misrepresentations  were  devasting,  they  served  as  a  rallying  point  for  many  stale 
and  contented  United  Methodists  who  had  long  ago  forgotten  what  their  church  was 
all  about. 

This  awakening  was  helpful  for  both  liberals  and  conservatives.  However,  for  the 
liberals  who  scoffed  at  it  and  did  not  re-evaluate,  and  the  conservatives  who  smugly 
implied  the  Reader’s  Digest  was  a  prophetic  voice  who  told  us  what  scoundrels  we 
really  were  —  I  have  little  patience.  For  those  of  us  who  did  take  it  seriously,  it  may  be 
that  we  are  better  United  Methodists  than  before  and  more  factually  oriented. 

The  second  priority  was  indeed  a  painful  one,  having  known  and  respected  James 
Armstrong  for  a  number  of  years,  although  not  agreeing  with  all  of  his  positions.  This 
was  an  important  news  story  because  of  then  Bishop  Armstrong’s  position  and  stature 
in  the  church  life  of  America.  Also,  he  had  strongly  spoken  out  after  the  Readers’ 
Digest/“60  Minutes”  controversy  with  wisdom  and  facts.  But  this  story  contained 
another  aspect  —  here  was  a  minister  of  the  church  who  overworked  himself  and 
misplaced  some  of  his  personal  priorities.  Every  United  Methodist  (and  other 
minister)  in  the  land  can  relate  to  these  dangers.  I  don’t  know  whether  Dr.  Armstrong 
considered  this  as  a  “burnout”  or  not.  However,  he  is  seeking  treatment  at 
Menninger's,  and  that  is  good.  We  wish  him  well. 

More  will  be  coming  as  we  move  toward  General  Conference. 
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‘Long  shot’  success  should  inspire 
other  innovations  to  achieve  peace 


It  may  have  been  a  “long  shot,"  and  a 
case  of  the  right  thing  happening  for 
some  of  the  wrong  reasons.  But  we  be¬ 
lieve  the  improbable  success  of  the  Rev. 
Jesse  Jackson  in  recently  securing  the 
release  of  Navy  Lt.  Robert  Goodman 
from  Syria  provides  a  useful  lesson  about 
the  search  for  peace  between  nations. 

Not  everyone  is  likely  to  view  Mr. 
Jackson’s  "personal  diplomacy"  in  a  to¬ 
tally  favorable  light,  and  with  justifica¬ 
tion.  Private  citizens  have  no  constitu¬ 
tional  mandate  to  conduct  diplomatic  ne¬ 
gotiations  with  a  foreign  government. 
Even  well-intended  humanitarian  efforts 
such  as  Mr.  Jackson’s  could  conceivably 
interfere  with  and/or  "upstage”  sensitive 
official  negotiations,  and  detrimentally  so. 

We  do  not  share  the  cynical  view  of 
some  that  this  was  one  of  Mr.  Jackson’s 
ulterior  motives  as  a  declared  candidate 
for  the  presidency  in  1984.  It  is  plausible 
to  contend,  however,  that  Syrian  diplo¬ 
mats  calculated  that  Mr.  Jackson’s  mis¬ 
sion  could  be  used  to  embarrass  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan  and  his  administration  for 
failing  to  obtain  Lt.  Goodman’s  release. 

These  legitimate  concerns  notwith¬ 
standing,  the  fact  remains  that  Mr.  Jack- 
son  achieved  a  desired  result  that  his  na¬ 
tion’s  government  had  not;  and  in  the 
process  a  major  source  of  tension  be¬ 
tween  the  United  States  and  Syria  was 
eased.  Even  Mr.  Reagan  expressed  his 
appreciation,  saying,  “You  can’t  argue 
with  success.” 


We  agree  —  at  least  in  this  instance. 
We  believe  that  Mr.  Jackson’s  success 
demonstrates  that  no  responsible  effort 
should  ever  be  rejected  as  too  much  of  a 
"long  shot”  to  be  tried  in  the  cause  of 
peace.  While  similar  success  is  not  al¬ 
ways  guaranteed  or  automatically  to  be 
expected,  history  shows  that  complex, 
long-standing  problems  are  seldom  solv¬ 
ed  except  by  unconventional  efforts.  Wit¬ 
ness  the  late  Egyptian  President  Anwar 
Sadat’s  unprecedented  offer  to  go  to 
Jerusalem  to  talk  peace  with  his  Israeli 
counterpart.  This  "unthinkable"  action 
led  to  a  break  in  what  many  thought  was 
a  hopeless  deadlock  between  competing 
interests  in  the  Middle  East. 

As  Christians  we  are  taught  by  our 
Lord  to  treat  our  enemies  with  unex¬ 
pected  love  and  respect.  Consequently, 
we  should  encourage  our  present  —  and 
future  —  leaders  to  be  as  diligent  and  in¬ 
novative  as  Mr.  Jackson  was  in  search¬ 
ing  for  opportunities  to  demonstrate  to 
our  adversaries  our  desire  for  peace. 

It  could  be  a  wonderful  gift  to  the  world 
if  our  nation’s  president  were  to  propose 
a  summit  meeting  with  the  head  of  the 
Soviet  Union  and  vow  himself  to  perse¬ 
vere  there  as  long  as  it  takes  to  reach  an 
arms  reduction  agreement.  Like  Mr. 
Jackson’s  mission,  this  proposal  would 
be  a  "long  shot,”  but  the  possibility  that 
it  would  lessen  world  tensions  and  con¬ 
tribute  to  a  more  peaceful  future  should 
be  worth  the  effort. 
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Here  I  Stand  /*" 

Education  crisis  calls  for  a  new 
partnership  of  church  and  schools 


By  JOHN  WESLEY  HARDT 
In  The  Saturday  Review  a  few  years 
ago,  Norman  Cousins  made  this  observa¬ 
tion:  “At  a  time  like  this,  the  real  failure 
of  education  becomes  apparent.  Education 
has  failed  to  educate  about  education.  It 
has  failed  to  provide  adequate  under¬ 
standing  of  the  centrality  of  education.” 

This  statement  is  still  timely.  One  of  the 
greatest  challenges  before  us  today — one 
of  the  most  important  lessons  we  have  to 
teach— is  the  vital  importance  of  educa¬ 
tion,  and  particularly  public  education. 

A  precious  asset  we  have  as  Americans 
is  the  guarantee  that  every  child,  regard¬ 
less  of  social  or  economic  circumstances, 
shall  have  an  opportunity  for  free  educa¬ 
tion,  at  the  expense  of  the  state.  When 
public  education  is  threatened,  our  well¬ 
being  as  individuals  and  as  a  nation  is 
threatened.  In  fact,  the  well-being  of 
humankind  is  placed  in  jeopardy. 

Down  through  the  centuries,  Christian 
leaders  have  given  strong  support  to  pub¬ 
lic  education.  For  example,  more  than 
400  years  ago,  Martin  Luther  advocated 
compulsory  public  education.  He  once 
declared:  “If  the  government  can  com¬ 
pel  such  citizens  as  are  fit  for  military 
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Serious  question  for  Mr.  Jackson 


Simply  elegant  definition 
leads  to  brilliant  insight 


Many  more  people  are  likely  to  take  se¬ 
riously  the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson’s  candi¬ 
dacy  for  his  party’s  presidential  nomina¬ 
tion  following  his  successful  efforts  to 
gain  the  release  of  Lt.  Robert  Goodman 
(see  preceding  editorial).  As  the  presi¬ 
dential  campaign  develops,  we  consider 
it  probable  that  Mr.  Jackson’s  candidacy 
will  pose  for  Christians  a  new  version  of  a 
perennial  dilemma. 

“Is  there  a  ‘Christian’  candidate  —  or 
at  least  a  candidate  Christians  should 
unite  to  support?”  is  probably  the 
simplest  way  to  state  the  dilemma.  And 
in  what  ways,  if  any,  is  it  appropriate  for 
organized  religious  bodies  to  express  a 
"yes”  answer  to  this  question? 

Mr.  Jackson  has  made  no  secret  of  his 
intention  to  rely  in  large  part  on  the 
church  as  his  base  for  organizing  politi¬ 
cal  support.  A  high  official  in  one  denom¬ 
ination  has  pledged  to  use  that  denomina¬ 
tion’s  local  churches  as  “an  infrastruc¬ 
ture”  to  establish  local  organizations  on 
Mr.  Jackson’s  behalf.  Another  has  de¬ 
scribed  Mr.  Jackson’s  political  bid  as 
“not  a  candidacy  but  a  crusade.” 

In  the  minds  of  many  —  perhaps  in¬ 
cluding  the  Internal  Revenue  Service- 
such  direct  church  involvement  in  ^par¬ 
tisan  political  campaign  may  be  seen  as 
a  repudiation  of  the  principle  of  church- 
state  separation. 

The  new  wrinkle  posed  by  Mr.  Jack¬ 
son’s  campaign  style  is  that  it  is  not  in 
conflict  with  the  tradition  of  most  black 
churches  in  the  U.S.  In  this  tradition,  the 
church  has  always  been  the  primary 
base  for  political  activity  in  the  black 
community.  Also,  the  interrelatedness  of 
secular  and  religious  concerns  is  gener¬ 
ally  a  far  greater  concern  than  church- 
state  separation  in  the  black  church  tra¬ 
dition. 

But  what  is  the  difference,  if  any,  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Jackson’s  use  of  the  church 
and  its  leaders  for  political  support  in 
1984,  and  that  of  “Religious  New  Right” 
groups  such  as  "Moral  Majority”  in 
1980?  "Moral  Majority”  leader  Jerry 
Falwell  was  roundly  denounced  in  many 
quarters  as  a  would-be  “American  Aya¬ 
tollah”  for  his  merging  of  religious  be¬ 
liefs  and  support  of  a  particular  candi¬ 
date.  His  roots  in  the  black  religious  tra¬ 
dition  notwithstanding,  why  should  can¬ 
didate  Jackson  and  his  supporters  be 
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exempt  from  similar  criticism? 

Before  the  campaign  becomes  more 
heated,  we  urge  Mr.  Jackson  and  his  sup¬ 
porters  to  take  this  question  seriously. 
We  realize  that  in  some  quarters  even  to 
raise  such  a  question  is  likely  to  be  label¬ 
ed  “racist.”  However,  failure  to  evaluate 
Mr.  Jackson’s  use  of  religious  imagery 
and  institutions  for  political  ends  by  the 
same  critical  standards  applied  to  others 
appears  to  be  inconsistent,  hypocritical 
and  itself  a  subtle  form  of  racism. 

We  remain  steadfast  in  our  belief  that 
it  is  not  only  appropriate,  but  desirable 
that  “religion  and  politics”  be  mixed.  It 
is  not  appropriate  or  desirable  that  they 
be  merged.  Both  our  political  and  reli¬ 
gious  institutions  benefit  when  the  in¬ 
sights  of  these  two  arenas  interact.  Both 
are  endangered  when  either  a  direct  or 
subtle  effort  is  made  to  imply  divine 
preference  for  a  particular  candidate  for 
political  office. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


About  the  time  we  think  we  have  a  good 
idea  what  “church”  means,  someone 
comes  along  with  a  new  definition  that 
puts  ours  in  the  shade. 

That’s  what  happened  recently  when  I 
read  a  Christian  Science  Monitor  article 
about  oldsters  who  have  lived  all  or  most 
of  their  lives  in  New  York  City.  For  the 
majority  of  us  who  have  never  lived 
there,  there  aren’t  too  many  personal 
points  of  reference  in  the  article. 

But  there  was  a  brilliant  one  in  the 
brief  story  about  a  Miss  Evelyn  Curtis. 
She  is  described  as  “a  spry  black 
woman  .  .  .  who  lives  in  a  neighborhood 
where  deserted,  burned-out  buildings 
seem  to  outnumber  the  tidy  homes  and 
apartments.” 

Ms.  Curtis  says  her  job  pays  her  retire¬ 
ment,  “and  I  get  social  security,  so  I  live 
comfortably.” 

She  spends  most  weekdays  at  the 
senior  citizens  center.  She  likes  to  read 
mystery  books  and  work  crossword  puz¬ 
zles.  And  she  is  active  in  a  local  Baptist 


John  Lovelace 

church,  where  she  sings  in  the  choir. 

“We  all  have  ups  and  downs,”  Ms. 
Curtis  said.  “Sometimes  things  get  bad. 
That’s  where  the  church  comes  in— it 
helps  you  manage  the  bad  with  the  good.  ” 

There  it  is  —  a  simply  elegant  defini¬ 
tion  of  what  “church”  can  mean,  and 
probably,  in  fact,  does  mean  to  millions 
of  persons.  Never  mind  about  church 
programs,  politics,  priorities  or  resolu¬ 
tions  —  or  even  buildings  or  mortgages. 

The  church  is  a  place  where  you  can 
expect  to  find  help  when  you  have  to 
"manage  the  bad  with  the  good.”  A  pillar 
.  .  .  rock  .  .  .  bulwark  .  .  .  refuge.  A  place 
full  of  saving  grace. 

Official  church  groups  —  from  local 
church  boards  to  general  church  councils 
—  could  do  worse  than  to  look  at  Ms.  Cur¬ 
tis’  definition  next  time  they  have  a  deci¬ 
sion  to  make  and  ask:  “Will  what  we  are 
about  to  do  help,  hinder,  or  have  no  rele¬ 
vance  at  all  to  persons  seeking  to  ‘man¬ 
age  the  bad  with  the  good’?” 

-  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


service  to  bear  spear  and  rifle,  to  mount 
ramparts,  and  perform  other  martial 
duties  in  time  of  war,  how  much  more 
has  it  a  right  to  compel  the  people  to  send 
their  children  to  school,  because  in  this 
case  we  are  warring  the  devil.” 

In  the  year  1524,  Luther  wrote  a  letter 
to  mayors  and  aldermen  in  which  he  de¬ 
scribed  schools  as  a  major  defense  of  a 
state  or  city.  Here’s  how  he  stated  his 
case:  “If  we  annually  expend  large  sums 

“When  public 
education  is 
threatened,  our  well¬ 
being  as  individuals 
and  as  a  nation  is 
threatened.” 

on  muskets,  roads,  bridges,  dams,  and 
the  like  in  order  that  the  city  may  have 
temporal  peace  and  comfort,  why  should 
we  not  apply  as  much  to  our  poor  ne¬ 
glected  youth  ...  Yet  where  we  would 
give  a  florin  (an  old  gold  coin)  to  protect 
ourselves  against  the  Turks,  we  should 
give  a  hundred  florins  to  protect  us 
against  ignorance.” 

Luther  advocated  schools  for  both  girls 
and  boys  on  the  basis  that  they  were  es¬ 
sential  for  the  maintenance  of  civil  or¬ 
der,  and  he  maintained  that  the  proper 
regulation  of  household  called  for  well- 
trained  men  and  women. 

Two  centuries  later,  John  Wesley,  the 
principal  founder  of  the  Methodist 
church,  likewise  championed  the  cause 
of  education.  Building  upon  the  pioneer¬ 
ing  efforts  of  Luther,  Wesley  and  his  fol¬ 
lowers  promoted  the  development  of  Sun¬ 
day  Schools,  which  at  first  were  primar¬ 
ily  aimed  at  teaching  boys  and  girls  how 
to  read  and  write. 

In  1748  Wesley  opened  the  Kingwood 
School  near  Bristol  to  provide  schooling 
for  children.  Three  years  later  he  wrote 
in  his  journal  a  summary  of  the  school’s 
development: 

“From  the  very  beginning  I  met  with 
all  sorts  of  discouragements.  An  hundred 
objections  were  made  both  to  the  whole 
design,  and  every  particular  branch  of  it. 
Notwithstanding,  with  God’s  help,  I  went 
on:  wrote  an  English,  a  Latin,  a  Greek,  a 
Hebrew,  and  a  French  Grammar  . . .  with 
many  other  books  for  the  use  erf  the  school; 
and  God  gave  a  manifest  blessing.” 

With  these  foundations  provided  by  Lu¬ 
ther  and  Wesley,  the  people  who  settled 


Intentional  ministry  with  older  adults  needed 


To  the  Editor : 

In  reading  the  article  headlined  “Do¬ 
mestic  missions  should  put  attention  on 
excluded  people”  (UMR,  Dec.  23)  it  was 
disappointing  to  see  that  “age”  was  not 
included  in  the  list  of  those  in  need  of  a 
more  adequate  ministry  from  the 
church.  It  occurs  to  me  that  omission 
from  such  a  list  must  be  the  ultimate  in 
“exclusion,”  underscoring  the  need  for 
an  intentional  ministry  for,  by  and  with 
older  adults. 

Perhaps  people  are  not  aware  of  the 
fact  that  43%  of  the  members  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  are  55  years  of  age 
or  over.  And  yet  what  programs  there 
are  for  the  older  adults  are  spread 
among  the  various  general  boards  with¬ 
out  coordination.  Nor  do  these  older  per¬ 
sons  have  any  part  in  the  process  of  pro¬ 
gram  and  policy  formation. 

The  Continuing  Committee  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Consultation  of  Older  Adults  is  sub¬ 
mitting  a  resolution  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  addressing  their  concerns.  It  is 
our  hope  that  the  delegates  to  General 
Conference  will  take  note  of  the  need  and 
take  action. 

John  R.  McLaughlin 
Gaithersburg,  Maryland 

Why  so  much  fuss 

over  new  lectionary? 

To  the  Editor: 

Why  are  people  getting  so  ruffled  about 
the  new  Inclusive  Language  Lectionary? 
It  is  not  mandatory  that  it  be  used  in  any 
church  or  by  any  individual.  I  do  not  care 
for  it  myself,  and  would  hope  not  to  hear 
it  read  in  my  church.  However,  if  it 
brings  one  person  to  know  God,  or  a  per¬ 
son  to  have  a  more  meaningful  relation¬ 
ship  with  God,  all  the  time  and  effort  will 
have  been  worthwhile. 

Catherine  Terry 
Eden,  Texas 

Article  on  Word 
and  words  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  well  written 
“Here  I  Stand”  message  by  Dennis  Dela- 
cure  headlined  “God’s  living  Word  re¬ 
quires  us  to  go  beyond  our  ‘words’  ” 
(UMR,  Dec.  23).  I  thought  it  was  very 
timely  and  worthwhile. 

As  an  oldtime  Bible  student,  Sunday 
School  teacher,  Vacation  Bible  School 
teacher,  Lay  Witness  Missioner,  and  per¬ 
sonal  worker,  I  too  am  a  lover  of  "The 
Word.” 

A  few  years  ago  I  received  new  insight 
on  the  Word.  When  someone  has  an  inten¬ 
tion  toward  another  and  says  “I  give  you 
my  word,”  that  oftentimes  seals  the  bar¬ 
gain  so  to  speak.  So  I  believe  it  is  with  our 
heavenly  Father.  In  the  highest  sense  of 
"The  Word,”  it  can  very  well  be  His 
promise  to  “whosoever  will.” 

Need  I  say  His  promise  is  fulfilled  in 
His  Son,  the  Word?  He  gave  us  His  Word 
and,  glory  to  God,  it  fulfills  my  deepest 
desire;  namely,  to  be  in  His  will  for  me.  I 
see  this  promise  continuing  in  the  power 
and  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  not  only 


for  me,  but  for  brothers  and  sisters  in 
Christ  worldwide. 

Mary  L.  Stamper 

Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio 

Retired  clergy  should  plan 
for  General  Conference 

To  the  Editor: 

The  next  General  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  will  meet  in 
Baltimore,  Maryland  the  first  11  days  of 
May  in  1984.  It  will  be  a  very  special  oc¬ 
casion  for  we  will  be  celebrating  the  Bi- 
Centennial  of  Methodism  in  the  United 
States.  Our  American  Methodist  Church 
had  its  beginning  in  the  Christmas  Con¬ 
ference  in  Baltimore  200  years  ago.  Our 
own  branch  of  the  denomination  has 
grown  to  close  to  10  million  members  in 
the  two  centuries.  We  have  much  cause 
for  rejoicing! 

I  want  to  be  in  Baltimore  next  May  so 
that  I  can  attend  General  Conference. 
The  quadrennial  meeting  of  our  denomi¬ 
nation  is  always  a  great  event.  This  is  the 
Congress  of  United  Methodist  Church  — 
the  only  place  and  time  when  we  pass 
binding  legislation.  But  this  next  one  is 
extra  special  since  we  will  be  observing 
200  years  of  history.  As  a  retired  minister 
I,  along  with  9,000  more  of  my  col¬ 
leagues,  am  responsible  for  50  years  of 
that  history.  Since  this  is  so,  wouldn’t  it 
be  great  if  one-fourth  of  us  could  be  in 
Baltimore? 

Now,  getting  2,250  retired  United 
Methodist  ministers  to  the  Bi-Centennial 
General  Conference  will  not  be  easy.  But 
it  can  be  done.  The  logistics  could 
frighten  the  faint-hearted,  but  our  retired 
ministers  are  among  the  heartiest  of  the 
lot. 

Transportation  would  probably  be  the 
first  consideration.  We  on  the  West  Coast 
would  probably  charter  a  number  of 
planes.  Our  Califomia-Nevada  Confer¬ 
ence  now  has  209  retirees  and  along  with 
spouses  and  a  goodly  sprinkling  of 
widows  we  could  bring  the  price  of  air 
fare  down. 


Housing,  of  course,  is  very  important. 
In  every  other  General  Conference  local . 
Methodist  families  have  opened  their* 
homes  to  visiting  clergy  and  laity  from 
other  parts  of  the  country  (and  the 
world).  This  would  be  no  exception,  ex¬ 
cept  that  we  would  need  to  find  a  few 
more  homes.  What  a  joy  it  would  be  to 
host  veteran  Circuit  Riders  for  those  11 
days. 

Surely  there  is  one  of  our  churches  in 
Baltimore  (or  nearby)  that  would  be 
willing  to  provide  us  headquarters  for 
this  important  event.  If  there  were  such  a 
place  we  could  get  messages  there  and 
we  could  even  plan  a  meeting  or  two 
since  there  will  not  be  much  extra  room 
at  the  seat  of  General  Conference  itself. 

Each  retired  minister  could  plan  for  at¬ 
tendance  at  General  Conference  for  her¬ 
self  or  himself.  I  have  attended  nine  Gen¬ 
eral  Conferences,  five  of  them  full  time. 
But  it  will  be  much  more  enjoyable  if  we 
go  as  a  group.  I  even  feel  that  the  dele¬ 
gates  will  be  happy  to  see  us  and  greet 
us,  even  as  we  will  be  delighted  to  attend 
the  sessions  and  festivities. 

I  look  forward  to  seeing  many  fellow 
retirees  in  Baltimore  on  May  Day,  1984 ! 

E.  W.  J.  Schmitt 
Sunnyvale,  California 

Peters  Projection  is  flawed 

To  the  Editor : 

I  have  read  with  interest  your  story 
and  accompanying  editorial  concerning 
the  “new”  Peters  map  (see  Reporter, 
Dec.  23).  As  a  professional  geographer,  I 
am  pleased  to  see  some  attention  being 
paid  to  maps,  including  their  attributes 
and  shortcomings. 

It  is  unfortunate,  however,  that  people 
involved  with  publicizing  the  Peters  Pro¬ 
jection  did  not  explore  some  other  alter¬ 
natives.  There  are  literally  dozens  of  pro¬ 
jections  that  are  more  suitable  to  the  pur¬ 
pose  stated  by  Friendship  Press  and 
Church  World  Service  (to  show  “equality 
of  status  and  equality  of  standards  of  all 
people  of  the  earth”). 


The  Mercator  Projection,  which  is  tak¬ 
en  to  task  in  the  story  and  the  editorial, 
was  designed  more  than  four  centuries 
ago  for  a  single  purpose  —  ocean  naviga¬ 
tion.  It  is  strictly  a  special-purpose  pro¬ 
jection  that  has  unfortunately  been  used 
for  general  classroom  purposes.  Like  the 
Peters  Projection,  it  is  but  one  member 
of  a  large  group  called  “cylindrical  pro¬ 
jections."  Mercator  distorts  size  but 
maintains  relatively  true  shapes;  Peters 
distorts  shapes  but  maintains  relatively 
true  sizes.  They  are  both  quite  poor  as 
general  purpose  maps  of  the  world. 

There  is  another  group  of  projections 
called  “oval”  or  “elliptical”  projections, 
any  number  of  which  is  better  for  a  gen¬ 
eral  world  map.  It  is  really  too  bad  that 
Friendship  Press  and  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  did  not  investigate  these.  And  it  is 
certainly  surprising  that  they  went  to  a 
historian  (Arno  Peters)  for  advice, 
rather  than  consulting  a  geographer. 

Tom  McKnight 

Los  Angeles,  California 


the  United  States  were  committed  to  of¬ 
fering  public  education  as  a  major  prior¬ 
ity  in  every  community.  And  the  church 
has  played  a  major  role  ever  since  as  an 
advocate  for  public  education. 

The  church  must  not  abandon  that  role 
now.  The  crisis  facing  public  education 
calls  for  a  new  sense  of  partnership  and 
involvement  between  the  church  and 
public  education. 

•  Our  national  defense  demands  that 

public  education  be  maintained  as  a 
major  priority.  V 

•  The  preservation  of  freedom  requires 
freedom  of  educational  opportunity,  for 
no  slavery  is  more  demonic  than  the 
slavery  of  ignorance. 

•  Social  values  cannot  be  separated 
from  material  and  scientific  develop¬ 
ments  —  and  only  public  education  can 
furnish  the  structure  by  which  social 
values  may  be  developed  in  harmony. 

•  If  the  mission  of  the  church  includes 
the  society  and  its  institutions,  along  with 
the  welfare  of  individuals,  then  there  is 
no  more  challenging  opportunity  for  the 
church  than  the  national  crisis  confront¬ 
ing  our  public  schools. 

Concerned  and  thoughtful  Christians 
will  find  ways  to  involve  their  churches 
in  the  debate  over  our  national  priorities, 
and  in  the  discussion  of  how  tax  dollars 
will  be  distributed. 

We  will  call  for  parents  to  claim  their 
place  as  part  of  daily  school  activities. 

We  will  challenge  teachers  to  consider 
their  vocation  as  a  calling  from  God, 
which  fulfills  as  definite  a  part  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  of  Christ  and  His  church  as  any  work 
that  can  be  done. 

We  will  call  upon  the  entire  population 
to  support  public  schools,  so  the  divine 
privilege  of  training  and  guiding  young 
people  may  be  fulfilled. 

We  will  publicly  affirm  our  public 
schools  today  —  with  all  their  problems 
and  shortcomings  —  because  they  are 
not  peripheral  institutions;  they  are  at 
the  center  of  society. 

We  will  help  to  educate  about  educa¬ 
tion  by  dispelling  the  myths  that  present 
a  grossly  distorted  picture  of  the  quality 
of  American  schools  today. 

Proverbs  29:18  says:  “Where  there  is 
no  vision,  the  people  perish.”  As  Chris¬ 
tian  leaders  of  the  last  decades  of  the  20th 
Century,  we  must  have  the  vision  to  car¬ 
ry  on  the  struggle  for  an  educated  citi¬ 
zenry.  By  helping  educate  about  educa¬ 
tion,  we  can  help  keep  the  vision  bright 
that  has  made  our  nation  great. 

This  week's  contributor,  John  Wesley 
Hardt,  is  bishop  of  United  Methodism's 
Oklahoma  Area.  His  is  the  first  of  several 
reflective  articles  by  Church  leaders 
which  will  appear  during  the  bicentennial 
year  of  American  Methodism. 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Allison  Park,  Pa. 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  550  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  St.  Paul’s  UMC  in  Allison 
Park,  Pennsylvania  (Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Annual  Conference) . 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Allison  Park,  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 


My  Witness 

What’s  in  your  6joy  bag’? 


By  MARGARET  HALE 

In  preparing  to  teach  a  lesson  of  the 
146th  Psalm,  I  developed  the  title  “The 
Joy  of  the  Faith.” 

After  researching  “joy”  for  two  or 
three  hours,  I  went  to  bed.  During  the 
night  I  had  a  very  vivid  dream.  In  this 
dream  I  made  a  little  draw-string  bag.  I 
called  it  my  “joy-bag”  and  carried  it 
everywhere  I  went.  People  asked  ques¬ 
tions  about  it  and  I  asked  everyone  what 
they  would  have  in  their  “joy-bag.”  What 
was  in  mine  was  not  revealed  to  me.  All 
the  next  day  I  wondered  what  could  have 
been  in  my  “joy-bag.”  I  finally  decided 
that  was  left  for  me  to  work  out  for  my¬ 
self. 

So  I  made  the  bag,  just  as  it  was  in  my 
dream.  I  carried  it  everywhere  I  went. 
Many  people  asked  about  it  and  I  asked 
everyone  what  they  would  have  in  their 


"joy-bag.”  I  shared  this  experience  with 
the  adult  class  I  teach  and  have  had  a 
most  rewarding  experience  with  it.  Some 
of  the  contents  of  their  “joy-bags”  would 
be:  sunshine,  warm  weather,  a  bottle  of 
scotch,  a  diamond,  a  warm  kitten,  credit 
cards,  an  acorn,  pills  for  bad  pain,  a  hus¬ 
band,  grandkids,  good  paying  job,  grati¬ 
tude,  a  music  box  that  plays,  “Take  Your 
Burdens  to  the  Lord  and  Leave  Them 
There,”  etc. 

My  “Joy-bag”  would  have  a  reminder 
that  my  joy  comes  from  experiencing 
and  sharing  God’s  love. 

What  would  your  “joy-bag”  contain? 

“My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share  meaning¬ 
ful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life.  This 
week's  contributor,  Margaret  Hale,  is  a 
member  of  First  UMC  in  Dallas,  Texas 
(North  Texas  Annual  Conference). 
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Evangelism  is  a  priority  in  Methodist  churches  in  Asia,  Africa,  Latin 
America  and  the  Caribbean. 

In  a  northern  corner  of  Sumatra,  Indonesia,  in  the  last  two  years 
more  than  6,000  villagers  have  joined  the  church.  Mass  baptisms  are 
taking  place.  Thirty  new  Methodist  congregations  have  been  formed.  In 
some  villages  as  many  as  seven  home  meetings  are  being  held  weekly, 
with  singing,  Bible  study,  discussion  and  prayer. 

All  over  the  world  our  colleague  churches  are  making  tremendous 
sacrifices  for  church  outreach  and  evangelism.  We  undergird  their 
efforts.  Missionaries  are  enablers.  They  are  involved  in  proclamation, 
nurture,  training  of  pastors  and  a  variety  of  specialized  tasks. 

Accelerated  growth  in  church  membership  has  taken  place  in  Korea. 
Church  membership  has  grown  from  350,000  ten  years  ago  to  over 
800,000  today.  There  are  3,500  congregations.  A  goal  has  been  set  to 
reach  one  million  members  by  the  centennial  year  of  the  Korean  church 
in  1984. 

Rapid,  church  growth  continues  in  Africa.  At  the  present  rate  of 
increase,  by  the  year  2000  there  are  likely  to  be  more  Christians  in 
Africa  than  anywhere  else  in  the  world.  One  of  the  fastest  growing 
Methodist  churches  is  in  Angola.  There,  and  in  other  parts  of  Africa, 
the  most  effective  evangelistic  work  is  being  done  by  Africans  them¬ 
selves.  A  great  need  is  for  leadership  training.  The  Africa  Church 
Growth  and  Development  Fund  helps  to  provide  scholarships  and 
resources  for  that  purpose.  In  Zambia  and  central  Zaire  theological 
training  programs  are  developing  pastoral  leadership. 

There  is  a  welcome  upsurge  of  youth  involvement  in  the  churches 
of  the  Caribbean  and  Latin  America.  In  Brazil  the  Life  and  Mission 
program  of  the  Methodist  Church  encourages  the  expression  of  Christ's 
spirit  in  all  of  life. 

Let  us  praise  God  for  these  committed  Christians  who  live  out  their 
faith  and  seek  to  make  disciples  in  all  nations! 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
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Archaeologists  find  idols 

Dig  this:  Jericho  no  longer  oldest  biblical  town 


By  STEPHEN  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  When  Joshua  brought  the 
walls  of  Jericho  “tumblin’  down”  some 
3,200  years  ago,  he  was  merely  adding  to 
the  rubble  of  a  city  already  more  than 
6,000  years  old.  Hence  biblical  scholars 
have  long  regarded  archaeological 
excavations  of  that  ancient  city  as  a 
primary  source  of  information  about  the 
roots  of  Judeo-Christian  religion. 

But  recent  discoveries  in  the  Ain 
Ghazal  region  of  modern-day  Jordan, 
announced  here  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Society  of  Biblical  Literature,  have 
revealed  a  site  which  may  prove  to  be 
even  older,  and  ultimately  even  more 
valuable  to  biblical  research,  than 
Jericho. 

According  to  Dr.  Gary  Rollefson,  an 
archaeologist  at  Jordan’s  Yarmouk 
University  and  the  leader  of  the  team 
that  discovered  Ain  Ghazal,  the  new  site 
is  “one  of  the  most  important  archaeo¬ 
logical  discoveries  in  a  generation.” 

Dr.  Roger  Boraas,  professor  of  Old 
Testament  at  Upsala  College  and  intro¬ 
ducer  of  Dr.  Rollefson  to  the  press 
conference  at  which  the  discovery  of  Ain 
Ghazal  was  announced,  was  equally 
enthused  about  the  new  excavations. 


“This  is  the  hottest  stuff  in  biblical  re¬ 
search  since  Ebla,”  he  said,  referring  to 
the  1974  discovery  in  Syria  of  stone 
tablets  purported  to  contain  references 
to  the  biblical  patriarch,  Abraham. 

Ain  Ghazal  has  not  yet  yielded 
anything  so  controversial  as  the  Ebla 
tablets.  But  discoveries  there  of  human 


“The  idols  suggest  10 
individuals,  but  we 
don’t  know  if  they 
represent  real  persons, 
religious  ideals  or 
religious  ‘spirits.’  ” 


figurines  believed  to  be  related  to  a 
“highly  organized  religion”  are  tanta¬ 
lizing,  said  Dr.  Rollefson. 

“They  suggest  10  individuals,”  he  said, 
“but  we  don’t  know  if  they  represent  real 
persons,  religious  ideals  or  religious 
‘spirits.’  ” 

Dr.  Rollefson  said  that  the  existence  of 


some  very  small  figurines  3-5"  tall 
suggests  that  the  inhabitants  of  Ain 
Ghazal  practiced  a  form  of  private  as 
well  as  public  religion.  He  noted,  for 
example,  that  some  of  the  smaller  figu¬ 
rines  obviously  represented  a  fertility 
goddess,  and  were  related  to  the  need  to 
perpetuate  the  family  and  the 
community. 

Other  discoveries  connect  the  Ain 
Ghazal  religion  to  similar  religious 
practices  at  Jericho,  suggesting  the 
presence  of  a  “regional  religion”  as 
early  as  7,000  B.C.,  Dr.  Rollefson  said. 
This  forerunner  of  the  Biblical  religion 
apparently  included  a  “skull  cult”  as 
evidenced  by  plastered  skulls  found  at 
both  sites.  Also  foot  fragments  having  six 
toes  have  been  found  at  Jericho  and  Ain 
Ghazal,  an  anomaly  which  has  religious 
significance  according  to  Dr.  Rollefson. 

Notice  of  the  Ain  Ghazal  discovery  was 
given  in  conjunction  with  an  announce¬ 
ment  by  Harper  &  Row  book  publishers 
of  a  new  one-volume  “Harper’s  Bible 
Dictionary”  now  in  progress.  The  new 
dictionary  is  scheduled  for  publication  in 
the  fall  of  1985,  and  will  contain  a  full 
description  of  the  Ain  Ghazal  excavation 
written  by  members  of  the  Society  of  Bib¬ 
lical  Literature. 


AIN  GHAZAL,  Jordan  -  Neolithic  statues  of  human  beings  found  here  are  proving  this  to  De  one  01  me  mosi 
important  archaeological  discoveries  in  a  generation.  (The  photo  is  reproduced  with  permission  of  the  National 
Geographic  Society  and  the  American  Schools  of  Oriental  Research. ) 
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Creativity  spins  flawed  ‘straw’  into  mission  ‘gold’ 

w  M.  _ _  _ ■  need  and  then  bring  resources  to 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

COLUMBIA,  Mo.  —  A  prosperous- 
looking  hog  smiles  from  a  poster  across 
the  Rev.  Melvin  E.  West’s  office  in  the 
basement  of  his  home. 

It  is  this  office  that  a  Missouri  United 
Methodist  can  call  and  say,  “Hey,  I’ve 
got  this  excess  inventory  (or  junk,  or 
flawed  merchandise,  or  unused  skill  —  or 
TIME! ),  and  I  wondered  if  there  is  some 
way  we  could  turn  it  into  an  aid  to 
missions.” 

The  porker  on  the  poster  is  an  apt 
symbol. 

Just  as  hogs  are  used  by  some  farmers 
to  turn  agriculture  waste  into  cash-on- 
the-hoof,  the  Missouri  Area’s  Office  of 
Creative  Ministries  transforms  myriad 
waste  products  into  valuable  tools  for 
spreading  the  love  of  God  in  tangible 
ways. 

Laity  ‘eager’  for  tasks 
A  few  simple  examples  are  immedi¬ 
ately  evident. 

“The  University  of  Missouri  hospital 
throws  away  1,500  pounds  of  used  sheets 
a  month,”  Mr.  West  says.  “They’re 
slightly  frayed  or  stained.  We  pick  them 
up  and  distribute  them  to  children’s 
homes  and  agencies  all  over  the  U.S.  We 
just  took  a  load  to  Grand  Ave.  Temple 
(UMC)  in  Kansas  City  which  is 
sheltering  homeless  people  this  winter.” 

The  office  phone  rings.  A  radio 
reporter  wants  to  know  if  anything 
interesting  is  happening  over  the 
holidays. 

“We’ll  be  getting  in  about  40,000 
pounds  of  surplus  potatoes  next  week,” 
Mr.  West  tells  him. 

He  says  when  he  was  told  farmers  had 
the  potatoes  available,  he  accepted  them 
without  hesitation.  He  says  he  knew  that 
Missouri  UM  volunteers  will  see  to  it  that 
the  potatoes  get  distributed  to  poor 
people  throughout  the  state. 

A  short  drive  to  where  Creative  Minis¬ 
tries  rents  10  mini-warehouses  and  one 
larger  facility  reveals  a  high  state  of 
preparedness  to  take  advantage  of 
opportunities  when  they  come. 

Sitting  outside  are  five  pickup  trucks, 
one  stretch  van  and  seven  large,  open 


Lloyd  Daly  labors  with  disassembled,  discarded  shelves  to  transform 
them  into  tools  for  mission. 

UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  ROY  H.  BECK 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 

$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 

OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY.  Limited  num¬ 
ber  August  tickets.  Two  16-day  itineraries:  Alpine 
Countries/Holy  Land.  Free  brochures.  Friendship 
Tours.  415  Bumev  St..  Modesto.  CA  96354.  (209)  576-7775. 

OBERAMMERGAU.  via  Wesleyan  England, 
Amsterdam,  Rhine  Valley.  20  days  escorted  by  Rev. 

&  Mrs.  Robert  Clazie,  Departing  California  May  13. 
$2667.00.  Write  2130  Middlefield,  Palo  Alto,  CA.  94301 

WANTED.  MUSIC/PROGRAM  DIRECTOR. 

Position  includes  conducting  Chancel  Choir  and 
coordinating  Youth,  Bell,  and  Chancel  Choirs.  In¬ 
volvement  in  planning/coordinating  church 
activities.  Send  resume  to  FUMC,  P.O  Box  296, 
Sweeny,  TX  77480 

BACKGROUND  FILMSTRIPS  AVAILABLE:  Mid 
die  East,  $10  postpaid;  Central  America,  $15.  Color, 
sound.  New.  Presbyterian  Office  of  World  Service, 
341  Ponce  de  Leon,  NE.  Atlanta  30365 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR.  University 
Religious  Center  Serving  California  State  Uni¬ 
versity  Fresno.  United  Methodist  Minister  required. 
For  information  and  application  forms  Ms.  Laurie 
Labbitt  Perry  Chairperson,  Personnel-Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  2311  East  Shaw  Avenue,  Fresno,  CA  93710. 
(209  )  222-3796. 

STAY  WITHIN  YOUR  1964  BUDGET.  Budget  Analy¬ 
sis  for  churches.  Free  consultation  Computer  Re¬ 
sources  and  Technology,  710  Sugarplum  Circle, 
Sugar  Land,  TX  77478.  (713)  491-5154. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  —  opening  for  enthusiastic  per¬ 

son  capable  of  leading  a  dynamic  program  in  a  grow¬ 
ing  church.  Salary  and  benefits  from  $16,000  depen¬ 
ding  on  education  and  experience.  Send  resume  to 
Ray  Karrer,  Chairman.  PPR  Committee.  Calvary 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  673.  Paris,  TX 
75460 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATOR  to  work  with  pre¬ 
dominantly  black  UMC  congregations  in  Nashville 
District  and  in  admissions  for  Scarritt  College.  Con¬ 
tact  the  Rev  John  Corry,  Meharry  Medical  College, 
Box  507  Nashville.  TN  37208  by  Jan.  31 . 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
by  June  l,  1984.  Active  1200+  church  desires  person 
with  training  and  experience  with  special  interest  in 
children  and  adult  ministries.  Send  resumes  to  Har¬ 
old  Sassman,  Pastor.  Tarrytown  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  5566  Austin.  TX  78763.  Salary  mini¬ 
mum  is  $17,500.  i 

SPRING  -  Autumn  in  the  Smokies  Reserve  now.  In¬ 
comparable  view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies 
$125  week  $400  four  weeks;  Clayton  Calhoun.  POB 

1 138  Waynesville  NC  28786.  (704  )  627-6067. 

TOUR  THE  BEST  OF  SCANDINAVIA  -  Denmark. 

Sweden.  Norway  July  18-Augusl  1  Departure  from 

N  Y..  Atlanta,  or  Amarillo.  Personally  escorted  by 
UMC  pastors  Ernie  McGaughey  and  Dan  B.  Kelly 

P  O  Box  1 .  Athens.  TN  37303.  Free  Brochure 

OBERAMMERGAU  Central  and  Southern  Europe 
August  2,  fifteen  days,  $1945.  Dr.  George  and  Dorothy 
Dolch56  Rand.  Pittsford,  NY  14534 

trailers,  all  owned  by  Creative  Ministries 
and  regularly  put  to  use. 

Mr.  West,  59,  has  run  Creative  Minis¬ 
tries  as  an  amazing  conglomeration  of 
dozens  of  lay-participation  projects  for 
the  past  19  years.  His  office  is  supported 
by  both  Missouri  annual  conferences. 

He  says  he  receives  constant  confir¬ 
mation  of  his  belief  that  lay  Christians 
eagerly  will  help  spread  the  Kingdom  of 
God  if  given  something  to  do. 

“We  relate  well  with  the  laity  because 
we  are  action  oriented,”  says  Mr.  West. 
“But  the  institutional  church  is  talk 
oriented.” 

From  dumpster  to  mission 

Part  of  the  genius  of  Creative  Minis¬ 
tries  is  that  it  finds  ways  for  persons  to 
turn  their  kind  of  “action"  into  mission 
results. 


A  rather  complex  example  can  be  seen 
by  walking  over  to  the  larger  warehouse 
facility.  A  bold  sign  on  the  door  states: 
“The  Workshop:  A  mission  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

Lloyd  Daly  is  laboring  over  a  box  of 
slats  and  boards  and  shelves.  This  is  a 
disassembled  kit  for  a  stereo  cabinet.  It 
was  discarded  by  the  purchaser  because 
it  was  flawed  and  couldn’t  be  assembled. 

The  folks  at  the  Office  of  Creative 
Ministries  look  at  this  discarded  carton 
and  see  remote  mountain  villagers  on 
another  continent  being  able  to  transport 
safe  drinking  water  or  bringing  in  impor¬ 
tant  products  for  agriculture  or 
commerce. 

If  the  connection  seems  difficult  to 
make,  it  is.  But  a  string  of  United 
Methodist  lay  efforts  makes  it  happen. 

“A  fine  United  Methodist  layman”  who 


New  tabloid  published 
by  Reporter  this  week 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  The  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  this  week  launched  its  latest  pub¬ 
lishing  venture  —  a  new  bi-weekly  tab¬ 
loid  newspaper  called  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Review. 

The  first  issue  of  the  Review,  dated 
January  13,  is  the  result  of  the  Kansas 
West  Annual  Conference  expressing  a  de¬ 
sire  last  June  to  use  the  Review  format  to 
circulate  its  area  news.  Along  with  the 
Kansas  West  Conference  “Crossfire” 
edition,  10  Kansas  West  congregations 
are  beginning  local  church  editions  of  the 
Review  with  its  first  issue.  The  Review’s 
initial  circulation  totals  approximately 
9,000. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter’s  gov¬ 
erning  board  authorized  creation  of  the 
Review  more  than  a  year  ago  if  an  an¬ 
nual  conference  not  related  to  the  Re¬ 
porter  should  decide  it  liked  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  basic  approach,  but  would 
prefer  a  bi-weekly  frequency  and  tabloid 
format. 

“The  Review  is  unapologetically  re¬ 
lated  to  its  parent  publication,  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter,”  wrote  the  Rev. 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  editor-general 
manager,  in  an  editorial  message  to 
Review  readers.  The  general  content  will 
be  drawn  from  that  of  the  Reporter,  but  it 


will  be  packaged  in  a  different  tormat. 

The  Review  likewise  will  share  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  basic  assumptions  and  its  broad 
purposes  and  policies,  he  said. 

“We  see  our  first  purpose  is  to  provide 
our  readers  with  a  credible  source  of  re¬ 
ligious  news,”  he  said.  An  important 
second  purpose  is  to  provide  an  ongoing 
forum  for  the  responsible  exchange  of 
opinions  among  Christians. 

If  the  purposes  and  functions  of  the  Re¬ 
porter  and  the  Review  are  so  similar, 
why  a  separate  newspaper?  “After  much 
discussion,  eventually  there  was  a  recog¬ 
nition  among  the  Reporter’s  editors  and 
directors  that  we  are  living  in  an  age 
when  people  want  options  from  which  to 
choose,"  Mr.  Dunnam  said.  He  described 
the  Review  as  an  additional  effort  to 
shape  the  future  of  religious  newspaper 
publishing  in  the  United  States.  “We  con¬ 
tinue  to  believe  that  the  most  effective 
way  for  Christians  to  become  and  remain 
informed  about  significant  religious  de¬ 
velopments  is  —  the  electronic  revolution 
notwithstanding  —  through  regular  read¬ 
ing  of  a  Christian  news  publication.  We 
now  provide  these  different  options 
through  which  that  can  occur,  two 
weekly  Reporters— one  United  Meth¬ 
odist  and  one  non-denominational— and  a 
bi-weekly  Review." 


owns  a  Missouri  furniture  company  told 
Mr.  West  about  the  many  flawed  kits  re¬ 
turned  to  dealers  around  the  nation. 

“The  dealers  just  gave  the  customer 
another  kit  and  threw  the  flawed  one  in 
the  dumpster,”  Mr.  West  says.  The 
manufacturer  said  that  if  Creative  Minis¬ 
tries  could  do  something  with  them,  he 
would  pay  to  have  them  shipped  to  the 
Columbia  warehouse. 

“1  said  we’d  take  them  and  started 
collecting  them  before  I  had  anybody  to 
work  on  them.  That’s  part  of  the  faith.  I 
know  we’ll  make  something  work,”  says 
Mr.  West,  who  was  a  30-year-old  dairy 
farmer  and  vocational  agriculture  teach¬ 
er  when  he  responded  to  a  call  to  preach. 

Mr.  Daly,  who  had  retired  as  head 
mechanic  at  the  University  of  Missouri, 
heard  about  the  accumulating  kits  and 
volunteered  to  help.  Since  last  July,  he 
has  given  more  than  700  hours  to  making 
the  kits  fit  together.  More  than  1,300  kits 
are  stacked  up  waiting  to  be  tackled. 

Now  other  laymen  are  beginning  to 
come  in  on  a  regular  basis  to  work  on  the 
furniture,  knowing  they  are  contributing 
to  the  mission  work  of  the  church. 

The  finished  bookshelves,  video  game 
centers,  microwave  oven  carts,  desks, 
computer  tables,  etc.  are  sold  at  the 
warehouse  for  less  than  half  the  cost  of 
the  original  kit.  Several  churches  and 
non-profit  community  operations  also 
benefit  from  the  availability  of  cheap 
furniture. 

The  money  goes  to  one  of  three  Chris¬ 
tian  efforts,  all  in  conjunction  with  United 
Methodist  overseas  missionary  efforts: 

•  Alfalit,  a  Latin  American  literary 
program  for  adults  so  they  will  “be  able 
to  read  the  Bible,  and  so  come  to  know 
Christ  for  themselves.” 

•  Habitat  for  Humanity.  Christians 
donate  materials  and  their  own  labor  to 
build  low-cost  housing  for  impoverished 
people  in  the  U.S.  and  other  nations  (see 
Reporter,  Sept.  30). 

•  TRAG.  This, is  a  simple  vehicle  that 
looks  like  a  cross  between  a  motorcycle 
and  a  garden  tractor  with  wagon.  It  can 
be  used  in  remote  areas  where  other  com¬ 
mercial  vehicles  can’t  be  used.  Reports 
from  missionaries  in  many  nations  indi¬ 
cate  the  introduction  of  the  TRAG  vehicle 
is  beneficial  to  isolated  poor  people. 

The  TRAG  itself  was  developed 
through  Creative  Ministries.  Its 
inventor,  Earl  Minor,  a  UM  layman  in 
Marshfield,  Mo.,  continues  to  work  in  the 
Creative  Ministries  program. 

Ideas  turned  into  action 

“One  function  an  office  like  ours 
serves,”  Mr.  West  says,  “is  that  it  is  a 
place  to  call  when  people  have  an  idea 
and  don’t  know  where  else  to  turn.” 

He  raises  the  door  on  one  of  the  mini¬ 
warehouses.  At  the  front  is  a  large 
packing  crate  bound  for  the  Gaza  Strip. 
He  pries  off  the  lid  and  reveals  a  wealth 
of  health  kits,  baby  blankets,  school  kits 
and  other  useful  items. 

“Nadine  Meyer,  a  United  Methodist  in 
Stanberry,  Mo.,  is  a  travel  tour  guide. 
She  asked  me  once  about  mission 
projects  she  could  visit  while  she  was 
working  in  other  countries.  After  visiting 
the  Near  East  Council  of  Churches 
project  in  the  Gaza  Strip,  she  came  back 
talking  about  things  it  needed. 

“So  we  created  what  we  call  a  ‘crate 
project’  and  raised  and  shipped  $19,000  of 
goods  last  year.  We  send  it  through 
Church  World  Service  (the  relief  arm  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches)  .” 

“Sho-Me  state”  Christians  probably 
give  more  willingly  because  a  Missouri 
laywoman  has  “been  shown”  the  project, 
requested  the  aid  and  checks  on  the 
project  after  the  goods  have  been 
shipped,  Mr.  West  says. 

He  points  to  a  pile  of  nicely  finished 
walnut  bowls  on  one  side  of  the 
warehouse. 

“A  factory  down  at  Lebanon  (Mo.)  got 
way  over-produced  and  needed  to  cut  its 
inventory.  They  gave  us  5,000  of  these 
bowls  with  the  stipulation  that  we  not  sell 
them.  We  give  them  to  churches  to  fill 
with  cookies  and  fruit  and  give  to  shut- 
ins.  The  nursing  home  folks  have  found 
the  bowls  to  be  very  useful  for  holding 
little  personal  items. 

“Over  in  that  corner  are  comfort  kits 
for  our  ministry  to  women  in  prison,” 
Mr.  West  said. 


The  Rev.  Melvin  E.  West  stands  with 
part  of  a  fleet  of  vehicles  that  helps  Mis¬ 
souri  volunteers  move  aid  quickly  to 
people  in  need. 

“That  lumber  there  is  for  our  Habitat 
for  Humanity  projects  in  Missouri. 

“Those  wooden  lawn  chairs  and  gliders 
are  made  by  a  man  in  the  Bootheel 
(southeast  Missouri)  to  keep  him  sane, 
and  then  we  sell  them.” 

The  next  bin  is  completely  full  of 
clothes  going  out  the  next  week  to  thrift 
shops  in  Alabama  and  Mississippi. 

During  the  last  10  years,  Creative 
Ministries  has  shipped  more  than  2.5 
million  pounds  of  “stuff.” 

“We  operate  on  the  simple  discovery  of 


need  and  then  bring  resources  to  bear,” 
he  says. 

Back  in  his  office  he  pats  “14  requests 
from  churches  looking  for  projects  to 
which  to  send  work  teams  next  summer. 
That  makes  30  we’ve  received  so  far.  You 
can’t  beat  work  camps  for  total  involve¬ 
ment.  We  really  recruit  young  adults 
through  the  work  camps  and  inspire 
them  to  go  into  full-time  Christian  work 
or  to  be  inspired  laity. 

Two  ways  to  do  things 

“There’s  a  thousand  United  Methodist 
churches  in  Missouri,  each  with  at  least  a 
faithful  remnant.  There’s  two  ways  to  do 
things: 

“You  can  have  a  dream  and  pay  some¬ 
body  to  reach  it,  and  you  may  get  eight 
hours  a  day  out  of  them. 

“Or  you  can  find  somebody  who  shares 
a  dream  and  say,  ‘Sic  ’em,’  and  they’ll 
work  their  fool  selves  to  death.  That’s 
how  we  do  it  in  Creative  Ministries.” 

A  cat  jumps  in  the  middle  of  his  desk. 

“This  is  my  secretary,”  he  says.  When 
faced  with  a  budget  reduction  three 
years  ago,  Mr.  West  volunteered  to  do 
without  a  secretary  rather  than  cut 
money  out  of  programs.  Actually,  the 
budget  as  supplied  by  the  two  confer¬ 
ences  is  quite  low  —  only  $89,000.  The  rest 
of  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  of 
aid  and  services  comes  from  direct 
donations  and  volunteer  labor. 

Mr.  West’s  flurried  activities  often  find 
him  moving  outside  official  church 
channels  and  occasionally  creating  fric¬ 
tions.  some  Missouri  church  leaders 
explain.  A  common  joke  about  him  is 
that  “Missouri  has  three  annual  confer¬ 
ences  —  East,  West  and  Mel  West." 

But  nearly  everyone  acknowledges  that 
Mr.  West  creates  a  level  of  lay  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  church’s  mission  outreach 
that  any  annual  conference  could  envy. 


State  department 
says  missionaries  OK 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  All  American 
personnel  in  Nigeria,  including  14  United 
Methodist  missionaries,  are  safe  follow¬ 
ing  a  recent  military  coup  that  overthrew 
the  elected  government  of  President 
Shehu  Shagari. 

The  Rev.  James  Lyles  in  the  World 
Division’s  Africa  Office  here  received 
this  word  Jan.  5  from  the  Nigeria  Desk  of 
the  U.S.  State  Department. 

Mr.  Lyles  learned  that  a  dawn-to-dusk 
curfew  has  been  lifted,  communications 
have  been  restored,  and  the  border  has  been 
reopened.  Everything  is  calm  and  no  out¬ 
breaks  of  violence  are  reported,  he  was  told. 

Nigeria’s  new  leader,  Maj.  Gen. 
Mohammed  Buhari,  a  41-year-old 
armored  brigade  commander  and 
former  petroleum  minister,  is  reported 
by  the  New  York  Times  to  have  told 
diplomats  that  the  system  of  government 
in  effect  since  the  military  handed  over 
power  in  1979  had  not  been  “real  de¬ 
mocracy.”  The  general  said  “thuggery 
and  bribery”  had  been  decisive  factors  in 
elections  held  last  August. 

Mr.  Shagari’s  recently  announced 
austerity  measures  had  met  stiff  resis¬ 
tance  on  the  part  of  the  populace.  But, 
according  to  the  New  York  Times,  most 
Western  economists  predict  the  new 
government  will  need  an  even  more 
severe  austerity  program  if  it  is  to  re¬ 
organize  the  strained  Nigerian  economy. 
The  country,  second-largest  oil  supplier 
to  the  United  States,  was  particularly 
hard  hit  by  the  world  oil  surplus,  which 
caused  Nigeria’s  oil  revenues  to  drop 
from  $22.4  billion  in  1980  to  $9.6  billion  in 
1982.  The  most  populous  African  country, 
it  imports  70  percent  of  its  food  and  raw 
materials. 

Two  United  Methodist  missionaries, 
Diane  and  Ronald  Ray,  were  out  of  the 
country  on  holiday  when  the  coup 
occurred  Dec.  31.  They  called  his  father, 
Myron  Ray  of  Cornelius,  Ore.,  from  Togo, 
where  they  were  visiting  friends.  The 
World  Division  has  assured  them  that 
financial  support  will  be  provided  until 
they  can  return  to  their  base  at  Bukuru. 


where  they  are  associated  with  the 
Theological  College  of  Northern  Nigeria. 

Other  missionaries  serving  in  Nigeria 
are:  Christine  Anders,  Jos;  Charles 
Benson,  Jalingo;  John  and  Minerva 
Current,  Jos;  Barbara  and  William 
Fitzgerald,  Jos;  Anne  Kemper,  Zing; 
Lois  Kohler,  Jos;  Gwendolyn  Ann 
Landis,  Jos;  Gail  and  Steven  Quigg, 
Bambur;  Carol  E.  and  Frederick 
Richart,  Jalingo;  Lois  Schmidt,  Jos. 

The  missionaries  are  engaged  in  educa¬ 
tional,  agricultural  and  medical  work. 


Make  sure  your  church  always  orders 
enough  magazines  published  by  The 
Upper  Room  (including  alive  now!. 
Pockets,  and  Christian  Home).  Write  The 
Upper  Room.  1908  Grand  Avenue.  P.O 
Box  189,  Nashville.  TN  37202. 
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History  plans  in  jeopardy 
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By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

MADISON,  N.J.  —  •’Uncertain”  is 
about  the  best  word  to  describe  the  cur¬ 
rent  standing  of  at  least  three  United 
Methodist  history  projects. 

One  is  the  denomination-wide  women’s 
history  project,  which  one  official  says  is 
“in  jeopardy.”  (The  project  includes  an 
emphasis  on  recovering  ethnic  his¬ 
tories.) 

Another  is  Drew  University’s  fund¬ 
raising  campaign  to  pay  for  the  $2.75  mil¬ 
lion  headquarters  on  Drew’s  campus  into 
which  the  UMCs  General  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History  moved  in  1982. 

The  other  is  the  National  Women’s  His¬ 
tory  Archival  Campaign  Committee  — 
not  related  to  the  women’s  history  project 
—  which  has  pledged  to  raise  at  least  half 
the  $2.75  million  for  the  Archives  and  His¬ 
tory  building. 

Drew  University  originally  agreed  to 
take  full  responsibility  for  providing  the 
headquarters  building  for  the  Archives 
and  History  commission  and  for  raising 
funds  to  pay  for  it  through  university 
channels. 

Drew’s  drive  fails 

But  university  president  Paul  Hardin 
Jr.  went  before  the  church’s  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
(GCFA)  in  late  1983  in  Chicago,  reported 
that  only  about  $1  million  had  been  raised 
so  far,  and  asked  that  a  church-wide  ap¬ 
portioned  fund  be  set  up  for  1985-88  to 
raise  the  remaining  $1.7  million. 

This  set  off  spirited  debate  within  the 
GCFA,  which  is  the  denomination’s  cen¬ 
tral  financial  coordinating  agency.  One 
director,  Roy  J.  Grogan  from  Weather¬ 
ford,  Tex.,  said,  “I  would  like  to  say  *no’ 
to  Brew.  You’ve  made  a  deal,  now  stick 
with  it.  Raise  the  money,  take  it  out  of 
your  endowment,  or  do  something  to 
keep  faith  with  this  council.” 


But  other  GCFA  members  argued  that 
it  would  cost  more  money  to  find  a  new 
location  for  the  archives  and  history 
agency  than  to  help  the  university  finish 
paying  for  the  new  building. 

Drew’s  vice  president  for  develop¬ 
ment,  William  G.  Wehner,  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  the  university’s  trustees  have 
been  involved  primarily  in  the  campaign 
to  raise  funds  for  the  university’s  $4  mil¬ 
lion  addition  to  its  library.  The  library 
addition  and  the  archives  and  history 
building,  facing  each  other  across  a 
small  quadrangle,  were  designed  and 
built  simultaneously. 

Apportionment  recommended 

On  a  split  vote,  the  finance  council 
voted  to  recommend  that  the  1984  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  establish  an  apportion¬ 
ment  of  $250,000  annually,  or  $1  million 
for  the  next  four  years,  to  pay  for  the 
building. 

Meanwhile  the  budget  allocation  re¬ 
quested  by  the  Archives  and  History 
commission  was  reduced  and,  according 
to  the  commission’s  chief  executive,  the 
Rev.  Charles  Yrigoyen,  leaves  no  money 
to  continue  either  the  women’s  history 
project  or  the  related  recovery  of  eth¬ 
nic  histories  project. 

Officially,  approval  of  the  proposed  ap¬ 
portionment  for  Drew  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  proposed  cutback  in  the  com¬ 
mission’s  program  budget.  Dr.  Yrigoyen 
said. 

Dr.  Yrigoyen  said  the  main 
components  of  the  women’s  history  proj¬ 
ect  are  to  help  improve  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  collection  of  materials  detailing 
the  importance  of  women  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  history.  It  also  includes  conduct¬ 
ing  workshops  locally  and  regionally  to 
help  persons  know  what  to  preserve  to 
highlight  women’s  history  and  how  best 
to  preserve  it. 


DALLAS  —  A  United  Methodist  grant  has  enabled  these  Hispanic  women 
from  the  West  Dallas  neighborhood  to  learn  catering  business  skills.  A 
special  catering  "teaching  kitchen”  was  installed  at  the  UM-related 
Wesley-Rankin  Community  Center  here.  photo  by  viccasad 

‘ Caters  ’  to  needs 

Grant  fuels  cooking  class 

have  accumulated  about  $1,000,  which 
will  be  spent  on  upgrading  and  expand¬ 
ing  the  service. 

According  to  Espie  del  Rosario,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  center,  the  catering 
service  is  a  combination  training  pro¬ 
gram  and  community  service. 

The  main  idea  is  to  train  women  to  use 
the  skills  they  already  have  productively 
and  start  their  own  business,  she  said. 

Only  one  of  the  10  women  speaks  En¬ 
glish,  so  the  program  works  around  the 
language  barrier  by  allowing  them  to 
“communicate”  through  their  cooking. 

“The  catering  service  is  a  means  of  ful¬ 
fillment  for  most  of  them,”  explained 
Ms.  del  Rosario.  “They  are  able  to  earn 
money  and  help  their  families,  and  it 
gives  them  a  sense  of  self-importance. 
Their  cooking  skills  are  enhanced,  and 
that  gives  them  a  feeling  of  self-worth. 
They  go  to  numerous  churches  preparing 
meals,  and  the  travel  expands  their  lives 
beyond  the  neighborhood.  They  prepare 
budgets  and  menus,  and  this  teaches 
them  to  handle  finances  and  details." 

Plans  for  the  group  include  an  adver¬ 
tising  campaign  to  offer  their  services  to 
more  clients. 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  -  A  $20,000  grant  from  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is 
“really  cooking”  at  the  United  Methodist 
Wesley-Rankin  Community  Center  here. 

The  funds  are  being  used  to  establish 
and  operate  the  Los  Altos  Catering  Ser¬ 
vice.  A  catering  kitchen  has  been  in¬ 
stalled  in  the  Casa  Feliz  building  on  the 
Wesley-Rankin  campus,  and  classes  in 
how  to  run  a  catering  business  are  sched¬ 
uled  to  start  next  year. 

Meanwhile  ten  women  from  Los  Altos 
(the  surrounding  West  Dallas  neighbor¬ 
hood  )  are  not  waiting  for  classes  but  have 
begun  to  prepare  Mexican  and  Filipino 
dishes.  The  women  have  catered  several 
occasions  in  private  homes  and  United 
Methodist  Churches,  serving  between  20 
and  200  each  time.  They  consider  their 
prices  highly  competitive  with  commer¬ 
cial  caterers.  One  reason  is  that  they 
have  little  overhead.  They  cut  costs  by 
requesting  that  the  patrons  provide  bev¬ 
erages  and  utensils.  Also  the  women  re¬ 
turn  a  portion  of  their  personal  profit  to 
the  catering  service’s  account.  They 


The  project  is  headed  by  Dr.  Carolyn 
Gifford,  a  professional  archivist. 

Dr.  Yrigoyen  said  the  commission’s 
executive  committee  will  meet  Jan.  25  in 
Atlanta  to  decide  what  response,  if  any, 
to  make  to  the  threatened  program  cut¬ 
backs. 

The  national  women’s  history  fund¬ 
raising  committee,  which  has  ties  only  to 
the  university  and  not  to  the  commission 
or  to  the  women’s  history  project,  still 
intends  to  raise  half  of  the  original  $2.75 
million. 

The  committee’s  chairperson,  Mrs. 
Marjorie  Tuell  of  Los  Angeles,  told  the 
Reporter  that  this  still  is  the  committee’s 
goal.  The  latest  official  report  on  funds 
raised  by  the  committee  (October  1983) 
was  $50,000,  but  she  said  another  $50,000 
gift  is  “just  hanging”  on  one  signature 
and  another  “much  larger”  gift  is  ex¬ 
pected. 

Fund-raising  committee  upset 

Mrs.  Tuell,  wife  of  Los  Angeles  Area 
Bishop  Jack  Tuell,  said  her  group  is  very 
upset  over  the  possibility  that  the  wom¬ 
en’s  history  project  will  have  to  be  in¬ 
terrupted  if  not  stopped  entirely.  She  said 
some  members  of  her  committee,  indi¬ 
vidually,  have  indicated  they  will  try  to 
raise  funds  for  the  project  while  con¬ 
tinuing  to  support  the  committee’s  of¬ 
ficial  “brick  and  mortar”  pledge. 

Meanwhile  the  women’s  history  proj¬ 
ect,  an  official  part  of  the  Archives  and 
History  commission’s  program,  is  as¬ 
sured  of  funding  through  1984.  This 
comes  from  an  $80,000  one-time  grant 
made  in  1983  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  the  denomination’s  general 
program  coordinating  agency. 

Beyond  1984,  though,  the  project  is  “in 
jeopardy,”  according  to  Dr.  Yrigoyen. 

Still  another  approach  is  being  tried  to 
Drew’s  fund-raising  campaign.  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  members  of  the  univer¬ 
sity’s  board  of  trustees  met  Jan.  5  to  dis¬ 
cuss,  philosophically,  what  should  be  the 
denomination’s  commitment  to  complete 
paying  for  the  building. 

Evangelist 

memorialized 

BALTIMORE  (UMNS)  -  The  late 
Rev.  E.  Stanley  Jones,  heralded  as  one  of 
the  20th  century’s  most  famed  evan¬ 
gelists  and  Christian  authors,  was 
honored  at  a  day-long  memorial  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  100th  anniversary  of  his  birth 
at  his  home  church  here  Jan.  3. 

Members  of  the  United  Christian  Ash¬ 
ram  movement,  which  Dr.  Jones 
founded,  gathered  at  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  here  for  worship,  a 
trip  to  Dr.  Jones’  birthplace  and  grave- 
site,  and  finally  for  a  communion  service 
honoring  the  late  Methodist  evangelist. 

He  went  to  India  as  a  missionary  under 
the  former  Methodist  Board  of  Missions 
where  he  was  first  assigned  to  an 
English-speaking  church  in  Lucknow.  In 
1917  he  was  named  evangelist-at-large 
for  the  Methodist  Church  in  northern 
India.  He  founded  the  Christian  Ashram 
(Spiritual  retreat)  movement  after  being 
influenced  by  Hindu  Ashrams 
established  by  his  friend  Mahatma 
Gandhi. 


Proposals  could 
impact  local  church 


i 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  1984  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
!  Church  will  meet  May  l-li  in  Balti- 
I  more.  Delegates  will  wear  the  medal- 
I  lion  at  right.  The  following  is  the  second 
I  in  a  series  of  17  articles  in  which  the  Re- 
|  porter  will  summarize  major  issues 
1  facing  the  delegates. 

I  By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
I  Staff  Writer 

1  Dozens  of  proposals  to  be  considered 
J  by  the  General  Conference  could  affect 
the  denomination’s  39,000  local  church- 
I  es,  but  several  would  make  a  direct  and 
I  visible  impact  on  their  worship,  church 
j  school  and  plan  of  organization. 

I  Among  such  proposals  for  local 
I  churches  are: 

I  •  A  new  denomination-wide  “mis- 
I  sional  priority”  which  would  ask  each 
j  local  congregation  to  develop  a  “state¬ 
ment  of  mission’  ’  each  year ; 

I  •  An  upgrading  of  the  Administrative 
I  Council  plan  to  co-equal  status  with  the 
I  Administrative  Board/Council  on 
I  Ministries  plan  for  local  church  orga- 
|  nization; 

I  •  Mandating  equal  footing  for  women 
I  on  the  board  of  trustees ; 

|  •  The  addition  of  a  work  area  on  the 


status  and  role  of  women  to  the  Council 
J  on  Ministries; 

I  •  A  revised  and  expanded  “Book  of 
I  Ritual”; 

I  •  A  new  hymnal; 

I  •  Church  school  materials  designed 
I  especially  for  small  membership 
I  churches; 

I  •  A  greater  emphasis  on  preserving 
j  local  church  history. 

The  proposed  “missional  priority” 


I  for  the  denomination  —  “The  Church 
I  Alive:  An  Inclusive  Church  for  a  Just 
I  Society”  —  would  encourage  existing 
1  congregations  to  be  more  active  in 
I  mission  as  well  as  creating  whole  new 
I  congregations. 

j  Each  UM  congregation  would  be 
expected  to  participate  in  the  priority 
J  and  be  required  annually  to  develop  a 
I  “statement  of  mission”  detailing  its 
I  plans  for  mission  and  ministry  to  its  own 
|  community. 

I  (A  fuller  description  of  the  proposed 
I  priority  and  of  funding  proposals  for 
I  other  church  programs  will  appear 
j  later  in  this  series.) 

I  A  proposal  from  the  General  Board  of 
I  Discipleship  is  designed  to  benefit 
I  smaller  churches  by  giving  the 
I  streamlined  Administrative  Council 
I 


plan  of  organization  a  denominational 
blessing.  The  Administrative  Council 
combines  into  one  body  the  functions  of 
the  Administrative  Board  and  the  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  and  requires  fewer 
members  to  fill  mandated  positions. 

“The  present  official  language  seems 
to  imply  that  the  Administrative 
Council  is  alright,  but  not  really  as  good 
as  the  Council  on  Ministries/Adminis¬ 
trative  Board  plan,”  said  Discipleship’s 
Neil  Alexander.  “Most  small  churches 
are  using  the  Administrative  Council 
plan;  the  proposal  would  eliminate 
their  feelings  of  being  second-rate,”  he 
said. 

Church  women  equalized 

Two  other  proposals  could  affect  lo¬ 
cal  church  organization  and  the  status 
of  its  women  members.  The  first 
proposal  calls  for  an  equal  number  of 
men  and  women  on  the  local  church’s 
board  of  trustees,  according  to  Nancy 
Grissom-Self  of  the  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women. 

“Women  members  tend  to  be  clus¬ 
tered  in  worship,  education  and  mission 
areas  while  the  trustee  and  financial 
boards  tend  to  be  the  bastions  of  male 
domination,”  she  said.  “The  rationale 
is  to  get  more  men  into  the  spiritual  life 
of  the  congregation  by  including  them 
in  other  work  areas  rather  than  ‘ghetto¬ 
izing’  them  in  the  finance  and  trustee 
posts.” 

A  second  proposal  would  require  a 
new  work  area  on  the  status  and  role  of 
women  on  the  Council  on  Ministries 
with  the  chairperson  to  be  a  woman. 
Ms.  Self  said  that  60  of  the  73  annual 
conferences  have  a  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women.  These 
conference  leaders  requested  there  be  a 
mandated  local  church  level  work  area 
so  issues  about  the  role  of  women  can 
be  raised  in  the  context  of  the  local 
church,  she  said. 

New  resources  for  congregational 
worship  also  are  being  suggested. 
Discipleship’s  request  for  a  revised 
“Book  of  Ritual”  would  provide  more 
alternatives  than  existing  books  of 
worship.  The  revised  book  would  gather 
up  many  of  the  ritual  materials  issued 
in  separate  publications  during  the  last 
10  years. 

“One  of  the  biggest  changes  the  con¬ 
gregation  would  notice  is  a  new  com¬ 
munion  service  that  approaches  the 
death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ 
in  a  more  celebrative  style,”  said  the 
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Rev.  Hoyt  Hickman,  editor  of  the  | 
service  of  worship.  “Also,  the  use  of  a  I 
loaf  of  bread  rather  than  wafers  is  I 
urged  to  make  the  service  more  j: 
realistic,”  he  said.  j 

The  common  lectionary  (presently  j 
found  in  “Seasons  of  the  Gospel”)  and  j 
the  newly  designed  common  calendar  j 
likewise  would  be  included  in  the  | 
revised  “Book  of  Ritual.”  I 

A  new  hymnal,  also  proposed  by  Dis-  I 
cipleship,  would  include  hymns,  gospel  I 
songs  and  contemporary  Christian  j 
wsmcSo  which  reflects  the  multi-ethnic  1 


character  of  United  Methodism.  The  J 
current  “Book  of  Hymns”  was  adopted  j 
by  the  former  Methodist  Church  in  1966.  | 

If  the  proposal  is  adopted,  a  hymnal  | 
review  committee  would  prepare  a  j 
single  volume  hymn  and  worship  book  | 
to  submit  to  the  1988  General  Confer-  I 
ence  for  adoption.  The  book  would  be  I 
available  in  1990.  j 

Small  church  targeted  ; 

Another  proposal  from  Discipleship,  j 
church  school  curriculum  developed  j 
especially  for  small  membership  I 
churches  —  met  with  approval  from  I 
two  spokesmen:  the  Rev.  Bruce  j 


McConnell,  executive  director  of  the 
Small  Church  Project  and  the  Rev.  Jim 


Hankins,  editor  of  the  UM  Rural  | 
Fellowship  newsletter.  j 

Both  said  teachers  in  small  churches  j 
face  difficulties  translating  the  church  I 
school  material  from  the  large,  urban  I 
church  emphasis  to  their  own  setting.  I 
The  proposal  seeks  to  ensure  “attention  J 


be  given  to  demographic  differences 
and  the  need  for  illustrations,  photo-  j 
graphs,  and  language  appropriate  to  j 
small  membership  church  settings .  ”  j 
The  preservation  of  local  church  j 
history  may  get  a  boost  if  a  proposal  I 
from  the  General  Commission  on  Ar-  I 
chives  and  History  is  adopted.  The  I 
office  of  church  historian  would  be  J 
moved  from  the  “optional”  to  the  “re-  J 
quired”  list  of  local  church  officers.  J 
The  historian  is  to  provide  for  the  pres-  j 
ervation  of  all  records  and  historical  j 
materials  no  longer  in  current  use.  | 


Half  of  delegates  to  he  women 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  -  Almost  half  of  the  lay 
delegates  to  the  1984  General  Conference 
will  be  laywomen. 

This  and  other  facts  are  derived  from  a 
listing  in  the  November  issue  of  Re¬ 
sponse  magazine  of  women  elected  by 
their  annual  conferences  to  the  1984  legis¬ 


lative  sessions  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  magazine,  published  by  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  Woman’s 
Division,  said  that  68  of  the  73  annual  con¬ 
ferences  elected  267  women  delegates.  Of. 
those,  18  will  chair  their  respective  annu¬ 
al  conference  delegations.  Another  42  of 


the  women  delegates  are  ordained 
clergy. 

The  other  225  women  are  identified  as 
lay  delegates.  With  a  maximum  of  500 
lay  delegates  —  equally  balancing  a 
maximum  of  500  ordained  clergy  dele¬ 
gates  —  this  means  that  44  percent  of  the 
lay  delegates  will  be  women 


Software  eyed  for  local  churches 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  has  asked  for  and  re¬ 
ceived  responsibility  to  develop  a 
church-wide  program  for  local  church 
use  of  computers. 

The  publishing  house’s  chief  spokes¬ 
man,  Roger  L.  Burgess,  told  the  Report¬ 
er  the  firm  hopes  to  complete  research 
and  development  in  the  local  church 
computer  field  by  April  1984  and  to  start 
marketing  a  computer  system  by  Fall 
1984. 

Robert  Feaster,  who  became  the  pub¬ 
lishing  house’s  new  chief  executive  in 
1983,  said  he  and  other  executives  have 
been  working  with  an  Illinois  firm  to  de¬ 
velop  computer  software  programs  spe¬ 
cifically  for  local  churches.  But  he  said 
the  publishing  house  is  talking  with  other 
firms,  too. 


Mr.  Feaster’s  request  that  the  publish¬ 
ing  house  be  authorized  to  develop  and 
coordinate  local  church  computer  utiliza¬ 
tion  —  both  hardware  (equipment)  and 
software  —  was  accepted  by  an  ad  hoc 
committee  which  has  spent  several 
months  investigating  what  use  is  being 
made  by  local  churches  of  computers 
and  what  standardization  there  is,  if  any, 
of  hardware  or  programming. 

The  ad  hoc  committee,  functioning  un¬ 
der  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  recommended  the  shift 


in  assignment  to  the  UMPH  and  it  was 
approved  by  the  parent  council.  This  in 
effect  put  the  ad  hoc  committee  out  of 
business,  but  the  publishing  house  and 
the  church’s  general  finance  agency  will 
cooperate  through  an  advisory  group. 
The  advisory  group  is  expected  to  re¬ 
ceive  input  from  local  churches,  church 
agencies  and  other  church  users  of  com¬ 
puters. 

The  denomination  has  entered  the 
computer  age  so  rapidly  that  at  least  two 
similar  groups  have  been  organized.  One 


the  church  today 


is  the  Methodist  Users  Group  (MUG); 
the  other  is  the  Churcl\  Computer  Users 
Network  (CCUN).  Both  have  sent  repre¬ 
sentatives  to  ad  hoc  committee  meetings. 

One  general  finding,  according  to  min¬ 
utes  of  the  committee’s  Nov.  28  meeting 
in  Chicago,  is  that  churches  are  using 
computers  less  than  expected  for  fiscal 
controls  and  more  than  expected  for 
“ministry  management.”  As  an  example 
of  the  latter,  one  church  said  it  lists  re¬ 
cipients  of  its  food  ministry  on  its  com¬ 
puter.  These  can  be  shared  with  other 
food  programs  and  also  can  maintain  in¬ 
ventories  of  food  available  for  distribu¬ 
tion. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Meet  Methodism's 
founder.  •  • 
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The  Elusive  Mr.  Wesley, 

Volume  One 

John  Wesley  His  Own  Biographer 


Richard  P.  Heitzenrater,  decoder  of  Wesley's  diaries,  presents  a  new  study  of  the 
founder  of  Methodism  that  challenges  comparison  with  previous  works. 
Including  heretofore  unpublished  materials,  Volume  One  introduces  Wesley  with  selected  writings  and 
commentary.  59.75,  soft  cover.  No.  11554-X.  Available  in  March,  1984. 
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•  •  .and  retrace  his  legacy 

with  these  important  resources  for  the  Bicentennial. 


1  Divinity : 
Theology  1b  the  Wesleyan 


Thomas  A  Langford 
S9.95.  soil  cover.  No.  3332$- 1. 

T  rands  JUbury 

$7-95,  soft  cover.  No.  13461-7 


$18.95.  sott  cover.  No.  39140-7 

John  Wesley's  Fifty-Three 


The  Life  at  My  Tears 

Prince  A  Taylor.  Jr. 

$9.95,  soft  cover.  No.  21854-3 

John  Wesley's  The  elegy 
K  Collection  /rent  HU  Works 
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Homosexuality  policy  threatens 
Salvation  Army  funds 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  Salvation 
Army  may  lose  its  $5-million  contract 
with  the  City  of  New  York  because  it  re¬ 
fuses  to  include  a  pledge  of  non-discrimi¬ 
nation  against  homosexuals  in  its  em¬ 
ployment  contracts. 

Under  a  1980  law,  all  private  organiza¬ 
tions  that  have  contracts  with  the  city 
must  affirm  that  they  will  not  discrim¬ 
inate  against  employees  or  job  appli¬ 
cants  on  the  basis  of  “sexual  orientation 
or  affectional  preference.” 

“I  am  sure  we  have  homosexuals 
working  for  us  —  in  fact,  I  know  we  do,” 
said  Lieut.  Col.  Roland  Schramm,  the 
army’s  New  York  administrator.  But  at 
the  same  time,  he  declared  that  “we  will 
never  say  or  sign  anything  that  gives  the 
impression  we  condone  homosexuality.” 

The  city’s  contract  with  the  army  helps 
to  subsidize  10  day-care  centers,  a  foster 
home  and  an  adoption  service. 

Black  lawyer  aids  Klan  in 
Alabama  parade  permit  bid 

A  black  lawyer  is  representing  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan  in  its  effort  to  hold  a  protest 
march  in  Chickasaw,  Ala.,  a  town  seven 
miles  north  of  Mobile. 

Christopher  C.  Clanton,  26,  who  was 
referred  to  the  Alabama  Klan  by  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union,  recently 
failed  to  persuade  the  Chickasaw  City 
Council  to  allow  a  Jan.  7  Klan  march  to 
protest  court-ordered  school  desegrega¬ 
tion  and  the  Supreme  Court’s  ban  on 


group  prayer  in  public  schools. 

“For  a  black  man  to  deny  others  their 
civil  rights  would  be  a  contradiction  of  all 
that  black  people  themselves  fought  for 
in  the  1960s,”  Mr.  Clanton  told  a  New 
York  Times  reporter. 

Ray  D.  Morris,  grand  dragon  of  the 
Alabama  Klan,  said  that  in  his  opinion, 
“it  don’t  make  no  difference  that  he’s 
what  he  is  or  that  I’m  a  Klansman.  We’re 
both  Americans,  aren’t  we!” 

‘Year  of  the  Bible’ 
suit  is  dismissed 

LOS  ANGELES  (RNS)  -  A  federal 
judge  has  dismissed  a  suit  against  the 
“Year  of  the  Bible,”  saying  the  congres¬ 
sional  resolution  and  presidential  proc¬ 
lamation  of  it  do  not  have  the  force  of 
law. 

Chief  U.S.  District  Judge  Manuel  Real 
ruled  on  a  suit  brought  by  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU)  on  behalf 
of  16  plaintiffs,  including  Christians, 
Jews,  Buddhists  and  Sikhs,  as  well  as  hu¬ 
manists,  agnostics,  and  atheists.  They 
charged  that  the  resolution,  which  called 
the  Bible  the  “Word  of  God,”  and  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan’s  proclamation  legally 
recognized  Christianity  as  the  official  re¬ 
ligion  of  the  nation. 

But  Judge  Real  said  the  plaintiffs  had 
assumed  “a  false  major  premise  —  that 
is,  all  actions  of  Congress  are  laws.”  He 
compared  the  “Year  of  the  Bible”  proc¬ 
lamation  with  annual  presidential  proc¬ 
lamations  for  Thanksgiving,  and  said 
neither  was  “sufficiently  forceful  to 
mandate  religious  conduct.” 


African  Palms 


If  you  buy  palm  crosses  mode  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  income 
overages  $55  per  year  to  buy  the  bare 
necessities  of  life  and  to  help  fill 
agricultural,  educational, 
vocational  and  health  needs.  All 
work  done  in  this  country  is 
volunteered.  Orders  are 
acknowledged  and  must  be 
received  by  March  1 5  to  assure 
delivery  by  Palm  Sunday.  Rotes 
based  on  $6.00  per  100;  $3.00  per  50.  in 
multiples  of  50.  Only  individual-sized 
palm  crosses  are  available.  Inquiries 
invited.  Include  your  street  oddress 
for  United  Porcel  Service  delivery. 
AFRICAN  PALMS.  P.O.  Box  575, 
Olney,  MD  20832. 


TRINITY 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  leach  dynamic 
Bible  courses. 

A  LAY  ACAOEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS,. 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  0L0  ANO  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YE*R. 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  ot 
the  Bible  ' 

LOOK  IT  OVER  I  Introductory  Kit  $15 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 
Box  25101  •  Dallas.  TX  75225 
214-526-8498 
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Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  Assembly 
To  Feature  Worship  and  Workshop 


JANUARY  20,  1984 

CORK  Plans 
Interracial 


The  Annual  Assembly  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  will  be  held 
January  24-25  at  the  Lakeview 
Presbyterian  Church,  5914  Canal 
Boulevard,  New  Orleans.  The 
Conference  is  the  statewide  cooperative 
work  of  twenty-one  church  Judicatories, 
representing  one  million  five  hundred 
thousand  members  in  Louisiana.  The 
Annual  Assembly  will  feature  a 
workshop  on  “Education  in  Louisiana.” 
The  workshop  will  begin  at  1:15  p.m.  on 
Tuesday,  January  24.  The  Annual 
Assembly  will  also  feature  an 
Ecumenical  Worship  Service.  The 
worship  service  will  be  held  Tuesday, 
January  24  starting  at  7 : 30  p.m. 

Dr.  James  Wharton,  Chancellor  of 
Louisiana  State  University,  will  be  the 
keynote  speaker  for  the  workshop  on 
“Education  in  Louisiana.”  Archbishop 
Philip  Hannan  of  New  Orleans  will  be  the 
moderator.  Mr.  Alphonse  Jackson,  State 
Representative  from  Shreveport;  Mr. 
David  Sinitiere,  member  of  the  Board  of 
Elementary  Education;  Dr.  Sally 
Clausen,  sister  of  the  newly  elected 
Superintendent  of  Education;  Ms. 
Elizabeth  Rack,  member  of  the  Orleans 
Parish  School  Board;  and  Mr. Howard 
Jenkins,  Superintendent  of  Education  for 
the  Archdiocese  of  New  Orleans,  will 
respond  to  Dr.  Wharton’s  keynote 
address.  Following  the  respondents, 
there  will  be  a  period  of  audience 
participation.  The  workshop  will  be 
concluded  at  5 :15p.m. 


Archbishop 
Philip  Hannan 


Dr.  T.  J.  Jcmison, 
Nat'l  Baptist 


Dr.  James  Wharton. 
Chancellor,  LSU 


Dr.  T.  J.  Jemison,  President  of  the 
Louisiana  Baptist  State  Convention  and 
President  of  the  National  Baptist 
Convention,  U.S.A.,  Inc.  will  be  the  guest 
preacher  at  the  Ecumenical  Worship 
Service.  Dr.  T.  J.  Jemison  is  also  pastor 
of  Mount  Zion  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge.  The  Lakeview  Presbyterian 
Church  Choir  and  the  Orleans  Parish 
Prison  Choir  will  sing.  The  Rev.  James 
Collier,  host  pastor,  will  be  assisted  in 


conducting  the  service  by  Bishops  and 
various  leaders  of  denominations  in  the 
state.  The  general  public  is  invited  and 
encouraged  to  attend  the  worship 
service. 

The  business  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  will  be  held 
Wednesday,  January  25  from  9:00  to 
12:00  noon.  The  session  will  be  held  in  the 
Social  Hall  of  the  Lakeview  Presbyterian 
Church. 


St.  Bernard  United  Methodist  Church 
Dedicates  Administration  Building 


Mrs.  Shamblin’s 
New  Address 

Mrs.  J.  Kenneth  (Virginia) 
Shamblin 

x  8600  Skyline  Drive  s  1123 

'<<  Dallas,  Texas  75243 


Visitation 

The  Conference  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  is  setting  in  Motion  its 
program  of  interracial  church  visitation. 
In  connection  with  this,  Church 
Visitation  emphasis  Sunday  is  scheduled 
for  January  29.  Under  this  program,  the 
Commission  is  asking  that  all  persons  set 
aside  at  least  one  Sunday  to  visit  an 
“other  race”  church. 

Because  Human  Relations  Sunday 
falls  in  the  month  of  March,  the 
Commission  hopes  that  many  visitations 
will  be  made  in  March,  although 
visitations  are  welcomed  throughout  the 
year.  Commission  Chairman  Rogers 
Newman  will  begin  his  visitations  in 
January  and  expects  to  visit  most  of  the 
districts  before  Annual  Conference. 

This  visitation  effort  is  a  supplement  to 
the  pulpit  exchange  program  which  has 
■been  operative  for  some  years  now.  The 
Commission  is  asking  all  churches  to 
participate  in  the  pulpit  exchange 
program,  under  which  ministers  of 
different  races  exchange  pulpits  with 
each  other  and  take  along  some  from 
their  congregations.  The  period  of 
emphasis  for  the  pulpit  exchange 
program  is  February-March,  with 
Human  Relations  Sunday  (March  4) 
being  the  day  that  the  Commission  hopes 
most  exchanges  will  take  place. 

The  purpose  of  the  visitation  and 
exchange  program  is  to  bring  United 
Methodists  of  different  races  closer 
together  in  the  worship  experience  and 
thus,  to  help  bring  about  the  Kingdom  of 
God. 

The  Commission  welcomes  all 
comments  about  this  program  and  asks 
that  all  persons  share  with  it  their 
visitation  experiences.  Correspondence 
should  be  directed  to  Rogers  J.  Newman, 
7860  Emile  St.,  Baton  Rouge.  LA  70807. 


at  the  recent  dedication  of  the  St.  Bernard  United  Methodist  Church 
administrative  building  are  (left  to  right):  Rev.  Robert  W.  Peterson,  pastor  of  St. 
Bernard  UMC;  Rev.  Homer  Broussard,  in  whose  honor  the  renovation  work  was 
done:  Mrs.  Vally  White,  daughter  of  Rev.  Broussard:  and  Mr.  Ed  Riggs,  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  St.  Bernard  UMC. 


The  newly  renovated  building  was  one  of  the  original  purchases  of  the  St.  Bernard 
congregation,  and  until  recently  housed  both  the  kindergarten  and  nursery.  The 
building  was  completely  re-done  to  house  pastor  and  secretary’s  offices  and  has  a 
conference  room  as  well  as  reception  area. 


Persons ,  Churches  & 
Events 

Dr.  Don  Emler,  Chairperson  of  the  Department  of  Religion  at  Centenary 
College,  will  serve  as  the  teacher  for  the  March-May  quarter  of  the 
International  Sunday  School  Lessons  to  be  presented  on  satellite.  This  is  most 
appropriate  as  Dr.  Emler  wrote  the  series  for  Cokesbury’s  literature  to  be  used 
in  churches  throughout  the  country. 

Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  has  compiled  a  history.  We  Are 
Methodists:  1784-1984,  as  their  bicentennial  project.  Elouise  Waggamon,  church 
historian,  served  as  project  director.  Rev.  Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr.  is  the  pastor. 

The  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club  has*  issued  a  1983-84  “Second  Cali”  for  the 
Carlyss  United  Methodist  Church.  Sulphur,  Louisiana.  Members  are  asked  to 
respond  to  the  call. 

A  Louisia  'a  Handbell  Workshop  for  Directors  and  Advanced  Ringers  will  be 
held  January  27-28  at  University  United  Methodist  Church,  3350  Dalrymple  Dr., 
Baton  Rouge.  It  is  being  sponsored  by  The  American  Guild  of  English  Handbell 
Ringers,  Inc.,  and  will  be  conducted  by  Donald  Allured.  Registration  is  at  6  p.m. 
Friday,  January  27,  and  the  cost  will  be  $20.  For  more  information,  contact 

Madeline  Woodland  at  TTnivprcifv  TTnitoH  MofKrtWJef  cn,i  no*  nnn- 


Haynes  Addresses  Gammon  Convocation 


Crowley  Lectionary  Study  Well  Attended 


The  Crowley  United  Methodist  Church  weekly  hosts  one  of  the  most  successful 
lectionary  studies  of  the  state.  The  group  meets  on  Wednesdays  and  uses  a  videotape 
taken  from  the  satellite  on  Tuesday  by  Rev.  Bill  Rowell  of  Eunice. 


The  group  has  averaged  about  twelve  each  week  from  a  wide  cross-section  of 
denominations.  One  priest  said,  “I’ve  always  been  active  in  ecumenical  affairs 
throughout  my  ministry,  but  this  study  reached  beneath  the  superficial  to  the  real 
spirit  of  Christian  faith  sharing  and  fellowship.  It  is  the  finest  inter-faith  project  I’ve 
ever  seen.” 

Shown  attending  one  of  the  Wednesday  sessions  at  Crowley  in  the  picture  above 
are:  (Seated,  left  to  right)  Father  Paul  Metrejean  and  Rev.  Stan  J.  Gall,  both  of  St. 
Michaels  Catholic  Church:  Rev.  Scott  Blazek.  First  Lutheran  Church;  Rev.  Lynn 
Simpson,  Frist  Presbyterian  Church;  (standing,  left  to  right)  Rev.  Grady  Poulard. 
Israelite  Baptist  Church;  Rev.  Doug  Foreman,  Centenary  Methodist  Church  of 
Rayne;  Rev.  Larry  Robertson.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  president  of  the 
Greater  Crowley  Ministerial  Association;  Father  Patrick  J.  Ruddle,  Eudist  Father; 
and  Rev.  Roy  J.  Kibodeaux,  Maxie  Gospel  Tabernacle.  The  study  on  video  tape  from 
broadcasts  developed  by  the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  is  led  by  teachers  of 
various  denominations. 

( PHOTO  PROVIDED  BY  CROWLEY  POST-SIGNAL) 


Twenty-one  ministers,  church  secretaries  and  editors,  the  district  secretary  am 
district  superintendent  participated  in  the  recent  Workshop  on  Church  Newslette: 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles.  The  event  was  planned  by  C; 
Lannerd.  Lake  Charles  District  Secretary,  with  FJwood  Fleming  of  the  Confer* 
staff,  serving  as  workshop  leader.  Lake  Charles  District  Superintendent,  Dr.  , 
Cooke,  participated. 


Dr.  Leonard  L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  pastor  of 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  was  the  speaker  for  the 
Centennial  Convocation  Banquet,  held 
December  6,  as  part  of  the  Centennial 
Founders’  Day  Convocation  III  at 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary, 
Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion 
UM  Church,  New  Orleans,  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Centennial  Committee. 
Two  Louisiana  students  at  Gammon. 
Harold  Grant  and  Robert  Woodfork, 
participated  in  the  worship  services. 


Other  ministers  attending  from  the 
Louisiana  Conference  were  Alonzo  J. 
Campbell,  John  D.  V.  Hamilton,  Jr., 
Julius  Jefferson  and  Roger  D.  La  than. 


Death 

Rev.  James  C.  Miles  died  January  3, 
1984.  At  the  time  of  his  death  Rev.  Miles 
was  Associate  Pastor  of  St.  Mark  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  Among 
his  duties  at  St.  Mark,  he  served  as 
Director  of  Home  Care  Ministries. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Subscription  Campaign 

Subscription  Sunday  —  March  1 1 

Subscriptions  $8.00 
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International  Lesson  Serie* 


Turn  To  The  Lord 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Scripture  Lesson  —  Isaiah  31 .1-7 

In  this  powerful  lesson  from  Isaiah  we  find  several  major  points  of  his  theology:  (1) 
God  only  is  holy,  totally  holy,  but  He  calls  upon  His  children  to  follow  His  example;  (2) 
God  is  ultimately  in  control  of  His  creation  —  His  will  will  be  done;  (3)  God  wants  His 
creatures  to  live  in  peace  and  harmony  but,  when  a  war  does  occur,  God  controls  its 
outcome  and  uses  it  to  fulfill  His  will;  and  (4)  The  only  true  security  is  to  be  found  in 
God  and  in  obedience  to  Him. 

The  actual  time  period  involved  in  this  passage  is  the  late  700s  B.C.  or  even  the  early 
600s  B.C.  Judah  had  become  a  vassal  state  of  Assyria  during  the  reign  of  Ahaz, 
thereby  preventing  destruction  at  the  Assyrian  hands.  But,  when  Hezekiah  (Ahaz’s 
son)  came  to  power  and  when  the  Assyrian  king  Sargon  died,  he  attempted  to  relieve 
his  people  of  this  foreign  yoke  by  arranging  an  alliance  with  Egypt,  then  ruled  by 
Pharoah  Shabako.  He  sent  ambassadors  to  Egypt  to  work  out  the  details.  Isaiah 
believed  that  this  reliance  on  military  alliances  would  lead  to  defeat  because  it 
demonstrated  a  basic  lack  of  trust  in  God.  Essentially,  Hezekiah  and  his  followers 
were  looking  to  Pharoah  for  their  security  and  not  to  God. 

Isaiah,  being  a  realist,  knew  that  when  man  loses  faith  in  God  or  ignores  God 
(actually  this  amounts  to  playing  God  himself),  suffering  comes.  God’s  judgment 
brings  with  it  destruction.  We  see  this  in  the  third  verse  of  our  scripture.  But,  Isaiah 
also  sees  (in  the  fifth  verse)  that  God  protects  Jerusalem.  In  other  words,  God  is  not 
only  severe  in  His  judgment  but  is  also  good  and  loving  in  deliverance.  However, 
God’s  purpose  is  that  peace  and  harmony  is  the  rule  for  living  —  not  war.  And,  trust  in 
God  is  the  way  to  live  —  not  trusting  in  military  alliances. 

In  a  time  when  a  small  nation  tried  to  survive  a  tenuous  situation,  these  words  of 
Isaiah  fell  upon  many  deaf  ears.  For  most  of  the  leaders  of  Judah  ignored  the  demise 
of  the  Northern  Kingdom  (which  had  also  relied  on  military  alliances)  and  plotted  a 
plan  of  playing  one  nation  against  the  other.  These  large  nations  knew  the  situation, 
and  Isaiah  called  upon  his  people  to  turn  to  the  Lord  and  to  stop  playing  the  games  of 
politics  and  military  alliances. 

This  summary  of  today’s  lesson  was  written  during  the  week  of  January  1st.  This 
was  the  week  which  saw  a  minister  who  aspires  to  the  presidency  go  into  the  Near- 
East  to  see  what  could  be  done  to  effect  the  release  of  a  military  man  imprisoned  by 
an  adversary  country.  To  the  writer,  there  seem  to  be  parallels  to  be  noted. 

Negotiations  had  been  going  on  for  some  time  concerning  the  imprisonment  of  this 
Naval  flier.  But,  strictly  from  a  position  of  what  is  called  “strength.”  It  didn’t  work. 
Then  one  man  made  an  appeal  on  what  he  calls  “the  moral  issue,”  and  the  prisoner 
was  set  free.  Certainly  this  analysis  is  too  cut  and  dried,  too  sharp.  Surely,  there  were 
and  are  motives  on  both  sides  which  are  political  in  nature.  But  to  this  writer  there 
seems  to  be  a  message  in  what  has  happened.  And  the  message  is  the  same  as  Isaiah 
proclaimed  so  long  ago.  He  said  that  Judah  must  stop  trying  to  rely  on  political 
intrigue  and  military  alliances.  They  should  turn  to  the  Lord. 

Since  the  time  of  Isaiah,  and  before,  God’s  children  have  been  trying  to  rely  on 
personal  and  corporate  strength  of  armaments  for  their  peace  and  security.  Twenty- 
seven  hundred  years  have  passed  since  Isaiah’s  prophecy,  and  war  is  still  with  us. 
Only  now,  war  is  more  terrible  than  ever  before.  Hasn’t  the  world  suffered  enough? 
When  will  we  learn  that  we  have  a  stewardship  of  God's  creation,  a  stewardship  for 
which  He  holds  us  responsible?  When  will  we  stop  to  listen  and  turn  to  the  Lord? 


From  Centenary  College 


The  National  Association  of  Sacred 
Music  (NASM)  has  approved  the 
Bachelor  of  Music  in  Sacred  Music 
degree  program  at  Centenary  College.  In 
responding  to  the  news.  Centenary 
president  Donald  A.  Webb  said,  “The 
program  fits  the  high  quality  and 
excellent  programs  of  the  Hurley  School, 
and  we  are  proud  to  receive  the  news.  ” 

The  Sacred  Music  degree  may  be 
earned  in  the  area  of  organ  or 
voice/choral.  In  addition  to  other  degree 
requirements,  students  must 
successfully  complete  courses  in 
counterpoint,  accompanying  and 
improvisation,  liturgical  music  and 
hymnology,  organ  and  choral  literature, 
and  church  music  management  and 
internship. 

Dr.  Frank  Carroll  is  Dean  of  the 
Hurley  School  of  Music. 

•  *  * 

Plans  are  now  underway  to  create  an 
arboretum  on  Centenary  College’s  65- 
acre  campus.  The  work  is  a  project  of  the 
Campus  Improvement  Committee, 
Harry  V.  Balcom,  chairman. 

Identification  of  the  hundreds  of 
species  of  plants  on  campus  will  begin 
with  Crumley  Azalea  Garden,  Frost  Rose 


Garden,  the  Morehead  Concourse,  and  in 
the  vicinities  of  the  Meadows  Museum  of 
Art,  Hurley  School  of  Music,  Brown 
Chapel,  Magale  Library  and  the 
Marjorie  Lyons  Theatre.  Dr.  Edwin 
Leuck,  assistant  professor  of  biology  will 
supervise  the  identification  process. 

•  #  • 

For  the  15th  year,  Centenary  College 
will  participate  in  the  British  Studies  at 
Oxford  Program,  July  8-Aug.  14,  at  St. 
John’s  College,  Oxford  University, 
England. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Southern 
College  University  Union  (SCUU),  this 
summer’s  program  will  be  “Britain  in  the 
Enlightenment,  "  a  course  of  studies  in  the 
arts,  history,  literature,  and  thought  of 
Britain  from  the  Restoration  of  Charles 
II  through  the  reign  of  George  IV. 

Faculty  members  include  professors 
from  SCUU  institutions,  including 
Millsaps,  Vanderbilt,  Southwestern  at 
Memphis,  and  Centenary,  as  well  as 
British  authorities  from  Cambridge, 
Leicester,  and  Oxford  Universities. 
Centenary  Professor  Lee  Morgan  will 
teach  “Johnson,  Boswell.  and  the 
Portrait  of  An  Age.” 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Paul  V.  Galloway,  Bishop  Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 

Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Linda  Heard, 

Council  Director  Editorial  Assistant 

*  *  * 
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Editorial*********^^ 

Congregational  vitality  required 
to  avoid  church  ‘adaptive  re-use’ 


Would  you  be  "sickened”  and  "horri¬ 
fied”  if  a  church  building  which  had 
meant  a  great  deal  to  you  was  converted 
into  a  disco  entertainment  complex? 

That  was  the  reaction  of  Episcopal 
Bishop  Paul  Moore  Jr.  to  current  uses  of 
the  former  Church  of  the  Holy  Commun¬ 
ion  in  his  New  York  City  diocese.  Five 
years  ago  the  historic  church  building 
was  sold  because  the  dwindling  congre¬ 
gation  could  no  longer  afford  its  expen¬ 
sive  upkeep.  After  an  unsuccessful  stint 
as  a  drug  rehabilitation  center,  the  for¬ 
mer  church  has  been  transformed  by  its 
most  recent  owner  into  a  successful  night 
club  called  “Limelight.” 

The  disco’s  opening  reportedly  in¬ 
cluded  a  man  in  loincloth  being  carried  in 
on  a  cross.  Another  cross  was  draped 
with  a  necklace  and  feathers  on  what  was 
once  the  church’s  altar. 

We  respect  and  identify  with  Bishop 
Moore’s  feelings  of  outrage  regarding 
such  "flat  out  blasphemy”  in  the  re¬ 
stored  church  building’s  “adaptive  re¬ 
use.”  Although  the  building  was  deconse¬ 
crated  as  a  church  when  it  was  sold,  it  is 
difficult  to  avoid  feeling  that  it  should 
continue  to  be  treated  as  "holy  ground." 

At  the  same  time,  we  should  remind 
ourselves  that  Christians  do  not  properly 
worship  buildings  —  not  even  beloved 
former  places  of  worship.  Blasphemous 
treatment  of  religious  symbols  is  offen¬ 
sive  and  should  be  repudiated  wherever 
it  occurs,  and  not  only  in  a  former  church 
building. 


Most  important,  we  should  not  let  our 
outrage  about  what  “they”  are  doing  to  a 
lifeless  building  obscure  what  ought  to  be 
a  prior  concern  for  us  as  Christians :  see¬ 
ing  to  it  that  our  congregations  are  not  al¬ 
lowed  to  stagnate,  dwindle  and  die  in  the 
first  place. 

More  often  than  not,  the  use  of  former 
church  buildings  for  purposes  other  than 
those  of  a  Christian  congregation  reflects 
the  failure  of  a  church  to  remain  spiritu¬ 
ally  healthy  and  relevant  to  the  commun¬ 
ity  in  which  it  is  located.  There  are,  of 
course,  instances  when  a  congregation 
must  abandon  its  facilities  for  reasons  of 
success  rather  than  failure.  But  we  are 
convinced  that  those  are  exceptions,  and 
not  the  rule. 

The  sad  experience  of  the  New  York 
church  should  serve  as  a  reminder  that 
church  buildings  are  a  precious  part  of 
our  Christian  heritage.  It  likewise  should 
push  us  to  recognize  that  our  buildings 
are  secondary  to,  and  dependent  upon, 
the  quality  of  Christian  life  that  we  nour¬ 
ish  within  them.  If  we  concentrate  on  ad¬ 
dressing  that  need,  it  rarely  will  be 
necessary  to  bemoan  the  use  of  former 
church  buildings  for  unchristian  pur¬ 
poses. 

A  pertinent  evaluative  question  for  lo¬ 
cal  church  leaders  to  discuss  might  be: 
Is  our  church  building  a  likely  candidate 
for  future  use  as  a  disco  or  some  other 
“adaptive  use?”  If  so,  what  should  we  be 
doing  tc  infuse  new  vitality  into  our  con¬ 
gregational  life? 


do  you  have 
a  less  expensive 
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Here  I  Stand 

U.S.  Christians  should  seek 
to  understand  Nicaragua 


JANUARY  20,  1984 

SL 


By  RAYMOND  K.  DeHAINAUT 
The  month  I  spent  in  Nicaragua  this 
past  summer  gave  me  many  opportun¬ 
ities  to  visit  and  talk  to  Christians  who 
are  committed  to  the  Sandinista  revolu¬ 
tion.  Nicaragua  is  predominantly  a  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  country.  That  church’s  of¬ 
ficial  hierarchy  is  cool  to  the  revolution, 
but  there  are  many  priests,  nuns,  and 
members  of  religious  orders  who  openly 
support  its  aims.  There  are  also  around 
90  separate  Protestant  groups  in  the 
country.  At  least  37  of  them  which  are  af¬ 
filiated  with  the  Evangelical  Committee 
for  Aid  and  Development  (CEP AD)  also 


My  Witness 

Happiness  in  all  circumstances 
depends  on  prayer,  God’s  help 


By  JAN  ARNOLD 

The  secret  of  happiness  is  not  so  much 
in  changing  our  circumstances  through 
prayer  but  by  learning  with  the  help  of 
prayer  to  live  with  our  circumstances. 

God  has  not  seen  fit  to  answer  my  peti¬ 
tions,  so  that  in  my  destitute  state  I  can 
see  my  way  clear  to  help  others  who  face 
the  same  plight. 

If  a  worn  kitchen  floor  that  ceases  to 
look  better  from  daily  scrubbing  will  give 
me  insight  into  another’s  frustrations,  so 
be  it. 


It  matters  not  that  my  blankets  have 
holes  in  them,  or  that  my  silverware  does 
not  match.  There  are  other  persons  with 
much  worse  problems  than  mine. 

Thank  you  God  for  giving  me  the  grace 
to  be  thankful  whatever  my  circum¬ 
stances. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Jan  Arnold, 
is  from  Finger,  Tennessee  (Memphis  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

What  will  become  of  ‘sin’  and  ‘God’? 


To  the  Editor: 

I’ve  been  reading  Dr.  Karl  Men- 
ninger’s  book  "Whatever  Became  of 
Sin.”  I  looked  up  the  word  sin  in  my  old 
1950  dictionary.  It  said:  "Breaking  of  law 
of  God  deliberately.”  So  I  looked  up  the 
word  God.  It  said:  "The  maker  and  ruler 
of  the  world.  Supreme  being.” 

I  then  remembered  that  I  had  a  new 
dictionary  copyrighted  in  1979.  Sin  was 
defined  in  it  as:  "The  breaking  of  reli¬ 
gious  or  moral  law.”  Reference  to  God 
omitted.  I  then  looked  up  the  word  God. 
God  was  defined  as:  1.  "any  of  various 
beings  conceived  as  supernatural,  im¬ 
mortal  and  having  power  over  people 
and  nature,  deity,  esp.  male  one.  2.  an 
idol  3.  a  thing  or  person  deified  or  exces¬ 
sively  honored.” 

Dictionaries  reflect  common  usage. 
Thirty  years  made  quite  a  difference.  I 
wonder  what  the  next  30  years  will  bring. 
Do  you  suppose  either  "sin”  or  "God" 
will  still  be  in  the  dictionary? 

Elizabeth  Galletly 
Newark,  Delaware 

Clergy  divorce  too 

long  ‘hush  hush’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  praise  the  Rev.  Charles 
Cooper  for  his  thoroughly  profound  arti¬ 
cle  headlined  "Clergy  divorce:  plan  pro¬ 
posed  to  help  family,  church  recover” 
(seeUMR,  “Here  I  Stand,”  Jan.  6). 

This  tragedy  has  too  long  been  left  un¬ 
advised  and  given  the  "hush-hush”  treat¬ 
ment  with  no  real  hope  of  healing  the 
hurts  and  rebuilding  the  character  of  the 
persons  involved. 

I  am  sure  divorce  in  the  parsonage 
family  causes  some  unrest  and 
temporary  upheaval  in  a  church,  but 
having  followed  many  such  cases,  I  have 
found  generally  quick  recovery  in  the 
parish. 

My  heart  was  gladdened  by  the  inter¬ 
est  and  possible  future  action  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  "clergy  divorce  healing  plans.” 
Affirmative  action  of  the  type  proposed 
by  Mr.  Cooper  is  long  overdue. 

Harold  Walter  Wilson 
Silver  Lake,  Indiana 
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UM  overseas  liaison 

should  be  continued 

To  the  Editor: 

My  family  and  I  recently  experienced 
a  most  memorable  holiday  celebration, 
one  for  which  we  are  most  thankful.  Ap¬ 
proximately  40  American  Methodists 
prepared  a  traditional  holiday  feast  and 
invited  our  German  counterparts  to  join 
us.  Turkey,  dressing,  cranberries,  sweet 
potatoes,  mashed  potatoes  and  pumpkin 
pie  were  served  to  about  60  of  our  Ger¬ 
man  friends  and  the  40  of  us. 

The  food  was  delicious,  but  the  best 
part  was  the  fellowship.  We  had  adults, 
teenagers,  toddlers  and  some  senior  citi¬ 
zens  :  just  like  a  real  family  gathering. 

The  person  to  whom  the  credit  goes  is 
the  Rev.  Ray  Bell  of  Kansas,  who  has 
been  in  Germany  for  several  years  work¬ 
ing  as  “The  Coordinator  of  Laity  Ser¬ 
vices”  for  the  Division  of  Chaplains  and 
Related  Ministries  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  the  United  States.  He  has 
worked  with  chaplains.  United  Methodist 
laity  (American  and  German),  and  the 
Evangelisch-methodistische  Kirche 
(German  United  Methodist  Church) 
since  1978  to  set-up  a  network  of  com¬ 
munications  and  happenings  aimed  at 
keeping  American  service  members  and 
families  in  touch  with  their  denomination 
while  in  Germany. 

Mr.  Bell’s  time  in  Germany  will  end  in 
the  spring  or  early  summer  of  1984.  No 
decision  to  date  has  been  made  whether 
his  position  will  be  continued  with  some¬ 
one  else,  or  if  it  will  be  allowed  to  die. 
Speaking  as  a  United  Methodist  in  Ger¬ 
many,  I  need  someone  like  Ray  to  help 
me  retain  my  church  identity  and  to  give 
me  more  opportunities  to  share  fellow¬ 
ship  with  my  German  counterparts. 

I  thank  my  Lord  and  Master  for  per¬ 
sons  like  Ray  Bell  and  the  people  who 
were  instrumental  in  creating  his  posi¬ 
tion.  I  pray  this  valuable  ministry  is  not 
allowed  to  go  by  the  wayside.  I  hope 
when  this  group  of  Americans  goes  back 
to  the  United  States  there  is  another  per¬ 
son  like  Ray  Bell  standing  in  the  wings  to 
open  doors  for  those  who  follow  us. 

Darla  Donahoe 

APO  New  York 

Alcohol  ad  editorial. 
Reporter  commended 
To  the  Editor : 

Thank  you  for  your  editorial  concern¬ 
ing  the  need  to  curb  false  liquor  ads  (see 
Reporter,  Dec.  9).  What  you  wrote  is 
true:  United  Methodists  should  support 
all  efforts  to  oppose  dishonest  advertising 

—  especially  that  which  is  directed  at  our 
young  people.  Christians  should  do  all 
they  can  to  stop  the  spread  of  ads  that  en¬ 
tice  our  young  people  into  thinking  that 
drinking  alcoholic  beverages  is  harm¬ 
less.  The  tragic  results  of  drinking  should 
be  publicized. 

As  life-long  United  Methodists,  we  feel 
that  drinking  alcohol  in  any  form  is  not 
“helpful,"  is  not  part  of  the  "good  life” 
and  does  not  "belong.”  We  want  to  add 
our  support  to  the  group  working  for 
truth  in  advertising  alcoholic  beverages 

—  especially  that  which  is  directed  to¬ 
ward  young  people. 

Thank  you  for  your  excellent  news¬ 
paper. 

.  Robert  and  Shirley  Mann 
Sullivan,  Missouri 

‘Peace  advocate’  role 
needs  advocates 
To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  consistently  fine 
paper.  An  especial  thanks  for  the 
December  23  story  and  December  30  edi¬ 
torial  concerning  Judge  Woodrow  Seals’ 
role  as  "peace  advocate”  at  St.  Stephen’s 
UMC  in  Houston. 

I  have  written  to  Judge  Seals  thanking 
him  for  initiating  the  idea,  and  for  chal¬ 
lenging  all  the  rest  of  us  to  find  our  role  in 
this  most  difficult  problem. 

I  wonder  if  the  Reporter  might  play  a 
part  in  spreading  the  “peace  advocate” 
idea  for  every  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gation.  (Indeed,  you  already  have!) 
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Would  a  weekly  column  be  possible  with 
suggestions  from  local  people  about  what 
they  are  doing? 

Perhaps  this  is  an  idea  whose  time  has 
come  and  needs  only  a  nudge  and  a  guid¬ 
ing  hand.  It’s  certainly  an  idea  whose 
need  is  pressing. 

Margaret  Bryan 
Kingston,  Texas 

‘Exhibitionist  prayer’ 

in  Honduras  condemned 

To  the  Editor : 

Just  who  do  the  150  churchwomen,  and 
the  organizations  backing  them,  think 
they’re  kidding,  when  they  demand  a 
right  to  intrude  into  U.S.  military  instal¬ 
lations  in  Honduras  to  “pray”?  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  16  and  Dec.  23).  And  then  to 
criticize  the  Honduran  government  for 
interpreting  this  as  a  political  act!  Any¬ 
one  with  reasonable  good  sense  knows  it 
is  not  the  prayer  that  is  objectionable, 
but  their  intentions  to  invade  an  army 
camp  where  demonstrators  and  rabble- 
rousers  have  no  business.  To  claim  any¬ 
thing  more  is  to  insult  the  intelligence  of 
the  average  church  member. 

If  praying  is  the  main  purpose,  think 
how  much  more  they  could  have  done  if 
they  had  used  the  time  wasted  in  travel 
to  stay  home  and  pray!  (And  the  money 
might  have  served  a  worthier  purpose.) 
Jesus  gives  the  simple  rules:  “You  must 
not  be  like  the  hypocrites,  for  they  love  to 
stand  and  pray  that  they  may  be  seen  by 
men  .  .  .  When  you  pray,  go  into  your 
room  and  shut  the  door  and  pray  to  your 
Father  who  is  in  secret.”  (Matt.  6:5,6). 

Exhibitionist  "prayer”  as  used  by 
demonstrators,  in  the  eyes  of  many 
thinking,  sincere  believers,  is  nothing 
less  than  blasphemy. 

Son  Fesler 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Media  coverage  viewed 
with  suspicion 
To  the  Editor: 

I  really  appreciate  the  Reporter . 

After  reading  your  Dec.  16  editorial 
headlined  “Renewed  effort  needed  to 
link  military  aid,  human  rights  policy,"  I 
just  wished  you  could  have  heard  Dr .  Pat 
Robertson  of  "700  Club”  who  has  just  re¬ 
turned  from  San  Salvador.  What  he  saw 
and  was  told  is  very  different  from  the 
reporting  of  U.S.  media. 

Also,  how  about  interviewing  Larry 
Jones  of  Oklahoma  City  who  spends  a  lot 
of  time  in  El  Salvador  and  other  Central 
American  countries? 

It  seems  too  bad  that  we  can’t  trust 


completely  our  news  media. 

Rubye  Clayton 
Wichita,  Kansas 

Cartoon  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  cartoon  in  the  Dec.  16  is¬ 
sue  of  the  Reporter  was  disturbing  to  me. 

1  construed  the  cartoon  to  say,  "Don’t 
worry  about  meeting  the  financial  obli¬ 
gations  of  such  necessities  as  food,  cloth¬ 
ing  and  shelter.  Your  offering  to  the 
church  is  more  important.” 

It  is  my  belief  that  the  Christian  has  a 
moral  obligation  to  provide  a  good  home 
environment  for  his  family  and  an  ethi¬ 
cal  responsibility  to  meet  his  financial 
commitments  to  the  community.  For 
most  Christians  who  have  the  financial 
stability  provided  by  decent  employ¬ 
ment,  there  should  be  the  resources  to 
meet  both  the  basic  needs  of  the  family 
and  the  financial  needs  of  the  church. 

I  think  what  the  cartoon  should  have 
and  could  have  addressed  is  the  Chris¬ 
tian  obligation  to  the  church  as  opposed 
to  the  use  of  money  for  luxury  items  and 
excessive  personal  pleasure. 

Rick  Noel 
Columbiana,  Ohio 

Grenada  article  softens 
anti-Americanism 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  recent  article  head¬ 
lined  "Grenadians  thankful  for  in¬ 
vasion.”  I  can  imagine  the  reaction  from 
the  WCC/NCC  anti-American  crowd  who 
never  miss  a  chance  to  condemn  the  U.S. 
for  virtually  anything  while  they  sit  back 
and  applaud  one  Soviet  atrocity  after 
another.  But  it  sure  is  good  to  see  the 
truth  in  print  once  in  awhile. 

I  have  a  reputation  for  "coming  un¬ 
glued”  at  all  of  the  nonsense  indulged  in 
by  the  WCC,  NCC,  etc.,  but  a  thought  just 
struck  me:  who  cares  what  they  think? 
They  don’t  represent  me  and  it  is  becom¬ 
ing  more  and  more  obvious  that  they 
don’t  represent  many  others  of  the  main¬ 
stream  Christian  community.  I  am  fed 
up  with  them,  true,  but  your  article  help¬ 
ed  to  soften  the  blow.  It  was  a  breath  of 
fresh  air. 

Regarding  the  new  “non-sexist”  lec¬ 
tionary,  which  is  a  useless,  disgraceful 
joke:  if  the  churches  spent  more  time 
spreading  the  Gospel  rather  than  trying 
to  change  it,  perhaps  there  would  be  less 
need  for  liberations  of  desperate  people 
from  communist  slavery  like  the  one  in 
Grenada.  Personkind?  Give  us  a  break. 

Norman  H.  Clow 
Philo,  California 


cooperate  fully  with  governmental  pro¬ 
jects  that  are  striving  to  build  a  new  and 
more  just  society  to  replace  50  years  of 
oppression  under  the  rule  of  the 
Somozas. 

Revolutionary-minded  Christians  are 
under  a  lot  of  pressure  to  cease  and  de¬ 
sist  from  their  support  to  the  Sandinistas 
by  counter-revolutionary  church  leaders. 
Several  Catholic  priests  and  nuns  who 
have  established  Popular  Churches  in 
working  class  barrios  have  been  dis¬ 
missed  or  abruptly  transferred  by  the  hi¬ 
erarchy.  A  few  evangelical  pastors  coop¬ 
erating  with  progressive  ecumenical  so¬ 
cial  justice  agencies  have  been  repri¬ 
manded  by  denominational  assemblies 
and  foreign-controlled  mission  boards. 
Foreign  Minister  Father  Miguel  D’Esco- 
to  and  Sandinista  Youth  Director  Father 
Fernando  Cardenal  both  told  me  that 
they  feel  called  to  continue  their  leader¬ 
ship  in  the  revolution  in  spite  of  this  pre- 
sure. 

I  will  never  forget  my  meeting  with  a  60- 
year  old  peasant  named  Don  Ramon  in 
the  parish  house  of  a  Catholic  Peoples’ 
Church  in  Cuidad  Sandino.  He  told  me 
that  he  and  his  wife  had  been  illiterate 
most  of  their  lives  but  now  they  could 
read  and  write,  thanks  to  the  govern¬ 
ment-sponsored  literacy  campaign  that 
reached  a  million  people  a  few  months 
after  the  fall  of  Somoza.  He  said  that 
“during  those  50  years  under  the  Somo¬ 
zas,  we  never  had  a  chance  to  go  to 
school.” 

He  and  many  other  Christian  layper¬ 
sons  were  committed  to  the  revolution 
because  they  had  received  parcels  of 
land  from  the  new  land  reform  program 
and  also  a  place  of  dignity  in  a  new  soci¬ 
ety  which  was  now  geared  to  the  needs  of 
the  masses. 

One  other  thing  that  Don  Ramon  said 
to  me  was  repeated  to  me  over  and  over 
again  by  both  Roman  Catholics  and  Prot¬ 
estants:  “Entre  Cristianismo  y  Revolu- 
cion  no  hay  contradiccion”  (There  is  no 
contradiction  between  Christianity  and 
revolution).  I  also  heard  this  popular  slo¬ 
gan  in  church  services  coupled  with  texts 
from  the  New  Testament  such  as  Luke 
1:52:  “He  has  put  down  the  mighty  from 
their  thrones,  and  exalted  those  of  low 
degree,”  and  Jesus’  reading  of  the  pro¬ 
phet  Isaiah:  “He  has  sent  me  to  proclaim 
release  to  the  captives  and  receiving  of 
sight  to  the  blind,  to  set  at  liberty  those 
who  are  oppressed,  to  proclaim  the  ac¬ 
ceptable  year  of  the  Lord.” 

In  this  kind  of  setting  where  a  strictly 
structured  traditional  society  has 
brought  on  so  much  human  suffering,  one 
can  look  to  Jesus  as  a  model  revolution¬ 
ary  who  did  not  hesitate  to  break  through 
the  traditional  structures  of  his  own  day. 
One  only  has  to  read  the  second  chapter 
of  the  book  of  Mark  where  he  is  accused 
of  blasphemy  for  forgiving  sins,  where  he 
eats  with  tax  collectors  and  sinners. 


Welcome  to  new  readers  of  local  church  editions 


With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  300  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  Lakewood  UMC  in  Dallas, 
Texas  (North  Texas  Annual  Conference) 
and  225  member-families  of  the  First 
UMC  in  Gallup.  New  Mexico  (New  Mexi¬ 
co  Annual  Conference) . 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 


Raymond  DeHainaut 
shuns  the  custom  of  fasting  and  breaks 
the  Sabbath  for  the  benefit  of  persons. 

Old  ways  and  old  traditions  are  to  be  cast 
aside  when  they  become  oppressive.  This 
is  certainly  a  revolutionary  concept. 

Many  Christians  in  Nicaragua  are  at¬ 
tempting  to  help  the  Sandinista  govern¬ 
ment  rebuild  the  society  and  complete 
the  revolution.  Some  of  them  admitted  to 
me  that  “we  have  made  some  mistakes 
such  as  the  abrupt  resettlement  of  the 
Miskito  Indians.”  But  they  follow  this  • 
with  another  statement  that  deserved 
our  attention:  “Yes,  we  have  made  some 
mistakes,  but  it  is  our  revolution.” 

“There  is  no 
contradiction  between 
Christianity  and 
revolution.’’ 

I  stand  against  our  nation’s  present 
governmental  policy  of  intervention  and 
destabilization  in  this  region  just  because 
it  is  their  revolution  and  not  ours.  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan  has  indicated  that  he 
doesn’t  particularly  like  revolutions.  In  a 
recent  press  conference  when  he  was 
questioned  several  times  about  his  rea¬ 
sons  for  conducting  massive  sea  and  land 
maneuvers  in  the  proximity  of  Nicara¬ 
gua  he  said:  “We  have  to  keep  them  from 
exporting  revolution.” 

It  appears  that  there  is  nothing  that  the 
present  administration  fears  more  than 
"revolution”  in  any  form.  "Revolution” 
has  become  such  a  bad  word  that  one 
wonders  if  attempts  will  be  made  to  elim¬ 
inate  the  American  Revolution  from  our 
history  books.  Already  part  of  this  his¬ 
tory  has  been  forgotten.  President  Rea¬ 
gan  faults  the  Sandinistas  for  not  holding 
national  elections  four  years  after  the 
fall  of  Somoza.  Someone  forgot  to  tell 
him  that  after  we  defeated  the  British 
several  years  passed  before  we  elected 
George  Washington. 

It  may  be  argued  that  all  revolutions 
are  not  necessarily  good  and  that  some 
have  become  tyrannical.  This  is  always  a 
possibility  and  a  risk.  But  Nicaragua,  at 
this  point  is  not  another  Russia  or  an¬ 
other  Cuba.  I  have  talked  to  several 
Christians  who  hold  high  positions  in  the 
Sandinista  government  and  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  they  are  committed  to  demo¬ 
cratic  goals. 

The  surest  way  to  help  place  the  Nica¬ 
raguan  revolution  on  a  track  toward  to¬ 
talitarianism  is  to  continue  our  govern¬ 
ment’s  interventionist  policy  in  Central 
America.  Christians  in  this  country  must 
seek  to  understand  the  unique  situation 
in  Nicaragua  and  speak  out  in  support  of 
our  brothers  and  sisters  who  are  strug¬ 
gling  under  terrific  odds  to  establish 
peace  and  justice  in  that  country.  “Viva 
la  revolucion!” 


Life-or-death  issues 
are  soon  forgotten 


By  JAMES  E.  MAGAW 

If  there  is  anything  more  obvious  than 
an  idea  whose  time  has  come,  it  is  an 
idea  whose  time  has  passed!  Browsing 
through  a  bookstore  in  Princeton,  New 
Jersey  (not  a  United  Methodist  city  alto¬ 
gether)  last  summer,  my  eye  fell  on 
some  books  in  a  dusty  corner  on  the  bot¬ 
tom  shelf.  They  were  four  copies  of  the 
1976  Book  of  Discipline  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  Tlie  price?  One  dollar 
apiece! 

I  thought  of  all  the  efforts  of  a  thousand 
people  and  more,  that  had  gone  into  the 
General  Conference  that  had  produced 
that  book  —  all  of  that  planning,  debat¬ 
ing,  and  negotiating  —  reduced  now  to 
the  value  of  a  dollar  in  a  book  clearance 
sale.  After  the  clearance,  I  even  had  vi¬ 
sions  of  the  books  on  their  way  to  Good¬ 
will,  if  not  buried  in  the  innards  of  a 
dumpster. 

From  the  present  moment  until  the 
spring  of  1984,  United  Methodists  every¬ 
where  will  pray  mightily,  petition  multi- 
tudinously,  and  politic  mercilessly.  To 
what  end?  The  result  will  be  a  $1  sale 


James  Magaw 
price  for  the  1980  Book  of  Discipline, 
replaced  by  an  up-to-date  guidebook 
with  an  absolute  life  expectancy  of  three 
and  one-half  years. 

The  moral?  Let’s  do  the  best  we  can, 
but  let’s  not  do  each  other  in,  as  we  seek 
to  bring  denominational  legislation  into 
harmony  with  the  old  book  and  the  needs 
of  people  in  1984.  God  willing,  our  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  will  do  some  important 
things.  It  is  likely  that  it  shall  make  some 
mistakes  also.  Let  us  face  the  inevita¬ 
bility  of  such  a  conference  with  faith  and 
a  sense  of  humor,  knowing  that  what 
seems  to  be  today’s  life-or-death  cause 
may  be  tomorrow’s  curiosity. 

This  week's  contributors  are  the  Rev. 
Raymond  K.  DeHainaut,  former  United 
Methodist  missionary  in  Latin  America 
and  presently  Campus  Minister  at  the 
University  of  South  Florida  in  Tampa 
(Florida  Conference),  and  the  Rev. 
James  E.  Magaw,  pastor  of  the  Gay 
Street  UMC  in  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio  (East 
Ohio  Conference). 


it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Dallas  and 
Gallup,  we  say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you 
will  find  your  new  church  paper  interest¬ 
ing  and  informative,  and  that  you  will 
join  with  other  readers  in  providing  feed¬ 
back  through  such  columns  as  "Letters 
to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 
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Repentance  needed  before  fighting  corporate  evil 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

KISSIMMEE,  Fla.  -  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  must  call  people  to  repent  of 
personal  sins  if  it  is  to  recover  its  former 
power  of  evangelism,  said  the  Rev.  Ells¬ 
worth  Kalas  here  last  week. 

Fighting  “corporate  evil”  by  trying  to 
improve  or  change  economic  and  politi¬ 
cal  systems  is  valuable,  he  said.  But  re¬ 
pentance  of  personal  sin  is  primary,  said 
the  pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Saviour 
(UMC)  in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

He  was  speaking  to  more  than  1,300 
persons  gathered  from  throughout  the 
nation  for  the  denomination’s  official,  bi¬ 
annual  Congress  on  Evangelism. 

Dr.  Kalas  delivered  the  Denman  Lec¬ 
tures  which  will  be  published  and  sold  by 
the  Council  on  Evangelism,  an  affiliate 
group  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

Charles  Wesley’s  sense  of  sin 
Lecturing  over  three  days  on  the  more 
than  7,000  songs  of  Charles  Wesley,  Dr. 
Kalas  noted  that  they  had  the  power  to 
spark  and  sustain  a  revival  that  created 
Methodism  and  changed  English  society. 

•  “People  usually  are  excited  right  after 
their  conversion  to  anything,”  he  said. 
“But  the  beauty  of  the  Wesleyan  move¬ 
ment  (in  the  1700s)  was  that  it  retained 
that  excitement  throughout  the  Wesley 
brothers’  lives. 

.  “Why  did  it  not  diminish?  Because 
they  had  such  a  great  joy  in  their  salva¬ 
tion  due  to  the  great  sense  of  sin  from 
which  they  had  been  saved.” 

•  And  the  first  generations  who  sang 
■Wesley’s  songs  had  that  same  great 
sense  of  sin,  Dr.  Kalas  said. 

■  “We  Methodists  sing  the  same  songs. 
But  it  is  different  when  we  sing : 

He  breaks  the  power  of  cancelled 
sin, 

He  sets  the  prisoner  free 
“It  doesn’t  sound  the  same  as  when  the 
redeemed  candlemakers  and  prostitutes 
and  miners  sang  it  in  Wesley’s  day.”  A 
less  commonly  sung  verse  of  “O  For  a 
Thousand  Tongues  to  Sing”  is  very  direct 
in  reminding  Christians  of  the  states  of 
sin  from  which  they  had  been  delivered: 

Harlots,  and  publicans,  and  thieves, 
In  holy  triumph  join! 

Saved  is  the  sinner  that  believes 
From  crimes  as  great  as  mine! 

"Charles  was  fortunate  not  to  know  as 
much  as  we  do,”  Dr.  Kalas  said.  “We 
have  sociology  and  psychology  to  help 
explain  away  sin.  These  (sciences)  are 
not  evil,  but  they  make  poor  saviours. 

“I  do  not  wish  to  give  up  the  aid  of 
those  who  understand  human  psycholo¬ 
gy.  I  do  want  us  to  regain  some  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  salvation  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

Dealing  with  corporate  evil 

Dn  Kalas  said  he  believes  there  is  such 
a  thing  as  corporate  evil  such  as  “when 
you  look  at  war,  poverty  and  the  failure 
of  systems  to  distribute  resources  fairly. 

“There’s  not  much  an  individual  can 
do  directly  about  it.  I  may  write  a  letter 
to  my  congressman  or  I  may  march.  I 
don’t  condemn  those  efforts.  But  (deal¬ 
ing  with  evil  only  as  corporate  evil)  tends 
to  let  us  off  the  hook  some.”  The  Wesleys 
found  amidst  the  horrible  conditions  of 
industrial  England  that  corporate  evil 
could  be  reduced  by  dealing  with  the  per¬ 
sonal  sins  of  individuals,  Dr.  Kalas  said. 

He  said  he  wondered  how  many  per¬ 
sons  who  listened  to  “Hark,  the  Herald 
Angels  Sing”  in  department  stores,  on 

•  the  streets,  on  TV  and  radio  last  month 
realized  they  were  hearing  most  of  the 


theology  of  the  Gospel  stuffed  into  one 
song. 

But  congregations  tend  not  to  notice 
the  richness  of  the  lyrics  they  sing,  he 
said.  If  United  Methodist  ministers  would 
preach  thoughtfully  what  they  sing 
thoughtlessly  in  their  songs,  the  church 
again  might  convince  people  that  Jesus 
Christ  really  can  change  their  lives,  he 
said. 

Hymns  not  whipped  cream 

Charles  Wesley’s  hymns  do  not 
describe  salvation  as  cheap  or  easy,  Dr. 
Kalas  said.  Rather,  they  are  packed  with 
good  theology. 

He  pointed  to  "those  simple,  gospel, 
campmeeting  songs,”  some  of  which 
were  in  abundance  at  the  Congress  on 
Evangelism.  “I  love  those  songs,  but 
many  have  very  little  theological  con¬ 
tent. 

“They  are  whipped  cream  when  we 
need  something  to  stick  to  our  spiritual 
ribs.” 

Dr.  Kalas  concluded  by  lamenting  that 
United  Methodists  are  much  more  likely 
to  stand  on  a  corner  and  speak  with  confi¬ 
dence  about  political  issues  than  to  say 
that  “Jesus  saves.” 

“Is  it  possible  God  is  done  with  Meth¬ 
odism  and  other  mainline  denomina¬ 


tions”  and  will  work  only  through  new 
sects  to  meet  the  needs  of  this  genera¬ 
tion?  Dr.  Kalas  asked. 

“I  can’t  believe  God  has  given  up  on  us 
after  he  has  invested  so  much  in  us.  But 
there  is  the  hazard  that  we  may  give  up 
on  Him.  If  we  don’t  grow,  it’s  because  we 
aren’t  producing  the  product  that  people 
need." 

Affiliate  to  UM  board 

The  Council  on  Evangelism  was  begun 
in  the  1950s  by  the  late  Harry  Denman 
who  was  chief  executive  of  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Evangelism.  That  board  now  is 
a  part  of  the  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship. 

In  attendance  were  many  of  the 
evangelism  leaders  of  annual  conferences 
as  well  as  lots  of  ministers  who  came 
here  for  “real  nurture  like  they  don’t 
find  too  often  at  annual  conference  ses¬ 
sions,”  said  the  Rev.  Carl  Harris,  council 
president  and  pastor  from  Florence,  S.C. 

“Although  we  are  autonomous,  we  are 
an  official  part  of  the  church  and  have 
staff  members  of  the  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship  on  our  executive  committee.”  Mr. 
Harris  said.  “We  exist  to  assist  the  board 
on  evangelism.”  Participants  here 
gained  continuing  education  credit  in  a 


variety  of  weeklong  courses  related  to 
doing  evangelism. 

Leaders  both  of  the  council  and  the 
general  agency  acknowledged  that  peo¬ 
ple  attending  the  Congress  tend  to  use 
different  language  and  even  songs  than 
the  mainstream  of  the  denomination  and 
often  feel  that  the  Congress  is  one  of  the 
few  places  they  can  feel  like  something 
other  than  a  minority. 

But  there  seemed  to  be  plenty  of  signs 
from  the  Discipleship  agency  that  it 
echoes  some  of  the  council’s  deepest 
concerns. 

“The  time  for  repentance  is  now,” 
preached  the  Rev.  Leontine  Kelly,  who  is 
in  charge  of  evangelism  work  for  the 
Board  of  Discipleship.  “The  need  to  re¬ 
pent  in  this  age  is  great. 

“We  at  the  Board  of  Discipleship  feel 
we  need  to  talk  to  the  church  about  con¬ 
version  and  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  turn  people  around  and  move  them  in  a 
different  direction.” 

The  call  to  Christian  conversion  is  ac¬ 
cented  in  the  agency’s  “Manifesto  on  De¬ 
veloping  Congregations  for  Ministry  in 
God’s  World  —  Our  Parish”  which  was 
adopted  last  fall. 

“We  blacks  sometimes  are  asked  why 
we  stay  in  the  United  Methodist  Church,” 
Ms.  Kelly  told  the  Congress.  “We  say  we 


from  sin  is  preached 


Jesus’  power  to  redeem  persons 
Ellsworth  Kalas,  left,  and  the  Rev.  Leontine  Kelly,  above,  to  more  than 
at  Congress  on  Evangelism,  below. 


by  the  Rev. 

,300 


The  Congress  on  Evangelism,  related  to  the  UMC  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  meets  biennially.  One  main 
feature  of  each  meeting  is  the  Denman  lecture,  named  in  honor  of  the  longtime  leader  of  Methodist  evangelistic  work. 
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Presidential  hunger  panel  report  criticized 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  —  Using  words 
like  “appalling”  and  “misleading,” 
major  national  religious  agencies 
denounced  a  controversial  final  report  by 
President  Reagan’s  commission  investi¬ 
gating  hunger  in  the  United  States. 

In  statements,  the  agencies  accused 
the  task  force  of  presenting  a  false 
picture  of  hunger  and  malnutrition,  and 
said  its  recommendations  would,  if 
adopted,  make  the  problems  worse. 
.Criticized,  in  particular,  was  a  commis¬ 
sion  finding  that  very  little  evidence  of 
“widespread”  hunger  exists  and  a 
recommendation  to  merge  food 
assistance  programs  into  single  block 
grants  to  states. 

Report  called  misleading 

’  “President  Reagan’s  Task  Force  on 
Food  Assistance  is  bending  the  truth  to 
fit  political  beliefs  and  purposely  mis¬ 
leading  the  president  and  the  American 
public  by  obscuring  the  reality  of  hunger 
and  poverty  in  this  country,”  said  the 
Rev.  Paul  Kittlaus,  speaking  for  Inter¬ 
faith  Action  for  Economic  Justice,  a 
coalition  of  27  national  religious 
agencies. 

“The  fact  and  the  extent  of  poverty  in 
this  country  has  been  documented  by 
numerous  studies  and  is  being  exper¬ 
ienced  every  day  by  millions  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  who  are  unable  to  meet  even  the 
most  basic  survival  needs  for  themselves 
and  their  families,”  he  added. 


A  separate  statement  by  40  religious 
and  social  service  agencies  expressed 
“disappointment  and  dismay”  over  the 
panel’s  final  report. 

“After  working  for  four  months  and 
spending  the  taxpayers’  money,  the  task 
force  tells  us  little  more  than  that  hunger 
exists  —  and  then  proposes  recom¬ 
mendations  that  would,  on  balance, 
make  this  tragic  problem  worse,”  said 
the  statement  on  behalf  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  the  Episcopal 
Church,  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the 
American  Jewish  Congress,  and  organi¬ 
zations  representing  Catholic  nuns  and 
Jesuit  priests. 

The  groups  also  faulted  the  com¬ 
mission  for  having  "swept  under  the 


rug”  the  question  of  a  connection 
between  the  administration’s  cuts  in  food 
and  nutrition  programs  and  increased 
hunger. 

Block  grants  blasted 

Bread  for  the  World,  a  42,000-member 
Christian  anti-hunger  lobby,  said  the 
commission’s  proposals  for  combining 
food  programs  into  block  grants  to  states 
would  “destroy”  the  idea  of  national 
standards  for  food  aid  and  hurt  poor 
people  who  have  little  “political  clout”  in 
the  states. 

“By  recommending  that  food  program 
dollars  go  to  states  with  few  strings  at¬ 
tached,  the  task  force  opens  up  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  financial  pressures,  squeezing 
food  assistance  to  some  of  the  poorest 
people  out  of  state  budgets.” 


stay  because  we  believe  in  Jesus  Christ 
and  that  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
our  mission  field. 

“No  longer  Wesleyan” 

“I  was  with  a  clergywoman  recently 
who  asked  how  to  give  an  altar  call.  She 
said  her  church  wanted  one  but  that  she 
had  been  a  Methodist  all  her  life  and 
never  had  seen  one.  We  call  ourselves 
Wesleyan,  but  we  are  not." 

Bishop  Earl  Hunt  of  the  Florida  Area 
said  United  Methodists  must  ask  God  for 
a  miracle  because  that  is  what  it  will 
take  to  pull  the  church  out  of  its  apathy. 


Christians  urged  to  study  Bible 


On  the  closing  night,  the  Rev.  Zan 
Holmes  of  St.  Luke  Community  UMC  in 
Dallas  told  the  crowd  that  it  will  receive 
the  Pentecostal  power  “when  we  take  on 
the  Pentecostal  task." 

If  the  church  today  is  to  look  like  the 
early  church  it  must  pray  with  a  sense  of 
expectancy  that  people  will  respond  to 
the  call  to  Christian  discipleship.  must 
celebrate  its  unique  gifts  and  must  be 
united  for  a  common  purpose.  Nearly 
everyone  answered  Dr.  Holmes’  invita¬ 
tion  at  the  end  to  physically  show  signs  of 
that  unity  to  their  neighbors. 


New  ties  with  Vatican 
draw  mixed  reactions 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  - 
Establishment  of  official  diplomatic  ties 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Vati¬ 
can  drew  mixed  reaction  Jan.  10  from 
United  Methodist  ecumenists  and 
church-state  specialists. 

Professor  Albert  Outler  described  it  as 
a  “constructive  step.”  Professor  J. 
Robert  Nelson  said  he  favored  it  as  rec¬ 
ognition  of  “the  unique  reality”  of  the 
Vatican  in  being  both  a  church  and  a 
state. 

Professor  John  M.  Swomley,  on  the 
other  hand,  said  he  believes  “it  is  a  ter¬ 
rible  thing.”  The  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey 
Powers,  an  associate  ecumenical  officer 
of  the  denomination,  said  the  action 
“makes  no  helpful  contribution  to  the 
ecumenical  community  in  this  country, 
though  it  may  be  a  cagey  political  move 
by  the  President.” 

The  action  was  announced  Jan.  10,  first 
in  the  Vatican  and  then  here.  It  will  mark 
the  first  time  in  116  years  that  the  United 
States  has  had  official  diplomatic  rela¬ 
tions  with  the  Holy  See. 

Dr.  Outler,  retired  from  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  at  Southern  Methodist 
University  and  now  teaching  at  Texas 
Wesleyan  College  in  Ft.  Worth,  said  he 
does  not  see  the  move  “as  a  threat  to 
Protestantism  in  this  country  or  as  spe¬ 
cial  treatment  of  the  Roman  Catholics.” 

He  did  express  concern  that  it  will  be 
misunderstood  as  official  representation 
of  the  United  States  as  a  civil  govern¬ 
ment  with  the  Vatican  as  a  church. 
Rather,  he  said,  “this  is  a  relationship 
between  a  quasi-civil  state  and  our  State 
Department  ...  not  one  civil  state  and 
one  ecclesial  entity ...” 

Dr.  Nelson,  a  faculty  member  at  Bos¬ 
ton  University  School  of  Theology  and 
the  first  Protestant  to  teach  at  the  Gre¬ 
gorian  University  in  Rome,  said  the  ac¬ 
tion  does  not  “mean  a  preference  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  for  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,”  nor  does  it  represent  a 


“breach  in  church-state  relations  ...  I 
don’t  see  why  we  should  have  any  hesi¬ 
tancy  about  it.” 

Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  of  Los  Angeles, 
president  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns,  said  “I  think  it  is  a  bit 
unfortunate  (the  administration)  felt  it 
necessary  to  do  this,  but  I  don't  see  it  as 
having  any  grave  consequences  in  terms 
of  the  separation  of  church  and  state  in 
this  country.” 

Dr.  Swomley,  a  specialist  in  church- 
state  matters  who  teaches  at  Saint  Paul 
School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City,  said 
“I  think  it  is  a  terrible  thing  for  the 
United  States  to  begin  to  have  diplomatic 
relations  with  a  church  or  all  churches.” 

He  sees  the  action  as  “politicizing”  the 
presidency  and  providing  President 
Ronald  Reagan  with  ties  with  the  largest 
religious  body  in  the  nation. 

A  second  concern  for  Dr.  Swomley  is 
that  an  administration  in  power  could 
use  the  ties  as  a  channel  for  seeking  to  in¬ 
fluence  the  church.  He  said  this  has  al¬ 
ready  happened  when  Mr.  Reagan  sent  a 
military  emissary  to  the  Vatican  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  get  changes  made  in  the  recent 
pastoral  letter  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
bishops  in  the  United  States  on  the  nucle¬ 
ar  threat. 

Ms.  Powers  said,  “It  is  most  unfor¬ 
tunate  that  anti-Catholic  prejudice  is  at¬ 
tributed  to  those  who  oppose  this  recogni¬ 
tion.  Criticism  of  the  Reagan  action  does 
not  derive  from  an  automatically-critical 
Protestant  narrowmindedness,  but 
stems  from  different  views  of  the  church 
and  state  relationships.  ’ ' 

A  State  Department  representative 
said  the  establishment  of  full  diplomatic 
relations  recognized  the  Vatican  as  a 
"sovereign  city-state”  with  an  “interna¬ 
tional  personality  distinct  from  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.”  The  Vatican 
ha§  pjfficial  relations  with  about  100  coun¬ 
tries  ?nd  the  United  Nations. 


Church  woman  tells 
of  trip  to  free  U.S.  pilot 


The  food  lobby  also  said  that  the  panel 
was  “ill-prepared  for  its  task”  because  it 
received  the  draft  report  only  hours  be¬ 
fore  its  final  meeting.  The  final  report 
does  not  represent  the  “no-holds-barred” 
investigation  that  President  Reagan 
asked  for  because  it  failed  “to  look  into 
the  underlying  causes  of  hunger  and 
extend  its  recommendation  to  include  a 
greater  federal  commitment  to  ensuring 
an  end  to  hunger  in  America.” 

Bread  for  the  World  did  say,  however, 
that  the  panel’s  call  for  a  “nutrition 
monitoring"  system  could,  “if  taken 
seriously,  produce  a  basis  for  future 
policies  to  reduce  hunger.  Ongoing 
nutrition  monitoring  also  could  eliminate 
the  need  for  future  task  forces  and  com¬ 
missions  to  explore  how  much  hunger 
exists  in  the  U.S.” 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

ARLINGTON,  Va.  —  A  black  grand¬ 
mother  told  here  last  week  how  a  phone 
call  Dec.  28  from  the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson 
interrupted  her  holidays  with  her  grand¬ 
sons  and  put  her  24  hours  later  “on  the 
road  to  Damascus.” 

Dr.  Thelma  Adair,  president  of  the  ecu¬ 
menical  body,  Church  Women  United, 
accepted  Mr.  Jackson’s  invitation  to  join 
the  group  which  subsequently  gained  the 
release  of  U.S.  Air  Force  Lt.  Robert 
Goodman  from  Syrians  who  had  cap¬ 
tured  him  after  his  plane  was  shot  down. 

Dr.  Adair  said  she  had  heard  Mr.  Jack- 
son  mention  a  possible  trip  to  Syria  as 
early  as  Dec.  19,  a  trip  he  described  as  an 
attempt  to  “lower  the  temperature”  of 
international  tensions  over  Lt.  Good¬ 
man's  capture. 

“Jesse  said  they  needed  a  woman  in 
the  delegation.  I  am  used  to  being  rented 
out  as  a  token,”  she  said  with  a  huge 
smile.  The  retired  college  professor  said, 
“I  am  a  layperson,  up  in  years,  partially 
disabled  and  an  ethnic.” 

She  also  said  that  Mr.  Jackson  had  not 
originally  intended  to  go  to  Syria  but  had 
asked  the  Rev.  William  Howard,  im¬ 
mediate  past  president  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  to  lead  the  group. 
She  did  not  speculate  openly  on  why  Mr. 
Jackson  changed  his  mind.  Mr.  Howard 
was  one  of  several  religious  leaders  in 
the  group. 


“We  asked  for  three  things,”  she  said 
of  the  group’s  mission.  “We  asked  to  see 
Lt.  Goodman,  to  meet  with  an  appro¬ 
priate  Syrian  official  who  would  receive 
our  request  for  Lt.  Goodman’s  release, 
and  to  meet  with  religious  leaders  in  Da¬ 
mascus.” 

Within  24  hours  after  their  arrival  in 
Damascus,  all  three  requests  had  been 
fulfilled,  she  said. 

Of  their  meeting  with  Lt.  Goodman, 
she  said,  “It  was  fraught  with  emotion. 
He  is  of  slight  build,  but  I  was  awed  by 
his  calm  and  his  presence.  I  felt  this  was 
a  true  religious  delegation  to  him. 

“Jesse  asked  us  to  join  our  hands  in 
prayer.  Someone  sang  an  Islamic  suppli¬ 
cation  for  mercy.  Robert  told  us  of  his  ex¬ 
periences,  and  we  left  him  a  Bible  and  a 
Koran. 

“We  asked  him  what  he  would  like  and 
he  said,  ‘A  plane  home.’ 

“We  didn’t  know  what  the  answer  was 
going  to  be  to  our  request  for  his  free¬ 
dom,  but  we  were  asked  twice  to  delay 
our  departure.  Then  we  got  the  word  that 
he  was  being  freed. 

“My  message  to  the  religious  commun¬ 
ity  is  that  I  have  once  again  seen  the 
power  of  prayer.” 

Dr.  Adair  is  a  former  moderator  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church.  She 
described  the  entire  Syrian  experience 
as  “a  pilgrimage  from  the  era  of  Cab¬ 
bage  Patch  doll  hysteria  to  mustard  seed 
faith.” 
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By  WALTER  VERNON 

“If  we  want  to  understand  what  the 
Christian  faith  is,  then  we  must  read  the 
Bible.  We  must  do  more  than  read  the 
Bible.  We  must  be  willing  to  be  taught  by 
the  Bible.  The  lawyer  studies  his  law 
books,  the  doctor  studies  his  books  of 
medicine  ...  So,  also,  the  Christian 
studies  his  book  of  faith  ...  We  can 
never  know  the  fuller  meaning  and 
beauty  of  the  Christian  faith  unless  we 
read  our  Bible  and  practice  its  teach¬ 
ings.” 

Thus  were  youth  of  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church  admonished  in 
1966  by  their  leaders  in  their  book,  “The 
Christian  Way.”  In  the  same  way, 
numerous  Methodist  and  United  Method¬ 
ist  writers  have  guided  their  readers  in 
the  importance  of  reading  and  under¬ 
standing  the  message  of  the  Bible. 

Dr.  Edwin  Lewis  in  his  Abingdon  Press 
book,  “Great  Christian  Teachings,” 
pointed  out  that  the  Bible  is  a  record  of 
encounters  between  God  and  man,  and  of 
beliefs  about  God  and  Christ.  He  wrote 
that,  “All  this  means,  of  course,  that  God 
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did  not  come  to  men  in  the  first  place 
through  writings.  He  came  to  them  in  the 
experience  of  life  itself.  Abraham  had  no 
Bible,  yet  he  came  to  a  knowledge  of  God 

The  Bible  is  both  God’s  book  and  the 
book  of  His  people,  wrote  Dr.  Harris 
Franklin  Rail  in  “The  Christian  Faith 
and  Way.” 

“God  is  the  explanation  of  these  writ¬ 
ings,  He  is  the  real  source.  These  writ¬ 
ings  show  us  the  living  God  at  work  in  the 
world  ...  It  is  God’s  book  because 
through  it  God  speaks  to  us  today.”  But  it 
is  also  “man’s  book  ...  It  is  God’s  word 
through  man.  This  is  the  word  as  men 
heard  it  and  understood  it  and  set  it 
down.” 

“The  theory  of  verbal  inspiration  of  the 


Bible  holds  that  the  human  author  was 
simply  a  mouthpiece  of  God;  God 
dictated  the  Bible  so  that  every  word  rep¬ 
resents  the  divine  mind,”  writes  Bishop 
Emerson  Colaw  in  “Beliefs  of  a  United 
Methodist  Christian.”  “This  mechanical 
theory  of  inspiration  is  rejected  by  most 
United  Methodist  scholars  who  view  the 
Scriptures  as  historically  conditioned  al¬ 
though  they  do  believe  the  Holy  Spirit 
was  acting  upon  the  human  agent  .  .  . 
Most  scholars  conclude  that  it  is  the 
truths  which  are  inspired  and  not  the 
words,  which  are  merely  the  vehicle  of 
truth.” 

Dr.  Rail  concludes  by  saying:  “Read 
it;  do  not  simply  read  about  it .  .  .  Obey  it 
and  live  by  it  ...  We  need  to  have  our 
minds  quickened,  our  thoughts  enlarged, 
our  hearts  stirred,  our  faith  strengthen¬ 
ed.  Above  all,  we  need  to  listen  and  let 
God  speak  to  us.  All  this  we  may  have  by 
a  thoughtful,  meditative,  and  prayerful 
reading  of  the  Bible  .  .  .  The  same  God 
who  spoke  to  men  of  old  speaks  to  us  now, 
and  his  Spirit  ‘shall  guide  you  into  all 
truth.’  ” 
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Churches  caught  up  in  ‘year  of  getting  out  the  vote’ 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 

Religious  News  Service  Staff  Writer 

1983  may  have  been  the  Year  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  as  proclaimed  by  the  U.  S.  Congress, 
but  as  far  as  major  American  churches 
are  concerned,  1984  could  just  as  well  be 
proclaimed  a  Year  of  Getting  Out  the 
Vote. 

Early  action  by  national  church  agen¬ 
cies  to  organize  nationwide  voter  regis¬ 
tration  and  “education  drives”  points  to 
an  unprecedented  religious  role  in  the 
electoral  process  in  1984.  The  mobiliza¬ 
tion  covers  the  entire  spectrum  of  reli¬ 
gious  views  and  represents  the  largest 
church  drive  to  get  out  the  vote  since  pas¬ 


sage  of  the  Voting  Rights  Act  in  1965. 

In  this  new  movement,  mainline  Prot¬ 
estant  denominations  have  joined  to  fi¬ 
nance  and  train  local  projects  aimed  at 
registering  low-income  people  or  minori¬ 
ties.  The  American  Catholic  bishops 
have  directed  local  dioceses  and  parishes 
to  set  up  registration  drives  and  have  fur¬ 
nished  them  with  a  how-to  book  which  of¬ 
fers  models  of  church  voter  action. 

Protestant  fundamentalist  groups, 
which  ascended  to  the  national  electoral 
scene  in  1980  by  targeting  liberal  candi¬ 
dates  for  defeat,  are  focusing  most  of 
their  attention  this  time  on  registering 
new  fundamentalist  voters  to  make  up 
for  anticipated  losses  among  women  and 


minorities.  And  black  churches,  which 
have  traditionally  been  a  center  for  vote 
generation  in  the  black  community,  have 
redoubled  their  efforts  in  light  of  the 
presidential  candidacy  of  the  Rev.  Jesse 
Jackson. 

In  their  calls  to  action,  churches  cite 
passages  from  scripture  and  theological 
teaching  which  highlight  the  Christian 
responsibility  to  take  part  in  the  political 
life  of  society.  Church  officials  are  quick 
to  point  out  that  their  efforts  are  non-par¬ 
tisan,  as  indeed  they  must  be  to  conform 
to  laws  governing  tax-exempt  groups. 
But  church  groups  involved  in  public  ad¬ 
vocacy  also  see  these  voter  drives  as  a 
way  of  producing  a  Congress  in  1984  that 


Small  agency  carries  UMC’s  ‘unity 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  -  If,  when  the  chips 
are  down,  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  (COCU)  is  to  have  irrevocable 
United  Methodist  participation,  then 
much  paving  of  the  way  will  have  to  be 
done  by  a  small  UMC  agency. 

The  General  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns  devot¬ 
ed  most  of  a  morning  in  its  three-day  an¬ 
nual  meeting  to  being  brought  up  to  date 
and  discussing  COCU . 

Primary  discussion  leaders  were  the 
Rev.  Gerald  Moede,  COCU’s  general  sec¬ 
retary  and  a  member  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  Wisconsin  conference,  and  the 
Rev.  Vernon  Bigler,  district  superinten¬ 
dent  in  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  and  a  member  of  the 


By  CHARLES  AUSTIN 
Religious  News  Service 

As  Christians  around  the  world 
dedicate  the  third  week  in  January  to 
special  prayers  for  Christian  unity,  few 
will  think  of  a  small  monastery  in 
Garrison,  N.Y.,  just  north  of  New  York 
City. 

But  the  prayers  by  worshippers  in  the 
chapel  of  the  Graymoor  Friary  have  a 
special  poignance  to  the  members  of  the 
Society  of  the  Atonement,  a  small  Roman 
Catholic  religious  order  dedicated  to 
promoting  the  unity  of  Christendom. 

It  was  on  that  site  more  than  80  years 
ago  that  the  Rev.  Lewis  Wattson,  then  an 
Episcopal  priest,  founded  the  movement 
which  originated  the  “Unity  Octave”  — 
the  week  of  prayers  for  Christian  unity 
now  celebrated  in  many  parts  of  the 
world  between  the  feastdays  of  the 
Confession  of  St.  Peter  (Jan.  18)  and  the 
Conversion  of  St.  Paul  (Jan.  25) . 

In  an  age  when  Roman  Catholic 
prelates  regularly  preach  from 
Protestant  pulpits,  and  a  month  after 


10-person  United  Methodist  delegation  to 
the  Consultation. 

Dr.  Moede  spoke  as  a  career  ecumen¬ 
ist,  immersed  in  technicalities  and  time¬ 
tables  which  may  bring  nine  or  so  U.S. 
Protestant  denominations  to  a  symbolic 
national  uniting  service  in  1990. 

Mr.  Bigler  spoke  as  a  longtime  part- 
time  ecumenist,  committed  to  Christian 
unity  and  to  cooperation  through  councils 
of  churches  but  working  on  them  only  as 
time  and  energy  permit  away  from  his 
pastoral  or  superintendency  duties. 

Dr.  Moede  briefly  traced  the  Consulta¬ 
tion’s  20-year  history,  including  the  pain¬ 
ful  point  around  1970  when  a  detailed 
plan  of  union  was  rejected  by  the  mem¬ 
ber  churches  because,  as  he  put  it,  it 
was  “too  hierarchical,  giving  too  much 


Pope  John  Paul  II  gave  the  sermon  at  a 
Lutheran  Church  in  Rome,  the  idea  of 
praying  for  reconciliation  in  divided 
Christendom  seems  almost  time-worn 
and  trite.  But  when  the  Episcopal  priest 
with  the  idea  of  uniting  Christianity  — 
then  considered  an  outrageous  notion  by 
most  —  began  his  work,  he  suffered 
persecution,  scorn  and  suspicion  from 
both  Prpte^tants  and  Roman  Catholics. 

Father  Wattson  led  his  small  order  into 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  1909,  in 
accord  with  his  own  specific  plan  which 
sought  Christian  unity  under  the 
authority  of  the  pope.  Shortly  after  that 
he  was  re-ordained  a  Catholic  priest  and 
took  the  religious  name  of  Paul. 

Accompanying  him  from  the  very 
beginning  of  his  quest  was  an  Anglican 
nun  named  Lurana  White,  who  joined  the 
priest  at  Graymoor  to  become  Mother 
Lurana,  co-founder  of  the  Society  of  the 
Atonement,  and  head  of  its  order  of  nuns. 
Today,  the  Society  of  the  Atonement  is 
still  active  in  promoting  Christian  unity, 
though  it  endorses  a  contemporary  style 
of  ecumenism. 


the  appearance  of  being  imposed  on  the 
churches  from  the  top  down.” 

The  consultation  went  through  a  re¬ 
trenching  process  in  the  1970s,  he  said, 
then  in  1982  agreed  on  a  process  of  “cove¬ 
nanting”  toward  union,  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  concept  of  God’s  covenant  with  the 
people. 

The  three  parts  of  covenanting,  Dr. 
Moede  said,  are:  (1)  juridical  —  what 
are  the  legal  aspects  of  uniting  several 
churches  into  one? ;  (2)  theological  —  for 
United  Methodists,  for  example,  how 
does  covenanting  measure  against  the 
four-way  Wesleyan  tests  of  Scripture, 
reason,  tradition  and  experience?  (3)  li¬ 
turgical  —  how,  in  some  symbolic  nation¬ 
al  way,  can  all  the  participating 
churches  recognize  each  others’  mem¬ 
bers  and  ministers? 

Dr.  Moede  said  that  the  six  elements  of 
actually  proceeding  toward  church 
union,  based  on  “covenanting”  to  do  it  to¬ 
gether,  are: 

1.  For  each  participating  denomina¬ 
tion  to  claim  COCU’s  1980  basic  docu¬ 
ment,  “In  Quest  of  a  Church  of  Christ 
Uniting,”  as  its  own  theological  study 
document. 

2.  For  each  church  to  recognize  the 
others  as  authentic  Christian  bodies. 

3.  For  the  member  churches  to  recon¬ 
cile  their  ministries  —  for  example,  to 
recognize  the  validity  of  each  others’  or¬ 
dination  and  calling  to  ministry. 

4.  For  denominations  at  all  levels  to 
participate  together  in  eucharistic  fel¬ 
lowship;  that  is,  to  receive  Holy  Commu¬ 
nion  together  under  the  leadership  of 
ministers  already  (step  number  3)  mutu¬ 
ally  recognized  and  reconciled. 

5.  For  churches  to  carry  on  missions 
cooperatively. 

6.  For  “Councils  of  Oversight,”  as 
COCU  calls  them,  to  be  created  at  all  lev¬ 
els  of  the  member  churches.  At  the  re¬ 
gional  level,  for  instance,  the  council  of 
oversight  might  consist  of  one  bishop  or 
“bishop  type,”  one  missionary,  one  lay¬ 
person,  and  one  other  person  without  spe- 


Priest  sought  reconciliation 


As  a  minister,  you  are  one  of  a 
handful  of  people  who  qualify  to 
invest  in  both  a  Tax-Deferred 
Annuity  (TDA)  as  well  as  in  an 
Individual  Retirement  Account 
(IRA).  And  while  we  offer  both  of 
these  tax-advantaged  retirement 
plans,  there  are  important  differ¬ 
ences  you  should  know  about 
before  you  invest. 

With  a  TDA,  contributions  are 
taken  out  of  your  checks  before  you 
get  them.  So  they're  not  subject  to 
Social  Security  taxes  the  way  IRA 


contributions  are.  (With  next  year’s 
huge  increase  in  Social  Security 
taxes  for  ministers,  that’s  no  small 
consideration.)  And  you  can  defer 
up  to  l/6th  of  your  income  this  way, 
usually  more  than  the  $2,000 
ceiling  on  IRAs. 

Since  IRA  contributions  are 
deducted  from  your  income  when 
you  file  your  return,  any  deposit 
you  or  your  spouse  make  between 
now  and  April  15th  could  mean  a 
substantial  reduction  on  last 
year’s  taxes. 


Each  plan  has  its  own  advantages 
and  making  the  right  choice  calls 
for  a  careful  analysis  of  your 
financial  needs. 

And  at  Ministers  Life,  we  are 
uniquely  qualified  to  help  you  do 
this.  Call  us  toll-free  at  1-800-328- 
6124,  ext.  246  (in  Minnesota,  call 
collect  612-927-7131). 


UL 


Ministers  Life 

a  mutual  life  insurance  company 
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Ministers  nowhavetwo  ways 
to  reduce  their  annual  offering. 


will  be  more  sympathetic  to  their  politi¬ 
cal  agenda. 

In  one  senatorial  race  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  black  churches  and  fundamentalist 
groups  have,  in  effect,  become  substruc¬ 
tures  of  the  opposing  campaigns.  There, 
Sen.  Jesse  Helms  (R-N.C),  leader  of  the 
New  Right,  is  being  challenged  by  Demo¬ 
cratic  Gov.  James  Hunt,  in  what  national 
political  observers  are  calling  the  hottest 
and  most  significant  race  in  the  country. 

Probably  the  broadest-based  religious 
effort  to  emerge  is  the  Churches’  Com¬ 
mittee  for  Voter  Registration-Education, 
a  newly-created  coalition  of  21  denomina¬ 
tions  and  ecumenical  agencies.  The 
group  plans  to  support  local  projects  in  30 
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cific  classification. 

COCU’s  next  plenary  policy-making 
meeting  will  be  in  late  1984  in  Baltimore, 
several  months  after  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  1984  General  Conference  in  the 
same  city.  The  1984  General  Conference 
will  be  asked  to  reaffirm  continuation  in 
the  church  union  consultation. 

But  the  1988  General  Conference  and 
ultimate  decision-making  bodies  in  other 
COCU  member  churches  meeting  from 
about  1985  to  1988,  will  be  asked  to  vote 
United  Methodism  fully  into  the  COCU 
covenant  —  that  is,  to  remain  in  and  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  various  steps  until  union  is 
achieved. 

Dr.  Moede  said  that  this  vital  expecta¬ 
tion  of  the  1988  General  Conference  ought 
to  be  a  factor  in  1987  when  the  annual 
conferences  elect  delegates  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  year’s  legislative  sessions. 


areas  where  there  are  large  numbers  of 
poor  and  unregistered  voters  and  where 
a  relatively  small  number  of  new  voters 
can  make  a  difference  in  the  outcome. 

“The  overall  goal  is  to  empower  peo¬ 
ple  to  get  the  kind  of  legislation  out  of 
Congress  that  they  want,”  said  the  Rev. 
Paul  Kittlaus,  chairman  of  the  Washing¬ 
ton  lobby  Interfaith  Action  for  Economic 
Justice,  which  is  coordinating  the  pro¬ 
ject.  The  churches’  committee  has  held 
two  conferences  to  provide  over  100  vot¬ 
er-registration  activists  with  technical 
skills  and  theological  underpinnings  of 
their  work. 

“We’re  not  looking  at  Republicans  and 
Democrats.  We’re  trying  to  put  power  in 
the  hands  of  poor  people  and  let  them  use 
it  in  a  way  that  makes  sense  to  them,” 
Mr.  Kittlaus,  a  United  Church  of  Christ 
minister,  said,  adding  that  church 
groups  will  not  try  to  “influence”  their 
vote.  But  he  did  acknowledge  that  regis¬ 
tering  large  numbers  of  minorities  and 
poor  people  would,  in  most  cases,  help 
the  more  liberal  candidate. 

Moves  by  liberal  church  groups  to  reg¬ 
ister  voters  come  in  part  as  a  reaction  to 
the  crop  of  conservative  legislators  that 
were  swept  into  Congress  in  1980  on  the 
coattails  of  President  Reagan.  “The  last 
three  years  have  been  a  damage-limiting 
exercise  for  us,”  said  Mr.  Kittlaus,  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  main-line  church  lobby.  “It 
has  not  been  a  period  of  forward-looking 
attention  to  human  needs.”  Therefore,  he 
said,  the  voter-registration  efforts  repre¬ 
sent  a  logical  “next  step”  in  the  activities 
of  the  church  lobbies. 

The  church-sponsored  efforts  also 
form  part  of  a  wider  movement  to  regis¬ 
ter  low-income  people  —  70  percent  of 
whom,  according  to  most  surveys,  are 


not  registered.  These  groups  typically 
conduct  registration  in  unemployment 
lines,  food  distribution  centers,  minority 
churches,  health  and  day-care  centers, 
and  housing  projects. 

The  churches  are  encouraging  their 
constituencies  to  link  up  with  these 
groups,  which  include  the  New  York- 
based  Human  Serve  Fund,  Project  Vote 
in  Washington,  and  the  Southwest  Voter 
Registration  Project.  The  churches’ 
committee  itself  is  one  of  63  groups 
making  up  the  Washington-based  Voter 
Registration  Network  dedicated  to  regis¬ 
tering  low-income  voters. 

The  U.S.  Catholic  Conference,  the  so¬ 
cial-action  arm  of  the  American  bishops, 
has  sent  a  how-to  book  on  voter  registra¬ 
tion  to  every  diocese  and  has  urged  indi¬ 
vidual  Catholics  to  get  involved  in  politi¬ 
cal  campaigns.  In  the  handbook,  the 
churches  ask  Catholics  to  consider  “the 
entire  spectrum  of  social  issues”  when 
evaluating  candidates  for  public  office, 
and  to  avoid  “single-issue”  voting.  The 
bishops  have  also  asked  dioceses  to  focus 
their  efforts  on  low-income  people,  young 
people,  racial  minorities  and  women. 

The  leading  anti-hunger  lobby,  the 
42,000-member  Bread  for  the  World,  has 
also  turned  its  attention  toward  the  1984 
elections.  The  ecumenical  Christian 
group  plans  to  conduct  voter  registration 
and  “voter  education”  in  “at  least  50  con¬ 
gressional  districts  and  as  many  as  200,” 
said  Bonnie  Jorgenson,  a  representative 
of  the  group. 

Voter  education  would  include  surveys 
of  candidates’  stands  on  hunger  issues 
conducted,  and  later  publicized,  by 
Bread  for  the  World  chapters,  many  of 
which  are  planning  candidates’  public 
forums. 


1984  General  Conference 
The  Issues:  Part  III 

Reorganized  UM  ministry  eyed 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  1984 
General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  meet  May  1- 
11  in  Baltimore.  Delegates  will 
wear  the  medallion  at  right.  Fol¬ 
lowing  is  the  third  in  a  17-part 
series  of  articles  summarizing 
major  issues  which  will  face  the 
delegates.  This  is  the  first  of  two 
articles  dealing  with  proposals 
which  would  affect  United 
Methodism’s  understanding  of 
ordination  and  ministry. 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

Some  colleagues  think  that  the  Rev. 
R.  Bruce  Weaver,  an  ordained  elder  in 
the  North  Texas  conference,  has  “sold 
out”  by  supporting  a  reorganize^ 
understanding  of  ministry  for  United 
Methodism. 

But  he’s  willing  to  take  the  heat  and, 
in  fact,  has  become  a  leading  exponent 
of  the  ministry  study  proposal  going  to 
the  1984  General  Conference. 

It  was  people  like  his  friend  Jimmy 
Carr  who  convinced  Dr.  Weaver  that 
the  time  has  come  to  make  major  chang¬ 
es  in  how  United  Methodists  define  who 
is  and  who  is  not  an  ordained  minister. 

Struggling  on  two  sides 

Jimmy  Carr  is  a  professional  Chris¬ 
tian  educator,  serving  Galloway  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Jackson,  Miss.  He 
is  also  a  consecrated  diaconal  minister. 
But  he  is  a  layperson,  and  he  thinks 
that’s  unfair. 

Both  Dr.  Weaver  and  Mr.  Carr  were 
on  the  19-member  committee  which 
spent  three  years  studying  the  min¬ 
istry,  and  they  are  among  the  majority 
of  both  that  committee  and  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry  who  are  sending 
the  report  to  General  Conference. 

Dr.  Weaver  admits  his  first  real 
awareness  of  the  problems  with  diaco¬ 
nal  ministry  came  when  laypersons  be¬ 
gan  expressing  anxiety  that  these  pro¬ 
fessional  lay  members  of  church  staffs 
were  assuming  “rather  major  roles”  in 
annual  conference,  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ference  and  General  Conference  affairs 
as  lay  persons.  They  were  seen  as  tak¬ 
ing  policymaking  power  away  from  lay 
members. 

“I  became  aware  that  diaconal 
ministers  were  struggling  on  two  sides. 
They  functioned  as  professionals  on 
church  staffs.  Many  felt  a  real  sense  of 
calling  to  their  professions.  But  in  their 
status  and  in  the  validation  and  affir¬ 
mation  of  these  calls,  they  had  no  voice 
except  as  laypersons.” 

At  about  this  same  time,  Dr.  Weaver 
said,  he  became  familiar  with  the  under¬ 
standing  of  the  diaconal  or  servant  min¬ 
istry  in  the  Roman  Catholic,  Church  of 
the  Brethren  and  Reformed  Church  tra¬ 
ditions. 

“I  learned  that  these  traditions  see 
the  ordained  deacon  as  one  who  experi¬ 
ences  a  call  to  servanthood  but  does  not 
see  himself  or  herself  as  a  priest  or  a 
prophet. 

“They  are  specialists  who  train  to  be 
in  ministry  but  not  as  primary  pastors. 
They  assist  in  liturgical  leadership,  but 
primarily  they  are  in  service  projects 
in  mission  areas  or  in  disaster  relief.” 
(Dr  Weaver  was  pastor  of  First  UMC 
in  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  when  a  killer 
tornado  struck  that  city  in  1980.  He 
remembers  with  great  appreciation  the 
major  role  played  in  that  town’s  re¬ 
covery  by  Church  of  the  Brethren 
deacons  trained  in  disaster  relief). 

“Based  on  both  the  problems  we 
United  Methodists  have  created  for  our 
diaconal  ministers  and  my  new 
understanding  of  what  deacons  can  do, 

I  feel  good  about  the  direction  in  which 


our  church  is  finally  moving.” 

And  what  is  that  “new  direction”? 
The  new  proposal  calls  for  dropping  the 
order  of  “deacon”  as  the  first  step  to¬ 
ward  becoming  “elder”  and  dropping 
the  lay  category  of  “diaconal  minister” 
adopted  in  1976. 

Instead,  the  church  would  have  two 
co-equal  categories  of  ordination:  Dea¬ 
con  and  elder.  Elders  would  continue  to 
itinerate  (serve  where  appointed)  and 
would  be  guaranteed  an  annual  ap¬ 
pointment  while  deacons  would  not  itin¬ 
erate  and  would  not  be  guaranteed  an 
annual  appointment. 

Both  deacons  and  elders  would  be  full 
members  of  the  annual  conference 
after  a  period  of  probation.  Deacons 
would  serve  in  ministries  focused  pri¬ 
marily  on  “liturgy,  service  and  jus¬ 
tice,”  while  elders  would  focus  primarily 
on  “word,  sacrament  and  order.” 

Mr.  Carr  said  he  thinks  the  1976  Gene¬ 
ral  Conference  adopted  the  current 
category  of  diaconal  ministry  as  “a 
stepchild.”  There  was  no  place  to  put 
us,  so  we  were  stuck  over  with  the  laity. 
It  may  have  been  a  good  creation  for  its 
time,  but  not  any  more.”  He  and  others 
feel  that  the  proposed  new  ordained 
order  of  deacon  will  be  one  way  to  over¬ 
come  what  many  diaconal  ministers 
have  felt  were  injustices  in  salaries, 
pensions  and  job  security. 

Mr.  Carr  also  believes  that  the  study 
committee’s  proposals  would  empower 
the  laity  by  emphasizing  the  ministry  of 
all  Christians.  Deacons,  ordained  to 
ministries  of  justice,  liturgy  and 
service,  would  have  special  responsi¬ 


Elders:  Word,  Sacrament,  Order 
Ordained 

Members  of  Annual  Conference 
Itinerating 

Guaranteed  Appointment 

Deacons:  Liturgy,  Service,  Justice 
Ordained 

Members  of  Annual  Conference 

Non-itinerating 

No  Guaranteed  Appointment 

No  Changes:  Local  Pastors 

Associate  Members 


No  New  Diaconal  Ministers 


bility  to  help  laypersons  discover  and 
minister  to  needs  both  in  the  church  and 
in  the  world,  he  argues. 

Dr.  Weaver  takes  sharp  exception  to 
critics  —  some  within  his  own  study 
committee’s  membership  —  who  argue 
that  the  committee  did  not  do  its  theo¬ 
logical  homework  and  tried  to  settle  a 
theological  issue  about  the  ministry  by 
legislative  proposals. 

“We  did  deal  with  the  theology  of  the 
ministry,”  he  counters,  “for  more  than 
two  years.  We  strengthened  the  Discip¬ 
line  section  on  the  general  ministry  of 
all  baptized  Christians  and  we  took  seri¬ 
ously  the  biblical  and  traditional 
models  of  the  ministry  of  servanthood. 
Of  course  then  our  studies  had  to  be 
spelled  out  in  legislative  form. 

“I  have  come  to  have  great  admira¬ 
tion  for  the  1,000  or  so  diaconal  minis¬ 
ters  we  have  now  who  are  willing  to  risk 
their  careers  as  lay  employees  for  the 
church  without  any  guarantee  of  ap¬ 
pointment  or  employment,”  Dr.  Weaver 
said.  “Despite  those  risks,  they  still  say 
they  feel  called  to  serve  the  church. 

“I  wonder  how  m^iny  of  us  who  are  or¬ 
dained  would  be  willing  to  face  that 
kind  of  uncertainty  and  still  stay  in  the 
church?” 

Some  feel  the  new  order  will  be  an  ad¬ 


ministrative  problem  for  bishops  in  ap¬ 
pointing  both  elders  subject  to  itine¬ 
ration  (being  moved  from  one  appoint¬ 
ment  to  another)  and  deacons  not  sub¬ 
ject  to  itineration. 

Dr.  Weaver  said,  “From  where  I  sit, 
as  a  local  pastor  and  not  as  a  bishop,  the 
new  ordained  order  of  deacon  will  free 
up  a  bishop,  to  assign  deacons  to  spe¬ 
cific  specialized  service  ministries  and 
not  have  to  look  for  an  elder  to  fill  those 
positions.  A  deacon  will  still  have  to  be 
reviewed  and  approved  annually.  And 
if  he  or  she  can’t  justify  continued  em¬ 
ployment,  the  bishop  doesn’t  have  to 
make  that  appointment. 

Bishop  will  have  control 

“The  bishop  will  have  far  more  control 
over  deacons  than  he  now  has  over 
many  ordained  elders,  who  are  fairly 
free  to  roam.  Many  end  up  in  positions 
not  very  accountable  to  their  annual 
conferences  and  don’t  stay  in  close 
touch  except  for  an  annual  report 
letter  and  an  occasional  visit  to  confer¬ 
ence  sessions. 

“In  fact,  under  our  proposals,  a  con¬ 
ference  board  of  ordination  could  say  to 
an  elder,  ‘If  you  want  authentication 
and  validation  for  this  special  ministry 
you  are  interested  in’  —  let’s  say  as  a 
seminary  professor— ‘it  might  be  better 
if  you  were  ordained  as  a  deacon.’ 

“Or  if  someone  went  through  the 
foundational  course  of  study  but  didn’t 
want  or  intend  to  be  a  pastor,  he  or  she 
might  not  have  to  take  the  courses  in 
homiletics  required  for  ordained 
elders.” 

Dr.  Weaver  said  he  thinks  there  is  a 
growing  need  for  specialized  ministries 
in  urban  and  rural  settings,  in  the  chap¬ 
laincy  and  perhaps  in  clusters  of  small 
churches  such  as  a  Christian  education 
specialist  relating  as  an  ordained  dea¬ 
con  to  several  churches. 

He  acknowledges  that  many  ques¬ 
tions  remain  to  be  answered,  but  he 
thinks  many  would  be  answered 
through  the  ‘increased  discretion’  given 
to  annual  conference  boards  of  deacons 
and  elders. 

In  recent  years,  United  Methodists  in 
several  ecumenical  forums  have  ad¬ 
mitted  to  some  confusion  about  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  understanding  of  diaconal 
ministry,  and  particularly  about  the 
two-step  process  which  ordains  persons 
as  deacons  as  a  preparatory  step  to 
their  being  ordained  as  elders. 

One  survey  showed,  in  fact,  that  the 
two-step  process  is  one  feature  United 
Methodists  would  be  most  willing  to 
give  up  should  their  church  ever  decide 
to  unite  with  other  churches  in  a  plan 
such  as  that  proposed  by  the  Consul¬ 
tation  on  Church  Union. 

Based  in  part  on  that  indicated  feel¬ 
ing,  many  feel  that  the  study  com¬ 
mittee/board  proposal  is  closer  to  ma¬ 
jor  ecumenical  models  of  ministry  such 
as  those  from  COCU  ot  tffc  World  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  than  is  the  present 
United  Methodist  system. 

Next  week  the  Reporter  will  look  at 
various  questions  and  critical  comment 
which  have  been  raised  in  relation  to 
the  ministry  study. 
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General/ Jurisdictional  Delegation  Hears  Louisiana  UMs  Urged 
Bentzinger  Explain  New  Order  Of  Deacon  x0  Respond  To 

Global  Food  Crisis 


The  members  of  the  Louisiana 
delegation  to  the  General  and  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conferences  heard  Rosalie 
Bentzinger  of  the  Division  of  Diaconal 
Ministry  explain  the  new  order  of  Deacon 
as  it  will  be  presented  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference.  Ms.  Bentzinger  had  been  invited 
to  the  January  5  meeting  at  Bunkie  to 
represent  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  and  to  clarify  the  legis¬ 
lation  for  the  Louisiana  group  in  prepar¬ 
ation  for  the  quadrennial  meeting. 

The  1980  General  Conference  provided 
for  the  special  committee  from  the 
BHEM  to  come  to  the  1984  session  with 
recommendations  for  a  permanent  order 
of  deacon,  which  would  not  be  a  step  up  to 
elder.  It  would  be  based  on  Liturgy,  Ser¬ 
vice  and  Justice,  where  the  order  of  elder 
embodies  Word,  Sacrament  and  Order. 

She  said,  “the  order  re-presents  the 
ministry  of  Jesus  Christ  and  involves  the 
call,  preparation,  meeting  of  standards, 
acquiring  a  place  to  minister  and  having 
the  willingness  to  put  oneself  at  a  place  to 
serve.” 

Ms.  Bentzinger  further  states  that  we 
are  getting  back  to  our  historical  and 
biblical  roots  in  creating  the  new  order  of 
deacon.  “For  years,”  she  said,  “we  have 
followed  the  18th  century  pattern  of 
placement  rather  than  those  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  day.”  She  also  noted  that  no  one  will 
lose  his  or  her  present  position  as  di¬ 
aconal  minister,  although  no  more  will 
be  consecrated. 

“This  is  a  new  and  fresh  way  to  reach 
out  to  the  world,"  the  national  staff  per¬ 
son  said  inclosing. 

Dr.  A1  Norris  presented  additional 
information  for  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  report.  Dr.  Doug 
McGuire  reported  on  legislation  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  General  Conference  by 
GCFA  (the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration)  which  would  see  a 
graduated  World  Service  budget  for  the 
years  of  the  next  quadrennium  and  a 
substitute  yearly  budget  of  2.4  million 


Delegation  Chairperson  Dr.  Nancy  Carruth  chats  with  Tom  Matheny,  President  of 
the  Judicial  Council  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  at  the  Bunkie  meeting.  Rosalie 
Bentzinger,  top  inset,  addressed  the  new  diaconal  legislation;  Dr.  Doug  McGuire 
spoke  to  GCFA  concerns,  center  inset;  and  Amy  Ward,  bottom  insert,  reported  on 
Global  Ministries  legislation. 


dollars  for  communications,  rather  than 
the  4.8  million  they  sought.  The  report 
would  also  call  for  each  episcopal  area  to 
provide  the  bishop  housing,  rather  than 
the  General  Church.  Dr.  McGuire  also 
stated  that  GCFA’s  Missional  Priority 
for  1985-88  involved  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church,  Peace  with  Justice  and  the 
Organization  of  New  Churches.  Their 
price  tag  would  be  1  */2  million  dollars  per 
year  for  it. 

Dr.  Woodrow  Hearn  reported  on  pro¬ 
posed  legislation  from  GCOM  (the 
General  Council  on  Ministries).  He  said 
they  had  a  single  Missional  Priority  — 
“Church  Alive”  —  with  four  parts: 
Justice  Ministries,  New  Church  Develop¬ 
ment,  Revitalization  of  Existing 
Churches  and  the  continued  strength¬ 
ening  of  the  EMLC.  The  suggested  bud¬ 
get  amount  for  the  GCOM  Priority  would 


Persons ,  Churches  & 
Events 


The  Annual  Banquet  of  the  Anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  founding  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Methodist  Church  was  held 
at  Opelousas  on  January  6.  William  M. 
McCutcheon  is  the  pastor. 

Rick  Bonfim  presented  a  concert  of 
contemporary  Christian  music  on  Janu¬ 
ary  14,  at  the  Vivian  United  Methodist 
Church.  A  native  of  Rio  de  Janiero,  he 
has  released  more  than  a  dozen  albums 
interpreting  the  Gospel  in  a  contempor¬ 
ary  manner.  His  father,  Rev.  Daniel 
Bonfim,  is  Brazil’s  first  national  evan¬ 
gelist. 

Cub  Scout  Pack  38,  sponsored  by  the 
Little  Creek  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Archibald,  took  Christmas  this  year  to 
the  Guest  Homes  of  the  area.  Pastors 
Cage  McLemore  and  Ray  Holt 
accompanied  the  Pack,  along  with  Cub- 
master,  Leslie  Box. 

*  *  * 

Eleven  youth  from  the  Lacombe 
United  Methodist  Church  presented  a 
Christmas  program  for  the  persons  at 
the  Lacombe  Nursing  Home  and 
returned  on  Christmas  day  to  bring  small 
gifts,  according  to  Thelma  Nielsen,  the 
Church  Communicator.  Percy  Mac 
Frazier  is  the  pastor. 

“World  Marriage  Day"  will  be  cele¬ 
brated  on  February  12  this  year  with  the 
theme,  “One  In  Heart.”  Larry  and 
Sandra  Wagespack  of  Baton  Rouge,  and 
Father  Howard  Hall  are  National  Coor- 


be  10  million  dollars  per  year.  Dr.  Hearn 
also  reported  the  goal  of  250  new 
churches  for  the  quadrennium  as  part  of 
their  program.  Half  of  these  would  be 
EMLC  churches. 

Mrs.  Amy  Ward  gave  a  report  on  the 
proposed  legislation  from  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  dealing  with 
the  main  Missional  Priority.  The  Board 
called  for  only  one  —  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church.  “The  basic  rationale  for 
this,”  she  said,  “was  a  sense  of  faith¬ 
fulness  to  our  previous  commitments.” 

Rev.  Carol  Cotton-Winn,  in  her  report 
from  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship, 
stated  that  a  new  hymnal  is  being  pro¬ 
posed  for  1990,  and  that  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  Councif would  Be  given  equal  bill¬ 
ing  in  the  new  discipline  with  the 
Administrative  Board  and  Council  on 
Ministries. 


A  unique  combination  of  natural  dis¬ 
asters,  civil  wars  and  natural  disasters, 
civil  wars  and  near  economic  collapse  is 
causing  a  Global  Food  Crisis  affecting 
millions  of  people  in  14  Third  World 
nations. 

As  a  result  of  this  Global  Food  Crisis, 
Church  World  Service,  our  ecumenical 
agency,  has  issued  14  emergency  dis¬ 
aster  appeals  in  support  of  churches 
around  the  world  since  1983.  Now  it  has 
issued  the  largest  single  appeal  in  its  his¬ 
tory,  seeking  to  raise  6.5  million  dollars 
to  help  alleviate  the  problems  of  hunger 
throughout  the  world.  In  the  latter 
months  of  1983  the  Bishops  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  issued  an  appeal  for 
Methodists  to  endeavor  to  raise  1  million 
dollars  toward  the  alleviation  of  hunger 
throughout  the  world  in  response  to  this 
Global  Food  Crisis. 

At  the  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  Program  Planning  Meeting  in 
November,  the  Conference  Board  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries  recommended  that  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  observe 
Sunday,  February  5th  as  the  day  when  all 
churches  would  be  asked  to  sponsor  a 
special  offering  throughout  their  con¬ 
gregations  as  an  appeal  from  Church 
World  Service  and  UMCOR  to  help  with 
this  crisis.  The  Council  along  with  CF 
A,  adopted  theiproposal. 

Every  local  church  in  Louisiana  is 
urged  to  respond  to  this  Global  Food 
Crisis  with  their  gifts  and  with  their 
prayers.  Remember,  this  is  a  Conference 
and  General  Advance  Special.  100%  of 
every  gift  goes  directly  to  world  hunger, 
when  you  respond  through  this  offering 
on  February  5, 1984. 


dinators  for  this  year’s  event.  “World 
Marriage  Day  was  instituted  to  honor  the 
couple  as  head  of  the  family,  the  basic 
unit  of  our  society,"  according  to  Father 
Hall. 

One  of  the  services  the  Conference  and 
its  churches  offer  is  the  locating  of  birth 
and  baptism  data.  A  recent  example  is 
the  birth  and  baptism  information  for 
O’Donnell  Blakeman,  of  Warrenton,  Ore¬ 
gon,  obtained  from  the  Morgan  City 
United  Methodist  Church  for  his  retire¬ 
ment  and  Social  Security  credentials. 
After  many  attempts  to  locate  the  birth 
information,  Dr.  Jimmie  Caraway  was 
contacted  and,  working  with  the  pastor  J. 
Vernon  Fairley  of  Morgan  City,  provided 
the  information. 

*  *  * 

The  Work  Area  on  Missions  of  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Natchitoches 
held  a  School  of  Christian  Missions  on 
three  Sunday  mornings,  January  8,  16 
and  23.  The  study,  “No  Place  Left  Called 
Home,”  was  taught  by  Miss  Eliza  Jones. 
The  sessions  were  led  by  Mrs.  Winder- 
lean  Lewis,  Chairperson  of  Missions. 
Rev.  Dan  C.  Simon  is  the  pastor. 

An  advanced  course  in  Clinical  Pas¬ 
toral  Training,  entitled  “Clinical  Mar¬ 
riage  and  Family  Counseling,”  is  now 
being  offered  for  clergy  persons  at 
Central  Louisiana  State  Hospital,  Pine- 
ville,  Louisiana.  Chaplain  Roland  K. 
Friedrich  is  the  Director  of  the  Clinical 
Pastoral  Training  Program. 


Conference  Calendar 

February,  1984 

Methodist  Home  Hospital  Board  Meeting,  New  Orleans,  Noon 
Church  Vocation  Retreats  —  Alexandria,  Lake  Charles 
School  for  Local  Pastor’s  License,  Ruston,  Trinity;  Baton  Rouge, 
FUMC 

GLOBAL  FOOD  CRISIS  APPEAL  SUNDAY  (Special  Offering) 
Ministers’  Week,  Dallas 

Media  Committee  meeting,  1  p.m,  Headquarters  Building 
Lectionary  Telecast  at  noon;  S,  S.  Lesson  Telecast,  7:30  p.m. 

10-11  Communications  Committee  meeting,  FUMC  Baton  Rouge,  10  a.m. 
Friday  —  Noon  Saturday 

10-11  UMW  Mid-Year  Executive  Committee  Meeting 
10-12  Conference  Youth  Event,  Senior  High  Winter  Retreat,  Caney 
Conference  Centre 

School  for  Local  Pastor’s  License,  Ruston,  Trinity;  Baton  Rouge, 
FUMC 

Lectionary  Telecast  at  Noon;  S.  S.  Lesson  Telecast,  7:30  p.m. 

Premier  of  Louisiana  Methodist  Magazine  TV  Show,  8  p.m. 

Centenary  Church  Council,  Meadows  Museum,  9:00  a.m. 

Seminar  on  Experiencing  the  Bible  with  Children,  Baton  Rouge,  First 
UMC 

School  for  Local  Pastor’s  License,  Ruston,  Trinity  ;  Baton  Rouge, 
FUMC. 

20-23  Regional  School  of  Evangelism,  Baton  Rouge,  Capitol  House  Hotel 
21  Lectionary  Telecast  at  Noon;  S.  S.  Lesson  Telecast,  7:30  p.m. 
Louisiana  Methodist  Magazine  TV  Show,  12:30 
Executive  Committee,  CCOM,  Headquarters  Building,  7  p.m. 
Centenary  High  School  Weekend 

COM  Budget  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge.  First  UMC,  10:00  a.m. 

School  for  Local  Pastor’s  License,  Ruston,  Trinity;  Baton  Rouge, 
FUMC 

Lectionary  Telecast  at  Noon;  S.  S.  Lesson  Telecast,  7:30  p.m. 


United  Methodist  Archives  and  History 


Greensburg  Pays  Out  First  Again 


Rev.  Wallace  Blackwood,  pastor  of  the  Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel  Charge,  is 
shown,  left  above,  presenting  a  check  to  Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway,  right,  which  pays 
the  Greensburg  Church’s  Conference  apportionments  for  the  year  1984.  Rev. 
Blackwood  and  Greensburg  also  had  the  distinction  of  paying  out  first  in  1983.  Baton 
Rouge-Hammond  District  Superintendent  Ken  Reed  looks  on  approvingly. 


Has  Permanent  Home  At  Drew 


By  ERNEST  ARNOLD 
AHC  Coordinator,  La.  Conference 

We  now  have  a  permanent  home  for 
our  archives  and  history,  the  United 
Methodist  Archives  and  History  Center. 
The  center  is  located  in  Madison,  New 
Jersey,  on  the  campus  of  Drew  Uni¬ 
versity. 

Until  1968  we  Methodists  had  no  central 
place  to  store  our  records  —  some  here, 
some  there.  Fortunately  for  us,  the 
E.U.B.  had  in  their  midst  an  archivist  in 
Dr.  John  Ness.  Also  in  1968  the  General 
Conference  established  the  General 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History, 
but  appropriated  no  funds  for  a  center. 
Dr.  Ness  went  to  Junaluska,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  and  began  collecting  the  history 
from  across  the  church. 

In  1970  a  search  was  begun  to  select  a 
site  for  the  center.  At  that  time  three 
sites  were  interested  —  Junaluska,  Drew 
University  and  Nashville,  Tennessee. 
The  case  was  dormant  until  1978  when 
Drew  made  a  proposal.  Drew’s  proposal 


at  that  time  was  to  (1)  furnish  the  site, 
(2)  pay  architectural  cost,  (3)  build  the 
building,  (4)  arrange  interim  financing, 
and  (5)  direct  the  fund  drive  for  the 
center. 

In  1979,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  The 
General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History,  the  offer  of  $2,750,000  was  ac¬ 
cepted. 

In  1980  a  resolution  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  of  Bishops  endorsed  the 
project  and  commended  it  to  all  United 
Methodists  as  deserving  their  full  moral 
and  financial  support.  Ground  was 
broken  in  1981,  and  the  building  was 
finished  in  October,  1982. 

There  will  be  a  nice  commemorative 
volume  listing  all  churches  who  give 
$1.00  per  member.  Also,  individuals  will 
be  recognized,  i.e.,  $100.00  for  Asbury 
Society,  $10,000.00  for  Wesley  Society  and 
naming  rooms  or  furnishings  as  mem¬ 
orials  from  $25,000.00.  Gifts  may  be  cash 
or  pledges,  to  be  paid  in  1983,  1984,  and 
1985. 


International  Lesson  Series 


A  Day  of  Joy  and  Gladness 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Scripture  Lesson  —  Isaiah  35: 1 -6a,  8-10 

Today  we  complete  a  unit  on  various 
themes  from  First  Isaiah,  the  prophet 
who  proclaimed  God’s  message  to  the 
people  of  Judah  in  the  eighth  century 
B.C.  Our  first  lesson  dealt  with  God’s 
Case  Against  His  People”  and  depicted 
Isaiah  as  a  part  of  the  courtroom-like 
procedure  in  which  the  people  were 
indicted  for  their  vanity  and  religious 
emptiness.  On  January  8th,  we  witnessed 
Isaiah’s  literary  abilities  of  using  a  para¬ 
ble  which  changed  into  allegory  in  the 
“Song  of  the  Vineyard.”  Next  we  saw  how 
Isaiah’s  call  to  prophecy  led  to  his  re¬ 
sponding  in  mission  to  God’s  will  — 
“Vision  and  Mission.”  Last  week,  we  ex¬ 
perienced  together  the  first  step  of  faith 
(trust  in  God)  which  Isaiah  encouraged 
his  people  to  take,  this  step  being  the 
base  from  which  all  good  and  lasting 
relationships  spring  —  “Turn  to  the 
Lord.”  Today’s  lesson,  “A  Day  of  Joy 
and  Gladness,”  speaks  of  the  celebrative 
mood  resulting  from  turning  to  and  trust¬ 
ing  in  the  Lord. 

Isaiah  is  not  a  prophet  who  preaches 
only  gloom  and  doom  and  nothing  else. 
It’s  true  that  in  chapter  34  he  gives  us  a 
gory  picture  of  God’s  anger  toward  his 
enemies  (enemies  being  anyone  who 
turned  away  from  Him)  and  even  His 
slaughter  of  these  enemies.  (Having 
heard  Isaiah  say  how  evil-minded  they 
were,  the  people  could  easily  see  how 
they  would  fit  into  this  category  of 
“enemy.”)  But,  with  the  35th  chapter,  we 
see  Isaiah  changing  his  theme  from 
punishment  and  retribution  to  ransom, 
peace  and  joy.  Since  this  section  orig¬ 
inated  in  the  days  when  things  looked 
bleak  and  hopeless,  these  words  of  hope 
and  promise  must  have  given  the  people 
much  assurance  that  there  was  for  them 
a  “day  of  joy  and  gladness”  soon  to  come. 

Looking  at  the  scripture  itself,  we  can 


see  that  the  promise  is  one  of  trans¬ 
formation.  The  wilderness  (or  desert) 
will  become  lush  and  green  with  plenty  of 
water  and  food.  There  is  a  reclamation  of 
arid  and  useless  land.  The  flower  men¬ 
tioned  at  the  end  of  verse  one  is  the 
desert  crocus  or  asphodel  and  not  the 
rose  we  know  (as  indicated  in  KJV).  The 
reference  to  the  glories  of  Lebanon  is  to 
the  rich  cedar  forests  and  the  “majesty 
of  Carmel  and  Sharon”  also  refers  to 
green  wooded  slopes  and  grassy  pas¬ 
tures.  So  Isaiah  is  promising  to  the 
people  who  are  overwhelmed  by  fear  of 
retribution  that  there  is  hope  for  them, 
that  the  future  can  be  bright,  and  that 
God  will  come  and  save  them. 

This  transformation  will  not  be  limited 
to  nature  and  environment  but  will  in¬ 
volve  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  people 
as  well.  The  lame,  deaf  and  blind  (deaf 
and  blind  are  metaphorical  references  to 
spiritual  deafness  and  blindness)  will  be 
healed.  There  even  seems  to  be  an  impli¬ 
cation  that  physical  illnesses  and  limi¬ 
tations  will  be  healed  as  well. 

Since  returning  or  going  to  Jerusalem 
was  of  prime  importance  to  all  devout 
Jews  (the  phrase  “next  year  in  Jerus¬ 
alem”  was  a  comforting  promise  Jews 
made  to  themselves),  Isaiah  prophesied 
that  a  “highway  shall  be  there  ...  the 
Holy  Way.  .  The  people  will  be  able  to 
travel  safely  over  this  highway  to  the 
destination  of  their  dreams.  The  pilgrims 
will  approach  Jerusalem,  singing  with 
joy.  For  it  is  a  “day  of  joy  and  gladness.” 

This  lesson  speaks  not  only  of  the  his¬ 
tory  of  people  returning  from  exile  but 
also  of  modern  day  exiles  (captives  of 
secularism,  self-centeredness,  self- 
pride,  etc.  —  each  of  us  must  name  our 
own  “exile”),  turning  to  the  beauty  and 
joy  of  life  according  to  God’s  will  In  a 
very  real  sense,  we  can  see  in  Isaiah  a 
parallel  to  our  experiencing  a  new  exo¬ 
dus  throughout  which  we  trust  in  God  and 
live  in  hope.  Surely,  there  is  an  even 
better  day  ahead  for  we  are  promised  a 
day  of  joy  and  gladness. 


Editorial 


Christian  Education  Is  Not  Optional! 


About  15  or  20  years  ago  the  (then) 
Methodist  Church  began  its  abdication  of 
Christian  Education  responsibilities. 
This  continued  on  into  the  United  Church, 
and  conference  after  conference  de- 
emphasized  this  all-important  phase  of 
Christian  nurture.  Many  training  events 
and  lab  schools  ceased,  and  many  of  us 
let  our  certification  as  teachers  or  deans 
elapse. 

In  those  and  following  years,  we  were 
re-structuring  everything  in  the  church 
—  whether  it  needed  to  be  or  not.  We  had 
crisis  after  crisis  with  our  Meth¬ 
odist/United  Methodist  literature,  and 
Standard,  David  C.  Cook,  Scripture 
Press  and  others  took  quite  a  toll  of  our 
Sunday  Schools.  There  was  a  dearth  of 
good  Bible  study  in  the  church,  and  semi¬ 
narians  could  often  brag  that  they  had 
finished  seminary  without  reading  the 
Bible.  The  church  suffered  as  a  result  of 
these  voids,  and  we  are  just  now  begin¬ 
ning  to  pull  out. 

However,  the  Sunday  (Church)  Schools 
have  had  embarrassing  stats  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  now  and,  rather  than  being 
the  “feeder”  for  church  membership  has 
become  an  organization  that  we  often 
have  to  try  to  feed  folks  back  into,  after 
they  join  the  church. 

The  General  Church  has  taken  steps 
now,  though,  and  we  are  seeing  more 
Bible-based  literature,  second  to  none, 
and  educational  training  events  to  shore 
up  the  local  church  Christian  education 
program.  Our  Louisiana  UM  Caravans, 
and  the  other  events  carried  by  this 
paper  and  the  coordinated  mailing,  are 
attempts  to  help  correct  this.  Small 
membership  Church  Workshops  will 
certainly  emphasize  the  Sunday  School 
and  other  Christian  Education  minis¬ 
tries. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  volunteers  have 


not  filled  the  gaps  as  age-level  coor¬ 
dinators  in  local  churches,  DCOMs,  and 
as  Conference  workers.  Also,  some 
pastors  have  maintained  strong  CE  pro¬ 
grams  in  their  churches.  But,  as  the 
United  Methodist  congregation  of  the 
Body  of  Christ  we  have  no  option  as  to 
our  stance  and  action  on  Christian 
Education! 

— E.F. 


Coming  Events 
in 

Education 

Lake  Charles  Caravan 
January  26 


Experiencing  The  Bible 
With  Children 
February  18 
First  UM,  Baton  Rouge 


Sunday  School  Growth  and 
Renewal  Workshop 
March  10 

Broadmoor  UM,  Baton 
Rouge 


Bible  Study  Seminar 
March  22 

First  UM,  Baton  Rouge 
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Welcome  word  about  ‘guilt’ 


We  were  pleasantly  surprised  recently 
to  read  that  a  prominent  psychoanalyst 
said  a  positive  word  about  the  role  and 
importance  of  guilt  in  human  experience. 

Dr.  Willard  Gaylin,  a  noted  author  and 
president  of  the  Hastings  Center  for  eth¬ 
ical  research,  takes  issue  with  the  perva¬ 
sive  attitude  that  guilt  feelings  are  unde¬ 
sirable  and  unnecessary  to  human  well¬ 
being.  Far  from  being  a  “negative  emo¬ 
tion”  to  be  shunned,  he  said,  “guilt  is  the 
guardian  of  our  goodness.”  He  added 
that  a  sense  of  guilt  is  particularly  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  development  of  conscience  in 
children  and  their  later  ability  to  avoid 
antisocial  behavior. 

To  that  we  offer  a  resounding  “Amen.” 
Dr.  Gaylin’s  comments  go  against 
almost  everything  we  usually  hear  about 
“guilt  trips”  and  “guilt-free  living”  from 
persons  in  his  profession,  but  they  are  on 
target  as  far  as  they  go. 

His  views  also  effectively  —  though 
perhaps  unintentionally  —  tweak  those  of 
us  in  the  church  who  for  years  have 
tended  to  parrot  the  latest  fads  in  psycho¬ 
logical  and/or  humanistic  thought. 
Instead  of  similarly  challenging  on  bibli¬ 
cal  grounds  the  idea  that  “the  good  life” 
is  characterized  by  a  sense  of  guiltless¬ 
ness,  however,  we’ve  tended  to  abandon 
our  roots  and  echo  the  latest  "there’s  no 
reason  to  feel  guilty”  line. 

From  the  beginning  of  Genesis  to  the 
end  of  Revelation,  guilt  feelings  are  the 
predictable  result  when  human  beings  do 
what  we  ought  not  to  do,  or  fail  to  do  what 
we  ought  to  do.  Guilt  is  rooted  in  human 
sin  —  another  popularly  disdained  idea 
today  —  and  is  the  natural  consequence 
of  ignoring  the  way  God  created  human 
life  to  be  lived.  When  we  “feel  guilty”  — 
as  when  the  Prodigal  Son  “came  to 
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himself”  —  it  is  usually  safe  to  assume 
that  we've  done  something  wrong  and 
need  to  make  things  right. 

Consequently,  we  need  to  emphasize 
anew  that  the  ability  to  feel  guilt  is  not  a 
“bad  trip”  to  be  avoided  at  almost  any 
cost  but  rather  a  gift  from  God  which 
helps  human  beings  to  live  with  moral 
and  spiritual  integrity. 

Like  any  other  human  feeling,  one’s 
sense  of  guilt  can  become  exaggerated 
and  distorted  to  the  degree  that  it  crip¬ 
ples  rather  than  enhances  one’s  emotion¬ 
al  and  spiritual  well-being.  A  sense  of 
guilt  likewise  can  be  destructive  when  it  is 
inflicted  by  one  human  being  onto  an¬ 
other.  Kept  in  proper  perspective,  how¬ 
ever,  our  guilt  feelings  call  us  back  when 
we  stray  from  God’s  direction  for  our 
lives  and  nudge  us  to  reorder  our  relation¬ 
ship  with  Him  and/or  with  other  persons. 

Dr.  Gaylin’s  insights  regarding  the 
positive  value  of  guilt  also  should  serve 
as  a  reminder  of  the  fickleness  and  fad¬ 
dishness  of  human  thought  which  makes 
no  provision  for  God.  As  Christians,  we 
should  not  be  reluctant  to  use  the  tools 
and  insights  of  secular  reason,  but  we 
should  be  careful  not  to  let  them  displace 
our  reliance  on  the  truth  God  reveals  to 
us  through  Scripture  and  Christian  tradi¬ 
tion.  Instead  of  allowing  ourselves  to  be 
seduced  by  worldly  wisdom,  we  as 
Christians  always  should  look  for  ways  to 
witness  to  God’s  truth  among  those  who 
have  chosen  to  follow  other  paths. 

On  the  specific  subject  of  “guilt,”  if 
anyone  is  not  prepared  to  accept 
Christian  teaching  on  biblical  grounds, 
then  we  should  by  all  means  encourage 
them  to  take  seriously  the  views  of  at 
least  one  psychoanalyst  whom  we 
believe  to  be  on  the  right  track. 
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Gandhi  and  E .  Stanley  Jones:  a 
needed  lesson  in  setting  priorities 


By  GARY  EXMAN 

The  great  Mahatma  Gandhi  has  most 
recently  been  acclaimed  for  his  role  in 
India’s  struggle  for  independence.  Gand¬ 
hi  and  his  teachings  were  emulated  by 
Martin  Luther  King  as  he  led  blacks  in 
this  country  in  their  struggles  for  equal¬ 
ity  during  the  1960s.  Even  more  recent¬ 
ly,  the  Polish  people  led  by  Lech  Walesa 
have  exhibited  the  use  of  passive  nonvi¬ 
olent  resistance  which  Gandhi  espoused. 
Some  of  those  who  are  active  in  the  anti¬ 
nuclear  movement  are  using  Gandhi’s 
method  of  nonviolent  resistance. 

We  in  the  church  should  give  Gandhi 


My 


Witness 

Lincoln  story  reflects 
wisdom  of  the  Bible 


By  HORACE  T.  CONNETT 
Some  thoughts  following  a  recent  Sun¬ 
day  School  lesson:  Jerry  is  a  Christian, 
but  he  always  insists  that  he  is  not  going 
to  do  more  than  his  “fair  share.”  Do  you 
agree?  The  answer  is,  “Jerry  needs  to 
learn  that  we  serve  the  Lord,  not  people. 
Going  the  extra  mile  brings  the  deepest 
joy” 

When  I  read  this,  I  thought  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  story.  Abraham  Lincoln  and  a 
friend  were  driving  along  a  country  road 
discussing  the  question,  why  do  we  help 
people  in  trouble?  Lincoln  said,  “We 
have  a  selfish  reason.”  His  friend  dis¬ 
agreed,  and  said  we  were  kind  and  had 


pity  on  them. 

They  soon  came  to  where  a  pig  was  fas¬ 
tened  under  a  fence.  Lincoln  got  out  and 
loosed  the  pig.  His  friend  said  it  was  kind 
of  him  to  have  pity  on  the  pig.  Lincoln 
replied,  “That  was  not  the  reason.” 
When  his  friend  asked,  “Why  then?”  Lin¬ 
coln  replied,  “I  wanted  to  sleep  tonight.” 

How  many  of  us  will  be  willing  to  read 
Malachi  3:10  and  follow  its  instructions? 
Let’s  see  if  the  Lord  will  open  the  win¬ 
dows  of  Heaven  and  pour  out  several 
nights  of  peaceful  sleep. 

This  week's  contributor,  Horace  T. 
Connett,  lives  in  Faucett,  Missouri. 


credit.  The  principles  he  espoused  were 
credible  indeed.  His  life  was  that  of  great¬ 
ness:  only  one  in  a  million  could  have 
attained  his  inner  discipline  and  selfless 
commitment  for  others  of  all  classes  and 
races.  We  would  serve  the  world  well  to 
embrace  his  teachings. 

We  in  the  church  also  need  to  give  the 
concept  of  nonviolent  resistance  credit  as 
a  forceful  means  of  change.  It  worked  for 
India  under  Gandhi’s  superb  leadership. 
It  worked  for  Martin  Luther  King.  Our 
prayers  are  for  Lech  Walesa  that  it  will 
work  in  Poland. 

When  Gandhi  and  his  principles  were 
influencing  India,  Methodism’s  own  E. 
Stanley  Jones  was  working  to  bring  India 
to  Christ.  From  their  first  encounter, 
these  two  men  immediately  developed  a 
similar  admiration  for  each  other.  Over 
many  years  the  two  of  them  exchanged 
and  interchanged  many  theories  and 
beliefs. 

disciplined  human  beings  who  ever  lived, 
Jones  could  have  concluded  their  rela¬ 
tionship  with  his  admiration  for  Gandhi 
and  his  Hindu  principles.  However, 
Gandhi’s  principles  were  derived  from 
both  the  Hindu  religion  and  from  Jesus’ 
teachings  in  the  New  Testament.  Jones 
once  observed  that  Gandhi  was  more 
Christian  as  a  devout  Hindu  than  many 
who  profess  to  follow  Christ. 

Let  us  give  Dr.  Jones  credit,  however, 
for  he  was  not  satisfied  with  just  having 
respect  for  his  renowned  Hindu  friend. 
No,  Dr.  Jones  was  an  evangelist,  and  he 
wanted  to  know  what  Gandhi  was  going 
to  do  with  Christ.  He  knew  Gandhi  ad- 


Church  best  source  of  healing  during  clergy  divorce 


To  the  Editor 

Since  last  Sunday  was  the  first  Sunday 
I  led  worship  as  a  separated/soon-to-be- 
divorced  minister,  I  found  great  interest 
in  Charles  L.  Cooper’s  "Here  I  Stand” 
article  regarding  clergy  divorce  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  6). 

I  appreciate  and  empathize  with  Mr. 
Cooper’s  personal  experience,  but  must 
take  strong  issue  with  his  proposal  that  a 
divorcing  clergy  take  an  automatic  six 
month  “leave  taking”  (leave  of  ab¬ 
sence). 

I  can  assure  you  that  there  were  10  mil¬ 
lion  other  places  I  would  rather  have 
been  last  Sunday  than  leading  worship. 
But  I  knew  that  if  I  were  to  take  off,  it 
would  only  have  postponed  the  inevita¬ 
ble,  and  the  waiting  would  have  made  the 
anxiety  through  anticipation  only  worse. 
I  was  overwhelmed,  but  not  surprised,  by 
the  caring  and  generous  response  of  our 
people  to  both  my  former  wife  and 
myself.  For  us,  the  only  way  out  is  the 
way  through. 

I  am  discovering  that  the  best  source  of 
healing  is  my  church  community.  Not 
only  do  they  want  to  extend  grace,  but  I 
believe  they  need  to,  as  a  way  of  dealing 
with  their  grief  over  our  situation.  Real 
ministry  flows  both  ways.  To  separate 
myself  from  the  church  community 
would  cut  off  all  healing  and  reconcilia¬ 
tion. 

Each  marriage  failure  is  different  and 
unique.  It  is  impossible  to  dictate  an 
across-the-board  policy  which  would  be 
fair,  appropriate,  and  workable  for  all. 
Our  East  Ohio  Conference  policy  re¬ 
quires  close  consultation  with  the  local 
Pastor-Parish  Relations  Committee, 
Board  of  Ministry,  District  Superinten¬ 
dent,  and  the  bishop,  and  leaves  the  op¬ 
tions  open  for  individual  needs  and  situa¬ 
tions.  It  is  as  graceful  and  helpful  a 
policy  as  I  have  seen,  and  now  experi¬ 
ence,  in  what  is  always  a  painful  and 
difficult  time. 

Stuart  P.  Stephens 

Sandusky,  Ohio 
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Maclin  defection 
from  BGM  criticized 

To  the  Editor: 

With  pain  I  read  Roy  Beck’s  article 
about  H.  T.  Maclin’s  retreat  from  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  which  nur¬ 
tured  him  (UMR,  Jan.  6). 

Mr.  Maclin’s  three-fold  reasons  for  ac¬ 
cepting  the  leadership  of  the  recalcitrant 
“The  Mission  Society  for  (some)  United 
Methodists”  are  blurred  and  self- 
serving.  To  somehow  allow  a  group  of 
prima  donna  ministers  of  larger  churches 
(who  seem  to  forget  that  they  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  an  itinerancy  with  connectional 
ties  to  the  rest  of  us)  crown  him  king  of  a 
renegade  “mission”  structure  to  BGM  in 
order  to  add  “vigor  and  zeal  to  the  mis¬ 
sion  effort”  IS  self-serving. 

As  one  who  has  followed  Mr.  Maclin’s 
career  from  close-at-hand  and  from  afar, 
I  find  his  defection  most  unfortunate,  not 
only  for  his  professional  life,  but  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  for  the  mis¬ 
sionary  movement  of  our  great  denomi¬ 
nation. 

Fortunately  for  the  church,  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  will  survive  (and  ex¬ 
pand,  I  might  add)  despite  the  foolhardi¬ 
ness  of  Mr.  Maclin  and  the  likes  of  the  Ed 
Robbs,  Gerry  Andersons,  and  Ira  Galla- 
ways  who  insist  on  writing  the  rule-book 
for  the  rest  of  us.  God  save  us  from  over¬ 
bearing  bigotry. 

Hopefully  Mr.  Maclin  and  the  rest  will 
live  long  enough  to  realize  the  damage 
they  could  create  in  the  cause  of  United 
Methodist  missions. 

Cecil  P.  E.  Pottieger 
Media,  Pennsylvania 

New  missions  agency 

defended,  Acts  quoted 

To  the  Editor : 

What  a  thrill  to  read  of  the  formation  of 
a  new  supplemental  mission  sending 
agency!  (see  UMR,  Jan.  6)  The  task  of 
winning  the  three-fourths  of  our  world’s 
population  which  is  yet  non-Christian  is 
so  immense  that  every  new  effort  is  an 
encouragement. 

Approximately  100  years  ago,  women 
felt  called  of  God  to  organize  in  order  to 
better  accomplish  the  call  of  God  in  their 


lives.  They  received  the  same  kinds 
of  criticism  and  opposition  (“devi- 
sive”  . .  .  “duplication”  .  . .  "rivalry”  . . . 
“more  harm  than  good”  .  .  .)  from  the 
church  establishment  of  their  day  as  the 
new  “Mission  Society  for  United  Method¬ 
ists”  will  no  doubt  receive  from  the  church 
establishment  of  our  day!  But  today  United 
Methodist  Women  are  themselves  part  of 
the  church  establishment,  and  we  look 
back  at  those  early  days  with  a  bit  of 
amusement  that  the  church  was  so  short¬ 
sighted!  Perhaps  members  of  UMW,  at 
least,  will  be  able  to  learn  from  the  les¬ 
sons  of  history  and  not  b^  doomed  to  re¬ 
peat  its  mistakes  . 

Pluralism  is  one  of  our  favorite  words 
these  days.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  now 
have  a  great  opportunity  to  see  if  we 
really  are  serious  about  it  or  not.  Will  we 
be  creative  and  flexible  enough  to  allow 
the  possibility  that  God  may  be  doing 
something  new  in  our  midst,  or  will  we  be 
so  institutionally  defensive  and  protec¬ 
tive  that  we  close  that  door? 

Perhaps  it  may  be  time  to  take  the  ad¬ 
vice  which  Gamaliel  gave  the  Sanhedrin 
in  Acts  5:  “Therefore  in  the  present  case 
I  advise  you:  Leave  them  alone!  Let 
them  go !  For  if  their  purpose  or  activity 
is  of  human  origin  it  will  fail.  But  if  it  is 
from  God,  you  will  not  be  able  to  stop 
them ;  you  will  only  find  yourselves  fight¬ 
ing  against  God. 

Let’s  celebrate  the  fact  that  God  may 
be  trying  to  do  something  new  and  ex¬ 
citing  as  we  enter  our  third  century ! 

Helen  Rhea  Coppedge 

Ft.  Valley,  Georgia 

Alternate  perspective 
on  Cabbage  Patch  mania 

To  the  Editor : 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  Spurgeon 
Dunnam ’s  article  headlined  “Is  Cabbage 
Patch  search  time  wasted?”  (UMR, 
Dec.  23) 

It  has  been  my  experience  to  view  this 
mania  from  the  outside  also,  as  my  three 
children  did  not  request  these  hard-to- 
find  creatures.  I  fully  agree  with  Mr. 
Dunnam ’s  points  on  spending  genuine 
time  seeking  to  bring  joy  to  others,  espe¬ 
cially  when  it  becomes  a  sacrifice  of 
yourself.  I,  too,  spent  many  hours  and 
miles  searching  to  fulfill  my  children's 
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wishes  for  very  hard-to-find  gifts. 

One  of  the  most  rewarding  examples  of 
this  genuine  love  of  sharing  came  to  the 
Boston  area  when  a  little  seven-year-old 
girl  donated  her  Cabbage  Patch  doll  to  a 
local  radio  station  raising  funds  for  the 
Boston  Children’s  Hospital.  Within  5 
minutes  a  local  business  called  to  buy 
this  scarce  commodity.  The  offer  was 
$1,000  and  one  condition.  The  condition 
was  that  the  doll  be  returned  to  its  ori¬ 
ginal  donor. 

If  that  wasn’t  enough,  the  little  girl  ac¬ 
cepted  the  condition,  took  the  doll  and 
went  directly  to  the  children’s  hospital. 
There  she  gave  the  doll  to  a  child  about  to 
undergo  a  very  serious  operation.  A  true 
and  genuine  sacrifice. 

However,  this  craze  of  searching  des¬ 
perately  for  Cabbage  Patch  dolls  has 
caused  many  people  to  forget  their  origi¬ 
nal  intent  of  the  sacrifice.  This  sacrifice 
of  time  for  many  became  a  mission  of 
seek,  destroy  and  conquer  to  fulfill  their 
quest. 

When  you  read  of  an  elderly  man  or  a 
pregnant  woman  being  knocked  down 
and  trampled  by  a  crowd  of  Cabbage 
Patch  seekers,  you  begin  to  question  the 
intent  of  the  sacrifice.  When  store  clerks 
need  to  fight  off  crowds  with  baseball 
bats,  or  store  owners  advertise  to  buy 
back  your  dolls  for  a  higher  price  only  to 
resell  them  at  an  even  higher  price,  you 
are  seeing  actions  that  go  beyond  gen¬ 
uine  sacrifice. 


My  heart  pours  out  to  those  who  gen¬ 
uinely  sought  these  dolls  in  order  to 
spread  joy  to  others.  But  those  who 
became  caught  up  in  the  mob-like  actions 
need  to  re-evaluate  their  intentions.  We 
need  to  make  sure  our  actions  demon¬ 
strate  that  we  have  not  lost  sight  of  the 
real  reason  our  time  is  being  sacrificed. 
Wayne  C.  Croswell 
N.  Tewksbury,  Massachusetts 

What’s  in  a  banner? 

To  the  Editor: 

One  can’t  help  but  notice  the  “John 
3:16”  banners  that  have  been  showing  up 
lately  on  the  sidelines  of  televised  foot¬ 
ball  games.  I,  for  one,  will  believe  there 
is  a  real  religious  revival  taking  place/Mi 
this  country  when  I  see  “Matthew  25:40” 
on  these  banners  instead. 

Brian  Wales 
Silver  Springs,  Florida 


Gary  Exman 
hered  to  Christian  principles,  but  Gandhi 
had  not  met  the  Person  of  Christianity. 
The  two  men  discussed  Christ  on  numer¬ 
ous  occasions.  Jones  once  wrote  to  Gand¬ 
hi:  “You  know  my  love  for  you.  I  have 
tried  to  interpret  you  and  your  move¬ 
ment  to  the  West.  I  had  thought  you  had 
grasped  the  center  of  the  Christian  faith, 
but  I’m  afraid  I  will  have  to  change  my 
mind.  You  have  grasped  certain  princi- 

“E.  Stanley  Jones’ 
primary  interest  was 
leading  people  to  the 
Person.  Principles 
were  secondary,  as  he 
warned  the  great 
Gandhi  himself.” 

pies  which  have  molded  you  and  made 
you  great.  But  while  you  have  grasped 
the  principles,  I  feel  you  have  missed  the 
Person.  .  .Here  I  think  you  are  weakest 
in  your  grasp.  .  .May  I  suggest  that  you 
penetrate  through  the  principles  to  the 
Person  and  then  come  back  and  tell  us 
what  you  have  found.” 

Gandhi’s  reply:  “I  appreciate  the  love 
underlying  the  letter  and  kind  thought  for 
my  welfare.  But  my  difficulty  is  of  long 
standing.  Other  friends  have  pointed  it  | 
out  before  now.  I  cannot  grasp  the  posi¬ 
tion  by  the  intellect.  The  heart  must  be 
touched.  Saul  became  Paul,  not  by  an  in¬ 
tellectual  effort,  but  by  something  touch-  i 
ing  his  heart." 

Like  so  many  persons  in  the  Eastern  as ; 
well  as  our  own  Western  cultures,  Gand¬ 
hi  was  so  close  and  yet  so  far  from  a  per¬ 
sonal  experience  with  the  Person  of! 
Christ.  Gandhi  was  trying  to  find  God 
through  disciplined  attainment.  But  one 
only  finds  God  through  obtainment  — 
through  grace  as  we  accept  Christ. 

Yes,  let  us  give  E.  Stanley  Jones 
credit.  Although  he  respected  Gandhi’s 
attainments,  Jones  tried  to  lead  him  to 
obtainment.  Jones  was  involved  with 
nonviolent  passive  resistance.  He, 
worked  diligently  before  World  War  II  to 
keep  peace  between  the  powers  of  the 
world  at  that  time.  He  was  against  nu¬ 
clear  war  before  most  western  minds 
understood  its  ramifications. 

One  of  our  bishops  recently  told  the 
clergy  of  his  annual  conference  that  the 
greatest  subject  for  the  pulpit  today  is 
how  to  overcome  nuclear  holocaust  with 
nonviolent  resistance.  E.  Stanley  Jones 
never  put  nonviolent  resistance  nor  the 
issues  involving  nuclear  war  —  noble  as 
they  are  —  before  presenting  Christ.  His 
primary  interest  was  tending  people  to 
the  Person.  Principles  were  secondary, 
as  he  warned  the  great  Gandhi  himself. 
The  primary  emphasis  was  “What  have 
you  done  about  the  Person  Christ?” 
Bringing  others  to  the  radical  life-chang¬ 
ing  Christ  was  his  whole  life. 

We  should  give  E.  Stanley  Jones  credit. 
He  kept  his  priorities  straight.  What  did 
he  have  to  offer  Gandhi?  He  had  the  Per¬ 
son  Christ  to  offer  him.  And  what  do  we 
of  the  church  have  to  offer  the  world  to¬ 
day?  Our  number  one  priority  is  the  Per¬ 
son  Christ.  The  issues  of  the  day  change, 
but  The  Issue  of  the  church’s  ministry  is 
unchanging.  Let  us  keep  our  priorities 
straight.  Let  us  present  first  and  fore¬ 
most  the  Person  Christ.  All  other  issues 
are  secondary.  Let  us  be  on  with  our  pri¬ 
mary  task. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Gary 
W.  Exman,  is  pastor  of  the  Convoy  UMC 
in  Convoy,  Ohio  ( East  Ohio  Conference),. 


On  the  UMR  beat 

Prevent  ‘theological  whiplash’: 
try  reading  someone  else 5 s  Bible 


An  Argentina-born  evangelist  was  talk¬ 
ing  about  underlining  favorite  Bible  ver¬ 
ses  —  and  stepping  on  toes. 

I  had  a  good  seat  where  I  could  look 
into  opened  Bibles  from  the  back  of  a 
room  filled  with  some  1,300  United  Meth¬ 
odists  at  the  Congress  on  Evangelism  in 
Kissimmee,  Fla.  (see  Reporter,  Jan.  20). 

"There  aren’t  just  four  Gospels  in  the 
Bible,”  said  the  Rev.  Juan  Carlos  Ortiz. 
“There’s  a  fifth  one  —  the  Gospel  accord¬ 
ing  to  St.  Evangelicals.” 

That’s  the  one  with  all  the  “nice  ver¬ 
ses”  about  Jesus  as  Saviour  that  evan¬ 
gelicals  like  to  underline  and  to  quote,  he 
said.  This  “gospel”  doesn’t  include  verses 
like  the  one  in  which  Jesus  told  the  rich 
young  man  to  sell  all  his  possessions  and 
to  give  the  proceeds  to  the  poor.  “That 
doesn’t  sound  like  Good  News,"  Mr.  Ortiz 
said  amidst  laughter  from  an  audience 
sprinkled  liberally  with  “evangelicals.” 

He  said  a  sixth  “gospel”  can  similarly 
be  found  by  looking  at  the  verses  empha¬ 
sized  by  Christian  social  actitivists.  He 
noted  that  the  verses  comprising  the  fifth 
and  sixth  “gospels”  are  almost  entirely 
different  from  each  other. 

He  asked  the  audience  to  open  their 
Bibles  to  look  at  some  examples.  Before 
me  opened  a  sea  of  underlines  with  wave 


after  wave  of  yellow  highlighter  mark¬ 
ings. 

“How  many  of  you  would  like  to  find 
what  is  lacking  in  your  spiritual  lives?” 
Mr.  Ortiz  suddenly  asked. 

Hands  rose  —  at  first  with  timidity  but 
finally  with  some  enthusiasm  throughout 
the  huge  ballroom. 

"Then  read  the  verses  you  haven’t 
underlined!”  shouted  the  Presbyterian 
evangelist  who  now  lives  in  California. 

The  audience  erupted  with  applause 
and  laughter  at  being  caught  by  Mr. 
Ortiz’  reminder  that  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  cannot  be  reduced  merely  to  echo 
the  pet  concerns  of  any  single  group  of 
Christians. 

Mr.  Ortiz  says  he  can  guess  the  de¬ 
nomination  of  persons  by  looking  at  the 
verses  underlined  in  their  Bibles. 

I  knew  what  he  meant.  After  more  than 
three  years  of  attending  national  United 
Methodist  meetings,  I  believe  I  could 
come  close  to  ascertaining  which  agency 
or  interest  group  is  sponsoring  an  event 
by  the  Scripture  passages  and  hymns 
used.  I  sometimes  wonder  if  they  use  the 
same  Bible  and  hymn  book. 

I  get  theological  whiplash  going  from 
one  meeting  to  another.  At  one,  an  in¬ 
quirer  about  the  Christian  faith  might  be- 
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lieve  the  whole  of  the  Gospel  is  found  in 
Mary’s  Magnificat  and  Jesus’  reading 
from  Isaiah  on  setting  at  liberty  those 
who  are  oppressed.  At  the  next,  every¬ 
thing  of  importance  appears  to  be  sum¬ 
marized  in  Jesus’  call  for  individuals  to 
repent  of  sin,  believe  in  Him  and  make 
disciples  of  others. 

The  same  basic  groupings  are  found  in 
our  local  churches,  along  with  a  very 
large  group  of  folks  who  don’t  wrestle  with 
the  difficult  verses  in  either  the  fifth  or 
sixth  “gospels.” 

I  can’t  help  wondering  what  God  might 
do  through  our  church  if  each  of  us  de¬ 
cided  to  take  seriously  the  underlinings 
and  yellow  highlightings  in  somebody 
else’s  Bible.  What  if  each  of  the  groups  in 
which  we  participate  were  regularly  to 
reach  out  and  solicit  input  from  persons 
who  emphasize  parts  of  the  Scripture  we 
tend  to  neglect? 

Perhaps  —  to  paraphrase  Mr.  Ortiz  — 
those  Christians  who  “underline”  scrip¬ 
tural  teachings  different  from  our  favo¬ 
rites  may  offer  us  as  individuals,  groups 
and  general  agencies  just  what  is  lacking 
in  our  becoming  whole  —  rather  than 
partial  —  Christian  disciples. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Where  in  the  World 
IsThe  United 
Methodist  Church 
in  Mission? 


AFRICA:  Algeria. 

Angola,  Botswana,  Burundi,  Cameroon, 

Egypt,  Ethiopia,  Gabon,  Ghana.  Kenya,  Lesotho, 

Liberia,  Madagascar,  Malawi,  Mali,  Mauritius, 
Mozambique,  Namibia,  Niger,  Nigeria,  Rwanda,  Senegal, 

Sierra  Leone,  Somalia,  South  Africa,  Sudan,  Swaziland,  Tanzania, 
Tunisia,  Uganda,  Zaire,  Zambia,  Zimbabwe.  ASIA:  Bangladesh,  Burma, 
Hong  Kong,  India,  Indonesia,  Japan,  Kampuchea,  Laos,  Malaysia,  Nepal, 
Pakistan,  Philippines,  Singapore,  South  Korea,  Sri  Lanka  (Ceylon),  Taiwan, 
Thailand,  Vietnam.  THE  AMERICAS:  NORTH-Umted  States,  Puerto  Rico. 
Virgin  Islands;  CENTRAL-Costa  Rica,  El  Salvador,  Guatemala,  Honduras. 
Mexico,  Nicaragua,  Panama;  SOUTH -Argentina,  Bolivia,  Brazil,  Chile. 
Ecuador,  Peru,  Uruguay.  THE  CARIBBEAN:  Antigua,  Bahamas, 
Barbados,  Belize,  Cuba,  Curacao,  Dominica,  Dominican  Republic, 
Grenada,  Guyana,  Haiti,  Jamaica,  St.  Maarten,  St.  Vincent,  Trinidad 
and  Tobago.  SOUTH  PACIFIC:  POLYNESIA-Western  Samoa. 
Tonga;  MELANESIA— Fiji,  New  Caledonia,  Papua  New  Guinea, 
Solomon  Islands,  Vanuatu;  MICRONESIA  EUROPE:  Austria, 
Belgium,  Bulgaria,  Czechoslovakia,  Denmark,  Greece,  Finland. 

France,  Germany,  Hungary,  Italy,  Norway,  Poland, 

Portugal,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  Yugoslavia. 

MIDDLE  EAST:  Israel,  Jordan, 

Lebanon,  Turkey. 


All  across  the  globe,  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
is  involved  in  proclaiming  the  Gospel  in  word  and-  deed. 
Missionaries,  other  Persons  in  Mission  and  National  Christian 
leaders  witness  to  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  for  all  people. 
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New  mission  society  called  threat  to  church  order 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO  —  The  president  of  United 
Methodism’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  appealed  to  all  UM 
bishops  for  help  in  dealing  with  a  recent¬ 
ly  started,  unofficial  UM  missionary 
agency  (see  Reporter,  Dec.  9  and  Jan.  6). 

Bishop  Jesse  R.  DeWitt  of  Chicago  said 
the  new  effort  by  dissident  UM  pastors 
and  mission  professionals  is  not  “con¬ 
doned”  by  church  rules  and  “discredits 
the  entire  system.” 

He  asked  bishops  to  prayerfully  con¬ 
sider  to  what  extent  the  new  agency  will 


“further  erode  established  patterns  of 
giving”  within  the  denomination. 

Bishops  of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  described  the  formation  of  the  agen¬ 
cy  —  called  the  “Mission  Society  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists”  —  as  posing  a  “crisis.” 

'  A  spokeswoman  for  Global  Ministries, 
Betty  Thompson,  told  the  Reporter  the 
Mission  Society  is  being  seen  not  as  just  a 
threat  to  Global  Ministries  but  as  a 
“threat  to  the  administrative  order  of  the 
whole  church.” 

The  executive  committee  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  last  week  appointed  a 
special  committee  of  bishops  to  identify 


and  clarify  critical  issues  raised  by  the 
Mission  Society  and  to  report  to  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  spring  meeting. 

Bishop  Edsel  A.  Ammons  of  the  Michi¬ 
gan  Area  last  week  sent  a  letter  to  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  Judicial  Council  "register¬ 
ing  a  strong  personal  protest”  about  the 
forming  of  the  new  agency.  “It  is  my 
judgment  that  this  action  not  only  is  mis¬ 
leading  and  untimely  but  illegal,”  par¬ 
ticularly  because  “United  Methodist”  is 
in  the  name,  he  said. 

The  bishop  said  he  hopes  the  matter 
will  be  put  on  the  agenda  of  General  Con¬ 
ference. 


Meanwhile,  the  Mission  Society  has 
begun  operations  in  an  office  in  Atlanta. 
The  Rev.  H.  T.  Maclin  after  31  years  on 
the  staff  of  Global  Ministries  began  work 
last  week  as  the  executive  director  of  the 
Mission  Society. 

Responsibility  to  maintain  order 

In  a  two-page  “outline  for  Discussion,” 
Bishop  DeWitt  reminded  the  bishops  they 
have  a  special  “responsibility  for  main¬ 
taining  administrative  order.”  Only  the 
UMC’s  General  Conference  has  the 
“power  to  establish  a  general  program 
agency,”  he  said. 


Prints  of  bicentennial  painting  will  help 
fund  evangelism  courses  in  seminaries 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

KISSIMMEE,  Fla.  -  A  four-foot  by 
six-foot  Bicentennial  painting,  unveiled 
here  Jan.  8,  so  captured  the  attention  of 
participants  at  the  recent  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Congress  on  Evangelism  that  some 
people  leaning  long  and  intently  toward 
the  art  looked  as  though  they  too  expect¬ 
ed  to  get  a  message  from  white-haired 
John  Wesley  in  the  middle. 

The  portly  gentleman  in  the  bow  of  the 
boat  receiving  last-minute  instruction  is 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Coke. 

It  is  September  1784  in  the  brightly  col¬ 
ored  painting  by  Kenneth  Wyatt,  a  noted 
American  West  artist. 

Wesley  is  in  the  village  of  Pill,  Eng¬ 
land.  He  is  sending  Coke  to  America  to 
ordain  Francis  Asbury. 

During  late  December  1784,  Dr.  Coke 
helped  start  an  American  Methodist 
denomination  of  which  he  and  Asbury 
became  the  first  bishops.  One  of  the  most 
amazing  church  growth  stories  in  history 
followed. 

Prints  offered 

The  Foundation  for  Evangelism,  an  af¬ 
filiate  group  of  United  Methodism’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship,  commission¬ 
ed  the  oil  painting.  On  March  1,  it  will  of¬ 
fer  20-inch  by  28-inch  prints  for  $100  each. 
Its  stated  goal  is  that  each  of  the  38,000 
UM  congregations  will  display  a  print  con¬ 
stantly  to  remind  their  members  of  the 
primary  emphasis  of  the  early  church: 
making  Christian  disciples. 

Mr.  Wyatt  described  what  is  happening 
in  the  center  of  the  painting: 

“Wesley  is  81  and  still  vibrant  but 
physically  unable  to  make  the  voyage 
himself.  This  has  been  a  great  decision, 
not  a  hasty  one. 

“The  exact  ^ords  John  Wesley  had  for 
Thomas  Coke  are  not  recorded.  But  they 
must  have  been,  as  he  leaned  there,  his 
eyes  locked  with  those  of  his  envoy, 
words  that  he  had  said  so  many  times  be¬ 
fore: 

“  ‘Offer  them  Christ!’  ” 

That  is  the  title  of  the  painting.  Plans 
now  are  for  it  to  be  moved  around  to  vari¬ 
ous  large  UM  gatherings  and  to  hang  in 
the  Upper  Room  museum  in  Nashville, 


"Offer  them  Christ”  is  the  title  of  the  4  X  6-foot  Bicentennial  painting  by  artist  Kenneth  Wyatt,  above,  of  Tuna, 
Texas,  unveiled  during  the  recent  Congress  on  Evangelism  in  Kissimmee,  Fla.  The  proceeds  from  sales  of  the 
prints  are  to  help  establish  and  fund  the  addition  of  professors  of  evangelism  at  United  Methodist  seminaries. 
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said  the  Rev.  Charles  E.  Kinder,  director 
of  the  foundation. 

Evangelism  professors  funded 

After  costs  are  paid,  money  from  the 
sale  of  the  prints  primarily  will  help  es¬ 
tablish  and  fund  .professors  of  evange¬ 
lism  at  United  Methodist  seminaries,  Mr. 
Kinder  said. 

“For  a  long  time,  most  seminaries 
have  not  considered  evangelism  to  be  an 
academic  discipline,”  he  said. 

Participants  at  the  Congress  on  Evan¬ 
gelism  cheered  the  announcement  that 
the  Foundation  is  providing  full  funding 
for  an  evangelism  professorship  that  be¬ 


‘Peace  with  justice’ 
program  gets  ready 


WASHINGTON  ( UMNS)  -  Focused  on 
congregations,  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  “peace  with  justice”  program 
was  ready  in  mid-January  to  move  into 
action. 

“Everything  we  do  will  be  designed  to 
foster  peace  with  justice  at  the  congrega¬ 
tional  level,”  the  Rev.  Heidi  Hilf,  project 
director,  told  United  Methodist  News 
Service.  “We  will  be  trying  to  mobilize 
nine  million  United  Methodists  to  witness 
for  a  faithful,  disarmed,  just  and  secure 
world.” 

The  peace  with  justice  emphasis  was 
assigned  to  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  here  by  the  1980  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  but  no  specific  funding 
was  provided.  Since  then,  the  board  has 
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African  Palms 


If  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  income 
averoges  $55  per  year  to  buy  the  bare 
necessities  of  life  and  to  help  fill 
agricultural,  educational, 
vocational  and  health  needs.  All 
work  done  in  this  country  is 
volunteered.  Orders  are 
acknowledged  and  must  be 
received  by  March  15  to  assure 
delivery  by  Palm  Sunday.  Rates 
based  on  $6.00  per  100.  $3.00  per  50,  in 
multiples  of  50.  Only  individual-sized 
palm  crosses  ore  available.  Inquiries 
invited.  Include  your  street  address 
for  United  Parcel  Service  delivery 
AFRICAN  PALMS,  P.  O.  Box  575, 
Olney.MD  20832. 


sought  to  find  money  to  mount  a  major 
effort,  but  without  success. 

In  March  of  1983,  board  directors  ap¬ 
proved  a  plan  whereby  $100,000  will  be 
taken  from  reserve  funds  during  a  period 
of  12  months. 

An  indication  of  annual  conference  in¬ 
terest  in  the  effort  can  be  gained  from  15 
such  units  earlier  asking  that  peace  with 
justice  be  made  the  church’s  missional 
priority  for  1985-88,  either  singly  or  as  a 
component  of  a  broader  priority.  Annual 
conference  structures  will  continue  to 
play  a  key  role.  Conference  contacts  will 
be  used  as  conduits  for  materials,  and 
Church  and  Society  directors  will  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  develop  working  relationships 
in  this  arena  in  conferences  from  which 
they  come,  Ms.  Hilf  said. 

In  addition  to  fostering  local  church  ac¬ 
tion,  the  work  during  coming  months  will 
have  three  other  major  goals.  These  are 
(1)  exploring  and  communicating  the  re¬ 
lationship  between  racism  and  the  arms 
race,  (2)  developing  a  national  peace 
with  justice  network,  and  (3)  channeling 
concern  into  direct  political  advocacy. 

In  developing  educational  materials 
and  programs  on  the  theme,  the  diverse 
political  opinions  within  congregations 
will  be  kept  in  mind,  the  project  director 
said.  Another  target  will  be  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  persons  “in  Wisconsin  what  they 
are  doing  in  Southwest  Texas,  and  vice 
versa.” 

Another  part  of  the  effort  will  be  to  co¬ 
operate  with  existing  groups  within  the 
denomination  such  as  United  Methodist 
Women,  United  Methodist  Men,  the 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  experiments  in 
small  groups,  and  campus  ministries.  At 
the  same  time,  relationships  will  be  de¬ 
veloped  with  organizations  such  as 
“Peace  Links”  which  was  originated  by 
Betty  Bumpers  of  Arkansas,  an  active 
United  Methodist  whose  husband  is  Sen. 
Dale  Bumpers  (D-Ark. ) 

In  working  with  advocates  of  a  freeze 
on  nuclear  weapons,  the  peace  with  jus¬ 
tice  activity  will  build  on  action  in  30  an¬ 
nual  conferences  supporting  such  a 
move,  Ms.  Hilf  said. 

At  the  congregational  level,  develop¬ 
ment  of  “peacemaker”  groups  will  be  en¬ 
couraged. 

Funding  for  the  program  will  run  out  in 
October. 


gins  this  month  at  UM-related  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology. 

“Five  other  seminaries  have  asked  for 
help,”  Mr.  Kinder  said. 

The  Foundation  distributed  literature 
at  the  Congress  with  an  encouragement 
from  Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw  of  the 
Minnesota  Area  for  support  from  pastors 
and  laity:  “I  believe  if  our  laity  demand¬ 
ed  and  supported  it,  every  seminary 
would  add  a  faculty  member  in  evange¬ 
lism.  If  we  don’t  get  on  with  the  basic 
business  of  the  Great  Commission,  in 
time  there  will  be  no  churches  to  which 
the  graduates  can  go,”  he  said,  referring 
to  continuing  membership  losses. 

Artist  UM  minister 

Kenneth  Wyatt  was  a  UM  minister  for 
32  years.  “I  hadn’t  painted  before  but 
discovered  that  I  could,”  he  told  the 
Reporter.  “I  asked  the  bishop  what  I 
should  do  with  this  talent,  and  he  sug¬ 
gested  I  retire  and  use  it.” 

For  13  years,  he  has  been  painting 
scenes  of  the  American  West  which  now 
are  owned  by  such  persons  as  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States  and  the  Queen 
of  England. 

As  he  usually  does,  Mr.  Wyatt  used 
people  from  his  home  town  of  Tulia,  Tex., 
as  models.  All  are  United  Methodists 
The  only  non-Tulia  model  was  the  one  for 
John  Wesley.  “Returning  from  research 


work  at  the  World  Methodist  Museum  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  and  heading  for 
the  baggage  claims  area  at  the  airport  in 
Amarillo,  Tex.,  my  eyes  fell  on  Ervin 
Kern.”  He  said  he  found  Mr.  Kern,  82,  of 
, Lakeland,  Fla.,  to  be  very  close  in  resem¬ 
blance  to  John  Wesley  and  that  he  trav¬ 
eled  to  Florida  to  put  Mr.  Kern  on  can¬ 
vas. 

Mr.  Wyatt  spent  two  weeks  in  England 
studying  agriculture,  weather,  com¬ 
merce,  navigation,  clothing  and  Wesley 
historical  records  so  as  to  create  as  accu¬ 
rate  a  portrayal  as  possible  of  a  key 
event  in  American  Methodist  history. 

Mr.  Kinder  said  the  UMC’s  Board  of 
Discipleship  is  preparing  a  special  cere¬ 
mony  of  dedication  that  will  be  mailed 
with  each  print. 

“It  is  suggested  that  the  print  be  intro¬ 
duced  to  congregations  on  Sept.  19,  the 
Sunday  following  the  200th  anniversary 
of  the  event  portrayed  in  the  painting  and 
that  the  print  be  dedicated  in  a  special 
ceremony  on  Christmas  Eve  or  on 
Sunday,  Dec.  23,  using  the  dedication 
service. 

“We  want  congregations,”  Mr.  Kinder 
said,  “to  dedicate  themselves  to  the  task 
accepted  by  the  people  in  the  print  —  to 
offer  the  world  Christ." 

The  Foundation’s  address  is  P.O.  Box 
25330,  Nashville,  Term.  37202  (Ph.  615-327- 
2916). 


“We  fail  to  find  anything  that  would 
now  commend  the  establishment  of  an¬ 
other  mission  society  —  especially  one 
standing  outside  the  established  lines  of 
accountability  of  the  connectional 
system. 

“Without  discouragement,  will  this 
proposed  (agency)  become  the  prece¬ 
dent  for  dissident  groups  to  resolve  con¬ 
flicts  with  the  church  and  its  agencies  by 
factionalism?”  Bishop  DeWitt  asked.  He 
said  he  was  encouraged  to  send  the  ap¬ 
peal  to  all  bishops  after  a  conference  call 
with  bishops  who  serve  as  directors  of 
Global  Ministries’  board. 

The  Rev.  Gerald  Anderson  of  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  board  has  received  letters 
from  at  least  two  Latin  American 
Methodist  leaders  saying  they  see  no 
need  for  another  mission  agency. 

“Please.  We  have  inherited  all  your  di¬ 
visions  and  sectarian  problems  already 
in  Latin  America,”  wrote  Bishop 
Fredrico  J.  Pagura,  president  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Argentina.  “Do  not 
add  new  elements  of  scandal  for  the  life 
and  mission  of  our  churches  in  the  diffi¬ 
cult  times  we  are  living.” 

Longstanding  concern  related 

Bishops  of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  have  responded  to  Bishop  DeWitt 
with  a  statement  that  includes  one  sen¬ 
tence  near  the  end  saying  they  “oppose” 
the  formation  of  a  second  agency. 

But  the  rest  of  their  one-page  state¬ 
ment  is  devoted  to  their  call  to  Global 
Ministries  to  re-evaluate  its  mission 
philosophy  in  light  of  what  “honest 
critics”  are  saying. 

The  Mission  Society’s  wide  base  of  sup¬ 
port  “reflects  the  deep  and  longstanding 
concern  of  many  United  Methodist  peo¬ 
ple  about  parts  of  the  philosophy,  policy 
and  program,  and  some  of  the  personnel 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  some 
of  which  concerns  we  ourselves  shai  e. 

The  bishops  said  many  United  Method¬ 
ists  have  made  prolonged  efforts  to  get 
Global  Ministries  to  consider  their  con¬ 
cerns  seriously  and  to  make  changes 
“where  careful,  objective  reflection  and 
evaluation  indicate  this  should  be  done. 

“We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  present 
crisis  is  very  serious  —  that  it  represents 
a  far  wider  base  of  concern  than  any  one 
segment  of  the  church’s  membership.  It 
should  be  addressed  with  integrity  by  the 
Board  (of  Global  Ministries)  before  criti¬ 
cal  deterioration  of  denominational  sup¬ 
port  occurs,”  the  Southeastern  bishops 
said. 

New  agency  adds  directors 

The  new  agency’s  board  of  directors 
met  two  weeks  ago  in  Kissimmee,  Fla., 
during  the  UM  Congress  on  Evangelism 
and  added  to  the  board  five  more  mem¬ 
bers,  including  a  member  of  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  top  financial  agency. 

They  are:  the  Rev.  Leighton  Farrell,  of 
the  UMC’s  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  and  pastor  of  the  de¬ 


nomination’s  second  largest  congrega¬ 
tion,  Highland  Park  UMC,  Dallas;  the 
Rev.  Robert  Souder,  pastor  of  St.  Mat¬ 
thews  UMC,  Belleville,  Ill.,  and  vice 
chairman  of  the  Mission  Society;  Pauline 
Benton,  a  laywoman  from  Port  Huron, 
Mich.;  Richard  Ney,  a  medical  doctor  in 
Indianapolis  who  has  done  overseas  work 
for  Global  Ministries;  and  the  Rev  Carl 
Harris,  pastor  of  St.  Paul  UMC, 
Florence,  S.  C.,  and  president  of  the 
UM  Council  on  Evangelism  which  is 
affiliated  with  the  General  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship. 

“We  strongly  urge  the 
Board  of  Global 
Ministries  to  look  at  its 
philosophy  of 
missions.” 

— Southeastern  bishops 

Mission  Society  directors  said  they  in 
tend  to  build  their  agency  slowly,  that 
they  have  a  few  ministers  who  have  ap¬ 
plied  to  be  the  first  missionaries  but  that 
it  may  be  several  months  before  anyone 
is  sent. 

Members  of  the  board  also  talked  at 
some  length  about  the  possibility  that 
their  careers  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  may  be  penalized  because  of 
their  participation.  Several  stated  they 
are  committed  to  the  new  agency  regard¬ 
less  of  the  consequences. 

They  showed  several  letters  from  over¬ 
seas  Methodist  leaders,  primarily  in 
Africa,  and  professors  of  missions  in  the 
United  States  indicating  support  for  the 
Mission  Society’s  stated  goal  of  supple¬ 
menting  Global  Ministries’  efforts  by 
providing  more  help  for  evangelism  in 
other  nations. 

A  spot  check  with  UM  leaders  around 
the  nation  revaled  that  the  new  agency  is 
a  hot  topic  in  many  mission  events  and  an¬ 
nual  ministers’  gatherings  now  being  held 
in  annual  conferences  and  jurisdictions. 

In  other  developments : 

•  The  40-member  board  of  directors  of 
the  unofficial  “Good  News”  caucus  voted 
last  week  to  phase  out  the  Evangelical 
Missions  Council  (EMC).  It  was  begun  10 
years  ago  to  advocate  changes  in  Global 
Ministries  to  reflect  the  concerns  of 
“evangelicals.”  The  phasing  out  is  an  in¬ 
dication  of  the  faith  “Good  News”  direc¬ 
tors  have  that  the  Mission  Society  will 
represent  their  interests  among  a  much 
broader  constituency  than  EMC,  a 
"Good  News”  spokesman  said. 

•  The  Rev.  Virgil  Maybray,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  EMC,  has  announced  he  will 
join.jthe  staff  of  the  Mission  Society  in 
July^Over  the  last  decade,  he  has  raised 
millions  of  dollars  for  missions,  most  of  it 
going  to  Global  Ministries  Advance 
Specials,  through  EMC  mission  meetings 
in  local  churches. 


Bishops  review  BGM, 
NCC  behind  closed  doors 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  A  special  committee  of 
United  Methodist  bishops  continued  their 
review  of  ecumenical  councils  and  gener¬ 
al  agencies  behind  closed  doors  here  last 
week. 

The  committee  was  appointed  last 
spring  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  to  re¬ 
spond  to  large-scale  pressure  from  many 
of  the  denomination’s  members  to  look  in¬ 
to  questions  raised  by  various  media  re¬ 
ports  about  the  National  and  World  Coun¬ 
cils  of  Churches  and  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  (BGM). 

Although  the  committee  of  nine  at  first 
discussed  holding  three  public  hearings, 


it  decided  by  the  end  of  last  year  to 
rely  on  staff  interviews  and  the  appear¬ 
ance  before  the  committee  of  selected 
persons,  said  Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel  of 
the  New  York  West  Area,  chairman  of 
the  committee. 

He  said  the  committee  is  not  allowing 
press  coverage.  It  wants  to  avoid  the  risk 
of  information  getting  out  that  might  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  conclusions  when  it  is  not, 
he  told  the  Reporter. 

The  committee  last  week  talked  with 
officials  of  Global  Ministries  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches.  At  least  two 
more  meetings  of  the  committee  are 
scheduled  before  General  Conference. 


People  in  the  news  . . 


In  Illinois,  United  Methodists  come  in  sets 


In  Marion  Ill.,  United  Methodists 
come  in  sets  of  two  and,  in  at  least  one 
instance,  in  a  set  of  four. 

First  UMC  in  Marion,  Ill.,  boasts  nine 
sets  of  twins  among  its  congregation  of 
620,  and  Verona-Mazon  UMC  near  Pon¬ 
tiac,  Ill.,  recently  baptized  quadruplets. 

The  Rev.  Barbara  D.  Lugenbeel,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  UMC,  thinks  that  nine  sets 
of  twins  is  surely  a  record  for  a  church 
that  size  and  that  it  may  be  a  record  for 


the  enure  denomination. 

“In  1982  we  had  11  sets  of  twins,"  she  re¬ 
called,  “and  the  church  sponsored  a  spe¬ 
cial  recognition  worship  service  for  them. 
Since  then  two  sets  have  moved  a  way .  ’  ’ 
She  would  like  to  know  of  other 
churches  of  comparable  size  with  large 
numbers  of  twins.  Her  address  is  208 
West  Main  Street,  Marion,  Ill.  62959. 

Charles  and  Patti-Jo  Tinsley  recently 
presented  for  baptism  their  six-month- 


old  quadruplets  —  three  boys  and  a  girl. 
Officiating  in  the  ceremony  were  the 
Rev.  Phillip  Stahl,  pastor  of  Park  St. 
Congregational  Church  (Mrs.  Tinsley’s 
former  church)  and  the  Rev.  Rubye 
Russell,  pastor  of  Verona-Mazon  UMC. 
Also  present  was  the  Tinsley’s  ten-year- 
old  daughter  Elizabeth  Jean. 

According  to  Mrs.  Russell,  this  was 
the  largest  group  she  has  baptized.  “Al¬ 
so,”  she  said,  “my  husband,  the  Rev. 


George  Russell,  district  superintendent 
of  the  Pontiac  district,  has  been  in  the 
ministry  for  30  years,  and  he  has  never 
heard  of  so  large  a  baptism.” 

After  the  baptism  ceremony  the  con¬ 
gregation  gave  a  surprise  baby  shower 
for  the  family.  “The  church  has  rallied 
around  the  Tinsleys  and  we  plan  to  sup¬ 
port  the  family  continually,”  Mrs. 
Russell  said. 

SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 


PONTIAC,  Ill.  —  Charles  and  Patti-Jo  Tinsley  of  Verona-Mazon  UMC 
here,  presented  their  six-month-old  quadruplets,  David  Andrew,  Russel 
Benjamin,  Josie  Sue,  and  Kenneth  Mack,  for  baptism.  At  right  is  big 
sister  Elizabeth  Jean,  age  10.  Officiating  the  ceremony  were  the  Rev. 
Phillip  Stahl,  pastor  of  Park  St.  Congregational  Church  and  the  Rev.  Rubye 
Russell,  pastor  of  Verona-Mazon.  bettie  story  photo 


MARION,  Ill.  —  First  United  Methodist  Church  here  recently  recognized 
nine  sets  of  twins  in  its  congregation.  Seven  sets  of  twins  are  pictured. 
Above  are,  front  row,  Shara  and  Shelly  Smothers;  second  row,  Jeff  and 
Greg  Ness,  David  and  Darin  Stinson,  Tresa  and  Lisa  Miller,  third  row, 
Kim  and  Keith  Graves,  Jerry  Felts  and  Sherry  Felts  Starrick,  Pearl  Logan 
Steele  and  Mabel  Logan  Worthen.  marion  daily  republican  photo 
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State  law ,  church  ministries  conflict  in  Nebraska 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

LOUISVILLE,  Neb.  -  United  Method¬ 
ists  have  mostly  tried  to  stay  out  of  the 
five-year  conflict  between  Nebraska 
state  education  authorities  and  the  con¬ 
troversial  church-operated  Faith  Chris¬ 
tian  School  here. 

The  dissension  flared  into  national 
headlines  last  month  when  school  leaders 
refused  to  budge  from  their  unwilling¬ 
ness  to  conform  to  state  certification 
standards.  In  defiance  of  court  orders 
they  reconvened  classes.  A  1979  court 
order  prohibited  operation  of  the  school 
until  it  met  state  requirements. 

The  Nebraska  state  education  agency 
requires  all  schools  to  have  certified 


teachers  with  at  least  a  four-year  college 
degree.  Leaders  at  Faith  Baptist  Church, 
which  operates  the  school,  say  the  state 
requirements  amount  to  ‘‘an  infringe¬ 
ment  on  their  First  Amendment  rights” 
and  that  the  state  is  attempting  to  put  hu¬ 
man  law  above  God’s  law.  Most  of  all,  the 
church  leaders  see  the  dispute  as  a  ‘‘fight 
for  religious  freedom”  that  has  national 
implications  for  all  Americans. 

Also  disputed  are  state  requirements 
that  class  attendance  and  schedules  be 
reported  and  that  a  statement  of  the 
school's  goals  and  policies  be  filed. 

Regulation  of  ministry  issue 

Those  opposing  the  state  say  their  goal 
is  “to  secure  the  right  to  carry  on  reli¬ 


gious  education  without  the  requirement 
of  government  license  for  the  school  or 
the  teachers.” 

They  say  that  if  the  state  is  to  avoid 
excessive  entanglement  in  religious  af¬ 
fairs,  the  state  must  demonstrate  a 
“compelling  state  interest"  to  justify 
regulation  of  the  ministries  of  the 
church. 

“I  have  followed  the  Louisville  case 
since  its  beginning,”  said  the  Rev.  John 
M.  Swomley,  a  professor  of  Christian 
ethics  at  UM-related  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City.  He  is  also  wide¬ 
ly  recognized  as  an  expert  in  church- 
state  issues. 

Dr.  Swomley  said  there  is  a  sense  in 
which  both  sides  are  right.  On  the  one 


1984  General  Conference 
The  Iss  ues:  Part  IV 


Ministry  proposals  said  deficient 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  The  1984  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  meet  May  1- 
11  in  Baltimore.  Delegates  will 
wear  the  medallion  at  right.  Fol¬ 
lowing  is  the  fourth  in  a  17-part 
series  of  articles  summarizing 
major  issues  which  will  face  the 
delegates.  This  is  the  second  of  two 
articles  dealing  with  proposals 
which  would  affect  United  Meth¬ 
odism's  understanding  of  ordina¬ 
tion  and  ministry. 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

In  only  19  words,  one  person  seems  to 
have  summed  up  the  mood  of  many  re¬ 
garding  modern  United  Methodist  min¬ 
istry: 

“There  is  a  general  agreement 
throughout  the  church  that  it  is  time  for 
the  establishment  of  a  permanent  dia- 
conate." 

But  Dr.  Richard  W.  Cain  did  not  in¬ 
tend,  in  that  statement,  to  support  the 
ministry  study  committee  proposal  go¬ 
ing  to  the  1984  General  Conference  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  20).  Far  from  it. 

He  is  a  leader  among  those  who  say 
they  support  the  idea  in  general  while 
vigorously  opposing  the  specifics  of  the 
report.  Among  other  things,  Dr.  Cain 
calls  it  “a  premature  and  limiting  docu¬ 
ment.” 

Dr.  Cain  was  on  the  19-person  com¬ 
mittee  which  was  asked  by  the  1980 
General  Conference  to  study  United 
Methodism’s  understanding  of  ministry 
and  to  reflect  “a  holistic  understanding 
and  ordering”  of  that  ministry  with  spe¬ 
cific  response  to  the  idea  of  a  perma¬ 
nent  diaconate. 

Dr.  Cain,  who  is  also  president  of  UM- 
related  School  of  Theology  in  Clare¬ 
mont,  Calif.,  not  only  voted  against  the 
final  proposal.  He  and  three  other  study 
committee  members  issued  a  “minori¬ 
ty  report.” 

General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  well  aware  that  its  own 
study  committee,  its  own  membership 
and  the  General  Conference  delega¬ 
tions  themselves  are  far  from  one  mind 
on  this  subject,  voted  to  send  the  three 
recommendations  from  the  minority 
report  to  General  Conference  “for  in¬ 
formation  only.” 

The  majority  report  proposes  moving 
immediately  to  two  forms  of  ordained 
United  Methodist  ministry,  one  con¬ 
sisting  of  elders  who  would  be  guar¬ 
anteed  an  appointment  and  be  subject 
to  serving  where  appointed,  and  the 
other  consisting  of  deacons  who  would 
not  be  guaranteed  an  appointment  but 
would  be  free  to  arrange  their  own  em¬ 
ployment,  then  ask  for  a  confirming  ap¬ 
pointment  by  the  bishop. 

The  majority  report  also  wants  to  do 
away  with  the  category  of  diaconal 
ministry,  made  up  of  more  than  1,000 
persons  who  have  been  consecrated 
(rather  than  ordained)  to  this  special 
lay  ministry  since  its  creation  in  1976 
(see  box  at  right). 

Ministry  proposals 

The  minority  report  proposes  more 
study,  not  merely  of  ministry  but  of  the 
larger  issue  of  “the  theology  of  the 
church.”  Further,  the  minority  report 
proposes  there  be  three  kinds  of  dea¬ 
cons,  all  of  which  would  itinerate: 
(1)  Those  in  the  current  two-step  pro¬ 
cess  moving  toward  ordination  as 
elders;  (2)  those  intending  to  remain  as 
permanent  deacons  in  the  pastoral  min¬ 
istry,  and  (3)  permanent  deacons  serv¬ 
ing  “in  ministries  of  love,  service  and 
justice.”  The  minority  report  also 
would  continue  the  present  diaconal 
ministry  category  (consecrated  layper¬ 
sons). 

Eighteen  of  the  20  pages  in  the 
minority  report  spell  out  alleged  “defi¬ 
ciencies”  in  the  majority  report  pro¬ 
posals.  These  are  among  the  points  that 
one  or  more  opponents  can  be  expected 
to  raise  during  debate  in  Baltimore : 

•  The  report  does  not  make  a  clear 
distinction  between  the  “general  minis¬ 
try”  of  all  baptized  Christians  and  the 
“representative  ministry”  of  those 
called  to  specialized  tasks.  “Conse¬ 
quently,  its  definition  allows  almost  any 
church  job  to  be  considered  as  repre¬ 
sentative  ministry  .  .  .  What  emerges  is 
a  weakened  ordination  no  different  than 
confirmation  or  baptism.” 

If  “there  is  no  difference  between  be¬ 
coming  a  deacon  and  being  baptized 
..."  the  minority  report  says,  the  net 
result  is  a  superfluous  addition  to  The 
United  Methodist  Church’s  life  and 
work  ...  a  special  class  to  do  what  all 
Christians  are  supposed  to  do.” 


•  From  the  time  of  John  Wesley,  the 
minority  report  contends,  episcopal 
Methodism  has  understood  the  deacon 
as  belonging  to  an  ordained  ministry, 
“subject  to  the  appointment  and  super¬ 
vision  of  the  bishop .  .  .  Removal  of  dea¬ 
cons  from  the  itinerating  covenant  saps 
the  ability  of  the  episcopacy  to  deploy 
ministerial  members  for  missional  pur¬ 
poses.”  The  minority  say  this  “raises 
serious  constitutional  questions,”  since 
it  can  be  interpreted  as  eroding  episco¬ 
pal  authority,  and  concludes,  “The  is¬ 
sue  is  whether  we  are  a  congregational 
or  episcopal  denomination.  The 
majority  report  is  a  major  step  toward 
a  non-episcopal  (no  bishops)  ecclesio- 
logy.” 

•  The  minority  report  notes  that  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  ministers  traditionally  of¬ 
fer  themselves  “without  reserve”  to 
serve  where  appointed  and  to  itinerate 
(move)  to  that  appointment.  The 
majority  proposal,  splits  the  “special 
covenant”  into  “two  irreconcilable 
factions  in  which  some  would  ‘offer 
themselves  without  reserve’  and  others 
would  not.”  This  would  lead,  the  mi¬ 
nority  say,  to  “a  highly  individual¬ 
ized  ministry  that  refuses  to  itinerate 
(and  that)  seeks  to  authenticate  an  indi¬ 
vidualistic  view  of  ministry  that  defies 
connectionalism .  ’  ’ 

•  An  annual  conference,  as  a 
deliberative,  legislative  body,  offers, 
“a  fine  and  effective  ‘check  and 
balance’  according  to  the  minority 
report  with  lay  members  representing 
local  congregational  interests  and 
clergy  representing  connectional 
needs.  To  add  a  third  section  of  persons 
(the  majority  report’s  order  of  dea¬ 
cons)  “substantially  and  seriously  al¬ 
ters  the  ethos  and  makeup  of  the  annual 
conference,”  the  minority  report  says. 

•  The  minority  report  contends  that 


Elders:  Word,  Sacrament,  Order 
Ordained 

Members  of  Annual  Conference 
Itinerating 

Guaranteed  Appointment 
Deacons:  Liturgy,  Service,  Justice* 
Ordained 

Members  of  Annual  Conference 
Non-itinerating 
No  Guaranteed  Appointment 

No  Changes:  Local  Pastors 

Associate  Members 

No  New  Diaconal  Ministers 


the  majority  report  proposes  a  “rigid, 
non-flexible  view  of  the  diaconate.”  The 
minority  quote  from  a  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  description  of  the  dia¬ 
conate,  saying,  “It  is  important  that 
this  ministerial  office,  neglected  or 
poorly  defined  in  the  recent  past  but 
now  being  recovered  and  reevaluated, 
should  be  shaped  with  a  certain  flexi¬ 
bility.” 

Majority  report  proponents  point  out, 
however,  that  the  minority  report  does 
not  go  on  with  the  next  sentence  in  the 
COCU  document: 

“In  this  process  of  recovery,  how¬ 
ever,  it  is  important  that  the  diaconate 
be  recognized  as  a  distinctive  ministry, 
and  that  it  not  be  seen  as  an  initial  stage 
in  the  preparation  of  presbyters 
(elders),  even  though  some  who  have 
been  ordained  as  deacons  may  later  be 
ordained  as  presbyters.”  This  latter 
use  of  the  deacon's  order  as  a  prepara¬ 
tory  step  toward  elder’s  orders  in  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  parlance,  has  been  a  main 
target  of  those  who  favor  the  majority 
report  with  its  proposed  elimination  of 
the  two-step  process. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  has  not  left  it 
entirely  to  others  to  speak  for  them.  A 
committee  of  the  council  was  formed  to 
receive  the  Ministry  Study  Committee 
report  and  to  suggest  questions  for  dis¬ 
cussion. 

The  bishops’  committee  posed  14 
questions  but  did  not  discuss  merits  or 
demerits  of  the  majority  report.  Most 
questions  clustered  around  the  effect 
the  proposed  reorganized  ministry 
would  have  on  bishops’  authority. 


These  include: 

Administrative  issues:  Will  a  non- 
itinerating  order  of  deacons  create 
serious  administrative  problems  in  an 
annual  conference?  In  what  ways  are 
deacons  accountable  to  the  bishops? 
What  happens  if  a  bishop  does  not  ap¬ 
prove  of  a  ministry  which  is  proposed 
by  a  deacon? 

Ministry  issues:  Is  there  the  implica¬ 
tion  that  if  a  local  church  does  not  have 
both  an  elder  and  a  deacon  in  full¬ 
time  ministry  that  the  church  is 
deprived  of  a  full  representative 
ministry?  Is  the  historic  and 
theological  understanding  of  “Word” 
(as  in  Word,  Order  and  Sacrament) 
sufficiently  addressed  by  the  study 
report,  or  is  it  too  limited  to  preaching? 

Missional  issues :  Does  the  creation  of 
the  proposed  order  of  deacon  actually 
empower  the  laity?  What  does  this  plan 
do  with  the  historic  understanding  of 
itineracy  as  “mission?”  Does  the  pro¬ 
posed  order  of  deacon  encourage  a  per¬ 
sonal  vocational  choice  rather  than 
calling  for  dedication  of  one’s  self  to 
service  without  reserve  as  is  expected 
of  the  order  of  Elder? 

Publication  of  the  bishops’  questions 
last  fall  was  the  first  official  response  to 
the  project  from  the  denomination’s 
episcopal  leaders. 

One  bishop  who  is  also  on  the  study 
committee  is  Bishop  D.  Frederick 
Wertz  of  the  Washington  Area.  Illness 
prevented  his  attending  several  study 
committee  meetings,  but  he  made  a 
pivotal  statement  to  the  Board  of  High¬ 
er  Education  and  Ministry  last  October, 
saying  it  was  time  to  “move  ahead” 
and  for  United  Methodists  to  “lead  the 
parade  instead  of  standing  by  and  ap¬ 
plauding.” 

Costs  not  discussed  much 

One  factor  not  prominently  raised  in 
the  study  committee  and  board  discus¬ 
sions  is  the  cost;  specifically  what 
would  it  cost  the  denomination  to  have  a 
new  system  of  ministers,  some  serving 
primarily  in  the  pastorate,  others  out¬ 
side  the  pastorate  including  employ¬ 
ment  in  secular  or  church-related  pro¬ 
fessions. 

A  reasonable  assumption  is  the  best 
that  can  be  made  about  the  cost  ques¬ 
tion,  said  Dr.  Rosalie  Bentzinger,  chief 
executive  of  the  Division  of  Diaconal 
Ministry. 

"Actual  costs  of  employing  a  deacon 
would  be  borne,”  she  pointed  out,  “by 
the  employing  agency,  whether  that  be 
a  local  church  or  something  else.  And 
any  institution  which  employs  persons 
needs  to  consider  reasonable  costs  of 
their  insurance,  pensions,  etc. 

"The  present  system  has  created  in¬ 
justices  for  some  diaconal  ministers. 
Because  churches  are  not  required  by 
the  Discipline  to  provide  adequate 
salaries  and  benefits  for  these  conse¬ 
crated  lay  professional  workers,  many 
do  not. 

“But  just  as  the  church  calls  indus¬ 
try’s  attention  to  inequities  in  its  em¬ 
ployment  practices,  the  church  should 
attend  to  its  own  practices. " 

Dr.  Bentzinger  acknowledged  that 
the  “justice  issue”  for  diaconal  minis¬ 
ters  has  been  one  among  many  initia¬ 
tives  behind  the  ministry  study. 

Dr.  Bentzinger  said  she  anticipates 
that  the  customary  pattern  of  employ¬ 
ment  and  appointment  for  deacons  will 
be  for  the  deacon,  in  consultation  with 
the  bishop  and  cabinet,  to  seek  out  em¬ 
ployment  which  would  best  apply  his  or 
her  gifts  and  graces  to  a  specialized 
ministry.  Once  that  employment  had 
been  secured,  with  reasonable  as¬ 
surance  of  appointment,  the  deacon 
would  formally  ask  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment. 

Dr.  Dale  Dunlap,  chairman  of  the 
ministry  study  committee  is  also  dean 
of  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kansas 
City.  He  said  he  had  read  or  heard 
many  criticisms  of  the  majority  report, 
including  those  from  the  Council  of 
Bishops. 

“The  bishops  have  questioned 
whether  our  proposal  won’t  detract 
from  the  power  of  the  bishops’  office.  I 
don’t  know  where  they  get  that.  The 
bishop  will  have  greater  power  over 
both  deacons  and  elders  under  our  pro¬ 
posal  than  they  now  have  over  diaconal 
ministers. 

“And  our  proposal  won’t  erode  the 
power  of  itineration,  as  some  bishops 
and  others  have  argued.  In  effect,  only 
pastors  are  covered  by  itineration  now 
anyhow.  A  lot  of  elders  don’t  itinerate, 
even  if  they  are  technically  subject  to 
do  so. 

“What  we  have  sought  and  offered  in 
our  proposal  is  a  new  form  of  deploy¬ 
ment  of  United  Methodist  ministers.” 


hand  is  the  “religious  liberty  to  insist 
teachers  be  judged  by  their  products 
rather  than  by  certification.  On  the 
other,  it  is  easier  for  the  state  to  insist  on 
certification  as  a  means  of  insuring 
quality.” 

He  said  he  personally  does  not  feel  the 
teacher  certification  requirement  inter¬ 
feres  with  religious  liberty. 

Further,  he  said,  “Society  has  a  right 
to  protect  children  from  well-meaning 
church  people.” 

Pastor  wants  confrontation 

"When  the  school  first  opened  it  com¬ 
plied  with  state  regulations,”  Dr.  Sworn- 
ley  said.  “After  the  Rev.  Everett  Sileven 
became  pastor,  he  made  an  issue  of  the 
state  requirements.  I  think  the  pastor 
just  wants  a  confrontation." 

He  added  that  this  is  not  an  issue  many 
United  Methodists  would  be  concerned 
with  because  most  believe  the  govern¬ 
ment  has  a  right  to  set  minimum  educa¬ 
tional  standards. 

About  100  fundamentalist  preachers 
and  laypeople  from  across  the  U.S. 
gathered  in  this  southeastern  Nebraska 
town  in  early  December  to  protest  the 
Nov.  23  jailing  of  seven  men  alledgedly 
involved  in  the  school’s  operation. 

The  men  were  jailed  for  contempt  of 
court  after  refusing  to  answer  questions 
at  a  court  hearing.  Thd  hearing  was  to 
determine  the  extent  of  their  involve¬ 
ment  with  the  school,  which  was  closed 
by  the  courts.  Despite  that  ruling,  classes 
have  been  held  on  an  off-and-on  basis, 
surviving  two  attempts  to  padlock  the 
school's  doors.  The  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
refused  to  hear  the  case  in  1981  for  what 
it  said  was  a  lack  of  any  substantial 
federal  question. 

According  to  news  reports,  Mr.  Sileven 
was  arrested  last  year  on  charges  of 
operating  an  “illegal”  school.  After  serv¬ 
ing  a  four-month  sentence  he  fled  to 
Iowa.  He  is  now  reported  to  be  back  in 
Louisville. 

Currently  there  are  about  25  ministers 
here  operating  the  school  and  church. 
One  of  those,  the  Rev.  George  Down,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Grace  Baptist  Church  in  Madison- 
ville,  Ky.,  said,  “Our  struggle  for 
religious  liberty  will  set  a  national  prece¬ 
dent  because  events  that  occur  in  one 
state  usually  affect  others.  Naturally  the 
results  here  will  affect  the  nation  be¬ 
cause  people  are  getting  involved  all 
over  the  U.S. 

“Congressman  George  V.  Hansen  of 
Idaho  is  supportive  of  our  cause.  Also 
evangelist  Jimmy  Swaggart  and  Moral 
Majority  leader  Jerry  Falwell  are  behind 
us,”  he  explained.  “Congressman  Han¬ 
sen  arranged  a  meeting  Jan.  18  at  the 
White  House  bringing  presidential  staff 
members  James  Baker  and  Edwin 
Meese  together  with  Mr.  Swaggart  and 
Mr.  Falwell  to  express  our  viewpoints.” 

Nebraska  is  one  of  13  states  that  apply 
certification  requirements  to  all  schools. 


There  are  some  20  fundamentalist 
schools  operating  without  state  approval 
in  Nebraska ;  legal  proceedings  are  pend¬ 
ing  against  10  of  them. 

UM  council  upholds  state 

Last  January  Nebraska  United 
Methodism’s  Conference  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  adopted  a  motion  urging  the  state 
legislators  to  uphold  the  requirement 
that  teachers  in  all  schools  be  certified, 
according  to  Rev.  LeRoy  Seaver,  council 
director  in  Lincoln. 

A  member  of  the  only  United  Methodist 
congregation  in  Louisville,  who  asked  not 
to  be  identified,  said  his  church  of  325  has 
not  been  shaken  by  the  latest  round  of 
conflict  “because  it  has  gone  on  for 
years.” 

“People  are  tired  of  the  publicity,”  he 
said.  “Most  folk  in  this  town  don’t  agree 


with  the  position  taken  by  the  school,  but 
they  are  gracious  and  tolerant  because 
many  are  related  to  members  of  Faith 
Baptist.” 

The  Rev.  Melvin  Leuchen,  a  United 
Methodist  who  directs  Nebraska  Inter- 
Church  Ministries  in  Lincoln,  said  his  or¬ 
ganization  has  maintained  a  low  profile 
in  hopes  of  being  able  to  help  negotiate  a 
solution  to  the  dispute. 

He  said  various  denominations  are 
paying  a  lot  of  attention  to  the  outcome  of 
this  situation.  “For  example,  the  Catho¬ 
lic  and  Lutheran  churches  in  this  state 
have  worked  hard  to  ensure  that  their 
school  systems  comply  with  state  educa¬ 
tional  requirements.  They  complied,  but 
the  fundamentalists  did  not  because  of 
religious  reason.  Does  that  mean  the 
Lutherans  and  Catholics  are  not  good 
Christians?” 


UM  ’82  totals  official 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)  -  Member¬ 
ship  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
United  States  and  Puerto  Rico  offi¬ 
cially  is  slightly  more  than  9.4  million. 

Figures  released  Jan.  16  by  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  statistical  office  here  put 
the  total  at  the  end  of  1982  at  9,405,083. 
Figures  for  1983  will  not  be  available  un¬ 
til  sometime  late  in  1984. 

The  1982  total  is  a  decrease  of  51,929 
from  1981  and  is  the  smallest  annual  de¬ 
cline  since  the  denomination  was  formed 
in  1968  by  union  of  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  and  Methodist 
churches.  The  lowest  previous  member¬ 
ship  loss  was  53,700  in  1973. 

In  addition  to  the  9.4  million  full  mem¬ 
bers,  there  are  about  1.4  million  prepara¬ 
tory  members,  usually  baptized  child¬ 
ren,  on  church  rolls.  This  is  an  increase 
of  about  7,800  from  1981. 

Outside  the  United  States  and  Puerto 
Rico,  there  are  about  420,000  full  mem¬ 
bers  in  Europe,  Africa  and  the  Philip¬ 
pines. 


Average  attendance  at  the  principal 
weekly  worship  service  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  38,181  organized  churches  in  this 
country  was  3,580,983,  a  drop  of  about 
7,600.  It  was  the  first  decrease  reported 
in  average  worship  attendance  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years. 

Membership  in  church  (Sunday) 
schools  declined  by  29,400  to  4,117,966. 
Average  attendance  at  Sunday  school  fell 
by  21,000  to  2.1  million. 

Turning  to  financial  matters,  the  re¬ 
port  for  1982  showed  the  total  value  of 
churches,  equipment,  parsonages  and 
other  property  as  $16.2  billion,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  $1.2  billion  during  1982.  In¬ 
debtedness  on  such  property  was  higher 
also  —  $629  million  in  1982,  compared  to 
$623.5  million  in  1981. 

Clergy  salaries  for  1982  totaled  more 
than  $356  million,  an  increase  of  $27 
million  from  1981. 

The  grand  total  paid  for  all  causes 
within  the  denomination  in  1982  was  $1.9 
billion,  an  increase  of  $137  million. 


50  now  endorsed  for  episcopacy 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
An  unofficial  total  of  50  persons  have 
been  endorsed  for  election  next  summer 
to  the  United  Methodist  Episcopacy. 

There  are  expected  to  be  18  vacancies 
in  the  active  Council  of  Bishops  —  16 
caused  by  retirement  under  the  manda¬ 
tory  age  limit,  one  by  the  death  of  Bishop 
J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  of  Louisiana  and 
one  by  the  resignation  of  Bishop  James 
Armstrong  of  Indiana. 

Latest  published  endorsements  are: 

•  The  Rev.  B.  C.  Goodwin  Jr.,  pastor  of 
St.  John’s  UMC  in  Santa  Fe,  by  the  New 
Mexico  conference  delegation  to  the 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference. 


•  The  Rev.  Dean  A.  Lanning,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Southern  District,  and  the 
Rev.  Hae  Jong  Kim,  pastor  of  the  Korean 
UMC,  by  the  Northern  New  Jersey  con¬ 
ference  delegation  to  the  Northeastern 
Jurisdictional  Conference. 

•  The  Rev.  Hugh  L.  Jones,  administra¬ 
tive  assistant  to  Bishop  Dwight  E.  Loder, 
by  the  West  Ohio  conference  delegation 
to  the  North  Central  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference. 

Elections  will  be  a  main  item  of  busi¬ 
ness  for  the  five  geographical  jurisdic¬ 
tional  conferences  meeting  simul¬ 
taneously  in  July. 

-L  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


I  Order  Your  Commemorative  Editions  Now ! 


To  commemorate  the  Bicentennial  of  American  Methodism,  special  commemorative  editions 
are  being  published  this  year  of  these  titles — 

•  The  Book  of  Discipline  1984 

•  The  Book  of  Resolutions  1984 

•  The  Book  of  Hymns 

The  Book  of  Hymns  is  available  now  in  blue  binding,  and  The  Book  of  Discipline  and  the  The 
Book  of  Resolutions  will  be  published  this  fall.  Place  your  order  now!  Save  when  you  purchase 
the  combination  sets. 


YES!  Please  enter  my  order  for  commemorative  editions  as  follows:  (please  indicate  quantities) 


THE  BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE  1984: 

Commemorative  Editions 

_  C08-108710.  Deluxe  brown  bonded  leather 

binding  with  gold  page  edges.  Each,  $13.95 

_ _ _  A01-037026.  Blue  kivar  binding  and  matching 

page  edges.  Each,  $8.95;  6  or  more,  each,  $7.95 

THE  BOOK  OF  RESOLUTIONS  1984: 

Commemorative  Edition 

_  A01-03728X.  Blue  kivar  binding  and  matching 

page  edges.  Each,  $5.95 

THE  BOOK  OF  HYMNS: 

Commemorative  Editions 

_  C08-107932.  Deluxe  brown  bonded  leather 

binding  with  gold  page  edges.  Each,  $16.95 

_  C08-105944.  Blue  kivar  binding  and  matching 

page  edges.  Each,  $9.95 

SAVE  WHEN  YOU  ORDER  THESE  COMBINATION 

SETS  OF  COMMEMORATIVE  EDITIONS 

_  Combination  #1:  The  Book  of  Discipline  1984  and 

The  Book  of  Resolutions  1984.  Matching  blue 
kivar  bindings  with  blue  page  edges. 

Reg.  $14.95;  set,  $12.95.  C08-108606. 

_  Combination  #2:  Deluxe  editions  of  The  Book  of 

Discipline  1984  and  The  Book  of  Hymns.  Matching 
brown  bonded  leather  bindings  with  gold  page 
edges,  set,  $29.95.  C08-108583. 


-  Combination  #3:  The  Book  of  Discipline  1984, 

The  Book  of  Resolutions  1984,  and  The  Book  of 
Hymns.  Blue  kivar  binding  with  blue  page 
edges.  Reg.  $24.95;  set,  $21.95.  C08-108572. 

Prices  do  not  include  transportation.  Please  add  sales  tax  if  applicable. 


Charge  to_ 

Address _ 

City/state/zip_ 


□  Charge  to  Cokesbury  Acct.  No. _ 

□  Payment  enclosed  Q  Open  an  account  with  this  order 

□  Please  charge  to  my  credit  card  (circle  one): 

American  Express/VISA/MasterCard  (Interbank  No. _ ) 


Card  No. _ 

Signature _ 

Ship  to _ 

Address _ 

City/state/zip_ 


Exp.  date  _ 


(S)  Cokesbury 


ORDER  FROM  THE  COKESBURY 
SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA: 

1661  North  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge,  IL  60068 
1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame,  CA  94010 
201  Eighth  Ave.,  South  •  P.O.  Box  801  •  Nashville,  TN  37202 
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BAILEY  TO  BE  LECTIONARY  PRESENTER 


Dr.  Barry  Bailey,  senior  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  and  the  United  Methodist 
Presenter,  will  deliver  the  lections  for 
March  in  the  satellite  TV  series.  A  native 
of  Arkansas,  Dr.  Bailey  served  on  the 
staff  at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport  and  as  senior  pastor  of 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge. 

Dr.  Bailey,  a  graduate  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  preaches  to  two 
million  people  each  week,  with  his  live 
services  in  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  area 
and  on  cable  systems  in  twelve  states.  He 
is  the  author  of  four  books  and  articles  in 
a  number  of  periodicals. 

The  Satellite  Lectionary  Series  is  on 
Westar  V,  Channel  15,  each  Tuesday 
from  12:00  to  12:30  p.m. 


Dr.  Barry  Bailey 


Father  Robert  Marcell  (right),  pastor  of  St.  Aloysius  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  is  welcomed  to  University  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  by 
Dr.  Hilda  Arndt  (left),  chairperson,  Christian . Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
Work  Area. 


Father  Marcell  Speaks  At 
University  U.M.,  Baton  Rouge 


Father  Robert  Marcell,  pastor  of  St. 
Aloysius  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
preached  at  the  morning  worship 
services  at  University  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  on  Sunday, 
January  8.  His  participation  in  the 
worship  services  was  a  part  of  the 
preparation  for  the  Week  of  Prayer  for 
Christian  Unity. 


During  the  church  school  hour,  Father 
Marcell  and  two  lay  persons  from  St. 
Aloysius,  Dr.  Greg  Hussey  and  Mrs.  Jean 
McIntosh,  participated  in  a  panel  on 
‘‘Contemporary  Catholicism.” 

The  event  was  sponsored  by  the  work 
area  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns,  Dr.  Hilda 
Arndt,  Chairperson. 


‘Experiencing  The  Bible  With 


Children’  Seminar  To  Be 


February  18 

How  can  children  be  encouraged  to 
explore  the  Bible?  How  can  they  grasp 
the  meaning  of  the  Bible?  Is  there  a  way 
to  make  the  Bible  come  alive  for 
children? 

Answers  to  these  questions  and  many 
more  will  be  discussed  at  the  February 
18  ‘‘Experiencing  the  Bible  with 
Children”  Seminar.  The  seminar  will  be 
held  at  First  UMC,  corner  of  North  and 
East  Boulevards,  Baton  Rouge,  begin¬ 
ning  at  9  a.m.  and  concluding  by  5  p.m. 

Dorothy  Jean  Furnish,  professor  of 
Christian  education  at  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  (G- 
ETS),  will  lead  the  seminar.  Dr.  Furnish 
spent  20  years  as  a  director  of  Christian 
education  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska 


before  joining  the  G-ETS  faculty.  Author 
of  three  books,  ‘‘Exploring  the  Bible  with 
Children”  ‘‘Living  the  Bible  with 
Children,” and  DRE/DCE:  History  of  a 
Profession,”  Dr.  Furnish  has  also 
written  curriculum  resources  and 
articles  on  Christian  education.  She  is 
also  known  for  her  innovations  in  the 
development  of  church  learning  centers. 

Cost  of  the  seminar  is  $40  per  person ; 
$35  per  person  if  two  or  more  people 
attend  from  the  same  church.  The  cost 
includes  registration,  leadership, 
seminar  materials,  breaks  and  lunch. 

Participants  will  receive  .7  CEU  for 
attending  the  seminar.  Those  who  attend 
and  complete  a  post-assignment  within 
30  days  of  the  seminar  will  receive  1.0 
CEU. 


Persons ,  Churches 
&l  Events 


“Biblical  Faith  and  The  Nuclear  Arms 
Race”  will  be  the  topic  for  a  six-week 
elective  class  at  Ingleside  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  Rev.  Lorris 
Wimberly  will  teach  the  class,  which  will 
be  held  at  the  Sunday  School  hour 
beginning  January  29  and  concluding 
March  4.  The  Work  Area  on  Education 
and  the  Council  on  Ministries  of 
Ingleside  are  the  co-sponsors.  It  is  open 
to  adults  and  senior  highs. 


A  District  Scouting  Workshop  will  be 
held  at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge  on  Saturday,  February  4 
from  9:30  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.,  according  to 
Donald  R.  Shelmire,  Scouting 
Coordinator  for  the  Baton  Rouge- 
Lafayette  District.  Included  in  the 
purpose  statement  for  the  event  are:  To 
familiarize  the  lay  and  clergy  with  the 
concepts  and  programs  of  the  Boy  Scouts 
of  America;  to  help  ministers  and 


cnurenes  establish  scouting  units  in  their 
local  church;  and  to  offer  training  and 
support  for  adult  leaders.  The  fee  is 
$15.00,  and  pastor;  lay  leaders;  COM 
chairpersons:  education,  evangelism 
and  youth  workers;  and  the  local 
scouting  coordinators  are  invited  to 
attend. 


Two  new  videotapes  in  our  library  deal 
with  stewardship  and  giving.  The  first. 
‘‘Advancing  Along  the  Second  Mile,”  is  a 
compilation  of  the  best  material  from  the 
‘‘Spotlight  on  Missions”  TV  series  and 
promotes  The  Advance.  United 
Methodism’s  channel  of  second-mile 
giving.  The  second  program  is  a  new 
edition  of  “Giving  Starts  A  Chain 
Reaction,”  a  national  award-winning 
TV/video  program,  also  on  film  and  in 
the  media  library.  It  deals  with  the  Sky¬ 
line  Urban  Ministry  in  Oklahoma  City 
and  the  Okanagan  Group  Ministry  in 
Omak,  Washington. 


Computer  Blooms  In  Monroe 


Tuesday,  January  10,  1984,  was  audit 
day  in  the  Monroe  District,  and  was  one 
of  the  high  points  in  the  experience  of 
those  who  participated.  The  computer 
age  came  into  full  flower  in  Monroe,  and 
the  results  have  left  widespread 
rejoicing. 

Rev.  J.  Roddy  Taylor  and  Dr.  D.  L. 
McGuire  planned  and  directed  the  day. 
Mr.  Don  Adams,  a  member  of  McGuire 
United  Methodist  Church  in  West 
Monroe,  and  Mr.  John  Ellett,  a  member 
of  First  Church  in  Monroe,  own  and 
operate  Ouachita  Computer  Systems.  As 
a  contribution  to  the  District  they  wrote 
the  necessary  computer  program  and 
furnished  two  Olivetti  Computers  and 
printers  in  the  audit  room  at  First 
Church,  Monroe.  As  each  pastor  was 
audited  by  a  team  of  two,  the  report  was 
then  given  to  the  computer  operator, 
Mrs.  Pat  Flanagan  of  Ouachita 
Computer  Systems,  who  fed  it  into  the 
machine.  The  completed  report  was  then 
instantly  printed  out  in  final  form, 
eliminating  laborous  typing  of  each 
separate  report. 

At  the  close  of  the  day,  proper  buttons 
were  pushed,  and  the  District  totals  were 
immediately  forthcoming  in  proper 
order  and  form.  Individual  reports  were 
photocopied  in  the  Church  office,  with 
one  given  to  the  Pastor,  one  to  the 
District  Superintendent  and  three 


Day. 

prepared  for  the  Conference  Office.  On 
Wednesday,  January  11,  all  reports  with 
all  District  totals  were  put  into  the  mail 
for  the  Conference  Office.  Dr.  McGuire, 
Rev.  J.  Roddy  Taylor,  and  Mrs.  Doris 
Denton,  District  Secretary,  all  sang  “Oh, 
What  A  Beautiful  Morning”  as  the  packet 
was  sent  away. 

(Note:  A  repeat  in  the  Ruston  District 
has  also  taken  place) 

-Ed. 


Stovall  Coordinating  Religions  Activities 


Rev.  Charles  P.  Stovall 


Regional  School  of  Evangelism 

Capitol  House  Hotel 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 
February  20-23 

‘ Equipping  The  Church  For 

Membership  Care  and  Growth  In 
The  Wesleyan  Tradition’ 

Dr.  Vance  Archer.  Director 

Sponsored  by  The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
and  The  General  Board  of  Discipleship 


At  New  Detention  Center 

Rev.  Charles  P.  Stovall,  pastor  of  the 
Dubach-Hilly  charge,  has  been  named 
Coordinator  of  Religious  Activities  at  the 
new  Lincoln  Parish  Detention  Center  in 
Ruston,  Louisiana.  He  directs  the 
volunteer  chaplaincy,  consisting  of  thirty 
ministers  who  lead  services  at  8:30  a.m. 
and  6:00  p.m.  on  Mondays.  Also,  many 
bible  studies  and  prayer  groups  are  held 
in  the  cell  blocks. 

The  services  are  attended  by  about 
80%  of  the  prison  population.  With 
turnover,  as  many  as  243  inmates  have 
participated.  Rev.  Stovall  has  conducted 
many  special  services  and  a  number  of 
baptisms  in  addition  to  an  extensive 
counseling  ministry  at  the  institution. 

The  Ruston  facility,  one  of  the  most 
modern  in  the  country,  is  under  the 
direction  of  Superintendent  Charles 
“Chuck”  Jones.  The  Lincoln  Parish 
Detention  Center  Commission 
administers  the  jail  and  releases  law 
enforcement  officers  for  duty  in  the 
parish  patrols.  According  to  Rev. 

Stovall,  the  Ruston  facility  is  considered 
to  be  a  model  institution  for  the  country. 


Delegation  To  Hold  Listening  Sessions 


The  Delegation  to  the  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences,  meeting  in 
Bunkie,  recently  made  plans  to  hold 
another  set  of  “Listening  Concerns” 
sessions  similar  to  the  ones  held  four 
years  ago  prior  to  the  General 
Conference  meeting  in  Indianapolis, 
Indiana.  These  are  convened  to  give  the 
local  churches  and  individuals  an 
opportunity  to  meet  with  the  Delegation 
and  discuss  issues  that  will  come  before 
the  General  Conference. 

There  will  be  two  sessions,  one  for  the 
southern  part  of  the  Conference,  held  on 
Saturday,  March  3  at  1:00  p.m.  in  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge.  The  northern  part  of  the 
Conference  is  asked  to  meet  with  the 
Delegation  on  Monday,  March  5  at  7:00 


p.m.  at  Trininty  United  Methodist 
Church.  Ruston.  These  are  being  held  for 
YOU,  the  local  member,  so  please  try  to 
attend  one  of  the  sessions. 

-NANCY  CARRUTH 


Joshua  Blake  Evans,  newly  adopted 
son  of  Pearl  and  Wayne  Evans,  was 
born'  on  January  12.  1984.  The  new 
adoptive  parents  received  custody  on 
January  14.  They  are  co-pastors  of 
Davidson  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lafayette. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Subscription  Campaign 

Subscription  Sunday  —  March  1 1 


Subscriptions  $ 8.00 
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International  Lesson  Series 


I  Am  The  Lord 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Scripture  Lesson  —  Isaiah  43:1-7 
Today  we  begin  the  second  section  of 
the  larger  book  of  Isaiah,  the  one  most 
scholars  call  Second  Isaiah  or  Isaiah  of 
Babylon.  Whereas  the  earlier  chapters 
were  written  in  a  time  when  Assyria  was 
in  control  of  the  near  east,  this  section 
(Chapters  40-66)  comes  from  a  time 
when  Babylonia  was  the  leading  political 
and  military  power. 

Assyria  had  conquered  the  northern 
kingdom  of  Israel  in  721  BC,  and  for 
about  150  years  Judah  lived  with  the 
threat  of  a  foreign  power  very  close  to 
their  political  and  religious  center, 
Jerusalem.  Assyria  faded  as  an 
international  power  and  was  replaced  by 
Babylonia,  which  country  finally  invaded 
and  captured  Jerusalem  in  586  BC.  These 
conquering  Babylonians  leveled  the  city, 
totally  destroyed  the  temple  and  took 
most  of  the  leading  citizens  into  exile 
around  Babylon.  So  it  is  that  this  Isaiah 
of  Babylon  ministered  to  people  not  being 
threatened  by  foreign  powers,  but 
actually  already  interned  in  a  foreign 
land  far  from  their  native  land. 

Isaiah  of  Babylon  promised  the  people 
a  new  covenant  which  would  be  even 
greater  than  the  one  received  through 
Moses;  this  new  covenant  being  written 
not  on  stones,  but  upon  the  hearts  of  the 
people.  Four  lessons  will  be  devoted  to 
this  section  of  the  book  of  Isaiah,  the  first 
being  “I  Am  The  Lord”  and  stressing  the 
Creator- Redeemer-Savior  nature  of  God. 

Some  of  the  most  beautiful  scripture  of 
the  entire  Bible  is  to  be  found  in  Isaiah, 


and  it  is  hoped  that  persons  wanting  to 
really  study  this  book  will  begin  this 
section  by  reading  from  Chapter  40  on.  In 
Chapters  40-42  we  find  a  theme  which 
calls  attention  to  the  shortcomings  and 
self-centeredness  of  the  people.  But  here 
in  Chapter  43,  we  see  a  shifting  from  guilt 
feelings  to  assurance,  i.e.,  from  the 
lament  the  people  have  or  should  have 
over  their  sinfulness  to  an  assurance  that 
God  loves  them  and  is  saving  them.  "But 
now,”  Isaiah  says,  prophesying  for  God, 
"Fear  not  for  I  have  redeemed  you;  I 
have  called  you  by  name,  you  are  mine.” 
Because  God  has  called  the  people  Israel 
to  be  His  children,  they  can  be  confident 
in  His  mercy  and  providence. 

God’s  prophet,  Isaiah,  repeats  the 
“fear  not”  found  earlier  in  the  passage, 
this  time  followed  by  the  rationale,  “lam 
with  you.”  Not  only  will  God  be  with  His 
children,  but  he  will  restore  them  to  their 
homeland  and  to  their  religious  base  of 
Jerusalem 

Today  we  sometimes  feel  isolated,  cut 
off  from  the  main  stream  of  life.  We 
know  we  should  be  following  God’s  will 
and  enjoying  the  peace  He  offers. 
Perhaps  it  is  because  we’re  looking  for 
only  dramatic  evidences  of  His  Presence 
or  looking  for  Him  in  the  wrong  places 
that  we  fail  to  recognize  Him  in  the 
ordinary  surroundings  of  our  day  and 
time.  It's  when  we  feel  most  cut  off.  most 
isolated  —  “exiled”  —  from  the  warmth 
and  community  of  the  faith,  that  we  need 
Him  most.  -Therefore,  it  is  strengthening 
and  comforting  to  hear  Isaiah's  words 
again  .  .  .  "Fear  not,  for  I  have  redeemed 
you”  (this  is  an  accomplished  fact);  T 
have  called  you  by  name,  you  are  mine 
.  .  .  Fear  not.  for  I  am  with  you  ..."  In 
this  assurance,  we  can  live  fully  and 
abundantly  as  God  has  intended. 


Editorial 

A  New  Look  At  The  Conference  Paper 


The  1984  subscription  campaign  for 
The  Louisiana  United  Methodist  will  soon 
begin.  We  have  set  Sunday,  March  11  as 
Subscription  Sunday.  The  district 
superintendents  will  distribute  the 
subscription  forms  to  the  pastors  of  their 
districts  at  February  Preachers' 
Meetings,  and  by  pick-ups  at  the  district 
office. 

The  pastors’  sheets  will  be  included  in 
the  February  Coordinated  Mailing 
("Coverage”),  and  a  new  list  of 
subscribers  is  to  be  compiled  in  each 
local  church.  The  March  “Coverage” 
will  contain  other  reminders  of  the 
campaign,  and  further  articles  will  be 
included  in  the  paper  itself. 

But  let’s  take  a  new  look  at  the 
Conference  paper.  There  are  many  sorts, 
types  and  sizes.  Ours  attempts  to  be  an 
inclusive  publication  that  shows  the 
ministries  and  concerns  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  —  whether  on  the 
national,  conference  or  local  level.  We 
have  asked  the  boards  and  agencies  of 
the  Conference  to  make  greater  use  of  it, 
and  more  individual  pastors  and  lay 
persons  to  contribute  to  it. 

In  addition,  we  have  nine  good  District 
Directors  of  Communication.  They  are: 
Carol  Giles,  Lake  Charles  District;  Lael 
Jones,  Shreveport  District;  Jim  Comer, 
Monroe  District;  James  Poole,  Ruston 
District;  Grayson  Watson,  Alexandria 
District;  Penn  Morgan,  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  District;  Charles  Langford, 
Baton  Rouge- Lafayette  District;  Bob 


Harrington,  New  Orleans-Houma 
District;  and  Walter  Parker,  New 
Orleans-Slidell  District.  These  persons 
will  assist  you  in  preparing  and  sending 
material  for  the  paper 

I’m  sure  you've  heard  of  our  possible 
change  of  format.  This  will  be  presented 
to  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
on  February  26  for  final  action.  If 
approved,  the  paper  would  go  to  the  new 
United  Methodist  Review  format,  which 
Kansas  West  is  now  piloting.  The  plan 
would  be  to  print  every  two  weeks  rather 
than  every  week.  But  the  tabloid 
publication  would  give  us  4  pages  each 
time  or  8  pages  per  month.  The 
conference  pages  would  be  the  front  and 
back  of  the  outside  4  pages.  There  would 
then  be  8  inside  pages  of  national  news 
under  the  heading  “The  United 
Methodist  Review.  " 

Local  church  editions,  and  we  hope 
more  of  you  will  consider  going  to  these, 
would  be  used  for  the  local  church.  On 
the  second  and  fourth  weeks,  the  local 
church  pages  would  be  the  front  and 
back  pages,  with  national  news  on  the 
inside  of  them  and  the  Conference  edi¬ 
tion  as  the  second  publication  within. 

We  need  a  new  look  for  our  paper,  and 
this  would  give  it  to  us.  The  tabloid  size 
with  four  pages  each  time  gives  us  a 
chance  for  more  creativity  and  many 
articles  and  programs  we  are  now  unable 
to  carry.  More  on  this  will  be 
forthcoming. 

Let's  look  at  a  new  look! 

— E.F. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Paul  V.  Galloway,  Bishop  Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 

Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Linda  Heard, 

Council  Director  Editorial  Assistant 

*  *  * 
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Editorials 

Warning:  MTV  videos  may  pose 
hazards  for  your  spiritual  health 


For  generations,  parents  have  fretted 
about  the  effects  of  “modern  music"  on 
their  teenagers.  Their  concerns  have  fo¬ 
cused  variously  on  the  lyrics,  the  sound 
and  the  appearance  of  the  performers. 

A  recent  report  from  the  National  Co¬ 
alition  for  Television  Violence  reveals  a 
truly  disturbing  new  dimension  to  this 
perennial  concern:  the  content  of  video 
images  produced  to  accompany  popular 
songs  played  on  cable  television. 

More  than  half  of  the  music  videos  on 
MTV,  the  popular  Warner  Communica¬ 
tions  cable  music  channel,  feature  vi¬ 
olence  or  strongly  suggested  violence,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  report.  Those  monitoring 
the  music  videos  on  MTV  discovered  an 
average  of  18  instances  of  violent  or  hos¬ 
tile  action  portrayed  each  hour.  By  com¬ 
parison,  today’s  popular  song  lyrics  are 
more  than  twice  as  violent  as  their  coun¬ 
terparts  22  years  ago. 

Equally  disturbing,  the  study  revealed 
that  today’s  videos  often  include  violent 
imagery  not  present  in  the  lyrics.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Violence  Coalition’s  pro¬ 
ject  director,  programming  on  MTV 
“features  a  fantasy  world  where  there 
are  no  laws,  anything  goes,  people’s  mu¬ 
sic  heroes  are  all-powerful  and  do  any¬ 
thing  they  want.” 

Dr.  Thomas  Radecki,  a  professor  of 
psychiatry  at  the  University  of  Illinois 
School  of  Medicine  and  chairman  of  the 
Violence  Coalition,  warned  that  “sadistic 
and  sexually  sadistic  violence  of  a  very 
intense  nature  is  common  on  MTV, 
worse  than  any  other  TV  channel  except 
possibly  HBO  and  other  pay-cable  movie 
channels.” 

Some  examples  he  cited  are  both  eye¬ 


opening  and  frightening:  a  video  of 
“Fight  Fire  with  Fire"  by  Kansas  which 
portrays  slave  torture  and  sadistic  wom¬ 
en;  “Murder  Weapon”  by  T-Bone  Bur¬ 
nett,  which  features  a  woman  being 
stalked  and  killed  with  a  gun;  and  “Twi¬ 
light  Zone"  by  Golden  Earring,  which 
shows  repeated  images  of  interrogation 
torture  and  a  slow-motion  murder. 

Periodic  exposure  to  such  visual  im¬ 
ages  is  not  likely  to  transform  healthy, 
well-adjusted  teenagers  into  social  mis¬ 
fits  and  deviates.  Human  character  is 
shaped,  however,  by  our  accumulated 
experiences.  A  steady  diet  of  the  fare 
served  on  MTV  scarcely  can  be  expected 
to  contribute  to  the  development  and 
maintenance  of  a  Christian  outlook  on 
life. 

If  you  have  cable  television  and  MTV  is 
available  on  it,  we  urge  you  to  become  fa¬ 
miliar  with  the  values  its  programming 
promotes.  If  you  are  of  a  mind  to  express 
an  opinion  about  what  you  have  seen  to 
those  responsible  for  it,  you  should  both 
contact  your  local  cable  TV  company 
and  write  to  Mr.  Chip  Rachlin,  Director 
of  Acquisitions,  MTV  Music  Television, 
1133  Avenue  of  the  Americas,  New  York, 
New  York  10036. 

More  important,  if  there  are  teenagers 
in  your  household  who  are  attracted  to 
MTV,  we  urge  parents  to  engage  them  in 
serious  discussion  about  the  images  and 
ideas  they  are  ingesting.  One  fruitful  line 
of  discussion  might  be  to  compare  this 
activity  with  Paul’s  admonition  to  the 
Philippian  Christians  that  we  should  fix 
our  minds  on  those  things  which  are  true, 
honorable,  just,  pure,  lovely,  and  worthy 
of  praise. 


HE  ca UP  HAVE 
BUILT  WOKE  £INPAV 
4CH00L  ROOM';,  BUT 
WE  VWlTEP  FOR 
LOW®  PRICES 

*£  COULP  HAVE 
ENKDUEP  MAMV  NfiV 
MEMBER,  BUT  WE 
WAfrtP  PPR^PACE 
TO  PUT  MM  IN 

l 

\T 

17 

a 

It 

TIIK  1  NITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Here  I  Stand 

Churches  should  be  doing  more 
with  —  not  just  for  —  children 


FEBRUARY  3,  1984 


OVER  THE  VEA & 
wrvE  mcm?  our 
ArnE8t*NC£  PROP 
FAR  BELOW  WHAT 
rrusfp  ro  u 


i  rmK. 
TOO  mu  PATIENCE 


1$  CUR 
PROBLEM 


By  PHILIP  W.  McLARTY 

The  question  keeps  coming  up:  What 
about  having  a  separate  Children’s 
Church?  Wouldn’t  our  church’s  regular 
worship  services  be  more  reverent  if  the 
children  were  cared  for  elsewhere? 
Wouldn’t  the  children  be  much  happier? 
Wouldn’t  it  benefit  parents  to  have  a  little 
time  to  themselves?  Wouldn’t  children 
be  able  to  relate  more  easily  to  worship 
activities  geared  to  their  level? 

I  have  two  basic  objections  to  the  con¬ 
cept  of  a  separate  Children’s  Church: 
First,  it  is  not  in  the  best  interest  of  the 
children;  second,  it  is  not  in  the  best  in¬ 
terest  of  the  church. 

Children  need  the  church.  They  need  to 
be  included.  They  need  to  see  and  hear 
and  taste  and  smell  and  experience  for 
themselves  the  joyous  yet  mysterious  ac¬ 
tivity  we  call  Christian  worship. 

They  need  to  feel  the  closeness  of  the 
family  of  faith  when  it  gathers  together 
in  worship.  They  need  their  parents,  old¬ 
er  brothers  and  sisters,  aunts,  uncles, 
grandparents,  and  friends  as  models. 
They  need  to  sense  the  wisdom,  patience 
and  mature  piety  of  their  elders. 

Children  need  the  church.  So  also,  the 
church  needs  the  children. 

The  whole  church  needs  the  dimen¬ 


sions  of  innocence  and  vitality,  which  the 
children  offer.  The  church  needs  the  chil¬ 
dren  as  a  visible  reminder  that  we  are 
God’s  people  because  He  has  chosen  us, 
not  because  we  have  attained  ultimate 
knowledge  about  religious  matters. 

The  church  needs  to  hear  the  voices  of 
children  singing  and  praying.  The  church 


Philip  McLartv 
The  problem  they  have  is  in  the  prepo¬ 
sition.  What  we  need  to  confess  is,  “We 
need  to  do  more  with  our  children.  ” 

Some  churches  have  struck  a  balance, 
including  the  children  in  worship  to  a 
point  in  the  service,  then  letting  them  slip 
out  quietly  during  a  hymn  and  be  cared 
for  in  separate  quarters  for  the  remain- 


“To  include  children  in  the  congregation  at 
worship  benefits  the  child  and  the  church 
and  helps  both  know  the  all-encompassing 
nature  of  God's  love." 

needs  to  feel  the  presence  of  children  in 
the  congregation;  sometimes  squirming, 
fussing,  coloring,  and  sleeping,  yes;  but 
sometimes  looking,  listening,  pondering, 
and  growing  in  the  faith. 

To  include  children  in  the  congregation 
at  worship  benefits  the  child  and  the 
church  and  helps  both  know  the  all-en¬ 
compassing  nature  of  God’s  love. 

Most  people  who  advocate  for  a  sep¬ 
arate  Children’s  Church  mean  well.  They 
say  sincerely,  “We  need  to  do  more  for 
our  children.” 


My  Witness 

Mountaintop  experiences  should  lead 
to  a  re-shaping  of  our  spiritual  lives 


We  should  commend  as  well  as  criticize 


Two  television  systems  in  the  United 
States  recently  were  cited  by  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Coalition  on  Television  Violence. 
In  contrast  with  the  type  of  findings 
we’ve  come  to  expect  from  such  research 
organizations,  the  Public  Broadcasting 
System  (PBS)  and  WTBS  —  the  Atlanta- 
based  “super  station"  owned  by  sports¬ 
man  Ted  Turner  —  were  commended  for 
"non-violent,  high-quality  entertain¬ 
ment."  They  were  the  only  U.S.  televi¬ 
sion  organizations  ranked  in  the  top  ten 
out  of  a  survey  of  30  networks  in  seven 
countries. 

“Violence”  was  defined  in  the  survey 
as  “the  intentional  and  hostile  use  of  phys¬ 
ical  force  or  threat  thereof  by  one  per¬ 
son  against  another.”  The  networks  were 
ranked  on  the  basis  of  several  factors,  in¬ 
cluding  their  average  number  of  violent 
acts  per  hour.  Also  considered  was  each 
network’s  percentage  of  high-violence 
programs,  documentary  programs  and 
educational  programs. 

While  PBS  came  in  third  behind  the 
public  television  systems  in  West  Ger¬ 
many  and  Japan  (the  two  shared  first 
place)  and  BBC-2  -TV  in  England,  offi¬ 
cials  noted  that  PBS  is  “equal  to  the  best 
in  the  world"  based  on  its  national  pro¬ 
gramming.  Some  local  PBS  affiliates, 
however,  include  commercial  program¬ 
ming  of  a  violent  nature  on  a  regular  basis. 

The  Turner  Broadcast  System,  which 
ranked  ninth  in  the  international  survey, 
was  probably  helped  by  its  heavy  news, 
sports,  and  documentary  programming. 
However,  WTBS  consistently  includes 
less  violence  than  the  three  major  com¬ 
mercial  networks  and  the  popular  HBO 
channel  in  comparable  programming  — 
such  as  movies. 

In  light  of  the  increasing  evidence  that 
the  portrayal  of  violence  on  television 
helps  to  shape  the  attitudes  and  behavior 
of  the  audience,  it  is  gratifying  to  learn 
that  there  is  at  least  one  group  keeping 
score  on  “non-violence”  and  that  some 
television  organizations  can  be  cited  as 
“winners.”  Although  such  things  can  be 
evaluated  only  on  a  relative  scale,  those 
entertainment  media  which  are  making 


a  conscious  effort  to  limit  the  incidence 
of  violence  and  other  forms  of  anti-social 
behavior  need  to  be  encouraged  and  com¬ 
mended. 

We  have  at  times  urged  readers  to  reg¬ 
ister  opposition  to  objectionable  tele- 
sion  programming  to  appropriate  net¬ 
work  officials.  We  should  be  just  as  quick 
to  express  appreciation  for  positive  pro¬ 
gramming,  and  to  encourage  its  continu¬ 
ance.  We’re  sure  words  of  commendation 
for  their  efforts  to  minimize  violent  pro¬ 
gramming  would  be  appreciated  by  offi¬ 
cials  at:  The  Public  Broadcast  System, 
475  L’Enfant  Plaza  SW,  Washington,  DC 
20024,  your  local  PBS  affiliate  station, 
and  Turner  Broadcast  System,  1050 
Peachwood  Drive  NW,  Atlanta,  Georgia 
30318. 


By  RUBY  MAE  JONES 

“And  see  that  you  make  them  after  the 
pattern  for  them,  which  is  being  shown 
you  on  the  mountain ”  (Exodus  25:40 
RSV). 

Our  deepest  insights  and  our  greatest 
inspirations  come  from  mountain-top  ex¬ 
periences.  The  spiritual  vision  of  Peter, 
James  and  John  was  enormously  en¬ 
larged  and  clarified  on  the  Mount  of 
Transfiguration.  One  of  the  greatest  ex¬ 
periences  in  Elijah’s  life  took  place  on 
Mt.  Carmel  when  God  honored  his  faith¬ 
fulness  by  sending  down  fire  to  consume 
the  drenched  sacrifice.  From  Mt.  Pisgah 
Moses  saw  the  Promised  Land.  On  Mt. 
Horeb  he  saw  God  in  the  burning  bush 
and  on  Mt.  Sinai  he  was  entrusted  with 
the  Ten  Commandments. 

One’s  sight  is  deepened  and  ethical  vi¬ 
sion  sharpened  by  these  mountain-top  ex¬ 
periences  which  can  come  to  all  of  us 


with  some  degree  oi  regularity.  They 
may  come  in  meditation  and  prayer  or 
while  reading  inspirational  literature. 
They  may  happen  at  a  convention  of  the 
church,  while  worshipping  quietly  in  the 
sanctuary  or  while  listening  to  a  great 
sermon.  Isaiah  had  a  great  vision  in  the 
Temple  where  he  “saw  also  the  Lord  sit¬ 
ting  upon  a  throne,  high  and  lifted  up, 
and  his  train  filled  the  temple"  (Isaiah  6:1). 

The  purpose  of  such  experiences  is  to 
give  us  patterns  for  living.  It  is  through 
them  that  God  shows  us  His  plan  for  our 
lives  and  appeals  to  us  to  follow  it. 

At  such  times  we  are  also  given  the 
grace,  the  faith  and  the  courage  we  need 
to  live  in  accordance  with  the  clarified  vi¬ 
sion  of  what  God  would  have  us  be  and  do. 

God  sends  us  the  vision,  but  living  up  to 
it  is  our  responsibility.  If  clarified  ethical 
vision  has  shown  us  that  certain  of  our 
habits  and  practices  are  wrong,  we  must 


change  our  way  of  life.  If  we  have  seen 
our  duty  clearly,  we  must  do  it.  If  God 
has  beckoned  us  into  some  new  field  of 
activity  we  must  follow.  It  is  better  never 
to  have  had  a  searching  spiritual  experi¬ 
ence  than  to  refuse  to  shape  our  lives 
“after  the  pattern  which  was  showed 
thee  in  the  mount." 

If  we  do  not  intend  to  accept  God’s 
leadership  we  might  better  avoid  moun¬ 
tain-top  experiences.  But,  if  we  are  ready 
to  dedicate  ourselves  to  Him,  we  shall 
find  such  enlightenment  coming  more 
frequently  and  with  greater  intensity.  In 
so  doing  we  shall  find  the  joy  and  fulfill¬ 
ment  which  come  only  to  those  who  seek 
to  live  their  lives  in  harmony  with  the 
will  of  God. 

This  week's  contributor.  Ruby  Mae 
Jones,  is  a  member  of  Boston  Avenue 
UMC  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  (Oklahoma 
Conference). 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Foolish  idealism,  naivete  fostered  by  Marxism 

Freedom  more  important 


der  of  the  service. 

To  my  thinking  this  is  preferable  to  no 
interaction  of  children  in  worship  at  all. 
But  if  this  model  appeals  to  you,  be  care¬ 
ful  to  make  sure  the  reason  behind  it  is 
out  of  love  for  the  children  and  not  for  the 
sake  of  convenience  for  the  adults. 

I  believe  the  best  model  is  a  worshipful 
atmosphere  that  allows  freedom  for  all  to 
participate  and  flexibility  to  meet  vary¬ 
ing  personal  needs. 

Often  children  are  a  barometer  of  the 
total  congregation.  They  transparently 
project  the  enthusiasm  and  the  boredom 
we  all  feel  at  times.  They  don’t  mask 
their  emotions.  This  is  why  their  behav¬ 
ior  at  times  is  deemed  inappropriate.  If 
the  service  can  appeal  to  the  children 
and  hold  their  attention,  it  will  be  appeal¬ 
ing  and  compelling  for  everyone. 

So,  for  now,  I  believe  we  should  hold  on 
to  the  children  in  our  midst.  Let’s  warm¬ 
ly  embrace  them  with  the  love  of  God  we 
have  found  in  Christ  Jesus.  Let’s  sing  to¬ 
gether,  pray  together,  commune  togeth¬ 
er,  and  receive  the  Word  together. 

And  if  all  this  togetherness  is  discom¬ 
fiting  sometimes,  let’s  be  willing  to 
change  together  as  we  grow  together  in 
the  grace  of  our  Lord. 

“Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  facing 
the  church.  This  week's  contributor,  the 
Rev.  Philip  W.  McLarty.  is  associate 
pastor  of  First  UMC.  Wichita  Falls. 
Texas  (North  Texas  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“Here  I  Stand,"  UMR,  P.  O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 
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To  the  Editor: 

Your  Jan.  20  issue  included  a  “Here  I 
Stand”  column  headlined  “U.  S.  Chris¬ 
tians  should  seek  to  understand  Nicara¬ 
gua”  by  the  Rev.  Raymond  K.  De- 
Hainaut. 

That  Marxists  will  use  naive  idealists 
for  their  own  purposes  is  nothing  new: 
1920’s  Russia  (see  movie  “Reds”),  1930’s 
Spain  (Hemingway),  Afghanistan  (West¬ 
ern  physicians),  Ethiopia  (famous  name 
telethons  for  USA  food),  and  Nicaragua 
which  is  not  unique. 

What  should  be  obvious  to  all  by  now  is 
Marxism’s  purpose:  totalitarian  control 
of  all  humanity  by  any  means.  That  sin¬ 
cere  but  naive  idealists  believe  in  “demo¬ 
cratic  goals”  is  eventually  irrelevant  as 
long  as  the  Marxists  have  control  and 
give  the  orders. 

Mr.  DeHainaut  attempts  to  confuse  the 
American  Revolution  with  Nicaraguan 
“revolution.”  The  American  Revolution 
was  not  throwing  off  one  totalitarian 
ruler  (King  George)  for  either  anarchy 
(French  Revolution)  or  another  totalitar¬ 
ian  ruler  (Napoleon).  The  American  Rev¬ 
olution  was  not  replacing  a  rightist  dic¬ 
tatorship  of  royalty  with  a  leftist  “pro¬ 
letarian  dictatorship"  (Marxist  phrase  of 
which  the  “dictatorship”  part  is  correct, 
but  contemporary  Poland  proves  the 
"proletarian"  part  is  a  lie.  The  American 
Revolution  was  against  all  totali¬ 
tarianism  —  whether  royal,  mili¬ 
tary,  financial,  political,  right  or  left; 
and  I  believe  should  now  include  the  to¬ 
talitarianism  of  the  “left”  in  not  only 
Marxist  governments  but  also  in  the 
“media  elite”  in  the  United  States. 

Naive  idealists  in  Central  America 
may  want  to  believe  that  they  are  ridding 
the  area  of  rightist  despots,  but  they  are 
only  replacing  them  with  leftist  despots ; 
or  believe  they  are  empowering  the  peas¬ 
ants,  but  eventually  they  are  only  em¬ 
powering  the  Marxists.  Idealism  does 
make  heroes  and  naivete  makes  fools. 

John  Lee  Terneus 
Yukon,  Oklahoma 

DeHainaut  stand 
on  Nicaragua  affirmed 

To  the  Editor. 

Many  thanks  to  the  Reporter  for  print¬ 
ing  Raymond  DeHainaut’s  “Here  I 
Stand”  article  headlined  “U.  S.  Chris¬ 
tians  should  seek  to  understand  Nicara¬ 
gua”  (UMR,  Jan.  20).  This  article 
matches  the  best  information  that  has 
been  written  on  the  subject. 

Poverty  is  the  real  enemy  in  Central 
America.  American  capitalism  has 
failed  to  defeat  that  enemy  in  the  long 
past,  and  as  William  Raspberry  con¬ 
cluded,  “Our  economic  system  can't 
work  for  the  oppressed  peasants  of  the 
region  .  .  .  and  we  can’t  allow  any  other 
system  to  even  try!” 

We  Christians  should  listen  closely  to 
the  advice  of  Mexico  and  other  Conta- 
dora  nations  to  the  south  of  us. 

T.  O.  Word 

Dripping  Springs,  Texas 


than  disarmament 

To  the  Editor: 

Please  tell  your  editors,  reporters  and 
the  "military  arms  opponents”  that 
there  is  something  more  important  in  our 
lives  and  the  well-being  of  our  people  on 
this  planet  than  unilateral  arms  reduc¬ 
tion  —  it  is  called  freedom ! 

I’d  like  to  see  no  arms  and  no  threats  of 
wars  either,  but  not  at  the  expense  of 
freedom. 

Richard  C.  Hurd 

North  Palm  Beach,  Florida 

Time  to  separate 

wheat  from  chaff 

To  the  Editor : 

Maybe  it’s  time  to  separate  the  wheat 
from  the  chaff  in  our  United  Methodist 
Church  and  let  those  who  have  spreading 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  as  their  priori¬ 
ty  continue  unhindered  by  those  who 
want  to  spend  their  time  and  energies 
protesting  our  country’s  national  policy. 

I  believe  we  must  be  concerned  first 
with  conversion,  and  then  with  our  na¬ 
tional  policy;  else  our  national  direction 
will  not  be  Gospel-guided,  and  we  will  go 
from  the  frying  pan  into  the  fire. 

I  for  one  think  that  peace  should  be  a 
Christian’s  foremost  aim.  But  not  peace 
at  any  price,  or  communist-type  peace, 
or  peace  out  of  fear,  or  peace  that  a  dol¬ 
lar  can  buy.  Only  Christ’s  peace  is  worth¬ 
while. 

If  we  are  true  to  Christ's  great  com¬ 
mission  (Matthew  28:19  ...  “Go  to  all 
peoples  everywhere  and  make  them  my 
disciples  .  .  .”)  and  accomplish  this, 
peace  will  follow.  Let  us  not  work  for  a 
peace  that  is  not  a  peace  at  all.  True 
peace  is  not  the  discarding  of  atomic 
bombs  and  missiles.  True  peace  is  not 
wanting  to  settle  difference  with  destruc¬ 
tion,  but  settling  differences  with  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  as  our  guide. 

We  must  remember  our  Lord’s  exam¬ 
ple  was  not  to  storm  Rome  protesting  its 
policies,  but  to  convert  people.  And  then 
the  Holy  Spirit  working  through  people 
brought  the  greatest  power  on  earth  to 
Christianity. 

If  we  spent  as  much  of  our  United 
Methodist  potential  with  the  Gospel  in 
Moscow  and  Washington  as  we  spend 
feeding  national  distrust,  the  Holy  Spirit 
could  perform  the  miracle  needed  to 
bring  about  peace.  Or  have  we  United 
Methodists  forgotten  the  Holy  Spirit’s  po¬ 
tential? 

David  B.  Ewen 
Breesport,  New  York 

Discomfort  with  various 
sub-titles  for  church 

To  the  Editor: 

In  speaking  with  the  pastor  of  my 
church,  I  wondered  just  what  “United 
Methodist”  actually  means. 

I  read  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 


the  Black  Methodist  Church,  the  Korean 
Methodist  Church  and  it  goes  on  and  on. 
We  might  as  well  say  that  we  have  the 
Southern  Methodist  Church,  the  Republi¬ 
can  Methodist  Church,  the  Liberal  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  and  so  on. 

I  am  one  who  believes  that  we  are  all 
United  Methodist  —  period.  This  giving 
of  separate  titles  seems  to  do  nothing 
more  than  inflate  egos.  Let  us  all  gather 
under  the  one  name. 

We  are  United  Methodists,  and  I  pray 
to  God  that  we  soon  realize  this  and  be¬ 
come  one  church,  under  God,  for  God  and 
the  spreading  of  God’s  Word. 

John  O.  Sutorius 
Hollywood,  California 

Burden  of  proof  should 

shift  to  State  Department 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  thank  you  for  your  De¬ 
cember  16  article  reporting  on  the 
Women’s  Peace  Pilgrimage  to  Honduras 
and  the  ongoing  presence  of  the  Witness 
for  Peace  in  Nicaragua. 

I  would,  however,  like  to  take  excep¬ 
tion  to  the  State  Department’s  often  used 
response,  which  can  no  longer  be  allowed 
to  stand  as  fact.  For  three  years  the  State 
Department  has  claimed  that  arms  con¬ 
tinue  to  flow  from  Nicaragua  to  El  Salva¬ 
dor.  For  three  years  the  United  States 
has  funded  a  terrorist  war  against  Nica¬ 
ragua,  reportedly  to  stop  this  arms  flow. 
But  after  three  years  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  can  still  offer  no  proof  that  this 
arms  flow  even  exists. 

It  would  seem  that  after  causing  hun¬ 
dreds  of  deaths  and  spending  millions  of 
our  tax  dollars,  the  burden  of  proof  would 
be  placed  on  the  State  Department,  and 
not  on  the  backs  of  the  Nicaraguan  peo¬ 
ple. 

Jim  Wallis 
Washington,  D.C. 

We  need  to  grow  up 
regarding  language 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  some  of  the  “Letters  to 
the  Editor,"  I  realize  how  fortunate  I 
have  been  than  most  for  having  attended 
a  very  small  rural  school  and  having  in¬ 
telligent  and  caring  parents  who  taught 
me  the  fundamentals  for  a  good  spiritual 
life. 

It  was  in  the  school  that  I  learned  the 
meaning  of  the  word  “gender"  and  that 
all  references  to  people  collectively  as¬ 
sumed  the  male  gender.  It  never  entered 
my  mind  after  that  explanation  that  as  a 
woman,  I  was  an  inferior  person  or  was 
not  free.  Never  did  I  feel  that  “layman” 
left  me  out  of  the  church,  and  as  far  as  I 
know,  it  never  has.  I  knew  I  was  a  part  of 
the  church  because  I  wanted  to  be. 

I  never  cease  to  be  amazed  at  the  lack 
of  adult  reasoning  we  see  in  print.  The 
guilty  excuses  and  analysis  written  con¬ 
cerning  homosexuality  come  across 
rather  pathetic.  Have  we  reached  a  time 


when  we,  as  adults,  are  mentally 
juveniles? 

Oh  no,  I  haven’t  been  one  of  those  pam¬ 
pered  housewives.  I  worked  many  years 
and  my  salary  was  not  in  comparison 
with  that  of  a  professional,  but  I  was  not 
a  professional.  No  one  prevented  me 
from  being  one;  I  just  did  not  put  forth 
the  effort.  How  then  can  I  scream  “dis¬ 
crimination"  for  something  I  did  not  do 
for  myself?  Where  would  be  my  pride? 

It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  would  cease 
wasting  time  over  word  usage  and  apply 
ourselves  to  something  constructive,  we 
would  not  have  time  to  try  to  distinguish 
whether  it  is  our  “Father's”  or  our 
“Mother’s”  world.  All  that  energy  could 
be  spent  usefully  to  promote  “our"  world 
in  a  more  religious  and  spiritual  tone, 
while  God  grants  us  the  time  to  do  it. 

Let  us  all  grow  up. 

Martha  Drane 
Newbern,  Tennessee 

Christian  duty  is  to 

look  more  closely 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  December  23  issue  of  the  Report¬ 
er,  Ray  Smith  is  “amazed”  at  what  he 


calls  distorted  logic  in  Dr.  Alan  Walker’s 
comparison  of  Russia’s  actions  in  Poland 
and  Afghanistan  and  our  nation’s  inva¬ 
sion  of  Grenada,  and  perhaps  also  in  El 
Salvador. 

I  am  amazed  that  Mr.  Smith  cannot  see 
that  they  are  motivated  by  exactly  the 
same  justification  and  rationalization. 
Russia  acted  when  it  was  displeased  by 
the  changes  in  those  places  which  were 
contrary  to  what  it  considered  its  own 
best  interests.  The  U.  S.  did  exactly  the 
same  thing,  and  also  perhaps  to  divert  at¬ 
tention  from  the  failure  of  our  “peace¬ 
keeping”  force  in  Lebanon. 

If  our  motives  are  so  pure  and  altruis¬ 
tic  that  we  are  only  concerned  with  free¬ 
dom  and  democracy,  and  against  dicta¬ 
torship,  we  would  not  be  supporting  the 
oppressive  government  in  South  Korea, 
Marcos  in  the  Philippines,  and  El  Salva¬ 
dor’s  military  government.  Most  govern¬ 
ments  can  find  reasons  to  justify  any  ac¬ 
tion  which  is  in  their  own  interests,  and 
fault  anything  contrary.  It’s  simply  basic 
human  nature,  but  as  Christians  we  have 
a  duty  to  examine  events  a  little  more 
closely. 

C.  H.  Lark 

Jennings,  Missouri 


It’S 

To  Your 
Advantage! 


It  is  to  your 
advantage  to  see 
"BORN  TO  GIVE" 
if  you  haven’t 
viewed  it  yet  —  or 
to  see  it  again  if  you 
have.  "BORN  TO 
GIVE”,  produced  in 
1981,  is  one  of 
United  Methodism’s 
most  popular  films. 
In  addition  to 
telling  the  story  of 
our  church’s  pro¬ 
gram  of  second-mile 
giving  to  missions 
and  relief/rehabil¬ 
itation,  the 
Advance,  this 
30-minute  color  film 
is  a  warm  story  of 
Christian  love  and 
outreach. 


Contact  your  conference  resource  center  (film 
library)  or  EcuFilm,  810  Twelfth  Ave.  S.,  Nash¬ 
ville,  TN  37203  (rental,  $15;  sale,  $150). 
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‘Maintenance-minded  UMC  lacking  in  creative  ministries 


ORLANDO,  Fla.  (UMNS)  -  Four  crucial 
areas  must  be  addressed  if  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  to  overcome  a  sagging  membership 
and  dwindling  enthusiasm  to  “move  with  power 
out  of  our  past  and  into  our  future,”  a  church  pro¬ 
gram  official  said  here  recently. 

“In  the  past  few  years  it  seems  we’ve  been 
more  concerned  with  pension  plans  and  health 
benefits  for  lay  and  clergy  employees,”  said  the 
Rev.  Alan  K.  Waltz,  associate  general  secretary 
of  the  General  Council  on  Ministries. 

“But  who  is  helping  the  church  be  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  each  other?  Who  is  helping  us  find  the 
ties  that  bind  rather  than  the  legalistic  ties  that 
bind  up  our  organization?  ” 

Nestle 
boycott 
called  off 

Compiled  From  News  Releases 

WASHINGTON  —  After  seven  years  of 
caustic  and  bitter  exchanges,  the  Nestle 
Corp.  and  its  chief  critics  have  nego¬ 
tiated  a  suspension  of  the  consumer  boy¬ 
cott  of  Nestle  products. 

The  International  Nestle  Boycott  Com¬ 
mittee  (INBC)  and  Nestle  jointly  an¬ 
nounced  Jan.  26  that  intensive  negotia¬ 
tions  during  the  last  month  involved 
.  UNICEF  and  resulted  in  Nestle  clarify¬ 
ing  its  infant  formula  marketing  policies 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee. 

United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  is  a  key  member  of  the 
INBC.  It  and  the  UM  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  were  among  the  first 
groups  endorsing  a  boycott  of  Nestle. 

Both  had  continued  to  advocate  the 
boycott,  although  the  official  denomina¬ 
tional  stance  for  more  than  a  year  has 
been  that  the  boycott  was  “inappro¬ 
priate.” 

Leaders  of  both  UM  agencies  wel¬ 
comed  the  settlement. 

The  boycott  committee  commended 
Nestle  “for  taking  the  leadership  role”  in 
adopting  internationally  approved  guide¬ 
lines  for  insuring  that  infant  formula 
marketing  practices  don’t  lead  to  malnu¬ 
trition  and  death.  Critics  had  said  ag¬ 
gressive  marketing  practices  persuaded 
women  to  use  infant  formula  instead  of 
breastfeeding  when  they  really  were  in¬ 
capable  of  using  the  formula  properly. 

Nestle  stated  that  it  “recognizes  and 
supports  the  commitment  of  the  INBC 
'  and  its  members  to  safeguard  the  child¬ 
ren  of  the  Third  World  from  hazards  re¬ 
lated  to  the  inappropriate  marketing  of 
infant  formula.” 

The  United  Methodist  Church  set  up  a 
task  force  in  1980  to  study  the  issues  and 
to  work  with  Nestle  for  a  satisfactory 
solution. 

;  “"‘At  its  peak,1  87  religious,  labor,  wo- 
•  men’s  health  and  other  organizations  in 
10  countries  endorsed  the  boycott. 

Thirty-one  of  73  UM  annual  confer¬ 
ences  endorsed  the  boycott  at  one  time, 
but  less  than  half  of  those  voted  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  endorsement  after  last  spring. 

Members  of  the  INBC  said  they  will 
■continue  to  monitor  Nestle’s  activities 
and  will  turn  their  attention  to  persuad¬ 
ing  other  corporations  to  follow  Nestle’s 
lead. 

The  Rev.  Luther  E.  Tyson,  director  of 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society’s  de¬ 
partment  of  environmental  justice  and 
survival,  said  the  move  “is  welcome 
news.”  The  “real  victors,"  he  continued, 

“are  the  infants  whose  health  will  be  im¬ 
proved  by  Nestle’s  decision  to  abide  by 
the  WHO  code.  This  understanding  and 
agreement  between  (company  and  boy- 
cotters)  demonstrates  both  the  power  of 
moral  influence  and  the  power  of  mar¬ 
keting  decisions  on  the  part  of  those 
boycotting." 


In  his  address  to  the  National  Association  of 
Conference  Council  Directors,  Dr.  Waltz 
described  membership  decline  during  the  last 
two  decades.  In  1948,  he  said,  the  former 
Methodist  and  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
churches  had  a  total  of  9.4  million  members  in 
44,700  churches.  By  1965  the  denominations  had 
grown  to  a  combined  membership  of  11  million 
members. 

However,  in  1984  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  dropped  to  9.4  million  members  and  38,300 
churches,  he  said.  “What  in  God’s  name  have  we 
been  doing  for  the  last  36  years?  ’  ’ 

Dr.  Waltz  concluded  that  the  church  has 
become  a  denomination  of  “church  profession¬ 


als”  who  are  viewed  as  insensitive  to  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  individual  members.  “As  a  denomina¬ 
tion  we’re  trying  to  work  our  way  through  these 
patterns  of  authoritarianism,”  he  said. 

The  ministries  of  the  church  and  their  effec¬ 
tiveness  depends  on  the  state  of  leadership,  Dr. 
Waltz  said.  As  budgets  tighten  and  programs  and 
creativity  among  Methodist  people  increase.  Dr. 
ference  program  staff  members  will  not  be 
equipped  to  provide  all  expertise  and  resources. 

Church  growth  in  the  1950s  and  1960s  resulted 
in  large  part  from  an  emphasis  on  leadership 
training  at  the  local  level,  he  said.  “A  shift  occur¬ 
red  in  the  late  ’60s  when  church  staff  people  be¬ 
came  information  specialists.  We  must  stop  train¬ 


ing  people  to  use  resources  as  directed  and  move 
toward  training  people  to  lead  and  choose  re¬ 
sources  they  need.  Our  staffs  should  be  in  the  field 
training  superintendents,  pastors,  local  church  of¬ 
ficers  —  anyone  we  can  find,”  Dr.  Waltz  said. 

While  many  local  churches  have  necessarily 
combined  the  administrative  board  and  council 
on  ministries  to  form  an  administrative  council, 
he  said,  such  consolidation  at  the  conference  or 
national  church  level  could  diminish  the 
importance  of  programming  and  outreach  in 
favor  of  maintenance  and  fiscal  concerns. 

“When  the  economy  is  down  there  is  a  natural 
tendency  for  organizations  to  cut  programming 
staff  and  budgets.  The  last  to  go  are  business  and 


financial  officers,"  Dr.  Waltz  said.  He  said  while 
secular  enterprises  have  learned  the  importance 
of  having  a  “value-driven”  organization,  the 
church  seems  to  be  moving  to  put  more 
emphasis  on  maintenance  and  playing  it  safe. 
That  fact  is  reflected  in  the  lack  of  creative 
ministries  across  the  church,  he  said. 

The  trend  is  apparent  in  the  churches’ 
reluctance  to  embrace  the  electronic  media,  he 
said.  “We  argue  that  we  don’t  have  the  funds,  but 
what  we’re  missing  is  the  foresight.  Some  of  us 
have  personal  computers  in  our  offices  to  take 
care  of  bookkeeping,  but  we’re  still  not  looking  at 
the  missional  possibilities  that  the  electronic  age 
presents,”  Dr.  Waltz  said. 


Ethnic  persons  in  UM  general  agency  leadership 
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The  doubling  of  ethnic  representation  on  United  Methodist  general  agencies  —  and  the  changes  of  each  ethnic 
group  —  are  shown  by  the  graphs  on  the  left  (source:  UM  General  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race). 

Graphs  on  the  right  provide  comparison  ratios  of  ethnic  persons  in  the  total  United  Methodist  Church  membership 
(source:  estimates  used  by  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race)  and  the  U.S.  population  as  a  whole  (source:  1980  U.S. 
Census).  united  Methodist  reporter  graphic 

Native  American  UMs  seek  new 
partnership  with  majority  church 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

SEATTLE  —  They  vary  in  size  from  18 
to  157,  averaging  30  to  40.  They  exist  in 
climatic  extremes  ranging  from  the  ar- 
rid  heat  of  Yuma,  Ariz.,  to  the  arctic  cold 
of  Nome,  Alaska. 

They  are  the  13  Native  American  con¬ 
gregations  in  United  Methodism’s  giant, 
12-state  Western  Jurisdiction.  Of  their  14 
pastors,  only  three  are  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans;  the  others  are  Anglos.  Their  mem¬ 
bers  are  scattered  among  20  tribes  on  11 
reservations  and  in  three  urban  areas. 

They  feel  fragmented  and  isolated. 
And  they  brought  those  feelings  here 
Jan.  20-21  to  a  Western  Jurisdiction  con¬ 
sultation  on  Native  American  ministries. 

But  they  also  brought  a  desire  to  know 
more  about  and  participate  more  in 
United  Methodism,  of  which  they  often 
do  not  feel  an  integral  part,  and  to  lead 
the  church’s  response  to  threats  to  cer¬ 
tain  American  Indian  treaty  rights,  par- 


Creation,  evolution 
debate  filled  news 


By  WALTER  VERNON 

The  first  words  of  the  Bible  are  “In  the 
beginning  God  created  the  heavens  and 
the  earth  ...”  A  hundred  years  ago  the 
Methodist  press  argued  the  pros  and  cons 
of  Darwin’s  theory  of  evolution  —  which 
theory  to  some  persons  discredited  God’s 
creative  act. 

Alexander  Winchell,  a  renowned  pro¬ 
fessor  of  geology  at  Vanderbilt  Univer¬ 
sity  in  1875,  wrote  a  series  of  aricles  in 
the  Northern  Christian  Advocate,  pro¬ 
posing  that  Adam  might  not  be  the  first 
man,  but  was  the  first  Caucasian.  The 
Northwestern  Christian  Advocate  and 
The  Christian  Advocate  in  New  York 
supported  Winchell’s  position;  the  Nash¬ 
ville  Christian  Advocate  opposed  his  pos¬ 
ition. 

United  Methodists  insist  that  any 
explanation  of  creation  must  not  leave 
out  God  as  Creator.  As  Methodist  theo¬ 
logian  Georgia  Harkness  put  it  in  “Under¬ 
standing  the  Christian  Faith” : 

“To  suppose  that  everything  in  crea¬ 
tion  progressed  from  star  dust  to  amoe¬ 
ba,  and  from  amoeba  to  man,  and  from 
Neanderthal  man  to  Socrates  and  Jesus 
just  by  accident,  puts  a  terrific  strain  on 
our  credulity  ...  To  suppose  that  all  this 
happens  by  chance  is  unthinkable.  Wher¬ 
ever  there  is  order  and  harmony,  there  is 
an  ordering,  harmonizing  Mind.” 

Dr.  Harris  Franklin  Rail,  one  of  the 
best  known  Methodist  theologians  in  the 
first  half  of  this  century,  saw  the  relation 
between  science  and  religion  in  these 
terms  in  “The  Christian  Faith  and 
Way”:  “Science  .  .  .  studies  the  way  in 
which  things  behave,  and  this  orderly  be- 
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havior  we  call  the  laws  of  nature  .  .  .  The 
laws  of  nature  are  not  something  apart 
from  God  .  .  .  For  the  scientist  they 
simply  express  the  nature  of  things  as 
seen  in  the  way  they  behave.  For  the  reli¬ 
gious  man  they  are  the  thoughts  of  God 
.  .  .  There  is  a  ‘reign  of  law’  in  nature  be¬ 
cause  our  God  is  a  God  of  order .  .  . 

“The  Bible  gives  us  several  creation 
stories  in  addition  to  those  of  Genesis  1 
and  2  (Isa.  40;  Ps.  104;  Job  38:4-39). 
These  are  not  scientific  accounts.  They 
are  great  hymns  of  faith  expressed  in 
picture  form.  The  pictures  vary,  but  they 
all  set  forth  the  great  truth  that  this  won¬ 
derful  world  is  the  creation  of  a  God  of 
wisdom  and  power  and  goodness  .  .  .  Re¬ 
ligion  declares  that  God  created ;  science 
tells  us  how.” 

Dr.  Harkness  sums  up  these  ideas 
well:  “The  creation  story  was  never  in¬ 
tended  as  science,  but  as  epic  poetry  .  .  . 
It  is  a  story  giving  in  majestic,  poetic 
narrative  an  early  Hebrew  answer  to  our 
own  questions,  ‘Who  made  the  world?’ 
and  ‘Why?’  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that  those  who  .  .  .  wrote  the  story  as  it 
was  handed  down  did  not  have  all  the  in¬ 
formation  we  have  about  scientific  pro¬ 
cesses  .  .  .  What  is  to  be  marveled  at  is 
the  depth  of  their  religious  insight  .  .  . 
that  it  is  God’s  world ..." 


ticularly  those  involving  hunting  and 
fishing,  water  and  minerals,  education, 
health  and  welfare  and  atomic  waste  dis¬ 
posal. 

Speaker  after  speaker  pounded  one 
theme:  If  Native  Americans  want  to 
“play  the  game,”  they  have  to  learn  the 
rules,  whether  those  rules  be  procedures 
of  a  U.S.  Senate  committee  or  petitions  to 
a  United  Methodist  General  Conference. 
Second,  they  have  to  be  aware  that  rules 
can  be  changed,  particularly  when  cor¬ 
porations  start  vying  for  water  or  miner¬ 
al  rights  on  Indian  reservations,  and, 
finally,  they  have  to  “play  the  game” 
better  than  anyone  else  and  focus  on 
manageable  parts  lest  they  lose  out  in  a 
multiplicity  of  “issues”  and  problems. 

Leaders  of  their  own 

As  primary  resource  persons,  these 
western  UM  Native  Americans  had  two 
of  their  own:  The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf 
Fassett,  superintendent  of  the  Alaska 
Missionary  Conference  starting  in  1983 
and,  before  that,  a  major  “issues”  staff 
person  with  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  and  Dr.  Claudeen 
Arthur,  graduate  of  the  Navajo  Indian 
Methodist  School  in  Farmington,  N.M., 
and  now  attorney  geheral  of  the  Navajo 
Indian  nation,  with  a  staff  of  23  at¬ 
torneys. 

Mr.  Fassett,  a  native  of  western  New 
York,  reminded  his  audience,  “Our 
people  have  existed  on  this  land  since  be¬ 
fore  human  history  .  .  .  We  'must  be 
concerned  not  only  about  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  ministries  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  but  also  the  survival  of  Indian  na¬ 
tions  ...  If  the  church  decides  to  stand  in 
favor  of  the  Indians,  it  will  run  the  risk  of, 
losing  members.  But  if  the  church  takes 
seriously  its  own  historic  creeds,  it  will 
suffer  with  the  oppressed. 

“We  should  not  be  embarrassed  as 
church  people,”  Mr.  Fassett  said,  “to  re¬ 
cite  the  violations  of  Indian  treaty  rights. 
It  is  a  part  of  our  faith  to  be  able  to  speak 
of  issues  of  justice.” 

Mr.  Fassett  said  most  Americans  are 
not  aware  that  Native  Americans  have 
been  “experimented  on.”  He  cited  such 
instances  as  sterilization  of  women  and 
testing  of  drugs  on  children  in  Indian 
schools.  “The  church  can  take  note  of 
this  and  say,  ‘For  God’s  sake,  this  has  to 
stop!’  ” 

Mr.  Fassett  warned  in  general  against 
dissipating  too  many  energies  in  “resolu¬ 
tion  writing,"  but  he  said  that  any  Native 
American  resolution  to  the  1984  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  should 
call  for  “training  in  Indian  studies”  —  a 
certain  number  of  college-level  semester 
hours  —  before  any  church  worker  is  as¬ 
signed  to  an  Indian  ministry. 

Mr.  Fassett  also  noted  that  Native 
Americans  in  the  West  have  particular 
“leverage”  in  their  ownership  of  land,  in¬ 
cluding  whole  mountains  and  lakes, 
some  ol  which  are  sacred  grounds  to 
some  tribes.  Minerals  on  Indian  lands 
are  expected  to  produce  30  percent  of  the 


Decade  sees  doubled 
UM  ethnic  minority 
presence  in  leadership 


nation’s  future  energy,  he  said. 

“We  must  analyze  carefully  with  our 
brothers  and  sisters  of  other  colors,  the 
blacks  and  Hispanics  and  Asians.  But 
while  they  are  talking  about  ‘getting  a 
piece  of  the  action,’  we  already  have  it 
in  land  ownership." 

A  new  partnership  is  needed,  he  said, 
between  the  church  and  those  pursuing 
Indian  issues.  “And  if  we  have  to  be  part¬ 
ners  with  the  majority  church,  don't  be 
afraid,”  he  admonished.  “In  the  church 
of  Christ  there  are  no  outsiders.  We  must 
learn  to  use  the  church’s  energies  and  its 
structure.  I  am  a  United  Methodist  be¬ 
cause  the  organization  works.  But  we 
have  to  use  it  to  help  the  Word  ‘come  and 
be  among  us.’  ” 

Hitting  again  on  his  theme  of  land- 
based  leverage,  Mr.  Fassett  proposed 
that  the  United  Methodist  Church  owns 
certain  lands  which  it  could  give  to  west¬ 
ern  tribes  to  provide  them  a  land  base  for 
recognition  and  self-determination  of  the 
land’s  use.  “The  gift  could  be  any 
amount  from  an  acre  up,”  he  added. 

Dr.  Claudeen  Arthur’s  “know  the 
rules”  dictum  was  at  least  as  strong  as 
Mr.  Fassett’s. 

“For  a  long  time,”  she  said,  “non-In¬ 
dian  lawyers  have  dictated  what  Indians 
must  do,  something  like  herding  goats.  It 
is  important  for  you  Indian  people  to  give 
non-Indians  direction,  no  matter  how 
much  help  the  church  gives  you.” 

She  said  official  U.S.  policy  has 
evolved  from  “let’s  don’t  make  any  more 
treaties  with  the  Indians"  to  “let’s  pro¬ 
vide  education  for  them  and  make  them 
more  like  white  people”  to  “let’s  move 
them  off  the  reservations  and  assimilate 
them  into  the  culture”  to  the  Nixon  policy 
of  “self-determination  without  dollar 
support”  and,  now,  the  Reagan  policy  of 
“government  to  government  relations." 

Each  time  Indians  have  tried  to  exer¬ 
cise  their  sovereign  rights  over  their 
lands,  U.S.  policy  (the  “rules")  has 
changed,  she  said. 

Better  understanding  sought 

Emphasizing  the  sovereignty  of  Indian 
nations,  she  said  non-Indians,  including 
church  people,  must  be  educated  to  un¬ 
derstand  that  American  Indians  have 
separate  legal  rights  that  the  U.S.  is 
bound  to  honor. 

General  church  funds  paid  for  the  con¬ 
sultation:  $15,000  from  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  $3,000  from  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race,  and  $9,000 
from  the  National  Division  (Board  of 
Global  Ministries),  whose  president, 
Mrs.  Ann  Rader  Pfisterer,  attended 
throughout.  ^ 

Resource  persons  from  general  church 
agencies  and  annual  conferences  gave 
the  consultation  detailed  suggestions  on 
how  Native  Americans  can  become  fuller 
participants  as  United  Methodists.  One 
two-hour  session  dealt  with  nothing  but 
how  to  write  applications  for  grants  un¬ 
der  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
missional  priority. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  Church's  efforts 
to  “share  power  among  all  ethnic 
groups”  and  to  “increase  ethnic  minority 
visibility”  have  reached  new  heights  of 
numerical  success  in  the  general  boards 
and  agencies. 

Ethnic  minority  persons  fill  one  of 
every  six  professional  staff  jobs  and  two 
of  every  seven  policy-setting  director 
positions. 

That's  more  than  double  the  represen¬ 
tation  of  1971. 

This  change  appears  to  have  stirred  up 
some  resentment  in  the  predominantly 
white  denomination;  and  this  may  ex¬ 
plain  why  some  general  agencies  are  ex¬ 
periencing  increasing  criticism,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  UMC’s  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race. 

Only  an  estimated  4.7  percent  of  United 
Methodists  are  ethnic  minority  persons 
—  blacks,  Hispanics,  Asian  Americans 
and  Native  Americans. 

However,  these  groups  comprise  17.8 
percent  of  the  749  agency  staff  profes¬ 
sionals  and  28.3  percent  of  the  845  direc¬ 
tors,  according  to  Religion  and  Race’s 
report  to  the  UMC’s  upcoming  1984  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference. 

Ethnic  presence  on  the  boards  and 
agencies  isn’t  disproportionate  to  the 
U.S.  population  in  general. 

Numerical  presence  does  not  neces¬ 
sarily  mean  ethnic  minority  persons  are 
able  to  exert  influence  in  the  same  way 
as  white  persons,  states  the  Religion  and 
Race  report: 

“Overall,  things  are  not  always  what 
they  seem,  and  racism  is  still  a  deterrent 
to  the  performance  of  ethnic  staff. 

“The  agencies  have  indeed  come  a  long 
way,  but  there  is  still  a  long  road  ahead 
for  all  agencies  to  achieve  a  bona-fide 
racial  pluralism  and  inclusiveness." 

Racism  behind  controversies? 

The  effect  on  individual  United  Meth¬ 
odists  of  the  great  change  in  racial  com¬ 
position  of  general  agencies  varies,  the 
commission  reports. 

For  many  ethnic  minority  United 
Methodists,  the  high  visibility  of  ethnic 
professionals  has  made  them  feel  a  part 
of  a  denomination  that  was  structurally 
segregated  until  1968. 

For  some  white  United  Methodists,  it 
has  made  it  seem  that  the  agencies’  acti¬ 
vities  primarily  are  benefitting  ethnic 
minority  persons,  according  to  a  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Race  study.  “In  fact,  the  work 
continues  to  serve  the  ongoing  needs  of 
the  white  majority.” 

Nowhere  is  the  pressure  greater  than 
on  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  which  has  an  “outstanding  re¬ 
cord  of  racial  pluralism,”  Religion  and 
Race  states. 

One-third  (31  percent)  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries’  192  professional  staff  and  three- 
fourths  (71  percent)  of  its  276  general 
staff  are  ethnic  persons. 

Interviews  by  Religion  and  Race  of 
Global  Ministries  executives,  revealed 
the  mission  agency  executives  believe  it 
is  “the  presence  of  color"  in  their  staff 
that  has  prompted  most  of  the  major 
controversies  concerning  the  board. 

They  claim  racism  is  at  the  heart  of 
pressure  against  the  board's  boycott  of  the 
Nestle  Corp.,  of  demands  for  restructur¬ 
ing,  of  questions  about  consultation  con¬ 
cerning  support  of  activist  groups  in 
'Mississippi  and  of  “offensives  launched 
by  the  Institute  on  Religion  and  De¬ 
mocracy. 

Instead  of  being  able  to  do  what  they 
were  hired  to  do.  Global  Ministries  exec- 
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utives  have  to  direct  time  and  effort  to¬ 
ward  “pleasing  the  majority”  and  coun¬ 
tering  racist  moves  such  as  those  just 
mentioned,  they  said. 

Racism  charge  a  cloak? 

Persons  engaged  in  the  aforementioned 
criticisms  of  the  missions  agency  vehe¬ 
mently  denied  to  the  Reporter  that  their 
dissatisfaction  was  motivated  by  the 
increased  ethnic  presence. 

In  questions  about  the  Nestle  boycott 
and  human  rights  actions,  for  instance, 
they  said  most  staff  persons  with  whom 
they  were  at  loggerheads  were  white. 

Nonetheless,  some  active  critics  ot 
Global  Ministries’  political  and  social  ac¬ 
tions  have  privately  told  the  Reporter 
they  think  the  agency  has  strained  “too 
hard"  to  raise  its  ethnic  minority  repre¬ 
sentation  so  high.  They  also  said  they  be¬ 
lieve  some  agency  leaders  have  unfairly 
tried  to  exempt  themselves  from  critical 
analysis  by  hiding  behind  the  agencies' 
ethnic  identity. 

Whether  racist  motives  behind 
criticisms  are  real  or  merely  perceived, 
a  “victim  mentality”  has  taken  over  the 
Global  Ministries  staff,  Religion  and 
Race  reports.  "Ethnic  minority  staff  per¬ 
sons  feel  the  tensions  more  than  the 
majority  staff.” 

UMs  should  “feel  good” 

The  Rev.  Woodie  White,  director  of  Re¬ 
ligion  and  Race  which  monitors  racial  re¬ 
lations  for  the  UMC,  was  asked  what  he 
would  tell  somebody  who  questioned  the 
disproportionately  high  percentage  (to 
UM  membership)  of  ethnic  minority  re¬ 
presentation. 

“I’d  say  United  Methodists  should  feel 
really  good"  that  they  are  in  a  church 
that  is  open  to  racial  pluralism  and  inclu- 
sivtness,  Dr.  White  said. 

He  said  Religion  and  Race  never  has 
set  quotas  for  the  agencies  but  instead 
has  encouraged  them  to  do  what  it  takes 
to  provide  for  a  real  sharing  of  power 
with  the  dominant  white  segment. 

“The  sharing  of  power  among  all 
racial  groups  in  the  church  cannot  be 
achieved  by  a  strictly  mathematical  for¬ 
mula,”  stated  Religion  and  Race’s  report 
to  the  1976  General  Conference.  “Some 
groups  are  so  few  numerically  that  if  such 
a  formula  were  devised,  it  would  not 
provide  meaningful  participation,  or  a 
sharing  of  power.” 
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Relief  agencies  may 
face  more  heat  over 
new  hunger  emphasis 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service  Staff  Writer 
Overseas  relief  agencies  of  American 
churches,  once  concerned  primarily  with 
disaster  relief,  are  paying  more  attention 
to  the  root  causes  of  human  misery,  edu¬ 
cating  their  constituencies,  and  acting  on 
the  need  to  be  more  aggressive  in  influ¬ 
encing  U.S.  government  policy. 

When  more  than  21  private  and  church- 
based  overseas  relief  agencies  joined  re¬ 
cently  to  warn  of  a  new  famine  in  Africa, 
the  appeal  seemed  disturbingly  like  one 
made  a  decade  ago.  But  this  time  the  a- 
gencies  are  using  the  food  crisis  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  root  causes  of  hunger  and  the 
long-term  agricultural  needs  of  the  places 
where  famine  recurs  so  regularly. 

Since  the  new  effort  comes  at  a  time  of 
development  aid  cutbacks  and  growing 
militarization  of  the  U.  S.  overseas  aid 
program,  it  may  expose  the  agencies  to 
the  heat  of  unaccustomed  controversy. 

Continued  famines  like  the  one  in  Afri¬ 
ca,  and  the  knowledge  that  the  problems 
are  too  big  for  them  to  tackle  alone  have 
forced  America’s  overseas  aid  agencies 
(known  in  government  parlance  as  Pri¬ 
vate  Voluntary  Organizations  or  PVO’s) 
to  move  beyond  their  traditional  role  of 
providing  direct  disaster  relief  to  the 
needy  abroad. 

Making  radical  changes 

“The  PVO’s  are  coming  out  of  the 
closet,’’  said  Tom  Keehn,  director  of  Pri¬ 
vate  Agencies  for  International  Develop¬ 
ment  (PAID),  an  umbrella  group  for  130 
agencies.  “It’s  as  radical  a  change  as  it 
was  15  years  ago  when  the  agencies  be¬ 
gan  to  go  beyond  emergency  aid  and 
(emphasize)  development  projects.’’ 

While  that  step  took  the  agencies  into  dif¬ 
ferent  types  of  projects,  it  did  not  propel 
them  into  the  kind  of  education  and  policy¬ 
making  concerns  that  are  emerging. 

Relations  with  constituents  of  the  agen¬ 
cies  may  also  change.  Until  recently, 
their  public  contact  was  limited  largely 
to,  in  the  words  of  one  official,  “asking 
you  to  send  your  checks.” 

Now  the  agencies  are  trying  to  educate 
their  constituencies  about  complex  de¬ 
velopment  issues,  and  will  be  reaching 
their  supporters  with  more  than  just  ap¬ 
peals  for  funds. 

Subservience  to  U.  S.  foreign  policy 
has  also  been  a  common  charge  leveled 
against  the  private  agencies  but  recent 
developments  make  it  clear  that  the  a- 
gencies  are  trying  to  more  directly  influ¬ 
ence  the  government  by  taking  bolder 
stands  on  public  policy,  and  building  co¬ 
alitions  with  other  social  movements. 

Issues  once  discussed  only  in  small  re¬ 
search  and  advocacy  groups  are  being 
tackled  by  major  relief  agencies.  Three 
of  the  more  important  of  the  latter  are 
Catholic  Relief  Services,  Church  World 
Service  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  CARE. 

The  State  Department  lists  about  150 
overseas  relief  and  development  agen¬ 
cies,  but  there  are  nearly  as  many  small¬ 
er  ones  which  have  not  registered.  The 
registered  agencies  get  about  $600  mil¬ 
lion  a  year  in  private  American  dona¬ 
tions,  but  their  work  depends  heavily  on 


such  government  aid  as  the  Food  For 
Peace  program,  which  brings  the  total 
amount  received  up  to  $1  billion. 

Church-backed  agencies  make  up  the 
largest;  smaller  agencies  specialize  in 
health  care,  education,  farm  coopera¬ 
tives,  credit  unions  and  small  business 
development. 

Now,  about  10  years  behind  their  coun¬ 
terparts  in  Canada  and  Europe,  the  pri¬ 
vate  agencies  agree  on  the  need  to  move 
toward  something  entirely  new  for  them, 
and  “development  education”  has  be¬ 
come  a  part  of  their  vocabulary.  In  a  sig¬ 
nificant  action  in  December,  a  broadly 
representative  panel  of  agency  officials 
approved  an  ambitious  framework  for 
placing  long-term  development  issues 
“on  the  national  agenda.” 

The  framework  was  worked  out  by  peo¬ 
ple  from  the  two  major  umbrella  agen¬ 
cies  —  the  40-year-old  American  Council 
on  Voluntary  Agencies  (ACVA)  and 
PAID,  founded  in  1980  —  which  have 
agreed  to  merge  this  summer. 

The  merger,  itself,  is  seen  as  evidence 
of  growing  unity  among  private  volun¬ 
tary  agencies  as  well  as  a  growing  con¬ 
sensus  about  the  need  to  influence  gov¬ 
ernment  policies. 

In  its  report,  the  panel  stressed  the 
need  to  promote  understanding  of  “glo¬ 
bal  interdependence"  and  the  mutual 
economic  and  security  interests  between 
people  in  poor  nations  and  the  United 
States. 

The  issues  range  from  ineffective  agri¬ 
cultural  development  policies  and  mili¬ 
tary  conflicts  within  the  Third  World,  to 
the  use  of  food  and  development  aid  as  a 
political  weapon  and  the  increasing  do¬ 
minance  of  military  assistance  in  U.  S. 
foreign  aid. 

The  panel  acknowledged  that  the  gen¬ 
eral  public  views  the  private  agencies  as 
“precious,  even  arcane”  and  remote 
from  them.  So,  it  called  on  agencies  to 
“reach  beyond  such  barriers”  and  build 
coalitions  with  “affinity  groups”  in 
movements  for  peace,  human  rights,  and 
the  environment.  The  overall  campaign, 
which  is  to  include  a  how-to  magazine  for 
5,000  “practitioners”  of  development  edu¬ 
cation,  will  be  spearheaded  by  the  new  or¬ 
ganization  and  individual  agencies. 

Obstacles  loom  ahead 

Yet,  agency  officials  admit 
uncertainty  about  whether  this  major  na¬ 
tional  campaign  will  work  as  well  in 
practice  as  it  has  on  the  drawing  boards. 

The  agencies  currently  spend  relative¬ 
ly  little  on  development  education,  Mr. 
Keehn  said.  Church  World  Service, 
which  has  a  particularly  active  program, 
spends  less  than  one  half  of  one  percent 
on  it.  Martin  McLaughlin,  chairman  of 
the.,  newly  formed  Ad  Hoc  Group  on  the 
African  Food  Emergency,  cited  a  more 
fundamental  obstacle  to  this  type  of  edu¬ 
cation  in  America:  “We’re  not  tradition¬ 
ally  interdependent  We’re  independent. 
We’re  not  traditionally  long-term  think¬ 
ers.  We’re  pragmatists.” 

Another  acknowledged  obstacle  is  the 
possibility  that  many  agencies  will  shy 
away  from  becoming  involved  in  contro¬ 
versy  over  such  things  as  U.S.  military  aid. 


Experts  discuss  why  inclusive 
language  raises  emotions 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  1984  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  meet  May  1- 
11  in  Baltimore.  Delegates  will 
wear  the  medallion  at  right.  Fol¬ 
lowing  is  the  fifth  in  a  17-part 
series  of  articles  summarizing 
major  issues  which  will  face  the 
delegates. 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

Letters  to  the  editor  of  any 
publication,  including  this  newspaper, 
are  an  imprecise  way  to  measure 
reader  emotions  or  preferences. 

But  the  outpouring  last  spring  of  let¬ 
ters  to  the  UMR  editor  following  a  story 
headlined  “Lord  and  King  Out”  was  un¬ 
precedented  in  both  spontaneity  and 
volume. 

Most  readers  responded  with  anger 
and  hostility  over  the  report  that  the 
United  Methodist  task  force  on  inclu¬ 
sive  language  was  considering  recom¬ 
mending  that  male-gender  names  for 
God  such  as  “Lord”  and  “King”  be 
used  sparingly  and  only  with  the  sensi¬ 
tivity  that  these  are  offensive  to  some 
Christian  believers. 

One  woman  wrote,  “I  want  to  go  on 
record  that  God  is  my  Heavenly  Father 
and  still  is  Lord  and  King.”  A  man 
wrote,  “The  last  thing  we  need  now  is  to 
try  to  be  ‘wiser’  than  the  Bible  or  to  in¬ 
troduce  a  new  legalism  of  what  words 
we  may  use.” 

Some  responses  were  strongly  ac¬ 
cusative  of  the  inclusive  language  task 
force  and  particularly  of  its  chairper¬ 
son,  Carolyn  Henninger  Oehler  of  Chi¬ 
cago.  What  bothered  her  most,  Ms. 
Oehler  later  told  the  Reporter,  was  that 
words  like  “biased,”  “un-Christian”  or 
“sexually  repressed”  had  been  hurled 
against  her  by  persons  who  did  not 
know  her. 

Ms.  Oehler  will  be  a  delegate  to  the 
1984  General  Conference  which  will  re¬ 
ceive  the  report  from  the  task  force. 
The  report  goes  with  the  support  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  whose 
members  gave  it  near-unanimous  en¬ 
dorsement  in  December. 

Discussion  in  both  the  task  force  and 
in  GCOM,  the  church’s  top  coordinating 
program  council,  indicated  that  the 
emotionalism  over  inclusive  language 


is  far  from  spent. 

So  what  makes  language  —  parti¬ 
cularly  intentionally  non-sexist  or  sex- 
ually-inclusive  language  —  so  emotion¬ 
al? 

One  person  uniquely  qualified  to  an¬ 
swer  from  the  Judeo-Christian  perspec¬ 
tive  is  Dr.  Ellen  Umansky,  a  professor 
of  Judaic  studies  at  UM-related  Emory 
University  in  Atlanta. 

“Naming  is  very  powerful,"  Dr. 
Umansky  told  the  Reporter.  “We  name 
a  person  or  an  object  and  it  takes  on  a 
new  reality.  We  name  God  and  God  be¬ 
comes  more  real  and  more  personal. 

“And  naming  is  really  irreversible. 
When  we  call  someone  something,  per¬ 
haps  something  harmful  or  hurtful,  we 
can’t  really  take  it  back,  no  matter  how 
many  times  we  apologize.” 

Dr.  Umansky,  a  Yale  Divinity  School 
graduate,  said  that  Jews  have  tradi¬ 
tionally  considered  God’s  name  so  holy 
that  it  cannot  be  said  aloud. 

Dr.  Umansky  said  she  would  like  to 
see  more  congregations,  both  Jewish 
and  Christian,  experiment  with  using 
names  for  God. 

The  larger  issue  behind  the  inclusive 
language  question,  Dr.  Umansky  said, 
is  feminism.  “One  might  ask  why  has  it 
taken  so  long  for  this  to  become  an  is¬ 
sue.  So  long  as  men  were  the  only  ones 
praying,  it  was  not  too  important  what 
name  was  used  for  God.  But  now  that 
more  women  are  participating  in  wor¬ 
ship  services  and  feel  free  to  speak  and 
become  more  familiar  with  the  liturgy, 
they  are  beginning  to  ask  ‘Where  do  I  fit 
in?’ 

“Personally,  to  say  ‘God  of  our 
fathers’  bothers  me  when  I  know  that 
God  made  the  covenant  with  Sarah  and 
Rachel  and  Leah  and  Rebecca  as  well 
as  with  Abraham  and  Isaac  and 
Jacob.” 

Another  perspective  on  the 
emotionalism  of  inclusive  language 
came  from  Dr.  Virginia  Mollenkott,  a 
nationally-known  evangelical  author 
and  professor  of  English  literature.  Dr. 
Mollenkott  also  is  a  member  of  the 
scholars’  team  preparing  the  three 
volumes  —  the  first  one  has  been  issued 
—  in  the  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
Inclusive  Language  Lectionary. 

Dr.  Mollenkott  told  a  press  confer¬ 
ence  last  fall  in  New  York  when  the  lec¬ 
tionary  was  introduced,  “Working  on 


this  has  been  immensely  important  to 
me  because,  as  an  evangelical  woman, 

I  know  first-hand  the  oppression  of  wo¬ 
men  who  are  linguistically  and  struc¬ 
turally  excluded  from  first-class 
citizenship  in  the  church  .  .  . 

"Our  language  about  God  is 
particularly  potent.  If  God  is  always 
manlike  and  never  womanlike,  then 
men  are  God-like  and  women  are  not.” 

The  Reporter  pursued  that  point  with 
Dr.  Mollenkott  in  a  private  interview 
some  weeks  later. 

“Anger  about  inclusive  language,” 
Dr.  Mollenkott  said,  “is  based  on  the 
fear  of  change.  Persons  who  react 
angrily  say  ‘now  you  are  taking  away 
the  old  familiar  names.’ 

Anger  reflects  failure 

“To  some  extent  this  anger  is  a  re¬ 
flection  of  our  theological  failure  to 
teach  that  all  language  about  God  is 
metaphorical.  If  we  forget  that  we  can¬ 
not  even  know,  let  alone  say,  the  real 
name  of  God,  then  we  actually  have  be¬ 
come  idol  worshipers,  worshiping  a 
name  and  not  the  reality.” 

But  why  are  some  women  not  happy 
with  the  proposed  changes  which  you, 
Dr.  Mollenkott,  say  could  lift  women 
from  second-class  citizenship? 

“Because,”  she  answered,  “some  wo¬ 
men  sense  that  if  we  use  female  as  well 
as  male  metaphors  for  God,  it  will  af¬ 
fect  the  structure  of  the  church  and  of 
society  and  would  make  women  more 
responsible  participants.  Some  women 
say,  ‘I  may  be  second-class  but,  by  God, 
it’s  familiar  to  me  and  I  don’t  want  to 
change  it!’  ” 

Dr.  Mollenkott’s  writings  were 
among  those  which  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  inclusive  language  task  force  relied 
on  most  heavily  as  a  part  of  its  assign¬ 
ment  from  the  1980  General  Conference 
to  “examine  language  which  may  de¬ 
mean,  stereotype  or  oppress  persons  in 
any  way  .  .  .  examine  images  of  God 
that  are  prevalent  in  the  church  .  .  . 
identify  ways  in  which  language  about 
God  leads  to  limiting  relationships 
among  persons ...” 

The  task  force  also  proposed  revi¬ 
sions  in  existing  UM  guidelines  for 
eliminating  racism,  ageism,  handicap- 
pism  and  sexism  from  UM  resource 
materials.  These  guidelines  have  been 
referred  to  the  appropriate  general- 
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church  agencies,  particularly  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  the  UM  Pub¬ 
lishing  House. 

But  the  task  force’s  paper  on  “Lan¬ 
guage  about  God  and  People”  was  the 
one  which  has  drawn  most  criticism. 

“How  we  speak  about  each  other,” 
the  paper  says,  “  has  a  great  deal  to  do 
with  how  we  speak  and  think  about  God. 
The  language  we  use  about  God  reflects 
and  shapes  how  we  think  about  God  .  .  . 

“We  can  use  words  to  express  God’s 
truth  and  to  show  the  worth  and  value  of 
all  human  beings.  However,  words  can 
also  hurt  very  deeply  .  .  .  Only  by  be¬ 
coming  sensitive  can  we  find  the  words 
that  heal  and  avoid  words  that  hurt.  We 
must  become  more  aware  of  what  lan¬ 
guage  does  to  us  as  well  as  for  us.” 

Key  guides  suggested 

The  final  paper,  as  received  by 
GCOM,  would  advise  UMs  to  avoid  all 
pronoun  references  to  God.  It  also  sug¬ 
gests  that  “Lord”  and  “King”  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  God  be  avoided  in  contempor¬ 
ary  writing  and  speaking. 

The  use  of  the  term  “Father”  in  the 
Lord’s  Prayer  is  affirmed  although  the 
paper  states  some  persons  may  find  the 
word  “Father”  “gives  blessing  to  the 
sexist  attitudes  and  practices  of  our 
church  and  society .  ’  ’ 

The  1984  General  Conference  will  be 
asked  to  support  a  church-wide  study  of 
the  language  document  and  that  any 
new  proposed  hymnal,  curriculum 
materials,  lay  speaker  training 
materials  and  ordained  ministry  can¬ 
didacy  guidebooks  be  reviewed  with  in¬ 
clusive  language  guidelines  in  mind. 

Although  the  inclusive  language 
guidelines  and  particularly  the  “God 
language  portions  have  generated  emo¬ 
tional  responses,  there  are  no  precise 
“camps”  expected  to  argue  one  way  or 
the  other  in  Baltimore. 


Migration  biggest  problem  into  21st  century 


BLACKSTONE,  Va.  (UMNS)  — 
Migration  of  people  —  millions  of  them 
hungry,  homeless  and  impoverished  —  is 
regarded  widely  as  the  world’s  greatest 
problem  for  the  rest  of  this  century, 
United  Methodism’s  relief  agency  heard 
Jan.  20-21  here. 

At  the  same  time,  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  was  told, 
19  countries  of  Africa  are  facing  food 
crises  and  as  many  as  seven  million 
people  may  be  facing  severe  hunger  and 
possible  starvation.  Helping  to  account 
for  the  food  crises  is  drought  that  in  some 
regions  is  being  called  the  worst  of  this 
century. 


Dale  De  Haan,  director  of  the  refugee 
program  of  Church  World  Service,  the 
relief  arm  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ,  the  Rev.  Paul  F. 
McCleary,  head  of  CWS,  and  Dr.  Cheryl 
Christensen,  an  economist  with  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  spoke  to 
these  issues  at  the  winter  meeting  of 
UMCOR. 

Aggravating  the  food  supply  picture, 
Dr.  Christensen  said,  are  economic 
problems  in  many  nations  where  the  po¬ 
tential  for  massive  hunger  is  the  great¬ 
est.  Adjustments  in  currency,  while 
perhaps  good  in  the  long  term,  mean  that 
the  countries  presently  are  much  less 


Plan  laid  to  rescue  media  agency  from  red  ink 


able  to  cope  with  food  shortages. 

Dr.  McCleary  said  that  in  many  de¬ 
veloping  countries  structures  needed  to 
handle  a  massive  distribution  of  food 
often  are  not  available.  Trucks,  to 
transport  grain  have  to  be  bought  or 
rented,  storage  facilities  arranged  and 
workers  located. 

Religious  tensions  often  heighten 
problems  of  human  need,  he  added. 

Mr.  De  Haan  said  that  “by  any 
measure”  the  world  today  is  in  a 
precarious  state  and  “we  are  faced  with 
challenges  to  which  the  church  must 
respond.” 

A  major  circumstance,  he  said,  is  the 
estimated  10  million  to  12  million 
refugees.  Africa,  in  particular,  “is 
riddled  with  refugees!’ 


Elsewhere,  the  ecumenical  refugee 
official  said,  “If  you  want  to  measure  the 
tragedy  of  Central  America,  count  the 
refugees.” 

One  of  the  major  factors  to  be  con¬ 
sidered,  Mr.  De  Haan  continued,  is  the 
quest  for  first  asylum  in  a  time  when  the 
federal  government  “is  being  very 
tough”  and  “beginning  .to  chip  away  at 
the  independence”  of  private  agencies  to 
cope  with  the  issues. 

“It  is  an  absolute  outrage  that  there  is 
no  ear  in  government  today  that  will  lis¬ 
ten  to  the  problems  of  these  people”  who 
have  fled  conflict  in  their  homelands,  he 
said.  “The  issue  could  be  resolved  with  a 
stroke  of  a  pen,”  as  was  done  earlier  in 
the  case  of  refugees  from  Poland  and 
other  lands. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
DALLAS  —  The  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council  executive  com¬ 
mittee,  in  an  unusual  mid-year  meeting 
here  Jan.  25,  adopted  a  four-part  plan  to 
pull  its  Media  Division  out  of  a  financial 
crisis  involving  an  accumulated  opera¬ 
ting  deficit  of  approximately  $200,000. 

The  council,  with  three  operational  di¬ 
visions,  serves  the  seven  annual  confer¬ 
ences  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico.  It  is  the 
only  such  regional  communications  body 
in  the  denomination  and  is  not  related  to 
the  General  Commission  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications. 

The  Media  Division’s  financial  prob¬ 
lems  reached  the  crisis  point  when  the 
Texas  Methodist  Foundation,  which  has 
loaned  increasing  amounts  of  money  to 


the  division  since  1978,  “called  the  note” 
and  insisted  on  a  scheduled  method  of 
repayment  starting  immediately.  The 
foundation,  based  in  Austin,  holds  money 
in  trust  for  United  Methodist  investors 
in  Texas  and  makes  loans  for  church- 
related  causes. 

Foundation  calls  note 

The  foundation’s  director,  the  Rev. 
Charles  Laing,  told  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  he  “called  the  note”  after  it  be¬ 
came  apparent  to  him  that  financial  sup¬ 
port  equal  to  expenses  for  the  Media 
Division’s  latest  “spin-off,”  the  Wesleyan 
Satellite  Network  (WSNet),  had  not  been 
generated. 

Mr.  Laing  also  said  he  had  found  “no 
effective  administrative  controls”  over 


CONGRATULATIONS! 

TO 

Pastor  Clifford  Trotter  and  the  people 
of 

POLK  STREET 

UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

Amarillo,  Texas 

Congratulations,  for  launching  an  exciting 
$2,500,000.00  program  of  renovation  and 
restoration  of  your  historic  facilities. 

Thank  you  for  choosing  STEWARDSHIP  ENRICHMENT 
as  the  means  of  raising  those  funds.  We  are 
proud  to  be  a  part  of  your  dynamic  church. 

^STEWARDSHIP 

Church  Division  of  Del  Rogers,  Inc. 

1 1325  Pegasus,  Suite  E-157,  Dallas,  Texas  75238 
Texas  (Collect)  214/349-4174  •  National  Wats  800/527-1354 

If  your  church  needs  funds,  call  us  for  a  free  brochure  about 
STEWARDSHIP  ENRICHMENT. _ 


expenses  or  budgeting  for  the  division. 
The  loan,  carrying  an  interest  rate  of  12 
percent  per  year,  totals  just  over 
$157,000. 

The  Media  Division’s  chairman,  the 
Rev.  Joe  Washington  of  Dallas,  told  the 
Reporter  that  the  division  will  im¬ 
mediately: 

1.  Begin  paying  interest  at  the  rate  of 
approximately  $18,800  per  year  on  the 
loan. 

2.  Begin  paying  $600  per  month  on 
other  past-due  accounts  which  total 
$38,000  and  make  up  the  remainder  of  the 
division’s  indebtedness  of  nearly 
$200,000. 

3.  Restructure  the  division’s  1984 
budget  to  spend  no  more  than  $41,000  for 
purposes  other  than  debt  retirement.  The 
Media  Division’s  total  “solid”  income  is 
just  over  $67,000  annually,  derived  from 
apportionments  to  the  seven  annual  con¬ 
ferences  in  the  two  states. 

4.  Ask  the  four  bishops  of  Texas  and 
New  Mexico  to  help,  in  whatever  way 
they  choose,  to  raise  money  to  pay  off  the 
$157,000  indebtedness  to  the  Texas  Meth¬ 
odist  Foundation. 

During  discussions,  some  council 
members  expressed  misgivings  about 
using  apportioned  funds  to  repay  loans. 
The  counter  argument,  however,  was 
that  the  division  must  show  its  operations 
are  being  put  in  fiscally  sound  order  be¬ 
fore  it  can  credibly  seek  added  financial 
support  from  other  sources. 

In  1974,  when  the  council’s  current 
three-division  makeup  was  adopted,  the 
Media  Division  existed  primarily  as  a 
news  service  for  United  Methodists  in 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  and  as  a  media 
consultant  service. 

The  Rev.  Dan  Steere  of  Houston,  who 
chairs  the  council,  said  the  four-step  fi¬ 
nancial  recovery  program  is  intended  to 
continue  Media  Division  services  to  the 
-church  at  these  levels. 

“Spinoff”  projects  add  up 

In  the  decade  since  1974  the  Media 
Division  has  “spun  off”  several  other 
projects. 

An  early  “spin-off"  was  Church 
Resource  Systems,  begun  in  1974  as  a 
“brokerage”  for  audio-visual  equipment 
and  materials.  The  foundation  made  its 


first  loan  of  $10,000  to  the  Media  Division 
in  1978  to  help  finance  CRS  expenses. 

In  1980  the  Media  Division  added  the 
computer-related  Local  Church  Software 
Services.  Also  in  1980  the  division  helped 
organize  the  National  Association  of 
Local  Church  Communicators.  A  similar 
organization,  the  Professional  Associa¬ 
tion  of  United  Methodist  Church  Secre¬ 
taries,  was  organized  with  division  help 
in  1982. 

The  division’s  indebtedness  grew  from 
$10,000  to  $21,000  in  1982  when  the  “bot¬ 
tom  dropped  out”  in  marketing  audio¬ 
visual  hardware  of  the  sort  CRS  was  of¬ 
fering.  Later  that  year  the  debt  —  on  loan 
from  the  Texas  Methodist  Foundation  — 
rose  to  $58,210,  and  by  year’s  erid  the  total, 
on  a  consolidation  loan,  hit  nearly 
$150,000. 

WSNet  is  major  factor 

A  major  contributor  at  that  point  was 
the  division’s  newest  “spinoff,”  the  Wes¬ 
leyan  Satellite  Network  (WSNet).  This 
attempts  to  provide  a  telecommunica¬ 
tions  ministry  to  the  two  states  and  a 
model  for  wider  denominational  partici¬ 
pation. 

At  its  inception  in  November  1982, 
there  was  talk  of  raising  $100,000  or  more 
for  WSNet.  Annual  conferences  in  the 
two  states  accepted  it  as  an  Advance  Spe¬ 
cial,  but  income  from  that  source  so  far 
has  totaled  only  $13,000,  including  over 
$5,300  from  one  district. 

Current  debts  related  to  WSNet  are 
$108,000;  debts  related  to  CRS  are  nearly 
$72,000. 

The  Media  Division  chairman,  Dr. 
Washington,  said  that  the  division’s  future 
relationships  with  WSNet  and  the  other 
“spinoff”  groups  remain  to  be  clarified. 
One  suggestion  was  that  the  division’s 
chief  executive,  the  Rev.  Robert  L. 
Robertson  concentrate  for  several  months 
with  a  small,  ad  hoc  group  on  seeking 
funds  for  WSNet. 

The  Rev.  James  Hares,  North  Texas 
conference  treasurer,  has  agreed  to 
serve  additionally  as  treasurer/adminis¬ 
trator  of  the  Media  Division.  Dr.  Wash¬ 
ington  said  Mr.  Hares  will  have  authority 
“to  write  or  not  write  checks”  and  to  ex¬ 
ercise  control  of  expenditures. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


CLASSIFIED  | 

REGISTRAR:  The  Methodist  Theological  School  in 
Ohio.  Understanding  of  Theological  education 
and/or  directly  related  experience.  Registration  of 
students,  record  keeping,  academic  consultation, 
correspondence.  Typing  skills  essential.  Position 
begins  Summer,  1984,  Send  covering  letter  composed 
and  typed  by  applicant,  resume  and  three  job  related 
references  ( include  phone  numbers)  to  Dean  Hewitt, 
Methesco,  Box  1204,  Delaware,  Ohio  43015,  by  March 

1  E.O.E.  &  Affirmative  Action  Employer. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  and  Adult 
Education  —  3,000  member  suburban  church. 
Training  and  experience  preferred.  Salary  minimum 
$16,000  plus  housing.  Send  resume  by  March  1  to  Jim 
Love.  Chairman  Staff  Parish,  Manchester  United 
Methodist  Church,  129  Woods  Mill  Road. 
Manchester.  MO  63011. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Executive  Director  of 
United  Methodist  Homes  in  Topeka,  Kansas,  a  424- 
bed  facility  in  two  locations.  Salary  negotiable. 
Resume  and  application  deadline:  February  15, 1984. 
Contact  H.  T.  Paul,  201  S.  Kansas  Ave.,  Topeka,  KS 
66603.  j 

GREECE:  "IN  THE  FOOTSTEPS  OF  PAUL." 
Comprehensive  tour  with  trained  leaders,  June  25-29, 
1984.  Includes  Greek  Island  cruise  with  excellent 
accommodations  throughout.  Take  advantage  6y 
joining  this  small  group  with  experienced 
leadership.  Contact:  Doug  Fleming.  4134  E.  31, 
Tulsa.  OK  74134,  Ph.  (918)  742-6796. 481-0895. 

POSITION  OPEN  to  develop  and  resource  an 
evangelism,  membership  and  development  program 
for  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Evanston. 
Training,  experience  and  salary  open.  Send  resume 
to  the  church,  c/o  Staff/Parish  Committee.  1630 
Hinman  Ave..  Evanston.  IL  60201 

FOR  SALE:  Pentagon  Cassette  Duplicator.  Master 
plus  three  copies.  $350.00.  Call  or  write  St.  Luke’s 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  22013,  Houston.  TX  77227 
(713  )  622-5710. 

NEED  EXPERIENCED  PROGRAM/CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION  Director  for  1,800  member  church 
now.  Direct  inquiries  to  Jim  Pickens.  9500 
Constitution  N.E  .  Albuquerque.  NM  87112. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PUBLIC  RELATIONS:  Marketing 
and  Development.  Evenglow  Lodge  Retirement 
Center,  215  E.  Washington,  Pontiac,  IL  61764. 
Resumes  to  A1  Weinbender.  Administrator. 

DCE:  Part-time  -  20  hrs./wk.  mostly  with  children 
&  adults.  Growing  church.  Contact  Dr.  Mont  Duncan, 
Vamo  United  Methodist  Church,  8521  Vamo  Road, 
Sarasota.  FL  33581 

DIRECTOR  OF  FAMILY  MINISTRIES.  Present 
Responsibilities  -  Youth  Ministry  and  Education. 
Salary  -  $17,000  and  negotiable.  Hope  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  P.O.  Box  400,  Hope,  AR  71801,  Phone 
(501)777-8816. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  (Education  &  youth  work 
emphasis)  —  1.000  member  church.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Staff  Committee.  Box 
1510.  Harlingen.  TX  78551. 

POSITIONS  AVAILABLE:  First  United  Methodist 
Church  Tupelo,  Mississippi  is  interested  in 
interviewing  persons  for  two  full-time  positions: 
Director  of  Music  Ministry  and  Director  of  Youth 
Ministry.  Please  contact  Rev.  Prentiss  M.  Gordon. 
Sr.  Salary  negotiable,  Job  description  will  be  sent  to 
those  interested.  Rev.  Prentiss  Gordon,  P.O.  Box  854, 
Tupelo.  MS  38801  (601 )  842-6666. 

CHRIST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  600  East 
Gorgas  St..  Louisville,  Ohio  44641.  700-member 
church  seeking  full  time  person  for  music  ministry  : 
three  vocal  and  four  handbell  choirs,  two  services.  70 
rank  Allen  Computer  Organ.  Must  be  available  July 

1,  1984.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  c/o  David 
Rover. 

OPENING:  Director  of  Christian  Education  for 
large  church.  3-5  years'  experience  preferred.  Salary 
negotiable.  Contact  Rev.  Donald  Nelson,  1911  Toyon 
Avenue,  Modesto.  CA  95350. 

LARGE  ACTIVE  CHURCH  in  Palm  Beach  Gardens. 
Florida  seeks  sober,  dependable,  and  hard  working 
couple  to  team  as  custodians.  Mechanical  ability  a 

ECUMENICAL  EXECUTIVE:  Virginia  Council  of 
Churches  seeks  General  Minister  for  ecumenical 
development,  public  witness,  administration,  &  fund 
raising.  Contact  Allen  Brown,  110  W.  Franklin  St., 
Richmond.  VA  23220  by  March  1st. 

and  buildings.  Housing  on  premises.  Send  resume 
and  three  references  to  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  9625  N.  Military  Trail.  Palm  Beach  Gardens. 

FI,  33410. 

TOUR  THE  BEST  OF  SCANDINAVIA  -  Denmark, 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Administrator  UM  Home. 
Degree  in  Social  work  related  field.  Salary 
negotiable.  William  McTier,  11911  White  Bluff  Road. 
Savannah.  GA  31419.  before  March  1. 1984. 

Sweden.  Norway  -  July  18-August  1.  Departure 
from  N.Y..  Atlanta,  or  Amarillo.  Personally  escorted 
bv  UMC  pastors  Ernie  McGaughey  and  Dan  B. 
Kelly.  P.O.  Box  1.  Athens.  TN  37303.  Free  Brochure. 

WANTED:  Full-time  Director  of  Christian 
Education  and  Music;  salary  negotiable:  position 
available  July  1;  fringe  benefits  of  pension  and 
hospitalization.  Job  descriptions  available  upon 
request.  Send  resumes  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  302  W.  Walnut  St..  Titusville,  PA  16354  by 
February  15. 

NOW  MORE  THAN  EVER!  Peace  Tour  in  Russia 
'84.  3  weeks  April  22-May  12  all  expenses  NYC 
Finnair.  3  meals.  6 concerts.  1st  class  Hotels.  Church 
leaders,  Peace  Committees.  Schools  —  Moscow. 
Kiev,  Baku.  Novosibirsk,  Leningrad  —  free  time. 
$1,795.  Peace  Educators  USSR  Lectures  Rev.  Richard 
&  Jean  Rodes,  5250  Patriot  Lane,  Columbia,  MD  21045. 
(301)730-8296 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  for  growing  900-member 
church.  Full  graded  choir  program  including 
handbell  choirs.  Send  resume  to  Wesley  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church.  3405  Peerless  Road. 
Cleveland.  TN  37311. 

OBEHAMMEKGAU  PASSION  PLAY  TOUR 
September  1984.  plus  European  Highlights.  From 
$489.00,  air  fare  extra  47-600  Hui  Ulili  St..  Kaneohe. 
HA  96744  (  808  )  239-8334. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  social  services  agency 
operated  by  14  Houston  churches.  Experience  (7 
yrs.-plus)  similar  work,  including  administration, 
fund-raising  and  public  relations.  Send  resume  to: 
P.O.  Box  27924,  Houston.  TX  77227. 

RELIGIOUS  GROUP  TOUR:  Portugal,  Spain,  Italy, 

Yugoslavia,  Switzerland.  First  Class  all  inclusive. 
June  18.  23  days.  Trott,  3134  Inverness  Street, 
Redding.  CA  96002  (  916)  221-1864. 
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The  Louisiana  Conference  Small  Membership 
Church  Workshops  Begin  At  Lacombe 


Some  50  leaders,  representing  13  small 
membership  churches  of  the  New 
Orleans-Slidell  District,  met  with  the 
Conference  Staff  and  Superintendent 
Stone  Caraway  at  the  Lacombe  Church 
on  Saturday,  January  28.  The  first  of  the 
Small  Membership  Church  Workshops 
was  termed  successful  by  both  Dr. 
Caraway  and  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson, 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
Director. 

The  purpose  of  the  events,  according  to 
Dr.  Williamson,  is  to  motivate  and 
stimulate  Church  programs,  including 
the  Sunday  School  and  youth  ministries. 

Serving  as  enablers  and  group  leaders 
for  the  day  were  Dr.  Sam  Walker  — 
Nurture,  Membership  Care  and  Church 
School  Leaders;  Dr.  Jimmie  Caraway  — 
Stewardship,  Trustees  and  Local  Church 
Finance;  Dr.  Williamson  —  The  Admin¬ 
istrative  Council  and  as  Director  of  the 
Event;  Rev.  Patterson  Culligan  — 
Nurture,  Membership  Care  and  UMYF 
Possibilities;  and  Rev.  Elwood  Fleming 
—  Outreach,  Church  School  Teachers 
and  Communicators. 

The  Choir  of  the  Lacombe  Church 
presented  two  numbers  for  the 
devotional  program,  at  which  Dr.  Stone 
Caraway  spoke.  Rev.  Fleming  spoke  on 
Motivation  —  “The  Key  To  Success,” 
and  Rev.  Culligan  led  the  group  on 
“What’s  Good  Happening?’’  Dr. 
Williamson  gave  the  orientation  and 
called  on  a  representative  from  each 
church  to  give  a  brief  history  of  their 
particular  church.  Superintendent 
Caraway  also  led  the  closing  period  — 


Persons ,  Churches 
& Events 


The  New  Orleans-Houma  District  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  will  sponsor 
a  Religion  and  Race  workshop  to  be  held 
on  February  10-11,  1984  at  Mount  Zion 
United  Methodist  Church,  2700  Louisiana 
Avenue,  New  Orleans,  Dr.  Alfred  L. 
Norris,  Pastor.  Dr.  Gilbert  H.  Caldwell 
and  Ms.  Yolanda  Rivas  of  Washington, 

D. C.  will  provide  leadership. 

The  purpose  of  the  workshop  will  be  for 
churches  to  reach  a  deeper 
;  understanding  of  the  meaning  and 
implications  of  ethnic  and  racial 
!  inclusiveness. 

Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  is 
celebrating  Black  History  Month  with 
the  following  speakers  at  the  Sunday 
Worship  Hours  (10:45  a. m.):  Dr.  Robert 

E.  Hayes,  President  of  Wiley  College  and 
the  Wiley  Choir,  February  5;  Hon.  David 
C.  Treen,  Governor  of  Louisiana, 
February  12;  Dr.  Jesse  Stone,  President 
of  Southern  University,  February  19;  and 
Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.  and  Dr.  G.  Leon 
Netterville,  February  26.  “The  purpose,” 
according  to  Dr.  Haynes,  “is  to  enrich 
and  enhance  in  a  meaningful  way  the 
black  commitment  to  excellence.” 

*  *  * 

Dr.  C.  Ray  Shubert,  of  Decatur, 
Alabama,  will  be  the  speaker  for  the  1984 
Great  Preachers  Series,  at  St.  Andrew’s 
UM  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  Dr.  Shubert, 
for  34  years  a  minister,  and  now  Senior 
Pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Decatur,  will  be  speaking  at  both  morning 
and  evening  services  on  February  12, 
with  additional  evening  services  on  the 
13th  and  14th  at  7:00  p.m.  each  night. 

*  *  * 

United  Methodist  Women's  Sunday 
was  observed  January  22  at  Trinity  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria.  Janie 
Cox  coordinated  the  activities,  and  UMW 
President,  Christine  Rone,  was  the 


speaker.  Elouise  Waggaman  gave  a  brief 
“Centennial  History."  Special  Music  was 
presented  by  Sandy  Floyd  and  Gay 
Dezendorf,  playing  guitar.  The  Scripture 
Lesson  was  read  by  Barbara  Drago. 
Others  participating  were  Margie 
Morrish,  Jane  Jeffress,  Alice  Mucher, 
Flo  Parker,  Bettye  Coleman  and  Jean 
Minton.  Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr.  is  the 
pastor. 

•  *  * 

A  new  book  on  Louisiana’s  Mother 
Conference  called  The  Mississippi 
Methodists  1799-1983  is  now  off  the  press, 
published  by  Ray  Holder.  Those 
interested  may  obtain  copies  of  this 
Bicentennial  book  by  ordering  it  from 
Maverick  Prints,  5890  East  Sedgwick 
Court,  Jackson,  Mississippi  39211.  The 
price  is  $11.95  for  cloth  bound  and  $8.95 
for  paperback,  plus  5%  Mississippi  sales 
tax  and  $1.00  mailing  costs. 

Dr.  Moses  T.  Jackson,  Baton  Rouge- 
Lafayette  District  Superintendent, 
addressed  the  United  Methodist  Men  of 
First  UM  Church,  Lafayette  on  “The 
Black  Christian  Religion  Perspective,” 
at  their  January  26  meeting.  New 
officers  of  the  UMM  for  1984  are: 
President  —  Chipper  J.  Hamm;  First 
Vice-President  —  David  Strother; 
Second  Vice-President  —  Rev.  Bill 
Sirmon;  and  Secretary -Treasurer  — 
Eddie  Miller. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Michael  L.  Hall,  associate 
professor  of  English  at  Centenary 
College,  has  been  awarded  a  grant  of 
$48,000  by  the  National  Endowment  for 
the  Humanities  (NEH)  to  direct  an  NEH 
Summer  Seminar  for  Secondary  School 
Teachers  at  Centenary  this  summer.  The 
topic  for  Dr.  Hall’s  seminar  will  be 
“Montaigne,  Bacon,  Donne:  The 
Emergence  of  the  Essay  and  the  Idea  of 
Discovery.” 


TV  Ministry 
Update 

Satellite  TV  For  February 

Westar  IV  and  Westar  V 

Tuesday,  February  7 

12:00  Noon  The  Lectionary,  Westar  V,  Channel  15 
7:30  p.m.  The  Sunday  School  Lesson,  Westar  IV,  Channel  23 
Tuesday,  February  14 

12:00  Noon  The  Lectionary,  Westar  V,  Channel  15 
7:30  p.m.  The  Sunday  School  Lesson,  Westar  IV,  Channel  11 
8:00  p.m.  The  Louisiana  UM  Magazine,  Westar  IV,  Channel  11 
Tuesday,  February  21 

12:00  Noon  The  Lectionary,  Westar  V,  Channel  15 
12:30  p.m.  The  Louisiana  UM  Magazine,  Westar  V,  Channel  15 
7:30  p.m.  The  Sunday  School  Lesson,  Westar  IV,  Channel  11 
Tuesday,  February  28 

12:00  Noon  The  Lectionary,  Westar  V,  Channel  15 
7:30  p.m.  The  Sunday  School  Lesson,  Westar  IV,  Channel  23 


Louisiana  Conference  Pre-Retirement 
Workshop  To  Be  Held  At  Alexandria 


An  event  will  be  held  on  Friday, 
February  17,  1984  at  First  UM  Church, 
Alexandria  at  10:00  a.m.,  that  will 
prepare  ministers  for  retirement.  It  will 
offer  practical  handles  in  reference  to 
pensions,  hospitalization,  Social 
Security,  housing,  financial  planning  and 
the  joys  of  retirement.  If  one  is  looking 
forward  to  retirement  ten  to  fifteen  years 
from  now,  this  event  would  still  provide 
benefits  for  the  future,  according  to  Rev. 
Alonzo  Campbell,  Coordinator.  There 
’will  neither  be  a  charge  for  lunch,  nor  a 
registration  fee.  Reservations  should  be 
in  by  February  14,  1984,  and  should  be 
sent  to: 

Rev.  Tracy  R.  Arnold 

2727  Jackson  St. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Subscription  Campaign 

Subscription  Sunday  —  March  1 1 

Subscriptions  $ 8.00 


“Where  Do  We  Go  From  Here?”  and  water  due  to  an  auto  accident  in  the  period.  Power  was  restored  by  the  noon 

An  interesting  sidelight  to  the  event  area.  It  occurred  just  as  Rev.  Culligan  hour,  but  the  proceedings  never 

was  a  power  outage,  affecting  heat,  light  began  his  “What’s  Good  Happening”  waivered. 


COSROW  Plans  for  85-86 


The  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  or  Women  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  is 
shown  above  as  thev  met  at  the  recent  Convocation  of  Boards,  held  at  Baton  Rouge. 
Shown  in  the  picture  are.  front  row  left  to  right:  Mary  Margaret  Barr.  Lottie  Palazzo 
and  Mabel  Manning:  back  row:  George  Duerson;  John  Whitley;  Betty  Rowell, 
chairperson:  Kathi  Finnell;  and  Elizabeth  Thomas.  The  photographer  was  Rev. 
Patterson  Culligan,  staff  related  to  COSROW. 
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The  Servant  of  The  Lord 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
-  First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 
Scripture  Lessons  — 

Isaiah  42 : 1-4, 49: 5-6  and  53 : 4-6 

In  Second  Isaiah  we  find  four  sections 
which  have  been  called  the  “servant 
songs.”  Today,  we  deal  with  portions  of 
three  of  these. 

The  question  is  always  asked  of  these 
passages,  "Who  is  the  servant?”  Some 
feel  that  the  servant  could  be  an 
individual,  perhaps  the  writer  Isaiah 
himself.  But,  since  elsewhere  in  Second 
Isaiah  we  find  the  people  Israel  referred 
to  as  “servant,”  we  would  probably  be 
right  to  look  upon  the  servant  of  our 
passages  for  today  as  the  Jewish 
community,  the  people  Israel,  as  they 
live  in  exile  in  Babylon. 

In  Chapter  42,  we  see  reflections  of  our 
present  day  notion  of  “servant,”  i.e., 
“public  servant.”  Today  we  vote  on  our 
“public  servants”  —  we  choose  them  at 
the  ballot  box.  The  scripture  says  that 
God  has  chosen  the  people  Israel  to  be  his 
servant,  putting  His  Spirit  upon  them 
that  they  may  inspire  and  promote 
justice,  never  stopping  until  justice  is 
spread  over  all  the  earth.  The  servant  is 
chosen  to  proclaim  God’s  judgment 
which  simply  confirms  God’s 
sovereignty  over  all  of  the  earth  and  over 
all  of  time,  God  is  Lord  of  history.  His 
proclamation,  however,  is  to  be 
unobtrusive. 

Whenever  the  idea  of  the  Jewish  people 
being  God’s  chosen  ones  is  mentioned,  a 
beautifully  human  line  from  the  play 
“Fiddler  on  the  Roof”  comes  to  mind. 
Tevye,  the  Jew  has  just  endured  another 
incident  of  racial  prejudice  in  which  his 
family  barely  escaped  death  itself.  He 
looks  toward  the  heavens  in  dismay  and, 
perhaps,  some  anger,  saying  to  God  (and 
I  paraphrase  here),  “Lord,  I  know  it’s  a 
privilege  to  be  chosen  but,  sometime; 
why  don’t  you  choose  someone  else?  ” 

The  writer  of  Isaiah  knew  that  being 
chosen  means  being  chosen  for 
responsibility  as  well  as  for  privilege  and 
that  sometimes  being  so  chosen  brings 
physical,  emotional  and  spiritual  agony. 


For  the  Lord  God  reaches  into  our  lives 
and  chooses  us  to  do  and  to  be  according 
to  His  will,  and  this  is  sometimes 
contrary  to  our  own  desires. 

In  Chapter  49,  we  read  where,  even 
though  other  nations  may  ignore  or 
despise  Israel,  God  has  brought  her  into 
being  and,  being  responsible  for  her 
origins,  honors  and  strengthens  her. 
Israel’s  mission,  as  the  servant,  is  to  all 
nations.  As  liberated  exiles,  they  are  to 
make  God’s  saving  power  known  to  all 
the  world. 

In  Chapter  53,  we  expand  these  former 
concepts  to  see  the  servant  not  only  as 
obedient  and  outreaching  but  also  as 
suffering  for  the  sake  of  others.  It  is 
hoped  that  each  reader  of  this  synopsis 
will  study  the  entire  section  from  which 
this  comes  (Isaiah  52:13-53:12)  for  it  is 
not  only  beautiful  but  gives  a  broader 
overview  of  what  is  being  said  in  this 
lesson.  This  is  a  rather  unique  section  of 
scripture  for  it  reverses  the  Old 
Testament  concept  of  suffering  coming 
as  the  result  of  one’s  sins.  Here  sin  is  still 
the  cause  of  the  suffering  but,  in  the  case 
of  the  servant,  a  servant  voluntarily 
accepts  the  suffering  and  endures  it,  not 
for  his  own  sins,  but  for  the  sins  of  others. 

Such  suffering  takes  place  in  everyday 
life.  A  father  suffers  because  and  as  a 
result  of  his  child’s  drug-addiction.  A 
wife  suffers  because  her  husband  is  a 
drunkard.  A  teacher  suffers,  taking  the 
blame  himself,  for  a  student’s  failure.  If 
(and  this  is  the  main  point)  this  suffering 
is  voluntarily  assumed  and  accepted  and 
is  motivated  by  sincere  and  selfless  love, 
the  sufferer  is  a  suffering  servant. 

Jesus  accepted  the  most  painful  and 
humiliating  form  of  death,  suffering  not 
for  his  sins  but  for  our  sins.  As  the 
Messiah,  he  could  have  commanded 
legions  and  never  suffered  the  cross.  But 
He,  himself,  accepted  the  role  of 
Isaiah's  suffering  servant  —  voluntarily 
and  in  pure,  selfless  love  —  not  for  His 
own  sins  but  for  ours. 

If  we  really  care  and  if  we  sincerely 
call  ourselves  after  His  name,  should  we 
not  more  fully  follow  His  example? 
Should  we  not  all  be  servants  of  the 
Lord? 


The  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Magazine 

Premier  Program 

Tuesday,  February,  8:00  p.m.  Westar  IV,  Channel  11 
Tuesday,  February,  12:30  p.m.,  Westar  V  Channel  15 
Featuring 

Bishop  Paul  B.  Galloway,  the  Choir  of  First  UM 
Church,  Baton  Rouge  and  the  Life  Group  of 
University  Church,  Lake  Charles. 


School  of  Evangelism  To  Feature 
National  Leadership 


Alexandria,  LA  71301 
Phone:  (318  )  443-5696 

This  event  is  being  sponsored  by  the 
Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry, 
Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell,  Workshop 
Coordinator;  and  the  Conference  Board 
of  Pensions,  Rev.  Tracy  R.  Arnold, 
Chairperson. 

Also,  members  of  the  Retired 
Ministers  and  Surviving  Spouses  Annual 
Conference  Banquet  Committee  will 
meet  with  Rev.  Jerome  Cain  and  Dr. 
Jimmie  Caraway  in  a  luncheon  meeting 
February  17th  at  First  UM  Church, 
Alexandria.  The  purpose  is  to  plan  the 
Annual  Banquet  Meeting,  held  during  the 
Annual  Conference. 


The  Regional  School  of  Evangelism,  to 
be  held  February  20-23  at  the  Capitol 
House  Hotel,  Baton  Rouge,  will  involve 
some  of  the  top  leadership  in  the  field  of 
evangelism  in  the  country. 

Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Vance 
Archer,  the  School  will  feature  Rev. 
Leontine  Kelly,  Assistant  General 
Secretary  of  the  Section  on  Evangelism 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  as  Preacher 
for  the  event.  Dr.  Wallace  Chappell, 
Director  of  Evangelism  Ministries  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship,  will  serve  as  the 
Bible  Leader. 

The  Regional  School  will  offer  2.4  CEU 
units  for  participants,  who  will  be 
involved  in  the  eleven  workshop  periods. 
They  are:  #1  and  #2  —  “Wesley  on 


Tradition  For  Church  Growth,”  Suzanne 
Braden,  Leader;  #3  and  #4  — 
“Equipping  The  Laity  For  Ministry," 
Vance  Archer;  #5  and  #6  — 

“Membership  Care  Through  The  Church 
School,”  Kirk  McNeill,  Leader;  #7  and 
#8  —  “The  Wesleyan  Class  Meeting  and 
Small  Groups  In  Congregational 
Development,”  Jim  Cowell,  Leader;  #9 
and  #11  —  “Ministry  of  Encour¬ 
agement,”  Eddie  Fox,  Leader;  and  #10 
—  “Experiencing  Music  As 
Evangelism,”  Judy  Loehr,  Leader. 

The  cost  for  registering  for  this 
Regional  School  of  Evangelism  is  $25.00 
per  person.  Sponsors  are  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 
REGIONAL  SCHOOL  OF  EVANGELISM 


P.O.  Drawer  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  La  70821 


I  Baton  Rouge.  LA 

I 

•  Name(s)  _ 

I 


February  20-23, 1984 


Address 
City  _ 


_  State. 


j  Telephone  —  AC  ( 

I 


Zip 


I 


Registration  fee  —  $25.00  per  person.  This  includes  cost  of  banquet  to  be  held 
Monday  night. 

Please  complete  this  form  and  mail  with  your  registration  fee  to  VANCE  D. 
ARCHER,  JR.  -  Board  of  Discipleship  -  P.  O.  Box  840  -  Nashville,  TN  37202. 
Make  check  payable  to:  Board  of  Discipleship. 

A  hotel  card  and  suggested  reading  list  will  then  be  mailed  to  you. 
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Editorial 

Relief  agencies’  expanded  role  a 
risk,  but  deserves  church  support 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


*■  We  should  cheer  the  fact  that 

*  representatives  of  21  private  overseas 

-  relief  agencies  —  including  major 
1  church-sponsored  groups  like  Church 

-  World  Service  and  Catholic  Relief 
Services  —  recently  announced  plans  to 
move  beyond  providing  direct  relief  and 
development  aid  to  needy  people  abroad 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  3). 

While  continuing  to  give  that  kind  of 
aid.  officials  of  Church  World  Service 
^  and  other  “private  voluntary  organiza- 
*'«  tions"  have  agreed  their  agencies  should 
increasingly  seek  also  to  educate  their 
supporters  about  the  “root  causes"  of 
hunger  and  poverty.  They  also  called  for 
joint  efforts  with  other  “affinity  groups" 
to  influence  public  policy  on  a  wide  range 
o  of  issues  related  to  human  development 
,k.  in  Third  World  countries. 

Although  the  need  to  broaden  and 
deepen  our  understanding  of  “relief 
/  work”  has  been  emerging  for  several 
‘ '  years,  this  new  consensus  among  relief 
,4’  agencies  is  not  likely  to  be  universally 

*  cheered.  The  traditional  widespread 
.  ’  support  of  relief  work  by  Christians  can 

be  traced  largely  to  their  success  in 
avoiding  partisan  political  issues  and/or 
ideological  struggles.  By  giving  direct 
aid  to  persons  in  immediate  need,  and 
!  assistance  in  long-term  economic 
;  development  projects,  church  agencies 
•  have  provided  humanitarian  ministries, 

.  maintained  a  humanitarian  image,  and 
:  gained  the  generous  financial  support  of 
’.  large  numbers  of  the  church’s  members. 

As  a  result  of  their  commitment  to  join 
together  in  a  comprehensive  effort  to 
address  the  “root  causes"  of  hunger, 
these  church-sponsored  agencies  risk 
losing  some  of  their  traditional  support. 
This  is  particularly  a  danger  if  in  some 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


cases  they  find  it  necessary  to  take  issue 
with  our  government’s  policies  related  to 
developing  countries,  or  to  become 
identified  with  groups  perceived  as 
having  an  ideological  bias  at  odds  with 
that  of  many  American  Christians. 

On  the  other  hand,  competing  relief 
philosophies  and  programs  have  for 
years  diluted  the  church’s  witness.  It  is 
increasingly  apparent  that  gifts  of  food 
and  medical  care  in  emergency 
situations  often  are  little  more  than 
“Band-Aids"  for  problems  with  deep 
underlying  social,  political  and  cultural 
origins.  As  a  result,  church-sponsored 
efforts  sometimes  have  been  “too  little, 
too  late”  —  and  too  superficial  —  to  have 
any  lasting  benefit  for  hungry  and 
malnourished  peoples. 

It  would  be  naive  to  suppose  that 
educational  programs  and  political 
advocacy  alone  can  solve,  the  complex 
problems  underlying  hunger  and  poverty 
in  the  world.  There  will  always  remain  a 
place  for  Christians  to  engage  in  direct, 
immediate  response  to  dire  human  need. 
Both  types  of  efforts  are  appropriate  so 
long  as  they  do  not  involve  methods  or 
goals  contrary  to  Christian  principles. 

We  encourage  church  members  to  be 
open-minded  and  far-sighted  —  though 
not  uncritical  —  supporters  of  efforts  by 
Church  World  Service  and  other  church- 
related  relief  agencies  to  develop  a 
unified,  comprehensive  approach  for 
addressing  the  underlying  causes  of 
hunger  and  poverty.  At  the  same  time, 
we  encourage  continued  support  both  by 
these  agencies  and  by  the  church’s 
members  for  traditional  forms  of  direct 
aid.  Both  forms  of  “relief"  represent 
tangible  demonstrations  of  the 
compassion  Christ  expects  of  His 
followers. 
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Laity,  same  as  clergy,  should 
claim  role  as  agents  for  Christ 


By  CINDY  LUCHENBILL 
Ministry  is  what  pastors  do  for  a  living. 
At  least,  that’s  what  I  used  to  think. 
There  were  various  things  that  a  pastor 
would  do  to  carry  out  this  ministry.  I  felt 
that  all  pastors  planned  worship  services 
—  the  sermon  being  the  highlight  —  visit¬ 
ed  sick  people  in  hospitals,  married  peo¬ 
ple,  baptized  people  and  conducted  fu¬ 
nerals.  I  also  felt  that  the  pastor  was  al¬ 
ways  available  to  listen  to  problems  and 
complaints  and  to  offer  solutions. 

Lay  people,  of  course,  were  needed  for 
teaching,  choir  directing  and  mainte¬ 


nance  of  the  church  building.  But  I  didn’t 
view  these  as  “ministering’’  activities. 
Lay  people,  I  thought,  just  filled  in  the 
gaps  and  kept  the  local  church  running 
smoothly.  Because  the  pastor  had  a  spe¬ 
cial  relationship  with  God,  he  or  she  was 
the  only  one  in  die  church  who  could  real¬ 
ly  minister. 

My  conception  of  ministry  has  radical¬ 
ly  changed!  Jesus  has  shown  us  that  we 
serve  God  by  serving  His  children.  He 
told  us  that  we  must  feed  the  hungry, 
give  drink  to  the  thirsty,  welcome  the 
stranger,  clothe  the  naked,  take  care  of 


My  Witness 

‘Old  time  religion’  better  than  apathy 


By  ELMER  E.  SNETHEN 
Recently  UMR  has  been  given  to  pub¬ 
lishing  articles  indicating  concern  about 
changes  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  We  have  good  cause  to  be  con¬ 
cerned,  because  not  all  the  changes  over 
the  years  have  been  for  the  better. 

As  mentioned  in  said  articles,  we  seem 
to  be  possessed  with  solving  all  the  social 
ills  of  the  world.  How  can  we  find  the  so¬ 
lutions  to  these  problems  without  first 
finding  our  own  way  and  determining  the 
depth  of  our  own  faith?  When  I  was  a 
youth  in  the  Methodist  Church,  it  was 
emphasized  that  we  had  to  first  acquire  a 
personal  religion  before  we  could  effec¬ 
tively  engage  in  the  social  gospel. 

Gone  is  the  strong  influential  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  yesteryear  —  fired  with 
principles,  enthusiasm  and  purpose.  Or¬ 
ganizations  and  politicians  cringed  at  the 
thought  of  stirring  the  ire  of  the  Method¬ 


ist  Church.  Ministers  preached  the  gos¬ 
pel  and  were  not  afraid  of  mentioning 
“hell  and  damnation.’’  Times  were  when 
they  left  parishioners  uncomfortable  and 
squirming  in  their  pews. 

The  doctrines,  principles  and  preach¬ 
ing  of  that  period  had  a  tremendous  influ¬ 
ence  on  my  life.  The  church  spoke  out, 
told  it  as  it  was,  and  offered  no  apologies 
for  disturbing  the  membership.  The 
church’s  purpose  was  to  bring  about  a 
personal  experience  with  our  Lord.  Re¬ 
pentance  was  the  word  most  empha¬ 
sized. 

When  was  the  last  time  you  heard  the 
words,  “repent  and  believe  on  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ"  in  your  local  church’s  wor¬ 
ship  service? 

When  was  the  last  time  you  heard  a 
sermon  on  “sin,"  or  even  the  use  of  the 
word  in  a  sermon? 

When  was  the  last  time  you  heard  a 


UMC  ministry  study  a  ‘strange’  proposal 


To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  proposed  permanent 
diaconate  (see  UMR,  Jan.  20  and  27) : 

1.  Strange  that  it  should  be  proposed 
that  the  way  to  empower  the  laity  is  to  in¬ 
crease  the  clericalism  of  the  church! 

2.  Strange  that  the  ordination  of  a  per¬ 
manent  diaconate  should  be  defined  in 
terms  of  function,  only  to  discover  that 
there  are  no  such  functions  not  already 
filled  by  dedicated  lay  persons!  Is  status 
needed? 

3.  Strange  that  we  should  hesitate  to 
embrace  with  radical  seriousness  the 
ministry  of  the  laity.  Those  who  take 
their  discipleship  seriously  are  judged  to 
need  ordination  to  be  representative. 

4.  Strange  that  ordination  should  be  uti¬ 
lized  to  solve  what  has  been  termed  “a 
justice  issue.” 

5.  Strange  that  there  should  be  more 
interest  in  preserving  the  Third  Century 
orders  of  the  ministry  than  in  the  diaco- 
nal  form  of  the  congregation  in  the 
Twentieth  Century. 

Wayne  K.  Clymer 
Des  Moines,  Iowa 

Elders  should  also 
be  ordained  deacons 

To  the  Editor: 

It’s  understandable  that  some  trained 
•  church  professionals  in  education,  music 
and  administration  may  desire  a  more 
clearly  defined  recognition  and  status,  as 
well  as  vote  and  voice,  in  church  gover¬ 
nance.  It’s  just  as  understandable  that 
they  desire  access  to  pensions,  contin¬ 
uing  education  funds,  and  all  the  pre¬ 
requisites  of  career.  All  this  is  to  be  under- 
stood  in  the  current  proposal  to  create  a 
new  diaconate  in  United  Methodism  ( see 
^  UMR.  Jan.  20  and  Jan.  27). 


But  if  the  General  Conference  gives 
such  professionals  all  they  desire  and  or¬ 
dains  them  deacons,  it  is  not  at  all  neces¬ 
sary  or  desirable  to  discontinue  ordain¬ 
ing  young  ministers  as  deacons  also.  In 
other  words,  the  present  diaconate  could 
be  expanded  to  include  educators,  musi¬ 
cians  and  administrators,  as  well  as  cler¬ 
gy.  There  is  no  necessity  to  take  away 
deacons  orders  from  clergy  in  order  to 
upgrade  other  church  ministries. 

I  have  been  a  deacon  since  1937. 1  still 
am,  and  being  an  elder  in  no  way  cancels 
my  diaconate.  Deacons  are  servants. 
When  I  was  ordained  deacon,  I  made  a 
permanent,  life-time  commitment  to 
serve  the  church  in  all  and  whatever 
ways  needed  —  to  sweep  floors,  shovel 
snow,  stack  tables,  mimeograph  bulle¬ 
tins,  raise  money,  visit  homes  and  hospi¬ 
tals,  baptize  babies,  attend  meetings, 
and  do  all  the  other  endless  number  of 
the  chores  of  Christian  ministry.  I  reckon 
95  percent  of  my  pastoral  work  has  been 
that  of  a  deacon. 

I  feel  deeply  that  nobody  ought  to  be  or¬ 
dained  an  elder  who  has  not  first  made 
this  solemn  decision  to  be  a  servant. 
United  Methodism  does  not  need  an  elit¬ 
ist  "Ministry  of  Word  and  Sacrament” 
which  is  not  firmly  founded  first  on  hum¬ 
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ble  and  obedient  servanthood. 

I  plead  with  the  General  Conference 
not  to  eliminate  deacons  orders  for  all 
our  clergy.  A  profound  spiritual  value  is 
at  stake. 

William  F.  Dunkle  Jr. 
Marianna,  Florida 

Please  be  aecurate 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  headline  in  the  Jan.  13 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Bishop  Robinson:  ‘heretic 
deserves  a  better  memory 
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Bishop  John  A.  T.  Robinson  was  no 
ordinary  Christian.  In  his  day— the  1960s 
and  early  1970s  for  the  most  part  —  the 
scholarly  Anglican  Bishop  of  Woolwich 
earned  a  fair  degree  of  notoriety  among 
Christians  for  his  unconventional  views 
on  theology  and  morality.  Some  of  his 
more  shrill  critics  even  labeled  him  a 
“heretic”  because  of  his  disbelief  in  a 
supernatural  God  “out  there”  —  he 
believed  God  is  found  “down  here”  in 
human  experience  —  and  his  emphasis 
on  love  as  the  only  proper  standard  of  a 
Christian’s  life. 

So  when  the  bishop  died  late  in  1983  at 
his  home  in  Yorkshire,  England,  I  waited 
for  what  I  thought  would  be  an 
outpouring  of  retrospectives  —  both  pro 
and  con  —  regarding  the  impact  of  his 
life  and  thought  on  a  generation  of 
Christians.  I’m  still  waiting.  To  my 
bafflement  a  ranking  “heretic”  has  died 
virtually  unnoticed  by  either  friend  or 
foe. 

True,  Time  magazine  published  a 
perfunctory  obituary  which  recalled  that 
Bishop  Robinson  wrote  a  “scandalous  ' 
book  called  “Honest  to  God."  Similar 
notices  appeared  in  some  religious 
publications.  But  a  headline  to  one  such 
item  reflected  the  yawn  with  which  the 
world  generally,  and  the  church 
especially,  received  his  passing.  With  i 
hint  of  sarcasm,  it  read,  “Death  of  .  .  . 
whom?” 

I  believe  John  A.  T.  Robinson  deserves 
better. 

Unfortunately,  he  was  at  least  “guilty 
by  association"  with  much  of  the 
theological  radicalism  of  the  1960s,  and 
he  bears  some  responsibility  for  never 
successfully  overcoming  its  negative 
images.  Despite  the  fact  that  he  was  a 
devout  believer,  some  identified  him 
with  the  later  so-called  “death  of  God” 
moven  ont.  Others  took  his  ideas  on  love 
and  twisted  them  into  a  “love  and  do 
anything  you  want”  ethic. 

But  to  my  knowledge.  Bishop  Robinson 
never  disavowed  basic  Christian 


Stephen  Swecker 


doctrines  such  as  the  Resurrection,  nor 
advocated  moral  values  devoid  of 
Christian  responsibility.  Much  of  what  he 
taught  was  orthodox  Christianity  as 
filtered  through  his  sometimes  eccentric 
interpretation  of  the  theological  “giants” 
of  our  time  —  most  notably  Paul  Tillich, 
Rudolph  Bultmann  and  Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer.  As  a  result,  he  introduced 
many  Christians  of  my  generation  to 
creative  ferment  in  the  church  — 
something  we  didn’t  experience  in 
Sunday  School. 

The  bishop’s  detractors  attacked 
“Honest  to  God”  for  being  a  “scissors 
and  paste  job”  of  other  people’s  ideas.  It 
may  have  been.  What  I  know  is  that 
Bishop  Robinson’s  writings  succeeded  in 
showing  many  disaffected,  and  even 
disbelieving,  young  people  that  Christian 
thought  did  not  stop  with  St.  Paul.  For 
those  people,  that  was  a  refreshing,  even 
liberating,  insight. 

I’m  convinced  that  there  are 
substantial  numbers  of  persons  who 
remained  in  the  church  during  the 
“secular  sixties”  largely  because  J.  A.  T. 
Robinson  persuaded  them  that  the 
Christian  faith  is  not  just  a  set  of  dead 
beliefs  and  stale  morality  as  they 
previously  had  concluded.  Many  of  those 
persons  have  since  mellowed  and 
matured  beyond  what  they  learned  from 
the  Bishop  of  Woolwich.  But  they’re  with 
us  today,  as  church  members  and 
leaders,  because  they  agreed  with  him 
that  the  Christian  faith  is  not  at  odds  with 
intellectual  honesty  and  an  adventure¬ 
some  spirit. 

I’m  possibly  one  of  those  people,  so  my 
debt  to  John  A.  T.  Robinson  is  great.  If  he 
was  a  modern-day  heretic,  I'm  all  the 
more  grateful  that  we  don’t  burn  his  likes 
at  the  stake  any  longer.  If  anything,  we 
need  more  Christians  of  orthodox  but 
venturesome  spirit  today  who  are  willing 
to  be  thought  of  as  “heretics"  by  the 
church,  if  only  for  the  sake  of  the  church 
tomorrow. 

-  STEPHEN  SWECKER 


strong  temperance  sermon?  Are  we  too 
sophisticated  now?  It  is  surely  obvious 
that  temperance  is  needed  now  more 
than  ever,  but  can  we  afford  to  offend  our 
membership  in  this  modern  day? 

When  was  the  last  time  an  invitation 
was  given  “to  come  forward  to  the  altar” 
at  the  close  of  a  sermon? 

When  did  you  hear  a  good  evangelistic 
sermon  last?  When  did  your  church  last 
host  a  series  of  evangelistic  services? 

Old-fashioned?  Yes,  I  suppose  so. 
These  programs  had  their  faults  and 
weaknesses,  but  certainly  abolishing 
these  programs  has  indeed  contributed 
to  our  present  attendance  and  member¬ 
ship  problems.  We  offer  so  little  today. 
We  can’t  expect  to  have  much  of  an  im¬ 
pact  on  this  difficult  world  without  sup¬ 
plying  the  necessary  tools. 

Perhaps  we  should  consider  dropping 
the  word  “Methodist,"  for  we  have  come 
so  far  from  the  purpose  of  the  Wesleys. 
Give  me  that  “old  time  religion"  with  all 
its  shortcomings,  for  it  is  far  superior  to 
the  present  day  apathy  that  I  observe. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Elmer 
Snethen,  is  a  member  of  Drexel  Hill 
UMC.  Drexel  Hill,  Pennsylvania  (East¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  UMR.  P.  O.  Box  221076.  Dallas, 
Texas  75222. 


Reporter,  “Proposals  could  impact  local 
churches": 

Please,  please,  please  stop  misusing 
the  word  “impact.”  The  meaning  of  this 
headline  is:  “Proposals  could  constipate 
local  churches!” 

I  doubt  that  is  what  is  meant,  so  why 
say  it? 

Peter  Law 

Forest  Lake,  Minnesota 

Church  secretary 
article  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

If  there  was  a  hall  of  fame  for  church 
secretaries,  I  know  that  Margaret  Fes- 
sendon  would  be  the  much  hailed  entry.  I 
enjoyed  reading  the  article  about  her  in 
the  Reporter’s  Dec.  30  issue  because  it 
gave  credit  to  the  profession  of  being  a 
church  secretary.  I  congratulate  Ms. 
Fessenden  on  her  achievements  in  the 
profession.  This  article  also  showed  that 
it  is  never  too  late  to  venture  into  new  av¬ 
enues  of  Christian  service. 

I  hope  that  more  articles  on  this  sub¬ 
ject  will  be  published  in  the  Reporter  pe¬ 
riodically.  Church  secretaries  in  general 
are  unsung  heroes  of  the  church  and  the 
administrative  staff. 

Cookie  F.  Bracey 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

Troubled  clergy  can  get 

help  in  this  conference 

To  the  Editor: 

John  C.  Atherton’s  “Letter  to  the  Edi¬ 
tor”  (UMR,  Jan.  6)  challenges  church 
leaders  to  offer  the  same  kind  of  support 
to  “troubled  pastors”  as  that  given  to  for¬ 
mer  Bishop  James  Armstrong.  He  im¬ 
plies  that  those  who  have  not  reached 
“the  pinnacle  of  success”  do  not  receive 
help. 

For  the  past  six  years  Bishop  James  S. 
Thomas  has  given  direction  and  support 
to  a  Transition  Ministry  Committee  in 
the  East  Ohio  Annual  Conference  which 
offers  pastors  in  transition  financial,  e- 
motional,  and  spiritual  support. 

As  the  staff  person  responsible  for  the 
implementation  of  that  ministry,  I  am 
aware  of  financial  grants  given  to  pas¬ 
tors  to  help  relocate,  pay  rent,  and  re¬ 
train.  We  offer  career  counseling  and 
planning,  resume  development,  inter¬ 
view  training  and  assistance  in  finding 
employment.  Business  and  industry 
members  of  the  Transition  in  Ministry 
Committee  offer  a  network  of  leads  and 
ideas. 

The  ministry  is  available  to  clergy  who 
are  in  transition,  their  children,  former 
spouses  of  divorced  clergy  and  others 
who  may  be  affected  by  the  pastoral  ca¬ 
reer  change. 

Maynard  French 
North  Canton.  Ohio 


j  The  same  fire 

I  look  into  light,  into  fire: 
slender  pillar  — 
you  are  the  same  fire 
of  splendor 

that  bore  light  on  the  journey 
for  Moses,  Joseph’s  bones, 
a  stubborn  people. 

Milk,  honey, 

water  sprung  from  the  rock: 
you  are  the  same 
that  fed  a  people 
craving  more. 

Sap  still  flows  from  the  tree 
sweet,  quenching  thirst, 
as  vines  bear  juice. 

‘Swallow  no  bitter  water. 

Tap  the  tree,  strike  the  rock. 

I  wait  to  feed  you 
still.’ 

DIANE  KARAY 


the  sick,  and  visit  the  imprisoned  (Matt. 
25:37-40).  We  are  all  called  to  “minister” 
to  the  needs  of  others.  “As  each  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  gift,  employ  it  for  one  another  as 
good  stewards  of  God’s  varied 
grace  .  .  .”  (I  Peter  4: 10). 

Ideas  of  ministry  changed 

As  my  ideas  of  the  ministry  have 
changed,  so  also  have  my  expectations  of 
the  clergy.  I  believe  that  a  pastor  can 
best  be  depicted  as  an  “enabler.”  How¬ 
ever,  I  think  that  sometimes  we  expect 
the  pastor  to  have  all  the  answers,  solve 
all  the  problems,  to  be  everything  to 
everyone.  Perhaps  the  difficulty  arises 
when  we  view  the  pastor  as  a  “guide.” 

Webster’s  dictionary  defines  guide  as 
“one  who  shows  the  way  by  being  thor¬ 
oughly  familiar  with  the  course,  and 
connotes  his  continuous  presence  or  di¬ 
rection  along  the  way.”  I  see  two  difficul¬ 
ties  with  this  way  of  thinking. 

First,  faith  is  an  exploration,  a  jour¬ 
ney.  No  one,  I  feel,  is  ‘thoroughly  famil¬ 
iar”  with  this  course  of  development.  It 
varies  with  the  individual.  Most  likely  no 
two  people,  including  clergy,  are  in  the 
same  place  at  the  same  time.  But  some¬ 
times  we  expect  the  pastor  already  to 
have  arrived  at  the  end  of  the  journey. 
(In  fact,  some  pastors  lead  us  to  believe 
this  is  true.)  We  expect  a  sort  of  perfec¬ 
tion.  It  might  just  be  that  the  imperfec¬ 
tions  in  the  individual,  and  an  awareness 
of  them  by  his/her  parishioners  could  en¬ 
hance  the  effectiveness  of  the  person  as 
pastor. 

The  second  difficulty  with  the  use  of 
the  concept  of  “guide”  is  that  it  “con¬ 
notes  his  continuous  presence  or  direc¬ 
tion  along  the  way.”  In  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  the  “continuous  presence” 
usually  lasts  for  only  four  or  five  years. 
According  to  many  studies,  this  is  only 
enough  time  to  begin  an  effective  pro¬ 
gram  of  ministry.  It  does  not  provide  a 
“continuing  direction,”  and  fosters  insta¬ 
bility  and  frustration  in  the  congregation 
to  say  nothing  of  the  pastor  and  his  or  her 
family.  Sometimes  it  might  be  desirable 
to  move  a  pastor  after  a  short  period,  but 
not  as  a  rule. 

Ministry  includes  everyone 

A  “minister,”  according  to  Webster,  is 
“a  person  acting  for  another  as  his  agent 
and  carrying  out  his  orders  or  designs.” 
In  Christianity,  this  would  include  every 
person.  We  are  all  “agents”  for  Christ. 
What  sets  the  ordained  clergy  apart  is  sim¬ 
ply  the  total  commitment  to  using  the  spe¬ 
cial  “gifts  and  graces”  he  or  she  might 
have  to  perform  the  functions  of  “Word, 
Sacrament  and  Order.”  They  are  not  “su¬ 
perhuman.”  They  have  not  completed 
the  journey  and  they  should  not  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  have  done  so. 

My  view  of  ministry  has  changed  be¬ 
cause  I  now  see  myself  involved  in  minis¬ 
try  as  much  as  the  pastor  of  my  church.  I 
simply  see  my  pastor  as  being  one  to  ena¬ 
ble  me  to  fully  experience  and  live  out 
my  vocation  as  an  “agent”  for  Christ. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tor,  Cindy  Luchenbill,  is  a  lay  staff  mem¬ 
ber  of  St.  Mark's  UMC  in  Florissant,  Mis¬ 
souri  (Missouri  East  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 


MORE 

MISSIONARIES 

WANTED 

Churches  in  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  America  are  calling  once  more  for  mis¬ 
sionaries  with  specific  skills.  Fifty  requests  for  personnel  are  now  waiting  to 
be  filled:  pastors,  teachers,  doctors,  hospital  administrators,  agriculturists, 
youth  workers  and  others.  More  requests  are  anticipated.  But  filling  these  re¬ 
quests  is  beyond  the  current  financial  resources  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

To  meet  these  needs,  a  new  Advance  Special  fund  has  been  created.  Its  goal 
is  two  million  dollars  in  1984. 

There  is  a  compelling  need  to  strengthen  the  total  Persons  in  Mission  pro¬ 
gram  which  includes  the  support  of  nationals  serving  in  their  own  countries 
and  nationals  in  international  service. 

Before  a  response  can  be  made  to  these  requests,  additional  funds  must  be 
secured.  Your  help  is  urgently  sought. 

Designate  your  gift  for  the  new  Advance  Special  to  Project  No.  008986-5  H-Z. 
"Emerging  Personnel  and  Program  Needs."  For  local  church  and  annual  con¬ 
ference  credit,  send  your  gift  through  your  local  church  treasurer.  Gifts  will 
then  be  forwarded  to:  The  Advance — GCFA,  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  1439,  New  York,  NY  101 15. 
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Retirement  benefits  among  lowest  in  church 


Rio  Grande  pastors9 golden  years  need  green 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  Many  ministers  in 
United  Methodism’s  Rio  Grande  Annual 
Conference  do  not  look  forward  to 
retirement.  This,  in  part,  is  because 
their  conference  has  the  lowest  pension 
rate  in  the  denomination. 

Retired  ministers  here  receive  $85  per 
year  of  service  in  pension  benefits  an¬ 
nually.  A  minister  who  has  worked  40 
years  will  receive  about  $250  per  month,” 
declared  the  Rev.  Oscar  Garza, 


president  of  the  association  representing 
these  retirees. 

‘‘This  is  not  enough  money  to  live  on.” 
he  continued.  “It  destroys  dignity  and 
puts  retired  ministers  under  tremendous 
stress.”  (Pension  rates  for  retired  UM 
ministers  vary  from  one  conference  to 
another  ranging  from  $85  per  service 
year  in  Rio  Grande  to  $210  in  Alaska. ) 

Mr.  Garza’s  statements  were  echoed 
by  about  30  retired  and  active  ministers 
gathered  here  for  a  convocation  of  the 
Rio  Grande  Conference  Association  of 


Retired  Ministers. 

The  Rev.  Alfredo  Nanez  and  his  wife, 
Juanita,  exemplify  Mr.  Garza’s  words. 
The  $396  which  Mr.  Nanez  receives 
monthly  does  not  cover  their  expenses. 
“We  had  to  go  on  welfare  to  support 
ourselves,”  the  couple  explained.  “We 
now  live  in  a  federally-funded  housing 
project.  Things  are  very  bad  for  us.” 

“The  present  pension  system  is  not 
consistent,”  declared  the  Rev.  Josue 
Gonzales.  “This  is  not  an  inclusive  or 
connectional  church  when  such  disparity 
exists.” 


Agreement  reached  with  bishop 

Councilman  pastor  keeps  2  jobs 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

KANSAS  CITY  —  City  Councilman 
Emanuel  Cleaver  stood  before  a  cheer¬ 
ing  St.  James-Paseo  United  Methodist 
Church  congregation  recently  and 
announced  that  he  will  continue  to  be 
their  representative  in  City  Hall  as  well 
as  their  pastor. 

Mr.  Cleaver  said  he  and  Bishop  W.  T. 
Handy  of  the  Missouri  Area  had  reached 
an  agreement  in  which  he  will  not  have  to 
give  up  either  the  spiritual  or  political 
leadership  positions. 

For  more  than  two  months,  the  Kansas 
City  news  media  have  buzzed  about 
whether  the  popular  black  politician 
would  be  “driven”  from  office  or  his 
church  by  his  bishop  (see  Reporter,  Nov. 
25). 

Bishop  Handy  and  Mr.  Cleaver 
steadfastly  have  maintained  there  was 
no  personal  harshness  between  them  but, 
rather,  that  they  have  been  working 
through  some  very  difficult  philosophical 
questions  about  the  mixing  of  political 
and  church  responsibilities. 

The  situation  has  attracted  attention 
nationwide,  and  many  United  Methodists 
from  across  the  country  contacted  Mr. 
Cleaver  to  relay  their  support,  he  said. 

Mr.  Cleaver  also  sought  counsel  from 
UM  ministers  in  other  annual 
conferences  who  now  or  in  the  past  have 
been  actively  involved  in  politics.  A  visit 
with  the  Rev.  Joseph  Lowery,  Atlanta 
pastor  and  national  civil  rights  leader, 
was  widely  reported  in  the  press. 

Bishop  Handy  told  the  Reporter  that  he 
asked  Mr.  Cleaver  last  fall  to  choose 

•  between  being  a  United  Methodist  pastor 
and  city  councilman.  He  said  it  appeared 

•  that  although  he  was  doing  a  good  job  at 
City  Hall  and  in  his  fast-growing  congre- 


Bishop  Handy 


Mr.  Cleaver 


gation,  he  didn’t  have  time  to  share  his 
leadership  talents  at  the  district  and 
annual  conference  levels. 

Because  the  UMC  is  a  connectional 
church,  a  minister  has  responsibility  to 
the  church  at  large  as  well  as  to  the  local 
congregation,  the  bishop  said. 

“I  believe  that  God 
has  annointed  me  with 
the  ability  to  be  a 
pretty  good  scratcher, 
and  I  intend  to  keep  on 
scratching.” 

Bishop  Handy  said  Mr.  Cleaver,  39,  is 
now  showing  by  “joining  in  district  and 
annual  conference  efforts  that  he  can  and 
will  make  good  contributions”  to  the 
church  at  large. 

In  addition,  he  apparently  has  side¬ 
stepped  a  conflict  with  the  UMC’s  “Book 
of  Discipline”  by  announcing  that  he  will 
donate  his  $13,000-a-year  councilman’s 
salary  to  charity. 


Para.  437.1  of  the  Discipline  states  that 
“full-time  service”  shall  be  the  norm  for 
ministry,  and  that  means  a  person’s 
“entire  vocational  time  is  devoted  to  the 
work  of  ministry  in  the  field  of  labor  to 
which  one  is  appointed  by  the  bishop.” 

Presumably,  Mr.  Cleaver’s  donation 
makes  his  City  Hall  job  a  voluntary 
avocation. 

He  told  local  reporters  that  the  loss  of 
income  would  be  a  sacrifice  for  his 
family,  but  that  “this  is  the  price  I  must 
pay  to  do  what  I  must  do.  ’  ’ 

He  told  the  Kansas  City  Times:  “I 
really  believe  there  is  an  inextricable  tie 
between  politics  and  the  church  ...  I 
cannot  ignore  the  wrongness  in  Kansas 
City  life,”  such  as  crime,  suffering  and 
racial  hostility. 

“The  church  for  too  long  has  just 
itched,”  Mr.  Cleaver  said.  “We  need 
some  scratchers.” 

The  public  spotlight  on  Mr.  Cleaver 
also  has  fallen  on  UM  church  law  and  the 
responsibility  and  power  of  a  bishop  to 
assign  ministers. 

Some  Missouri  United  Methodists  say 
the  news  media  have  not  provided  a 
proper  understanding  of  why  Bishop 
Handy,  a  black  man,  would  challenge 
what  many  see  as  a  traditional  and 
correct  link  between  black  clergy  and 
politics. 

But  a  major  Kansas  City  Times 
personality  piece  Jan.  28,  emphasized 
Bishop  Handy’s  record  of  following  the 
rules  and  applying  them  with  integrity  to 
all  persons  regardless  of  race. 

The  story  described  the  bishop’s  great 
distress  about  declining  membership  in 
the  church  and  his  insistence  that  all 
clergy  give  their  best  to  the  tasks  of  the 
church,  first  in  proclamation  of  the 
Gospel  and,  second,  to  social  action. 


“The  root  of  our  conference  pension 
problems  is  a  $1.6  million  unfunded 
liability,”  said  Naomi  Janes  who  heads 
the  conference’s  pension  board.  “This 
started  several  years  ago  when  the 
conference  did  not  have  enough  reserve 
funding  for  pensions  and  had  to  borrow 
from  the  General  Board  of  Pensions.  Our 
problems  are  compounded  by  the 
meager  resources  of  the  107  churches  in 
the  conference.” 

Raul  Alegria,  a  staff  member  of  the 
General  Board  of  Pensions,  said  the 
conference’s  recently-launched  $600,000 
crusade  for  retirement  funding  will 
repay  some  of  the  unfunded  liability  and 
may  increase  pension  rates. 

Tlie  retired  ministers  association 
endorsed  a  resolution  from  MARCHA, 
the  Methodist  Association  Representing 
the  Cause  of  Hispanic  Americans,  which 
calls  for  the  equalization  of  pension  rates 
throughout  the  UMC’s  73  annual  con¬ 
ferences.  It  also  asks  the  1984  General 
Conference  to  mandate  the  General 
Board  of  Pensions  and  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
to  assume  at  least  half  of  the  unfunded 
liabilities  of  three  ethnic  minority  and 


language  conferences  —  Rio  Grande, 
Puerto  Rico  and  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary.  These  conferences  have  the 
lowest  pension  rates  in  the  UMC,  $85, 
$105  and  $100  respectively.  Half  of  their 
unfunded  liability  would  total  $1.6 
million. 

In  addition  to  low  pension  rates,  Rio 
Grande  ministers  say  they  receive  little 
information  on  pre-retirement  planning. 
According  to  Ms.  Janes,  “While  many 
pastors  are  young  they  are  not  interested 
in  retirement  or  insurance  planning.  But 
when  they  retire  they  want  all  the 
benefits.” 

"I  believe  that  theology  stops  many 
ministers  from  making  adequate 
retirement  plans,"  Mr.  Garza  said. 
“Many  feel  that  extensive  concern  for 
themselves  goes  against  biblical 
teaching.  They  believe  they  must  die 
with  their  boots  on  —  in  poverty.” 

Another  concern  here  was  the  need  for 
increased  ministries  to  meet  the  influx  of 
Hispanics  in  the  Rio  Grande  conference 
area. 

“We  want  to  reach  out  to  them  because 
the  Anglo  churches  won’t,”  said  the  Rev. 
ConradoSoltero.  district  superintendent 


of  the  Western  area  “We  are  specialists 
in  Hispanic  mission,”  he  continued. 
“When  one  calls  in  a  specialist,  he  or  she 
is  usually  paid  more  than  a  genera! 
practitioner.  But  in  the  UMC  things  are 
the  opposite.” 

Retired  ministers  here  are  like  others 
across  the  country  in  one  respect, 
observed  the  Rev.  Kathy  Nickerson. 
They  often  feel  useless. 

Ms.  Nickerson  is  director  of  support 
systems  and  spiritual  formation  for  the 
UMC’s  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

“Retired  ministers  experience 
isolation,  desolation  and  a  loss  of  sense  of 
self.  You  must  learn  to  use  your  gifts  and 
skills  in  local  churches  in  new  ways,”  she 
told  the  group.  “Retirement  is  a 
transition,  not  a  termination.  Your 
calling  does  not  end  here;  it  continues.” 

A  number  of  “self-help”  recommenda¬ 
tions  to  the  conference  boards  were  also 
drafted  and  approved  by  the  group 
These  included  a  required  “slot”  for  re¬ 
tired  ministers  on  some  conference  agen¬ 
cies  and  an  increase  in  pre-retirement 
orientation  meetings. 


People  in  the  News  . . . 

Opera  singer  becomes  church  music  director 


STOCKTON.  Calif.  -  “Opera  - 
what’s  that?”  was  the  scornful 
reaction  of  William  de  Valentine  as  a 
13-year-old  when  his  junior  high 
school  teacher  in  Los  Angeles  sug¬ 
gested  class  members  spend  their 
lunch  hours  listening  to  classical 
music. 

Mr.  de  Valentine  was  more  familiar 
with  Glenn  Miller  and  jitterbugging. 
But  when  he  heard  his  junior  high 
school  teacher  sing  the  “Bell  Song” 
from  the  opera  “Lakme,”  he  was 
hooked. 

The  youngster  had  decided  to  drop 
in  on  the  lunchtime  concert  out  of 
curiosity. 


“It  just  floored  me,  the  way  she 
sang.  I  saved  my  money  and  bought 
that  record,”  he  says.  “If  I  hadn’t 
wandered  in,  I  might  never  have 
gotten  into  opera.” 

Today,  more  than  35  years  later,  the 
music  director  for  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church  here  knows  opera 
like  a  cobbler  knows  shoes. 
Furthermore,  he  performs  in  opera 
houses  around  the  world. 

More  gratifying,  in  some  ways,  are 
the  rehearsals  at  Grace  UMC  which 
include  laughing  as  well  as  singing  for 
the  dozen  or  so  choir  members.  Mr.  de 
Valentine’s  humor  and  easygoing 
manner  are  described  as  definite 
assets  by  choir  members  and  the  Rev. 
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Lee  Hayward,  pastor  of  the  church  in 
an  article  in  the  California-Nevada 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 

“He's  excellent.  I  think  we’re  lucky 
to  have  him,”  said  Mabel  Barron,  a 
long-time  choir  member. 

But  it  was  more  than  luck  that 
brought  the  opera  singer  to  his 
present  position.  Most  black  artists 
started  out  in  church  groups,  said  Mr. 
de  Valentine,  whose  first  voice  lessons 
at  the  age  of  17  were  paid  for  by  his 
church. 

“But  after  their  careers  get  going, 
they  get  away  from  the  church.  In  my 
prayers  I’m  always  asking  for  this  or 
that,  but  now,  in  my  humble  way.  I’m 
giving  something  back.” 


Former  episcopal  leader  turns 
in  his  UM  clerical  credentials 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

INDIANAPOLIS-  The  Rev.  James 
Armstrong,  who  resigned  as  a  United 
Methodist  bishop  last  November,  has 
authorized  the  surrender  of  his  UM 
ministerial  credentials. 

“The  credentials  are  in  our  hands," 
Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton,  the  interim 
bishop  of  the  Indiana  Area,  told  the 
Reporter  last  week. 

In  his  letter  to  Bishop  Alton,  Dr. 
Armstrong  gave  no  reason  for  his  action 
other  than  to  indicate  he  is  terminating 
his  conference  ministerial  membership 
under  paragraph  448.3  of  the  UM  “Book 
of  Discipline”  titled  “By  Withdrawal  to 
Unite  with  Another  Denomination.” 

“Ministerial  credentials  are  not 
transferable  from  one  denomination  to 
another,”  Bishop  Alton  explained. 
“However,  Dr.  Armstrong  has  indicated 
he  hopes  his  credentials  may  be  endorsed." 
If  endorsed  and  returned,  the  inscription 
on  the  credentials  would  say,  “Has  this 
day  been  honorably  dismissed  by  the  (South 
Indiana)  Conference  from  the  ministry  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

Bishop  Alton  said  the  conference’s 
Joint  Review  Committee  has  been  in 
touch  with  Dr.  Armstrong,  but  no 
recommendation  as  to  endorsement  has 
been  made  to  the  conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry.  The  earliest  an 
action  could  be  taken  is  June  5  when  the 


ministers  of  the  South  Indiana 
conference  meet  in  executive  session. 
The  bishop  said  it  is  possible  no  action 
will  be  recommended  and,  if  none  is,  the 
credentials  would  not  be  returned. 

Meanwhile,  Dr.  Armstrong’s  status  is 
that  of  a  United  Methodist  layman, 
Bishop  Alton  said.  He  said  the  former 
bishop  has  no  financial  claims  on  the 
church,  except  by  special  action. 

He  reported  that  the  annual  conference 
has  provided  the  Armstrongs  with 
insurance  coverage  through  June  30  and 
the  area  episcopal  residence  committee 
has  waived  payments  on  the 
Armstrong’s  home  loan  until  July  1  in 
Indianapolis. 

Asked  about  the  special  support  fund 
created  to  assist  the  Armstrongs  because 
of  financial  difficulties,  the  bishop  said, 
‘‘All  of  the  checks  are  going  to  Phyllis  (Arm¬ 
strong).  That  was  at  Jim’s  specific  request." 

Following  the  resignation,  Dr. 
Armstrong  went  briefly  to  the  Menninger 
Clinic  at  Topeka,  Kans.,  for  treatment.  A 
spokesman  for  the  Indiana  area  said  that 
since  mid-December  the  former  bishop 
has  been  living  in  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Fla., 
where  he  is  working  as  a  consultant 
counselor  for  international  students  at 
Broward  Community  Colleges,  a  school 
with  an  enrollment  of  nearly  31,000  on 
three  campuses  in  Florida. 

Known  as  a  strong  advocate  of 


Christian  social  involvement.  Dr. 
Armstrong  became  a  United  Methodist 
bishop  in  1968  after  10  years  as  a  pastor. 
At  the  time,  he  was  the  second  youngest 
ever  elected  to  the  Methodist  episcopacy. 

Dr.  Armstrong  did  not  “surrender  the 
ministerial  office”  under  the  provisions 
of  church  law.  His  action  has  the  effect  of 
removing  him  from  the  clergy  roster  of 
the  church  rolls  of  the  church,  said  the 
Rev.  Donald  H.  Treese  of  the  church’s 
Division  of  the  Ordained  Ministry. 

- SHARON  MIELKE 


Union  rejects  board’s  wage  offer 


Commemorative  Editions 

THE  BOOK  OF  HYMNS 


THE  BOOK  OF  HYMNS 


the  BOOK  OF  Hymns 


Special  edition  in  two  beautiful 
bindings  to  commemorate  the  Bi¬ 
centennial  of  American  Method¬ 
ism! 

— for  your  own  personal  use 
— to  reward  faithful  sendee  to 
vour  church's  music  ministry 

Covers  are  stamped  in  rich  gold 
and  silver,  and  bound  with 
matching  Parchtone  end  sheets. 

C08-105944.  Blue  kivar  binding 
and  matching  blue  page  edges. 
Each,  $9.95 

C08-107932.  (6462)  Deluxe  binding 
of  brown  bonded  leather.  Gold 
page  edges.  Each,  $16.95 

".  .  .  to  sing  our  common  faith  in 
Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior." 


TriwtfH'rialion  extra.  Add  tale*  tax  it  afiplieaHe 
Satisfaction  guaranteed 


AVAILABLE  AT  COKESBURY  STORES, 

OR  ORDER  FROM  THE 
COKESBURY  SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA:  R 
1661  North  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge.  IL  60068 
1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame,  CA  94010 
201  Eighth  Ave  .  South  •  PO  Box  801  •  Nashville.  TN  37202/ 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

NEW  YORK  -  By  a  vote  of  124-7  the 
general  and  non-executive  staff 
members  overwhelmingly  rejected  a  7 
percent  wage  increase  Jan.  27  offered  by 
management  of  United  Methodism’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

According  to  the  board’s  director  of 
personnel,  some  245  employees  were 
eligible  to  vote  even  though  some  are  not 
members  of  the  union.  District  65,  United 
Auto  Workers. 

Betty  Thompson,  spokesperson  for  the 
board,  said:  “The  board  implemented  7 
percent  raises  for  all  245  of  its  general 
staff  employees  on  Jan.  1.  In  analyzing 
the  results  of  the  recent  balloting 
conducted  by  District  65,  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  about  half  of  all  board 
employees  did  not  choose  to  vote.” 

Union  leaders,  however,  said  it  was  a 
good  turnout.  Don  Will,  a  Women’s 
Division  employee  who  is  also  a  union 
spokesperson,  said  the  total  number  of 


votes  rejecting  the  wage  offer  (124)  was 
almost  identical  to  the  number  (133) 
voting  for  the  union  in  the  first  place 
about  a  year  ago. 

What  will  be  the  union’s  next  step?  Mr. 
Will  told  the  Reporter  “the  next  step  is  to 
convince  management  to  return  to  the 
bargaining  table.”  He  said  the  union 
would  appeal  to  the  board  of  directors 
and  to  the  church  at  large  for  the 
agency’s  management  to  “bargain  in 
good  faith.”  He  said  the  union  would  seek 
to  gain  national  media  attention. 

Mr.  Will  said  it  has  been 
management’s  policy  to  protract 
negotiations  with  the  union  since  last 
March;  to  “move  at  a  snail’s  pace” 
through  a  number  of  work-related  issues 
until  November  (after  the  board’s  annual 
meeting)  and  then  to  want  to  move 
unduly  fast  through  the  “tough  money 
issues.” 

The  board’s  general  staff  members,  he 
said,  are  the  lowest  paid  in  the  building 
at  475  Riverside  Drive,  which  houses 


numerous  agencies  of  United  Methodism 
and  other  denominations.  The  union 
originally  sought  to  have  workers 
brought  up  to  the  level  of  the  second- 
lowest  paid  employees  in  the  building  — 
those  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  This  would  have  required  a  13 
percent  increase. 

However,  Mr.  Will  said,  “We  reduced 
our  economic  demands  drastically;  we 
were  talking  about  10.5  percent  when, 
suddenly,  the  board  declared  an  impasse 
and  implemented  what  they  said  was 
their  ‘final’  position  —  a  7  percent 
increase.” 

The  board’s  general  secretary,  the 
Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  announced  the 
raise  in  a  Dec.  22  letter  to  all  board 
employees.  The  letter  advised  that  if  the 
union  declines  to  execute  the  agreement, 
the  board  would  put  into  effect  salary 
improvements  and  other  terms  and 
conditions  of  employment  in  the 
proposed  contract. 

The  board’s  “final  economic  proposal” 


provides  a  7  percent  across-the-board 
increase  in  1984  to  all  general  staff  and 
raises  wage  minimums  and  maximums 
by  12.5  percent. 

Ms.  Thompson  said  this  means  that 
some  whose  salaries  had  been  frozen  now 
enjoy  raises.  “The  total  package  of  the 
increases  amounts  to  approximately  8 
percent,”  she  told  the  United  Methodist 
News  Service. 

Mr.  Will  said  the  offer  was  overwhelm¬ 
ingly  rejected  largely  because  of  the 
“cutbacks”  contained  in  the  board 
proposal  under  the  category  of  terms  of 
employment.  The  proposed  contract 
eliminated  leaves  for  professional 
development,  emergency  days,  sever¬ 
ance  pay,  flex  time  and  one  funeral  day 
to  attend  funerals  of  friends  and  relatives 
not  in  the  immediate  family.  “People  felt 
they  had  lost  economically.” 

Dr.  Nugent  estimated  that  the  wage 
increases  put  into  place  Jan.  l  totaled 
“just  under  a  million  dollars”  over  a 
three-year  period. 


Vatican  ties  draw  varied  reactions 


CHICAGO  (RNS)  —  Evangelist  Billy 
Graham  worked  behind  the  scenes  last 
April  to  help  President  Reagan  assess 
the  reaction  of  evangelicals  to  U.S. 
establishment  of  diplomatic  relations 
with  the  Vatican,  according  to  a  report  in 
the  Chicago  Sun-Times. 

“If  anyone  can  do  it  and  get  away  with 
it,  it  is  Mr.  Reagan,”  concluded  Mr. 
Graham,  who  has  downplayed  his  close 
relations  with  U.S.  presidents  ever  since 
Watergate. 

The  establishment  of  official  ties 
between  the  United  States  and  the 
Vatican  has  drawn  mixed  reactions  from 
United  Methodist  ecumenists.  Dr.  Albert 
Outler  described  it  as  a  “constructive 
step”  while  Professor  John  M.  Swomley 
said  he  believes  “it  is  a  terrible  thing.” 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  20) 


Meanwhile  leaders  of  Dr.  Graham’s 
own  denomination,  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  have  launched  a  campaign 
opposing  the  establishment  of  diplomatic 
ties.  They  have  been  joined  by 
Americans  for  the  Separation  of  Church 
and  State  and  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

(Mr.  Graham  was  admitted  to  the 
Mayo  Clinic  in  Rochester,  Minn.,  Jan.  29 
for  treatment  of  what  doctors  described 
as  “an  acute  bacterial  infection  of  his 
sinuses  and  left  inner  ear.’’) 

The  evangelist  summed  up  his  findings 
in  a  confidential  seven-page  letter  to 
William  P.  Clark,  then  the  president’s 
national  security  adviser,  who  since  has 
been  named  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  A 
copy  of  the  letter  was  obtained  by  the 
Sun-Times. 


Evangelical  leaders  contacted  by  Mr. 
Graham  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Clark 
included  the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell,  head  of 
Moral  Majority;  the  Rev.  Pat  Robertson, 
head  of  the  Christian  Broadcasting 
Network;  the  Rev.  Billy  Melvin, 
executive  secretary  of  the  National 
Association  of  Evangelicals;  the  Rev. 
David  Hubbard,  president  of  Fuller 
Theological  Seminary  in  Pasadena, 
Calif.,  and  the  Rev.  Gilbert  Beers,  editor 
of  Christianity  Today  magazine. 

Generally  moderate  evangelicals  were 
described  as  presenting  few  problems, 
especially  if  the  point  was  made  that  the 
pope  was  being  recognized  as  a  political 
head  and  not  in  his  religious  capacity. 

Mr.  Falwell  was  described  as  being  in 
“a  very  difficult  position”  because  his 
following  includes  large  numbers  of 


Catholics  and  large  numbers  of 
conservative  Baptists  who  would  oppose 
such  a  move.  However,  Mr.  Graham 
pointed  out  that  perhaps  “some  people 
(like  Jerry  Falwell)  could  be  persuaded 
to  keep  silent  on  the  issue.” 

“I  honestly  don’t  know  what  I 
personally  would  recommend  that  the 
president  do,”  he  concluded. 

But  he  said  that  the  president  “would 
need  to  cover  his  political  bases”  and 
bring  into  the  picture  “people  .  .  .  who 
might  cause  him  trouble." 

Mr.  Graham  also  suggested  that  “it  be 
made  clear  that  the  position  would  be 
open  to  a  non-Roman  Catholic.  ’’ 

While  in  the  hospital,  Mr.  Graham 
canceled  all  engagements  for  the  next 
two  weeks,  including  an  invitation  from 
President  and  Mrs.  Reagan  . 
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the  church  today 


lowans  with  handicaps  sent 
UMCOR  $2,000  for  the  hungry 

SIOUX  CITY,  Iowa  (UMNS)  —  Be¬ 
cause  they  are  no  strangers  to  suffering, 
a  group  of  persons  with  handicapping 
conditions  here  decided  to  collect  money 
to  help  people  suffering  from  hunger. 
Members  accumulated  $2,000  during  the 
past  year  by  saving  the  equivalent  of  one 
evening  meal  a  week. 

The  Rev.  Arnold  Herbst,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Sioux  City  District  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist  Church,  forwarded  the 
check  to  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief,  which  administers  hun¬ 
ger  funds  to  people  in  need  within  and 
outside  the  United  States. 

The  group,  calling  itself  the  Church  of 
All  Nations,  meets  in  an  abandoned 
church  building  which  the  Rev.  John  P. 
Hantla  had  moved  to  the  grounds  of 
Goodwill  Industries. 

Bicentennial  show 
“sells  out”  twice  over 

BALTIMORE  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodism’s  Bicentennial  celebration 
May  6  here  is  a  "sell  out”  —  twice. 

When  requests  for  the  complimentary 
tickets  reached  double  the  10,000 
available  seats  in  the  Civic  Center,  a  ma¬ 
tinee  performance  was  added.  All  tickets 
for  that  showing  have  been  allocated,  a 
waiting  list  set  up,  and  requests  now 
coming  in  are  being  returned  with  a 
letter  of  regret. 

Entitled  “Festival  200  —  A  Celebration 
of  Methodism  in  America,  1784-1984,”  the 
performances  are  scheduled  for  3  p.m. 
and  7  p.m.  May  6.  A  set  of  tickets  for  the 
matinee  has  been  printed  and  will  be 
distributed  as  soon  as  possible,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Rev.  Wilson  A.  Shearer  who 
chairs  the  Baltimore  committee  for  the 
General  Conference. 

All  General  Conference  delegates  and 
others  officially  related  to  the  conference 
would  be  accommodated  as  earlier 
planned. 
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The  celebration  is  being  written  by 
Loonis  McGlohon  of  Charlotte,  N.C.,  a 
composer,  pianist  and  television  pro¬ 
ducer  with  a  long  list  of  credits  to  his 
name.  It  will  feature  specially-written 
music  as  well  as  favorite  hymns,  choirs, 
soloists,  dancers  and  musical  ensembles. 

Psalm-singing  goes 
to  General  Conference 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  At  least  one 
agency  report  to  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference  will  have  a  harmonious  ring  to  it 
as  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  answers  a  resounding  “yes”  to  the 
musical  question,  “Can  anybody  sing  a 
Psalm?”  J  6 

"Psalms  for  Singing”  is  a  116-page 
sampler  of  the  Psalter  put  to  music.  In¬ 
cluded  in  the  work  are  26  new  trans¬ 
lations.  The  composer  is  the  Rev.  Gary 
Chamberlain,  a  United  Methodist  pastor 
and  Hebrew  scholar  from  Maine.  The 
music  section  of  the  publication  has  one 
section  with  melody  lines  for  congrega¬ 
tional  singing,  and  one  section  for  choir 
and  accompanists. 

More  research,  experimenting 
to  go  into  UM  curriculum 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  The  agency 
responsible  for  planning  and  developing 
United  Methodist  church  school  curri¬ 
culum  has  streamlined  its  administra¬ 
tive  staff  to  allow  “more  emphasis  on  re¬ 
search  and  experimentation”  and  a  clo¬ 
ser  study  of  age-level  resources. 

As  of  Jan.  1,  the  Curriculum  Resources 
Committee  has  a  new  three-person 
Department  of  Planning,  Research  and 
Experimentation,  headed  by  the  Rev.  M. 
Franklin  Dotts.  The  Rev.  H.  Claude 
Young  Jr.,  editor  of  church  school  publi¬ 
cations,  said  the  new  department  will  be 
responsible  for  trying  out  curriculum 
prototypes  on  test  audiences.  The  depart¬ 
ment  will  begin  experimenting  with  elec¬ 
tronic  media  —  such  as  computers  and 
videotape  —  as  education  tools. 


_ _ _ 

This  balloon  carries  a  message  for  1984 :  "200  Years  of  Methodism.' 

Hot  air  balloon  proclaims 
Methodist  celebration 


BROOKLYN,  Minn.  —  A  hot  air 
balloon  displaying  a  15  x  21  foot  banner 
declaring  "200  years  of  Methodism” 
launched  a  year  of  bicentennial  celebra¬ 
tions  at  Brooklyn  United  Methodist 
Church  here. 

Jim  and  Sue  Henry,  members  of  the 
congregation,  inflated  their  balloon  at 
10:15  a.m.  Sunday,  Jan.  8,  between  wor¬ 
ship  services. 

The  banner  will  be  removed  from  the 
balloon  and  attached  to  the  front  of  the 
church  for  the  remainder  of  1984. 

Following  both  services  of  worship, 
children  ages  3  years  through  6th  grade 
released  helium  filled  balloons  with  love 
messages  and  their  names. 


Dr.  David  Scoates,  vice  president  of 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  Evanston,  Illinois,  was  guest 
preacher.  “On  the  Edge  of  History”  was 
his  sermon  title. 

Vonda  Van  Dyke  Scoates,  a  former 
Miss  America,  was  guest  soloist.  Ms. 
Scoates,  who  presents  concerts 
throughout  the  country,  sang  an  original 
composition,  "Our  Lord’s  Prayer.” 

During  1984  Brooklyn  UMC  will  cele¬ 
brate  200  years  of  Methodism  in  America 
and  also  130  years  of  Methodism  at  7200 
Brooklyn  Boulevard,  according  to  an 
article  in  the  Minnesota  Conference 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 


Teleconference  held 


Women  view  role  in  Wesleyan  tradition 


By  ANN  G.  WHITING 
"Sometime  the  world  will  be  awakened 
by  the  dawning  light  —  the  light  of  ages 
shining  in  its  face  —  and  will  see  the  why 
and  wherefore  of  its  chaotic  condition, 
and  the  reason  will  be  thus,  that  the 
world  has  been  trying  to  get  on  with  only 
one  half  itself,  the  two  parts  unlike,  and  it 
takes  both  to  make  the  complete  whole. 
Cooperation  is  Divine  ordering. 

“  ‘It  is  not  well  for  man  to  be  alone’  did 
not  mean  that  man  was  lonesome  and 
heeded  woman  to  make  things  pleasant 
fpr  him,  but  that  he  needed  her  help  in 


the  planning  and  working  of  school  sys 
terns,  conducting  newspapers,  the 
making  of  laws,  choice  of  officials, 
caring  for  the  poor,  and  by  all  means 
man  should  not  be  left  alone  in  the 
ministry.  For  every  human  being  stands 
in  equal  relation  to  God.” 


staff  member,  the  teleconference  was  an 
experiment  to  test  both  its  effectiveness 
and  cost  efficiency.  The  seminar  allowed 
a  large  number  of  people  to  hear  and  talk 
with  an  expert  without  spending  a  lot  of 
money  and  time  on  travel,  she  said. 

Dr.  Keller  is  co-editor  and  contributing 


“John  Wesley  did  not  see  himself  as 
a  feminist.” 


African  Palms 


If  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  income 
averages  $55  per  year  to  buy  the  bare 
necessities  of  life  and  to  help  fill 
agricultural,  educational, 
vocational  and  health  needs.  All 
work  done  in  this  country  is 
volunteered.  Orders  are 
acknowledged  and  must  be 
received  by  March  15  to  assure 
delivery  by  Polm  Sunday.  Rates 
based  on  $6.00  per  100:  S3. 00  per  50  in 
multiples  of  50.  Only  individual-sized 
palm  crosses  are  available.  Inquiries 
invited.  Include  your  street  address 
for  United  Parcel  Service  delivery. 
AFRICAN  PALMS.  P.O.  Box  575. 

Olney  MD  20832 


This  plea  comes  not  from  a  late  20th 
century  feminist,  but  from  the  wife  of  a 
preacher  in  a  pioneer  church  who  wrote 
it  in  an  article  she  submitted  to  the 
“Christian  Advocate"  in  1891.  Not  sur¬ 
prisingly,  her  article  was  rejected  for 
publication. 

The  writer,  Missouri’s  Ann  Powell 
Probst,  is  one  of  the  women  featured  in  a 
new  filmstrip,  “Out  of  the  Shadows.”  It 
was  a  focal  point  of  an  experimental  tele¬ 
conference,  “Women  in  the  Wesleyan 
Tradition,”  sponsored  by  Cokesbury 
Educational  Services  and  UM-related 
Garrett-Evangelical  Seminary. 

The  teleconference  Jan.  21  connected  96 
women  and  men  in  seven  UM  annual  con¬ 
ferences  with  Dr.  Rosemary  Skinner  Kel¬ 
ler,  associate  professor  of  religion  and 
American  culture  at  Garrett-Evangeli¬ 
cal  and  a  panel  of  representative  United 
Methodist  women. 

According  to  Jenny  Case,  a  Cokesbury 


less  one  is  bom  again, 
one  cannot  be  happy.” 

-John  Wesley 

y/\\Y. .  / KW  .jfflRTH 
JOHN  WESLEY 
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Thomas  C.  Oden 

oQ^leadmg  theologian  presents  some  of  John 
Wesieyk  finest  discourses  in  a  clear,  accurate  modern 
English  version.  These  selections  explore  great  texts 
of  the  New  Testament  to  distil!  the  key  concept  of 
Christian  life:  the  new'  birth.  Wesleyfe  rich  spirituality 
speaks  directly  and  powerfully  to  ail  Christians 
today.  $9.95*  At  bookstores 
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author  of  “Women  in  New  Worlds”  and 
“Women  and  Religion”  (Abingdon).  In 
lectures  interspersed  with  discussion, 
viewing  the  filmstrip  and  listening  to 
taped  recordings  of  the  biographies  of 
prominent  women  in  the  Wesleyan  tradi¬ 
tion,  Dr.  Keller  described  three  water¬ 
shed  periods  in  women’s  involvement  in 
lay  and  volunteer  ministries. 

The  first  era  was  under  the  leadership 
of  John  Wesley.  Beginning  with  the 
mother  of  John  and  Charles  Wesley,  Dr. 
Keller  noted  that  Susanna  Wesley, 
gradually  during  her  lifetime,  came  to 
realize  that  ministry  was  not  limited  to 
ordained  clergymen  but  could,  and  in 
fact,  must  be  carried  out  by  lay  women. 

Susanna’s  model  of  holding  prayer 
meetings  with  the  residents  of  Epworth, 
England,  in  the  absence  of  her  clergy 
husband  doubtless  influenced  John  Wes¬ 
ley’s  later  realization  that  women  could 
in  fact  be  preachers  and  evangelists  and 
lay  leaders.  Dr.  Keller  said. 

"John  Wesley  did  not  see  himself  as  a 
feminist  by  any  stretch  of  the  imagina¬ 
tion,”  Dr.  Keller  said,  “but  as  we  redis¬ 
cover  our  tradition  from  those  days,  we 
find  that  John  Wesley  did  so  much  to  ad¬ 
vocate  for  the  position  of  women.  He  was 
a  real  inspiration  in  bringing  women  into 
public  roles.  Seeing  how  effective  women 
were  in  communicating  the  Gospel  to 
others,  he  began  to  see  that  women  did 
have  the  right  to  preach.  He  came  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  "God  was  owning  the  ministry 
of  women.” 


rights  for  women  and  the  beginning  of 
social  reform  movements  which  were 
precursors  of  the  Social  Gospel,  especial¬ 
ly  in  growing  American  urban  areas. 

In  1861,  the  Women’s  Union  Missionary 
Society,  an  interdenominational  mission 
agency  composed  of  women  from  the 
Methodist,  Congregational  and  Presby¬ 
terian  Churches  had  been  formed.  By  the 
end  of  the  1860’s  the  women  decided  they 
would  be  more  effective  and  reach  more 
women  with  denominational  societies, 
Dr.  Keller  said. 

During  the  1860s  and  1870s,  every  pre¬ 
decessor  denomination  to  United  Meth¬ 
odism  developed  women’s  foreign  and 
home  missionary  societies,  beginning 
with  the  Women’s  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  1869.  These  agencies  were  de¬ 
signed  to  raise  money  for  sending  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  women  and  children. 

Beginning  in  the  late  19th  century,  the 
deaconess  movement  and  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  training  schools  like  Scarritt  and 
the  Chicago  Training  provided  women 
workers  with  the  tools  to  minister  to  the 
poor,  especially  in  the  urban  centers  of 
America.  In  this  movement,  Dr.  Keller 
noted,  lay  women  were  responding  to 
problems  that  male  clergy  and  theolo¬ 
gians  began  to  address  only  several  dec¬ 
ades  later,  in  the  development  of  the 
Methodist  Social  Creed. 

In  a  final  panel  discussion  on  “How  are 
we  as  ‘latter  day  saints’  to  carry  out  our 
ministries  as  lay  women?”  one  panelist 
noted  the  importance  of  not  losing  sight 
of  history.  “Young  women  need  to  recall 
what  it  took  to  get  to  today’s  level  of  op¬ 
portunity  for  women  and  not  give  up  the 
struggle.” 

The  second  session  of  the  telecon¬ 
ference  was  scheduled  for  Feb.  4  and  was 
to  focus  on  the  history  of  ordained  and 
professional  women’s  roles  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  tradition. 

Groups  gathered  in  Monroeville, 
Pennsylvania  (Western  Pennsylvania 
Conference);  Needham  and  Springfield, 
Massachusetts  (Southern  New  England 


“The  beginnings  of  Methodism  in 
America  date  to  Barbara  Heck  and 
other  laypersons.” 


The  second  watershed  era.  Dr.  Keller 
said,  was  before  and  during  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Revolution,  when  Methodist  societies 
were  being  formed  in  America. 

Barbara  Heck,  an  Irish  immigrant  to 
New  York  City,  could  well  be  called  the 
“Mother  of  American  Methodism,”  said 
Dr.  Keller,  for  it  was  at  her  instigation 
that  the  first  Methodist  society  was 
established  in  America  in  New  York  City 
in  1760,  with  her  cousin,  Philip  Embury, 
as  the  preacher. 

"When  we  think  of  the  American 
Methodist  bicentennial,”  Dr.  Keller  said, 
“we  tend  to  think  of  1784  and  the  Christ¬ 
mas  Conference.  That  is  the  beginning  of 
the  organization  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  but  the  beginnings  of  Meth¬ 
odism  in  America  date  to  Barbara  Heck 
and  other  laypersons.  Earliest 
Methodism  was  a  lay  movement,  begun 
by  those  who  missed  the  evangelical  zeal 
of  Methodist  preaching  in  England  and 
Ireland.” 

The  third  watershed  era  for  women 
was  the  second  half  of  the  19th  century 
with  the  development  of  the  women’s 
missionary  movement,  pressure  for  laity 


Conference);  Brewer,  Maine  (Maine 
Conference);  White  Plains,  N.Y.  (New 
York  Conference);  Des  Moines,  Iowa 
(Iowa  Conference);  Indianapolis 
(Southern  Indiana  Conference);  and 
Nashville  (Tennessee Conference). 

How  effective  was  the  teleconference? 
Even  women  who  had  studied  the  role  of 
women  in  Methodism  expressed  surprise 
at  the  sheer  volume  of  women’s  names 
and  activities  reported  in  the  filmstrip 
and  other  materials. 

Having  the  filmstrip  and  tape  helped  to 
diminish  the  impersonality  of  “dis¬ 
embodied  voices”  over  the  telephone, 
said  another  participant.  Because  the 
set-up  was  two-way,  people  at  each  site 
could  converse  with  Dr.  Keller  and  the 
panel  in  Evanston  and  also  with  partici¬ 
pants  at  other  locations. 

Dr.  Keller  also  chairs  the  Women’s 
History  Project  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History, 
which  produced  the  filmstrip  used  by  lo¬ 
cal  groups. 

Ms.  Whiting  is  editor  of  Zion's  Herald 
and  of  the  Southern  New  England 
Conference  Reporter. 


Idea  proposed  to  give 
non-UMs  ‘voice,  vote ’ 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  1984  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  meet  May 
Ml  in  Baltimore.  Delegates  will 
wear  the  medallion  at  right.  Fol¬ 
lowing  is  the  sixth  in  a  17-part 
series  of  articles  summarizing 
major  issues  which  will  face  the 
delegates. 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

Whether  they  realize  it  or  not,  United 
Methodists  officially  would  accept  as 
valid  the  baptism  and  membership  of  a 
Presbyterian  —  or  of  other  Christian 
bodies  —  as  a  part  of  the  Christian 
church.  Most  Presbyterian  churches 
would  do  likewise. 

But  when  this  generalized  “mutual 
recognition  of  members”  moves 
toward  actual  membership,  some  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  become  apprehensive.  In 
fairness  so  do  some  members  in  other 
Christian  churches. 

Non-UMs:  voice  and  vote 
The  UMC’s  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns  is  proposing  to  General 
Conference  that  a  small  and  limited 
number  of  non-United  Methodists  such 
as  Presbyterians,  Episcopalians  and 
Disciples  of  Christ  be  given  voice  and 
vote  in  United  Methodist  bodies,  all  the 
way  from  general-church  agencies  to 
annual  conferences. 

This  isn’t  intended  as  a  “come  one, 
come  all”  invitation  but,  for  practical 
purposes,  would  be  limited  to  voting 
representatives  of  the  eight  other  de¬ 
nominations  in  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union.  The  Presbyterians  and 
Disciples  have  already  adopted 
essentially  the  same  language  being 
proposed  to  General  Conference.  Some 
United  Methodists  already  are  serving 
as  voting  members  of  Presbyterian 
agencies  and  of  that  church’s  top 
policymaking  General  Assembly. 

The  UMC  general  commission,  in 
proposing  this  legislation,  says  it  is 
reminding  United  Methodists  that 
mutual  recognition  of  members,  as 
voted  by  both  the  1976  and  1980  General 
Conferences,  needs  some  concrete 
expression  to  have  real  meaning. 

The  commission  is  also  supporting  a 
petition  which  would  “enable  and 
encourage”  the  participation  of  non- 
United  Methodist  clergypersons  in  the 
ordination  of  United  Methodist 
ministers. 

"The  legislation  we  have  proposed 
las  been  described  as  idealistic,”  said 
Jlev.  Robert  Huston,  chief  executive  of 
the  Christian  Unity/Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns  agency  in  New  York.  “It  may  be, 
but  it  is  also  an  effective  symbol  and 
sign  that  we  understand  the  nature  of 
he  church,  and  it  is  a  sign  to  the  other 
churches  that  we  do  understand.  ” 

Dr.  Huston  said  some  opposition  is 
probably  based  on  the  fact  that  “this  is 
relatively  new  idea.” 

Move  is  opposed 
But  that’s  not  the  reason  the 
denomination’s  central  program  co¬ 
ordinating  body,  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  is  agin’  it.  - 
GCOM’s  counter  agrument  is  that 
nee  a  non-United  Methodist  is  a  full 
member  of  a  given  UMC  agency,  that 
person  could  be  elected  an  officer 
nd/or  be  assigned  to  major  responsi- 
>ilities  in  that  agency.  But  that  person, 
eing  a  non-United  Methodist,  would 
ot  be  accountable  to  the  denomination. 
Thus  GCOM  favors  retaining  legisla- 
ion  which  limits  agency  membership 
o  United  Methodists. 

Dr.  Huston  has  a  response.  "God 
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holds  us  all  accountable  to  manifest  the 
oneness  of  the  Christian  church,"  he 
says. 

The  nearest  parallel  to  the  proposed 
legislation  —  and  it  is,  as  many  persons 
point  out,  really  “another  matter”  —  is 
the  “concordat"  arrangement. 

The  UMC  constitution  provides 
special  “concordat"  relationship  with 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Great  Britain 
described  in  the  constitution  as 
"mother  church  of  Methodism.”  Under 
that  provision,  two  British  Methodist 
lay  persons  and  two  clergy  persons  are 
automatically  seated  quadrennially  as 
delegates  —  with  voice  but  not  vote  — 
in  United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ences.  An  equal  number  of  Unitec 
Methodists  are  seated  annually  in 
British  Methodist  conferences. 

Similar  "concordat"  arrangements 
with  only  half  as  many  reciprocal 
delegates  apply  to  The  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico  and  to  The  Methodist 
Church  of  the  Caribbean  and  the 
Americas. 

On  other  ecumenical  matters  which 
might  generate  General  Conference 
debate,  Dr.  Huston  said  the  question  of 
ongoing  United  Methodist  membership 
in  the  World  and  National  Councils  of 
Churches  “has  been  an  issue  since  at 
least  1966  that  I  am  aware  of.”  Petitions 
both  calling  for  UMC  withdrawal  from 
the  councils  and  affirming  ongoing 
participation  in  them  are  perennials  at 
United  Methodist  General  Conferences. 

Accountability  measure  asked 

Dr.  Huston  said  his  agency  is 
proposing  legislation  which  bears 
directly  on  the  issue  of  accountability  of 
these  outside  bodies.  The  proposed 
legislation  would  give  his  commission 
responsibility  to  receive  reports  on  the 
work  of  both  councils  and  other 
ecumenical  agencies  with  which  United 
Methodists  are  aligned.  The 
commission  would  determine  what  kind 
of  reports  those  would  be,  how  often 
they  would  be  submitted,  and  whether. 
United  Methodist  delegates  to  those 
bodies  would  be  required  to  submit 
reports.  Dr.  Huston  said  this  is  “an 
attempt  to  provide  formally  what  has 
been  happening  informally  for  at  least 
a  decade." 

He  said  the  1984  General  Conference 
will  receive  a  progress  report  on 
studies  being  carried  out  separately  by 
a  task  force  from  within  the  ecumenical 
agency  and  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  on 
the  World  Council  of  Churches’  land¬ 
mark  1982  document  on  “Baptism, 
Eucharist  and  Ministry.”  The 
emphasis  in  that  study,  he  said,  is  “how 
do  we  see  the  apostolic  faith  being 
retained  in  the  document.” 

The  WCC  has  set  a  November  1985 
deadline  for  responses  to  the  "Baptism, 
Eucharist  and  Ministry”  document  by 
its  member  communions.  Dr.  Huston 
said  he  hopes  local  United  Methodist 
congregations  will  participate  in  that 
study,  in  concert  with  congregations 
from  other  WCC-member  communions. 


Book  honors  bicentennial 


NEW  YORK  (ABS)  —  American 
Methodists,  as  they  look  back  to  that 
Christmas  Eve  conference  in  Baltimore 
two  centuries  ago,  and  to  a  future  bright 
with  promise,  will  have  plenty  of  memen¬ 
toes  of  this  year  of  celebration. 

Perhaps  the  most  enduring  of  all,  so 
compact  it  can  be  slipped  into  a  pocket  or 
purse  for  moments  of  meditation,  is  a 
slim  44-page  Scripture  booklet  called 
"Proclaiming  Grace  and  Freedom.  ’  ’ 

It  was  produced  for  the  Pan-Methodist 
Bicentennial  Committee  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bible  Society.  Anyone  may  have  a 
copy  for  a  mere  20  cents,  and  many 
people  will  be  given  one  free. 


Nine  giants  from  the  annals  of  Method¬ 
ism  in  America  are  pictured  on  its  blue 
cover  along  with  the  anniversary  logo; 
among  them  the  likenesses  of  the 
Wesleys,  Francis  Asbury,  Barbara  Heck 
and  Richard  Allen. 

In  its  pages  the  reader  encounters  brief 
notes  both  from  Church  archives  and 
those  of  the  five  denominations  joining 
together  in  celebration,  along  with  other 
auxiliary  material.  Here,  too,  the  bed¬ 
rock  themes  of  Methodism  are  reaf¬ 
firmed  and  these  are  further  amplified 
by  27  passages  from  the  Gospels  and 
Epistles. 


j  CLASSIFIED  j 

EUROPEAN  TOUR-OBERAMMERGAU  PLAY; 
Special  price.  Leave  Tampa  June  18;  Free 
literature;  Dr.  FloyEkin  (813  )  797-1198. 

OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY  TOUR:  Two 
16-day  tours  departing  Denver.  CO  or  NYC.  Rev. 
James  Barnes,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church. 
Denver.  Tour  Host.  June  14-29  —  Passion  Play  & 
Holy  Land,  Mt  Nebo,  Amman.  Galilee.  Jerusalem  & 
Masada.  July  17-Aug.  1  —  Passion  Play  &  Danube 
Capitals.  Salzburg.  Prague,  Budapest.  &  Vienna.  For 
brochure  write  1820  Broadway,  Denver.  CO  80202  or 
call  (303)  839-1493 

PRESERVE  YOUR  OWN  CHURCH’S  HISTORY. 
Publish  it.  Celebrate  its  anniversary.  Free  brochure, 
estimates.  We  also  specialize  in  group  cookbooks  and 
family  histories.  Sanders  Printing.  Box  160-MI. 
Garretson,  SD  57030.  (605  )  594-3427. 

UNITED  METHODIST  TOUR  TO  HAWAII  -  13 
days  air  to  Hawaii  —  transfers  included.  Deluxe 
cruise  for  7  nights  —  2  nights  Honolulu  —  3  nights  San 
Francisco  —  departs  April  19.  Write  for  full  brochure 
—  Davis  Tours,  637  N.E.  3rd  Ave.,  Ft.  Lauderdale. 
Florida  33304. 

WANTED:  ASSISTANT  TO  PASTOR  with  emphasis 

on  youth.  Located  in  growing  Central  Texas.  College 
degree  required,  mature  faith  and  commitment  to 
growth  essential.  Applications  will  be  reviewed 
beginning  2/1/84.  Apply  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Georgetown.  TX  78626. 

FULL  TIME  MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  and  visitation 
for  1.200  member  church  on  historic  St.  Simons 
Island.  GA.  Responsibilities  include  co-ordination  of 
total  youth  program  with  half-time  responsibilities  in 
visitation  of  prospective  members.  An  ordained 
person,  or  someone  working  towards  ordination  is 
desired.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable.  Contact  Mr, 
Sam  Finney.  Staff/Parish  Relations  Chairman.  St. 
Simons  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  1118.  St. 
Simons  Island.  GA.  31522. 

WANTED;  MUSIC/PROGRAM  DIRECTOR. 

Position  includes  conducting  Chancel  Choir  and 
coordinating  Youth.  Bell  and  Chancel  Choirs. 
Involvement  in  planning  coordinating  church 
activities.  Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O.  Box  296.  Sweeney.  TX  77480 

ORGANIST/DIRECTOR  needed  For  more 
information  call  (602  )  753-3301.  St.  John  s  United 
Methodist  Church,  Fifth  and  Spring  Street. 
Kingman.  AZ  86401. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 

growing  downtown  2150  church.  Salary  negotiable. 
Hospitalization  and  retirement  provided.  Buncombe 
Street  United  Methodist  Church.  Drawer  1988, 
Greenville,  S.C.  29602 

MEDITERRANEAN  CRUISE/HOLY  LANDS  - 

departing  LA  and  NYC  July  18.  1984  Greek 
Islands/Israel.  15 days.  Dr.  Gerald  Kauffman.  420  W. 
South  St..  Carlisle.  PA  17013. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  and  FAMILY 
MINISTRIES  wanted  for  4,500  member  church, 
multiple  staff  and  growing  community.  Outstanding 
opportunity  for  trained  person  who  enjoys  working 
with  people  Send  resume  to  Jimmy  Jones.  142  E. 
Jackson  St. .  Orlando.  FL  32801 . 

CHRISTIAN  HERITAGE  TOUR  THROUGH 
EUROPE  —  Italy.  Switzerland.  France.  Germany, 
London.  March  26-April  9.  NYC  departure. 
Personally  escoted  by  UMC  pastor  Earle  Rabb.  9625 
Military  Trail.  Palm  Beach  Gardens.  FL  33410.  Free 
brochure.  ( 
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BEIJING,  China  —  Worshipers  leave  following  Sunday  morning  service  China  have  reopened  —  with  government  assistance  following  the 
at  one  of  two  Protestant  congregations  in  Beijing  (formerly  Peking),  the  Cultural  Revolution, 
capital  city  of  mainland  China.  Observers  say  that  hundreds  of  churches  in 
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Dr.  Graham  sees  hope  in  apocalyptic  warning 


“Approaching  Hoofbeats:  The  Four 
Horsemen  of  the  Apocalypse."  By  Billy 
Graham,  Word  Books,  Waco,  Texas, 
1983,  236pp. 

By  EDWARD  GARTEN 

One  glance  at  the  attractive  cover  on 
Billy  Graham’s  latest  book  will  tell  read¬ 
ers  that  here  is  something  different  from 
the  famous  evangelist’s  pen.  Dr.  Graham 
begins  his  work  by  noting  that  there  is 
something  “ominous  in  the  air,  and  my 
bones  vibrate  with  the  horror  and  the  hope 
of  it.” 

And  thus  begins  a  personal  and  com¬ 
pelling  pilgrimage  to  the  prison  island  of 
Patmos.  “Here  in  the  Revelation  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  his  servant  John,”  explains  Dr. 
Graham,  “is  God’s  plan  to  save  our  frag¬ 
ile  island  home  from  destruction  and  a 
practical,  personal  agenda  for  each  of  us 
to  join  him  in  that  most  urgent  task.”  In 
John’s  vision  of  the  Apocalypse,  Dr. 
Graham  finds  the  warning,  the  hope,  and 
above  all  the  direction  we  all  need. 

In  the  opening  pages  of  this  intriguing 


work,  Dr.  Graham  notes  that  John’s  four 
horsemen  are  already  riding  across  our 
planet.  They  are  ancient  symbols  of  the 
10  modern  terrors  that  pursue  us:  war, 
violence,  economic  chaos,  deception, 
poverty,  unemployment,  hunger, 
disease,  despair,  and  death.  From  Dr. 
Graham’s  perspective,  these  are  God’s 
judgements  against  his  creation  for  dis¬ 
obedience. 

At  a  later  point  in  “Approaching  Hoof¬ 
beats”  we  sense  a  mood  of  hope  when  Dr. 
Graham  suggests  that  God’s  judgment  is 
conditional.  He  contends  that  the  horse¬ 
men  are  riding  to  warn  us  of  the  future 
course  we  are  charting  if  we  stay  our  pre¬ 
sent  paths.  We  can,  he  notes,  do  some¬ 
thing  about  the  fate  of  the  earth  and 
about  our  own  fate. 

The  message  is  all  too  clear:  "If  my 
people  who  are  called  by  my  name  will 
humble  themselves  and  pray  and  seek 
my  face  and  turn  from  their  wicked 
ways,  then  will  I  hear  from  heaven  and 
will  forgive  their  sins  and  heal  their 


land.” 

Implicit  within  Graham’s  tone  of  warn¬ 
ing  and  accompanying  tone  of  hope  is  a 
sense  of  direction.  He  observes  with 
some  forcefulness  that  God’s  judgment  is 
always  correctional,  always  pointing  to 
the  small  and  the  poor  of  the  world,  re¬ 
minding  them  that  they  are  loved,  show¬ 


ing  them  what  they  can  and  must  do  in 
order  to  work  for  redemption  and  renew¬ 
al  of  the  whole  world. 

This  is  clearly  an  evangelical  book, 
nudging  readers  to  make  decisions  and 
commitments.  Unlike  many  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  crop  of  doomsaying  applications  of 
the  book  of  Revelation,  Billy  Graham 
here  completely  avoids  detailed  applica¬ 
tion  of  John’s  message  with  specific  na¬ 


tions  and  world  events.  While  the  biblical 
promise  of  individual  salvation  is  still 
paramount  with  Dr.  Graham  —  as  it  has 
been  throughout  his  long  career  —  he  is 
not  content  to  have  the  saved  watch  the 
world  be  condemned. 

We  are  offered  a  rich  promise,  a 
practical  agenda  to  “save  our  fragile  is¬ 


land  home”  from  me  many  evils  that 
threaten  to  destroy  it.  Like  John  of 
Patmos,  Graham  views  himself  as  an 
evangelist  “whose  one  goal  is  to  pro¬ 
claim  new  life  in  Christ.” 

Dr.  Edward  D.  Garten  is  Director  of 
Libraries  at  Tennessee  Tech  University, 
Cookeville,  and  a  clergyman  in  the  Min¬ 
nesota  Conference  of  the  United  Method 
ist  Church. 


“This  is  clearly  an  evangelical 
book,  nudging  readers  to  make 
decisions  and  commitments.” 


Chinese  attend  church 


Worship  has  ‘element  of  protest’ 


GENEVA,  Switzerland  (RNS)  -  The 
attraction  of  Christian  worship  for  non¬ 
believers  in  China  “is  that  it  is  different 
from  whatever  there  is  in  daily  life  in 
China,”  says  the  evangelism  secretary  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

The  Rev.  Raymond  Fung,  a  Baptist 
minister  from  Hong  Kong,  writes  about 
evangelism  in  China  in  the  January  issue 
of  the  World  Council’s  “Monthly  Letter 
on  Evangelism.” 

“In  a  highly  uniformed  society  and 
totally  authoritarian,  the  only  regular 
corporate  life  experience  different  from 
what  the  state  and  its  apparatus  can  pro¬ 
vide  and  yet  easily  accessible  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  is  the  Christian  church,”  Dr.  Fung 
says. 

He  asserts  that  people  “do  not  come  for 
the  intellectual  strength  of  the  sermons, 
the  sermons  are  generally  long,  smat¬ 
tering  and  moralistic,  given  by  people 
deprived  of  biblical  tools  and  burdened 


with  memories.  Chinese  preachers  would 
be  the  first  to  admit  their  own  inade¬ 
quacy.” 

Liturgically,  Dr.  Fung  says,  “the 
services  are  neither  colorful  nor  drama¬ 
tic  like,  for  example,  those  of  the  Ortho¬ 


dox  tradition,  which  have  proved  so  en¬ 
during  in  Eastern  Europe.  The  structure 
does  not  invite  corporate  participation  of 
those  in  the  pew.” 

ihe  church  in  China  today  “carries  a 
much  stronger  evangelistic  impact” 


History  of  Hymns 


than  it  did  before  the  1949  communist  rev¬ 
olution,  the  WCC  official  says.  “Its  fall 
from  a  self-made  religious  pedestal,  its 
proximity  with  ordinary  people,  indeed, 
becoming  part  of  the  ‘broad  masses,’  is 
basic  to  its  transformation.” 


Hymn  born  of  chance  meeting 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
My  faith  looks  up  to  thee, 
Thou  Lamb  of  Calvary, 
Savior  divine! 

Novy  .hear  me  while  I  pray, 
Take  all  my  guilt  away, 

O  let  me  from  this  day 
Be  wholly  thine! 


On  a  street  in  Boston  in  1831,  Lowell 
Mason,  a  distinguished  musician,  met  a 
young  man  who  had  graduated  from  Yale 
College  the  previous  year. 

In  the  casual  conversation,  Mr.  Mason 
mentioned  that  he  was  compiling  a  hym¬ 
nal,  and  asked  the  young  man  if  he  had 
any  hymns  that  might  be  appropriate.  “I 


Dear  Deborah 

When  are  ‘new  ideas’  irreverent? 


Dear  Deborah: 

What  do  you  think  of  this  idea  of  our 
pastor  having  a  birthday  cake  in  the  cof¬ 
fee  hour  for  Jesus?  “Happy  Birthday 
Jesus.”  Do  you  think  that  a  bit  tacky  or 
irreverent? 

Yours  truly, 

G.M.  D.in  Maryland 

Dear  G.M.D. . 

I  would  call  it  inappropriate.  Such 
an  effort  seems  to  belong  in  the 
nursery  room.  I  can,  however,  un¬ 
derstand  when  a  pastor  becomes 
downright  frustrated  by  the  com¬ 
mercialism  of  Christmas  celebra¬ 
tions  he/she  may  reach  out  for  any 
possible  way  to  remind  us  of  the 
source  and  meaning  of  this  precious 
time  each  year.  Be  a  little  kind ? 

Dear  Deborah: 

I  am  a  pastor  of  a  small  UCC-UMC 
church  on  the  North  Dakota-Montana 
state  line,  as  well  as  a  small  UMC  church 
in  Montana.  Both  are  located  on  an  Inter¬ 
state  highway  and  receive  many  re¬ 
quests  for  help  from  transients. 

What  the  ministers  and  churches  from 


the  two  towns  have  done  is  to  form  a  min¬ 
isterial  association.  We  meet  monthly  for 
fellowship,  study  and  business.  Most  of 
the  business  deals  with  transients.  Here 
is  how  we  do  it:  We  have  an  Association 
Transient  Fund  (one  member  serves  as 
treasurer  for  one  year).  There  are  nine 
churches  and  each  one  puts  in  forty  to 
fifty  dollars  per  year.  We  also  raise 
money  through  a  World  Day  of  Prayer 
service  held  in  each  community.  Last 
spring  we  played  a  Sinners-Saints  bas¬ 
ketball  game  to  raise  needed  funds.  With 
the  money  we  pay  for  a  night’s  lodging, 
give  $10.00  for  gas  and/or  $3.00  for  a 
meal.  We  do  not  give  cash  to  the  tran¬ 
sient  but  we  have  a  voucher  ticket  that 
the  needy  person(s)  take  to  a  local  motel, 
gas  station  or  cafe.  The  business  then 
sends  the  voucher  and  a  statement  to  the 
association. 

In  this  way  we  can  help  those  in  need  to 
the  best  of  our  abilities.  We  try  to  do  this 
with  love  and  concern  of  Christ.  Maybe  a 
plan  like  this  would  help  others.  It  also 
helps  with  fellowship  among  the 
churches  and  ministers. 

Rev.  P.W.  in 

North  Dakota 


Dear  Rev.  P.  W.: 

Thank  you  for  a  great  idea.  Any 
others  out  there ?  I'm  dying  to  know 
who  were  the  Saints  and  who  were 
the  Sinners  .  .  . 


Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Write: 
“Dear  Deborah,”  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas.  Tex.  75222. 


just  may  have,”  Ray  Palmer  said,  and 
pulled  from  his  pocket  a  small  morocco- 
bound  notebook  in  which  he  had  written 
down  poetic  verse  that  came  to  him  in  un¬ 
expected  moments. 

Mr.  Palmer  showed  him  a  poem  he  had 
written  a  year  earlier  which  began, 
“My  faith  looks  up  to  thee.”  Whether  to 
be  kind  to  the  young  man  or  to  indicate 
genuine  interest  is  not  known,  but  Mr. 
Mason  asked  for  a  copy.  The  two  men 
stepped  into  a  store  and,  standing  at  the 
counter,  Mr.  Palmer  copied  off  the  six 
stanzas. 

At  his  home,  Mr.  Mason  read  the  poem 
again,  and  his  interest  increased.  Soon, 
he  had  completed  a  tune  for  the  words, 
which  he  named  “Olivet.” 

Two  or  three  days  later,  the  two  men 
met  again  by  chance  on  a  street  corner. 
Mr.  Mason  enthusiastically  greeted  his 
young  friend  and  exclaimed,  “Mr. 
Palmer,  you  may  live  many  years  and  do 
many  things,  but  I  think  you  will  be  best 
known  to  posterity  as  the  author  of  'My 
faith  looks  up  to  thee.’  ” 


Many  Christian  consciences  ache 
at  supporting  military  machine 


AKRON,  Pa.  —  “Were  you  able  in  1983 
to  find  the  resources  to  support  religious, 
charitable  and  peace  efforts  equal  to  the 
taxes  you  were  required  to  pay  for  the 
military  establishment?"  The  Friends 
Committee  on  National  Legislation  uses 
this  question  to  encourage  people  to 
examine  the  consistency  of  their  peace 
witness  while  filling  out  income  tax 
forms. 

In  1983  current  military  expenditures 
consumed  33  percent  of  federal  appro¬ 
priations,  or  46  percent  if  the  cost  of  past 
wars  (interest  on  the  national  debt  and 
veterans  programs)  is  included. 

While  the  religious  community  in  the 


United  States  has  moved  toward  greater 
support  for  conscientious  objection  to 
paying  taxes  for  military  purposes,  the 
Internal  Revenue  Service  has  beefed  up 
its  efforts  to  penalize  tax  “protests”  of 
all  kinds.  An  estimated  4,700  taxpayers 
were  fined  $500  each  during  the  first 
eight  months  of  1983  for  expressing  their 
religious,  moral  or  political  views  on 
their  income  tax  forms.  Congress 
enacted  this  automatic  $500  fine  as  a  pro¬ 
vision  of  the  Tax  Equity  and  Fiscal  Re¬ 
sponsibility  Act  of  1982.  The  Internal 
Revenue  Service  began  enforcing  the 
penalty  soon  after  its  passage  by  Con¬ 
gress. 
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1984  mission  effort 
descends  on  England 


LONDON  (RNS)  —  When  evangelist 
Billy  Graham  preached  in  early  January 
from  a  silver  pulpit  to  Queen  Elizabeth  II 
and  other  members  of  the  royal  family,  it 
set  the  seal  on  what  is  to  be  a  year  of  un¬ 
precedented  missionary  activity  in  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  Graham  preached  a  powerful  ser¬ 
mon  in  Sandringham  parish  church 
standing  in  the  oak  and  silver  pulpit 
given  by  Rodman  Wanamaker,  the  de¬ 
partment  store  merchandiser,  60  years 
ago. 

The  next  day,  the  evangelist  went  to 
Lambeth  Palace,  home  of  Archbishop 
Robert  Runcie  of  Canterbury  to  meet 
more  than  50  British  church  leaders  to 
discuss  “Mission  England,”  the  largest 
ever  evangelistic  assault  here. 

Mr.  Graham  outlined  his  plans  to 
speak  at  regional  mass  meetings  in  foot¬ 
ball  stadiums  in  Bristol,  Sunderland, 
Norwich,  Birmingham,  Liverpool  and 
Ipswich  between  May  12  and  July  27. 

His  upcoming  visit  is  part  of  Mission 
England’s  three-year  program  of  local 
church  training  and  outreach.  The  mission 
has  a  budget  of  around  $2.2  million, 
which  is  big  spending  for  conservative- 


minded  English  churchmen. 

But  Mission  England  is  only  one  part  of  ^ 
renewed  Christian  outreach  across 
England.  Luis  Palau,  the  Argentine 
evangelist,  will  this  year  complete  his 
mission  to  London  with  two  months  of* 
meetings  at  another  football  ground.  The 
Catholic  Church  is,  meanwhile,  contin¬ 
uing  a  proclamation  of  faith  inspired  by 
the  1982  papal  visit,  when  Pope  John  , 
Paul’s  direct  teaching  had  an  influence, 
far  wider  than  his  own  denomination 

The  United  Reformed  Church  has  an¬ 
nounced  it  is  developing  new  local  evan¬ 
gelistic  programs,  and  the  Salvation 
Army  is  to  be  active  as  part  of  an  interna¬ 
tional  initiative. 

The  Rev.  Gavin  Reid,  national  director 
of  Mission  England,  estimates  that  per-.’’ 
haps  one  quarter  of  the  English  churched 
back  the  Graham  visit.  This  is  an  impres¬ 
sive  statistic  in  the  English  church  scene  * 

Mr.  Palau  asserts  that  1,000  congrega-  * 
tions  in  Greater  London  have  already 
supported  his  mission,  begun  last  fall, 
and  he  is  aiming  to  double  this  figure.  He 
regards  the  London  mission  as  the  most 
strategic  and  the  most  important  in  his1. 
16-year  crusade  ministry. 


Super  Bowl  studied; 
violent  sports  6 not  OK 


CHAMPAIGN,  Ill.  (RNS)  -  The  Wash¬ 
ington  Redskins  weren’t  the  only  ones 
harmed  by  the  Super  Bowl  this  year, 
says  the  National  Coalition  on  Television 
Violence. 

Dr.  Thomas  Radecki,  a  psychiatrist  at 
the  University  of  Illinois  and  chairman  of 
the  coalition,  says  the  promotion  of  vio¬ 
lence  at  the  Super  Bowl  by  sports  com¬ 
mentators  harmed  the  viewers. 

He  notes  that  The  Associated  Press 
stressed  the  Los  Angeles  Raiders’  repu¬ 
tation  for  playing  “dirty,”  while  The 
New  York  Times  quoted  Raiders  man¬ 
ager  A1  Davis  as  saying,  “We  like  to  get 
in  a  street  fight.” 

“No  condemnation  of  this  violence  has 
been  evident,”  Dr.  Radecki  says.  “In¬ 
stead  Super  Bowl  heroes  from  both 
teams  are  quoted  as  liking  to  intimidate 
the  other  team.” 

Of  48  studies  of  violent  sports,  the  coali¬ 
tion  says,  45  found  harmful  effects  on  the 
average  participant  and  viewer.  At  the 
same  time,  the  coalition  reports  that  non¬ 
violent  sports  had  a  less  harmful  effect, 
and  one  study  even  found  that  tennis 
team  players  were  less  prone  to  violence 
than  non-athletes. 

Research  by  Dr.  Jennings  Bryant  of 
the  University  of  Evansville  and  Dr.  Dolf 
Zillman  of  Indiana  University  found  that 
commentary  emphasizing  conflict  be¬ 
tween  players  on  NHL  and  NFL  network 
broadcasts  increased  by  100  percent 


from  1976  to  1982.  More  camera  coverage , 
went  to  injured  players  or  to  players  who-, 
had  just  made  “vicious  tackles”  than  to-, 
players  who  had  just  “executed  a  spec-", 
tacular  play,”  the  researchers  reported-, 
in  their  1983  book,  “Sports  Violence.  ” 

Dr.  Radecki  warns  that  “because 
sports  violence  is  constantly  promoted,  . 
few  people  are  aware  of  its  harmful  ef¬ 
fects  and  most  people  even  think  it’s  good 
for  getting  out  aggression."  Yet  Prof. 
Gordon  W.  Russell  of  Canada’s  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Lethbridge  in  Alberta,  says  re^ 

“Because  sports 
violence  is  constantly 
promoted,  few  people 
are  aware  of  its  harm¬ 
ful  effects.” 

search  indicates  that  "aggressive  sports 
have  no  significant  catharsis  effect.” 

The  coalition  is  calling  for  a  ban  on 
televised  boxing,  “since  it  incites  immi¬ 
nent  violence,”  and  notes  that  the  World 
Medical  Association  has  called  for  hf 
world  ban  on  boxing. 

More  than  90  percent  of  research 
sfudies  on  violent  sports  have  found 
harmful  effects  and  no  study  has  found  ’ 
that  viewing  violent  sports  decreases-, 
anger  or  violence,  the  coalition  says. 


Sign  catches  eyes 

MADISON,  S.D.  —  Church  signs  do  not  always  draw  attention,  but  this 
one  at  the  United  Methodist  Church  of  Madison,  S.D.  not  only  caught  the  eye 
of  the  local  paper,  but  of  many  a  passerby  as  well. 

DAKOTAS  EDITION.  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER  PHOTO 


UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


JtRRY  M  WICKRE  PAST'fl 

YOU  ARE  A  CHILD 
DF 


Couples  Of  The  Bible 

Here  is  a  listing  of  some  of  the  husband-wife  couples  of  the  Bible.  It  is 
not  an  exhaustive  list.  Match  the  couple  by  drawing  a  line  from  the  name 
of  the  wife  to  the  name  of  the  husband. 


1.  ABRAHAM 

a. 

RACHEL 

2.  HOSEA 

b. 

HERODIAS 

3.  PHILIP 

c. 

MARY 

4.  ANANIAS 

d. 

ESTHER 

5.  AHAB 

e. 

SARAH 

6.  MOSES 

f. 

PRISCILLA 

7.  BOAZ 

g- 

SAPPHIRA 

8.  ISAAC 

h. 

RUTH 

9.  ELKANAH 

i. 

ELIZABETH 

10.  AQUILA 

j- 

EVE 

11.  AHASUERUS 

k. 

COMER 

12.  DAVID 

1. 

ZIPPORAH 

13.  JACOB 

m. 

JEZEBEL 

14.  ZECHARIAH 

n. 

BATHSHEBA 

15.  JOSEPH 

0. 

REBECCA 

16.  CHUZA 

P- 

HANNAH 

17.  ADAM 

q- 

JOANNA 

Answers : 

MaqiieiM  —  D  SI  *S:i  aWI  —  i  n 
januiBS  II  —  U  2i  ‘a-STZ  Jaqisg 
‘T9TZ  sisauao  — o  8  -SUminH  — 

iUS  SPV  -  ST  !g:n  Maq WW  - 


ITSisauao—  fa  b’9I  :sz-8UI 

■  9ZGZ  sisauao  —  egi  :  (LZ  asjaA  Xnepadsa)  ‘n 
—  p  it  1 6-1 : 81  SPV— T0I  ‘61 : T  pnuiBSi  —  d  6 
M  L  -ZtlZ-Z  snpoxg  -  T9  '9-\  :\z  sSuig  i  -  uiq 
q  g  E-Z : I  easoH  —  M  3-S:2l  sisauao  —  ai 
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Methodist  Children’s  Home  News 


What  Are  You  Telling  Your  Spouse 
When  You  Write  Your  Will? 

:•  ...  that  you  want  her/him  to  have  the  greatest  possible  part  of  your  estate. 

:•  ...  that  items  such  as  household  furnishings,  the  car  and  other  personal 
$  property  will  go  to  her/him. 

i  ...  that  you  have  elected  to  make  it  as  easy  as  possible  for  him/her  to  •: 
if  manage  the  family  affairs.  if: 

if  ...  that  you  do  not  wish  for  her/him  to  have  to  plead  with  the  Probate  Court.  f:f 
if  ...  that  you  are  confident  of  her/his  ability  to  handle  the  children’s  share  of  ;if 
the  estate .  .  .  that  you  are  sure  of  his/her  ability  to  act  as  guardian, 
f:  ...  that  she/he  may  determine  the  time  at  which  the  children’s  shares  of  the  if 
estate  goes  to  them  rather  than  an  arbitrary  age  established  by  the  state.  :ff 
fi  ...  that  you  trust  your  spouse  to  the  extent  that  you  declare  it  unnecessary  :fi 
fi  for  her/him  to  be  bonded  in  order  to  serve  as  administrator  of  your  :fi 

fi  estate.  fi 

fi  ...  that  you  believe  your  spouse  knows  enough  about  business  affairs  that  ;fi 
ji  she/he  can  transact  business  without  seeking  the  approval  of  a  bonding  >f 

if  company  or  the  court.  ;if 

if  .  .  .  that  you  want  the  least  amount  of  estate  tax  to  be  deducted  so  that  as  fif 
much  as  possible  of  the  estate  can  go  to  your  spouse  and  the  children .  if 

if  ...  that  you  are  arranging  so  the  administrative  costs  to  the  estate  will  be  :fi 
if  minimal.  :fi 

if  ...  that  you  wish  to  avoid  as  much  difficulty  and  confusion  as  possible.  :fi 

ff  ...  that  it  is  now  unnecessary  for  the  Louisiana  laws  of  descent  and  :fi 
if  distribution  of  your  estate  to  have  any  control  over  plans  that  have  been  $ 

fi  made  in  the  best  interest  of  your  family.  iff 


- Thanks  For  The  Encyclopedias - 

Our  recent  appeal  for  reference  books  to  be  used  in  the  children’s  residences  was  a 
complete  success.  We  received  enough  volumes  for  each  house  to  have  a  complete  set. 
In  addition  we  have  an  extra  set  to  be  used  in  the  campus  school. 

Reference  books  are  used  quite  often  by  students  in  preparing  school  reports,  as 
well  as  for  educational  leisure  reading.  Up  until  now  some  of  our  houses  were  using 
books  that  dated  well  before  1960.  This  made  the  books  useless  for  use  in  recent 
political,  as  well  as  scientific  and  techno-logical  developments. 

Perhaps  the  most  heartwarming  response  to  the  encyclopedia  appeal  was  from  a 
retired  school  librarian  from  a  small  North  Louisiana  community.  She  sent  a  small 
contribution  and  pledged  others  in  the  future.  She  said,  “I  want  to  do  what  I  can  to 
help  since  I  know  how  important  these  books  will  be  for  the  education  of  the  children 
and  youth  in  your  program.”  We  are  glad  that  this  friend,  along  with  others  of  you, 
saw  this  need  and  responded  so  generously. 


Long  Range  Financial  Management 

'  Endowments,  trusts.and  bequests  can  be  established  to  serve  a  donor’s  broad  and 
specific  interest  in  the  total  program  of  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home.  The 
fcoard  of  Directors  of  the  Home  is  authorized  to  administer  these  financial  arrange¬ 
ments  in  accord  with  the  wishes  of  the  donor. 

«  The  Board  of  Directors  maintains  an  ongoing  investment  committee  for  the  purpose 
of  seeing  that  all  such  gifts  receive  a  maximum  return  on  their  investment.  Through 
the  wise  planning  and  generosity  of  donors,  the  needs  of  boys  and  girls  will  be  met  for 
years  to  come. 


Honorarium 


ALLEN,  Miss  Dorothy  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

F.  A.  Earle 

CAMPBELL,  Thelma  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Johnny  James 

DARLING,  David  and  Nancy  —  Randy 
L.  Ewing 

FILES,  W.  D.,  Jr.  -  Charles  B.  Bice 
GAUNT,  Mr.  Joe  -  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Oscar  F.  Maxfield 

GINN,  Rev.  DeWitt  —  Barbara  and 
Joaquin  Garcia 

HOWARD,  Angela  and  Mike  —  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Eskel  L.  Tatum 
HUMPHREY,  Rev.  and  Mrs.,  and 
family  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charlie  F. 
Powell. 

JESTER,  Mrs.  Anna  —  Adult  Sunday 
School  Class 

JORDAN,  Troy  and  Sharon  —  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Eskel  L.  Tatum 
JOYNER,  Rev.  Lea  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
H.  Fitch 

KEY,  Joe  G.  —  Jonesboro  UM  Men’s 
Gub 

LANGHORNE,  Elijah  Michael  — 
Ladies  Sunday  School  Class 


LOFTON,  Mrs.  Effie  —  UMW,  c/o  Mrs. 
Clyde  Ratcliff 

MCDONALD,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  H.  - 
Mrs.  Mildred  Crum  and  family 
McGEHEE,  L.  D.  —  Patricia  M.  Lann 
McGUIRE,  Doug  and  Mabel  — 
Barbara  and  Joaquin  Garcia 
MERRILL,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Merlin  — 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Love,  Jr. 

NELSON,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waller  —  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Doyle  Moore 
O’DELL,  Larry  family  —  Barbara  and 
Joaquin  Garcia 

PARDUE,  Tom  —  Men’s  Bible  Class 
PAXTON,  Mrs.  W.  W.  (Julia)  —  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  C.  W.  Stokes 
PERKINS,  Mrs.  Dorcas  —  Florence 
Reynolds  Sunday  School  Class 
PLEDGER,  Dr.  W.  F.  -  Keithville 
UMC 

SMITH,  Mrs.  Clodell  -  UMW,  c/o  Mrs. 
Clyde  Ratcliff 

TATUM,  Karen  and  Marcy  —  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Eskel  L.  Tatum 
THOMPSON,  Deen  Family  —  Barbara 
and  Joaquin  Garcia 


Smurfs  Win  Contest 


A  yard  full  of  smurfs  won  the  1983  MCH  Christmas  Decoration  Contest.  Vaughan 
House  took  first  place  overall  in  the  annual  competition.  The  boys  of  Vaughan  won  a 
weekend  at  the  Holidome  in  Monroe,  compliments  of  Mr.  Ed  Rutledge. 


Want  To  Do  Something  Extra  Special? 

Remember  Our  Children  In  Your  Will  or  Trust 


You  can  multiply  and  extend  your  love 
for  today’s  and  tomorrow’s  hurt  boys  and 
girls  by  making  a  bequest  in  your  will  or 
by  making  a  special  trust-like  gift  during 
your  lifetime  to  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home.  A  bequest  or  trust 
could  earn  enough  annual  income  to  help 
underwrite  many  needs,  for  example: 

A  bequest  or  trust  of  $25  could  earn 
enough  income  to  feed  a  child  for  a 
day. 

A  bequest  or  a  trust  of  $75  could  provide 
enough  income  to  buy  a  special  gift 
for  a  girl  or  a  boy  at  Christmas  or  on 
their  birthday. 

A  bequest  or  a  trust  of  $100  could  provide 
enough  income  for  the  purchase  of  a 
pair  of  pants  or  a  dress. 

A  bequest  or  a  trust  of  $200  could  provide 
enough  income  annually  to  pay  for  the 
cost  of  “keeping  a  roof”  over  a  child’s 
head  for  a  month. 

A  bequest  or  a  trust  of  $500  could  provide 
enough  income  to  help  a  child  with  his 
own  Church  activities  and  giving  for 
most  of  a  year. 

A  bequest  or  a  trust  of  $1,000  could 
produce  enough  income  annually  to 
pay  the  normal  doctor  or  dental  bills 
for  a  year  for  a  child. 

A  bequest  or  a  trust  of  $2,000  could 
produce  enough  income  to  offset  the 
average  cost  of  remedial  education 
needs  of  a  child  for  a  year. 

A  bequest  or  a  trust  of  $5,000  could  earn 


enough  annually  to  pay  for  the  major 
expenses  of  lighting,  heating,  and 
cooking  in  one  of  our  houses  for  a 
year. 

A  bequest  or  a  trust  of  $10,000  could  earn 
enough  annually  to  underwrite  the 
cost  of  providing  the  quality  margin  in 
substitute  parents  for  a  year. 

A  bequest  or  a  trust  of  $20,000  could  earn 
enough  annually  to  underwrite  the 
basic  costs  of  food,  clothing,  and 
shelter  for  a  boy  or  girl  for  one  year. 

A  bequest  or  a  trust  of  $100,000  could  earn 
enough  yearly  to  underwrite  the  basic 
costs  of  food,  clothing,  and  shelter  for 
four  boys  or  girls  each  year. 

A  bequest  or  a  trust  of  $250,000  could  earn 
enough  annually  to  underwrite  the 
basic  costs  of  food,  clothing,  and 
shelter  for  ten  boys  or  girls  each  year. 
A  bequest  or  a  trust  of  $500,000  eould  earn 
enough  annually  to  underwrite  the 
basic  costs  of  food,  clothing  and 
shelter  for  twenty  boys  and  girls  each 
year. 

These  are  but  a  few  examples.  There 
are  many  bequests  and  trust-like  oppor¬ 
tunities  that  will  help  boys  and  girls  in 
the  future.  Bequests  and  trusts  can  be 
memorials,  or  unnamed  or  unrestricted 
to  help  all  aspects  of  our  programs. 
Contact  your  own  legal  advisor  or  writel 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  for  more 
information  as  to  how  you  can  provide 
hope  for  years  to  come. 


Garden  Benefits  Children 

Mr.  O.  R.  Westbrook  of  Bernice  recently  surprised  us  with  a  check  for  $1,000.  This 
money  represented  the  profits  from  a  vegetable  garden  that  he  raised  for  the  benefit 
of  Methodist  Children’s  Home  this  past  summer. 

Mr.  Westbrook  was  quick  to  give  credit  to  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Eugene  Pearson  whose  land 
he  used  for  the  garden.  According  to  Mr.  Westbrook,  the  Pearsons  furnished  the  land 
rent  free  when  they  discovered  the  purpose  of  the  garden. 

To  Mr.  Westbrook  and  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Pearson  we  say  ‘‘Thank  You  for  your  generous 
expression  of  caring  for  our  boys  and  girls.  Friends  like  you  make  our  work  more 
meaningful." 
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ADAMS,  A.  A.  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  A. 
Berry 

AMBROSE,  Mattie  Catherine  —  Doris 
Leachman;  Mrs.  Helen  H.  Patterson 
(Mrs.  J.M.) 

ANDERSON,  Mrs.  Jane  —  Mrs. 
Garrett  H.  Walsh 

ARMSTRONG,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Sr.  -  Mrs. 
Sophia  S.  Cook;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Jones 

ATKINS,  Mrs.  Bonnie  S.  —  Mrs. 

Alibelle  R.  Goocher 
BADGETT,  Marshall  -  Corbin  UMC 
BAILEY,  Myron  B.  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Collins  Thomas 

BAKER,  Mrs.  Clara  —  Mrs.  Glenda 
Bougeois;  S.  O.  Capps;  Mrs.  D.  C. 
Shaw  and  family ;  Tullos  UMC 
BARNETTE,  Judge  Chris  —  Mrs.  Chris 
Barnette 

BAUGHMAN,  Joe  Henry  -  George  T. 
Anding;  Cleo  T.  Aulds;  Sharon  and 
Robert  Britt;  John  Miller  and 
Johnny  Muckleroy,  Jr.;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Walter  Roach;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jimmy  Scott;  Rep.  Loy  F.  Weaver 
BAYS,  Rosemonde  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jett 

C.  Arthur,  Jr. 

BICKMAN,  H.  M.,  Sr.  —  Mrs.  Mamie  V. 
Rose 

BINGHAM,  Mrs.  Jessie  —  Muriel  B. 
Bundrick 

BOLTON,  James  Hilton  —  Mrs.  Grace 
A.  Taylor  and  Judy  T.  Bridges;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Keith  White 
BONNETTE,  Hector  D.  —  Mrs.  Arlie 
M.  Musselwhite 

BORDNER,  Barbara  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
R.  A.  Berry 

BOWLING,  Jerome,  Jr.  —  Mrs.  Hilda 

D.  Barnes 

BROWN,  E.  D.  -  Hazel  B.  Corley 
BRUMLEY,  Roy  —  Mrs.  Leron 
Waldrip;  Drs.  Jimmie  and  Linda 
Gilbert;  Mrs.  Cleo  W.  McConathy 
BRYAN,  Don  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lavelle 
Brown  and  Girls,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ermon  B.  McConathy 
BRYANT,  Randall  —  George  K.  Anding 
BUHLS,  Oliver  L.  —  Simsboro  UMC; 

Clyde  and  Wilma  Lann 
BURGESS,  Margaret  —  Beacon  Light 
Sunday  School  Class 
BURNS,  Morgan  —  Audrey  and  John 
Mulloy  ( mother  and  son) 

CAIN,  Yvon  —  Gladys  and  O.  O. 
Ferguson 

CAMPBELL.  Jack  S.  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 


Johnny  James 

CAREY,  Harvey  L.  -  ARK  LA  TEX 
Gun  Collectors  Association,  Attn. 
Patsy  DeWitt,  Sec.-Treas. 
CHANDLER,  Elinor  Washburn  —  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  R.  F.  Burks,  Jr.  and  Connie 
CLAIR,  Mike  —  Mrs.  George  Files 
CLAWSON,  Claudia  —  Muriel  B. 
Bundrick;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caldwin  L. 
Cranor;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hardy  W. 
Fox;  Mrs.  Thurston  Johnson; 
Methodist  Men’s  Bible  Class 
COLBERT,  Richard  —  Mrs.  Kathryn  S. 
Vickers 

CONNAUGHTON,  Mrs.  Clyde  A.  - 
Mrs.  Chris  Barnette;  A.  L.  and 
Sarah  Williams 

CONWAY,  Minnie  —  Mrs.  Thelma 
Block 

COOK,  Robert  E„  Sr.  -  J.  B.  Holstead 
and  family 

COOKSEY,  Ted  H.  -  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  T.  Porter 

COOPER,  Mr.  Joseph  R.  —  Mrs. 
Rachel  D.  Cooper 

COOPER,  Mary  -  Mrs.  Pattie  F. 
Hudson 

COUVILLION,  Ralph  -  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ernest  Campbell;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B. 

G.  Romain;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  M. 
Russell;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter 
Vernon 

COWAND,  Mrs.  Inga  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

E.  F.  Metz 

COX,  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Hayden  —  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kenneth  Brodie 
CROOM,  Robert  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  Cockerham;  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Paul  M.  Davis,  Jr.;  Mrs.  Alvin 
Goodwin,  Sr.;  Jack  and  Irene 
Hannibal;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Floyd  B. 
James;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  D. 
Price;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Warren 
CURTIS,  Mrs.  Jane  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

William  Oglesby,  Jr. 

DAVIS,  Colleen  —  Mrs.  A.  E.  Spence 
DAVIS,  C.  K.  —  Donnis  and  Deloris 
Hines 

DAVIS,  Dr.  F.  H.  Davis,  Jr.  —  Drs. 

George  and  Ethel  Smith 
DAVIS,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Mae  Davis  —  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  T.  Velle  Perryman 
DAVIS,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  —  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  George  A.  Davis 
DEAN,  Mrs.  E.  B._  Mrs.  H.  B.  Wiggers 
DEAN,  Mrs.  Rufus  —  The  Jim  Colvin 
Family 

DODD,  Mr.  Clisto  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Moore,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman 


Tyson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Sexton, 
Mr.  Melton  Powell,  Mrs.  Mamie 
Brittain,  Mrs.  Esther  McKnight,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Eddie  Kirkland,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  M.  D.  Dodd,  Mrs.  Eva  Parker, 
Mrs.  Velma  Mitchell,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  M.  Moore 

DUNNAM,  J.  A.,  Sr.  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wade  H.  Pope 

DURR,  Leo  V.  —  Lyle  Walker 
FARROW,  Forrest  —  Bob  and  Martha 
Palmer  (Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert) 
FRANKLIN,  Mettie  —  Holly  Grove 
UMC  and  Sunday  School  Class; 
Gladys  and  O.  O.  Ferguson; 
Robeline  UMC 

FRANKS,  Mrs.  Velma  —  Mrs.  Dean 
Casey  Welsh 

GARLAND,  Oliver  A.  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Harp 

GATES,  R.  F.  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  T. 
Porter 

GIBSON,  Mrs.  A.  D.  —  Mrs.  Mamie  V. 
Rose 

GIDDENS,  Ernestine  Harrison  — 
Everette  Nelms 

GILLUS,  J.  D.  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins 
Thomas 

GLADNEY,  Lyman  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lucius  McGehee 

GODFREY,  John  Edward  -  Mrs. 
Mary  Gish  Harvey 

GODMAN,  Birdie  Pharis  —  Mrs.  Erie 
B.  Fletcher 

GRAY,  T.  T.  -  Cleo  T.  Aulds 
GRIFFIN,  Mrs.  Gussie  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

H.  M.  Parnell 

GUNTER,  Mrs.  Edna  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  M.  Bouanchaud;  Mrs.  E.  R. 
McDonald;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  H. 
Ratcliff;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  Ward 
HARPER,  Mrs.  Thalia  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  Cockerham 

HARRIS,  Abe,  Sr.  —  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  D.  Carey;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
A.  Jones 

HARRISON,  James  —  Mrs.  Leron 
Waldrip 

HAYNES,  Homer  L.  -  Mrs.  H.  L. 
Haynes 

HEATH,  Gail  Rogge  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ted  Stewart 

HEBERT,  James  O.  -  Ms.  Florence  T. 

McKinnon ;  Miss  Inez  Wansley 
HEBERT,  Mrs.  Lily  -  Mrs.  J.  D. 
Cannon 

HENNING,  Mrs.  J.  T.  -  A1  M.  and 
Louise  Cobb 

HELMES,  Mrs.  Bessie  W.  —  Bayou 


Chicot  UMC 

HETHCOX,  A.  L.  -  Mrs.  A.  L.  Hethcox 
and  family 

HILL,  Mrs.  W.  W.  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G. 
W.  Hill 

HOFFPAUIR.  Mark  —  Ms.  Samar 
Simon 

HOLMAN,  Corley  and  Ruth  -  The 
Lester  Bearden  family 
HUGHES,  Fred  O.  —  Bessie  and 
Bernice  Colman 

IDOM,  Harmon  —  Mrs.  Mamie  V.  Rose 
INGRAM,  Mrs.  Florence  —  Mrs.  Lessie 
T.  Rogers 

JAMES,  Mrs.  Bertie  —  Gladys  and  O. 
O.  Ferguson 

JOHNSON,  Mrs.  Mary  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Doyle  O.  Moore 

JOHNSON,  R.  N.  —  Donnis  and  Deloris 
Hines 

JONES,  Wallace  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  F. 
Metz 

KAY,  T.  R.  —  Mrs.  Barbara  Kay 
KEMP,  James  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Oglesby,  Jr. 

KENDALL,  J.  B.  (Buddy)  —  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lucius  D.  McGehee 
KING,  Mrs.  —  David  T.  King 
KIRKPATRICK,  Alvis  —  Mrs.  Loma 
Wright 

KISS,  Carolyn  —  Mrs.  Wanda  Thom 

LANCASTER,  Mrs.  E.  H.,  Sr.  -  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  Collins  Thomas 
LAWLER,  Miss  Adele  —  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Spurgeon  M.  Wings 

LEE,  Cecil  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  F. 
Welsh 

LIEHR,  Julia  —  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Donald 
W.  Gatis 

LITTLEPAGE,  D.  C.  “Kelly”  -  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  D.  E.  Lamb 

McCLINTON,  Mrs.  Dora  Rogers  — 
Young  Adult  Sunday  School  Class 
McCLURE,  Hazel  —  Howard  and 
Mildred  Morrison 

MCDONALD,  Phil  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phil 
Collins;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Otis  Welch 
McGINNIS,  Thomas  L.  —  Mrs.  Thomas 
L.  McGinnis 

McKINNEY,  Carter  —  Miss  Mary  C. 

Fenet;  Charles  Phillips 
McLEMORE,  Mrs.  J.  W.  -  Mrs.  J.  L. 
Dailey,  Sr.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  E. 
Godfrey;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edgar  S. 
Lowry 

MALCOLM,  G.  C.  Sr.  -  Marth  Wansley 
MANLEY,  Mr.  Acklee  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  Oglesby,  Jr. 


MARTIN,  Matt  —  A.  L.  and  Sarah 
Williams 

MASON,  Mrs.  Bessie  Bonner  —  The 
Jim  Colvin  family;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R. 
M.  Kirkham 

MAXWELL,  Adam  —  Louis  and  Marie 
Shipp 

MEANS,  Harry  P.  -  Wood  Pallet,  Inc. 
MINARD,  Mrs.  Judy  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Donald  Greer 

MILLER,  Mrs.  Mable  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ward  Edwards,  Mrs.  Hazel  Stalsby, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lester  Price  and 
family 

MILLER.  Welch  -  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  Cockerham 

MOORING,  Pauline  —  Auis  and  Floyd 
Volentine  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.O.) 

MOSS,  Connie  —  Ms.  Samar  Simon 
NAHM,  Mrs.  Jane  —  A.  L.  and  Sarah 
Williams 

NALLEY,  Earl  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lauelle 
Brown  and  Girls;  W.  Jackson 
Emmons;  Drs.  Jimmie  and  Linda 
Gilbert;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  O.  Hearne 
NALLEY,  Earl  —  Maridene  Hearne; 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keith  Yeager 
NICHOLS,  Mr.  Harry  -  Mrs.  Billie 
Nelson 

ODEN,  Jeff  Ray  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

William  Oglesby,  Jr. 

POMEROY,  Rev.  George  W.  —  Mrs. 

Annie  Lee  Johnston 
POWELL,  Nelson  -  D.  L.  Trussell 
QUINN,  Dolores  King  —  ARK  LA  TEX 
Gun  Collectors  Association 
RENO,  Harry  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  M. 
Parnell 

ROBERTSON,  Mrs.  Costa  -  Ball  UMC 
RECORD,  Mrs.  Anna  Day  —  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Phares;  Kathryn  D. 
Roddy 

ROGERS,  Mrs.  Ida  -  Ms.  Betty  L. 
Griffen 

SACKS,  Dr.  H.  J.  -  Mrs.  Ursula  E. 
Panula 

SAMS,  Mrs.  Willie  Maddox  —  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wilbert  N.  Graves 
SANDERS.  James  Michael  —  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  R.  F.  Burks,  Jr.;  Roy  and 
Charleen  Gage 

SATTERLY  CLASS,  Deceased 
members  of  —  Mrs.  F.  W.  Voelcker 
SCHEXNAYDER,  Infant  Meghan  - 
Krotz  Springs  UMC 

SCRUGGS,  Gladys  H.  -  Everette 
Nelms 

SHAUGHNESSY,  Mrs.  Ida  -  Mrs.  Joe 
A.  Price 


SHERWIN,  Mrs.  Albert  —  Kate  A. 
Gates 

SHORT,  David  Orvis  —  Mrs.  Loma 
Wright 

SIMMONS,  Mrs.  Lula  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  H.  Murphy 

SMITH,  Mrs.  Lula  —  Mrs.  Guy 
Fletcher 

SMITHWICK,  Mrs.  J.  K.  -  Mrs.  Chris 
Barnette 

SPIVA,  Mrs.  Cora  —  Mrs.  Valine  Hart 
Brown 

STANDLEY,  Susan  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Donald  Greer 

STIRLING,  Mrs.  Aline  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.  F.  Metz 

STOMA,  Infant  Nicolle  —  Cathleen  B. 
Berry 

STRICKLAND,  Clifford  S.  -  Mrs. 
Mary  P.  Ivey 

STUCKEY,  Agnes  O.  -  J.  H.  Gladys 
Frasier  and  John  W.  Capps;  The 
Gospel,  Inc.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Sharp;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keith  Yeager 
TERZIA,  Mrs.  Totsy  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Donald  Greer 

THOMPSON,  Mrs.  Margaret  E.  —  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  Ted  Stewart 
TILLOTSON,  Mabel  —  Winnie  and 
Caroline  Tillotson 

TOWNSEND,  William  Lloyd  —  A.  L. 
and  Sarah  Williams,  Mrs.  Charles  P. 
Johnson;  Bill  Townsend 
TRUSSELL,  Mrs.  Ivy  —  D.  L.  Trussell 
TURNER,  Mrs.  Annie  Laurie  —  A.  L. 
and  Sarah  Williams 

TURNER,  W.  C.  —  Florence  T. 
McKinnon 

WAITES,  J.  Ralph  -  V.  P.  and  Gyl 
Dalrymple 

WATTS,  Mrs.  Minnie  Mae  —  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  R.  Hays 

WHITE,  Blain  D.  —  Mrs.  Marie 
Shepard 

WHITE,  Mrs.  Lottie  P.  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  P.  Madison;  Larry  and 
Margie  Spier 

WHITTEN,  Oliver  -  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Billy  R.  Costello 

WILEY,  Leland  —  Joy  Parker  and 
family 

WILLIAMS,  Mrs.  Veta  D.  -  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Phares 

WILSON,  Troy  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  N. 
Graves 

WRIGHT,  Earl  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  W. 
James,  Jr. 

WRIGHT,  Oram  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jim 
Courtney  and  family 
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New  Film  Portrays  UM 
Church  Alive  In  The  World 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  A  30- 
jninute  film  which  celebrates  the  work  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  today’s 
society  is  being  produced  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  as  part  of  the 
church’s  bicentennial  festivities. 

Scheduled  for  release  in  April  1984, 
“From  the  Word  Go,’’  will  be  hosted  by 
Alex  Haley,  noted  historian  and  author  of 
Roots.  Producer  Don  Hughes  of  United 
Methodist  Communications  said  Mr. 
Haley,  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  was  chosen 
because  of  “his  keen  interest  in 
Methodism  and  his  ability  to  view  the 
church  in  its  historical  context." 

“From  the  Word  Go,”  written  by 
Meredith  Underwood  and  directed  by 
Fred  Rowles,  employs  contemporary 
visual  techniques  with  a  news  magazine 
format  to  portray  the  life  of  the  church.  A 
short  historical  account  of  the  church’s 


ministry,  which  features  clay  figures, 
will  take  six  weeks  to  shoot  for  the  four- 
minute  segment,  Mr.  Hughes  said. 

“The  film  has  a  theme,  but  not  just  one 
story,”  said  Mr.  Hughes.  “The  theme  is 
the  church  alive  in  the  world,”  he  added. 
“It’s  designed  to  make  United 
Methodists  feel  good  about  the  church, 
but  it  is  realistic  in  its  view  of  the  success 
and  failures. 

“What  it  says  is  that  our  commitment  to 
a  strong  presence  in  society  has  long 
been  a  part  of  our  heritage  as  United 
Methodists,”  he  added. 

Mr.  Hughes  said  the  film’s  interviews, 
animation  and  sound-track  are  all 
designed  to  appeal  to  United  Methodists 
of  all  ilks.  He  said  he  hopes  that 
individual  churches  and  annual 
conferences  will  buy  or  lease  the  film  for 
use  in  church  circles  and  on  local  and 
regional  cable  television  stations. 


Conference  Leadership 
Workshop  Held 
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The  UMW  leadership  team,  shown  above  left  to  right  are:  Mrs.  Fran  Hall,  Ms. 
Andris  Salter,  Mrs.  Wilma  Meier.  Mrs.  Lillian  Sloan  and  Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon. 


A  Conference  Leadership  Workshop 
was  held  for  the  United  Methodist 
Women  Executive  Committee  at  Toro 
Hills  Motel.  Chairing  this  event  were 
Janelle  McCammon  of  Lafayette  and 
Fran  Hall  of  Baton  Rouge. 
Approximately  thirty-five  women  from 
all  across  the  Conference  were  in 
attendance  for  the  three-day  workshop. 
The  leadership  team  was  comprised  of 
Ms.  Andris  Salter,  Mrs.  Wilma  Meier  and 
Mrs.  Lillian  Sloan.  Ms.  Salter  is  the 


Officers  and  members  of  Wesley’s  United  Methodist  Women  are  shown  at  the 
chancel  during  the  UMW  Sunday  observance.  The  inset  shows  the  banner  displaying 
the  UMW  theme  “Called  to  Grow.” 

Women  of  Wesley  UM  Church 
(B.R.)  Honored  on  UMW  Day 


By  LANA  P.  LATHAN 

Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  celebrated  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Day  on  January  22, 
1984  during  its  11:00  a.m.  morning 
worship. 

This  annual  celebration  was  organized 
as  a  recognition  of  the  work  of  the  women 
of  Wesley  Church  —  past  and  present. 
Wesley  is  a  family  church,  showing  its 
connectional  aspects  down  through  the 
generations.  The  importance  of  the  work 
of  these  women  was  emphasized  with  a 
beautiful  display  of  pictures  and 
memoirs  honoring  Wesley  women  who 
helped  to  lay  the  foundation  of  today’s 
United  Methodist  Women’s  group. 

UMW  President,  Ms.  Rita  Parham, 
encouraged  an  increase  in  membership 


:  and  participation  with  women’s  work  in 
the  church.  Ms.  V.  T.  Jones,  Vice- 
President  and  Program  Coordinator,  led 
the  congregation  in  the  reading  of  a 
Litany  of  Celebration.  Ms.  Donna 
Washington  prepared  banners  depicting 
this  year’s  theme,  “Called  To  Grow.” 
These  banners  were  later  hung  in  the 
church  sanctuary  as  a  part  of  the 
continuing  celebration. 

The  congregation  enjoyed  viewing  the 
display  of  banners,  pictures  and  other 
memoirs  of  the  work  of  Wesley  women 
down  through  the  generations.  The  work 
of  the  Methodist  Church  will  celebrate  its 
100th  anniversary.  Wesley  women  will 
celebrate  their  115th  year  of  recorded 
church  work. 

Rev.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.  is  the  pastor  of 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church. 


A  New  Voice  In  The  Council  Office 


Women’s  Division  staff  person  from 
Evanston,  Illinois  and  was  the 
coordinator  of  the  group.  Mrs.  Meier  of 
Newton,  Kansas  and  Mrs.  Sloan  of 
Monroeville,  Pennsylvania  are  Directors 
in  the  Women’s  Division. 

The  three  days  were  well  spent  in 
community-team  building,  leadership 
styles,  communication  skills,  goal 
setting,  and  dealing  with  creative 
conflict.  The  sessions  were  closed  with  a 
meaningful  worship  led  by  Mrs.  Hall. 


John  Wesley  Rides  Again! 


Mrs.  Dorothy  Lloyd  Bennett,  on  the 
right,  is  the  new  secretary  to  Dr.  Harvey 
Williamson,  Director  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries.  A  native  of  Baton 
Rouge,  she  is  married  to  Rev.  Charles  E. 
Bennett,  Jr.,  pastor  of  the  Plains-Port 
Hudson  Baptist  Mission. 

They  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
Ruth,  Claire  and  Charles  III  and  have 
one  grandchild.  Mrs.  Bennett  enjoys  the 
out  of  doors,  bicycling,  walking,  flowers 
and  reading.  They  have  served  churches 
in  Georgia,  as  well  as  Sulphur,  Crowley 
and  now  Plains-Port  Hudson. 

Mrs.  Carolyn  Vandiver,  former 
Council  secretary,  is  now  living  in  the 
Nashville,  Tennessee  area,  where  her 
husband’s  work  took  them. 
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Dorothy  Lloyd  Bennett 


The  Wesley  Sunday  observance  at  the  Munholland  United  Methodist  Church  was 
held  January  29th.  A  special  visitor,  the  Reverend  John  Wesley  (Jack  Midyett,  retired 
United  Methodist  minister)  preached  at  all  three  morning  services  and  assisted  in  the 
confirmation  of  19  young  people.  A  total  of  29  people  united  with  the  Munholland 
Church  on  this  special  observance  of  Wesley  Sunday.  Rev.  Joe  Wayne  McClain,  the 
minister,  is  shown  in  the  left  photo  standing  next  to  "Mr.  Wesley.” 

Rev.  Wesley  (right  inset)  also  appeared  at  St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe  on  January  15,  where  he  helped  commemorate  the  Bicentennial  and  delivered 
the  message,  thoughts  and  wisdom  of  our  founder.  Rev.  M.  Ray  Holt  is  the  pastor  of 
St.  Mark’s.  (Rev.  Midyett  lives  in  Rayville  and  may  be  contacted  there  for  future 
services  and  engagements.) 


Letter  To  The  Editor 


To  The  Editor: 

I  was  elated  after  reading  an  article  by  Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson  in  last 
week’s  edition  (Jan.  13, 1984)  of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist. 

My  elation  stemmed  from  the  fact  that'Dr.  Williamson’s  article  paralleled 
my  own  thoughts  on  educational  ministries  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

We  at  St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church  are  very  happy  to  know  that  our  1984 
goals  and  objectives  for  the  Christian  Education  Department  are  in  line  with 
that  which  is  being  emphasized  by  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 

We  hope  to  be  in  attehdance  at  the  “Sunday  School  Caravans”  when  they  are 
in  our  area. 

Sincerely, 

Julia  S.  Knighton 

Education  Chairperson 

St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 


Persons ,  Churches 
&,  Events 


St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  in  honor  of  the  Centennial 
era  of  United  Methodist  Women, 
designated  both  services  on  January  22 
as  United  Methodist  Women’s  Day.  The 
women,  attired  in  long  skirts,  white 
blouses  and  cameo  pins,  were  in  charge 
of  the  entire  program.  High  points  of  the 
service  were  the  installation  of  U.M.W. 
officers  of  St.  Luke’s  Church  and  the 
address  delivered  by  Mrs.  Amy  Ward,  a 
Director  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  a  delegate  to  General 
Conference.  The  pastor  is  James  O. 
Evans. 

The  speaker  at  the  first  1984  meeting  of 
the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  district 
United  Methodist  Men  was  Conference 
President  and  well  known  Lay  Witness 
Mission  leader  Jack  Dew.  The  meeting 
was  held  February  9  at  7:00  p.m.  at 
Jefferson  UMC  with  the  UMM  of  that 
church  as  hosts.  Supper  was  served 
before  the  speaker,  with  entertainment 
and  a  short  business  session  following 
Dew’s  talk. 

Dew  is  a  member  of  McGuire  UMC  of 
West  Monroe,  a  lay  member  of 
Louisiana’s  delegation  to  both  General 
and  Jurisdictional  Conferences  and 
former  businessman  of  Monroe. 

*  *  * 

Americans  United  for  Separation  of 
Church  and  State  has  named  former 
presidential  assistant  Dr.  Robert  L. 
Maddox  as  its  new  executive  director. 

Maddox,  who  served  as  special 
assistant  for  religious  liaison  and 
speechwriter  for  President  Jimmy 
Carter  from  1979  to  1981,  is  currently 
pastor  of  Mayfield  Road  Baptist  Church 
in  Arlington,  Texas. 

During  his  White  House  years,  Maddox 
coordinated  White  House  outreach  to  the 
American  religious  community.  Maddox 
represented  the  president  at  meetings 
across  the  United  States,  and 
coordinated  numerous  White  House 
briefings  for  religious  leaders  and  the 
religious  press  on  a  variety  of  national 


and  international  issues.  He  has  made 
numerous  appearances  on  local  and 
national  news  programs  such  as 
“Nightline,”  Directions”  and  “All 
Things  Considered.” 

*  *  * 

Dixon  Correctional  Institute  inmates 
were  the  recipients  of  riumerous  gifts 
from  Baton  Rouge  area  churches  during 
the  holiday  season  and  throughout  the 
year,  says  Chaplain  Bertrand  Griffin, 
Resident  Chaplain  of  this  state  penal 
institution.  Many  have  sponsored 
projects  and  services  such  as  donations 
of  magazines  and  books,  biblical 
literature,  greeting  cards  and  stamps,  as 
well  as  worship  participation  in  an  effort 
to  respond  to  the  needs  of  cultural  and 
spiritual  uplift  and  human  development 
of  the  inmates. 

Chaplain  Griffin  stated  that  a  Chapel 
Committee  was  organized  within  the 
institution  for  the  express  purpose  of 
assisting  in  the  distribution  of  these 
materials,  and  participation  in  all  Chapel 
services  and  projects.  In  this  manner 
each  of  the  approximately  1,000  inmates 
at  Dixon  Correctional  Institute  in 
Jackson,  Louisiana  may  be  reached. 

Appointment  Changes 

The  following  changes  in  appointment 
have  been  made  by  Bishop  Paul  Gallo¬ 
way  effective  February  15, 1984; 

Dr.  David  George  Trickett  —  The  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  Tulane  University,  New 
Orleans/Houma  District. 

Rev.  Michael  Anthony  Milton  —  North 
Baton  Rouge  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District. 


Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 

Bishops’  regional  groups 
respond  to  new 

missions  society . Page  4 

Homosexuality  certain  to  be 
major  issue  in  General 
Conference  debates . Page  4 


International  Lesson  Series 


Come  To  The  Feast! 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Isaiah  55:1-3,6-11 

This  passage  tells  of  the  joys  of 
restoration  and  the  bountiful  feast  God 
promises  all  who  come  to  Him.  The 
exiles  are  being  restored  to  God’s  Holy 
Presence  and  in  His  Presence  they  are 
invited  to  find  all  they  need  for  the  full 
living  of  their  days.  The  gifts  are  not 
mere  necessities,  but  abundance.  God 
asks  (in  the  words  of  the  prophet),  “Why 
do  you  spend  your  money  on  that  which  is 
not  bread  .  .  .  labor  for  that  which  does 
not  satisfy?”  God’s  promise  is  that,  if 
they  turn  to  Him,  He  will  give  them  a 
fullness  and  abundance  of  life. 

In  verse  six,  Isaiah  tells  the  people  to 
seek  the  Lord  while  he  is  so  near  and  so 
evident.  They  must  turn  from  their 
wickedness  to  the  Lord  for  the  Lord  is 
merciful  and  forgiving.  His  ways  are 
beyond  human  comprehension  ;  His  word 
or  essence  will  accomplish  His  purpose. 

Several  questions  come  through  to  me 
as  I  read  and  study  this  lesson,  such  as: 
What  do  we  expect  from  our  religious 
practices,  from  our  Church?  What  do  we 
preachers  expect  in  response  to  our 
preaching?  Are  our  pulpits  being  used  to 
feed  or  to  entertain?  ...  to  spiritually 
satisfy^  to  intellectually  educate?  Is  it 
possible  that  sometimes  the  pulpit 
actually  stands  in  the  way  of  people  who 
are  trying  to  “come  to  the  waters?” 

This  entire  subject  has  to  do  with 
return  on  investment  and  asks  the 
pertinent  question  —  why  anyone  would 
want  to  spend  money,  energy,  time  and 
ability  on  something  that  is  less  than 
fulfilling?  Why  should  we  who  are 
children  of  the  living  God,  the  God  who 
offers  the  abundant  life,  settle  for 
anything  less  than  the  “waters”  of 
spiritual  guidance,  strength,  comfort, 
challenge,  peace  and  joy?  Why  should  we 
of  the  cloth  ever  be  willing  to  proclaim 
anything  less  than  the  gospel  of  a  risen 
and  vibrantly  alive  Savior? 

Why  are  we  so  passive  in  worship,  so 


drowsy  in  study,  so  negligent  in  prayer, 
so  limited  in  commitment?  Why  should 
we  be  hesitant  to  “serve”  and  to 
“partake”  of  the  best  in  life,  that  which  is 
provided  us  by  our  Father  God?  Why  are 
we  not  looking  for  a  better  return  on  the 
investment  we  are  making  of  ourselves? 

Many  of  us  take  our  faith  too  lightly 
and  look  for  the  wrong  things  in  our 
church  relationship.  But,  if  the  Church  is 
really  the  living  body  of  Christ,  it  is 
surely  more  than  coffee  and  donuts, 
more  than  balloons  and  clowns,  more 
than  parties,  more  than  a  brief  Sunday 
diversion. 

WE  of  the  clergy  must  bear  much  of 
the  responsibility  for  this.  Our  sermons 
are  seldom  “happenings"  which 
facilitate  conversion  but  are 
“entertaining”  and  “informative" 
rather  than  inspirational  and 
experiential.  We  read  a  passage  of 
scripture,  then  stand  in  the  way  of  it, 
ignoring  its  truth  or  twisting  it  to  suit  a 
preconception.  We  give  history  lessons, 
but  fail  to  relate  history  to  today's 
situation.  With  our  people  coming  in 
search  of  the  living  water,  too  often  we 
give  them  Diet  Coke. 

In  every  congregation  there  is  need  for 
strength  and  guidance,  for  comfort,  and 
for  the  opportunity  to  share  joy  and  to 
find  fulfillment.  Do  history  lessons  or 
amusing  stories  “feed”  a  needy  con¬ 
gregation? 

The  source  of  all  one  needs  in  life  is 
God.  Isaiah  wrote  of  fulfillment  when  he 
said,  “Come  to  the  waters.”  And,  we  who 
have  the  definitive  revelation  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus,  can  find  fulfillment  in  Him. 

We  must  never  be  satisfied  with  less 
than  the  best.  You  and  I  need  a  proper 
return  on  our  investment.  So  we  must 
find  the  living  waters  in  Christ  himself 
and  know  a  joyful,  exciting,  experiential 
faith. 

Don’t  let  us  who  wear  the  robes  and 
stoles  stand  in  your  way,  giving  you 
mush  instead  of  meat  and  trivia  instead 
of  the  pure  and  unadulterated  gospel. 
Call  us  to  task  ...  as  we  call  you  to  a 
deeper  faith!  Let  us  share  our  needs,  our 
yearnings,  our  aspirations. 


Merit  Scholarship  Now  Available 

The  Conference  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Campus  Ministry  wishes  to 
announce  that  a  scholarship  in  the  amount  of  $600 .00  is  available  for  1984  This 
scholarship  is  provided  through  the  funds  given  through  the  Student  Day 
Offering  (10%  of  the  funds  raised  stay  within  the  conference  as  a  Merit 
Scholarship  Fund).  Further  information  and  applications  will  be  sent  to  local 
churches  in  the  March  Conference  Coordinated  mailing  (coverage). 

Deadline  for  receipt  of  applications  is  April  15,  1984  The  scholarship  will  be 
awarded  to  a  full  time  college  student  who  is  attending  a  United  Methodist 
related  college. 

Those  interested  should  see  their  pastor  or  chairperson  of  the  Administrative 
Board  for  information.  All  applicants  must  be  nominated  by  their  local  church. 


EMLC  Grants  Awarded  Three  Churches 


By  DR.  SAMUEL  W.  WALKER 
Director  of  Special  Ministries 
The  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
Committee  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  at  its  fall  meeting  in 
New  York  awarded  grants  totalling 
$20,000  to  three  churches  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

Two  churches  received  $8,000  each, 
and  one  received  $4,000,  to  assist  in 
renovation  and  the  rebuilding  of  a  new 
structure.  The  117-year  old  St.  Peter 
Church,  Donaldsonville,  has  replaced  the 
entire  roof  and  is  given  a  face-lift  to  the 
remainder  of  the  exterior.  Now  the  works 
is  in  progress  on  the  interior.  Total  cost 


of  this  program  is  $20,000.  Bernard  Smith 
is  the  pastor. 

Trinity  Church,  Crowley,  has  been 
demolished,  and  plans  are  progressing 
for  the  building  of  a  new  facility.  Eddie 
Francis  is  the  pastor. 

Mount  Zion  Church,  Olevier,  received 
the  smaller  amount  to  help  them 
complete  a  $15,000  renovation  project. 
Walter  Barabin,  retired,  is  the  pastor. 

The  Conference  EMLC  Task  Force 
granted  $2,000  to  each  church  out  of  the 
30%  alloted  for  disbursements.  The 
disbursements  were  made  in  January 
1983  out  of  Missional  Priority  funds 
received  in  1982. 
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Editorials  vmmmmmmt 


Are  only  42  percent  of  us  sinful? 


Findings  from  a  recent  survey  of  all 
Christians  in  a  mid-western  state  raise 
some  troubling  questions  about  how  we 
perceive  ourselves  and  what  our  church 
and  others  are  teaching. 

In  a  study  conducted  by  the  Institute 
for  Ecumenical  and  Cultural  Research, 
Collegeville,  Minn.,  the  beliefs  of  Min¬ 
nesota  Christians  were  compiled  for  each 
denomination,  including  United  Method¬ 
ists  (seeUMR,  Jan.  6). 

One  item  stuck  out  like  a  sore  thumb. 
Of  the  UM’s  polled,  only  42  percent  con¬ 
sidered  themselves  sinful.  Even  granting 
that  an  opinion  survey  is  not  the  best  way 
to  determine  belief  because  of  the  ten¬ 
dency  to  oversimplify  complex  issues, 
this  apparent  disregard  of  the  biblical 
witness  about  the  human  condition  is 
very  troubling. 

Although  this  finding  comes  from  a 
particular  state  and  denomination,  it  is 
important  to  view  this  as  a  problem  for 
all  of  American  Christianity  today.  We 
must  re-examine  some  of  the  ways  in 
which  we  exempt  ourselves  from  the 
post-Eden  community. 

1.  In  a  world  of  terrorist  violence, 
sexual  crimes,  and  tax  evasion,  we  too 
easily  say  that  sin  is  an  act  that  destroys 
or  unalterably  changes  another’s  life  or 
property.  Murder,  rape,  and  arson  would 
be  examples  of  real  sins.  As  long  as  we 
identify  sin  as  a  series  of  random  acts 
rather  than  as  the  condition  of  every  per¬ 
son,  we  will  continue  to  find  persons  who 
commit  more  serious  offenses  than  we  do 
and  mark  them  as  “the  real  sinners.” 

It  is  myopic  to  criticize  the  embezzler 
while  failing  to  report  taxable  income  be¬ 
cause  it  was  “only  a  few  hundred  dol¬ 
lars.”  Although  the  consequences  of 
some  actions  are  much  more  serious, 
that  does  not  mean  that  other  actions  are 
of  no  consequence. 

2.  Rather  than  facing  critical  issues  in 


which  we  play  a  major„role,  we  too  often 
find  scapegoats.  There  really  aren’t 
hungry  people  in  our  country  we  say,  just 
shiftless  folks  ripping  off  the  food 
pantries.  The  problem  with  the  Ameri¬ 
can  economy  we  claim,  is  Japanese  com¬ 
petition,  or  the  floods  of  immigrants 
seeking  jobs.  We  could  get  on  with  the 
business  of  producing  energy  if  only  the 
environmentalists  would  get  off  their 
soap  boxes.  And  the  scapegoating  on  the 
issue  of  making  peace  won’t  quit. 

There  is  something  important  in  each 
claim.  There  are  crooks  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  food  distribution,  but  that  doesn’t 
diminish  the  need  for  well-fed,  prosper¬ 
ous  people  to  seek  out  and  feed  those  who 
are  really  hungry. 

Outside  forces  are  putting  pressure  on 
the  American  economy,  but  they  are  in 
most  cases  reacting  to  the  unabated 
American  desire  for  goods  and  the  cheap 
labor  needed  to  keep  up  in  the  interna¬ 
tional  marketplace.  Needs  for  future 
sources  of  energy  are  undeniable,  but 
they  must  go  hand-in-hand  with  respon¬ 
sible  stewardship  of  the  creation. 

William  Sloane  Coffin  captures  the 
problem  aptly  when  he  says  that  since  we 
do  not  seem  to  be  able  to  be  one  in  love, 
we  must  at  least  admit  that  we  are  one  in 
sin.  We  shall  never  be  able  to  move  to¬ 
ward  the  unity  which  God  ordained  in 
Jesus  Christ  until  we  humbly  admit  the 
utter  wretchedness  of  our  destiny,  and 
look  for  the  redemptive,  forgiving  love  of 
God  in  Christ. 

Repentance  and  humility  are  not 
macho,  so  they  are  sometimes  hard  to 
defend  as  virtues  that  American  Chris¬ 
tians  should  hold.  They  are  the  keys  to 
new  life;  a  new  life  that  can  bring  more 
unity,  more  peace,  and  more  security. 

—  from  the  Reporter’s 
North  Texas  Conference  edition 
John  Thornburg,  editor 
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UMC’s  mission  policy  should,  and 
does,  reflect  church's  diversity 


I'M  OLAP  THE 
Biea  teacher 
THERE'S  Life  AFTER 
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XU  NEVER  &1T 
EVERYTHING-  PON E 
-JN  THIS  ONE  _=• 


By  BONNIE  L.  TOTTEN 

Selection  of  mission  personnel  by  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  a 
topic  of  great  interest  to  many  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  as  appro¬ 
priately  it  should  be.  The  Rev.  H.  T. 
Maclin,  recently  designated  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  a  new  unofficial  missionary¬ 
sending  agency,  was  quoted  by  the  Re¬ 
porter  as  saying  there  is  a  “need  for 
many  United  Methodists  to  be  able  to 
support  an  agency  that  will  send  United 
Methodist  missionaries  who  are  rejected 
by  Global  Ministries  because  they  don’t 
share  the  same  mission  philosophy.” 

As  an  elected  member  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  extensively 
involved  in  the  selection  of  mission  per¬ 
sonnel,  I  am  deeply  distressed  by  that 
statement.  As  I  recall  my  seven  years  of 
experience  as  a  lay  volunteer  and  board 
member,  not  once  has  a  person  been  re¬ 
jected  for  not  sharing  the  board’s  mis¬ 
sion  philosophy.  As  chairperson  of  the 
mission  personnel  review  committee 
from  1976  through  the  spring  of  1983,  and 
since  then,  as  chairperson  of  the  new 
Mission  Personnel  Resources  Program 
Department,  I  feel  a  responsibility  to 
share  that  experience. 

First,  a  word  about  the  mission  philos¬ 
ophy  of  the  board.  It  arises  out  of  who  we 


are  as  United  Methodist  Christians  and  is 
affirmed  in  a  variety  of  ways  by  each 
new  set  of  board  members  who  have 
been  elected  to  represent  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  United  Methodist  Women. 

Basic  to  this  philosophy  are  two  para¬ 
graphs  in  the  church’s  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline.  The  first  is  entitled  “Objectives  of 
Mission”  (Paragraph  801,  1976  Disci¬ 
pline)  and  reads:  “The  wholeness  of  the 
gospel  is  manifest  in  the  totality  of  the 
church.  God,  the  Creator,  Redeemer,, 
Savior,  and  Life-Giver,  summons  the 
church  to  mission  in  the  world.  The  ob¬ 
jectives  of  this  mission  are: 

1.  “To  witness  in  all  the  world,  by  word 
and  deed,  to  the  self-revelation  of  God  in 
Jesus  Christ  and  the  acts  of  love  by  which 
God  provides  reconciliation  to  all  people. 

2.  “To  evoke  in  all  people  the  personal 
response  of  repentance  and  faith  through 
which  by  God’s  grace  they  may  find  new¬ 
ness  of  life  in  righteous,  loving  relation¬ 
ships  with  God  and  all  persons. 

3.  “To  bring  God’s  people  together  into 
a  Christian  community  for  worship  and 
fellowship  and  to  send  them  into  the 
world  as  servants  in  the  struggle  for  jus¬ 
tice  and  meaning. 

4.  “To  respond  to  the  given  unity  of 
God’s  people  and  to  the  needs  of  the 
world,  and  to  advocate  and  work  for  the 


My  Witness 

Woman’s  pain  poses  spiritual  issue 


Keep  the  ‘rules’  in  perspective 


The  message:  learn  the  “rules”  of  the 
church  if  you  want  to  be  an  effective 
United  Methodist.  The  reason:  because 
"the  organization  works”  when  mem¬ 
bers  know  how  to  use  its  "energy  and 
structure.” 

In  a  nutshell,  that  was  the  advice  given 
recently  by  the  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf 
Fassett  to  participants  at  a  meeting 
which  focused  on  Native  American  min¬ 
istries  (see  UMR,  Feb.  3).  He  pointed  out 
that  knowing  how  to  “play  the  game”  is 
especially  important  for  the  church’s 
ethnic  minority  members  who  cannot 
reasonably  be  expected  to  influence  the 
outcome  of  most  issues  on  the  basis  of 
their  numbers. 

We  believe  that  Mr.  Fassett’s  advice 
holds  true  for  all  church  members  as  far 
as  it  goes.  “Learning  the  rules”  —  partic- 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


ularly  those  found  in  the  “Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline”  —  as  well  as  how  to  apply  them  is 
likely  to  help  any  member  participate 
more  fully  and  effectively  in  all  levels  of 
the  church’s  life.  As  a  result,  it  may  have 
the  added  benefit  of  offsetting  much  of 
the  cynicism  and  feeling  of  powerless¬ 
ness  members  sometimes  express  to¬ 
ward  the  church. 

But  “learning  the  rules”  cannot  take 
the  place  of  a  prior  and  much  more  basic 
task  for  Christians:  learning  —  and  liv¬ 
ing  —  the  teachings  of  Jesqs  Christ.  Only 
as  we  maintain  that  focus  are  we  able  to 
discern  whether  we  are  using  the 
church's  rules  to  aggrandize  ourselves  or 
to  glorify  God.  Without  such  clarity  of 
purpose,  “playing  the  game”  can  easily 
become  just  another  power  struggle  be¬ 
tween  competing  interest  groups. 


By  EDITH  LANSTROM 

As  the  mother  of  a  21  year-old  epileptic 
son,  I  have  watched  with  fascination  and 
horror  as  26  year-old  cerebral  palsy  vic¬ 
tim,  Elizabeth  Bouvia,  screams  in  the 
media  for  the  right  to  starve  herself  to 
death.  Because  of  my  son’s  physical 
problem  I  have  tried  to  appreciate  the 
difficulties  of  Ms.  Bouvia ’s  life. 

When,  on  TV,  I  have  seen  this  young 
woman’s  mouth  struggle  to  form  words, 
or  I  have  watched  her  muscles  jerk  in  un¬ 
controllable  spastic  movements,  my 
heart  has  ached  for  her.  I  am  sure  my 
son,  Kendall,  has  felt,  for  shorter  dura¬ 
tion  and  to  a  lesser  degree,  physical  pain 
and  embarrassment  similar  to  that  exper¬ 
ienced  by  Elizabeth  Bouvia.  Kendall  is 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  blinding, 
nauseating  headache  pain  which  some¬ 
times  follows  a  seizure  or  a  concussion 
resulting  from  a  fall  during  a  seizure. 

And  there  is  an  invisible,  but  chillingly 
real,  pain  which  I  know  my  son,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  Elizabeth  Bouvia  have  experienced. 
In  a  society  in  which  a  person’s  value 
often  is  determined  by  the  latest  perfected 
TV  or  movie  image,  or  degree  of  eco¬ 
nomic  success,  or  attainment  of  an  es¬ 
teemed  position  in  a  chosen  endeavor,  it 
can  be  humiliating  to  be  slightly  different. 


And  Elizabeth  Bouvia  is  more  than 
slightly  different. 

However,  for  a  long  time  her  differ¬ 
ence  did  not  keep  Ms.  Bouvia  from 
achieving  goals.  During  quite  a  bit  of  her 
life  this  young  woman  must  have  had  a 
strong  spirit  for  living.  In  spite  of  her 
physical  condition  some  positive  life 
force  propelled  her  to  attain  a  college  un¬ 
dergraduate  degree  and  to  do  some  work 
toward  a  Master’s  Degree.  What  robbed 
her  soul  of  its  zest  for  life? 

Was  it  the  lack  of  a  closely-knit 
emotional  support  network?  In  reading 
of  her  background  —  institutionalized  as 
a  child,  marriage  to  a  criminal,  many  re¬ 
locations  —  I  did  not  see  evidence  of  co¬ 
hesive  emotional  support.  During  my 
son’s  teen  years,  when  the  loneliness  of 
being  different  most  forcefully  affected 
his  spirit,  he  was  surrounded  by  a  con¬ 
cerned  family  and  friends  who  would  not 
let  his  spirit  despair. 

With  loving  gestures  and  expressions 
they  affirmed  his  worth  as  a  beloved 
child  of  God.  Was  this  missing  in  Eliza¬ 
beth’s  life?  Surely  caring  Christians 
have  tried  to  minister  to  her  soul.  If  not,  I 
would  pray  that  now  Christians  would 
come  forth  and  extend  the  agape  love  of 
Christ  to  this  unusual  woman.  Just  re¬ 


Language  changes  defy  biblical  authority 


To  the  Editor : 

In  your  article  headlined  “Experts  dis¬ 
cuss  why  inclusive  language  raises  emo¬ 
tions,”  (UMR,  Feb.  3),  I  was  disap¬ 
pointed  that  all  views  were  not  better 
represented.  The  “experts”  quoted  in¬ 
timate  that  the  larger  issue  behind  the 
inclusive  language  question  is  feminism. 

Surprisingly  not  mentioned,  however, 
is  the  larger  question  of  the  authority  of 
the  Bible.  The  issue  is  whether  we  as 
United  Methodists  will  take  the  Bible 
seriously  as  it  is,  or  whether  we  will  at¬ 
tempt  conforming  it  to  whatever 
philosophy  that’s  swaying  us.  As  United 
Methodists,  will  our  ultimate  authority 
for  the  truth  of  God  come  from  the  Bible 
or  from  some  other  source  —  however 
noble,  right  or  comfortable  it  may  seem? 

To  change  the  wording  of  the  Bible  ac- 
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cording  to  the  dictates  of  any  human  phi¬ 
losophy  is  to  invite  the  church’s  becom¬ 
ing  even  more  a  captive  of  its  culture,  a 
step  that  ultimately  can  spiritually  bank¬ 
rupt  the  church  by  diluting  the  Bible’s 
whole  truth.  It  is  this  great  danger,  in¬ 
tuitively  sensed  by  many,  that  lies  be¬ 
hind  much  of  the  outcry. 

Dwight  Sullivan 
Bisbee,  Arizona 

What  can  I  do  as 

a  United  Methodist? 

To  the  Editor : 

Here  are  some  facts  from  California 
Methodism : 

A  member  who  had  been  able  to  sup¬ 
port  his  church  was  on  a  low-fixed  in¬ 
come  in  retirement.  He  went  to  the 
pastor  to  say  he  was  barely  scraping  by, 
but  did  have  time.  Was  there  anything  he 
could  do  around  the  church?  The  pastor 
asked  him  to  come  in  each  Monday 
morning.  His  task  was  to  see  that  orders 
of  worship  were  removed,  to  sharpen 
pencils,  and  to  see  that  hymnals  were  up¬ 
right  in  the  racks. 

Another  Methodist  traveled  the  state 
as  a  salesman,  but  longed  to  serve.  He 
prayed  for  some  outlet  for  this  interest. 
First  thing,  he  saw  a  migrant  camp.  He 
parked  and  went  over.  The  children  had 
no  playground  equipment.  That  became 
his  crusade. 

We  all  put  zip  codes  on  letters  as  de¬ 
livery  insurance.  A  United  Methodist 
named  Dan  was  a  member  of  a  congre¬ 
gation  in  Los  Angeles.  He  became  Post¬ 
master  General  and  initiated  the  zip 
code. 

If  every  United  Methodist  would  say 
“What  can  I  do,"  we  would  have  a  better 
church,  filled  with  people  of  vibrant 
faith. 

It  is  gratifying  that  prominent 
•  preachers  such  as  Billy  Graham  are  say¬ 
ing  that  of  all  churches  the  Methodists 
have  the  best  form  of  religious  ex¬ 
pression  to  meet  today’s  needs. 

B.  LaVange  Smith 
Claremont,  California 

Let’s  cooperate 
with  Prison  Fellowship 

To  the  Editor : 

Regarding  the  two  editorials  in  the 
January  6  issue  on  ministry  to  prisoners, 
I  agree  heartily  with  the  thoughts  and 
suggestions  in  both. 

I  cannot  help  but  wonder  why  the 
Prison  Fellowship  movement,  initiated 
by  Charles  Colson  ( the  Watergate  figure ) 
after  his  release  from  prison,  is  not  the 
place  for  Christian  churches  to  start  in 
such  an  endeavor.  Prison  Fellowship  is 
well  established,  with  good  contacts  hav¬ 
ing  been  made  with  many  prison  offi¬ 
cials,  resulting  in  good  cooperation,  with 


many  states  having  working  organiza¬ 
tions.  It  also  has  spread  to  many  foreign 
countries  and  the  results  are  en¬ 
couraging. 

If  our  churches  were  to  join  forces  with 
Prison  Fellowship,  which  already  has  the 
organization  and  entry,  it  seems  great 
things  could  be  accomplished  among 
prisoners.  Why  “start  from  scratch," 
with  experimental  ideas  when  the  ground 
work  has  been  done  by  Prison  Fellow¬ 
ship? 

Ver  Soller 
Deland,  Florida 

General  boards  bringing 
on  their  own  problems 

To  the  Editor : 

I  was  saddened  to  read  Cecil  Pot- 
tieger’s  diatribe  against  H.  T.  Maclin  and 
those  who  have  established  a  new  mis¬ 
sion  society  for  United  Methodists  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  27).  For  more  than  two  de¬ 
cades  a  significant  number  of  United 
Methodists  have  begged  and  pleaded 
with  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  to  recognize  the  crying  need  for  an 
increased  program  of  evangelistic  mis¬ 
sions.  For  over  a  decade  we  have  listened 
to  the  rhetoric  of  pluralism  while  exper¬ 
iencing  the  reality  of  liberal  chauvinism. 

I  would,  however,  like  to  offer  a  hearty 
AMEN!  to  Mr.  Pottieger’s  prayer  that 
God  save  us  from  over-bearing  bigotry, 
especially  that  exhibited  in  our  general 
boards  and  agencies  by  hired  staff  per¬ 
sons  who  arrogantly  seek  to  bend  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  their  organizations  to  their  own 
agendas,  while  inappropriately  seeking 
to  influence  or  even  circumvent  the  will 
of  the  General  Conference. 

Personally  I  do  not  agree  with  Mr. 
Maclin’s  decision.  The  establishment  of 
“ghost”  boards  and  agencies  is  not  the 
answer,  nor  is  designated  giving  which, 
in  my  opinion,  would  result  in  the  de¬ 
struction  of  our  church’s  connectional 
system.  However,  the  general  boards 
and  agencies  are  bringing  these  mea¬ 
sures  on  themselves  by  continuing  to 
ignore  the  will  of  the  general  church.  The 
outcome  of  this  trend  will  be  no  sudden 
schism,  but  the  gradual,  continued  drain¬ 
ing  away  of  the  vitality  of  United  Method¬ 
ism.  Let  us  pray  indeed  for  the  delegates 
to  the  General  Conference. 

Lane  Bailey 
Edna,  Kansas 
Anti-mission  comments 

only  increase  alienation 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  most  confused  by  Roy  Howard 
Beck’s  article  headlined  “New  mission 
society  said  threat  to  church  order” 
(UMR,  Jan.  27). 

Bishop  Jesse  DeWitt  reportedly  asked 
his  fellow  bishops  to  “prayerfully 
consider  to  what  extent  the  new  agency 


will  ‘further  erode  established  patterns 
of  giving’  within  the  denomination,”  and 
Betty  Thompson  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  reportedly  said,  “The  Mission 
Society  is  a  ‘threat  to  the  administrative 
order  of  the  whole  church.’  ” 

As  a  layman,  this  greatly  disturbs  and 
antagonizes  me  to  new  heights. 

Concerning  Bishop  Dewitt’s  statement, 
I  am  reminded  of  my  impression  of  pro¬ 
fessional  athletic  teams  huddling  to¬ 
gether  in  “prayer”  to  ask  God  to  let  them 
win  against  the  other  team.  Concerning 
Ms.  Thompson  and  the  bishop’s  state¬ 
ments,  I  trust  Martin  Luther,  Jacob  Al¬ 
bright,  John  Wesley  and  Pastor  Otter- 
bein  must  be  most  upset  as  they  look  at 
us  today  from  their  supposed  vantage 
points  on  another  plane. 

Hurray!  for  the  new  “Mission  Society 
for  United  Methodists.”  Is  our  real  min¬ 
istry  to  further  power  for  the  totalitarian¬ 
ism  of  church  and  denominational  hier¬ 
archy  or  to  give  and  serve  humanity  as 
we  think  Christ  would  want  us  to  do? 
After  all,  we  are  still  operating  under  his 
philosophy,  or  are  we? 

Even  more  disturbing,  Bishop  Edsel  A. 
Ammons  considers  the  new  mission 
agency  “illegal.” 

If  this  is  not  a  signal  to  all  free-thinking 
United  Methodists,  who  have  a  long 
heritage  as  Protestants,  to  sit  up  and 
think,  I  do  not  know  what  else  would  be. 
Lenwood  B.  Wert 
Lansdowne,  Pennsylvania 

Footnote  lo  column 

on  Gandhi  and  Jones 

To  the  Editor: 

A  footnote  to  Gary  Exman’s  “Here  I 
Stand”  column  regarding  E.  Stanley 
Jones  (see  UMR,  Jan.  27):  Brother  Stan¬ 
ley  said  that  Gandhi  got  the  non-violent 
resistance  idea  from  Leo  Tolstoy  who  got 
it  from  Thoreau  and  that  Martin  Luther 
King  got  it  from  Brother  Stanley’s  writ¬ 
ings  on  Gandhi. 

Brother  Stanley  was  not  merely 
against  nuclear  war.  From  Hiroshima  to 
the  end  of  his  blessed  career  he  taught  at 
his  ashrams  and  elsewhere  that  we  must 
have  world  federal  government  because 
people  and  groups  of  people  have  never 
found  any  way  to  live  together  in  peace 
except  under  government.  He  knew  the 
difference  between  public  peace  and  that 
private  peace  which  passeth  understand¬ 
ing. 

And,  finally,  Brother  Stanley  taught 
that  the  individual  gospel  comes  first  but 
that  we  must  have  the  social  gospel  too. 

He  was  a  great  man.  The  only  one  I 
ever  knew.  And  to  think  that  they  gave 
the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  to  characters  like 
Henry  Kissinger  and  Menachem  Begin 
but  not  to  him. 

J.  P.  Speer 
Alpine,  Texas 


cently  I  read  that  some  Christians  have 
offered  to  take  her  into  their  homes.  I 
pray  this  becomes  a  reality. 

But  could  Ms.  Bouvia  possibly  have 
isolated  her  soul,  her  spirit  on  some 
cerebral  back  shelf?  Has  she  decided 
that  her  physically  disabled  body  ne¬ 
gates  the  worth  of  her  soul?  Has  she  con¬ 
structed  a  thick,  seemingly  impenetrable 
wall  around  her  inner  being?  If  that  is  the 
case,  I  pray  that  the  Spirit  of  Christ  per¬ 
meates  her  soul  so  that  she  will  realize 
her  worth.  Once  Elizabeth  believes  she  is 
a  child  of  God  it  will  transform  her.  It 
will  draw  her  out  of  her  well  of  self-pity 
and  allow  her  to  tap  His  never-empty 
well  of  strength. 

Then,  maybe,  this  young  woman  will 
want  to  tell  and  show  God’s  graces  in  her 
life.  Somehow  she  was  given  the  ability 
to  get  through  school.  Somehow  she  was 
kept  alive  through  the  dedication  of  pro¬ 
fessional  people.  I  believe  acknowledg¬ 
ing  these  touches  of  God’s  grace  would 
motivate  Elizabeth  to  inspire  other 
handicapped  persons  to  expand  their 
abilities  and  horizons.  Could  she  not 
share  with  other  quadriplegics  the  re¬ 
sources  she  used  to  achieve  her  remark¬ 
able  degree  of  education?  And,  in  the 
sharing,  could  she  not  tell  of  her  spiritual 
resource  —  Christ?  -  ***■ 

If  such  a  transformation  took  place  I 
could  read  of  Elizabeth  Bouvia  and  re¬ 
joice.  For  her  story  would  tell  of  the 
wonders  of  God’s  love. 

“My  Witness ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Edith  Lan- 
strom,  is  a  member  of  Antioch  UMC  in 
Antioch,  California  (California-Nevada 
Annual  Conference ). 


‘Prayer for  hope 


By  S.  L.  HOWARD 

Lord, 

When  we  pray  .  .  . 

As  we  should  each  day 
Perhaps  instead  of  asking  that 
our  mind  seeks  help 
We  should  pray  that  you  would  place 
within  our  hearts  .  .  . 

A  sliver  of  hope,  a  fortitude  of  faith 

Let  us  see  ourselves  as 
capable  and  competent  of  helping 
ourselves 

through  faith’s  courage  and  your 
guidance. 

Help  us  to  help  ourselves  O’  Lord. 
Remind  us  as  we  pray  1 
to  retain  our  fortitude, of  faith 
and  that  sliver  of  hope  each  day. 


*  _ 

Bonnie  Totten 
unity  of  the  Christian  church  in  every  as¬ 
pect  of  the  church’s  life. 

5.  “To  reveal  in  ministry  the  love  of 
God  for  all  and  to  manifest  the  healing  of 
the  gospel  to  those  who  suffer. 

6.  “To  move  all  people  to  live  in  aware^ 

ness  of  the  presence  and  life-giving  power 
of  God’s  Holy  Spirit,  in  acknowledgment 
of  God’s  rule  oyr  earthly  history  and  in 
confident  expectation  of  the  ultimate  com 
summation  of  God’s  purpose.”  • 

Second  are  13  “Responsibilities  of  Mis; 
sion”  (Paragraph  1502,  1980  Discipline) 
which  include  enabling  the  local  churcli 
to  be  in  mission,  evangelism  and  church 
growth,  sending  and  receiving  mission? 
aries,  ministries  of  justice,  and  em¬ 
powerment  of  women  and  ethnic  and 
minority  persons  in  the  life  of  the  church? 

Statement  from  foundation  ; 

Affirmed  by  an  overwhelming  majority 
of  the  voting  delegates  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference,  these  statements  form  the  foun¬ 
dation  for  the  broad  spectrum  of  ouf 
church’s  understanding  of  mission.  It  fofc 
lows  that  the  board’s  mission  philosophy 
would  also  reflect  that  breadth.  ; 

In  fact,  these  two  statements  serve  as 
the  preface  to  the  board’s  “Guidelines 
for  Selection  of  Candidates  for  Mission 
Involvement.”  The  persons  selected  to 
serve  as  mission  personnel,  as  a  groups 
also  reflect  the  wide  spectrum.  Indi¬ 
viduals  within  it,  however,  reflect  part? 
of  the  continuum.  ;; 

The  committee  which  selects  and 
recommends  approval  of  mission  personr- 
nel  is  very  much  aware  of  the  diversity  erf 
our  church,  because  each  person  on  the 
committee  is  a  part  of  that  diversity  -J? 
most  being  active  in  and  coming  from  ji 
particular  local  church  (bishops  and  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  who  serve  are  ex¬ 
ceptions).  Each  represents  an  annual 
conference,  a  jurisdiction,  a  theological 
and  philosophical  perspective;  some,  an 
ethnic  or  minority  perspective. 

Another  dimension  of  diversity  in  the 
board’s  concept  of  mission  arises  out  of 
the  host  communities  —  both  national  and 
international  —  which  have  requested 
mission  personnel.  Their  understanding  of 
mission  determines  the  vast  variety  of 
tasks  to  which  persons  are  assigned. 

Five  areas  considered 

As  applicants  are  reviewed,  there  are 
five  areas  that  are  considered  by  the 
selection  review  committee.  They  are: 

1.  Christian  faith  and  commitment, 
and  understanding  of  mission  involve¬ 
ment; 

2.  Intercultural,  ethnic,  and  racial  ex¬ 
perience  and  understanding  ; 

3.  Personal  relationships  and  interper¬ 
sonal  skills; 

4.  Professional  competence  and  educa¬ 
tional  preparation; 

5.  Physical  and  emotional  health. 

After  careful  and  prayerful  review  of 

candidates  in  these  areas,  a  recommen¬ 
dation  is  made  on  the  basis  of  the  whole 
person  —  all  the  gifts  and  graces. 

As  is  apparent  from  this  brief  descrip¬ 
tion,  the  selection  of  mission  personnels 
complex.  Exercising  the  assigned  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  deciding  on  the  appro¬ 
priateness  of  an  individual  at  a  particu¬ 
lar  time  in  her/his  life  is  especially  diffi¬ 
cult  as  we  know  that  each^person  apply¬ 
ing  has  felt  called  to  serve.  In  other 
mainline  denominations,  members  of  the 
board  no  longer  are  involved  at  this  level. 
We  of  the  General  Board  of  Globa!  Minis¬ 
tries  have  felt  that  this  is  our  responsi¬ 
bility  and  have  accepted  it. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  state  once 
again  that  rigid  conformity  to  the  board's 
philosophy  of  mission  has  not  been : a 
stumbling  block  for  those  wishing  to 
serve  through  the  board.  Rather,  iye 
have  welcomed  the  diversity  that  is  t)je 
United  Methodist  Church.  I  affirm  the 
board  members’  generosity  of  spirit  aqd 
openness  to  that  diversity  that  has  en¬ 
abled  our  church  to  utilize  persons  from 
the  broad  spectrum  of  the  church  ‘to 
serve  as  mission  personnel  to  meet  the 
challenge  of  God’s  mission  today.  !; 

" Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issiles 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s  contribu¬ 
tor,  Mrs.  Bonnie  L.  Totten,  is  a  member 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Fay¬ 
etteville.  New  York. 


BARRY  BAILEY 
ONE  OF  AMERICA’S 
BEST-LOVED 
MINISTERS 


Join  this  renowned  United 
Methodist  pastor  and  author  as 
he  draws  fresh  insights  from 
familiar  scriptures  to  explain  how 
life’s  surprises  can  be  embraced 
with  genuine  joy!  Don’t  miss 
Living  with  the  Unexpected.  Only 
$8.95,  hard  cover. 
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Black  Methodist  pioneers  added  to  historical  prints 


White  congregation  in  Kansas  gets  Cokesbury  to  expand  special  Bicentennial  art  offering 


'  PRETTY  PRAIRIE,  Kan.  —  Harry  Hosier  and  Richard  Allen  were 
remembered  by  Pretty  Prairie  United  Methodist  Church  here.  Artist  Laura 
.  Williams  rendered  portraits  (above)  of  the  two  men  for  the  congregation. 


Members  should  read 


complete  ‘Discipline’ 


By  WALTER  VERNON 

“I  will  not  quarrel  with  you  about  any 
[doctrinal]  opinion.  Only  see  that  your 
heart  be  right  toward  God,  that  you  know 
and  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  that  you 
love  your  neighbour,  and  walk  as  your 
Master  walked  ;  and  I  desire  no  more  .  .  . 
Give  me  a  solid  and  substantial  religion ; 

'  give  me  an  humble,  gentle  lover  of  God 
and  man;  a  man  full  of  mercy  and  good 
'frulft  ...  a  rflan  laying  himself  out  in  the 
work  of  faith,  the  patience  of  hope,  the 
labour  of  love."  So  wrote  John  Wesley  in 
*  “A  Farther  Appeal  to  Men  of  Reason  and 
Religion." 

The  United  Methodist  position  on 
doctrine  is  fully  described  in  the  church’s 
oldest  official  code  of  law  —  and 
'  discipline  —  "The  Book  of  Discipline" 
‘(1982  Edition,  Part  II).  Every  United 
Methodist  ought  to  read  it  all;  these  are 
only  excerpts : 

“The  pioneers  in  the  tradition  that 
flowed  together  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  —  the  Wesleys,  Albright, 
Otterbein,  Boehm  —  understood  them- 
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selves  as  standing  in  the  center  stream  of 
Christian  spirituality  and  doctrine  .  .  . 
Their  gospel  was  rooted  in  the  biblical 
message  of  God’s  gracious  response  to 
man’s  deep  need,  in  his  self-giving  love 
revealed  in  Jesus  Christ  .  .  .  [But]  ‘As  to 
all  opinions  which  do  not  strike  at  the 
root  of  Christianity,  we  think  and  let 
think.’ 

"But,  even  as  they  were  fully 
committed  to  the  principles  of  religious 
toleration  and  doctrinal  pluralism,  they 
were  equally  confident  that  there  is  a 
‘marrow’  of  Christian  truth  .  .  . 

"With  [all  other  Christian  bodies]  we 
acknowledge  belief  in  the  triune  God  — 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit.  We  hold 
common  faith  in  the  mystery  of 
salvation,  in  and  through  Jesus  Christ. 
We  proclaim  together  that,  in  our  willful 
alienation,  God  judges  us,  seeks  us, 
pardons  us,  and  receives  us,  only  be¬ 
cause  he  truly  loves  us.  We  therefore 
believe  that  the  Holy  Spirit  prompts  us  to 
respond  in  faith  and  enables  us  to  accept 
God’s  gift  of  reconciliation  and  justifica¬ 
tion  .  .  . 

"Doctrine  arises  in  the  ongoing  life  of 
the  Church  —  its  worship,  its  crises  of 
faith,  its  conflicts  within,  its  challenges 
from  the  world  which  it  seeks  to  serve. 
The  processes  of  evangelism,  nurture, 
and  mission  require  a  constant  effort  in 
translating  authentic  experience  into 
rational  thought,  and  rational  thought 
into  effective  action.  But  the  process 
works  both  ways:  our  efforts  in  Christian 
action  and  its  consequences  provide  us 
with  new  dimensions  of  Christian  ex¬ 
perience  and,  therefore,  with  new  data 
for  theological  reflection  and  doctrinal 
statement.” 
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•  John  Wesley’s  Fifty-Three  Sermons  (Revised) 
$17.95,  soft  cover.  #20493-3. 

•  John  Wesley’s  Theology:  A  Collection 
from  His  Works 

edited  by  Robert  W.  Burtner  and  Robert  E.  Chiles 
$7.95,  soft  cover.  #20529-0. 

•  Francis  Asbury 
L.C.  Rudolph 

$7.95,  soft  cover.  #13461-7. 

•  The  Life  of  My  Years 
Prince  A.  Taylor,  Jr. 

$9.95,  soft  cover.  #21054-3. 

•  The  Life  Experience  and  Gospel  Labors 
of  the  Rt.  Rev.  Richard  Allen 

$3.95,  soft  cover  #21044-6. 

•  Proclaiming  Grace  and  Freedom: 

The  Story  of  United  Methodism  In  America 
Edited  by  John  G.  McEllhenney 
$6.95,  soft  cover.  #34323-2. 

•  Practical  Divinity:  Theology  In  the  Wesleyan 
Thomas  A.  Langford 
$9.95,  soft  cover.  #33326-1. 

Look  for  these  titles 
In  the  Cokesbury  Display 
at  General  Conference 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

PRETTY  PRAIRIE,  Kan.  -  Portraits 
of  Methodist  pioneers  Richard  Alien  and 
Harry  Hosier  have  been  added  to  Cokes- 
bury’s  "American  Methodist  Bicenten¬ 
nial  Prints"  set,  thanks  to  United  Meth¬ 
odists  here. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Ronald 
Williams,  pastor  of  Pretty  Prairie  UMC, 
the  church’s  bicentennial  committee  was 
the  first  to  notice  the  absence  of 
minorities  in  the  eight  historical  figures, 
which  make  up  Cokesbury’s  set.  The  col¬ 
lection  includes  John  Wesley,  Charles 
Wesley,  Susanna  Wesley,  William 
McKendree,  Phillip  Otterbein,  Thomas 
Coke,  Francis  Asbury  and  Jacob  Al¬ 
bright.  The  portraits,  16  X  20  inches, 
depict  the  historic  Methodists  in 
brownish  shades  in  pen  and  ink 


drawings. 

“After  admiring  the  portraits  which 
the  church  had  bought,”  Mr.  Williams 
recalled,  "one  committee  member 
asked,  "Weren’t  any  blacks  involved  in 
Methodist  history?’ 

"I  believe  it  is  generally  known  that 
Richard  Allen  and  Harry  Hosier  were 
prominent  in  early  Methodist  history," 
Mr.  Williams  said.  "Harry  Hosier,  better 
known  as  ‘Black  Harry,’  was  a  minister 
and  companion  to  Bishops  Coke  and 
Asbury.  Richard  Allen  was  the  first 
black  American  ordained  and  licensed  to 
preach  in  America.  He  also  founded  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

“The  omission  of  the  two  men  is  one  of 
those  things  that  can  happen  in  a  racist 
society.  Ethnics  always  have  a  hard  time 
feeling  included,”  he  said.  Mr.  Williams 
and  his  congregation  of  325  are  white,  but 


"one  black  woman  visits  the  church 
occasionally." 

"With  the  support  of  the  congregation, 
the  bicentennial  committee  commis¬ 
sioned  my  mother,  artist  Laura  Williams, 
to  draw  a  portrait  of  the  two  men  to 
expand  our  local  collection  of  historic 
prints,"  he  explained.  “Also,  the  Kansas 
West  Conference’s  Commission  on  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Race  paid  for  300  prints  of  Ms. 
William’s  originals.  (About  150  prints 
remain  at  the  conference  office,  and  they 
are  available  to  the  public  for  a  $1.50 
mailing  fee.) 

“In  my  position  as  secretary  of  the 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  I 
wrote  to  Cokesbury  and  asked  why  the 
historical  blacks  were  omitted  and  of¬ 
fered  our  portraits  for  inclusion  in  the 
set." 

Charles  R.  Custer,  national  marketing 


director  at  Cokesbury,  told  the  Reporter, 
“We  thought  it  was  a  good  idea  to  add  the 
two  men.  There  was  no  racism  involved. 
Our  initial  research  indicated  only  eight 
historical  figures.  After  Mr.  Williams' 
letter  we  looked  a  little  closer  and 
decided  to  include  two  more  persons. 

“We  were  unable  to  use  the  portrait 
they  offered  because  it  was  incompatible 
with  the  engraved  look  of  the  original 
set,”  he  continued.  “An  artist  was  com¬ 
missioned  to  complete  a  rendering  of  the 
two  black  historical  figures  a  few  months 
ago.  These  prints  will  be  included  with 
the  original  set.  The  expanded  collection 
will  be  available  by  late  February,  and 
the  price  will  remain  at  $9.95." 

Mr.  Williams  said,  "I  am  very  pleased 
with  the  results.  And  the  church  is  proud 
that  our  bicentennial  committee  was  so 
observant." 


TV  show  honors  Methodist  women 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  Segments  of  ‘‘A  Lost  History,”  the  NBC- 
produced  one-hour  special  featuring  the  role  of  women  in  200  years  of 
Methodism  in  America,  were  shot  at  historic  John  Street  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  John  Street  church  site  dates  to  1768  and  owes  its  origin  to 
efforts  of  Methodist  pioneer  Barbara  Heck.  Shown  here  with  host  Lynn 
Redgrave  are:  William  McClurken,  National  Council  of  Churches  represen¬ 
tative,  and  Ben  Logan,  writer.  United  Methodist  Communications  senior 
producer. 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Ask  history 
buffs  to  name  the  people  who  influenced 
Methodism  in  America  and  the  names 
John  Wesley,  Francis  Asbury,  and  per¬ 
haps  Richard  Allen  roll  quickly  off  their 
tongues. 

But  the  courage,  influence  and  minis¬ 
tries  of  Harriet  Tubman,  Maggie  Van 
Cott,  Mary  McLeod  Bethune  and 
Frances  Willard  are  often  ignored  or  for¬ 
gotten  as  shapers  of  the  Methodist 
movement. 

The  "lost  histories"  of  these  and  many 
other  women  are  the  subject  of  a  one- 
hour  television  documentary  to  be 
released  in  March  by  NBC-TV. 

"A  Lost  History,”  with  host  actress 
Lynn  Redgrave,  chronicles  the  often 
untold  stories  of  women  who  have  in¬ 
fluenced  the  Wesleyan  movement  in  the 
United  States  since  before  the  1784 
Christmas  Conference.  The  project  was 
initiated  by  the  Pan  Methodist  Bicenten¬ 
nial  Committee  and  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  of  Christ  as  part  of  the  year¬ 
long  celebration  of  the  200th  birthday  of 
American  Methodism. 

The  program,  scheduled  to  air  Sunday, 
March  18  at  1  p.m.  EST,  combines 
historical  sketches,  personal  anecdotes, 
photographs  and  drawings  of  such 
persons  as  Harriet  Tubman  —  conductor 
of  the  anti-slavery  "underground  rail¬ 
road"  —  with  interviews  with  modern- 
day  church  women. 

Other  famous  women  from  Methodist 
history  discussed  in  the  documentary 
include: 

•  Barbara  Heck  —  The  "Mother  of 
Methodism”  who  founded  John  Street 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  York 
City  after  she  discovered  her  unchurched 
Irish  American  cousins  gambling  in  her 
kitchen.  Class  meetings  and  worship 
services  began  in  1766,  and  the  church 
was  erected  two  years  later. 

•  Mary  McLeod  Bethune  —  The  15th 
child  of  former  slaves  who  went  on  to 
become  "the  most  influential  black 
woman  in  American  history.”  An 
educator  and  lecturer,  she  founded 
Bethune-Cookman  College,  one  of  12 
historically  black  colleges  related  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

•  Frances  Willard  —  An  early 
opponent  of  “sexist  language,"  she  and 
four  other  women  were  refused  seats  as 
delegates  at  the  1887  General  Conference 
because  only  "laymen"  could  be 
recognized.  As  president  of  the  former 
Women’s  Christian  Temperance  Union, 
she  steered  the  group  from  a  one-issue 
platform  to  address  the  women’s  rights 
issues. 

•  Isabella  Thobum  —  The  first  woman 
Methodist  missionary  whose  work  was 


not  considered  merely  an  extension  of 
her  husband’s  ministry.  She  started  a 
school  for  women  in  India. 

The  women  of  the  past  are  compared 
with  today’s  leaders,  like  Bishop 
Marjorie  Matthews  of  the  Wisconsin 
Area,  the  first  woman  bishop  in  any 
major  U.S.  denomination. 

A  final  segment  of  the  program 
features  conversations  with  church 
leaders  of  today  including  Theressa 
Hoover,  head  of  United  Methodism’s 
Women’s  Division;  Carolyn  Oehler, 
president  of  the  General  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women,  and 
Carolyn  DeSwarte  Gifford,  coordinator 
of  the  women’s  history  project  for  the 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History. 

Ben  Logan  of  United  Methodist 
Communications  first  approached  NBC 
with  an  idea  for  "A  Lost  History”  after 
several  other  ideas  were  dismissed  by 
the  network  as  "not  being  marketable  for 
a  general  audience.” 

Ms.  Redgrave,  said  Mr.  Logan,  has 
demonstrated  a  great  deal  of  interest  in 
the  histories  of  the  women  discussed  in 
the  documentary. 

The  filming  took  Mr.  Logan  and  crew 
across  the  United  States,  from  New  York 
and  John  Street  Church  where  Ms.  Red¬ 
grave’s  scenes  were  filmed,  to  Tucson, 
Ariz.,  where  a  Methodist  laywoman 
today  operates  a  modern-day  "under¬ 
ground  railroad”  for  Central  American 
refugees. 

Air  time  for  the  program  was  obtained 
,,  by  the  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  which  allocated  two  hours  of 
donated  network  time  for  programs  of 
the  Methodist  Bicentennial.  The  first 
show,  a  Pan  Methodist  Christmas  Eve 
worship  service,  was  aired  in  1983. 

Mr.  Logan  estimated  production  costs 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Reminder:  March  1  is  the  postmark 
deadline  for  petitions  to  the  1984  General 
Conference. 

"The  Book  of  Discipline"  spells  out  all 
rules  for  filing  petitions,  and  General 
Conference  officials  designate  one  per¬ 
son  as  petitions  secretary.  It  is  that 
person’s  duty  to  receive,  record  and 
assign  each  petition  to  the  Conference’s 
appropriate  legislative  committee. 

Ten  such  committees  at  this  year’s 
General  Conference  will  then  receive  as¬ 
signed  petitions,  debate  them  and  report 
their  recommendations  to  the  legislative 
body. 


for  the  network  at  $170,000,  not  including 
costs  for  the  air  time. 

Kay  Cottrell,  director  of  marketing  for 
United  Methodist  Communications,  said. 
“We’re  asking  people  to  write  or  call 
their  local  affiliate  stations  to  help  insure 


The  “Discipline" specifies: 

"Any  organization,  minister  or  lay 
member  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
may  petition  the  General  Conference  in 
the  following  manner: 

"1.  Two  copies  of  the  petition  must  be 
sent  to  the  petitions  secretary. 

"2.  Each  petition  must  address  only 
one  paragraph  of  the  Discipline  or  one 
issue. 

"3.  Each  petition  must  be  signed  by  the 
person  submitting  it,  accompanied  by 
appropriate  identification,  such  as 
address,  local  church,  or  United  Method¬ 
ist  board  or  agency  relationship. 

"4.  Petitions  must  be  postmarked  by  a 


the  broadcast  of  “A  Lost  History.'  We 
think  it  will  be  enjoyed  by  general 
audiences  as  well  as  by  Methodists.  ” 
Videotapes  of  the  documentary  will  be 
available  for  sale  or  rent  after  the  initial 
broadcast  in  March,  she  added. 


national  postal  service  no  later  than  60 
days  prior  to  the  opening  session  of  the 
General  Conference. 

“5.  If  petitions  are  transmitted  by  a 
means  other  than  a  national  postal 
service,  they  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
petitions  secretary  no  later  than  45  days 
prior  to  the  opening  session  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference.” 

The  1984  General  Conference  opens 
May  1  in  Baltimore. 

The  address  to  which  all  petitions 
should  be  sent  is : 

Petitions  Secretary 
P.O.  Box  28809 
San  Jose,  CA  95159 


$25,000  raised  to  repair  fire  damage 

Houston’s  First  UMC 


gets  Baptist  Sympathy 


March  1  petition  deadline  hovers 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

HOUSTON  —  When  the  senior  minister 
of  12,600-member  First  United  Methodist 
Church  here  "hurries  up”  his  televised 
service  and  gives  the  pastor  of  16,000- 
member  First  Baptist  Church  10  minutes 
of  "free  time"  on  camera,  there  must  be 
a  reason. 

And  there  is.  Because  the  Rev.  John 
Bisagno  of  First  Baptist  Church  came 
here  Feb.  5  with  a  check  for  $25,000 
payable  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church. 

It’s  a  part  of  one  church’s  response  to 
another’s  emergency. 

Fire  Dec.  27  heavily  damaged  the  UMC 
sanctuary.  Actual  damage  in  dollar 
terms  can’t  be  estimated  until  specialists 
such  as  organ  rebuilders  and  stained- 
glass  designers  submit  their  estimates. 

The  two  churches  —  Baptist  and  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  —  used  to  be  neighbors 
downtown.  But  the  Baptists  moved  to  the 
suburbs  some  years  ago  and  grew 
spectacularly. 


Dr.  Bisagno  remembered  his  friends 
downtown,  though,  and  in  his  televised 
service  Jan.  29  he  asked  members  and 
viewers  to  give  to  a  special  offering  for 
United  Methodist  remodeling.  The 
$25,000  was  the  immediate  response,  and 
more  was  expected. 

First  UMC  senior  minister  the  Rev. 
Bill  Hinson  told  the  Reporter  his  congre¬ 
gation  hopes  to  move  out  of  rented 
worship  space  in  a  hotel  back  to  the 
sanctuary  by  early  March,  even  if  they 
have  to  move  folding  chairs  in  on  Sunday 
mornings  and  back  out  that  afternoon  to 
leave  room  for  workmen  during  the 
week. 

Sanctuary  remodeling  should  be 
completed  in  late  summer,  he  said,  and 
the  organ  rebuilt  "to  an  equivalent  of  100 
ranks  of  pipes,”  which  he  said  should 
make  it  “one  of  the  top  five  organs  in  the 
country.”  He  said  a  special  dedicatory 
recital  will  be  scheduled  on  the  organ  this 
fall. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Billy  Graham  out  of  hospital 


ROCHESTER,  Minn.  (RNS)  - 
Evangelist  Billy  Graham  was  re¬ 
leased  from  the  Methodist  Hospital  in 
Rochester,  Minn.,  Feb.  2  and  will  rest 
in  seclusion  for  two  weeks  after  being 
treated  for  an  inner-ear  infection  and 
an  acute  sinus  condition. 

Joanne  Johnson,  a  press  aid  in  the 
Billy  Graham  Evangelistic  Asso¬ 


ciation  in  Minneapolis,  said,  “I  don’t 
know  if  he’s  leaving  the  country  or 
not." 

Mr.  Graham  is  planning  eight 
evangelistic  crusades  this  year,  inclu¬ 
ding  two  months  of  preaching  in  En¬ 
gland  in  the  spring.  His  next  crusade 
is  scheduled  to  begin  March  11  in  An¬ 
chorage,  Alaska. 


HOUSTON  —  Charred  window  frames,  burned-out  stained  glass 
windows,  and  a  missing  staircase  are  reminders  of  the  late-December  fire 
at  First  UMC  here,  largest  congregation  in  the  denomination. 

PHOTO  BY  Al.STUDKBAKKK 
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Religion  and  presidential  hopefuls 

Most  not  eager ,  or  are  unable ,  to  talk  of  church  links 


The  swearing  in  of  John  F.  Kennedy  in  1960  as  the  nation's  first  Roman 
Catholic  president  marked  a  major  turning  point  in  national  concern  over  re¬ 
ligious  influence  on  the  presidency.  religious  news  service  photo 


By  CHARLES  AUSTIN 
Religious  News  Service 

God  has  never  run  for  public  office  in 
the  United  States,  but  politicians  have 
been  symbolically  putting  the  deity  on 
the  ticket  beside  themselves  since  the 
earliest  days  of  the  republic. 

Until  recently,  however,  it  was  a 
clearly  Protestant  God  invoked  by 
candidates  for  high  national  office.  Even 
into  this  century,  some  smaller  political 
parties  had  anti-Catholicism  as  a  major 
tenet.  Catholics  might  have  held  power  in 
cities  like  Boston  or  New  York,  but  it  took 
John  F.  Kennedy’s  victory,  in  1960,  to 
convince  the  nation  that  a  Catholic  could 
be  elected  to  the  presidency. 

In  today’s  political  climate,  however, 
religious  tolerance  prevails  to  the  extent 
that  it  is  virtually  impossible  to 
characterize  the  religious  beliefs  of  those 
running  for  the  presidency  in  1984. 

There  are  no  Catholics  in  this  year’s 
race,  and  there  have  never  been  any 
Jewish  candidates.  Nonetheless,  the 
range  of  religious  views  expressed  by  the 
candidates  reveals  the  various  roles 
religion  plays  in  American  political  life. 
The  fact  that  some  candidates  make 
relatively  little  of  their  personal  faith 
also  indicates  a  greater  tolerance  in  the 
nation  for  those  willing  to  admit  that  they 
are  less  than  active  in  spiritual 
activities. 

President  Reagan  had  relatively  little 
formal  contact  with  religion  until  he 
came  to  public  life,  but  he  considers 
himself  an  “evangelical”  and  has 
vigorously  courted  the  votes  of  that 
segment  of  American  Protestantism. 

This  year’s  presidential  race  contains 
the  most  overtly  religious  campaign  in 
American  history  thanks  to  the  Rev. 
Jesse  Jackson,  the  first  black  and  the 
first  clergyman  to  become  a  major 
candidate  for  the  presidential 
nomination. 

The  other  Democratic  candidates  have 
not  tried  to  match  Mr.  Jackson’s  religious 
fervor,  though  several  of  them  are  also 
schooled  in  biblical  language.  Two  candi¬ 
dates  are  sons  of  preachers,  and  three 
went  to  a  seminary. 


Beautiful  Middle  Europe 
And  The  Passion  Play 
August  3-11, 1984 
The  carefree  vacation  that  feeds  your 
soul  but  doesn’t  forget  comfort.  Move 
into  a  thousand  years  of  cultural  history 
on  a  tour  that  selects  only  the  best  of 
magnificent  art  and  architecture, 
medieval  villages  and  vibrant  cities,  a 
Rhine  cruise  and  Germany’s  fairy  tale 
Romantic  Road,  with  a  finale  in  fun- 
loving  Munich.  And  of  course  the 
PASSION  PLAY  at  OBERAMMER- 
GAU,  first  class  all  the  way. 

Perkins  School  of  Theology  Dean  and 
Mrs.  James  Kirby  can  take  only  32 
guests,  so  call  quickly. 

$2,995  includes  all  transportation, 
hotels,  admissions,  most  meals, 
many,  many  extras. 

SMU  SCHOOL  OF 
CONTINUING  EDUCATION 
(214  )  692-2339 


GREECE:  "IN  THE  FOOTSTEPS  OF  PAUL" 
Comprehensive  tour  with  trained  leaders.  June  25- 
July  9.  1984  Includes  Greek  Island  Cruise  with 
excellent  accommodations  throughout.  Take 
advantage  by  joining  this  small  group  with 
experienced  leadership.  Contact:  Doug  Fleming. 
4134  E  31.  Tulsa.  OK  74134:  Ph  (918 »  742-6796,  481- 
0896 _ 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  Orange. 
Texas  is  looking  for  a  music-youth  director  to 
maintain  high  standards  of  a  choral  program 
including  five  choirs  and  handbells  and  give 
direction  to  a  fine  youth  program.  Will  consider 
person  either  for  music  or  youth  Salary  above 
average  Please  send  full  resume  to  Mr.  Joe  Powell. 
Chairman,  Pastor-Parish  Committee.  502  Sixth 
Street,  Orange.  TX  77630. _ 

TWENTY-TWO  year/veteran  of  community 
organization,  gerontology,  domestic  and  overseas 
missionary  work,  on  multiple  staff  in  Methodist 
congregation:  interested  in  re-locating  to  South¬ 
eastern  coastal  area  offering  challenge  in  older  adult 
ministry,  retirement  centers,  community 
organization,  social  outreach  or  volunteer 
management.  Contact  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas.  Texas  75222. _ 

WELLSPRING  RENEWAL  CENTER,  Philo. 
California  is  looking  for  an  Assistant 
Director/Resident  Manager  beginning  October.  1984. 
Applicants  should  have  familiarity  with  retreat 
center  ministry,  skills  in  programming,  publicity 
office  organization  and  property  management.  To 
apply  send  resume  to  Daphne  Macneil.  c/o 
Wellspring.  Box  332.  Philo.  CA  95466  Application 
Deadline  April  20. _ _ 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  (Education  &  youth  work 
emphasis  i  —  i.OOO-member  church.  Salary 
negotiable  Send  resume  to  Staff  Committee.  Box 

1510,  Harlingen.  TX  78551 .  _ 

ORGANIST  METHODIST  WITH  CHURCH  AND 
college  experience  desires  prosperous  location. 
Contact  Charles  Dirr.  Box  265,  Arcadia.  Florida 
33821.  (813  )  494-3605. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 
growing  downtown  2.150  church.  Salary  negotiable. 
Hospitalization  and  retirement  provided  Buncombe 
Street  United  Methodist  Church.  Drawer  1988, 
Greenville.S  C  29602 

DCE:  Part-time  —  20  hrs./wk.  mostly  with  children 
&  adults  Growing  church.  Contact  Dr  Mont  Duncan. 
Vamo  United  Methodist  Church.  8521  Vamo  Rd.. 
Sarasota.  FL 33581  


POSITION  AVAILABLE  Executive  Director  of 
United  Methodist  Homes  in  Topeka.  Kansas,  a  424- 
bed  facility  in  two  locations  Salary  negotiable. 
Resume  and  application  deadline:  February  15. 1984. 
Contact  H.  T.  Paul.  201  S.  Kansas  Ave  .  Topeka.  KS 
86600 _ 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  for  growing  900-member 
church  Full  graded  choir  program  including 
handbell  choirs.  Send  resume  to  Wesley  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church.  3405  Peerless  Road. 
Cleveland.  TN  37311.  _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  PUBLIC  RELATIONS  Marketing 
and  Development.  Evenglow  Lodge  Retirement 
Center.  215  E  Washington.  Pontiac.  IL  61764. 
Resumes  to  Al  Weinbender.  Administrator 


DIRECTOR  OF  FAMILY  MINISTRIES.  Present 
responsibilities  —  Youth  Ministry  and  Education 
Salary  —  $17,000  and  negotiable  Hope  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  P  0.  Box  400.  Hope.  AR  71801  Phone 
(501 1 777-8816. _ 

POSITION  OPEN  Year  Round  Manager  East  Bay 
Camp.  Bloomington.  Illinois  Send  resume  by  March 
31  to  Ralph  Dude.  Box  2050.  Bloomington.  IL  61701. 

1 309>  828-5092 


RECORD  OF  CONTRIBUTIONS  system  for  IBM- 
PC-XT  Accounts  for  offerings  Reports  to  donors. 
User  friendly  plus  more  $825  > 713>  937-9535.  Micro- 
Dynamics.  P.O  Box  40691.  Houston.  TX 77240. 


They  are  less  eager  to  make  their  per¬ 
sonal  faith  or  religious  imagery  an  in¬ 
tegral  part  of  their  bid  for  office. 

Some  political  advisers  believe  that  too 
specific  an  expression  of  religious  faith 
may  rekindle  subconscious  prejudices  in 
the  minds  of  voters  or  raise  the  specter  of 
a  narrowly  sectarian  president. 

UM bishops  react: 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Bishops  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church's  five  regional  U.S.  jurisdictions 
have  expressed  great  concern  about  the 
recent  formation  of  an  independent  UM 
missionary-sending  agency  (see  Re¬ 
porter,  Jan.  9  and  27). 

However,  dominant  in  the  bishops’  offi¬ 
cial  statements  are  concerns  about  long¬ 
term  “unresponsiveness' ’  by  the  church’s 
official  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  that  provoked  the  start  of  the  new 
agency. 

All  but  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction’s 
bishops  specifically  said  they  will  not 
support  the  new  “Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists.” 

But  none  made  suggestions  for  directly 
trying  to  impede  the  society’s  announced 
efforts  to  “supplement”  Global 
Ministries’  work  overseas. 

Bishop  Jesse  DeWitt,  president  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries,  at  the  end  of  last  year  ask¬ 
ed  all  bishops  to  suggest  responses  to  the 
Mission  Society  and  its  potential  threat  to 
the  church’s  funding  patterns  and  order. 

Most  bishops  agreed  that,  related  to 
this  and  other  factors,  the  UMC  is  in  a 
crisis  that  threatens  its  connectional 
system. 

The  Mission  Society  was  formed  out¬ 
side  institutional  structures  in  November 
in  St.  Louis  by  a  group  of  some  three 
dozen  large-church  pastors,  missions 
professionals  and  “evangelical  activ¬ 
ists.”  It  has  a  staff  executive  with  offices 


CHRISTIAN  HERITAGE  TOUR  THROUGH 
EUROPE  —  Italy.  Switzerland.  France.  Germany. 
London.  March  26-April  9  NYC  Departure. 
Personally  escorted  by  UMC  Pastor  Earle  Rabb. 
9625  Military  Trail.  Palm  Beach  Gardens,FL  33410. 
Free  brochure. 


PASSION  PLAY/HEART-OF-EUROPE  Tour  July 
1984.  17  days,  including  East/West  Germany, 
Austria.  Switzerland.  Czechoslovakia  For 
information  write  Rev  J.  U.  Guerry,  4515  38  Avenue. 
N-  St.  Petersburg,  FL  33713. _ 

EUROPEAN  TOUR  AND  OBERAMMERGAU 
PASSION  Play.  June  23-July  9.  1984  Amsterdam. 
Boat  trip  on  the  Rhine.  Germany.  Lichtenstein, 
Switzerland.  Tyrolean  Alps  Two  days  in  Vienna 
Austria  Experienced  tour  host.  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Raymond  Knowles.  1340  Woodlawn,  Canon  City,  CO 
81212.  Phone  (303  )  275-8976.  Tour  group  limited  to  35 
OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY  TOURS:  Two 
16-day  tours  departing  Denver.  CO  or  NYC.  Rev. 
James  Barnes,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church. 
Denver.  Tour  host  June  14-29  —  Passion  Play  &  Holy 
Land.  Mt.  Nebo.  Amman.  Galilee,  Jerusalem  4 
Masada.  July  17-Aug.  1  —  Passion  Play  &  Danube 
Capitals.  Salzburg.  Prague.  Budapest  &  Vienna.  For 
brochure  write  1820  Broadway.  Denver,  CO  80202  or 
call  (303)  839-1493. _ 

18-DAY  SPRING  TOUR  to  Egypt.  Israel.  Greece. 
Turkey  Visiting:  Paris.  Cairo.  Jerusalem  and  the 
Holy  ’  Land.  Athens.  Corinth,  and  3-day 
Mediterranean  cruise  to  Island  of  Patinos,  and 
ancient  Ephesus  Departing  Los  Angeles  April  22, 
1984.  Can  arrange  departure  from  other  cities  served 
by  Air  France.  For  details  contact:  Rev.  Joseph  H. 
Pritchard,  601  N.  Pratt.  Carson  City.  NV  89701. 
Telephone  ( 702 )  882-64W  _ 

IT  IS  NOW  THE  BI  CENTENNIAL  year.  1984  You 
will  want  to  read  the  new  Asbury  biography.  Bishop 
Francis  Asbury.  Field  Marshall  of  the  Lord  Asbury 
performed  for  American  Methodism  what  Wesley 
did  for  England  and  held  it  true  to  the  Wesleyan 
doctrine  Bishop  Calvin  McConnell  evaluates  the 
book  as  follows:  "It  is  a  marvelous  book  and  the  best 
that  I  have  read  on  the  life  of  this  indomitable  leader 
in  American  Wesleyanism  "  Orders  may  be  sent  to 
Dr.  W  G.  Smeltzer,  4601  East  Asbury  Circle.  Denver. 
CO  80222  Payment  of  $12  must  accompany  the  order 


HOW  DOES  OUR  CHRISTIAN  FAITH  fit  in  this 
computerized  world?  Write:  Network  for 
Christianity.  P.O.  Box  8645.  Mpls  MN  55408.  'a  bi¬ 
monthly  publication!  enclose  $12.00/2  yrs.  plus 
name,  address 

CHURCHES  OF  1.000  or  more  members  using 
computers  and  willing  to  help  pastor  with  doctoral 
project  on  "The  Contribution  of  the  Computer  to  the 
Management  of  the  Large  Church."  write  or  call: 
Floyd  Stradley.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  210 
W  Church.  Champaign.  IL 61820.  (217  )  356-9078 

LOSS  BY  FIRE  OR  THEFT  Do  you  know  your 
home's  entire  contents  for  insurance  purposes, 
contact  Harry  Hansen.  1700  Seaspray  Cr  1012. 
Houston.  TX  77008  for  a  complete  photo  inventory 


FOR  RENT  —  Our  mountain  home  on  large  acreage 
adjoining  Y.M.C.A.  conference.  Estes  Park. 
Colorado.  Completely  furnished  Harold  Case.  6070 
Brentwood.  Arvada .  CO  80004 


STAY  WITHIN  YOUR  19W  BUDGET  Budget 
analysis  for  churches.  Free  consultation.  Computer 
Resources  and  Technology.  710  Sugarplum  Circle. 
Sugar  Land.  TX  77478.  (713)491-5154. 


DOES  LEADING  SONGS  around  a  campfire, 
walking  down  wooded  paths,  sharing  God  s  love  with 
a  child,  working  with  other  Christians,  skiing  across 
a  glassy  lake  and  teaching  children  how  to  ride 
horses  sound  like  a  good  way  to  spend  a  summer?  If 
your  answer  is  yes.  contact  YMCA  Camp  Cullen  for 
employment  information.  YMCA  Camp  Cullen.  Rt.  2. 
Box  135-D.  Trinitv.  TX  75862  (  713' 659-2733.  ( 409  )  594- 
2274 


They  have  reason  to  be  concerned 
about  backing  a  candidate  who  might 
seem  “too  religious.”  Though  there  was 
not  a  great  deal  of  anti-Catholicism 
during  the  Kennedy  campaign,  the 
candidate’s  advisers  did  take  pains  to 
make  it  clear  that  a  contemporary 
American  Catholic  in  public  office  need 


in  Atlanta  and  has  received  applications 
from  potential  missionaries. 

Western 

In  a  brief  response,  the  Western  Juris¬ 
diction  bishops  said  they  are  opposed  to 
the  creation  of  the  Mission  Society.  They 
asked  that  the  full  Council  of  Bishops 
give  "serious  attention”  to  the  matter. 

South  Central 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  bishops  said 
they  share  some  of  the  Mission  Society’s 
questions  about  Global  Ministries’ 
philosophy,  personnel,  policy  and  pro¬ 
gram  which  prompted  formation  of  the 
mission  society.  “We  call  attention  to 
prolonged  efforts  by  various  United 
Methodists  to  secure  serious  con¬ 
sideration  of  a  more  renresentative 
mission  program.” 

These  bishops  urged  Global  Ministries 
to  take  steps  “to  reflect  more  truly  the 
inclusive  and  pluralistic  nature  of  our 
connection.” 

They  also  asked  the  Council  of  Bishops 
to  "address  the  entire  matter  and  urged 
General  Conference  delegates  to  enact 
procedures  to  bring  about  “desirable 
changes”  in  Global  Ministries. 

At  the  same  time,  they  asked  United 
Methodists  to  continue  to  support  mis¬ 
sions  through  “established  channels.” 

North  Central 

Global  Ministries  “has  not  always 
heard  or  been  responsive  to  the  concerns 
expressed  at  the  level  of  the  local  church 
and  annual  conference,”  said  the  North 
Central  Jurisdiction  bishops.  “Dialogue 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  The  four  United  Methodist 
bishops  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
pledged  here  Feb.  7  to  do  what  they  can 
to  raise  funds  to  help  pay  off  the  nearly 
$200,000  debt  incurred  by  the  Media  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  Council  which  serves  the  two  states 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  3). 

A  “fair  share”  goal  was  to  be  worked 
out  for  each  bishop  and  his  episcopal 
area.  The  council  is  owned  and  operated 
by  the  seven  annual  conferences  in  the 
two  states. 

A  two-year  debt-repayment  period  is 
envisioned.  Even  so,  the  bishops  agreed 
that  their  emphasis  will  start  right  away, 
particularly  ahead  of  General  Confer¬ 
ence  when  several  church-wide  funding 

i  Correction 

In  the  Feb.  10  article  entitled  “Rio 
Grande  pastors  need  green  in  golden 
years,”  the  Reporter  incorrectly  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Rev.  Alfredo  Nanez  instead 
of  to  his  brother,  the  Rev.  Jose  Nanez. 
The  Reporter  regrets  the  error. 


African  Palms 

jf  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  income 
averages  $55  per  year  to  buy  the  bore 
necessities  of  life  and  to  help  fill 
agricultural,  educational, 
vocational  and  health  needs.  All 
work  done  in  this  country  is 
volunteered.  Orders  ore 
acknowledged  and  must  be 
received  by  March  15  to  assure 
delivery  by  Palm  Sunday.  Rates 
based  on  $6.00  per  100.  $3.00  per  50.  in 
multiples  of  50.  Only  individual-sized 
palm  crosses  are  available.  Inquiries 
invited.  Include  your  street  address 
for  United  Parcel  Service  delivery 
AFRICAN  PALMS.  P.  O.  Box  575. 

Olney.  MD  20832. 


not  look  only  to  the  Vatican  for  advice  on 
moral  and  political  issues. 

As  an  active  Southern  Baptist, 
President  Jimmy  Carter  was  at  ease 
talking  about  his  personal  faith.  He  read 
the  Bible  and  prayed  each  day  and 
occasionally  led  a  Sunday  School  class. 

Secular  media  reporters,  often 
unfamiliar  with  the  ethos  of  the  Baptist 
South,  were  sometimes  puzzled  by  a 
modern  president  who  read  the  Bible 
every  day  and  had.  regular  family 
devotional  periods.  News  stories 
occasionally  misinterpreted  the  way 
President  Carter  spoke  about  his  faith. 

Because  the  nation  has  learned  to  live  — 
sometimes  reluctantly  —  with  religious 
pluralism,  the  faith  of  the  candidates  is 
not  likely  to  be  a  campaign  issue.  But 
Americans  also  like  to  believe  that  their 
presidents  believe  all  the  candidates  will, 
therefore,  attempt  to  build  a  moral  base 
under  their  party’s  platform,  calling  upon 
vaguely  defined  Eternal  Truths  in  support 
of  their  policies.  And  the  victor  in  Novem¬ 
ber’s  election  will  take  his  oath  of  office 
with  his  hand  laid  upon  the  Bible  as  a  sym¬ 
bol  of  the  Judaeo-Christian  heritage  the 
nation  prizes. 


and  openness  will  encourage  a  sense  of 
ownership  that  is  necessary  if  our  people 
are  to  feel  pride  in  the  Board’s  accom¬ 
plishments.” 

The  bishops  said  they  support  the 
denomination’s  official  commitment  to 
having  only  one  missions  agency  and 
said  it  is  “inappropriate”  to  establish  an¬ 
other  one,  “especially  standing  outside 
the  established  lines  of  accountability  of 
the  connectional  system.” 

They  said  diversity  should  be  cele¬ 
brated  in  the  denomination  and  that  they 
do  not  think  it  necessary  to  take  “uni¬ 
lateral  initiatives”  that  erode  unity  in 
order  to  express  diversity. 

Northeastern 

“We  will  not  support  this  independent 
sending  agency”  because  it  is  outside  the 
established  lines  of  accountability, 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction  bishops  said. 

Recognizing  there  are  different  pre¬ 
vailing  points  of  view  about  the  per¬ 
formance  of  Global  Ministries,  the 
bishops  said  they  believe  any  needed  cor¬ 
rections  should  be  made  through  estab¬ 
lished  channels. 

Southeastern 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  bishops  re¬ 
leased  their  statement  earlier  (see 
Reporter,  Jan.  27). 

Following  four  sections  about  per¬ 
ceived  inadequacies  in  Global  Ministries, 
the  bishops  stated  a  fifth:  “We  are 
opposed  to  the  organization  of  a  second 
agency  to  send  missionaries  and  deplore 
the  circumstances  which  have  made 
some  of  our  people  feel  this  to  be 
necessary.” 


proposals  are  expected  to  be  offered. 

The  communications  council,  as  re¬ 
ported  earlier,  had  voted  to  restructure 
the  Media  Division’s  approximately 
$67,000  annual  “solid”  apportionment  in¬ 
come  to  begin  immediate  repayment  of 
interest  on  the  $156,000  loan  from  the 
Texas  Methodist  Foundation  and  to  begin 
repaying  vendors  holding  some  $38,000  in 
unpaid  accounts  from  the  Media 
Division. 

In  a  related  development,  the  Media 
Division  voted  to  recommend  that  its 
latest  and  most  in-debt  “spinoff,”  the 
Wesleyan  Satellite  Network  (WSNet), 
would  be  continued.  The  communications 
council  executive  committee  concurred 
with  that  aim  but  expressed  caution 
about  approving  any  new  WSNet 
emphasis  until  the  Media  Division's 
plans  for  eliminating  its  debt  are  solidi¬ 
fied.  The  executive  committee  did  affirm 
creation  of  a  small  advisory  group  to  con¬ 
sider  and  recommend  how  WSNet  might 
be  made  a  viable  telecommunications 
network. 

A  task  force  from  within  the  Media 
Division  is  to  explore  “a  new  design”  for 
WSNet.  The  division’s  executive 
director,  the  Rev.  Robert  L.  Robertson, 
said  he  was  instructed  to  spend  the  next 
30  days  “in  a  listening  posture.” 

The  communications  council  chair¬ 
person,  the  Rev.  Dan  Steere  of  Houston, 
said  his  understanding  is  that  Mr. 
Robertson  was  instructed  to  visit  the  an¬ 
nual  conferences  “to  gain  some  under¬ 
standing  of  what  council  directors  want 
to  see  in  the  overall  structure  of  the 
Media  Division,  not  just  of  WSNet.” 

The  division  announced  it  has  reduced 
its  operating  budget  to  $41,000,  including 
a  reduction  in  Mr.  Robertson’s  compen¬ 
sation  by  approximately  40  percent,  in 
order  to  free  other  income  for  debt  retire¬ 
ment.  Annual  conferences  in  the  two 
states  will  be  asked  to  continue  meeting 
their  apportionments  to  the  Media  Divi¬ 
sion  as  well  as  to  promote  Advance 
Specials  specifically  for  WSNet. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
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Homosexuality  lingers 
as  explosive  issue 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  1984 
General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  meet  May 
1-11  in  Baltimore.  Delegates  will 
wear  the  medallion  at  right.  Fol¬ 
lowing  is  the  seventh  in  a  17-part 
series  of  articles  summarizing 
major  issues  which  will  face  the 
delegates. 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Homosexuality  will  again  be  among 
the  most  volatile  issues  facing  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  United  Methodist  General 
Conference. 

As  in  1976  and  1980,  delegates  will  be 
subjected  to  a  variety  of  pressures 
from  all  sides  of  this  issue. 

More  than  two-thirds  of  the  73 ' 
annual  conferences  last  year  sent 
petitions  asking  General  Conference 
to  alter  the  denomination’s  stance  on 
homosexuality  in  one  way  or  another. 
Many  petitions  from  other  sources 
have  been  filed  on  the  same  subject. 

But  the  changes  they  request  are 
not  all  of  the  same  mind. 

The  nearly  1,000  General  Confer¬ 
ence  delegates  will  be  dealing  with 
suggested  changes  falling  primarily 
within  two  categories : 

•  Make  it  more  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  for  self-acknowledged 
practicing  homosexual  persons  to  be 
ordained  ministers. 

•  Make  the  church  more  open  to  and 
affirming  of  persons  who  are  homo¬ 
sexuals  —  including  ministers. 

Ordination  is  main  focus 

Most  of  the  petitioning  annual 
conferences  and  one  general  agency 
are  advocating  specific  restrictions 
against  ordaining  homosexuals,  thus 
matching  church  law  with  the  Social 
Principles  statement  that  “we  con¬ 
sider  the  practice  of  homosexuality 
incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching.” 

General  Conference  delegates  will 
be  offered  three  primary  choices: 

(1)  Maintain  the  status  quo. 

A  series  of  actions  within  the  UMC’s 
judicial  system  and  a  1982  ruling  by 
its  highest  court,  the  Judicial  Council, 
have  clearly  established  what  the 
denomination’s  legal  stance  is:  An 
annual  conference  is  free  to  deter¬ 
mine  who  it  will  ordain.  That  means  a 
conference  may  ordain  ministers  who 
identify  themselves  as  practicing 
homosexuals.  And  the  bishop  is  obli¬ 
gated  to  provide  an  appointment  for 
any  minister  who  is  voted  a  member 
“in  good  standing”  of  an  annual 
conference. 

Despite  the  magnitude  of  the 
controversy,  only  two  of  the  73  annual 
conferences  have  given  clergy 
appointments  to  persons  after  they 
publicly  acknowledged  their  homo¬ 
sexual  lifestyles.  On  this  fact  “gay 
rights”  advocates,  proponents  of  the 
traditional  Christian  stance,  and 
clergy  leaders  are  agreed. 

The  Rocky  Mountain  and  New  York 
Annual  Conferences  each  have  had 
only  one  case  like  that,  the  Reporter 
was  told. 

(2)  Prohibit  all  ordination  of 
avowed,  practicing  homosexuals. 

Most  annual  conferences  advocat¬ 
ing  this  option  are  using  language 
similar  to  that  proposed  by  the 
unofficial  “Good  News”  caucus  which 
would  add  to  the  “Book  of  Discipline” 
a  new  paragraph  saying  moral 
standards  for  clergy  “shall  at  least 
include  (a)  the  practice  of  Christ-like 
concern  for  and  ministry  with  all  sorts 
and  conditions  of  persons;  (b)  the 
practice  of  truthtelling,  responsibility 
and  integrity  in  all  relationships; 
(c)  affirmation  and  practice  of 
sexual  relationships  only  within  the 
covenant  of  heterosexual  marriage. 
Any  person  practicing  homosexuality 
shall  be  ineligible  for  candidacy, 
ordination,  appointment  or  re¬ 
appointment  by  a  bishop  within  the 
United  Methodist  Church." 

(3)  Establish  "fidelity  in  marriage 
and  celibacy  in  singleness”  as  a 
standard  for  clergy  sexual  behavior. 

Advocated  by  several  annual 
conferences  and  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry,  this  action  is  described  by  its 
supporters  as  a  traditional  Christian 
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tently  but  not  legalistically  to  all 
clergy,  whether  married  or 
unmarried. 

The  proposal  is  “a  positive  state¬ 
ment  about  what  the  church  would 
say  is  the  behavioral  norm,”  says  the 
Rev.  David  Lawson  of  Indianapolis 
and  chairman  of  the  legislative 
committee  of  the  board’s  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry. 

As  with  most  matters  regarding  the 
ordained  ministry,  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  would  decide  how  the  proposed 
statement  applies  toward  individual 
cases,  he  says. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Treese,  executive 
of  the  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry, 
says  the  proposed  seven-word 
addition  can  be  understood  properly 
only  when  it  is  read  with  the  para¬ 
graph  in  which  it  would  be  placed. 
Actually,  a  series  of  proposals  would 
place  the  seven  words  in  six  para¬ 
graphs  pertaining  to  various  forms  of 
ministry. 

Mr.  Treese  specifically  mentioned 
Para.  404.6  which  would  be  amended 
to  state  (addition  is  in  boldface)  that 
candidates  for  the  ministry  should 
“agree  for  the  sake  of  the  mission  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  the  world  and  the  most 
effective  witness  to  the  Christian 
gospel,  and  in  consideration  of  their 
influence  as  ministers,  to  make  a 
complete  dedication  of  themselves  to 
the  highest  ideals  of  the  Christian  life 
as  set  forth  in  Para.  67-76  (the  Social 
Principles)  and  to  this  end  agree  to 
exercise  responsible  self-control  by 
personal  habits  conducive  to  bodily 
health,  mental  and  emotional  matur¬ 
ity,  fidelity  in  marriage  and  celibacy 
in  singleness,  social  responsibility 
and  growth  in  grace  and  the  knowl¬ 
edge  and  love  of  God.” 

Attempts  to  remove  barriers 

In  addition  to  issues  linking  ordi¬ 
nation  and  homosexuality,  many  peti¬ 
tions  are  asking  for  the  removal  of 
what  they  term  are  barriers  to  homo¬ 
sexual  persons  participating  in  the 
church  and  being  ministered  to. 

These  petitions  come  from  several 
annual  conferences,  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
and  two  unofficial  caucuses,  Meth¬ 
odists  for  Social  Action  and  Affir¬ 
mation  ("gay”  and  lesbian  concerns). 

Their  proposals  include  requests  to: 

(1)  Rescind  Para.  906.13  which 
prohibits  church  agencies  from  giving 
funds  to  “gay”  caucuses  or  groups  or 
otherwise  to  “promote  the  acceptance 
of  homosexuality.” 

(2)  Change  the  Social  Principles 
statement.  It  currently  calls  for  min¬ 
istry  to  —  and  civil  rights  for  —  homo¬ 
sexuals  while  stating  that  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  “incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching.”  Some  proposals 
would  eliminate  the  “incompatible” 
phrase  and  add  that  ministry  should 
be  provided  to  all  persons  “regardless 
of  sexual  orientation  without  either  a 
condoning  or  condemning  attitude." 

(3)  Call  for  legal  sanctions  against 
persons  and  institutions  which 
discriminate  against  persons  because 
of  their  homosexuality.  Promoters  of 
this  at  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  said  they  would  anticipate 
that  passage  of  this  by  General 
Conference  would  imply  that  church 
institutions  should  refrain  from  such 
discrimination  also. 

(4)  Set  up  a  church-wide  study  of 
homophobia  (the  irrational  fear  of 
homosexuals  and  homosexuality). 

In  addition,  Affirmation  is  asking 
that  General  Conference,  as  a 
symbolic  gesture  of  openness  to 
homosexuals,  require  that  juris¬ 
diction  conference  committees  on  the 
episcopacy  (bishops)  include  at  least 
one  representative  who  is  an  openly 


moral  standard  to  be  applied  consis-  “gay”  man  or  lesbian  woman. 


En route  to  auard 

Minister  murdered 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DUBLIN,  Tex.  —  The  Rev.  John  Bas¬ 
ham,  55,  was  reported  brutally  beaten 
and  strangled  to  death  last  week  while 
en  route  to  attend  an  annual  Ministers’ 
Week  program  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  in  Dallas. 

The  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Dublin  (about  80  miles  south¬ 
west  of  Ft.  Worth)  was  reported  last  seen 
alive  on  Monday,  Feb.  6,  near  Dublin. 

His  body  was  found  Friday  morning  in 
a  ditch  north  of  there.  His  Volkswagen 
camper  was  discovered  Thursday  near 
Ranger  (about  40  miles  northwest  of 
Dublin)  with  a  flat  tire. 

Mr.  Basham  was  an  offensive  guard  on 
Southern  Methodist  University’s  football 
team  of  the  Doak  Walker-era  during  the 
late  '40s  which  SMU  fans  consider  the 
heyday  of  their  team. 

Since  1950,  Mr.  Basham  had  served 


churches  throughout  Central  Texas. 

Although  he  apparently  was  murdered 
on  Monday,  his  disappearance  wasn’t 
noticed  until  Tuesday  night  when  he  was 
to  have  received  an  award  at  a  banquet 
during  Ministers.’  Week,  said  the  Rev. 
Ervin  Gathings  of  the  Dallas-Ft.  Worth 
Area  office. 

At  the  banquet  when  Mr.  Basham's 
name  was  called  to  recognize  his  support 
for  United  Methodist-related  colleges, 
his  absence  was  noted  and  his  district 
superintendent  accepted  the  award  for 
him. 

Contacted  by  Mrs.  Basham,  a  son  who 
lives  in  Dallas  went  to  Perkins  later  that 
night  trying  to  locate  him.  During  the 
rest  of  the  week,  announcements  were 
made  over  the  Perkins  public  address 
system  asking  for  Mr.  Basham  and  ask¬ 
ing  if  anybody  had  seen  him. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
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The  planning  committee  for  the  Clown,  Mime  Workshop,  to  be  held  this  Summer  at 
LSU,  is  shown  above  in  their  February  4th  meeting  at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge.  Members  of  the  committee,  representing  various  areas  of  the  state,  are 
shown  in  the  bottom  and  top  left  photos.  Dr.  Tom  Nankervis,  nationally  known 
coordinator  of  Clown-Mime-Puppet  events,  is  shown  leading  the  group  in  the  top  right 
photo. 


‘Developing  Bible  Study  Skills  ’ 
Seminar  To  Be  Held  March  22 


How  can  I  experience  more  effective 
Bible  study?  What  skills  do  I  need  to  lead 
Bible  study?  Must  personal  Bible  study 
be  private?  These  and  many  other 
questions  will  be  discussed  at  the  March 
22  “Developing  Bible  Study  Skills” 
seminar  to  be  held  at  First  UMC  on  the 
corner  of  North  and  East  Boulevards  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

The  seminar  is  designed  for  teachers, 
ministers,  and  other  laypersons 
interested  in  fruitful  Bible  study. 

Dr.  Lynne  Deming,  editor  of  the 
“Genesis  to  Revelation  Series’’  and 
“Books  of  the  Bible:  A  Survey  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testament,’’  two  United 
Methodist  adult  curriculum  resources, 
will  lead  the  seminar.  Dr.  Deming 
earned  a  doctorate  in  Old  Testament 
Studies  from  Emory  University,  Atlanta, 
Ga.  and  a  master  of  divinity  from 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Atlanta.  She 
is  also  an  experienced  Bible  teacher  and 
writer. 

The  seminar,  sponsored  by  Cokesbury 
Educational  Services,  begins  at  9  a.m. 
and  ends  at  4  p.m.  with  registration  from 
8:30  to  9  a.m.  The  $40  registration  fee 
includes  registration,  leadership, 
materials,  lunch  and  breaks  For  two  or 


more  persons  attending  from  the  same 
church  the  registration  fee  is  $35  each. 

The  seminar  is  designed  to  help  people 
develop  the  basic  tools  for  study  of  the 
Scripture  and  make  personal  Bible  study 
more  meaningful.  A  variety  of  topics  are 
included:  “Our  Relationship  with  the 
Scripture,”  “Basic  Tools  for  Bible 
Study,”  “Use  of  the  Lectionary  in  Bible 
Study,”  “Integration  of  ‘Personal’  Bible 
Study  with  Worship,”  “Implementing 
Lectionary  Bible  Study  in  a  Variety 
of  Contexts,”  and  “Practical  Appli¬ 
cations.” 

Each  participant  is  asked  to  bring  a 
Bible  and  a  concordance. 

One  continuing  education  unit  (CEU) 
may  be  earned  by  those  participants  who 
register  for  the  CEU  credit  at  the 
beginning  of  the  seminar,  attend  the 
entire  seminar,  and  complete  the  post¬ 
assignment  within  thirty  days  after  the 
seminar.  Participants  will  receive  .7 
CEU  if  they  do  not  wish  to  complete  the 
post-  assignment. 

For  more  information  and  to  register 
contact:  Cokesbury  Service  Center, 
Seminar  Registration,  P.O.  Box  801, 
Nashville,  TN  37202, 615/749-6113. 


Clown,  Mime  Workshop 


Planned  For  LSU 


A  very  special  week  at  Louisiana  State 
University  (LSU)  in  Baton  Rouge  is 
planned  for  July  15-21, 1984.  Two  national 
workshops  will  take  place. 

The  first  workshop  to  be  held  during 
this  time  will  be  the  Clown,  Mime, 
Puppet  and  Dance  Workshop.  This  event 
will  bring  together  some  of  the  most 
gifted  teachers  and  performers  of  their- 
particular  craft.  Nationally  and 
internationally-known  Clowns  such  as 
Floyd  Shaffer  (Lutheran),  Bill  Peckham 
(United  Methodist),  Bill  Pindar 
(Presbyterian),  Carol  Phipps  (Southern 
Baptist),  David  Mura  (Roman  Catholic) 
and  many  others  will  provide  leadership. 
There  will  be  such  mime  artists  as  Reid 
Gilbert,  Ronlin  Foreman,  Roberta 
Nobleman,  Jackie  Walker,  and  Tom 
Woodward.  Puppet  artists  Adelaide 
Ortegal,  Ed  McDonald  and  Shirley 
Roman  will  be  participants  in  the 
workshop.  In  addition,  such  liturgical 
dancers  as  Carla  deSola,  Sylvia  Bryant 
(the  black  tradition),  and  Rosalie 
Brannigan  (dance  with  children)  will  be 
on  hand. 


During  the  same  week,  some  of  the 
most  gifted  storytellers  in  the  United 
States  will  lead  another  workshop  called 
“Storytelling  and  the  Religious 
Message.”  One  of  the  best  known 
storyteller  in  the  U.S.  —  Jay  O’Callahan 
—  will  perform  and  lead  workshops. 
Many  others  will  lead  workshops  on 
-  Biblical  storytelling,  parables,  Cajun 
stories,  and  stories  from  around  the 
world. 

Besides  workshop  experiences, 
individuals  and  groups  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  perform  and  do  ministry 
in  some  of  the  institutions  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  area.  They  will  also  experience 
several  performances  a  day  by  some  of 
those  gifted  artists. 

A  committee  of  persons  throughout 
Louisiana  has  worked  with  Dr.  Tom 
Nankervis  of  Nashville,  Tennessee  to 
develop  plans  for  this  year’s  workshops. 
Some  1,000  persons  from  across  the  U.S. 
are  expected  to  participate. 

For  further  information,  call  Rev. 
Willis  Dear  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  (504)383-4777. 


Groundbreaking  Held  At  Asbury  (1N.O.) 

The  January  8th  Groundbreaking  for  the  addition  to  Asbury  UMC,  New  Orleans- 
Houma  District,  is  shown  above.  The  General  Board  contractor,  Mr.  Bobby  Harrison, 
is  building  the  educational/sanctuary  enlargement  project.  Pictured  turning  the  first 
spade  are,  left  to  right:  Rev.  William  C.  Blakely,  District  Superintendent;  Rev. 
William  Jones,  Pastor;  and  Mr.  Eddie  Rose,  Administrative  Board  Chairperson. 


Cen  tenary  An  nounces 
Two  Endowed  Chairs 


History  was  made  at  Centenary 
College  when  President  Donald  A.  Webb 
announced  the  establishment  of  two 
endowed  professorial  chairs,  valued  at 
more  than  $1  million.  These  are  the 
seventh  and  eighth  endov&d  chairs  for 
Centenary  ;  never  before  have  two  been 
announced  simultaneously  in  the  158- 
year  history  of  the  college. 

One  is  the  Mary  Warters  Endowed 
Chair  of  Biology  honoring  Dr,  Warters, 
who  taught  at  Centenary  for  44  years. 
The  $500,000  gift  was  given  by  many 
former  students  of  Dr.  Warters, 
including  physicians  and  dentists  and 


other  friends  who  wished  to  recognize  the 
dedication  and  excellence  that  Dr. 
Warters  exhibited  in  her  teaching. 

The  other  chair  is  the  Ed  and  Gladys 
Hurley  Endowed  Chair  of  Music  for  a 
professorship  in  the  Hurley  School  of 
Music.  This  chair  will  be  funded  each 
year  through  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Hurley,  a 
longtime  friend  and  benefactor  of 
Centenary. 

Search  committees  will  be  appointed  to 
name  the  professors  to  fill  the  chairs.  It 
is  anticipated  that  the  installations  will 
take  place  during  the  1984-85  academic 
year. 


Conference  Calendar 

;;;  | 

March  1 984 

2  CWU  World  Day  of  Prayer  jr 

£  2  Dedication  of  Headquarters  Building,  11:00  a.m. 

$  3  School  for  Local  Pastor’s  License,  Ruston,  Trinity;  Baton  Rouge,  £ 

£  FUMC 

£  3  Listening  Session  Conf.  Delegation,  FUMC,  Baton  Rouge,  10:00  a.m.  £ 

£  3-5  UMW  West  Gulf  Regional  School  Planning  Team  £ 

£  4  Human  Relations  Day  and  Pulpit  Exchange,  Religion  &  Race  £ 

£  5  Listening  Session  Conf.  Delegation,  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  7:00  p.m.  £: 

£  6  Lectionary  Telecast  at  Noon  —  Int.  S.S.  Lesson,  7:30  p.m.  £ 

9  Jurisdiction  Youth  Conference,  Mt.  Sequoyah 
£  9-10  Conference  Youth  Event  for  Jr.  &  Sr.  High  Students,  “Service  of  Love  £: 

£  Retreat  —  South,”  Camp  Istrouma 

£  10  S.S.  Growth  &  Renewal  Workshop,  Baton  Rouge,  Broadmoor  UMC, 

•:  10:00  a.m. 

£  10  School  for  Local  Pastor’s  License,  Ruston,  Trinity;  Baton  Rouge,  £: 

|  FUMC  (Final)  £ 

£  11  La.  United  Methodist  Subscription  Campaign  Sunday  £ 

£  13  Lectionary  Telecast  at  Noon  —  Int.  S.S.  Lesson,  7:30  p.m.  £ 

£  13  La.  United  Methodist  Magazine,  8:00  p.m.  £ 

£  13  CFA  Spring  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  10:30  a.m.  .  £ 

£  14-15  CWU  State  Assembly,  Lake  Charles  £ 

£  14  Annual  Interviews  of  Local  Pastors,  Alexandria,  FUMC 
£  15  Annual  Interviews  of  Local  Pastors,  Baton  Rouge,  FUMC  £ 

£  15  Centenary  Board  of  Trustees  Meeting,  Noon  £ 

£  16-17  Church  Vocation  Retreat  —  New  Orleans-Houma,  New  Orleans-  Slidell  £ 

£  16-17  Conf.  Youth  Event  for  Jr.  &  Sr.  High  Students,  “Service  of  Love  £ 

£  Retreat-North,”  Caney  Conference  Centre  £ 

£  17  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Baton  Rouge,  FUMC,  10:00  a.m.  £ 

£  19  La.  Interchurch  Conf.  of  Campus  Ministries,  USL,  Laf.,  Bd.  of  Higher  £ 

£  Ed.  &  Campus  Ministry  :• 

20  Lectionary  Telecast  at  Noon  —  Int.  S.S.  Lesson  7:30  p.m.  £ 

£  20  La.  United  Methodist  Magazine  12:30  p.m.  £ 

£  20-21  Cabinet  Meetings,  Hdqtrs.  Bldg.,  12  Noon  >| 

£  22  Seminar  for  Developing  Bible  Study  Skills,  Baton  Rouge,  FUMC,  9:00  >: 

£  a.m.  :£ 

£  23-24  Church  Vocation  Retreat  —  Shreveport,  Monroe,  Ruston  :£ 

£  26-30  Cabinet  Meetings,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  1:30  p.m.  :£ 

£  27  U.M.  Foundation  Trustees  Meeting,  Camelot  Club,  Baton  Rouge,  12  £ 

£  Noon  :£ 

£  27  Lectionary  Telecast  at  Noon  —  Int.  S.S.  Lesson  7:30  p.m. 

£  31  “America  in  Transition”  Seminar  sponsored  by  Board  of  Church  and  £ 

£  Society,  Baton  Rouge,  FUMC  £ 

£  31  World  Federation  of  Methodist  Women,  La.  Seminar,  Alexandria  £ 

|  jj 


‘Bicentennial 


LAYING  HANDS  ON  ASBURY  —  A  favorite  subject  for  artists  of  Methodism  in  the 
United  States  is  the  Christmas  Conference  at  Lovely  Lane  Chapel  in  Baltimore  in 
1784.  In  this  familiar  scene,  Francis  Asbury  is  being  consecrated  a  bishop  on 
December  27,  to  share  with  Thomas  Coke  the  leadership  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  formed  at  that  conference.  Coke,  who  had  been  ordained  by  John  Wesley  for 
the  task,  leads  in  the  consecration  of  Asbury,  assisted  by  Philip  William  Otterbein, 
Richard  Whatcoat  and  Thomas  Vasey.  The  latter  two  men  had  been  appointed  by 
Wesley  to  go  with  Coke  to  the  new  world.  (Courtesy  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History) 
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The  Service  God  Seeks 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Isaiah  58:5-11 

If  Isaiah  were  to  proclaim  his  message 
in  this  modern  age,  we  would  surely  hear 
something  like  “Woe  to  the  man  whose 
number  is  inextricably  lost  in  the 
computer  ba nk  of  King  of  Prussia ,  Pa . !  ” 

Now  that  computers  are  being  used  in 
more  and  more  churches,  we  marvel  at 
the  modern  miracle  which  permits  us  to 
push  a  button  and  retrieve  the  names  of 
all  persons  who  specialize  in  visitation 
or,  perhaps,  all  soprano  soloists  who 
have  more  than  five  years  of  experience. 
If  we  wished,  we  could  single  out  those 
persons  who  drive  1958  Kelly  Green 
Pontiac  Bonnevilles  —  four-  door  models, 
of  course.  We  have  become  more  and 
more  adept  at  specialization  and  at  re¬ 
ducing  each  other  to  numbers.  But  in 
such  specialization  we  are  also  be¬ 
coming  more  and  more  divided, 
thereby  limiting  ourselves  to  partial 
vision  and  partial  service.  We  pick  and 
choose  that  which  is  convenient  and 
“fits”  our  temperament.  When  asked  to 
do  a  job  in  the  church  for  which  we  have 
no  real  affinity,  we  simply  say,  “That’s 
not  my  bag.”  This  is  almost  the  same  as 
the  old  “I  gave  at  the  office”  routine,  for 
we  fail  to  see  the  broad  spectrum  of 
service  and  witness  as  Isaiah  saw  it. 

Isaiah  asks  a  most  pertinent  question 
in  our  scripture  lesson  for  today  as  he 
calls  for  total  service  and  total  worship, 
“What  kind  of  a  fast  does  God  really 
want?”  (The  concept  of  “fast”  here 
refers  to  interpretation  of  and  dedication 
to  religious  practices  and  relationships.) 
Surely  God  wants  more  than  sack  cloth 
and  ashes  (public  display)  and  more 
than  just  the  token  giving  of  oneself.  God 
wsmts  his  children  to  go  beyond  formal 
worship.  His  people,  Isaiah  says,  should 


share  what  they  have  with  others  —  food, 
shelter,  clothing  and  even  freedom.  The 
faith  and  the  worship  God  wants  is 
relational. 

Why  is  it  that  we  have  so  fragmented 
the  Church  into  committees  and  task 
forces  so  as  to  deny  most  members  the 
privilege  of  giving  their  all  for  Christ? 
Oh,  there  are  many  who  give  all  of  their 
energies  and  enthusiasm  to  one  or  two 
facets  of  the  ministry  of  the  Church.  This 
is  why  we  hear  of  the  “social  gospel”  and 
the  “personal  gospel"  as  being  separate 
and  distinct.  Some  of  us  are  very 
introverted  and  others  outgoing.  We 
seem  to  believe  there  are  separate  parts 
of  the  gospel  itself.  The  New  Testament 
makes  no  such  distinction,  and  we  stand 
to  lose  the  power  and  the  beauty  of  the 
gospel  if  we  try  too  hard  to  specialize  and 
thereby  fragment  our  efforts. 

What  kind  of  "fast”  do  you  choose?  Is 
your  relationship  with  the  living  body  of 
Christ  one  that  makes  you  feel  all  warm 
and  fuzzy  inside,  securely  comfortable  — 
and  nothing  else?  God  wants  us  to  have 
that  introverted  religion,  to  have  our 
personal  and  corporate  meditations  and 
devotions.  He  wants  us  to  have  dynamic 
prayer  lives.  But  there  comes  a  time 
when  the  praying  Church  must  get  up  off 
its  knees  and  march  out  to  be  the  servant 
Church.  The  service  God  seeks  is  not 
some  self-satisfying  formal  act,  but  is 
active  concern  for  others,  love  expressed 
in  practical  everyday  terms,  relational. 
Service  becomes  worship  when,  in  God’s 
name  and  for  His  sake,  we  reach  out  in 
love  to  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  need. 
When  you  make  your  fasting  some  form 
of  service,  “the  Lord  will  guide  you 
continually,  and  satisfy  your  desire  with 
good  things,  and  make  your  bones 
strong;  and  you  shall  be  like  a  watered 
garden7  like  a  sprtng  of  wafer,  whose 
waters  fail  not.” 


Editorial 

Here  and  There 


The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
campaign  is  already  underway. 
Although  March  11  is  Subscription 
Sunday,  subscriptions  are  already 
coming  in.  We  are  grateful  for  the 
promotion  being  given  by  the  cabinet  and 
pastors  of  the  Conference. 

The  February  edition  of  The  Louisiana 
UM  Magazine  has  been  produced  and 
already  aired  on  satellite  following  the 
Sunday  School  Lesson  on  February  14, 
and  the  Lectionary  on  February  21.  The 
program  is  available  for  cable  systems 
in  3/4"  U-matic  format  and  from  the 
Conference  Office  in  1/2"  VHS  for  local 
church  use.  We  hope  you  will  take 
advantage  of  this  new  ministry  of  the 
Conference. 

A  recent  United  Methodist  News 
Service  release  from  Bob  Lear  featured 
the  following  lead  paragraph:  "United 
Methodists  rubbed  shoulders  with 
Pentecostals,  and  Roman  Catholics 
compared  notes  with  Nazarenes  and 
Free  Will  Baptists.  As  Bob  indicated,  this 
Detroit  meeting  was  not  a  new  round  of 
church  union  talks.  Nor  was  it  a  “new 
theological  convergence  among  North 
American  Christians.”  For  three  days, 
the  100  participants  of  the  Religious 
Conference  Management  Association 


(RCMA)  gathered  for  seminars, 
workshops  and  addresses  on  how  to 
make  the  meetings  they  arrange  more 
effective.  Their  theme  was  “Reaching 
for  Excellence.”  Rev.  DeWayne 
Woodring,  of  Evanston,  Illinois, 
associate  general  secretary  of  GCFA, 
and  Business  Manager  of  the  General 
Conference,  serves  as  RCMA  Executive 
Director. 

While  this  meeting  did  not  actually 
have  uniting  implications,  it  did  point  up 
one  of  my  personal  thoughts  about 
ecumenism.  It  is  that  ecumenical 
cooperation  and  understanding  has  to  go 
in  two  directions  rather  than  one. 
The  tendency  for  us  United  Method¬ 
ists  is  generally  to  be  ecumenical 
with  Lutherans,  Episcopalians, 
Presbyterians,  Disciples  of  Christ, 
United  Church  of  Christ,  American  and 
Southern  Baptist  and  Roman  Catholics, 
where  possible. 

My  point  is  that  we  need  to  be  engaged 
in  fellowship  and  ecumenical  concerns 
with  the  Nazarenes,  Churches  of  God, 
Assemblies  of  God,  Pentecostal 
Churches  and  many  more  of  a 
conservative  stance.  With  the  many 
dedicated  Christians  at  both  poles,  God 
help  us  if  we  expect  to  find  only  one  group 
in  heaven.  — E.F. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Paul  V.  Galloway,  Bishop  Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 

Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Linda  Heard, 

Council  Director  Editorial  Assistant 

*  *  * 
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A  UMR  Interpretive  Analysis 


Would  UMC  be  better  off 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
UMR  Editor 

At  times  it  is  better  to  start  over  than  to  try  to 
salvage  a  good  idea  whose  implementation  is  se¬ 
riously  flawed.  United  Methodism  appears  to 
have  reached  such  a  point  in  its  development  of 
“missional  priorities.” 

Any  knowledgeable  assessment  of  the  up¬ 
coming  United  Methodist  General  Conference 
would  include  our  “missional  priority”  among 
the  top  two  or  three  issues.  It  is  our  reluctant 
conclusion,  however,  that  the  process  for  deter¬ 
mining  and  implementing  “missional  priorities" 
has  become  hopelessly  separated  from  its  origi¬ 
nal  intent,  and  the  results  show  it. 

In  blunt,  worldly  terms,  what  has  evolved  is  an 
ongoing  power  struggle  for  the  cohtrol  of  funds 
and  programs  among  competing  agencies  and 
special  interest  groups  in  the  church. 

At  the  center  of  the  controversy  is  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM)  which  is  vested 
with  the  responsibility  of  listening  to  the  church 
and  recommending  adjustments  in  the  church’s 
“missional  priorities."  This  agency  has  done  a 
reasonably  sensitive  job  of  listening  to  the 
church  and  designing  a  program  proposal  to  re¬ 
flect  all  that  it  has  heard. 

Hodge-podge  rather  than  clarion  call 

Instead  of  a  clarion  call  for  church  action  in 
some  missional  arena,  however,  the  GCOM  pro¬ 
posal  is  a  bureaucratic  hodge-podge  of  different 
programs  melded  together  under  the  cumber¬ 
some  name  “The  Church  Alive:  An  Inclusive 
Church  for  a  Just  Society."  It  contains  elements 
emphasizing  church  extension,  revitalizing  of 
existing  congregations  and  “justice  ministries” 
—  an  in-phrase  that  no  one  seems  capable  of  de¬ 
fining  clearly. 

This  “missional  priority"  would  carry  a  $10 
million  or  $7.5  million  annual  price  tag  —  de¬ 
pending  on  which  recommendation  you  favor.  It 
would  be  raised  through  a  general  apportion¬ 
ment  on  each  local  church,  and  be  administered 
piecemeal  by  the  church’s  various  general  pro¬ 
gram  agencies.  At  least  50  percent  of  the  funds 
would  be  designated  for  developing  and  strength¬ 
ening  ethnic  minority  congregations  —  also  the 
objective  of  the  church’s  current  “missional 
priority.” 

Each  of  United  Methodism’s  general  program 
agencies  and  several  ethnic  minority  caucuses 
have  registered  strong,  persistent  opposition  to 
GCOM's  “Church  Alive”  proposal.  They  want  to 
continue  the  current  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  (EMLC)  “missional  priority”  for  anoth¬ 
er  four  years,  despite  its  very  low  level  of 
achievement  during  the  past  eight  years. 

A  classic  stalemate 

What  has  developed  is  a  classic  stalemate. 
GCOM  has  the  responsibility  of  proposing  “mis¬ 
sional  priorities,”  and  has  gone  about  developing 
its  proposal  in  a  way  intended  to  take  every 
group's  input  into  account.  The  other  general 
agencies  have  no  authority  to  propose  “mis¬ 


sional  priorities,”  but  they  have  every  right  to 
register  an  opinion,  since  they  are  the  chosen 
vehicles  for  implementing  them.  In  this  case, 
they  have  in  effect  proposed  an  alternative  "mis¬ 
sional  priority,”  but  without  offering  a  detailed 
design  for  its  implementation. 

As  the  several  agencies  have  sparred  back  and 
forth,  a  disturbing  development  has  become  in¬ 
creasingly  apparent:  the  “missional  priority’* 
debate  has  much  less  to  do  with  effectively 
achieving  particular  missional  results  than  with 
determining  who  controls  and  administers  a  sub¬ 
stantial  block  of  denominational  funds.  The 
idea  of  a  “missional  priority”  as  a  special  form 
of  Christian  outreach  has  been  largely  sup¬ 
planted  by  a  deadly  form  of  bureaucratic 
inreach. 


Problem  started  evolving  in  1972 

The  corruption  of  the  “missional  priority”  pro¬ 
cess  did  not  begin  with  the  current  debate.  It 
goes  back  to  1972  when  the  General  Conference 
created  the  GCOM  and  gave  it  authority  to  initi¬ 
ate  changes  in  the  church’s  “missional  priorities 
necessitated  by  emergencies  or  by  other  signifi¬ 
cant  developments  between  General  Confer¬ 
ences  which  substantially  affect  the  life  of  the 
church  ...”  The  chief  aim  of  this  provision  was 
flexibility  to  respond  quickly  to  emerging  needs. 

As  the  1976  General  Conference  approached, 
GCOM  exercised  this  authority  and  declared 
“world  hunger”  and  “the  ethnic  minority  local 
church”  to  be  “missional  priorities.”  The  chief 
debates  leading  up  to  and  during  that  General 
Conference  did  not  concern  the  validity  of  these 
declarations,  but  rather  how  much  money  should 
be  raised  to  fund  them,  and  how  to  “slice  the  pie” 
—  that  is,  what  percentage  of  those  funds  each  of 
the  church’s  four  general  program  agencies 
would  administer. 

The  process  was  complicated  by  a  decision 
made  at  the  1976  General  Conference  to  add 
“evangelism”  to  the  list  of  “missional  priorities.” 
Since  funding  had  become  the  focal  point  of  de¬ 
bate  about  the  other  two  priorities,  proponents  of 
the  “evangelism”  priority  insisted  that  it,  too, 
needed  to  be  undergirded  by  a  financial  commit¬ 
ment. 

Hence  the  “missional  priority”  program  be¬ 
tween  1977  and  1980  was  three-pronged  and  seri¬ 
ously  confused.  The  world  hunger  priority  was 
reasonably  successful  —  chiefly  because  of  wide¬ 
spread  sympathetic  concern  among  the  church’s 
membership  —  despite  a  controversial  division 
of  hunger  funds  among  the  church’s  four  general 
program  agencies.  On  the  other  hand,  the  EMLC 
priority  fell  seriously  short  in  capturing  the 
imagination  of  the  church’s  numbers  and  in  at¬ 
tracting  funds.  And  the  evangelism  priority  self- 
evidently  failed  to  turn  around  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  numerical  decline. 

EMLC  as  lone  ‘priority’ 

As  the  1980  General  Conference  approached, 
pressure  mounted  for  GCOM  to  recommend 


without  a  1985-88  ‘missional  priority’ 


EMLC  as  the  denomination’s  sole  “missional 
priority”  from  1981-84.  This  was  done.  A  $5  mil¬ 
lion  Missional  Priority  Fund  apportioned  among 
the  UMC’s  local  churches  was  established.  Fol¬ 
lowing  long  negotiations,  the  formula  for 
“slicing  the  pie”  among  the  church’s  several 
general  agencies  was  determined,  and  this  time 
included  a  30  percent  “slice”  remaining  in  each 
annual  conference. 

The  “Developing  and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church”  priority  soon  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  more  often  as  simply  EMLC  than  by  its 
full  name.  Regrettably,  money  has  continued  to 
be  the  primary  focus  of  the  EMLC  priority.  Actu¬ 
al  development  and  strengthening  of  ethnic  local 
churches  has  received  relatively  less  emphasis 
throughout  EMLC’s  existence  than  have  activi¬ 
ties  and  programs  administered  by  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  national  bureaucracy  which  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  assist  ethnic  congregations. 

Consequently,  the  EMLC  priority  has  again 
achieved  disappointing  results.  Hundreds  of  eth¬ 
nic  local  churches  across  the  denomination  con¬ 
tinue  to  struggle  and  hurt  for  lack  of  clear  direc¬ 
tion,  numerical  strength  and  trained  leadership. 
Most  of  the  hopes  raised  by  the  adoption  of 
EMLC  remain  unfulfilled. 


Proponents  of  EMLC  contend  that  its  relative¬ 
ly  meager  impact  during  the  past  eight  years  is 
chiefly  the  result  of  racism  on  the  part  of  the 
church’s  predominantly  white  membership. 
They  say  some  of  its  hidden  results  are  just  be¬ 
ginning  to  become  apparent.  They  seem  scarcely 
willing  to  consider  that  EMLC  may  have  failed 
because  of  a  fundamental  flaw  in  its  conception 
and  design. 

What  makes  a  church  strong? 

Strong  churches  are  not  created  primarily 
with  denominational  programs  and  monetary 
grants.  Seed  money  can  be  important  to  the 
starting  of  new  congregations,  and  to  the  revital¬ 
ization  of  existing  ones.  The  chief  ingredient  in 
developing  a  strong  congregation,  however,  is 
strong,  committed,  spiritually  alive  clergy  and 
lay  leadership.  No  amount  of  money  can  buy,  or 
implant,  those  qualities.  A  program  designed 
around  the  solicitation  and  giving  of  monetary 
assistance  may  well  distract  a  congregation’s 
leadership  from  recognizing  this  truth. 

On  this  basis,  we  believe  the  current  EMLC 
program  is  not  only  ineffective  in  stimulating 
widespread  growth  and  development  of  ethnic 
United  Methodist  local  congregations.  It  also  is 
effectively  stimulating  a  form  of  continuing 
dependence  among  ethnic  congregations  on  those 
to  whom  they  must  apply  for  grants,  and  conse¬ 
quently  perpetuating  a  subtle  but  pernicious 
form  of  racism. 

‘Church  Alive’  perpetuates  old  flaws 

The  “Church  Alive”  proposal  by  GCOM  is  a 
valiant  effort  to  reaffirm  the  need  for  developing 
and  strengthening  ethnic  congregations,  but  in  a 
broader  and  more  inclusive  context  that  is  more 
likely  to  produce  effective  results.  Regrettably, 
though,  “Church  Alive”  perpetuates  the  concep¬ 
tual  and  design  flaws  of  its  predecessor  “mis¬ 
sional  priorities”  —  assuming  that  problems  of 
attitude  and  spirit  can  be  solved  by  the  infusion 
of  bureaucratically-administered  dollars  and 
programs. 

“Church  Alive”  is  further  flawed  by  trying  to 
accomplish  too  many  divergent  objectives  under 
the  banner  of  a  single  “priority.” 

When  the  “no  confidence”  expressions  of  the 
various  other  denominational  agencies  are 
added  to  these  design  flaws,  it  should  be  abun¬ 
dantly  clear  that  “Church  Alive”  is  incapable  of 
capturing  the  imagination  and  commitment  of 
the  denomination’s  membership. 

But  the  same  can  be  said  of  EMLC.  Even  if  this 
particular  approach  were  to  be  reestablished  as 
the  church’s  “missional  priority”  every  four 
years  for  the  next  century,  it  would  not  necessar¬ 
ily  produce  strong,  vital  ethnic  local  congrega¬ 
tions  across  the  denomination. 

What  is  General  Conference  to  do? 

We  are  increasingly  convinced  that  the  wisest 
action  would  be  for  General  Conference  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  degree  to  which  the  current  “missional 
priority”  process  is  a  corruption  of  what  it  was 


originally  intended  to  be,  and  to  approve  no 
“missional  priority”  as  such  for  the  coming  four 
years.  A  residual  action  would  be  to  approve  no 
“Missional  Priority  Fund”  for  the  1985-88  period— 
thereby  lessening  the  burden  local  churches  would 
face  from  increases  in  other  apportioned  funds. 

The  suggestion  of  “no  missional  priority”  may 
be  regarded  as  an  admission  of  failure  by  some, 
and  by  others  as  a  type  of  “radical  surgery”  on 
the  church’s  program-development  processes. 
In  fact,  it  is  both.  But  why  should  Christians,  of 
all  people,  be  reluctant  to  admit  failure  when  it 
occurs?  Far  better  to  recognize  that  Christians 
are  not  immune  to  sin  and  error  —  either  in  our 
individual  or  corporate  decision-making  —  and 
to  endeavor  to  correct  same  when  it  is  recog¬ 
nized,  than  to  deny  our  errors  and  thereby  com¬ 
pound  them. 

Doubtless  some  denominational  efforts  would 
suffer  temporary  setbacks  if  General  Confer¬ 
ence  should  decide  to  have  no  “missional  priori¬ 
ty”  during  the  next  four  years.  But  the  King¬ 
dom  of  God  is  not  likely  to  be  jeopardized  by 
such  a  decision.  And  this  kind  of  “radical  sur¬ 
gery”  appears  necessary  if  the  original  “mis¬ 
sional  priority”  idea  is  to  have  any  chance  of 
being  redeemed  for  effective  future  use. 

Trust  creativity  of  delegates 

But  what  of  the  various  needs  the  proposed 
“missional  priority”  is  intended  to  address?  We 
believe  the  elements  of  the  proposal  that  are 
truly  vital  to  the  church’s  future  health  can  be 
entrusted  to  the  creativity  and  ingenuity  of  those 
we  have  elected  as  delegates  to  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  The  responsibility  for  finding  ways  gen¬ 
uinely  to  strengthen  ethnic  minority  congrega¬ 
tions,  for  example,  could  be  mandated  to  every 
annual  conference  without  specific  provision  for 
coordination  by  a  national  bureaucracy  and 
funding  through  a  churchwide  apportionment. 

Attention  likewise  could,  and  should,  be  given 
to  the  development  of  new  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  and  the  revitalization  of  existing  ones 
across  the  denomination  without  calling  it  a 
“missional  priority.”  Such  efforts  already  are 
being  successfully  carried  out  in  numerous  an¬ 
nual  conferences  across  the  church. 

And  “justice  ministries”  could  be  defined  and 
mandated  for  implementation  through  existing 
national,  regional  and  local  church  structures 
without  tying  them  to  a  national  grant-making 
methodology. 

For  the  future,  General  Conference  delegates 
would  do  well  to  insist  that  a  distinction  be  made 
between  the  church’s  “missional  priorities,”  and 
what  has  traditionally  been  called  a  “Quadrenni¬ 
al  Emphasis”  —  a  special  program,  usually  of 
short  duration  that  is  administered  by  a  separate 
task  force  or  committee  rather  than  by  the 
church’s  ongoing  national  program  agencies.  It 
should  be  abundantly  clear  by  now  that  the 
merging  of  these  two  approaches  has  tended  un¬ 
intentionally  to  stimulate  self-seeking  rather 
than  self-giving  impulses ;  and  to  produce  results 
generally  uplifting  and  satisfying  to  no  one. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


.... 


UMC  criticized  for  politics,  not  racism 


To  the  Editor: 

Your  article  headlined  “ethnic  pres¬ 
ence  up  100%”  was  interesting  and  in¬ 
formative  to  those  who  were  not  aware  of 
the  number  of  ethnic  persons  serving  on 
our  church’s  general  boards  and 
agencies  (see  UMR,  Feb.  3).  However, 
the  primary  reason  for  criticism  of  these 
boards  and  agencies  and  their  staffs,  and 
the  controversies  that  have  ensued,  was 
not  presented  or  even  alluded  to. 

It  is  not  racism  per  se,  but  the  politics 
of  the  majority  of  ethnic  leadership 
which  run  counter  to  that  of  the  general 
membership  of  the  church.  A  good  exam¬ 
ple  of  this,  in  only  one  instance,  is  the 
support  given  to  Marxist-oriented  Robert 
Mugabe  in  Zimbabwe  over  against  our 
own  United  Methodist  Bishop  Muzorewa 
who  is  now  a  prisoner  in  his  own  country. 

The  problem  is  not  race  at  all  —  it  is  po¬ 


litical  agenda,  and  I  think  it  is  time  we 
were  honest  about  it. 
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Irene  Smith 
Columbus,  Ohio 

Column  on  target 

To  the  Editor: 

Three  cheers  for  printing  the  “My  Wit¬ 
ness"  column  by  Elmer  E.  Snethen  head¬ 
lined  “  ‘Old  time  religion’  better  than 
apathy”  in  the  Feb.  10  issue  of  UMR.  I 
couldn’t  agree  with  him  more.  In  fact,  he 
stated  several  questions  that  a  lot  of 
United  Methodists  are  asking  them¬ 
selves. 

I  believe  it’s  time  that  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  clergy,  and  the  people  and  institu¬ 
tions  that  train  them,  open  their  eyes  and 
realize  that  they  need  to  get  back  to  the 
basics  of  what  made  Methodism  great. 

They  should  go  back  to  preaching  what 

On  the  UMR  Beat 

Leave-taking  calls  for  new 
way  to  ‘make  love  visible’ 


the  world  needs  to  hear,  not  what  the 
world  wants  to  hear. 

If  our  current  trend  is  the  best  we  can 
do  to  uphold  the  Methodist  tradition  (and 
I  don’t  believe  it  is)  then  indeed  I  agree 
with  Mr.  Snethen’s  conclusion  —  perhaps 
we  should  consider  dropping  the  name 
“Methodist! ”  Michaei  p.  white 

Pecan  Island,  Louisiana 

Why  not  just 

call  Jesus  ‘Lord’? 

To  the  Editor: 

What_is  all  this  about  the  “Person 
Christ”?  (see  UMR,  “Here  I  Stand,” 
Feb.  3). 

I  have  read  E.  Stanley  Jones’  books 
and  have  not  read  this  statement,  “The 
Person  Christ.” 


Almost  three  years  ago  I  wrote  a 
“mother’s  memoir”  about  taking  our 
first  son  to  college.  Many  Reporter  read¬ 
ers  wrote  or  told  me  personally  that  they 
had  clipped  and  saved  the  article  be¬ 
cause  it  reflected  an  experience  they 
were  going  to  have  or  had  already  faced. 
Some  said  they  shed  tears  when  they 
read  it.  I  felt  some  of  my  own  tears  well 
up  again,  remembering  that  bitter /sweet 
day. 

Some  said,  “Just  wait  until  you  take 
the  last  child  to  college.”  I  am  waiting 
and  preparing  myself. 

Just  as  that  leave-taking  holds  both  the 
seeds  of  sadness  and  joy,  so  does  another 
“graduation/leave-taking.”  This  one  is 
mine  (see  news  story  in  this  issue) . 

I  have  taken  down  the  pictures  oi^the 
walls  of  my  office  of  places  I  have  trav¬ 
elled  while  on  the  staff  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  since  1975.  I  have 
taken  down  the  framed  —  and  unframed 
(some  things  never  do  get  done)  —  writ¬ 
ing  awards  I  have  been  privileged  to  re¬ 
ceive  as  symbols  of  the  stewardship  of 
my  talent.  I  have  packed  up  the  little 
stack  of  reference  books  —  and  a  few 
autographed  copies  of  my  favorite 
authors. 

Among  my  mementoes  are  copies  of 
both  appreciative  and  angry  letters  from 
Reporter  readers.  (Some  refer  to  the 
same  article.)  They  helped  me  know  who 
Reporter  readers  are.  Thanks  for  them. 

I  have  served  —  first  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  and  then  the  United 
Methodist  Church  —  for  nearly  20  years 
as  a  communicator:  reporter,  writer, 
and  editor,  starting  in  1965. 

They  have  ueen  iiiosuy  iu»ppy  and 
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Sharon  Mielke 
breathlessly  busy  years.  And  now  it  is 
time  for  a  graduation  and  a  leave-taking. 
It  is  time  for  the  Reporter’s  readers  to 
benefit  from  a  fresh  point  of  view,  a  new 
burst  of  enthusiasm.  You  see.  I’m  not  on¬ 
ly  graduating.  I’m  burned  out. 

As  Johnny  Carson  enthusiasts  would 
say,  “Just  how  burned  out  are  you?” 

“I’m  so  burned  out  that  I  faced  the 
prospect  of  covering  General  Conference 
—  the  every  four-year  awaited  high  of 
United  Methodism  —  with  more  dread 
than  anticipation.”  That  realization  led 
me  to  make  a  break  and  to  look  for  a 
change  of  direction. 

Among  my  friends  over  the  years  has 
been  a  favorite  poet,  a  Maronite  Catholic 
of  Lebanon  —  noted  for  his  book  “The 
Prophet.” 

He  says  “Of  Work”  that: 

“Work  is  love  made  visible. 

“If  you  cannot  work  with  love  but  only 
with  distaste,  it  is  better  that  you  should 
leave  your  work  and  sit  at  the  gate  of  the 
temple  and  beg  .  . 

“For  if  you  bake  bread  with  indiffer¬ 
ence,  you  bake  a  bitter  bread  that  feeds 
but  half  the  soul’s  hunger.  .  . 

“And  if  you  grudge  the  crushing  of  the 
grapes,  your  grudge  distills  a  poison  in 
the  wine.” 

Of  this  leave-taking,  too,  I  feel  a  bit¬ 
ter/sweetness  —  a  sadness  and  a  joy.  Joy 
in  working  for  you,  and  joy  in  laying  that 
task  down.  Sadness  in  leaving  familiar 
trails,  and  some  fear  of  the  unknown. 

Pray  with  me  that  as  I  venture  into 
new  challenges  I  may  find  that  work  now 
assigned  —  to  make  love  visible  —  in 
some  yet  untravelled  way. 

-  SHARON  R.  MIELKE 


What  is  the  matter  with  referring  to 
Him  as  ‘  ‘the  Lord  Jesus  Christ?  ” 

Clement  Barkuloo 
Roseville,  Minnesota 

Article,  editorial 

appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  God  for  Melvin  West  and  Crea¬ 
tive  Ministries  (see  UMR,  Jan.  13).  May 
their  tribe  increase  and  their  name  be 
legion.  It  is  people  and  ministries  such  gs 
this  that  are  the  backbone  of  the  church. 
They  give  us  credibility  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world. 

I  also  appreciated  your  editorial  head¬ 
lined  “Serious  question  for  Mr.  Jackson” 
in  the  same  issue.  Well  said! 

Virgil  E.  May  bray 
Wilmore,  Kentucky 

Editorial  doesn’t 
respect  music  as  art 
To  the  Editor: 

I  was  distressed  by  your  editorial  on 
violence  on  MTV  videos  (UMR,  Feb.  3).  It 
treated  the  videos  —  and  by  extension 
popular  music  in  general  —  as  objects 
akin  to  children’s  toys.  This  is  extremely 
disrespectful  of  our  indigenous  art 
forms.  Art  is  an  expression  of  our  soul.  It 
is  sometimes  violent  or  sexually  corrupt 
but  that  is  a  true  reflection  of  our  society. 

You  used  Paul’s  letter  to  the 
Phillipians  to  suggest  we  look  away  from 
these  distressing  images.  Paul’s  life 
argues  against  you  —  he  dealt  forthright¬ 
ly  with  the  evils  of  his  day.  Simply  turn¬ 
ing  off  or  banning  popular  music  is  the 
equivalent  of  hiding  or  burning  books. 

MTV  can  be  legitimately  criticized  for 
selectively  “turning  off”  portions  of  our 
popular  culture.  It  carefully  limits  the 
availability  of  music  from  America’s 
ethnic  and  blue  collar  communities.  It  al¬ 
so  presents  its  videos,  which  are  pro¬ 
duced  as  commercials  for  records,  as 
equal  to  the  art  from  which  they  are 
taken. 

Popular  music  is  an  invitation  to  view 
and  participate  in  our  society.  Both  MTV 
and  your  editorial  fail  to  give  it  proper 
respect. 

Clayton  Daughenbaugh 
Charleston,  Illinois 


Here  I  Stand 


Infant  baptism  a  valid 
sign  of  covenant  with  God 


By  TERR1L  D.  LITTRELL 

The  validity  of  infant  baptism  would 
probably  not  be  questioned  in  Roman 
Catholic,  Orthodox,  Lutheran,  Anglican 
or  Presbyterian  circles.  However,  within 
United  Methodism  there  seems  to  be  a 
considerable  touchiness  in  some  places 
about  this  subject.  To  my  increased  con¬ 
sternation,  quite  often  I  hear  the  question 
posed  by  both  clergy  and  laity,  “Why  do 
United  Methodists  baptize  infants?”  Re¬ 
cently  I  overheard  one  minister  tell  an¬ 
other  that,  in  his  opinion,  baptizing  an  in¬ 
fant  did  nothing  but  get  its  head  wet! 

Our  fundamentalist  neighbors  and  as¬ 
sociates  have  caused  some  of  us  to  devel¬ 
op  a  deep  fear  that  infant  baptism  is  a 
highly  questionable  and  probably  un- 
scriptural  activity.  Some  United  Method¬ 
ists  even  feel  infant  baptism  is  one  of  the 
reasons  our  denomination  is  in  need  of 
renewal  and  re-evangelism. 

For  this  reason,  which  is  a  matter  of 
conscience,  they  have  refused  to  support 
or  encourage  the  practice  of  infant  bap¬ 
tism  until  satisfactory  answers  to  some 
basic  questions  are  given.  For  example, 
since  water  baptism  is  for  believers  only, 
how  can  an  infant  believe  and  be  bap¬ 
tized?  Where  in  the  Bible  does  it  show  an 
infant  being  baptized?  These  are  sincere 
questions  that  deserve  serious  answers. 

To  be  sure,  there  is  no  direct  command 
in  the  Scriptures  to  baptize  infants,  nor 
do  we  find  clear-cut  examples  of  infant 
baptism  in  the  New  Testament.  But 
neither  is  there  an  instance  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Christians  being  baptized  on 
profession  of  faith.  No  decisive  guidance 
is  given  by  direct  Scriptural  precept  or 
precedent! 

Throughout  Christian  history,  how¬ 
ever,  as  attested  by  Irenaeus  and  Origen 
in  the  early  church,  infant  baptism  was 
administered  to  the  children  of  profes¬ 
sing  believers.  This  was  not  done  solely  on 
grounds  of  tradition,  or  in  consequence  of 
a  perversion  or  misconception  of  Chris¬ 
tian  teaching,  but  in  faithfulness  to  Scrip¬ 
ture. 

The  Bible  was  not  written  for  infants 
and  is  therefore  not  likely  to  instruct 
them  to  do  anything.  It  was  written  for 


Welcome  to  new  readers  of  local  church  editions 


With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  200  member -fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  Strawbridge  UMC  in  King- 
wood.  Texas  (Texas  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence)  and  200  member-families  of  the 
Simpson-Hamline  UMC  in  Washington, 
D.C.  ( Baltimore  Annual  Conference) . 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 


adults  who  are  responsible  for  the  initia¬ 
tion  and  training  of  their  children  in  the 
knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  and  His 
church.  The  church  is  often  correctly 
thought  of  as  a  family  unit  and  referred 
to  as  the  “Household  of  Faith.” 

Infants  are  under  the  care  of  their 
parents  who  can  hear,  understand,  and 
believe.  Since  an  infant  cannot  think  and 
decide,  it  cannot  have  faith.  But  God 
honors  the  faith  of  the  parents  in  a  rela 
tionship  of  love  and  trust  which  is  not 
limited  to  reason  on  the  part  of  the  infant. 

The  term  “believer’s  baptism”  is  no¬ 
where  to  be  found  in  the  Bible,  nor  is  it 
ever  implied.  This  is  something  that  is 
assumed  from  Mark  16:16,  “Whoever  be¬ 
lieves  and  is  baptized  will  be  saved,  but 
whoever  does  not  believe  shall  be  con¬ 
demned.”  (NIV).  There  must  always  be 
a  distinction  between  one  who  is  an  adult 
who  has  need  to  repent,  and  an  infant, 
although  afflicted  by  original  sin,  has  no 
sin  of  its  own,  and  therefore  needs  not  to 
repent.  The  term  “believer’s  baptism”  is 
an  invention  of  certain  sects  that  arose 
during  the  middle  ages. 

Scripturally  speaking,  baptism  is  not 
primarily  a  sign  of  repentance  and  faith 
on  the  part  of  the  baptized.  It  is  not  a  sign 
of  anything  that  we  do  at  all.  It  is  a  cove¬ 
nant  sign,  as  circumcision  was  under  the 
Old  Covenant,  of  the  work  of  God  on  our 
behalf  which  precedes  and  makes  possi¬ 
ble  our  response  to  Christ. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s  contribu¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  Terril  D.  Littrell,  is  pastor 
of  the  Evensville-New  Bethel  Parish 
near  Dayton,  TN  (Holston  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“Here  I  Stand,"  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 
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religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Kingwood  and 
Washington,  we  say  “Welcome.”  We 
hope  you  will  join  with  other  readers  in 
providing  feedback  through  such  col¬ 
umns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING.  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  teach  dynamic 
Bible  course!. 

A  LAY  ACADEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS. 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  OLD  AND  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR. 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  of 
the  Bible. 

LOOK  IT  OVER!  Introductory  Kit  $15 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 
Box  25101  •  Dallas,  TX  75225 
214-526-8498 
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UMC  ‘savings  and  loan’  seeks  new  ways  to  operate 

Below-market  earnings  rate ,  slow  loan  service  cited  as  problems  in  church-building  agency 


Spires  and  scaffolds  go  up  together,  but  so  do  building  costs  for  United 
Methodist  churches.  One  troubled  source  of  construction  loans  is  the  United 
Methodist  Development  Fund.  religious  news  service  photo 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

DALLAS  —  United  Methodism’s 
“savings  and  loan”  organization,  beset 
by  many  of  the  same  difficulties  com¬ 
mercial  “thrift”  institutions  have  suffer¬ 
ed  nation-wide  of  late,  is  looking  for  some 
new  ways  to  do  things,  leaders  said 
during  a  thrice-annual  meeting  here  last 
week. 

Directors  of  the  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund,  which  lends  money 
to  build  UM  churches  the  way  savings 
and  loan  associations  lend  money  to  build 
homes,  said  the  agency  has  been  oper¬ 
ated  in  essentially  the  same  way  since  it 
was  chartered  in  1959. 

Some  2,500  UM  individual,  local  church, 
college,  and  general  agency  investors 
hold  “Certificates  of  Participation”  in 
the  fund  ranging  in  value  from  $100  to 
$464,000.  They  receive  9  percent  interest 
semi-annually  on  their  investment  — 
which  is  taxable.  In  turn  the  agency  is 
currently  loaning  money  at  10*6  percent 
to  local  churches. 

A  trust  company  official  here  told  di¬ 
rectors  their  rate  was  “competitive.” 

1983  was  a  significant  year  for  the  Fund 
in  that  “for  the  first  time  in  five  years 
investment  in  Certificates  of  Partici¬ 
pation  exceeded  withdrawals”  according 
to  the  annual  report.  This  upsurge  in 
investments,  coupled  with  strong  repay¬ 
ments  on  principal  is  giving  new  impetus 
to  getting  out  more  loans  to  churches. 
But  the  directors  note  that  the  very  time 
the  denomination  is  considering  a  plan 
which  would  make  establishment  of  new 
congregations  a  top  priority,  their  fund 
does  not  have  an  adequate  pool  of  money 
to  meet  the  anticipated  demand. 

Further,  directors  learned  here  that  29 
loan  commitments  totalling  $3.3  million 
were  still  waiting  for  funds  to  become 
available. 

The  Fund  has  not  made  a  significant 
number  of  new  loans  since  1979,  and  for 
the  sixth  consecutive  year  the  loan  port¬ 
folio  has  experienced  a  major  reduction. 
There  are  318  loans  outstanding  totalling 


$26.4  million.  This  is  a  decrease  of  24  in 
the  number  of  loans  and  of  $2.4  million  on 
loan  balances  from  1982. 

Like  the  savings  and  loan  associations 
the  Fund  has  many  old  loans  made  at  low 
interest  rates  —  270  of  the  318  range  from 
7*6  to  8*6  percent  —  which  lower  the 
overall  return  (8.8%).  However,  the 
interest  return  is  expected  to  match  the  9 
percent  paid  investors  during  1984  as  new 
loans  are  made  at  higher  rates. 

Loss  record  stays  low 

Since  its  founding  the  UMDF  has  made 
886  loans  with  a  total  value  of  $89.6  mil¬ 
lion.  The  fund  has  an  impressive  rating, 
having  lost  only  .005  percent  through  bad 
loans  during  the  last  25  years.  To  date, 
the  fund  has  not  had  to  foreclose  on  any 
mortgaged  property,  according  to  its 
1983  prospectus. 

Another  problem  is  the  slowness  of 
loan  processing.  UMDF  president, 
Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks  of  the  Arkansas 
Area,  said  this  had  been  a  major  concern 
of  UMDF  directors  for  as  long  as  he  has 
been  on  the  board.  Yet,  it  still  takes  an 
average  of  30  months  to  process  a  loan 
through  the  fund. 

“What  bothers  me  is  how  terribly  hard 
it  is  to  improve  the  quality  of  our  func¬ 
tion,”  Bishop  Hicks  said.  “I  don’t  know 
what  all  the  ‘in-house  stuff’  is  that  keeps 
stopping  us.  How  can  we  liberate  this 
fund  to  serve  the  church?”  he  asked  with 
obvious  dismay  that  the  directors  have 
been  unable  to  speed  up  the  process. 

Computer  still  waiting 

An  antiquated,  un-computerized  office 
in  New  York  has  been  recognized  as  a 
problem  for  several  years,  for  example, 
but  still  no  computer  has  been  installed. 
The  UMDF  has  been  asked  to  have  a 
computer  compatible  with  one  to  be 
acquired  by  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  since  they  share  the 
same  building  and  the  same  auditor.  But 
purchase  of  a  Global  Ministries 
computer  has  been  repeatedly  delayed, 
despite  assurances  it  would  shortly  be  in¬ 


stalled  and  in  operation. 

Although  separate  corporations,  the 
development  fund  was  the  creation  of  the 
National  Division  of  Global  Ministries, 
and  the  division  sets  the  policies  and 
administrative  rules  for  the  Fund. 

In  turn,  the  division  acts  as  the  Fund’s 
agent,  with  staff  of  the  division’s  Church 
Extension  Office  working  with  local 
congregations  on  construction  costs,  etc. 

“Making  the  UMDF  (development 
fund)  a  more  viable  entity  to  serve  the 
church  is  a  real  concern,”  said  Herbert 
Henderson  of  Charleston,  W.Va.,  an 
attorney  who  heads  a  5-member  ad  hoc 
committee  from  the  board  exploring 
ways  for  the  fund  to  operate  more  effec¬ 
tively,  and  get  more  money  coming  in. 

An  investment  consultant  revealed  an¬ 
other  dimension  of  the  problem.  “What 
the  UMDF  offers  essentially  is  one 
investment  option  —  a  passbook  account 
paying  9  percent  —  when  other  denomi¬ 
nations  are  offering  multiple  investment 
options,”  the  ad  hoc  committee  was  told 
by  Gary  Cramer  of  Mercantile  Trust  in 
St.  Louis.  His  is  believed  to  be  the  only 
institution  currently  servicing  church- 
sponsored  IRAs  (Individual  Retirement 
Accounts). 

IRA  plan  considered 

One  option  UMDF  directors  are 
considering  is  sponsoring  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  IRA  which  would  provide  an  addi¬ 
tional  source  of  funds  for  church  building 
loans. 

Mercantile  Trust  provides  custodial 
services  for  the  Lutheran  Church  Exten¬ 
sion  Fund,  which  is  believed  to  be  the 
first  church-sponsored  IRA.  During,  its 
first  year  of  operation  —  November  ’82  to 
November  ’83  —  the  Lutheran  fund 
signed  up  more  than  1,000  accounts  val¬ 
ued  at  over  $2  million,  Mr.  Cramer  said. 
The  Disciples  of  Christ  started  a  similar 
program  in  January  of  this  year,  he  said. 
The  trust  company  also  serves  as  the 
custodian  for  several  regional  church- 
sponsored  IRAs. 

The  ad  hoc  committee  also  is  pursuing 


with  the  blessings  of  the  entire  board  of 
UMDF  directors,  a  proposal  that  the  1984 
General  Conference  authorize 
allocation  of  10  percent  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Pension  funds  for 
church  loans. 

The  petition  going  to  the  delegates 
notes  that  “the  future  building  of  new 
churches  by  our  denomination  will  be 
governed  in  part  by  the  future  avail¬ 
ability  of  loan  funds  from  the  United 
Methodist  Development  Fund”  and  asks 
that  the  Board  of  Pensions  be  mandated 
to  “invest  a  minimum  of  10  percent  of  its 
funds"  in  UMDF. 

The  Board  of  Pensions  has  $900  million 
to  invest,  UMDF  directors  note.  “A 
strong  local  ministry  and  congregation 
contributes  to  the  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  for  long  range  benefits.  As  connec- 
tionalism  is  a  distinctive  mark  of  the 
United  Methodist  understanding  of  what 
it  is  to  be  a  church,  a  portion  of  the  funds 
could  be  invested  for  the  mission  of  build¬ 
ing  new  congregations  and  strengthening 
local  ministries,”  the  petition  says. 

Pensions  board  opposes  move 

>  Nova  Langston,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Fund,  points  out  that  the  UMDF  has  a 
lower  default  rate  than  almost  anything 
else  the  pension  board  could  possibly 
invest  its  funds  in  and  that  the  percent¬ 
age  payout  (9  percent)  isn’t  that  bad. 

The  development  fund  directors  plan  to 
make  a  presentation  to  directors  of  the 
Board  of  Pensions  in  Houston  March  23. 
The  pensions  board  already  has  filed  a 
petition  opposing  the  proposal  which 
UMDF  will  place  before  the  General 
Conference.  The  board  cites  its  fiduciary 
responsibility  to  get  the  highest  possible 
return  on  the  pension  investments. 

Development  fund  directors  plan  to 
make  General  Conference  delegates  and 
visitors  aware  of  the  Fund  and  to  offer 
opportunities  for  investment  then  and 
there.  From  there  they  will  go  to  annual 
conference  sessions  next  May  and  June, 
according  to  promotion  planners. 


They  may  be  down,  they  say,  but  they 
are  determined  that  United  Methodism’s 
“savings  and  loan”  is  going  to  be  rebuilt 


to  fit  the  new  investment  scene  and  offer 
UM  members  more  options  for  investing 
in  their  church. 


New  managing  editor 
named  for  Reporter 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  Veteran  religion  journalist 
John  A.  Lovelace  has  been  named  man¬ 
aging  editor  of  The  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  effective  Feb.  25,  according  to  the 
newspaper’s  Editor/General  Manager, 
the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III. 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  the  move  was  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  resignation  of  Managing 
Editor  Sharon  R.  Mielke  after  nearly 
nine  years  on  the  staff,  the  last  3*6  as 
managing  editor  (see  related  article  on 
page  2).  Ms.  Mielke,  43,  plans  to  go  into 
business. 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  he  had  accepted  Ms. 
Mielke’s  resignation  “with  deep  regret. 
She  has  made  a  tremendous  contribution 
to  this  newspaper,  and  the  loss  is  not  only 
to  the  Reporter  and  her  colleagues  here, 
but  also  to  the  church.” 

Mr.  Dunnam  expressed  confidence  in 
Mr.  Lovelace’s  ability  to  guide  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  the  newspaper  as  managing 
editor.  Mr.  Lovelace,  52,  was  news  editor 
of  United  Methodist  Church  general 
periodicals  1968-73,  founding  editor  of  the 
United  Methodist  Newscope  in  1973,  and 
joined  UMR  as  an  associate  editor  in 


1981.  He  also  taught  journalism  1976-81  at 
Oklahoma  Baptist  University  and  was 
with  All-Church  Press,  1964-68. 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  that  Ms.  Mielke’s  re¬ 
signation  and  Mr.  Lovelace’s  promotion 
have  set  in  motion  a  “very  intensive  na¬ 
tional  search”  for  personnel  to  fill  the  re¬ 
sulting  vacancy.  He  added  that  the 
search  quite  possibly  would  result  also  in 
filling  a  new  position  on  the  Reporter’s 
editorial  staff  which  was  created  late  last 
year  but  has  never  been  occupied. 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  that  the  current 
search  is  focusing  on  the  location  of  one 
or  two  experienced  journalists  with  an 
active  Christian  commitment  and  a  thor¬ 
ough  knowledge  of  the  United  Methodist 
church.  Additional  preference  will  be  giv¬ 
en,  he  added,  to  female  applicants. 

Anyone  who  meets  these  qualifications 
and  is  interested  and  available  for  relo¬ 
cation  in  Dallas  —  or  who  knows  of  anoth¬ 
er  such  person  —  is  invited  to  contact 
UMR  Associate  Editor  for  Administra¬ 
tion  Dan  Louis  Jr.  at  214-630-6495  or  to 
submit  a  written  resume  and  samples  of 
writing  to  Mr.  Louis  at  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  TX  75222. 


Candidates  seek  nominations 

Gov.  Askew  courts  ‘evangelicals’ 


By  JIM  GALLOWAY 
Religious  News  Service 

Of  the  eight  Democrats  seeking  their 
party’s  presidential  nomination, 
Reubin  Askew,  55,  is  the  only  candidate 
running  a  campaign  with  the  kind  of 
self-proclaimed  moral  base  that  Jimmy 
Carter  ran  in  his  1976  presidential  race. 
The  former  Florida  governor,  an  active 
Presbyterian,  has  anti-abortion  leaders 
working  for  him  in  Iowa,  and  in  New 
Hampshire  he  has  several  times  stated 
his  opposition  to  attempts  at  redefining 
civil  rights  to  protect  homosexuals. 

Raised  a  Christian  Scientist  in  a  non¬ 
smoking  teetotaling  family,  Mr.  Askew 
became  a  Presbyterian  in  1956,  when  he 
married  his  wife,  Donna  Lou.  The 
couple’s  three  children  are  all  adopted. 

Both  Mr.  Askew  and  his  wife  are 
elders  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Askew  has  given  his  support  to 
evangelistic  crusades  by  both  Billy 
Graham  and  Bill  Bright  of  Campus 
Crusade  for  Christ. 

Long  a  progressive  on  race  matters 
in  Florida,  he  made  his  mark  as  a  state 
legislator  by  advocating  desegregation. 


Campaign 
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He  recalls  being  disappointed  by  lack  of 
support  from  his  own  church  as  gover¬ 
nor  of  Florida  in  1972,  when  there  was 
more  support  among  Methodists  and 
Catholics  for  the  Presbyterian  gover¬ 
nor's  efforts. 

He  is  considered  an  anti-abortion 
candidate,  though  he  does  not  favor  a 
constitutional  amendment  banning 
abortion. 

Though  Mr.  Askew  says  his  own 
position  on  homosexuality  is 
“evolving,”  he  says  "parents  should 
have  the  right  not  to  have  their  child 
taught  by  a  confirmed  gay  or  lesbian." 

Mr.  Askew  sees  the  Moral  Majority 
and  similar  groups  as  a  reaction  to  the 
swing  of  the  mainstream  churches  to 
the  left.  “The  return  of  the  church  to  the 


center,”  he  said,  will  remove  the 
political  base  of  what  was  once  known 
as  the  religious  New  Right. 

He  endorses  the  type  of  religious 
politicking  done  by  the  National  Council 
of  Churches.  “The  NCC  has  certainly 
asserted  itself  on  social  and  political 
issues.  The  difference  is  that  it  really 
didn’t  try  to  be  partisan  about  it.  And 
frankly  I  don’t  think  it  was  quite  as 
judgmental.” 

Despite  the  fact  that  some  of  his 
positions  are  deemed  conservative,  Mr. 
Askew  is  aiming  at  voters  with  a  main¬ 
stream,  not  fundamentalist  point  of 
view. 

The  former  Florida  governor,  who 
polled  6  percent  in  a  recent  nationwide 
survey,  does  not  fear  that  someone  will 
uncover  scandals  in  his  past  or  present, 
a  fact  he  attributed  partly  to  his 
religious  convictions.  “I  don’t  worry 
about  that.  It’s  just  that  faith  has  been  a 
very  important  part  of  my  life.  But  I 
also  feel  that  the  true  test  of  your  faith 
is  living  it.  It’s  how  you  demonstrate  it, 
as  opposed  to  wearing  it  on  your 
sleeve." 


Post  to  feature 
UMC  in  April 

INDIANAPOLIS  (UMNS)  -  The  200th 
anniversary  of  American  Methodism  — 
“the  most  American  of  the  American 
churches”  —  is  the  basis  for  a  major 
article  on  the  United  Methodist  Church 
which  will  appear  in  the  April  issue  of 
The  Saturday  Evening  Post. 

Titled,  “United  Methodists:  Freedom 
and  Grace,”  the  article  was  written  by 
veteran  United  Methodist  communicator 
Newman  Cryer  of  Indianapolis. 

The  idea  for  the  Post  article  gained 
momentum  after  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  printed  an  editorial  entitled 
“Ben  Franklin  would  expect  better” 
April  22,  1983.  The  editorial  took  the 
magazine,  founded  by  Mr.  Franklin, 
according  to  legend,  to  task  for 
publishing  an  article  complimentary  of 
Southern  Baptists  and  written  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  convention’s  chief 
public  relations  officer  while  at  the  same 
time  running  an  article  about 
Methodists,  somewhat  critical  of  them, 
by  a  non-Methodist. 

Interweaving  American  history  with 
the  growth  of  the  denomination,  Mr. 
Cryer  recounts  the  various  splits  and 
mergers  which  brought  about  the 
present-day  United  Methodist  Church  — 


Moving  Out  — 
Missional  Congregations 


Sharing  the  Whole  Gospel  with  the  Whole  World 
GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES 
475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115 


Like  a  grain  of  mustard  seed,  a  missional  congregation  has  great  poten¬ 
tial  for  growth.  Its  worship  is  vital  ...  its  people  are  compassionate  .  .  .it  is 
open  and  responsive  to  the  needs  of  persons  in  the  neighborhood.  It  not 
only  nurtures  its  members  in  the  faith  but  also  equips  them  to  move  out 
into  the  community  to  serve  and  witness  for  Christ. 

Of  the  more  than  3,000  counties  in  the  United  States  today,  only  some 
140  do  not  have  United  Methodist  churches.  Yet  our  church  has  suffered 
a  sharp  decline  in  membership.  As  we  celebrate  the  Bicentennial,  we  must 
move  to  develop  missional  congregations.  If  we  are  faithful  to  the  Biblical 
imperative,  we  must  invite  brothers  and  sisters  to  join  in  forming  communi¬ 
ties  of  love  and  justice. 

For  United  Methodism's  Third  Century,  we  need  renewal  in  congrega¬ 
tions  that  have  lost  touch  with  their  communities.  We  need  missional  con¬ 
gregations  in  communities  with  rapidly  expanding  populations,  especially 
those  with  growing  ethnic  and  language  groups. 

The  National  Program  Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
resources  annual  conferences  and  helps  them  formulate  comprehensive 
plans  for  developing  and  redeveloping  missional  congregations.  Services 
include  staff  consultation,  architectural  planning,  demographic  informa¬ 
tion,  fund-raising  for  capital  and  program,  loans  to  churches  for  construc¬ 
tion  and  renovation,  and  staff  assistance  in  planning  for  new  church  de¬ 
velopment,  redevelopment  and  renewal.  Information  on  request. 


Former  bishop  said 
considering  job  offer 


By  Religious  News  Service 

Former  United  Methodist  Bishop 
James  Armstrong  has  been  offered  an 
administrative  position  with  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  said  a  Feb.  10  report  in 
the  Chicago  Tribune.  According  to  the 
Tribune,  he  has  also  discussed  working 
with  the  Presbyterian  church,  but  he  of¬ 
fered  no  details  of  the  negotiations. 

The  report  by  Tribune  religion  writer 
Bruce  Buursma  also  said  Dr.  Armstrong, 
who  in  early  February  resigned  from  the 
ministry  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
is  still  reckoning  with  the  reasons  for  his 
surprise  resignation  Nov.  16,  from  the 
United  Methodist  episcopacy  and  as 
president  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

He  acknowledged  that  his  marriage 
has  been  imperiled  by  recent  events  in 
his  life,  but,  the  Tribune  reported,  he  has 
refused  to  describe  in  detail  his  marital 

Petition  opposes 
TV  violence 

HOUSTON  (UMR)  —  At  least  one 
major  United  Methodist  church  here  has 
gotten  behind  a  petition  asking  the  1984 
General  Conference  to  speak  against 
television  violence. 

The  petition  calls  on  United  Methodists 
“to  support  advertisers  who  spend  their 
advertising  dollars  on  quality  pro¬ 
gramming  and  to  oppose  advertisers  who 
support  excessive  violence,  sex,  pro¬ 
fanity  and  degradation  on  TV." 

The  catalyst  behind  the  petition  drive 
is  Mrs.  Pat  Wakefield  of  Chapelwood 
UMC.  In  addition  to  support  from  within 
her  own  congregation,  she  and  her  co- 
workers  got  unanimous  endorsement  of 
the  petition  from  the  administrative 
board  of  St.  Luke’s  UMC. 


troubles.  Dr.  Armstrong  told  the  Tribune 
reporter  he  felt  “personal  shame"  over 
“utterly  failing"  his  wife  and  their  five 
children. 

At  the  time  of  the  former  bishop’s  re¬ 
signation,  his  wife  of  42  years  issued  a 
statement  saying  that  she  and  her  hus¬ 
band  were  not  separated.  But  Dr.  Arm¬ 
strong  is  living  in  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Fla., 
where  he  is  an  advisor  to  international 
students  at  Broward  Community  Col¬ 
lege.  and  Mrs.  Armstrong  is  in  Indianap¬ 
olis. 

Both  Dr.  Armstrong  and  his  wife  have 
denied  that  divorce  proceedings  are  un¬ 
derway. 

Since  his  resignation,  Dr.  Armstrong 
has  spent  a  brief  period  at  the  Menninger 
Clinic  in  Topeka,  Kansas,  and  is  still  see¬ 
ing  a  therapist,  the  Tribune  reported. 
The  man  who  was  once  one  of  the  most 
prominent  clergymen  in  the  nation  has 
generally  shunned  the  press  since  his  re¬ 
signation,  partly,  he  told  the  Tribune,  be¬ 
cause  he  feared  reporters  would  “sensa¬ 
tionalize"  his  story. 

He  conceded  to  the  Tribune  that  his 
personal  faith  has  been  “rocky”  since 
last  fall.  “There  are  times  when  I  feel 
very  close  to  God,"  he  told  the  news¬ 
paper,  “but  there  are  other  times  when 
there  is  the  feeling  of  utter  silence  and 
abandonment." 

Officials  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ 
and  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Florida 
could  not  be  reached  for  comment  on 
plans  to  employ  the  former  Methodist 
bishop.  At  the  time  of  his  resignation,  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops, 
who,  in  their  own  words  were  “stunned 
into  silence”  by  their  colleague’s  deci¬ 
sion,  urged  him  to  “find  a  way  into  some 
form  of  ministry  appropriate  for  his  gifts 
and  grace,  his  knowledge  and  experience.  ” 

Dr.  Armstrong  said  he  was  not  contem¬ 
plating  a  return  to  the  parish  ministry. 


Charles  Colson 


Chuck  Colson  blasts 


TV’s  ‘gospel  of  greed’ 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  Amid  exhibi¬ 
tions  of  expensive  state-of-the-art  broad¬ 
cast  technologies,  a  speaker  warned  the 
National  Religious  Broadcasters  that 
they  were  transmitting  a  “what’s-in-it- 
for-me  gospel”  that  ignores  the  obliga¬ 
tion  to  help  the  needy  and  downcast. 

Charles  Colson,  who  became  a  born- 
again  Christian  after  serving  in  prison  for 
his  part  in  the  Watergate  break-in,  made 
the  blunt  warning  to  some  4,000  evangeli¬ 
cal  broadcasters  who  gathered  for 
NRB’s  40th,  and  largest,  annual  conven¬ 
tion. 

“Much  of  the  Christianity  we  slickly 
market  today  is  nothing  but  a  religious 
adaptation  of  the  self-seeking  values  of 
secular  culture,”  said  Mr.  Colson,  who 
now  tours  the  country  as  head  of  the  Pri¬ 
son  Fellowship.  He  recalled  a  recent  con¬ 
versation  he  had  with  an  aide  to  a  famous 
television  preacher,  whom  he  declined  to 
name,  who,  when  asked  about  the 
preacher’s  success,  replied:  “We  give  the 
people  what  they  want." 

Commenting  on  the  remark,  Mr. 


Colson  said:  “My  friends,  that  is  heresy, 
at  the  very  root  of  the  what’s  in-it-for-me 
gospel  so  prevalent  in  America."  He 
said,  instead,  God  commands  them  to 
“care  for  and  serve  the  sick,  the  impri¬ 
soned,  the  needy,  love  the  unlovable,  lay 
down  our  lives  for  another  .  .  . 

“Now  that  may  not  be  the  most  popular 
message  to  present  to  an  egocentric,  ma¬ 
terialistic  society.  It  wasn’t  popular 
when  Jesus  presented  it.  But,  my  friends, 
it  is  the  Gospel,  and  we  do  a  terrible  dis¬ 
service  to  our  Lord  when  we  present  only 
half  of  it." 

The  NRB’s  member  associations  make 
up  75  percent  of  religious  broadcast  pro¬ 
grams  in  this  country.  The  group  report¬ 
ed  at  its  convention  that  religious  broad-, 
casting  grew  by  10.2  percent  in  1983.  Ex¬ 
hibits  ranged  from  cable  television  and 
computers  to  modernize  congregations 
to  satellite  transmissions  which,  more 
and  more,  are  linking  up  Christians  for 
worship  services,  conferences,  evan¬ 
gelistic  rallies  and  fundraising  events  in 
dozens  of  cities  at  a  time. 
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Three  plans  offeredfor  telecommunications 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  1984 
General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  meet  May  1- 
11  in  Baltimore.  Following  is  the 
eighth  in  a  17-part  series  of  articles 
summarizing  major  issues  which 
will  face  the  delegates.  This  one 
deals  with  a  telecommunications 
plan  for  United  Methodism.  The 
logo  on  the  right  —  a  circuit  rider 
with  a  television  camera  —  is  the 
“theme  art”  of  the  proposal. 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

When  the  dust  settled  after  the 
lengthy  General  Conference  debate 
four  years  ago,  delegates  had  voted  for 
a  $25  million  “National  Television  Pre¬ 
sence  and  Ministry’’  campaign  —  pro¬ 
bably  to  include  United  Methodist 
ownership  of  a  “high  quality  commer¬ 
cial  TV  station.’’  The  goal  was  to  in¬ 
volve  the  UMC  in  utilizing  the  mass 
media  on  a  self-sustaining  basis. 

The  fund-raising  campaign  was  to  be 
based  on  individual,  voluntary  gifts 
from  outside  official  UM  funding  chan¬ 
nels  so  as  not  to  compete  with  ongoing 
denominational  benevolence  programs. 

The  fund-raising  campaign  failed, 
leaving  its  parent  agency,  the  UMC’s 
General  Commission  of  Communica¬ 
tions  with  about  $1  million  of  red  ink  by 
the  Spring  of  1982.  A  halt  was  called  to 
the  fund-raising  campaign  with  $500,000 
raised  and  one  experimental  broadcast 
via  satellite.  The  commission  set  out  to 
mop  up  the  red  ink. 

But  a  subsequent  survey  of  church 
leaders  and  communicators  indicated 
I _ 


United  Methodists  believe  the 
denomination  should  be  involved  in 
mass  communications  and,  in  fact,  are 
already  heavily  involved  in  some  locali¬ 
ties  and  regions. 

The  communications  commission 
asked  a  task  force,  headed  by  Bishop 
Paul  A.  Duffey  of  the  Louisville  Area,  to 
develop  a  new  proposal  for  the  1984 
General  Conference. 

Delegates  will  be  asked  in  May  to 
consider  three  telecommunications 
proposals  for  1985-88  —  proposals  that 
differ  only  in  the  amount  of  funding  and 
in  how  the  funds  are  divided.  The 
content  at  the  general  church  level  is 
the  same  for  all  three  (see  graph). 

The  proposal  in  each  of  its  versions  is 
radically  different  from  the  one  in  1980, 
communications  leaders  say. 

First  of  all,  this  is  not  just  a  television 
proposal,  says  Bishop  Duffey,  but  a 
comprehensive  telecommunications 
proposal.  Telecommunications  in¬ 
cludes  the  electronic  technologies  used 
to  communicate  at  a  distance,  i.e.  tele¬ 
vision,  cable  television,  telephones, 
teleconference,  telemeetings,  radio, 
computer-to-computer  links,  electronic 
mail,  computer  conferencing  and  the 
use  of  satellites  in  transmission. 

In  other  words,  this  proposal  wouldn’t 
put  all  the  church’s  telecommunica¬ 
tions  eggs  in  the  television  basket  as  the 
1980  plan  did. 

Persons  involved  in  developing  the 
new  proposal  say  it  is  also  different  in 
that  it  is  not  a  national,  top-down  pro¬ 
gram,  but  is  designed  to  assist  local,  re¬ 
gional  and  national  mass  media  efforts 
in  a  “collaborative”  style.  For  ex¬ 


ample.  direct  efforts  to  improve  local 
church  and  annual  conference  utiliza¬ 
tion  of  cable,  in-church  video  and  radio 
ministries  would  receive  a  sizeable 
chunk  of  the  funds  under  the  Duffey 
task  force  model. 

Bishop  Duffey  says  the  proposal 
recognizes  that  many  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  local  churches  have  moved 
into  media  ministries.  It  also 
recognizes  there  are  “gaps”  in  what 
they  are  doing  which  could  be  filled  by 
linking  groups  already  involved,  by 
providing  training  and  program  ma¬ 
terials  and  by  helping  them  arrange  ex¬ 
changes  of  each  other’s  programs.  “At 
the  same  time,  it  would  provide  ways 
for  those  who  are  not  already  involved 
to  begin,”  he  said. 
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Another  difference,  leaders  say,  is  a 
focus  on  programming  and  enable¬ 
ment,  rather  than  on  hardware.  How¬ 
ever,  equipment  is  a  necessary  part  of 
most  communications  efforts,  and 
some  equipment  purchase  is  included 
in  the  proposal. 

Then  there  is  the  question  of  how  is  it 
going  to  be  paid  for  and  who  will  pay? 

The  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  commission  proposal  —  entitled 
“Equipping  the  Church  for  Ministry  in 
the  Information  Age”  —  requests  a  $4.8 
million  annual  apportionment  for  each 
of  the  coming  four  years.  Half  would  be 
retained  for  work  at  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  level  and  half  would  fund  the 
general  church  telecommunications 
program.  The  four  year  funding  goal 
would  be  $19.2  million. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries 
and  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  —  acting  separately  — 
approved  the  UMCom  concepts  but  not 
the  proposal’s  funding  aspect. 

GCOM  is  recommending  to  General 
Conference  delegates  that  only  $2.4  mil¬ 
lion  per  year  be  apportioned  for  a  four- 
year  total  of  $9.6  million.  Of  this,  one- 
fourth  (25%)  would  be  retained  for  use 
by  the  annual  conferences.  The  finance 
council  offers  yet  another  recommen¬ 
dation:  that  $2.4  million  be  the  annual 
apportioned  asking  and  that  it  be  ad¬ 
ministered  solely  by  the  national  com¬ 
munications  commission.  Under  this 
variation,  no  funds  would  be  retained 
by  the  annual  conference. 

Ever  since  the  dust  settled  in  1980, 
money  to  accomplish  what  many  UMs 
seem  to  want  to  do  —  utilize  the  mass 


media  and  new  electronics  communica¬ 
tions  techniques  more  effectively  —  has 
continually  cropped  up  as  the  biggest 
issue. 

“We  argue  that  we  don’t  have  the 
funds,  but  what  we’re  missing  is  the 
foresight,”  said  the  Rev.  Alan  Waltz  re¬ 
cently  of  United  Methodism’s 
reluctance  to  embrace  the  electronic 
media.  “We’re  still  not  looking  at  the 
missional  possibilities  that  the 
electronic  age  presents,”  he  said. 


But  other  UMs  say  the  key  sticking 
point  for  them  is  the  need  for  the  de¬ 
nomination  to  focus  its  attention  on  one 
“missional  priority”  given  the  limited 
resources  available  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  people.  They  fear  the  telecom- 
communications  proposal  will,  in 
effect,  become  a  second  “missional  pri¬ 
ority”  or  might  even  replace  the  mis¬ 
sional  priority. 

Communications  leaders  say,  “No,” 
this  plan  will  equip  the  church  more  ef¬ 
fectively  to  accomplish  all  its  priorities. 


Board  investigation  of 
controversy;  propriety 


IRD  raises  new 
challenged  on  floor 


the  church  today 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Opposition 
to  "interventionist  and  militaristic”  rec¬ 
ommendations  of  the  Kissinger  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Central  America  was  voiced  Feb. 
18  here  by  directors  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  chief  social  action  agency. 

Specific  points  were  not  spelled  out  in 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  resolu¬ 
tion.  Lee  Ball  of  Duluth,  Minn.,  who 
chairs  the  board’s  department  of  peace 
and  world  order,  said  “we  are  objecting 
to  the  increase  of  military  aid”  in  Central 
America. 

In  other  business  at  the  final  meetings 
of  the  1981-84  quadrennium,  the  board’s 
directors  voted  to  support  the  six-months 
suspension  of  the  international  boycott  of 
Nestle  products,  reiterated  their  dislike 
of  the  proposed  1985-88  missional  priority 


for  the  denomination,  and  supported  a 
bill  in  Congress  which  would  give  institu¬ 
tions  the  same  rights  as  individuals  with 
Internal  Revenue  Service. 

The  board  also  received  a  report  from 
a  four-member  committee  that  has  spent 
the  past  year  investigating  the  finances 
and  policies  of  the  Institute  on  Religion 
and  Democracy  (IRD).  In  discussion 
after  its  presentation,  the  report  became 
almost  as  controversial  as  the  IRD  itself. 

The  Church  and  Society  panel,  chaired 
by  the  Rev.  Frank  L.  Dorsey  of  Emporia, 
Kan.,  said  it  “uncovered  no  new  informa¬ 
tion”  to  substantiate  charges  from  some 
quarters  that  the  IRD  receives  funding 
from  South  Africa.  The  report,  however, 
was  sharply  critical  at  other  points  of  the 
IRD  whose  board  of  directors  is  headed 


CLASSIFIEDS 


PLEASANT  DISTRICT  PARSONAGE  IN  SAN 
JOSE.  Will  trade  it  for  similar  home  in  New  England 
area  for  a  month's  summer  vacation.  Happy  to 
preach  there,  minimum  house-sitting  respon; 
sibiiities  here.  Let's  negotiate.  Newell  Knudson,  2763 
Cheryl  Ann  Ct..  San  Jose,  CA  95124. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  (EDUCATION  AND 

YOUTH  EMPHASIS)  one  full-time  position  or  two 
part-time  positions.  800-member  urban  congregation 
adjacent  to  university  campus  Salary  negotiable 
Resume  and  application  deadline  March  15,  1984 
Hamline  United  Methodist  Church,  1514  Englewood, 

JOB  VACANCY:  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  OF 

established  program.  McFarlin  United  Methodist 
Church,  Norman,  Oklahoma  (adjacent  to  OU). 
Apply:  Dr.  Phil  Fenn,  Box  2190,  Norman,  Okla. 
73070. 

MINISTER/DIRECTOR  of  Music  to  lead 
comprehensive,  growth-oriented  program  for 
children,  youth,  adults,  handbells  in  2,800-member 
church;  superb  facilities  and  Organs;  forward 
thinking  congregation  with  high  community 
visibility;  salary  negotiable.  Send  request  for 
position  and  resume  information  to  Search 
Committee,  Fist  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
1838,  Corpus  Christi,  Texas  78403,  (512  )  884-0391 ;  Dr. 
Dan  E.  Solomon,  Pastor 

ONE- YEAR  APPOINTMENT  CHURCH  HISTORY 

division  1984-85  academic  year.  Superior  credentials 
in  History  of  Methodism,  demonstrated  competence 
to  teach  general  courses  in  Church  History,  teach 
reduced  load,  no  committee  assignments,  assistance 
in  searching  for  permanent  appointment  Housing, 
limited  benefits,  some  moving  expenses.  Salary 
open.  Resume,  letters  of  reference  and  statement 
from  Chair  of  Dissertation  Committee  to  C.  M. 
Kempton  Hewitt,  Dean.  Methodist  Theological 
School  in  Ohio,  Box  1204,  Delaware,  Ohio  43015.  until 
March  1, 1984. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  -  FULL  TIME  Bachelor's 
degree  or  equivalent  with  experience  preferred. 
Send  resume  to:  Sanlando  United  Methodist  Church, 
1890  W.  State  Road  434,  Longwood,  Florida  32750. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  ORANGE. 
Texas  is  looking  for  a  music-youth  director  to 
maintain  high  standards  of  a  choral  program 
including  five  choirs  and  handbells  and  give 
direction  to  a  fine  youth  program.  Will  consider 
person  either  for  music  or  youth.  Salary  above 
average.  Please  send  full  resume  to  Mr.  Joe  Powell, 
Chairman,  Pastor-Parish  Committee,  502  Sixth 
Street,  Orange,  Texas  77630. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  (EDUCATION  AND 
YOUTH  work  emphasis)  —  1,000-member  church. 
Salary  negotiable  Send  resumes  to  Staff  Committee, 
Box  1510,  Harlingen,  TX  78551. 

DCE:  PART  TIME  -  20  HRS./wk.,  mostly  with 
children  &  adults  Growing  church.  Contact  Dr.  Mont 
Duncan,  Vamo  United  Methodist  Church.  8521  Vamo 
Rd,  Sarasota,  FL  33581 

DIRECTOR  OF  FAMILY  MINISTRIES.  PRESENT 
responsibilities  —  youth  ministry  and  education. 
Salary  —  $17,000  and  negotiable.  Hope  United  Meth- 
odist  Church,  P.O.  Box  400.  Hope.  Ar.  71801.  phone: 
1-<501  >-777-8816 

THIRTY  FIFTH  WORLD  TOUR  -  JULY  departure. 
Japan,  Taiwan,  Hong  Kong.  Bangkok.  Nepal,  India. 
Egypt,  the  Holy  Land.  Germany  Oberammergau 
Passion  Play.  Optional  return  via  Russia  to 
Germany.  Send  for  brochure.  Fallon,  3519  Donnelly 

OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY  TOUR. 
September  1984.  plus  European  Highlights.  From 
$489.00.  air  fare  extra.  47-600  Hui  Ulili  St.,  Kaneohe. 
Hawaii  96744  <  808  )  239-8334 

OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY  TOURS:  TWO 
16-day  tours  departing  Denver.  CO  or  NYC,  Rev 
James  Barnes.  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
Denver,  tour  host.  June  14-29  —  Passion  Play  and 
Holy  Land,  Mt.  Nebo,  Amman.  Galilee.  Jerusalem  & 
Masada  July  17 -Aug.  1  —  Passion  Play  4  Danube 
capitals.  Salzburg.  Prague.  Budapest  4  Vienna  For 
brochure  write  1820  Broadway,  Denver,  CO  80202  or 
call  (303  )  839-1493 

RECORD  OF  CONTRIBUTIONS  SYSTEM  FOR 
IBM-PC-XT  Accounts  for  offerings.  Reports  to 
donors  User  friendly  plus  more  $825.  713-937-9535 
Micro-Dynamics  P.O.  Box  40691.  Houston.  Tx  77240. 

LIMITED  EDITION  1.000  NUMBERED  4x54 
color  reproductions  of  "Epworth."  Matted  for  8  x9V 
Money  back  if  not  satisfied.  Send  $19.95  to 
"Epworth,"  1109  N.  Staples.  Corpus  Christi,  Texas 
78401 

CHURCH  SECRETARIES'  NEWSLETTER: 
Outstanding!  Edited  by  Gayle  Hilligoss,  presenter  of 
Cokesbury’s  national  church  secretaries'  seminars. 
For  brochure:  PRO.  FILE.  13004  Pratt  Road,  Lee’s 
Summit.  MO  64063. 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA  -  ONE  MILE  FROM 
assembly.  3  br  .  2  baths,  2  family  rooms,  living  room, 
dining  area  and  kitchen,  2  decks.  Fantastic  view  in 
an  apple  orchard,  all  kinds  of  apple  trees,  20  peach, 
thornless  blackberries,  grape  arbor,  plum,  pears  and 
cherries  all  in  good  condition.  Garden  spot,  paved 
road,  2  driveways  and  deep  well.  Lower  has  small 
apt.  (704  )  456-8558,  219  Mauney  Cove  Loop, 
JjVa^nevillej^LC 


HAVE  SMALL  ORCHARD.  HOUSE.  SHOP  near 
Brewster,  Wash,  on  river.  Will  lease  for  $1  to 
qualified  person  who  will  take  care  of  premises.  Mr. 
Dickinson,  4017  N.  Point  Dr.,  Anchorage,  Alaska 
99502  (907)  243-1079. 


WANTED  COMPUTER  SOFTWARE  (CHURCH 
FINANCES  4  contributions)  for  a  Radio  Shack 
TRS80  Model  12,  64K  computer.  Grace  United  Meth- 
odist  Church,  600  S  Jefferson,  Springfield.  MO  65807. 


MOBILE  EDUCATION  BUILDING  FOR  SALE. 
2,200  square  feet,  four  rooms,  bath  and  kitchen, 
central  air,  $32,000.  St.  Luke  United  Methodist 
Church.  Fort  Worth.  TX  (817) 


CHURCH  ORGAN  FOR  SALE.  ALLEN  model  C-l 
with  Gyrofone  five  speaker  unit.  Royal  Oak 
Community  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  126, 
Royal  Oak.  Md.  21662. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FOR  CHURCH  WITH  highest 
church  school  average  attendance  in  Florida 
Conference,  established  year-round  program,  250 
youth  enrolled.  Master's  Degree  in  Christian 
Education  preferred,  experience  required,  salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume,  picture  and  references  to 
Mrs.  Jon  Luce,  72  Lake  Morton  Drive,  Lakeland,  FL 
-2222. 


FULL-TIME  D.C.E.  IN  1,900-member  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria,  LA.  Position 
available  June  1,  1984  Masters  degree  in  Christian 
Education  or  equivalent  degree.  Salary  negotiable 
based  on  experience,  education  and  specific  skills. 
Send  resume  and  references  to  Dr.  Tracy  Arnold, 
2727  Jackson  St.,  Alexandria.  LA  71301 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FOR  1,700-MEMBER  church, 
Nashville,  Tennessee  vicinity.  Direction  of  total 
youth  programs  Experience  desirable,  salary 
negotiable,  depending  on  qualifications.  Send 
resume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  217  East 
Main  Street,  Hendersonville.  TN  37075 


POSITION  AVAILABLE,  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC: 
large  Southwest  Florida  United  Methodist  Church, 
Sarasota  District,  seeks  Music  Director  and/or 
Organist.  Multiple  choirs,  bell  choir,  Moller  Pipe 
Organ.  Full  benefits  available,  salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume:  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
6002,  Venice.  Florida  33595 


JUNE  5-19,  1984  OBERAMMERGAU,  JORDAN, 
ISRAEL,  EGYPT  $2,039  from  NYC,  free 
information.  Dr.  Don  Haarup,  Box  31,  Brainerd,  MN 
56401-0031  (218) 


SPRING-AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES.  Reserve 
now  Incomparable  view  Completely  furnished 
efficiencies  $125  week.  $400  four  weeks;  Clayton 
Calhoun,  POB  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786  (704  )  627- 


UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL.  A  PORTFOLIO  of 
graphs  and  instructions  for  embroidery  and  other 
projects.  Portfolio  shows  nine  items  featuring  the 
United  Methodist  symbol  Includes:  latch  hook 
banner,  candlewick  pillow,  needlepoint  bookend, 
backstitch  Christmas  ornaments,  and  five  cross- 
stitch  projects.  $7.00  (Minn,  residents  add  6%  tax). 
NANCY  DESIGNS,  11036-R  Trail  West, 
Bloomington.  MN  55437 


WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest?  Write 
UMDF,  Room  303B.  475  Riverside  Drive,  N.Y.,  N.Y. 
10115. 


BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS. 
ACCUMULATIONS,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references 
7  Whooping  Crane.  Rockport,  Texas  78382. 


AFRICAN  INSTITUTE  (ECUMENICAL,  NOTRE 
DAME's  fifteenth)  for  Christians  preparing  to  serve 
in  Africa  and  for  those  on  furlough;  4-29  June,  1984 
Information:  Dr  Peter  Walshe,  African  Studies, 
Department  of  Government,  University  of  Notre 
Dame,  Indiana  46556  Phone  (219  )  232-0743  or  239- 
7312. 


by  the  Rev.  Edmund  W.  Robb,  a  United 
Methodist. 

“We  are  extremely  troubled  that  an  or¬ 
ganization  which  seeks  to  enter  into  an 
open  battle  of  ideas  with  our  denomina¬ 
tion,  and  our  agency,  receives  major 
funding  from  foundations  which  are  not 
open  to  public  scrutiny,”  the  report  said. 

Further,  “all  major  funding  sources'’ 
of  IRD  have  a  “strong  interest  in  South 
Africa  .  .  .  Although  apartheid  is  criti¬ 
cized,  we  find  no  criticism  of  the  major 
legal  points  of  that  system  which  lead  to 
the  homelands  policy,  or  to  separation  of 
workers  from  their  families.” 

Other  points  in  the  report  question  the 
IRD’s  making  the  United  Methodist 
Church  “a  particular  target  of  criti¬ 
cism;”  cite  the  “non-democratic  proce¬ 
dures  and  techniques  of  the  self-ap¬ 
pointed  Advisory  Board”  of  IRD;  the 
“insensitivity”  in  IRD  materials  to 
“questions  of  racism,  sexism  and  class- 
ism;”  and  a  “constant  emphasis  on 
United  States  nationalism.” 

Director  walks  out 

James  M.  Dolliver,  Olympia,  Wash., 
immediately  took  the  floor  to  challenge 
the  inquiry  and  report  as  “questioning 
the  integrity  of  an  organization  rather 
than  fighting  it  on  its  merits. 

“The  principles  that  apply  to  those  we 
love  should  apply  also  to  those  with 
whom  we  disagree.  I  know  of  no  other 
group  about  which  we  have  felt  com¬ 
pelled  to  mount  a  full-scale  investiga¬ 
tion.” 

In  the  course  of  his  emotion-filled  re¬ 
marks,  Mr.  Dolliver  likened  the  ques¬ 
tions  posed  to  those  raised  by  critics 
about  the  integrity  of  the  late  Bishop  G. 
Bromley  Oxnam,  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 

“I  love  this  church,”  he  said,  “and  I  be¬ 
long  to  no  caucus  or  any  other  group. 
Until  we  took  this  action  I  have  never 
been  ashamed  of  this  church.  I  am  now." 

Dr.  Dorsey  responded  that  “I  don’t  be¬ 
lieve  we’ve  done  what  you  said  we  have 
done.  If  I  thought  this  board  would  say 
that  the  IRD  should  not  exist  I  would  re¬ 
sign  now.” 

The  board  voted  to  receive  the  report. 
Later  in  the  session  a  motion  was  intro¬ 
duced,  which  ultimately  passed,  to  com¬ 


mend  the  commission  for  its  work.  Mr. 
Dolliver,  saying  he  could  not  take  part  in 
that  action,  walked  from  the  meeting  room. 

A  statement  supplied  after  the  debate 
to  United  Methodist  News  Service  by 
Diane  Knippers  of  the  IRD  staff  said  that 
organization  “unequivocally”  opposes 
apartheid,  “including  the  homelands  po¬ 
licy  and  separation  of  workers  from  their 
families  .  .  .  Let  me  be  very  clear  —  any 
system  which  denies  the  essential  human 
dignity  of  those  created  in  the  image  of 
God  is  repugnant. 

“We  will  continue  to  press  our  case  — 
that  our  church’s  social  witness  will  be 
enhanced  by  a  greater  appreciation  of 
democratic  values.” 

Priority  still  issue 

On  another  controversy,  the  board’s 
dissatisfaction  with  the  proposed  1985-88 
missional  priority  for  United  Methodism 
rumbled  across  the  opening  session  of 
the  Feb.  16-19  meeting. 

Church  and  Society  was  one  of  a  half- 
dozen  denominational  agencies  calling 
for  retention  for  another  four  years  of  the 
present  emphasis  on  developing  and 
strengthening  ethnic  minority  congrega¬ 
tions.  The  board  also  wanted  special  pro¬ 
grams  on  peace  with  justice  and  hunger 
added. 

The  Rev.  Fred  Allen,  who  joined  the 
board’s  staff  earlier  this  year  as  asso¬ 
ciate  general  secretary  for  issue  develop¬ 
ment  of  advocacy,  said  it  “appears  that 
much  of  the  board’s  input  was  ignored” 
by  the  General  Council  on  Ministries  in 
developing  the  emphasis  now  being  pro¬ 
posed  to  the  1984  General  Conference. 

Church  and  Society  directors  reaf¬ 
firmed  their  earlier  call  for  continuing 
the  present  priority,  and  adding  the  two 
special  programs.  Deleted  from  the  mo¬ 
tion  was  a  sentence  saying  the  board 
“evidence(s)  gratitude  for  the  careful 
work  done  by  GCOM”  on  the  proposed 
“Church  Alive.” 

In  his- final  remarks  as  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  president,  Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp 
of  Springfield,  Ill.,  said  denominational 
agencies  must  broaden  their  base,  parti¬ 
cularly  at  the  staff  level,  to  represent  the 
philosophical  pluralism  of  the  church. 
“This  might  create  tension  in  the  staff,” 
he  observed,  “but  there  is  tension  in  the 
church.” 


New  episcopal  area 
conference  proposed 

PORTLAND,  Ore.  (UMNS)  -  Creation 
of  a  sixth  episcopal  area  and  a  new 
annual  conference  in  United  Metho¬ 
dism’s  Western  Jurisdiction  will  be  rec¬ 
ommended  to  the  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ference  when  it  meets  next  July  in  Boise, 
Idaho. 

The  new  unit  would  be  carved  out  of  the 
present  Los  Angeles  Area  and  include 
virtually  all  of  Arizona,  a  slice  of 
southern  Nevada  and  two  churches  in 
southeastern  California.  The  proposal 
was  approved  here  recently  by  the  juris¬ 
diction  Committee  on  Conferences  and 
Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

At  present,  virtually  all  of  Arizona  and 
southern  Nevada  are  in  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference. 

Churches  get  incentives 
for  special  facilities 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)  -  Fifty 
United  Methodist  churches  will  receive 
grants  of  $500  each  to  help  make  their  fa¬ 
cilities  and  activities  accessible  to 
persons  with  handicapping  conditions. 

This  is  the  fourth  time  “incentive” 
grants  are  being  made  available  to  local 
churches.  Last  year  50  churches  received 
$500  each.  More  than  400  applied. 

Congressman  salutes 
late  UMC  minister 

DALLAS  (UMR)  —  Congressman  John 
F.  Seiberling  of  Ohio,  who  nominated  the 
late  Rev.  John  P.  Adams  for  the  1983  No¬ 
bel  Peace  Prize,  paid  tribute  to  Mr. 
Adams  on  the  floor  of  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  shortly  before  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  minister’s  death  in 
December. 

Rep.  Seiberling  said,  “John  Adams’ 
quiet  example  of  a  lifelong  commitment 
to  peace  goes  to  the  very  core  of  what  the 
Nobel  Peace  Prize  is  all  about.  John 
Adams  may  not  have  won  the  NobeL 
Peace  Prize,  but  his  life  is  a  striking 
example  that  one  man  can  and  has  made 
a  difference.” 

Under  extension  of  his  remarks,  Rep. 
Seiberling  inserted  into  the  Congression¬ 
al  Record  the  full  text  of  an  article  about 
Mr.  Adams  by  Associate  Editor  John  A. 
Lovelace  which  first  appeared  in  UMR  in 
November  1982. 


Texas  governor  asks  for  church  aid 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

AUSTIN,  Texas  —  Texas  Governor 
Mark  White  recently  summoned  a  group 
of  20  religious  leaders  to  the  state  capitol 
here  and  appealed  to  them  to  mobilize 
their  churches  to  help  the  state  govern¬ 
ment  meet  a  human  crisis. 

A  freeze  which  destroyed  crops  in  the 
Rio  Grande  Valley  left  thousands  of 
workers  in  financial  ruin  and  nearly 
drained  the  state’s  $2.5  million  emer¬ 
gency  assistance  fund.  Gov.  White  asked 
Texans  “of  all  faiths”  to  contribute  to  a 
special  interdenominational  fund  to 
provide  immediate  interim  aid  to  indi¬ 
viduals  affected  by  this  disaster. 

Describing  the  Dec.  22  freeze  as  the 
“worst  in  recent  memory,”  Gov.  White 
explained  that  the  freeze  resulted  in  a 
$500  million  economic  income  loss  to 
the  citrus  and  agricultural  industry  and  a 
$30  million  income  loss  to  farmworkers. 

To  collect  the  needed  funds,  the  gover¬ 
nor  suggested  that  congregations,  par¬ 
ishes  and  synagogues  take  a  “second 
offering”  in  addition  to  their  regular 
offerings  on  Feb.  17-19. 

In  response  to  that  appeal,  a  Texans’ 
Valley  Relief  Fund  was  chartered  by  an 


ecumenical  group  of  religious  leaders.  It 
will  provide  the  corporate  framework  for 
receiving  and  distributing  the  special 
funds  which  are  collected. 

One  supporter  of  the  relief  fund  organi¬ 
zation  is  the  Texas  Conference  of 
Churches,  which  represents  50  religious 
bodies  throughout  the  state.  The  group’s 
director,  the  Rev.  Frank  Dietz,  was  one 
of  those  who  attended  the  governor’s  re- 


Petition 
deadline  looms 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
Final  reminder:  Postmark  deadline 
for  petitions  to  the  1984  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Conference  is  March  1. 

How-to  details  are  spelled  out  in 
Para.  607  of  “The  Book  of  Discipline.” 
Also  see  UMR,  Feb.  17. 

Copies  of  all  petitions  should  be  sent 
to: 

Petitions  Secretary 
P.O.  Box  28809 
San  Jose,  CA  95159 


cent  meeting.  He  said:  “Their  crops  such 
as  oranges,  lettuce  and  aloe  vera  were 
wiped  out.” 

Amidst  reports  of  “widespread 
hunger,  economic  hardship  and  emo¬ 
tional  anguish,”  Mr.  Dietz  added  that 
about  35,000  households,  which  average 
5.8  people  each,  have  been  affected.  “The 
workers  live  24  hours  at  a  time  on  daily 
crop  payments,”  he  explained.  “Now 
everything  has  stopped. 

“From  funds  collected,  we  plan  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  workers  with  money  vouchers 
which  can  be  used  to  pay  utility,  medical 
and  food  bills.” 

He  added  that  100  percent  of  contri¬ 
butions  from  local  churches  would  be  dis¬ 
tributed  to  those  in  need.  Expenses  for 
administering  the  special  fund  will  be 
covered  by  the  Texas  Conference  of 
Churches  and  various  other  denomi¬ 
national  and  state  relief  agencies. 


Methodist  ‘year’  named 
by  Tar  Heel  governor 

RALEIGH,  N.C.  —  Methodists  may 
have  won  a  first  for  the  church  when 
Gov.  James  B.  Hunt  Jr.  issued  a  procla¬ 
mation  declaring  1984  as  the  bicentennial 
year  of  Methodism  in  the  Tar  Heel  state. 

Bishop  William  R.  Cannon  of  the  Ra¬ 
leigh  Area  said  this  was  the  first  procla¬ 
mation  issued  by  any  state  he  knew  about 
when  Governor  Hunt  presented  the  proc¬ 
lamation  to  him  in  the  old  Senate  Cham¬ 
ber  of  the  Capitol  in  Raleigh,  Jan.  30. 

Computer  ministries 
coordinator  named 

RUTLAND,  Vt.  —  In  wbat  may  b?  a 
“first”  in  church  management  the  Rut¬ 
land  United  Methodist  Church  here  has 
hired  a  “Coordinator  of  Computer  Min¬ 
istries.”  Retained  for  the  part-time  role  is 
Judy  Olson  of  Rutland. 

The  new  position  will  involve  use  of  the 
church’s  micro-computer  including  fi¬ 
nancial  and  membership  records  ;  talent 
bank  and  data  on  volunteer  interests; 
editing  of  church  newsletters  and  bulle¬ 
tins;  and  such  other  uses  as  may  be  de¬ 
veloped. 

Bicentennial-related 
college  courses  offered 

FORT  WORTH  -  Texas  Wesleyan  Col¬ 
lege  here  is  offering  a  summer  term  July 
9-Aug.  10  at  Wesley  College  near  Bristol, 
England. 

TWC  officials  said  the  special  term 
was  arranged  in  connection  with  the  bi¬ 
centennial  year  for  American  Metho¬ 
dism,  emphasizing  the  denomination’s 
roots  in  England. 

Courses  will  be  offered  in  English,  hu¬ 
manities,  philosophy,  political  science, 
education  and  religion. 
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Regency  Gowns 

$19  95UP 

EXPERT  TAILORING 

Finest  Fabrics,  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality. 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction. 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fa¬ 
bric  Swatches  on  Request. 

FLegency 

P.O.  Box  10557-T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


African  Palms 


If  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  income 
averages  $55  per  year  to  buy  the  bare 
necessities  of  life  and  to  help  fill 
agricultural,  educational, 
vocational  and  health  needs.  All 
work  done  in  this  country  is 
volunteered.  Orders  are 
acknowledged  and  must  be 
received  by  March  15  to  assure 
delivery  by  Palm  Sunday.  Rates 
based  on  $6.00  per  100;  $3.00  per  50,  in 
multiples  of  50.  Only  individual-sized 
palm  crosses  are  available.  Inquiries 
invited.  Include  your  street  address 
for  United  Parcel  Service  delivery. 
AFRICAN  PALMS,  P.O.  Box  575, 
Olney,  MD  20832. 


MAKE  SURE  YOUR  CHURCH  ALWAYS  ORDERS  ENOUGH! 

Che UppcrRoom  alive  new!  Christian  homc 
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THE  UPPER  ROOM.  1908  Grand  Avenue.  P.0.  Box  189.  Nashville..  TN  37202 
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New  Louisiana  Area  Office  Building 


To  Be  Dedicated  This  Friday,  March  2 


Governor  David  C.  Treen  will  deliver  the  main  address  at 
the  service  of  dedication  for  the  new  Area  Office  Building  this 
Friday,  March  2,  at  11  a.m. 

Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway  will  dedicate  the  new  $1  million 
building.  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  chairperson  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Episcopal  Committee,  will  preside  and  Mr.  J.  Luther 
Jordan,  chairperson  of  the  Building  Committee,  will  present 
the  building,  debt-free,  for  dedication. 

The  building  and  land  were  completely  underwritten 


through  donations  from  individuals,  districts  and  local 
churches.  Donors  of  the  land,  with  its  ideal  location  in  down¬ 
town  Baton  Rouge,  were:  the  James  W.  Beam  family,  Jones  S. 
Davis,  the  Frost  Foundation,  and  the  T.  L.  James  family. 

Soon  to  be  included  in  the  new  building  will  be  the  portraits 
of  the  presiding  bishops  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  from  its 
establishment  as  a  separate  conference  in  1960.  These  include 
Bishops  Aubrey  Walton,  Finis  Crutchfield,  J.  Kenneth  Shamb- 
lin,  and  Paul  V.  Galloway. 


Lynn  Redgrave  To  Host  Documentary 


On  Lost  History  Of  Methodist  Women 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  Ask  history  buffs  to  name  the 
people  who  influenced  Methodism  in  America,  and  the  names 
John  Wesley,  Francis  Asbury,  and  perhaps  Richard  Allen  roll 
quickly  off  their  tongues. 

But  the  courage,  influence  and  ministries  of  Harriet 
Tubman,  Maggie  Van  Cott,  Mary  McLeod  Bethune  and 
Frances  Willard  are  often  ignored  or  forgotten  as  shapers  of 
the  Methodist  movement. 

The  “lost  histories"  of  these  and  many  other  women  are  the 
subject  of  a  one-hour  television  documentary  to  be  released  in 
March  by  NBC-TV. 

“A  Lost  History,”  with  host  actress  Lynn  Redgrave, 
chronicles  the  often  untold  stories  of  women  who  have 
influenced  the  Wesleyan  movement  in  the  United  States  since 
before  the  1784  Christmas  Conference.  The  project  was 
initiated  by  the  Pan  Methodist  Bicentennial  Committee  and 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  as  part  of  the  year¬ 
long  celebration  of  the  200th  birthday  of  American  Methodism. 
The  program,  scheduled  to  air  Sunday,  March  18  at  12  p.m. 
CST,  combines  historical  sketches,  personal  anecdotes, 
photographs  and  drawings  of  such  persons  as  Harriet  Tubman 
—  conductor  of  the  anti-slavery  Underground  Railroad  —  with 
interviews  with  modern-day  church  women. 

Other  famous  women  from  Methodist  history  discussed  in 
the  documentary  include: 

*  Barbara  Heck  —  The  “Mother  of  Methodism”  who  founded 
John  Street  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  York  City  after 
she  discovered*  her  unchurched  Irish  American  cousins 
gambling  in  her  kitchen.  Class  meetings  and  worship  services 
began  in  1766,  and  the  church  was  erected  two  years  later. 

*  Mary  McLeod  Bethune  —  The  15th  child  of  former  slaves 
who  went  on  to  become  “the  most  influential  black  woman  in 
American  history.”  An  educator  and  lecturer,  she  founded 


Bethune-Cookman  College,  one  of  12  historically  black  colleges 
related  to  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

*  Frances  Willard  —  An  early  opponent  of  “sexist 
language,”  she  and  four  other  women  were  refused  seats  as 
delegates  at  the  1887  General  Conference  because  only 
“Laymen”  could  be  recognized.  As  president  of  the  former 
Women’s  Christian  Temperance  Union,  she  steered  the  group 
from  a  one-issue  platform  to  address  the  women’s  rights 
issues. 

*  Isabella  Thobum  —  The  first  woman  Methodist  missionary 
whose  work  was  not  considered  merely  an  extension  of  her 
husband’s  ministry.  She  started  a  school  for  women  in  India. 

The  women  of  the  past  are  compared  with  today’s  leaders, 
like  Bishop  Marjorie  Matthews  of  the  Wisconsin  Area,  the  first 
woman  bishop  in  any  major  U.S.  denomination.  Also  featured 
is  Lorinda  Chen,  who  serves  Chinese  Americans  in  Lower 
Manhattan  through  a  project  first  begun  by  Maggie  Van  Cott 
in  the  middle  1800’s.  Ms.  Van  Cott  was  the  first  American 
Methodist  woman  licensed  to  preach,  and  she  traveled  nearly 
5,000  miles  a  year  during  her  30  years  as  an  itinerant  preacher. 

A  final  segment  of  the  program  features  conversations  with 
church  leaders  of  today,  including  Theressa  Hoover,  head  of 
United  Methodism’s  Women’s  Division;  Carolyn  Oehler, 
president  of  the  General  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women,  and  Carolyn  DeSwarte  Gifford,  coordinator  of  the 
women’s  history  project  for  the  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History. 

Ben  Logan  of  United  Methodist  Communications  was  the 
writer-director,  and  Patricia  Mauger  of  NBC  produced  the 
program.  (The  program  will  be  available  through  the 
Conference  Media  Center  after  the  showing  on  NBC,  placed  by 
the  United  Methodist  Women  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. ) 


LSU  To  Institute 
Religious  Studies 

BATON  ROUGE  —  A  new  degeee 
program  in  religious  studies  is  expected 
•to  begin  next  fall  at  LSU  if  approved  by 
the  Louisiana  Board  of  Regents. 

Professor  John  H.  Whittaker,  director 
of  LSU’s  religious  studies  program  since 
its  inception  in  1980  in  the  department  of 
philosophy,  said  an  expanded  program  is 
already  in  place  with  26  courses  offered 
in  religious  studies. 

In  addition,  he  said,  there  are  13 
approved  electives  that  can  be  taken  in 
complementary  disciplines  at  LSU,  and 
there  are  two  courses  taught  at  Southern 
University  that  will  count  toward  degree 
credit  in  religious  studies  at  LSU. 

Chairman  Edward  H.  Henderson  of  the 
philosophy  department  said  the 
establishment  of  a  religious  studies 
degree  program  at  LSU  “is  long 
overdue”  and  that  the  University  “has 
for  a  long  time  had  strong  qualifications” 
within  the  ranks  of  its  faculty  for  such  a 
program. 

He  said  the  assignment  of  three  faculty 
members  full  time  to  religious  studies  — 
Whittaker  and  Professors  Lester  Roubey 
and  James  Sigountos  —  all  with  strong 
credentials,  has  strengthened  the 
Biblical  and  theological  aspects  of  the 
curriculum. 

Whittaker  said  the  objective  of  the 
program  “is  not  to  indoctrinate  a  student 
in  religion,  or  to  reinforce  or  to  advance 
the  claims  of  any  particular  religion,  but 
to  familiarize  students  with  a  variety  of 
religions.” 

Death 

Rev.  George  Martin  Alfred,  56,  died  on 
February  17,  1984.  At  the  time  of  his 
death,  Rev.  Martin  was  pastor  of  Brooks 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  New 
Orleans/Slidell  District.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  Billie  J.  Alfred. 


Listening  Sessions 
Sponsored  By 

General  Conference  Delegation 

Saturday,  March  3,  1  p.m.,  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
Monday,  March  5,  7  p.m.,  Trinity 
UMC,  Ruston 


Special  Recognition 

Twenty-three  churches  in  Louisiana  paid  100%  on  all  1983  apportionments. 

They  also  paid  on  the  five  special  offerings  and  gave  second-mile  giving  on 

General  Advance  and  Conference  Advance  Specials. 

Special  recognition  is  given  to  the  following  churches: 

Bunkie-David  Haas  Memorial  UMC 

Rev.  Larry  O’Dell 

Jena-Nolley  Memorial  UMC 

Rev.  Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr. 

Baton  Rouge-Blackwater  UMC 

Rev.  L.  Deen  Thompson 

Hammond-First  UMC 

Rev.  Angus  L.  Carruth 

Lake  Charles-St.  Luke/ 

Simpson  UMC 

Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons 

Leesville-First  UMC 

Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted 

Lake  Providence-First  UMC 

Rev.  Brady  B.  Forman 

Monroe-First  UMC 

Rev.  Kirby  A.  Vining 

Waterproof-First  UMC 

Rev.  Hulen  C.  Warren,  Jr. 

West  Monroe-McGuire  UMC 

Rev.  J.  Roddy  Taylor 

New  Orleans-Jefferson  UMC 

Rev.  Cleveland  B.  Herr,  Jr. 

Kenner-First  UMC 

Rev.  Robert  R.  Miller 

New  Orleans-Rayne  Memorial  UMC 

Dr.  Clyde  Frazier 

Slidell-First  UMC 

Rev.  Sale  Lilly 

Arcadia  UMC 

Rev.  Tom  O.  Crosby,  Jr. 

Homer-FirstUMC 

Rev.  Terral  T.  Lowe 

Minden-First  UMC 

Rev.  James  M.  Poole 

Ruston-Trinity  UMC 

Dr.  Merlin  W.  Merrill 

Ruston-Grace  UMC 

Rev.  James  H.  Humphries 

Blanchard  UMC 

Rev.  John  R.  Johns 

Shreveport-Christ  UMC 

Rev.  Bob  Lawton 

Shreveport -First  UMC 

Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr. 

Shreveport-Wvnn  UMC 

Rev.  Harold  W.  Longfellow 

New  EMLC  Program  Previewed 


Members  of  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  Committee  of  the  Conference  met 
recently  at  the  Conference  Office  and  previewed  the  new  video  program  on  The 
EMLC  Missional  Priority.  This  features  Dr.  Douglas  Fitch,  of  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  and  some  of  the  outstanding  black  and  ethnic  students 
whose  lives  have  been  enriched  by  the  EMLC  program  as  they  further  their 
education.  Members  of  the  Committee  shown  above  are.  left  to  right :  J.  E.  Hines,  Jr., 
Rev.  Marta  Sanfiel,  Dr.  Juan  Sanfiel,  Rev.  Phil  Woodland,  Mrs.  Queen  Green  and  T. 
J.  Butler:  Mrs.  Inez  C’hrisentery.  left  inset,  and  Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker,  right  inset. 


Homer  Scouts  Receive  Award 

Three  Homer  scouts  received  the  God  and  Church  Award  during  the  morning 
worship  service  on  February  12,  at  the  First  United  Methodist  Church.  In  the  photo 
above  are,  front  row,  left  to  right,  Darin  Hylan,  James  Frye  and  Matt  Lewis,  the 
recipients,  along  with  Pastor  Terral  T.  Lowe:  back  row,  David  Frye,  Troop  40  Scout 
Master,  and  Bob  Glenn,  Junior  High  Teacher.  Under  the  direction  of  the  pastor,  the 
scouts  carried  out  assigned  work  in  Bible  study,  work  and  service  projects,  church 
administration,  denominational  study  and  worship  participation. 


Schedule  of  Spring  Interviews  For 
Local  Pastors  and  Associate  Members 

(Associate  Members  of  the  Conference  and  Local  Pastors  who  completed  the 
Course  of  Study  in  1981  do  not  have  to  be  interviewed  unless  they  wish  to  change 

their  Conference  relationship.  If  you  are  in  doubt  where  you  need 
safe  thing  to  do  is  come  for  an  interview. ) 

to  attend,  the 

March  14, 1984  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  LA 

Alexandria  District 

10:00  a.m. 

Monroe  District 

11:00a.m. 

Lake  Charles  District 

1:00  p.m. 

Shreveport  District 

2:00  p.m. 

Ruston  District 

3:30p.m. 

March  15, 1984  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District 

9:00a.m. 

New  Orleans/Houma  District 

10:00  a.m. 

New  Orleans/Slidell  District 

1:00  p.m. 

Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District 

2:00p.m. 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Paul  V.  Galloway,  Bishop  Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 

Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Linda  Heard, 
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International  Lesson  Series 


Jesus  Begins  His  Ministry 

By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Mark  1:14-28 

Today  we  begin  a  new  quarter  of  studies  based  on  The  Gospel  of  Mark,  this  lesson 
dealing  with  the  very  beginnings  of  Jesus’  public  ministry.  Mark  uses  only  13  verses 
to  cover  John’s  preaching  of  the  coming  of  the  Messiah,  this  preaching  being  rooted  in 
the  prophecy  of  Isaiah.  Then  he  begins  verse  14  with  “Now  after  John  was  arrested, 
Jesus  came  into  Galilee,  preaching  the  gospel  of  God  (Some  say  “the  Kingdom 
of  God”). 

The  very  manner  of  Mark’s  early  verses  indicated  the  urgency  of  Jesus’  ministry.  It 
was  something  that  could  not  be  delayed  any  longer,  nor  restricted,  nor  contained. 
Jesus  .  .  .  came  .  .  .  preaching  .  .  .  the  Kingdom  of  God  .  .  .  John  had  been  the 
forerunner  and  had  baptized  Jesus.  Now  John  is  in  prison  and  Jesus  is  preaching. 

Jesus  said  that  the  time  was  right  for  Him  to  begin  His  ministry.  The  Greek  word 
used  here  for  “time”  is  “kairos”  and  refers  not  to  chronological  time  (“chronos”) 
but  to  a  time  of  expectation  —  an  expected  time.  Jesus  called  for  repentance  and  for 
those  who  repent  to  follow  him.  Indeed,  as  he  walked  on  the  Galilean  shore,  he  called 
Andrew  and  Peter,  saying  merely,  “Follow  me.” 

Later  in  this  passage,  Jesus  dealt  with  a  man  who  had  an  unclean  spirit.  The  man 
was  exorcised,  made  whole  by  Jesus.  The  spirit  came  out.  People  standing  nearby 
saw  the  exorcism  and  were  “amazed”  at  this  “new  teaching”  and  wondered  —  “with 
authority  he  commands  and  even  the  unclean  spirits  obey  him.”  “At  once  his  fame 
spread  everywhere.” 

So,  Mark  has  Jesus  famous  all  over  the  land  by  the  end  of  the  28th  verse  of  Chapter 
I.  In  these  brief  verses,  we  find  three  recorded  speeches  of  Jesus.  First,  he 
proclaimed  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  called  for  repentance.  Repentance  means 
turning  around,  changing  directions  under  some  great  impulse  such  as  being  “born 
again.”  Not  only  does  the  repenter  have  to  have  an  entirely  new  way  of  living  but  it 
also  requires  an  entirely  new  way  of  thinking. 

Jesus'  third  speech  (don’t  worry,  we’ll  get  to  his  second  in  a  moment),  he  called  for 
the  evil  spirit  to  come  out  of  the  man  —  we  call  this  exorcism.  There’s  no  reason  to  be 
mystical  about  exorcism  and  evil  spirits.  Most  of  us  have  unclean  spirits  within  us.  Do 
we  not  suffer  from  our  own  hatreds,  our  greed,  lust,  prejudice,  pettiness,  despair, 
envy,  just  plain  meanness,  self-centeredness,  lack  of  faith?  Do  these  not  hinder  our 
entrance  into  the  Kingdom  of  God?  And,  if  we  let  Him,  cannot  Jesus  the  Christ  remove 
them  from  us? 

His  second  speech  was  His  new  teaching  actualized.  Keeping  in  mind  that  the  gospel 
is  not  good  advice  but  good  news  and  that  it  is  proclamation,  not  instruction,  we  can 
see  that  Jesus  wanted  repenters  to  follow  Him  in  a  growing  relationship.  A  Christian 
must  grow  and  must  never  remain  stagnant.  There  are  two  basic  ways  in  which 
persons  can  turn  and  follow  Jesus.  First,  we  may  have  to  leave  a  questionable 
occupation  in  order  to  obediently  follow.  Or  (and  this  would  fit  most  of  us  —  though  it 
was  not  my  personal  call),  we  may  follow  Him  in  our  present  secular  occupation, 
provided  that  we  are  able  to  reorient  our  attitude  toward  the  job,  put  it  in  proper 
perspective,  and  see  it  as  a  channel  for  Christian  service  and  witness.  We  have  these 
two  choices  as  to  method,  but  we  have  no  option,  if  we  are  to  be  truly  Christian,  other 
than  to  respond  affirmatively  to  Jesus’  call,  turn  and  follow  Him. 


Central  America — Region  In  Transition 

By  WILLIS  DEAR 

Since  so  much  attention  in  the  news  media  has  been  given  to  Honduras,  El  Salvador, 
Nicaragua  and  other  Central  American  countries,  as  well  as  the  island  of  Grenada  in 
the  Caribbean,  many  questions  have  risen  about  what  is  happening  in  the  region.  One 
of  the  questions  that  many  are  asking  is  the  place  of  the  church  in  the  things  that  are 
happening. 

Due  to  this  interest  a  conference  has  been  designed  to  look  at  the  various  points  of 
view  concerning  the  governments,  the  economics,  the  people,  and  the  Church  in 
Central  America.  What  motivates  the  desire  for  change  with  the  peoples  of  Central 
America?  Is  it  Soviet  or  Cuban-inspired  aggression?  Are  the  people  responding  to  the 
cry  of  oppression,  poverty,  hunger,  illiteracy  and  medical  needs?  How  has  U.  S. 
foreign  policy  helped  or  hindered  in  the  region?  How  has  corporate  interests  helped 
and  hindered  in  their  economic  development?  What  has  been  the  role  of  the  Church  in 
the  change  taking  place  in  Central  America?  What  can  U.  S.  Churches  do  to  help? 

Sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  this 
conference  will  feature  persons  who  have  much  expertise  and  experience  in  the  area : 
The  Reverend  Phillip  E.  Wheaton,  former  Episcopal  missionary  to  Costa  Rica  and 
presently  a  research  specialist  for  the  Washington-based  Ecumenical  Program  for 
International  Communication  and  Action,  will  be  a  prime  source  for  information. 
EPICA,  as  it  is  called,  is  an  important  research,  educational  and  action  project  which 
focuses  on  problems  of  Central  America  and  the  Caribbean.  Dr.  Stanley  Hilton,  a 
professor  of  Latin  America  at  LSU,  and  who  is  the  assistant  director  for  the  Center  for 
Latin  American  Affairs  at  LSU,  will  be  an  important  resource.  Sister  Gay  Redman, 
former  missionary  in  South  and  Central  America  for  twenty  years  and  presently  the 
director  of  the  Center  of  the  Americas  in  New  Orleans,  will  also  contribute  her 
experiences  and  knowledge  of  the  region. 

Using  several  significant  films  to  develop  a  historical  analysis  of  the  present 
situation,  hearing  first-hand  information  about  the  changes  taking  place,  and 
participating  in  several  groups  concerning  problems  in  the  countries  of  El  Salvador 
and  Nicaragua  and  the  concerns  for  human  rights,  economic  development  and 
Sanctuary  —  the  Conference  promises  a  packed  agenda  and  much  food  for  thought. 

This  conference  will  take  place  at  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  on  Saturday,  March  31,  1984  from  9:00  a  m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Registration  is  $5.00 
per  person,  which  will  include  lunch  at  the  church. 

Please  complete  the  registration  form  and  mail  it  to  the  Rev.  Willis  W.  Dear,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.  O.  Box  1349,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821. 


Registration  Form  | 

_ I  plan  to  attend  the  conference  on  “Central  America  —  Region  in  Tran-  J 

sition”  and  here  is  my  $5.00  registration  fee.  : 

I  am  a _ Pastor  or _ lay  person  of _ Church  \\ 

Name  _ | 

Address  _ _ City _  I 

Zip _ Phone  (  ) _ _  j1 

- 1 


Can  We  Talk... 

About  Prayer? 


How  many  times  have  you  heard 
prayers  which  open  with  all  sorts  of 
explanation  to  God  —  "God,  here  we  are 
at  the  Administrative  Board  Meeting  and 
it’s  really  a  cold,  rainy  night,”  — 
continue  with  telling  God  what  is  needed 
—  “Lord,  we  really  need  a  new  bus  to 
pick  up  for  our  UMYF  but  if  you  think 
two  vans  would  be  better,  just  give  us  a 
sign  ...”  —  and  close  with  someone 
asking  God’s  blessings  to  be  upon  what  is 
already  determined?  How  many  limes 
have  you  heard  this  kind  of  prayer  —  or 
offered  it? 

Prayer  is  one  of  the  most  abused  and 
mis-used  privileges  we  have.  For 


sometimes  as  we  offer  public  prayer  we 
forget  all  about  God  and  begin  to  preach 
to  the  people  around  us.  Sometimes  we 
fail  to  give  God  his  part  in  the  dialogue. 
We  talk,  but  we  don’t  listen.  Sometimes 
we  ignore  answers  to  prayers  because 
they  don’t  coincide  with  our  wants  and 
wishes. 

Can  we  talk?  Or,  should  we  listen? 
Since  prayer  should  never  be  used  to 
preach  and  should  always  be  directed  to 
God  and  Him  only,  could  we  not 
sometimes  simply  be  still,  listen,  and 
know  that  He  is  God? 


-AT. 


■  Editorial- 

Implicit  tolerance  of  slavery 
shows  we  still  have  long  way  to  go 


Each  time  we  are  tempted  to  become 
self-congratulatory  about  our  nation’s  pro¬ 
gress  in  guaranteeing  the  human  and  civil 
rights  of  all  people,  something  happens  to 
remind  us  of  how  far  we  still  have  to  go. 

A  recent  case  in  point  was  the  convic¬ 
tion  of  two  Texas  men  in  a  U.S.  District 
court  for  purchasing  19  Mexican  aliens 
for  $50  each  and  then  holding  them  in 
slavery  at  gunpoint.  The  trial  was  prose¬ 
cuted  by  the  U.S.  Justice  Department’s 
human  rights  division.  Its  testimony 
revealed  that  the  enslaved  persons  were 
forced  to  live  in  a  tiny,  unheated  shack 
without  windows  or  toilets,  and  to  work 
from  morning  until  night  with  little  food 
and  no  pay. 

The  slave-masters  were  found  guilty 
by  a  jury  on  12  counts  that  could  have 
produced  sentences  totaling  95  years  in 
prison  and  $70,000  in  fines.  “So  justice 
was  done,’’  one  might  say.  “What’s  the 
big  deal?  ” 

U.S.  District  Judge  William  M.  Steger 
sentenced  the  two  slave-masters  to  five 
years’  probation,  and  fines  of  $1000  each. 
Judge  Steger  contended  that  the  fault  did 
not  lie  primarily  with  the  defendants,  but 
with  the  U.S.  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  for  failing  to 
prevent  transportation  of  the  illegal 
aliens  into  the  United  States. 

That  a  U.S.  federal  judge  could  employ 
this  type  of  warped  logic  in  1984  should  be 
an  affront  to  any  person  who  has  ever 
repeated  our  national  pledge  to  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  •'liberty  and  justice  for  all.” 

There  is  no  doubt  ample  blame  in  such 
a  case  can  be  spread  among  many  indi¬ 
viduals  and  agencies,  including  the  Im¬ 
migration  and  Naturalization  Service. 
No  degree  of  failure  there,  however,  can 
make  defensible  the  buying  and  selling  of 
human  beings  as  property.  A  federal 
court's  seeming  willingness  to  tolerate 
the  reintroduction  of  slavery  against  an 
almost  completely  helpless  group  of 
people  will .  do  nothing  to  discourage 


similar  behavior  in  the  future  by  others 
who  desire  cheap  labor  and  lack  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  human  dignity  and  equality. 

To  its  credit,  the  U.S.  Justice  Depart¬ 
ment  vigorously  prosecuted  this  case, 
and  is  considering  an  appeal  of  the  exces¬ 
sively  light  sentences. 

Where  is  the  church  when  an  issue  of 
this  type  surfaces?  In  far  too  many  in¬ 
stances  we  grimace  and  continue  our 
business  as  usual,  confident  that  nothing 
we  do  can  alter  the  circumstances. 

But  there  is  something  we  can  do.  In  a 
specific  case  like  this,  Christian  in¬ 
dividuals  and  groups  can  express  their 
support  of  the  governmental  entity  that 
is  seeking  justice  —  in  this  case  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Justice.  Our  expressions 
of  revulsion  about  such  gross  violations 
of  human  rights  will  encourage  them  to 
persevere  in  what  may  seem  at  times  to 
be  a  thankless,  hopeless  task. 

Beyond  such  immediate  and  specific 
cases,  the  overcoming  of  prejudicial  atti¬ 
tudes  remains  a  broad,  unfinished  task  in 
every  community  of  our  land,  and  the 
church  has  a  pivotal  role  to  play  in  the 
shaping  of  public  attitudes.  Despite  the 
job  security  federal  judges  enjoy,  we 
suspect  that  Judge  Steger  would  not  have 
decided  to  let  two  modern  day  slave- 
masters  off  with  a  slap  on  the  wrist  and  a 
buck-passing  rationalization  if  he  had 
cause  to  believe  his  action  would  produce 
an  immediate  and  thunderous  expression 
of  moral  outrage  from  the  church. 

Since  the  judge’s  decision  involved  per¬ 
sonal  discretion,  we  can’t  help  but 
assume  —  and  fear  —  that  it  was  at  least 
partially  based  on  the  fairly  widespread 
public  attitude  that  illegal  aliens  from 
“south  of  the  border"  do  not  deserve  to 
be  looked  upon  as  human  beings.  If  so, 
we  still  face  a  long,  difficult  task  of  in¬ 
stilling  in  the  persons  around  us  and  in 
our  social  fabric  Jesus’  teaching  that 
every  living  person  should  be  regarded 
as  a  child  of  God. 
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Here  I  Stand 

Funding  limits  should  be  required 
for  bureaucracy  of  the  church 


(T^nswer... 

Christ  set  tfiC  level 
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By  THOMAS  A.  LANGFORD 
The  bureaucracy  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  is  growing  in  an  inexorable 
fashion.  Already  it  is  the  largest  of  any 
Christian  body  in  the  U.S.,  and  our 
method  of  funding  underwrites  the 
unrelenting  increase.  It  is  necessary  to 
gain  control  of  this  growth  in  order  to 
make  our  bureaucracy  more  lean  and 
efficient,  and  to  increase  the  total  wit¬ 
ness  and  service  of  all  United 
Methodists. 

The  positive  goal  to  be  sought  is  a  clear 
setting  of  priorities  in  each  general  board 
and  agency  of  our  church.  Only  when  this 


is  done  with  hard  focus  on  primary 
responsibilities  can  these  boards  and 
agencies  fulfill  their  leadership  mission 
in  the  church. 

There  has  been  an  actual  and  continu¬ 
ing  increase  in  the  size  and  funding  of  our 
boards  and  agencies  since  the  beginning 
of  the  UMC  in  1968.  We  have  now  reached 
a  point  where  our  structure  is  top-heavy. 
In  addition,  local  churches  are  max¬ 
imally  strained  to  support  this  super¬ 
structure  and  there  is  too  little  flexibility 
for  special  mission  and  service  outreach 
by  local  congregations. 

In  recent  quadrennia  the  General 


My  Witness 

Life’s  crises  can  be  hidden  blessing 


By  RON  FULKERSON 

Following  graduation  from  college  I 
began  a  career  in  law  enforcement  as  a 
police  officer.  I  enjoyed  my  work  and  I 
was  good  at  it.  I  worked  hard  and 
became  a  good  investigator;  I  solved 
quite  a  few  crimes,  made  good  arrests 
and  started  to  achieve  the  necessary 
background  and  experience  for  ad¬ 
vancement. 

I  had  my  entire  career  mapped  out  in 
front  of  me.  I  went  to  school  at  night  and 
completed  my  Master’s  Degree  in  Jus¬ 
tice  Administration.  I  was  appointed  to 
the  detective  division  and  was  near  the 
top  of  the  sergeants’  list  for  promotion, 
as  well  as  having  been  elected  president 
of  the  Police  Association  by  my  fellow  of¬ 
ficers.  I  was  happy,  confident,  and  well 
on  my  way  to  a  successful  career  in  my 
chosen  profession. 

However,  on  July  4, 1978, 1  encountered 
the  biggest  crisis  of  my  life.  I  was 
making  an  arrest  when  I  was  jumped 
from  behind.  My  knee  twisted  under  the 
pressure  and  I  heard  a  loud  SNAP  and 


felt  a  terrible  pain.  After  the  arrest,  I 
was  taken  to  the  hospital.  The  doctor  at 
the  emergency  ward  referred  me  to  an 
orthopedic  surgeon  who  told  me  I  would 
have  to  undergo  a  knee  operation.  The 
first  operation  wasn’t  a  success,  and  I  un¬ 
derwent  a  second.  I  was  advised  after  the 
second  operation  to  change  my  oc¬ 
cupation  and  my  lifestyle. 

I  can’t  begin  to  tell  you  all  the  thoughts 
that  went  through  my  mind.  I  felt  angry, 
frustrated  and  helpless.  While  I  was  at 
home  recovering  from  the  second 
surgery,  I  became  moody  and  irritable. 
Not  only  was  my  profession  taken  away 
from  me,  but  also  many  recreational  ac¬ 
tivities  which  I  enjoyed.  I  have  always 
been  an  outdoor  person.  I  loved  to  water 
ski,  snow  ski,  go  camping  and  hiking,  and 
I  ran  two  miles  a  day  to  keep  in  shape. 
Now  I  couldn’t  do  most  of  these  ac¬ 
tivities.  My  knee  would  hurt  and  swell  up 
from  the  least  physical  activity,  such  as 
walking  upstairs  or  standing  too  long. 

The  despair  and  frustration  I  en¬ 
countered  challenged  all  the  spiritual 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Should  non-UMs  vote  on  church  issues? 


To  the  Editor: 

I  protest  against  the  proposal  to  permit 
“a  small  and  limited  number  of  non- 
United  Methodists  ...  be  given  voice  and 
vote  in  United  Methodist  bodies  all  the 
way  from  general  church  agencies  to  an¬ 
nual  conferences”  (see UMR,  Feb.  10). 

Church  unity,  yes.  Even  church  union, 
yes.  But  until  church  union  is  achieved, 
why  should  non -Methodists  have  voice 
and  vote  in  deciding  important  issues  in 
General  Conference  or  other  strictly  UM 
affairs? 

If  I  were  a  delegate  to  General ‘Con¬ 
ference,  I  would  vehemently  and  loudly 
oppose  that  proposal.  Presence,  yes. 
Voice,  yes.  Vote,  NO. 

F.  Lee  York 

Los  Gatos,  California 

Splendid  article 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  so  much  for  the  splendid  ar¬ 
ticle  in  the  February  10  issue  of  the 
Reporter  headlined  “Idea  proposed  to 
give  non-UMs  ‘voice,  vote.’  ” 

Having  been  involved  in  Christian 
Unity/Interreligious  Concerns  all  of  my 
ministry,  I  feel  you  handled  what  has 
needlessly  become  a  controversial  sub¬ 
ject  with  great  finesse. 

Donald  C.  Lacy 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Need  to  understand 
realil \  in  Nicaragua 

To  the  Editor: 

I  found  it  very  discouraging  to  read  the 
article  headlined  “U.S.  Christians  should 
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seek  to  understand  Nicaragua’’  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  20).  I  write  this  response 
to  warn  the  people  in  this  country  of  per¬ 
sons  who,  with  all  due  respect,  visit  a 
Latin  American  country  for  a  month  and 
suddenly  consider  themselves  experts  in 
foreign  policy. 

The  Sandinistas  and  “their  revolution" 
are  backed  by  Russia  and  Fidel  Castro. 
The  communist  system  wants  to  destroy 
our  system.  Communism  is  the  antithesis 
of  Christianity.  These  are  facts. 

It  shocks  me  to  see  this  article 
published  in  a  Christian  newspaper.  One 
of  the  effective  weapons  of  communism 
is  ignorance.  I  learned  this  from  personal 
experience.  I  believed  in  Fidel  Castro.  I 
believed  him  when  he  was  accused  of 
being  a  communist  and  he  responded,  “I 
will  never  be  a  communist ...  the  ‘revo¬ 
lution’  is  as  green  as  our  Cuban  palms.” 

Those  revolutionary-minded  Chris¬ 
tians  mentioned  in  the  article  are  like  me 
25  years  ago.  But  don’t  blame  them.  They 
simply  do  not  know  better.  They  are 
ignorant  of  the  real  truth.  With  respect  to 
Don  Ramon,  who  was  illiterate,  thanks  to 
"the  revolution”  he  can  read  and  be 
brain-washed  in  the  Lenin-Marxist 
system.  He  will  be  able  to  read  how  the 
United  States  is  trying  to  destroy  his 
country,  how  the  real  enemy  of  the 
people  and  the  “revolution”  is  “los 
americanos”  and  when  he  can  not  have 
“frijoles  o  arroz”  to  eat  and  lacks 
everything,  not  to  blame  “the  revolution” 
but  “the  Americanos.” 

It’s  wrong  to  quote  Luke  1:52  implying 
that  “the  revolution  has  put  down  the 
mighty  and  exalted  those  of  low  degree.” 
What  about  the  innocent  in  prison?  How 
about  those  killed  by  the  “revolution”? 
What  about  those  thousands  and  thou¬ 
sands  who  are  in  exile? 

I  admire  President  Reagan.  He  seems 
to  understand  reality.  I  applaud  his  firm 
decision  "in  fighting  back"  with  the  only 
weapon  communists  respect  and  un¬ 
derstand. 

I  only  hope  that  the  people  of  this  coun¬ 
try  will  understand  what  is  going  on  in 
Central  America.  Communists  are 
masters  of  disguise  and  deceit.  They 
have  only  one  goal  in  mind:  destroy: 
destroy  family  ties,  destroy  love,  destroy 
whatever  and  whoever  opposes  them. 

Don’t  get  confused.  There  is  a  con¬ 
tradiction  between  Christianity  and 
revolution  Nicaragua -style!  Viva  la 
democracia !  Marcos  A.  Rodriguez 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

INFACT  role 
in  boyeoll  noted 

To  the  Editor : 

An  agreement  recently  was  announced 
ending  the  Nestle  boycott  and  most  of  the 
practices  which  led  to  it  (see  UMR.  Feb. 
3).  If  the  past  is  any  guide,  you  will  write 
an  editorial  saying:  “This  is  a  direct 
result  of  the  UMC  Infant  Formula  Task 
Force."  I  urge  you  not  to  do  that.  At  least 
consider  that: 

The  final  settlement  was  face-to-face 
between  Nestle  and  INFACT.  The 
vaunted  advantage  of  having  intermedi¬ 
aries  to  whom  Nestle  would  speak  proved 
immaterial.  That  very  face-to-face  nego¬ 
tiation  was  something  that  the  task  force 
could  have  encouraged  nine  months 
ago,  but  it  declined  the  opportunity. 
Since  February  1982,  the  task  force  has 
endorsed  Nestle’s  position.  All  change 
has  come  from  pressure  from  the  groups 
that  Dean  Philip  Wogaman  —  and  you  — 
were  saying  were  unreasonable  and  out¬ 
dated. 

I  am  not  saying:  “This  could  have  been 
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settled  long  ago  if  Nestle  was  willing  to 
talk.”  That  is  putting  the  cart  before  the 
horse.  The  settlement  required  concrete, 
detailed  commitments  from  Nestle. 
When  they  were  willing  to  give  those 
commitments,  they  knew  where  to  find 
INFACT.  Until  then,  they  were  careful  to 
avoid  persons  whose  knowledge  and  ex¬ 
perience  matched  theirs.  They  picked 
their  audience  carefully,  announced 
what  they  would  do,  and  launched  the 
latest  PR  campaign  without  challenge. 
Later,  when  INFACT  mentioned  the 
holes,  it  was  already  old  news. 

Whether  the  task  force  advanced  the 
settlement  or  retarded  it  will  never  be 
known  —  we  can’t  re-run  the  experiment 
with  different  conditions.  We  do  know, 
however,  that  without  the  “extremists” 
the  issue  would  never  have  been  raised  in 
the  first  place.  Frank  Palmer 

Chicago,  Illinois 

BGIM's  response  lo  new 

mission  soeietv:  ‘tragic’ 

To  the  Editor : 

One  day,  John  came  out  to  Jesus 
saying,  “Teacher,  we  saw  someone 
casting  out  demons  in  Your  name,  and 
we  tried  to  hinder  him  because  he  was 
not  following  us."  Jesus  reprimanded 
him  with  the  words,  “Do  not  hinder 
him.” 

For  one  brief  moment  in  history,  our 
church’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  had  the  unique  opportunity  to 
admit  that  it  did  not  have  the  resources, 
personnel,  or  ability  to  fulfill  our  Lord’s 
Great  Commission  by  itself.  It  had  the 
rare^*privilege  of  putting  its  corporate 
arm  around  the  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists  and  welcoming  them 
as  partners  in  proclaiming  God’s  Good 
News  to  a  world  that  is  without  hope. 

And  yet  their  response  was  the  now 
familiar  response,  “THEY  are  being 
divisive!"  How  tragic’ 

George  Hanke 
Castle  Rock,  Washington 

Willioul  nursery  some 

wouldn't  <ro  to  rliurcli 

To  the  Editor: 

I  must  respond  to  the  Rev.  Philip 
McLarty’s  views  concerning  the  place  of 
children  in  the  worship  service  (see 
UMR,  Feb.  3).  I  agree  that  we  should 
keep  our  sanctuaries  open  to  our 
children;  however,  his  view  of  parents 
and  children  singing  and  praying,  and 
together  experiencing  God's  all- 
encompassing  love  during  the  worship 
hour  is  not  always  the  reality  of  the 
situation. 

Being  a  pastor  s  wife  and  the  mother  of 
a  hyperactive  child,  I  found  the  worship 
hour  extremely  stressful.  It  was  almost 


impossible  for  any  meaningful  worship 
to  take  place  when  the  child  was  bounc¬ 
ing  around  on  the  pew,  crawling  on  the 
floor,  making  paper  airplanes  out  of  the 
bulletin,  throwing  the  hymnal  on  the 
floor,  and  crying  loudly  when  I  said,  “No, 
you  can’t  draw  pictures  in  the  hymnal.” 
My  husband  was  in  the  pulpit,  so  I  had  to 
face  this  challenge  alone. 

Well-meaning  people  would  advise  me 
to  spank  him,  then  when  I  did,  other  well- 
meaning  people  criticized  me  for  doing 
so.  By  the  time  church  was  over,  we  both 
were  angry  and  frustrated,  and  I  was 
frequently  in  tears  by  the  time  I  arrived 
at  home.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
availability  of  the  nursery,  I  wouldn’t 
have  gone  to  church  —  the  stress  was  just 
too  great. 

My  little  boy  is  now  seven  and  is  better 
able  to  sit  with  me  in  church.  While  Mr. 
McLarty  does  have  some  good  points 
worth  considering,  I  know  from  my  own 
experience  that  if  we  closed  our  nursery 
doors,  we  might  lose  some  of  our  young 
parents  on  Sunday  morning. 

Ellen  S.  Moore 

Bushnell,  Florida 

Editorial  ‘slates 
I  lie  ease  precisely’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  of  February  10  observes 
that  “church-sponsored  agencies  risk 
losing  some  of  their  traditional  support 
...  if  in  some  cases  they  find  it 
necessary  to  take  issue  with  our  govern¬ 
ment’s  policies  related  to  developing 
countries,  or  to  become  identified  with 
groups  perceived  as  having  an 
‘ideological  bias  at  odds  with  that  of 
many  Christians.’  ” 

That  states  the  case  precisely.  And  I 
would  add  that  Christians  are  eminently 
justified  in  withholding  their  financial 
support  of  the  church  in  such  cases. 
Otherwise,  they  find  themselves  in  the 
paradoxical  position  of  supporting  con¬ 
flicting  political  ideologies  and  warring 
factions. 

On  the  one  hand,  they  are  contributing 
through  taxes  to  the  support  of  programs 
and  policies  undertaken  in  the  national 
interest  by  their  elected  representatives 
in  government.  On  the  other,  they  are 
placed  in  the  indefensible  position  of 
supporting  the  “other  side”  through  the 
unwarranted  and  unsanctioned  use  of 
funds  contributed  voluntarily  to  their 
local  churches. 

If  church  “leaders”  persist  in 
requiring  members  to  choose  sides,  they 
should  not  be  surprised  if  many 
Christians  opt  for  supporting  their  elect¬ 
ed  government,  even  at  the  risk  of  losing 
worthwhile  church  programs. 

Charles  O.  Morgret 

Holmes  Beach,  Florida 


beliefs  and  faith  I  had.  I  began 
questioning  God  as  to  why  this  happened 
to  me.  What  was  the  purpose  of  making 
my  life  so  miserable?  Was  there  some 
purpose?  Through  this  process  of 
questioning  I  began  to  realize  how  im¬ 
portant  my  spiritual  foundation  was. 
Since  that  time  I  have  attempted  to 
establish  and  maintain  a  regular  prayer 
and  devotional  time  with  God  and  to 
bring  God  into  all  my  decisions. 

I  haven’t  found  out  all  the  answers,  but 
it  has  been  a  relief  to  me  to  discover  that 
I  am  not  really  in  control  of  everything, 
and  that  I  don’t  have  to  face  all  of  life’s 
problems  alone.  God  is  there  with  us  in 
the  bad  times  as  well  as  the  good  times. 
God  is  in  control  and  God  gives  us  the 
strength  to  handle  anything.  When  doors 
close,  God  opens  new  doors  for  us.  When 
we  encounter  dead-ends  on  life’s  high¬ 
ways,  God  shows  us  detours.  From 
devastating  events  God  can  bring  us 
newness. 

Today  I  realize  that  this  crisis  in  my 
life  was  a  “hidden  blessing.”  God  was 
calling  me  to  a  full-time  Christian 
ministry  and  I  would  have  never  left  my 
career  in  law  enforcement  had  I  not  been 
injured.  I  don’t  fnean  to  imply  that  the  in¬ 
jury  to  my  knee  was  the  blessing. 
However,  the  situation  I  encountered 
gave  me  the  opportunity  to  see  how  to 
bring  God  into  my  life  and  to  ask  what 
God’s  will  was  for  my  life.  This  new 
relationship  with  God  was  the  blessing 
for  me. 

I  thank  God  for  all  the  obvious 
blessings  in  my  life,  but  I  also  thank  God 
during  the  hurts,  the  pains  and  the 
struggles  of  life  for  being  with  us  when 
we  go  through  these  struggles.  I  thank 
God  for  giving  us  the  strength  to  deal 
with  these  crises  in  life  and  for  bringing 
us  new  alternatives.  And  I  am  thankful 
for  all  the  opportunities  to  seek  God’s  will 
and  to  bring  God  into  our  lives. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through  which 
Reporter  readers  may  share  meaningful 
experiences  of  the  Christian  life.  This 
week's  contributor,  is  a  student  at 
Pacific  School  of  Religion  and  a  member 
of  Epworth  UMC  in  Berkeley,  California 
(Calif or nia-Nevada  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  the  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
of  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  600  member- 
families  of  the  First  UMC  in  Clarion, 
Pennsylvania  (Western  Pennsylvania 
Annual  Conference),  350  member- 
families  of  the  First  UMC  in  Fort 
Stockton,  Texas  (New  Mexico  Annual 
Conference),  800  member-families  of  the 
Lakewood  UMC  in  Lakewood,  Colorado 
(Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference), 
and  1100  member-families  of  the  Baldwin 
Community  UMC  in  Pittsburgh,  Pen¬ 
nsylvania  (Western  Pennsylvania  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Clarion,  Fort 
Stockton,  Lakewood  and  Pittsburgh,  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.  ” 


African  Palms 


If  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  income 
averages  $55  per  year  to  buy  the  bare 
necessities  of  life  and  to  help  fill 
agricultural,  educationol, 
vocational  and  health  needs.  All 
work  done  in  this  country  is 
volunteered.  Orders  are 
acknowledged  and  must  be 
received  by  March  15  to  assure 
delivery  by  Palm  Sunday.  Rates 
based  on  $6.00  per  100.  $3.00  per  50,  in 
multiples  of  50.  Only  individual-sized 
palm  crosses  are  available.  Inquiries 
invited.  Include  your  street  address 
for  United  Parcel  Service  delivery 
AFRICAN  PALMS,  P.  O.  Box  575, 
Olney,  MD  20832. 


Thomas  Langford 
Council  on  Ministries  has  prepared  a 
book  with  diagrams  of  the  organization 
of  United  Methodist  general  boards  and 
agencies.  In  1981  this  book  was  48  pages 
in  length.  It  will  be  larger  in  1985. 

Our  present  method  of  financial  sup¬ 
port  fosters  this  steady  growth.  Each 
quadrennium  monies  are  appropriated 
on  a  percentage  basis.  Each  quadren¬ 
nium  the  percentage  of  increase  has 
meant  an  actual  increment  —  beyond  in¬ 
flation  —  in  the  budgets  of  our  boards  and 
agencies.  The  growth  is  like  compounded 
interest:  it  has  been  and  will  continue  fo 
be  geometric. 

In  addition,  every  quadrennial  em¬ 
phasis  puts  “soft”  money  into  the  boards 
and  agencies  so  that  their  expendable  in¬ 
come  is  actually  increased.  For  the  up¬ 
coming  quadrennium  increases  totaling 
over  30%  for  general  church  funds  are 
being  recommended,  plus  an  increase  of 
either  50%  or  100%  for  our  special  em¬ 
phasis.  This  is  too  large  a  growth  rate 
and  underwrites  the  continuing  growth  of 
our  administrative  superstructure.  • 

This  pattern  of  funding  has  had  a 
profound  effect.  In  recent  decades  the 


We  have  now  reached 
a  point  where  our 
structure  is  top-heavy 
.  .  .  local  churches  are 
strained  to  support  it. 


focus  of  ministry  has  shifted  from  the 
local  church  and  annual  conference  to 
national  bureaucracies.  Yet  it  is  difficult 
to  restrict  the  growth  of  these  agencies. 
Elected  members  to  the  boards  and 
agencies  become  advocates  for  their  par¬ 
ticular  board  or  agency.  The  boards  and 
agencies  become  self-protective  by  their 
long,  independent  traditions,  staff 
positions,  and  network  of  supporters.  The 
directors  become  indebted  to  these 
groups  for  trips,  perks,  and  places  of  im¬ 
portance.  But,  most  of  all,  the  financial 
pattern  continues  because  of  the  desire  of 
church  people  to  believe  in  and  support 
the  church  as  a  whole. 

Now  the  time  has  arrived  for  General 
Conference  to  exercise  its  responsibility 
for  the  life  of  the  church  and  to  bring 
focus  and  efficiency  to  our  ad¬ 
ministrative  structures  at  the  national 
level. 

To  encourage  the  clear  setting  of 
priorities  and  to  bring  bureaucratic 
structures  into  efficient  order,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  General  Conference  to 
change  its  method  of  funding.  Thisjs  the 
most  direct  oversighL^aod  method,  of 
requiring  accountability  the  General 
Conference  can  exercise  in  the  life  of  the 
church. 

The  most  effective  way  to  insure  a 
sharp  focus  on  priorities  is  through  the 
limitation  of  budget  increases.  I  want  to 
suggest  that  the  General  Conference  set 
a  maximum  growth  rate  which  will 
require  hard  decisions.  This  might  be 
done  either  by  a  limitation  of  increases  to 
the  averaged  Consumers  Price  Index  for 
the  first  two  and  one  half  years  of  the 
current  quadrennium,  or  by  a  maximum 
growth  rate  of  20  percent  in  any  quadren¬ 
nium. 

Few  actions  at  General  Conference 
could  better  serve  the  life  and  vitality  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  than  to  in¬ 
duce  this  sort  of  fiscal  responsibility. 

"Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  'church.  This  week's  con¬ 
tributor,  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Langford,  is  a 
professor  of  Systematic  Theology  at 
Duke  Divinity  School  in  Durham,  North 
Carolina. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double- 
spaces  pages  maximum  length)  to  "Here 
I  Stand,"  the  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75 222. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion 
$25  minimum  charge  up  lo  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved 
advance 


JOB  VACANCY:  Youth  Director  of  established 
program.  McFarlin  United  Methodist  Church. 
Norman,  Oklahoma  (adjacent  to  OU).  Apply:  Dr 
Phil  Fenn,  Box  2190.  Norman.  OK  73070 


DIRECTOR  OF  FAMILY  MINISTRIES  Present 
responsibilities  —  Youth  Ministry  and  Education. 
Salary  -  $17,000  and  negotiable.  Hope  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  P.O.  Box  400,  Hope.  AR  71801.  Phone: 
(501)777-8816. 


THIRTY-FIFTH  WORLD  TOUR  July  departure. 
Japan,  Taiwan.  Hong  Kong.  Bangkok,  Nepal,  India. 
Egypt,  the  Holy  Land,  Germany,  Oberammergau 
Passion  Play.  Option  return  via  Russia  to  Germany 
Send  for  brochure.  Fallon.  3519  Donnelly  Drive. 
Olympia.  WA  98501 


1983  PRICES  GUARANTEED  ON  METHODIST 
ROOTS  Pilgrimages  applications  received  within  the 
next  30  days.  And  price  includes  so  much,  you 
probably  will  spend  less  totally  than  you  expect: 
round  trip  jet  fare,  first  class  hotels,  private  motor 
coach,  daily  breakfasts,  dinners  outside  London,  are 
only  part  of  what  is  included.  All  Pilgrimages  last  14 
days.  Departure  points,  dates  and  lecturers  for  each 
(join  any  one  which  best  fits  your  time  and 
,raphy>:  Nashville,  May  16.  Dr.  Frank  Gulley. 

.  dean,  Vanderbilt  Divinity  School;  Dallas  or 
Houston.  June  13,  Dr.  Durwood  Fleming,  former 
president.  Southwestern  University;  Detroit,  June  20, 
Bishop  Edsel  Ammons.  Michigan  area  UMC; 
Minneapolis,  June  27,  Dr.  Chester  Pennington, 
former  pastor.  Hennepin  Avenue  UM  Church  and 
professor  at  Iliff  School  of  Theology  .  Wichita.  July 
11,  Dean  Hamby  Barton,  Spartanburg  Methodist 
College;  Des  Moines,  July  18,  Dr.  Steven  Plymale, 
chaplain,  professor,  Morningside  College;  Denver, 
August  1,  Dr  Donald  Messer,  president.  Iliff  School 
of  Theology;  Washington  (Dulles),  October  10.  Dr 
Ellon  Hendricks,  president,  Methodist  College.  N.C. 

Principal  points  visited;  London,  Cambridge,  Lin¬ 
coln,  Epworth,  Coventry,  Stratford,  Bristol,  Oxford. 
You  will  have  just  the  right  amount  of  free  time,  and 
assistance  in  choosing  how  to  use  it.  Seven-day  Add- 
On  Option  at  end,  including  Stonehenge,  Hastings. 
Dover,  Canterbury,  London. 

For  free  brochure  and  other  information,  toll-free, 
800/251-2141. 
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Separate  mission  agency  chiefs  face  off  on  issues 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

:  DALLAS  —  After  more  than  30  years 
together  on  the  official  United  Methodist 
missions  “team,”  during  which  they  ad¬ 
mittedly  did  not  know  each  other  very 
well,  Peggy  Billings  and  the  Rev.  H.  T. 
Maclin  met  here  last  Friday  under  very 
different  circumstances. 

-  They  now  are  chief  executives  of  what 
many  fear  will  become  rival  missionary¬ 
sending  agencies  that  could  lead  to  a 
schism  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
(see  Reporter,  Jan.  9  and  27  and  Feb.  17). 
.  For  nearly  four  hours,  they  spoke  to  and 
■were  quizzed  by  editors  from  the  40  UM 
annual  conferences  which  publish  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

Mr.  Maclin  said  the  new,  independent 
“Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists” 

—  which  he  now  heads  —  was  formed  be¬ 
cause  “traditional  Wesleyan  evangelical 
■theology  is  not  represented”  in  the  actual 
■  mission  philosophy  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Just  as  Methodist  women  created  a  se¬ 
parate  missionary  society  during  the  last 
century  when  they  were  denied  represen¬ 
tation  on  the  official  agency,  he  said, 
alienated  “evangelicals  in  the  Wesleyan 
tradition”  are  doing  the  same  today. 

Ms.  Billings,  chief  executive  since  last 
fall  of  Global  Ministries’  overseas  mis¬ 
sions  division,  replied:  “I  do  not  believe 
any  one  group  in  the  church  can  lay 
claim  to  the  words  ‘evangelical’  and 
‘Wesleyan.’  ”  But  even  in  the  way  Mr. 
Maclin  was  using  the  word,  she  said,  “we 
don’t  turn  people  away  from  being  mis¬ 
sionaries  solely  because  they’re  evangel¬ 
icals.” 

“Evangelicals  shut  out” 

Mr.  Maclin  said  persons  who  have  felt 
./.‘shut  out”  by  Global  Ministries  have 
tried  to  be  in  dialogue  with  leaders  there 
for  more  than  a  decade  but  to  no  avail. 

.  When  three  major  staff  positions  were 
open  last  year,  critics  hoped  ay  least  one 
would  be  filled  by  someone  irnwhom  they 
had  confidence,  but  none  of  them  was, 


Mr.  Maclin  said.  (Ms.  Billings  filled  one 
of  the  positions.)  Critics  lost  hope  that 
the  board  would  be  pluralistic  enough  to 
promote  their  interests,  too,  and  formed 
the  Mission  Society  after  that,  he  said. 

Ms.  Billings  said  Global  Ministries  offi¬ 
cials  have  been  in  dialogue  with  their  cri¬ 
tics  who  seem  to  feel  dialogue  must  end 
in  agreement.  “I  don’t  know  how  far  we 
can  go  with  that  when  we  can’t  agree,” 
she  said. 

Global  Ministries  quite  obviously  has 
made  numerous  mistakes  through  the 
years  and  not  been  as  faithful  to  God  as  it 
should  be,  Ms.  Billings  said.  “I  believe  in 
admitting  and  correcting  our  mistakes, 
but  I  don’t  believe  in  dumping  on  my  col¬ 
leagues  or  on  those  who  went  before.” 

No  “raids”  planned 

This  occasion  was  the  first  at  which  top 
leaders  from  the  two  agencies  have 
discussed  the  issues  publicly  face-to- 
face.  The  speakers  remained  calm  but 
firm  and  took  detailed  notes  as  each 
other  spoke. 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III, 
Reporter  editor/general  manager  and 
moderator  of  the  dialogue,  said  he  asked 
Ms.  Billings  and  Mr.  Maclin  to  come  to 
the  paper’s  annual  editors’  conference, 
“not  for  a  debate  in  which  one  scores 
points  at  the  expense  of  the  other,  but  to 
clarify  the  issues  and  to  try  to  identify 
points  of  common  understanding.” 

In  response  to  a  direct  question  from 
Ms.  Billings,  Mr.  Maclin  assured  that  the 
new  Mission  Society  will  not  “raid”  the 
missionary  personnel  of  the  UMC’s  offi¬ 
cial  agency,  the  staff  of  which  he  left  only 
in  January. 

Pressed  in  several  ways  about  whether 
his  group  will  encourage  congregations 
to  reduce  payments  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  central  World  Service  fund,  Mr. 
Maclin  noted  that  his  full  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  has  yet  to  meet. 

At  the  first  executive  committee  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Mission  Society,  he  said,  “we 
categorically  denied  that  our  society  will 
encourage  people  not  to  pay  apportion¬ 


ments.  We’re  not  trying  to  push  Global 
Ministries  out  but  to  supplement”  some 
aspects  of  its  task  that  are  not  adequate¬ 
ly  being  carried  out. 

When  pressed  further,  he  declined  to 
say  whether  the  Mission  Society  will  ask 
that  congregations  pay  all  their  World 
Service  apportionment  before  sending 
money  to  the  new  agency. 

Mr.  Maclin  also  said  he  feels  certain 
that  Mission  Society  missionaries  will 
not  try  to  impose  their  own  economic,  po¬ 
litical,  cultural  or  theological  prefer¬ 
ences  on  overseas  peoples  if  the  churches 
there  don’t  ask  for  that.  The  society  will 
not  work  independently  of  indigenous 
Methodist  leaders  in  nations,  he  said,  and 
some  society  funds  likely  will  be  given  to 
specific  Global  Ministries  projects. 

One  structure? 

In  response  to  Ms.  Billings'  assertion 
that  the  Mission  Society  is  likely  to  lead 
to  redundant  effort  and  competition,  Mr. 
Maclin  asked  her  if  God  can  work 
through  only  one  structure? 

She  answered:  “How  can  we  ever  say 
God’s  will  is  limited  to  any  human  struc¬ 
ture?  That’s  why  we  work  with  ecumeni¬ 
cal  agencies.” 

She  noted,  however,  that  “our  denomi¬ 
nation  has  chosen  a  certain  administra¬ 
tive  order”  and  that  General  Conference 
has  assigned  the  mission  support  and 
sending  responsibility  to  a  single  agency 
—  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Her 
board  cannot  responsibly  give  away  that 
mandate  to  someone  else,  she  said. 

Sticking  with  the  present  order  is  im¬ 
portant,  she  said,  because  it  was  estab¬ 
lished  collectively  and  not  independently 
by  a  small  group  of  pastors  as  if  the  “lo¬ 
cal  congregation  is  the  source  of  all 
wisdom.” 

Theology  differs 

In  the  same  vein,  Ms.  Billings  said  she 
considers  it  “a  theological  issue”  that  the 
church’s  mission  outreach  should  be  sup¬ 
ported  in  part  by  undesignated  general 
church  funds  contributed  "in  trust” 


Peggy  Billings,  head  of  United  Methodism’s  overseas  missions  arm,  speaks  as  United  Methodist  Reporter  editor 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam,  left,  and  the  Rev.  H.  T.  Maclin  of  an  independent  Mission  Society  listen.  john  c.  goodwin  photo 


rather  than  entirely  by  designated  gifts 
of  the  type  the  Mission  Society  will  raise. 

She  said  that  under  Global  Ministries’ 
policy,  missionary  support  is  consistent¬ 
ly  provided  by  a  combination  of  undesig¬ 
nated  money  through  World  Service  and 
designated  money  through  Advance  spe¬ 
cial  giving  and  United  Methodist  Women. 

Mr.  Maclin  cited  statistics  showing 
that  increases  in  designated  giving  have 
far  outstripped  those  in  undesignated 
giving  during  the  past  decade.  “That’s 
the  reality,”  he  said.  He  questioned  at¬ 
taching  more  importance  to  the  board’s 
policies  than  in  placing  more  mission¬ 
aries  in  the  field. 

He  said  United  Methodists  provide  the 
majority  of  funds  for  several  indepen¬ 
dent  missions  efforts.  He  said  his  Mission 
Society  offers  an  opportunity  to  keep 
some  of  that  money  within  the  denomina¬ 
tion,  albeit  not  in  the  offical  agency. 


Ms.  Billings  said  she  believes  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  will  be  “sadly  disappointed” 
if  it  thinks  it  will  get  much  of  that  money. 

At  the  end  of  the  session  Mr.  Dunnam 
commended  Ms.  Billings,  Mr.  Maclin 
and  the  editors  for  relating  to  one 
another  as  “brothers  and  sisters  in  the 
family  of  Christ.”  He  said  the  construc¬ 
tive  quality  of  the  dialogue  suggested 
merit  in  possibly  conducting  “additional 
sessions  involving  journalistic  third 
parties  in  the  future  to  search  for  ways  of 
minimizing  alienation  and  competition, 
and  maximizing  faithfulness  to  Christ  in 
fulfilling  the  church’s  missionary  task.” 

During  the  annual  three-day  confer¬ 
ence,  editors  also  participated  in  work¬ 
shops  led  by  John  C.  Goodwin,  associate 


director  of  audiovisual  resources  for  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries,  and  Douglas  F.  Cannon, 
communications  instructor  at  Eastern 
Kentucky  University. 

Mr.  Goodwin  told  them  that  photogra¬ 
phy  is  more  a  matter  of  knowing  what 
and  why  you  are  taking  pictures  than 
knowing  the  techniques. 

In  an  intensive  evaluation  of  appear¬ 
ance  and  content  of  the  various  editors’ 
papers,  Mr.  Cannon  advised  them  to 
write  simply  about  UM  structures  —  “as 
if  the  churches  are  filled  with  former 
Baptists"  —  because  many  like  his  own 
congregation  are. 

More  of  the  missions  discussion  will 
appear  in  a  subsequent  issue  of  the  Re¬ 
porter. 


Sen.  Cranston  claims  no  strong  church  ties 


By  JOHN  DART 
Religious  News  Service 
Sen.  Alan  Cranston,  a  liberal  Demo¬ 
crat  from  California,  rarely  discusses  his 
private  life,  so  that  even  those  close  to 
him  have  only  vague  ideas  about  his  feel¬ 
ings  on  religion.  But  his  sister  and 
longtime  Senate  press  secretary  believe 
'  that,  though  he  is  comfortable  being 
identified  as  a  Protestant,  he  has  not  had 
any  church  ties. 

“Our  family  has  been  associated  with 
Congregational  churches,”  said  sister 


Eleanor  Fowle  of  Los  Altos,  Calif. 

As  children,  Mr.  Cranston  and  his  sis¬ 
ter  attended  Sunday  School  in  Los  Altos. 
“Our  family  was  freethinking,  although 
our  parents  tried  to  instill  a  Christian 
ethic.  There  wasn’t  an  awful  lot  of  formal 
church  connection,”  she  said. 

Sen.  Cranston,  69,  was  divorced  in  1977, 
when  his  first  wife  grew  tired  of  the  poli¬ 
tical  life.  His  second  wife,  Norma,  63,  is 
Jewish.  Neither  the  candidate  nor  his 
present  wife  is  outwardly  religious,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Murray  Flander,  the  senator’s 
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press  secretary. 

“He’s  a  very  religious  man  in  the  sense 
that  Abraham  Lincoln  was  religious.  He 
has  a  very  profound  sense  of  the  sacred- 


Gospel  can  be  broken  ifito  parts 


By  WALTER  VERNON 

“The  gospel  is  the  good  news  to  the 
whole  man  —  the  whole  society  compos¬ 
ed  of  social  beings.  The  gospel  cannot  be 
finally  broken  into  two  parts  (personal 
and  social)  even  for  discussion.”  So 
wrote  James  William  Morgan  of  Denton, 
Texas,  in  “The  Christian  Advocate”  on 
Jan.  7, 1971.  He  continued  by  saying : 

“Is  forgiveness  personal  or  social?  .  .  . 
We  need  to  be  forgiven  primarily  be¬ 
cause  of  our  failures,  which  are  failures 
to  our  fellow  man  .  .  .  Can  a  sermon  on 
forgiveness  be  preached  today  in  a  pre¬ 
dominantly  white-skinned  church  with¬ 
out  dealing  with  the  necessity  of  blacks 
forgiving  whites  for  the  indignities  of  the 
past  century  (and  longer)?  What  about 
the  necessity  for  whites  to  forgive  blacks 
for  the  postponed  acts  of  rage  now  finally 
exploding  against  white?  .  .  .” 

“The  inward  witness  of  the  Spirit  must 
be  corroborated  by  the  outward  witness, 
the  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  the  character  of 
Christ,  according  to  Wesley,”  wrote  Dr. 
Lycurgus  M.  Starkey,  Jr.  in  “Religion  in 
.Life”  (Spring,  1980,  p.  76).  “If  that  inner 
assurance  of  God’s  acceptance  doesn’t 
bear  fruit  in  a  new  commitment  to  the 
welfare  of  others,  then  our  assurance  is 
phoney  baloney,  full  of  emotionalism  and 
self-congratulation,  but  signifying  noth¬ 
ing.” 

"...  The  gospel  made  its  first  appeal 
to  the  victims  of  an  evil  society.  Its  ap¬ 
peal  consisted  largely  in  the  promise  of 
social  salvation,”  according  to  Dr.  Al¬ 
bert  E.  Barnett,  writing  in  “The  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate”  for  July  7, 1955.  He  based 
this  judgment  on  his  analysis  that  the 
early  followers  of  Jesus  were  “the  dis¬ 
possessed  and  oppressed  masses  (who) 
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welcomed  the  promise  of  an  order  of  life 
on  the  earth  to  be  characterized  by 
peace,  justice,  equality,  security,  right¬ 
eousness,  fraternity  .  .  .” 

Similarly,  United  Brethren  spoke 
“against  the  manifestations  of  corruption 
and  greed  and  inhumanity  of  industriali¬ 
zation.  Increasing  numbers  came  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  individualistic,  pietistic  pres¬ 
criptions  —  good  as  they  were  —  were 
alone  incapable  to  remedy  social  evils,” 
according  to  the  recent  History  of  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church. 


And  Evangelicals  became  convinced 
that  “the  older  pietistic  passivism  was 
insufficient,  and  there  arose  the  demand 
that  the  church  ‘push  into  the  thick  of  the 
battle  for  social  and  moral  reforms.’  ” 
“The  Christian  way  demands  .  .  .  rev¬ 
erence  and  regard  for  (all  persons)  .  .  . 
None  is  to  be  oppressed  ...  (It)  is  the 
way  of  good  will,  or  love  ...  Is  one  of 
justice  ...  the  effort  to  secure  for  every 
individual  the  fullest  and  freest  opportu¬ 
nity  in  life .  .  .  The  Christian  social  way  is 
one  of  work,  work  for  all  and  work  from 
all  ...  To  refuse  to  take  our  part  in  toil 
for  human  good  is  as  surely  a  sin  as  is 
theft  or  lying  .  .  .  God  is  seeking  to  save  a 
world ...  not  just  to  take  the  souls  of  men 
out  of  a  wicked  world  but  to  save  our 
humanity  and  all  its  life  in  this  world." 
So  concludes  Harris  Franklin  Rail  in  The 
Christian  Faith  and  Way. 


ness  of  life  and  the  existence  of  God,” 
Mr.  Flander  said. 

Though  Sen.  Cranston  has  opposed  leg¬ 
islative  restrictions  on  abortion,  the 
press  secretary  said  the  senator  has  “a 
difficult  time  because  this  question 
would  seem  to  run  counter  to  the  sanctity 
of  life.  But  what  it  comes  down  to  is  a 
very  practical  decision  of  whether  the 
government  is  denying  poor  women  what 
wealthy  women  can  get  with  ease  and 
whether  individual  women  are  needless¬ 
ly  endangering  their  lives.” 

One  of  the  first  Democratic  hopefuls  to 
announce  his  candidacy,  Sen.  Cranston 
very  early  made  his  support  for  a  nu¬ 
clear  arms  freeze  a  central  issue.  On  oth¬ 
er  issues  of  interest  to  religionists,  he  op¬ 
poses  gOvernment-sporiSdred  school 
prayer  and  tuition  tax  credits  for  parents 
of  private  school  students. 

After  graduating  from  Stanford  Uni¬ 
versity  in  1936,  he  went  to  Rome  as  a  cor¬ 
respondent  for  a  wire  service  for  two 
years.  When  he  returned  to  the  United 
States,  he  noted  that  an  English-lan¬ 
guage  version  of  “Mein  Kampf”  left  out 
sections  describing  Adolf  Hitler’s  plans 
for  world  conquest,  so  Mr.  Cranston  pub¬ 
lished  his  own  version  to  alert  Ameri¬ 
cans.  That  book  sold  a  million  copies  be¬ 
fore  a  copyright  suit  by  the  Nazi  leader 
stopped  it. 

Mr.  Cranston  then  went  to  Washington 
to  lobby  for  Jews  seeking  refuge  in  the 
United  States  and  later  took  a  job  in  the 
Office  of  War  Information.  After  a  brief 
stint  in  the  Army,  he  joined  the  United 
World  Federalists  and  served  three 
years  as  its  president. 


Sociologist  says  UMC 
remains  4pre-Aldersgate’ 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  As  it 
marks  its  Bicentennial,  American 
Methodism  is  likely  to  spend  more 
time  celebrating  its  “cages"  than  in 
trying  to  recover  a  liberating  spirit,  a 
leading  sociologist  of  religion  warned 
Feb.  16  here. 

Bureaucratic  structures  in  both 
church  and  society  “lead  inevitably  to 
iron  cages  for  the  human  spirit,” 
Professor  Earl  D.  C.  Brewer  of 
Atlanta  told  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

“Whether  the  Methodist  bird  is  con¬ 
tent  to  become  a  canary  locked  in  its 
own  bureaucratic  structures  and 
those  of  society  is  a  central  question. 

The  unfortunate  1  iklihood  is  that  we 
will  spend  more  time  celebrating  our 
cages  than  trying  to  escape  them. 
After  all,  they  are  very  comfortable.” 

After  his  “heart-warming”  ex¬ 
perience  at  Aldersgate,  John  Wesley 
“became  the  leader  of  a  religious  re¬ 
vival  which  focused  on  personal  reli¬ 
gious  experience  and  good  works  for 
the  needy  in  society,”  said  Dr. 
Brewer,  professor  of  sociology  and  re¬ 
ligion  at  Emory  University’s  Candler 
School  of  Theology. 

“Unlike  Wesley,  we  are  happy  in 
our  pre-Aldersgate  spiritual  condi¬ 
tion,  and  our  hearts  burn  more  from 
indigestion  and  the  indignities  of 
bureaucracies  than  from  the  liber¬ 
ating  touch  of  God’s  spirit.” 

This  lack  of  spirit,  Dr.  Brewer  said, 
comes  at  a  time  when  “there  are 
more  people  caught  up  in  demonic 


structures  and  meaninglessness  and 
materialism  than  ever.  These  sinful 
persecutions  against  people  world¬ 
wide  make  the  Roman  Empire  .  .  . 
seem  benign  by  comparison. 

“Most  of  our  seminary  education 
and  conference  strategies  focus  on  the 
structural  four-walls  cage  mentality 
for  ministry  for  both  local  churches 
and  connectional  agencies.  Is  it  any 
wonder  that  our  encapsulated  spirits 
have  difficulty  experiencing  the 
Wesleyan  freedom  that  the  world  is 
our  parish? 

Church  bureaucracies,  Dr.  Brewer 
said,  “have  separated  personal 
holiness  from  congregational  holi¬ 
ness,  and  both  from  social  holiness.  A 
transformation  scenario  would  call 
for  holistic  disciplines  of  holiness  .  .  . 
(which)  would  join  personal,  social 
and  church  strategies  of  holiness  in 
new  outbursts  of  the  spirit  and  new 
challenges  to  structures.” 

To  achieve  this,  directors  of  United 
Methodism’s  chief  social  action 
agency  were  told,  “those  who  write 
our  theology,  social  principles,  and 
spiritual  and  structural  disciplines 
(in  1984)  need  a  vision  of  holistic  unity 
and  ...  of  the  urgency  of  God’s  spirit 
which  characterized  the  post- 
Aldersgate  Wesley. 

“The  maintenance  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation  as  an  institution  has  become 
more  dominant  than  missional  and 
social  outreach.  Clerical  and  lay 
leaders  have  become  those  who  could 
provision  the  boat  without  rocking  it.” 


Bishop  Yeakel  decries  military  buildup 


By  ISABEL  CHAMP  WOLSELEY 
SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  (UMNS)  -  “It’s 
urgent  we  voice  our  protests  against  the 
nuclear  arms  build-up.  That’s  the  only 
way  military  leaders  and  governmental 
officials  will  stop  this  continued  escala¬ 
tion  of  mind-boggling  warfare.” 

So  said  Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel  of  the 
Central  New  York  Area  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  He  was  reflecting  on 
his  recent  trip  to  the  North  Atlantic 
Treaty  Organization’s  headquarters  in 
Brussels  and  other  visits  to  its  military 
bases  near  London.  The  bishop  and  nine 
other  church  leaders  were  guests  of 


NATO. 

NATO,  which  celebrates  its  35th  anni¬ 
versary  April  4,  invites  groups  of  8  to  10 
persons  at  a  time  to  seminar  settings. 
Major  decision-makers  from  various 
professions  —  editors,  politicians,  scien¬ 
tists  —  sit  in  on  consultations  and  policy¬ 
making  discussions  of  high-level  NATO 
officials. 

Bishop  Yeakel  and  his  companions 
were  the  first  religious  leaders  invited  to 
the  seminars.  This  resulted  when  NATO 
people  were  asked,  “Since  the  peace 
movement  is  a  major  force,  why  bring  in 
everyone  but  the  clergy?” 
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The  ten  religious  leaders  were  selected 
by  and  traveled  under  the  auspices  of 
CRIA  —  the  Council  on  Religion  and  In¬ 
ternational  Affairs  —  a  peace-keeping  or¬ 
ganization  begun  in  1914  by  Andrew  Car¬ 
negie.  The  group  was  made  up  of  Jewish, 
Catholic  and  Protestant  representatives. 

“When  I  was  first  contacted,  I  asked, 
‘What’s  the  price?  What’s  the  hook?’  ” 
the  bishop  said  in  a  recent  interview.  “I 
was  assured  there  were  no  hidden  com¬ 
mitments;  each  of  us  was  free  to  speak 
as  an  individual.  We  clergy  persons  were 
not  to  be  propaganda  tools,  to  bless 
NATO,  or  to  be  paraded  about.  None  of  us 
went  as  a  representative  of  our  denomi¬ 
nation.  It  was  a  personal  invitation  to  be 
present  with  NATO  members  and  try  to 
see  things  from  their  viewpoint.” 

Life  Seems  Nonchalant 

Bishop  Yeakel’s  impression  of  those  so 
intimately  involved  with  the  destiny  of 
the  earth’s  millions  is  that  they  seemed 
almost  nonchalant  as  they  sit  five-to-six 
stories  beneath  the  earth’s  surface  in 
their  offices  at  the  command  posts  at 
NATO  bases.  “If  they  were  deploying 
horses  like  was  done  during  the  battle  at 
Gettysburg,  that’s  one  thing  ...  but 
they’re  deploying  nuclear  weapons! 
These  weapons  contain  the  capability  of 
destroying  the  world’s  population  12 
times  over.  But  that’s  not  all  —  the  So¬ 
viets  also  have  a  12-time  overkill. 
Where’s  it  going  to  stop?” 

The  bishop  mentioned  “decoupling,"  a 
term  so  new  it  is  not  in  dictionaries  and  is 
still  unfamiliar  to  the  vast  majority  of 
Americans.  Diplomatic  sources  use  the 
term  to  describe  the  possibility  that  the 
United  States  would  go  its  own  way  on 
use  and  placement  of  nuclear  weapons, 
leaving  its  European  partners  to  defend 
themselves. 


“It’s  a  scenario,  of  course,”  the  bishop 
said,  “but  it’s  in  the  realm  of  possibility 
that  the  United  States  could  very  well  de¬ 
cide  to  pull  out  of  NATO.  Then,  if  or  when 
Europe  is  incinerated,  we’d  negotiate  a 
peace  with  Russia  and  thus  our  two  coun¬ 
tries  possibly  would  survive  even  though 
Europe  is  gone.” 

Another  problem  with  nuclear  wea¬ 
ponry,  the  bishop  said,  concerns  those 
countries  which  are  outside  the  NATO 
and  Warsaw  (Soviet)  factions  and  thus 
are  not  bound  by  treaties.  Many  other 
smaller  countries  —  such  as  Pakistan 
and  those  of  Africa  and  Arab  nations  — 
are  escalating  their  own  weapons. 

Cost  Is  No  Big  Problem 

He  mentioned  another  unnerving  fact: 
to  balance  Russia’s  troops  and  tanks  with 
conventional  forces,  NATO  would  need  a 
similar  set-up,  which  means  supply  of 
food  and  other  life  supports  for  all  con¬ 
cerned.  Simply  stated:  the  cost  of  nu¬ 
clear  warfare  is  relatively  cheap. 

“One  problem  as  I  see  it,”  Bishop 
Yeakel  says,  “is  that  the  United  States’ 
approach  to  international  diplomatic  ef¬ 
forts  is  piecemeal.  We  just  shoot  from  the 
hip.  It  seems  to  me  the  only  solution  is  for 
the  national  will  of  the  people  to  become 
so  strong  that  the  various  governmental 
agencies  will  have  to  respond.  And  yet  if 
an  opinion  poll  were  taken,  the  apathy  of 
our  people  would  support  them.” 

What  about  Biblical  standards? 

“The  witness  of  the  church  is  strong  — 
no  question  about  that,”  the  bishop  an¬ 
swered.  “But  the  church  is  not  unified.  It 
seems  to  lack  commitment.  The  will  of 
God  is  that  we  live  together  peaceably. 
The  resources  of  this  world  can  sustain 
us  all.  Peace  is  possible.” 

The  United  Methodist  Church  as  a 
whole  is  known  as  a  peace  church  in 


terms  of  its  commitment  to  the  further¬ 
ance  of  peace,  he  pointed  out,  and,  as 
such,  is  opposed  to  the  use  of  nuclear 
weapons  or  the  production  of  weapons 

In  the  upcoming  General  Conference  in 
May,  undoubtedly  one  issue  which  will 
emerge  concerns  the  question,  “Is  there 
a  just  war  in  a  nuclear  age?” 

Hopes  For  Peace  Reaffirmation 

Bishop  Yeakel  said:  “I  hope  our  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  will  reaffirm  its  commit¬ 
ment  to  peace  and  to  the  non-use  of  nu¬ 
clear  weapons.  Certain  unilateral  actions 
need  —  and  ought  —  to  be  taken,  which, 
morally  speaking,  require  us  to  act.  I 
think  we’ve  got  to  continue  trying  to  open 
up  dialogue  with  peoples  of  the  Eastern 
bloc.  Those  people  have  families,  too, 
and  are  just  as  afraid  of  a  holocaust  as 
we  are.” 

In  his  assessment  of  peace  movements 
in  other  countries.  Bishop  Yeakel  thinks 
they  are  much  stronger,  much  more  or¬ 
ganized,  and  much  more  vocal  than  are 
those  in  the  United  States. 

“I  feel  an  urgency  to  halt  this  incred¬ 
ible  buildup,”  the  bishop  continued.  “I  re¬ 
call  a  statement  made  several  years  ago 
by  Norman  Cousins,  editor  of  ‘Saturday 
Review’:  ‘The  number  one  issue  in  this 
world  is  the  nuclear  issue.  The  second 
most  important  issue  is  getting  the  peo¬ 
ple  with  the  brains  —  and  who  could  do 
something  about  it  —  to  believe  that  the 
number  one  issue  is  the  nuclear  issue.’  ” 

Bishop  Yeakel  concluded,  “One  can’t 
look  at  the  world  and  not  make  a  re¬ 
sponse  one  way  or  the  other.  In  fact,  no 
response  is  a  response.  One  thing  about 
it,  we  just  cannot  continue  the  way  we’re 
going.” 

Ms.  Wolseley  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Syracuse,  N.Y. 
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Recommendations  for  all  apportioned  general  church  funds  (in  millions  of  dollars) 


EDITORS  NOTE:  The  1984 
General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  meet  May  1- 
11  in  Baltimore.  Delegates  will 
wear  the  medallion  at  right. 
Following  is  the  ninth  in  a  17-part 
series  of  articles  summarizing 
major  issues  which  will  face  the 
delegates. 

By  SHARON  M1ELKE 
Managing  Editor 

“If  it  ain’t  broke,  don’t  fix  it”  is  an  old 
adage  being  applied  to  the  basic 
funding  pattern  of  United  Methodism’s 
national  and  worldwide  program. 

But  while  the  1,000  delegates  to  the 
1984  General  Conference  will  not  be 
asked  to  vote  on  any  new  funding 
apparatus,  they  will  be  asked  to 
approve  the  raising  of  substantially 
greater  amounts  of  money.  Proposals 
to  increase  the  UMC’s  18  general 
church  funds  range  between  31  and  49 
percent  for  the  four  years  1985-88  (see 
chart ) . 

And,  if  past  history  repeats  itself,  the 
dollars  which  delegates  have  some 
control  over  —  that  is,  national  level 
program  and  administrative  budgets  — 
will  represent  less  than  5  percent  of  ail 
the  dollars  United  Methodists  put  into 
their  offering  plates. 

Most  money  stays  at  home 

During  1983,  for  example,  about  $83 
million  was  raised  for  all  general 
church  funds  combined  (including 
special  offerings)  out  of  $1.9  billion 
contributed  for  all  purposes.  Most  of  the 


money  stays  closer  to  home  to  pay  for 
staff  salaries,  utility  bills,  Sunday 
school  materials  and  choir  music,  and 
to  support  annual  conference  program 
and  administration. 

Last  year  United  Methodists  put  an 
average  of  $220  each  into  collection 
plates  for  all  purposes. 

A  planned,  graduated  annual 
increase  in  the  denomination’s  basic 
administrative  fund  —  The  World 
Service  Fund  —  was  put  in  place  during 
the  current  quadrennium  in  an  effort  to 
keep  pace  with  inflation. 

The  Rev.  Ewing  T.  Wayland,  the 
general  church’s  treasurer,  said,  “Our 
research  indicates  this  plan  has  met 
with  wholesale  approval.”  Conse¬ 
quently,  he  said  this  same  procedure  is 
being  built  into  the  proposals  for  World 
Service  ( see  accompanying  chart ) . 

Number  of  funds  problematic 

Dr.  Wayland  also  said  the  “sub¬ 
stantial  increase  in  the  World  Service 
Fund”  is  an  effort  on  the  part  of  his 


agency  —  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  —  to  add 
stature  and  significance  to  the  Church’s 
basic  program  and  benevolence  fund. 
Some  have  expressed  concern  that  too 
many  new  funds  were  created  in  recent 
years,  thereby  tending  to  diminish  the 
importance  of  World  Service,  Dr. 
Wayland  said.  He  noted  that  during  a 
four-year  cycle,  about  85  percent  of  the 
World  Service  is  raised. 

In  addition  to  several  funding  pro¬ 
posals,  delegates  will  also  receive  a 
report  from  a  special  committee  to 
study  “funding  patterns,”  mandated  by 
the  1980  General  Conference.  Bishop  H. 
Ellis  Finger  Jr.  of  the  Holston  Area 
chaired  the  committee  which  conferred 
with  local  church,  regional  and  general 
church  persons  involved  in  steward¬ 
ship,  promotion  and  interpretation. 

Bishop  Finger  reported  that  his  9- 
member  committee  found  general 
support  for  leaving  the  church’s 
funding  apparatus  alone,  but  also  heard 
calls  for  significant  increases  in  helping 
UMs  understand  what  the  various  funds 
are  for  and  for  a  renewed  stewardship 
education  emphasis. 

The  committee  is  also  recommending 
the  “re-direction”  of  an  existing  volun¬ 
tary  fund  to  permit  personalized  gifts, 
similar  to  the  denomination’s  General 
Advance  Special  program,  to  be  given 
to  general  agencies  not  in  the  Advance 
(“second-mile  giving”  for  missions). 
The  current  voluntary  (not  apportioned 
or  assigned  to  local  churches)  World 
Service  Special  Fund  would  be 
redefined  to  provide  opportunities  for 


Name  of  Fund 
World  Service 
General  Administration 
Episcopal  Fund 
Interdenominational 
Temporary  General  Aid 
Ministerial  Education 
Black  College  Fund 
Subtotal 

Missional  Priority 
Telecommunications 
Archives 
TOTAL 


1984 

$32.4 

2.9 

6.5 

1.1 

1.0 

18.1 

7.2 


69.5 


74.5 


Increase  1985  over  1984—13.5  percent 
30  percent 


1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

35.3 

37.4 

40.0 

42.0 

3.2 

3.2 

3.3 

3.3 

7.1 

7.6 

8.1 

8.7 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

1.0 

.927 

.853 

.779 

18.7 

19.6 

21.2 

22.8 

7.8 

8.2 

8.7 

9.1 

74.5 

78.3 

83.5 

88.1 

7.5 

7.5 

7.5 

7.5 

10.0 

10.0 

10.0 

10.0 

2.4 

2.4 

2.4 

2.4 

4.8 

4.8 

4.8 

4.8 

250 

250 

250 

250 

84.6 

88.4 

93.7 

98.2 

97.0 

100.8 

106.1 

110.6 

quadrennium  — 

31.4  percent 

49  percent 

1985-88 

total 

154.8 

13.1 

31.5 
4.8 
3.5 

82.5 
34.0 


324.5 

30.0 

40.0 

9.6 

19.2 

1.0 

365.1 

384.7 


agencies  not  in  the  Advance,  such  as 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  to 
offer  personalized  giving  options. 

Bishop  Finger  said  the  committee 
would  monitor  this  new  procedure 
carefully  for  four  years  to  be  sure  it 
does  not  jeopardize  the  great  success  of 
the  Advance. 

‘Think-tank’  recommended 

The  committee  will  also  ask  for  an 
ongoing  small  group  —  “a  kind  of  think- 
tank”  —  to  explore  new  approaches  and 


innovative  directions  to  fund  the  future 
mission  of  the  church. 

Two  funding  proposals  presented 
after  the  formal  budget  process  ended 
are:  (1)  $200,000  to  rescue  the  finan¬ 
cially-imperiled  United  Methodist 
Women’s  history  project,  which 
includes  an  emphasis  on  ethnic  history  ; 
and  (2)  a  $1.6  million  proposal  to  assist 
three  ethnic  minority  annual  confer¬ 
ences  —  Puerto  Rico,  Rio  Grande  and 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  —  to 
reduce  by  half  their  unfunded  pension 


liabilitv.  The  three  have  the  lowest 
pension  service  rates  in  the  denom¬ 
ination. 

In  addition  to  the  stipulated  amounts 
presented  in  the  accompanying  chart, 
millions  of  United  Methodist  dollars 
will  be  given  each  year  in  special  cam¬ 
paigns  for  clergy  pensions;  new 
churches;  colleges  and  camps  and  the 
like;  emergency  relief  offerings; 
“second  mile”  support  of  missions 
projects;  and  voluntary  giving  to  a 
wide  variety  of  causes. 


Death  inquiry  hits  cold  trail 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 


Wesley  Studies  ‘chair’  created  at  SMU 


DUBLIN,  Tex.  —  Law  enforcement 
investigators  said  last  week  they  haven’t 
identified  suspects,  likely  motives  or 
good  leads  concerning  the  murder  of 
United  Methodist  minister  John  Basham 
(see  Reporter,  Feb.  17). 

They  also  said  they  don’t  believe  the 
minister’s  two  convictions  on  misde¬ 
meanor  charges  during  the  ’70s  are 
significant  to  the  case. 

Mr.  Basham,  55,  was  pastor  of  First 
UMC  of  Dublin  (about  80  miles  southwest 
of  Fort  Worth).  He  left  home  on  Feb.  6  to 
go  to  Ministers’  Week  at  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  in  Dallas.  His  body  was 
found  in  his  van  three  days  later  in  Palo 
Pinto  County  near  Dublin. 

Palo  Pinto  Sheriff  John  Turpin  said  an 
autopsy  determined  that  Mr.  Basham 
died  of  strangulation,  although  he  also 
had  been  beaten.  Exact  time  of  death  for 
the  former  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity  football  guard  has  not  been  estab¬ 


lished  but  is  assumed  to  have  been  the 
same  day  he  left  home,  the  sheriff  said. 

Mr.  Basham’s  congregation  and 
colleagues  in  the  Central  Texas  Annual 
Conference  had  known  of  his  murder 
only  two  days  when  the  public  news 
media  of  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  area 
began  reporting  that  the  minister  had  an 
arrest  record  in  Dallas. 

The  news  media  reported  that  he  was 
arrested  in  1975  for  drug  possession  and 
was  fined  $100  and  placed  on  six  months 
probation.  Three  years  later,  he  was 
fined  $400  on  a  prostitution  charge. 

Sheriff  Turpin  told  the  Reporter  that 
the  arrest  records  were  turned  up  as  part 
of  a  routine  check  during  the  time  Mr. 
Basham  was  reported  missing  and 
before  his  body  was  found.  Because  the 
offenses  were  so  minor,  with  no  indi¬ 
cation  of  there  being  a  pattern  of  such 
activity,  “we  just  don’t  think  they  tie  in 
to  his  murder”  or  suggest  any  lifestyle 
that  would  have  made  the  minister 
susceptible  to  violence,  Sheriff  Turpin 
said. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  The  Texas  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  and  Southern  Methodist  University 
celebrated  the  successful  conclusion  of  a 
six-year  campaign  to  raise  $1  million 
here  last  week  for  establishing  an  Albert 
C.  Outler  Chair  in  Wesley  Studies  at 
SMU. 

The  Rev.  Roland  T.  Scales,  who 
chaired  the  fund-raising  committee,  said 
the  Texas  Conference,  based  in  Houston, 
hopes  that  SMU  “will  become  the  recog¬ 
nized  and  unmatched  center  for  the  study 
of  the  Wesleyan  movement.” 

Dr.  Outler,  who  retired  in  1979  from  the 
faculty  of  SMU’s  Perkins  School  of  The¬ 
ology,  is  widely  recognized  as  one  of  the 
world’s  pre-eminent  Wesleyan  Scholars. 

The  major  address  at  the  celebration 
dinner  was  given  by  Bishop  William  R. 
Cannon  of  the  Raleigh  (N.C.)  Area,  a 
noted  Methodist  historian  in  his  own 
right. 

Bishop  Cannon  saluted  Dr.  Outler  as 


one  who  “has  put  Wesley  in  the  perspec¬ 
tive  of  Christian  theology  as  a  whole  and 
not  just  in  a  particular  denominational 
context.  He  has  also  given  respectability 
to  John  Wesley  as  a  theologian  and  not 
just  as  the  builder  of  a  church  or  the 
stimulator  of  a  revival.” 

“We’re  indebted  to  Dr.  Outler,”  the 
Bishop  Cannon  averred,  “for  showing  the 
world  that  Methodists  are  not  just  warm¬ 
hearted  and  empty-headed.” 

Bishop  Cannon  credited  Dr.  Outler 
with  “correctly  referring  to  Wesley  as  a 
‘folk  theologian,’  because  all  his  great 
ideas  were  expressed  in  sermons  he 
communicated  directly  to  ordinary 
people.” 

The  bishop  also  said  that  Dr.  Outler 
“has  taught  us  that  Wesleyan  theology 
or,  for  that  matter,  any  theology  cannot 


properly  be  pursued  outside  the  church. 
This  is  true  of  all  the  really  great  theolo¬ 
gians  throughout  the  Christian  tradition. 
Unless  theology  operates  within  the 
church  and  points  to  the  church’s 
mission,  it  is  useless.” 

Dr.  Outler,  in  his  response,  said  that 
any  chair  or  program  in  Wesley  studies 
worthy  of  the  name  will  need  minimally 
to  include  three  things:  (l)a  collabor¬ 
ative  relationship  between  the  church 
and  the  university,  consistent  with 
Wesley’s  emphasis  on  uniting  knowledge 
and  vital  piety;  (2)  a  balanced  effort  to 
rescue  Wesley  from  hagiography 
(uncritical  reverence)  on  the  one  hand 
and  undeserved  neglect  on  the  other ;  and 
(3)  an  effort  to  capture  Wesley’s  apprec¬ 
iation  for  particular  Christian  traditions 
in  an  overall  Christian  context,  thereby 


affirming  both  unity  and  diversity 
among  Christians. 

Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  of  the  Houston 
Area  was  credited  with  having  the 
original  idea  for  the  Wesley  Studies 
Chair  in  honor  of  Dr.  Outler.  Bishop 
Cannon  referred  to  his  episcopal 
colleague  as  "one  of  the  greatest  United 
Methodist  bishops  of  our  day,”  and  said 
“it  is  therefore  very  appropriate  that  this 
chair  should  be  established  by  his  confer¬ 
ence  in  honor  of  the  greatest  Methodist 
theologian  of  our  time.” 

The  $1  million  endowment  fund, 
according  to  Mr.  Scales,  is  also  intended 
to  support  lectures,  colloquia,  publica¬ 
tions  and  library  accessions  especially 
needed  for  Wesley  research. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Bishop’s  resignation  aftermath: 
journalism  ethics  get  questioned 


Whodunit? 


Who's  discovered  the  new  high 
interest-sensitive  dividends  from 
Presbyterian  Ministers'  Fund? 


There’s  no  mystery.  They  all  have  Every  one  of  them! 

These  men  and  women  of  the  household  of  faith 
always  knew  they  could  count  on  us  for  the  best  value 
in  life  insurance  But  now,  we've  given  them 
something  extra. 

Presbyterian  Ministers'  Fund  is  celebrating  225  years 
of  financial  ministry  by  introducing  an  exciting  new 
concept.  It's  called  Harvester  225  And  it's  important 
news  about  life  insurance 
for  both  current  and  fu¬ 
ture  policyowners. 

Harvester  225  uses  in¬ 
terest-sensitive  dividends 
to  boost  cash  accumula¬ 
tions.  So  now.  based  on 
our  current  dividend 
scale,  you  can  have  50% 
to  90%  more  in  cash  accu¬ 
mulations  than  ever  before 

Best  of  all,  Harvester  225  has  the  same  affordable 
rates  folks  expect  from  Presbyterian  Ministers'  Fund 


Based  on  our  current  dividend 
scale  lor  a  man  age  35  Dividends 
are  not  guaranteed  tor  the  future 


Are  you  eligible  for  Harvester  225? 

We  protect  religious  leaders  and  clergy  of  all  de¬ 
nominations  .  .  their  spouses,  children  and  grand¬ 
children  .  .  church  employees . . .  theology  students  . 


and  others.  In  fact,  if  you're  reading  this  message, 
there's  a  good  chance  you  qualify 
Even  though  we're  America's  oldest  insurance  com¬ 
pany,  our  ideas  are  as  up-to-date  as  today's  most  re¬ 
warding  financial  opportunities 
So  find  out  how  much  higher  your  cash  accumula¬ 
tions  can  be  with  Harvester  225. 

Mail  the  coupon  or  call  us  .  today.  You'll  be  glad 
you  did! 

For  fastest  service,  call  toll-free  (800)  523-4810. 
(In  Pennsylvania,  call  (800)  462-4950.) 
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By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 

Two  reporters  who  cover  the  religion 
beat  for  the  public  news  media  have 
explicitly  raised  in  print  explosive 
questions  about  the  reasons  for  Dr. 
James  Armstrong’s  resignation  last  Nov¬ 
ember  from  the  presidency  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
office  of  bishop  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  questions  not  previously  raised  in 
either  secular  or  religious  press  had 
circulated  widely  as  rumor  in  Protestant 
church  circles  and  among  reporters  who 
cover  religion. 

George  Cornell,  religion  editor  for  The 
Associated  Press,  and  John  C.  Long, 
staff  writer  for  the  Louisville  Courier- 
Journal,  both  filed  stories  based  on  inter¬ 
views  with  the  59-year-old  former  bishop 
in  which  they  asked  Dr.  Armstrong  about 
the  rumors  that  his  decision  to  resign 
was  related  to  an  extramarital  involve¬ 
ment. 

Rumor  not  confirmed 

Mr.  Cornell’s  Associated  Press  story 
reported  that  when  asked  in  a  telephone 
interview  “if  another  woman  was 
involved,”  Dr.  Armstrong  replied: 
“There’s  a  sea  of  supportive  persons 
around  me.  A  number  of  persons  have 
been  of  tremendous  support.  Beyond  that 
I  can  say  nothing.  I  will  not  do  further 
harm  than  I  have  already  done.  Human 
life  is  involved  and  I’ve  got  to  protect  it.” 

Mr.  Long's  Courier- Journal  later  story 
reported,  without  disclosing  sources  for 
the  information,  that  in  Dr.  Armstrong’s 
original  resignation  statement,  never 
released  to  the  public,  he  told  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  that  he  was 
resigning  because  he  had  been  “unfaith¬ 
ful”  to  his  wife  and  family  and  that  he 
gave  no  other  reason  for  resigning  in  that 
statement. 

That  statement  was  read  to  the  bishops 
in  a  closed,  late-night  session  on  Nov.  15, 
during  the  council’s  semi-annual 
meeting  in  Burlingame,  Calif.  Dr.  Arm¬ 
strong  was  not  present  at  that  meeting. 

The  Courier- Journal  story  said: 
“Reports  have  circulated  widely  in 
recent  weeks  that  Armstrong  has  been 
involved  with  a  woman  in  an  extra¬ 
marital  affair  that  continued  even  after 
his  resignation.”  Mr.  Long  reported  that 
when  asked  about  these  rumors,  “Arm¬ 
strong  did  not  deny  them.  He  would  not 
comment  on  them  at  all.  Nor  did  he  deny 
that  he  told  the  bishops  he  had  been 
‘unfaithful.’  He  would  say  nothing  about 
that  either.” 

Mr.  Long  quoted  James  H.  Steele, 
director  of  Indiana  United  Methodist 
Communications,  as  saying  that  Dr. 
Armstrong  had  wanted  to  issue  the 
original  statement  to  the  public,  and  that 
he  was  persuaded  to  omit  any  references 


to  infidelity  by  Mr.  Steele  and  “other 
publicists  of  the  denomination  and  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches.”  They  did 
so,  Mr.  Steele  said,  because  of  pressure 
from  Dr.  Armstrong’s  family  and  a 
desire  to  prevent  damage  to  the  family, 
the  denomination,  and  the  ecumenical 
movement. 

Mr.  Long’s  personal  interview  with  Dr. 
Armstrong  in  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla.,  was 
one  of  at  least  three  that  the  former 
bishop  has  granted  in  recent  weeks. 
Richard  Ostling,  who  covers  religion  for 
Time  magazine,  told  Religious  News 
Service  that  the  first  in-person  interview 
with  Dr.  Armstrong  since  his  resignation 
was  conducted  in  January  by  Martin 
Casey,  a  reporter  in  Time’s  Miami 
bureau. 

“We  decided  not  to  do  a  story  at  that 
point,"  said  Mr.  Ostling,  who  added,  “We 
might  do  a  story  later.  ” 

Bruce  Buursma  of  the  Chicago  Tribune 
also  paid  a  visit  to  Dr.  Armstrong’s 
modest  efficiency  apartment  in  Fort 
Lauderdale  and  published  a  story  based 
on  the  interview. 

Until  Time  staffers  discovered  Dr. 
Armstrong’s  whereabouts  in  January,  it 
was  not  generally  known  that  Dr. 
Armstrong  was  living  in  Florida  and 
working  as  a  counselor  to  international 
students  at  a  Fort  Lauderdale  campus  of 
the  Broward  Community  Colleges. 

Some  pursue,  some  don’t 

The  vigorous  pursuit  of  further  details 
about  Dr.  Armstrong’s  resignation  and 
his  future  plans  by  some  religion 
reporters  of  the  public  media  and  the 
decision  by  other  reporters  not  to  pursue 
the  story  has  generated  a  lively  informal 
debate  within  the  ranks  of  religion 
writers. 

Los  Angeles  Times  religion  writer 
Russell  Chandler,  president  of  the 
Religion  Newswriters  Association, 
suggested  that  the  press’  handling  of  the 
Armstrong  resignation  pointed  to 
recurring  questions  for  the  religion 
press:  whether  “bad  news”  on  the 
religion  beat  “needs  to  be  dealt  with 
obliquely  or  ‘softened,’  ”  whether  the 
personal  conduct  of  the  clergy  is  a  public 
issue,  and  whether  there  is  a  “double 
standard”  in  how  religious  figures  are 
covered  by  the  public  press. 

Richard  Ostling  of  Time  commented, 
“The  story  has  taken  on  an  entirely  new 
tone  with  John  Long’s  piece.  The 
personal  tragedy  becomes  less  impor¬ 
tant  than  the  institutional  story  of  how  a 
superchurch  like  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  deal  with  an  embarrassing 
situation.” 

Because  Dr.  Armstrong  has  indicated 
that  he  is  considering  overtures  from  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  and  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  about  profes¬ 


sional  positions,  Mr.  Ostling  said,  “It  is 
an  ongoing  story  involving  three  denom¬ 
inations  that  are  all  within  the  council 
that  he  led.  The  question  of  how  the 
church  handled  this  mess  is  more 
important  than  the  tragedy  of  one  man.” 

In  Chicago,  editor  James  M.  Wall  of 
The  Christian  Century  and  Roy  Larson, 
religion  writer  of  the  Chicago  Sun-Times, 
refused  to  speak  on  the  record  and 
expressed  distaste  about  the  current 
direction  of  some  reporters’  inves¬ 
tigations  into  the  ^private  life  of  the 
former  bishop. 

Status  altered 

Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  editor  and 
general  manager  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter,  a  chain  of  newspapers  with 
more  than  500,000  circulation,  said,  “I 
have  questions  about  the  number  of 
rumors  that  are  leaking  into  some  re¬ 
porters’  stories.  To  my  knowledge,  they 
don’t  have  solid  first-hand  substan¬ 
tiation.  The  documentation  is  poor.  It’s 
speculative  journalism.  There  are  no 
legal  charges  and  no  church  charges. 
Where  are  the  grounds  for  public 
speculation  about  his  private  life?" 

Mr.  Dunnam,  whose  paper  has 
reported  each  new  development  in  the 
former  bishop’s  change  of  status, 
suggested  that  Dr.  Armstrong’s  “sudden 
departure  from  public  life  also  alters  his 
status  as  a  newsmaker.  He  is  facing 
enormous  personal  struggles  and 
problems.  That  ought  to  be  respected  in 
terms  of  his  being  a  private  citizen.  If  he 
resurfaces  in  a  public  way,  all  that 
changes.” 

Mr.  Dunnam  challenged  the  notion  that 
the  church  press  had  “covered  up”  facts 
about  the  Armstrong  resignation.  “Our 
failure  to  report  comments  by  unnamed 
sources  is  not  an  injustice  to  anyone 
else,”  said  Mr.  Dunnam,  "and  it  is  only 
fair  to  him  that  we  not  harass  him  with  our 
curiosity  questions.  If  that  makes  me  soft 
as  a  journalist,  I  plead  guilty.” 

In  personal  reflections  on  the  bishop’s 
resignation  published  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter  late  last  year,  Mr. 
Dunnam  wrote  that  he  had  “heard 
numerous  Armstrong  critics  say, 
‘There’s  bound  to  be  more  to  it  than  what 
has  been  reported.’  Of  course  there  is 
more  to  it!  There  is  always  more  to  any 
life-changing  decision  than  a  single, 
simple  explanation.  The  details  behind 
this  decision  were  shared  with  the 
Council  of  Bishops.  But  the  essence  of 
Jim  Armstrong’s  reason  for  resigning 
was  included  in  his  public  statement: 
overextension,  exhaustion,  a  sense  of 
failure,  guilt,  and  a  readiness  to  face  the 
painful  consequences  of  an  unknown 
future.  Why  should  any  caring  person 
feel  a  need  to  peer  more  deeply  than  that 
into  another’s  personal  tragedy?” 
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Centenary  and  Dillard 
Sponsor  ‘Cross  Roads  ’84’ 


The  Church  Vocations  Retreats  — 
Cross  Roads  '84  —  sponsored  by 
Centenary  College  and  Dillard  Univer¬ 
sity,  offers  students  an  opportunity 
to  discover  their  gifts  and  abilities  in 
relation  to  a  life  vocation  in  ministry. 

A  very  successful  workshop  was  held 
February  3-4  for  the  Alexandria  and 
Lake  Charles  Districts.  The  next  Church 
Vocations  Retreat  will  be  held  March  16- 
17  for  the  New  Orleans/Slidell  and  the 
New  Orleans/Houma  districts. 

Cost  of  the  retreat  is  $15  per  person. 
Registration  will  be  held  from  5-5:45  p.m. 
on  Friday  afternoon,  and  departure  will 
be  at  5  p.m.  on  Saturday  afternoon. 
Attendants  are  to  bring  a  Bible,  warm 
casual  clothes,  sleeping  bag,  linens  and 
toiletries.  The  Gulfside  Assembly  Center 
in  Waveland,  Mississippi  will  be  the 
location  for  the  March  16-17  retreat. 


The  workshops  are  funded  in  part  by 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  in  Nash¬ 
ville.  A  team  of  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Conference  representatives 
and  College  staff  will  plan  and  execute 
the  workshop. 

The  basic  purpose  of  these  events  is  to 
enable  and  encourage  youth  to  begin 
focusing  on  their  vocational  concerns. 
Emphasis  is  placed  on  the  enlistment  of 
youth  for  church-related  vocations. 
Helping  our  youth  to  begin  looking  at  the 
future  is  one  area  in  which  Centenary 
College  and  Dillard  University  can  be  of 
service  to  the  Church. 

To  register  for  a  retreat  or  to  obtain 
more  information,  contact  Kay  Madden, 
Director  of  Church  Relations,  Centenary 
College,  P.O.  Box  4188,  Shreveport, 
Louisiana  71104,  (318  )  869-5108  or  your 
local  United  Methodist  pastor. 


Emler  Writer  and  Presenter 
For  International  Lesson  Series 

Dr.  Donald  G.  Emler,  Associate 
Professor,  Centenary  College,  will  be  the 
presenter  for  the  next  quarter’s 
International  Lesson  Series  on  satellite. 

In  addition,  Dr.  Emler  was  the  writer  of 
the  series  for  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 

A  graduate  of  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary  and  the  University 
of  Missouri,  Kansas  City,  he  received  his 
doctorate  in  Adult  Education  at  Indiana 
University.  In  addition  to  being  an 
ordained  United  Methodist  Minister,  Dr. 

Emler  is  a  certified  Minister  of 
Education  and  a  Certified  Trainer  of 
Participation  Training  Groups  at 
Indiana  University. 

A  native  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  he  is 
married  to  Suzanne  Plummer  Emler, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  a  son, 

Matthew. 


Dr.  Donald  G.  Emler 


Magnolia  UM  Presents  Award 


Pictured  above  at  the  God  and  Service  recognition  award  at  Magnolia  United 
Methodist  are  (left  to  right) :  Rev.  T.  R.  Bergeron,  Sr.,  Pastor  of  the  Magnolia  United 
Methodist  Church ;  Mr.  William  R.  "Dick”  Eller ;  and  Mrs.  Erma  Lee  Eller. 


Persons ,  Churches 
Sc  Events 


Bishop  and  Mrs.  Paul  V.  Galloway  were  honored  with  a  reception  at 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday,  February  26.  The  event  was 
sponsored  by  the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  and  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  districts. 

*  •  # 

Mr.  Tom  Matheny,  President  of  the  Judicial  Council  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  was  the  guest  speaker  for  United  Methodist  Men  of  the  New  Orleans 
area  on  March  9,  at  the  Gretna  United  Methodist  Church.  Chuck  Brown  is 
President  of  the  Gretna  UMM,  and  Bob  Sides  was  the  Program  Chairman  for 
the  event. 

*  *  * 

A  one-day  workshop  on  “Child  Sexual  Abuse:  Integration  of  Treatment”  will 
be  held  at  the  Educational  Building  at  Baptist  Hospital,  New  Orleans.  The  guest 
lecturer  is  Dr.  Mark  F.  Schwartz,  former  Director  of  the  Masters  and  Johnson 
Child  Sexual  Abuse  Project.  There  is  no  registration  fee  for  the  event. 

*  *  * 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  of  the  Houston  Area  and  former  bishop  of  the 
Louisiana  Area,  was  the  guest  preacher  for  the  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  New  Iberia  on  January  29.  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Sr.  is  the  pastor. 

Dr.  Stanley  Menking,  Associate  Dean  of  Drew  Theological  Seminary,  will  be 
the  guest  speaker  for  the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District  Ministers’  Retreat. 
The  event  will  be  held  at  Camp  Istrouma,  March  19  and  20.  Other  participants 
will  be  Rev.  Carolyn  Brannon,  Rev.  Rusty  Holland,  Jr.,  Rev.  Clarence  Hillard 
and  District  Superintendent,  Dr.  Ken  Reed. 

*  *  * 

The  Seashore  Methodist  Assembly,  in  Biloxi,  Mississippi  has  been  renovated 
and  can  now  house  and  feed  several  hundred  persons,  A  modern  church  has 
replaced  the  old  tabernacle.  Groups  or  churches  interested  in  using  the 
facilities  should  contact  Van  Carpenter,  1950  W,  Beach  Blvd.,  Biloxi,  MS  39530 
or  call  601/432-8213. 


May  24, 
1738 


JOHN  WESLEY'S 
ALDERSGATE  EXPERIENCE 

'Bicentennial  Reflections 

After  leaving  his  missionary  work  in  America,  John  Wesley 
felt  deep  spiritual  dejection  upon  his  return  to  England.  It 
was  only  at  the  urging  of  Peter  Bohler  that  Wesley  continued 
to  preach.  Bolter's  advice  was  to  "preach  faith  until  you 
have  it,  then  because  you  have  it  you  will  preach  it."  • 
Following  this  advice,  Wesley's  ministry  was  once  again 
successful  and  on  May  24,  1738,  he  recorded  in  his  journal 
perhaps  his  most  famous  words: 

In  the  evening  I  went  very  unwillingly  to  a  society  in 
Aldersgate  Street,  where  one  was  reading  Luther's  preface 
to  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans.  About  a  quarter  before  nine, 
while  he  was  describing  the  change  which  God  works  in 
the  heart  through  faith  in  Christ,  I  felt  my  heart  strangely 
warmed.  I  felt  that  I  did  trust  in  Christ,  Christ  alone  for 
salvation,  and  an  assurance  was  given  me,  that  he  had 
taken  away  my  sins,  even  mine,  and  saved  me  from  the 
law  of  sin  and  death. 

From  Bicentennial  Calendar  of  American 
Methodism.  Copyright  1983  Abingdon  Press.  Used  by 
permission 


Jesus  Encounters  Hostility 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 
Mark  2: 15-17,  23-28  ;  3:1-6 
One  of  the  Anglican  Triads  and  one  of 
Wesley’s  Quadrilaterals  is  tradition. 
Tradition  is  one  of  our  treasures  which 
we  must  respect  and  hold  dear.  But, 
tradition  can  become  a  “god”  if  we  let  it. 

It  is  said  that  in  a  church  in  Holland  it 
was  the  custom  for  persons  going  down 
the  main  aisle  to  stop  at  a  certain  point, 
face  the  blank  left  wall  and  bow.  No  one 
knew  why.  Then,  after  many  years  of  this 
tradition  being  habitually  observed, 
some  workmen  repaired  the  damaged 
plaster  on  the  wall  and  discovered 
underneath  an  old  mural  painting  of 
Christ.  What  had  started  when  the 
painting  was  new  was  continued  even 
after  the  painting  was  hidden  and 
forgotten. 

Today’s  lesson  is  on  the  hostility  Jesus 
encountered  as  he  dealt  with  traditions  of 
long  standing.  He  ate  with  sinners  and 
publicans,  a  thing  which  the  Pharisees 
considered  unthinkable  and  degrading. 
So,  the  “scribes  of  the  Pharisees”  (i.e., 
the  elite  of  the  elite)  called  Jesus  to  task 
for  doing  such  a  thing.  These  scribes  had 
long  believed  that  one  could  be 
physically  contaminated  by  contact  with 
people  (even  Jews)  who  did  not  keep  all 
of  the  Law.  Jesus  shocked  them  by 
actually  mixing  with  “untouchables.”  He 
broke  tradition. 

Jesus  also  said  that  “the  sabbath  was 
made  for  man,  not  man  for  the  sabbath.” 
In  the  mind  of  the  scribes  of  the 
Pharisees,  this  was  heresy.  But  Jesus 
could  not  refuse  to  do  good  even  if  it  were 
the  Sabbath.  He  could  not  refuse  to  help 
people  who  needed  him  even  if  it  went 
against  tradition.  _ 

Today  we  read  about  the  Pharisees  and 
think  how  evil  they  were.  But,  actually, 
they  were  the  purest  religionists  of  the 
time.  They  were  very  good  people  —  as 
they  understood  the  term  “good.”  The 
problem  was  that,  in  maintaining  their 
own  purity,  they  isolated  themselves 
from  “lesser"  peoples,  withdrawing 
from  the  world  Th#»y  built  a  wall  around 


themselves,  excluding  all  except  “their 
own  kind.”  We  look  upon  them  as  bad 
people  who  were  hostile  to  Jesus.  But, 
are  we  any  different  today?  Are  we  any 
less  hostile  to  Jesus  when  we  are 
indifferent  to  Him  and  when  we  isolate 
ourselves  from  God’s  other  children? 
Let’s  look  at  some  possible  modern 
church  scenes. 

Scene  1:  A  team  of  Fishermen,  having 
eaten  at  the  church  and  having  received 
the  pep  talk  to  "get  out  there  and  offer  to 
others  the  church  which  means  so  much 
to  you!”,  make  their  first  stop  —  a 
newcomer  who  has  not  yet  visited  the 
church.  To  their  surprise,  the  newcomer 
is  a  man  of  another  color,  another  race. 
After  a  brief  moment  of  embarrassed 
confusion,  the  Fishermen  tell  him  of  the 
closest  church  of  “his  own  kind.” 

Scene  2:  A  transient  happens  by  on 
Sunday  morning  and  enters  the 
sanctuary.  Two  ushers  ask  if  they  can 
"help”  him  but  he  wants  to  stay  for 
worship  anyway.  Persons  sitting  nearby 
move  away  ever  so  slightly  and  look  the 
other  way.  He’s  not  of  their  kind. 

Scene  3:  Palm  Sunday  and  the  children 
gather  for  the  palm  processional. 
Traditionally,  the  entire  city  joins  in  the 
celebration,  and  it  is  “the  thing”  to  have 
one’s  child  march  in  the  Palm 
Processional,  even  if  the  child  doesn’t 
know  why  or  what  it  means.  The 
processional  begins.  Flashbulbs  pop  all 
over  the  sanctuary.  People  stand  in  the 
aisles  and  pews  to  see.  It’s  tradition,  but 
is  it  worship?  Where  is  Christ  in  the 
scene? 

Aren’t  these  fictional  scenes  evidences 
of  hostility  toward  the  faith?  Have  you 
seen  anything  like  them  in  your  church? 

Hostility  to  Jesus  is  with  us  today  no 
less  than  in  the  days  of  the  “scribes  of  the 
Pharisees,”  but  it  manifests  itself  in 
other  ways.  We  Christians  have  been 
given  a  gospel  and  have  developed  a 
church  to  propagate  it.  However,  we 
have  somehow  over-institutionalized  and 
secularized  the  church  as  we  remember 
and  revere  tradition  more  than  gospel. 
But  He  will  reign!  In  spite  of  us  and  our 
hostilities  toward  Him,  He  will  reign 
forever!  Hallelujah!  Amen! ! 


Global  Issues  In  Religious 
Education  Set  For  Scarritt 


Lake  Charles  Dislriet  Secretaries  Meet 

Maxine  Gordon  and  Bo  Rentrop  served  as  hostesses  for  the  Lake  Charles  District 
Church  and  Financial  Secretaries  group,  shown  above,  which  met  February  14  at 
University  United  Methodist  Church. 


Johnson  To  Deliver  Lenten 


TV  Lectionary  Series 

Dr.  Curtis  A.  Johnson,  the  Campus 
Pastor  at  the  University  of  Texas  at 
Austin,  will  be  the  Presenter  for  the  early 
Lenten  programs  of  the  TV  Lectionary 
series.  Dr.  Johnson  represents  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  America  and  is  the 
chairperson  of  the  Bible  Department 
Committee  on  Faculty  and  Curriculum 
at  the  University  of  Texas. 

He  pastored  the  Second  English 
Lutheran  Church  of  Richmond,  Indiana 
and  was  associate  Campus  Pastor  at 
Penn  State  before  coming  to  his  present 
position.  He  is  married  to  Joan  Evans 
Johnson,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
three  daughters. 

The  Lectionary  TV  series  is  uplinked 
from  AVN  Studios  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  each 
Tuesday  at  12:00  noon  over  Westar  V, 

Channel  15.  Dr.  Curtis  A.  Johnson 


Vol.  I  of  Wesley’s  Sermons  Available  Soon 


“The  largest  Wesley  publishing  effort 
of  the  last  60  years”  will  begin  to  unfold 
this  spring  as  the  first  volume  of  sermons 
from  the  Wesley  Works  Project  is 
released  in  April,  announced  Ronald  P. 
Patterson,  book  editor  of  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

“We  are  especially  proud  that  the 
release  of  this  first  volume  will  coincide 
with  the  200th  anniversary  of  American 
Methodism  and  the  1984  General 
Conference,”  he  said. 

The  five-volume  set  of  Wesley’s  works, 
published  by  Abingdon  Press,  will 
include  four  volumes  of  sermons  and  one 
volume  of  Wesley’s  journal.  A  volume 
will  be  released  each  year,  beginning  in 
1984.  Abingdon  Press  is  the  book 
publisher  for  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 


The  four  sermon  volumes,  part  of  “The 
Works  of  John  Wesley,”  contain  151  of 
Wesley’s  sermons.  They  are  edited  by 
Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler,  professor  emeritus 
of  theology  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity,  Dallas. 

The  first  volume,  “The  Works  of  John 
Wesley,  Vol.  I,”  will  be  released  in  April 
( 1984 ) .  The  price  is  $49.95. 

Deaths 

Mrs.  Elmena  L.  Byoune,  surviving 
spouse  of  Rev.  Vernon  S.  Byoune,  died 
February  18, 1984.  She  was  75. 

Rev.  John  B.  Shearer,  retired,  died 
February  21,  1984.  He  was  84.  Rev. 
Shearer  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Glynnie 
D.  Shearer. 


NASHVILLE,  TN  -  Scarritt  College,  a 
United  Methodist  graduate  school  for 
Christian  education  and  church  music, 
will  sponsor  a  Consultation  on  Global 
Issues  in  Religious  Education,  March  22- 
24. 

The  consultation  is  designed  for 
anyone  interested  in  discovering  ways  in 
which  the  church  can  become  involved  in 
global  issues.  The  event  is  expected  to 
draw  religious  educators,  pastors  and 
concerned  laity. 

Leading  the  workshop  will  be  Allen  J. 
Moore,  professor  of  religion  and 
personality  and  education  at  the  School 
of  Theology  at  Claremont  (California). 
To  begin  the  event,  he  will  present  a 
lecture  titled  “To  the  Ends  of  the  Earth: 
A  Pedagogy  for  a  Global  Age.” 

Moore’s  lecture  will  focus  on  the 
necessary  elements  of  teaching  "in  a 
world  without  edges  and  in  a  structure  of 
creation  in  which  the  whole  of  life  is 
related  and  interdependent,”  he  said  in 
describing  the  nature  of  his  talk.  This 
type  of  instruction  “calls  not  only  for  a 
change  of  consciousness  for  the  teacher, 
but  for  a  new  method  that  reforms  the 
basic  style  of  education .  ’  ’ 

Millie  Goodson,  associate  professor  of 


Christian  education  at  Scarritt  and 
coordinator  of  the  consultation,  said  that 
the  church  “is  called  to  be  involved  in 
issues  of  global  concern.  At  this 
consultation,  we  will  seek  to  examine  the 
issues  and  find  ways  of  educating  the 
church  in  concerns  about  racism, 
sexism,  classism  and  issues  of  peace  and 
justice  such  as  nuclear  war  and  the 
rights  of  people  in  developing  countries.” 

Purposes  of  the  workshop  are  to 
encourage  Biblical  and  theological 
reflection;  to  raise  global  consciousness; 
to  provide  an  arena  in  which  local  church 
educators  can  share  their  own 
perspectives  on  the  impact  of  global 
issues  in  their  settings;  and  to  develop 
strategies  for  local  church  involvement 
in  global  issues. 

The  workshop  begins  at  7  p.m.  on 
Thursday,  March  22,  and  concludes  at  11 
a.m.  on  Saturday,  March  24. 

Tuition  for  the  consultation  is  $50  per 
person.  Room  and  board,  both  of  which 
are  available  on  the  Scarritt  campu§,  are 
additional  costs.  For  more  information, 
contact  Ms.  Barbara  Hunter,  Christian 
Education  Secretary,  Scarritt  College, 
1008  19th  Ave.  S.,  Nashville,  TN  37203- 
4466;  615-327-2700,  ext.  535. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 
Linda  Heard, 
Editorial  Assistant 

*  *  * 

P.O.  Drawer  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  La  70821 


Paul  V.  Galloway,  Bishop 
Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
Council  Director 
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Presidential  candidates  . . . 
what  role  does  religion  play 
in  their  lives?  This  week  a 
special  Religious  News 
Service  series  continues. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Can  United  Methodists  go  beyond 
our  4pre-Aldersgate’  mindset? 


TR0UB1E  WITH  Cm 
CHURCH  1$ 

Noeopy  WA HTSTO 

PITCH  Ifi  AMP  HELP 


MARCH  9, 1984i ' 


TNEV  ALL  4TBACK 
AND  WATT  fOR 
40*£B0Di  £L6£ 
TO  CO  THE  WI0RK 


Criticism  of  “the  bureaucracy”  by 
United  Methodists  is  no  longer  unusual. 
But  a  respected  sociologist  of  religion 
suggested  recently  that  a  “bureaucratic 
mindset”  may  be  even  more  pervasive  in 
United  Methodism  than  is  generally 
assumed  (see  UMR,  March  2). 

Dr.  Earl  Brewer,  a  professor  at  Cand¬ 
ler  School  of  Theology  in  Atlanta,  told 
members  of  United  Methodism’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
that  bureaucratic  structures,  while 
necessary  in  a  large  denomination,  “lead 
inevitably  to  iron  cages  for  the  human 
spirit.” 

Instead  of  being  frustrated  by  those 
cages  and  looking  for  ways  to  break  out 
of  them,  Dr.  Brewer  said,  the  “Methodist 
bird”  appears  to  have  become  comfort¬ 
able  in  its  institutional  structures. 

The  result,  he  said,  is  a  church  more 
akin  to  its  founder,  John  Wesley,  prior  to 
rather  than  following  his  dramatic  reli¬ 
gious  experience  at  Aldersgate.  In  that 
pre- Alder sgate  condition,  the  preser¬ 
vation  and  maintenance  of  church  struc¬ 
ture  is  primary,  while  Wesley’s  post- 
Aldersgate  mindset  "focused  on  personal 
religious  experience  and  good  works  for 
the  needy  in  society.” 

If  United  Methodism’s  mindset  —  or 
“heartset”  —  today  is  largely  “pre- 
Aldersgate,”  as  Dr.  Brewer  maintains, 
why  do  church  leaders  and  members  not 
recognize  and  change  it?  Because,  Dr. 
Brewer  said,  the  same  type  of  “cage 
mentality”  has  infected  seminary  edu¬ 
cation,  annual  conference  strategy,  and 
local  church  leadership. 

Such  strong  words  are  much  easier  to 
dismiss  as  exaggerations  than  to  accept 
as  an  apt  description  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  spiritual  health  today.  We  be¬ 
lieve,  however,  that  Dr.  Brewer’s 
analysis  is  uncomfortably  on-target. 

Dr.  Brewer’s  comments  are  especially 
helpful  in  noting  that  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  “cage  mentality”  is  not  limited 
to  that  favorite  scapegoat,  “bureau¬ 
crats”  in  the  church’s  national  boards 
and  agencies.  In  a  somewhat  different 
form,  the  same  lack  of  focus  on  personal 
religious  experience,  with  the  same  con¬ 
sequent  loss  of  spiritual  creativity  and 
empowerment  can  be  observed  at  every 


level  of  United  Methodism  today. 

Although  there  are  notable  exceptions 
to  this  mindset,  the  rule  is  exemplified  by 
our  church’s  continuing  loss  of  member¬ 
ship  during  a  time  when  the  population  is 
growing  and  there  is  a  widespread  quest 
for  vital  religious  experience  among  per¬ 
sons  outside  the  church. 

The  first  Methodist  conference  in 
America  in  1784  described  its  under¬ 
standing  of  God’s  mission  for  Methodists 
as  “reforming  the  continent  and  spread¬ 
ing  Scriptural  holiness  across  the  land.” 
That  was  to  be  accomplished  by  preach¬ 
ing  a  gospel  emphasizing  the  need  for 
personal  repentance,  the  assurance  of 
God’s  grace  and  love,  and  a  consequent 
pursuit  of  personal  and  social  holiness  as 
defined  by  Scripture.  A  person’s  inward 
change  of  heart  and  mind  in  relationship 
to  God  inevitably  would  lead  to  an  out¬ 
ward  change  in  relationship  to  all  others 
in  the  world  God  sent  His  Son  to  redeem . 

How  far  removed  from  that  original 
purpose  and  task  have  we  strayed  during 
the  ensuing  200-year  history  of  our 
church?  How  much  of  a  “cage  men¬ 
tality”  do  we  find  in  either  Wesley’s  man¬ 
date  to  the  early  Methodists,  or  before 
that  in  the  mandates  of  Scriptures  — 
which  speak  of  preserving  life  by  self¬ 
giving  rather  than  self-protection? 

Institutions  usually  do  not  stray  from 
their  roots  quickly  or  intentionally.  Nor 
can  they  miraculously  be  reformed  over¬ 
night.  Reformation,  when  it  occurs, 
involves  more  and  more  individuals 
recognizing  the  need  for  reform  and  tak¬ 
ing  prescriptive  action. 

If  you  are  persuaded  that  United 
Methodism  reflects  too  much  a  “cage 
mentality”  today  and  are  looking  for 
ways  to  begin  changing  that,  we  offer  the 
following  suggestion.  When  faced  with  a 
decision  in  whatever  parts  of  the  church 
you  are  active,  test  each  proposed  action 
against  these  questions:  Is  this  proposal 
likely  to  keep  the  “Methodist  bird”  caged 
in  self-serving  institutional  maintenance, 
or  free  it  to  engage  in  self-giving  out¬ 
reach  ministry?  Is  this  proposal  likely  to 
result  in  anyone  experiencing  faith  in 
Christ,  or  becoming  more  deeply  com¬ 
mitted  to  living  life  in  Christ?  If  not,  why 
not? 


Proposed  restrictions  on  6 closed 
meetings’  could  stifle  creativity 


YOU'Xf  ffWT. 
ANY  POMT  YOU  TALk 
TO  YOU*  CCACS 
MEM&BK  ABOUT 
THAT? 


By  JACK  M.  TUELL 

George  Orwell  predicted  many  dire 
consequences  for  humanity  in  his  book 
“1984,”  but  he  did  not  envision  a  techno¬ 
logy  which  would  enable  one  person  to 
know  what  another  is  thinking.  This  is  a 
good  thing  for  thinking,  because  the  es¬ 
sence  of  thought  is  the  inner  testing  of  a 
variety  of  hypotheses,  some  outrageous, 
others  eminently  impractical,  some  val¬ 
uable.  But  it  is  in  the  inner  sifting  of  these 
ideas  that  truly  constructive  thought  oc¬ 
curs.  Invent  a  device  which  could  moni¬ 
tor  an  individual’s  thought  from  outside, 
subjecting  outrageous  thinking  to  public 
exposure,  and  the  processes  of  construc¬ 
tive  thought  would  be  effectively  crip¬ 
pled. 

If  it  is  assumed  that  groups  think,  or 
should  think,  in  an  analagous  way  to  indi¬ 
viduals  (testing  hypotheses  no  matter 
how  outrageous  etc.),  then  a  device  is  be¬ 
ing  proposed  to  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence  which  could  have  the  same  crip¬ 
pling  effect  on  constructive  thought  as 
the  Orwellian  device  mentioned  above 
would  have  on  individuals.  This  is  in  the 


form  of  a  petition  to  General  Conference 
calling  for  all  meetings  of  councils, 
boards,  etc.  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  with  specified  exceptions,  to  be 
open  to  the  media.  This  is  admittedly  a 
rather  popular  issue  appealing  to  many 
persons'  dislike  of  secret  matters,  and 
strongly  advocated  by  the  media  who 
naturally  have  an  interest  in  everything 
that  happens. 

But  groups  need  some  times  when  they 
can  truly  think  —  when  they  can  freely 
bandy  about  ideas  in  the  same  way  an  in¬ 
dividual  bandies  about  ideas  inside  his 
head.  For  instance,  once  a  quadrennium 
the  Council  of  Bishops  makes  an  episco¬ 
pal  address  to  the  General  Conference. 
Under  present  procedures,  this  is  re¬ 
viewed  in  executive  session  several 
times  before  it  is  finally  delivered  at 
General  Conference.  This  allows  for 
“thinking”  to  take  place,  as  many 
bishops  contribute  to  the  final  message, 
before  it  is  delivered  at  the  appropriate 
time  to  the  body  it  is  intended  for,  the 
General  Conference.  But  the  proposed 
legislation  would  rule  out  this  process,  as 

Here  I  Stand 


Bishop  1 

it  falls  under  none  of  the  exceptions  sug¬ 
gested. 

I  submit  that  forcing  all  such  prepara¬ 
tory  work  to  be  done  in  the  presence  of 
the  media  does  not  serve  the  best  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  church.  In  the  same  way  we 
recognize  the  need  for  the  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil  to  deliberate  and  think  through  cru¬ 
cial  issues  in  executive  session,  so  we 
must  recognize  the  need  for  other  groups 
to  do  the  same. 

My  plea  is  not  directed  against  open 
meetings  as  a  general  principle.  I  think 
that  the  “sunshine”  idea  is  a  healthy  one, 
and  that  closed  meetings  should  be  the 
exception.  But  we  should  allow  the 
groups  we  elect  and  to  whom  we  give 
great  responsibility  to  have  some  leeway 
in  deciding  when  it  is  time  to  sit  down  and 
think  things  through  in  the  privacy  of 
their  own  group  mind. 

Jack  M.  Tuell  is  bishop  of  United 
Methodism's  Los  Angeles  Area.  His  is 
one  of  several  reflective  articles  by 
church  leaders  which  will  appear  during 
the  bicentennial  year  of  American 
Methodism. 


‘Third  Alternative’:  Christians  should 
be  willing  to  share  their  affluence 


Paul  Ducker 


By  PAUL  E.  DUCKER 

Although  the  issue  of  U.  S.  Military 
action  in  various  parts  of  the  world  is 
widely  debated,  it  is  generally  agreed 
that  military  action  alone  cannot  solve 
the  real  problems  anywhere.  The  root 
cause  of  the  troubles  throughout  the 
world  is  poverty,  which  many  see  as 
stemming  from  the  uneven  distribution 
of  wealth.  Certainly  an  uneven  distribu¬ 
tion  does  exist.  The  question  is:  What  can 
be  done  about  it? 

At  the  radical  left,  the  Marxist  answer 
is  violent  revolution:  forcibly  taking 
wealth  from  rich  nations  and  individuals, 
and  redistributing  it  equally. 

At  the  radical  right,  the  extreme  capi¬ 
talist  answer  is  that  unequal  distribution 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Mission  of  the  church  not  given 
to  denominations,  but  Christians 


To  the  Editor: 

An  important  ingredient  was  left  out  of 
the  excellent,  thought-stimulating  article 
headlined  “Idea  proposed  to  give  non- 
UMs  ‘voice,  vote’  ”  in  the  Feb.  10  issue. 

The  basic  issue  is  how  Christian  unity 
can  be  manifested  through  the  mutual  in¬ 
terchange  by  “concordat  making”  Chris¬ 
tian  communions  of  representatives  in 
various  governing  bodies  and  agencies. 

The  legislation  proposed  by  the  Gener¬ 
al  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  In¬ 
terreligious  Concerns  specifically 
excludes  such  representatives  from 
other  Christian  communions  from  being 
officers  in  agencies  or  legislative  bodies. 
The  number  of  United  Methodist  repre¬ 
sentatives  to  a  General  Conference  or  an 
Annual  Conference,  for  example,  would 
not  be  affected  by  the  additional  Chris¬ 
tian  representatives. 

The  proposal  serves  as  a  reminder  of 
the  prior  claim  on  us  as  Christians, 
rather  than  as  United  Methodists.  Would 
we  enjoy  being  defined  as  “non-Roman 
Catholics,”  or  “non-Baptists?”  To  refer 
to  others  as  “non-United  Methodists”  is 
easy  shorthand,  of  course,  but  such 
usage  is  a  symbol  of  the  importance  of 
the  issue.  The  nature  of  the  Christian 
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Church  as  one  and  the  nature  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  is  not  given  to  us  as  “denomina¬ 
tions”  but  as  Christians.  The  proposal  is 
a  modest  step  toward  receiving  the  gift 
from  God  of  Christian  unity. 

Robert  W.  Huston 
New  York,  New  York 

Bible  translations  should 
be  faithful  to  original  texts 

To  the  Editor: 

Please  have  Dr.  Virginia  Mollenkott 
excuse  some  of  us  from  having  “fear  of 
change”  as  the  basis  of  our  objection  to 
the  proposed  “inclusive  language”  for 
God  (see  UMR.  Feb.  3).  I,  for  one,  have 
devoted  myself  to  the  study  of  the  Greek 
New  Testament  for  40  years,  and  my  ob¬ 
jection  is  simply  that  the  threatened 
changes  are  making  the  New  Testament 
say  in  English  what  it  clearly  does  not 
say  nor  imply  in  the  original  Greek  text. 

May  I  be  egotistical  enough  to  suggest 
that  a  Greek  scholar  might  be  more 
competent  to  speak  in  this  area  than 
either  a  professor  of  English  literature  or 
a  professor  of  Judaic  studies? 

J.  Harold  Greenlee 
Duncanville,  Texas 

Article  made  heart  ‘sing’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Every  once  and  a  while  an  article 
appears  that  makes  my  heart  sing  for 
joy.  Such  is  the  case  with  Cindy 
Luchenbill’s  “Here  I  Stand”  article 
headlined  “Laity,  same  as  clergy,  should 
claim  role  as  agents  for  Christ”  (UMR, 
Feb.  10). 

When  we,  the  church,  learn  the  truth  of 
Ms.  Luchenbill’s  wisdom,  our  declining 
membership  will  stop.  The  key  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  all  the  way 
back  to  the  societies  and  bands  of  John 
Wesley,  has  always  been  the  involve¬ 
ment  of  the  laity  in  ministry.  Ms. 
Luchenbill  has  pricked  us  to  discover 
again  that  the  “minister”  is  not  the 
church,  but  all  who  name  the  Name  of 
Jesus. 

God  bless  you,  as  you  call  all  of  us  to 
minister  for  our  Lord ! 

Richard  E.  Held 
Elkhom  City,  Kentucky 

‘Impact’  has  more 

than  one  meaning 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  gentleman 
who  took  “issue"  with  using  the  word 
“impact”  (see  UMR  “Letters,”  Feb.  10). 
If  he  had  looked  it  up  in  the  dictionary,  he 
would  have  found  that  “forceful  contact” 
and  other  descriptive  words  are  used. 
“Impaction”  and  the  word  “impacted” 
ARE  used  medically  to  mean  constipated 
(in  the  “hardest”  sense  of  the  word)  but 
again,  there  may  be  times  that  we  could 
say  the  church  is  “impacted"  or  im¬ 
movable  except  with  help. 

There  are  many  words  in  the  English 
language  that  we  misuse,  not  the  least  of 
which  is  the  word  “commitment.”  In 
marriage,  in  our  Christianity  and  in  our 
daily  living  we  have  said,  by  our  actions, 
that  it  means  "commitment  with  conven¬ 
ience.” 

Mary  Jane  Jewell 
Pontiac,  Michigan 


Report  called  accurate 

but  ‘sadly  misleading’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  with  keen  interest  the 
article  by  Sharon  Mielke  headlined  “For¬ 
mer  episcopal  leader  turns  in  his  UM 
clerical  credentials”  (UMR,  Feb.  10).  It 
is  technically  accurate.  It  is  sadly  mis¬ 
leading. 

I  have  no  plans  to  leave  the  ministry.  I 
“surrendered”  my  credentials  that  I 
might  be  in  a  position  to  respond  to  a  pos¬ 
sible  career  decision  with  another  de¬ 
nomination. 

I  have  not  forsaken  United  Methodism. 
It  has  been  my  “mother."  My  father  and 
grandfather  were  both  Methodist  clergy. 
I  will  never,  never  turn  my  back  on  40 
years  of  nurturing  love  in  this  ministry. 

I  don’t  know  what  my  future  holds.  It 
may  be  secular  or  church-related.  In  the 
meantime,  in  spite  of  my  personal 
failures,  under  God  I  will  continue  “in 
ministry.”  There  is  not  one  thing  critics 
or  supporters  can  do  about  that.  I  belong 
to  Jesus  Christ. 

James  Armstrong 
Ft.  Lauderdale,  Florida 

J.A.T.  Robinson 

comments  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  Stephen  Swecker ’s  com¬ 
ments  on  the  late  Bishop  John  A.  T. 
Robinson  (see  Reporter,  Feb.  10). 

I  agree  that  his  work  had  —  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  have  —  a  very  significant  im¬ 
pact  on  Christian  thought.  From  my 
point  of  view,  his  influence  was  all  to  the 
good. 

What  we  need  now  is  for  someone  to 
bridge  the  gap  between  “Honest  to  God” 
and  current  theological  thought. 

Robert  Cooper 
Dallas,  Texas 

Changing  sexist  words 

in  tune  with  times 

To  the  Editor : 

In  her  “Letter  to  the  Editor”  (UMR, 
Feb.  3),  Martha  Drane  spun  a  lot  of 
words  decrying  the  time  wasted  over 
word  usage  which  were  not  terribly  “con¬ 
structive”  either.  Words  are  communi¬ 
cation  tools  and  they  certainly  can  re¬ 
flect  attitudes. 

Many  of  us  are  quite  fed  up  with  the 
sexist  attitudes  that  still  prevail  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Except  for 
members  in  the  choir,  the  worship  ser¬ 
vice  in  my  church  is  still  male-domi¬ 
nated,  and  we  continue  to  give  a  “Lay¬ 
man  of  the  Year”  award.  It  is  exactly 
that  —  a  male  member  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  is  honored  with  this  recognition. 
There  is  no  equivalent  in  our  church  for  a 
female  member,  so  I  would  much  prefer 
to  have  a  “Layperson  of  the  Year” 
award  given  if  any  at  all  that  would  take 
into  consideration  both  male  and  female 
candidates  or  an  award  for  each  "gen¬ 
der.” 

Tradition,  tradition!  Not  too  “in  tune 
with  the  times!” 

Nancy  L.  Blomquist 
Worcester.  Massachusetts 


results  from  unequal  efforts;  that  no  re¬ 
distribution  would  last;  that  free  enter¬ 
prise  is  the  only  successful  system  for 
civilization;  and  that  communist  mili¬ 
tary  force  must  be  met  with  military 
force  by  capitalist  nations. 

Both  sides  are  squaring  off  for  battle, 
all  the  time  feeding  a  cancer  that  is  eat¬ 
ing  away  at  the  heart  of  civilization:  mil¬ 
itary  spending.  If  a  world  war  should  re¬ 
sult,  then  this  cancer  that  has  already 
consumed  so  much  of  our  resources 
would  destroy  most  of  what  remains. 

We  do  not  want  communism.  But 
neither  do  we  want  the  other  alternative 
of  military  confrontation.  A  “solution” 
that  gambles  with  world  destruction  and 
that  protects  dictatorial  rule  over  mil¬ 
lions,  is  no  answer.  Is  there  no  other 
way?  Can’t  we  find  a  third  alternative? 

The  poor  must  certainly  be  fed;  but 
more  than  that,  they  must  be  provided  a 
way  out  of  their  poverty.  Otherwise,  we 
are  treating  only  the  symptoms  and  not 
the  disease;  communism  will  have  fer¬ 
tile  fields  in  which  to  work,  and  revolu¬ 
tion  will  continue.  But  at  this  point  the 
solution  moves  from  the  area  of  military 
spending  to  that  of  Christian  action. 

The  church  stands  at  the  threshold  of 
its  greatest  responsibility  —  and  its 
greatest  opportunity  —  in  centuries.  It 
can  witness  to  Christ  as  the  Prince  of 
Peace  and  carry  this  witness  to  the  utter¬ 
most  parts  of  the  earth,  but  only  as  it 
recognizes  that  doing  and  being  are  more 
effective  witnessing  than  talking.  Afflu¬ 
ent  nations  who  call  themselves  Chris¬ 
tian  must  demonstrate  their  Christianity 
by  sharing  their  affluence  in  order  to  in¬ 
crease  the  productivity  of  starving  na¬ 
tions.  And  the  church  must  lead. 

Four  requirements  must  be  met,  how¬ 
ever,  before  any  such  effort  can  have  a 
chance  for  success.  Unfortunately,  they 
have  not  been  adequately  met  in  most  of 
our  “foreign  aid”  efforts. 


First  of  all,  the  intended  help  must 
reach  the  truly  needy.  It  dare  not  line  the 
pockets  of  the  already-rich,  either  in 
Third  World  countries  or  in  the  multina¬ 
tional  corporations  of  the  first  world.  It 
must  increase  the  people’s  productivity 
and  their  income.  The  profits  from  their 
productivity  must  remain  with  the  people. 

A  statement  made  last  November  in 
Newsweek  is  shocking.  Speaking  of  the 
reassertion  of  U.S.  influence  in  the  Carib¬ 
bean,  it  is  suggested  that  for  American 
companies  this  means  “a  largely  untap- 


A  fourth  requirement  is  that  the  assis¬ 
tance  must  be  given  in  the  spirit  of  bro¬ 
therhood,  and  not  with  an  attitude  of 
patronage.  Mr.  Huges,  in  the  article 
quoted  above,  writes,  “We  are  concerned 
that  our  rescue  .  .  may  have  left  us  with 
an  American  Godfather  willing  to  foot 
the  bills,  while  obliging  us  to  play  the  role 
of  Washington’s  little  boy.” 

If  the  right  kind  of  assistance  were  giv¬ 
en  to  countries  meeting  the  above  re¬ 
quirements,  the  economies  of  these  coun¬ 
tries  could  be  improved.  They  would 


The  solution  to  world  poverty  must 
move  from  military  spending  to 
Christian  action. 


ped  source  of  low-wage  manufacturing 
labor  .  .  .  willing  to  work  for  subsistence 
wages  as  low  as  20  cents  to  $1  an  hour.” 

What  this  statement  amounts  to  is  a 
suggestion  that  here  is  a  chance  to  ex¬ 
ploit  yet  another  area  of  the  Third  World. 
This  concept  can  lead  only  to  more  dis¬ 
content  and  disillusionment. 

The  second  requirement  is  the  willing¬ 
ness  of  the  leaders  of  recipient  countries 
to  permit  such  aid.  A  dictatorial  govern¬ 
ment  which  for  any  reason  finds  it  advan¬ 
tageous  to  keep  its  people  poor  and/or 
uneducated  seals  that  country  off  from 
any  effective  assistance. 

A  third  requirement  is  that  the  request 
for  assistance  must  come  from  —  and  the 
nature  of  the  assistance  must  be  ap¬ 
proved  by  —  the  recipient  people.  We 
cannot  force  our  way  of  life  down  the 
throats  of  another  people.  Alister 
Hughes,  editor  of  the  Grenada  Newslet¬ 
ter  wrote  in  the  November  14  issue  of 
Time,  “The  ( the  Grenadians)  do  not  want 
a  community  shorn  of  its  traditions  and 
hankering  after  the  American  way  of  life.” 


cease  to  be  easy  targets  for  communism, 
but  rather  would  become  showcases  of 
democracy.  Moreover,  the  spark  of  hope 
in  those  people  could  become  a  flame 
that  could  spread  far  beyond  their  bor¬ 
ders  ;  and  it  could  be  done  for  a  tiny  frac¬ 
tion  of  what  we  are  spending  for  military 
defense. 

Here  then  is  the  Third  Alternative  We 
of  the  “Christian”  first. world,  who  qj-p  50 
much  the  target  of  the  second  and  third 
worlds,  must  recognize  that  our  afflu¬ 
ence  carries  with  it  an  indebtedness  to 
the  world’s  power.  Consequently,  we  must 
be  willing  to  share  a  bit  of  affluence 
to  build  up  productivity  in  areas  of  pover¬ 
ty.  The  likely  results  will  be  a  gradual 
improving  of  the  distribution  problem,  a 
lessening  of  world  tensions,  and  a  greater 
chance  for  peace  efforts  to  succeed. 

The  Third  Alternative  may  also  be 
called  the  Christian  alternative.  It  may 
cost  us  some  time,  some  effort,  and  yes, 
some  money.  But  for  world  peace,  isn’t  it 
worth  it?  And  could  we  not  hear  Jesus  re¬ 
sponding,  "...  you  did  it  unto  me?” 


Obey  church  law:  pay  apportionments 


By  NEAL  D.  CANNON 

A  United  Methodist  Conference  Jour¬ 
nal  provides  much  interesting  material, 
not  the  least  of  which  are  the  statistical 
tables.  These  tables  give  us  information 
which  reflects  the  interests  of  each  in¬ 
dividual  church.  In  the  financial  columns 
we  can  see  where  churches  place  the 
main  emphasis  —  either  on  local  support 
or  the  outreach  of  the  church  in  missions. 

The  columns  on  World  Service  and 
Conference  Benevolences  (amounts 
apportioned  and  amounts  paid)  and  the 
columns  on  local  support  are  very 
interesting.  By  studying  these  columns 
we  can  form  some  impressions  about 
what  the  church  believes  is  most  impor¬ 
tant. 

For  many  years  the  Texas  Annual 
Conference,  of  which  I  am  a  retired 
member,  reported  that  its  World  Service 
apportionment  was  paid  100  percent. 
That  did  not  mean  that  every  church  paid 
its  apportionment  in  full.  But  when  the 
treasurer’s  report  was  given  and  showed 
a  deficit  on  the  amount  apportioned 


Why  Cent 


BY  M.  W.  MURCHISON 

Lord,  with  nuclear  bombs,  tier  on  tier, 
And  earth-shaking  armed  forces, 

Let  us  not  observe  Lent  this  year, 

Then,  for  these  spend  our  resources. 

And  with  innocent  hundreds  dead 
From  our  guns  in  El  Salvador, 

Let  us  refuse  the  wine  and  bread 
To  supply  her  with  even  more. 

And  with  our  own  much  needing  care  — 
Our  millions  without  labor, 

Let  us  repeat  no  lenten  prayer, 

Unless  we  help  our  neighbor. 

Yet,  with  earth’s  wealth  in  our  gaze 
cast, 

By  spirits  scarred  through  and  through, 
Lord,  let  us  keep  no  lenten  fast 
Without  becoming  more  like  you. 


then  a  motion  was  made  that  the  amount 
of  the  deficit  be  paid  out  of  the  con¬ 
ference’s  surplus  money.  This  was  in¬ 
variably  acted  upon  favorably. 

During  the  last  few  years  my  con¬ 
ference  has  not  been  able  to  report  that 
World  Service  Apportionment  was  paid 
in  full.  Although  the  great  majority  of 
churches  in  the  conference  paid  their 
apportionment  in  full,  a  small  number  of 
churches  paid  nothing  or  only  a  small 
amount.  These  few  churches  (about  130 
out  of  700)  caused  a  deficit  on  World  Ser¬ 
vice  in  1982  of  $144,862. 

We  should  remember  that  World  Ser¬ 
vice  supports  some  9000  programs  and 
projects  around  the  globe. 

I  understand  that  World  Service  was 
discussed  at  the  last  General  Con¬ 
ference  and  a  motion  was  offered  to  per¬ 
mit  designated  or  substitute  giving.  This 
motion  was  soundly  defeated.  Then  the 
motion  affirming  World  Service  was 
made  and  passed.  It  was  also  understood 
that  Advance  Specials  were  to  be  over 
and  above  World  Service  apportion¬ 
ment.  Thus,  churches  could  not  make  de¬ 
cisions  to  support  something  else  in  place 
of  World  Service. 

If  this  is  the  LAW  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  made  by  the  General 
Conference  which  is  its  governing  body, 
then  no  church  or  individual  should 
attempt  to  replace  World  Service  with 
something  else. 

One  might  say:  “But  I  don’t  like  some 
items  in  World  Service.”  This  might  well 
be.  I  doubt  if  any  individual  is  going  to 
approve  of  every  single  item  in  World 
Service.  And  I  can  well  imagine  that  not 
every  delegate  in  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  who  voted  for  the  main  motion 
approved  every  item  but  the  majority 
voted  for  the  whole  rather  than  to  defeat 
it.  This  then  became  the  LAW  of  the 
church. 

Do  we  still  believe  in  MAJORITY 
RULE?  If  we  do,  can  we  say  that  we  will 
support  what  we  want  to  do  and  reject 
that  which  we  do  not  want?  Is  any 
individual  more  important  than  the 
majority  which  made  the  law? 

I  hope  the  day  will  soon  come  when 
every  church  and  annual  conference  will 


once  again  support  World  Service  in  full. 
As  loyal  and  faithful  United  Methodists, 
let  us  obey  the  law  of  the  church  and  do 
all  in  our  power  to  support  the  action  of 
the  General  Conference. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contri¬ 
butors  are  Paul  E.  Ducker,  a  member  of 
St.  Mark's  UMC  in  Murfreesboro,  Ten¬ 
nessee  (Tennessee  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence),  and  the  Rev.  Neal  D.  Cannon  a 
retired  member  of  the  Texas  Annual 
Conference  who  now  resides  in  Nacog¬ 
doches,  Texas. 


HOLY  LAND /OBERAMMERG AU 

June  1  —  16  Days 

LONDON/WESLEY  HERITAGE 

November  17  —  8  Days 
Contact 

Rev.  Gaither  Day 
P.  O.  Box  308 

Sulphur  Springs,  Texas  75482 
Phone  214/885-2185 
TEXAS  WATS  -  1  -800-442- 1115 


African  Palms 


If  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  income 
averages  $55  per  year  to  buy  the  bare 
necessities  of  life  and  to  help  fill 
agricultural,  educational, 
vocational  and  health  needs.  All 
work  done  in  this  country  is 
volunteered.  Orders  are 
acknowledged  and  must  be 
received  by  March  1 5  to  assure 
delivery  by  Polm  Sunday.  Rates 
based  on  $6.00  per  100;  $3.00  per  50,  in 
multiples  of  50.  Only  individual-sized 
palm  crosses  ore  available.  Inquiries 
invited.  Include  your  street  oddress 
for  United  Parcel  Service  delivery. 
AFRICAN  PALMS.  P.O.  Box  575, 
Olney.  MD  20832. 
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‘Alive’  Chilean 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  decade-old  iron  rule  of  Chile’s 
military  is  loosening  slightly.  And  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Chile  has  seized  the 
opportunity  to  advocate,  for  the  first 
time,  bold  democratic  and  humanitarian 
reforms. 

The  annual  conference  there  in  Jan¬ 
uary  approved  a  “declaration  to  the 
people  of  Chile"  advocating  an  “open 
democracy.” 

Concurrently,  the  church  is  exper¬ 
iencing  a  virtually  unprecedented  burst 
of  membership  growth. 

These  developments  were  reported  by 
Mary  Sue  Lowery  while  on  a  brief  visit  to 
the  United  States  during  February.  She 
and  her  husband  are  missionaries  in 
Chile  under  appointment  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  New  York. 

Membership  growing 

Dr.  Lowery,  a  medical  doctor,  said 
she’s  never  seen  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Chile  so  exciting  “since  we  went  to  Chile 
in  1955.  The  annual  conference  in  Jan¬ 
uary  was  the  best  I’ve  been  to  ...  a  good 
spirit  of  cooperation.” 

The  church  added  some  500  new  mem¬ 
bers  last  year,  bringing  the  total  to 
around  7,000. 

And  it  added  about  1,000  “trial  mem¬ 
bers”  who  must  show  over  a  six-month 
period  that  they  intend  to  be  faithful 
members  in  their  presence,  financial 
offerings  and  leadership. 

In  addition,  the  church  ordained  17 
more  seminary-educated  ministers,  Dr. 
Lowery  said.  ‘  The  church  is  alive !  ’  ’ 

Begun  by  U.S.  missionaries  in  1878,  the 
church  has  been  autonomous  from  the 
U.S.  church  for  14  years.  It  appeared  to 
have  hit  its  peak  size  years  before,  Dr. 
Lowery  told  the  Reporter. 

The  recent  membership  and  evan¬ 
gelism  success  is  due  to  dedicated,  hard¬ 
working  laypersons  sharing  the  Gospel 


Fast-growing 
church  challenges 
military  rule. 

with  individuals,  said  Cristina  Gutierrez, 
daughter  of  Chilean  Methodism’s  one 
bishop,  the  Rev.  Isaias  Gutierrez.  Dr. 
Lowery  had  helped  arrange  a  one-month 
study  tour  for  Ms.  Gutierrez  to  observe 
Alabama  and  Texas  facilities  for  mul¬ 
tiple-handicapped  children.  A  teacher  of 
blind  persons,  Ms.  Gutierrez  hopes  to 
work  with  the  Methodist  Church  to  estab¬ 
lish  the  first  such  facility  in  Chile. 

Politics  new  arena 

Although  the  Chilean  Methodist 
Church  always  has  been  intensely  in¬ 
volved  in  such  social  ministries  as  health 
and  education,  the  annual  conference  in 
January  was  the  first  to  speak  publicly 
on  broad  political  matters,  Dr.  Lowery 
said. 

Because  the  military  crushed  nearly 
all  democratic  processes  in  1973  —  with 
U.S.  aid,  it  is  often  charged  —  almost  no 
organization  has  dared  since  then  to  be 
critical  of  the  government  in  fear  of 
reprisal  and  even  torture. 

Dr.  Lowery  explained  that  Chileans 
last  fall  began  to  dare  to  protest  as  the 
economy  deteriorated  rapidly.  Ms. 
Gutierrez  added  that  many  Christians 
were  emboldened  after  watching  the 
movie  “Gandhi”  and  being  inspired  by 
the  effectiveness  of  non-violent 
resistance.  The  government  has  allowed 
some  of  the  dissent  to  occur  unopposed. 

The  Methodists  were  the  first  Protes¬ 
tant  group  to  challenge  the  government 
with  a  declaration,  Dr.  Lowery  said.  The 
Episcopal  Church  followed  with  a  similar 
statement. 

The  annual  conference  action  was 
particularly  impressive  because  the 
representatives  from  each  church  in  the 
denomination  included  many  “charis- 


democracy 


UM  medical  missionary  Mary  Sue 
Church  of  Chile.  Visiting  in  the  U.S. 
bishop,  the  Rev.  Isaias  Gutierrez, 
restraint,  she  said. 

Dr.  Lowery  said  she  is  especially 
pleased  that  while  the  church  has  ven¬ 
tured  into  the  political  arena,  it  is  main¬ 
taining  a  strong  sense  of  the  importance 
of  spirituality,  as  evidenced  by  its  evan¬ 
gelism  success. 

Spirituality  reaffirmed 

“If  the  church  is  out  there  trying  to 
change  political  systems  and  isn’t  out 
there  talking  to  people  about  the  grace  of 
God,  we’re  not  the  church,”  the  mission¬ 
ary  said. 


Lowery  (right)  says  she  never  has  seen  so  much  excitement  in  the  Methodist 
with  her  recently  was  Cristina  Gutierrez,  daughter  of  Chilean  Methodism’s 
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One  of  the  quickest  things  that  can  hap¬ 
pen  to  missionaries,  she  said,  is  “to  get 
caught  up  in  ministry,  especially  social 
efforts,  and  neglect  their  spiritual  life." 

She  said  when  she  returned  to  Chile  in 
1975,  after  a  furlough  in  the  United  States 
and  the  coup  in  Chile,  she  found  her 
spiritual  life  was  not  strong  enough.  Only 
through  a  disciplined  schedule  of  study 
and  prayer  did  she  “build  my  spiritual 
reservoir  back  up.  ” 

It’s  awfully  easy  for  church  leaders  to 
think,  “This  is  my  work  or  this  is  Method¬ 
ist  work,”  Dr.  Lowery  said.  “It’s  not.  It’s 


God’s  work.”  And  the  Methodists  in  the 
pews  of  Chile  and  the  United  States  often 
understand  that  better  than  anybody 
else,  she  said. 

Dr.  Lowery  said  the  Chilean  Methodist 
Church  currently  is  served  by  nine  mis¬ 
sionaries  from  the  U.S.,  two  from  the 
UMC’s  European  missionary  agency, 
two  from  Australia  and  two  from 
Canada. 

Ms.  Gutierrez  said  she  foresees  no  end 
to  the  Chilean  Church’s  need  for  mission¬ 
aries  who  “truly  try  to  understand  our 
situation.” 


Methodists  press 

matics  and  conservatives”  who  don’t 
think  the  church  should  be  involved  in 
politics,  Ms.  Gutierrez  said.  But  the  con¬ 
ference  voted  unanimously  for  the  two- 
and-a-half-page  declaration  “to  the 
people  of  Chile,”  she  said. 

A  sign  of  the  Methodists'  boldness  was 
their  paying  to  print  the  entire  declar¬ 
ation  in  the  nation’s  largest-circulation 
newspaper.  There  was  no  chance  for  the 
government  to  be  unaware  of  the 
church’s  stance. 

The  declaration  calls  for  “an  open 
democracy  and  an  active  participation  of 
all  citizens  in  determining  the  destiny  of 
the  country.”  That  may  not  sound 
radical  to  U.S.  citizens,  but  it  is  in  a 
nation  where  all  public  officials,  as  well 
as  professors,  are  appointed  by  the  mili¬ 
tary,  Dr.  Lowery  said.  The  declaration 
also  states : 

•  Work  is  a  “divine  mandate  for  all 
humanity  (Genesis  1:28)  ...  We  advo¬ 
cate  for  an  economic  system  which  will 
guarantee  the  right  to  work  ...” 

•  “We  reject  all  forms  of  violence  .  .  . 
regardless  of  their  motives  and  the 
sector  of  society  from  which  it  comes.” 

Because  human  beings  are  the  temple 
within  which  “the  Spirit  of  God  dwells  (I 
Corinthians  3:16),  mistreatment, 
torture,  terrorist  activity  of  any  kind  vio¬ 
late  the  human  individual  and  society  in 
general.” 

Ms.  Gutierrez  said  it  has  commonly 
been  assumed  that  the  Protestant 
churches  supported  the  government  be¬ 
cause  all  of  them  have  remained  silent 
the  last  decade  while  Catholic  leaders 
have  criticized  the  military  rule.  That 
has  happened  in  part  because  all  Protes¬ 
tant  denominations  must  be  incorporated 
by  the  government  which  gives  the 
government  the  ability  to  revoke  incor¬ 
poration  and  take  property  if  a  Protes¬ 
tant  denomination  is  deemed  a  threat  to 
the  state,  she  said.  The  Catholic  Church, 
with  much  more  size  and  historic  inde¬ 
pendence,  has  not  been  under  the  same 
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IRD  backer  aided  church  agency 

UM  Board  of  Church  and  Society  got  $1  million  in  1970s 


Compiled  From  News  Releases 

WASHINGTON  -  The  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy  (IRD)  — 
sharply  criticized  last  month  by  United 
Methodism’s  social  action  agency  for 
receiving  funds  from  the  Sarah  Scaife 
Foundation  —  revealed  last  week  that 
the  UM  agency  itself  received  more  than 
$1  million  of  Scaife  funds  during  the 
1970s. 

The  IRD  released  the  information  as 
part  of  its  rebuttal  to  a  controversial 
report  about  the  IRD  by  some  members 
of  the  UMC’B'  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  which  was  “accepted”  by  the 
full  board. 

A  United  Methodist  on  the  IRD  staff, 
Diane  Knippers,  said  the  information 
that  Church  and  Society  also  has  re¬ 
ceived  Scaife  foundation  grants  “demon¬ 
strates  again  that  the  charges  against 
IRD  (in  the  board’s  report)  are  ground¬ 
less  attacks  on  the  integrity  of  fellow 
Christians.”  She  called  for  a  “prompt 
renunciation  of  the  report  and  its  absurd 
and  hypocritical  charges.” 

The  Church  and  Society  report  said 
members  were  “extremely  troubled  that 
an  organization  (IRD)  which  seeks  to  en¬ 
ter  into  an  open  battle  of  ideas  with  our 
denomination,  and  our  agency,  re¬ 
ceives  major  funding  from  foundations 
which  are  not  open  to  public  scrutiny. 

(The  Sarah  Scaife  Foundation  of 


western  Pennsylvania  was  the  largest 
single  contributor  to  the  IRD  beween  De¬ 
cember,  1980,  and  Jan.  15,  1983.  Scaife 
money  accounted  for  $300,000  of  IRD’s 
$533,002  income  during  that  period,  the 
Institute  said.) 

The  Church  and  Society  report  stated: 
“We  find  the  attempt  of  the  Institute  to 
pretend  to  represent  a  position  of  open¬ 
ness  within  our  denomination,  while 
funded  by  those  very  private  sources,  to 
be  counter  to  democratic  political  ideals 
and  to  subvert  the  open  process  of  the 
General  Conference.” 

But  Church  and  Society  itself  received 
14  grants  from  the  Scaife  family  trust 
between  1970  and  1976  for  programs  to 
educate  the  public  on  population  issues. 

Church  officials  “never  asked  a  single 
question”  at  the  time  about  the  source  of 
the  funds  or  the  makeup  of  the  family 
trust,  Richard  Larry,  a  representative  of 
the  Scaife  trust,  was  quoted  in  the  Feb.  29 
announcement  by  IRD  as  saying. 

This  was  confirmed  to  United  Metho¬ 
dist  News  Service  by  the  Rev.  Rodney 
Shaw  of  Washington,  formerly  a  staff 
executive  with  the  social  action  agency. 

None  of  the  present  executives  of 
Church  and  Society,  or  board  members, 
were  connected  with  the  agency  when  the 
Scaife  grants  were  received. 

The  Church  and  Society  report  also  had 
raised  questions  about  IRD  accepting 


WHAT  IS  YOUR 
CHURCH  DOING 
TO  FEED  THE 
HUNGRY? 

Respond  with  Love  £  Hope 
through 


For  44  years  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  has  been  in 
ministry.  UMCOR  shares  God's  love  and  hope  through  programs  to 
combat  hunger  .  .  .  food  for  famine  and  flood  victims,  water  resource 
management,  reforestation,  agricultural  training,  fish  farming,  health 
care  and  integrated  community  development. 
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Scaife  money  since  “Scaife  connected 
groups”  have  been  shown  to  have 
“promoted  interests  of  the  government 
of  South  Africa.” 

The  IRD  said  Church  and  Society’s 
cited  sources  for  that  statement  make  no 
such  claim.  The  IRD  has  asked  that 
church  officials  cease  trying  to  connect  it 
with  South  Africa  which  has  an  apartheid 
system  of  government  the  IRD  has 
labelled  as  being  at  odds  with  democratic 
and  Christian  principles. 

Asked  if  it  did  not  seem  odd  that  the 
Scaife  interests,  known  today  as  a  major 
financial  supporter  of  conservative 
causes,  would  put  money  into  programs 


cenering  on  a  woman’s  right  to  control 
her  fertility,  Mr.  Shaw  said  that  in  the 
early  1970s  some  members  of  the  family 
had  a  “really  fundamental  concern”  in 
those  issues. 

The  Church  and  Society  report  quickly 
became  the  object  of  controversy  when  it 
was  introduced  at  the  Feb.  16-19  Church 
and  Society  meeting. 

One  member,  James  M.  Dolliver  of 
Olympia,  Wash.,  said  it  questionTed  “the 
integrity  of  an  organization  rather  than 
fighting  it  on  its  merits.  The  principles 
that  apply  to  those  we  love  should  apply 
also  to  those  with  whom  we  disagree.  ’  ’ 
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Bishop  hit  hard  by  fire 


OKLAHOMA  CITY  (UMNS)  —  City 
fire  marshals  here  still  are  searching  for 
the  persons  or  persons  believed  to  have 
set  the  fire  which  destroyed  the  home 
and  possessions  of  Bishop  John  Wesley 
Hardt  and  his  wife,  Martha,  on  Feb.  26 

The  Hardts  barely  escaped  injury 
about  2:30  a.m.  after  Mrs.  Hardt  was 
awakened  by  the  crackle-sputter  of  burn¬ 
ing  wood.  From  her  bedroom  window, 
she  spotted  flames  lapping  around  the 
fence  near  the  condominium  next  door. 

Mrs.  Hardt  wakened  her  husband  who 
called  the  fire  department.  She  ran  to 
warn  her  neighbors.  As  they  ran  from 
their  home  an  explosion  blew  in  a  glass 
door.  Although  smoke  and  flames  quick¬ 


ly  filled  their  condominum,  the  Hardts 
were  not  injured. 

All  of  their  possessions,  including  two 
automobiles,  were  lost. 

Capt.  Dan  Van  Zant  of  the  city  Fire 
marshal’s  office  said  his  initial  investiga¬ 
tion  indicates  “a  set  fire,"  although  the 
Hardts  are  not  believed  to  be  the  target. 
The  Rev.  Boyce  Bowden,  communications 
director  for  the  Oklahoma  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  said  the  upper  middle  class  neigh¬ 
borhood  in  northwest  Oklahoma  City  has 
had  “one  or  two  suspected  arson  fires” 
during  the  past  year. 

Mr.  Bowdon  said  the  couple  will  live  in 
an  apartment  until  their  home  is  rebuilt. 
They  were  fully  insured,  he  added. 


Banners  celebrate  creation 

BEMIDJI.  Minn.  —  Two  creation  banners,  crafted  in  yarn  and  applique, 
hang  on  the  chancel  wall  of  Bemidji  UMC.  Marion  Janikowski.  a  Bemidji 
artist  and  member  of  the  church,  designed  the  banners. 

Women  of  the  church,  working  three  mornings  a  week  for  two  years, 
handstitched  the  design,  working  from  two  small  watercolor  drawings. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  B.  H.  Thomas  Payne,  has  described  one  banner  as 
‘‘alive  with  a  restless,  wild  surge  of  creative  life,”  and  the  other  as 
breathing  “a  radiant  stillness.”  Minnesota  conference  umr  edition  photos 


‘Understated’  faith  marks  Sen.  Glenn’s  history 


senator  also  attends  Little  Falls  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  Arlington,  Va.,  and  has 
inactive  membership  in  Webster  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  Clear  Lake,  Texas,  a 
congregation  near  Houston,  which  he 
joined  while  working  in  the  space  pro¬ 
gram. 


“My  religion  is  not  one  of  the  fire 
engine  type  —  not  one  to  be  called  on  in 
an  emergency  and  then  put  God  back  into 
the  woodwork,”  he  said  when  he  ad¬ 
dressed  the  Senate’s  space  committee  in 
1962.  “I  am  trying  to  live  as  best  I  can," 
he  added.  “My  peace  has  been  made  with 


By  CHARLES  AUSTIN 
Religious  News  Service 

Despite  his  valid  title  as  a  war  hero  and 
the  drama  of  being  the  first  American  to 
orbit  the  earth,  John  Glenn’s  image  is  not 
that  of  the  flashy  celebrity  who  strews 
his  accomplishments  like  rose  petals 
along  the  campaign  trail. 

Consequently,  a  rather  understated 
Presbyterianism  seems  the  natural  faith 
for  the  62-year-old  senator  from  Ohio, 
trying  hard  to  become  the  Democrats’ 
presidential  nominee. 

Addressing  crowds  he  stresses  “family 
values  and  pride  in  protecting  our  coun¬ 
try,"  and  listeners  know  he’s  talking 
about  good  Christian  homes  and  God- 
bless-America  patriotism,  even  though 
he  doesn’t  often  use  religious  words. 

Sen.  Glenn  is  a  quiet,  rather  lackluster 
speaker,  a  fact  which  some  believe 
hinders  his  campaign  in  a  decade  when 
media  pizazz  can  influence  the  outcome 
of  an  election. 

He  tells  interviewers  that  the  chief  in¬ 
fluences  in  his  life  are  his  years  in  the 
military,  the  early  days  of  the  space  pro¬ 
gram  when  he  was  one  of  the  nation’s 
first  astronauts,  and  his  wife,  also  an 
Ohio-born  Presbyterian. 

In  Washington,  Mr.  Glenn  occasionally 
ly  attends  the  historic  National  Presbyte¬ 
rian  Church  —  sometimes  called  “the 
Church  of  the  Presidents,”  because  a 
number  of  occupants  of  the  White  House, 
including  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Lyndon 
Johnson,  have  worshipped  there. 

A  Glenn  campaign  aide  said  the 
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People  in  the  News 

Retired  professor  is  still  writing  plays 


T 


Lewis  Wells,  71,  of  Dover,  Del.,  has  a 
penchant  for  religious,  historical  playwrit¬ 
ing.  He  has  written,  produced  and  directed 
25  such  dramas  over  the  past  20  years. 

After  36  years  at  Wesley  College  in 
Dover  as  professor  of  English  and  dra¬ 
matic  arts,  he  retired  from  the  United 


Lewis  Wells 


Methodist-related  institution  in  1982  and 
received  the  college’s  highest  honor,  the 
Wesley  Award  for  service  to  humanity. 

But  retirement  has  not  slowed  his  play¬ 
writing  zeal.  His  current  dramatic 
presentation  depicts  the  founding  of 
Barratt’s  Chapel  in  Frederica,  Del., 
where  Bishops  Francis  Asbury  and 
Thomas  Coke  met  to  plan  the  Christmas 
conference  of  1784.  It  is  entitled  “The 
Valiant  Men  Walk  Unafraid.” 

In  1983  he  completed  “The  Road  Taken," 
which  was  commissioned  by  the  Peninsula 
Annual  Conference  in  observance  of 
Methodism’s  bicentennial  celebration. 

Behind  him  is  a  “prolific”  play -writing 
history.  In  addition  to  writing  plays  for 
Wesley  College’s  75th  and  100th  anniver¬ 
saries,  Mr.  Wells  presented  an  original 
production  in  1965  that  keynoted  the 
merging  of  the  Delaware  (black)  and 
Peninsula  (white)  conferences,  entitled 
“We  Are  One.” 

Mr.  Wells  is  an  active  member  of 
Wesley  UMC  in  Dover.  He  has  served  the 
church  as  a  lay  preacher,  Christian 
education  teacher  and  choir  member.  He 
also  highlighted  the  church’s  200th 
anniversary,  naturally,  by  writing  the 
dramatization  ‘ ‘Unto  This  Generation .  ’  ’ 

-  SHERON  L.  COVINGTONj 


my  Maker  for  a  number  of  years.” 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Muskingum  College, 
a  Presbyterian  school,  in  his  hometown 
of  New  Concord,  Ohio,  and  a  scholarship 
fund  is  established  there  in  his  honor. 

On  a  number  of  issues  concerning  the 
nation’s  religious  community.  Sen.  Glenn 
hews  closely  to  the  Democrats’  party 
line.  He  supports  the  1979  Supreme  Court 
decision  on  abortion  and  says  a  woman’s 
decision  whether  to  have  an  abortion 
should  be  made  in  consultation  with  her 
husband  and  her  religious  advisor. 

“Difficult  constitutional  questions” 
are  raised  when  legislation  regarding 
prayer  in  public  schools  is  drafted,  the 
senator  says.  Sen.  Glenn  has  said  he  will 
continue  to  oppose  school  prayer  legisla¬ 
tion  until  the  Supreme  Court  clearly  re¬ 
solves  remaining  constitutional  issues. 

Tuition  tax  credits  for  parents  of  pri¬ 
vate  school  students  would  be  a  “retreat 
from  our  commitment  to  a  system  of 
free,  universal  education,”  he  wrote  in  a 
position  paper.  Sen.  Glenn  believes  tax 
credits  would  give  private  schools  an  un¬ 
fair  advantage  over  public  schools. 

Mr.  Reagan  declines 
UMC.’s  invitation 

BALTIMORE  (UMNS)  -  Word  has 
been  received  from  the  White  House  that 
President  Reagan  will  not  address  the 
1984  United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz  of 
Washington  said  here  Feb.  27. 

Bishop  Wertz  told  the  denomination’s 
Bicentennial  committee  executive  body 
that  unspecified  schedule  conflicts  had 
been  cited  as  the  reason  for  declining  the 
invitation.  Mr.  Reagan  had  been  invited 
to  address  the  church’s  top  law-making 
assembly  in  recognition  of  the  200th 
anniverary  of  the  beginning  of  organized 
Methodism  in  the  United  States. 
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Emphasis  on  teen  spiritual  life  called  for 


MADISON,  Tenn.  —  Mrs.  Thelma  Anderson,  director  of  the  Malof  Adult 
Day  Care  Center  at  City  Road  Chapel  UMC  here,  watches  as  a  new  friend 
finishes  a  quilt.  Tennessee  conference  umr  photo 

Adult  care  center  had 
unlikely  benefactor 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 
and 

ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
is  proposing  legislation  to  the  1984 
General  Conference  that  will  renew 
emphasis  on  the  spiritual  life  of  teen¬ 
agers.  The  board  is  advocating  this 
through  legislation  entitled  "Compre¬ 
hensive  Youth  Ministry.” 

The  Rev.  Leo  Rippy,  director  of 
development  of  youth  ministries  said, 
"If  approved,  this  legislation  would 
establish  youth  ministry  program¬ 
ming  at  all  levels  of  the  church.  There 
is  a  feeling  that  the  church  is  not 
accomplishing  what  it  should  with 
youth.  In  response,  our  board’s  gener¬ 
al  secretary,  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl- 
Jones,  is  making  youth  a  priority  and 
has  pledged  financial  support  for 
youth  ministries.” 

Bonding  to  God  urged 

Major  components  of  the  proposal 
are  the  production  of  relevant  church 
school  materials,  guidebooks  for 
starting  youth  ministry  programs  in 
local  churches,  leadership  training, 
and  national  communication  through 
workshops  and  special  mailings. 

Dr.  Rippy  explained,  “The  Sunday 
school  is  the  place  where  youth  should 
be  taught  Bible  stories  and  grow  in 
bonding  relationships  with  God. 
Young  people  need  to  begin  to  think  of 
themselves  as  faithful  Christians. 
They  should  be  able  to  use  faith  lan¬ 
guage,  such  as  grace,  sin  and  forgive¬ 
ness  to  talk  about  their  daily  lives. 
The  United  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  (UMYF)  evening  meeting  is  the 
key  area  where  youth  can  learn  to 
apply  faith  language  and  Bible  stories 
as  resources  for  living.” 

There  is  no  known  opposition  to  this 
legislation.  However,  a  second  pro¬ 
posal  from  the  board  that  also 
involves  youth  is  heavily  debated.  Yet 
this  proposal  involves  for  the  most 


part,  an  in-house  “family  squabble.” 

The  problem  stems  from  the  "par¬ 
ent-child”  relationship  between  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  and  the 
eight-year-old  National  Youth  Minis¬ 
try  Organization  (NYMO). 

The  "parent”  board  wants  to 
tighten  its  connection  with  youth 
ministries,  while  the  "child,”  NYMO, 
wants  to  retain  its  present 
relationship  with  the  board  — 
accountable  to  the  board  yet  auton¬ 
omous  from  it.  At  present  both 
NYMO’s  steering  committee  and  its 
biennial  national  convocation  are  free 
to  take  their  own  actions  and  are 
required  to  communicate  those 
actions  to  the  board  for  the  board’s 
information  and  response. 

The  Discipleship  board  says  its 
legislation  is  needed  so  that  the 
national  youth  organization  can  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  general  church  planning  and 
administration.  The  board  claims  this 
is  based  on  an  understanding  of  youth 
as  full  lay  members  of  the  church. 

Organization  change  contested 

Closer  ties  with  NYMO  would  give 
the  Discipleship  board  control  of 
NYMO’s  staff  selection,  its  budget 
and  steering  committee.  Also  the 
board  would  like  to  change  NYMO’s 
biennial  convocation  from  a  legis¬ 
lative  meeting  to  a  mass  youth  rally. 


NYMO,  attempting  to  maintain  its 
"distinctive  identity,"  has  submitted 
counter  legislation. 

“We’ve  come  out  in  clear  opposition 
to  Discipleship’s  NYMO  legislation 
mainly  because  it  was  drafted  without 
our  knowledge,”  said  the  Rev.  Pren¬ 
tiss  (Bud)  Gordon,  executive  director 
of  NYMO. 

The  proposed  direct  relationship 
would  have  "sweeping  effects”  on 
NYMO,  according  to  Mr.  Gordon. 
“We  would  no  longer  stand  on  our 
own.  The  board  wants  to  pull  us  in 
tightly  and  channel  all  our  programs 
through  them,”  he  said. 

“For  example,  the  board  wants  to 
eliminate  representatives  from  other 
general  church  agencies  like  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  from  our 
steering  committee.  Also  the  board 
wants  final  approval  of  how  NYMO’s 
portion  of  the  Youth  Service  Fund  is 
spent.”  (In  1983,  youth  in  the  church 
nationwide  gave  $498,652  to  that  fund. 
NYMO  received  30  percent  or 
$149,597.  The  other  70  percent  remains 
in  the  annual  conferences ) . 

"The  suggested  change  in  our  con¬ 
vocation  format  would  "deal  a  serious 
blow,”  he  continued.  “These  meetings 
have  previously  been  legislative 
events  for  a  selected  group  of  youth 
leaders.  The  proposal  would  open  the 
convocation  to  all  United  Methodist 
youth  and  change  the  focus.  This 
could  impair  the  organization’s  role 
as  an  advocacy  agency  for  youth." 

The  petition  from  NYMO  calls  for  a 
four-year  study  of  the  youth  organ¬ 
ization  by  an  advisory  committee  that 
would  make  recommendations  at  the 
1988  General  Conference. 

"This  is  a  compromise  that  we  want 
to  come  into  jointly  with  the  board,” 
Mr.  Gordon  said.  “We  have  a  sincere 
desire  for  open  dialogue.  We  don’t 
want  to  be  separate  from  the  larger 
church;  we  want  a  distinctive 
identity.” 

Other  proposed  youth-related  legis¬ 
lation  reflects  the  fact  that  the 
denomination  long  has  taken  stands 
concerning  a  critical  issue  for  older 


teenagers  —  military  registration, 
draft  and  enlistment. 

Military  draft  addressed 

Currently,  the  United  Methodist 
Social  Principles  tell  young  adults 
that  the  church  is  pledged  to 
"support”  them  whether  they  “con¬ 
scientiously”  choose  to  serve  in  the 
armed  forces  or  “conscientiously” 
refuse  to  serve. 

General  Conference  is  being  asked 
by  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  to  continue  to  use  the  word 
"support”  for  those  who  refuse  to 
serve  but  to  drop  that  word  for 
persons  who  go  into  the  military  and 
instead  to  say  that  the  church  will 
extend  its  ministry  to  them. 

Currently,,  the  Social  Principles 
state  that  the  denomination  “rejects 
national  policies  of  enforced  military 
service  in  peacetime  as  incompatible 
with  the  gospel.” 

Church  and  Society  is  asking  that 
the  wording  be  changed  so  it  will 
reject  the  military  draft  in  all  circum¬ 
stances. 

The  agency  also  is  asking  the 
church  to  commit  itself  to  urging  all 
youth  to  seek  the  counsel  of  the  church 
as  they  conscientiously  decide  what 
their  responsibility  as  citizens  re¬ 
quires  them  to  do  concerning  these 
military  service  issues. 

General  Conference  is  also  being 
asked  to  encourage  local  churches  to 
take  steps  to  protect  their  youth  and 
children  from  the  physical,  sexual 
and  emotional  abuse  that  is  said  to  be 
the  underlying  cause  behind  the  “run¬ 
ning  away”  of  almost  half  the  one  mil¬ 
lion  children  per  year  who  are  run¬ 
aways. 

A  Board  of  Church  and  Society  pro¬ 
posal  would  call  on  local  churches  to 
do  this  through  church  programs  that 
strengthen  and  support  families, 
through  attention  to  schools  “where 
poor  performance  often  is  the  pre¬ 
cipitating  crisis  to  running,”  and 
through  support  of  programs  in  the 
community  that  "deal  compassion¬ 
ately  with  abusing  parents.  ” 


MADISON,  Tenn.  —  The  new  adult  day 
care  center  at  City  Road  Chapel  UMC 
here  bears  the  name  of  Arthur  Malof,  an 
unlikely  benefactor. 

Those  in  the  congregation  who  knew 
him  described  him  as  a  "drifter,”  one 
who  walked  quietly  in  sometime  in  1974, 
attached  himself  to  the  church  and 
remained  faithful  to  it. 

In  December  1981  he  told  friends  at  the 
church  that  he  had  named  City  Road 
Chapel  as  beneficiary  of  a  life  insurance 


policy.  Two  weeks  later  he  died. 

The  new  center’s  director,  Mrs. 
Thelma  Anderson,  has  degrees  in  geron¬ 
tology  and  adult  education.  The  center 
provides  a  service  to  those  responsible 
for  the  care  of  older  adults  who  cannot  be 
left  alone  without  some  risk. 

The  congregation  invites  other 
churches  interested  in  adult  day  care 
ministry  to  write  Malof  Adult  Day  Care 
Center,  701  Gallatin  Road,  Madison,  TN 
37115,  or  to  call  615-868-2677. 


Laypeople  viewed  as  ‘driving  force’  in  action 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  United  Meth¬ 
odist  laypeople  must  work  to  become  the 
driving  force  in  the  church’s  social  action 
witness  and  push  for  positive  change 
based  on  an  understanding  of  the  Gospel, 
annual  conference  lay  leaders  were  told 
recently. 

Recalling  the  more  than  75  years  that 
the  United  Methodist  Church  has  had  a 
written  social  creed,  Haviland  Houston, 


general  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  told  lay  leaders  meeting 
here  recently  that  "the  laity  must  should¬ 
er  the  burden  of  knowing"  the  needs  of 
the  world  by  leading  the  church  in  re¬ 
sponsible  social  witness. 

“United  Methodists  have  been  paying 
attention  to  the  world  around  us  for  a 
long  time,”  Ms.  Houston  told  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  National  Association  of 


Annual  Conference  Lay  Leaders,  an  ex¬ 
change  and  support  group  affiliated  with 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

She  asked  the  60  persons  gathered  here 
to  read  together  the  first  Social  Creed 
drafted  in  1908  by  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  which  was  “years  a- 
head  of  its  time”  in  advocating  child 
labor  laws,  equal  rights  of  women,  and 
the  right  to  collective  bargaining. 


As  a  minister,  you  are  one  of  a 
handful  of  people  who  qualify  to 
invest  in  both  a  Tax-Deferred 
Annuity  (TDA)  as  well  as  in  an 
Individual  Retirement  Account 
(IRA).  And  while  we  offer  both  of 
these  tax-advantaged  retirement 
plans,  there  are  important  differ¬ 
ences  you  should  know  about 
before  you  invest. 

With  a  TDA,  contributions  are 
taken  out  of  your  checks  before  you 
get  them.  So  they're  not  subject  to 
Social  Security  taxes  the  way  IRA 


contributions  are.  (With  next  year's 
huge  increase  in  Social  Security 
taxes  for  ministers,  that’s  no  small 
consideration.)  And  you  can  defer 
up  to  l/6th  of  your  income  this  way, 
usually  more  than  the  $2,000 
ceiling  on  IRAs. 

Since  IRA  contributions  are 
deducted  from  your  income  when 
you  file  your  return,  any  deposit 
you  or  your  spouse  make  between 
now  and  April  15th  could  mean  a 
substantial  reduction  on  last 
year’s  taxes. 


Each  plan  has  its  own  advantages 
and  making  the  right  choice  calls 
for  a  careful  analysis  of  your 
financial  needs. 

And  at  Ministers  Life,  we  are 
uniquely  qualified  to  help  you  do 
this.  Call  us  toll-free  at  1-800-328- 
6124,  ext.  246  (in  Minnesota,  call 
collect  612-927-7131). 


ML 


Ministers  Life 

a  mutual  life  msmance  company 
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Ministers  nowhave  two  ways 
to  reduce  their  annual  offering. 


Journalism  student  gets 
graduate  fellowship 


"Historians  agree  that  the  1908  Social 
Creed  marked  the  first  deliberate  and 
conscious  interest  of  the  church  in  social 
action,”  Ms.  Houston  said.  “We  changed 
the  course  of  history  when  we  adopted 
that  statement.” 

However,  she  said,  today  many  per¬ 
sons  still  question  the  propriety  of  the 
church’s  direct  involvement  in  issues  of 
government,  human  rights,  economic, 
racial  and  sexual  inequality  and  advo¬ 
cacy.  Although  she  forthrightly  applaud¬ 
ed  the  ongoing  debate  and  discussion  of 
the  church’s  role,  Ms.  Houston  insisted 
that  "the  burden  of  knowing  calls  the 
church  into  action.” 

She  reminded  the  lay  leaders  of  the 
story  of  the  Good  Samaritan  and  of  the 
priest  and  the  Levite  who  passed  to  the 
other  side  of  the  road  to  avoid  witnessing 
the  suffering  of  the  man  who  had  been 
robbed,  beaten  and  left  to  die.  “After 
years  of  sermons,  we  still  don’t  know 
why  they  left  him.  And  the  reason  doesn’t 
matter.  They  didn’t  know  what  had 
happened  and  they  didn’t  want  to  know. 
They  were  as  self-protecting  as  we  are. 

“As  lay  people  we  must  open  our  eyes 
and  see  what  we  can  see.”  She 
challenged  the  women  leaders  to  "think 
through”  issues,  for  they  have  the  power 
to  help  the  church  see  the  implication  of 
the  decisions  they  make  today,  she  said. 

“You  don’t  need  to  be  short-sighted,  for 
there  are  enough  short-sighted  people  in 
our  society  today.  As  Christians  we  must 
get  up  high  and  look  down  and  see  what  is 
needed  in  our  world,”  Ms.  Houston  con¬ 
cluded. 

Later  during  their  meeting  the  lay 
leaders  had  several  practical  discussions 
on  how  to  translate  the  ideas  and  actions 
of  the  national  church  into  action  in  an¬ 
nual  conferences  and  in  local  churches. 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Leah 
Gallardo,  a  graduate  student  in  broad¬ 
cast  journalism  at  the  University  of 
Southern  California,  has  been  named 
1984-85  recipient  of  the  Stoody-West 
Fellowship  presented  annually  by  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

The  $6,000  award  for  graduate  study  in 
communications  honors  the  late  Rev. 
Ralph  Stoody  and  the  Rev.  Arthur  West, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  pioneer  leaders  in  the 
church  in  news  and  public  relations. 

A  member  of  Village  United  Methodist 
Church  in  North  Hollywood,  Calif.,  Ms. 
Gallardo  has  a  long  record  of  partici¬ 
pation  in  church-related  activities.  She  is 
serving  as  secretary  of  an  advisory  panel 
on  Hispanic  interests,  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  central  communications 
agency,  and  she  works  part-time  at  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  headquarters  in  Pasadena,  Calif. 
Other  responsibilities  have  included  six 
years  as  secretary  of  that  conference’s 
communications  committee  and  leader¬ 
ship  in  communication  workshops. 

A  native  of  Dallas,  Ms.  Gallardo  holds 
both  bachelor’s  and  master’s  degrees 
from  California  State  University  in  Los 
Angeles. 

For  one  of  her  classes  at  Southern  Cali¬ 
fornia  Ms.  Gallardo  did  a  video  pro¬ 
duction  on  clown  ministries.  She  is 
planning  a  documentary  about  United 
Methodist  Hispanics  for  another  class. 

“No  matter  what  position  I  finally  land 


(after  graduation),  I  plan  to  write  relig¬ 
ious  documentaries  or  documentaries 
with  issues  that  I  feel  people  need  to  be 
educated  about,”  she  wrote  in  her  appli¬ 
cation  for  the  Stoody-West  award.  "As 
we  United  Methodists  enter  the  third  cen¬ 
tury  of  our  denomination,  I  hope  to  serve 
my  church  through  the  medium  of  tele¬ 
vision.” 

Ms.  Gallardo  was  chosen  for  the  award 
by  a  committee  from  the  UMCom  board 
of  directors. 


Leah  Gallardo 


the  church  today 


Bishop  Matthews  chosen 
to  preach  opening  sermon 

BALTIMORE  (UMNS)  -  Bishop 
Marjorie  S.  Matthews  has  been  chosen  to 
preach  at  the  service  of  Holy  Communion 
opening  the  1984  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  May  1  here. 

Bishop  Matthews,  resident  leader  of 
the  Wisconsin  Area,  was  elected  to  the 
episcopacy  in  1980,  the  first  woman  ever 
to  serve  as  bishop  in  a  major  religious 
body.  She  will  retire  this  summer. 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  of  the  Ohio 
East  Area  will  be  the  celebrant  at  the 
service  beginning  at  1:30  p.m.  in  the 
Civic  Center. 

Bishop  Matthews  will  lead  off  a  roster 
of  17  clergy  from  around  the  world  who 
will  preach  during  worship  periods  of  the 
denomination’s  top  lawmaking 
assembly. 

UM-related  group 
buys  media  magazine 

NEW  YORK  -  The  Media  Action 
Research  Center  (MARC),  an  inde¬ 
pendent  not-for-profit  group  with  strong 
United  Methodist  ties,  on  Feb.  15  became 
owners  and  publishers  of  the  quarterly 
magazine  Media  &  Values. 

The  magazine’s  former  parent  body, 
the  Center  for  Communications  Ministry, 


was  about  to  go  under  late  last  year. 
Through  MARC,  supporters  raised 
$12,500  to  buy  the  magazine. 

Sister  Elizabeth  Thoman,  founder  of 
the  magazine,  will  continue  as  editor. 
Stewart  Hoover  of  Germantown,  Pa.  will 
be  chairman  of  the  interfaith  board  of 
directors. 

According  to  Ben  Logan,  senior  pro¬ 
ducer  of  United  Methodist  Commun¬ 
ications,  this  resource  will  help  church 
people  to  use  media  “carefully  and  inten¬ 
tionally  with  their  own  values  clearly  in 
mind.” 

Gathering  planned  in  August 
for  all  UMC  youth 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  -  Sponsors  say 
that  the  “Great  Spiritual-Life  Rally” 
here  Aug.  13-16  will  be  the  largest  gather¬ 
ing  of  United  Methodist  youth  since  1969. 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  is 
sponsoring  the  event,  in  cooperation  with 
the  denomination’s  National  Youth  Min¬ 
istry  Organization,  affiliated  with  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  first  1,000  persons  to  register 
before  April  15  will  receive  a  free 
"Reclamation  ’84”  T-shirt. 

Registration  is  $50  per  person,  not 
counting  lodging  and  meals.  Events  will 
be  at  the  Kansas  City  Convention  Center. 

Sponsors  emphasized  that  though  the 


rally  is  under  direction  of  one  juris¬ 
diction,  it  is  open  to  United  Methodist 
youth  all  over  the  country. 

Woman’s  will  creates 
mission  scholarships 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Two  scholar¬ 
ships  of  $3,000  each  are  being  offered  by 
the  National  Division  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  per¬ 
sons  willing  to  enter  the  mission  work  of 
the  church. 

The  grants  are  from  the  Violet  Pierce 
Scholarship  Fund,  which  was  established 
last  year  to  honor  a  66-year  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  of  Edger- 
ton,  Wise. 

Applicants  for  Violet  Pierce  scholar¬ 
ships  must  be  United  Methodists,  U.S. 
citizens  or  permanent  residents,  either 
admitted  to  or  enrolled  in  an  approved  or 
accredited  college  or  other  educational 
institution.  They  must  be  unable  to 
secure  adequate  financial  assistance 
elsewhere  and  willing  to  give  several 
years  to  mission  service.  They  must  be 
recommended  by  the  annual  conference. 

Deadline  for  applications  is  April  30. 
For  further  information  contact  Jewel 
Cottrol,  Leadership  Development 
Grants,  National  Program  Division, 
Room  301,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New 
York,  N.Y.  10115. 
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Bishop  Shamblin  Memorialized  In  Dedication 
of  New  Conference  Headquarters  Building 


More  than  200  persons  gathered  on 
Friday,  March  2  for  the  dedication  of  the 
new  Conference  Headquarters  building 
in  Baton  Rouge.  With  flowers  and  plants 
from  a  number  of  the  churches  of  the 
Conference  gracing  the  building,  Dr.  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn  presided  over  the 
ceremony,  which  represented  an  out¬ 
standing  achievement  in  stewardship. 

Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway  gave  the 
main  address  and  again  encouraged  the 
Conference  to  remember  that  United 
Methodists  are  part  of  the  mission  and 
ministry  of  Jesus  Christ  in  our  day  and  in 
Louisiana.  He  further  reminded  the 
group  that  the  new  building  was  a  center 
of  ministry,  including  the  roles  of  the 
staff  and  cabinet  who  serve  from  this 
place. 

Dr.  Hearn  read  the  inscription  on  a 
plaque  given  to  Mrs.  Virginia  Shamblin 
and  family,  and  which  will  be  duplicated 
and  placed  at  the  front  of  the  building 
with  the  other  plaques.  It  said: 


BISHOP  J.  KENNETH  SHAMBLIN 
This  plaque  is  placed  in  honor  of 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  as  an 
expression  of  appreciation  for  his 
years  of  episcopal  leadership  to  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  Bishop 
Shamblin  guided  this  conference  with 
love  and  pastoral  care.  Among  many 
significant  achievements  during  his 
term  as  bishop,  1976-1983,  was  the  con¬ 
struction  of  this  United  Methodist 
Building  to  be  used  for  the  work  of  the 
Annual  Conference  and  to  be  a  symbol 
of  the  dedication  of  United  Methodist 
people  in  Louisiana  to  minister  in  the 
spirit  of  Jesus  Christ. 


Mr.  J.  Luther  Jordan,  Jr.,  chairperson 
of  the  Building  Committee,  presented  the 
building  to  Bishop  Galloway  for 
dedication.  Responses  to  the  dedication 
were  made  by  the  Trustees,  Conference 
Staff,  Cabinet  and  the  persons  present. 
Mrs.  Ardessie  Prophet  rendered  a  vocal 
solo  for  the  occasion. 

Governor  David  C.  Treen  cancelled  his 
appearance  at  the  last  minute,  due  to 
problems  involved  in  "moving  day"  at 
the  mansion. 

The  ceremony  was  videotaped  and  will 
be  available  for  local  church  use  through 
the  Resource  Center’s  video  library. 
Also,  it  will  be  a  significant  part  of  the 
March  edition  of  "The  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Magazine,”  which  beams  up 
on  satellite  following  the  Sunday  School 
Lesson  on  the  second  Tuesday  night  and 
after  the  Lectionary  on  the  third  Tuesday 
at  noon. 


Seminar  on  Bible  Study 
Skills  to  be  Held  at 


March  22  is  the  date  scheduled  for  a 
seminar  on  "Developing  Bible  Study 
Skills,”  to  be  held  at  First  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  The  seminar, 
particularly  helpful  for  teachers  of  youth 
and  adults,  is  designed  to  help  people 
develop  the  basic  tools  for  study  of  the 
scripture  and  make  personal  Bible  study 
more  meaningful. 

The  meeting,  sponsored  by  Cokesbury 
Educational  Services,  begins  at  9  a.m. 
and  ends  at  4  p.m.  Registration  is  from 
8:30  to  9  a.m.,  with  the  $40  fee  covering 
registration,  leadership,  materials, 
lunch  and  breaks.  One  continuing  educa¬ 
tion  unit  (CEU)  may  be  earned. 


Some  of  the  participants  and  guests  are  shown  above  as  they  shared  the  joy  and  celebration  of  the  dedication  of  the  new 
conference  office  building.  In  the  top  left  photo,  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  is  shown  presiding;  the  top  center  shows  Mrs.  Ardessie 
Prophet  as  she  witnesses,  “Lord  I  Want  To  Be  A  Christian";  Bishop  Galloway,  top  right,  gives  the  main  address  for  the  event; 
second  row,  left.  Luther  Jordan  presents  the  memorial  plaque  to  Mrs.  Virginia  Shamblin;  center.  Bishop  Galloway  receives  the 
building  for  dedication  from  Mr.  Jordan;  Bishop  Galloway  dedicates  the  building,  right  photo,  rows  three  and  four  down  show 
visitors  and  guests,  including  the  Shamblin  family  in  the  bottom  center  photo:  Mrs.  Virginia  Shamblin,  Rev.  Ken  Shamblin  and 
his  wife,  Mrs.  Pam  Shamblin. 


Interested  persons  who  have  not  al¬ 
ready  registered  may  still  do  so  from 
8: 30  to  9  a  m.  on  the  day  of  the  seminar. 


Peck  UM  To  Host  New  World  Mission 


The  General  Board  of  Discipleship  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
announced  that  Peck  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  will  host  a  1984 
New  World  Mission.  Beginning  March  18, 
through  April  4, 1984,  missioners  from  all 
over  the  World  will  descend  upon  the 
United  States  to  lead  missions 
throughout  the  country.  Peck’s  mission 
will  occur  during  the  week  of  March  18- 
22.  Peck  has  the  distinction  of  being  the 
only  church  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
to  host  a  1984  New  World  Mission. 

The  New  World  Mission  is  an  exciting 
concept  in  Christian  Outreach  as  the 
church  moves  in  the  80s.  It  is  a  person-to- 
person  evangelism  program. 

The  New  World  Mission  takes  place  in 
local  churches.  It  is  more  "people- 
oriented”  than  "program-oriented."  It  is 


and  Penetration.  Peck  is  presently  busy 
preparing  for  the  mission.  As  a  part  of 
the  preparation  process  the  church  is 
involved  in  an  intensive  period  of  study 
and  reflection.  They  are  using  Dr.  H. 
Eddie  Fox’s  book  "Inherit  The 
Kingdom,”  which  presents  a  challenging 
n^|ssage  as  it  calls  forth  the  living  of  a 
victorious  life  in  Christ  because  “The 
time  is  fulfilled,  and  the  kingdom  of  God 
is  at  Hand”  (Mark  1:15). 

In  the  very  near  future  a  missioner  will 
be  named  to  lead  the  New  World  Mission. 
He/She  will  lead  the  proclamation  phase 
of  the  mission.  These  are  very  exciting 
days  for  Peck.  The  enthusiasm  and  an¬ 
ticipation  is  continuing  to  build  as  the 
church  moves  towards  this  great 
endeavor. 


Kelly  Guides  Planning  For  Discipleship  Event 

Dr.  Leontine  Kelly,  right  center  above,  met  with  Dr.  Odell  Simmons,  left.  Dr.  Byrl 
Moreland,  Chair  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship,  center,  and  Dr.  Harvey 
Williamson,  right,  to  plan  a  Board  of  Discipleship  Training  Event  August  24-25.  The 
purpose  of  this  event  is  to  give  instruction  to  the  District  Coordinators  and  Education, 


an  attempt  to  relate  evangelism  to  God’s 
dream  of  a  new  world  order  —  "A  New 
Heaven  and  A  New  Earth." 

The  Mission  is  divided  into  three 
phases  —  Preparation,  Proclamation 


Dr.  William  Webb  ( chairperson  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries)  is  New  World 
Mission  Task  Group  Coordinator,  and 
Rev.  Julius  Jefferson  is  the  pastor  of 
Peck  UM  Church. 


Evangelism,  Worship  and  Stewardship  Chairpersons  who  will  be  serving  in  these 
various  capacities  for  the  new  quadrennium. 

Dr.  Kelly  is  the  Associate  General  Secretary  for  the  Division  of  Evangelism  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.  A  former  pastor  of  the  Virginia  Conference,  she  is  the 
leading  candidate  for  the  episcopacy  among  United  Methodist  Women  clergy. 
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Jesus  Uses  His  Power 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Mark  4:37-41;  5:35-43 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  "normal” 
modem  response  to  the  series  of 
miracles  found  in  this  section  of  Mark’s 
Gospel  (there  are  four  such  miracles  in 
Mark  4:35  and  5:43)  is  "Wow!  Jesus 
surely  did  some  great  things  back  in 
those  days,  didn’t  he?  But,  what  has  he 
done  lately?"  Let’s  look,  though,  at  what 
happened  on  one  round-trip  journey 
across  the  Sea  of  Galilee. 

First,  Jesus  stilled  the  tempestuous 
sea.  Caught  out  on  the  Sea  of  Galilee 
when  a  sudden  storm  came  up,  the  little 
band  of  disciples  were  terrified  and  just 
couldn’t  let  Jesus  sleep  there  in  the  bow 
of  the  small  boat.  They  awakened  him  to 
make  him  aware  of  the  danger.  They 
criticized  him  for  not  being  concerned 
about  their  safety  —  "Don’t  you  care  if 
we  perish?”  Perhaps  they  wanted 
companionship  in  their  terror  but  they 
seemed  to  know  that  he  could  do  some¬ 
thing  to  remedy  the  situation. 

When  he  stilled  the  tumult  (was  it  only 
the  seas  or  was  it  not  only  some  frantic 
human  beings?)  he  caused  even  more 
anxiety.  Mark  reports  that  Jesus’ 
companions  were  more  frightened  by  the 
unexpected  calm  than  by  the  storm. 
Then  they  began  to  see  Jesus  as  the 
powerful  person  he  was,  one  who  had 
power  over  the  elements  of  nature.  They 
learned  that  faith  drives  out  fear  and  that 
the  saving  purpose  of  God  is  accom¬ 
plished  through  the  presence  and  power 
of  Christ.  They  knew  then,  as  we  should 
know  now,  that  the  storms  of  life,  some¬ 


times  coming  upon  us  so  quickly  and  so 
unexpectedly,  can  be  weathered, 
endured,  and  overcome  by  faith  in  Christ 
and  his  power. 

Delayed  as  he  was,  Jesus  was  rather 
late  getting  to  Jairus’  house,  and 
everyone  thought  his  daughter  was  dead. 
But  Jesus  took  her  by  the  hand  and  told 
her  to  get  up.  She  did.  She  was  healed. 
She  was  brought  back  from  the  dead. 
Jesus  has  power  over  not  only  disease 
but  death. 

Jesus  did  some  really  great  things 
back  then,  didn’t  he?  But  what  has  he 
done  lately? 

I  remember  the  teenager  who  came  to 
the  Lord  even  though  his  parents  were 
atheists  and  actually  beat  him  for  going 
to  church.  I  remember  the  couple  who, 
though  both  paralytic  and  bed-ridden, 
sang  the  hymns  of  grace  with  the  radio 
broadcasts  and  thanked  God  for  their 
blessings.  I  know  of  the  grief -stricken 
couple  who  found  strength  and  de¬ 
termination  to  live  fruitful  and 
witnessing  lives  following  the  tragic  loss 
of  their  child.  I  know  of  the  businessman 
who  found  his  way  through  bankruptcy, 
held  his  head  high,  and  made  a  new  life 
for  his  family  —  paying  off  his  debts  even 
though  the  bankruptcy  absolved  him  of 
responsibility.  I  know  of  the  couple  who 
found  new  vitality  for  their  foundering 
marriage  in  the  power  of  Christ.  I  know 
of  persons  who  have  faced  death  with 
courage  and  peace  for  Jesus  had  already 
overcome  death  for  them. 

What  have  you  done  lately,  Jesus?  How 
can  we  possibly  count  the  ways? 


Editorial 

Thoughts  About  Lent 


"...  He  set  his  face  to  go  to 
Jerusalem.  ” 

(Luke9:51b) 

As  Luke  says  in  his  prologue, 
"Inasmuch  as  many  have  undertaken  to 
compile  a  narrative  of  the  things  which 
have  been  accomplished  among  us  ...  it 
seemed  good  to  me  also  ...  to  write  an 
orderly  account  for  you  .  .  .,”  so  I  shall 
write  some  Lenten  thoughts,  which  may 
have  been  preached  already  by  a  number 
of  you. 

But  many  of  us  Protestants  have 
problems  with  the  traditional  practice  of 
Lent.  As  a  boy,  I  was  told  by  a  Catholic 
aunt  that  she  was  giving  up  certain 
things  for  Lent.  Being  a  devout  Catholic, 
I  didn’t  doubt  her  sincerity,  but  still 
couldn’t  understand  why  she  was  doing 
it.  Coming  from  a  combined  Methodist- 
Baptist  background,  I  saw  little  of  the 
church  year  practiced.  We  were  told  that 
our  “giving  up  the  things  of  the  world”  to 
become  Christians  was  enough.  These 
generalizations  of  piety,  which  were 
common  in  those  days,  dared  not  come 
anywhere  close  to  being  called 
"catholic.” 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  remember  such 
controversial  situations  as:  When  I  first 
introduced  confirmation  classes  to  a 
Methodist  Church  that  had  never  had 
them;  or  when  I  instituted  altar  candles, 
acolytes  and  the  church  year  in  a  for¬ 
mer  Methodist  Protestant  Church  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
immediately  asked  by  some  if  I  planned 
for  holy  water  the  next  Sunday.  What  a 
change  has  taken  place  in  the  church 
since  those  days,  and  how  much  more  we 
understand  each  other  —  to  the  glory  of 
God! 

The  laws  of  psychology  tell  us  that  we 
need  symbols  to  give  things  and  events 


special  meaning  in  our  lives  — 
examples:  the  wedding  ring,  the 
American  flag,  the  cross.  Pageantry  is 
also  a  vital  part  of  our  experience.  It 
helps  us  reenact  meaningful  events  and 
makes  us  remember  our  history, 
whether  personal,  national  or  religious. 

So,  Lent  has  a  special  meaning  for  me 
each  year  as  I  recall  the  following : 

1  —  Jesus  set  his  face  steadfastly 
toward  Jerusalem,  not  only  to  find  his 
destiny  but  to  intentionally  create  his 
destiny  with  God. 

2  —  Jesus’  life  of  concern,  love  and 
sacrifice  never  changed  or  waivered 
under  the  momentum  and  stress  of  this 
last  cataclysmic  journey. 

3  —  Jesus  also  continued  to  train  the 
disciples  in  the  workings  of  the  Kingdom 
by  his  teachings  and  example.  He  knew 
his  mantle  would  soon  fall  on  them  (and 
later  on  us  as  he  indicated  in  John  17 ) . 

4  —  He  showed  them  that  it  was  the 
Father’s  good  pleasure  to  give  them  the 
Kingdom,  and  that  it  was  not  only  in  their 
midst  but  within  them. 

5  —  The  Master  was  faithful  to  the 
highest  he  knew  —  the  will  of  the  Father 
to  bring  in  a  kingdom  of  love,  which 
would  reconcile  persons  to  God  and  each 
other. 

In  summing  up,  Jesus  saw  the  cross  on 
the  horizon  but  deliberately  moved 
toward  it.  I  believe  with  the  process 
theologians  that  our  destiny  and  God’s 
are  closely  entwined.  Therefore,  our  free 
will  and  intentional  choices  do  have 
eternal  implications. 

This  year.  Let  us  go  to  Jerusalem  with 
Jesus,  appreciating  the  symbols  and 
pageantry  of  the  Faith  in  a  new  way. 
Somehow,  I  believe  the  Holy  Spirit  wcrks 
through  these,  too. 

—  E.F. 
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A  missions  allegory 


Should  we  4 start  our  own  airline  ’? 


By  DWIGHT  E.LODER 

Have  you  bought  an  airline  ticket  late¬ 
ly?  The  cost  of  tickets  from  one  place  to 
another  is  often  outrageous.  Sizable  dis¬ 
crepancies  in  price  may  be  given  by  the 
same  airline  on  the  same  day  to  the  same 
destination  to  the  same  person.  Often 
flights  that  are  presumed  to  be  sold  out 
take  off  with  empty  seats.  On  others,  pas¬ 
sengers  who  have  had  their  tickets  for 
many  weeks  are  frustrated  to  learn  at 
flight  time  that  the  flight  is  oversold,  and 
they  must  wait  for  a  later  flight. 

It  is  not  uncommon  to  board  a  plane 
and  sit  for  an  hour  on  the  runway  before 
taking  off.  Intermittent  word  from  some 
one  on  the  intercom  usually  infuriates 
the  passengers  with  the  promise  that  the 
delay  will  be  another  10  to  15  minutes. 
One  can  circle  a  city  interminably  when 
trying  to  make  a  connecting  flight.  Per¬ 
haps  the  delay  is  caused  by  need  for 
clearance,  or  for  a  gate,  or  for  some 
other  reason  —  usually  not  explained. 
Meantime  the  connecting  flight  takes  off 
and  one  is  left  behind. 

One  does  not  need  to  travel  much  to 
have  horror  stories  to  tell  about  baggage 
either  destroyed  or  lost. 

Flight  schedules  are  no  longer  depend¬ 
able.  They  change  without  notice,  flights 
are  cancelled,  and  departure  hours  are 
changed.  Airlines  not  uncommonly  can¬ 
cel  service  to  cities  without  consulting 
those  who  will  be  affected.  Some  airlines 
are  notorious  for  their  discourteous  em¬ 
ployees,  bad  meals,  inaccurate  informa¬ 
tion,  never  answering  calls  or  letters. 
And  the  list  of  complaints  grows. 

Should  we  start  our  own? 

So  let's  think  about  starting  an  airline 
of  our  own.  In  order  to  avoid  all  of  the 
problems  of  the  other  airlines  we  can  es¬ 
tablish  our  own  airports,  set  up  our  own 
schedules,  and  hire  our  own  pilots  and 
crews. 

Even  though  some  mainline  airlines 
teach  indigenous  people  to  fly  planes  in 
their  own  countries,  we  could  keep  Amer¬ 
icans  flying  everywhere,  taking  the 
people  of  those  countries  wherever  we 
want  them  to  go.  And  we  will  fly  good  old- 
fashioned  planes  like  the  dependable  DC- 
3.  After  all  there  is  nothing  really  new  in 
this  so-called  technological  age.  We  know 
all  we  need  to  know  about  aerodynamics 
without  the  use  of  jets  and  computers  to 
complicate  our  lives. 

There  may  be  some  problems  of  con¬ 
flicting  flights,  since  the  airline  control¬ 
lers  in  our  towers  will  pay  little  attention 
to  the  air  controllers  of  the  mainline  com¬ 
panies.  So  if  there  is  an  occasional  acci¬ 
dent  or  other  type  of  disaster  we  can 
blame  the  mainline  companies.  After  all 
they  make  so  many  mistakes  they  are 
vulnerable  when  any  mistake  is  made. 

It  will  be  costly 

Of  course,  it  is  going  to  be  very  costly 
to  set  up  our  own  operation.  Hiring  pilots, 
buying  planes,  building  airports,  setting 
up  accountability  processes,  securing 
personnel  to  go  all  over  the  world  will  not 


be  cheap.  But  we  will  have  access  to  a  lot 
of  npople  who  do  not  qualify  to  work  in 
the  established  lines,  along  with  some 
very  fine  people  who  choose  not  to  work 
for  them  or  who  will  not  wait  for  open¬ 
ings. 

We’ll  have  complete  control 

Just  building  airports  all  over  the 
world  will  be  enormously  expensive.  But 
we  can  send  some  folks  here  or  there  and 
let  them  go  at  it.  One  thing  is  sure,  if  you 
will  join  with  me,  we  will  be  able  to  do 
our  own  thing  our  own  way  and  have 
complete  control  of  it.  We  will  certainly 
never  have  any  of  the  problems  that 
plague  the  mainlines.  We  will  be  able  to 
take  everyone,  or  anyone,  who  wants  to 
fly.  We  can  send  our  crews  wherever  we 
want  them  to  go,  whether  or  not  they  are 
wanted  or  needed,  because  we  will  be  in 
charge  of  our  own  operations  every¬ 
where.  We  will  only  have  a  happy  and 
satisfied  clientele  flying  when  and  where 
they  want  to  go. 

Raising  the  money  to  do  this  will  be 
easy.  We  will  raise  money  from  everyone 
who  is  unhappy  with  the  major  airlines. 
Most  everyone  who  flies  has  been  frus¬ 
trated  in  some  way,  sometime  or  another. 

There  will  be  temptations 

There  also  will  be  a  temptation  to  ask 
stockholders  of  the  mainline  companies 
to  transfer  their  support  from  those  lines, 
even  though  they  serve  enormous  num¬ 
bers  of  people  in  this  country  and  around 
the  world.  We  cannot  do  this  much  for 
years  to  come,  if  ever.  So  if  funds  are  di¬ 
verted  to  us,  some  of  the  long  established 
lines  in  some  places  may  be  shut  down. 
Some  people  may  be  put  out  of  work. 
People  who  have  been  flying  for  years 
may  be  forced  to  give  it  up. 

Regular  airports  may  be  adversely  af¬ 
fected.  Perhaps  hundreds  of  persons  will 
become  unemployed  and  the  Advance 
(or  pioneering)  in  flying  may  be  elimi¬ 
nated  in  many  places.  Whose  fault  is 
that?  If  these  main  airlines  would  only  do 
their  work  with  the  kind  of  equipment, 
personnel  and  approach  to  flying  we  like, 
all  of  this  would  be  unnecessary. 

Let’s  just  say  we  are  being  forced  to  set 
up  an  “Alternate  Flying  Agency.”  Surely 
the  Chief  Co-pilot  will  like  our  line  the 
best  and  probably  abandon  the  other  big 
shoddy  airlines,  and  just  fly  along  with 
us.  What  a  happy  prospect.  From  our 
point  of  view,  probably  the  Chief  Co-pilot 
has  not  been  flying  with  them  for  years 
anyway. 

Is  this  the  proper  way? 

On  second  thought,  is  this  the  proper 
way  to  correct  the  problems  we  have  had 
with  the  airlines  we  are  using  now?  And 
suppose  the  Chief  Co-pilot  is  not  as  un¬ 
happy  about  human  frailty  as  we  are?  Is 
it  possible  that  we  might  take  some  frail¬ 
ties  of  our  own  into  this  newly  established 
airline  and  have  to  appeal  to  the  Chief 
Co-pilot  (after  all,  we  are  joint  heirs)  to 
accept  some  of  our  imperfections,  limita¬ 
tions  and  failures?  Or  can  we  sell  the 
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\  Mr.  Colson’s  prophetic  honesty 
|  needed  in  both  pulpit  and  pew 


Among  mainline  church  members, 
Charles  Colson’s  claim  to  be  a  “born- 
again”  Christian  sometimes  has  been 
looked  upon  with  suspicion.  After  all,  this 
was  the  man  who,  as  an  aide  to  former 
President  Nixon,  once  compiled  an 
“enemies  list”  and  said  that  he  would 
“run  over  my  grandmother”  if  neces¬ 
sary  to  achieve  his  political  goals.  Skep¬ 
tics  have  accused  him  of  being  a  “foxhole 
convert”  who  latched  on  to  a  Christian 
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identity  only  to  salvage  his  Watergate- 
stained  reputation. 

After  reading  some  remarks  Mr.  Col¬ 
son  recently  made  to  the  national  con¬ 
vention  of  religious  broadcasters,  we 
wonder  if  his  detractors  shouldn’t  recon¬ 
sider  their  assessment  of  his  credibility 
as  a  Christian. 

Mr.  Colson  stung  the  4,000  persons  in 
attendance  at  the  40th  annual  convention 
of  the  National  Religious  Broadcasters 
Association  —  including  many  of  the 
superstars  of  the  “electronic  church.” 
He  charged  that  many  of  them  are  guilty 
of  transmitting  a  "what’s-in-it-for-me” 
gospel  (see  UMR,  Feb.  24). 

“Much  of  the  Christianity  we  slickly 
market  today  is  nothing  but  a  religious 
adaptation  of  the  self-seeking  values  of 
secular  culture,"  he  said.  This  contrasts, 
he  added,  with  God’s  command  to  “care 
for  and  serve  the  sick,  the  imprisoned, 
the  needy,  love  the  unlovable,  lay  down 
our  lives  for  one  another  ...” 

Mr.  Colson’s  words  do  not  sound  tenta¬ 
tive.  Nor  do  they  suggest  a  person  who  is 
trying  to  use  his  Christian  credentials  for 
self-aggrandizement.  This  is  all  the  more 
noteworthy  when  it  is  recognized  that  he 
was  taking  to  task  a  theological  group 
likely  to  be  very  supportive  of  his  Prison 
Fellowship  Ministry. 

Mr.  Colson’s  prophetic  words  properly 
serve  as  an  indictment  not  only  of  a  sin¬ 
gle  group  of  Christian  broadcasters,  how¬ 
ever,  but  of  any  of  us  who  confuse  our 
own  self-seeking  with  efforts  to  seek  first 
the  Kingdom  of  God.  Much  as  we  wish 
otherwise,  it  is  not  possible  to  deny  that 
many  local  congregations  today  similarly 
reflect  evidences  of  a  what’s-in-it-for-me 
gospel”  and  “a  religious  adaptation  of 
the  self-seeking  values  of  secular  cul¬ 
ture.” 

We  are  not  ready  to  nominate  Charles 
Colson  for  sainthood,  but  we  are  grqteful 
for  this  latest  evidence  that  God  can,  and 
often  does,  use  unlikely  human  vessels  to 
advance  the  work  of  His  Kingdom. 

Those  of  us  who  have  tended  to  look 
askance  at  Mr.  Colson’s  conversion  and 
ministry  probably  would  do  well  to  con¬ 
sider  whether  we  are  as  bold  in  our  proc¬ 
lamation  of  Christian  truth.  It  is  not 
easy  to  risk  “biting  the  hand  that  feeds 
you"  in  faithfulness  to  that  task.  Yet, 
who  would  deny  that  such  prophetic 
honesty  is  needed,  but  too  seldom  found, 
in  the  pulpits  and  pews  of  most  churches? 


idea  that  we  and  only  we  are  without 
faults? 

But  if  we  have  second  thoughts,  we 
may  not  go  out  on  our  own.  We  might 
even  find  ways  to  improve  the  present 
lines. 

Perhaps  the  airlines  have  been  looking 
at  their  structure  long  enough  and  ought 
to  begin  to  examine  the  personnel  run¬ 
ning  the  airlines.  It  does  appear  that  re¬ 
organizing  any  business  and  maintaining 
the  new  structure  with  the  same  person¬ 
nel  produces  little  if  anything  new  or  dif¬ 
ferent.  The  present  mainlines  are  big. 
They  have  been  dependable  through  the 
years,  but  they  just  don’t  perform  to  sat¬ 
isfy  us,  do  they?  And  it  is  dangerous  to 
have  second  thoughts.  They  might  lead 
us  to  find  “a  more  excellent  way.” 

A  ‘more  excellent  way’? 

And  what  is  a  more  excellent  way?  One 
of  the  writers  in  the  “Airline  Guidebook” 
has  said,  “if  I  have  no  love,  I  am  nothing. 
I  may  dole  out  all  I  possess  or  even  give 
my  body  to  be  burnt,  but  if  I  have  no  love 
I  am  none  the  better  .  .  .  Love  keeps  no 
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Dwight  Loder 

score  of  wrongs;  does  not  gloat  over 
other  persons  sins  but  delights  in  the 
truth.  There  is  nothing  love  cannot  face; 
there  is  no  limit  to  its  faith,  its  hope,  its 
endurance  .  .  .  Love  will  never  come  to 
an  end.” 

And  what  does  love  have  to  do  with  all 
of  this?  It  is  just  possible  the  main  air¬ 
lines  might  be  encouraged  to  be  more 
sensitive  to  the  unhappiness  of  the  flying 
public  and  the  reasons  for  it,  and  the  fly¬ 
ing  public  might  be  encouraged  to  find 
ways  to  strengthen  the  present  airlines 
without  the  enormous  expenditure  in¬ 
volved  in  establishing  a  new  airline  sys¬ 
tem. 

Dwight  E.'  Loder  is  bishop  of  United 
Methodism's  West  Ohio  Area.  His  is  one 
of  several  reflective  articles  by  church 
leaders  which  will  appear  during  the  bi¬ 
centennial  year  of  A  merican  Methodism. 


New  mission  society 
could  help  the  church 


By  WILLIAM  M.  PICKARD  JR. 

Is  a  split  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  inevitable?  The  answer  is  yes  — 
unless.  It  would  appear  that  the  die  is 
slowly  but  surely  being  cast.  The  first 
overt  step  is  the  formation  of  an  indepen¬ 
dent  mission-sending  agency.  Those 
forming  this  agency  clearly  have  no 
intention  of  causing  or  being  a  part  of  a 
split.  They  are  simply  committed  to  the 
mission  of  Christ  in  the  world  and  feel 
they  are  thwarted  in  working  through  the 
established  channels  of  the  church. 

Likewise,  those  opposing  the  formation 
of  this  agency  have  no  intention  of  forc¬ 
ing  the  "dissidents”  out  of  the  church  or 
in  any  way  causing  a  split.  But  the  con¬ 
frontational  stance  taken  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  some  other  bishops  and  leaders  will 
surely  do  this  unless  modified.  We  need 
to  remind  these  leaders  that  Methodism 
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Does  a  ‘mission  society’  fit  in  the 
history  of  Christian  missions? 


W.  Richey  Hogg 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  Reporter  in¬ 
vited  Dr.  W.  Richey  Hogg,  professor  of 
World  Christianity  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  to  sit  in  on  the  recent  forum  in¬ 
volving  Peggy  Billings  and  H.  T.  Maclin, 
and  to  place  the  development  of  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  for  United  Methodists  in  a 
hostorical  perspective.  Dr.  Hogg’s 
analysis,  framed  by  the  church’s  long 
history  of  missionary  outreach,  follows. 

By  W.  RICHEY  HOGG 

For  the  first  three  centuries  of  its 
existence,  the  church,  although  illegal 
and  persecuted,  lived  its  life  in  mis¬ 
sionary  outreach.  Under  the  protection  of 
Emperor  Constantine  (c.  313  A.D.),  how¬ 
ever,  the  church  enrolled  some  5  million 
members,  or  10  percent  of  the  Roman 
Empire’s  population. 

The  masses  flocked  into  the  Empire’s 
officially  recognized  religion  for  most  of 
the  next  two  centuries.  Congregations 
saw  no  need  to  spread  the  gospel  beyond 
themselves.  As  a  result,  parish  churches 
turned  inward  to  meet  their  own  needs. 

With  the  fall  of  the  Western  Roman 
Empire  in  476,  the  Latin  church  under 
the  pope  began  1000  years  of  encounter, 
evangelization,  and  tutelage  among  the 
barbarians  from  which  emerged 
European  civilization.  Mission  was 
directed  by  the  pope,  supported  by  the 
kings,  and  staffed  by  the  monks.  Various 
monastic  orders  provided  the  agency  of 
mission.  Local  parishes  had  no  respon¬ 
sibility  or  concern  for  mission. 

Orders  provided  missionaries 

In  the  16th  century  the  Franciscans, 
Dominicans  and  Jesuits  were  the  great 
"missionary  orders,”  or  “societies.”  By 
the  20th  century  many  orders  such  as  the 
Maryknollers  provided  missionaries. 
Roman  Catholic  support  societies  filled 
the  funding  vacuum  created  by  dis¬ 
appearing  royal  treasuries. 

Meanwhile,  Protestantism  rejected 
monasticism,  which  was  the  church’s 
only  missionary  structure  for  1000  years. 
Caught  up  with  other  concerns  through 
their  great  state  churches,  Protestants 
reflected  no  missionary  interest  beyond 
the  Christian  world.  With  a  few  ex¬ 
ceptions,  including  the  Danish-Halle  and 
Moravian  Missions,  Protestant  mission 
societies  for  the  evangelization  of  non- 
Christians  overseas  did  not  emerge  until 
the  eve  of  the  19th  century,  with  Carey’s 
English  Baptist  Missionary  Society  in 
1792.  The  Anglican  Society  for  the  Propa¬ 
gation  of  the  Gospel,  under  which  John 
Wesley  went  to  Georgia,  was  predomi¬ 
nantly  for  British  colonists. 

The  state  churches  of  Europe  and 
Britain  accepted  self-generated  volun¬ 
tary  mission  societies.  They  were  not 
structurally  or  officially  part  of  the 
church  but  they  drew  upon  a  church  con¬ 
stituency.  Thus  emerged  the  “evan¬ 
gelical  Anglican”  Church  Missionary 
Society  (CMS)  (1799)  and  the  territorial 
societies  in  Germany  (e.g.,  the  Berlin 
Mission.  1824).  To  this  day,  the  Church  of 
England  has  no  “official”  mission  board, 
but  Anglicans  support  several  voluntary 
mission  societies  such  as  the  Church  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society. 

America  produced  something  new 

The  American  experience  produced 
something  new.  The  churches  of  the 
young  nation  found  themselves  living  in 
mission  on  and  to  the  frontier  and  dis¬ 
covered  that  mission  is  integral  to  the  life 
of  the  church.  Consequently,  they 
created  denominational  mission  boards. 
Quite  new  in  historical  terms,  they  sym¬ 
bolize  structurally  the  missionary 
dimension  in  the  life  of  a  church  and  its 
members. 

As  a  result,  deep  in  the  psyche  of 
America’s  mainstream  Protestant 
churches  lies  the  conviction  that  a 
denominational  mission  board  (and  in 
some  cases  its  distinct  but  incorporated 
W'omen's  Society)  is  an  essential  element 
in  church  witness  and  unity.  Any  breach 
of  this  pattern  tends  to  evoke  a  theolo¬ 
gical  and  a  visceral  fear. 

As  a  case  in  point:  when  the  Baptist 
Missionary  Society  in  Boston  in  1844 
refused  to  accept  slaveholders  as  mis¬ 
sionaries,  Southern  Baptists  formed 
their  own  convention.  To  this  day,  when 
representatives  from  among  the  array  of 


independent  societies  and  faith  missions 
come  into  congregations  of  a  connec- 
tional  church,  the  experience  often  is 
painful. 

This  may  help  to  indicate  why  what  the 
Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists 
regards  as  a  required,  prophetic  “sup¬ 
plement”  outside  the  structure  provides 
so  much  anxiety  among  those  re¬ 
sponsible  for  that  structure. 

The  existence  of  the  Mission  Society 
raises  several  questions  of  principle  — 
theological  and  administrative.  Can  a 
“supplemental”  or  “alternative” 
mission  agency  exist  within  the  UMC’s 
board  structure?  If  so,  and  on  what 
grounds,  should  efforts  be  made  to 
enable  that  step?  If  it  is  judged  wise, 
should  the  supplemental  body  be,  with 
the  needed  adaptations,  the  present 
Mission  Society? 

If  not,  what  questions  of  relational  re¬ 
sponsibility  can  be  explored  mutually,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  strains  created  by 
each  body  for  the  other?  What  are  the 

TUB  BREAKQOWH  IN 
TOOW6  MORAL 
4TANPAZCK  19 
UH&£U£VA*L£ 


likely  effects  on  the  UMC’s  episcopal 
appointive  system  and  conference  struc¬ 
ture? 

Current  comparisons  of  the  founding  of 
the  Mission  Society  with  the  Women’s 
Societies  and  the  Church  Mission  Society 
as  supplemental  Missions  agencies  leave 
much  to  be  desired. 

A  more  instructive  analogy  for  today’s 
problem  and  opportunity  can  be  found  in 
the  latter  decades  of  the  19th  century  in 
William  Taylor’s  self-supporting  Meth¬ 
odist  missions.  Without  efforts  to 
cooperate  with  official  church  programs 
already  in  place,  Mr.  Taylor  planted  mis¬ 
sions  in  India,  Latin  America,  and 
Africa.  In  the  first  two  areas,  he  aroused 
episcopal  ire. 

Refusing  to  desist  and  “regularize,” 
Mr.  Taylor  was  “located.”  Yet  in  a  few 
years  a  General  Conference  made  him  a 
bishop  and  appointed  him  for  “Africa.” 
The  fruits  of  his  missions  that  remain 
today  form  a  noteworthy  part  of  World 
Methodism. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Present  hymnal  unused 


To  the  Editor: 

Production  of  a  new  hymnal  seems  un¬ 
necessary  when  so  much  of  our  excellent 
existing  hymnal  is  unused.  Chants  and 
versicles  remain  undiscovered.  Few  con¬ 
gregations  enjoy  the  musical  portions  re¬ 
lated  to  Holy  Communion.  For  a  people 
trained  in  public  school  music  to  sing  on¬ 
ly  the  Gloria  and  Doxology  seems  to  be 
an  insult.  Catholics,  Jews,  Lutherans, 
Episcopalians  and  Christian  Scientists 
are  among  those  with  far  greater  person¬ 
al  participation.  The  Lutheran  and  Epis¬ 
copal  liturgies  are  my  favorites. 

If  any  pastor  on  earth  has  imple¬ 
mented  a  liturgical  service  using  por¬ 
tions  of  our  hymnal,  I  would  travel  there 
and  offer  to  sing  in  the  choir,  or  serve  the 
church  in  some  humble  way. 

After  college  years  of  singing  in  an 
Episcopal  choir,  I  have  been  a  lifetime 
Methodist,  always  searching  for  the  one 
hour  of  liturgical  worship  other  than  the 
general  Protestant  service,  which  seems 
like  a  glorified  Sunday  School. 

Having  found  a  personal  faith  in  and 
through  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Ohio 
Wesleyan  University,  I  delight  in  our  An¬ 
glican  heritage  through  John  and  the 
other  Wesleys.  Each  trip  through  the  Bri¬ 
tish  Isles,  Australia  and  New  Zealand 
confirms  this.  Why  do  Methodists  fail  to 
claim  a  rightful  inheritance  through  the 
Wesleys? 

We  could  make  a  good  beginning 
through  fullest  possible  enjoyment  of  our 
present  hymnal.'  .  „  , 

Dwight  M.  Burkam 
Ft.  Lauderdale,  Florida 

President  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  the  article  headlined 
"Religion  and  presidential  hopefuls”  by 
Charles  Austin  (UMR,  Feb.  17). 

In  this  article  Mr.  Austin  said,  “Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan  had  relatively  little  formal 
contact  with  religion  until  he  came  to 
public  life,  but  he  considers  himself  an 
‘evangelical’  and  has  vigorously  courted 
the  votes  of  that  segment  of  American 
Protestantism.” 

I  suggest  Mr.  Austin  should  check  his 
facts  better. 

As  a  former  resident  of  Dixon,  Illinois, 
where  President  Reagan  grew  up,  I  know 
that  Ronald  Reagan’s  mother  was  a  fine, 


active  Christian.  His  father  and  brother 
were  Catholics.  Ronald  Reagan  was  also 
very  active  in  the  youth  activities  of  the 
Christian  Church  until  he  left  Dixon. 

I  think  Mr.  Reagan  has  consistently  ex¬ 
pressed  his  belief  in  God  and  the  good 
Christian  ethics  instilled  in  him  as  a  child 
—  by  his  wonderful  mother. 

I’m  not  sure  just  what  is  meant  by 
“formal  contact  with  religion,"  but  I  do 
know  that  Ronald  Reagan’s  informal  re¬ 
ligion  is  the  kind  that  could  benefit  a 
great  many  people  —  including  many 
members  of  the  press. 

The  implication  that  he  uses  religion  to 
get  votes  is  an  unworthy  statement.  I  am 
surprised  to  find  such  comments  in  a 
church  publication. 

Bet,hel  Bishop 
Port  Richey,  Florida 


itself  began  when  a  sincere  minister  and; 
his  followers  were  forced  out  of  the 
established  church.  Can  we  lustily  cele¬ 
brate  the  200th  anniversary  of  Meth- . 
odism  while  at  the  same  time  seeking  to . 
crush  the  same  type  of  “enthusiasm”  and 
evangelical  fervor  that  created  the 
Methodist  movement?  Are  we  to  forget 
our  heritage  and  repeat  the  mistake  of 
the  Church  of  England  in  the  mid¬ 
eighteenth  century? 

Note  also  the  situation  in  the  Methodist 
church  in  England  in  the  mid-19th  cen¬ 
tury  which  brought  about  the  formation  of 
the  Salvation  Army.  The  church  was  too . 
rigid  to  make  a  place  for  a  committed  evan¬ 
gelical  movement  led  by  General  William . 
Booth.  Other  examples  where  an  institu-  * 
tional  establishment  has  been  insensitive 
to  the  winds  of  change  and  the  move- ' 
ments  of  the  Holy  Spirit  could  be  cited. 

Wesley  trieti  to  stay 

Note  also  how  both  Wesley  and  Booth, 
tried  to  stay  within  their  church  struc¬ 
tures.  The  leaders  in  the  new  Mission 
Society  for  United  Methodists  want  to 
stay  in  the  UMC.  Will  the  closed  men¬ 
tality  of  much  of  the  United  Methodist 
establishment  eventually  force  them  to 
decide  that  they  would  be  better  off  in  a 
new  church  of  their  own?  It  is  in  fact  pri¬ 
marily  the  intransigence  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  —  mainly  the  General  Board  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries  —  which  has  forced  the 
formation  of  this  independent  sending 
agency  in  the  first  place.  The  move  has; 
been  in  the  making  for  a  decade  or  more. 
The  last  two  quadrennia  have  seen  the 
lines  steadily  harden  with  each  side 
insisting  that  it  fully  understands  the 
other  but  that  it  has  done  all  that  it  can. 

One  cannot  help  but  be  reminded  of  the 
hardening  relationships  during  the  past 
four  years  between  the  United  States  and 
Russia,  with  the  U.S.  President  on  our 
side  and  the  leaders  of  Russia  on  the 
other  side  insisting  respectively  that 
each  has  done  and  is  doing  all  it  can,  and 
that  the  fault  lies  altogether  with  the 
other  side.  Add  to  the  “missions”  issue 
other  divisive  issues  like  homosexuality, 
funding  policies,  the  role  of  the  church  in 
society,  differing  assessments  of  “Marx¬ 
ism,”  “socialism,"  etc.  and  you  have  the 
seeds  of  a  full  blown  split. 

A  way  to  avoid  split 

Yet,  there  is  a  way  to  avoid  such  a 
split.  Our  church’s  leadership  can  learn 
from  Methodism’s  own  history,  and:  (1) 
alter  its  stand  on  rigid  connectional  con¬ 
formity;  (2)  accept  genuine  pluralism  in- 
the  church;  (3)  recognize  that  the  in¬ 
transigence  of  the  General  Board  of  GIo* 
bal  Ministries  and  its  staff  are  to  a  large 
extent  to  blame  for  the  present  cfljsis; 
and  (4)  be  willing  to  eat  a  sizeable  help¬ 
ing  of  humble  pie  by  reaching  out  to 
bring  these  people  of  Christian  zeal  and 
commitment  into  the  fold  of  the  church 
and  its  missionary  task. 

We  lost  51,929  members  in  1982.  Let’s 
not  lose  any  more.  But  above  all,  let  us  be 
Christian.  Let  us  seek  unity  “with  all  low¬ 
liness  and  meekness,  with  longsuffering, 
forbearing  one  another  in  love,  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
bond  of  peace.”  (Ephesians  4:2-3).  This 
new  mission  agency  would  be  a  wonder¬ 
ful  addition  to  our  program  of  world 
missions.  Let  us  welcome  their  zeal.  I  see 
no  reason  why  the  Global  Ministries  and 
the  new  agency  cannot  work  whole¬ 
heartedly  together.  In  fact,  radical 
though  it  may  sound  —  too  radical  per¬ 
haps  for  those  at  475  Riverside  Drive  — 
why  could  not  the  new  agency  become  a 
part  of  the  overseas  evangelistic  arm  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries? 

If  Global  Ministries  cannot  go  this  far, 
it  should  at  least  take  the  advice  of  the 
learned  Jewish  scholar  Gamaliel:  “For 
if  this  .  .  .  work  be  of  men,  it  will  come  to 
naught;  but  if  it  be  of  God  you  cannot 
overthrow  it;”  (Acts  5:38-39).  Or  we 
might  remember  the  words  of  our  Lord, 
“He  that  is  not  against  us  is  for  us  ” 
(Luke  9:30). 

William  M.  Pickard  Jr.  is  Chairman 
of  the  Religion  and  Philosophy  Depart¬ 
ment  at  Huntingdon  College  in  Montgom¬ 
ery,  Alabama  and  a  former  missionary 
for  16 years  in  the  Philippines. 


“MY  SAVINGS 
ARE  HELPING 
TO  BUILD 
CHURCHES” 


While  Martha  Pinckney,  Secretary,  is  at  work,  her  savings  are 
helping  to  build  churches.  She  believes  it  is  good  stewardship  to 
invest  in  the  United  Methodist  Development  Fund.  More  than  2500 
other  United  Methodists  die  certificate  holders  in  UMDF.  An  in¬ 
vestment  can  be  made  for  $100  or  more. 

UMDF  people  know  their  money  is  safe.  Their  rate  of  return  is 
9  percent  per  annum  and  funds  can  be  withdrawn  whenever  needed. 
Best  of  all,  UMDF  people  know  their  money  is  being  used  to  help 
churches  expand  their  ministries  and  create  Christian  communities. 

Write  today  to  find  out  how  you  can  join  the  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund. 


The  offering  is  made  by  Prospectus  only, 
limited  to  states  where  the  fund  is  exempt 
or  registered.  Call  or  write  for  a  free 
prospectus  and  further  information. 


Ms.  Nova  Langston 

UNITED  METHODIST  DEVEOPMENT 
FUND 

Room  303-4D,  475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  NY  10115 

(Phone  212-870-3856) 
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Mission  philosophy  ‘crisis’:  can  it  be  resolved? 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

THE  BACKGROUND:  Last  fall,  a  few  dozen  United  Methodists  drawn 
primarily  from  large  congregations  decided  to  form  their  own  missionary¬ 
sending  agency:  the  Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists. 

They  said  it  would  be  based  on  the  “traditional  Wesleyan  theology”  which 
they  feel  is  lacking  in  the  mission  philosophy  and  practices  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Global  Ministries  leaders  and  many  UM  bishops  have  warned  that  such 
separatism  threatens  (1)  to  undermine  the  whole  system  of  financial 
support  for  official  church  programs;  (2)  to  break  down  the  denomination’s 
administrative  order;  and  (3)  to  create  conflicting  expressions  of  the 
church’s  witness  in  the  world. 

But  many  bishops  also  are  blaming  Global  Ministries  for  provoking  the 
formation  of  the  Mission  Society  by  virtually  shutting  out  the  voice  and 
representation  of  a  large  segment  of  United  Methodists  in  the  board’s 
missions  endeavors. 

These  developments  place  the  denomination  into  a  “crisis,”  groups  of 
bishops  have  said  after  discussing  the  situation  in  regional  meetings. 

.  Several  general  church  leaders  and  observers  are  predicting  that  the 
issues  surrounding  this  mission  philosophy  controversy  will  be  a  primary 
focal  point  of  debate  at  the  1984  General  Conference  in  May. 

In  the  analytical  articles  filling  this  page,  the  Reporter  attempts  to  define 
the  issues  which  divide  Global  Ministries  and  Mission  Society  leaders,  as 
well  as  positions  on  which  they  agree.  Related  articles  on  page  2  offer 
varying  perspectives  on  these  issues. 


THE  QUESTION:  “What  would  it 
take  for  you  all  to  cooperate  with  each 
other  —  to  avoid  a  prolonged  period  of 
controversy  and  divided  effort?” 

This  question  was  asked  in  several 
variations  during  a  four-hour  forum  on 
Feb.  24  in  Dallas.  Editors  of  annual  con¬ 
ference  editions  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  asked  it  of  H.  T.  Maclin,  chief 
executive  of  the  Mission  Society,  and 
Peggy  Billings,  chief  executive  of  the 
World  Division  of  Global  Ministries. 

THE  ANSWERS:  “We  will  be  just  as 
cooperative  as  Global  Ministries  will  per¬ 
mit,”  Mr.  Maclin  said.  “We  want  to 
supplement  its  efforts,  not  compete.  ” 

Ms.  Billings,  however,  said  her  ability 
to  cooperate  is  limited  by  past  General 
Conference  legislation  which  has  deter¬ 
mined  that  Global  Ministries  should  be 
the  one  mission-sending  and  coordinat¬ 
ing  agency  of  the  denomination. 

No  matter  how  cooperative  leaders  of 
this  separate  agency  might  say  they 
intend  to  be,  §he  indicated,  the  very  exis¬ 
tence  of  the  Mission  Society  is  an  uncoop¬ 
erative  act.  Any  support  it  receives  from 
UM  congregations  would  threaten  a  re¬ 
duction  of  their  support  for  the  official 
missions  effort,  she  said.  She  also 
expressed  fear  of  competition  for  mis¬ 
sion  personnel. 

Mr.  Maclin  asked  her:  “If  we  give 
assurances  we  won’t  raid  your  personnel 
and  will  rely  totally  on  voluntary  funds 
(and  ask  churches  to  pay  all  their 
denominational  obligations),  would  that 
make  us  acceptable?  Is  there  any  room 
for  an  alternate  or  supplemental 
agency?  Mustiwe  have  one  and  only  one 
w^y to  missions T” 

“Yes,”  Ms.  Billings  replied,  “there  is 
only  one  way  (to  missions)  —  the  World 
Division  —  until  and  unless  General  Con¬ 
ference  says  otherwise.  To  this  point,  it 
has  said  no  to  separate  structures.” 

Why  not  use  channels? 

Many  United  Methodists,  including 
Ms.  Billings,  are  suggesting  that  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  would  best  show  a  cooper¬ 
ative  spirit  by  giving  up  plans  to  send 
missionaries  and  fighting  for  its  point  of 
view  through  the  denomination’s  demo¬ 


cratic  decision-making  processes. 

A  background  paper  recently  sent  to 
the  1984  General  Conference  delegates  by 
Global  Ministries  stated:  “In  terms  of  a 
basic  princinle,  the  differences  between 


(Global  Ministries)  and  (the  Mission 
Society)  about  the  need  for  overseas  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  not  that  great.  ” 

The  most  concrete  reason  given  by  orga¬ 
nizers  for  forming  the  Mission  Society  is 
that  it  would  respond  to  the  appeals  of 
overseas  Methodist  leaders  who  say  they 
need  more  missionaries  and  aren't  getting 
adequate  help  from  Global  Ministries. 

But  at  the  same  time  the  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  was  being  formed  last  fall.  Global 
Ministries  was  revving  up  a  new  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  campaign  to  raise  $2  mil¬ 
lion  to  recruit  and  send  perhaps  50  more 
missionaries,  with  plans  to  send  even 
more  next  year. 

(One  Global  Ministries  official  offered 
to  the  Reporter  the  wistful  thought  that 
the  current  controversy  might  have  been 
avoided  if  this  new  campaign  had  begun 
six  months  earlier.) 

Numerous  leaders  of  the  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  have  argued  with  Global  Ministries 
officials  for  10  years  —  both  individually 
and  in  other  groups  about  the  need  to 
send  more  UM  missionaries  as  the  num¬ 
ber  overseas  fell  from  the  nearly  2,000  in 
1960  to  about  500  today. 

Global  Ministries  officials  have  offered 
various  explanations  for  the  cutback, 
including  the  claim  that  overseas 
Methodist  churches  were  not  asking  for 
more  missionaries  from  the  U.S.  as  they 
developed  their  own  indigenous  leader- 


Rise  in  UM  gifts  from 
7  annual  conferences* 
1972-82 


334% 


*Central  Illinois, 
Florida,  Holston, 
Northwest  Texas, 
Texas,  New  Mexico, 
Central  Pennsylvania 


Inside  UMCchannels 


Outside 

channels 


UM  Irentl  away  from  undesignated  giving 

Reporter  Staff  Special 


The  trend  for  United  Methodist 
churches  is  toward  contributing  money 
to  specified  projects  (arrows  above  at 
right  and  center),  even  if  it  means  going 
outside  denominational  channels,  says 
the  Rev.  H.  T.  Maclin,  head  of  the  newly- 
formed  Mission  Society  for  United  Meth¬ 
odists. 

The  chart  above  illustrates  what  Mr. 
Maclin  says  he  learned  on  a  recent  after¬ 
noon  in  an  Atlanta  library.  The  seven 
annual  conferences  were  chosen  because 
they  were  the  only  ones  for  which  com¬ 
plete  statistics  were  available,  he  says. 

During  the  last  decade,  the 
conferences  have  fallen  far  behind 
inflation  in  their  giving  (arrow  at  left)  to 
World  Service,  United  Methodism’s 


apportioned  fund  for  benevolent  and 
administrative  work.  General  Confer¬ 
ence  allocates  those  funds  to  general 
agencies,  each  of  which  uses  its  own  dis¬ 
cretion  in  deciding  how  they  will  be 
spent. 

The  arrow  at  center  represents  the 
dynamic  rise  in  giving  through  the 
UMC’s  Advance  Specials  (second-mile 
giving)  in  which  churches  can  specify 
exactly  what  their  contributions  will 
support. 

The  skyrocketing  arrow  at  right 
represents  the  benevolent  contributions 
local  churches  list  under  categories 
called  “benevolences  given  direct”  in 
some  conferences  and  “not  through  UM 
channels”  in  others. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


ship.  Also  some  money  that  might  have 
paid  for  more  missionaries  instead  went 
as  block  grants  for  indigenous  personnel, 
Ms.  Billings  said. 

But  the  Mission  Society  apparently 
has  won  that  debate.  Global  Ministries 
leaders  now  say  they  agree  more 
missionaries  are  needed. 

“During  the  mid-’70s,  hostility  to  mis¬ 
sionaries  from  overseas  governments 
and  churches  reached  its  peak,”  says 
Stephen  F.  Brimigion,  Global  Ministries 
treasurer.  “Then  all  of  a  sudden,  white 
missionaries  became  less  unpopular. 
You  could  see  the  attitude  change  as 
clear  as  day.” 

Gatekeepers  the  problem? 

With  most  Mission  Society  leaders 
saying  they  really  are  very  fond  of  the 
majority  of  United  Methodism’s  mission¬ 
aries  and  with  the  new  Global  Ministries 
push  to  send  more  missionaries,  some 
editors  at  the  Reporter’s  forum  told  Mr. 
Maclin  they  couldn’t  understand  why  his 
group  doesn’t  just  throw  all  its  efforts 
behind  Global  Ministries. 

The  problem,  he  said  then  and  other 
Mission  Society  leaders  have  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  since,  is  the  “gatekeepers”  —  the 
executives  at  Global  Ministries’  New 
York  City  headquarters  who  contribute 
so  much  to  the  philosophy  under  which 
missions  are  carried  out. 

And  the  problem  with  the  “gate¬ 
keepers”  is  that  the  range  of  theologies 
they  hold  is  quite  narrow,  critics  claim. 

Mission  Society  leaders  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  they  have  almost  no  con¬ 
fidence  that  the  New  York  executives 
will  reflect  the  theological  pluralism  of 
the  denomination  in  their  decisions.  If 
the  board  of  directors  had  filled  just  one 
recently  vacant  major  position  with  a 
person  acceptable  to  “evangelical”  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  —  if  not  one  of  them  —  the 
Mission  Society  probably  would  not  have 
been  formed,  several  said. 

“When  there  is  nobody  at  the  top  who 
shares  our  view  that  the  chief  aim  of  mis¬ 
sion  should  be  the  salvation  of  persons’ 
souls  through  the  blood  shed  by  Jesus 
Christ,  we’ve  got  an  unbelievable 
gulf, ’’said  the  Rev.  Philip  Hinerman, 
pastor  of  Park  Avenue  UMC  in  Minnea¬ 
polis,  a  Mission  Society  supporter  and  a 
long-time  leader  in  the  debate  with  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries. 

Although  many  missionaries  endorse 
that  “salvation”  theology,  large  num¬ 
bers  of  them  will  have  to  retire  during 
the  next  decade,  he  said.  Unless  more 
theological  pluralism  is  represented 
among  the  New  York  “gatekeepers,”  the 
missionary  replacements  aren’t  likely  to 
have  the  same  conviction  about  sal¬ 
vation,  Dr.  Hinerman  contended. 

Why  is  Global  Ministries  lacking  in  the 
kind  of  executive  “gatekeepers”  in 
whom  the  “evangelicals”  and  “tradition¬ 
alists”  of  the  Mission  Society  would  have 
confidence?  Is  it  because  the  Mission 
Society  represents  only  a  tiny  percentage 
of  United  Methodists? 

Mr.  Maclin  maintains  that  the  Mission 
Society  represents  the  views  of  what  may 
be  the  biggest  minority  group  in  the 
denomination.  As  substantiation  of  that, 
he  points  to  a  massive  amount  of  United 
Methodist  contributions  going  outside  the 
denomination  to  independent  missions 
groups  which  he  says  espouse  evan¬ 
gelical  Wesleyan  theology  similar  to  that 
of  the  Mission  Society. 


Funding: 


Fears  expressed  that  new  mission  society 
may  draw  UMs’  money  from  World  Service 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
In  a  crowded  Kissimmee,  Fla.,  motel 
room  in  January,  top  leaders  of  the  new,, 
independent  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists  argued  about  what  they 
would  advise  society-supporting  con¬ 
gregations  to  do  about  payments  to 
official  United  Methodist  funds. 

Jackets  were  cast  aside,  collars  open 
and  the  brainstorming  debate  within  the 
fledgling  society  earnest. 

Equally  earnest  are  the  concerns  of 
United  Methodist  leaders  about  what  the 
society  ultimately  will  advise  its  sup¬ 
porters  to  do.  Many  fear  that  a  dollar 
given  to  the  Mission  Society  will  be  a 
dollar  less  given  by  a  congregation  to  the 


denomination’s  official  programs. 

Annual  conference  editors  at  the 
recent  Reporter  forum  discussion  ex¬ 
pressed  fear  about  that. 

Each  UM  congregation  is  expected  to 
pay  its  apportioned  fair  share  of  the 
benevolent  and  administrative  costs  of 
the  general  church  through  the  World 
Service  fund. 

A  few  editors  said  some  persons  in 
their  conferences  believe  the  purpose  of 
the  Mission  Society  is  to  enable  con¬ 
gregations  to  switch  their  payments 
from  World  Service  to  the  missionary 
endeavors  of  the  Mission  Society. 

Refusing  to  pay  the  World  Service 
apportionment  has  been  some  churches’ 


form  of  protest  in  recent  years  when  they 
became  miffed  at  the  UMC’s  national 
agencies  about  one  thing  or  another. 

Boycott  said  inappropriate 

Back  at  that  January  motel  room  ses¬ 
sion,  somebody  eventually  broached  the 
idea  of  the  Mission  Society  advocating  a 
boycott  of  World  Service. 

One  minister  removed  his  feet  from  a 
coffee  table  cluttered  with  room  service 
trays  and  exclaimed:  “I  don’t  see  how 
we’re  ever  going  to  get  their  attention  at 
Global  Ministries  unless  we  hit  their 
pocketbooks.  I  think  we’ve  got  to  con¬ 
sider  suggesting  to  churches  that  they 
boycott  World  Service.” 

A  couple  of  people  seemed  to  agree. 

But  the  overwhelming  sentiment 
among  the  Mission  Society  leaders  was 
opposition  to  the  boycott  suggestion. 

One  minister  stood  to  make  the  pre¬ 
vailing  argument.  A  boycott  of  World  Ser¬ 
vice  would  be  inappropriate,  if  for  no  other 
reason,  he  said  because  it  would  deeply 
harm  all  other  UM  general  agencies 
while  barely  touching  Global  Ministries 
which  has  many  other  sources  of  funds. 

World  Service  minor  to  BGM 

In  fact,  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
—  unlike  other  UM  agencies  —  depends 
relatively  little  on  the  contributions  of 
United  Methodists  to  World  Service. 

In  1983,  less  than  13  percent  ($3 
million)  of  the  funds  for  Global 
Ministries’  World  Division  came  from 
World  Service. 

About  23  percent  ($5.4  million)  of  the 
UMC’s  overseas  missions  support  is  pro¬ 
vided  by  United  Methodist  Women 
groups  around  the  nation.  But  both  this 
source  and  World  Service  funding  over 
the  last  decade  have  remained  at  a 
nearly  constant  dollar  level.  Considering 
inflation,  the  buying  power  of  World  Ser¬ 
vice  and  United  Methodist  Women  con¬ 
tributions  has  fallen  by  nearly  half, 
according  to  Global  Ministries  treasurer 
Stephen  F.  Brimigion. 

“It  is  quite  a  feat  for  us  still  to  be  in 
9,000  ministries  worldwide  even  with  this 
decline  in  buying  power.”  he  says. 

United  Methodists  now  send  most  of 


their  World  Division  contributions 
through  Advance  Specials  in  which  they 
can  designate  the  specific  missionary  or 
mission  project  they  wish  to  support. 

Advance  contributions  constitute'  40 
percent  ($9.4  million)  of  World  Division’s 
income.  (The  rest  comes  from 
investment  income,  bequests,  etc.) 

“Gatekeepers”  avoided 

Ironically,  many  churches  whose 
pastors  are  leaders  in  the  independent 
Mission  Society  are  among  the  most 
generous  contributors  to  the  World  Divi¬ 
sion  through  the  Advance. 

Of  these  pastors  who  have  been  inter¬ 
viewed  by  the  Reporter,  nearly  all  say 
they  have  a  great  deal  of  confidence  in 
most  United  Methodist  missionaries  and 
intend  to  continue  to  channel  money  to 
them  through  the  Advance. 

They  say  such  designated  giving 
enables  them  to  by-pass  “gatekeeper” 
executives  at  the  New  York  head¬ 
quarters  in  whom  the  dissident  pastors 
say  they  have  little  confidence. 

Mr.  Brimigion  of  Global  Ministries 
notes  that  this  may  be  a  somewhat  empty 
strategy  since  Global  Ministries’  staff 
and  directors  also  are  involved  in  decid¬ 
ing  what  projects  may  receive  Advance 
contributions  and  in  setting  maximum 
limits  on  each. 

Nonetheless,  Global  Ministries  leaders 
have  lamented  the  decreasing  percentage 
of  undesignated  dollars  available  to  use 
at  their  own  discretion. 

Several  Mission  Society  leaders, 
including  H.  T.  Maclin,  have  stated 
publicly  that  the  society  will  encourage 
congregations  to  continue  to  support  the 
Advance  with  designated  contributions. 

They  also  have  said  they  won’t  ask 
churches  to  withhold  money  from  World 
Service  or  to  take  their  Mission  Society 
contributions  from  what  otherwise  would 
go  to  World  Service. 

But  while  some  Mission  Society 
leaders  have  said  they  will  advocate  that 
local  churches  pay  their  full  World  Ser¬ 
vice  apportionment  in  full  before  sending 
any  money  to  the  Mission  Society,  many 
stop  short  of  making  that  pledge. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
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He  says  his  studies  have  indicated  that 
UM  churches  may  send  as  much  money 
to  those  independent  agencies  as  they 
send  to  Global  Ministries’  World  Divi¬ 
sion. 

General  Conference  options? 

There  are  many  ways  in  which  the 
General  Conference  could  deal  with 
these  issues.  At  this  time,  no  specific 
formal  proposals  have  emerged. 

Some  of  the  informal  suggestions  have 
included:  (1)  Forbid  the  Mission  Society 
from  using  “United  Methodists”  in  its 
name;  (2)  approve  the  Mission  Society 
as  an  official  supplementary  —  but  vol¬ 
untarily  funded  —  agency;  (3)  incorpor¬ 
ate  the  goals  of  the  Mission  Society,  if  not 
some  of  the  personnel,  into  a  new  “evan¬ 
gelical”  division  of  Global  Ministries; 


or  (4)  encourage  churches  to  give  mis¬ 
sions  contributions  only  to  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

It  will  be  anything  but  simple  to  bridge 
the  disagreements  that  have  created  this 
“crisis”  in  United  Methodism’s  con- 
nectional  system,  and  in  its  claim  for 
theological  pluralism. 

But  like  the  Reporter  editors  group, 
many  are  looking  for  a  means  of  bringing 
the  divergent  positions  together. 

The  UMC’s  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  surveyed  delegates  to  the  1984  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  and  found  their  chief 
hopes  for  the  conference  are  that  it 
somehow  will  bring  about  unity  within 
the  church  and  that  it  will  help  return  the 
denomination  to  an  evangelism 
emphasis  based  on  scriptural  foun¬ 
dations. 


H.  T.  Maclin 


Peggy  Billings 


Issues: 


On  some  points 
agreement,  but ... 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
Chief  executives  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  official  overseas  missions 
arm  and  of  the  unofficial,  new  mission 
society  find  themselves  in  agreement 
on  several  major  issues. 

But  distinct  differences  in  emphasis 
in  their  answers  to  questions  may  be  a 
key  to  understanding  why  they  no 
longer  are  employees  of  the  same 
organization. 


The  following  excerpts  are  from  a 
recent  four-hour  forum  at  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  Dallas  headquarters.  The 
featured  guests  were  Peggy  Billings, 
top  executive  of  the  World  Division  of 
United  Methodism’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  and  the  Rev. 
H.  T.  Maclin,  formerly  also  a  Global 
Ministries  staff  member  and  now 
head  of  the  new  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists. 


Theology 

Both  said  their  theology  of  missions  includes  the  belief  that  mission  activity 
should  endeavor  to  meet  people’s  social  needs,  to  change  oppressive  systems 
and  to  preach  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  individuals.  But  they  also  said. 


MACLIN:  A  narrow  form  of  liber¬ 
ation  theology  is  dominant  among 
Global  Ministries  staff  executives.  It 
has  universalism  at  its  base  and 
Marxist  analysis  as  its  tool. 

Universalism  believes  all  people 
everywhere  ultimately  will  be 
redeemed.  So  you  spend  your  time 
making  things  better  for  the  here  and 
now.  While  that  is  a  worthy  goal,  if  we 
no  longer  believe  Jesus  was  truly  God 
in  human  form  and  the  object  of  His 
work  was  lost  humanity  .  .  .  and 
unless  we  address  oppressive  systems 
by  bringing  fundamental  changes  in 
the  lifestyles  and  hearts  of  indi¬ 
viduals,  we’ll  just  keep  on  replacing 
one  oppressive  system  with  another 
.  .  .  Personal  repentence  and  forgive¬ 
ness  of  sins  are  the  roots  of  the  faith. 


BILLINGS:  Wesley  gave  us  a  great 
example  of  a  church  that  cares  not 
just  for  the  private  heart  but  public 
needs  as  well .  .  .  The  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  identified  with  the  poor 
and  oppressed.  Those  aren’t  Marxist 
terms.  Those  are  biblical  terms. 

The  Christian  faith  is  made  real  in 
people  and  physical  things.  And  it 
speaks  to  people  and  to  powers  and 
principalities  that  form  the  context  of 
our  lives  with  their  capacity  for  good 
and  efil.  The  Christian  faith  is  a  mis¬ 
sionary  faith.  We  are  called  to  reach 
out  to  share  the  experience  of  God’s 
love  revealed  most  clearly  in  the  active 
and  sacrificial  love  of  Jesus  Christ. 


Economics  and  Politics 

Both  said  all  economic  and  political  systems  stand  under  the  judgment  of  God 
and  that  missionaries  should  not  push  their  own  ideologies  and  philosophies  on 
people  in  other  lands.  But  they  also  said : 


MACLIN:  We  happen  to  live  under 
capitalism.  Despite  all  that  is  said 
about  the  evils  of  capitalism  —  and  no 
one  can  deny  there  are  evils  in  this 
and  every  system  —  funds  from  this 
capitalist  system  provide  the  neces¬ 
sary  wherewithal  for  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  to  do  what  it  is 
doing. 

True,  capitalism  has  its  flaws,  but  I 
don’t  notice  an  awful  lot  of  people 
trying  to  get  away  from  it  into  lands 
dominated  by  other  ideologies. 


BILLINGS:  We  believe  our  society 
has  as  many  marks  of  unfaithfulness 
as  any  other  society  and  must  be 
called  to  accountability  for  its  be¬ 
havior  ...  I’m  not  going  to  stand  up 
here  and  tell  you  that  I’m  not  a  Marx¬ 
ist  because  I  really  think  it  would  be 
insulting  for  me  to  do  that.  I  know  you 
didn’t  ask  me  that  question,  but  it  gets 
asked.  .  .  it  gets  implied. 

We  need  to  move  beyond  using 
catch  words  that  arouse  the  fears  and 
suspicions  of  people  who  don't  under¬ 
stand.  We  need  to  talk  about  the  real 
issues  .  .  .  Marxism  is  an  economic 
theory.  Liberation  theology  is  not  an 
attempt  at  economics  but  at  theology. 


Missionary  Funding 

Both  stress  that  overseas  churches  are  asking  for  more  missionaries  and  that 
Global  Ministries  needs  to  recruit  and  send  more.  But  they  also  said: 


MACLIN:  (Responding  to  the  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries  policy  that  even  if  it  has 
enough  designated  funds  from  the  Ad¬ 
vance  to  send  more  missionaries,  it 
won’t  do  so  unless  it  has  funds  from 
World  Service  and  United  Methodist 
Women  to  pay  part  of  the  support:) 
With  just  my  little  seven-conference 
survey  (see  chart),  it  is  obvious  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  are  preferring  desig¬ 
nated  giving.  How  can  we  keep  up  in 
putting  people  on  the  mission  field 
when  we  require  even  a  little  bit  of 
undesignated  money  to  match  the  Ad¬ 
vance  funds  before  sending  mis¬ 
sionaries? 

I  don’t  see  this  as  a  theological  issue 
but  a  pragmatic  one  .  .  .  Why  should 
our  missionary-sending  be  hampered 
because  we  stick  to  a  funding  formula 
that  may  have  worked  at  one  time  but 
is  holding  us  back  now? 

I’m  not  suggesting  we  emulate  the 
Southern  Baptists  in  every  detail.  But 
their  missionary  group  has  grown 
(doubled  during  the  same  period  that 
United  Methodists’  number  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  has  fallen  by  two-thirds)  on 
the  philosophy  of  missional  activities 
being  backed  directly  by  con¬ 
gregations.  That,  of  course,  is  also 
how  the  Advance  works. 


BILLINGS:  We  say  each  mis¬ 
sionary  should  be  funded  from  a  com¬ 
bination  of  World  Service  (the  UMC’s 
central  benevolence  fund),  from 
United  Methodist  Women  and  from 
Advance  Specials  (second-mile 
giving). 

Our  problem  is  that  designated 
giving  (for  specific  projects  and  mis¬ 
sionaries)  through  the  Advance  is 
growing  while  the  other  two  aren’t .  .  . 
We  used  to  say  each  source  had  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  third  of  the  funds.  We've 
changed  that,  but  there’s  still  not 
enough  money  from  the  other  two 
funds  to  match  the  money  from  the 
Advance  .  .  .  We’re  sending  all  the 
people  we’re  able  to  fund  through  that 
method. 

We  do  not  belive  this  part  of  our 
philosophy  should  be  changed:  Mis¬ 
sionaries  should  not  be  funded  entirely 
from  designated  giving.  .  .  Theologic¬ 
ally,  that  is  not  a  justifiable  practice. 

Undesignated  giving  (World  Ser¬ 
vice  and  United  Methodist  Women) 
should  form  the  heart  of  the  church's 
outreach  because  it  is  a  flow  of  mater¬ 
ial  resources  in  love  out  of  one  group 
of  Christians  toward  others  without 
tags  ...  It  is  a  statement  of  trust  in 
the  church  to  spend  those  funds  in  the 
best  way  possible. 
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Christians  disagree 
on  prayer  amendment 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  Declaring 
that  ‘spiritual  nurturing  is  the  job  of  the 
family  and  religious  institutions,  not  pub¬ 
lic  schools,”  leaders  of  a  dozen  religious 
denominations  have  urged  the  Senate  to 
reject  any  constitutional  amendment 
sanctioning  prayer  in  the  schools. 

The  joint  statement,  signed  by  23  Prot¬ 
estant  and  Jewish  agency  officials,  came 
as  the  Senate  began  debate  on  the  issue 
on  March  2.  The  letter  kicked  off  a  main¬ 
stream  religious  effort  to  offset  a  lobby¬ 
ing  extravaganza  by  evangelical  groups 
that  support  a  prayer  amendment. 

Kicking  off  the  evangelical  campaign 
was  a  pep  rally  on  Feb.  29,  featuring 
athletic  and  entertainment  figures  like 
football  coach  Tom  Landry  and  former 
Harlem  Globetrotter  Meadowlark 
Lemon.  “The  Supreme  Court,  in  my  opin¬ 
ion,  took  God  out  of  every  part  of  our  life 
except  church,”  Mr.  Landry  declared,  as 
football  coach  Joe  Gibbs  argued  that  the 
prayer  amendment  was  needed  to  “put 
God  back  in  his  rightful  place  in  our  life.” 

The  statement  by  the  mainline  reli¬ 
gious  groups,  however,  rejected  that 
charge  by  asserting,  “No  Supreme  Court 
decision  has  ever  removed  God  or  reli¬ 
gion  from  the  public  schools.”  They  said 
the  court  decisions  did  not  take  away 
"the  right  to  pray  silently  or  orally  at  any 
time  in  the  school  day  so  long  as  that 
praying  does  not  disrupt  educational  ac¬ 
tivities.” 

What  the  court  ruled,  the  groups  added, 
is  that  the  constitutional  separation 
of  church  and  state  is  violated  “when  the 


government  directs  or  sponsors  the  time, 
content  or  manner  of  student  prayer.” 
The  denominational  leaders  also  opposed 
a  “silent  prayer”  amendment  because  it 
“entangles  the  state  in  establishing 
structured  time  for  religious  obser¬ 
vance.” 

Warning  of  possible  religious  conflict, 
they  stated:  “Students  who  do  not  wish  to 
listen  to  a  prayer  are  likely  to  be  isolated 
or  stigmatized  if  they  feel  compelled  to 
leave  the  room  while  prayer  is  oc¬ 
curring.”  The  letter  cited  the  "high  po¬ 
tential  for  divisiveness”  when  the 
prayers  are  “fully  consistent”  with  some 
students’  beliefs,  but  regarded  as  “theo¬ 
logically  deficient  or  even  blasphemous 
by  others.” 

On  the  other  hand,  the  statement  con¬ 
tinued:  “bland  ‘compromise’  incanta¬ 
tions  could  trivialize  and  demean  the 
spiritual  significance  of  prayer  itself.” 

The  religious  leaders  also  rejfected 
arguments  that  the  absence  of  “govern¬ 
ment-allowed”  prayer  in  public  schools 
represents  hostility  toward  religion. 
Rather,  they  said,  “It  is  merely  being 
vigorously  neutral  so  as  not  to  repeat  the 
mistakes  of  the  past  where  governments 
sought  to  make  their  citizens  pray  only  in 
the  form  and  to  the  God  those  govern¬ 
ments  deemed  acceptable.” 

A  head-on  confrontation  between  the 
two  sides  in  the  controversy  was  ex¬ 
pected  when  thousands  of  evangelical 
supporters  held  an  all-night  prayer  vigil 
on  the  steps  of  the  Capitol  while  main¬ 
line  Protestant  groups  staged  a  “counter¬ 
vigil.” 


Washington,  D.C.  —  As  members  of  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
listened  to  speeches  supporting  a  constitutional  amendment  permitting 
voluntary  prayer  in  public  schools,  supporters  gathered  outside  the  U.S. 
Capitol  to  rally  for  their  cause. 
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Literature  avoids  pitfalls 


Enigmatic  quality  laid 
to  Sen.  Hart’s  faith 


By  Religious  News  Service 

There  is  an  enigmatic  quality  to  the  re¬ 
ligious  faith  of  Colorado  Sen.  Gary  Hart. 
The  Ottawa,  Kan.,  native  was  raised  a 
strict  evangelical  in  the  Church  of  the 
Nazarene,  and  attended  Bethany  Naza- 
rene  College  in  Oklahoma  where  drink¬ 
ing  and  dancing  and  movies  were  strictly 
forbidden. 

His  religious  interest  was  strong 
enough  to  lead  him  to  Yale  Divinity 
School,  though  friends  say  he  intended  to 
be  a  teacher  rather  than  a  clergyman. 
There  the  young  evangelical  was  smitten 
by  the  presidential  campaign  of  John  F. 
Kennedy,  a  liberal  Catholic,  and  left  the 
seminary  to  switch  to  Yale  Law  School. 

Sen.  Hart  almost  never  mentioned  his 
religious  faith,  and  an  aide  said,  “I  think 
that  Gary  would  be  inclined  to  say  that  as 
a  member  of  Congress  it  would  not  be 
wise  to  bring  his  own  religious  beliefs  in¬ 
to  play.”  Yet  another  longtime  friend 
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said  his  evangelical  upbringing  created 
in  Mr.  Hart  a  “sense  of  mission." 

He  has  spoken  of  the  ‘  ‘ethical  and  mor¬ 
al  impact”  of  his  childhood  in  the  Naza¬ 
rene  church. 

“I  grew  up  in  the  church,”  he  told  an 
interviewer.  “There  was  some  thought 
on  my  mother’s  part  that  she  wanted  me 
to  become  a  minister,  but  she  was  never 
pushy  about  it.” 

Today,  Sen.  Hart  lists  himself  as 
“Protestant,”  and  is  known  to  attend 
Montview  Presbyterian  Church  in  Den¬ 
ver  and  Presbyterian  churches  in  the 
Washington  area. 


By  WALTER  N.  VERNON 
Perhaps  the  greatest  work  ac¬ 
complished  by  Methodist  literature  has 
been  to  counteract  the  natural  tendencies 
of  strong  religious  emotion  to  turn  to 
fanaticism.  Without  this  literature  the 
holy  fervor  inspired  by  the  first 
preachers  would  have  run  into  excesses 
pernicious  to  the  mind  and  heart  and 
body  and  today  instead  of  being 
coherent,  progressive,  and  stable, 
Methodism  would  be  dead  or  dying,” 
wrote  Dr.  James  M.  Buckley,  editor  of 
the  New  York  “Christian  Advocate” 
nearly  a  hundred  years  ago. 

The  current  “Book  of  Discipline” 
refers  to  doctrinal  standards  found  in 
Wesley’s  “Sermons”  and  his  “Explana¬ 
tory  Notes  Upon  the  New  Testament”  as 
a  source  that  has  given  United  Method¬ 
ists  “a  measure  of  protection  from 
doctrinal  eccentricity.”  What  are  some 
of  the  doctrinal  pitfalls  from  which 
Wesley’s  guidance  will  save  us? 

Pitfall  l:  “We  must  get  on  the  band¬ 
wagon  of  the  newest  new  theological 
fad.”  One  way  for  us  to  avoid  this  pitfall 
is  to  be  thoroughly  grounded  in  the 
historic  Christian  faith.  Wesley  set  us  an 
admirable  example:  he  was  a  careful 
student  of  the  Bible,  reading  it  in  Hebrew 
and  Greek;  he  studied  the  Apostolic 
Fathers  and  the  history  of  the  Christian 
Church.  Too  many  church  members  to¬ 
day  have  such  an  elementary  concept  of 
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AUGUST  13-16,  1984 

KANSAS  CITY 
MISSOURI 
GRADES  8- 12 

SPONSORED  BY 
South  Central  Jurisdiction 
United  Methodist  Church 


CONCERTS 


SEMINARS 


SPECIALS 


Join  with  thousands  of  United  Methodist  Youth  and  adults  to  celebrate  our 
American  Bicentennial  Year  experiencing  spiritual  rallies,  challenging 
seminars,  creative  Bible  studies  and  exciting  concerts  with  popular  record- 
ing  artists. 


LOCATION 

Kansas  City  Convention  Center 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 
Registration  at  Radisson  Muehlebach 


REGISTRATION: 

Registration  is  $50  per  person.  This  in¬ 
cludes  all  rally  registration  fees  ( Lodg¬ 
ing  and  meals  are  not  included).  Every 
person  attending  any  part  of  the  rally 
must  register.  Register  as  early  as  pos¬ 
sible.  The  first  1.000  persons  to  register 
before  April  15th  will  receive  a  free 
“Reclamation  ’84”  T-shirt.  The  last 
deadline  for  registration  is  July  15, 1984. 


HOUSING/HOTELS 
Each  church  group  will  be  responsible 
for  making  their  own  housing 
reservations.  The  following  hotels  have 
offered  special  daily  rates : 

Radisson  Muehlebach  —  $15  per  per¬ 
son,  4  to  a  room 

Phillips  —  $15  per  person,  4  to  a  room 

Holiday  Inn  —  $10  per  person, 

4  to  a  room. 

All  rooms  are  on  a  first  come/first 
served  basis.  Hotel  registration  cards, 
group  rates  and  other  housing  informa¬ 
tion  will  be  sent  to  you  upon  receipt  of 
this  registration  form. 


YOUR  RALL  Y  LEADER 
Each  local  church  should  appoint  a 
group  leader  who  will  be  responsible  for 
its  registration.  All  confirmation  and 
correspondence  concerning  registra¬ 
tion  will  be  sent  to  the  designated  group 
leader.  The  leader  will  be  receiving  a 
packet  with  housing  and  meal  informa¬ 
tion. 


ATTENTION  YOUTH  COUNSELORS 

Local  churches  MUST  have  adult  coun¬ 
selors  accompanying  their  youth. 
Groups  should  plan  to  bring  one  adult 
for  every  five  youth.  Counselors  MUST 
be  21  years  of  age  or  older. 


REGISTRATION  INFORMATION 

Send  Registration  Form  to: 

Reclamation  '84  •  1512  Van  Brunt  Blvd.  •  Kansas  City,  Mo.  64127 
For  more  information  contact:  Jon  Bond  (816)  297-2053 


Your  Youth  Leader 

Telephone 

Your  Local  Church 

Telephone 

Your  Conference 

Make  checks  payable  to  Reclamation  '84 

NAME 

( Please  type  or  print ) 

ADDRESS 

CITY/ 

STATE 

ZIP 

CODE 

Free  T-shirt  tor  firm  l.uoo 
registrant*  before 
April  1  IWM 
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1  Adult 
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their  beliefs  that  they  are  “taken  in”  or 
unnecessarily  upset  when  a  bizarre  idea 
crops  up  —  like  the  strange  so-called 
“Death  of  God”  episode  a  few  years  ago. 

Pitfall  2:  “If  a  large  number  of  persons 
hold  an  idea,  it  must  be  true.”  The  truth 
of  a  belief  is  not  determined  by  how 
many  persons  subscribe  to  it;  yet  we 
often  “follow  the  crowd”  in  accepting  un¬ 
worthy  or  inadequate  doctrines.  In  the 
Index  to  Wesley’s  “Works,”  there  are  65 
references  to  mobs  that  opposed  his 
preaching  or  that  of  other  Methodists. 
Yet  he  persisted  in  preaching  the  truth  as 
he  saw  it,  even  though  he  and  his  fol¬ 
lowers  were  a  minority. 

Pitfall  3:  “Creeds  and  doctrinal  state¬ 
ments  can  invariably  be  used  to  measure 
the  orthodoxy  and  Christian  character  of 
church  members.”  Our  “Discipline” 
gives  us  this  counsel: 

"Our  United  methodist  forbears  re¬ 
affirmed  the  ancient  creeds  and  confes¬ 
sions  as  valued  summaries  of  Christian 
truth.  But  they  were  careful  not  to  invest 
them  with  final  authority  or  to  set  them 
apart  as  absolute  standards  for  doctrinal 
truth  and  error  .  .  .  Expulsion  from  the 
society  was  never  for  any  single  lapse  in 
itself,  but  for  persistent  disloyalty  after 
patient  warnings  and  prolonged  pastoral 
counsel  ...  A  church  that  rushes  to 
punishment  is  deaf  to  God’s  mercy;  but  a 
church  lacking  the  conviction  and 
courage  to  act  decisively  loses  its  claim 
to  moral  authority  .  .  .  Doctrinal  state¬ 
ments  .  .  .  never  have  been  and  ought  not 
to  be  legal  tests  for  membership.” 


UM  hospital  ties  to 
church  questioned 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  1984  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  meet  May  1- 
11  in  Baltimore.  Delegates  will  wear 
the  medallion  at  right.  Following 
is  the  eleventh  in  a  17-part  series 
of  articles  summarizing  major  is¬ 
sues  which  will  face  the  delegates. 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

Delegates  to- the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference  will  receive  conflicting  advice 
about  how  United  Methodism  should 
move  next  in  health  and  welfare  min¬ 
istries. 

The  cautions  of  Pacific  Homes  — 
the  multi-million-dollar  lawsuit  in 
California  which  threatened  a  few 
years  ago  to  pull  the  entire  denomina¬ 
tion  into  litigation  —  live  on. 

The  principal  spokesperson  for  con¬ 
tinued  close  relations  between  the  de¬ 
nomination  and  its  health  and  welfare 
agencies  —  better  known  as  hospitals 
and  homes  —  is  the  Rev.  Winfrey  C. 
Link.  He  is  both  president  of  the  UM 
Association  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries,  made  up  of  chief  execu¬ 
tives  of  the  hospitals  and  homes  them¬ 
selves,  and  administrator  of  a  home 
near  Nashville. 

“Lawyers  are  right  in  counseling  us 
to  be  cautious,”  Dr.  Link  admits,  "but 
the  answer  is  not  separation.” 

He  insists  that  most  UM-related 
health  and  welfare  institutions  want 
more  positive  but  clearly-defined  re¬ 
lationships  with  the  church. 

’Distance’  is  feared 

He  and  others  feel,  though,  that  the 
denomination’s  official  agency  for 
health  and  welfare  ministries,  a  pro¬ 
gram  unit  within  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  wants  to  “dis¬ 
tance”  the  church  from  its  hospitals 
and  homes  —  in  part,  at  least,  out  of 
concern  for  the  possible  future  Pacific 
Homes-like  litigation. 

•  The  association  wants  to  retain 
points  of  difference  between  the  asso¬ 
ciation  of  agencies  and  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  program  unit  of 
the  general  board: 

•  The  association  wants  to  retain 
the  paragraph  in  “The  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline”  which  for  years  has  recognized 
this  as  an  official  related  agency  of 
the  church.  No  other  organization  holds 
quite  that  same  disciplinary  standing. 

•  The  program  unit  wants  to  elimi¬ 
nate  the  official  disciplinary  link  and 
to  substitute  for  it  one  brief  mention  of 
“cooperation”  which  the  unit  would 
be  expected  to  carry  on  with  the  asso¬ 
ciation. 

•  The  program  unit  wants  to  discon¬ 
tinue  a  national  certification  council 
which  for  years  has  set  standards 
which  a  local  hospital  or  home  or  o- 
ther  health  and  welfare  unit  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  meet  to  retain  United  Meth¬ 
odist  affiliation  between  the  denomi¬ 
nation  and  the  local  agency  than 
ideally  exists— that  is,  that  “certifica¬ 
tion”  can  be  interpreted  to  indicate 
"control.” 

•  The  association  opposes  doing 
away  with  certification.  It  wants  to  re¬ 
tain  it  through  a  mechanism  of  volun¬ 
tary  self-evaluation  which  the  various 
local  health  and  welfare  units  would 
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carry  out  under  general  oversight  of 
the  voluntary  association. 

What  is  at  stake  in  these  seemingly 
technical  propositions  and  oppositions 
is  whether  the  denomination  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  clearly  identified  as  a  giant 
in  the  health  industry. 

The  38  hospitals,  163  facilities  for 
the  aging  and  53  service  units  for 
youth  and  children  which  either  bear 
the  United  Methodist  name  or  carry  a 
historical  relationship  to  the  church 
employ  90,000  persons. 

Their  operating  budgets  top  $2.5  bil¬ 
lion,  and  they  serve  some  5  million 
persons  each  year  —  many  at  either 
no  charge  or  only  partial  pay. 

As  a  result  of  Pacific  Homes  and 
stern  advice  from  lawyers  represent¬ 
ing  various  United  Methodist  inter¬ 
ests,  there  is  undeniable  caution  about 
how  overtly  the  denomination  wants 
to  remain  related  to  and  identified  with 
this  hugeness  in  the  health  industry. 

Annual  conferences,  which  bear  the 
most  direct  relationships  with  many 
of  the  health  agencies,  have  been 
urged  to  be  very  clear  about  lines  of 
authority  and  responsibility  between 
them  and  the  health  and  welfare  units. 

The  health  institutions  themselves 
have  been  urged  —  some  say  have 
been  told  —  to  be  careful  how  they  use 
the  UM  name,  including  how  they  use 
the  cross-and-flame  symbols  on  let¬ 
terheads. 

Local  churches  affected 

Decisions  which  the  1984  General 
Conference  makes  based  on  the  con¬ 
flicting  advice  about  “relationships” 
could  also  affect  many  United  Metho¬ 
dist  local  churches  which  are  involved 
in  direct  health  ministries,  at  least 
half  of  the  annual  conferences,  and  an 
historical  ministry  which  is  the  sec¬ 
ond  largest  in  the  denomination  in 
number  of  persons  reached  and  dol¬ 
lars  spent,  second  only  to  the  local 
churches  themselves. 

The  health  and  welfare  associa¬ 
tion’s  president,  Dr.  Link,  has  ap¬ 
pointed  a  “blue  ribbon”  committee 
from  among  committee  members. 
This  committee’s  primary  assign¬ 
ment  will  be  to  “educate”  delegates  to 
the  General  Conference  “on  the  im¬ 
portance  and  extent  of  our  ministry.” 

What  they  hope  to  avoid,  one  mem¬ 
ber  said,  is  their  agencies  becoming 
“step-children”  of  the  denomination. 
Another  used  the  term  “orphan.”  Still 
another  used  the  term  “illegitimate 
child.”  Those  are  pretty  stropg  words 
for  any  relationship. 


Media  agency  changes  adopted 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  The  Rev.  Robert  L. 
Robertson,  executive  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Communications 
Council’s  Media  Division,  told  the 
council’s  executive  committee  last  week 
that  he  will  request  a  new  appointment 
from  his  bishop  in  June  of  this  year.  At 
the  same  time  the  executive  committee 
affirmed  the  need  for  continuation  of  the 
Media  Division  position  occupied  by  Dr. 
Robertson  since  1969. 

These  decisions  were  reached  following 
extended  discussion  within  the  executive 
committee  of  how  to  erase  the  Media 
Division’s  accumulated  indebtedness  of 
$200,000  (see  UMR,  Feb.  3).  Dr.  Robert¬ 
son  was  told  that  despite  the  group’s 
appreciation  for  his  creative  leadership 
over  the  past  15  years,  a  change  in 
leadership  appears  necessary  for  the 
Media  Division  to  survive  its  financial 
crisis  and  have  any  chance  of  functioning 
effectively  in  the  future. 

This  conclusion  was  triggered  by 
reports  that  the  cabinet  of  the  Texas 
Annual  Conference  —  the  largest  of  the 
Communications  Council’s  seven 
“parent”  conferences  in  Texas  and  New 
Mexico  —  decided  not  to  support  a  spe¬ 
cial  fund-raising  appeal  to  eliminate  the 
Media  Division’s  indebtedness  (see 
UMR,  Feb.  17). 

That  plan  was  formulated  as  part  of  a 
stringent  cutback  in  the  Media  Division 
spending  in  late  January,  including  a 
reduction  in  Dr.  Robertson’s 
compensation.  The  church’s  four  bishops 
in  Texas  and  New  Mexico  agreed  to  “do 
what  we  can"  to  raise  their  areas'  “fair 
share”  of  the  Media  Division’s  indebted¬ 
ness.  Non-participation  by  the  Texas 
Conference,  however,  would  render  that 
plan  unworkable. 

The  Media  Division  is  one  of  three 
divisions  in  the  only  regional  com¬ 
munications  organization  of  its  type  in 
United  Methodism.  The  three  divisions 
function  independently  but  co¬ 
operatively.  The  council  as  a  whole 
serves  as  an  umbrella  or  coordinating 
body.  The  Media  Division’s  financial 
crisis  represents  the  first  time  in  the 
council’s  15-year  history  that  the  council 


has  found  it  necessary  to  intervene  in  one 
of  the  division’s  operations. 

The  Media  Division  started  primarily 
as  a  news,  public  information  and 
communication  training  office  for  the 
annual  conferences  in  Texas  and  New 
Mexico.  In  recent  years  it  has  spawned, 
under  Dr.  Robertson’s  leadership,  a 
number  of  new  communications 
enterprises  including:  Church  Resource 
Systems  (a  wholesale  broker  of  audio¬ 
visual  equipment  and  materials),  the 
National  Association  of  Local  Church 
Communicators,  and  the  computer- 
related  Local  Church  Software  Services. 
Its  newest  and  most  ambitious  project 
was  the  development  of  a  telecommuni¬ 
cations  ministry  called  the  Wesleyan 
Satellite  Network  (WSNet). 

Church  Resource  Systems  was  closed 
out  in  1982  with  an  indebtedness  exceed¬ 
ing  $70,000  when  the  “bottom  dropped 
out”  of  its  market  for  audio-visual  hard¬ 
ware.  An  additional  Media  Division 
indebtedness  exceeding  $100,000  has 
accumulated  since  the  inception  of 
WSNet  late  in  1982. 

Some  $157,000  of  the  Media  Division’s 
total  indebtedness  is  held  by  the  Texas 
Methodist  Foundation,  a  church-owned 
financial  institution  based  in  Austin.  The 
foundation’s  director,  the  Rev.  Charles 
Laing,  "called  the  note”  when  it  became 
apparent  to  him  that  promotion  of  WSNet 
was  continuing  to  generate  less  income 
than  expected,  and  that  the  Media 
Division  had  no  effective  administrative 
controls”  over  its  expenses  or  budgeting. 

The  Rev.  Dan  Steere  of  Houston,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Communications  Council, 
said  that  members  of  the  Media  Division 
will  be  working  with  annual  conference 
leaders  to  revise  the  Media  Division 
director’s  job  description,  with  a  likely 
focus  on  church  relations  with  the  public 
media.  He  said  that  for  now,  WSNet 
“basically  is  on  hold.  Almost  everyone 
still  feels  the  idea  as  conceived  by  Dr. 
Robertson,  is  excellent,  but  that  no  more 
funds  can  be  spent  on  the  basis  of  hoped- 
for  donations.” 

With  these  changes  in  process,  the 
Communications  council  executive  com¬ 
mittee  reaffirmed  its  earlier  plan  for  a 


special  fund-raising  effort  to  pay  off  the 
Media  Division’s  indebtedness.  This 
would  leave  a  $67,000  annual  budget  for 
Media  Division  operations.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  $26,000  of  that  amount  is  allocated 
for  payment  of  interest  on  indebtedness 
and  debt  retirement. 

Between  now  and  June  when  he  ex¬ 
pects  to  receive  a  new  ministerial  assign¬ 
ment,  Dr.  Robertson  will  be  provided 
with  a  period  of  paid  sabbatical  leave. 
Until  a  now  director  is  named,  the 
Communications  Council  executive  com¬ 
mittee  asked  the  Rev.  Jack  McGee,  head 
of  the  council’s  Agency  Services 
Division,  to  assume  interim  oversight 
responsibility  for  essential  Media 
Division  functions.  The  Rev.  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III,  chief  executive  of  the 
council’s  Newspaper  Division,  likewise 
pledged  to  assist  in  efforts  to  shore  up  the 
Media  Division  during  the  transition 
period. 

Former  bishop’s 
wife  initiates 
divorce  action 

INDIANAPOLIS  (RNS)  -  Phyllis  J. 
Armstrong,  wife  of  former  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  A.  James  Armstrong,  has 
filed  for  divorce  after  42  years  of  marriage. 

Divorce  papers  filed  March  2  in  Marion 
County  (Ind.)  Circuit  Court  stated  that 
there  was  an  “irretrievable  breakdown 
in  the  marriage”  and  that  Mrs.  Arm¬ 
strong  “does  not  believe  that  there  is  any 
possibility  of  reconciliation  in  this  mat¬ 
ter.”  Mrs.  Armstrong  is  seeking  a  distri¬ 
bution  of  property  that  is  “just  and  rea¬ 
sonable  under  the  circumstances.” 

Dr.  Armstrong,  59,  resigned  in  Novem¬ 
ber  as  bishop  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Indiana  Area  and  as  president 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches.  In  a 
public  statement  explaining  his  resigna¬ 
tion,  Dr.  Armstrong  said  he  had  “failed 
my  family  and  other  loved  ones”  and 
that  he  was  “physically  and  emotionally 
depleted”  from  “an  exhausting  and  inhu¬ 
man  work  schedule.” 
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SCJ  Volunteers  In  Mission 


Program  Takes  New  Direction 


The  Volunteers  in  Mission 
program  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  is  extending  volun- 
teerism  with  a  new  approach  in 
its  ministry.  Rather  than  main¬ 
taining  a  full-time  staff  person  in 
the  office,  the  steering 
committee  is  designating 
persons  in  strategic  locations  of 
the  Jurisdiction  to  be  available 
for  speaking  to  local  church 
congregations,  providing  orien¬ 
tation  and  directing  evaluations 
for  groups  participating  in 
projects. 

Dr.  Hans  Aurbakken,  who  has 
served  as  the  coordinator  for  the 
past  six  months,  has  done  a 
splendid  job  in  getting  the 
program  organized  and  files 
designed  to  implement  the 
program.  “We  are  grateful  to 
Rev.  Aurbakken  for  the  fine  job 
that  he  has  done  in  getting  us 
started  in  a  most  vital  program 
of  the  church,”  said  Dr.  David 
Hamblin,  chairman  of  the 
steering  committee.  On  March  1, 
Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce,  Executive 
Director,  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction,  assumed  administrative 


responsibilities  for  the 
Volunteers  in  Mission,  with 
secretarial  services  that  will 
keep  persons  informed  of 
projects  available  and  names  of 
groups  interested  in  working  as 
volunteers. 

Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt, 
chairman,  Joint  Committee  on 
Staff,  expressed  his  appreciation 
to  Rev.  Aurbakken  by  stating 
that  “he  has  brought  a  wealth  of 
information  about  volunteerism 
and  set  in  motion  a  program  that 
is  invaluable  for  this  day  in  the 
life  of  our  church.”  Bishop  Hardt 
further  stated  that  for  the 
program  to  succeed,  volunteer 
groups  ‘out  in  the  field’  must  be 
inspired  to  give  their  time, 
abilities  and  resources  to 
projects  where  personnel  as  well 
as  resources  are  limited.”  Rev. 
James  Poole,  of  Minden,  is  the 
Louisiana  Coordinator. 

Inquiries  should  be  addressed 
to  Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce,  Exec¬ 
utive  Director,  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  6155  Samuell, 
Dallas,  Texas  75228,  telephone 
214/321-7077. 


Galloway  Home  Dedicated  In  Arcadia 


The  dedication  service  for  the 
Galloway  Home.  601  Sixth  Street, 
Arcadia,  took  place  Sunday.  February  19 
at  3:00  p.m.  following  an  Open  House. 
Rev.  Donald  J.  Hall,  Ruston  District 
Superintendent,  led  the  service  of 
dedication. 

The  home  was  given  to  the  Arcadia 
United  Methodist  Church  by  Novis  and 
Henry  Galloway  (willed  to  the  church  on 
their  death).  It  is  designated  for  retired 
United  Methodist  ministers  and  their 
families. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Peyton  are  the 
present  residents  and  the  first  to  live  in 
the  Retired  Ministers’  Home.  Rev. 


Peyton  is  the  former  Ruston  District 
Superintendent. 

Mrs.  Virgie  Wallace,  a  cousin  of  the 
late  Mrs.  Galloway,  made  the 
presentation  of  the  home.  Other 
participants  in  the  service  were  Dr.  Doug 
McGuire,  Mr.  Jerry  Griggs,  Paul 
Hughes,  Mrs.  Reed  Simpkins,  Mrs.  Gary 
Sherrard,  Rev.  Peyton  and  the  pastor  of 
the  Arcadia  United  Methodist  Church, 
Rev.  Tom  0.  Crosby. 

The  home  is  shown  in  the  top  photo 
above.  In  the  lower  photo  are,  left  to 
right:  Don  Wallace,  Virgie  Wallace, 
Elizabeth  Peyton  and  Robert  Peyton. 


SCJ  Sets  Senior  Pastor  Seminar  April  3-4 


A  Seminar  for  Senior  Pastors  has 
been  planned  for  April  3-4, 1984,  at  the 
Executive  Inn,  Dallas,  Texas.  Dr. 
Barry  Bailey  will  be  the  guest  speaker 
for  the  opening  session,  which  is  a 
luncheon.  Dr.  Bailey  will  speak  on  the 
topic:  “Preaching  on  Social  Issues  of 
the  Day.”  Dr.  Norman  Neaves  will 
speak  on  the  topic,  "Staff  Organ¬ 
ization  and  Function,”  followed  by  a 
discussion  time. 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  pastor. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  will  speak  on  the  topic:  "The 
Senior  Pastor  and  Christian 
Education.”  A  discussion  time  will 
also  follow  Dr.  Hearn’s  address. 

“My  Faith  Pilgrimage”  will  be 
given  by  Dr.  Zan  Holmes,  pastor,  St. 


Luke  Community  United  Methodist 
Church  and  associate  professor  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

The  morning  session  of  April  4th 
will  feature  presentations  on  “Tele¬ 
communications,”  the  use  of  the 
computer,  the  telephone  and 
television  for  ministry  in  the  local 
church.  Resource  persons  will  be 
Richard  Lindsey,  Thomas 
Electronics;  Walter  Jackson,  ECI 
Video;  Carl  Smith  of  C.S.  Smith 
Training,  Inc.;  and  Dr.  Robert  L. 
Robertson. 

Cost  of  the  event,  room  and  one 
meal  is  $60.00.  Registrations  should  be 
sent  to:  The  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction,  6155  Samuell  Blvd.,  Dallas, 
Texas  75228. 


Conference  Council  Sets 
$168,000  Budget  for  1986 

The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  meeting  February  25,  at  First  UM  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  set  a  budget  of  $168,000  for  1986,  which  represents  an  8%  increase  over 
the  1985  budget.  In  the  top  left  photo,  Dr.  AI  Norris  is  shown  leading  the  devotions  for 
the  day,  with  Dorothy  Bennett,  secretary  to  the  Council  on  Ministries,  and  Dr.  Harvey 
Williamson,  Council  Director  on  the  left  and  Amy  Ward,  Council  Chairperson  on  the 
right.  On  the  top  right,  Fran  Hall  and  Betty  Rowell  are  shown  at  lunch.  The  lower 
photo  shows  the  Council  during  the  business  session. 


SCLC  President  To  Speak 


At  St.  Mark’s  UM 

Dr.  Joseph.  Echols  Lowery,  Pastor  of 
Central  United  Methodist  Church, 
Atlantax-Georgia,  and  President  of  the 
Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference  (SCLS)  will  be  guest 
preacher  for  the  culminating  activities  of 
St.  Mark’s  95th  Anniversary  Celebration, 
set  for  Sunday  afternoon,  March  25,  at 
3:30  p.m. 

Sunday’s  Services  will  be  the 
culminating  event  of  the  four-day 
celebration,  which  began  on  Thursday, 
March  22,  1984.  An  Ecumenical  Service 
of  Singing  and  Preaching  will  be  held 
nightly  at  7 :00  p.m. 

On  Saturday  night,  March  24,  the 
Celebration  will  feature  a  “Battle  of  the 
Choirs.”  The  crowning  of  Mrs.  St.  Mark- 
1984,  and  her  court  will  also  be  a  feature 
of  Saturday’s  program. 

Mrs.  Lois  Randall  Heath,  Chairman  of 
the  Council  on  Ministries,  will  be 
crowned  “Mrs.  St.  Mark-1984.”  Members 
of  the  Court  will  be:  Mrs.  Carolyn 
Gordon  Clark,  Editor  of  The  St.  Mark 
Times;  Mrs.  Kay  Cann  White,  Member, 
Committee  on  Finance;  Mrs.  Shirley 

From  the  Alexandria 

Forty-three  youth  attended  the 
Alexandria  District  Youth  Retreat,  held 
at  the  Tall  Timbers  Retreat  Center  on 
March  3-4.  During  the  retreat  the  youth 
of  the  district  were  invited  to  explore 
problems  that  sometimes  cause  young 
people  to  find  themselves  to  be  “Under 
Pressure.”  Kathi  Finnell,  DCE  of  St. 
Timothy’s  in  Mandeville.  Rev.  Dave 
Fortuna,  Associate  at  FUMC  in  Bossier, 
Katy  Morris  of  the  Family  Counseling 
Center  in  Alexandria  and  Kay  Madden, 
Director  of  Church  Relations  at 
Centenary  led  in  workshops  on  “Coping 
with  Boyfriends  and  Girlfriends,”  “What 
To  Do  When  Your  Parents  Are  on  Your 
Back,”  “How  to  Deal  With  the  Death  or 
Suicide  of  Friends”  and  “How  to  Figure 
Out  What  You  Want  in  Life.” 

During  the  retreat,  elections  for 
District  Youth  Team  were  held.  Shawn 


(B.R.) 


Dr.  Joseph  E.  Lowery 


Smith  Porter,  Member  of  the  Sanctuary 
Choir;  and  Mrs.  Eloise  Brown  Henry, 
Chairperson,  Mission. 

Mr.  Henry  A.  Davis  is  Building 
Committee  Chairman;  Mrs.  Inez  W. 
Chrisentery,  Anniversary  Coordinator, 
and  Rev.  Kenneth  M.  Fisher,  Minister. 

District  Youth  Team 

Zochert,  Pineville  FUMC;  David 
Morgan,  Nolley  Memorial;  Laurie  Clore, 
Palestine;  Paige  Brother,  Palestine;  Jay 
Anthony,  Pollock;  Geoff  Hart, 
Natchitoches  FUMC;  Shawne 
Harrington,  Alexandria  FUMC;  Tim 
Morrison,  Alexandria  FUMC;  Monika 
Zochert,  Pineville  FUMC;  Christy  Thom, 
Pollock;  Jeanne  Renee  Hicks, 
Horseshoe;  Katy  Majestic,  Alexandria 
FUMC;  Heather  Rae  Bonnette, 
Horseshoe;  and  John  O’Neal  of 
Alexandria  FUMC  will  serve  as  the 
Alexandria  District  Youth  Team  for  the 
coming  year.  Katy  Majestic  and  Geoff 
Hart, were  selected  as  representatives  to 
Annual  Conference. 

A  YSF  Auction  was  held  during  the 
retreat,  and  $247.25  was  raised  for  the 
Youth  Service  Fund. 


New  AV  Available  on  Spanish 


Speaking  Ministry  of  New  Orleans 


A  new  slide/tape  presentation  of  the 
Spanish  Speaking  Ministry  of  New 
Orleans  is  now  available  in  the 
Conference  Resource  Center.  This  deals 
with  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Marta  Sanfiel 
and  Dr.  Juan  Sanfiel  entitled,  “The 
Sermon  Nobody  Forgets,”  (17:30). 

Other  slide/tape  presentations 
available  through  the  Resource  Center 
are: 

Dulac  Community  Center,  The  Most- 
Forgotten  People,  1980, 19  min. 

The  Revolving  Loan  Fund,  1981,  9 
minutes.  (Note:  Interest  rates  have 
changed,  but  presentation  remains 
accurate  in  other  respects. ) 

Dulac  Community  Center,  More  About 
Dulac!  1983,  4* 4  minutes.  (Note:  This 
presentation  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  it 
is  duplicated.) 


Brochures : 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Advance 
describes  each  of  our  La.  Conference 
Advance  Specials. 

Teach  a  People  describes  the  Louisiana 
Methodist  World  Hunger  Scholarship. 
(Note:  If  no  longer  in  stock,  inquiries 
regarding  reprinting  should  be 
directed  to  Rev.  Chris  Andrews. ) 

In  addition  to  the  above  slide/tape 
programs  placed  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Advance,  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
the  Advance  Information  Center  is  also 
available  as  a  means  of  promoting  this 
continuing  ministry  of  the  church. 

Further  information  on  these 
resources  and  others  may  be  obtained  by 
calling  or  writing  Mr.  James  W.  Moore, 
Jr.,  3804  Gouville  Drive,  Monroe,  LA 
71201. 


A  Cross  on 
the 

Horizon 

Cent  1 984 

International  Lesson  Series 


Jesus  Calls  Persons  to  Ministry 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Mark  8:27-38 

When  Jesus  asked  his  disciples  “Who 
do  men  say  that  I  am?”  they  hedged, 
quoting  only  a  few  of  the  identities  they 
had  heard.  When  he  asked  them,  “Who 
do  you  say  that  I  am?”  they  were  like 
students  caught  on  a  pop  quiz.  I  suspect 
there  was  much  hemming  and  hawing, 
much  mumbling  under  the  breath  before 
impetuous  Peter,  probably  surprised  at 
his  own  sudden  revelation,  replied, 
“Why,  you’re  the  Christ!  ” 

Once  they  knew  who  He  was,  they  had 
to  be  prepared  for  what  was  coming  next. 
So  Jesus  began  to  teach  them  that  the 
“Son  of  man”  (Mark  uses  this  term 
frequently  to  remind  us  of  Jesus’  human 
identity  and  relationship)  must  suffer 
and  die.  But  he  would  rise  in  three  days 
from  the  dead.  I’m  sure  there  was  more 
mumbling.  We  know  that  Peter 
protested,  but  Jesus  rebuked  Peter  for 
trying  to  stand  in  the  way  of  God’s 
purpose.  His  will  being  done. 

Jesus  then  gave  them  the  lesson  which 
all  of  us  must  hear  and  heed.  If  we  would 
be  Christians,  we  must  deny  ourselves, 
take  up  our  crosses  and  follow  him 
(“follow”  means  to  the  point  of  complete 
obedience).  Whoever  gives  too  much 
attention  to  his  own  personal  safety  or 
comfort  is  going  to  lose  his  life.  The 
Christian  must  accept  the  fact  that  the 
privilege  of  being  with  Christ  calls  for  the 
responsibility  of  sacrificial  living.  Paul 
puts  it  —  “we  suffer  with  him  in  order 
that  we  may  also  be  glorified  with  him” 
(Romans  8:17).  Christians  acknowledge 
that  a  part  of  the  discipline  of  Christian 
living  is  the  giving  of  oneself  voluntarily 
and  selflessly.  In  other  words,  we  who 
would  be  Christian  must  take  up  our 
crosses  in  order  to  follow  him. 

So  the  question  is  —  what  is  the  cross 
we  of  the  Church  must  bear  together? 
What  is  my  personal  cross? 

Each  local  church  stands  in  a  local 
environment  and  situation.  Our 
communities  have  problems  which  are, 


in  many  cases,  the  results  of  unchristian 
actions  and  conditions.  It’s  a  beautiful 
thing  for  us  to  raise  thousands  of  dollars 
and  send  it  to  a  mission  in  Africa  —  we 
certainly  must  do  this.  But  it’s  an 
ugly  thing  for  “Christians”  who  give  this 
money  to  make  it  possible  for  others  to  do 
the  hands-on  work  to  merely  “pass  by  on 
the  other  side"  in  their  local  community, 
oblivious  to  or  consciously  ignoring  the 
obvious  needs  in  the  shadows  of  their  own 
buildings.  Many  local  needs  go  unmet 
simply  because  it  involves  “untouch¬ 
ables.”  Oh,  we  don’t  call  them  that,  but 
how  often  do  we  actively  invite  and 
encourage  the  attendance  in  our 
sanctuaries  of  slum  dwellers  who  are 
“not  of  our  kind"?  How  often  do  we  go 
into  the  streets  and  alleys  of  our  own 
church  neighborhoods,  offering  love, 
acceptance  and  genuine  help?  Such 
ministries  are  seldom  undertaken 
because  the  people  of  some  churches  are 
too  smug  and  content  with  their  present 
constituency.  It’s  generally  unpopular  to 
suggest  active  inner-city  work  or  a 
crusade  against  the  ravages  of  liquor  or 
gambling  or  such.  Most  of  the  time  we  of 
the  church  are  content  to  let  things  rock 
along  as  they  are,  because  it  would  be 
painful  to  go  against  our  home-made 
tradition  to  actually  find  Jesus,  who 
never  hid  but  shared  his  truth  and  his 
light. 

We  of  the  ministry  surely  must  bear 
crosses  in  our  ministry.  How  dare  we 
preach  pious  platitudes  to  a  community 
torn  by  dissention,  hatred  and  confusion! 
How  dare  we  avoid  issues!  Surely  you 
have  a  right  to  know  how  we  stand  on 
issues  and  we  must  be  willing  to  take 
visible  and  active  stands  on  even 
controversial  issues.  Hold  us,  friends,  to 
that  calling! 

Each  individual  has  a  cross  to  bear.  An 
attitude  to  be  given  up  —  grudgingly, 
painfully.  A  forgiveness  to  be  offered  or 
received.  A  change  in  life  style.  The 
respecting  of  others’  points  of  view.  The 
offering  of  unrestrictive  and  unrestricted 
love.  What  is  your  cross?  I  think  you 
know.  Bear  it  —  and  know  the  joy  of 
following  Christ. 


NATIONAL  PROGRAMMING 
CONTINUES  ON 
SATCOM  3R,  CHANNEL  18 

United  Methodist  Communications  are  continuing  the  national  programming 
on  Satcom  3R,  Channel  18,  on  Sunday  evenings.  The  schedule  for  March  and 


April  follows: 

JOURNEYS  —  Into 

JOURNEYS  —  In  Christian 

The  Bible  6-6:30  p.m. 

Date 

Growth  6:30-7:00  p.m. 

One  Thing  Needful 

Life  Abundant  Series  — 
Edward  Bauman 

Mar.  25 

Acquiring  Life  Scripts 
Learning  to  Live 

I  am  the  Way 

Life  Abundant  Series  — 
Edward  Bauman 

Apr.  1 

Changing  Life  Scripts 
Learning  to  Live 

Receive  the  Holy  Spirit 

Life  Abundant  Series  — 
Edward  Bauman 

Apr.  8 

Inasmuch  As 

Your  Faith  Has  Made 

You  Whole 

Life  Abundant  Series  — 
Edward  Bauman 

Apr.  15 

Why  We’re  in  the  World 
Council  of  Churches 

Enter  by  the  Narrow  Gate 
Life  Abundant  Series  — 
Edward  Bauman 

Apr.  22 

From  the  Word  Go 
Bicentennial  Film 

And  When  You  Pray 

Life  Abundant  Series  — 
Edward  Bauman 

Apr.  29 

General  Conference  Issues 

Your  Money  or  Your  Life 

Life  Abundant  Series  — 
Edward  Bauman 

May  6 

General  Conference  Issues 

Love  One  Another 

Life  Abundant  Series  — 
Edward  Bauman 

May  13 

General  Conference  Report 

Love  Your  Neighbor 

Life  Abundant  Series  — 
Edward  Bauman 

May  20 

Gift  of  Song 

Love  Your  Enemies 

Life  Abundant  Series  — 
Edward  Bauman 

May  27 

Why  Good  Marriages  Often 
Fail 

The  Care  &  Maintenance  of  a 
Good  Marriage 

Reversing  Your  Losses 

Life  Abundant  Series  — 
Edward  Bauman 

June  3 

Identifying  and  Raising  the 
Little  You 

The  Care  &  Maintenance  of  a 
Good  Marriage 

Death  and  Life 

Life  Abundant  Series  — 
Edward  Bauman 

June  10 

Scratching  Where  It  Itches 
The  Care  &  Maintenance  of  a 
Good  Marriage 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 


Paul  V.  Galloway,  Bishop 
Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
Council  Director 


Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 
Linda  Heard, 
Editorial  Assistant 
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A  sobering  new  fact:  Hollywood 
gives  Christian  content  ‘PG’  rating 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


What  does  the  recently-released  Billy 
Graham  film,  “The  Prodigal,”  have  in 
common  with  other  current  movies  such 
as  "Unfaithfully  Yours,”  “Footloose” 
and  “Terms  of  Endearment”? 

Very  little,  one  might  plausibly  think, 
especially  in  light  of  footage  in  those 
three  popular  commercial  films  contain¬ 
ing  profanity,  glorified  violence,  promis¬ 
cuous  sexual  conduct,  and  nudity.  By 
contrast,  Billy  Graham  productions  gen¬ 
erally  are  “squeaky  clean.” 

Film  industry  representatives  have  de¬ 
cided,  however,  that  the  films  are  simi¬ 
lar  in  at  least  one  respect.  All  four,  they 
say,  should  be  rated  “PG,”  which  sug¬ 
gests  the  need  for  parental  guidance  in 
determining  a  film’s  appropriateness  for 
young  viewers. 

Why  would  a  film  which  focuses  on  the 
Christian  message  and  reflects  Christian 
moral  standards  be  classed  with  some 
which  obviously  do  not?  Because,  ac¬ 
cording  to  officials  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Association  of  America  which  rates  films 
based  on  their  content,  “pre-teen-age 
children  should  not  be  exposed  to  Christi¬ 
anity  without  their  parents’  consent.” 

We  recognize  that  some  non-Christians 
are  likely  to  agree  with  such  reasoning. 
In  our  pluralistic  society,  we  can  no  long¬ 
er  take  it  for  granted  that  Christian  val¬ 
ues  will  always  be  considered  desirable, 
or  even  harmless.  Still,  it  is  sobering  to 
recognize  how  greatly  the  influence  of 
Christianity  on  American  society  is 
shrinking  today.  And  it  is  tragic  that,  ac¬ 
cording  to  at  least  one  highly  influential 
entertainment  industry,  Christian  values 
are  now  thought  to  be  as  potentially  dan¬ 
gerous  as  their  antithesis. 


On  the  other  hand,  we  see  an  ironic, 
backhanded  compliment  in  the  film  in¬ 
dustry’s  warning  that  children  should  not 
be  exposed  to  the  Christian  message 
without  parental  consent.  The  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  can,  and  often  does,  have  a 
profound  impact  on  people,  including 
young  persons.  Parents  rightly  are  ad¬ 
vised  that  exposure  of  their  children  —  or 
themselves  —  to  Christian  teachings  can 
have  life-changing  effects. 

Would  that  more  church  members 
might  similarly  recall  the  power  of  the 
Gospel.  Our  words  and  actions  too  often 
reflect  a  casual  attitude  toward  Christian 
truth  and  the  urgency  of  sharing  it  with 
others.  Yet,  it  is  the  record  of  Christian¬ 
ity  that  where  the  love  of  Christ  is  both 
seriously  taught  and  lived,  human  lives 
are  brought  into  right  relationship  with 
God.  Despair  and  purposelessness  are 
replaced  with  an  understanding  of  life’s 
deepest  meaning.  Moral  indifference 
and/or  turpitude  are  cast  aside  as 
our  lives  become  channels  of  grace  and 
service  to  others. 

The  film  industry’s  new  official  atti¬ 
tude  toward  Christianity  should  remind 
those  of  us  in  the  church  of  both  our  enor¬ 
mous  responsibility  and  opportunity  as 
custodians  of  the  Gospel.  Given  that  in¬ 
dustry’s  decreasing  respect  for  moral 
limits  of  any  type,  and  its  effort  to  titil¬ 
late  the  public  with  ever  more  irreverent 
and  amoral  offerings,  Christian  film¬ 
makers  probably  should  consider  a 
change  of  strategy.  Rather  than  resisting 
the  film  industry’s  “PG”  rating,  perhaps 
an  “R”  or  even  an  “X”  rating  should  be 
sought  as  a  means  of  getting  the  unbe¬ 
lieving  public’s  attention. 


MARCH  23,  1984 


Here  I  Stand 

EMLC  i missional  priority ’  benefits 
more  than  a  matter  of  economics 


By  RENEO.  BIDEAUX 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  success 
of  our  current  Missional  Priority:  Devel¬ 
oping  and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Mi¬ 
nority  Local  Church,  better  known  as 
EMLC.  A  recent  cartoon  in  the  Reporter 
depicted  a  brimming  collection  plate 
poured  into  a  Rube  Goldberg-like  institu¬ 
tional  church  machine  which  grinds  out 
only  a  few  pennies  for  the  local  church. 
This  crude  and  false  caricature  does  not 
represent  what  has  actually  happened 
with  the  Missional  Priority  funds  given 
by  United  Methodists. 

Without  arguing  the  merits  of  a 
church-wide  “missional  priority”  nor  de¬ 
fending  any  particular  strategies.  I’d  like 
to  share  some  facts  about  the  use  of 
EMLC  funds.  I’ll  confine  my  remarks  to 
the  work  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  which  I  know  best  and  which, 
because  of  its  historic  mission  experi¬ 
ence  with  ethnic  minorities  and  its  man¬ 
dated  mission  responsibilities,  has  re¬ 
ceived  the  bulk  of  EMLC  funds  chan¬ 
neled  through  general  church  agencies. 

During  the  current  quadrennium 
through  the  end  of  1983,  the  GBGM  has 
administered  the  distribution  of  some 
$6,000,000  from  the  Missional  Priority 
Fund  according  to  figures  from  the  office 


of  the  board’s  General  Comptroller.  The 
United  Methodist  Church  can  be  proud 
that  all  of  these  monies  went  directly  to 
support  for  pastoral  salaries,  church  ex¬ 
tension  and  outreach  ministries  among 
local  ethnic  minority  congregations  and 
leadership.  I  can  categorically  affirm 
that  not  one  cent  of  the  apportioned 
EMLC  givings  from  the  general  church 
has  been  used  for  administration  or  any 
purpose  other  than  programs  by  the 
ethnic  minority  local  church.  No  addi¬ 
tional  staff  have  been  employed. 

Moreover,  it  needs  to  be  known  that  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  tried  to  be 
faithful  to  the  mandate  set  forth  in  the 
1980  Book  of  Discipline  “which  calls 
for  .  .  .  primary  attention  and  ordering 
or  reordering  of  program  and  budget  at 
every  level  of  the  church."  The  board  has 
set  aside  as  its  priority  from  its  own  gen¬ 
eral  budget  a  half-million  dollars  annual¬ 
ly  for  EMLC  programs  (or  $2  million 
over  the  quadrennium),  a  practice  dating 
back  to  the  previous  quadrennium. 

In  addition,  the  board’s  National  Pro¬ 
gram  Division  alone  has  devoted  some  $4 
million  to  ethnic  minority  projects  from 
non-EMLC  resources.  Without  any  addi¬ 
tional  executive  staff,  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  has  been  devoted  to  en- 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Aid  for  famine  victims  needed 


Film  rating  system  needs  reform 


Christians  generally  have  supported 
film  industry  ratings  of  motion  pictures 
as  a  helpful,  even  if  imperfect,  guide  to 
the  contents  of  contemporary  movies 
( see  preceding  editorial ) . 

But  we  question  the  helpfulness  of  any 
rating  system  which  equates  the  Chris¬ 
tian  message  with  film  displays  of  gratu¬ 
itous  violence,  profanity,  sexual  innuen¬ 
do  and  promiscuity. 

Such  a  rating  system  tends  to  promote 
and  reinforce  our  society’s  prevailing 
moral  confusion.  Freedom  from  moral 
restraint  and  to  seek  sensory  fulfillment 
appear  to  be  the  only  “absolute”  values 
reflected  in  such  a  system.  All  other  val¬ 
ues  are  considered  “relative”  and  of 
morally  equal  merit.  Unrecognized  are 
the  realities  of  good  and  evil,  and  that  hu- 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
of  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  450  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  F riends  wood  UMC  in  Friends¬ 
wood,  Texas  (Texas  Annual  Conference) 
and  60  member-families  of  the  Pfluger- 
ville  UMC  in  Pflugerville,  Texas  (South¬ 
west  Texas  Annual  Conference) . 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Friendswood 
and  Pflugerville,  we  say  “Welcome.”  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  new  church  paper 
interesting  and  informative,  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as  "Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


man  happiness  depends  on  our  ability  to 
distinguish  between  them. 

These  obvious  weaknesses  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  industry-controlled  film  rating  sys¬ 
tem  make  it  an  unreliable  guide  for  par¬ 
ents  who  wish  to  teach  their  children  po¬ 
sitive  moral  and  religious  values  and 
limit  their  children’s  exposure  to  amoral 
or  immoral  views  of  life.  For  that  we 
likely  would  do  better  to  consult  the  re¬ 
views  of  film  critics  known  to  provide  ac¬ 
curate  evaluations  of  current  movies  and 
to  compare  them  with  Christian  moral 
standards. 

Beyond  that,  we  as  Christians  should 
unite  our  voices  in  protest  to  the  film  in¬ 
dustry’s  morally  flaccid  “rating  sys¬ 
tem.”  Silence  on  our  part  is  likely  to  be 
regarded  as  acceptance  or  approval.  A 
strong,  clear  indication  by  Christians 
that  the  rating  system  should  either  pro¬ 
vide  morally  meaningful  guidance  or  be 
abolished  likely  would  regain  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  film  industry.  Christians  who 
take  seriously  our  call  to  lead  a  “manner 
of  life  worthy  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ”  can  do  no  less. 

One  way  of  doing  this  is  to  express  your 
views  to  the  Motion  Picture  Association 
of  America,  14144  Ventura  Boulevard, 
Sherman  Oaks,  California  91423.  Another 
is  to  express  your  concerns  via  a  Letter 
to  the  Editor  —  or  Entertainment  Editor 
—  of  your  local  newspaper.  Copies  of 
such  expressions  might  also  appropriate¬ 
ly  be  sent  to  the  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  100 
Maryland  Avenue  NE,  Washington,  D.C. 
20002. 


To  the  Editor : 

United  Methodists  —  your  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  needs 
your  help! 

Obscured  by  day-to-day  hubbub  over 
primary  elections,  Middle  East  politics, 
the  wars  in  Central  America  and  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East,  and  a  catastrophic  federal  bud¬ 
get  deficit,  there  is  another  reality  that  is 
different,  ugly  and  painful  to  the  con¬ 
science:  famine  in  much  of  the  Third 
World.  In  moral  terms,  the  world  faces 
no  greater  crisis! 

A  few  statistics: 

•  40,000  children  are  dying  every  day 
because  of  famine  and  the  effects  of  mal¬ 
nutrition  and  disease. 

•  150  million  people  in  drought-stricken 
Africa  were  short  of  food  last  year  and 
now  depend  on  emergency  food  ship¬ 
ments  to  avert  starvation. 

*  As  many  as  100,000  persons  died  of 
starvation  in  1982-83  in  Mozambique 
alone;  50  to  100  children  die  of  starvation 
daily  in  Ethiopia. 

*  Dr.  Paul  McCleary,  Director  of 
Church  World  Service  says  that  between 
7-9  million  people  will  die  of  starvation  in 
Africa  this  year. 


month  announced  a  five-year  half-billion 
dollar  program  to  put  American  food  in 
African  stomachs.  In  addition,  he  asked 
for  $90  million  (for  245,000  tons  of  dried 
milk  and  grain)  in  immediate  emer¬ 
gency  aid.  That’s  on  top  of  $85  million 
(218,000  tons)  already  provided  this  fis¬ 
cal  year.  The  U.S.  House  of  Representa¬ 
tive  Appropriations  Committee  boosted 
Mr.  Reagan’s  $90  million  request  for  Af¬ 
rica  to  $150  million. 

Crucial  now  is  that  Congress  finish  the 
bill  and  get  the  food  moving!  We  need  to 
prevent  starvation  now ! 

What  can  we  in  the  church  do?  The  an¬ 
swer  is  easy : 

1.  Write  your  Congressman  and  U.S. 
Senators  and  ask  them  to  act  favorably 
on  this  $150  million  food  request. 

2.  Be  certain  that  your  local  church 
takes  the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  of¬ 
fering  April  1.  This  money  goes  to  our 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
and  is  used  to  provide  the  primary  sup¬ 
port  base  for  the  world-wide  work  of 
UMCOR.  In  1983  UMCOR  received  14% 
less  than  was  received  in  1982.  We  need  to 
reverse  this  in  1984.  It  can  be  done  if 
every  church  receives  the  offering,  and 


*  Mr.  Pete^  McPherson,  the  Director  every  United  Methodist  gives  generous;  j 


of  U.S.  Alt),  and  a  committed  United 
Methodist  layman,  said  to  me  that  1984 
may  go  down  in  history  as  “the  year  of 
famine.” 

U.S.  Representative  Mickey  Leland  of 
Texas,  returning  recently  from  a  two 
week  trip  to  Africa,  said  “people  came 
up  to  us  rubbing  their  bellies,  and  with 
hands  extended,  begged  for  food.”  U.S. 
Senator  John  Danforth  of  Missouri  tra¬ 
veling  with  Rep.  Leland,  said  that  in  one 
area  there  had  been  no  food  delivery  in 
two  months.  “I  saw  what  people  look  like 
when  they  are  eating  leaves  off  the 
trees.” 

Against  that  background,  at  Sen.  Dan¬ 
forth ’s  request,  President  Reagan  last 


My  Witness 

Church  need  not  be  large 
to  help  victims  of  hunger 
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By  MRS.  STANTON  LANDER 

Several  members  of  our  church  urged 
me  to  tell  how  we  raised  $500  one  year  for 
the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  (see 
related  “Letter  to  the  Editor”  elsewhere 
on  this  page). 

Our  pastor  heard  me  express  a  desire 
to  help  raise  part  of  the  $2,000,000  our 
denomination  pledged  as  our  share  of  a 
joint  effort  with  30  other  Protestant  and 
Orthodox  denominations  to  provide  gifts 
of  relief  and  rehabilitation  for  the  mil¬ 
lions  who  are  victims  of  acute  hunger.  He 
asked  me  to  be  the  chairperson  of  such 
an  effort. 

In  the  early  morning  hours  when  my 
mind  is  fresh,  I  gave  it  a  lot  of  prayer  and 
thought.  How  much  shall  we  work  for? 
Our  church  is  small  in  numbers  and  our 
budget  is  sometimes  hard  to  meet. 

The  answer  came  quickly.  Let  us 
pledge  $500. 

I  selected  a  committee  from  the  var¬ 
ious  departments  and  everyone  respond¬ 
ed.  We  immediately  made  plans. 

During  January  we  ordered  materials, 
posters,  leaflets  for  adults  and  children, 
coin  boxes  for  the  children  and  offering 
envelopes  for  the  adults. 

We  appointed  one  member  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  be  treasurer.  There  were  nine 
Sundays  before  the  great  day,  so  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  committee  was  given  a  date  to 
make  a  five  minutes  or  less  talk  to  the 
congregation.  The  pastor  gave  us  this 
time  each  Sunday  following  the  an¬ 
nouncements  in  the  morning  service.  We 
had  two  pastors  —  one  in  the  sanctuary 
and  one  in  the  social  hall. 

We  planned  two  dinners  —  one  for  the 
children  which  would  be  free,  and  a  sac¬ 
rificial  dinner  for  the  whole  membership. 

From  the  library  of  our  conference  of¬ 
fice  we  reserved  two  films  “Miracles  Do 
Happen”  for  the  children,  and  “Friends 
in  Deed.”  These  were  shown  at  the  sup¬ 
pers. 

However,  the  order  for  materials  did 
not  arrive.  Someone  suggested  I  talk  to 


our  conference’s  Missionary  Secretary. 
When  I  expressed  our  need  for  a  pam¬ 
phlet  for  the  children,  he  offered  to  have 
them  duplicated  for  us. 

One  of  our  members  is  employed  at  a 
local  bank,  and  knew  of  some  coin  banks 
which  had  been  left  over  and  brought 
them  to  the  children’s  supper. 

The  women  in  the  Young  Adult  Class 
and  teachers  in  the  Children’s  Depart¬ 
ment  served  a  spaghetti  supper  to  the 
children. 

A  week  later  the  church  families  also 
enjoyed  a  spaghetti  dinner  and  almost 
two-fifths  of  the  total  pledge  was  contri¬ 
buted. 

Individual  pledges  had  been  solicited 
from  friends  of  the  church.  Two  mem¬ 
bers  who  have  been  visitors  to  the  women 
in  the  county  jail  for  many  years  told  the 
prisoners  of  their  project  and  voluntarily 
took  up  a  collection  amounting  to  $7.18. 

The  young  people  had  a  car  wash  at  the 
church  and  gave  $53. 

Several  members  gave  the  price  of  a 
meal  for  15  days  —  and  the  children  col¬ 
lected  $15  in  their  coin  banks. 

To  promote  One  Great  Hour  of  Shar¬ 
ing,  we  had  inserts  in  the  bulletins  which 
were  ordered  from  “Bread  for  the 
World,”  and  we  emphasized  the  great 
words:  “Attempt  great  things  for  God. 
Expect  great  things  from  God.  ” 

The  materials  we  ordered  finally  ar¬ 
rived  five  days  before  the  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  service. 

When  it  was  over,  our  total  collection 
came  to  $540  —  forty  dollars  over  the  goal 
we  set. 

This  week's  contributor,  Mrs.  Stanton 
Lander,  was  a  member  of  the  UMC  in 
Alturas,  Florida  (Florida  (Florida  Con¬ 
ference)  at  the  time  of  her  death  in  1982. 
Her  article  is  used  with  the  kind  per¬ 
mission  of  her  family. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P. 
O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


ly! 

3.  Give  to  the  UMCOR  Global  Food  Cri¬ 
sis  Appeal  for  $1  million.  This  money  will 
go  to  Church  World  Service  as  our  share 
of  a  $6.5  million  appeal  to  feed  starving 
people  in  the  world. 

Thank  you,  and  may  God  bless  you  as 
you  give. 

Robert  C.  Smith 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan 

Plight  of  UMC 
clergy  decried 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  ashamed  to  identify  myself  with 
United  Methodism  after  reading  Sheron 
Covington’s  article  in  the  Feb.  10  issue  of 
the  Reporter  exposing  the  plight  of  re¬ 
tiring  and  retired  ministers  in  one  of  our 
United  Methodist  conferences. 

I  have  been  aware  that  retirement  ben¬ 
efits  vary  from  job  to  job  and  region  to 
region,  but  I  assumed  naively  that  our 
United  Methodist  ministers  throughout 
the  country  would  receive  upon  retire¬ 
ment  an  adequate  sum  to  live  on  —  per¬ 
haps  not  at  the  level  provided  during 
their  working  years,  but  one  which  would 
allow  them  to  maintain  themselves  and 
their  families. 

As  a  retiree  for  the  past  11  years,  I 
have  had  to  make  many  changes  in  my 
lifestyle  so  that  my  wife  and  I  could 
make  financial  needs  meet. 

We  as  United  Methodist  Christians 
have  our  concerns  for  the  needy  not  only 
in  our  church  but  throughout  all  socie¬ 
ties,  yet  we  apparently  were  unaware  of 
or  overlooking  those  in  need  who  have  de¬ 
voted  a  lifetime  of  work  to  serving  us 
through  preaching  God’s  Word  and  seek¬ 
ing  to  emulate  His  will. 

Certainly  if  we  as  a  church  can  afford 
to  support  our  many  missions  throughout 
the  world,  we  can  recognize  the  needs  of 
our  own  and  help  them  in  their  time  of 
need.  We  are  a  united,  connectional 
church,  and  we  should  behave  as  one. 

I  am  crying  out  to  the  millions  of  my 
United  Methodist  brothers  and  sisters  to 
join  their  voices  with  that  of  the  Rev. 
Oscar  Garza  to  become  a  voice  so  strong 
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that  never  again  will  we  be  confronted 
with  the  cries  of  help  from  persons  con¬ 
fronted  with  the  problems  identified  in 
this  story. 

If  we  are  to  believe  and  perform  as  the 
Scripture  tells  us  in  Matthew  25:37-40, 
then  let  us  do  so.  Harold  C.  Gluth 

Visalia,  California 

Missional  priority 

analysis  ‘right  on’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  express  appreciation  for  your 
labors  on  behalf  of  the  People  called 
Methodist. 

Your  recent  contribution  headlined 
“Would  UMC  be  better  off  without  a  1985- 
88  ‘missional  priority’?”  is  “right  on!” 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  24). 

I  could  provide  the  reasons  for  agree¬ 
ment  but  the  above  endorsement  says  it 
all! 

Lloyd  C.  Wicke 
Fort  Myers,  Florida 

World  peace  should 
be  top  UMC  priority 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  Feb.  24  editorial  about,  quadren¬ 
nial  emphases  and  “missional  prior¬ 
ities,”  followed  by  the  statement  in  the 
next  issue  by  Bishop  Yeakel  about  nu¬ 
clear  buildup,  prompts  me  to  suggest 
that  the  General  Conference  would  show 
prophetic  leadership  if  it  were  to  declare 
world  peace  as  the  single  priority  for 
1984-88. 

Unless  we  make  world  peace  the  num¬ 
ber  one  issue,  all  other  emphases  may  be 
irrelevant. 

Let  our  denomination  not  only  declare 
itself  to  be  a  “peace  church”  and  to  be 
opposed  to  the  production  and  use  of  nu¬ 
clear  weapons,  but  also  lead  the  way  in 
building  every  conceivable  bridge  to 
world  fellowship,  understanding,  and  co¬ 
operation! 

Let  us  increase  opportunities  for  ex¬ 
changes  between  American  congrega¬ 
tions  and  congregations  overseas,  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  our  youth  to  encounter  over¬ 
seas  nationals,  opportunities  which 
reach  over  the  borders,  the  walls  and  any 
other  barriers. 

Harold  E.  Perkins 
Reading,  Massachusetts 

Real  agenda  is 

now  ‘on  the  table’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  liked  the  Feb.  24  article  by  Spurgeon 
Dunnam  on  our  church’s  “Missional  Pri¬ 
ority”  (or  lack  of  one).  You  have  placed 
the  real  agenda  on  the  table  for  the  first 
time!  We’ll  see  what  happens  now. 

George  L.  Berry 
Leland,  Mississippi 


Rene  Bideaux 
abling  EMLC  projects  and  planning  in  a 
host  of  ways  through  engagement  with  ; 
annual  conferences  and  at  the  local  level. 

Yet,  as  important  and  worthy  as  their 
record  may  be,  I  agree  with  those  who 
feel  that  too  much  has  been  made  of  the 
financial  aspect  of  EMLC.  Ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  church  leaders  have  often  remarked  , 
that  too  many  of  the  majority  in  our  ' 
church  see  the  program  only  as  an  “eco¬ 
nomic  aid  program”  or,  worse  still,  as 
some  form  of  “religious  welfare.”  Ethnic 
minority  congregations  have  always  gen¬ 
erously  supported  both  their  own  congre¬ 
gations  and  the  benevolences  of  the 
church  far  beyond  their  resources.  To 
sustain  any  local  church  indefinitely  with 
outside  resources  is  not  a  satisfactory  so¬ 
lution,  either  to  the  church  at  large  or  to 
the  congregation  itself.  The  spirit  of  the 
Discipline’s  mandate  certainly  trans¬ 
cends  the  paternal  and  the  merely  eco¬ 
nomic,  in  calling  for  a  focusing  of  our  at¬ 
tention  and  the  developing  of  new  ap¬ 
proaches  to  ministry. 

Must  see  beyond  economics 

The  United  Methodist  Church  must  see 
beyond  the  economics  of  EMLC,  particu¬ 
larly  by  Annual  Conferences  planning 
comprehensively  with  long-term  strat¬ 
egies  in  mind  when  working  with  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  their  ethnic  minority  con¬ 
stituencies.  The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  sought  to  help  the  church 
turn  away  from  the  piecemeal,  some¬ 
time  spontaneous  approaches  that  too 
often  have  characterized  our  response  to 
ethnic  minority  needs  and  perhaps  inad¬ 
vertently  exacerbated  the  crises  in  these 
churches.  Certainly  the  unevenness  and  ' 
unfairness  in  our  responses  have  not  re¬ 
sulted  in  total  faithfulness  to  God’s  work. 

I  believe  that  most  readers  of  the  Re-  1 
porter  would  agree  that  a  crucial  ele¬ 
ment  in  realizing  God’s  work  through  ' 
strong  ethnic  minority  congregations  ' 
will  be  found  in  developing  strong,  com¬ 
mitted,  enlivened  clergy  and  lay  leader-  ' 
ship.  Money  cannot  buy  such  qualities. 
God  sets  such  leaders  in  motion.  Yet  it 
should  be  self-evident  that  these  qualities 
will  not  be  sustained  without  money.  In 
this  day,  what  clergy  have  been  trained 
without  some  kind  of  funding?  What  ' 
churches  built?  What  mission  ventured? 

UMC  should  feel  gratitude 

The  United  Methodist  Church  should 
feel  a  sense  of  gratification  and  gratitude 
for  helping  to  support  hundreds  of  pas¬ 
tors  through  the  EMLC,  often  enabling 
part-time  pastors  to  serve  full-time  and 
others  to  make  ends  meet  while  finishing 
their  education.  The  support  for  church 
extension  has  meant  n§w /‘homes’' 
hundreds  of  congregations  and  new  life 
to  hundreds  of  older  ones  represented  in 
virtually  every  Annual  Conference.  For 
some  ethnic  minority  ministers,  it  has 
meant  proper  living  quarters  for  the  first 
time. 

EMLC  grants  for  mission  outreach 
have  helped  sustain  the  hopes  of  count¬ 
less  people.  These  include  the  Native 
Americans  who  have  flocked  to  Los  An¬ 
geles  from  reservations  and  are  nurtured 
by  the  only  community  center  open  to 
meeting  their  needs.  A  black  congrega¬ 
tion  in  Little  Rock  is  the  only  black 
church  there  providing  outreach  minis¬ 
tries  to  a  city  with  thousands  of  black 
people  ...  a  program  that  has  been  ac¬ 
claimed  even  by  the  Wall  Street  Journal. 

Through  the  EMLC,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  shown  its  concern  for 
the  fact  that  ethnic  minority  congrega¬ 
tions  are  caught  in  the  historic  and  eco¬ 
nomic  realities  of  our  society  and  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  Missional 
Priority  Funds  given  by  local  churches 
have  been  used  as  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  requested.  They  will  continue  to  be 
used  in  that  way  as  we  struggle  to  be 
faithful  as  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express  ' 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contri¬ 
butor,  the  Rev.  Rene  O.  Bideaux,  is  head 
of  the  National  Program  Division  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  with  offices  in  New  York  City. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  UMC's  North  Car¬ 
olina  Annual  Conference. 
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Offer  expires  July  1,  1984. 
Transportation  extra. 

Add  sales  tax  if  applicable. 
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Global  Ministries  board 
reaffirms  philosophy  , 

rallies  behind  staff 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  The  people  who  set  pol¬ 
icy  for  the  controversy-beleaguered 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries  met  here  last  week  for  the 
first  time  since  some  of  their  staunchest 
critics  formed  an  independent  missionary¬ 
sending  society  (see  UMR,  March  2  and  16). 

The  board’s  directors  responded  by 
rallying  behind  Global  Ministries’  cur¬ 
rent  philosophy  and  staff. 

Challenges  and  threats  posed  by  the 
new  mission  society  were  barbed  threads 
that  wove  through  nearly  every  session 
of  the  five-day  meeting. 

Directors  constantly  were  reminded  of 
various  pressures  —  from  supporters  of 
the  new  mission  society,  from  many  bish¬ 
ops  and  even  from  speakers  invited  to 
their  meeting  —  to  enact  changes  in  the 
agency’s  missions  program. 

But  by  week’s  end  these  directors 
ejected  from  annual  conferences  through¬ 
out  United  Methodism  appeared  to  be 
standing  against  most  of  those  pressures. 

Criticism  discussed 

As  an  example  of  the  seriousness  with 
which  the  some  120  directors  took  the 
challenges  and  threats,  they  spent  nearly 
an  hour  Thursday  afternoon  in  groups  of 
six  to  eight  around  tables  discussing  the 
merits  behind  what  they  considered 
the  four  major  criticisms  of  the  agency : 

•  Global  Ministries’  program  empha¬ 
sis  has  shifted  away  from  the  deploy¬ 
ment  of  full-time  U.S.  missionaries. 

•  The  agency  expresses  little  interest 
in  developing  new  areas  of  work  focusing 
upon  the  proclamation  of  the  Gospel. 

•  The  agency  is  unresponsive  to  re¬ 
quests  for  missionaries  from  church 
leaders  in  other  countries. 

•  The  agency’s  philosophy  of  mission 
has  turned  away  from  its  Wesleyan  roots 
by  embracing  “liberation  theologies." 

Each  table  group  wrote  a  report  on  the 
merits  of  the  criticisms  and  what  re¬ 
sponses  are  needed. 

A  special  committee  summarized  the 
reports  to  the  whole  body  during  the 
final  session  on  Friday. 

“Communication  the  problem” 

According  to  members  of  the  special 
committee: 

“What  came  through  in  all  the  reports 
was  that  we  feel  good  about  what  we  are 
doing  through  Global  Ministries.’’ 

“There  was  great  agreement  that  crit¬ 
ics  don’t  understand  what  we  are  doing.  ’’ 

“We  evidently  haven’t  told  our  story 
the  way  we  understand  it.  We  directors 
know  our  theology  and  believe  it  is  Wes¬ 
leyan.  Most  directors  here  feel  we  do 
have  proper  roots  and  foundations.” 

The  summary  drew  no  objections  from 
the  floor.  The  committee  was  authorized 
to  write  a  statement  which  will  be  dis¬ 
seminated  to  Global  Ministries  “constit¬ 
uencies  to  assist  in  interpretation”  in 
relation  to  questions  raised  about  the 
new  mission  society. 

Mission  society 
directors  hedge 
on  fund  support 

CHICAGO  (UMR)  -  At  their  first  full 
board  meeting  here  March  9,  directors 
of  the  new  independent  Mission  Society 
for  United  Methodists  passed  a  resolution 
stating  the  society  won’t  suggest  that 
congregations  withhold  payments  to  the 
denomination’s  central  administrative 
and  benevolence  fund  —  “at  this  time.” 

However,  the  resolution  said  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  considers  “loyalty  to  Jesus 
Christ  and  biblical  Christianity  in  the 
Wesleyan  tradition  to  be  a  far  greater 
claim  on  our  faith  than  any  mandate  for 
institutional  loyalty.” 

Directors  said  society  members  hope 
enough  changes  will  be  forthcoming 
within  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries  that  they  will  be  able  to 
continue  supporting  the  central  adminis¬ 
trative/benevolence  World  Service  fund, 
part  of  which  is  distributed  to  Ministries. 

The  board  added  six  more  members 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  6  and  Jan.  27).  Included 
are  two  laywomen  (one  Native  American 
ajid  one  a  white  president  of  an  annual 
conference  board  of  global  ministries), 
one  white  layman  and  three  pastors 
(white,  black  and  Native  American). 


Committee  chairperson  Marilyn  Win¬ 
ters  said  the  board’s  statement  will  af¬ 
firm  Global  Ministries’  commitment  to 
increasing  the  number  of  missionaries, 
its  responsiveness  to  overseas  church 
leaders,  its  interest  in  the  “unreached” 
and  its  roots  in  scriptural  tradition. 

Staff  praised 

A  key  complaint  by  supporters  of  the 
new  mission  society  and  even  of  some 
church  leaders  who  have  stated  opposi¬ 
tion  to  that  society  has  been  a  general  lack 
of  confidence  in  Global  ministries’  staff. 

In  an  apparent  reaction,  many  reports 
here  praised  specific  staff  persons.  One 
staff  executive  thanked  directors  for  re¬ 
sisting  efforts  by  some  critics  “to  divide 
you  directors  from  us  on  the  staff.” 

Near  the  end  of  the  week,  the  directors 
gave  a  standing  ovation  in  support  of  the 
staff  in  general. 

Many  table  group  reports  asked  that 
the  “agency  continue  to  be  open  to  other 
points  of  view  and  to  listen  to  United 
Methodists.” 

This  spirit  was  evident  in  the  planning 
of  the  meeting  in  which  major  invited 
speakers  dwelt  on  perceived  weaknesses 
of  the  agency.  Several  annual  conference 
officials  also  were  invited  to  talk  about 
their  perceptions  of  the  agency’s  work. 

(More  details  on  speeches  and 
accounts  of  other  actions  taken  at  the 
meeting  will  appear  in  next  week's  issue 
of  the  Reporter.) 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Cam p~rPeen  ruj  84 

Sports  arena  booked 
for  UMC  ‘cam pmee ting’ 


SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  -  An  estimated 
10,000  people  from  around  the  country 
are  expected  here  June  27-July  1  to 
celebrate  the  Bicentennial  of  Meth¬ 
odism  at  “Camp-Meeting  ’84.” 

The  four-day  gathering  sponsored 
by  the  UMC’s  New  York  West  Area 
will  be  on  the  campus  of  UM-related 
Syracuse  University.  Main  events  will 
be  in  the  university’s  huge  new 
Carrier  Dome,  a  sports  arena  often 
seen  on  national  television. 

Planners  said  that  Camp-Meeting 
’84  is  modeled  after  camp  meetings  of 
early  Methodism. 

Preachers  will  include  the  Rev.  Ro¬ 
bert  Schuller  of  California,  famed 
both  for  the  Crystal  Cathedral  which 
houses  his  congregation  and  for  his 
“Hour  of  Power”  TV  ministry;  the 
Rev.  Lloyd  John  Ogilvie,  Presby¬ 
terian  also  from  California;  the  Rev. 
David  McKenna,  representing  the 
Free  Methodist  Church  tradition; 
Pauline  Webb  from  the  British  Meth¬ 


odist  Church,  and  the  Rev.  Leontine 
T.  C.  Kelly,  head  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  evangelism  section  in  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  in 
Nashville. 

Other  speakers  will  include  resident 
Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel,  Bishop  Mar¬ 
jorie  Mathews  from  Wisconsin,  Bis¬ 
hop  Kenneth  Goodson  from  Duke  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  the  Rev.  James  Forces,  a 
Pentecostal  on  the  faculty  of  Union 
Theological  Seminary. 

Workshop  leaders  will  include  nation¬ 
al  figures  in  spirituality,  Bible  study, 
church  renewal  and  church  history. 

Musicians  will  range  from  western 
artist  Willie  Nelson  to  the  Syracuse 
Symphony. 

Participants  may  camp  on  a  special 
campground  near  the  university  or 
stay  in  university  or  commercial 
housing. 

More  information  is  available  from 
Camp-Meeting  ’84,  1100  S.  Goodman 
Street,  Rochester,  NY  14620. 


UM  mission  unit  plans: 
bring  churches  alive, 
add  million  members 


Native  American  ministries  get 
Religion  and  Race  top  priority 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  The  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  in 
its  final  meeting  of  the  quadrennium 
here  March  12-15  concentrated  its  atten¬ 
tion  on  the  denomination’s  smallest  eth¬ 
nic  minority  group,  the  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans. 

The  commission  approved  a  petition 
from  its  Native  American  concerns  com¬ 
mittee  to  General  Conference  that  would 
mandate  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  to  make  the  re¬ 
cruitment,  training  and  deployment  of 
Native  American  clergy  a  high  priority 
during  the  1985-88  quadrennium.  This 
petition  also  calls  for  the  development  of 
a  system  to  appoint  Native  American 
United  Methodist  ministers  across  an¬ 
nual  conference  boundaries. 

Additionally,  the  Native  American  con¬ 
cerns  committee  recommended  that  the 
commission  send  a  letter  to  U.S.  Sena¬ 
tors  John  Melcher  and  Mark  Andrews 
supporting  them  for  their  work  with  the 
Senate  Select  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  and  encouraging  them  to  work  to¬ 
ward  its  continuation.  The  Senate  Select 
Committee,  which  faces  termination  for 
lack  of  federal  funding,  works  speci¬ 
fically  with  Native  American  legislation. 

Hispanics  report  success 

The  commission’s  Hispanic  concerns 
committee  expressed  satisfaction  con¬ 
cerning  the  National  United  Methodist 
Hispanic  Encounter  held  here  March  2-4. 
Sponsored  by  the  Commission  on  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Race,  the  “Encounter”  brought 
together  61  Hispanics  from  such  various 
heritages  as  Puerto-Rican,  Cuban,  Chi¬ 
lean  and  Mexican-American.  The  “En¬ 
counter”  was  intended,  according  to  its 
planners,  to  enable  all  Hispanics  to 
understand  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  system  so  they  may  find  their 
role  within  it  and  use  the  church’s  re¬ 
sources  for  the  growth  of  the  Hispanic 
ministry. 

The  Hispanic  committee  recom¬ 
mended  a  second  "Encounter”  for  the 
next  quadrennium  and  encouraged  other 
ethnic  minority  groups  to  use  the  “En¬ 
counter”  method  as  one  means  to  gain 
intra-ethnic  solidarity. 

The  Rev.  Hidetoshi  Tanaka  was  elect¬ 
ed  as  an  associate  general  secretary  for 
the  commission,  replacing  the  Rev. 
Amos  Reid.  Mr.  Tanaka  previously  serv¬ 


ed  as  senior  pastor  of  Blaine  Memorial 
UMC  in  Seattle. 

The  commission’s  black  concerns  com¬ 
mittee  presented  recommendations  for 
increasing  racial  inclusiveness  in  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  These  recommendations  were 
made  in  conjunction  with  a  report  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  commission’s  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  Review  Committee  which  moni¬ 
tors  the  level  of  racial  inclusiveness  in 
several  annual  conferences  each  quad¬ 
rennium  in  cooperation  with  the  presid¬ 
ing  bishops  of  those  conferences. 

Racial  inclusiveness  monitored 

During  the  1981-1984  quadrennium 
eight  annual  conferences  were  reviewed 
along  with  Western  Pennsylvania.  They 
were  the  Southwest  Texas,  Florida,  East 
Ohio,  Mississippi,  West  Virginia,  North¬ 
west  Texas,  New  Mexico  and  Pacific  and 
Southwest  annual  conferences.  Monitor¬ 
ing  reports  on  these  annual  conferences 


were  presented  at  previous  meetings  of 
the  commission. 

Although  the  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  is  recommending 
continuation  of  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  as  the  denomination-wide 
Missional  Priority  for  the  1985-88  quad¬ 
rennium,  its  chief  executive  the  Rev. 
Woodie  White  told  the  Reporter  he  was 
pessimistic  about  its  continuation.  The 
broader  “Church  Alive”  proposal  from 
the  UM  General  Council  on  Ministries 
will  most  likely  be  approved  as  the 
missional  priority  “because  it  has  some¬ 
thing  for  everyone,”  he  said  (see  related 
article  elsewhere  in  this  issue) . 

The  commission  ended  its  four  years  at 
a  gala  event  entitled  “A  Night  of  Cele¬ 
bration  Affirming  Our  Pluralism  and  In¬ 
clusiveness”  at  the  predominately  white, 
8,500-member,  Lovers  Lane  UMC.  Com¬ 
mission  members  were  treated  to  a 
Mexican  dinner  and  a  musical  program 
that  featured  numerous  ethnic  minority 
groups. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  A  United  Methodist 
agency  often  charged  with  overem¬ 
phasizing  social  action  last  week  urged 
the  denomination  to  halt  its  long  mem¬ 
bership  decline. 

“We  call  upon  our  United  Methodist 
Church  to  strive  for  a  minimum  of  10  per¬ 
cent  growth  during  the  coming  quadren¬ 
nium,  adding  well  over  one  million  new 
persons  to  the  Body  of  Christ,”  states  an 
ambitious  planbook  for  developing  local 
congregations. 

Directors  of  the  National  Program  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  adopted  the  planbook  last 
week  and  made  church  membership 
growth  a  major  goal  for  the  agency 

This  contains  no  provision  for  a  new 
church-wide  major  funding  plan.  Rather 
it  is  anticipated  that  money  will  be  raised 
and  spent  primarily  at  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  and  local  levels. 

But  it  details  numerous  resources  the 
National  Division  will  provide:  training 
for  leaders,  examples  of  successful  con¬ 
gregations  that  can  serve  as  models,  de¬ 
velopment  of  new  models,  architectural 
advice,  and  many  kinds  of  referral 
services. 

Hardly  a  numbers  game 

The  46-page  book  is  hardly  a  guide  just 
for  some  sort  of  church-growth  numbers 
game. 

Rather,  it  outlines  a  vision  of  renewing 
existing  congregations  and  establishing 
new  ones  to  be  so  bursting  with  missional 
outreach  into  their  communities  that 
membership  growth  will  naturally  occur. 

“A  congregation  that  is  in  mission  will 
draw  people,”  said  the  Rev.  Eli  Rivera, 
head  of  the  division’s  congregational  de¬ 
velopment  unit. 

He  said  the  National  Division  is  reject¬ 
ing  the  excuse  that  has  been  made  by 
some  United  Methodists  that  the  denomi¬ 
nation  has  been  losing  members  because 
it  has  been  so  “faithful  to  the  Gospel.” 
According  to  that  argument,  Americans 
have  tended  to  avoid  churches  that  take 
difficult  stands  for  social  and  economic 
justice. 

But  the  National  Division  planbook 
states  that  the  opposite  probably  is  true: 
“We  are  convinced  that  where  a  loving 
and  just  God  is  proclaimed  and  where  op¬ 
portunities  are  provided  for  service  to 
that  God  at  work  in  the  human  commu¬ 
nity,  congregations  will  spring  up  to  live, 
flourish  and  bring  hope  to  our  world.” 

Confessions  of  faith  needed 

A  missional  congregation  not  only 
serves  people’s  needs  in  the  community 
but  places  a  high  value  on  inviting 
persons  to  have  a  “new  experience  of 
God  through  Jesus  Christ,”  the  National 
Division  stated.  “We  call  upon  our  con¬ 
gregations  to  focus  on  receiving  persons 


by  Confession  of  Faith  as  well  as  by 
transfer”  from  other  congregations. 

Mr.  Rivera  acknowledged  to  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  some  outreach  to  persons  in 
need  through  National  Division-related 
community  centers  has  failed  also  to 
offer  them  the  opportunity  to  become 
part  of  a  nurturing,  worshiping  congre¬ 
gation. 

The  National  Division  will  be  address¬ 
ing  the  need  to  integrate  these  commu¬ 
nity  centers  with  nearby  congregations 
and  to  develop  congregations  where  none 
exist,  he  said. 

“So  often  we  talk  about  what  we  as 
United  Methodists  can  and  should  do,” 
Mr.  Rivera  said.  “But  just  doing  by  our¬ 
selves  is  not  going  to  build  the  church. 
We  may  do  a  lot  of  good,  but  we  won’t  be 
building  the  Kingdom  of  God.  This  plan  is 
for  us  to  join  with  what  God  is  doing. 
Wherever  churches  are  alive,  you’ll  see 
them  not  concentrating  on  what  they  can 
do  but  participating  with  God.” 

Emphasis  on  poor 

The  denomination  is  encouraged  to 
reach  out  to  all  unchurched  persons  but 
especially  to  persons  with  lower  incomes 
and  those  with  language  and  cultures 
different  from  the  white  majority  in 
United  Methodism. 

“Over  the  years  the  church  has  been 
guilty  of  closing  churches  in  areas  where 
poor  people  and  people  of  color  have  been 
pouring  in,”  said  the  Rev.  James  Law- 
son,  a  National  Division  director  and  a 
pastor  from  Los  Angeles.  “That  is  a 
major  cause  of  our  membership  decline. 

“If  we  don’t  face  this  issue  in  our  an¬ 
nual  conferences,  we’re  not  going  any¬ 
where  in  the  church  development 
arena,"  he  said. 

If  there  is  a  familiar  sound  to  this  plan 
for  making  each  congregation  a  center 
for  missions  while  quickly  adding  new 
congregations,  Mr.  Rivera  acknowledges 
that  the  thrust  is  very  similar  to  that  of 
“The  Church  Alive”  proposal.  The 
UMC’s  General  Council  on  Ministries  is 
asking  the  1984  General  Conference  to 
adopt  “Church  Alive”  as  the  “missional 
priority”  for  the  next  four  years. 

But  “Church  Alive”  would  involve  a 
major  request  of  funds  from  churches  to 
create  a  national  program  in  which  about 
half  the  funds  would  be  used  by  the 
general  agencies. 

Mr.  Rivera  explained  that  an  impor¬ 
tant  aspect  of  the  National  Division  plan 
is  that  the  division  will  work  jointly  with 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship.  Re¬ 
sponsibility  for  congregational  develop¬ 
ment  is  assigned  to  those  two  agencies 
under  "The  Book  of  Discipline.” 

Persons  desiring  a  copy  of  the  National 
Division  Planbook  or  needing  help  in  de¬ 
veloping  a  missional  congregation  and 
membership  growth  may  contact  Mr.  Ri¬ 
vera  at  475  Riverside  Dr.,  New  York 
City,  N.Y.  10115. 


Potato  Project  a- peelin'’  for  more  food  funds 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BIG  ISLAND,  Va.  —  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  Potato  Project,  which  shipped 
more  than  1  million  pounds  of  potatoes  to 
food  banks  and  other  suppliers  for  needy 
persons  in  part  of  1983,  has  had  to  put  a 
lid  on  its  success  so  far  in  1984. 

The  Rev.  Ray  Buchanan,  co-director, 
said  lack  of  funds  has  caused  him  and  co¬ 
director  the  Rev.  Ken  Horne  to  set  a  limit 
of  8  million  pounds  to  be  shipped  this 
year. 

He  admits  that  will  be  hard  to  hold 
down  to,  since  the  project  shipped  nearly 
1  million  pounds  average  per  month  for 
the  first  three  months  of  1984.  The  high¬ 
est  month  so  far  was  February  1984, 
when  the  Potato  Project  salvaged  more 
than  1.3  million  pounds. 

The  Potato  Project  locates  growers 
who  may  have  slightly-imperfect 
potatoes  which  they  are  willing  to  donate 
for  hungry  persons.  The  two  United 
Methodist  ministers,  members  of  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  Conference,  then  contact  com¬ 
mercial  truckers  who  agree  to  haul  the 
potatoes  from  a  donor  farmer’s  fields  to 
a  soup  kitchen  or  other  designated 
hunger  relief  agency. 

The  Potato  Project  covers  all  costs  of 
shipping  and  packing.  That’s  running 


under  four  cents  per  pound. 

But  at  8  million  pounds  projected  for 
1984,  that’s  $320,000. 

Under  its  parent-agency  name  of  the 
Society  of  St.  Andrew,  the  Potato  Project 
is  approved  for  a  United  Methodist  Na¬ 
tional  Division  Advance  Special.  The  pro¬ 
ject  number  for  Advance  Special  gifts  is 
985461-8. 


It  also  is  approved  as  a  Virginia  con¬ 
ference  Advance  Special. 

Major  separate  gifts  have  been  $3,000 
from  the  Iowa  conference,  $15,000  from 
the  Baltimore  conference  and  $5,000 
from  the  National  Division.  Mr. 
Buchanan  said  he  had  been  told  the  pro¬ 
ject  might  receive  $100,000  in  1984  from 
the  National  Division. 


Irish  or  white  potatoes  are  the  pro¬ 
ject’s  main  item,  though  a  few  thousand 
pounds  of  sweet  potatoes  also  have  been 
shipped.  The  two  ministers  receive 
potatoes  weekly  from  growers  in  Maine, 
Iowa,  North  Dakota  and  California  and 
occasionally  from  five  other  states.  They 
have  shipped  food  into  food  centers  in  33 
states.  -JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Jesse  Jackson  sees  campaign 
for  presidency  as  crusade 


SIGNIFICANT  OPPORTUNITIES  IN 

THEOLOGY  &  RELIGION  •  FINE  ARTS  •  HEALTH  SERVICES  • 
COMPUTER  SCIENCE  •  MEDICINE  •  JOURNALISM  •  THE 
HUMANITIES  •  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATION  •  SPEECH  AND 
DRAMA  •  MATHEMATICS  •  COMMUNICATIONS  •  MUSIC 


Support  The  Black  College  Fund 
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The  Black  College  Fund 
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By  WILLIAM  BOLE 

Religious  News  Service  Staff  Writer 

On  Nov.  3,  the  Rev.  Jesse  L.  Jackson 
began  what  he  calls  his  “religious  cru¬ 
sade”  to  "save  the  soul”  of  America.  In 
secular  terms,  he  was  announcing  his  bid 
for  the  Democratic  presidential  nomina¬ 
tion. 

More  than  any  other  candidate  in 
history,  Mr.  Jackson,  the  first  black  to 
become  a  major  contender  in  a  presiden¬ 
tial  race,  has  infused  religious  themes 
into  the  election  contest. 

The  imagery  comes  naturally  to  the  43- 
year-old  former  aide  to  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  His  speeches  and 
policies  resound  with  the  spirited  tones  of 
his  Baptist  heritage. 

When  he  announced  to  an  exuberant 
overflow  crowd  of  3,000  at  the  Washing¬ 
ton  convention  center  that  he  was 
running  for  president  he  promised  to 
bring  a  “redemptive  spirit”  to  the  na¬ 
tion.  In  flowing  biblical  language  he 
pledged  also  to  conduct  a  campaign 
“through  the  eyes  of  the  hurt,  and  the  re¬ 
jected,  and  the  despised,  those  left  stand¬ 
ing  naked  before  the  Lord  in  the  winter¬ 
time.” 

More  there  than  rhetoric 

The  religious  dimension  of  the  Jackson 
campaign  is  more  than  rhetorical,  how¬ 
ever.  Leaders  of  four  black  denomina¬ 
tions  have  announced  they  will  work  for 
his  candidacy.  The  Rev.  T.  J.  Jemison, 
president  of  the  6.8-million-member  Na¬ 
tional  Baptist  Convention,  believes  that 
most  of  the  denomination’s  29,000  minis¬ 
ters  are  ready  to  support  the  campaign. 

The  Jackson  candidacy  has  also 
sparked  an  unprecedented  voter-regis¬ 


tration  drive  among  black  churches,  the 
traditional  generator  of  votes  in  the 
black  community.  For  many,  it  is  a  new 
experience,  and  some  in  their  en¬ 
thusiasm  have  sent  in  checks  which  the 
Jackson  campaign  has  had  to  return  with 
a  note  explaining  that  the  Internal  Rev¬ 
enue  Service  doesn’t  allow  this  sort  of 
gesture  by  a  tax-exempt  church. 

In  admonishing  people  to  fight  for 
peace,  nuclear  disarmament  and  human 
rights,  Mr.  Jackson  asks  that  they  place 
the  “cross  of  Christ”  higher  than  a  na¬ 
tion’s  flag.  Raising  the  cross,  he  says,  al¬ 
so  means  guarding  against  the 
“politicization  of  prayer”  through 
school-prayer  legislation,  and  the  "mis¬ 
use"  of  religion  to  bless  government 
policies. 

One  contemporary  theological  in¬ 
fluence  on  Mr.  Jackson  has  been  the 
Protestant  theologian  Paul  Tillich, 
whose  book,  “Love,  Power  and  Justice,” 
deals  with  the  moral  use  of  power 

“Love  without  power  is  anemic  .  .  . 
And  power  without  love  can  be  reckless, 
even  despotic.  And  so  one  needs  some 
combination  of  love  and  power  to  get  jus¬ 
tice,"  the  candidate,  a  Tillich  student  at 
Chicago  Theological  Seminary,  said  re¬ 
cently. 

According  to  a  longtime  Jackson  aide, 
the  Rev.  Frank  Watkins,  these  principles 
have  guided  past  Jackson  campaigns  to 
extract  ethical  behavior  from  major  cor¬ 


porations  through  boycott  pressure  — 
and,  more  fundamentally,  have  in¬ 
fluenced  his  reactions  to  both  the  pas¬ 
siveness  of  some  black  leaders  and  the 
ruthlessness  of  some  militants. 


Political  base  in  Chicago 

His  political  base  has  been  Operation 
Push,  a  black  economic  development 
group  which  he  formed  in  Chicago,  in 
1971,  after  breaking  with  the  Southern 
Christian  Leadership  Conference. 

He  got  his  start  in  the  civil  rights  move¬ 
ment  when  he  left  the  Chicago  seminary 
in  1967,  a  semester  before  he  was  to  grad¬ 
uate,  to  work  for  Dr.  King  at  the  SCLC 
after  seeing  news  reports  of  black  dem¬ 
onstrators  being  beaten  by  police  in  Sel¬ 
ma,  Ala.  Two  years  later,  at  the  age  of  28, 
he  was  on  the  cover  of  Time  magazine. 

Mr.  Jackson’s  application  of  his 
“flight-from-bondage”  theme  to  West 
Bank  Palestinians  under  Israeli  occupa¬ 
tion  has  created  serious  conflicts  with  the 
Jewish  community.  His  1979  meetings 
with  Palestine  Liberation  Organization 
leader  Yasir  Arafat  sparked  Jewish  con¬ 
demnation  which  continues  to  haunt  him. 
though  Mr.  Jackson  has  said  he  stands  by 
America’s  moral  commitment  to  a 
secure  Israel. 

He  used  to  denounce  legal  abortion  as  a 
rejection  of  “sacred  absolutes,”  and 
often  cited  his  own  mother  who,  poor  and 
unmarried  in  Greenville,  S.C.,  rejected 
advice  to  get  an  abortion  when  pregnant 
with  him.  But  he  altered  his  position  on 
abortion  after  he  met  with  women’s 
leaders,  considered  an  important  part  of 
his  “rainbow  coalition”  of  the  dispos¬ 
sessed.  He  still  expresses  personal  objec¬ 
tions  to  abortion,  but  opposes  any  legisla¬ 
tion  to  restrict  access  to  it. 
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Missional  priority'1  proposal  would  broaden  plan 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

EDITOR  S  NOTE:  The  1984  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  will  meet  May  1-11  in 
Baltimore.  Delegates  will  wear  the 
medallion  at  right.  Following  is  the 
twelfth  in  a  17-part  series  of  articles 
summarizing  major  issues  which  will 
face  the  delegates. 

The  words  “missional  priority”  are 
found  nowhere  in  the  writings  of  John 
Wesley  or  in  Holy  Scriptures. 

But  they  will  be  very  real  and  pre¬ 
sent  words  for  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference  delegates,  as  they  have  been 
for  delegates  to  both  the  1976  and  1980 
General  Conferences . 

They  are  intended  to  denote  what 
the  General  Conference  may  des¬ 
ignate  as  a  special  denomination¬ 
wide  emphasis  for  the  next  four  years 
—  in  this  case  for  1985-88.  If  the 
“missional  priority”  idea  were  car¬ 
ried  to  its  logical  limits,  each  and 
every  United  Methodist  ordained 
clergyperson  and  lay  member  would 
know  about  it,  do  something  about  it. 
and  take  it  as  a  matter  of  top  personal 
priority,  for  four  years. 


Series:  Part  XII 

Of  course  it  doesn't  happen  that 
way.  In  fact  experience  with 
“missional  priorities”  in  1977-80  and 
in  1981-84  indicates  that  the  urgent 
“priority”  message  never  gets  home 
to  large  numbers  of  United  Methodist 
congregations  or  their  members. 

The  proposed  “missional  priority" 
for  1985-88  as  recommended  by  the 
denomination’s  principal  coordinat¬ 
ing  agency,  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  goes  under  the  title  of 


“The  Church  Alive:  An  Inclusive 
Church  for  a  Just  Society.” 

If  the  General  Conference  adopts 
the  proposal  coming  from  the  GCOM, 
United  Methodists  would  be  asked  in 
those  four  years  to: 

•  Establish  at  least  250  new  congre¬ 
gations  per  year  or  1,000  for  the  four 
years,  at  least  half  of  which  would  be 
primarily  for  racial  and  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  persons. 

•  “Revitalize”  more  than  1,000 
existing  congregations  per  year  or 
nearly  5,000  during  the  next  four 
years. 

•  Raise  up  to  $10  million  per  year 
during  the  next  four  years  for  an 
apportioned  benevolence  “missional 
priority”  fund,  on  top  of  all  other 
monies  to  be  raised  for  local  church, 
regional  or  national  church  expenses. 

This  $40  million  package  did  not  get 
to  Baltimore  without  debate.  Much 
came  within  the  parent  GCOM  body 
itself;  others  came  between  the  cen¬ 
tral  program  coordinating  body  and 
the  central  treasury  and  adminis¬ 
tration  body,  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration.  The  lat¬ 
ter  agency  wants  the  per-year  price 


cut  to  $7.5  million  for  a  four-year  total 
of  $30  million. 

Regardless  of  the  price  tag,  the  pro¬ 
posed  “Church  Alive”  priority  would 
ask  United  Methodists  to  continue 
their  emphasis  of  the  current  <  1981- 
84)  priority  on  developing  and 
strengthening  the  ethnic  minority  lo¬ 
cal  church  (EMLC).  To  that  ongoing 
emphasis  would  be  added  a  focus  on 
congregational  development  (new 
churches)  and  revitalization  (existing 
churches),  plus  a  focus  on  “justice 
ministries”  which  relies  on  terms  like 
“empowering”  and  “wholeness”  for 
some  of  its  main  definitions. 

The  history  of  United  Methodism’s 
“missional  priorities”  between  1975 
and  1984  suggests  little  optimism  that 
any  new  one  may  have  difficulty 
meeting  its  programmatic  and  finan¬ 
cial  goals. 

The  current  priority,  EMLC,  has  an 
apportioned  church-wide  annual  goal 
of  $5  million  each  year  for  1981-84. 
This  means  that  each  and  every  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  (nearly  10  million  in  all) 
should  have  given  approximately  50 
cents  per  year  eventually  going  to 
meet  the  “missional  priority”  goal. 


So  far,  it  has  never  come  close.  And 
the  farther  the  priority  gets  from  its 
1980  General  Conference  birth  date, 
the  less  it  is  receiving. 

The  intention  of  the  current 
“missional  priority”  is  to  respond  to 
developmental  needs  and  purposes 
identified  by  United  Methodism’s  four 
major  ethnic  minority  groups  — 
Asian  and  Pacific  Islanders,  blacks, 
Hispanics  and  Native  Americans. 

Each  annual  conference  may  retain 
up  to  30  percent  of  EMLC  receipts 
from  its  local  churches  and  develop 
programs  or  extend  grants  as  it 
deems  appropriate  to  ethnic  minority 
local  churches  in  its  own  area. 

Despite  the  priority’s  failure  to 
reach  its  financial  goals  during  this 
quadrennium  and  despite  the  inclu¬ 
sion  of  much  of  the  current  EMLC  em¬ 
phasis  in  the  proposed  new  broader 
priority,  many  UM  general  agencies 
and  boards  argue  that  the  present 
priority  should  be  continued  as  the 
UMC’s  sole  “missional  priority”  for 
at  least  another  four  years.  They 
contend  that  members  across  the 
church  are  only  now  beginning  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  message  and  to  feel  some  of 


the  urgency  of  the  current  priority. 

The  GCOM,  following  tense  debate 
last  fall,  indicated  by  its  vote  that  it 
believes  EMLC  is  not  sufficiently 
broad  to  grab  the  attention  and 
support  of  United  Methodists. 

Consequently  GCOM  proposed  in¬ 
stead  the  “Church  Alive”  priority. 

Delegates  in  Baltimore  could  “vote 
up”  the  new,  broader  proposal,  or 
they  could  continue  the  current  EMLC 
priority.  Or  they  could  decide  to  take 
the  route  advocated  in  a  Reporter 
Interpretive  Analysis  during  late  Feb¬ 
ruary,  to  recognize  a  fundamental 
flaw  in  the  concept  and  design  of 
“missional  priorities,”  and  to  adopt 
no  “missional  priority”  as  such.  The 
goals  the  “missional  priority”  pro¬ 
posals  are  intended  to  achieve  would 
be  achieved  by  General  Conference 
mandates,  but  without  a  nationally- 
administered  church-wide  structure 
and  fund. 

With  upwards  of  $40  million  in  pro¬ 
posed  funding  and  a  four-year  priori¬ 
tized  program  hanging  in  the  balance, 
the  subject  is  sure  to  be  one  of  the  top 
two  or  three  issues  at  the  1984  General 
Conference. 


UMs  want  more  NCC  accountability 

CHICAGO  (UMNS)  —  United  writtpn  nrnnncalc  InctanJ  _ : - 1  L. _ _ 4  1 _ r _ 41 _  . 


CHICAGO  (UMNS)  -  United  Method 
ists  would  like  to  see  a  strong  general 
secretary  for  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  more  accountability  on  the 
part  of  its  program  units.  This  was  the 
message  a  United  Methodist  Church 
delegation  delivered  here  March  2  to 
members  of  the  Presidential  Panel 
mapping  the  NCCC’s  future. 

Five  bishops  and  three  general  secre¬ 
taries  were  in  the  16-member  United 
Methodist  delegation  chaired  by  Bishop 
James  S.  Thomas  of  the  Ohio  East  Area. 
Their  comments  were  received  by  panel 
members  Kara  Cole  of  Richmond,  Ind., 
administrative  secretary  of  the  Friends 
United  Meeting,  and  the  Rev.  Ewing  T. 
Wayland,  general  secretary  of  the  UM 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration.  Ruby  Rhoades  of  Elgin,  Ill., 
substituted  for  Robert  W.  Neff,  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  panel  chairperson. 

The  Presidential  Panel,  which  has 
been  meeting  since  May  1982,  has  drawn 
up  a  15-page  paper  outlining  new  direc¬ 
tions  for  the  council’s  governance,  struc¬ 
ture,  program  and  funding.  Member  de¬ 
nominations  are  being  asked  to  assess  its 
strengths  and  weaknesses.  A  revised 
proposal  is  due  to  go  to  the  NCCC 
Governing  Board  in  November. 

The  United  Methodists  met  immediate¬ 
ly  before  the  March  2  session  but  had  no 


written  proposals  Instead  they  raised 
questions  about  the  Presidential  Panel’s 
paper  and  indicated  certain  preferences 
which  will  be  put  into  writing  soon. 

What  does  ’community’  mean? 

The  meeting  began  with  a  discussion  of 
the  phrase  “community  of  com¬ 
munions.”  The  preamble  to  the  NCCC 
constitution  says  the  council  is  “a  com¬ 
munity  of  Christian  communions  .  .  . 
which  confess  Jesus  Christ,  the  incarnate 
Word  of  God,  as  Savior  and  Lord”  and 
seek  to  manifest  the  unity  of  the  church. 

Ms.  Cole  said  the  smallest  unit  of  com¬ 
munity  is  a  family,  where  commitment, 
ownership  and  trust  are  shown.  But  how 
does  the  council  help  40  million  church 
members  learn  about  each  other  so  they 
develop  trust?  she  asked.  Dr.  Wayland 
said  the  Presidential  Panel  had 
developed  a  sense  of  community  and  “we 
hope  the  same  can  develop  in  the  NCCC.” 

When  another  United  Methodist 
pressed  for  a  firmer  definition,  Bishop 
James  Ault  of  the  Pittsburgh  Area  said 
that  NCCC  Governing  Board  members 
have  trust  and  confidence  in  each  other 
and  they  “work  off  of  that  experiential- 
ly.”  He  added  that  it  was  impossible  to 
describe  the  Kingdom  of  God,  but  “when 
you  see  a  sign  of  it  you  say,  ‘Ah,  there  it  is.’  ” 

An  “overview  of  current  NCCC  de¬ 


sign”  handed  out  before  the  meeting 
noted  the  council  has  a  “bottom-up” 
structure.  This  means  that  programs 
originate  in  unit  committees,  which  are 
made  up  of  persons  from  the  denomina¬ 
tions  who  do  comparable  work  in  their 
own  denomination.  Any  statements  or 
actions  of  these  groups  must  conform  to 
the  policy  set  by  the  Governing  Board. 

The  recently  issued  "Inclusive 
Language  Lectionary"  was  cited  as  one 
example  of  how  the  system  works. 

Haviland  Houston,  a  Governing  Board 
member,  regretted  that  the  board  had 
not  been  asked  to  approve  the  lectionary. 
Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel,  who  chairs  a 
bishops’  committee  reviewing  the  NCCC, 
said  the  NCCC’s  pattern  of  accounta¬ 
bility  was  followed  in  the  case  of  the  lec¬ 
tionary  “but  what  can  we  do  about  it?” 

Ms.  Houston  wanted  the  Governing 
Board  to  fully  discuss  program  sugges¬ 
tions  coming  from  the  units  and  take 
ownership  of  them. 

What  does  accountability  mean? 

Bishop  Edsel  Ammons  of  the  Detroit 
Area  cautioned  that  in  a  community  as 
large  as  the  NCCC,  accountability  does 
not  mean  agreement  with  everything 
that  is  done.  And  Rena  Yocum,  another 
Governing  Board  member,  questioned 
how  any  document  could  retain  its 


High  court’s  only  United  Methodist 
disagrees  in  Nativity  scene  case 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  A  Supreme 
Court  majority  decision  March  5  uphold¬ 
ing  use  of  a  Nativity  scene  in  a  muni¬ 
cipally-sponsored  Christmas  display 
drew  a  sharp  dissent  from  the  only  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  on  the  high  court,  Harry  A. 
Blackmun. 

“Not  only  does  the  Court’s  resolution  of 
this  controversy  make  light  of  our  prece¬ 
dents,  but  also,  ironically,  the  majority 


does  an  injustice  to  the  creche  and  the 
message  it  manifests,”  Justice  Black¬ 
mun  wrote.  He  was  one  of  four  dissenting 
members  of  the  court  in  the  case  growing 
out  of  a  40-year-old  practice  in  Paw¬ 
tucket,  R.I. 

Along  with  the  creche,  the  display  has 
included  a  Santa  Claus  house,  a  team  of 
reindeer  pulling  Santa’s  sleigh,  candy- 
striped  poles,  a  Christmas  tree,  carolers, 


Looking  For  Persons  For  Mission 

WANTED:  Candidates  for  world  and  national  mission  openings 
to  serve  as  partners  in  mission. 

SERVICE  OPPORTUNITIES:  World-pastoral  couples,  surgeons, 
physicians,  hospital  administrator,  director  of  a  Bible  Institute, 
professor  of  church  history,  agricultural  worker,  and  teachers 
of  science  and  English.  National— pastors,  church  and  commu¬ 
nity  workers,  physician,  nurses,  director  of  community  center 
and  teachers. 

QUALIFICATIONS:  •  A  clear  Christian  commitment  with  an 
eagerness  to  share  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ  •  Active 
participation  in  the  church  or  Christian  community  •  Inter- 
cultural  sensitivity  and  understanding  •  Commitment  to  work 
with  people  toward  self-determination  •  Interpersonal  skills 

•  Professional  competence  and  educational  preparation 

•  Physical  and  emotional  health  •  Willingness  to  serve  where 
skills  match  needs. 

WHERE  TO  APPLY:  Mission  Personnel  Resources,  Room  1470, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115. 


$ 


Sharing  the  Whole  Gospel  With  the  Whole  World 

GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES 


cutout  figures  of  seasonal  characters  and 
a  large  “Season’s  Greetings"  banner. 

“The  creche  has  been  relegated  to  the 
role  of  a  neutral  harbinger  of  the  holiday 
season,  useful  for  commercial  purposes, 
but  devoid  of  any  inherent  meaning  and 
incapable  of  enhancing  the  religious 
tenor  of  a  display  of  which  it  is  an  in¬ 
tegral  part,”  Justice  Blackmun  said  in 
his  dissent. 

“The  import  of  the  Court’s  decision  is 
to  encourage  use  of  the  creche  in  ...  a 
setting  where  Christians  feel  constrained 
in  acknowledging  its  symbolic  meaning 
and  non-Christians  feel  alienated  by  its 
presence.  Surely,  this  is  a  misuse  of  a 
sacred  symbol.” 

Justice  Blackmun  cited  testimony 
before  a  lower  court  in  which  “an  expert 
witness  for  the  city”  stated  that 
“Pawtucket’s  display  invites  people  ‘to 
participate  in  the  Christmas  spirit, 
brotherhood,  peace,  and  let  loose  with 
their  money.’  ’’ 

In  addition  to  writing  his  own  dissent, 
Justice  Blackmun  joined  in  a  dissent 
written  by  Justice  William  J.  Brennan 
Jr.  which  said  the  majority  opinion 
conferred  “the  prestige  of  the  govern¬ 
ment”  on  “beliefs  associated  with  the 
creche.” 

The  majority  opinion  was  written  by 
Chief  Justice  Warren  E.  Burger.  It  said 
that  “to  forbid  the  use  of  this  one  passive 
symbol  —  the  creche  —  at  the  very  time 
people  are  taking  note  of  the  season  with 
Christmas  hymns  and  carols  in  public 
schools  and  other  public  places,  and 
while  the  Congress  and  Legislatures 
open  sessions  with  prayers  by  paid 
chaplains  would  be  a  stilted  overreaction 
contrary  to  our  history”  and  other 
4Supreme  Court  decisions. 

Justice  Burger  was  joined  in  the 
majority  by  Justices  Sandra  Day 
O’Connor,  Lewis  F.  Powell  Jr.,  William 
H.  Rehnquist  and  Byron  R.  White. 

‘Software’  director 
named  by  publisher 

NASHVILLE,  (UMNS)  -  The  Rev. 
Anthony  J.  Tolbert  III,  director  of  the 
Cokesbury  Service  Center  in  Park  Ridge, 
Ill.,  has  been  assigned  to  head  a  special 
electronic  publishing  project  for  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
(UMPH). 

Mr.  Tolbert  will  spearhead  the 
development  of  an  official  United  Meth¬ 
odist  computer  software  system  for  local 
churches  through  a  joint  effort  of  the 
publishing  house  and  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration. 


“creative  edge”  if  250  people  had  to  pass 
on  it. 

The  new  structure  proposed  by  the 
panel  calls  for  Governing  Board 
members  to  be  on  unit  committees,  so 
they  will  know  what  is  in  preparation. 
The  United  Methodists  concluded  that  a 
majority  of  a  unit  committee’s  members 
should  be  board  members. 

According  to  Ms.  Yocum,  the 
lectionary  illustrated  another  weakness 
in  NCCC  structure.  The  Faith  and  Order 
Commission  was  working  on  “God 
language”  as  a  theological  issue,  she 
reported,  but  there  was  no  interaction 
with  the  Division  of  Education  and  Minis¬ 
try,  which  prepared  the  lectionary. 

On  funding,  Bishop  Yeakel  said  the 
present  structure  seems  to  permit  any 
program  or  project  for  which  funds  are 
available  in  the  divisons. 

While  welcoming  a  reference  to  “a 
participatory  style”  of  decision-making, 
United  Methodists  expressed  a  strong 
desire  for  the  general  secretary  to  have 
the  ultimate  authority  to  make  decisions. 
“We  need  language  that  gives  authority 
to  the  general  secretary,”  said  Bishop 
Ault.  “Otherwise  there  is  no  leverage  to 
change.” 

Reacting  to  three  options  for 
organizing  the  work  of  the  Council,  most 
United  Methodists  seemed  to  favor 
Option  II,  which  says  the  “heart  of  the 
NCCC’s  life  and  work  is  its  relation¬ 
ships.”  It  proposes  four  major  units:  re¬ 
search  and  reflection,  networking  and  re¬ 
lationships,  justice  and  service  minis¬ 
tries  and  mission,  and  education  and 
fund  development.  Each  would  have  a 
constituency  committee.  Management 
and  administration  resources  would 
serve  all  four. 


Bishops  give  1 1  bells 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols  of  the  New  York  Area  and 
the  Rev.  Warren  Danskin  pose  with  one  of  the  first  11  Bicentennial  bells 
given  to  historic  sites  by  the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops.  It  was 
dedicated  recently  at  John  Street  United  Methodist  Church,  oldest  Methodist 
Society  in  continental  America.  The  11-inch  bronze  bell  is  mounted  so  that  it 
can  be  rung.  Smaller  Bicentennial  bells  are  available  from  Cokesbury  Book¬ 
store.  —PHOTO  BY  JOHN  GOODWIN  FROM  UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE 


New  communications  chief  named 


By  THOMAS  S.  McANALLY 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

CHICAGO  (UMNS)  -  Roger  L. 
Burgess,  vice  president  of  public  rela¬ 
tions  for  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  here,  has  been  elected  top  staff 
executive  of  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  (UMCom). 

He  was  elected 
here  March  17  by 
the  38-member 
General  Commis- 

sion  on  Communi-  \  ^Tll  *7“  j! 

cation,  governing  v 

body  of  the  de-  f 

nomination's  na- 
tional  communi- 
cations  agency. 

George  A.  Koh-  IHMA 
ler  of  Cherry  Hill,  Roger  L.  Burgess 
N.J.,  chairperson  of  the  search  commit¬ 
tee,  said  Dr.  Burgess  was  chosen  from  56 
applicants. 

“Dr.  Burgess’  background,  training, 
demonstrated  communications  skills  and 
management  abilities  —  as  well  as  his 
commitment  to  Christ  and  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  workings  of  the  United 
Methodist  church  —  suit  him  admirably 
for  the  post  of  general  secretary  of 
UMCom,”  Mr.  Kohler  said. 

Dr.  Burgess,  56,  succeeds  the  Rev.  Cur¬ 
tis  A.  Chambers  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  who  has 
headed  the  agency  since  1973.  Dr.  Cham¬ 
bers  announced  his  resignation  last  year 
but  expects  to  remain  at  his  post  until 
September  1.  Dr.  Burgess  is  expected  to 
assume  his  new  responsibilities  by  July 
1,  thereby  creating  a  transition  period  to 
insure  a  smooth  transfer  of  leadership. 

Headquarters  to  move 

As  decided  by  the  commission  last 
year,  headquarters  offices  for  UMCom 
will  be  moved  from  Dayton  to  Nashville. 
More  than  half  of  the  agency’s  105  em¬ 
ployees  are  in  Nashville.  Other  offices 
are  in  New  York,  Dayton,  Evanston,  III., 
and  Washington  with  additional  field  ser¬ 
vice  staff  in  Atlanta,  St.  Louis  and  Rye,  N.Y. 

UMCom  is  charged  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  “Book  of  Discipline"  with  satisfy¬ 
ing  the  communication,  public  relations 
and  promotional  needs  of  the  entire 
church.  Services  provided  include  the 
production  of  the  Interpreter  magazine, 
a  general  program  journal  for  the 
church;  INFOSERV,  a  nation-wide  tele¬ 
phone  service;  ECUMEDIA.  a  film  and 
video  sales  and  rental  service;  United 


Methodist  News  Service;  interpretation 
of  general  church  programs  and  funds; 
and  production  of  films,  videotapes  and 
other  resources  for  in-church  use  as  well 
as  programs  for  radio  and  television. 

Before  being  named  a  vice  president  at 
the  Publishing  House,  Dr.  Burgess 
served  as  editorial  director  of  general 
church  periodicals.  At  the  Publishing 
House  he  has  served  as  editorial  director 
of  Newscope,  a  national  weekly  newslet¬ 
ter  for  church  leaders  and  Circuit  Rider, 
a  national  magazine  for  clergy. 

Has  broad  experience 

Dr.  Burgess  has  broad  experience  as  a 
United  Methodist  executive  and  in  the  ed¬ 
itorial  and  communication  fields.  Since 
1950  he  has  served  in  editorial  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  positions  with  the  church’s 
National  Conference  of  Methodist  Youth, 
Board  of  Christian  Social  Concerns, 
Board  of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries, 


Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  Publish¬ 
ing  House. 

He  served  for  several  years  as  an  edi¬ 
torial  and  communications  consultant  to 
business  and  governmental  organiza¬ 
tions  in  Washington.  He  also  served  as 
executive  director  of  Joint  Action  in 
Community  Service,  a  national  interfaith 
agency  providing  volunteer  support  ser¬ 
vice  for  disadvantaged  youth. 

Dr.  Burgess  has  written  articles  for  nu¬ 
merous  periodicals  and  produced  a  num¬ 
ber  of  prize-winning  films  and  promo¬ 
tional  campaigns. 

He  has  served  as  a  board  member  and 
officer  of  numerous  ecumenical  agencies 
including  the  General  Board  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches,  the  North 
Conway  Foundation,  the  International 
Council  on  Alcohol  and  Alcoholism,  Scar- 
ritt  College,  Joint  Action  in  Community 
Service,  and  the  United  Way  of  Nashville 
and  Middle  Tennessee. 


GROUNDBREAKING 

Or  dedicating  ?  Or  certifying  ?  Or  celebrating  ? 


ional  Services 
Unite  collection  of  services 
for  spiritual  dedications. 

Blessings  and  Consecrations  contains  step-by-step  services  for 
events  such  as  breaking  ground  for  church  buildings,  celebrating 
appointments,  laying  cornerstones,  consecrating  homes,  memorials, 
and  more.  You'll  find  it  indispensable — order  today!  Just  $3.95,  soft 
cover. 

Blousing  and  Consecrations  is  the  fourteenth  addition  to  the  Supplemental 
Worship  Resource  series,  developed  and  sponsored  by  the  Section  on  Worship 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 


)  Abingdon  Press 
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TV  Ministry 
Update 


The  Louisiana  Conference  License  to 
Preach  School  was  held  January  7 
through  March  10  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  The 
following  individuals  served  as  in¬ 
structors  in  the  school:  Mrs.  Marian 
Griffin,  Christian  Education;  Rev. 
Freddie  Henderson,  Call  to  Ministry; 
Rev.  Gilbert  Wade,  Church  Administra¬ 
tion  No.  1;  Dr.  Albert  Trickett,  Bible 
Survey;  Rev.  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Pastoral 
Care  No.  2;  Rev.  Roland  Friedrich. 
Pastoral  Care  No.  1;  Rev.  Timothy 
Lawson,  Worship  No.  1 ;  Rev.  Lael  Jones, 
Worship  No.  2;  Dr.  Burton  Blair, 
Preaching;  Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell, 
Methodist  History  and  Doctrine;  and 
Rev.  George  Calvin,  Church  Ad¬ 
ministration  No.  2. 

Seven  Candidates  for  the  Christian 
Ministry  were  enrolled  in  the  school.  The 
following  districts  were  represented: 
Alexandria,  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette,  and 


Louisiana  Area  Banquet 
To  Be  Held  At 
General  Conference 

The  Louisiana  Banquet  will  be 
held  on  May  8,  at  6  p.m.  in  the 
Carroll  Room  of  the  Baltimore 
Hilton  Hotel.  Tickets  are  $17  per 
person  and  may  be  secured  from  Sue 
and  Tracy  Arnold,  2727  Jackson 
Street,  Alexandria,  Louisiana,  71301, 
no  later  than  April  10. 1984. 


Death 


Mrs.  Alice  Moch,  84,  wife  of  Rev. 
Abraham  L.  Moch,  a  retired  member  of 
the  Conference,  died  March  7. 


Persons ,  Churches ,  Events 


In  celebration  of  World  Marriage  Day, 
a  special  service  of  marriage  renewal 
took  place  at  Indian  Bayou  United 
Methodist  Church.  At  the  close  of  the 
service  all  couples  who  wished  to  were 
invited  to  renew  their  marriage  vows. 
Fourteen  couples  participated. 
Represented  at  the  altar  were  696  years 
of  married  life,  the  longest  being  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Oran  Pryor,  54  years;  the  newest. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Spell,  4  years;  and 
the  average.  25  years. 

A  reception  honoring  all  participants 
followed,  hosted  by  Mrs.  Madlyn  Spell, 
the  church  hostess.  A  wedding  punch  was 
also  prepared  by  Mrs.  Spell,  and  a 
wedding  cake  was  prepared  by  one  of  the 
participants,  Mrs.  Shirley  Henry. 

*  *  • 

A  Marriage  Enrichment  Workshop 
was  held  February  17-18  at  the  Metairie 
United  Methodist  Church.  Four  couples 
participated,  with  the  use  of  the  “In¬ 
timate  Marriage"  course.  The  pastor, 
Rev.  Richard  Gillespie,  led  the 
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CRUCIBLE 


of  the  kingdom 


Inside  .  .  . 

Speakers  at  a  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  conference  recently 
likened  the  family  to  “the 
crucible  of  the  Christian 
faith.”  See  special  report  on 
the  inside  pages. 


I  I 

‘Bicentennial  ‘Proclamation 


etm 


The  Sunday  School  lessons  move  from  Westar  4  to  Telstar-301,  April  1.  Telstar-301  is 
located  between  Westar  III  and  Westar  IV.  The  ABC  network  is  found  on  channels  10 
and  12  on  Telstar.  The  Sunday  School  lessons  will  use  channel  9  or  23,  as  indicated 
each  month.  On  the  second  Tuesday,  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Magazine  will 
follow  the  Sunday  School  lesson  on  the  same  channel. 

•  * 

The  11:00  a. m.  worship  service  of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  is 
now  being  telecast  each  Sunday  on  Satcom  3,  channel  18  (except  April  8  and  June  24). 

*  * 

The  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Magazine  is  also  on  Westar  5,  12:30-1:00  p.m., 
following  the  Lectionary  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  each  month.  The  March  program  is 
hosted  by  Cathey  Sholar  of  Shreveport,  and  includes  segments  from  the  Fall  Youth 
Retreat  at  Alexandria  and  the  dedication  of  the  Area  Office  building  in  Baton  Rouge. 


‘SDuwicl  ^ .  PT'ie&n 
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WHEREAS,  the  year  1984  marks  the  two  hundredth  anniversary 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  America;  and 

WHEREAS,  American  Methodism's  bicentennial  will  be  celebrated 
throughout  the  year  by  activities  calling  attention 
to  the  contributions  and  historical  development  of 
Methodism;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  Methodist  Church  has  contributed  significantly 
to  the  spiritual  and  social  well-being  of  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Louisiana;  and 

WHEREAS,  it  is  appropriate  that  all  Louisianians  express 
appreciation  for  the  contributions  of  Methodism 
during  this  bicentennial  year; 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  I,  DAVID  C.  TREEN ,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  do  hereby  proclaim  the  year  1984  to  be 


CELEBRATION  OF  THE  TWO  HUNDREDTH 
ANNIVERSARY  OF  METHODISM  IN  AMERICA 


in  Louisiana. 


Livingston  To  Retire  Debt 

The  Livingston  United  Methodist  Church,  above.  will  celebrate  a  "retiring  of  the 
debt"  on  its  physical  plant  in  special  services  Sunday,  April  I.  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed, 
district  superintendent  for  the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District,  will  be  the  guest 
speaker  for  the  service.  Lewis  M.  Morris.  Jr.  is  the  pastor  of  the  church. 

Seven  Complete  License  To  Preach  School 
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Baton  Rouge-Hammond.  The  Director  of 
the  school  was  Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell. 
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workshop. 

•  *  * 

The  First  Street  United  Methodist 
Church  of  New  Orleans  is  observing 
special  Lenten  worship  services  from 
March  13  through  April  17.  Guest 
ministers  include:  Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris, 
Dillard  University;  Rev.  Russell  Jones. 
Haven  UM  Church;  Rev.  O.  W. 
Christopher.  Boynton  UM  Church;  Rev, 
Andrew  Douglas,  LaHarpe  UM  Church; 
and  Rev.  Bernell  Bell,  St.  Philip  UM 
Church.  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis  is  the 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Mark  Gibbs,  of  Great  Britain,  was 
the  speaker  for  the  Lecture  Series  at  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Hammond,  March  18-20.  The  general 
theme  was  "We  Are  All  Called,"  a 
challenge  to  the  laity  of  the  church.  Dr. 
Gibbs  is  an  internationally-known  speaker 
and  writer.  Angus  Carruth  is  the 
church's  pastor,  and  Tom  Matheny 
directed  the  event. 


In  one  of  his  last  acts  as  Governor.  David  C.  Treen  proclaimed  1984  as  the  Bicenten¬ 
nial  year  of  United  Methodism  in  Louisiana.  The  request  was  intitiated  by  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial  Task  Group  of  the  New  Orleans-Slidell  District,  through  Rev.  Tom  Logan  and 
the  Governor's  son,  David  Treen  Jr.,  both  of  Munholland  United  Methodist  Church. 

A  Word 
From  Bishop 
Galloway 

Recently  Mr.  Ernest  Arnold 
came  and  talked  to  me  about  the 
Methodist  Archives  facilities  at 
Drew  University.  I  appreciated 
the  zeal  and  devotion  he  showed 
to  this  cause.  Dr.  Kenneth  Reed 
then  spoke  to  the  Cabinet  about 
his  interest  in  this  work.  Several 
of  the  Bishops  have  spoken  to  me 
of  the  value  of  such  a  depository. 

Also,  a  layman  in  Arkansas,  who 
is  especially  devoted  to 
Wesleyan  History,  told  me  of  the 
large  amount  of  historical  books 
and  materials  that  are  there. 

As  we  need  a  lockbox  for  our 
valuables,  so  does  the  church 
need  adequate  facilities  for  its 
treasures  of  historical  data  and 
facts.  Methodism  around  the 


Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway 

world  is  being  called  upon  to  aid 
in  this  work  in  order  to  make  it 
debt  free. 

Yours  in  Christ, 

Paul  V.  Galloway 

Bishop,  Louisiana  Area 


BALTIMORE’S  BIRTH  PLACE  -  Close  by  the  site  of  the  1984  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  in  Baltimore  is  one  of  the  city’s  newest  and  best-known  show- 
places,  Harborplace  with  more  than  one  hundred  shops  and  restaurants.  Maryland's 
largest  city  was  founded  on  the  Inner  Harbor  in  1729.  ( A  UMN'S  Photo) 


Not  To  Be  Served  But  To  Serve 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Mark  10:32-45 

Jesus  was  ready  to  go  to  Jerusalem. 
His  ministry  in  Galilee  completed  and 
His  identity  known  and  declared  by 
Peter,  Jesus  led  the  little  group  of 
disciples  down  the  east  side  of  the  Jordan 
River  to  a  place  near  Jericho  where  they 
crossed  the  river  and  began  the  arduous 
journey  through  Jericho  and  on  to 
Jerusalem. 

Mark  is  quite  clear  in  describing  this 
last  journey.  Jesus  is  leading  the  group, 
telling  them  as  they  go  that  disaster  and 
death  awaits  him  in  the  city.  The 
disciples  begin  to  drag  their  feet,  not 
wanting  to  go  into  the  center  of  hostility 
and  voluntarily  put  themselves  in  mortal 
jeopardy.  They  were  filled  with  anxiety 
and  alarm. 

Even  so,  they  were  still  thinking  of 
their  own  "pecking  order."  James  and 
John,  the  sons  of  Zebedee,  came  asking 
for  special  favors  —  Grant  us  to  sit,  one 
at  your  right  hand  and  one  at  your  left,  in 
your  glory.”  Sitting  at  the  right  and  the 
left  in  an  oriental’s  palace  or  court  would 
be  positions  of  highest  honor.  James  and 
John,  still  misunderstanding  the  nature 
of  the  Kingdom,  asked  Jesus  for  these 
positions.  Jesus  said.  “You  don’t  know 
what  you’re  asking  —  are  you  able  to 
drink  from  the  same  cup  as  I  and  receive 
the  same  baptism  as  I?”  They 
responded,  in  the  same  glib  way  we  sing 
the  hymn  of  the  same  name,  "Lord,  we 
are  able!” 

Jesus  gave  another  of  his  superb 
teaching  experiences  to  his  disciples, 
saying,  "Whoever  would  be  great  among 
you  must  be  you r  servant  —  whoever 
would  be  first  must  be  slave  of  all  —  the 
Son  of  man  came  not  to  be  served  but  to 
serve  and  to  give  his  life  as  a  ransom  for 
many." 


What  a  lesson  to  be  learned  —  if  one 
would  be  Christian!  It  took  the  evidence 
of  a  live-dead-risen  Christ  to  convince  the 
disciples  of  the  necessity  of  servanthood. 
The  evidence  is  still  with  us  today  but  are 
we  convinced? 

In  this  scripture  lesson  we  find  the 
continuing  inner  struggle  between 
selflessness  and  selfishness.  Do  we  live 
for  self  or  for  others?  When  the  time 
comes  for  sacrifice,  are  we  willing  to 
drink  of  His  cup  and  receive  His 
baptism?  How  much  do  we  believe  what 
He  has  said?  How  much  of  a  Christian 
are  we?  How  much  do  we  want  to  be9 

Isn’t  is  a  shame  that  so  much  of  our 
lives  is  spent  minunderstanding  the 
nature  of  the  Christian’s  calling. 
Everyone  seems  to  think  that  they  can  be 
better  "servants"  if  they  are  in  the  top 
echelon  of  the  organizational  chart.  Most 
of  us  are  too  busy  to  bother  with  the 
everyday  detail  of  relationship,  but 
prefer  to  work  on  the  broad  spectrum  of 
influence. 

Isn’t  it  a  shame  that  even  in  the  church 
we  find  politics  replacing  the  ethic  of 
servanthood?  Not  only  asking  for  special 
positions  or  favors  but  maneuvering  for 
them.  Today  we  of  the  church  have  even 
adopted  the  pattern  of  secular  politics  in 
campaigning  for  election  to  this  or  that 
office.  Is  this  compatible  with 
servanthood?  Is  only  the  largest  church 
important  —  the  one  with  the  most 
beautiful  stained  glass  windows  —  the 
one  with  the  most  expensive  organ  —  the 
one  with  the  largest  staff?  Is  only  the 
“boss"  important? 

Somehow  we  must  restructure  our 
thinking  if  we  are  to  understand  and 
accept  the  concept  of  Christian 
servanthood.  We  must  see  beauty  in 
humility  and  strength  in  compassion.  We 
must  accept  our  calling  as  Christians  to 
be  servants  who  never  seek  to  lord  it  over 
others  but  who  find  their  true  ministry  in 
the  humble  use  of  talents  and  time  as  we 
selflessly  serve  others. 


One  Great  Hour 
of  Sharing 


In  many  countries  of  the  world,  persons  must  walk  great  distances  to  obtain 
fresh,  pure  water.  Water  resource-development  programs  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR),  however,  lend  help  and  hope  in  the 
form  of  irrigation  projects,  pumps,  wells  and  windmills.  Thanks  to  UMCOR. 
persons  have  ready  access  to  clean  water  for  personal  use  and  for  agriculture. 
United  Methodists  w  ill  assist  this  important  ministry  by  giving  to  the  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  offering  April  1. 1984. 


‘ One  Great  Hour'  Resources 


"Water  Is  Life."  a  sound,  color  film¬ 
strip  produced  by  Larry  Hollon  of  Church 
World  Service,  in  collaboration  with 
UMCOR  and  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications,  is  now  in  the  Resource 
Center  and  is  recommended  for  local 


church  use. 

Its  story  of  Water  Projects,  supported 
by  UMCOR  and  Church  World  Service,  is 
appropriate  beyond  the  actual  "One 
Great  Hour"  observance.  April  1 
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Senator’s  opposition,  alternative 
to  ‘prayer  amendment’  sensible 


We  wonder  what  God  thinks  of  the  po¬ 
litical  battle  that  took  place  in  the  United 
States  Senate  over  the  supposed  right  of 
students  to  engage  in  organized  prayer  in 
the  public  schools? 

The  words  of  Jesus  in  the  23rd  chapter 
of  Matthew  come  first  to  mind:  “Woe  to 
you  scribes  and  Pharisees,  hypocrites! 
for  you  are  like  whitewashed  tombs, 
which  outwardly  appear  beautiful,  but 
within  they  are  full  of  dead  men’s  bones 
and  all  uncleanness.  So  you  also  outward¬ 
ly  appear  righteous  to  men,  but  within 
you  are  full  of  hypocrisy  and  iniquity.” 

Such  words  are  harsh  now,  as  they 
were  when  originally  uttered,  and  per¬ 
haps  more  so  than  the  proposed  constitu¬ 
tional  amendment  which  failed  in  the 
Senate  last  week  deserves. 

We  do  not  share  the  fears  of  many  who 
oppose  that  measure  on  Constitutional 
grounds.  If  passed,  we  think  its  effect 
would,  at  worst,  be  innocuous  and  mis¬ 
leading. 

Nor  do  we  question  the  motives  of  all 
who  support  the  “prayer  amendment.” 
In  fact,  we  share  their  stated  desire  to 
stem  the  flow  of  laws,  court  rulings,  and 
administrative  actions  which  appear 
hostile  toward  religion  and  force  reli¬ 
gious  activity  from  the  center  to  the  peri¬ 
phery  of  society. 

We  believe  our  Lord’s  words  to  the 
Pharisees  come  close  to  reflecting  the  at¬ 
titude  He  would  express,  however,  re¬ 
garding  efforts  by  some  candidates  to 
use  “the  prayer  issue”  as  a  means  of 
winning  political  support.  And  we  both 
admire  and  feel  sorry  for  those  senators 
who,  on  grounds  of  conscience,  risked 
misunderstanding  and  political  defeat  by 
voting  against  the  amendment. 

Mark  Hatfield,  a  godly  Baptist  and  Re¬ 
publican  Senator  from  Oregon,  explained 
his  opposition  to  the  prayer  amendment 
in  eloquent  terms:  “Prayer  in  the 
schools  is  a  perfect  illustration  of  at¬ 
tempting  to  impose  the  appearance  of 
godliness  lacking  a  true  spirituality.” 

“There’s  a  lot  of  misunderstanding 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


about  what  school  prayer  will  or  will  not 
do,”  Sen.  Hatfield  continued.  “It’s  not  go¬ 
ing  to  bring  about  a  spiritual  renaissance 
in  this  country.  It’s  going  to  trivialize 
prayer  as  I  see  it,  and  give  an  innocula- 
tion  of  a  bit  of  civil  religion  that  will  give 
people  a  false  sense  of  confidence  that  we 
somehow  have  had  a  spiritual  renewal.” 

Sen.  Hatfield’s  position  does  not  stop 
with  his  opposition  to  the  "prayer 
amendment,”  however.  He  is  author  of 
Senate  Bill  815,  that  would  allow  volun¬ 
tary  student  associations  to  use  school  fa¬ 
cilities  for  their  meetings  in  the  same 
way  that  chess  clubs  and  music  clubs  do. 
He  contends  that  assuring  "the  right  of 
assembly  to  high  school  student  religious 
groups”  would  reverse  the  trend  toward 
schools  taking  actions  which  appear  hos¬ 
tile  toward  religion. 

In  defending  his  alternative  to  the 
“prayer  amendment,"  Sen.  Hatfield  said 
there  has  been  a  vast  overreaction  to  the 
Supreme  Court  ruling  against  “pre¬ 
scribed  prayer"  in  public  schools.  ‘‘The 
court  did  not  rule  out  voluntary  prayer  in 
public  schools.  But  we  had  a  lot  of  ner¬ 
vous  nellies  in  school  boards  around  the 
country  who  began  to  say,  ‘Oh,  this  can’t 
be  allowed  to  happen  even  under  a  volun¬ 
tary  arrangement.’  I  believe  the  court 
very  clearly  said  that  government  should 
be  neutral  on  this  issue.  But  local  govern¬ 
ment,  through  school  boards,  has  in¬ 
creasingly  taken  on  unrealistic,  hostile 
positions,”  Sen.  Hatfield  said. 

We  urge  Christians  to  consider  the 
sound  logic  and  good  religious  sense  of 
Sen.  Hatfield’s  opposition  to  the  "prayer 
amendment.”  Likewise  his  proposed 
legislation  to  prohibit  discriminatory 
school  policies  against  non-required  reli¬ 
gious  activities  —  Senate  Bill  815  is  a 
measure  that  is  clearly  constitutional 
and  that  can  be  adopted  with  relative 
ease.  In  our  view,  its  passage  would  have 
far  more  positive  impact  on  the  religious 
climate  of  our  society  than  the  proposed 
“prayer  amendment”  to  the  Constitu¬ 
tion. 
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Christians  should  he  willing  to  do 
6 something  drastic’for  hungry 


By  JESSICA  MARTIN 

“We  could  picket  the  coffee  and  donut 
lines,”  my  friend  jokingly  suggested. 

“And  risk  the  wrath  of  church  mem¬ 
bers,"  her  husband  said.  “You  have  to 
understand,  Sunday  morning  coffee  and 
donuts  is  like  a  sacred  cow.  There  are 
some  things  you  just  don’t  challenge,  if 
you  want  to  keep  peace  in  a  congrega¬ 
tion.” 

“But  how  can  we  not  confront  them  if 
we  really  take  our  Christianity  serious¬ 
ly?”  I  asked  them. 

The  issue  at  stake  truly  was  an  impor¬ 
tant  one.  In  the  yearly  review  of  the 


church  budget,  the  figures  had  shown 
that  we  were  spending  an  amount  enual 
to  one-seventh  of  the  mission  budget  on 
just  the  donuts  for  our  Sunday  morning 
“fellowship”  time.  The  world  was 
starving,  as  we  were  stuffing  donuts  into 
our  already  over-filled  tummies.  Beyond 
that,  we  were  justifying  the  use  of  tithes 
and  offerings  for  the  reimbursed  ex¬ 
penses  (few  if  ever  remembered  to  put 
money  into  the  kitty),  on  the  basis  that 
this  was  a  "ministry.” 

“A  ministry  to  what  —  people’s  waist¬ 
lines?”  I  asked.  “How  much  real  fellow¬ 
ship  do  you  think  takes  place  over  those 


My  Witness 

We  need  to  teach  more  Bible  to  youth 


By  RUTH  McCUTCHEN 

I  was  raised  in  the  Methodist/United 
Methodist  Church  and  attended  Sunday 
School  and  MYF.  As  a  young  adult  I  mar¬ 
ried  a  Jew  and  converted  to  that  faith. 
After  eight  years  of  a  very  unhappy  mar¬ 
riage  and  constant  personal  emotional 
depression  and  turmoil,  I  came  to  realize 
that  I  could  never  fill  the  void  left  by  Je¬ 
sus,  my  Savior.  Unfortunately,  my  hus¬ 
band  could  not  accept  my  return  to  Chris¬ 
tianity  and  so  the  marriage  dissolved. 

Returning  to  my  home  state  and  home 
church  with  my  three  children,  I  found 
the  Sunday  School  practically  non-exis¬ 
tent  and  the  congregation  dwindled  to  pa¬ 
thetic  proportions.  Approximately  95%  of 
the  people  were  over  50  years  of  age. 
That  was  seven  years  ago  and  it’s  even 
worse  today. 

Today,  I  attend  a  church  in  a  small 
town  with  a  larger  membership  roll  and 
a  fairly  large  Sunday  School  attendance 
(approx.  150  average).  I  have  three  chil¬ 
dren  in  Sunday  School,  and  I  teach  8-9 
year  olds.  I  decided  two  years  ago  when  I 
was  asked  to  teach,  that  I  would  use  the 
Bible  instead  of  denominational  litera¬ 


ture  which  I  believe  rather  trivializes  the 
Bible  and  insults  the  intelligence  of  chil¬ 
dren,  relying  heavily  on  illustrations, 
simplistic  language,  games,  etc. 

We  have  allowed  God  to  open  to  us  sev¬ 
en  entire  books  of  the  Bible,  including 
long  ones  such  as:  Genesis  (I  know  it 
could  only  have  been  God  who  helped  us 
through  the  rather  “earthy”  sections  of 
that  book),  Job,  John  and  now  Matthew.  I 
know  that  God  will  bless  us  if  we  faithful¬ 
ly  study  His  Word  and  I  have  seen  evi¬ 
dence  of  this  in  my  class,  even  among 
some  children  who  don’t  always  seem  to 
be  interested.  I’ve  heard  from  others  that 
they  are  retaining  important  concepts 
and  truths  from  our  Bible  study. 

It  is  sad  that,  due  to  failure  of  family 
and  church,  our  young  people  are  leaving 
“the  nest”  with  just  a  smattering  of 
knowledge  about  God’s  great  plan  for  His 
chosen  people.  Only  by  studying  the  Bi¬ 
ble  as  a  BOOK  can  we  begin  to  under¬ 
stand  God’s  plan  for  the  world.  We  can’t 
give  this  to  our  children,  nor  can  we  get  it 
for  ourselves  by  selecting  a  verse  or 
story  and  trying  to  understand  it  without 
this  background. 


Should  Easter  be  declared  national  holiday? 
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To  the  Editor: 

Having  worked  in  retailing  for  16 
years,  I  notice  that  stores  are  opening 
more  than  ever  before.  We  are  now  ex¬ 
pected  to  work  on  Easter,  the  same  as  we 
do  any  other  Sunday,  and  since  Easter  is 
not  a  national  holiday,  we  work  it  for 
straight  Sunday  pay.  Obviously,  Easter 
has  meaning  to  90%  of  Americans,  Co¬ 
lumbus  Day  has  meaning  to  almost  no 
one,  yet  Easter  is  not  a  national  holiday. 

When  holidays  were  formed,  Sunday 
was  always  considered  a  holiday.  Now, 
with  stores  and  businesses  open  every 
Sunday,  we  are  denied  enjoying  Easter 
with  our  families.  Many  of  us  can’t  even 
get  to  the  main  service  on  Easter  with 
our  families. 

Christmas,  New  Year’s  and  Thanks¬ 
giving  are  national  holidays  with  Chris¬ 
tian  roots.  All  Americans  should  push  for 
Easter  to  be  included  for  the  good  of 
Christian  Americans. 

Gary  McCartney 
Casselberry,  Florida 

UMC  ‘savings  and  loan’ 
process  clarified 
To  the  Editor: 

Your  article  headlined  “UMC  ‘savings 
and  loan’  seeks  new  ways  to  operate" 
concerning  The  United  Methodist  Devel¬ 
opment  Fund  prompts  this  response  (see 
UMR,  Feb  24). 

I  would  like  to  clarify  one  point  in  the 
article:  “Yet,  it  still  takes  an  average  of 
30  months  to  process  a  loan  through  the 
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fund.”  The  time  of  30  months  is  not  in  the 
Development  Fund  office.  The  entire 
loan  application  procedure  is  carefully 
monitored  to  see  that  the  entire  financial 
package  is  in  place  before  the  church 
commits  itself  to  building.  The  Develop¬ 
ment  Fund  not  only  makes  the  loan,  it 
gives  the  church  the  benefit  of  years  of 
experience  in  church  building.  This  is  the 
reason  for  the  low  delinquency  rate  and 
the  great  success  of  churches  who  have 
made  loans  through  the  Development 
Fund.  The  fund’s  directors  are  very  con¬ 
scious  of  how  our  investors’  money  is 
loaned.  Sound  financial  principles  make 
for  steady  church  growth  for  United 
Methodism. 

The  Development  Fund  office  is  in  pro¬ 
cess  of  working  harder  and  smarter  to 
better  meet  its  obligations  to  investors 
and  church  loans.  A  computer  is  just  one 
of  the  many  exciting  possibilities  to  im¬ 
prove  all  aspects  of  the  fund’s  overall  op¬ 
eration.  Nova  A.  Langston 

New  York,  New  York 

UM  bureaucracy 

must  be  reduced 

To  the  Editor: 

Three  cheers  fflr  Tom  Langford’s 
“Here  I  Stand”  column  in  the  March  2  is¬ 
sue  of  the  Reporter.  He  has  expressed  the 
conviction  of  millions  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  who  believe  that  our  denominational 
superstructure  has  gone  far  beyond  what 
is  either  practical  or  effective  and  has  in 
fact  become  an  end  in  itself,  an  exercise 
in  self-preservation. 

If  the  1984  General  Conference  is  to  be 
an  honest  expression  of  the  mind  of  the 
church  at  large,  it  has  no  alternative:  it 
must  reduce  the  size,  power,  funding  and 
control  of  the  bureaucracy.  I  pray  that 
the  delegates  to  Baltimore  will  have  the 
courage  to  act  out  the  expressed  convic¬ 
tions  of  “the  people  called  Methodist” 
and  not  march  in  lock-step  to  the  beat  of 
an  elite  bureaucratic  drum. 

James  A.  Harnish 

Orlando,  Florida 

‘Larger  bureaucracy’ 
charge  not  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

Tom  Langford  must  have  facts  I  don’t 
have  as  he  laments  the  alleged  growth  of 
the  bureaucracy  in  our  church  (see 
UMR,  March  2). 

My  figures  tell  me  this:  in  1973  a  total 
of  5.28%  of  all  the  funds  spent  in  the 
church  were  spent  at  the  national  level. 
In  1982  that  figure  was  only  4.30%.  I  am 
told  that  1983  had  even  a  smaller  percen¬ 
tage  going  to  national  work. 

That  98/100ths  of  1%  decrease  is  no 
small  amount.  It  represents  an  18*2% 
loss  in  purchasing  power.  It  meant  that 
in  1982  there  were  $19  million  less  spent 
at  the  national  level  than  if  the  percen¬ 
tage  had  remained  at  5.28%.  That 
amount  of  money  would  have  more  than 
doubled  the  income  of  the  Board  of  Disei- 
pleship  and  the  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety. 

In  the  meantime  the  percentage  of  mo¬ 
ney  remaining  in  the  local  churches 
and  going  to  the  annual  conferences  both 
increased. 

It  would  be  helpful  to  the  debate  if  Mr. 
Langford  would  share  some  statistics  on 
the  growth  of  the  staff.  I  do  not  have 
them  available.  I  do  know  this:  we  have 
individuals  on  the  staff  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  now  carrying  port¬ 
folios  that  used  to  be  the  business  of  sev¬ 
eral  staff  persons.  For  example,  the  per- 
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son  who  heads  the  entire  camping  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  denomination  has  that  task 
defined  as  only  half  of  his  duties.  Whole 
boards  (Evangelism,  Laity,  Education) 
that  existed  before  1972  are  now  function¬ 
ing  as  sections  with  smaller  staffs,  while 
still  asked  to  do  the  same  work. 

I  have  served  on  two  general  agencies 
as  well  as  having  served  22  years  as  a  lo¬ 
cal  church  pastor.  Yet  I  find  no  loafers 
among  the  agencies.  Nor  do  I  find  many 
persons  grasping  for  power.  Fewer  staff¬ 
ers  are  trying  to  do  just  as  much  with  a 
smaller  amount  of  the  church’s  total  in¬ 
come. 

There  are  legitimate  arguments  with 
the  bureaucracy  (arrogance,  long  ten¬ 
ure,  etc.)  but  the  facts  do  not  support  the 
thesis  that  more  money  or  more  persons 
are  going  to  the  national  level  than  was 
previously  the  case.  Actually,  the  re¬ 
verse  is  true.  Joe  W.  Walker 

Nashville,  Tennessee 

Christians  should 
take  side  of  life 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  quite  impressed  with  the  “My 
Witness”  column  by  Edith  Lanstrom 
concerning  the  case  of  Elizabeth  Bouvia, 
the  young  woman  who  wants  to  end  her 
life  by  refusing  to  eat  (see  UMR,  Feb. 
17). 

It  is  a  case  of  soul  vs.  body,  in  that  if 
you  destroy  your  own  body,  you  destroy 
your  soul  also.  The  body  itself  is  only 
worth  a  few  dollars,  however,  the  soul  is 
priceless  and  lasts  through  eternity. 

I  can  easily  relate  to  the  case  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  Bouvia,  in  that  I  was  confined  to  bed 
with  a  serious  nervous  condition  for  one 
year  when  I  was  in  my  twenties.  The  love 
and  interest  of  my  parents  and  other  re¬ 
latives  and  my  faith  in  God  enabled  me  to 
overcome  that  handicap.  This  happened 
50  years  ago.  Since  then  I  taught  33 
years,  had  two  books  published,  and 
worked  in  the  church  regularly. 

Christians  should  do  all  we  can  to  save 
Ms.  Bouvia  from  this  disaster.  Isn’t  this 
what  being  a  Christian  is  all  about? 

Portia  Conrad  LePage 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 

Health  and  Welfare 
issues  clarified 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  March  16  issue  you  published  an 
article  headlined  “UM  hospital  ties  to 
church  questioned.”  It  contains  some 
misunderstandings  that  I  want  to  ad¬ 
dress. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Link  is  said  to  fear  that 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Depart¬ 
ment  wants  to  create  “distance”  be- 


Obviously,  I  love  Christ’s  church  and 
find  many  things  in  my  church  to  my  lik¬ 
ing.  I  have  seen  my  children  come  to 
Christ  in  the  congregation  where  we  now 
worship.  The  pastor  is  a  man  of  God, 
there  are  many  “real”  Christians  in  this 
congregation,  and  this  particular  church 
seems  to  be  growing. 

My  concern  is  that  our  children,  facing 
a  world  more  and  more  dominated  by  the 
“prince  of  this  world,”  will  not  have 
“wisdom  and  stature”  enough  to  with¬ 
stand  the  lure  of  it.  They  (and  we)  must 
feed  on  God’s  Word  to  gain  strength  for 
“the  battle”  and  this  is  where  I  believe 
we  are  failing. 

I  know  we  all  want  to  say  as  did  Paul  in 
his  second  epistle  to  Timothy  3:15-17: 
“And  that  from  a  child  thou  hast  known 
the  holy  scriptures,  which  are  able  to 
make  thee  wise  unto  salvation  through 
faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  All  Scrip¬ 
ture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is 
profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for 
correction,  for  instruction  in  righteous¬ 
ness,  that  the  man  of  God  may  be  per¬ 
fect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good 
works.” 

"My  Witness ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week’s  contributor.  Ruth  Mc- 
Cutchen,  lives  in  Columbia,  Kentucky. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 


donuts  and  coftee  anyway?  I’ve  rarely 
heard  or  participated  in  more  than  just 
small  talk,  yet  the  picture  of  all  those 
people  talking  and  mingling  lulls  us  into 
thinking  we’re  experiencing  the  real 
thing. 

Compared  to  the  fellowship  the  early 
Christians  shared,  I  think  we’re  fooling 
ourselves  and  accepting  a  shallow  coun¬ 
terfeit  —  a  counterfeit  which  is  becoming 
much  too  costly  in  light  of  the  world’s 
needs  and  our  responsibility  as  Chris-, 
tians  to  be  actively  involved  in  minister¬ 
ing  to  their  needs.” 

“I  wonder  what  would  happen  if  we  did 
something  drastic,”  Tom  said. 

“Like  what?”  Eileen  and  I  asked. 

“Well,  we  could  gather  statistics  and, 
let  people  know  just  how  much  those  do¬ 
nuts  are  costing  in  terms  of  the  number 
of  starving  children  whose  lives  could  be 
saved  by  the  money  we  spend  Sunday  af¬ 
ter  Sunday.” 

“And  we  could  make  posters,  complete 
with  pictures  of  some  of  those  little  ones, 
with  their  bloated  bellies  and  hollow,  sun¬ 
ken  eyes,”  Eileen  added. 

“Yes,”  I  agreed.  “We  need  to  educate 
our  congregation,  and  then  challenge 
them  to  do  something  about  it.  The  fact 
is,  that  if  those  starving  children  were 
sitting  beneath  us,  we  would  give  them 
more  than  just  crumbs.  Yet  because  they 
are  a  half  a  world  away,  our  once  a  year 
hunger  offering  relieves  our  consciences 
and  allows  us  to  forget  them  again.” 

“Do  we  dare  do  it?”  Tom  asked,  aware 
that  we  were  becoming  very  serious 
about  doing  exactly  what  he  had  pro¬ 
posed.  “I  mean,  won’t  people  think  we’re 
getting  a  little  carried  away?  After  all, 
we  don’t  drink,  or  smoke  — ” 

“But  we  sure  do  eat,”  I  added.  “Every: 
time  we  come  together  as  a  church,  we 

If  we  in  the  church  can’t  get  our  prior: 
ities  straight  and  show  that  we  take 
God’s  Word  seriously,  how  can  we  expect 
others  to  do  so?  We’ve  got  a  lot  of  food  for 
thought  to  present  to  our  congregation. 
Hopefully  with  the  Lord’s  help  it  will  be 
transformed  into  food  for  the  hungry. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s  contribu¬ 
tors  are  Jessica  Martin,  who  lives  in 
Drexel  Hill,  Pennsylvania  and  Ray 
Weide,  a  member  of  Trinity  UMC  in  Hia¬ 
watha,  Kansas  (Kansas  East  Annual 
Conference). 


Merger  of  small  churches 
would  enhance  in  fluence 

./  !  -  r 


tween  church  and  institutions. 

However,  the  fact  is  that  Health  and 
Welfare  has  spent  lots  of  time  and  energy 
on  publications  and  meetings  with  annu¬ 
al  conference  and  institutional  leaders  to 
encourage  them  to  engage  in  the  hard 
work  of  developing  clear  relationships. 
We  also  are  asking  General  Conference 
to  require  that  those  relationships  be 
clarified. 

The  article  also  says  that  the  member¬ 
ship  organization  of  many  of  the  institu¬ 
tions  "...  opposes  doing  away  with  certi¬ 
fication.” 

The  Health  and  Welfare  Department 
spent  almost  three  years  carefully  study¬ 
ing  its  certification  program.  It  con¬ 
cluded  that  certification  should  not  con¬ 
tinue  but  that  it  should  be  replaced  by  a 
self-study  program  for  institutions.  In 
1983  the  department  began  developing 
the  first  stage  of  the  program  with  the 
participation  of  Mr.  Link.  The  first  stage 
is  on  church  relationships. 

John  A.  Murdock 
New  York,  New  York 

Trustees  proposal  made 

To  the  Editor: 

I  understand  there  will  be  a  proposal 
before  General  Conference  which  would 
compel  local  church  Boards  of  Trustees 
to  be  made  up  of  men  and  women  in 
equal  numbers.  The  idea  sounds  good  but 
who  would  break  a  tie  vote?  I  suggest 
that  the  minister  be  given  the  authority 
to  vote  to  break  any  tie. 

I  would  also  suggest  that  once  a  trustee 
has  completed  his  or  her  term,  they  not 
be  allowed  back  on  the  board  for  at  least 
three  years.  Charles  E.  Ferrell 

Youngstown,  Ohio 

General  overhaul  needed 

To  the  Editor:  « 

All  signs  seem  to  indicate  that  we  need 
a  general  overhaul  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  No  wonder  some  thoughtful 
and  concerned  people  have  formed  an  in¬ 
dependent  “Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists.” 

The  statements  on  this  matter  by  the 
jurisdictional  colleges  of  bishops  were 
predictable  and  disappointing. 
Concerning  the  continuing  need  for 
renewal  of  Global  Ministries,  the  bishops 
have  spoken  with  all  the  prophetic  power 
of  a  small  marshmallow. 

One  obvious  change,  that  no  one  seems 
to  be  mentioning,  is  to  do  away  with  some 
of  the  sexism  in  Global  Ministries  by 
eliminating  the  Women’s  Division  and  in¬ 
corporating  it  into  the  other  divisions. 

EarJ  A.  Almquist 
Herman.  Minnesota 


By  RAY  WEIDE 

Two  classified  ads  in  a  recent  issue  of 
the  Reporter  caught  my  attention.  One 
was  for  a  Director  of  religious  education, 
the  other  for  a  Director  of  youth  activi¬ 
ties.  I  have  come  to  the  belief  that  in  our 
day,  no  church  can  justify  its  existence, 
unless  it  can  support  in  an  adequate  way 
at  least  three  ministries:  a  positive 
preaching  ministry,  a  teaching  ministry 
and  a  youth  ministry. 

The  day  of  one  minister  for  one  or  more 
churches,  which  served  us  so  well  while 
we  were  an  agricultural  people,  can  no 
longer  meet  the  needs  of  the  whole 
church  body.  Small  churches  which  cling 
to  this  idea  are  losing  both  membership 
and  influence.  Sociologists  refer  to  this 
as  “cultural  lag"  and  they  claim  that  in¬ 
stitutions  which  fail  to  meet  the  needs  of 
people  during  an  era  of  change  eventual¬ 
ly  cease  to  exist. 

It  is  becoming  more  evident  that  unless 
a  church  has  well  trained  leadership  for 
each  of  the  above  ministries,  it  is  in  trou¬ 
ble.  One  minister,  if  he  or  she  is  to  have 
both  an  evangelistic  and  prophetic  mes¬ 
sage  for  the  congregation,  must  have 
time  for  study,  meditation  and  prepara¬ 
tion.  They  cannot  be  expected  to  train 
teachers  for  church  school,  furnish  lead¬ 
ership  for  youth  groups  and  meet  the 
many  other  demands  made  upon  them. 
The  future  of  every  church  is  dependent 
upon  the  strength  of  its  youth  program 
and  the  quality  and  scope  of  instruction 
taking  place  in  the  church  school.  The 
needs  of  our  day  require  specialized 
training  for  each  of  these  three  fields. 


The  leadership  of  public  schools  saw 
this  problem  developing  many  years  ago. 
Along  with  the  shift  in  population,  the 
changing  needs  of  an  industrial  society 
began  to  unite  its  schools  into  larger 
units.  This  resulted  in  more  efficient 
operation  and  permitted  the  hiring  of 
specialized  teachers  who  are  trained 
for  the  various  fields  of  instruction  which 
they  offer. 

When  this  occurred,  most  protestant 
churches  refused  to  make  changes  in 
their  basic  structure.  Surely  the  time  is 
ripe  for  seminaries  and  church  leaders  to 
offer  specialized  training  for  its  leader¬ 
ship  and  at  least  point  out  to  the  member- 
ship  the  advantages  of  larger  and  more 
efficient  units.  Yet  churches  go  on  with 
business  as  usual  when  their  congrega¬ 
tions  are  growing  older  and  losing  the 
kind  of  leavening  influence  which  they 
should  be  having  upon  the  lives  of  people 
within  their  communities. 

I  am  suggesting  that  it  is  time  for  us  to 
sit  down  together  and  face  up  to  the  real¬ 
ities  of  today’s  world.  Where  we  now 
have,  even  in  small  communities,  sever¬ 
al  churches  of  the  same  denomination 
and  a  number  of  denominations  profes¬ 
sing  similar  beliefs,  contending  for  the 
faithful  few,  we  should  be  merging  these 
into  larger,  more  efficient  units.  We 
could  then  challenge  the  entire  communi¬ 
ty  with  the  message  of  a  positive,  decent 
and  wholesome  way  of  life.  This  I  believe 
would  enable  us  to  more  effectively  help 
develop  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  on  the 
earth,  rather  than  just  playing  church. 
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Commitments  overseas : 

‘Signals’  indicate  mixed  emotions  for  missions  directors 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Now  that  directors  of  United 
Methodism’s  missions  agency  have  spent 
much  of  a  week  (see  story  below  at  right) 
dealing  with  the  intense  controversy  that 
surrounds  the  agency,  a  major  question 
remains: 

Are  the  directors  truly  committed  to 
increasing  the  number  of  missionaries 
overseas  and  in  starting  new  ministries 
among  “unreached”  people? 

The  some  150  directors  have  sent 
mixed  signals. 

They  voted  to  have  a  statement  written 
to  send  to  UM  leaders  that  indicates  at 
least  some  commitment  to  new  mis¬ 
sionary  emphases  (see  UMR,  March  23). 
They  also  said  they  feel  good  about  the 
current  missions  situation  and  that  most 
United  Methodists  would,  too,  if  they  had 
a  clearer  view  of  what  the  situation  is. 

But  a  snapshot  of  one  moment  in  the 
directors’  March  12-16  meeting  indicates 
why  it  may  be  hard  for  United  Meth¬ 
odists  to  receive  a  clear  view  of  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  our  UM  missions  agency : 

That  “snapshot  moment”  suggests 
that  many  directors  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  are 
filled  with  contradictory  feelings  about 
what  the  direction  should  be. 

The  snapshot  moment .  .  . 

The  “snapshot  moment”  came  in  late 
afternoon  on  March  14  in  the  former 
Statler  Hotel  in  New  York  City. 

A  Global  Ministries  director,  Bishop 
Emilio  de  Carvalho  of  Angola,  was  com¬ 
pleting  a  stirring  speech. 

“Don’t  relieve  your  frustrations  and 
confusions”  about  the  loss  of  U.S.  control 
of  overseas  churches  “by  sending 
missionaries  to  us  in  Africa,”  the  bishop 
said. 

“Missionary  expansion  is  something  of 
the  past,”  he  said,  and  African  Chris¬ 
tians  don’t  trust  United  Methodists  from 
the  U.S.  when  they  talk  of  their  interest 
in  preaching  to  “the  unreached”  in 
Africa'. 

Then  he  concluded:  Africans  would 
prefer  to  send  their  own  missionaries  to 
their  own  people  while  Americans  keep 
their  missionaries  at  home  to  minister  to 
Americans. 

What  sounded  like  the  most  thunderous 
and  spontaneous  ovation  the  directors 
gave  all  week  greeted  the  bishop’s 
statements. 

So  why  the  campaign? 

Is  that  the  direction  these  decision¬ 
makers  see  for  U.S.  missionaries? 

A  viewer  of  only  that  snapshot  quite 
understandably  might  perceive  that  the 
directors  intend  to  continue  the  20-year 
pattern  of  reducing  the  number  of  U.S. 
overseas  missionaries.  (Dissatisfaction 
over  that  decline  is  a  key  motivating 
factor  in  the  recent  formation  by  other 
UMs  of  an  independent  “Mission  Society 


for  United  Methodists.”  See  UMR  Jan.  6, 
March  2  and  16.) 

But  if  the  Global  Ministries  directors 
are  so  supportive  of  the  missionary  pull¬ 
back  style,  described  by  Bishop  de 
Carvalho,  why  are  they  backing  a  cam¬ 
paign  asking  UM  congregations  to  give 
$2  million  to  increase  the  number  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries  missionaries  —  especially 
to  Africa? 

A  new,  purplish-pink  brochure  pro¬ 
moting  the  campaign  —  distributed  at 
the  March  meeting  —  states  that 
“urgent”  requests  for  more  missionaries 
continue  to  come  from  churches  in  Third 
World  nations. 

Those  campaign  facts  (at  odds  with  the 
pullback  image  in  our  “snapshot”) 


sionary  has  not  been  received  since  1968 
—  is  a  proud  example  of  the  success  of 
that  philosophy. 

•  The  directors’  other  foot  is  in  the  new 
camp  of  the  many  Third  World  church 
leaders  who  have  continued  to  use  U.S. 
missionaries  and  increasingly  are  asking 
for  more,  especially  to  aid  in  their  own 
churches’  rapid  expansion. 

•  And  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the 
directors  are  quite  torn  about  which 
“foot”  to  stand  on. 

One  bishop  suggested  it  is  very  difficult 
for  directors  wholeheartedly  to  do  what 
their  critics  long  have  demanded  (in¬ 
crease  missionaries)  without  also 
defending  their  past  practice  of  mis¬ 
sionary  reduction. 


UMR  Interpretive  Analysis 


suggest  the  directors  may  be  more  in 
tune  with  a  speech  made  to  them  earlier 
in  the  week  by  Orlando  Costas,  professor 
of  missions  at  Eastern  Baptist  Seminary 
in  Philadelphia. 

He  said  the  question  for  North  Amer¬ 
ican  mission  boards  is  not  whether  they 
should  increase  their  commitments  but  by 
how  much  and  in  what  direction.  The  first 
priority  for  those  boards  is  reaching  the 
billions  of  people  who  never  have  heard 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  he  said. 

Throughout  the  week,  directors  pro¬ 
vided  similar  contradictory  indicators  of 
what  they  really  want. 

Transitory  or  transitional? 

Why  these  conflicting  signals? 

The  Reporter  talked  about  that  with 
several  observers  who  were  at  the 
meeting,  with  Global  Ministries 
directors,  staff  persons  and  leaders  of 
the  new  Mission  Society. 

One  explanation  was  that  the  directors’ 
talk  and  plans  for  expanding  the  mis¬ 
sionary  force  represent  a  transitory 
development  —  a  short-lived  departure 
from  the  long-range  pattern  of  mis¬ 
sionary  reduction. 

A  comparatively  cynical  view  sees 
recent  Global  Ministries  changes  as 
being  mere  defensive  reactions  to  the 
perceived  threat  of  competition  from  the 
Mission  Society.  According  to  this  view, 
the  directors’  response  in  our  “snapshot 
moment”  revealed  their  deepest  con¬ 
victions  and  is  a  sign  that  reductions  will 
continue  if  the  critics  ever  let  up  their 
pressure  on  Global  Ministries. 

Others,  however,  suggest  that  the 
recent  Global  Ministries  meeting  showed 
the  difficult  transitional  period  in  which 
the  directors  find  themselves.  They 
contend: 

•  The  directors  have  one  foot  in  their 
old  philosophy  of  missionary  reduction, 
strongly  backed  by  the  desire  for  Third 
World  churches  to  become  self- 
sufficient.  The  church  in  Angola  —  where 
Bishop  de  Carvalho  says  a  U.S.  mis- 


That  may  explain  why  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  leaders  chose  as  their  final  speaker 
(of  five  speaking  on  mission  phil¬ 
osophies)  and  as  the  “voice  from  the 
Third  World”  Bishop  de  Carvalho,  whose 
church  so  clearly  seems  to  validate 
Global  Ministries’  missionary  reduction 
philosophy. 

Whether  the  directors  are  in  a  “transi¬ 
tional”  or  “transitory”  period  of 
increased  missionary  activity  may 
depend  on  whether  their  response  to  the 
Angolan  bishop  indicated  the  com¬ 
mitment  of  their  minds  or  just  emotions 
nostalgic  for  positions  of  the  recent  past. 

Bridges  bear  watching 

Directors  approved  a  new  “theological 
rationale”  at  their  meeting  (see  story  be¬ 
low)  which  states:  “Methodism  distin¬ 
guished  itself  and  made  its  witness  to 
others  effective  by  bridging  the  gap  be¬ 
tween  word  a  nd  deed .  ’  ’ 


United  Methodists  at  this  time  can’t  be 
quite  sure  between  what  words  and  what 
deeds  Global  Ministries  directors  are 
erecting  our  missions  bridges. 

What  perhaps  was  the  directors'  most 
negative  audience  reaction  came  as  the 
Rev.  Gerald  Anderson  chastised  the 
agency  for  not  having  a  specific  program 
for  “evangelization  of  Jewish  people”  and 
persons  of  other  living  faiths. 

But  the  directors  made  a  significant 
gesture  of  their  interest  in  taking  the 
Gospel  to  people  outside  so-called  Chris¬ 
tian  cultures:  They  reviewed  a  report, 
“Ministries  where  the  word  has  not  been 
heard  or  heeded:  new  areas  of  mission 
engagement,”  and  recommended  that 
staff  begin  to  take  steps  to  commit  itself 
to  ministries  of  preaching  the  Gospel  to 
new  groups  of  “unreached”  peoples. 

After  Dr.  Anderson’s  no-punches- 
pulled  speech,  directors  raised  strong 
objections  to  some  of  his  suggested  direc¬ 
tions,  applauding  each  other  as  they 
stepped  to  the  microphone  during  a  ques¬ 
tion  and  answer  session. 

But  the  directors  made  significant 
changes  in  the  “theological  rationale” 
that  suggested  they  might  have  accepted 
his  premise  ( see  story  below ) . 

This  time  of  great  controversy  should 
not  be  seen  by  United  Methodists  as  a 
bleak  time. 

Global  Ministries  leaders  showed  an 
impressive  openness  to  exploring  the 
issues  by  inviting  main  speakers  whom 
they  knew  would  be  critical  of  the  agency 
and  would  represent  diverse  opinions. 

An  optimistic  observation  about  this 
controversy,  in  a  recent  mailing  by  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries  to  General  Conference 
delegates,  was  that  it  has  been  during 
times  of  the  greatest  debate  about  Chris¬ 
tian  missions  that  the  most  creative 
and  powerful  mission  efforts  have  emerged. 


Basswood  carving  of  Christ 
AURORA,  Minn.  —  A  new  carving  of  the  risen  Christ  hangs  on  the  front 
wall  of  the  United  Methodist  church  sanctuary  here.  The  figure,  done 
by  Bob  Elo  of  Minnesota,  weighs  32  pounds,  stands  almost  five  feet  high 
and  has  an  armspread  of  about  four  feet,  ft  is  carved  out  of  basswood. 
Mr.  Belo  began  work  on  the  carving  in  October  1983. 
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Clear  view  of  UM  missions  sought 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  -  Rank-and-file  United 
Methodists  have  lost  their  sense  of 
identity  with  missions  endeavors,  a  UM 
university  dean  told  directors  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  here. 

He  and  other  speakers  said  many 
United  Methodists  are  seeking  a  clear 
view  of  how  Global  Ministries’  work 
relates  to  basic  issues  of  morality, 
“scriptural  holiness,”  and  invitations  to 
have  a  “saving  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.” 

The  strong  language  from  invited 
speakers  apparently  fell  on  receptive 
ears.  The  directors  addressed  those 
“basic  issues”  with  amendments  to  a 
new  theological  statement  on  missions 


The  Rev.  James  T.  Laney,  president  of 
UM-related  Emory  University,  said 
Global  Ministries  has  done  a  helpful  job 
of  ridding  past  missionary  practices  of 
the  racial  and  gender  exclusiveness, 
severe  and  false  piety  and  cultural  biases 
that  sometimes  accompanied  them. 

But  maybe  the  agency  was  “more  suc¬ 
cessful  in  dismantling  the  (pre-1970s  mis¬ 
sion  style)  than  in  replacing  it,”  he  said. 

Until  the  agency  fills  the  void  with  a 
clear,  moral  image,  it  will  find  difficulty 
in  nurturing  grassroots  enthusiasm  for 
its  work,  Dr.  Laney  indicated. 

Rights  image  applauded 

However,  a  veteran  member  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Maryknoll  Sisters  said 
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Much  of  the  March  12-16  meeting  was  United  Methodists  can  feel  proud  of 


I  devoted  to  discussion  about  the  philos 
ophy  and  directions  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  missions  work. 


Missions  board  labor  talks  draw  different  interpretations 


NEW  YORK  (UMR)  —  Conducting  a  press  conference 
to  condemn  the  “hypocritical”  stance  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  missions  agency  in  its  labor  contract  negotia¬ 
tions  were:  Don  Will  (left)  and  Audrey  McCoy  of  the 
workers’  negotiating  team  and  Cleveland  Robinson 
(right),  secretary/treasurer  of  District  65  of  the  UAW 
with  which  the  workers  are  affiliated. 

At  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  meeting 
this  month,  leaders  of  the  general  staff’s  union 


claimed  the  agency  —  which  long  has  supported 
collective  bargaining  in  industry  —  has  walked  away 
from  the  negotiating  table. 

Global  Ministries  directors  met  in  closed  session  for 
two  hours  discussing  the  labor  problem.  Afterwards, 
Bishop  Jesse  R.  DeWitt,  board  president,  said  the 
agency  is  waiting  for  the  union  to  present  another 
proposal  and  that  management  has  not  left  the  table. 
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the'  image  Global  Ministries  has 
achieved  around  the  world  through  its 
work  for  human  rights  and  dignity. 

When  complimented  by  directors  for 
the  Maryknoll  Sisters’  spirit,  Sister  Rose 
Marie  Franklin  said  she  felt  United 
Methodists’  overseas  work  contains  the 
same  spirit. 

She  said  her  religious  order  has 
changed  its  style  of  missions  from  the 
perspective  “that  unless  baptized  one 
cannot  enter  heaven”  to  focusing  on  “the 
integral  development  of  people  and  the 
interrelationship  between  social, 
economic,  political,  cultural  and 
religious  aspects  of  life  that  can  help  or 
hinder  people’s  quality  of  life  and  their 
union  with  God  and  with  each  other." 

The  Rev.  Gerald  H.  Anderson  said 
that,  as  important  as  mission  work 
relating  to  political,  cultural  and 
economic  systems  is,  it  falls  far  short  of 
being  the  whole  mission  of  the  church. 

He  claimed  that  Global  Ministries’ 
missions  image  has  a  deep  void  in  the 
area  of  calling  individuals  to  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ. 

He  was  introduced  by  a  Global 
Ministries  executive  as  one  of  the  few 
people  who  have  been  able  to  get  missions 
officials  from  mainline  denominations 
and  from  independent,  evangelical 
groups  to  discuss  missions  together. 
Director  of  the  Overseas  Study  Center, 
he  is  something  of  the  chief  theoretician 


for  the  new  “Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists”  for  which  he  is  a  director. 

Dr.  Anderson  said  Global  Ministries 
constantly  presents  an  image  suggesting 
it  is  not  involved  in  the  “whole"  mission. 

He  said  the  1982  and  1983  reports  of  the 

“But  maybe  Global 
Ministries  has  been 
more  successful  in 
dismantling  the  old 
(missions  style)  than  in 
replacing  it.” 

agency’s  general  secretary  to  annual 
meetings  of  the  board  contained  no  sug¬ 
gestions  that  “it  is  a  matter  of  any 
special  concern  to  Global  Ministries  that 
120  million  people  in  this  country  and  68 
percent  of  the  world’s  population  do  not 
have  saving  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

“The  general  secretary  spoke  of  a  ‘call 
to  missionary  evangelism,’  but  all  of  his 
illustrations  and  examples  were  in  terms 
of  what  he  called  ‘our  social  mission 
strategy.’  ” 

He  noted  that  in  March  of  1982,  the 
Women’s  Division  adopted  a  statement 
of  seven  goals  and  sixty-seven  objectives 
for  itself. 

Dr.  Anderson  commented  that  “the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  does  not  appear  in 
them.  He  is  nowhere  mentioned.  None  of 
the  goals  and  objectives  suggests  that  it  is 
of  any  concern  to  the  Women’s  Division 
whether  people  believe  in  Jesus  or  not. 
There  is  no  goal  or  objective  in  the 
Women's  Division  that  explicitly  or 
intentionally  seeks  to  bring  people  to 
saving  faith  in  Jesus  Christ." 

Mission  rationale  adopted 

Global  Ministries  directors  adopted  a 
“Biblical  and  Theological  Rationale  of 
the  Program  of  the  World  Division"  at 
their  March  12-16  meeting. 

The  16-page  draft  statement  contained 
no  reference  to  “forgiveness  of  sins”  as 
being  part  of  the  rationale  of  missions. 

But  directors  amended  it  when  it  came 
up  for  a  vote  after  Dr.  Anderson’s  speech. 


To  a  sentence  in  the  section  on  the 
scriptural  basis  of  missions,  “Jesus 
Christ  sets  us  free  from  all  forms  of 
oppression,"  the  directors  added:  “By 
faith  in  His  atoning  death  our  sins  are 
forgiven,  the  weight  of  guilt  removed  and 
reconciliation  to  God  effected." 

Under  the  section,  “Mission  as  Follow¬ 
ing  Christ’s  Example,"  the  draft  had 
stated:  “Jesus  called  persons  and  sent 
them  out  to  announce  the  good  news.  By 
His  example  He  made  liberation  the 
content  and  thrust  of  His  message.  " 

The  directors  amended  that  so  the  one 
sentence  now  reads:  “By  His  example 
He  made  redemption  and  liberation  the 
content  and  thrust  of  His  message.  " 

(Full  copies  of  the  mission  rationale 
statement  are  available  by  writing  to 
GIdbfcl  Ministries  at  475  Riverside  Dr.. 
New  York  City,  N.Y.  10115.) 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Minister-father’s  ‘social  gospel’  propels  Mr.  Mondale 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 
Religious  News  Service 

Walter  F.  Mondale,  the  former  U.S. 
vice  president  and  the  leading  candidate 
for  the  Democratic  Party’s  presidential 
nomination,  draws  much  of  his  political 
philosophy  from  his  Methodist  minister- 
father,  a  social  gospel  activist. 

Now  a  Presbyterian,  Mr.  Mondale 
seldom  articulates  a  precise  connection 
between  his  religious  faith  and  social 
concerns,  according  to  his  father-in-law. 
Dr.  J.  Maxwell  Adams,  a  Presbyterian 
minister  who  is  retired  chaplain  at 
Macalester  College,  a  Presbyterian 
school  in  St.  Paul. 

Mr.  Mondale,  56,  is  a  member  of 
Grace-Trinity  Church,  Minneapolis,  a 
combined  Presbyterian  and  American 
Baptist  congregation.  He  was  active 
there  while  he  was  Minnesota’s  attorney 
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general  and  U.S.  senator 
He  now  is  seldom  in  Minneapolis  to 
attend  that  church  but  makes  “a 
sizeable”  financial  contribution  to  it  each 
year,  according  to  the  church’s  interim 
minister,  the  Rev.  Roger  Allen. 

Mr.  Mondale  has  an  affilitate  member¬ 
ship  at  Chevy  Chase  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Washington.  His  wife.  Joan,  is 
“a  faithful  attender"  there,  and  the  three 
Mondale  children  are  longtime 
members,  according  to  Mrs.  Jeanette 
Smith,  church  administrator.  Both 
Mondales  have  addressed  the  church’s 
adult  class  over  the  years,  she  said. 

“Fritz”  Mondale  is  the  son  of  the  Rev. 
Theodore  and  Claribel  Mondale,  both 
deceased.  The  father,  who  had  been  a 
farmer,  served  Methodist  pastorates  in 
several  southern  Minnesota  communities. 
Although  he  was  careful  to  keep  politics 
out  of  his  sermons,  he  had  some  “rough" 
times  because  of  his  “populist”  views. 
Dr.  Adams  said. 

At  home,  according  to  the  biography. 
“Mondale,”  written  by  Finley  Lewis, 
“Fritz"  and  his  two  brothers  “were 


imbued  with  their  father’s  social  gospel 
notions  about  mutual  responsibilities  of 
church  and  state  in  seeking  a  maximum 
well  being  —  spiritual,  economic  and 
social  —  of  those  they  served.” 

While  in  the  Senate,  Mr.  Mondale 
sometimes  chided  religious  groups  for 
not  being  as  progressive  as  they  could  be 
in  fighting  for  social  legislation.  For 
example,  in  a  1968  address  to  the 


Associated  uiurch  Press,  Mr.  Mondale 
said  that  “America’s  religious  leaders 
were  not  very  helpful"  in  getting  a 
national  open-housing  law  passed. 

While  vice  president,  he  told  delegates 
to  the  American  Lutheran  Church’s 
biennial  convention  in  Moorhead,  Minn., 
in  1978,  that  there  is  a  “direct,  powerful, 
indispensable  and  persistent"  relation¬ 
ship  between  “religious  principle  and 


government  policies." 

As  a  presidential  candidate  in  the  1984 
campaign,  Mr.  Mondale  says  he  would 
limit  increases  for  the  military  to  4  or  5 
percent  a  year.  He  favors  a  mutual 
verifiable  nuclear  freeze  and  would 
resubmit  SALT  II,  resume  negotiations 
on  a  comprehensive  test  ban,  and 
reassert  controls  over  the  distribution  of 
weaponf-grade  materials. 


Family  seen  as  crucible  of  faith 


By  WALLACE  BENNETT 
FORT  WORTH  -  “Sometimes  we 
forget  how  hard  life  is  in  the  crucible." 
the  Rev.  Howard  Hovdesaid.  “A  crucible 
is  a  vessel  strong  enough  to  withstand  the 
heat  of  molten  metal.  Also,  the  family  is 
the  crucible  of  God’s  Kingdom.  In  it,  two 
people  come  together  to  form  new  life." 

Dr.  Hovde,  director  of  Laity  Lodge,  in 
Leakey,  Texas  was  one  of  17  ecumenical 
speakers  who  participated  in  the  recent 
Texas  Baptist  Christian  Life  Com¬ 
mission’s  workshop  here  entitled, 
“Family:  Crucible  of  the  Kingdom." 

The  Rev.  Stanley  Hauerwas.  a  United 
Methodist  theologian  and  professor  of 
theology  at  Notre  Dame  University, 
challenged  participants’  theological 
concepts  of  the  family. 

"I  suspect  that  many  of  our 
assumptions  about  how  the  family  is 


important  for  character  may  not  only  be 
descriptively  mistaken  but  theologically 
suspect,"  he  said. 

Theological  assumptions,  he  said,  go 
something  like  this: 

“The  family  is  where  we  develop 
morality  or  character.  Thus  good 
families  produce  good  children  and 
adults  and  bad  families  produce  bad 
families  and  adults.  The  present-day  con¬ 
cern  about  familial  breakdown  is,  for 
many,  a  concern  about  the  very  foun¬ 
dation  of  our  moral  order. 

“One  reason  it  is  a  mistake  to  associate 
too  directly  the  development  of 
character  with  the  family  is  that  such  an 
association  can  easily  turn  the  family 
into  an  idolatrous  institution,"  he  said. 

Dr.  Leobardo  Estrada,  associate 
professor  in  the  school  of  architecture 
and  urban  planning  at  UCLA,  provided 


demographic  evidences  of  the  changing 
structures  of  family  life  in  a  workshop 
entitled,  “The  Shape  of  Families  " 

"The  stereotype  of  a  two-parent  family 
with  children,  where  the  father  works 
and  the  mother  stays  home  with  the  kids, 
fits  only  15%  of  modern  American 
families."  he  said. 

“In  its  place  have  come  various  newr 
structures,  such  as  the  growing  number 
of  single  parent  families,  the  increased 
number  of  female  heads  of  families, 
older  adults  living  away  from  the  nuclear 
family  or  alone,  and  the  delay  of 
marriage  and  child-bearing  to  a  later  age 
by  young  adults.  Church  programs  must 
be  changed  to  fit  those  new  structures." 
he  stressed. 

Mr.  Bennett  is  editor  of  the  Central 
Texas  Conference  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 


s  A  Soul  Worth  SI 3? 


KAYATHIRI  is  seven-years-old  and 
comes  from  an  impoverished  family.  The 
father  has  deserted  the  family  and  the 
mother  makes  palagarams,  a  pancake 
like  food .  to  sell  in  the  village  market. 

Kayathiri  is  from  India  where  many 
souls  suffer.  WORLDS  CHILDREN.  INC.  is 
trying  to  help  |ust  as  many  children  as 
possible,  feeding  them  with  physical  and 
spiritual  food.  This  is  done  through  the 
sponsoring  program. 

What  does  it  cost?  Only  $13  a  month 
That's  less  than  44  cents  a  day  I  The  |oys  of 
sponsorship  are  beyond  compare.  You 
may  write  your  child  if  you  wish  and  you 
will  receive  regular  progress  reports.  The 
sponsorship  can  be  for  any  length  of  time 
and  you  will  receive  the  child's  nome,  ad 
dress,  photos  and  case  history. 

WORLD'S  CHILDREN,  INC.  is  a  Christian 
organization,  founded  in  1965.  It  is  U.S. 
government  approved  ond  ail  donations 
are  tax-deductible.  Administrative  costs 
are  kept  at  a  minimum  and  all  sponsors 
are  furnished  with  an  audit  copy.  The  1983 
audit  indicates  91%  of  funds  received  were 
sent  overseas  for  the  children. 

Won't  you  write  today  and  request  the 
sponsorship  of  Kayathiri  or  another  child 
ike  her?  Many  are  waiting. 

Please  write: 


)  child  where  the 


•or  lint  month 


Nome  _ 

Street _ _ _ 

Stole  ond  Zip _ _  _ _ 

Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  Ivey.  P.  O.  Box 
2979.  Winter  Haven,  Fla.  33880. 

_ _ i 
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Ministries  council  leaders  label 
General  Conference  priority  items 


Lithograph  depicts  Anbury's  ordination 


BALTIMORE  —  The  famous  lithograph  of  the  ordi¬ 
nation  of  Bishop  Francis  Asbury  has  been  reprinted  in 
a  limited  edition  by  the  Bicentennial  Committee  of  the 
Baltimore  Annual  Conference.  The  new  prints  of  an 
original  engraving  by  A.  Gilchrist  Campbell  of 


Thomas  Coke  Ruckle's  painting  depict  the  scene  which 
occurred  Dec.  27,  1784,  at  the  Christmas  Conference  in 
Lovely  Lane  Meeting  House  here.  For  more 
information  write  Wilson  Shearer,  5124  Greenwich 
Ave.,  Baltimore,  MD  21229. 


Methodist  women  featured 
4 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

DALLAS  —  Some  20  persons  met  here 
March  19-20  primarily  to  strategize  how 
to  represent  United  Methodism’s  highest 
program  coordinating  body  at  the  1984 
General  Conference. 

They  are  the  executive  committee  of 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
(GCOM).  The  council  at  its  meeting  last 
December  conveyed  authority  to  the 
executive  committee. 

GCOM  controls  neither  denomi¬ 
national  program  nor  finances  to  any 
great  extent  (those  are  assigned  to  other 
agencies).  But  its  role  typically  is  crucial 
in  major  matters  affecting  United  Meth¬ 
odism. 

Many  GCOM  members  are  also 
General  Conference  delegates.  But  there 
is  no  provision  for  the  council  to  meet 
again  until  late  October,  so  its  program 
coordinating  and  counsel  functions  must 
be  carried  out  May  1-11  in  Baltimore  by 
its  executive  committee  —  supported  in¬ 
sofar  as  possible  by  other  council  mem¬ 
bers  who  are  there  as  delegates. 

These  are  among  major  items  the 
GCOM  executive  committee  anticipates 
needing  its  involvement  at  General  Con¬ 
ference,  listed  in  what  the  group  con¬ 
siders  prioritized  order : 

•  Structure  and  administrative  flexi¬ 
bility  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  1980  General  Conference 
assigned  this  to  GCOM  and  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  jointly  to  perfect,  put  into  place  and 
report  back  in  1984.  All  but  the  report 
were  completed  in  1983.  Questions  are  ex¬ 
pected,  nor  theless,  on  exactly  what 
these  changes  mean  in  the  board’s 


Lost  history’  comes  to  life  on  TV 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

John  Wesley,  Richard  Allen  and 
Francis  Asbury  weren’t  the  only  ones 
who  had  a  hand  in  shaping  Methodist 
history.  Numerous  women  such  as  Anna 
Howard  Shaw,  Frances  Willard  and 


Mary  McCleod  Bethune  were  also  in¬ 
fluential. 

The  triumphs  and  accomplishments  of 
these  Methodist  women,  some  of  them 
little  known,  were  displayed  in  the  TV 
documentary  “A  Lost  History”  broad¬ 
cast  nationwide  March  18,  by  NBC. 


Wesley  backed  writing 
of  American  Methodism 


By  W  ALTER  N.  VERNON 

“We  want  some  of  you  to  give  us  a 
connected  relation  (account;  of  what  our 
Lord  has  been  doing  in  America,  from 
the  time  that  Richard  Boardman  (in 
1769)  .  .  .  left  his  country  (of  England;  to 
serve  you.” 

So  wrote  John  Wesley  in  1791  to  one  of 
the  American  Methodists,  calling  for 
someone  to  write  and  publish  the  Metho¬ 
dist  story  in  America.  The  challenge  was 
taken  up  by  the  Rev.  Jesse  Lee  who  by 
1810  had  issued  “A  Short  History  of 
Methodists  in  the  United  States  of 
America,”  the  first  major  work  of  its 
kind. 

Lee  in  his  “Short  History”  wrote  that 
he  wished  “the  Methodists  to  see  what 
great  things  the  Lord  has  done  for  them, 
and  for  their  fathers  and  friends  before 
them.”  He  declared,  “I  have  written  the 
best  account  I  could  .  .  .  such  as  I  think 
will  be  for  the  information  and  conso¬ 
lation  of  pious  people  ...  a  blessing  to 
those  who  read  it,  and  to  the  Methodists 
in  particular.” 

In  1868  Dr.  Abel  Stevens  wrote  a  four- 
volume  “History  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,”  for  which  he  was 
called  “the  ecclesiastical  Macaulay”  by 
the  Chicago  Christian  Advocate.  At  the 
end  of  the  nineteenth  century  Dr.  Ed- 


Circuit 

Writer 


CLASSIFIED 


ASSISTANT  PASTOR  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church.  Wyckoff.  New  Jersey  (suburban  community 
in  New  York  metropolitan  area);  900  members, 
seeking  Assistant  Pastor  with  focus  in  Christian 
Education  for  active,  growing  parish:  salary 
commensurate  with  experience,  housing  provided 
Send  resume  to:  Mrs  Melissa  Parrish,  c/o  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church  555  Russell  Avenue, 
Wyckoff.  N.J.  07481. 


WANTED:  MUSIC  POSITION  -  Music  Director 
with  8  years  experience  plus  a  Masters  Degree  in 
Church  Music  looking  for  a  full  time  music  position 
or  combination  position  in  the  Dallas/Ft.  Worth 
area  Send  inquiries  to  Music  Director,  601  Pleasant 
Ridge.  Mansfield.  TX  76063 


EDUCATION  PROGRAMS  DIRECTOR  Minimum 
of  Bachelor's  degree  in  religious  education  required 
Master's  degree  preferred  Must  have  references 
and  proven  track  record.  Send  resume  to  Mr 
William  Steppe,  First  United  Methodist  Church.  105 
Genesee  Street.  New  Hartford.  NY  13413 


POSITION  OPEN  -  Houseparent  couple  to  serve  in 
Home  for  abused/neglected  youth.  Mission  project  in 
rural  Appalachia  Contact  Executive  Director  for 
information  Henderson  Settlement.  P.O.  Box  205. 
F  rakes,  KY  40940 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  church  with  highest  Church 
School  average  attendance  in  Florida  Conference, 
established  year-round  program,  250  enrolled 
Master's  Degree  in  Christian  Education  preferred, 
experience  required,  salary  negotiable  Send 
resume,  picture  and  references  to  Mrs.  Jon  Luce.'72 
Lake  Morton  Drive,  Lakeland.  FL  33801 


StOLES  -  Hand  woven  by  the  women  of  Santiago 
Atitlan.  Guatemala  -  The  fabulous  multicolor  stole 
—  ‘liturgical  colors  looi.  now  with  United  Methodist 
Cross  and  Flame.  Send  no  money,  shipped  on 
approval  $30.00  plus  $2  50  postage-handling  ‘ . 
Double  Mission  Outreach.  S.  IL.  Conf..  Rt  2. 
Murphysboro,  IL  62966 


ward  J.  Drinkhouse,  for  18  years  editor  of 
The  Methodist  Protestant,  issued  a 
history  of  his  branch  of  the  church,  em¬ 
phasizing  that  facts  are  often  many-sided 
and  acknowledging  that  the  personality 
of  the  author  largely  determines  the 
point  of  view. 

An  excellent  “History  of  American 
Methodism”  was  issued  by  Abingdon 
Press  in  1964  in  three  volumes  under  the 
editorship  of  Dr.  Emory  Stevens  Bucke, 
with  45  contributors.  Dr.  J.  Bruce 
Behney  and  Dr.  Paul  Eller,  with  Dr. 
Kenneth  W.  Krueger  as  editor,  produced 
in  1979  “The  History  of  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church”  (and  its 
antecedents)  on  the  theory  that  “a 
person  and  a  church  are  distinguished  by 
the  memories  they  keep.”  Even  earlier, 
histories  of  the  United  Brethren  Church 
and  of  the  Evangelical  Church  had 
appeared.  Also  histories  of  successive 
periods  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  had  appeared  by  Holland 
N.  McTyeire,  (1884),  Horace  M.  DuBose 
(1916),  and  Robert  W.  Sledge  (1975). 

An  excellent  recent  one- volume  “Story 
of  American  Methodism”  by  Dr. 
Frederick  A.  Norwood  ought  to  be  in 
every  United  Methodist  home.  It  is 
accurate,  balanced,  well  written,  and 
interesting.  A  shorter  account, 
"Proclaiming  Grace  and  Freedom,” 
written  by  Frederick  E.  Maser,  Charles 
Yrigoyen  Jr.,  and  Kenneth  Rowe,  is  a 
concise  treatment  that  gives  a  good 
overview. 

“Sourcebook  of  American  Methodism” 
brings  together  in  nearly  700  pages  a 
superb  collection  of  documents  and  ex¬ 
cerpts  from  the  whole  sweep  of 
American  Methodism,  chosen  by 
Frederick  A.  Norwood.  And  to  top  the  list 
is  the  two-volume  2814-page 
"Encyclopedia  of  World  Methodism," 
still  available  —  but  there  won't  be  an¬ 
other  like  it  in  our  lifetime.  And  there  is 
room  only  to  mention  the  current  project 
of  a  new  “complete  and  critically  edited 
text  of  the  prose  writings  of  John 
Wesley." 

Cicero  advised  us  well,  "Not  to  know 
what  has  been  transacted  in  former 
times  is  to  be  always  a  child  ...  If  no  use 
is  made  of  the  labors  of  past  ages,  the 
world  must  remain  always  in  the  infancy 
of  knowledge.” 


MAXIE  DUNNAM 

BELIEFS  OF  A  UNITED  METHODIST  CHRISTIAN 
Excellent  Bicentennial  Resource 
Nine-sermon  series  on  cassette  tapes  in  album 

Send  request  &  check  for  $19.95  to: 

Maxie  Dunnam  —  Tape  Ministry 
3550  Central  Ave. 

Memphis,  TN  38111 


Actress  Lynn  Redgrave  narrated  the 
one-hour  program  which  featured  11  past 
and  present  Methodist  heroines.  Ms. 
Redgrave  lauded  the  women  for  their  re¬ 
ligious,  social  and  political  achieve¬ 
ments,  and  her  comments  were  rein¬ 
forced  by  vintage  film  footage  and 
photos,  personal  anecdotes  and 
drawings. 

Writer  Ben  Logan  scripted  “A  Lost 
History.”  Mr.  Logan,  a  senior  film  pro¬ 
ducer  for  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations,  says  he  spent  months  research¬ 
ing  Methodist  women. 

“I  became  impressed  with  women 
doing  great  things  that  no  one  knew 
about,"  he  said. 

Entire  family  of  Methodism 

The  featured  women  were  not  all 
United  Methodists.  For  example  Harriet 
Tubman  was  a  member  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Logan 
explained  that  the  general  heading  of 
“Methodist”  was  used  in  an  attempt  to 
represent  the  entire  family  of  Meth¬ 
odism. 

Looking  back  they  observed  Maggie 
Van  Cott,  the  19th  century  itinerant 
evangelist  who  brought  more  then  35,000 
persons  into  church  membership,  and 
they  watched  Mary  McLeod  Bethune  rise 
from  illiteracy  to  establish  what  became 
Bethune-Cookman  College. 

Most  illustrative  of  the  early  Methodist 
spirit  for  freedom  was  a  conversation 
with  Alice  Brickier,  the  grand-niece  of 
Harriet  Tubman.  Ms.  Tubman,  known  as 
the  “Moses  of  her  People,”  was  the  con¬ 
ductor  of  the  underground  railroad  which 
led  over  300  slaves  North  to  freedom. 

“When  Aunt  Harriet  was  gathering 
passengers  for  the  underground  railroad, 
she  would  go  through  the  fields  while  the 
slaves  were  working,  singing  a  coded 
song,  ‘There’s  a  Campmeeting  here  to¬ 
night,’  ”  Ms.  Brickier  recalled. 

After  singing  the  entire  song  as  her 
Aunt  Harriet  would  have  done,  the  83- 
year-old  Ms.  Brickier  commented,  “I  felt 
God’s  glory  in  her;  she  had  God’s  spirit.” 

Modern-day  ‘railroad’  shown 

Another  link  of  past  to  present  showed 
a  Methodist  woman  who  operates  a 
modern-day  underground  railroad  for 
Central  American  refugees. 

The  Rev.  Peggy  Hutchinson  of  the 
Tucson  (Ariz.)  Metropolitan  Ministry  re¬ 
called  the  catalyst  that  propelled  her  into 
refugee  advocacy. 

“I  realized  that  these  people  were 
running  for  their  lives  when  I  began 
helping  a  Salvadoran  mother  and  her 
seven  children.  While  in  Salvador,  the 
father  had  been  killed  and  dismembered 
by  government  soldiers  and  the  mother 
was  raped  by  soldiers  while  her  children 
watched.  Fearing  the  death  squads,  the 
family  was  on  the  run  for  four  years. 

“When  I  realized  what  they  endured. 

I  knew  that  the  risks  I  was  taking  were 
nothing  compared  .to  theirs.  I  had  to 
stand  up  against  my  government  and 
follow  the  laws  of  God.” 

The  Rev.  Marjorie  Matthews, 
episcopal  leader  of  United  Methodism’s 
Wisconsin  area,  is  considered  by  many  to 
be  the  measuring  stick  of  women’s  re¬ 
ligious  accomplishments  today.  She  is 
the  only  female  bishop  in  the  world  and 
the  first  in  the  UMC. 

“Sometimes  I  feel  like  a  national 
monument  because  I’m  the  first.”  she 
commented  in  a  taped  interview. 
“People  ask  whether  they  should  call  me 
Mrs.  Bishop  or  Bishopette. 

“However,  I  believe  that  God  is 
interested  in  people  who  want  to  be  used 
rather  than  interested  in  their  sex.  We 
also  need  to  repent  of  our  early 
beginnings  that  excluded  women.” 

me  program  closed  with  comments 
from  three  of  United  Methodism’s  most 
prominent  women:  Theressa  Hoover, 


head  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries; 
Carolyn  Henninger  Oehler,  president  of 
the  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women;  and  Carolyn  DeSwarte  Gifford, 
coordinator  of  the  women’s  history 
project  for  the  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History.  All  three  women  stressed 
the  importance  of  “herstory”  (women’s 
role  in  history). 

A  year’s  worth  of  filming  took  Mr. 
Logan,  director  Marcia  Kupyer 
Schneider,  producer  Patricia  Mauger 
and  film  crew  across  the  U.S.  to  film 
scenes  on  location  with  Ms.  Redgrave. 

The  commercial-free  program  was 
conceived  and  created  as  a  part  of  the 
1984  bicentennial  celebration  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  America  by  the  Pan 
Methodist  Bicentennial  Committee  and 
the  National  Council  of  Churches.  The 
program  was  the  second  of  two  broad¬ 
cast  on  donated  air  time,  allocated  by  the 
networks  for  programs  on  the  Methodist 
Bicentennial.  The  first  show,  a  Pan 
Methodist  Christmas  Eve  worship 
service,  was  broadcast  by  CBS  in  1983. 

“A  Lost  History”  was  broadcast  on  140 
stations,  according  to  NBC  officials.  The 
Rev.  William  McClurken,  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  executive  director  of 
broadcasting  and  film,  was  delighted 
with  the  figures. 

Best  station  count  in  years 

“This  is  the  best  station  count  a  religi¬ 
ous  program  has  had  in  years.  I  credit 
that  success  to  our  discovery  of  United 
Methodist  women,”  he  said. 

Kay  Cottrell,  director  of  marketing  for 
United  Methodist  Communications,  coor¬ 
dinated  United  Methodist  women  nation¬ 
wide  into  massive  campaigns  to  get  the 
show  broadcast  locally.  The  women 
flooded  their  local  NBC  affiliate  stations 
with  letters,  phone  calls  and  petitions. 

‘‘In  Florida,”  Mr.  McClurken 
laughingly  recalled,  “a  delegation  of 
women  marched  into  a  TV  station  and 
demanded  to  speak  with  the  general 
manager.” 


governance  and  operation. 

•  “Missional  priority.”  GCOM  is 
recommending  that  the  denomination 
move  away  from  its  singular  emphasis 
on  Developing  and  Strengthening  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  (see 
UMR,  March  23)  and  move  to  a  broader 
program  which  also  emphasizes  congre¬ 
gational  development  and  “justice 
ministries.”  A  focus  would  be  retained  on 
ethnic  minority  churches  but  not  enough 
of  one  to  satisfy  those  who  think  the 
denomination  has  hardly  begun  to  work 
effectively  with  ethnic  minority 
churches.  There  is  a  further  split  on  this 
matter  in  that  GCOM  is  recommending  a 
“missional  priority”  goal  of  $10  million 
per  year  for  four  years  while  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  central  finance  agency  is  recom¬ 
mending  a  $7.5  million  annual  goal. 

•  Infant  formula  task  force.  This  nine- 
person  group,  authorized  by  the  1980 
General  Conference,  has  worked  consul¬ 
tatively  with  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  but  has  final  accountability 
only  back  to  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference.  The  four  years  have  seen  both 
United  Methodist  general  agencies  and 
annual  conferences  divided  over  what 
has  been  the  main  issue,  namely  whether 
to  participate  in  the  international  boycott 
of  Nestle  products  in  protest  of  the 
company’s  practices  in  marketing 
breastmilk  substitutes.  The  task  force  is 
recommending  theologically-based  guide¬ 
lines  for  when  a  UM  body  should  and 
should  not  endorse  a  boycott. 

•  Inclusive  language  guidelines.  This 
task  force  stirred  heat  across  the  church 
with  its  proposal  that  “male  image” 
terms  for  God,  —  particularly  “Lord” 
and  “King”  and  “Father”  —  be  replaced 
in  current  United  Methodist  publications 
with  sexually-inclusive  terms.  The 
GCOM  has  supported  the  proposal. 

•  Telecommunications.  The  GCOM  has 
no  formal  proposal  going  to  General  Con¬ 
ference  but  it  has  voted  its  preference  for 
an  annual  $2.4  million  package.  This  is 
only  half  the  $4.8  million  program  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  denomination’s  general 


communications  agency.  The  central 
treasury  and  finance  council  is  also 
recommending  what  some  have 
described  as  “half  a  loaf,”  but  its  $2.4 
million  proposal  calls  for  a  different 
distribution  of  funds  than  does  GCOM’s. 

As  several  GCOM  executive  committee 
members  pointed  out  during  the  two-day 
meeting  here,  much  of  what  General 
Conference  does  involves  “program." 
And  “program,”  in  turn,  almost  always 
involves  financing. 

Veteran  members  of  GCOM  said  that 
the  1,000  delegates  to  the  General 
Conference  —  some  40  percent  serving 
for  the  first  time  —  must  be  reminded 
that  money  for  United  Methodist  pro¬ 
gramming  does  not  magically  appear  — 
that,  in  fact,  typically  money  must  be 
taken  from  one  program  to  finance 
another  program. 

Actual  financial  considerations  at 
General  Conference  are  automatically 
referred  to  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration,  whose 
members  are  required  to  stay  in  constant 
readiness  to  convene  throughout  General 
Conference . 

The  GCFA,  in  turn,  frequently  needs 
some  group  to  turn  to  for  counsel  on  the 
programmatic  merits  of  General  Con¬ 
ference  actions  —  particularly  if  one  pro¬ 
gram  can  be  accomplished  only  at  the 
expense  of  another. 

The  GCOM  executive  committee 
anticipates  being  called  on  for  that  kind 
of  counsel,  and  that’s  where  the  focus 
was  at  this  final  pre-Baltimore  meeting. 

The  executive  committee  also  moved 
toward  filling  a  vacancy  on  the  GCOM 
staff  by  nominating  Trudie  Kibbe 
Preciphs  as  an  associate  general 
secretary.  Ms.  Preciphs  is  black,  has  a 
master’s  degree  in  social  work  and  has 
been  on  the  secretariat  of  the  UM 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women.  The  vacancy  was  created  by  the 
resignation  of  Dalila  Cruz  to  become 
head  of  the  denomination’s  Hispanic 
caucus.  Council  members  are  voting  by 
mail  on  Ms.  Preciphs’  nomination. 


Bishop’s  release  asked 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  —  Using  the  strongest 
language  yet  with  the  Zimbabwe  govern¬ 
ment,  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  called  for 
either  “due  process”  or  the  immediate 
release  of  UM  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa. 

The  message  to  the  Zimbabwe  govern¬ 
ment  notes  that  Bishop  Muzorewa  has 
been  detained  for  approximately  four 
months  without  being  charged. 

The  bishop,  who  also  is  leader  of  an 
opposition  political  party  in  his  nation. 


was  arrested  after  he  made  a  speech 
accusing  the  present  government  of 
being  more  repressive  of  its  pre¬ 
dominantly  black  citizenry  than  was  the 
all-white  government  which  he  helped 
throw  out  of  power. 

The  Rev.  Isaac  Bivens,  Global  Minis¬ 
tries’  executive  for  mission  work  in  that 
part  of  Africa,  told  directors  that  Bishop 
Muzorewa  is  being  held  under  the  War 
Powers  Act  which  the  former  all-white 
government  used  for  “endless 
detention.” 


Rights  activist  dead  at  age  73 


By  JAN  LICHTENWALTER 

BALTIMORE  —  Clarence  M.  Mitchell 
Jr.,  a  black  leader  credited  with  shaping 
much  of  the  civil  rights  legislation 
passed  in  the  last  two  decades,  received 
memorial  service  tributes  March  23  in 
the  Sharp  Street  Memorial  UMC  by  a 
host  of  religious  and  government 
leaders. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  73,  died  March  18. 

Often  called  “the  101st  senator,”  Mr. 
Mitchell  was  director  and  chief  lobbyist 
for  the  Washington  bureau  of  the 
National  Association  for  the  Advance¬ 
ment  of  Colored  People  from  1950  to  1978. 
He  spearheaded  the  drive  for  the  enact¬ 
ment  of  five  major  civil  rights  laws  and 
advised  presidents  from  Roosevelt  to 
Carter. 

Sen.  Gary  Hart,  former  vice  president 
Walter  Mondale  and  the  Rev.  Jesse 
Jackson  were  among  the  1,400  in  the 
congregation.  The  governor  and  both 
senators  of  Maryland  and  the  mayor  of 
Baltimore  took  the  pulpit  along  with  Lyn¬ 
da  Robb,  daughter  of  former  President 
Lyndon  Johnson,  and  a  dozen  other  lead¬ 
ers  and  friends  who  spoke  of  the  far- 
reaching  impact  of  Mr.  Mitchell’s  work. 


Mr.  Mitchell  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Sharp  Street  church  and  former 
president  of  the  trustees.  His  pastor,  the 
Rev.  John  Coleman,  reported  that  Mr. 
Mitchell  had  walked  home  from  services 
the  day  he  died,  holding1  hands  with  his 
wife,  herself  a  prominent  civil  rights 
activist. 

Ms.  Lichtenwalter  is  editor  of  the  Balti¬ 
more  conference  edition  of  UMR. 


TRINITY 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING,  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  teach  dynamic 
Bible  courses. 

A  LAY  ACADEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS. 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  OLD  AND  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR. 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  of 
the  Bible. 

LOOK  IT  OVER!  Introductory  Kit  $15 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 
Bo*  25101  •  Dallas,  TX  75225 
214-526-8498 


/  WILL  READ  prayerfully 
one  passage  each  day  <rf 
each  month— especially 
considering  implications 


Let’s  pray,  PRAY,  PRAY  S>  FAST 
for  our  Geperal  Copferepce! 

IfP  That  Gods  lorinp  presence  and  power  will  he 
especially  manifested  during  all  our  United 
Methodist  Church  proceedings  there  . . . 
and  thereafter  f 

ypThat  we  will  strife  for  more  of  the  “circuit- 
riding’  commitment  and  zeal  for  the 
Gospel  which  our  early  sisters  and 
brothers  had!  We  now  here  the  "preaching 
p/aces "  and  organization  for  vnich  J 
they  used  to  striref 

ypThat  we  will  hare  the  samcaoa/  as  those 
at  the  lfSf  Christmas  Conference  f — . 


V 


Renewal  requires  uniting  prayer: 

i.  AH  year  round  T - - 

Z.  At  special  times  —  the  tO  dors 
between  ApP.  2*ond  Mer  UK  f 

4ymXK/Gv.\v\\\cs 
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April  Satellite  Listing 

Lectionary — Tuesday  12:00  Noon 


April  3 

Westar  5 

Channel  15 

H 

April  10 

Telstar  301 

Channel  9 

V 

April  17 

Westar  5 

Channel  15 

H 

April  24 

Telstar  301 

Channel  9 

V 

Sunday  School  Lessons  —  Tuesday  7:30  p.m. 

April  3 

Westar  4 

Channel  19 

H 

April  10 

Telstar  301 

Channel  9 

V 

April  17 

Telstar  301 

Channel  9 

V 

April  24 

Telstar  301 

Channel  9 

V 

Louisiana  United  Methodist  Magazine 

April  10 

8:00  p.m.  Telstar  301 

Channel  9 

V 

April  17 

12:30p.m.  Westar  5 

Channel  15 

H 

Oliphint  Keynote  Speaker  For  Laity  Banquet 

Over  500  United  Methodists  from  the  Baton  Rouge-Ha mmond  District  gathered  at 
Broadmoor  UMC  for  the  annual  Laity  Banquet.  Bishop  Benjamin  R.  Oliphint  of  the 
Kansas  Area  was  the  keynote  speaker. 

Fifty-two  (52)  members  of  the  Slaughter-Bluff  Creek  Charge,  where  Marshall 
Paine  is  pastor,  presented  a  Bicentennial  Program  entitled.  "It  All  Began  .  .  .  With 
John  Wesley!"  Pictured  above  (left  to  right)  are  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed.  District 
Superintendent:  Bishop  Oliphint:  Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway.  Resident  Bishop  of 
Louisiana;  and  Ross  Downing,  District  Lay  Leader. 


EARLY  CAMP  MEETING  —  One  of  the  distinctive  features  of  early  Methodism 
was  the  camp  meeting  to  which,  in  the  words  of  one  historian,  "folks,  curious  and 
committed  Christians  alike,  came  from  miles  around,  .  .  .  pitched  their  tents  and 
stayed  on  for  several  days  or  weeks  to  hear  a  succession  of  fervent  preachers."  The 
camp  meeting,  which  still  can  be  found  in  some  parts  of  the  denomination,  is  credited 
with  helping  Methodism  grow  to  become  the  largest  Protestant  denomination  in  the 
nation  by  the  time  of  the  Civil  War.  (courtesy  drew  university) 


The  roots  of  American  Methodism  can  be  traced  to 
LOVELY  LANE  CHAPEL  in  Baltimore.  It  was  here  on 
Christmas  Eve  in  1784  that  Francis  Asbury  and  Thomas  Coke 
along  with  Richard  Whatcoat,  Thomas  Vasey,  and  nearly 
sixty  other  preachers  gathered  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 
Methodism  in  America.  The  first  action  taken  by  the 
Christmas  Conference  was  to  establish  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Asbury  was  ordained  superintendent 
(bishop)  and  twelve  ministers  were  ordained  elders.  When 
the  conference  adjourned  on  January  2  or  3,  it  had  organized 
a  church,  elected  its  leadership,  ordained  a  ministry,  and 
accepted  a  liturgy. 


Bicentennial  Reflections 


A  limited  number  of  rooms  will  be 
available  at  Centenary  College  for 
delegates  with  their  families.  Requests 
for  one  of  these  rooms  should  be  made  on 
your  room  reservation  card.  If  you  have 
already  sent  the  card  in,  please  write  Mr. 
Dick  Anders  to  request  such  accom¬ 
modations,  if  needed. 

Reservations  for  child  care  must  be 
made  by  May  15th  to  Mrs.  Betty  Rowell, 
521  S.  Fifth  St.,  Eunice,  La.  70535.  Please 
include  the  name  and  age  of  each  child. 
The  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role 
of  Women  and  Noel  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  have  arranged  this 
service  and  appreciate  your  cooperation. 

— H.G.W. 


December  24, 
1784 


The  Committee  has  answered 

questions  about  the  increase  in  fees  being  Members  of  the  new  Media  Resources  Committee  are  shown  above  at 
prohibitive  by  pointing  out  that  the  planning  and  policy  meeting.  They  are,  left  to  right,  top  photo:  Deen  Thompson, 
membership  fee  in  the  Media  Resource  chairperson;  Amy  Ward,  Council  on  Ministries  Chair;  Lou  Alexander,  Secretary; 
Center  is  extremely  low.  Most  other  Julie  Harris,  Resource  Center  Coordinator;  and  Harvey  Williamson,  Council 
conferences  and  media  outlet^are  much  Director.  In  the  Lower  photo:  Inez  C'hrisentery,  Helen  Brock,  Lou  Montgomery  and 
higher,  such  as  $50.00  to  $150.00  per  year,  Patterson  Culligan,  Conference  Youth  Coordinator. 

according  to  the  size  of  the  congregation.  <photo  by  elwood  Fleming,  related  staff  person  • 


Annual  Conference 
Child  Care  Available 


Child  care  will  be  available  during 
each  session  of  the  Annual  Conference. 
First  United  Methodist  Church  will 
provide  a  nursery  for  children  nursery 
age  through  second  grade  on  Monday 
afternoon  and  Tuesday  evening.  Monday 
and  Wednesday  evenings  the  child  care 
for  nursery  age  through  second  grade 
will  be  at  Noel  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church.  Use  the  Highland 
Street  entrance  only.  The  time  will  be 
from  6:45  p.m.  -9:30  p.m.  Noel  is  located 
at  520  Herndon. 

During  the  day  sessions  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  the  child  care  will  be  at  Noel 
for  children  nursery  age  through  twelve 
years.  The  time  will  be  from  8:15  a.m.  - 
5:15  p.m.  A  nominal  fee  will  be  asked  to 
help  defray  expenses.  It  will  be  $4.00 
each  day  for  one  child.  If  you  have  two  or 
more  children  attending,  the  charge  will 
be  $3.00  per  child  each  day.  This  should 
be  paid  each  morning  when  the  child 
arrives.  Parents  are  to  provide  a  lunch 
for  their  children.  Noel  will  furnish 
Koolaid  or  something  with  lunch  and  at 
snack  time.  If  you  want  your  child  to 
(have  a  soft  drink,  please  include  25c 
extra.  Plan  on  being  prompt  when 
picking  up  the  children  in  the  afternoon 


International  Lesson  Series 


J'i 


Rev.  Ann  Holland  Heuer 

Heuer  Is  Lenten- 
Easter  Lectionary 
Presenter 

Rev.  Ann  Holland  Heuer,  pastor  of  the 
University  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Ruston,  is  the  Presbyterian  Presenter 
for  the  TV  Lectionary  series  presented 
each  Tuesday  at  noon  on  satellite.  Her 
lections,  on  the  Gospel,  will  be  presented 
April  3, 10  and  17. 

Rev.  Heuer,  a  native  of  Monroe, 
Louisiana,  graduated  from  Southern 
Methodist  University  and  taught 
mathematics  in  the  Dallas,  Texas  School 
District.  She  then  attended  and 
graduated  from  the  Austin  Presbyterian 
rheological  Seminary,  Austin,  Texas. 
She  is  active  in  Church  Women  United 
and  Bread  for  the  World. 


Confronting  Entrenched  Evil 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TR1CKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 
Mark  11:8-10, 15-19,  27-33 
In  today’s  scripture  lesson,  we  find 
three  short  scenes  which  took  place 
during  that  last  week  called  Holy  Week. 
The  first  scene  tells  of  the  triumphal 
entry  into  the  city  of  Jerusalem.  It  must 
have  looked  like  Jesus  was  ready  to  take 
over  the  city  —  he  certainly  had  the 
backing  of  the  people. 

Or,  did  he?  Jesus  "stopped  preaching 
and  started  meddling"  as  he  challenged 
some  long-standing  traditions,  con¬ 
fronting  entrenched  evil.  He  was 
particularly  upset  about  the  money 
changers  and  the  pigeon  merchants  who 
had  the  franchises  to  do  business  within 
the  temple.  It’s  probably  that  both  of 
these  types  of  operations  were  riddled 
with  profiteering  and  unfair  rates  of 
exchange  for  these  merchants  had  the 
exclusive  rights  to  change  money  into 
“temple  money"  and  to  seel  “un¬ 
blemished  doves"  to  people  who  were 
required  to  use  only  these  doves  in  the 
sacrifices  of  Jewish  worship.  But,  even  if 
the  rates  of  exchange  were  appropriate, 
Jesus  objected  to  the  practice  of  making 
a  business  of  the  temple.  “It  is  written," 
he  said,  “My  house"  (God’s  house) 
“shall  be  called  a  house  of  prayer  .  .  .  but 
you  have  made  it  a  den  of  robbers."  He 
strenuously  objected  to  the  overt  and 
extreme  commercialism  practiced  by 
the  leaders  of  the  temple. 

Jesus  withdrew  from  the  city  for  the 
night,  not  because  of  fear  but  because  it 
was  the  custom  for  visitors  to  leave  the 
walled  area  for  the  evening  in  times  of 
—festivals  when  crowding  overtaxed  the 
shelters  of  the  city.  But  the  next  morning 
he  was  back  and  was  almost 
immediately  confronted  by  the  chief 
priests,  the  scribes  and  the  elders,  all 
asking  him,  “By  what  authority  are  you 
doing  these  things  .  .  .  who  gave  you  such 
authority?"  Jesus,  sensing  a  trap, 
countered  with  a  question  of  his  own. 


“Was  the  baptism  of  John  from  heaven 
or  from  men?”  The  authorities  were 
backed  into  a  corner.  If  they  said  from 
God,  they  were  refuting  their  own  stance 
which  rejected  John  entirely.  But  if  they 
said  John  had  no  God-given  authority  to 
baptize  they  ware  antagonizing  the 
populace  who  had  long  accepted  John  as 
a  prophet.  They  just  backed  away  from 
the  question,  failed  to  answer  it,  and 
were  forced  to  leave  Jesus  alone  —  at 
least,  for  a  time.  Scene  three  ends. 

Now,  may  we  spend  our  space  today  on 
just  one  of  these  three  segments.  The 
part  we  need  to  keep  reminding  our¬ 
selves  is  that,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
we  frequently  say  that  the  Church  is  “big 
business,”  the  Church  is  not  “business" 
at  all.  The  Church  is  a  living,  viable 
entity  —  the  living  body  of  Christ  — 
God's  agent  in  a  confused  and  changing 
world. 

Most  Christian  churches  do  not  have 
money-changers  in  their  foyers,  but 
many  do  have  little  commercial 
ventures.  Cake  sales,  special  programs 
(admission  by  ticket  only),  bingo  games, 
etc.  We  build  ourselves  into  blind  alleys 
by  constructing  such  large  “plants,” 
hiring  large  staffs,  planning  extravagant 
“programs"  (some  of  which  merely 
duplicate  secular  operations)  that  we  are 
forced  to  have  a  continuous  financial 
campaign  to  support  it. 

The  appeal  I  hear  coming  from  this 
scripture  is  that  we  refocus  our  identity, 
our  centrality,  our  mission  and  our 
purpose.  We  need  to  remember  why  we 
are  in  existence,  i.  e.,  to  actually 
continue  and  extend  the  earthly  ministry 
of  the  one  whom  we  call  Lord.  It’s  when , 
we  try  to  secularize  our  identity  that  we 
“profane  the  Temple."  Though  Jesus 
said  the  Temple  was  to  be  a  house  of 
prayer,  many  churches  seem  to  have 
few,  if  any,  prayer  groups  or  prayer 
activities  and  many  secular  ones.  Let  us 
be  aware  of  our  uniqueness  as  Christians 
and  fully  dedicate  ourselves  to  emulating 
and  serving  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


New  Media  Committee  Sets  Policy,  Fees 


The  Media  Resources  Committee  of 


Dr.  Stan  Menking,  Associate  Dean  of 
Drew  University  told  a  group  of  Baton 
Rouge-Hammond  Ministers  and  guests, 
at  their  recent  District  Retreat,  that  “we 
use  people  in  the  episcopal  office  and 
need  to  change  the  ceremonial  role  of  our 
bishops.”  He  further  said  that  “we  need 
the  Superintendency  to  travel  and  be  a 
part  of  the  life  and  ministry  of  their 
preachers.” 

Dean  Menking  also  said  that  we  need: 
(1)  a  strong  laity  with  a  voice  in  the 
church;  (2)  central  accountability;  and 
(3)  an  adequate  consultation  process. 

He  said  that  we  still  think  of  bishops’ 
ministries  in  archaic  terms,  travelling 
the  whole  connection,  while  the  greatest 
need  is  for  them  to  travel  and  minister  in 


their  own  episcopal  areas. 

Dr.  Menking  also  reminded  the  group 
that  preachers  were  moved  around 
among  all  the  parts  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  early  America  to  build  and 
strengthen  the  bonds  of  the  connection. 
He  suggested  that  the  itineracy  still 
serves  this  purpose  today. 

In  the  two-day  retreat,  Dr.  Menking 
spoke  on:  “Perfection:  Grace  and 
Work”;  “Pluralism:  Diversity  and 
Unity”;  “Itineracy:  Conviction  and 
Connection”;  and  “Reform:  Servant  and 
Prophet." 

Worship  leaders  for  the  event  were 
Rev.  Carolyn  Brannon,  Rev.  Rusty 
Holland,  Jr.  and  Rev.  Clarence  Hillard. 


the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  has 
released  the  new  rental  costs  schedule 
for  films,  filmstrips  and  video  tapes.  In 
addition,  all  resources  will  be  fully 
insured  both  ways  to  protect  the 
Conference’s  investment. 

The  Action  of  the  Committee  follows : 

1  —  Organizations  providing  films  and 
video  programs  for  the  Media  Resource 
Center  will  not  be  charged  rental  for 
their  use,  but  only  postage. 

2  —  A  flat  fee  of  $15.00  will  be  charged 
to  other  denominations  or  conferences 
renting  our  media  resources. 

3  —  All  films  and  video  programs  will 
be  insured  both  ways. 

4—  Audio  visuals  not  returned  on  time 
will  involve  an  additional  charge  per 
showing  missed  elsewhere. 

5  —  The  new  fee  schedule  follows : 

filmstrips  $2.00  members,  $3.50  non¬ 
members 

16  mm  under  15  min.  $6.00  members, 
$10.00  non-members 

16mm  under  15  min.  $10.00  members, 
$20.00  non-members 

VHS 1  prog. /lesson  $6.00  members 
$10.00  non-members 

More  than  1  program/lesson  $10.00 
members,  $20.00  non-members. 

6  —  United  Parcel  Service  is  being 
used  as  our  transporter  of  AVs.  They  will 
pick  up  the  films  and  video  programs  the 
day  after  their  use  in  the  local  church  for 
return  to  the  Conference  Office. 


Itineracy  Not  Dead,  Says  Menking 


Dr.  Stanley  Menking  is  shown  above  addressing  participants  at  the  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  District  Ministers’  Retreat,  held  at  Camp  Istrouma,  March  19-20 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 


Paul  V.  Galloway,  Bishop 
Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
Council  Director 


Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 
Linda  Heard, 
Editorial  Assistant 


*  *  * 

P.O.  Drawer  3057,  Baton  Rouge.  La  70821 


Louisiana  Area  Banquet 
To  Be  Held  At 
General  Conference 

The  Louisiana  Banquet  will  be 
held  on  May  8,  at  6  p.m.  in  the 
Carroll  Room  of  the  Baltimore 
Hilton  Hotel.  Tickets  are  $17  per 
person  and  may  be  secured  from  Sue 
and  Tracy  Arnold,  2727  Jackson 
Street,  Alexandria,  Louisiana.  71301, 
no  later  than  April  10, 1984. 
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Is  it  important  to  know  about  a 
candidate’s  religious  beliefs? 


Recent  issues  of  the  Reporter  have 
included  a  series  of  feature  articles  on 
the  religious  beliefs  and  practices  of  per¬ 
sons  who  are  actively  campaigning  for 
the  Presidency  of  the  United  States  (see 
UMR  issues  from  Feb.  17  through  March 
30,  and  this  issue) .  This  series  is  intended 
to  provide  information  about  the  candi¬ 
dates  of  a  kind  not  offered  in  other  publi¬ 
cations. 

Some  readers  may  question  the  appro¬ 
priateness  of  a  series  of  articles  about 
politicians  in  a  church  newspaper. 
“Doesn’t  that  infringe  on  the  principle  of 
church-state  separation?”  they  may  ask. 

Even  though  dealing  with  a  legitimate 
“religious  angle,”  isn’t  there  a  danger  in 
an  election  year  that  such  a  series  will  be 
perceived  as  having  politically  partisan 
overtones?  Perceptive  critics  can  rea¬ 
sonably  point  to  such  factors  as  headline 
wording,  length  of  articles  and  the 
nuance  of  certain  words  and  phrases  as 
having  a  subtle,  but  real,  influence  on 
readers. 

Our  sincere  intent,  however,  is  to  in¬ 
form  and  not  to  manipulate  the  political 
choices  of  Reporter  readers.  We  believe 
information  of  the  type  offered  in  these 
articles  can  help  Christians  exercise 
their  citizenship  knowledgeably  and  re¬ 
sponsibly  as  this  fall’s  elections  ap¬ 
proach. 

The  wellspring  of  human  character 


and  action  is  directly  and  unavoidably 
related  to  our  religious  convictions,  in¬ 
cluding  the  degree  to  which  we  acknow¬ 
ledge  our  fundamental  dependence  upon 
God.  Our  religious  identity  largely  deter¬ 
mines  our  identity  as  persons,  family 
members  and  citizens  —  whether  or  not 
we  overtly  acknowledge  such  to  be  the 
case.  Any  attempt  to  separate  our  reli¬ 
gion  from  the  rest  of  our  humanity  is  a 
foolish  and  futile  violation  of  the  unity 
which  God  intends  for  human  life. 

Consequently,  we  cannot  fully  know 
what  makes  any  person  “tick”  —  includ¬ 
ing  candidates  for  political  office  —  with¬ 
out  including  insights  into  their  religious 
backgrounds.  We  believe  such  insights 
are  especially  critical  as  we  consider  the 
qualifications  of  those  who  aspire  to  lead 
the  wealthiest,  most  powerful  nation  in 
the  world. 

We  encourage  Reporter  readers  to  use 
these  articles  on  the  presidential  candi¬ 
dates  as  one  way  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  them.  We  likewise  encourage  the 
use  of  other  information  sources  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  fullest  possible  portraits  of  those 
who  would  be  our  nation’s  next  president. 
Our  consideration  of  the  full  range  of 
candidates  and  their  qualifications,  pro¬ 
vided  from  a  variety  of  sources  and  per¬ 
spectives,  is  the  surest  way  to  exercise 
responsibly  both  our  citizenship  and 
our  religious  faith  in  the  election  process. 


I  TALK  TO  GOV 
ABOUT  MY  WORRIES 
... 1  TALK  TO  HIM 
AWOf  MY  ANXIETIES 
...TA LKTOm  ABOUT 
MY  IMSQHUTi  „.TAUC 
TO  m  ABOUT  MY 
/MPATI  £t<££... 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


I  talk  to  him 

ABOUT  MY  PRIPX... 
TALK  TO  m  ABOUT 
MY0<VY...AMtfrMV 
COV£TOU$NE&L. 
BUT  SOMEHOW  I 
PONT  S£fM  TO  GET 
AH  ANSWER 


APRIL  ft,  1804 


Can  a  church  board  be  both 
prophetic ,  representative? 


A€Z/,  mix  YOU'RE 
TAJJCM&  tf/TH  AN 
EXPERT,  BEMEMER 
TO  L/S7EM 


By  LEROY  C.  HODAPP 

Having  spent  the  last  eight  years  as  a 
member  of  United  Methodism’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  —  the  last 
four  as  President  —  I  would  like  to  raise 
three  questions  along  with  my  personal, 
however  tentative,  responses  to  them.  At 
the  very  least,  I  hope  these  questions  will 
evoke  honest  discussion,  for  I  believe 
their  answers  are  crucial  to  the  life  and 
mission  of  our  church  in  the  immediate 
future. 

First,  can  prophetic  ministry  be  insti¬ 
tutionalized? 

My  response  is  that,  despite  the  fact 
that  the  traditional  form  of  the  prophet  is 
a  lonely  individual,  a  General  Board  can 
be  the  source  of  the  transforming  pro¬ 
phetic  Word'of  God  if  a  significant  per¬ 
centage  of  the  mother  institution  support 
that  word. 

The  most  recent  example  of  this  was 
the  civil  rights  struggle  of  the  1960’s, 
when  the  institutional  church  spoke  to 
Congress  and  the  nation  with  sufficient 
moral  power  effectively  to  change  the  of¬ 
ficial  position  of  our  society  on  the  issues 
under  debate.  It  is  possible,  perhaps  pro¬ 
bable,  that  the  same  support  exists  for 
peace  initiatives  today,  if  we  can  generate 
the  political  skills  to  mobilize  it.  Of 
course,  the  prophetic  word  does  not  al¬ 
ways  bring  immediate  change  or  reform, 


but  I  believe  that  it  can,  if  forcefully  and 
articulately  proclaimed. 

However,  members  of  Congress  as 
well  as  most  other  secular  structures  im¬ 
mediately  ask:  “Where  are  your  troops 
(voters,  corporate  stock-holders,  con¬ 
sumers,  etc.)?”  Therefore,  for  the  insti¬ 
tution  to  be  effective,  the  troops  must  be 
convinced  of  the  justness  of  the  cause. 
For  the  church,  that  means  creative  bib¬ 
lical  and  theological  education  of  the 
church’s  membership,  which  inevitably 
must  precede  the  advocacy  role  of  the  in¬ 
stitution. 

Some  may  argue  that  the  only  really 
effective  prophetic  voice  belongs  to  one 
willing  to  endure  crucifixion  for  his  or 
her  faith  —  which  rules  out  most  if  not  all 
institutions.  On  this  point  the  dialogue 
must  continue.  I  am,  convinced,  how¬ 
ever,  that  God  does  speak  through  those 
who,  for  many  reasons,  are  not  prepared 
for  ultimate  sacrifice. 

Second,  if  the  institution  cannot  be  pro¬ 
phetic,  can  it  at  least  sustain  a  General 
Board  staff  person  who  proclaims  or  lives 
out  the  word  of  the  Lord? 

Here  again,  crucifixion  may  be  the  on¬ 
ly  option,  at  least  the  one  most  likely.  But 
I  would'hope  that,  on  many  issues,  the  in¬ 
formed  and  needed  word  could  be  spoken 
without  such  extreme  consequences.  It 
can,  I  believe,  if  the  parent  board  is  com- 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Let  bishops  direct  BGM  for  the  next  quadrennium 


To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  the  recent  and  not  so  recent 
articles  concerning  the  conflict  situation 
with  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Now 
the  problem  is  compounded  with  the  new 
mission  agency. 

Several  General  Conference  options 
were  listed  in  the  March  16th  issue  of  the 
Reporter.  One  additional  option  for  the 
General  Conference  would  be  to  dissolve 
the  present  Board  of  Directors  and  give 
the  responsibility  to  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  for  the  next  quadrennium. 

There  is  something  of  a  precedent  for 
such  action.  Within  the  past  few  years 
the  United  Methodist  Homes  in  our  con¬ 
ference  were  headed  toward  bankruptcy. 
The  Annual  Conference  voted  to  take  full 
responsibility.  The  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  United  Methodist  Homes  was  dis¬ 
solved.  A  new  Board  of  Directors  was 
elected  from  the  membership  of  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference.  The  Board  took  respon¬ 
sibility  until  the  situation  was  successful¬ 
ly  resolved. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  represent  the 
highest  elected  officials  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  They  could  well  be  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  during  the  next 
quadrennium.  The  Council  of  Bishops 
would  be  able  to  bring  their  considerable 
influence  to  bear  on  a  resolution  of  the 
situation.  Willard  Braker 

Tecumseh,  Kansas 

Article  on  starting 

‘airline’  surprising 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  somewhat  surprised  at  Bishop 
Dwight  Loder’s  article  headlined 
“Should  we  start  our  own  airline?”  (see 
UMR,  March  16).  His  argument  against 
starting  a  new  airline  because  one  al¬ 
ready  exists,  and  his  reasoning  that  love 
should  excuse  all  differences,  denies  his 
own  existence  as  a  “protestant  Method¬ 
ist.”  Why?  Because  Methodism  itself  is  a 
relatively  new  “airline.”  Therefore  I  as¬ 
sume  Bishop  Loder  would  have  us  land 
our  dissenting  craft  in  the  Anglican  hang¬ 
er  and  ride  in  the  Catholic  blimp. 

And  Wesley’s  love?  Well,  it  was  so 
great  for  the  lost  that  he  refused  to  let  his 
loyalty  to  Christ  be  replaced  by  loyalty  to 


RFPflRTFR 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon  M 
Dunnam  III;  Business:  William  C 
Strickland,  Circulation  Director;  Ken 
Thornton,  Comptroller.  Conference 
Editions:  Donald  Small,  Assistant  Edi¬ 
tor;  Local  Editions:  John  Lehman 
Assistant  Editor;  Editorial:  John  A. 
Lovelace,  Managing  Editor;  Dan 
Louis,  Roy  Beck  and  Stephen  Swecker, 
Associate  Editors;  Sheron  Covington 
and  Susan  Milliken,  Staff  Writers;  Pro¬ 
duction:  George  Wilhelm,  Manager; 
Victor  Garza,  Composition  Manager 
Cecil  Copeland,  Data  Processing  and 
Mailing  Manager 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954S00)  is 
owned  by  the  United  Methodist  Conferences  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico  and  published  weekly  by  the 
Newspaper  Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  Council.  2520  W.  Commerce  St..  Dallas. 
TX  7521 2,  as  a  continuation  of  the  135-year  publishing 
tradition  of  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper.  The  Re¬ 
porter  maintains  no  official  relaUonship  to  the 
United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  to  any  of  the 
denomination's  general  boards  or  agencies,  but  does 
serve  as  the  official  publication  for  40  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  which  publish  special 
regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editorial 
policy  aimed  at  providing  its  readers  with  a  broad 
spectrum  of  information  and  viewpoints  consistent 
with  the  pluralism  of  views  held  by  United  Method¬ 
's  membership.  Editorial  opinions  expressed  are 
necessarily  those  of  the  publisher  or  of  the  con¬ 
ferences  served  by  the  Reporter,  but  represent  the 
opinions  of  the  Reporter's  editorial  staff.  Signed  let¬ 
ters  and  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  the  Reporter 
reflect  the  views  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily 
those  of  the  Reporter  staff.  Paid  ads  are  screened  be¬ 
fore  acceptance,  but  not  editorially  endorsed. 

SEND  CORRESPONDENCE  AND 
ADDRESS  CHANGES  TO : 

P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  TX  75222 
Phone:  (214  )  630-6495 

( Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes. ) 

Individual  subscriptions:  $12.00  per  year  for  na 
tional  edition ;  rates  for  subscriptions  to  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  editions,  and  for  groups  of  10  or  more  na¬ 
tional  edition  subscriptions  available  upon  request 

Second  Class  Postage  paid  in  Dallas.  Texas. 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address 
changes  to:  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  TX 
75222. 


an  institution  (airline). 

When  an  airline  does  not  travel  in  the 
proper  direction,  carries  only  a  half  load 
of  cargo  containing  hand  grenades  for 
Jesus  but  no  canteens  of  soul-redeeming 
Gospel,  and  refuses  to  dialogue  with  the 
stockholders,  other  airlines  are  sure  to 
rise  up  as  with  wings  of  eagles. 

If  a  passenger  doesn’t  care  where  the 
airline  goes,  what  it  hauls,  who  it  sup¬ 
ports,  nor  why  it  even  flies,  it  makes  one 
wonder  if  the  passenger  isn’t  along  just 
for  the  ride. 

Gene  Yelverton 
Americus,  Georgia 

Satirical  response 

To  the  Editor: 

Should  we  start  our  own  airline  (see 
UMR,  March  16)?  Sometimes  the  need 
seems  great  when  the  ticket  agents  say: 

“We  don’t  fly  where  you  want  to  go.” 

Or:  “Sure,  I  can  get  you  to  Bakersfield, 
but  you  have  to  fly  to  Newark  first.” 

Or:  “Just  pay  your  fare,  and  we’ll  take 
you  where  you  really  want  to  go.” 

Or  maybe  even:  “We’re  sorry,  if  you 
want  to  fly  maybe  you  ought  to  try  your 
father’s  tombstone  outside.” 

It  happened  before,  it  can  happen 

a^a*n'  Michael  O’Connor 

Lockney,  Texas 

Satire  appreciated, 
funding  chart  challenged 

To  the  Editor : 

Your  March  16  issue  has  disturbed  my 
peace,  and  driven  me  to  my  typewriter. 

First,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  arti¬ 
cle  headlined  “Should  we  ‘start  our  own 
airline?’  ”  Bishop  Loder  has  written  a 
fine  piece  of  satire.  I  hope  it  will  be  heed¬ 
ed. 

I  question  the  validity  of  the  chart  used 
with  Roy  Howard  Beck’s  “UM  trend 
away  from  undesignated  giving.”  The 
chart  deals  only  with  percentages,  not 
dollar  amounts.  Items  that  are  small  eas¬ 
ily  show  large  percentage  increases, 
liiis  is  not  so  easy  for  World  Service  with 
a  budget  of  $25  or  $30  million. 

As  a  practical  illustration,  my  congre¬ 
gation  sent  $15,000  to  World  Service  and 
Conference  Benevolences  last  year, 
while  giving  one-third  that  amount  for 
other  benevolent  causes  outside  UM 
channels.  Of  that  additional  $5,000,  none 
of  it  was  given  because  of  dissatisfaction 
with  evil,  gatekeeping  bureaucrats. 
Some  $2,000  went  to  a  local  ecumenical 
mission  project,  and  another  $3,000  to 
send  our  youth  on  a  work  project  with  an 
organization  that  cooperates  closely  with 
the  UMC. 

Although  a  chart  might  indicate  a 
“dramatic  increase”  in  our  giving  to  out¬ 


side  causes,  it  is  clearly  erroneous  to  use 
this  as  evidence  that  World  Service  is  un¬ 
popular,  or  that  our  members  do  not 
trust  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries.  My  point  is  that  there  are  many 
reasons  for  giving  or  not  giving  to  certain 
causes.  Let  us  be  careful  in  our  interpre¬ 
tations. 

I  wish  the  new  missionary-sending 
agency  had  not  been  founded.  I  respect 
the  good  intentions  of  those  who  have 
taken  this  step,  but  I  see  such  an  organi¬ 
zation  as  more  of  the  groundwork  leading 
toward  a  new  denomination.  It  gives  me 
no  comfort  to  have  an  executive  of  the 
group  say  that  they  will  not  ask  churches 
to  withhold  their  money  from  World  Ser¬ 
vice.  That  is  a  very  negative  and  weak 
reassurance. 

My  hope  and  earnest  prayer  is  that 
God  will  use  the  1984  General  Conference 
to  move  us  toward  unity  and  harmony  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  We  are  a 
gifted  people  blessed  with  many  re¬ 
sources,  but  we  are  using  too  many  of  our 
resources  on  family  in-fighting. 

James  E.  Magaw 

Mount  Vernon,  Ohio 

Delegates  should 

represent  all  faetions 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  a  plea  to  General  Conference 
delegates  to  try  to  represent  all  factions 
in  May  —  for  the  sake  of  the  whole 
church.  Although  the  liberals  may  have 
the  votes  to  prevail  again,  some  of  them 
must  consider  that  United  Methodist  doc¬ 
trines  and  policies  should  not  offend  the 
conservatives,  if  they  truly  want  a  plura¬ 
listic  church. 

The  subject  involves  more  than  just 
criticism  of  some  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  priorities.  The  problem  be¬ 
gins  in  the  Social  Principles  of  the 
church.  They  are  too  far  to  the  left  for 
some  of  us.  However  sincere  some  of  our 
leaders  are,  too  much  has  been  exposed 
this  year,  too  many  have  painfully  spok¬ 
en  out,  and  the  division  will  not  go  away 
by  leaders  ignoring  it  all. 

Some  bishops’  response  to  try  and  dis¬ 
credit  the  new  Mission  Society  is  typical, 
but  that  won’t  solve  the  problems  this 
time.  One  prays  that  they  will  finally  rea¬ 
lize  many  things  have  gone  too  far  from 
the  real  purposes  of  the  church,  as  a 
growing  number  of  concerned  people  see 
it.  And  passing  still  more  controversial 
Social  Principles  is  surely  not  going  to 
help  bring  the  factions  together  again 
into  a  United  Methodist  Church.  “May 
God  guide  us  all  so  we  can  serve  Him  in 
harmony.” 

Mary  A.  Jensen 

Groton.  South  Dakota 


Article  corrected 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  article  on  Chuck  Colson  is  wrong 
in  stating  that  he  “became  a  born  again 
Christian  after  serving  in  prison  for  his 
part  in  the  Watergate  break  in  .  .  .”  (see 
UMR.  Feb.  24). 

Mr.  Colson  served  time,  not  for  the 
break-in,  but  for  smearing  Daniel  Blls- 
berg’s  character  and  obstructing  justice. 
Also,  he  confessed,  was  sentenced  and  he 
served  time  after  he  became  a  Christian. 

Jim  Boggan 
Bucyrus,  Ohio 

Recent  issues  exciting 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  profoundly  moved  by  re¬ 
cent  issues  of  the  Reporter,  and  specifi¬ 
cally  by  the  courage  and  honesty  re¬ 
flected  in  the  March  2  issue’s  “Here  I 
Stand”  on  bureaucracy,  the  article  on 
our  “pre-Aldersgate”  mindset,  the  nu¬ 
merous  articles  and  letters  stressing  the 
need  for  spirituality  as  opposed  to  mere 
activity,  and  the  whole  tenor  of  the  Re¬ 
porter  in  recent  months. 

It  is  exciting  to  see  these  important 
church  issues  so  well  addressed.  I  pr^iy 
daily  for  the  United  Methodist  Church  to 
continue  this  openness  and  courage  and 
for  the  outpouring  of  God’s  Holy  Spirit  on 
the  Reporter,  its  staff  and  the  United 
Methodist  organization  worldwide. 


May  Christ  be  more  and  more  preemi¬ 
nent-  Caroline  L.  Ryan 

Quincy,  California 

Readers  incensed 

To  the  Editor: 

We  were  greatly  incensed  by  the  style 
of  the  so-called  “reporting”  in  the  Feb.  24 
article  concerning  former  bishop  James 
Armstrong. 

We  do  not  know  Bishop  Armstrong. 
However,  we  consider  your  writer’s  ef¬ 
forts  more  worthy  of  sensational  journal¬ 
ism  than  that  of  a  church  informational 
instrument.  The  article  seemed  to  be 
couched  in  judgmental  terms.  Much  of 
the  information  was  not  necessary.  That 
the  man  has  been  under  personal  stress, 
by  his  own  admission,  should  call  for  a 
little  compassion. 

Please  return  the  Reporter  to  a  higher 
level  of  reporting. 

Margaret  Geyer  Temple 
and  Dean  H.  Temple  Jr. 
Fredonia,  New  York 

Restraint  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  commend  Spurgeon  M.  Dun¬ 
nam  III  -for.  his  restraint  and  Christian  at¬ 
titude  in  reporting  the  affairs  of  Dr. 
James  Armstrong  (see  UMR,  Feb.  24). 

May  all  reporters  follow  his  fine  exam¬ 
ple-  Olive  B.  Smith 

Livingston,  Montana 

Here  I  Stand 


Bishop  Hodapp 
mitted  enough  and  the  total  institution 
sensitive  enough. 

Ultimately,  the  individual  also  must  be 
sensitive  enough  not  to  shoot  himself  or 
herself  down  on  secondary  issues.  Per¬ 
haps  our  board’s  most  prophetic  staff 
voice  was  dulled  a  few  years  back  be¬ 
cause  of  an  inability  to  live  within  budget 
restrictions,  an  unfortunate  yet  neces¬ 
sary  institutional  reality. 

Other  obvious  issues  arise:  i.e.  who  de¬ 
termines  what  is  prophecy  and  what  is 
foolish  bias  on  an  issue?  Can  a  true  pro¬ 
phet  ever  expect  to  be  other  than  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  distinct  minority?  Can  prophetic 
“success”  occur  in  the  lifetime  of  the 
prophet?  Again,  the  dialogue  must  con¬ 
tinue,  but  the  question  demands  the  at¬ 
tention  of  our  boards,  and  of  the  entire 
church. 

Third,  can  a  General  Board,  and  its 
staff,  truly  represent  the  diversity  and 
pluralism  within  the  church  today? 

My  personal  response  would  be  that  it 
not  only  can,  but  it  must,  if  the  church  is 
effectively  to  be  about  its  mission  and 
witness.  As  to  the  board  membership  in  a 
representative  democracy  such  as  ours, 
that  depends  upon  an  open  election  pro¬ 
cess.  If  those  who  profess  to  represent 
the  “grassroots"  really  are  such  repre¬ 
sentatives,  then  their  constituency  must 
see  that  they  are  nominated  and  elected 
to  be  directors  of  our  church’s  general 
boards  and  agencies.  This  is  the  only  way 
the  true  diversity  of  the  church  will  sur¬ 
face. 

But  as  to  staff,  search  committees  and 
others  who  select  such  persons  need  to 
remember  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  not  lim¬ 
ited  by  our  feeble  categories  of  “liberal” 
and  “conservative”  when  choosing  hu¬ 
man  channels  through  which  to  speak 
God’s  word.  Therefore,  we  should  have 
done  with  the  folly  of  ordaining  either 
end  of  the  theological  spectrum  with  an 
exclusive  divine  authority  of  which  it  is 
not  worthy. 

The  liberal  social  conscience  may  de¬ 
nounce  structural  evil  while  the  conser¬ 
vative  conscience  abhors  personal  evil, 
but  both  need  to  be  heard;  and  on  such 
matters  as  world  peace  and  ecological  is¬ 
sues  of  human  survival  they  can  join  to¬ 
gether  for  our  common  good  and  the 
glory  of  the  Creator  of  all  things  bright 
and  beautiful. 

The  whole  church  must  be  about  the 
task  of  proclaiming  the  whole  gospel,  and 
our  general  boards  can,  if  they  will,  lead 
in  that  great  mission  and  witness. 

Leroy  C.  Hodapp  is  bishop  of  United 
Methodism's  Springfield  (Illinois)  Area. 
His  is  one  of  several  reflective  articles  by 
church  leaders  which  will  appear  during 
the  bicentennial  year  of  American  Meth¬ 
odism.  *9il  »ubu* 

This  statement  was  initially  delivered 
by  Bishop  Hodapp  to  members  of  the 
UMC's  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety,  which  he  heads,  and  subsequently 
modified  so  as  to  relate  to  the  Reporter's 
readership. 


Church  needs  to  build  bridges 


By  KEN  FINERAN 

In  the  church  or  anywhere,  when  you 
have  a  deep  concern,  how  do  you  get  it 
heard? 

One  way  is  to  organize.  Get  together 
with  others  who  share  that  concern,  and 
make  it  felt:  expose,  confront,  embar¬ 
rass,  draw  the  spotlight ! 

Caucuses  have  become  an  important 
way  for  various  minorities  in  the  church 
to  develop  a  voice.  So  we  have  ethnic  and 
women’s  caucuses,  rural  and  urban,  cau¬ 
cuses  for  evangelism  and  social  concern. 
Personally,  I  have  tried  to  keep  an  open 
ear  to  those  voices,  because  without 
them  we  would  be  less  a  whole  church. 

However,  by  the  very  nature  of 
Christ’s  church,  there  are  two  clues  that 
I  think  those  caucuses  might  do  well  to 
consider.  Not  to  do  so  is  to  lose  the 
chance  to  be  heard,  and  to  drive  the 
church  farther  from  being  the  church. 

First  clue  —  Never  lose  sight  of  the  ul¬ 
timate  goal :  Wholeness !  A  secret  of  Mar¬ 
tin  Luther  King’s  effectiveness  was  his 
commitment  as  much  to  free  the  oppres- 


My  Witness 

Our  UM  heritage  is  worth  preserving 


By  STANLEY  J.  MENKING 

United  Methodism  at  its  best  has  al¬ 
ways  seen  the  mission  of  preserving,  re¬ 
membering,  and  telling  the  story  of  its 
history  as  one  of  the  ways  it  can  witness 
to  the  gracious  work  of  God.  The  primary 
focus  in  the  story  is  not  what  we  have 
done,  but  what  God  has  wrought  through 
the  witness  of  the  people  called  United 
Methodist. 

Whether  it  was  Wesley  writing  his  jour¬ 
nals  and  story  of  the  rise  of  Methodism ; 
Ezekiel  Cooper,  second  publisher  of  the 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  urging  the 
creation  of  an  archives  and  history  cen¬ 
ter  in  1813;  the  noted  historians  of  the 
church  for  the  past  200  years  from  Jesse 
Lee  to  Frederick  Norwood;  or,  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  a  new  United  Methodist  Archives 
and  History  Center  in  Madison,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  the  mission  has  been  the  same:  to 
resource  the  church  for  telling  the  story 
of  God’s  work  so  that  “generations  yet 
unborn  may  praise  the  Lord”  (Psalm 
102:18).  While  the  work  of  history  seems 
to  be  concerned  about  the  past  and  pres¬ 
ent,  its  mission  is  for  the  future. 

In  a  time  of  pressing,  urgent,  and  signi¬ 
ficant  needs,  many  may  ask  why  should 
United  Methodists  support  the  creation 
of  a  new  facility  to  collect,  protect,  and 
share  the  stories  of  our  church’s  past  and 


present.  Let  me  suggest  some  that,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  are  important  to  us. 

It  affirms  that  we  are  part  of  the  “com¬ 
munion  of  saints.”  We  are  united  not  only 
with  those  of  our  own  time  but  with  those 
of  the  past  and  future  who  are  the  “fam¬ 
ily  of  God.” 

Those  of  the  past  are  our  friends. 
Whether  it  is  Christian  Newcomer  for  an 
Evangelical,  John  Seyfert  for  a  United 
Brethren,  Francis  Asbury  for  a  Method¬ 
ist,  Richard  Allen  for  a  black,  or  Frances 
Willard  for  a  woman,  to  mention  only  a 
few,  they  are  true  friends  in  the  faith.  No 
one  forgets  friends. 

Those  of  the  past  are  our  family.  Some 
are  well  known  and  others  little  known. 
They  stretch  across  time  and  around  the 
world.  They  gave  their  lives  to  serve 
Christ  and  the  church  in  many  ways. 
Their  lives  made  a  difference  to  us  and 
for  the  church.  No  one  forgets  family. 

We  remember  because  we  believe 
these  people  were  significant  to  God.  We 
remember  because  those  who  follow  us 
will  need  guides,  friends,  and  family  to 
give  them  gifts  we  may  not  be  able  to  al¬ 
ways  offer.  We  remember  because  those 
who  follow  will  one  day  want  to  know  if 
they  too  will  be  remembered  or  forgot¬ 
ten. 

If  the  church  were  a  secular  institution 


concerned  only  about  the  present,  I  could 
understand  why  we  would  neither  care 
for  our  past  or  our  future.  That  is  not  the 
case.  Therefore,  when  we  remember,  we 
are  making  a  statement  of  faith.  God  has 
acted  in  the  past,  let  us  recall  God’s  faith¬ 
fulness.  God  is  acting  in  the  present,  let 
us  discern  God’s  actions.  God  will  act  in 
the  future,  let  us  hope. 

To  many,  the  invitation  for  individuals, 
churches,  and  the  denomination  to  con¬ 
tribute  funds  for  the  creation  of  our  ar¬ 
chives  and  history  center  is  simply  an¬ 
other  fund  drive  to  pay  for  a  building. 
However,  to  those  with  eyes  to  see  and 
ears  to  hear  it  is  a  gift  to  support  a  minis¬ 
try  to  the  future  by  making  available  to 
each  generation  the  wisdom  of  the  past 
and  the  witness  of  God’s  abiding  faithful¬ 
ness. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week’s  contributor,  Stanley  J. 
Menking,  is  Associate  Dean  of  the  Theo¬ 
logical  School  of  Drew  University. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  the  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P. 
O.  Box  221076,  Dallas.  Texas  75222. 


sor  from  oppressing,  as  to  free  the  op¬ 
pressed.  To  lose  that  vision  nowadays  is 
to  be  greeted  with  yawns  —  and  to  speak 
to  an  empty  room. 

Second  clue:  Putting  yourself  in  the 
other  person’s  moccasins.  It  was  drilled 
into  me  25  years  ago  in  my  preaching 
classes.  “Never  preach  on  a  controver¬ 
sial  issue  until  you  can  argue  as  convinc¬ 
ingly  for  the  other’s  case  as  s/he  can!  ” 

How  well  would  we  do  to  heed  those  two 
clues ! 

The  church  today  stands  at  the  inter¬ 
section  of  two  vital  forces  between 
which,  somehow  with  God’s  help,  we’ve 
got  to  pull  off  a  connection:  The  Word  of 
God  —  and  a  hurting  world! 

In  our  church  today  are  powerful  advo¬ 
cates  for  each  of  those  concerns:  the 
“evangelicals”  and  “social  activists.”  In 
each  force  is  a  powerful  gift  of  which  I 
4fear  today’s  church  —  and  a  hurting 
world  —  are  robbed  because  those  clues 
are  being  missed. 

When  the  “evangelicals”  become  so 
whole  as  to  see  the  imperative  of  extend¬ 
ing  personal  into  social  conversion;  and 
when  the  “social  activists”  become  so 
whole  as  to  claim  fully  the  evangel  as 
roots  for  transforming  justice;  when 
those  two  forces  are  joined  for  the  claims 
of  the  Kingdom  —  the  vision  is  stagger¬ 
ing! 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
of  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  600  member 
families  of  the  First  UMC  in  Clarion, 
Pennsylvania  (Western  Pennsylvania 
Annual  Conference)  and  150  member- 
families  of  the  Milby  Memorial  UMC  in 
Houston,  Texas  (Texas  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Clarion  and 
Houston  we  say  “Welcome.”  We  hope 
you  will  find  your  new  church  paper  in¬ 
teresting  and  informative,  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as  “Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


True,  there  are  philosophical  differ¬ 
ences  in  both  camps  about  the  nature  of 
the  Gospel  as  well  as  of  the  Kingdom.  But 
we’re  missing  a  prime  opportunity  to 
help  one  another  become  whole  when  we 
“cement  our  ground”  in  opposite  camps. 
We  rob  the  other  of  our  gifts  —  and  our¬ 
selves  of  theirs ! 

Isn’t  it  time  in  the  life  of  our  church  for 
us  to  start  building  some  bridges?  Who 
knows  what  will  be  our  power  when  we 
do? 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tor,  The  Rev.  Kin  Fineran,  is  pastor  of 
the  Yuma  UMC  in  Yuma,  Colorado 
(Rocky  Mountain  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“Here  I  Stand,”  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 
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‘Megatrends’  have  implications  for  people  of  faith 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  book 
“Megatrends”  has  been  on  the  best 
seller  list  for  months.  The  author, 
John  Naisbitt,  has  captured  wide¬ 
spread  attention  through  his  identi¬ 
fication  of  10  trends  he  says  are 
shaping  the  future.  These  trends  al¬ 
so  have  implications  for  persons  of 
faith  and  for  the  church. 

The  following  interview  with  Mr. 
Naisbitt  was  conducted  jointly  by 
the  Rev.  David  Abernathy,  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  executive  of  the  "Per¬ 
spectives”  television  program,  by 
Roy  Lloyd  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
America  and  by  Denny  Shepherd  of 
The  Episcopal  Church.  It  is  shared 
here  in  edited  form.  “Perspectives” 
is  produced  by  the  Protestant  Radio 
and  Television  Center  in  Atlanta. 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 

Q :  Mr.  Naisbitt,  give  us  an  overview 
of  what  “megatrends”  are. 

A:  We  are  living  in  a  time  of 
incredible  change.  I  have  identified  10 
areas  of  absolutely  basic  change  and  the 
inter-relationships  between  them.  In 
short,  the  “megatrends”  I  see  are: 

(1)  We  are  shifting  from  an  industrial 
society  to  one  based  on  the  creation  and 
distribution  of  information. 

(2)  We  are  moving  in  the  dual  direc¬ 
tions  of  “high  tech/high  touch."  That  is, 
matching  each  new  technology  with  a 
compensatory  human  response.  An  ex¬ 
ample  I  use  in  my  book  is  the  purchase  of 
a  personal  computer  (high  tech)  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  addition  of  a  hand-made 
wall  hanging  or  antique  piece  (high 
touch). 

(3)  No  longer  do  we  have  the  luxury  of 
operating  within  an  isolated,  self-suffi¬ 
cient,  national  economic  system ;  we  now 
are  part  of  a  global  economy. 

(4)  We  are  restructuring  from  a  soci¬ 
ety  run  by  short-term  considerations  and 
rewards  in  favor  of  dealing  with  things  in 
much  longer-term  time  frames. 

(5)  In  cities  and  states,  in  small  organ¬ 
izations  and  subdivisions,  we  have  redis¬ 
covered  the  ability  to  act  innovatively 
and  to  achieve  results  —  from  the  bottom 
up. 

(6)  We  are  shifting  from  institutional 
helps  to  more  self-reliance  in  all  aspects 
of  our  lives. 

(7)  We  are  discovering  that  the  frame¬ 
work  of  representative  democracy  has 
become  obsolete  in  an  era  of  instanta¬ 
neously  shared  information. 

(8)  We  are  giving  up  our  dependence 
on  hierarchical  structures  in  favor  of  in¬ 
formal  networks,  especially  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  community. 

(9)  More  Americans  are  living  in  the 
South  and  West,  leaving  behind  the  old 
industrial  cities  of  the  North. 

(10)  From  a  narrow  “either /or”  soci¬ 
ety  with  a  limited  range  of  personal 
choices,  we  are  exploding  into  a  free¬ 
wheeling  multiple-option  society. 

Q :  Wasn’t  this  kind  of  dislocation  just 
as  traumatic  150  years  ago,  the  last  time 
we  changed  economies,  as  you  said. 

A:  It  was  very  traumatic.  Among 
other  things  we  had  a  civil  war  over  it  — 
between  those  who  had  an  economic 
stake  in  the  old  agricultural-based  eco¬ 
nomy  and  those  who  had  a  stake  in  the  in¬ 
dustrial-based  economy. 

But  another  thing  to  think  about  is  that 
the  last  time  we  changed  our  economy, 
.from  agricultural  to  industrial,  we  also 
experienced  in  this  country  an  incredible 
religious  revival.  Today,  as  we  change 
economy  again,  we  are  experiencing 
again  a  religious  revival. 

Q :  What  factors  precipitate  that  revi¬ 
val? 

A :  What  happens  during  times  of  very 
basic  change  is  that  people  need  struc¬ 
ture,  something  to  hold  on  to.  So  people 
join  churches  that  give  them  something 
to  hold  on  to.  What  is  interesting  is  that 
none  of  the  old  mainline  conventional 
religious  groups  is  benefitting,  except 
the  Southern  Baptists.  Not  the  Lutherans, 
nor  the  Methodists,  nor  the  Catholics, 
and  so  forth.  They  are  trying  to  hold 
their  own  or  have  been  sliding  during 
the  last  couple  of  decades. 

The  religious  revival  is  being  manifested 
in  the  form  of  hundreds  and  even  thou¬ 


sands  of  made-in-America,  bottom  up, 
independent,  grass  roots  churches  across 
the  country,  most  with  fewer  than  100 
members.  It  is  occurring  partly,  or  per¬ 
haps  mostly,  because  we  are  in  this 
period  of  basic  change. 

Ql  We  of  the  mainline  churches  think 
it  is  better  to  live  with  ambiguity  than 
with  structure.  It  seems  like  the  theologi¬ 
cal  questions  “Who  am  I?  Why  am  I?  and 
Whose  am  I?”  are  being  answered  for  us 
and  to  us  in  these  structured  religions.  It 
seems  like  we  could  become  a  nation  of 
religions  but  not  of  religious  faithfulness. 

A :  There  is  a  distinction  between  a 
religious  revival  and  a  renaissance  of 
spirituality.  The  religious  revival  is  for 
the  people  who  can’t  handle  ambiguity, 
who  need  structure. 

But  something  else  is  occurring,  and 
that’s  a  spiritual  renaissance  which  I  be¬ 
lieve  is  due  to  the  high  tech/high  touch 
trend. 

Technology  is  essentially  anti-human 
because  it  is  always  in  the  place  of  the 
human.  The  more  technology  we  have  to 
deal  with  —  the  more  computers  and 
satellites  —  the  more  we  look  toward  our 
humanity  for  a  counter  balance.  We  ask 
the  questions,  “Why  are  we  here?  Who 
are  we?” 

It  is  in  the  arts  and  literature,  as  well 
as  in  religion,  that  we  ask  these  basic 
questions  of  life.  We  are  going  to  do  that 
more  and  more  as  we  get  more  and  more 
involved  with  high  technology.  A 
renaissance  of  spirituality,  exploring 
again  our  humanity,  is  a  part  of  the  “high 
touch”  direction. 

Q:  What  do  these  “megatrends”  say 
about  our  values? 

A :  We  are  in  a  period  of  re-evaluat- 
ing.  Just  as  we  have  to  re-conceptualize 
our  schools  and  our  religious  institutions, 
banks,  labor  unions,  etc.  either  are  re¬ 
conceptualizing  or  they  will  be  out  of 
business. 

I  think  that  unless  churches  re-con¬ 
ceptualize  themselves,  many  of  them 
will  be  out  of  business,  too.  We  are  all  in 
the  process  of  re-conceptualizing  what 
business  we  are  in,  if  I  can  put  it  that 
way. 

During  this  period  of  reconceptualiz¬ 
ing,  of  ambiguity,  people  will  hold  on  to 
churches  that  tell  them  exactly  what  to 
do.  A  lot  of  people  during  this  time  will 
hold  on  to  the  past.  That  is  why  we  have 
so  many  waves  of  nostalgia  during  times 
of  very  basic  change.  We  will  see  more 
and  more  of  that. 

Q :  How  do  you  interpret  the 
electronic  church  in  the  midst  of  this? 

A:  It  is  interesting  to  me  that  those 
churches  have  all  the  answers  instead  of 
being  a  community  which  explores  the 
questions.  “High  tech”  fits  with  that,  but 
if  you  are  exploring  faith  questions,  you 
have  to  be  much  more  “high  touch.” 

Q:  But  the  electronic  churches  do 
have  “high  touch”  aspects  such  as  24- 
hour  telephone  lines. 

A:  Yes,  and  many  also  are  doing 
healing.  They  are  working  out  a  kind  of 
balance  between  “high  tech”  and  “high 
touch”  that  is  very  interesting. 

Q :  Many  church  growth  people  have 
said  that  there  has  to  be  a  kind  of  uniform 
model  for  churches,  something  like  fast 
food  chains.  But  you  seem  to  be  saying  in 
“Megatrends.”  that  uniformity  is  out 
and  diversity  is  in. 

A:  Absolutely.  We  are  becoming  a 
Baskin-Robbins  society  where  every¬ 
thing  comes  in  at  least  31  flavors.  Our 
choices  are  expanding,  and  I  see  that  to 
be  a  very  positive  thing.  That  is  true  of  a 
maturing  society.  Look  at  work.  It  used 
to  be  9  to  5.  Now  you  have  flex  time  and 
job  sharing.  We  used  to  stop  working  at 
65  years.  Now  it  is  70.  Soon  you  will  be 
able  to  work  however  long  you  want  or  to 
stop  working  at  50. 

Multiple  options,  I  think,  would  be  true 
in  the  religious  sphere  as  well. 


A :  I  think  we  are  living  in  a  time  of  a 
parenthesis.  We  are  living  astraddle  two 
eras.  We  haven’t  quite  left  the  old  indus¬ 
trial  era  that  served  us  so  magnificently 
for  so  long.  We  are  not  yet  clearly  up  to 
speed  in  the  new  informational  elec¬ 
tronics  era.  By  1990  the  economy  will  no 
longer  rest  on  the  auto  but  on  the 
computer.  It  is  a  time  of  great  uncertain¬ 
ty  and  fantastic  opportunity. 

During  stable  eras,  everything  has  a 
name  and  everything  knows  its  place, 
and  you  and  I  can  leverage  very,  very 
little. 

But  in  the  time  of  the  parenthesis,  we 
have  extraordinary  leverage,  personal¬ 
ly,  professionally,  institutionally,  if  we 
can  just  get  a  clear  vision  of  the  road 
ahead.  What  a  fantastic  time  to  be  alive! 
We  can  do  so  much. 

Q :  What  kinds  of  things  can  people  of 
faith,  church  groups,  synagogues, 
leverage  in  this  "time  of  the  paren¬ 
thesis”? 

A:  The  very  largest  question  is  the 
threat  of  nuclear  war.  I  think  there  is  a 
great  possibility  that  we  can  avoid 
nuclear  holocaust  by  having  a  truly 
global  economy. 

I  would  amend  Marshall  McLuhan’s 
concept  of  a  “global  village”  to  a  “global 
economic  village.”  It  is  not  a  global  polit¬ 
ical  village  or  a  global  cultural  village, 
but  it  is  clearly  a  global  economic  vil¬ 
lage.  I  think  that’s  the  great  hope  —  per¬ 
haps  our  only  hope  —  that  we  will  get  so 
economically  interlaced  that  we  don’t 
bomb  ourselves. 

We  are  already  so  far  along  that  the 
global  economy  could  accommodate 
such  an  outrage  as  the  shooting  down  of 
the  Korean  airliner  by  the  Soviet  Union. 
We  did  not  disturb  nor  did  any  other 
country  disturb  the  economic  arrange¬ 
ments  that  we  had  with  the  Soviet  Union. 
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today — just  $6.95,  soft  cover. 


I  think  “world  peace  through  world 
trade”  is  an  idea  whose  time  has  come. 

People  of  faith,  churches,  religious 
groups  should  do  everything  possible  to 
see  that  trend  toward  inter-connected¬ 
ness  continues  and  that  nothing  inhibits 
it  —  such  as  the  trade  barriers. 

They  also  ought  to  asssert  leadership 
in  the  re-asking  of  the  questions,  to  spon¬ 
sor  people  getting  together  and  talking 
and  re-thinking  the  questions  that  will  en¬ 
able  us  to  work  out  a  new  high  tech/high 
touch  society  which  will  hopefully  be  at  a 
higher  level. 

Q:  Is  the  move  toward  a  global 
economy  part  of  the  reason  there  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  more  interest  in  discussion 
between  leaders  of  the  world  religions 
and  why  churches  are  more  willing  to 
talk  to  each  other  across  what  used  to  be 
insurmountable  barriers? 

A :  Two  things  are  occurring  at  once. 
The  more  we  become  economically  inter¬ 
dependent  the  more  we  will  think  global¬ 
ly.  But  the  other  thing  that  is  occurring  is 
a  drive  to  assert  our  distinctiveness. 
There’s  already  a  kind  of  renaissance  in 
religions,  cultures  and  languages.  I  think 
these  things  will  be  a  “both/and.”  As  we 
see  the  world  more  globally,  we  will 
recognize  that  religions  all  around,  every 
place,  will  also  be  savoring  and  thinking 
about  their  distinctiveness  as  well. 

Q:  A  phrase  popular  in  many 
churches  is  “think  globally,  act  locally.” 
Is  that  in  line  with  the  trends  you  see? 

A:  It  certainly  is.  That’s  what  is 
happening;  we  are  decentralizing 
companies  all  over  the  world  —  from  At¬ 
lanta,  from  Denver,  from  New  York  — 
wherever.  At  the  same  time  that  we  are 
localizing  and  decentralizing  from  our 
local  bases,  we  are  all  globalizing. 


John  Naisbitt  (left)  author  of  "Megatrends”  and  Dr.  David  Abernathy, 
United  Methodist  producer  of  “Perspectives”  discuss  Mr.  Naisbitfs  book. 


Q :  It  seems  that  the  church  should  be 
helpful  in  what  you  describe  as  the  trend 
to  long-range  thinking.  People  of  faith 
can  raise  questions  like  “What  are  the 
long-term  responsibilities  or  effects  of 
certain  actions?”  and  can  offer  alterna¬ 
tives  for  doing  things.  But  in  many  ways 
we  haven’t  thought  too  far  down  the  road. 

A :  We  haven’t,  but  the  wholeenviron- 
mental  movement  really  raised  our  con¬ 


sciousness  by  asking  “What  a  bout  our 
children?” 

I  should  think  that  if  anyone  would 
think  long-term,  it  should  be  our 
churches.  Faith  is  a  long-term  thing. 

This  can  be  a  hopeful  time  if  we  do 
something  about  it.  It  is  during  these 
times  of  great  change  that  we  can  act  on 
our  values,  act  on  our  faith  and  really  do 
something. 

Ms.  Mielke  is  the  former  managing 
editor  of  the  Reporter. 


Pensions,  loan  agencies  collide 

Philosophy  termed  major  issue  over  investment  of  funds 


HOUSTON  (UMNS)  —  Whether  pen¬ 
sion  funds  of  United  Methodist  clergy 
should  be  invested  in  a  church  develop¬ 
ment  program  within  the  denomination 
sparked  sharp  differences  of  opinion 
March  23  here. 

On  the  one  hand,  officials  of  the  United 
Methodist  Development  Fund  (UMDF) 
and  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  con¬ 
tended  that  by  putting  some  of  its  invest¬ 
ments  into  the  fund,  the  church’s  Board 
of  Pensions  would  become  a  partner  in 
the  development  of  new  congregations. 
The  UMDF  is  related  to  BGM  through 
’  the  national  program  division. 

The  UMDF  loans  money  at  rates  below 
the  current  prevailing  market  for  con¬ 
struction  of  facilities  by  new  congrega¬ 
tions,  and  improvements  of  existing  fa¬ 
cilities. 

On  the  other  hand,  pensions  executives 
and  board  members  held  that  their  pri¬ 
mary  responsibility  is  to  earn  the  highest 


return  possible  on  the  investments  it 
manages,  and  it  should  not  be  required, 
nor  expected,  to  make  investments  that 
would  earn  less.  At  one  time  the  pensions 
board  had  $2  million  in  the  development 
fund  but  withdrew  the  final  $500,000  in  1982. 

During  the  past  five  years  the  pensions 
investments,  mainly  in  stocks  and  bonds 
with  a  current  market  value  of  approxi¬ 
mately  $1.45  billion,  have  earned  14.3 
percent  on  an  annualized  basis.  The 
UMDF  is  paying  nine  percent  on  its  $35 
million  in  assets. 

Petitions  relating  to  one  side  or  the 
other  of  the  issue  are  being  submitted  to 
the  1984  General  Conference  by  UMDF, 
the  BGM,  at  least  four  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  other  groups  and  individuals. 

Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Hicks  of  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  UMDF  president,  said  here 
that  “participation,  not  legislation”  is 
the  issue.  “We  need,”  he  told  the  Board 
of  Pensions,  “to  find  a  way  whereby  all 


units  of  the  church  can  participate  in  the 
common  goal”  of  developing  new  congre¬ 
gations. 

Bishop  Jesse  R.  DeWitt  of  Chicago, 
president  of  BGM,  said  that  development 
of  new  congregations  is  “essential  to  the 
future  of  the  denomination”  and  “if  we 
do  not  have  churches  and  pastors  we 
won’t  need  a  pensions  program.” 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  BGM  gen¬ 
eral  secretary,  said  his  agency  is  “com¬ 
mitted  to  1,000  new  congregations  in  the 
1985-88  quadrennium  and  “we  are  seek¬ 
ing  participation  by  all  levels  of  the 
church.” 

On  the  other  hand,  Gerald  Homung, 
general  secretary  of  the  pensions  agen¬ 
cy,  said  it  is  imprudent  for  the  board 
to  invest  funds  at  a  rate  lower  than  the 
highest  possible  market  return  that  a 
careful  investor  might  find. 

Mr.  Homung  also  said  that  the  denomi¬ 
nation  has  unfunded  liability  for  clergy 


pensions  totaling  more  than  $643  million 
and  the  “challenge”  of  this  “enormous 
unfunded  liability  must  continue  to  be  ad¬ 
dressed.” 

Anita  Billingsley,  a  Board  of  Pensions 
member  from  Monterey,  Va.,  said  “our 
mission  and  mandate  is  to  get  the  highest 
possible  return  for  retired  preachers, 
and  any  compromise  is  illegal. " 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  of  Houston, 
president  of  the  pensions  agency,  said 
the  issue  represents  “a  fundamental  dif¬ 
ference  in  philosophy  of  pensions.” 

In  another  action,  the  board  approved 
an  additional  interest  credit  on  most  of 
the  funds  deposited  with  it  of  2.5  percent 
for  1984  beyond  the  established  rate  of  6.5 
percent. 

This  would  bring  the  return  for  1984, 
when  compounded,  to  9.16  percent,  with 
the  possibility  of  additional  credits  being 
added  later  in  the  year.  The  total 
credited  in  1983  was  14.25  percent. 


President’s  piety  hidden  in  private 


Ql  You  end  your  book  by  saying,  "It 
is  a  fantastic  time  to  be  alive.”  Could  you 
say  something  about  your  own  hope  out¬ 
look  in  the  middle  of  what  you  find  to  be 
rapid  change? 


)  Abingdon  Press 


By  JIM  CASTELLI 
Religious  News  Service 
President  Reagan  is  a  source  of 
religious  paradox.  His  increasingly 
public  rhetoric  sometimes  seems  at  odds 
with  his  private  life,  and  while  the 
fundamentalist/evangelical  segment  of 
the  religious  community  has  proclaimed 
him  a  hero,  mainline  religious  leaders 
have  consistently  condemned  most  of  his 
domestic  and  foreign  policies  on  moral 
grounds. 

Lou  Cannon,  a  Washington  Post 
reporter  who  has  covered  Mr.  Reagan 
since  he  was  governor  of  California, 
recently  noted  that  Mr.  Reagan 
mentioned  God  10  times  in  his  most 
recent  State  of  the  Union  address  and  24 
times  in  a  speech  to  the  National 
Religious  Broadcasters  the  day  after  he 
announced  his  plans  to  run  for  re- 
election. 

In  the  NRB  speech,  Mr.  Cannon  wrote, 
“The  president,  who  rarely  attends 
church  or  sees  his  grandchildren, 
extolled  Bible  study  and  family  life.” 

In  his  public  statements  as  president, 
Mr.  Reagan  has  shown  a  preference  for 
evangelical,  even  fundamentalist, 
religious  movements.  While  some  past 
presidents  were  close  to  evangelist  Billy 
Graham,  Mr.  Reagan  has  seemed  closest 
to  the  Moral  Majority’s  Jerry  Falwell. 

He  has  spoken  twice  to  the  NRB  and 
plans  a  second  speech  this  spring  to  the 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals 
His  first  NAE  speech  —  now  known  as 
the  “evil  empire”  speech  —  caused  an 
international  sensation  because  of  its 
charge  that  the  Soviet  Union  was  “the 
focus  of  evil  in  the  modern  world.” 

Critics  find  religiosity  shallow 

Critics  like  Richard  V.  Pierard, 
writing  recently  in  The  Christian 
Century,  find  Mr.  Reagan’s  religiosity 
shallow  and  say  that  his  public  religious 
image  was  the  product  of  “a  systematic 
effort  on  the  part  of  evangelical 
conversatives  to  portray  Reagan  as  a 
man  of  faith  (that)  began  during  his 
governorship. 

“At  his  inaugural  on  Jan.  3,  1967, 
Reagan  quoted  Benjamin  Franklin  as 
saying  that  any  man  who  dared  to  bring 
the  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ  into  public 
office  would  revolutionize  the  world,  and 
declared  that  he  would  “try  very  hard” 


to  bring  the  precepts  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace  to  bear  in  today’s  world.” 

Seventeen  years  later,  on  Jan.  30,  this 
year,  Mr.  Reagan  told  the  NRB,  “I  feel 
like  I’m  coming  home.”  He  praised  “a 
mighty  spiritual  revival"  in  the  nation 
and  quoted  a  book  written  by  Pat 
Robertson,  head  of  the  Christian 
Broadcasting  Network. 

“We  must  be  cautious  in  claiming  that 
God  is  on  our  side,"  he  said  in  a  now- 
standard  line.  “I  think  the  real  question 
we  must  answer  is  —  are  we  on  his 
side?” 

Favorite  themes  named 

The  NRB  speech  offered  a  reprise  of 
Mr.  Reagan’s  favorite  themes  in  seeking 
Christian  Right  support : 

—  Support  for  a  constitutional 
amendment  to  overturn  the  1973 
Supreme  Court  decisions  legalizing  most 
abortions. 

—  Support  for  a  constitutional 
amendment  to  return  organized  prayer 
to  the  public  schools. 

—  Support  for  tax  credits  for  tuition 
paid  to  private  schools. 

—  A  reminder  that  he  had  signed  a 
congressional  proclamation  declaring 
1983  “The  Year  of  the  Bible.” 

During  Mr.  Reagan’s  first  three  years 
in  office,  religious  New  Right  leaders 
frequently  charged  that  he  was  not  doing 
enough  to  pressure  Congress  on  abortion, 
school  prayer  and  tax  credits.  But  he  has 
been  far  more  in  tune  with  them  than 
with  mainline  Protestant,  Catholic  and 
Jewish  leaders. 

In  1981,  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  said  the  administration 
threatens  “the  vision  of  America  as  the 
model  and  embodiment  of  a  just  and 
humane  society.” 

Mainline  churches  have  also  been 
leading  critics  of  Reagan  administration 
military  spending  and  policies, 
particularly  on  the  nuclear  arms  race 
and  in  Central  America.  The 


administration  tried  unsuccessfully  to 
soften  the  critical  tone  of  the  U.S. 
Catholic  bishops’  May,  1983  pastoral 
letter,  “The  Challenge  of  Peace,”  and  in 
his  1983  NAE  speech,  Mr.  Reagan  tried  to 
oppose  the  nuclear  freeze  movement, 
which  has  wide  church  support,  on 
religious  grounds. 

The  73-year-old  president  did  not  come 
from  a  strong  religious  background.  His 
father  was  an  indifferent  Catholic,  his 
mother  was  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  and,  Mr. 
Cannon  says,  Mr.  Reagan  “learned  the 
tolerance  that  mixed  marriage  often 
breeds." 

While  Mr.  Reagan  was  baptized  in  his 
mother’s  church,  claimed  membership 
in  it  for  years,  and  attended  one  of  its 
colleges  —  Eureka,  in  Kansas  —  he  was 
never  a  regular  church-goer  and  never 
took  part  in  congregational  life.  Mr. 
Reagan  occasionally  attended  Bel  Air 
Presbyterian  Church  while  he  was  in 
California. 

Unlike  his  predecessor  in  the  White 
House,  the  Southern  Baptist  Jimmy 
Carter,  who  attended  church  regularly 
and  taught  Sunday  school  while 
president,  Mr.  Reagan  has  attended 
church  only  slightly  more  than  a  dozen 
times,  about  half  of  the  time  at  National 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  capital,  since 
becoming  president.  White  House  aides 
have  said  that  the  president  avoids 
church  for  security  reasons. 

Caused  a  stir 

Mr.  Reagan  caused  a  stir  within  the 
religious  community  after  becoming 
president  when  his  1979  income  tax  forms 
revealed  that,  despite  his  claim  that  he 
tithes,  he  had  given  less  than  one  percent 
of  his  adjusted  gross  income  to  charity. 
Mr.  Reagan  said  he  had  not  claimed  a 
deduction  for  money  he  gave  to  needy 
individuals. 

During  his  1980  presidential  campaign, 
Mr.  Reagan  identified  himself  as  being 
“Born  Again"  —  with  a  twist.  “In  my 
own  situation,”  he  said,  “it  was  not  in  the 
religion,  or  the  church  that  I  was  raised 
in,  the  Christian  Church.  But  there  you 
were  baptized  when  you,  yourself, 
decided  that  you  were,  as  the  Bible  says, 
as  the  Bible  puts  it,  that  that  is  being 
born  again.  Within  the  context  of  the 
Bible,  yes,  by  being  baptized. 

“My  experience  in  this  office  I  hold," 


Mr.  Reagan  told  the  NRB,  “has  only 
deepened  a  belief  I’ve  held  for  many 
years:  within  the  covers  of  that  single 
book  (the  Bible)  are  all  the  answers  to  all 
the  problems  that  face  us  today  —  if  only 
we’d  read  and  believe.” 


Nuke  site 


communion 
keys  arrest 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
VALLEY  FORGE,  Pa.  —  A  United 
Methodist  minister  was  arrested  here 
March  28  as  he  attempted  to  serve 
communion  to  executives  outside  the 
headquarters  of  General  Electric’s  King 
of  Prussia  Space  Center. 

The  Rev.  Vernon  Schmid,  director  of 
the  Wesley  Foundation  at  the  University 
of  Delaware,  and  Annette  Saltot,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  lay  speaker  assisting  him, 
were  held  for  two  hours  on  charges  of 
defiant  trespassing  before  being  given  a 
summary  citation  and  released  by  local 
police. 

The  pair  were  arrested  quickly  and  no 
sacraments  were  received  by  employ¬ 
ees,  said  Mr.  Schmid,  a  persistent  oppo¬ 
nent  of  nuclear  armaments. 

‘‘Nobody  would  accept  the 
communion.  They  all  kept  their  eyes 
down  and  walked  passed  us,”  he  said. 

Most  passersby  were  members  of  GE’s 
management  at  the  32-acre  plant  outside 
Valley  Forge. 

The  attempted  communion  service 
was  the  14th  anti-nuclear  protest  action 
taken  at  the  site  during  the  past  three 
years  and  the  third  involving  Mr. 
Schmid. 

Mr.  Schmid,  in  a  telephone  interview 
from  his  home  in  Newark,  Del.,  an  hour’s 
drive  from  the  plant,  told  the  Reporter  he 
decided  to  perform  the  communion 
service  rather  than  stage  a  formal  pro¬ 
test  because  the  sacrament  “is  a  sign 
of  repentance  and  reconciliation. 

“We  want  (the  employees)  to  know 
that  we  are  one  with  them  in  this  and  we 
are  guilty  with  them  for  all  this 
madness.” 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 
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Tougher  stances  asked  on  alcohol  mis-use,  abortion 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

General  Conference  delegates  will  be 
asked  to  strengthen  United 
Methodism’s  stances  against  alcohol 
abuse  and  abortion,  when  they  gather 
in  Baltimore  in  May. 

Advocates  of  these  changes  say  the 
issues  affect  the  lives  of  millions  of 
Americans.  They  contend  that: 

•  Health  problems,  accidents,  crime, 
etc.,  related  to  alcohol  mis-use 
constitute  the  third  highest  cause  of 
death  in  this  country.  In  addition, 
alcohol  mis-use  is  a  common  ingredient 
in  family  problems  and  domestic 
violence. 

•  An  estimated  1.5  million  American 
women  each  year  have  abortions. 

Alcohol  commission  proposed 

Many  petitions  are  asking  the 
General  Conference  to  establish  a  new 
general  church  commission  to  deal  with 
alcohol  and  drug  problems. 

At  least  four  annual  conferences  in 
different  parts  of  the  country  adopted 


such  a  request  last  year,  says  Howard 
Lydick.  He  and  another  Dallas  layman. 
Leo  Baker,  wrote  the  proposal  and  have 
been  promoting  it  around  the  nation. 

For  decades,  Methodists  were  the 
leading  force  against  alcohol  abuse  and 
in  favor  of  total  abstinence,  Mr.  Lydick 
says.  But  their  “voice  of  reason"  has 
been  virtually  silenced  by  “bureau¬ 
cratic  maneuverings.” 

“In  1960,  the  old  Board  of 
Temperance  was  merged  with  two 
other  boards  to  form  what  now  is  called 


the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society."  Mr.  Lydick  says  the  Board  of 
Temperance  not  only  was  the  strongest 
of  the  three  boards,  but  the  Methodist 
Building  in  Washington  was  built  with 
contributions  from  Methodists  who 
wanted  a  “temperance  witness  across 
the  street  from  Capitol  Hill.” 

“The  premise  of  that  shotgun 
marriage  was  that  the  three  boards 
could  accomplish  more  together,"  Mr. 
Lydick  says.  But  work  on  alcohol- 
related  legislation  and  education  has 
been  relegated  to  a  small  item  in  one  of 
five  departments  of  Church  and 
Society,  he  says. 

"Twenty  years  of  failure  are  enough. 
Let’s  give  this  job  to  a  commission  of 
people  who  are  interested  in  the 
problem,"  he  says. 

Mr.  Baker,  a  member  of  Church  and 
Society’s  board  of  directors,  says  he 
has  seen  almost  no  interest  on  the  part 
of  the  board  for  the  agency  really  to 
tackle  the  enormous  alcohol  problems 
in  this  country. 

"I  hope  if  this  doesn’t  pass.  General 


Conference  at  least  will  have  Church 
and  Society  put  somebody  on  this  full¬ 
time,"  Mr.  Baker  says. 

Conferences  wanted  more 

At  least  10  annual  conferences  last 
year  asked  for  more  denominational 
involvement  with  drug  and  alcohol- 
related  problems. 

Beverly  Jackson,  staff  head  of 
Church  and  Society’s  Human  Welfare 
Department  in  which  alcohol  concerns 
are  lodged,  says  the  board  has  not 
stated  any  opinion  about  the  proposal  for 
a  separate  commission. 

She  says  she  agrees  there  is  a  need 
for  the  church  to  exert  more  leadership 
in  this  area. 

She  adds,  however,  that  she  feels 
annual  conferences  are  not  providing 
the  program  support  necessary  to  take 
advantage  of  the  work  Church  and 
Society  is  doing. 

She  notes  that  Church  and  Society 
during  the  last  four  years  has  adopted 
and  promoted  curriculum  on  alcohol 
and  drug  use  for  older  elementary 


students  and  teens.  It  also  has  been  the 
major  religious  force  in  an  effort  to 
persuade  the  Federal  Trade  Commis¬ 
sion  either  to  remove  all  alcohol  adver¬ 
tising  from  radio  and  TV  or  to  place 
public  service  messages  that  tell  of  the 
dangers  of  alcohol  use. 

Although  mail  has  shown  signs  of 
considerable  support  from  local 
churches,  there  has  not  been  the  kind  of 
annual  conference  interest  shown  that 
is  essential  if  a  large  segment  of  local 
churches  is  to  become  involved  in 
education  and  public  advocacy,  Ms. 
Jackson  says. 

Abortion  restrictions  sought 

United  Methodism’s  Social  Principles 
affirm  “our  belief  in  the  sanctity  of 
unborn  human  life"  while  supporting 
“the  legal  option  of  abortion.”  United 
Methodists  considering  an  abortion  are 
advised  not  to  proceed  without  “thought¬ 
ful  and  prayerful  consideration  by 
the  parties  involved,  with  medical,  pas¬ 
toral  and  other  appropriate  counsel." 

Among  the  anti-abortion  efforts 


within  United  Methodism,  there  is 
relatively  little  push  for  the 
denomination  to  back  a  legal 
prohibition  against  abortion.  But  there 
is  significant  activity  to  change  the 
Social  Principles  to  advise  United 
Methodists  against  having  abortions 
except  in  rare  occasions. 

At  least  a  half-dozen  annual 
conferences  are  asking  General 
Conference  to  do  that. 

Some  want  the  official  position  to 
condemn  abortion  when  done  for 
personal  convenience;  others  ask 
opposition  to  abortion  as  a  form  of  birth 
control. 

The  unofficial  Good  News  caucus 
threw  its  weight  behind  both  those 
efforts  last  month  by  devoting  most  of 
its  March/April  Good  News  magazine 
to  the  cover  story,  “Rethinking 
Abortion.” 

However,  several  annual  conferences 
last  year  requested  General  Conference 
to  leave  the  Social  Principles  wording 
on  abortion  as  it  is. 


Who’s  discovered  the  new  high 
interest-sensitive  dividends  from 
Presbyterian  Ministers’  Fund? 

There's  no  mystery.  They  all  have  Every  one  of  them! 

These  men  and  women  of  the  household  of  faith 
always  knew  they  could  count  on  us  for  the  best  value 
in  life  insurance.  But  now,  we've  given  them 
something  extra. 

Presbyterian  Ministers'  Fund  is  celebrating  225  years 
of  financial  ministry  by  introducing  an  exciting  new 
concept  It's  called  Harvester  225  And  its  important 
news  about  life  insurance 
for  both  current  and  fu¬ 
ture  policyowners 

Harvester  225  uses  in¬ 
terest-sensitive  dividends 
to  boost  cash  accumula¬ 
tions  So  now.  based  on 
our  current  dividend 
scale,  you  can  have  50% 
to  90%  more  in  cash  accu¬ 
mulations  than  ever  before 

Best  of  all,  Harvester  225  has  the  same  affordable 
rates  folks  expect  from  Presbyterian  Ministers’  Fund 
Are  you  eligible  for  Harvester  225? 

We  protect  religious  leaders  and  clergy  of  all  de¬ 
nominations  their  spouses,  children  and  grand¬ 
children  church  employees  theology  students 


and  others.  In  fact,  if  you're  reading  this  message, 
there's  a  good  chance  you  qualify 
Even  though  we're  America's  oldest  insurance  com¬ 
pany.  our  ideas  are  as  up-to-date  as  today's  most  re¬ 
warding  financial  opportunities. 

So  find  out  how  much  higher  your  cash  accumula¬ 
tions  can  be  with  Han/ester  225. 

Mail  the  coupon  or  call  us  today.  You’ll  be  glad 
you  did! 

For  fastest  service,  call  toll-free  (800)  523-4810. 
(In  Pennsylvania,  call  (800)  462-4950.) 


Based  on  our  current  dividend 
scale  lor  a  man  age  35  Dividends 
are  not  guaranteed  tor  the  luture 
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Minister  recreates 
Bishop  Asbury’s  ride 


By  ALICE  M.  SMITH 

APPLING,  Ga.  (UMNS)  -  When  the 
Rev.  Frank  Driskell  begins  a  256-mile 
trip  on  horseback  through  Georgia  in 
early  April,  he  will  be  recreating  —  in 
part  —  the  journeys  once  made  by  the 
most  notable  of  all  American  Methodist 
leaders,  Bishop  Francis  Asbury . 

Mr.  Driskell,  a  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  in  Appling,  Ga.,  will  travel  basically 
the  same  route  along  the  eastern  edge  of 
the  state,  from  Bloomingdale  north  to 
Carnesville,  which  Asbury  took  in  the 
late  1700s  and  early  1800s. 

Mr.  Driskell,  however,  will  not  be  able 
to  re-create  the  miserable  traveling  con¬ 
ditions  when  the  rutted  dirt  roads  were  at 
best  wide  enough  for  a  wagon  to  pass  and 
at  worst  little  more  than  footpaths. 

Mr.  Driskell’s  ride  is  a  tribute  appro¬ 
priately  made  during  Methodism's  Bi¬ 
centennial,  to  the  dedication  of  Asbury 
and  the  other  itinerant  preachers  who 
rode  on  horseback  during  America’s  for¬ 
mative  years  to  the  remotest  settlements 
as  spokesmen  for  God.  Historians  credit 
the  circuit  riders  with  bringing  morality 
to  the  chaotic  condition  of  the  frontier. 

Mr.  Driskell,  dressed  in  circuit  rider 
garments,  will  be  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  Barbara,  and  a  member  of  one  of 
his  churches.  They  have  invited  other  in¬ 
terested  persons  to  ride  with  them. 


The  trip  will  be  a  family  affair. 
Following  close  by  in  a  camper  will  be 
Mrs.  Driskell’s  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
E.  Newman  of  Douglasville,  and  the  Dris- 
kells’  two  younger  children,  Sarah,  3,  and 
Josh,  2.  Their  older  two  daughters,  Eva, 
13,  and  Jodi,  10,  will  be  in  school  for 
the  first  week  of  the  trip  but  will  join 
them  for  the  second  half  of  the  journey 
during  a  school  vacation. 

The  congregations  Mr.  Driskell  serves 
—  White  Oak  and  Shiloh  in  Columbia 
County,  a  territory  rich  in  Methodist  his¬ 
tory  —  are  both  very  old  churches  and 
are  characteristic  of  small,  wooden, 
rectangular  structures  which  were  built 
during  the  early  days  of  American  Meth¬ 
odist  history  and  still  dot  the  rural  coun¬ 
tryside.  "Methodism  had  its  beginnings 
in  small  family  units,  in  a  couple  of 
families  getting  together,"  said  Mr 
Driskell. 

Bishop  Asbury  himself  preached  three 
times  in  the  White  Oak  Church  —  in  the 
same  building  that  is  standing  today.  Of 
his  first  visit  to  White  Oak  in  1803,  Bishop 
Asbury  wrote  in  his  “Journal,”  “We  rode 
30  miles  to  White  Oak  Meeting  House,  a 
painful  journey.  The  weather  was  cold, 
and  the  house  open.  The  people,  however, 
were  attentive  .  .  .  And  ah!  How  few 
Christian  houses!" 

Ms.  Smith  is  news  director  for  the 
Georgia  Communications  Council. 


UM  judge 
recalls  Hart 
name  change 

OTTAWA,  Kan.  (UMNS)  -  Recent 
widespread  media  coverage  of  the  name 
change  23  years  ago  by  Democratic  pre¬ 
sidential  hopeful  Gary  Hart  held  no  news 
for  a  prominent  United  Methodist  here. 

Judge  Floyd  H.  Coffman  was  on  the 
bench  of  the  district  court  of  Franklin 
County  on  August  9,  1961,  when  Carl  and 
Nina  Hartpence  appeared  with  their  son, 
Gary,  seeking  the  name  change  that  has 
been  widely  discussed  recently. 

Judge  Coffman  remembers  that  the 
testimony  was  that  young  Gary 
Hartpence  found  the  name  cumbersome 
and  troublesome  for  the  people  with 
whom  he  dealt.  He  also  thought  “Hart” 
would  be  better  suited  to  a  business  ca¬ 
reer.  The  case  was  continued  until  Sep¬ 
tember  when  the  change  was  granted.  By 
that  time  Hart  and  his  wife,  Lee,  were  at 
Yale  University. 

Judge  Coffman  said  he  did  not  know 
the  Hartpence  family  personally  until 
they  appeared  before  him.  His  court  clerk 
at  the  time,  however,  was  active  in  the 
Nazarene  Church  the  family  attended. 

Would  Judge  Coffman,  who  retired  last 
June  after  31  years  on  the  bench,  vote  for 
him?  “I’ve  never  voted  for  a  Democrat 
for  president,"  he  mused.  “But  if  he’s  on 
the  ballot,  I  don’t  see  any  reason  right 
now  why  he  wouldn’t  get  my  vote.” 


BOSTON  (UMS)  —  United  Methodist  women  donned 
homemade  calico  dresses  and  bonnets  for  a  parade 
through  downtown  Boston  to  Tremont  Street  Church 
March  24.  There  they  saw  a  five-panel  stained  glass 
window  commemorating  eight  women  who  started  the 
first  Methodist  women’s  foreign  missionary  society.  By 


wearing  calico  instead  of  “more  costly  raiment,”  the 
pioneers  contributed  “two  cents  a  week  and  prayers”  to 
send  two  women  missionaries  to  India.  The  parade  was 
a  highlight  of  the  quadrennial  meeting  of  Northeastern 
Jurisdiction  United  Methodist  Women. 

UNITED  .METHODIST COMMUNICATIONS  PHOTO  BY  ANN  WHITING 


Methodist  women  honor  foremothers  in  ealieo  and  bonnets 


Caucus  wants  more  black  bishops 


CLEVELAND  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodism’s  black  caucus  is  pushing  for 
election  of  a  black  bishop  in  the  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction,  and  for  replace¬ 
ment  of  retiring  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols  in 
the  Northeastern  Jurisdiction  with 
another  black  bishop. 

In  several  separate  actions,  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  (BMCR) 
adopted  resolutions  urging  strengthening 
black  episcopal  leadership  across  the 
church,  particularly  in  the  southeast 
where  100,000  black  United  Methodists 
reside.  No  black  has  been  elected  to  the 
episcopacy  in  that  region  since  the  disso¬ 
lution  of  the  racially-segregated  Central 
Jurisdiction  in  1968. 

The  body  agreed  to  call  a  special  na¬ 
tional  meeting  after  July  if  Southeastern 
Jurisdictional  Conference  fails  to  elect  a 
black  bishop. 

In  other  actions  related  to  the  episco¬ 
pacy,  BMCR 

•  Urged  that  black  churches  in  the 
Western  Jurisdiction  be  strengthened 
and  their  number  increased  in  the  event 


that  a  new  episcopal  area  is  established 
by  the  jurisdictional  conference; 

•  Endorsed  persons  nominated  by  jur¬ 
isdictional  black  caucuses,  including 
Woodie  W.  White  (North  Central),  Zan 
W.  Holmes  Jr.  (South  Central),  Joseph 
Bethea  and  John  Corry  (Southeastern) 
and  James  Lawson  ( Western ) . 

The  caucus  reviewed  proposed  legisla¬ 
tion  and  resolutions  which  it  earlier  for¬ 
warded  to  the  1984  General  Conference. 
Resolutions  call  for 

•  Continuation  of  the  denomination’s 
Africa  Special  Program  established  for 
1981-84; 

•  A  $1  million-a-year  goal  for  Human 
Relations  Day  during  the  1985-88  qua- 
drennium  with  65  percent  to  be  used  ex¬ 
clusively  for  the  church’s  Community 
Developer’s  Program; 

•  Development  of  a  center  for  drug 
and  alcohol  abuse  research  by  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  and  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 


the  church  today 


Videotape  provides  ‘walk 
through  history’ 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMNS)  — 
A  29-minute  videotape  “walk  through 
history"  has  been  produced  by  the  World 
Methodist  Council  in  connection  with  the 
Bicentennial  of  American  Methodism. 

Entitled  “To  Live  With  God,”  the  pro¬ 
duction  was  filmed  mainly  in  the  World 
Methodist  Museum  here.  Some  other  seg¬ 
ments  woven  into  the  program  include 
scenes  from  the  reopening  in  1978  of  Wes¬ 
ley’s  Chapel  in  London. 

Black  College  Fund 
reports  slight  growth 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Contributions 
to  the  Black  College  Fund  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  increased  slightly  in 
1983  over  the  previous  year,  but  only  80.6 


CLASSIFIED 


EXCELLENT  OPPORTUNITY  WORTH  LOOKING 
INTO.  Full  Time  Music  Director,  1800  member 
church  -  salary  negotiable  Send  resume  lo  or 
contact:  Dr  Merlin  Merrill.  Senior  Minister.  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church.  P.0  Box  1383.  Huston. 
I.'iumana  7127<i  telephone  <3|8>  251-4/750 


BOSTON  UNIVERSITY  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY 
announces  a  full-time  faculty  position  in  Missions. 
Candidates  should  have  a  substantive  knowledge 
of  the  current  international  mission  of  the  church, 
and  a  commitment  to  effective  teaching,  to  the 
preparation  of  candidates  for  the  ministry,  and  to 
sound  scholarship  Applications  to:  Associate  Dean. 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology.  745  Com¬ 
monwealth  Avenue,  Boston,  MA  02215 


percent  of  the  apportionment  was  raised. 

The  1983  apportionment  was  $7,010,640, 
of  which  only  $5,656,189  came  in. 

“This  last  year  of  the  quadrennium  we 
are  called  to  work  more  vigorously 
toward  this  apportioned  fund,"  Lina 
McCord  told  the  Council  of  Presidents  of 
the  Black  College  which  met  here  March 
7.  Ms.  McCord  of  Nashville  is  the  fund  di¬ 
rector. 

Only  10  of  73  annual  conferences  raised 
100  percent  or  more  of  their  apportion¬ 
ment. 

Staff  changes  made  on 
Interpreter  Magazine 

DAYTON  (UMNS)  —  A  new  managing 
editor  for  The  Interpreter  and  two  other 
staff  changes  have  been  announced  for 
United  Methodist  Communications  of¬ 
fices  here. 

Joretta  Eppley  Purdue  of  Springfield, 
Ill.,  will  become  managing  editor  of  the 
denomination's  program  journal  on  April 
1. 

The  Rev.  Ralph  E.  Baker,  presently  an 
associate  editor  of  The  Interpreter  and 
editor  of  program  materials,  will  con¬ 
tinue  as  an  associate  editor  but  will  also 
become  an  editor  of  interpretive  mate¬ 
rials  and  news  director  in  Dayton  for  U- 
nited  Methodist  News  Service.  He  will 
succeed  the  late  Leonard  M.  Perryman. 

Laura  Jane  Okumu,  presently  an  edi¬ 
torial  assistant  for  The  Interpreter,  will 
succeed  Mr.  Baker 


Help  through  local  churches  for  black 
workers  displaced  by  the  national  shift 
from  an  industrial  manufacturing  to  a 
technological  information  processing 
economy,  and 

•  More  pressure  by  the  church  on  the 
U.S.  president  and  Congress  to  stop  mul¬ 
tinational  trade  in  South  Africa  until  “the 
human  rights  of  all  people  .  .  .  are  recog¬ 
nized  and  honored." 

BMCR  adopted  a  resolution  supporting 
the  Los  Angeles  NAACP  boycott  of  Coors 
Beer  because  of  "derogatory  remarks 
concerning  the  intellectual  capabilities 
of  black  business  persons”  allegedly 
made  by  president  William  K.  Coors. 

The  caucus  supported  the  NAACP’s 
planned  boycott  of  the  Los  Angeles  area 
McDonald’s  franchises  because  black- 
owned  franchises  “are  not  allowed  in 
other  than  minority  communities.” 

The  caucus  affirmed  the  candidacy  of 
the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson  for  president  of 
the  United  States  after  hearing  a  power¬ 
ful  address  by  the  Rev.  Otis  Moss,  a  local 
campaign  worker  and  Baptist  minister. 
Mr.  Moss  stirred  the  caucus  to  a  bedlam¬ 
like  ovation  as  he  defended  his  candi¬ 
date’s  qualifications. 

The  caucus  is  encouraging  black  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  General  Conference  to  fight 
against  the  proposal  to  streamline  the  size 
and  processes  of  the  governing  body  by 
reducing  the  number  of  delegates  and  re¬ 
quiring  that  petitions  from  individuals 
and  unofficial  groups  be  approved  by  a 
local  church  or  annual  conference.  The 
proposals  come  from  the  Committee  to 
Study  the  General  Conference. 

BMCR  leaders  said  they  felt  the 
attempts  to  streamline  the  conference 
would  curtail  the  participation  of  ethnic 
minorities  as  delegates  and  would  ham¬ 
per  the  caucus  from  making  its  wishes 
known  directly  to  the  conference  dele¬ 
gates. 
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Louisiana  Picked  As  Pilot 


Lab  Seminar 
Scheduled  by  SCJ 


Conference  for  Servant  Teams 


at  Mt.  Sequoyah 


Mr.  Wesley  Challenges 
University  UM ,  Lake  Charles 


John  Wesley  burst  into  the  sanctuary 
of  University  United  Methodist  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  during  the  Sunday 
Morning  Worship  Hour  on  March  11. 
interrupting  Rev.  Jack  O’Dell  in  the 
middle  of  his  sermon. 

There  was  a  tremor  of  questioning 
excitement  in  the  congregation,  and  an 
air  of  emergency  in  the  booming  voice  of 
John  Wesley.  It  was  like  an  inspection  of 
the  troops  as  he  marched  up  the  middle 
aisle  to  the  pulpit,  and  shot  question  after 
question  at  the  puzzled  Rev.  O'Dell. 
Wesley  seemed  distressed  and  anxious 


over  the  condition  of  the  Methodist 
Church  since  he  left  it  in  the  18th 
Century. 

He  praised  the  church  for  its 
accomplishments,  but  also  whipped  out 
challenges  at  the  congregation  to  take  a 
good  look  at  themselves  .  .  .  to  examine 
their  faithfulness  as  Methodists,  and 
their  works  as  servants  of  God. 

This  dramatic  man  was  in  reality  Bill 
Vance,  a  retired  Frontier  Airline  pilot, 
who  did  a  fine  job  of  jolting  the  people  to 
the  reality  of  what  the  church  is  supposed 
to  be  up  and  doing. 


Participants  in  Hammond's  Ground  Breaking  Service  are  pictured  above,  left  to 
right:  Rev.  Angus  Carruth,  Lokey  Falter,  Michael  Ragusa  (contractor),  Robert 
Ciruti,  Dr.  William  J.  Austin,  Margo  Kennedy,  Emily  Boyette.  Glendon  R.  Messer, 
Tom  Bickham,  William  Burks  (architect).  Jill  Hode,  Dan  Durham,  Charles  Bowlin. 
Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed,  and  Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway. 


Groundbreaking  Held  At  First 


United  Methodist  Church,  Hammond 


Louisiana,  along  with  North  Ala¬ 
bama,  Southern  New  Jersey  and 
Southern  Illinois,  will  serve  as  a 
pilot  conference  for  a  new  concept 
in  youth  ministry.  Dr.  Leo  Rippy,  Jr., 
who  met  with  the  Louisiana  Youth 
Team,  described  the  program  as  one 
which  would  help  youth  be  better 
citizens,  better  disciples,  better 
stewards  and  help  make  their  neigh¬ 
borhoods  and  communities  better 
places  in  which  to  live.  They  are 
called  “Youth  Servant  Teams,”  with 
eright  youth  and  two  adults  in  each. 

Four  teams  from  each  of  the  pilot 
conferences  will  travel  to  Nashville, 
Tennessee  in  July  for  extensive 
training,  based  on  three  premises  of 
the  program.  They  are,  according  to 
Dr.  Rippy:  (1)  A  look  at  one’s 
community— an  assessment  and 
location  of  the  “hurt”  points;  (2)  A 
look  at  the  resources  available  that 
may  fit  the  needs;  and  (3)  Do  it! 

United  Methodist  Youth  have  long 
been  active  in  national  and  world 
ministries,  as  well  as  conference 
projects.  “But,”  Dr.  Rippy  says, 
“it’s  time  for  our  youth  to  become 


A  Service  for  the  Breaking  of  Ground 
was  held  Sunday,  March  4  by  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Hammond 
for  new  facilities  for  worship  and 
education.  Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway, 
episcopal  leader  of  Louisiana  United 
Methodists,  and  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed, 
superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  District,  participated  in  the 
morning  worship  service.  Bishop 
Galloway  delivered  the  sermon. 

Following  this,  the  congregation 
moved  to  the  new  site  on  Rue  Denise  to 
break  ground.  Rev.  Angus  Carruth, 
pastor,  Bishop  Galloway,  Dr.  Reed,  and 
Rev.  Glendon  R.  Messer  led  in  this 
service.  Also  participating  were  Lokey 
Faller,  Robert  Ciruti,  Dr.  William  J. 


Austin,  Margo  Kennedy,  Emily  Boyette, 
Tom  Bickham,  Jill  Hode,  Dan  Durham, 
and  Charles  Bowlin.  Mr.  Dan  Durham 
and  Mr.  Jay  Seale,  III  are  co-chairmen  of 
the  Building  Committee.  Mr.  William 
Burks  of  Baton  Rouge  is  the  architect, 
and  Mr.  Michael  Ragusa  of  Covington  is 
the  contractor. 

The  first  phase  of  the  building  program 
includes  the  sanctuary,  parlor,  office 
space  and  two  educational  buildings. 
These  buildings  will  provide  classrooms, 
storage,  choir  room,  resource  center, 
fellowship  hall  and  kitchen.  Completion 
of  this  project  is  expected  within  a  year. 

Long  range  plans  call  for  construction 
of  a  bell  tower  and  family  life  center. 


Worshippers  at  University  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  were  startled  March  II  by  an 
unexpected  visit  from  John  Wesley  during  the  morning  service.  Mr.  W'esley  (Bill 
Vance)  is  shown  here  in  the  Prayer  Garden  of  University  Church  talking  with  Rev. 
Jack  O'Dell,  on  the  right,  and  Dr.  Woodrou  W.  Smith,  center. 


By  VERNA  MAXWELL, 

Director 

Laboratory  training  is  a  unique 
opportunity  to  have  actual  experience  in 
teaching,  leading,  planning  and 
observing  a  learning  experience  with  a 
specific  age  group.  You  will  integrate 
learning  theory,  Christian  theology  and 
everyday  practice  and  experience 
personal  growth  in  your  faith  as  you 
develop  new  understandings  of  yourself 
and  others.  It  is  the  most  advanced 
training  available  for  persons  who  want 
to  improve  their  skills  in  teaching, 
leading  and  planning  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  offers  enriching 
Christian  Education. 

At  Mt.  Sequoyah,  July  7-13,  we  are 
offering  labs  at  all  age  levels.  We  have 
been  most  fortunate  in  recruiting  some  of 
the  best  leadership  in  the  nation. 

We  will  feature  a  Lab  for  Churches  of 
Few  Members.  This  lab  is  designed  for 
teachers,  leaders  and  pastors  of  small 
churches.  They  will  explore  teaching  in 
the  Church  School  at  all  age  levels.  Their 
class  sessions  will  be  held  at  a  small 
membership  church  nearby.  This  will  be 
an  experience  featuring  ideas  to  take 
back  home  and  use  in  their  local 
churches. 

We  will  have  two  Seminars.  One  will  be 
for  persons  seeking  certification  at  all 
age  levels.  The  other  is  a  special  interest 
seminar  for  Council  Directors  and 
Conference  personnel  responsible  for 
Education  and  Leadership  Development 
in  the  conference. 

There  will  be  Skillshops  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  evenings  on  Drama, 
Music,  Storytelling,  Art,  Cardboard 
.Carpentry,  Puppet  Ministry,  Creative 
J  Writing  and  Clown  Ministry. 

Your  Council  Directors  have  brochures 
with  all  the  information  a  bout  "leaders, 
registration  and  cost.  Please  contact  the 
Annual  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
office.  They  will  help  you  in  every  way 
they  can.  A  filmstrip  describing  the 
training  is  available  from  their  office  to 
use  with  persons  who  are  planning  to 
attend  the  lab. 


The  Conference  Youth  Team,  which  met  with  Dr.  Leo  Rippy,  Jr.  to  plan  the  Youth 
Servant  Team  program,  is  shown  above,  left  to  right:  Rev.  Willis  Dear,  Lou 
Montgomery,  Angie  Smith,  Dorie  Smith.  Patterson  C’ulligan,  Pleasant  Sibley,  Roger 
Templeton,  Susie  Singleton  and  Dr.  Rippy. 


involved  in  bettering  themselves  and 
their  communities  as  well.” 

The  Louisiana  program  is  under 


the  direction  of  Patterson  Culligan, 
Youth  Coordinator,  and  Roger 
Templeton,  Youth  President. 


Bishop  Gabriel  Sundaram  of 
Hyderabad,  India,  died  March  17  in 
Delhi,  after  undergoing  surgery.  He  was 
82. 


Deaths 


News  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Vera  Evelyn 
Martin  Sylvest,  82,  of  Dallas,  has  just 
reached  the  Conference  Office.  The  wife 
of  Rev.  E.  E.  Sylvest,  Sr.,  she  died 
October  24,  1983.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,,  a  _mgmber  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  retired,  who  is  in  a  Dallas 
nursing  home,  and  her  son,  Ed  Sylvest, 
on  the  faculty  at  Perkins. 


A  Call  To  The  United  Methodists 
of  Louisiana 

The  Legislative  Liaison  Committee  met  at  the  Headquarters  Building  on 
April  4,  1984,  to  discuss  several  things  that  will  be  coming  up  at  the  Legislative 
Sessions  which  begin  on  April  16.  There  are  a  number  of  things  that  are  very 
important,  such  as  Repeal  of  the  Creationism  Law,  the  Day-Care  Bill  License, 
Law,  the  Lottery,  and  Capital  Punishment.  I  have  been  in  other  states  where 
these  matters  came  up,  and  I  am  glad  to  know  that  the  church  needs  to  stand 
strong  for  Christian  morality  and  good  citizenship. 

We  could  spend  time  discussing  each  one  of  these  which  is  important,  but  I 
want  to  mention  one  right  now  that  I  think  we  need  to  look  to  very  carefully,  and 
that  is  concerning  lottery.  I  do  not  think  this  is  the  right  and  proper  way  to 
collect  money  for  the  state.  I  know  that  some  states  are  doing  it,  but  that  does 
not  mean  that  it  is  sound,  politically  or  morally.  I  hope  that  all  ministers  and  all 
people  of  faith  will  look  at  this  with  reason  and  intelligence  and  then  act  in 
letting  the  leaders  of  the  state  know  that  we  feel  there  are  better  ways  of 
meeting  the  needs  of  Louisiana. 

There  will  be  many  people  hurt  financially  and  morally  should  a  lottery  bill 
pass.  I  agree  that  we  must  care  for  our  states  and  for  our  national  government, 
and  we  must  do  it  honestly  and  openly  and  even  with  some  sacrifice,  but  to  me 
lottery  is  anything  but  the  proper  way  to  handle  this.  If  all  of  us  will  become 
alert  and  active  in  opposing  this  and  doing  our  best  to  prevent  it,  I  feel  that  the 
state  will  be  much  better  off. 

I  think  it  is  time  for  the  church  to  stand  up  for  what  it  knows  to  be  right. 

Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway 


International  Lesson  Series 


In  The  Shadow  of  The  Cross 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Mark  14:22-36 

In  our  scripture  lesson  for  today  we 
begin  with  the  Last  Supper,  the 
reenactment  of  which  has  become  the 
central  point  of  worship  for  Christians, 
certainly  the  focal  point  for  all  United 
Methodists.  Mark  saw  it  as  a  Passover 
meal,  but  with  certain  elements  which 
later  made  it  Christian. 

Jesus  took  bread,  gave  thanks  over  it 
and  said,  “this  is  my  body.”  Later  this 
statement  (along  with  “this  is  my 
blood.  .  .”)  became  the  basis  for  the 
doctrine  of  transsubstantiation,  but 
Mark  makes  no  such  claim.  He  simply  re¬ 
lates  that  Jesus  took  the  bread,  said 
“this  is  my  body,”  and  took  the  cup, 
giving  thanks  over  it,  and  said,  “this  is 
the  blood  of  the  covenant  poured  out 
for  many.” 

Jews  customarily  gave  thanks  before 
meals.  They  also  related  to  the 
symbolism  of  blood  as  being  signs  of 
covenantal  relationships.  Blood  on  the 
doorposts  of  the  children  of  Israel  in 
Egypt  was  a  sign  of  their  belonging  to 
God.  Among  the  Hebrew  peoples,  as 
among  many  ancients,  blood  was 
considered  as  that  which  ensured  that  an 
agreement  was  binding  so  blood  was 
sprinkled  on  participants  and  witnesses 
to  a  covenant.  Jesus  used  the  symbolism 
of  bread  and  blood  (wine),  then  said  that 
he  would  not  drink  wine  again  until  “I 
drink  it  new  in  the  kingdom  of  God.” 

Following  the  supper,  the  little  group 
sang  a  hymn  (probably  from  Psalms, 
perhaps  from  chapters  115-118)  and  went 
out  of  the  Mount  of  Olives.  Jesus  told 
them -they  would  “£alLawa.y”  from  him 
and  the  mission  they  shared,  that  he 
would  be  striken  but  would  be  raised  up 
and  would  precede  them  to  Galilee.  Peter 
protested,  professing  his  constancy  and 
his  courage,  “even  though  they  all  fall 
away,  I  will  not.”  And  Jesus  told  Peter, 
"before  the  cock  crows  twice,  you  will 
deny  me  three  times."  In  spite  of  this, 
all  of  the  disciples  declared  their  loyalty. 

The  last  scene  of  this  section  is  set  in 
Gethsemane  where  Jesus  asked  his 


disciples  to  watch  with  him  while  he 
prayed.  Here,  in  the  garden,  Jesus 
demonstrated  his  humanity  as  he 
suffered  sorrow,  disillusionment  and 
despair.  He  prayed  that,  if  it  were 
possible,  the  hour  might  pass  from  him. 
“Abba,  Father,  all  things  are  possible  to 
thee;  remove  this  cup  from  me;  yet  not 
what  I  will,  but  what  thou  wilt.  ” 

This  climaxed  their  group  experience 
and  led  directly  to  Jesus’  solitary 
enduring  of  the  cross.  Soon  he  would  be 
betrayed,  tried  and  executed  in  the  most 
painful  and  humiliating  form  of 
punishment  known  to  a  Jew.  He  would  be 
crucified.  But  he  had  come  to  the  cross 
fully  prepared  for  whatever  happened 
and  fully  committed  to  God’s  will.  In  the 
shadow  of  the  cross,  Jesus  the  Christ 
prepared  for  and  reached  into  the  future. 

Three  major  points  today:  First,  that 
of  the  Lord’s  institution  of  the  Last 
Supper.  Second,  the  ability  or  inability  to 
stand  fast  in  what  we  believe.  And  third, 
the  human  side  of  Jesus  in  which,  to  fully 
identify  with  men  and  women  of  all 
times,  he  voluntarily  suffered  the 
agonies  of  human  anxiety,  sorrow, 
loneliness  and  disappointment.  We’ll 
focus  on  the  first. 

The  Lord’s  Supper,  instituted  by  Jesus 
in  this  scene,  is  a  Sacrament  (which 
means  a  channel  of  God’s  grace),  the 
Eucharist  (expression  of  thanksgiving), 
the  Mass  (which  means  “sent”  and 
which  refers  to  the  idea  of  being  sent 
from  the  table  into  the  world), 
Communion  (or  sharing  of  the  totality  of 
life  with  Jesus)  or  Memorial  ( "do  this  in 
remembrance  of  me”).  But,  however  we 
see  it,  it  must  be  real  to  us  if  it  is  to  have 
value.  We  must  believe  that  Christ 
himself  is  somehow  present  in  the 
sacrament.  Only  then,  only  when  we 
share  this  ultimateiorm  of  worship  with 
Christ  and  his  other  disciples,  does  it 
mean  something  to  the  Christian. 

Instead  of  staying  away  on 
“communion  Sunday,”  Christians  should 
flock  to  worship  for  this  is  truly  the  high 
point  of  worship.  Instead  of  offering  it 
only  once  in  a  while,  we  of  the  clergy 
should  offer  it  at  least  monthly,  if  not 
more  often,  and  when  offered,  should 
make  the  Eucharist  the  focal  point  of  the 
entire  service. 


71  Word  of  Hole 


Dear  Friends: 

How  dear  of  you  to  be  so  generous.  You  have  made  yourselves  so 
dear,  and  I  will  never  forget  you. 

I  know  I  can’t  discover  words  to  say  to  you  how  thankful  I  feel.  As 
you  know,  words  never  come  to  me.  I  am  speechless  at  talking  and 
also  at  writing. 

I  do  love  you,  and  we  did  love  the  state  and  being  there  with  you.  It 
was  a  wonderful  way  to  end  our  life  together.  I  know  there  are  always 
times  we  wish  we  could  live  over.  They  were  busy  ones  and  happy. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  everything . 

Love, 

Virginia  Shamblin 


.%v.,.v.^v.\v.v.\\v.v.%v.-.".*.*.*.v.v.\v.v.v.-.v.v.v.v.\\\v...v.........v.....v..<v>.  / 


Parsonette  Retreat  Set  For  Istrouma 


Ministers’  wives  of  the  Conference  will 
meet  at  Camp  Istrouma,  April  27-28.  The 
camp  is  located  on  Greenwell  Springs 
Road,  fifteen  miles  east  of  Baton  Rouge. 
The  theme  for  the  event  is  “Seasons  of 
our  Lives,"  according  to  Mrs.  Alice 


Stovall,  Coordinator  for  the  retreat. 

Registrations  should  be  sent  to  Mrs. 
Stovall  at  9320  West  Van  Place,  Baton 
Rouge.  LA  70815.  The  $10.00  registration 
fee  will  be  collected  at  the  camp. 
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“The  next  day  a  great 
multitude  that  had  come 
to  the  feast,  when  they 
heard  that  Jesus  was 
coming  to  Jerusalem, 
took  branches  of  palm 
trees  and  went  out  to 
meet  Him,  and  cried  out: 
‘Hosanna!  Blessed  is  He 
who  comes  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord!’  ” 

—  John  12:  12-13 
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The  UMC’s  homosexuality  debate :  update  and  perspective 


‘Fidelity /celibacy'  proposal 
would  do  the  church  harm 


Editorial™""™**™"™™- 

A  new  phase  in  an  old  debate 


By  JOHN  HANNAY 
One  proposal  which  will  be  considered 
at  the  upcoming  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  would  add  to  the 
United  Methodist  Discipline  language 
holding  clergy  to  a  moral  standard  of 
“fidelity  in  marriage  and  celibacy  in 
singleness.” 

This  proposal 
would  do  anything 
but  promote  re¬ 
sponsible  sexuality. 

Additionally,  it 
would  damage  the  , 

\_ 

links  that  have 
been  established  JohnHannay 
between  the  lesbian/gay  community  and 
the  church.  It  would  open  up  the  church 
to  further  captivation  by  homophobia. 
And  it  would  promote  a  self-righteous 
theology. 

I  say  this  as  one  who  is  gay  (and  has 
come  to  peace  with  God  about  that)  and 
as  one  who  has  held  multiple  roles  within 
United  Methodism,  including  being  a  lay 
delegate  to  10  Annual  Conferences. 

Legality  rather  than  morality 

My  first  fear  is  that  the  standards  of 
"celibacy”  and  “fidelity”  as  proposed 
would  put  the  church  squarely  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  our  clergy’s  private  lives  (would 
we  laypeople  be  willing  to  put  up  with 
such?)  and  would  have  us  determine  fit¬ 
ness  for  ministry  on  the  basis  of  legal¬ 
isms  rather  than  demonstrated  "gifts 
and  graces.”  It  would  take  away  the 
flexibility  we  in  the  local  church  and 
Annual  Conference  need  in  order  to  es¬ 
tablish  our  own  context  and  standards 
for  ministry. 

I  hope  that  we  will  not  revert  to  the 
“laundry  list"  approach  which  was  all 
too  common  several  decades  ago  (then 
the  issue  was  alcohol  and  tobacco). 
Instead,  we  need  to  struggle  with  the 
issue  of  our  calls  to  ministry  whether 
we’re  lesbians  or  gay  men,  lay  or  or¬ 
dained  church  members.  Attempts  to 
legislate  the  conflict  about  this  issue  out 
of  the  church  will  not  make  it  go  away. 
It  will  only  serve  to  make  lesbians  and 
gay  men  go  away  —  as  thousands  have 
done  during  the  past  few  years. 

Second,  the  “fidelity  .  .  .  celibacy”  pro¬ 
posal  would  only  promote  within  the 
church  the  further  operation  of  homopho¬ 
bia.  By  homophobia,  I  mean  not  only  the 
irrational  fear  of  those  of  us  who  are  les¬ 
bian  or  gay,  but  also  the  fear  of  any  kind 
of  emotional  intimacy  between  persons 
of  the  same  gender.  Such  fear  operates 
very  selectively  and  destructively. 

Experience  shows  that  whenever  pro¬ 
posals  to  circumscribe  sexual  morality 
are  adopted,  they  are  used  almost  exclu¬ 
sively  against  lesbians  and  gay  men,  or 
to  inhibit  intimacy  expressed  among  per¬ 
sons  of  the  same  gender,  with  frequently 
violent  consequences  (see  John 
Boswell’s  “Christianity,  Social  Toler¬ 
ance,  and  Homosexuality").  Rather  than 
promoting  a  healthy  sexual  ethic  based 
on  relationship  (an  ethic  to  which  I  per¬ 
sonally  subscribe),  this  proposal  would 
only  legitimize  those  who  would  oppress, 
discriminate,  and  destroy  relationships 
because  of  misconception  and  fear. 

Third,  this  proposal  would  compound 
the  alienation  which  exists  between  the 
lesbian/gay  community  and  the  church 
as  a  whole.  Throughout  history,  many  of 
us  who  are  gay  or  lesbian  have  sought  to 
,  respond  faithfully  to  God’s  word  of  grace 
in  our  lives.  This  has  been  difficult  be¬ 
cause  the  church,  as  stewards  of  God’s 
word,  frequently  has  abused  us,  physi¬ 
cally  and  psychologically,  in  the  name  of 


“morality.” 

More  recently,  some  powerful  healing 
links  have  begun  to  emerge  between  the 
church  and  our  alienated  community. 
Those  links  are  very  fragile.  Any  move 
by  the  church  which  appears  condemna¬ 
tory  of  us  as  people  would  tragically  de¬ 
stroy  those  links,  setting  our  recon¬ 
ciliation  process  back  20-30  years. 

Also  bad  theology 

Finally,  the  clergy  morality  proposal 
should  be  defeated  because  it  is  based  on 
bad  theology.  It  is  founded  on  literalistic 
biblical  proof-texting  which  a  number  of 
biblical  scholars  have  soundly  criticized. 
It  is  based  on  a  tradition  which  under¬ 
stands  sexuality  to  be  “evil”  and  homo¬ 
sexuality  “a  perversion,”  rather  than  on 
new  insights  which  know  sexuality  to  be 
"a  gift  of  God”  and  homosexuality  to  be 
a  different  “orientation"  toward  that 
gift. 

Most  importantly,  the  proposal  carries 
an  implicit  theological  assumption  that 
specific  sexual  activities  determine  mor¬ 
ality,  not  the  operation  of  God’s  grace 
within  our  activities  and  orientations.  To 
endorse  the  proposal  would  deny  the 
reality  that  “God  will  choose  whom  God 
will  choose.”  One  would  have  to  defend 
the  position  that  God’s  grace  has  never 
been  and  never  will  be  operative  in  the 
lives  and  sexualities  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

Let’s  look  in  other  directions 

Clear,  proscriptive  legislation  or  or¬ 
dination  standards  would  not  be  helpful 
at  this  point.  It  would  only  drive  us  far¬ 
ther  apart  and  divert  us  from  the  real 
issue:  what  does  it  mean  to  be  an  inclu¬ 
sive  church  and  what  steps  can  we  take 
to  reach  that  vision?  Proposals  which 
promote  dialogue,  recognize  everyone’s 
self  worth,  and  do  not  rush  us  to  pre¬ 
mature  conclusions  will  help  answer  this 
question. 

Most  of  us  in  the  lesbian/gay  commu¬ 
nity  in  the  church  wish  we  could  put  this 
conflict  behind  us.  It  is  sapping  our  ener¬ 
gies  from  many  other  important  issues 
which  need  to  be  addressed.  Let’s  get  on 
to  these.  Meanwhile,  let’s  be  open  to  the 
variety  of  gifts  each  of  us  has,  in  whatever 
capacities  God  calls  us.  Rather  than 
drawing  hard  lines  in  the  sand  and  divid¬ 
ing,  let’s  search  for  common  ground  and 
unite. 

John  Hannay  is  a  member  of  Christ 
UMC  in  Washington,  D.C.,  a  reserve 
delegate  to  the  1984  General  Conference 
and  a  member  of  the  Coordinating  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Affirmation  caucus. 
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As  United  Methodism’s  1984  General 
Conference  approaches,  the  church’s 
stance  regarding  homosexuality  is  again 
on  the  agenda  in  a  variety  of  ways. 
Several  articles  elsewhere  on  this  page 
reflect  that  variety. 

As  we  monitor  expressions  of  position 
by  persons  across  the  church,  we  sense  a 
change  in  the  quality  and  intensity  of  de¬ 
bate  regarding  homosexuality.  When  the 
issue  was  first  raised  prior  to  the  1972 
General  Conference,  a  monumental  out¬ 
cry  arose  from  persons  across  the  church 
who  believed  that  such  an  issue  was  un¬ 
worthy  of  open  discussion. 

Prior  to  and  during  the  1976  and  1980 
General  Conferences,  proposals  related 
to  homosexuality  garnered  more  of  the 
church’s  time,  energy  and  emotion  than 
any  other  single  issue. 

In  each  case,  the  end  result  was  the 
same:  reaffirmation  of  the  middle 
ground  position  adopted  in  1972  that  af¬ 
firms  the  “sacred  worth”  and  civil  rights 
of  all  persons,  while  also  declaring  that 
“we  do  not  condone  the  practice  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  consider  this  practice  in¬ 
compatible  with  Christian  teaching” 
(see  full  statement  elsewhere  on  this 
page). 

Why  the  lesser  amount  of  time  and 
emotion  spent  on  this  issue  as  the  1984 
General  Conference  approaches?  Not,  in 
our  view,  because  persons  across  the 
church  feel  less  deeply  about  it  than  be¬ 
fore.  We  see  three  reasons  for  the 
change. 

First,  there  is  general  recognition  now 
that  the  church  has  no  responsible 
choice  but  to  deal  with  this  issue  and  the 
large  number  of  persons  who  are  directly 
or  indirectly  affected  by  it.  Even  staunch 
traditionalists  are  now  inclined  to  recog¬ 
nize  that  homosexuality  is  a  more  com¬ 
plex  and  widespread  phenomenon  than 
was  believed  in  the  past,  and  that  the 
church  has  a  responsibility  both  to  learn 
more  about  it  and  to  offer  a  redemptive 
ministry  to  homosexuals. 

Second,  there  is  now  fairly  widespread 
confidence  in  the  essential  rightness  of 
the  church’s  position  regarding  homo¬ 
sexuality,  and  equal  confidence  that  no 
matter  how  many  proposals  are  presen¬ 


ted,  General  Conference  will  adopt  no 
substantial  changes  in  that  position.  It  is 
recognized  that  a  substantial  minority 
within  our  church  has  proposed,  and  will 
continue  to  propose,  that  the  church 
adopt  a  morally  neutral  or  affirming  atti¬ 
tude  toward  homosexual  behavior.  It  is 
equally  recognized  that  no  matter  how 
hard  one  might  try  to  contort  or  discredit 
particular  biblical  passages,  the  witness 
of  Scripture  is  anything  but  neutral  or  af¬ 
firming  of  homosexual  behavior.  Should 
this  or  any  future  General  Conference 
succumb  to  cultural  pressures  and 
charges  of  “homophobia,”  by  adopting  a 
position  contrary  to  Scripture  on  this 
issue,  all  past  debates  would  pale  in  com¬ 
parison. 

Third,  there  is  growing  recognition  by 
all  concerned  that  no  official  church  posi¬ 
tion  can  finally  resolve  the  issue  of  homo¬ 
sexuality,  and  that  the  debate  over  that 
position  should  not  perennially  be  at  the 
top  of  the  General  Conference’s  agenda. 
The  debate  currently  taking  place  re¬ 
garding  United  Methodism’s  worldwide 
mission  philosophy  and  strategies  is  far 
more  basic  and  important  to  the  church’s 
future  than  the  latest  rehash  of  the  homo¬ 
sexuality  debate.  So  is  the  effort  to  define 
more  adequately  our  understanding  of 
the  ordained  ministry  relative  to  the 
laity.  Issues  like  war  and  peace,  world 
hunger,  racial  and  economic  justice,  and 
our  church’s  need  to  reach  out  to  un¬ 
reached  segments  of  society  with  the 
Christian  gospel  likewise  deserve  to  re¬ 
ceive  at  least  some  of  the  time  and  emo¬ 
tion  that  the  church  has  spent  in  recent 
years  preoccupied  with  homosexuality. 

We  do  foresee  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence  adopting  one  significant  addition  to 
United  Methodism’s  position  on  human 
sexuality.  That  is  a  proposal  from  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  to  make  “fidelity  in  marriage 
and  celibacy  in  singleness”  the  standard 
for  sexual  behavior  among  the  church’s 
clergy  —  and  by  implication,  the  laity. 
The  substance  of  this  position  is  not  new, 
but  this  summary  formulation  is  new.  We 
consider  this  proposal  a  worthy  reminder 
of  what  God  has  revealed  to  be  His 
standard  for  human  sexual  behavior. 


UMC’s  official  Disciplinary  position 


Homosexual  persons  no  less  than  he¬ 
terosexual  persons  are  individuals  of  sa¬ 
cred  worth,  who  need  the  ministry  and 
guidance  of  the  church  in  their  struggles 
for  human  fulfillment,  as  well  as  the  spir¬ 
itual  and  emotional  care  of  a  fellowship 
which  enables  reconciling  relationships 
with  God,  with  others,  and  with  self.  Fur- 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Love,  acceptance  not  same  as  approval 


To  the  Editor: 

It  is  easy  to  become  confused  in  the 
matter  of  love  and  acceptance. 

As  a  Christian,  I  will  love  and  accept 
an  alcoholic.  But  I  cannot  and  should  not 
accept  and  approve  the  lifestyle  of  an  ac¬ 
tive,  practicing  alcoholic.  As  a  Christian, 
I  will  love  and  accept  a  deceiver,  the  pro¬ 
fessional  “con  artist”;  but  I  cannot  and 
should  not  accept  and  approve  the  life¬ 
style  of  a  willful,  practicing  deceiver  or 
“con  artist.”  The  same  application  in 
many  other  areas  is  obvious. 

And  so  with  homosexuality.  The  love  of 
Christ  constrains  me  to  love  and  accept 
all  homosexuals.  But  I  cannot  and  should 
not  approve  a  willful  lifestyle  which 
our  Book  of  Discipline  says  is  “incom¬ 
patible  with  Christian  teaching.” 

My  concern  is  the  likelihood  that  a  cru¬ 
sade  will  be  mounted  to  convince  us  that 
“.  .  .since  homosexuals  are  persons  of 
sacred  worth,  who  need  the  ministry  and 
guidance  of  the  Church,  then  homosex¬ 
uals  should  also  be  ordained  to  provide 
that  ministry.” 

However,  Alcoholics  Anonymous  does 
not  depend  on  active,  practicing  alcohol¬ 
ics  to  minister  to  other  active,  practic¬ 
ing,  and  troubled  alcoholics.  Rather, 
their  workers  and  helpers  are  recovered 
alcoholics.  Other  applications  of  this 
principle  can  be  made  ad  infinitum. 

We  can  best  minister  to  homosexuals 
through  loving  acceptance  in  the  name 
and  spirit  of  Christ,  and  with  the  added 
understanding  and  expertise  of  recovered 
homosexuals. 

Furthermore,  since  “we  do  not  con¬ 
done  the  practice  of  homosexuality,  and 
consider  this  practice  incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching,”  we  cannot  appro¬ 
priately  ordain  homosexuals. 

Though  I  will  defend  the  above  phil¬ 
osophy  with  all  the  strength  and  wisdom 
that  God  gives  me,  I  am  also  determined 
that,  with  God’s  help,  I  will  be  fully 
Christian  in  my  love  and  acceptance  of 
all  homosexual  persons  as  "individuals 
of  sacred  worth,  who  need  the  ministry 
and  guidance  of  the  Church 

Clark  Robb 
El  Cajon,  California 

Exclusion  the  basic  issue 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  disturbed  about  articles  and  let¬ 
ters  in  the  Reporter  about  the  UMC’s 
response  to  the  issue  of  homosexuality 
and  how  great  a  role  practicing  homo¬ 
sexuals  should  be  allowed  in  our  church. 

The  basic  issue  is  not  homosexuality,  but 
exclusion.  My  faith  and  sense  of  ethics  will 
not  allow  me  simply  to  ignore  this  issue. 

Past  and  present  history  is  full  of  ex¬ 
amples  of  attempts  to  exclude  people 
who  do  not  conform.  The  methods  of  ex¬ 
clusion  have  sometimes  been  much 


more  extreme  than  refusal  to  ordain  — 
but  isn’t  the  act  the  same? 

“We  must  have  standards”  is  a  pop¬ 
ular  refrain.  But  “standards”  can  some¬ 
times  serve  as  a  polite  name  for  exclu¬ 
sion.  The  Nazi  death  camps  were  called 
the  “solution."  Christ  didn’t  seem  to 
have  any  “standards”  when  it  came  to 
selecting  disciples  and  associates. 

I  submit  that  the  exclusion  of  anyone 
from  the  church  serves  only  to  diminish 
ourselves. 

Roberta  A.  Chapman 
Norwich,  Connecticut 

Church  needs  to  call  it 
what  it  is:  sin 

To  the  Editor : 

I  have  one  question:  “Why  do  we  allow 
so  much  of  our  time  to  be  used  to  debate 
the  merits  of  a  lifestyle  that  is  diametri¬ 
cally  opposed  to  God’s  standard  of  sexual 
purity  for  each  one  of  us?”  Aren’t  the 
scriptural  references  of  Romans  1:20-27 ;  I 
Corinthians  6:9-11;  Colossians  3:5, 6;  and 
I  Thessalonians  4:3-8  sufficient  to  con¬ 
vince  even  the  indifferent  or  apathetic 
among  us  that  God  does  not  condone  or 
bless  this  “alternate”  type  of  lifestyle? 

I  haven’t  heard  of  General  Conference 
time  used  to  debate  the  pros  and  cons  of 
fornication  or  adultery  or  spouse-swap- 
ing,  and  yet  we  resort  to  the  idiocy  of 
hours  of  debate  over  yet  another  form  of 
sexual  impurity,  that  of  homosexuality. 

I’m  sure  in  God’s  eyes  the  one  who 
lives  a  homosexual  life  is  no  worse  than 
the  one  who  commits  adultery.  I  am  also 
not  self-righteously  saying  that  I  am  sin¬ 
less  and  therefore  can  sit  in  judgment  of 
those  who  do  sin.  Most  definitely  we  need 
to  reach  out  to  offer  God's  love  to  those 
who  have  chosen  this  lifestyle.  But  first 
we  must  call  it  what  it  is  .  .  .  sin! 

When  will  our  denomination  have  the 
backbone  to  stand  up  for  what  is  biblical, 
instead  of  socially  efficacious,  so  that 
God  will  be  better  able  to  work  through 
us  instead  of  in  spite  of  us?  Perhaps  we 
should  examine  our  denomination  to  see 
if  we  have  fallen  prey  to  what  Paul  said 
would  happen  in  2  Timothy  4:2-4. 

Bob  L.  Lazer 

Johnstown,  Pennsylvania 

Why  single  out  homosexuals 

for  special  condemnation? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  with  much  distress  articles 
and  letters  concerning  homosexuality  in 
the  church.  I  respect  the  Biblical  faith 
and  moral  integrity  of  those  who  would 
exclude  homosexuals  from  the  ordained 
ministry  and  lay  leadership.  But  I  differ 
with  them  for  several  reasons: 

1.  Why  is  homosexuality  the  unpardon- 


Present  ‘principles 
must  not  be  abandoned 


By  ALBERT  C.  OUTLER 
Of  all  the  divisive  issues  threatening  to 
turn  United  Methodism’s  Bicentennial 
General  Conference  from  the  great  cele¬ 
bration  it  is  supposed  to  be  into  an  unedi¬ 
fying  spectacle  of  Christians  in  con¬ 
fusion,  the  most  dangerous,  as  I  see  it,  is 
the  proposed  re- 


ther  we  insist  that  all  persons  are  entitled 
to  have  their  human  and  civil  rights  en¬ 
sured,  though  we  do  not  condone  the 
practice  of  homosexuality  and  consider 
this  practice  incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching. 

—Book  of  Discipline 

Para.  71-F,  Social  Principles 

statement  on  Human  Sexuality 


t 


Albert  Outler 


able  sin?  Are  not  such  things  as  divorce, 
smoking,  alcohol  and  drug  abuse,  over¬ 
eating,  greed,  profanity,  etc.  equally  sin¬ 
ful?  Why  can  we  accept  God’s  forgive¬ 
ness  for  persons  who  are  guilty  of  these 
latter  offenses  but  not  for  the  homosexual? 

2.  Jesus  died  for  all  of  our  failings. 
None  of  us  can  earn  our  salvation.  God’s 
grace  alone  can  free  us  from  both  eternal 
damnation  and  the  acts  of  sin.  If  God 
transforms  our  lives,  praise  God!  But  let 
us  not  become  self-righteous  judges. 

3.  It  is  easy  to  say  to  AIDS  victims 
“See,  God  is  punishing  you  for  your 
sins.”  Tell  me:  do  we  believe  the  same 
thing  for  the  victims  of  cancer  or  heart 
disease? 

4.  We  do  have  a  responsibility  to  uphold 
moral  integrity  and  acceptable  Christian 
lifestyle.  But  don’t  exclude  sinners  from 
God’s  grace,  the  church’s  fellowship,  or 
productive  ministry  —  or  you  will  find 
that  you  must  exclude  us  all. 

Let  us  pray  that  we  may  all  be  trans¬ 
formed  by  God’s  grace  —  and  until  then, 
may  we  forgive  and  accept  each  other. 

Linda  Richard 
Prairie  City,  Illinois 

Reject  all  promiscuity 

To  the  Editor: 

The  homosexual  caucus,  “Affirma¬ 
tion,”  has  called  for  a  new  sexual  ethic 
from  the  United  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ference  based  on  the  Wesleyan  quadrilat¬ 
eral.  If  we  fail  to  understand  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  must  we  also  ignore  facts  from  hu¬ 
man  reason  and  human  experience? 

A  recent  survey  by  the  Center  for  Dis¬ 
ease  Control  in  Atlanta  indicates  a  high 
correlation  between  AIDS  and  homosex¬ 
ual  promiscuity.  In  their  findings,  homo¬ 
sexuals  not  afflicted  with  AIDS  average 
30  different  sexual  partners  annually, 
while  AIDS  victims  average  more  than  60. 
"'“American  Couples,”  a  new  book  by 
University  of  Washington  sociologists, 
reveals  that  homosexual  couples  have 
more  frequent  sexual  relations  than  het¬ 
erosexual  couples.  It  further  indicates 
that  the  frequency  of  sexual  acts  de¬ 
creases  for  heterosexual  couples  after 
ten  years,  while  the  frequency  of  sexual 
acts  remains  more  constant  for  homo¬ 
sexual  couples,  but  not  with  each  other. 
Homosexuals  apparently  are  “less  faith¬ 
ful”  to  their  partners. 

No  matter  what  our  understanding  of 
the  causes  of  homosexuality  is,  the  UMC 
should  clearly  reject  and  condemn  prom¬ 
iscuity  among  homosexuals  and  hetero¬ 
sexuals.  Every  United  Methodist  has  a 
responsibility  to  speak  out  in  support  of 
“fidelity  in  marriage  and  celibacy  in 
singleness.” 

Harold  C.  Perdue 
San  Antonio,  Texas 


treat  from  our 
present  position 
on  homosexuality 
and  homosexual 
practice  (see 
Discipline,  Para. 

71-F). 

This  is  yet 
another  assault 
upon  the  Judaeo-Christian  family  ethic, 
already  battered  and  besieged  since  the 
“sexual  revolution”  of  the  ’50s  and  '60s. 
And  yet  it  is  urged  upon  us  by  some 
today  in  the  name  of  the  noblest  of 
motives:  compassion  and  justice.  It  is 
as  if  we  were  being  asked  to  do  the 
wrong  thing  for  the  right  reasons. 

The  idea  of  condoning  homosexual  be¬ 
havior  was  first  forced  upon  the  church 
in  1972  —  and  rejected.  The  alternative 
was  formulated  by  a  sub-committee 
chaired  by  Dr.  Harold  Bosley,  an  emi¬ 
nent  liberal  and  a  compassionate,  fair- 
minded  man.  Its  careful  intent  was  to  lay 
out  the  firm  middle-way  between  the  ex¬ 
tremes  of  unloving  harshness  on  the  one 
side,  and  false  compassion  on  the  other. 

Position  upheld 

This  position  was  challenged  in  1976, 
but  upheld  by  a  large  majority  of 
General  Conference  delegates.  The  same 
challenge  was  renewed  in  1980  and 
turned  back  again.  Not  daunted,  how¬ 
ever,  the  “gay"  partisans  will  be  back  in 
Baltimore  with  rumors  flying  that  this 
time  they  will  finally  win. 

If  they  do,  it  wjll  be  in  defiance  of  each 

Proposed  changes 
in  church’s  stance 

Proposals  related  to  homosexuality 
from  at  least  59  of  the  73  United  Method¬ 
ist  annual  conferences  and  various 
church  boards  and  caucuses  will  face 
delegates  to  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  They  are  summarized  as  follows : 

•  Thirty-one  conferences  and  the  unof¬ 
ficial  “Good  News”  caucus  propose  the 
prohibition  of  avowed,  practicing  homo¬ 
sexuals  from  the  church’s  ordained 
ministry. 

•  The  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  and  10  annual 
conferences  call  for  the  establishment  of 
“fidelity  in  marriage  and  celibacy  in 
singleness”  as  a  standard  for  clergy  sex¬ 
ual  behavior. 

•  Several  annual  conferences,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society  and  two 
unofficial  caucuses  —  Methodists  for  So¬ 
cial  Action  and  Affirmation  —  are  the 
source  of  several  proposals,  including: 

—eliminate  the  “incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching”  phrase  from  the 
Social  Principles  statement  (printed 
elsewhere  on  this  page)  and  add  that 
ministry  should  be  provided  to  all  per¬ 
son’s  “regardless  of  sexual  orientation 
without  either  a  condoning  or  condemn¬ 
ing  attitude;’’ 

—  rescind  the  Book  of  Discipline  para¬ 
graph  906.13  which  prohibits  church 
agencies  from  giving  funds  to  “gay”  cau¬ 
cuses  or  groups  or  otherwise  to  “promote 
the  acceptance  of  homosexuality ;  ” 

—  call  for  legal  sanctions  against  per¬ 
sons  and  institutions  which  discriminate 
against  persons  because  of  their  homo¬ 
sexuality;  and 

—  set  up  a  church-wide  study  of  homo¬ 
phobia  (the  irrational  fear  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  and  homosexuality). 

•  In  addition,  fifteen  conferences 
approved  a  wide  variety  of  resolutions 
ranging  from  calls  for  study  and  under¬ 
standing  to  affirmation  of  the  present 
Social  Principles  statement  regarding 
homosexuality. 

(See  UMR,  Feb.  17  for  an  overview  of 
general  church  proposals  related  to 
homosexuality.) 


of  the  four-fold  guidelines  for  UM  theo¬ 
logical  and  ethical  analysis  (see  Dis¬ 
cipline,  Para.  69).  Waiving  all  niceties  of 
detail  and  nuance,  let  us  check  these 
guidelines  out,  barebones-fashion. 

In  the  Bible,  which  we  call  our  primary 
norm,  there  is  a  unanimous  condemna¬ 
tion  of  homosexual  practice  —  as  “un¬ 
natural”  and  decadent,  and  as  asso¬ 
ciated  with  pagan  licentiousness.  The 
force  of  this  plain  fact  may  be  softened 
but  not  deflected.  It  can  be  (has  been) 
argued  that  the  Bible  may  be  wrong  on 
this  point,  but  not  that  its  drift  is  unclear. 
Nor  can  the  biblical  witness  on  this  point 
be  dismissed  as  a  personal  or  cultural 
cachet. 

Neither  is  there  any  support  for  con¬ 
doning  homosexuality  as  an  "alternative 
lifestyle”  anywhere  in  the  Christian  tra¬ 
dition  (or  Jewish,  either.)  From  Clement 
to  Augustine  to  Thomas  Aquinas  to 
Calvin  to  Wesley,  the  testimony  is  unan¬ 
imous.  Have  a  look,  for  example,  at  Cal¬ 
vin’s  “comments”  and  Wesley’s  "Notes” 
on  I  Cor.  6:5-10,  Rom.  1:26-30  and  I  Tim. 
1:5-11.  They  knew,  of  course,  of  homo¬ 
sexual  practice  in  their  times;  it  never 
occurred  to  them  to  condone  it,  or  any 
other  form  of  sexual  license. 

Homosexuality  dysfunctional 

On  the  score  of  reason,  it  may  be 
enough  to  point  to  the  general  agreement 
among  biologists  and  sociologists  that 
homosexual  practice  is  “dysfunctional” 
and,  in  that  sense,  aberrant.  On  the  psy¬ 
chological  side,  it  should  be  noted  that 
while  the  American  Psychiatric  Asso¬ 
ciation  has  removed  homosexuality  from 
its  list  of  “clinical  entities,”  they  still 
identify  it  as  “a  ego-dystonic  disorder.” 
In  the  psychiatric  literature  at  large,  the 
agreement  is  solid  that  practicing  homo¬ 
sexuals  present  distinctive  symptoms  of 
“psychodynamic  constriction.”  Homo¬ 
sexuality  is  not,  that  is  to  say,  like  “left- 
handedness,"  as  some  would  have  us  be¬ 
lieve. 

Experientially,  the  pivotal  point  is  that 
homosexuality  is  inherently  promis¬ 
cuous.  If  it  is  argued  that  homosexuality 
is  a  “constitutional  orientation,”  then  so 
also  is  heterosexuality  —  and  both  are 
promiscuous  unless  inhibited  by  moral 
constraints.  If  homosexual  promiscuity 
is  to  be  condoned,  so  also  should  be  forni¬ 
cation  and  adultery. 

Marriage  a  safeguard 

This  point,  in  reverse,  is  made  by  Mc- 
whirter  and  Mattison  in  their  new  book, 
“The  Male  Couple”  (“It  is  men  (and 
women?)  who  are  promiscuous  and  not 
just  homosexuals”).  And  the  Christian 
safeguard  against  such  licentiousness  is 
love  and  fidelity  in  covenant  marriage. 

That  the  current  statement  in  “The 
Book  of  Discipline"  could  be  redrafted 
with  more  clarity  and  precision  is  not  to 
be  denied.  But  its  principles  must  not  be 
abandoned,  for  that  could  amount  to  con¬ 
donation  and  would  be  so  construed. 
Moreover,  the  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gates  had  best  be  on  their  guard  against 
parliamentary  maneuvers  and  con¬ 
fusions.  For  my  part,  I  would  favor  the 
use  of  signed  ballots  on  every  decisive 
vote. 

The  vast  majority  of  United  Methodists 
favor  fair  play  for  homosexuals  and  fully 
support  their  human  rights.  This  is  the 
main  thrust  of  Disciplinary  Para.  71-F. 
But  they  do  not  condone  homosexual 
practice,  and  least  of  all  in  their  minis¬ 
ters.  If  this  majority  is  betrayed  in  Balti¬ 
more,  there  will  be  a  major  scandal 
among  United  Methodists  and  in  the 
Christian  community,  in  the  most  literal 
sense  of  that  term.  This  would  tilt  an  al¬ 
ready  faltering  church  still  further  down¬ 
ward  on  the  way  into  her  Third  Century. 
Why,  then,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  pure 
and  holy,  should  we  ever  be  confronted 
by  such  a  prospect?  Shades  of  Asbury! 
Shades  of  Wesley !  Shades  of  St.  Paul ! 

Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler,  is  professor 
emeritus  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Southern  Methodist  University,  in  Dal¬ 
las,  and  a  retired  member  of  the  North 
Texas  Annual  Conference. 
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'  Including  heretofore 
'unpublished  materials, 
this  two-volume  study 
provides  a  vivid  impress¬ 
ion  of  the  humanity  and 
genius  of  the  founder  of 
Methodism.  By  Richard  P. 
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Global  Ministries  board  issues  9-page  letter 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

In  a  nine-page  letter  with  copies  to  all 
General  Conference  delegates,  United 
Methodism’s  missions  agency  has  issued 
several  pledges  of  openness  to  different 
theological  views  within  the  denomina¬ 
tion. 

The  letter  is  an  official  response  to  is- 
.  sues  raised  by  the  recent  formation  of  the 
.  independent  “Mission  Society  for  United 
.  Methodists.” 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  in  the  letter  does  not  specifically  op¬ 
pose  the  new  society  or  attack  the 
.  motives  of  its  founders.  Society  leaders 
have  said  they  intend  to  send  "evangeli- 
.  cal”  missionaries  to  nations  where  in- 
.  digenous  Methodist  leaders  request 
them. 

•  “We  are  aware  that  any  institution  as 
diverse  as  the  board  and  charged  with 
major  program  responsibilities  will  have 
areas  needing  improvement,”  the  letter 
.states. 

“We  share  the  longings  of  our  denomi¬ 
nation  for  unity.  Our  board  has  been 
criticized  for  not  being  open.  We  are 
open.  We  wish  to  be  in  dialogue  with  all 
segments  of  our  church.” 

The  letter  says  the  Global  Ministries 
.  board  plans  to  engage  the  church  during 
1984-85  in  a  theological  dialogue  aimed  at 
defining  and  affirming  a  common  mis¬ 
sion  purpose.  “Persons  with  theological 
acumen  from  a  variety  of  constituent 
groups  will  be  recruited  to  participate 

.  .  This  process  will  be  open  and  aimed 
at  bringing  the  church  together  around 
this  task.” 

The  letter  also  states  that  Global  Min¬ 
istries  “has  a  new  recruitment  and  train¬ 
ing  program  resulting  from  its  recent  re¬ 
structure.”  Tbe  program  will  assist  in 
accepting  and  assigning  missionaries 
“with  a  wide  range  of  theological  views 
so  long  as  they  embrace  the  teachings  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  the  pur¬ 
pose  assigned  to  the  Board,”  the  letter 
says. 


The  letter  gives  lengthy  responses  to 
what  the  agency  has  identified  as  four 
major  questions  being  raised  about  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries’  missions  philosophy  and 
action.  Most  of  it  is  a  compilation  of  what 
agency  leaders  have  been  saying  in 
various  forums  the  last  three  months 
(see  UMR,  March  2, 16, 23  and  30) . 

The  main  charges  (in  bold  face)  and 
some  excerpts  of  Global  Ministries’  re¬ 
sponse  are: 

(1)  Global  Ministries’  emphasis  has 
shifted  away  from  the  deployment  of  full¬ 
time  U.S.  missionaries  evidenced  by  the 
declining  numbers  over  the  past  two  de¬ 
cades. 

One  sign  of  effective  mission,  the  letter 
says,  is  the  existence  of  strong,  self-re¬ 
liant  and  evangelistic  churches.  Such 
churches  are  found  in  every  country  to 
which  Global  Ministries  is  related. 

(2)  Global  Ministries  expresses  little 
interest  in  developing  new  areas  of  work 
focusing  upon  the  proclamation  of  the 
Gospel. 

The  letter  says  of  the  estimated  1.25 
to  2.4  billion  “unreached”  people  who  are 
outside  the  influence  of  a  Christian  con¬ 
gregation,  many  are  in  closed  countries 
in  which  no  Christian  witness  at  all  can 
be  borne,  except  almost  in  secret,  by  the 
few  indigenous  Christians  in  such  coun¬ 
tries.  The  role  of  churches  like  the  UMC 
must  be  the  strengthening  of  the  small 
indigenous  Christian  communities  to  as¬ 
sume  the  evangelizing  task  in  the  vast 
areas  where  U.S.  personnel  may  not 
enter. 

There  is  still  an  evangelistic  task  for 
U.S.  personnel  in  collaboration  with 
Christians  overseas  where  the  Gospel 
has  not  been  heard  or  heeded.  Global 
Ministries’  division  on  overseas  missions 
has  recently  endorsed  a  new  program 
emphasis  called  “New  Areas  of  Mission 
Involvement.”  The  emphasis  is  upon 
both  geographical  and  cultural  frontiers 
for  missions. 


(3)  Global  Ministries  is  unresponsive 
to  requests  for  missionaries  from  church 
leaders  in  overseas  countries. 

Availability  of  funds  and  personnel 
with  the  required  skills  determines  the 
response  to  requests  for  missionaries. 
Two-thirds  of  the  total  annual  budget  of 
the  World  Division  is  used  in  missionary 
support. 

The  World  Division  has  62  carefully- 
prepared  requests  for  missionaries 
which  are  awaiting  funding. 

(4)  Global  Ministries'  philosophy  of 
mission  has  turned  away  from  its  Wes¬ 
leyan  roots  by  embracing  liberation  the¬ 
ologies  and  causes  which  are  unfairly 
critical  of  established  social  and  political 
authority. 

The  denomination’s  “Book  of  Discip¬ 
line”  clearly  affirms  Global  Ministries’ 
Wesleyan  roots  emphasizing  personal 
salvation  and  social  responsibility,  the 
letter  states. 

The  Global  Ministries  response  was 
written  by  a  task  force  of  directors  ap¬ 
pointed  at  last  month’s  Global  Ministries 
directors’  meeting  by  the  agency's  presi¬ 
dent,  Bishop  Jesse  R.  DeWitt  of  Chicago. 

Members  of  the  task  force  (and  their 
annual  conferences)  are:  Marilyn  Win¬ 
ters,  convenor  (Pacific  and  Southwest), 
Sharon  Brown  Christopher  (Wisconsin), 
David  M.  Finch  (Southern  New  Jersey), 
Kenneth  H.  Plummer  Sr.  (Central 
Pennsylvania),  Reginald  W.  Ponder 
(North  Carolina),  Alvin  Seals  (Ken¬ 
tucky),  Gayle  Shearman  (California- 
Nevada)  and  John  E.  Stumbo  (Kansas 
East). 


Palm  Sunday  to  be  observed 


Ushers  will  hand  out  palm  leaves  in  many  churches 
during  Palm  Sunday  services  April  15.  The  annual 
observance  takes  its  beginnings  from  the  story  recorded 
in  John  12:12-13:  “The  next  day  a  great  crowd  who  had 
come  to  the  feast  heard  that  Jesus  was  coming  to 


Jerusalem.  So  they  took  branches  of  palm  trees  and 
went  out  to  meet  him,  crying,  ‘Hosanna!  Blessed  be  he 
who  comes  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  even  the  King  of 
Israel!’  ” 
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Petitions  total  lags  behind  1 980 


By  ROBERT LEAR 
SAN  JOSE,  Cal.  (UMNS)  -  In  1980, 
petitions  for  action  by  United 


Methodism’s  top  legislative  body  often 
were  taken  from  the  post  office  at  the 
rate  of  two  or  three  mailbags  a  day.  For 


Heredity  ‘manipulation’  debated 

UM-related  school  sponsors  symposium  on  genetics 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

GEORGETOWN,  Texas  —  Genetic  en¬ 
gineering  is  not  just  an  academic  issue 
for  Doug  Thompson. 

A  senior,  majoring  in  biology  at  United 
Methodist-related  Southwestern  Univer¬ 
sity  ihere,  Doug  knows  that  as  a  profes¬ 
sional  scientist  he  likely  will  face  some 
moral  dilemmas  raised  by  recent  ad¬ 
vances  in  genetic  research  —  including 
the  possibility  of  changing  human  hered¬ 
ity. 

“I’m  in  favor  of  genetic  experimenta¬ 
tion,”  the  thoughtful  student  said  during 
a  break  at  a  campus-wide  symposium  on 
“molecular  cloning”  held  March  22-23. 
[But  he  wondered  out  loud:  “How  far  can 
we  go  before  it  becomes  bad?  ’  ’ 

For  an  answer  he  could  turn  to  Nobel 
Prize-winning  scientist.  Dr.  Paul  Berg, 
who  said  that  genetic  experimentation 
does  not  pose  a  threat  to  future  genera¬ 
tions. 

Dr.  Berg  was  co-leader  on  the  South¬ 
western  University  Campus  of  this 
year’s  Brown  Symposium  which  intro¬ 
duced  participants  to  a  basic  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  “genetic  revolution”  and  its 
impact  on  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of 
human  disease. 


‘Ban’  efforts  not  needed 

Dr.  Berg  said  that  attempts  by  some 
religious  leaders  to  ban  efforts  to  change 
the  genetic  structure  of  human  reproduc¬ 
tive  cells  are  “unnecessary.”  He  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  resolution  signed  last  June  by 
59  religious  leaders  from  diverse  tradi¬ 
tions  which  called  for  a  cessation  of  ex¬ 
perimentation  on  the  human  “germ-Y-.l°w)- 
line,”  i.e.,  the  cells  which  transmit 
human  heredity  from  one  generation  to 
another.  (See  UMR  news  story  July  8, 

1983,  and  related  editorial  July  15, 1983. ) 

Even  if  geneticists  could  alter  the 
germline  —  which  they  cannot,  said  Dr. 

Berg  —  they  would  have  little  interest  in 
doing  so.  Genetic  engineering  of  the 
reproductive  cells,  he  said,  would  be  a 
very  inefficient  way  to  cure  hereditary 
diseases  such  as  sickle  cell  anemia  and 
Tay  Sachs  disease. 

Dr.  Berg  said  it  is  more  likely  that 
genetic  researchers  eventually  will  learn 
how  to  activate  the  “switches”  in  human 
genes  believed  to  control  the  body’s 
natural  ability  to  avoid  certain  diseases, 
including  cancer  and  heart  disease. 

Dr.  Berg  also  said  that  some  church 
leaders  who  signed  the  call  for  a  ban  on 
human  germline  experimentation  have 
since  reconsidered  their  position.  He  said 


that  the  person  who  coordinated  the 
drafting  and  signing  of  the  resolution, 
Jeremy  Rifkin,  did  so  for  unspecified 
“political  reasons,”  and  that  the  national 
attention  given  the  event  by  the  news 
media  unnecessarily  heightened  public 
fears  about  the  nature  and  purpose  of 
genetic  research  (see  related  story  be- 


‘Listening  post’  needed 

“We  don’t  need  a  moratorium  of  the 
type  the  religious  leaders  called  for,”  Dr. 
Berg  said.  “But  we  do  need  a  ‘listening 
post’  for  developments  in  the  field  to 
keep  society  informed”  about  advances 
in  genetics.  He  said  he  supports  federal 
legislation  introduced  by  Rep.  Albert  C. 
Gore  (D-Tenn.)  calling  for  a  monitoring 
committee  composed  of  scientists  and 
non-scientists. 

Such  a  committee,  said  Dr.  Berg, 
would  provide  the  necessary  “lead  time" 
to  anticipate  emerging  problems  —  ethi¬ 
cal  and  moral  as  well  as  technical  —  re¬ 
sulting  from  new  findings  in  genetics. 

Asked  where  he  received  guidance  in 
making  ethical  judgments  in  his  own  re¬ 
search,  Dr.  Berg  said  “from  inside  — 
from  my  conscience.” 

Regarded  by  many  as  the  “father  of 


People  in  the  news  . . . 

Church  gets  lots  more  than  hog  feed  from  banjo  champ 


When  Mike  Snider  plays  for  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Gleason, 
Tenn.,  his  music  has  a  familiar  twang. 

Mr.  Snider,  a  23-year-old  member  of 
First  UMC,  plays  the  banjo  and  the  har¬ 
monica  and  is  accompanied  by  his 


mother,  Rubye,  on  the  organ. 

More  people  may  know  Mr.  Snider  as 
the  1983-84  National  Bluegrass  Banjo 
Pickin’  Champion.  He  competed  in 
Winfield,  Kansas,  where  years  of  play¬ 
ing  and  practicing  paid  off. 


Banjo  pickin'  champion 
Mike  Snider 


“When  I  was  15  my  father  bought  a 
Flatt  and  Scruggs  record.  I  told  my 
father  I  just  had  to  have  a  banjo,  and  he 
bought  me  one  for  my  16th  birthday. 

“It  didn’t  come  easy  for  me.  I’d 
practice  four,  sometimes  eight  hours  a 
day  —  before  breakfast,  before  I'd 
catch  the  school  bus,  then  after  school 
before  I  fed  the  hogs  and  before  bed¬ 
time.  But  even  though  I  put  in  a  lot  of 
work,  I  know  that  all  the  good  that’s 
happened  to  me,  has  happened  because 
of  the  Lord.” 

“Mike’s  very  much  a  part  of  the 
church  here,”  the  Rev.  Stan  Waldon. 
pastor  of  First  UMC,  said.  “He’s  al¬ 
ways  willing  to  share  his  talent  with  the 
church.  He’s  very  committed  and  does 
a  good  witness  for  his  Lord.  " 

For  winning  the  National  Bluegrass 
Banjo  Pickin’  Championship  Mr. 
Snider  was  given  the  chance  in  January 
to  debut  at  the  Grand  01’  Opry  in  Nash¬ 
ville.  Most  of  his  hometown  of  Gleason 
went  to  hear  him  play,  and  they  received 
complimentary  tickets  from  the  Opry. 

“About  2,000  people  from  this  area 
went,"  Mr.  Snider  said.  “It’s  about  130 
miles  from  here  to  Nashville,  and  it  took 
nine  buses  and  quite  a  few  cars  to  get 
everybody  up  there.  I  wish  I  could  have 
seen  them  buses  going  up  the  highway." 

Mr.  Snider’s  not  sure  what  will  hap¬ 
pen  now  with  his  music.  He’s  just  wait¬ 
ing  on  the  Lord  and  praying,  he  said, 
and  playing  at  a  few  rural  churches  in 
the  meantime. 

And  the  new-found  fame  has  shaken 
up  his  life  a  bit. 

“I’m  supposed  to  sell  hog  feed  for  a 
living,  but  I’ve  been  messing  with  my 
pickin’  so  much,  I  ain’t  sold  much  feed 
lately,”  he  said  with  a  laugh. 

-  SUSAN  MILLIKEN 


genetic  engineering,”  Dr.  Berg  was 
awarded  the  Nobel  Prize  in  chemistry  for 
his  pioneering  work  with  recombinant 
DNA.  In  1971  he  became  the  first  to  splice 
DNA  —  deoxyribonucleic  acid  —  from 
different  species,  thus  paving  the  way  for 
repairing  defective  genes.  DNA  mole- 
.  cules  were  described  by  Dr.  Berg  as  a 
“repository  of  genetic  information” 
which  controls  the  development  of  pro¬ 
teins  needed  for  the  formation  of  life. 

Massive  changes  predicted 

The  symposium’s  other  co-leader  was 
Dr.  Michael  Brown,  professor  of  genetics 
at  the  University  of  Texas  Health 
Science  Center  in  Dallas.  He  said  that  the 
current  “genetic  revolution”  will  change 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  the  21st  cen¬ 
tury  just  as  antibiotics  changed  it  in  the 
20th 

Dr.  Brown  pointed  out  that  every  per¬ 
son  is  a  carrier  of  at  least  six  genetic-re¬ 
lated  diseases  among  the  nearly  600 
which  have  been  identified.  Three  per¬ 
cent  of  all  hospital  admissions,  he  con¬ 
tinued,  are  due  to  some  form  of  “single 
gene  disorder.” 

Both  Dr.  Berg  and  Dr.  Brown  em¬ 
phasized  that  the  increasing  availability 
of  genetic  information  inevitably  may  af¬ 
fect  the  way  people  live  and  plan  their 
lives.  In  the  process,  new  moral  dilem¬ 
mas  will  arise  for  which  neither  science 
nor  religion  has  predetermined  answers, 
they  agreed. 

6Ban’  backer 
won’t  let  up 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON  -  Jeremy  Rifkin,  who 
last  year  organized  support  for  a  resolu¬ 
tion  which  called  upon  Congress  to  halt 
attempts  to  engineer  specific  genetic 
traits  into  the  human  gene  pool,  defended 
the  need  for  such  a  ban  despite  recent  re¬ 
marks  to  the  contrary  by  genetic  scien¬ 
tists,  Dr.  Paul  Berg  (see  related  story 
above). 

Scientists  “have  been  holding  sym¬ 
posia  on  the  subject  for  20  years,"  said 
Mr.  Rifkin,  who  is  director  of  the 
Foundation  on  Economic  Trends  located 
here.  He  added: 

“It’s  a  little  disingenuous  for  them  to 
say  ‘it’s  too  advanced,  we  can’t  do  it’  as 
Dr.  Berg  suggested.  Why  have  they  been 
doing  germline  experimentation  on  ani¬ 
mals?  When  will  the  ‘magic  moment’ 
come  when  someone  decides  it’s  O.K.  to 
do  it  on  humans?” 

Mr.  Rifkin  said  that  “when  it  can  be 
done,  it  will  be  done”  because  there  is 
nothing  in  the  "situation  ethics  of  the  sci¬ 
entific  community”  to  prevent  it  from  oc¬ 
curring. 

Asked  about  Dr.  Berg’s  allegation  that 
some  religious  leaders  who  signed  the 
resolution  calling  for  a  ban  had  since 
changed  their  minds,  Mr.  Rifkin  stated 
that  no  one  has  asked  to  have  their  name 
removed.  According  to  Mr.  Rifkin,  one 
signer  acknowledged  afterwards  that  he 
“had  not  done  his  homework”  on  the  sub¬ 
ject.  Another,  said  Mr.  Rifkin,  stated 
that  he  had  signed  the  resolution  largely 
to  promote  public  debate  on  the  issue. 

Neither  person  was  available  for  com¬ 
ment.  -STEPHEN  SWECKER 


the  1984  General  Conference,  the  quanti¬ 
ty  has  been  reduced  to  the  same  number 
of  smaller  cartons  per  day. 

While  the  exact  number  of  individual 
petitions  still  was  not  available  by  the 
end  of  March,  both  estimates  of  confer¬ 
ence  officials  and  the  rate  of  arrival  sug¬ 
gest  the  total  likely  will  be  substantially 
less  than  the  approximately  20,000  of  four 
years  ago.  Earlier,  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Holt, 
conference  secretary,  estimated  it  could 
be  as  much  as  one  quarter  less,  or  about 
15,000  in  all. 

The  exact  number  will  not  be  available 
until  the  conference  opens  May  1  in  Balti¬ 
more.  Dorothy  Jordan,  office  manager 
for  the  Rev.  Newell  P.  Knudson,  petitions 
secretary,  said  here  March  30  that  not 
only  is  the  total  expected  to  be  less,  but 
there  also  were  fewer  arriving  after  the 
deadline  of  a  March  2  postmark. 

For  the  first  time  this  year,  a  computer 
is  being  used  to  number  the  petitions, 
grouping  all  those  that  are  identical,  or 
virtually  so,  into  one  entry  and  relate 
them  to  the  appropriate  paragraph  in 
“The  Book  of  Discipline  1980.”  The 
numbered  entries  then  are  assigned  to 
one  of  the  General  Conference’s  10  legis¬ 
lative  committees. 

Church  and  Society  has  most 

The  greatest  number  of  entries  for  any 
one  legislative  committee,  Mrs.  Jordan 
said,  was  the  approximately  950  assigned 
to  Church  and  Society  by  the  end  of 
March.  She  was  not  able  to  provide  im¬ 
mediately  a  number  of  how  many  indivi¬ 
dual  petitions  the  950  separate  entries 
represented. 

The  next  highest  number  of  entries  is 
about  750  for  the  legislative  committee 
on  Ordained  and  Diaconal  Ministry, 
There  are  almost  400  entries  for  the  legis¬ 
lative  committee  on  Discipleship.  about 
360  in  the  Local  Church  committee,  and 
328  in  Financial  Administration. 

Of  the  950  groups  of  petitions  assigned 
to  the  Church  and  Society  committee, 
Mrs.  Jordan  said  the  greatest  number 
deal  with  the  issues  of  homosexuality  and 
abortion. 

Here,  as  in  the  case  of  a  number  of 
other  subjects,  the  quantity  of  petitions 
reflects  to  a  substantial  degree  the  ef¬ 
forts  made  by  the  “Good  News”  evan¬ 
gelical  caucus  in  behalf  of  issues  in  which 
the  caucus  has  a  particular  interest. 


Consequently,  the  bulk  of  the  petitions 
on  homosexuality  call  for  no  change  in 
the  present  Social  Principles  statement 
which  says  that  while  homosexuals  are 
persons  of  “sacred  worth,”  the  church 
does  not  condone  the  practice,  and  holds 
it  “incompatible  with  Christian  teach¬ 
ing.”  (See  related  editorial  and  other 
articles  on  page  2.) 

On  abortion,  toughening  of  the  church’s 
present  stance  is  advocated.  The  current 
position  calls  for  a  decision  to  be  made 
by  the  parties  involved  after  "thought¬ 
ful  and  prayerful  consideration.” 

Likewise,  the  greater  number  of  the 
petitions  assigned  to  the  legislative  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  ministry  deal  more  with 
personal  qualifications  than  orders  of 
ministry.  Specifically,  the  majority  of 
the  petitions  supports  a  clear  prohibition 
on  ordination  or  appointment  of  a  prac¬ 
ticing  homosexual. 

Of  the  almost  400  entries  assigned  to 
the  Discipleship  committee,  Ms.  Jordan 
said,  the  bulk  are  on  the  issue  of  “in¬ 
clusive  language,”  with  the  majority  of 
these  opposed  to  many  recommendations 
coming  from  a  denomination-wide  study 
committee. 

Of  the  approximately  200  entries  as¬ 
signed  to  the  Global  Ministries  commit¬ 
tee,  a  substantial  number  deal  with  the 
issue  of  accountability  by  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  the  church 
and  authorizing  the  recently-established 
independent  missions  sending  agency  to 
receive  money  from  local  churches  (see 
related  article  on  this  page ) . 

For  most  of  the  first  week  the  1,000 
delegates  in  Baltimore  will  study  and  de¬ 
bate  the  issues  raised  and  then  send  to 
the  plenary  sessions  specific  proposals 
for  approval  or  rejection.  Out  of  that  ac¬ 
tion  will  come  the  denomination’s  stand 
on  the  issues  for  another  four  years. 
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and  discover  why  “reading  Frederick 
Buechner  is  evocative  and  life-giving.” 

—The  Christian  Century 
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Delegates  face  decisions  on  world  ‘hot  spots’ 


APRIL  13,  1984 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

One  of  the  tasks  awaiting  General 
Conference  delegates  in  Baltimore  May 
1  is  deciding  what  they  will  pledge  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  say  and  do 
about  the  plight  of  persons  in  several  of 
the  world’s  hot  spots. 

Human  rights  of  persons  in  such 
places  as  the  Philippines,  Cuba,  China, 
Korea  and  Central  America  are  the 
subject  of  numerous  proposals  the  dele¬ 
gates  will  consider. 

Their  decisions  likely  will  come 
under  intense  public  scrutiny.  Severe 
criticisms  of  the  stances  of  some  UM 
general  agencies  on  international  issues 
were  hurled  a  year  ago  by  TV’s  “60 
Minutes,"  the  Readers  Digest  and 
“watchdog"  groups  like  the  Washing¬ 
ton-based  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy  tIRD). 

General  Conferences  seldom  shrink 
from  dealing  with  important  inter¬ 
national  issues  just  because  they  might 
prove  controversial.  The  denomina¬ 
tion’s  “Book  of  Resolutions’’  is  filled 
with  such  statements. 

Resolutions,  once  adopted,  continue 
as  denominational  policy  unless  they 
are  rescinded  or  amended  by  a 
succeeding  General  Conference.  Along 
with  the  Social  Principles,  they  repre¬ 
sent  the  only  official  stances  of  the 
whole  denomination  on  issues.  Even  so, 
they  are  not  claimed  to  represent  the 
opinions  of  all  United  Methodists  or  to 
dictate  what  United  Methodists  should 
think.  They  are  used  as  “teaching 
tools”  and  to  provide  framework  for  the 
activities  of  general  agencies. 


General  Conference 
Issues:  Part  XIV 


Traditionally,  a  leading  influence  on 
delegates  has  been  the  two  general 
agencies  with  special  responsibilities 
on  international  issues  —  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  and  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

A  new  proposer  of  resolutions  on  inter¬ 
national  issues  this  year  is  an  unofficial 
group  called  United  Methodists  for  Re¬ 
ligious  Liberty  and  Human  Rights.  It  is  a 
committee  of  the  IRD  which  itself  was 
formed  since  the  last  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  1980.  It  monitors  mainline 
Protestant  statements  and  actions  on 
international  issues.  The  group’s  pro¬ 
posals  often  are  framed  in  direct  re¬ 
action  to  those  of  church  agencies, 
sometimes  using  much  of  the  same 
language  but  adding  elements. 

Among  proposed  new  resolutions  (most 


of  them  lengthy)  are  these  excerpts: 

Afghanistan 

The  denomination’s  present  official 
stance  was  adopted  in  1980  and  urged 
immediate  withdrawal  of  Soviet  forces 
from  Afghanistan. 

The  IRD’s  religious  liberty  group  pro¬ 
poses  a  replacement  statement  which 
would  “instruct  our  UM  agencies  and 
leaders"  to  exert  every  effort  possible 
to  mobilize  international  public  opinion 
calling  for  the  immediate  uncondi¬ 
tional  withdrawal  of  the  Soviet  Union’s 
military  forces  and  to  call  for  a  United 
Nations-supervised  negotiation  leading 
to  self-determination  for  Afghanistan. 

Arab-Israeli  conflict 

The  Boards  of  Global  Ministries  and 
of  Church  and  Society  propose  that  the 
denomination  urge  United  Methodists, 
UM  congregations  and  UM  agencies  to 
press  all  governments  outside  the  Mid¬ 
east  to  cease  funding  “the  militariza¬ 
tion"  of  any  nation  there.  The  pro¬ 
posal  would  ask  United  Methodists 
to  resist  simplistic  theologies  that 
either  support  Israel  uncritically  or 
deny  God’s  covenant  with  the  Jews;  to 
reject  stereotypes  of  Jews  and  Arabs, 
and  to  encourage  Holy  Land  tours  to  in¬ 
clude  the  perspectives  of  both  Israelis 
and  Palestinians. 

Central  America 

A  Global  Ministries  resolution  would 
call  on  the  U.S.  to  stop  imposing  its  own 
political  and  economic  system  on  the 
region;  to  cease  military  aid  to  para¬ 


military  groups  (such  as  rebels  in 
Nicaragua)  and  to  seek  non-military 
solutions  to  conflicts.  It  would  en¬ 
courage  UM  churches  to  provide 
“sanctuary”  —  illegal  under  U.S.  laws 
—  to  refugees  from  the  region. 

The  IRD's  religious  liberty  group  pro¬ 
posed  a  resolution  that  calls  for  a  nego¬ 
tiated  settlement  of  hostilities  in  Cen¬ 
tral  America  which  would  include :  ( 1 ) 
termination  of  all  support  to  “death 
squad,"  terrorist  and  guerrilla  groups 
from  outside  sources;  (2)  a  cessation  of 
military  aid  from  all  outside  sources  to 
factions  or  movements  struggling 
against  existing  governments  (such  as 
those  in  El  Salvador,  Nicaragua  and 
Guatemala);  (3)  an  agreement  by  all 
Central  American  governments  to  en¬ 
sure  human  rights,  freedom  of  religion 
and  competitive  elections. 

China  and  Taiwan 

Resolutions  from  Global  Ministries 
would  have  the  denomination  state  its 
support  for  the  one  Protestant  and  one 
Catholic  church  which  are  officially 
recognized  by  the  government  of  China. 

The  resolution  also  would  oppose  the 
sale  of  U.S.  military  equipment  to 
China  and  call  on  the  U.S.  to  work  to¬ 
ward  cessation  of  arms  sales  to 
Taiwan.  It  would  declare  “our  continu¬ 
ing  concern  regarding  the  human  rights 
of  all  people"  in  China  and  Taiwan. 

The  IRD’s  religious  liberty  group  pro¬ 
posal  expresses  concern  about  per¬ 
secution  of  an  estimated  25  to  50  million 
Chinese  Christians  who  attempt  to  wor¬ 
ship  in  house  churches  and  other  groups 
not  sanctioned  by  the  government.  The 


statement  would  pledge  the  UMC’s 
support  in  providing  literature  and  en¬ 
couraging  radio  broadcasts  to  “those 
Chinese  Christians  who  desire  them.” 

Common  heritage 

The  Boards  of  Global  Ministries  and 
Church  and  Society  propose  that  the 
denomination  declare  that  the  earth’s 
resources  belong  to  all  humanity  and 
should  be  developed  and  preserved  for 
the  benefit  of  all— and  for  future  genera¬ 
tions.  Specifically  mentioned  are  air, 
water,  seabed  minerals,  “genetic  varia¬ 
bility"  of  plants  and  animals,  the  moon, 
outer  space  and  Antarctica. 

Cuba 

The  Board  of  Church  and  Society  pro¬ 
poses  a  resolution  that  would  have  the 
denomination  petition  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  to  lift  its  economic  embargo 
against  Cuba  and  enter  into  nego¬ 
tiations  with  the  Cuban  government  for 
the  purpose  of  resuming  diplomatic 
relations. 

The  IRD’s  religious  liberty  group  is 
asking  that  improvements  in  Cuba’s 
“deplorable”  human  rights  and  reli¬ 
gious  liberty  situation  be  a  requirement 
for  normalized  U.S.  relations. 

Korea 

The  two  UM  general  agencies  are 
proposing  that  the  denomination  ask 
the  U.S.  to  stop  supporting  the  “re¬ 
pressive"  government  in  South  Korea 
and  to  back  those  struggling  for 
democracy.  Both  Koreas  —  North  and 
South  —  are  asked  to  restore  represen¬ 
tative  government. 


The  Philippines 

Both  UM  agencies  also  are  asking 
that  all  governments  be  requested  to 
withhold  economic  and  military  assis¬ 
tance  from  the  current  Marcos  govern¬ 
ment  so  long  as  it  continues  to  violate 
human  rights. 

Religious  liberty 

The  denomination  has  an  official 
stance  on  "Democracy  and  Religious 
Freedom"  that  says  all  peoples  should 
have  democratic  rights  to  choose  their 
own  governments  and  to  exercise  free¬ 
dom  of  expression,  association  and 
religious  practices. 

The  IRD’s  religious  liberty  group  is 
proposing  a  replacement  resolution 
that  would  include  those  points  but  also 
would  define  religious  liberty  as  includ¬ 
ing  freedom  to  <1)  worship,  (2)  to  main¬ 
tain  social  outrpqch  institutions,  (3)  to 
make  and  acquire  religious  articles  and 
materials,  (4)  to  publish  and  dis¬ 
seminate  publications,  (5)  to  teach 
one’s  children,  (6)  to  promulgate  reli¬ 
gious  beliefs  to  others  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  (7)  to  solicit  voluntary 
financial  contributions,  (8)  to  speak  to 
and  influence  other  social  institutions  of 
society,  (9)  to  train  and  designate  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  free  from  government 
interference,  (10)  to  observe  days  of 
rest  and  religious  holidays,  (11)  to 
maintain  communication  in  matters  of 
religion  at  the  national  and  inter¬ 
national  levels. 

The  resolution  would  commit  the 
UMC  to  “reach  out  to  those  brave  souls 
who  refuse  to  succumb  to  the  state’s 
efforts  to  control  and  subjugate  them." 


Reporter  announces  major  staff  changes 


Freeborn  Garretson  ministry  traced 
MADISON,  N.J.  —  The  life  and  travels  of  American  Methodist  pioneer 
father  the  Rev.  Freeborn  Garrettson  have  been  chronicled  in  a  new  book  by 
the  Rev.  Robert  Drew  Simpson,  pastor  of  Chatham  UMC  near  here.  Dr. 
Simpson,  a  trustee  of  Drew  University,  relied  primarily  on  manuscripts 
preserved  in  the  UM  Archives  and  History  Center  on  the  Drew  campus, 
including  Garretson’s  journals  shown  here.  DREVV  university  photo 


DALLAS  (UMR)  —  One  top-level  job 
title  change  and  two  staff  additions  for 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter  were  an¬ 
nounced  last  week  by  the  newspaper’s 
Editor-General  Manager,  the  Rev.  Spur¬ 
geon  M.  Dunnam  III. 

The  Rev.  Daniel  J.  Louis  has  been 
named  Director  of  Operations  and  Per¬ 
sonnel,  effective  immediately.  This  new 
position  gives  Mr.  Louis  primary  respon¬ 
sibility  for  overseeing  and  coordinating 
the  Reporter’s  day-to-day  operations. 
Those  operations  include  production  of 
special  editions  each  week  for  40  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  and  more 
than  350  local  churches.  They  also  in¬ 
clude  production  of  publications  for  var¬ 
ious  denominations  and  the  operation  of 
Religious  News  Service,  which  the  Re¬ 
porter  acquired  last  year. 

Mr.  Louis,  45,  will  continue  to  function 
as  a  part. of  the  Reporter’s  editorial  de¬ 
partment  with  the  rank  of  associate  edi¬ 
tor. 

Susan  L.  Carroll,  29,  joined  the  Report¬ 
er’s  editorial  staff  in  late  March  as  a 
staff  writer.  A  native  of  Tallahassee, 
Fla.,  she  is  a  journalism  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Mississippi  and  for  the  past 
six  years  was  Lifestyle  Editor  for  the 
Northeast  Mississippi  Daily  Journal  in 
Tupelo,  Miss. 

Before  moving  to  Dallas,  Ms.  Carroll 
was  on  the  administrative  board  of  the 


Aged  ‘journals’  provide  insights 


By  if  ALTER  N.  VERNON 
“I  ...  used  to  resort  (to  reading 
Wesley’s  life  or  writings)  whenever 
sickness  and  languor  made  me  feel  the 
want  of  an  old  friend,  of  whose  company  I 
could  never  be  tired  .  .  .  How  often  have  I 
argued  .  .  .  questioned,  remonstrated, 
been  peevish  .  .  .  then  again  listened,  and 
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Writer 


CLASSIFIED 


COMING  TO  OUR  NATION'S  CAPITAL'’  Visit 
great  church  in  the  heart  of  Washington  .  .  .  M_. 
Vernon  PI.  United  Methodist.  900  Massachusetts 
Avenue.  N.W.  Worship  service  11:00  a.m.  Sunday, 
special  Bicentennial  displays,  telephone  202-347-9620. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  IN  A  1.300-MEMBER 

CHURCH  for  full  time  Director  of  Music  and 
Organist.  Salary  negotiable.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O.  Box  626.  Carlsbad.  NM  88221.  phone 
(505)885-3142 


BELMONT  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  IN 
NASHVILLE,  Tennessee  is  seeking  a  person  for  part 
time  employment  as  Educational  Assistant  for 
Youth  and  Young  Adult  Ministries.  Interested 
persons  may  contact  Richard  Isbell.  Belmont  United 
Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  120098.  Nashville, 
Tennessee 37212.  (615)  383-0832 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  AND  EDUCATION  FOR 
growing  830-member  church  in  Andrews.  Texas 
Music  responsibilities  include  chancel  choir,  youth 
choirs  and  handbell  choir  Education  responsibilities 
include  growth  and  renewal  of  Church  School.  Salary 
to  be  discussed  Please  contact  Rev  Milton  Jochetz, 
311  N.E.  2nd.  Andrews.  Texas  79714  or  phone  915-523- 
9854 


FULL-TIME  D.C.E.  IN  1.900-MEMBER  FIRST  Unit¬ 

ed  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria,  LA.  Position 
available  June  1,  1984.  Masters  degree  in  Christian 
Education  or  equivalent  degree  Salary  negotiable 
based  on  experience,  education  and  specific  skills 
Send  resume  and  references  to  Dr  Tracy  Arnold, 
2727  Jackson  St.,  Alexandria.  LA  71301. 


FULL-TIME  D  C  E.  900-member  church.  Available 

April  1.  1984  Master’s.  Christian  Education  pre¬ 
ferred.  Salary  negotiable  Contact:  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  225  East  Arrow,  Marshall. 
Missouri  65340 


cried  Right!  Excellent!”  The  writer  of 
these  lines  was  Robert  T.  Coleridge, 
English  writer  and  critic. 

If  you  or  I  also  read  John  Wesley’s 
“Journal”  or  “Letters"  we  may  have 
the  same  experience.  Or  we  may  find,  as 
Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler  puts  it,  that  Wesley 
was  “hard-driving,  yet  also  sensitive; 
self-disciplined,  yet  also  intensely 
emotional  ;  opinionated,  yet  also  curious  ; 
open  to  counsel,  yet  impervious  to  pres¬ 
sure;  brusque  with  bad  faith,  yet  also  tol¬ 
erant  of  contrary  opinions." 

Of  course,  few  of  us  are  as  perceptive 
as  Dr.  Outler,  but,  within  limits,  some  of 
us  may  gain  comparable  knowledge  of 
John  Dreisbach  of  the  Evangelical 
Association  from  his  “Journal";  of 
Christian  Newcomer  of  the  United 
Brethren  from  his  “Life  and  Journal"; 
and  of  John  Scott,  Methodist  Protestant, 
from  his  “Recollections  of  Fifty  Years 


Bicentennial  Methodist  Heritage 

England.  John  St.  &  Lovely  Lane  in  USA 
Sept.  6  —  15  days 
British  and  Ohio  Methodist  leaders 
Dr.  Austin  Whitmore  5280  Freedom  Ridge 

Columbus.  OH  43230  (614)471-1449 


1876  Kmi  $c  i^staurant 

Serving  Christ  Through  Service  to  Our  Fellow  Man. 

Our  goal  is  to  serve  God  through  special  feel  for  serving  church 
excellence  in  business  We  will  be 
happy  to  make  your  reservations 
to  the  Great  Passion  Play  or  at  any 
of  our  other  fine  family  attractions 
We  dedicate  ourselves  to  being 
affordable,  capable  and  to  giving 
quality,  personal  service  in  our  Inn 
and  Restaurant  We  want  to  serve 
your  family  or  group  and  we  have  a 
_  Come 


groups  Like  you,  we  have  made  a 
commitment  to  Jesus  Christ 
Stay  with  us  for  less 


Call  toll  free  outside  Arkansas 

1  800-643-3030. 


Or  write  1876  Inn,  DeptW-1 

Rt  1 ,  Box  247  V 

Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas  72632.  > 

Or  call:  (501)  253-7183.  ' 


t  early  to  see  the  redbud,  dogwood  and  other  beautiful  spring  flowers. 
The  Great  Passion  Play  opens  the  last  Friday  In  ApriL 


Dan  J.  Louis 


in  the  Ministry.” 

Francis  Asbury  was  another  whose 
“Journal"  is  revealing,  inspiring,  infor¬ 
mative.  He  wrote  it  across  many  years  — 
from  August  7,  1771,  just  before  he  sailed 
from  England  to  America,  until 
December  7,  1815,  only  a  few  months 
before  he  died.  It  is  a  veritable  cross- 
section  of  American  manners,  morals, 
and  religious  practices,  as  these  few  ex¬ 
cerpts  reveal: 

“November  17, 1771  ...  I  feel  a  regard 
for  the  people:  and  I  think  the  Americans 
are  more  ready  to  receive  the  word  than 
the  English;  and  to  see  the  poor  Negroes 
so  affected  is  pleasing  .  .  .  and  to  hear 
them  sing  with  cheerful  melody  their 
dear  Redeemer’s  praise,  affected  me 
much,  and  made  me  ready  to  say,  ‘Of  a 
truth  I  perceive  God  is  no  respecter  of 
persons.’  ” 

“May  1,  1778.  The  minds  of  the  people 
are  so  confused,  and  filled  with  the  spirit 
and  troubles  of  the  times,  that  it  does  not 
appear  to  me  as  if  God  required  me  to 
treat  with  them  .  .  .  till  they  can  .  .  .  pay 
attention  to  those  momentous  matters." 

“May  3,  1778.  My  mind  was  strangely 
twisted  and  tortured,  not  knowing  what 
to  do.  " 

“July  17, 1780. 1  spoke  with  liberty  on  I 
Peter  4:18.  There  was  a  melting  among 
the  people;  but  they  are  rich,  and  are  not 
cured  of  the  love  of  money.” 

"August  5, 1798  ...  I  am  under  deep  de¬ 
jection  at  times,  and  distressed  above 
measure  with  the  people  —  they  appear 
to  have  so  little  genuine  religion. .  .  .  here 
.  .  .  are  theatres,  sinners,  blind  priests, 
and  backsliding,  formal  people,  and  mul¬ 
titudes  who  are  gospel -hardened." 

“January  26,  1808.  We  stopped  at 
Staunton  .  .  .  The  company  sometimes 
forced  upon  one  on  the  road  is  dis¬ 
agreeable;  but  it  is  much  worse  in  the 
cabins  crowded  with  men,  women,  and 
children  —  no  place  to  retire  for  reading, 
writing,  or  meditation ..." 

“March  18,  1872.  We  had  a  close  love 
feast,  ...  but  it  is  hard  to  civilize, 
methodize,  and  spiritualize;  sin,  Satan, 
flesh,  and  hell  are  against  us." 

"April,  1792.  I  preached  a  long,  and 
perhaps  a  terrible  sermon,  some  may 
think . . 

"April  23,  1792.  I  found  it  good  to  get  a- 
lone  in  the  woods,  and  converse  with  God." 


First  UMC  in  Tupelo  and  counselor  to 
that  church’s  youth  fellowship.  She  also 
served  as  an  instructor  in  journalism  at 
the  University  of  Mississippi’s  Tupelo 
branch  and,  for  several  months  in  1983, 
traveled  in  Europe,  the  Middle  East  and 
North  Africa. 

Joining  the  staff  June  1  as  an  associate 
editor  will  be  Douglas  F.  Cannon,  an  in¬ 
structor  in  journalism  at  Eastern  Ken¬ 
tucky  University  in  Richmond,  Ky. 

Mr.  Cannon,  30,  has  a  bachelor’s  de¬ 
gree  and  a  master’s  degree  in  journalism 
from  Ohio  State  University  and  a  variety 
of  journalism  experiences.  He  served  4Vfe 
years  as  a  U.S.  Army  information  officer 
at  Fort  Knox  and  retains  the  rank  of  cap¬ 
tain  in  the  Army  reserve. 

Mr.  Cannon  owned  and  operated  the 
Sellersburg  (Ind.)  Star  in  1980-82,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  year  on  the  journalism  faculty 
at  the  University  of  Kentucky  in  Lexing¬ 
ton.  At  present,  he  also  serves  as  corre¬ 
spondent  for  Publishers’  Auxiliary,  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  National  Newspaper  Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Mr.  Cannon  recently  served  as  the 
chief  journalistic  resource  person  for  the 
Reporter’s  annual  gathering  of  editors  of 
conference  editions  of  the  Reporter. 


Susan  Carroll  Douglas  Cannon 

Mr.  Cannon  is  married,  has  one  son,  20 
months,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Virginia 
Avenue  UMC  in  Louisville.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Louisville  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence’s  Communications  Committee. 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  these  two  staff  addi¬ 
tions  resulted  from  an  extensive  national 
search  following  the  resignation  in  Janu¬ 
ary  of  Sharon  Mielke  and  her  replace¬ 
ment  as  the  Reporter’s  Managing  Editor 
by  John  A.  Lovelace.  Mr.  Dunnam  said 
the  paper  expects  to  announce  one  other 
staff  addition  within  the  next  few  weeks 
to  replace  staff  writer  Susan  Milliken, 
who  has  resigned  effective  in  mid-April. 

“I  am  very  pleased  with  the  new  talent 
we  have  been  able  to  locate  and  attract  to 
the  field  of  religious  journalism,”  Mr. 
Dunnam  said.  "With  the  addition  of  Su¬ 
san  Carroll  and  Doug  Cannon  to  our  staff, 
and  the  subsequent  filling  for  the  first 
time  of  a  position  created  last  fall,  the 
Reporter's  writing  staff  should  soon  be 
stronger  than  at  any  other  time  in  its  his¬ 
tory.” 


Mr.  Dunnam  said  that  Mr.  Louis’  pro¬ 
motion  represents  the  formalization  of 
what  has  been  evolving  during  Mr.  Louis’ 
3%  years  on  the  Reporter  staff.  “With  180 
employees  and  combined  operational 
budgets  of  nearly  $7  million  annually, 
there  are  many  more  needs  than  one  gen¬ 
eral  administrator  can  handle.  Mr.  Louis 
has  demonstrated  both  unusual  compe¬ 
tence  in  the  areas  delegated  to  him  and 
unusual  dedication  to  carrying  out  the 
Reporter’s  varied  ministries,”  Mr. 
Dunnam  said. 

Mr.  Louis  is  a  ministerial  member  of 
the  Texas  Annual  Conference.  He  has  a 
journalism  degree  from  Texas  A  &  M 
University,  and  a  degree  in  theology 
from  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU. 


SUMMER  SCHOOL 

in 

California,  Hawaii, 
and  Washington. 

I  ncrease  your  skills,  deepen 
your  faith,  expand  your 
knowledge  —  for  degree 
or  C.E.U.  credits. 

Write  for  catalog  to 

Dean,  Sumintr  Session 
School  ol  Theology  ot  Claremont 
Claremont.  CA  91711-3199 


the  church 
today 

Simplicity  featured 
in  Bicentennial  play 

BRYANTVILLE,  Mass.  -  The  Rev. 
Donald  A.  Williams  has  written  a  Metho¬ 
dist  Bicentennial  play  that  he  says  can 
be  presented  by  just  about  any  church. 
The  “historical  pageant  of  Methodism” 
is  entitled  "A  Witness  to  the  Light." 

"The  play  has  short  sketches  and  quite 
a  bit  of  narration.”  Mr.  Williams  said. 
"It  can  involve  up  to  17  speaking  parts  or 
as  few  as  seven  with  doubling  roles.  Most 
of  the  music  is  from  the  church  hymnal 
and  can  be  performed  with  a  large  choir, 
soloist  or  instrument.” 

The  six  scenes  of  the  play  dramatize 
highlights  in  Methodist  history.  Scripts 
are  available  from  Mr.  Williams  at  Box 
447,  Bryantville,  MA  02327,  at  eight 
copies  for  $12. 

Free  newsletter  started 
for  church  secretaries 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Local  church 
secretaries  will  soon  have  their  own 
quarterly  newsletter  —  and  the  publica¬ 
tion  will  be  free. 

Cokesbury,  the  retail  sales  division  of 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House, 
has  announced  that  a  new  “Church 
Secretary  Newsletter”  will  be  available 
this  spring. 

Purposes  of  the  newsletter  are  to 
provide  personal  enrichment,  promote 
professional  growth,  and  improve  com¬ 
munication  among  church  staffs. 

Any  church  secretary  can  have  his  or 
her  name  added  to  the  mailing  list  by 
writing  Church  Secretary  Newsletter, 
Cokesbury.  Room  248,  P.O.  Box  801, 
Nashville,  TN  37202. 


HEALTH  FOR  ALL  BY  THE  YEAR  2000 


"Health  for  All  by  the  Year  2000"  was  the  goal  adopted 
by  member  states  of  the  United  Nation's  World  Health  Orga¬ 
nization  in  1977.  The  reason  Is  obvious.  Hunger,  disease  and 
sub-standard  living  conditions  are  daily  realities  for  millions 
of  people  around  the  world. 

The  goal  is  grounded  in  the  simple  conviction  that  every 
life  matters  equally.  This  has  a  parallel  in  the  Christian  belief 
that  all  persons  are  created  in  the  image  of  God,  and  are  of 
equal  worth  to  the  Creator. 

Because  it  is  a  way  to  witness  to  Christ's  concern  for  the 
sick  and  suffering,  the  goal  is  an  imperative  for  the  Church. 
No  one  knows  whether  it  will  be  accomplished,  but  the  issues 
behind  it  are  too  important  to  be  ignored.  Health  is  more 
than  a  medical  issue-adequate  food,  pure  water  and  educa¬ 
tion  are  health  factors,  too. 

For  more  than  a  century  our  Church  has  pioneered  in  rais¬ 
ing  the  health  standards  of  people  around  the  world.  The 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Program  Department  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  adopted  the  goal  as 
its  planning  theme  for  the  next  four  years. 

Throughout  the  new  quadrennium  the  Department  will 
provide  education  about  critical  world  health  issues,  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  bring  about  change,  "health  for  all"  program 
models  and  continuing  emphasis  on  the  unmet  needs  of 
special  groups  of  persons. 


& 


Sharing  the  Whole  Gospel  with  the  Whole  World 
GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES 


Crt  CD  O  I 

x  o  m 

X)  X  Z  I 
m  h  | 
<  ^  m 
m  -»  z  o 

TJ  00  >  3 
O  0O3M) 
•JO  -< 


o 

o 

r* 

r~  o 
m  — » 
o  oo 
m 


c 


9 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 

An  edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 


NUMBER  46 


Send  P.0.  Form  3579  to  P.0.  Box  221076,  Dallas.  Tx.  75222 


APRIL  20,  1984 


Foundation  Approves  Five  Grants 


International  Lesson  Series 


The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  approved  grants  of  $13,729  to 
four  institutions  and  the  Program 
Priorities  Fund  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  at  its  Annual  Meeting,  held 
March  27  in  Baton  Rouge.  The  Lafon 
Home  received  $5,000;  People’s 
Community  Center,  $5,000;  Dillard 
Scholarships,  $1,000;  Centenary 
Scholarships,  $1,000;  and  the  Priorities 
Fund,  $1,729.  Dr.  Doug  McGuire  reported 
for  the  Appropriations  Committee. 


J.  Luther  Jordan,  Jr.,  the  Foundation 
Chairman,  presided  over  the  meeting. 
Wayne  Gilmore  gave  the  secretary’s 
report,  and  Thomas  Harrell  reported  on 
the  financial  status  of  the  Foundation. 
The  three  officers,  along  with  Vice 
Chairman  Haynes  Harkey,  were  re¬ 
elected  after  the  Nominations 
Committee  recommendation,  presented 
by  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  was 
unanimously  accepted. 


Legislative  Liaison  Committee 
Dealing  With  State  Issues 


By  JOE  WOOD  GUIDRY 
Legislative  Consultant 

;  The  Purpose  Statement  of  the 
Legislative  Liaison  Committee  says : 

“The  Purpose  of  the  Legislative 
Liaison  Committee  shall  be  to  bear 
faithful  witness  to  the  Christian  concerns 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  as  they 
impact  the  issues  faced  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
“The  committee  shall  monitor 
legislative  activity  of  particular  concern 
to  United  Methodists  and  inform  the 
Church,  its  appropriate  agencies,  and  its 
people,  of  the  significant  legislative 
issues,  confronting  the  Christian  com¬ 
munity  and  the  people  of  Louisiana, 

“The  committee  shall  seek  to  involve 
clergy  and  laity  in  addressing  these 
issues,  channeling  the  faith  and  expertise 
of  concerned  individuals  and  agencies 
toward  a  faithful  witness  and  a 
■constructive  resolution  of  the  issues. 

“The  committee  shall  communicate 
the  position  of  the  United  Methodist 
■Church  and  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  to  the  Legislature,  facilitate 
the  witness  of  others,  and  when 
appropriate,  initiate  legislation  designed 
to  effect  positive  social  change  in 
response  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ." 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  a 
long  history  of  concern  for  social  justice. 
Its  members  have  often  taken  forthright 
positions  on  controversial  issues 
involving  Christian  principles.  Early, 
Methodists  expressed  their  opposition  to 
the  slave  trade,  to  smuggling,  and  to  the 
cruel  treatment  of  prisoners. 

The  Legislative  Liaison  Committee  is  a 
committee  of  the  Council  on  Ministries, 
for  the  express  purpose  of  becoming 
involved  in  state  politics  and  letting  our 
legislators  know  of  our  most  prominent 
areas  of  concern,  such  as  education 
foster  care,  day  care,  gambling,  capital 
punishment,  etc. 

.  This  committee  was  established  with 
Rev.  Fred  Shirley  as  Chairperson  and 
other  persons  representing  various 
Conference  Boards  and  Institutions  of 
the  Church. 


Colored  ‘Eggs 

g  By  AMY  WARD.  Chair 

X;  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  :£ 

Some  human  beings  are  fortunate  enough  to  be  able  to  color  eggs  on  Easter.  If 
you  have  a  pair  of  hands  to  hold  the  eggs,  or  if  you  are  fortunate  enough  to  be  £ 
able  to  see  the  brilliant  colors,  then  you  are  twice  blessed. 

This  Easter,  some  of  us  cannot  hold  the  eggs,  others  cannot  see  the  colors, 
many  of  us  are  unable  to  move  at  all  —  and  so  it  will  be  necessary  to  color  eggs 
in  our  hearts.  :£ 

This  Easter  there  is  a  hydrocephalic  child  lying  very  still  in  a  hospital  bed  g 
ijj:  nearby  with  a  head  the  size  of  his  pillow  and  vacant,  unmoving  eyes,  and  he  will 
:§  not  be  able  to  color  Easter  eggs  in  his  heart,  and  so  God  will  have  to  color  eggs 
!•:•  for  him.  And  God  will  color  eggs  for  him.  You  can  bet  your  life  and  the  life  of  the  i*: 

created  universe  on  that.  as 

At  the  cross  of  Calvary,  God  reconstructed  and  sanctified  wood  and  nails  and 
absurdity  and  helplessness  to  be  continuing  vehicles  of  His  love.  And  then.  He  >:■ 
simply  raised  Jesus  from  the  dead.  And  they  both  went  home  and  colored  eggs.  >;• 
•x  (From  “The  Way  of  the  Wolf”  by  Martin  Bell,  used  at  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Symposium  on  Theology  and  Persons  $ 
•x  with  Handicapping  Conditions. )  | 


71  Basketful  otf  Tggs  Tor  Mickey 

•x  (A  Response  by  Lynn  Foil  for  Blind  Pastor  Mickey  Stringfield) 

As  I  put  each  hardboiled  egg  into  your  basket,  with  love,  let  me  tell  you  about 
them :  S- 

The  First  one  I  put  in  is  my  favorite  color.  It  is  BLUE.  It  is  soft  and  smooth 
like  the  hymn  “Sweet  Hour  of  Prayer."  Sing  it  and  you  will  see  the  blue  egg. 

The  next  one  to  go  in  is  PURPLE.  It  is  a  deep  color  and  sometimes  stirs  up  a  *: 
ig  sad  feeling.  Sing  “Were  You  There  When  They  Crucified  My  Lord"  for  purple.  g: 

Let’s  put  in  a  YELLOW!  Yes,  yellow  is  a  bright  and  happy  color,  Mickey. 
Yellow  is  “Tis  So  Sweet  to  Trust  in  Jesus,"  sung  with  meaning,  brightly. 

GREEN  is  a  very  peaceful  color.  I  like  green.  I  am  reminded  of  green  when  I 
ix  sing  “Peace,  Perfect  Peace."  g: 

i£  PINK  is  soft,  pink  is  children.  It’s  a  light  shade  of  red  —  so  for  pink  we  go  to  g| 
the  enthusiasm  of  childlike  ‘  'Jesus  Loves  Me,  This  I  Know  ' '  ;¥ 

•g  And  speaking  of  enthusiasm,  let’s  pick  up  the  volume  with  ORANGE.  We’re  ig 
■x  going  to  a  hot  color  orange.  It’s  the  sun.  the  fire,  along  with  red,  so  let’s  really  ig 
g  belt  one  out  “God  of  Grace  and  God  of  Glory"  —  now  that’s  what  I  call  Orange.  ig 
g:  THEN  comes  RED!  the  brightest,  the  hottest,  the  Pentecostal  color  must  be  ig 

the  most  energetic  of  all  colors.  So  let’s  go  to  a  gospel  song  with  clapping  and  ig 
iiji  footstomping,  we’ll  really  give  it  to  'em.  “O  When  the  Saints  Go  Marchin’  In"  —  ig 
•g  now  that’s  Red.  ig 

g;  All  the  eggs  are  in  the  basket,  except  one.  It  is  white.  White  is  pure  and  clean, 
g:  White  is  the  color  of  Easter  itself  —  White  is  “Christ  The  Lord  is  Risen  Today !  ’’  jg 
ig  Alleluia,  Mickey.  Happy  Easter,  AMEN!!!  S 


Tim  Lawson,  Don  Shelmire  and  John  Giles 


CHICAGO  (UMNS)  -  Calls  for  United 
Methodists  to  become  engaged  actively 
in  justice  ministries  were  heard  by  more 
than  250  participants  from  56  annual 
conferences  at  a  national  training  event 
sponsored  by  the  denomination’s  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  in  early  March 
here.  Louisiana's  representatives,  from 
the  Conference  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  were  Tim  Lawson,  Don  Shelmire 
and  John  Giles. 

Annual  Conference,  district  and  local 
church  members  from  across  the 
denomination  heard  speakers,  took  part 


in  14  skills  workshops  and  22  issues 
workshops,  and  shared  their  own 
experiences,  needs  and  learnings  in 
Wesley-style  class  meetings.  Theme  of 
the  conference  was  “Engaging  the  Local 
Church  in  Justice  Ministries.  " 

According  to  Carolyn  McIntyre,  an 
associate  general  secretary  of  the  board 
who  coordinated  the  event,  the  sessions 
marked  the  first  time  the  board  has 
developed  a  training  event  focusing  its 
resources  on  development  of  justice 
ministries  in  congregations  and 
communities. 


Dr.  James  J.  Caraway,  Foundation 
Director,  reported  that  a  number  of 
significant  events  and  transactions  have 
taken  place  during  the  past  year.  The 
Trust  Fund  Account  at  Louisiana 
National  Bank  was  increased  from 
$1,122,137.95  to  $2,391,488.80  and  a  Trust 
Fund  Account  was  begun  at  First 
National  Bank  in  Shreveport  with  an 
investment  of  $1  million.  In  addition,  $1 
million  of  Pension  Funds  is  in  Louisiana 
National  Bank  at  12-3/4  percent  to  mature 
in  1991  and  $1  million  in  place  in  short 
term  CDs  to  mature  at  the  end  of  this 
year  to  yield  over  10  percent.  Currently, 
the  Foundation  and  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Treasurer  together  have 
total  cash  assets  of  $8  million,  all 
invested  in  Louisiana  financial 
institutions. 


MacDonnell  Children’s  Home  in 
Houma  placed  $10,000  in  the  Trust 
Account  and  $47,000  with  the  Conference 
for  short-term  investments  at  the  end  of 
1983.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Brieter  gave  the 
$10,000  life  income  fund  left  for  her  by  her 
late  husband  to  the  Foundation.  The  Cleo 
Brasher  Estate  left  $10,000  to  the 
Foundation  with  income  to  go  to  the  Bob 
Lay  1000  Club  each  year,  and  other 
income  may  come  to  the  Foundation  in 
the  future.  Following  the  death  of  Bishop 
J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  over  $10,000  in 
memorials  has  been  received  for  the 


In  late  1981,  the  Committee  was 
organized  and  worked  toward  developing 
the  reason  and  purpose  for  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Church  to  become 
involved.  This  was  the  year  of  the 
introduction  of  the  “Creationism  Bill"  in 
the  Louisiana  Legislature. 

The  committee  received  their  direction 
and  guidance  from  the  Social  Principles, 
Page  9,  PartC. 

"Rights  of  children.  Once  considered 
the  property  of  their  parents,  children 
are  now  acknowledged  to  be  full  human 
beings  in  their  own  right,  but  beings  to 
whom  adults  and  society  in  general  have 
special  obligations.  Thus,  we  support  the 
development  of  school  systems  and 
innovative  methods  of  education 
designed  to  assist  every  child  toward  full 
humanity.  All  children  have  the  right  to 
quality  education,  including  a  full  sexual 
education,  appropriate  to  their  stage  of 
development  that  utilizes  the  best 
educational  techniques  and  insights. 
Morever,  children  have  the  rights  to 
food,  shelter,  clothing,  health  care,  and 
emotional  well-being  as  to  adults,  and 
these  rights  we  affirm  as  theirs 
regardless  of  actions  or  inactions  of  their 
parents  or  guardians.  In  particular, 
children  must  be  protected  from 
economic  and  sexual  exploitation." 

The  primary  concern  of  this  committee 
is  to  become  involved  in  the 
enhancement  of  our  Public  Education  in 
Louisiana. 

Over  the  past  few  years  there  seems  to 
have  been  an  involvement  of  various 
religious  groups  in  the  state  legislative 
process  with  the  purpose  of  determining 
a  limited  curriculum  for  our  public 
educational  system. 

Therefore,  this  committee  has  chosen 
to  review  the  public  educational  system 
as  it  is  and  strive  to  be  of  assistance  when 
necessary  to  support  the  enhancement  of 
education  for  all  of  our  children. 

We  are  requesting  anyone  of  the 
Church  who  feels  moved  to  work  with 
this  committee  on  various  political  issues 
to  contact  Rev.  Fred  Shirley,  5722 
Hibiscus  Drive,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70808, 
phone  (504)  766-3045  (residence)  or  344- 
9100  (office). 


* 


Officers  and  other  participants  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  are  shown  above:  Top 
left  photo  —  Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway,  on  the  left,  and  Mr.  Wayne  Gilmore,  Secretary  of  the  Foundation ;  top  right  —  Mr.  J.  Luther 
Jordan,  Jr.,  Chairman  presiding;  middle  left  —  Dr.  James  J.  Caraway,  the  Foundation  Director;  middle  center  —  Dr.  Doug 
McGuire,  Appropriations  Chairman;  middle  right  —  Mr.  Thomas  A.  Harrell,  Treasurer;  lower  left  —  Most  of  the  group  hearing 
the  Director’s  report;  lower  right  —  Mr.  Jones  S.  Davis,  oldest  member  of  the  Foundation’s  Trustees. 


Foundation. 

Dr.  Caraway  expressed  thanks  to  the 
Trustees  for  their  untiring  efforts  and 
noted  that  institutions  and  local  churches 
need  to  be  alerted  to  the  fact  that  the 


Foundation  now  has  sufficient 
investment  to  be  of  real  service  to  them. 

Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway  commended 
the  Foundation  for  its  outstanding  work 
and  spoke  to  the  continuing  need  for  good 


fiscal  planning. 

Mr.  Jones  S.  Davis  was  recognized  as 
the  oldest  member  of  the  Trustees,  and 
appreciation  was  expressed  for  his 
continuing  service. 


Conference  Represented  At 


He  Has  Risen 


On  February  26,  1984  the  St.  James  United  Methodist  Church  celebrated  a  service  of 
dedication  of  one  of  the  historic  stained  glass  windows  in  the  sanctuary  in  memory  of 
Mrs.  Gennie  V.  Rayson  Chocolate.  This  service  marked  the  completion  of  Phase  I  of 
the  St.  James  Window  Restoration  Project.  Standing  in  front  of  the  dedicated  window , 
from  left  to  right,  are  the  following:  Re\ .  J.  A.  Graham,  Mrs.  Barbara  Chocolate 
Pendleton,  Mr.  Leroy  Chocolate  and  Ms.  Jamiere  Smith. 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Mark  15:31-39;  16:1-7 
We  Christians  loudly  and  fervently 
affirm  our  belief  in  the  Easter  Message, 
which  is  “He  has  risen.  .  .  !”  This  is  the 
focal  point  of  our  faith.  We  believe  that 
Jesus  the  Christ  was  crucified,  dead  and 
buried.  On  the  third  day,  He  arose  from 
the  dead  .  “He  is  not  here  (in  the 
grave) .  .  .  He  has  risen!” 

Our  scripture  lessons  include  a  section 
pertaining  to  the  hours  when  Jesus  hung 
on  the  cross.  He  was  nailed  up  there  at 
about  9:00  a.m.  About  noon  a  great 
darkness  spread  over  the  land  and  about 
3:00  p.m.  he  breathed  his  last.  During 
those  six  hours,  the  world  was  changed 
by  the  great  sacrifice  so  freely  made  and 
by  the  great  witness  so  powerfully 
offered.  His  death  came  more  quickly 
than  usual  —  in  six  hours  instead  of  the 
usual  twelve.  But  at  the  very  moment  of 
his  death  a  miraculous  thing  happened. 
The  veil  of  the  Temple  was  split  in  two 
from  top  to  bottom.  This  curtain  had 
always  separated  the  holy  place  from  the 
holy  of  holies  —  that  mysterious  and 
secluded  place  where  only  the  high  priest 
could  go  to  speak  to  God.  The  symbolism 
is  obvious,  i.e.,  that  no  longer  would 
people  have  to  depend  on  any  intercessor 
other  than  the  risen  Christ.  No  longer 
would  people  consider  themselves 
excluded  from  the  holy  presence  of  God. 
The  tearing  of  the  curtain  removed  all 
semblances  of  levels  or  categories  of 
divine  favor  and  made  it  possible  for  all 
persons  to  approach  God’s  holiness  and 
to  sense  his  divine  Presence  in  a  personal 

are  two  great'  phenomena 


mentioned  in  these  verses  on  the 
crucifixion  —  the  tearing  of  the  veil  of  the 
temple  and  the  darkness  which  covered 
the  earth.  At  noon  (when  the  darkness 
came),  it  seemed  as  if  evil  would  win. 
But  at  3:00  p.m.  (when  the  curtain  was 
torn  apart)  it  became  evident  that 
goodness  and  purity,  epitomized  by 
Christ  Jesus,  was  the  final  victor. 

The  other  section  of  scripture  concerns 
Easter  morning  when  Mary  Magdalene, 
Mary  the  mother  of  James  and  Salome 
went  to  the  tomb  to  anoint  the  body  so 
hastily  buried  before  the  Sabbath.  They 
didn’t  know  how  they  would  enter  the 
tomb  for  a  large  stone  blocked  the 
entrance,  but  they  went  in  faith,  knowing 
that  somehow  they  could  perform  their 
religious  duty.  They  found  the  stone 
rolled  away,  the  tomb  empty  and  a  young 
man  sitting  there.  This  young  man  told 
them  not  to  be  “amazed"  (“amazed" 
here  means  greatly  frightened)  for  the 
Jesus  whom  they  sought  was  no  longer 
there  in  the  tomb  but  was  risen.  He  told 
them  to  go  and  tell  “his  disciples  and 
Peter"  that  Jesus  was  going  to  Galilee 
and  would  wait  for  them  there. 

The  miracle  of  the  garden  scene  is  of 
course  the  resurrection  itself.  The  result 
of  the  miracle  was  that,  beginning  with 
these  women  and  their  witness,  the  Good 
News  spread  throughout  the  world  — 
“He  is  not  here  —  not  dead  —  He  is  risen 
—  and  alive!” 

This  is  the  message  of  Easter,  and  it’s 
disappointing  to  see  those  who  profess  to 
be  Christian  denying  this  basic  message, 
denying  the  Good  News.  But  rather  than 
simply  criticize  them  let  us  profess  our 
own  faith  on  this  Easter  morning.  Let  us 
profess  our  faith  as  together  we  shout  to 
the  heavens  —  He  is  not  here  —  not  dead. 
He  is  risen,  alive  in  my  heart  and  in  my 
world!  Hallelujah!  Amen! ! 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Paul  V.  Galloway,  Bishop  Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 

Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Linda  Heard, 

Council  Director  Editorial  Assistant 

*  *  * 
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Facts,  perceptions  and  relations  Facts  refute  image  of  ) growing  bureaucracy 9 


between  different  parts  of  church 


If  you  wonder  about  the  amount  of  your 
local  church’s  budget  that  goes  to  sup¬ 
port  national  church  programs  and  agen¬ 
cies,  you  should  be  interested  in  the  arti¬ 
cle  elsewhere  on  this  page  by  Ewing 
Wayland  and  Clifford  Droke,  United 
Methodism’s  top  fiscal  officers. 

Even  if  you  are  not  vitally  concerned 
about  the  flow  of  local  church  funds  to 
pay  “connectional  apportionments,’’  you 
should  clip  and  save  the  Wayland/Droke 
article  for  future  reference.  Chances  are 
that  someone  will  raise  this  issue  in  the 
weeks  following  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  or  in  the  process  of  setting  local 
church  budgets  for  1985.  When  that  oc¬ 
curs,  the  factual  data  and  perspective  of¬ 
fered  in  their  article  will  be  helpful. 

In  more  immediate  terms,  we  consider 
the  Wayland/Droke  article  important  for 
i wo  reasons. 

First,  it  illustrates  how  easily  a  strong 
but  erroneous  perception  can  be  ac¬ 
cepted  and  acted  upon  as  a  reality.  To  the 
degree  possible,  our  perceptions  and 
opinions  should  be  tested  against  and 
based  upon  facts.  Drs.  Wayland  and 
Droke  have  done  the  church  a  service  by 
pointing  out  the  factual  inaccuracy  of 
several  widely-held  perceptions  about  in¬ 
creases  in  general  church  funds. 

Those  1,000  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gates  who  will  gather  in  Baltimore  10 
days  hence  to  make  decisions  affecting 
the  future  of  United  Methodism  need  to 
remember  that  facts  and  perceptions  of¬ 
ten  differ.  This  is  true  not  only  regarding 
church  finances,  but  on  all  issues. 

Second,  we  cannot  afford  to  ignore  per¬ 
ceptions  just  because  they  may  be  inac¬ 
curate.  Hence,  the  Wayland-Droke  arti¬ 
cle  raises  by  implication  some  important 
questions  that  need  to  be  on  the  mind  of 
every  General  Conference  delegate: 
Wliy  do  so  many  United  Methodists  share 
the  misperception  that  the  level  of  sup¬ 
port  for  national  church  programs  and 
agencies  is  growing  when  it  is  shrinking? 
Why  do  so  many  United  Methodists  feel 
alienation  or  indifference  toward,  rather 


than  ownership  of.  United  Methodism’s 
national  programs  and  agencies?  What 
responsibility  do  denominational  leaders 
—  including  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gates  —  share  for  fostering  mispercep¬ 
tions  and  negative  feelings  about  our 
church’s  work  beyond  the  local  church? 

Perceptions  usually  are  based  on  what 
is  most  readily  and  frequently  visible. 
What,  in  recent  years,  has  been  most 
readily  and  frequently  visible  to  United 
Methodists  about  United  Methodism  as  a 
worldwide  “connectional”  church?  Not, 
unfortunately,  a  clear  and  unified  sense 
of  purpose  and  direction.  More  often  our 
connectional  relationships  are  seen  in 
terms  of  bureaucratic  infighting  and/or 
controversies  between  different  seg¬ 
ments  of  the  church’s  membership. 

Two  powerful  images  that  we  regular¬ 
ly  observe  while  attempting  to  report  on 
the  life  and  news  of  the  church  are: 
(1)  an  adversarial  attitude  rather  than  a 
sense  of  partnership  between  persons  at 
the  local  church  and  general  church  lev¬ 
els;  and  (2)  a  national  church  bureau¬ 
cracy  which  often  seems  to  have  lost 
sight  of  the  church’s  mission  and  purpose 
and  to  be  preoccupied  with  its  own  perpe¬ 
tuation.  Although  these  images  do  not  ac¬ 
curately  portray  the  vast  majority  of  our 
church’s  connectional  work,  they  are  dif¬ 
ficult  to  combat  so  long  as  they  are  con¬ 
stantly  reenforced  from  many  different 
directions. 

The  correcting  of  misperceptions  and 
the  nurturing  of  a  renewed  sense  of  part¬ 
nership  among  different  levels  of  United 
Methodism  may  be  one  of  the  least  dis¬ 
cussed,  but  most  important,  tasks  of  the 
1984  General  Conference.  Toward  that 
end,  we  urge  the  delegates  to  include 
these  questions  in  their  evaluation  of 
each  proposed  program,  priority  and  di¬ 
rection  :  Can  the  reality  of  this  program 
or  cause  be  effectively  promoted  among 
and  positively  perceived  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Christians?  Is  it  capable  of  captur¬ 
ing  the  imagination  and  support  of  large 
numbers  of  United  Methodists? 


By  EWING  T.  WAYLAND 
and  CLIFFORD  DROKE 
In  the  March  2, 1984  issue  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  in  the  “Here  I  Stand” 
column,  Dr.  Thomas  Langford  wrote  an 
article  headlined  “Funding  limits  should 
be  required  for  bureaucracy  of  the 
church.”  The  1984  General  Conference 
will  no  doubt  make 


Are  we  only  89%  ‘connectional’? 


If  United  Methodist  connectional  ap¬ 
portionments  are  to  be  perceived  posi¬ 
tively  and  paid  fully  and  joyfully,  one  addi¬ 
tional  question  needs  to  be  considered  be¬ 
yond  those  posed  in  the  preceding  editor¬ 
ial  and  the  article  elsewhere  on  this  page. 
When  the  General  Conference  commits  the 
church  to  support  a  given  cause  via  an  ap- 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  400  member- 
families  of  the  Mandarin  UMC  in 
Jacksonville,  Florida  (Florida  Aqppal 
Conference)  and  400  member-families  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  of  Vista  in 
Vista,  California  (Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference).  They  join  950 
member-families  of  the  Severna  Park 
UMC  in  Severna  Park,  Maryland 
(Baltimore  Annual  Conference),  who 
received  their  first  UMR  edition  with  last 
week’s  issue  (April  13). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  readers  in  Jacksonville,  Sever¬ 
na  Park  and  Vista  we  say  “Welcome.” 
We  hope  you  will  find  your  new  church 
paper  interesting  and  informative,  and 
.that  you  will  join  with  other  readers  in 
providing  feedback  through  such  col¬ 
umns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  UMR . '  ’ 
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decisions  about  gen¬ 
eral  church  funds 
and  other  matters 
that  will  impact  the 
size  of  general 
agency  budgets  and 
“church  bureau¬ 
cracy.”  That  is  its 
responsibility. 


portioned  fund,  what  does  it  mean? 

Figures  from  the  church’s  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Finance  and  Administration  office 
reveal  that  total  of  $64,994,428  was  appor¬ 
tioned  to  United  Methodism’s  73  annual 
conferences  during  1983  for  general  church 
support.  Of  that  amount,  only  $58,066,436 
—or  89% — was  paid.  Payouts  ranged  from 
a  low  of  63%  in  one  conference  to  a  high  of 
100%  in  seven  conferences. 

Do  these  statistics  suggest  that  dele¬ 
gates  are  less  than  100%  sincere  when 
adopting  some  apportionments,  or  that 
church  leaders  are  less  than  100%  com¬ 
mitted  to  promoting  the  understanding 
and  payment  of  same?  Why  should  any 
conference  strain  itself  to  pay  100%  of  its 
connectional  obligations  when  most 
others  can  be  expected  to  pay  a  lesser 
percentage  of  their  fair  share? 

At  one  time,  100%  payment  of  “connec¬ 
tional  askings"  was  the  norm.  Leaders  of 
a  local  church  or  annual  conference  not 
paying  100%  rightly  were  caused  to  feel 
they  were  letting  others  down  and  doing 
less  than  their  minimal  obligation  in  an 
important  cooperative  venture  in  service 
to  Christ. 

As  General  Conference  delegates  pon¬ 
der  the  creation  of  new  apportioned 
funds  and  increases  in  the  size  of  existing 
funds  for  the  coming  four  years,  we  hope 
equal  attention  will  be  given  to  ways  of 
encouraging  100%  payment  of  existing 
apportionments  as  the  norm.  So  long  as 
100%  payment  of  apportionments  is  the 
exception  rather  than  the  rule,  this  part 
of  our  church’s  system  is  only  89%  “con¬ 
nectional”  and  11%  “disconnected.” 

My  Witness 

Easter  answers 
heart’s  desires 

By  JENNIE  GAMMONS 
True,  there  is  a  depressing  darkness 
over  much  of  the  world  today  ;  but  there 
have  been  dark  days  before  and  dark  has 
never  mastered  light.  God’s  light  can 
conquer  darkness  and  put  within  each 
trusting  soul  the  purest  hope  that  we 
might  know  the  full  glory  of  God’s  great 
creation,  and  His  unspeakable  gift  to  the 
world,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

What  do  we  think  of  Christ?  That  is  one 
question  that  as  individuals  we  must  an¬ 
swer  for  ourselves.  Christ,  to  me,  is  the 
firm  foundation  in  whom  I  build  my  faith 
and  trust  to  God’s  purpose.  His  sacrifice 
on  the  cross  of  Calvary  is  the  center 
around  which  time  revolves,  past,  pre¬ 
sent,  and  future.  Calvary  is  a  measure  of 
God  Himself. 

Among  all  the  days  of  every  passing 
year  there  is  no  other  day  like  Easter.  It 
is  a  day  of  hopes  made  real  —  every  aspi¬ 
ration  —  every  longing  desire  of  the  hu¬ 
man  heart  is  met  and  answered  in  the 
Resurrection  of  Christ. 

Life’s  greatest  decision  is  when  we  con¬ 
sider,  reverently,  soberly,  what  God  has 
done  for  us.  Especially  in  these  perilous 
times  we  must  lean  on  the  cross  of  Cal¬ 
vary  and  in  humble  gratitude,  “choose 
whom  we  shall  serve.” 

Because  Christ  lives  we  shall  live  also. 
He  comes  as  a  glorious  sunrise  in  every 
life  that  trusts  Him.  That  light  drives 
away  the  shadows  that  would  make  us 
afraid  —  a  brilliant,  guiding  light  until 
noontime  and  beyond,  until  the  sunset 
when  evening  comes,  that  casts  back  a 
beautiful  afterglow  —  a  fitting  finish  for 
a  life  well  lived. 

This  week's  contributor.  Jean  le 
Gammons,  is  a  member  of  Cochran 
Chapel  UMC  in  Dallas.  Texas  ( North 
Texas  Conference). 


As  a  delegate  to  that  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  based  on  his  experience  as  a 
delegate  to  two  previous  General  Confer¬ 
ences  and  his  distinguished  service  in 
many  areas  of  the 
church’s  life,  Dr. 

Langford  has  both 
the  right  and  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  voice 
his  views  on  that 
and  other  issues 
that  will  be  before 
the  1984  General 
Conference.  Clifford  Droke 

Judging  from  comments  we  have 
heard,  Dr.  Langford’s  attitudes  and  im¬ 
pressions  may  be  shared  by  a  significant 
portion  of  United  Methodist  leadership. 
Therefore,  it  is  important  for  people  to 
know  that  Dr.  Langford  makes  several 
statements  which  purport  to  be  facts  but 
which  do  not  stand  up  when  tested 
against  the  record . 

Facts  contradict  assertion 

Dr.  Langford  states  that  “there  has 
been  an  actual  and  continuing  increase  in 
the  size  and  funding  of  our  boards  and 
agencies  since  the  beginning  of  the  UMC 
in  1968”  and  “each  quadrennium  the  in¬ 
crease  has  meant  an  actual  increment  — 
beyond  inflation  —  in  the  budgets  of  our 
boards  and  agencies”  (emphasis  ours). 
The  facts  completely  contradict  this 
statement.  Here  they  are: 

•  The  number  of  permanent  full  and 
part-time  employees  of  the  agencies  of 


the  church  receiving  general  church 
funds  has  been  remarkably  consistent  in 
recent  years.  During  the  last  decade  it 
has  varied  from  1,063  to  1,148  and  in  1983 
stood  at  1,089. 

•  Regardless  of  the  measure  used  — 
general  fund  apportionments,  total  re¬ 
ceipts  on  those  apportionments,  or  the 
share  of  receipts  administered  at  the 
general  church  level  —  the  rate  of  in¬ 
crease  in  the  general  funds  of  the  church 
has  lagged  far  behind  the  rate  of  infla¬ 
tion. 

Increases  less  than  inflation 

If  the  1969-83  period  is  viewed  in  its  en¬ 
tirety,  the  amount  apportioned  for  gener¬ 
al  funds  has  increased  at  less  than  three- 
fourths  the  inflation  rate.  The  general 
church  share  of  receipts  on  those  ap¬ 
portionments  has  increased  even  more 
slowly,  at  less  than  two-thirds  the  rate  of 
increase  in  the  Consumer  Price  Index. 

The  simplest  way  to  compare  the  rates 
of  increase  is  to  look  at  the  first  year 
(1969)  and  the  most  recent  year  (1983) 
(See  Chart  #1.  “General  church  share  of 
receipts”  excludes  money  raised  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  general  church  apportionments 
but  retained  as  planned  for  use  in  annual 
conferences.) 

No  matter  how  these  figures  are  read, 
any  statement  that  the  percentage  of  in¬ 
crease  in  general  agency  budgets  has 
shown  increases  beyond  inflation  is  sim¬ 
ply  false.  There  has  been  no  single  quad¬ 
rennium  when  either  the  apportion¬ 
ments  or  receipts  for  general  funds  have 
even  come  close  to  matching  the  rate  of 
inflation,  let  alone  exceeding  it.  If  the 
General  Conference  adopts  the  general 
fund  recommendations  of  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration, 
this  will  continue  to  be  true  in  the  1985-88 
quadrennium,  provided  that  the  esti¬ 
mates  of  inflation  rates  for  the  next  few 
years  which  we  have  seen  prove  to  be 
reasonably  accurate. 

The  purpose  of  apportionments 

A  second  statement  in  Dr.  Lang¬ 
ford’s  article  is  that  “local  churches  are 
maximally  strained  to  support  this  su¬ 
perstructure."  Many  pastors  and  layper¬ 
sons  who  have  struggled  to  meet  local 


Chart  1 

General  church  apportionment  increases  compared  to 
rate  of  inflation 

Total  Receipts  General  Church  Consumer 
Amount  on  General  Funds  Share  of  Price  Index 
Year  Apportioned  Apportionments  Receipts  1967=100 

1969  $31,738,495  $28,123,806  $27,887,160  109.8% 

1983  71,030,101  63,324,696  58,214,143  298.4% 

%  Increase  +123.8%  +125.2%  +108.7%  +171.8% 


Chart  2 

General  church  apportionments  as  a  percentage  of 
local  church  expenditures 

Total  Receipts 


Quadrennium 

1969-1972 

1973-1976 

1977-1980 

1981-1983 


General  Funds 
Apportionments 
4.5% 

4.5% 

3.9% 

3.5% 


on  General  Fund 
Apportionments 
3.8% 

3.9% 

3.5% 

3.2% 


General  Church 
Share  of 
Receipts 
3.7% 

3.7% 

3.3% 

2.9% 


church  budgets  and  the  responsibility  of 
paying  apportionments  will  be  inclined  to 
support  a  desire  for  lower  apportion¬ 
ments  —  especially  if  apportionments 
are  identified  as  support  of  a  “super¬ 
structure." 

If,  however,  apportionments  are  seen 
as  an  opportunity  to  participate  in  efforts 
to  bring  persons  around  the  world  to 
Christ  and  in  significant  ministries  to 
persons  through  our  local  churches, 
black  colleges,  seminaries,  episcopal 
leadership,  etc.,  then  there  is  a  desire  to 
support  apportionments  at  their  maxi¬ 
mum  possible  level  in  order  to  be  faithful 
to  the  mission  to  which  God  is  calling  us. 

The  perception  of  the  nature  of  the  ba¬ 
sic  uses  of  apportionment  funds  is  a  key 
issue  in  the  life  of  the  church.  We  believe 
they  are  missional  funds. 

Furthermore,  Dr.  Langford’s  article 
would  lead  us  to  believe  that  the  general 
church  apportionments  ask  for  an  ever- 
increasing  share  of  the  money  local 
churches  have  available.  The  record 
shows  that  implication  to  be  completely 
inaccurate.  General  church  apportion¬ 
ments  are  asking  for  and  receiving  a  de¬ 
creasing  share  of  the  local  church  dollar 
(see  Chart  #2). 

Keep  in  mind  that  these  comparisons 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

God’s  Spirit:  something  in  the  wind 


To  the  Editor : 

On  more  than  one  occasion,  I  have 
found  myself  in  the  minority  as  I  have 
tried  to  uphold  the  possibility  that 
Charles  Colson  may  indeed  be  a  renewed 
and  reborn  Christian  —  that  this  kind  of 
radical  change  is  what  we  should  antici¬ 
pate  more  often  than  it  does  happen  in 
our  churches.  Hence,  I  appreciated  your 
editorial  in  the  March  16th  issue  of  the 
Reporter. 

Following  this  vein  of  discussion,  I  am 
also  impressed  by  the  writings  of  Jim 
Wallis  of  Sojourners  Magazine  and  his 
apparent  dedication  to  the  social  impli¬ 
cations  of  the  evangelical  theology  to 
which  he  subscribes.  And  then,  there  are 
the  Roman  Catholics,  long  steeped  in 
conservatism  and  tradition,  but  now 
aroused  to  the  needs  of  the  poor  and  in¬ 
creasingly  dedicated  to  bold  action  in  the 
interests  of  justice  and  peace. 

The  lines  that  long  separated  us  are  be¬ 
ing  re-formed,  in  part  because  of  the 
common  threat  to  our  very  existence, 
and  also  because  the  church  seems  cap¬ 
able  of  inner  renewal  as  each  segment 
begins  to  examine  its  own  faith,  and  open 
its  mind  and  heart  to  new  visions.  Koino- 
nia  has  a  new  attractiveness  and  signifi¬ 
cance  because  it  transcends  the  little 
subdivisions  of  our  long  imprisonment  to 
smaller  denominational  loyalties. 

There’s  something  new  in  the  wind, 
and  it  sounds  like  the  Spirit  of  God. 

Ray  Magnuson 
Santa  Rosa,  California 

Idea  to  ‘remove  support’ 
from  soldiers  appalling 

To  the  Editor : 

This  letter  is  in  response  to  the  “Gener¬ 
al  Conference  Series:  Part  10”  headlined 
“Emphasis  on  teen  spiritual  life  called 
for”  in  the  March  9  issue  of  the  Reporter. 

The  last  bold-face  heading  states: 
“Military  draft  addressed.”  Please  read 
it.  It  is  five  paragraphs  long. 

If  this  proposal  appeals  to  you,  then  I 
am  absolutely  appalled.  Even  to  consider 
removing  our  “support”  from  those  of 
our  people  who  (bless  them)  choose  to 
serve  in  the  defense  of  our  country  is  ab¬ 
solutely  wrong,  cruel,  and  even  stupid! 

Has  it  come  to  this  —  that  all  United 
Methodists  are  pacifists? 

Dianne  Risinger 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

Editorial,  Hatfield 

alternative  affirmed 

To  the  Editor : 

Thank  you  for  your  March  30  editorial 
headlined  “Senator’s  opposition,  alterna¬ 
tive  to  ‘prayer  amendment’  sensible" 
concerning  the  recently  defeated  school 
prayer  amendment.  It  helped  me  appre¬ 
ciate  Oregon  Senator  Mark  Hatfield 
whereas  before  I  had  him  pegged  “all 
wrong.” 

His  introducing  Senate  Bill  815  to  allow 
voluntary  religious  meetings  on  public 
school  campuses  promises  a  real  victory 
for  religious  freedom.  The  question  is, 
would  such  a  bill  stand  a  liberal  court’s 
constitutional  scrutiny? 

Although  I  respect  the  opinions  of  those 
opposing  the  school  prayer  amendment, 
including  Sen.  Hatfield’s  own  opposition, 
I  still  favor  an  amendment  that  would  al¬ 
low  voluntary  prayers  in  public  schools. 

While,  as  Senator  Hatfield  suggests, 


that  freedom  already  exists,  it  needs  con¬ 
stitutional  affirmation  just  as  the  15th 
and  19th  amendments  were  needed  to  as¬ 
sure  voting  rights  for  blacks  and  for 
women. 

Jim  Ransom 
Hampton,  Georgia 

Criticism  of  UM 
curriculum  contested 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  responding  to  the  “My  Witness” 
column  by  Ruth  McCutchen  headlined 
“We  need  to  teach  more  Bible  to  youth” 
(see  UMR,  March  30).  I  cannot  argue 
with  her  statements  about  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  Bible  nor  with  her  claims  of 
successful  teaching,  but  I  do  contest  her 
allegation  that  UM  curriculum  “trivial¬ 
izes  the  Bible  and  insults  the  intelligence 
of  children  ...” 

As  a  long-time  teacher  in  the  church 
and  lab  leader,  I  wonder  just  what  Mrs. 
McCutchen  thinks  children  are  —  little 
adults?  How  many  age-level  training  ses¬ 
sions  has  she  attended?  If  any,  she  might 
hear  that  children  learn  most  by  doing, 
somewhat  less  by  seeing,  and  consider¬ 
ably  less  by  hearing.  Our  material  does 
have  language  at  the  children’s  level, 
games,  illustrations,  and  fun  things  be¬ 
cause  that  is  the  way  children  learn.  The 
material  is  a  guide  and  the  teacher  may 
make  the  Bible  as  important  as  he  or  she 
wishes. 

Does  Mrs.  McCutchen  really  feel  that 
she’s  qualified  to  judge  the  “denomina¬ 
tional  literature”  after  teaching  two 
years?  Or  is  she  saying  that  she’s  better 
qualified  to  interpret  the  Bible  than  the 
curriculum  writers?  I’m  always  a  little 
uneasy  with  persons  who  feel  they  have 
an  exclusive  edge  on  the  truth. 

Lois  A.  Zebe 
Grandview,  Missouri 

Are  we  ‘ready  to 
be  made  ready’? 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  editorial  of  March  9 
with  its  generous  quotations  from  Earl 
Brewer  regarding  our  “pre-Aldersgate 
mindset"!  I’ve  been  praying  for  awhile 
now  that  we  United  Methodists  would  ask 
ourselves  if  we  are  fitly  celebrating  the 
Bicentennial. 

Is  it  enough  to  devise  programs  and 
memorabilia,  litanies,  songs,  and 
dramas?  Might  not  these  come  peri¬ 
lously  close  to  becoming  the  “cracked 
cisterns”  that  Jeremiah  saw  his  people 
hewing  out  in  a  crucial  period  of  their 
history  (Jer.  2:13)?  Don’t  all  of  us  — 
bishops  and  board  members,  mission¬ 
aries  and  staff  people,  clergy  and  lay 
members  —  need  to  go  back  to  the 
"living  springs”  of  our  history?  Other¬ 
wise,  how  can  we  get  on  fruitfully  with 
the  mission  God  has  for  us  in  our  time? 

William  Penn  said  of  early  Quakers: 
“They  were  changed  men  themselves 
before  they  went  about  to  change 
others,”  and  John  Wesley  had  the  hum¬ 
ble  honesty  to  admit  that  he  had  come 
over  to  Georgia  to  try  to  convert  others 
when  he  himself  needed  to  be  converted. 

This  going  back  would  mean,  as  I  see 
it,  getting  “down  on  our  knees”  —  in  one 
way  or  another  —  in  God’s  presence  and 
STAYING  THERE  long  enough  to  let  the 
Divine  Light  penetrate  to  the  hidden 
blockages,  the  entrenched  ego-center 


until  we  really  see  ourselves  and  cry  out 
in  “conviction  of  sin”  for  help, 
deliverance.  Then  that  amazing  Love, 
broken  for  us  in  Christ,  will  be  able  to 
invade  the  citadel,  cleanse  the  hidden 
parts,  and  lift  the  swollen  ego  from  its 
throne  to  a  new  center  in  the  love  of 
Christ. 

Thus  we  shall  find,  as  Wesley  did,  a 
new  wondrous  tenderness  and  forgiving 
love  for  all,  as  well  as  a  new  eagerness  to 
share  this  overwhelming  love.  This  is 
“Aldersgate.” 

But  that  is  simply  the  beginning  of  new 
life,  or  the  renewal  of  it.  John  Wesley 
knew  that  “warm  hearts”  must  have 
informed,  active,  growing  minds  that 
will  struggle  —  as  early  Christians  did  — 
with  the  new,  ever-widening  and  deepen¬ 
ing  dimensions  of  Christ’s  Way,  for  their 
time.  And  if  we  are  truly  to  honor  the 
Wesleys,  then  we  must  go  even  beyond 
them  —  as  Christ  leads  us  —  to  grapple 
with  and  obey  the  implications  of  His 
Gospel  for  our  time.  And  that  is  bound  to 
mean  confronting  “the  hidden  powers  of 
darkness”  in  the  power  structures 
without  as  well  as  within  —  just  as  Jesus 
did.  But  the  price  of  that  is  high.  Are  we 
“ready  to  be  made  ready”? 

Cecilia  Shepperd 

Asheville,  North  Carolina 


1st  complete 

Women's  History  Filmstrip 

NOW  AVAILABLE 


"Out  of  the  Shadows:  Towards  the  Recovery 
of  Women's  History  in  The  United  Methodist  Church" 

The  only  audio  visual  production  covering  the  200  year  history  of  women's 
contributions  to  the  life  and  ministry  of  the  church  is  now  available. 
Cost:  $25.  Length:  25  minutes 


Write  to: 

National  Women's  History  Committee 
for 

The  United  Methodist  Archives  and  History  Center 
Drew  University,  302  Tilghman 
Madison,  NJ  07940 
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.Zip- 


do  not  include  all  of  the  apportionments  a 
local  church  pays.  80%  of  all  apportion¬ 
ments  is  raised  through  Jurisdictional, 
Area,  Annual  Conference  and  District; 
apportionments.  (By  the  way,  Confer*-; 
ence  Benevolences  have  risen  at  twic£ 
the  rate  of  increase  of  the  World  Servicfe 
Fund  between  1969  and  1983. ) 

The  total  of  all  general  fund  apportion¬ 
ments  now  represents  only  3.5%  of  local 
church  expenditures,  compared  to  4.5% 
during  the  1969-72  period.  The  share  of  re¬ 
ceipts  on  those  apportionments  that  ac¬ 
tually  was  received  and  administered  at 
the  national  level  decreased  from  3.7%  o’f 
the  total  funds  spent  by  United  Methodist 
local  churches  in  1969-72  to  2.9%  in  1981- 
83. 

The  money  available  to  local  churches, 
like  the  money  available  to  national 
church  agencies,  did  not  keep  pace  with 
the  rate  of  inflation  since  1969.  However, 
it  did  come  closer  to  keeping  pace  than 
national  church  income.  From  1969  ($800 
million)  through  1983  (about  $2  billion )„ 
local  church  expenditures  grew  153%,  or 
about  90%  as  fast  as  the  Consumer  Price 
Index.  The  general  church  share  of  ap¬ 
portioned  fund  receipts  grew  at  less  than 
two-thirds  the  inflation  rate. 

Base  decisions  on  facts 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  1984  General 
Conference,  like  the  General  Confeiv 
ences  which  have  preceded  it,  will  makfc 
decisions  which  will  affect  the  size,  th?F 
budget,  the  efficiency,  and  the  account¬ 
ability  of  general  church  agencies,  as  wel$ 
as  the  focus  of  their  priorities.  That  is  one 
of  the  ongoing  responsibilities  of  every 
General  Conference.  But  when  those 
kinds  of  decisions  are  made,  the  church 
will  be  best  served  if  they  are  informed 
decisions,  made  against  the  backdrop  of 
accurate  information  and  data.  The  Geni 
eral  Conference  needs  to  act  in  an  atmosT 
phere  that  is  free  of  the  kind  of  misinform 
mation  and  false  generalizations  that 
permeated  Dr.  Langford’s  article.  •>. 

v 

“Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribm 
tors  are  the  Rev.  Ewing  T.  Wayland  and 
the  Rev.  Clifford  Droke.  Mr.  Wayland 
(North  Arkansas  Conference)  is  General 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  Mr.  Droke 
(Calif ornia-Nevada  Conference)  is  Gen «■ 
eral  Secretary  and  Treasurer-elect,  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  de¬ 
nomination's  general  finance  office  is  Io« 
cated  in  Evanston,  Illinois.  ^ 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double 1 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  t6 
“ Here  I  Stand,"  the  United  Methodidt 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texab 
75222. 


My  church  is_ - 

□  Please  send  filmstrip.  Check  or  money  order  is  enclosed. 

□  Please  send  information. 
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Mission  dialogue  era  ends 

Global  Ministries,  EMC  express  some  hope 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO  —  Four  years  after  United 
Methodism’s  bishops  asked  them  to  do  it, 
leaders  of  two  key  groups  with  differing 
positions  in  the  intense  debate  over  mis¬ 
sions  met  here  April  9  in  a  breathless, 
Six-hour  dialogue. 

J-They  included  seven  representatives 
from  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
ijlinistries  and  five  from  the  Evangelical 
Missions  Council  (EMC). 

!  At  the  end,  some  hopefulness  was  ex¬ 
pressed  about  an  abatement  of  the  intra- 
flenominational  strife  about  mission 
philosophy  and  policies: 

‘  •  ‘‘I  think  I  see  some  points  of  agree¬ 
ment  we  can  build  on,”  said  the  Rev. 
Richard  Tholin  of  Global  Ministries’ 
team  (see  points  of  agreement  below 
right).  “I  got  rid  of  some  stereotypes 
about  your  attitude  about  missionaries 
and  indigenous  leadership.” 

•  ‘‘I  sense  much  more  openness  from 
you  (in  Global  Ministries)  today  than  in 
previous  years,”  said  the  Rev.  Paul 
Morell  of  the  EMC  team  and  a  veteran  in 
the  on-again,  off-again,  10-year  debate. 

'  But  a  pervasive  feeling  among  partici¬ 
pants  and  observers  was  that  this  dia¬ 
logue  occurred  too  late  —  closing  out  a 
10-year  era  of  dialogue  even  as  a  new  era 
of  “alternative”  missionary-sending  has 
begun. 

Dialogue  asked  in  1980 

The  UMC’s  Council  of  Bishops  in  1980 
asked  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
to  encourage  dialogue  between  the  two 
groups  so  they  might  resolve  some  of 
their  differences. 

„  The  bishops  were  reacting  to  growing 
Concerns  that  the  EMC— an  arm  of  the  un¬ 
official  “Good  News”  caucus  —  was  feel¬ 
ing  more  and  more  alienated  from  Global 
Ministries  and  might  soon  try  to  channel 
United  Methods’  missions  money  and 
energy  outside  official  structures. 

But  by  the  time  the  two  groups  sat 
tjown  for  dialogue  on  April  9,  1984,  that 
had,  in  fact,  happened. 

The  EMC  was  formed  by  some  75  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  across  the  country  in  1974 
with  a  primary  goal  of  reforming  Global 


Ministries.  But  recently  a  number  of  dis¬ 
sident  United  Methodists  —  including 
some  related  to  EMC  —  formed  a  “Mis¬ 
sion  Society  for  United  Methodists”  to 
send  missionaries  independent  of  Global 
Ministries.  As  a  result,  EMC  is  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  disbanding. 

“We  tried  to  get  the  two  to  meet,  start¬ 
ing  in  1981,”  the  Rev.  Ned  Dewire,  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries  chief,  told  the 
Reporter.  “We  encouraged  them  to  have 
several  meetings  this  quadrennium.  But 
here  it  is  almost  time  for  the  next  Gener¬ 
al  Conference,  and  they  just  now  are 
meeting.” 

He  said  both  sides  dragged  their  feet  at 
one  time  or  another,  keeping  the  dialogue 
from  occurring. 

Salvo  at  the  outset 

Immediately  after  members  of  each 
team  related  their  personal  faith 
journeys  as  an  ice-breaking  opening 
exercise,  Mr.  Morell  took  the  offensive. 
He  said  the  EMC  doesn’t  trust  the  Global 
Ministries  leaders  who  may  be  “listening 
to  a  different  drummer  than  the  head  of 
the  church  —  Jesus  Christ .  ’  ’ 

The  Dallas-area  pastor  reminded  par¬ 
ticipants  of  the  10-year  history  of  dia¬ 
logue  which  included  intensive  talking 
from  1974  through  1976.  “We  were  talked 
to  death,”  he  said.  “We  were  managed, 
not  heard.” 

Inclusiveness  debated 

Global  Ministries  team  members  then 
pressed  the  EMC  members  repeatedly 
on  whether  their  real  problem  with  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries  is  the  fact  that  a  high  per¬ 
centage  of  its  staff  are  ethnic  persons 
and  women. 

The  EMC’s  Helen  Rhea  Coppedge  of 
Georgia  said  it  is  not  women  but  the  Wo¬ 
men’s  Division  that  is  the  problem.  She 
claimed  the  Women’s  Division  of  Global 
Ministries  has  “enormous  power  over 
the  rest  of  the  agency.” 

She  also  said  “it  seems  every  category 
imaginable  is  assured  representation  in 
Global  Ministries,  but  everything  still 
comes  out  of  there  looking  the  same  theo¬ 
logically.” 

The  Rev.  Virgil  Maybray,  staff  execu¬ 


Differing  groups  agree 
on  some  principal  points 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
•  Following  are  points  that  garnered 
substantial  agreement  in  comments 
among  teams  from  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the  unof¬ 
ficial  Evangelical  Missions  Council 
(EMC)  during  a  dialogue  in  Chicago  last 
week  (see  story  above) : 

.  •  High  among  Global  Ministries’  duties 
should  be  to  “confess  Jesus  Christ  as  di¬ 
vine  Lord  and  Savior”  and  to  “discern 
those  places  where  the  word  is  not  heard 
nor  heeded.” 

•  Proclamation  of  the  gospel  (preach¬ 
ing,  evangelizing)  and  service  must  be 
blended.  The  disagreement  is  whether  it 
is  properly  blended  today. 

’•  •  The  era  of  decline  in  the  number  of 
missionaries  is  over,  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church  must  increase  the 
number  of  missionaries  from  the  U.S. 

1  •  Leadership  in  churches  in  other  coun¬ 
tries  should  come  from  those  countries, 
not  from  the  U.S. 

•  Global  Ministries  financial  support 
for  Methodist  missionaries  from  one 
Third  World  nation  to  another  is  just  as 
important  as  support  for  U.S.  mission¬ 
aries. 

•  Global  Ministries’  past  funding 
formula  was  wrong.  That  formula  re¬ 
quired  that  no  missionary  could  be  sent 
Jttnless  funded  by  substantial  amounts 


from  each  of  three  sources:  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  the  Women’s  Division,  and  Advance 
Specials.  Now,  only  token  amounts  have 
to  come  from  two  of  these  services  if  the 
third  can  pay  most  of  the  cost. 

•  A  high  percentage  of  the  people  out¬ 
side  the  reach  of  a  church  are  in  coun¬ 
tries  that  outlaw  Christian  missionary 
activity.  But  Christian  laypersons  with 
special  skills  can  be  helped  to  get  jobs  in 
those  countries  and  can  then  witness  on  a 
personal  basis. 

•  Global  Ministries  personnel  don’t 
have  to  be  overt  preachers  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  evangelists.  If  they  let  people 
know  why  they  are  sharing  technical 
help  by  expressly  naming  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  if  they  seize  opportun¬ 
ities  to  share  more,  they  are  evangelists. 

•  Nearly  all  overseas  churches  are  so 
“money -starved”  that  they  tend  to 
emphasize  different  things  to  different 
aid-giving  groups  according  to  what  they 
think  each  group  wants  to  hear.  Conse¬ 
quently,  the  same  overseas  leaders  may 
be  asking  for  different  aid  and  different 
kinds  of  missionaries  from  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  than  from  EMC  leaders. 

•  It  is  important  for  United  Methodist 
organizations  and  agencies  to  be  in¬ 
clusive  of  ethnic  minorities  and  of  men 
and  women. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


tive  of  EMC,  said,  “Just  as  the  ethnic  mi¬ 
norities  have  been  deeply  concerned 
about  representation,  so  too  have  we 
evangelicals  been  concerned  about  pres¬ 
ence  in  the  general  church.” 

He  said  he  couldn’t  understand  how 
after  all  the  years  of  dialogue  there  still 
“is  an  absence  of  known  evangelicals  on 
the  Global  Ministries  staff.” 

Mr.  Morell  defined  an  “evangelical”  in 
part  as  a  person  whose  priority  belief  is 
that  “Jesus  alone  saves;  there  is  no  other 
name  by  which  we  are  saved  when  we,  by 
faith,  repent  and  turn  toward  God  in  de¬ 
pendence  on  Him.” 

(Related  to  Global  Ministries’  efforts 
toward  ethnic  and  gender  inclusiveness, 
its  team  invited  representatives  from 
commissions  which  monitor  such  things 
as  observers  to  the  dialogue.  Five  persons 
were  there  from  the  general  commis¬ 
sions  of  Religion  and  Race,  of  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  and  of  Christian  Unity 
and  Inter-Religious  Concerns.  The  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries  had  five  rep¬ 
resentatives  as  official  observers  who 
will  write  a  report  of  the  day. ) 

Imbalance  claim  challenged 

When  EMC  team  members  claimed 
Global  Ministries  doesn’t  have  a  proper 
balance  between  “service”  and  “procla¬ 
mation  of  the  Gospel,”  Dr.  Tholin  of  Chi¬ 
cago  asked:  “What’s  your  data  base?” 

The  EMC  members  acknowledged 
they  haven’t  done  a  thorough  study  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries  activities  and  scientifically 
verified  the  imbalance.  They  then  related 
a  number  of  specific  experiences,  letters 
received  and  “horror  tales”  accumulated 
through  the  years  that  make  up  the  “data 
base”  which  fuels  their  criticisms. 

They  said  their  data  shows  for  ex¬ 
ample,  that  the  orientation  program  for 
new  missionaries  doesn’t  encourage 
them  to  proclaim  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior 
and  sometimes  even  discourages  that. 

On  another  matter,  the  Rev.  Rex 
Bevins  of  the  Global  Ministries  team 
challenged  the  EMC  team  when  it  criti¬ 
cized  Global  Ministries  for  trying  to  raise 
$2  million  for  some  50  new  missionaries 
through  Advance  Specials  (second-mile 
giving)  instead  of  out  of  the  regular  bud¬ 
get. 

“You  are  the  very  folks  who  tell  us  that 
at  the  grassroots  people  are  eager  to 
answer  specific  appeals,”  said  Mr. 
Bevins  of  Nebraska. 

“How  can  we  take  another  $2  million 
out  of  World  Service  (in  the  regular  bud¬ 
get),”  said  another  Global  Ministries 
member,  the  Rev.  Joe  Lively  of  Florida, 
“when  the  World  Division  gets  only  $3 
million  total  —  and  two-thirds  of  that  al¬ 
ready  is  going  for  missionary  support?  ” 

No  promises  made 

Several  members  of  the  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  team  chastised  the  EMC  members 
for  helping  spread  the  image  that  there 
are  as  many  staff  members  at  Global  Min¬ 
istries’  New  York  headquarters  as  there 
are  full-time  overseas  missionaries. 

They  said  it  is  unfair  to  insinuate  that  it 
takes  one  New  York  staff  person  for  each 
missionary.  In  fact,  most  of  the  New 
York  staff  are  supporting  the  many  other 
ministry  duties  assigned  to  the  agency, 
they  said. 

Although  they  specifically  asked  the 
EMC  team  to  stop  the  spread  of  that  com¬ 
parison,  they  received  no  promise. 

Neither  did  the  EMC  team  receive  any 
promises  for  “evangelical"  representa¬ 
tion  on  the  Global  Ministries  staff. 

Although  this  first  formal  dialogue 
since  1979  cleared  up  some  mispercep¬ 
tions  on  both  sides,  most  participants 
said  they  weren’t  sure  what  the  dialogue 
really  had  accomplished. 

Dr.  Tholin  worried  aloud  that  the 
groundwork  is  being  prepared  for  a 
schism  in  the  denomination. 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


INWOOD,  W.  VA.  -  The  Rev.  Bill 
Rounsley  at  age  52  has  decided  to  sail 
the  waves  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

The  United  Methodist  local  (lay) 
pastor  is  about  to  leave  the  Appala¬ 
chian  mountains  for  the  sea,  driven  by 
a  compulsion  to  preach  to  the  bay’s 
growing  numbers  of  recreational 
boaters  from  the  deck  of  his  own  40-foot 


Minister  lacks  a  few  details  before  setting  sail 

“Holy  Mackeral.”  been  a  sergeant  in  the  Air  Force,  an  in- 

But  in  the  time  left  to  put  together  surance  claims  adjuster  and  he  has 
this  dream,  there  is  much  to  do.  held  numerous  other  jobs.  He’s  been  a 

First,  Mr.  Rounsley  must  learn  to 
sail. 

Then,  he  has  to  acquire  the  “Holy 
Mackeral.”  At  the  moment  the  craft 
exists  only  in  his  mind. 

The  western  Pennsylvania  native  has 


The  Rev.  Bill  and  the  Rev.  Janet  Rounsley 


minister  for  the  past  six  years,  and  in 
all  his  wanderings  he  has  “never  set 
foot  on  a  moving  sailboat,"  he  says. 

But  Mr.  Rounsley  is  convinced 
there’s  a  spiritual  need  on  the  bay  and 
that  he’s  the  one  to  fill  it. 

“When  the  Lord  Jesus  gave  his  dis¬ 
ciples  their  commission  to  proclaim  the 
Good  News,  he  did  not  say,  ‘Sit  ye  and 
wait  for  the  world  to  come  into  the 
church.’ 

“We  know  a  little  bit  about  boats  and 
boaters,  and  of  this  we  are  sure:  It  is 
just  too  much  trouble,  when  you’re 
spending  a  week  or  a  weekend  on  the 
boat,  to  go  to  church  in  town.” 

His  nonprofit  organization,  called 
“The  Galileans,”  is  incorporated  in 
Maryland  for  religious  and  charitable 
purposes. 

Mr.  Rounsley  and  his  wife,  the  Rev. 
Janet  Rounsley,  are  concluding  their 
second  year  as  pastors  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregations  in  the  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  “wedge”  between  Virginia  and 
Maryland. 

Mrs.  Rounsley,  a  registered  nurse  as 
well  as  pastor,  has  no  sea-going  exper¬ 
ience  and  admits  she’s  “petrified”  by 
the  idea. 

They  both  pray  daily  that  she  will  find 
another  pastorate  on  land,  preferably 
on  the  eastern  shore  around  Delaware. 

“We  will  be  on  the  water  by  July  1,” 
Mr.  Rounsley  says  with  confidence. 

This  story  is  adapted  from  an  article 
by  Frank  Somerville,  religion  editor  of 
The  Baltimore  Sun. 


THE  RESURRECTION  —  This  anonymous  depiction  shows  Mary 
Magdalene,  Mary  the  mother  of  James  and  Salome  as  they  encounter  an 
angel  in  Jesus’  tomb  on  the  first  Easter  morning.  Christians  all  over  the 
world  will  celebrate  the  Resurrection  this  year  on  Sunday,  April  22. 
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Two  poems 


of  Easter 

The  angels  came 
on  pleasant  wings 
By  WILLIAM  WALTER  DEBOLT 

The  angels  came  on  pleasant  wings 
From  the  foot  of  the  heavenly  throne 
Down  to  the  place  where  the  Saviour  lay 
Deep  in  the  hewn  stone. 

The  angels  came  and  rolled  away 
The  door  of  the  realm  of  gloom 
And  morning  and  Spring  walked  off  with 
the  Lord 

From  the  bondage  of  the  tomb. 


Bells  of  Easter 
BY  GORDON  PRATT  BAKER 

Ring  out,  0  bells,  this  happy  day ! 

Sound  forth  the  message  far  and  wide! 
Life’s  darkest  night  is  swept  away 
Before  Faith’s  ceaseless  surging  tide! 
Where  stood  Christ’s  Cross,  now  angels 
cry, 

“He  is  Risen  —  Love  does  not  die!  ” 

4 ‘He  is  Risen !  ”  0  bells,  ring  on 
And  tell  the  world  that  Death  must  die 
For  Easter  comes  with  every  dawn 
That  sweeps  the  darkness  from  the  sky 
To  spill  upon  our  common  way 
The  light  of  God’s  eternal  day. 


Bicentennial  Scholar  plan  adopted 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
will  celebrate  the  United  Methodist  Bi¬ 
centennial  beyond  1984  by  helping  more 
students  attend  church-related  schools. 

The  “widening  tuition  gap”  has  result¬ 
ed  in  a  decline  in  the  number  of  United 
Methodist  youth  attending  church-relat¬ 
ed  colleges  and  universities.  So  the 
board’s  Division  of  Higher  Education  has 
instituted  a  Bicentennial  Scholars  Pro¬ 
gram  urging  cooperation  ties  of  local 
churches,  colleges  and  universities  and 
the  board  to  give  financial  support  to  stu¬ 
dents  in  need. 

Approved  by  the  board  at  its  spring 
meeting  here  April  5  —  7,  the  program 
will  ask  local  churches  to  nominate  stu¬ 
dents  based  on  their  need.  As  students 
are  selected,  the  board  and  United 
Methodist  schools  would  cooperate  with 
the  churches  to  provide  financial  assis¬ 
tance  for  the  students. 

The  Rev.  Julius  Scott,  head  of  the  high¬ 
er  education  division,  said  that  while 
helping  deserving  students,  “the  Bicen¬ 
tennial  Scholars  Program  would  also 
lead  the  church  in  obtaining  a  sense  of 
ownership”  at  different  levels. 

“These  are  our  institutions,  and  we 
want  to  make  them  more  accessible  to 
United  Methodist  families,  regardless  of 
need,”  he  said. 

Promotion  of  the  program  will  start 
this  summer,  with  the  first  awards  to  be 
given  in  the  fall  of  1985. 

Led  by  the  Division  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion,  the  board  affirmed  campus  minis¬ 
try  as  an  agency-wide  emphasis  for  the 


By  Religious  News  Service 

Noting  a  recent  strain  on  global  church 
resources  caused  by  a  large  number  of 
disasters,  a  meeting  in  Reykjavik,  Iceland, 
was  told  recently  that  there  was,  never¬ 
theless,  much  waste  because  church  relief 
agencies  won’t  coordinate  their  efforts. 

The  meeting  of  ecumenical  agencies 
was  jointly  chaired  by  Stanley  Mitton, 
director  of  foreign  emergency  response 
for  the  U.S. -based  Church  World  Service, 
and  Methodist  Bishop  Yap  Kim  Hao  of 
Singapore,  representing  the  Christian 
Conference  of  Asia. 

Mr.  Mitton,  in  a  subsequent  telephone 
interview  here,  declared  that  “there  can 
be  no  super  organzation  which  is  going 
to  coordinate  or  direct”  the  work  of  the 
international  relief  agencies.  What  is 
needed,  he  said,  is  “coordination,  not 
centralization.” 

One  proposal  to  emerge  from  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  that  in  each  disaster  situation, 
one  agency  “should  take  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  being  a  lead  agency  on  behalf  of 
the  world  ecumenical  family,”  Mr. 
Mitton  said.  He  noted  that  “this  is  going 
to  require  a  degree  of  trust.” 

What  often  happens,  the  CWS  official 
said,  is  that  national  ecumenical 
agencies  send  their  own  personnel  to  a 
disaster  site,  even  when  Christian  relief 
work  is  already  underway,  because  they 
“felt  they  had  to  send  their  own  man  or 
woman  there.”  The  result,  he  added,  is 
that  “we’re  not  using  our  own  man¬ 
power,  or  perhaps  I  should  say  people- 
power,  to  the  best  advantage." 

Mr.  Mitton,  an  Anglican  layman,  said 
the  major  problem  in  dealing  with  such 
matters  is  that  “it  is  not  possible  to  coor¬ 
dinate  worldwide  action  of  the  magni¬ 
tude  that  we’re  having  now.”  As  a  result, 
the  participants  at  the  meeting  decided 
to  focus  on  ways  to  share  information  to 
avoid  needless  duplication. 


1985-88  quadrennium.  As  part  of  the  em¬ 
phasis  the  board  approved  plans  for  a 
five-volume  work  on  the  history  of  cam¬ 
pus  ministry  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  including  biographies  on  cam¬ 
pus  ministers  in  church  history  and  sket¬ 
ches  of  church-related  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities. 

During  the  closing  session  of  the  board 
•meeting,  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter, 
general  secretary,  lauded  board  mem¬ 
bers  for  “spectacular”  achievements 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Diversity  of 
clergywomen  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  legitimacy  of  their  cal¬ 
ling  are  affirmed  and  celebrated  in  a  20- 
minute  filmstrip  by  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry’s  Division  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry. 

Produced  by  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  and  entitled  “Women: 
Called  to  Ministry,”  the  filmstrip  fea¬ 
tures  three  clergywomen  who  share  their 
stories  of  personal  trials  and  victories 
which  led  to  their  decision  to  become 
ministers. 

The  Rev.  Susan  Ruach,  pastor  of 
Seely ville  church  in  Terre  Haute,  Ind., 
recalls,  “When  I  was  about  12,  I  remem¬ 
ber  saying  to  myself,  ‘Gee,  if  I  were  a 
man  ...  I’d  be  a  minister.’  So  when  I  dis¬ 
covered  women  could  be  ministers,  then 
it  was  like  not  deciding,”  she  said.  “Of 


The  19  participants  noted  the  fourfold 
increase  in  the  number  of  natural  disas¬ 
ters  in  the  past  decade,  and  the  rising 
number  of  “man-made  disasters,”  which 
they  said  combined  to  put  “exceptional 
pressures  on  all  emergency  desks,  parti¬ 
cularly  those  whose  staff  has  not  increas¬ 
ed  to  meet  the  growing  demands  of  more 
emergency  situations.” 


during  the  1981-84  quadrennium. 

“You  have  served  notice  on  the  church 
that  theological  and  intellectual  life  is  to 
be  nurtured,”  Dr.  Trotter  said.  “You 
have  been  concerned  with  enhancing  the 
quality  of  professional  education.” 

Dr.  Trotter  lauded  the  ministry  study 
report  to  General  Conference  —  which 
recommends  the  formation  of  two  sepa¬ 
rate  but  equal  orders  of  ministry  —  as 
“dramatic  and  courageous." 


course,  I  would  be  a  minister.” 

The  Rev.  Linda  Thomas  discusses  the 
dilemma  of  being  both  black  and  female  in 
a  denomination  where  the  ordained  min¬ 
istry  is  still  dominated  by  white  males. 

The  Rev.  Mary  Lou  Santillan  Baert, 
editor  of  ethnic  resources  at  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  recounts 
her  work  as  a  missionary  in  Mexico. 
Those  experiences  led  to  increased 
understanding  of  her  role  as  a  Hispanic 
woman  called  by  God  to  the  ministry. 

The  filmstrip  features  colleagues, 
church  members  and  spouses  as  part  of  a 
strong  support  system  for  the  clergy¬ 
women. 


ROBERT  RAINES  urges  Christians  to 
insure  that  future  generations  have 

THE  GIFT  OF  TOMORROW 

Respected  Christian  author  and  activist,  Robert  Raines  concludes  the 
dynamic  Journeys  in  Faith  series  with  his  own  powerful  spiritual  autobiogra¬ 
phy.  Awakened  to  a  personal  accountability  for  the  coming  generations, 
Raines  issues  a  compelling  challenge  to  the  Church  to  join  him  in  the  crucial 
work  for  world  peace  and  ecological  responsibility.  In  an  often  moving  story, 
The  Gift  of  Tomorrow  is  one  man’s  testimony  of  hope,  and  one  that  demands 
a  response.  $10.95,  hard  cover.  #14692-5 


Share  the  personal  stories  of  the  other  prominent  individuals  in  the 
Journeys  In  Faith  series:  All  hard  cover. 

JOHN  R.  CLAYPOOL 

Opening  Blind  Eyes 
$995  <*29213-1 


JIM  WALLIS 
Revive  Us  Again 
A  So/ournors  Story 
$9  95  #36173-7 
JAMES  H.  CONE 
My  Soul  Looks  Back 
$9.95.  #27616-0 
TILDEN  EDWARDS 
All  God  s  Children 
$9.95  #01016-0 
DANIEL  BERRIGAN 
Ten  Commandments  lor 
the  Long  Haul 
$9  95  #41240-4 


ROBERT  MCAFEE  BROWN 

Creative  Dislocation — The  Movement  ol  Grace 
$7  95.  #09826-2 

ROSEMARY  RADFORD  RUETHER 

Disputed  Questions:  On  Being  a  Chnsttan 
$9  95  #10950-7 

MARTIN  E.  MARTY 

By  Way  of  Response 
$895  #04477-4 

VIRGINIA  RAMEY  MOLLENKOTT 

Speech.  Silence,  Action! 

The  Cycle  ot  Faith 
$7.95.  #39169-5 

EDWARD  W.  BAUMAN 

God  s  Presence  in  My  Life 
$7  95  #15444-8 


HARVEY  COX 
Just  As  I  Am 
$10.95  #20687-1 
WILLIAM  STRINGFELLOW 
A  Simplicity  of  Faith: 

My  Experience  in  Mourning 
$9  95  #38505-9 
MARY  LUKE  TOBIN 
Hope  Is  an  Open  Door 
$7.95  #17410-4 
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Delegates  may  alter  UMC  peace ,  nuclear  positions 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

In  the  midst  of  a  U.S.  presidential 
election  campaign  in  which  nuclear  and 
peace  issues  are  prominent,  General 
Conference  delegates  are  likely  to  add 
an  official  United  Methodist  perspec¬ 
tive  on  these  subjects. 

No  general  agency  of  the  church  has 
proposed  that  peace-seeking  should  be¬ 
come  the  denomination’s  “Missional 
Priority”  for  the  next  four  years,  al¬ 
though  there  was  strong  minority  senti¬ 
ment  for  that  among  members  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
and  several  individual  petitions  do 
make  that  call. 

Instead,  Church  and  Society  is  asking 
delegates  to  make  ‘‘Peace  with  Jus¬ 
tice”  a  special  program  and  to  ask  the 
church’s  top  financial  council  to  give 
the  program  “sufficient  funding” 
through  the  Church  and  Society  board 
for  it  to  mobilize  United  Methodists  to 


make  a  difference  on  matters  of  peace. 

Disarmament  specific 

Delegates  are  being  pressed  to  adopt 
new  official  statements  dealing  with  the 
specifics  of  nuclear  disarmament  re¬ 
lated  to  the  many  new  developments 
during  the  past  four  years. 

The  current  United  Methodist  stance 
adopted  in  1980,  decries  the  worldwide 
armaments  race  and  the  arms  industry 
which  promotes  it.  It  is  one  of  some  80 
statements  published  in  “The  Book  of 
Resolutions.” 

The  present  statement  asks  indivi¬ 
dual  nations  to  give  serious  considera¬ 
tion  to  “unilateral  initiatives”  which 
might  stimulate  the  reaching  of  inter¬ 
national  agreement  on  arms  reduction, 
but  it  stops  short  of  advocating  “uni¬ 
lateral  disarmament.” 

Church  and  Society  is  proposing  an 
additional  18  paragraph  statement 


General  Conference 
Issues:  Part  XV 

called  “Christian  Faith  and  Disarma¬ 
ment.” 

It  begins:  “The  prophecy  of  Isaiah  to 
Ahaz,  King  of  Judah,  declared  that 


security  cannot  be  gained  in  foreign  al¬ 
liances,  intensified  hatreds  or 
strengthened  defenses  ...  We  affirm 
Isaiah’s  words  as  a  standard  for  today 
.  .  .  Thus,  we  place  ourselves  with  those 
who  reject  planning  for  war  as  a  path  to 
peace.” 

The  proposed  resolution  would  have 
the  denomination  “rejoice”  in  the 
development  of  a  national  movement  in 
the  U.S.  for  a  nuclear  weapons  freeze  as 
a  “politically  viable  first  step  toward 
achieving  our  goal  of  the  elimination  of 
the  production,  possession,  or  use  of  nu¬ 
clear  weapons.” 

It  would  state  the  legitimacy  of  a 
nation’s  maintenance  of  a  limited  nu¬ 
clear  arsenal  through  the  intermediate 
step  of  arms  reduction. 

But  it  "says  “the  concept  of 
deterrence”  should  be  rejected  as  a 
justification  for  building  up  nuclear 
arsenals  or  perpetually  maintaining 
them. 


The  proposal  would  commit  the  de¬ 
nomination  to  seeking  pledges  from  all 
governments  that  they  would  never 
make  the  first  strike  in  a  nuclear  con¬ 
frontation. 

It  also  would  urge  all  nations  to  ratify 
international  treaties  designed  to  curb 
the  spread  of  all  types  of  weapons  both 
on  earth  and  in  outer  space. 

More  cautious  disarmament 

A  somewhat  more  cautiously  worded 
disarmament  statement  is  being  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  unofficial  United  Method¬ 
ists  for  Religious  Liberty  and  Human 
Rights  group,  although  the  thrust  is 
quite  similar  to  that  of  Church  and 
Society’s. 

The  religious  liberty  group’s  proposal 
states  that  until  disarmament  agree¬ 
ments  “diminish  the  nuclear  threat,  ef¬ 
forts  must  be  made  to  prevent  nuclear 
1  war  by  nuclear  deterrence.”  But  it 


states  that  no  new  nuclear  weapon 
should  be  produced  unless  it  is  absolute¬ 
ly  necessary  for  deterrence. 

The  proposal  calls  for  “genuine  effec¬ 
tive,  verifiable  and  multilateral  arms 
control  and  disarmament.” 

It  states  that  a  “just  peace”  can  be 
sustained  only  through  political  sys¬ 
tems  based  on  the  values  of  democracy 
and  the  “consent  of  the  governed.” 

While  it  states  that  “war  is  in¬ 
compatible  with  the  spirit  of  Christ,”  it 
also  says  “there  may  be  times  when 
war  is  the  least  incompatible  alterna¬ 
tive,  to  combat  an  evil  greater  than 
war.” 

In  contrast,  several  petitions  from 
across  the  church  ask  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  declare  the  importance  of  nu¬ 
clear  weapons  and  to  call  for  the  U.S.  to 
be  the  world’s  strongest  military  force. 
Other  petitions  ask  General  Conference 
to  declare  the  need  for  a  nuclear  freeze 
and  a  “nuclear-free  society.” 


APPLETON,  Wis.  —  A  young  Hmong  couple  receive  the  blessings  of 
minister  Pan  Ying  Voung  as  he  baptizes  their  baby  at  Hmong  Community 
United  Methodist  Church  here.  appleton  post  crescent  photo 


Uprooted  Laotians  find 
new  congregational  home 

By  SUSAN  CARROLL  converted  to  Christianity  in  Laos  under 

Staff  Writer  missionary  efforts  of  the  Christian  and 


APPLETON,  Wis.  -  The  indus¬ 
trialized  flatlands  of  the  upper  Mid¬ 
west  are  an  unlikely  location  for  United 
Methodist  congregations  made  up  of 
refugees  from  the  mountains  of  Laos  in 
Southeast  Asia. 

Nevertheless,  the  second  such  congre¬ 
gation  was  organized  here  recently, 
spinning  off  a  "parenting”  relationship 
with  First  UMC.  After  19  months,  the  300- 
member  Hmong  Community  United 
Methodist  Church  was  offically 
chartered  by  United  Methodism’s  Wis¬ 
consin  Conference.  The  first  Hmong  con¬ 
gregation  was  in  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Few  of  the  1,000  Hmong  who  came  to 
.this  region  under  the  sponsorship  of  sev¬ 
eral  churches  after  escaping  communist 
rule  could  speak  English.  The  refugees 
wanted  to  worship  in  their  own  Hmong 
language  but  they  wanted  their  children, 
who  were  learning  English  in  school,  to 
be  integrated  into  an  American  Sunday 
School  program . 

Appleton  First  UMC  offered  an  answer 
to  both  problems.  They  turned  over  their 
otherwise  empty  chapel  to  the  Hmong  for 
Sunday  services  and  opened  their  Sunday 
School  program  to  the  Asian  youngsters. 
They  also  provided  the  Hmong  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Pan  Ying  Voung,  an  office. 

Most  of  the  Hmong  population  who  re¬ 
settled  in  central  Wisconsin  had  been 


Missionary  Alliance  Church  and  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Church.  Neither  denomina¬ 
tion  offered  followup  Christian  nurturing 
in  the  United  States,  the  Rev.  Charles 
King  of  First  UMC  here  said.  United 
Methodists  were  able  to  fill  several  needs 
of  the  people  —  including  a  Laubach 
Literacy  “English  as  a  Second  Lan¬ 
guage"  course  that’s  taught  each  Satur¬ 
day  to  the  Hmong  at  First  UMC  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  “parent”  congregation. 

Mr.  King  noted  that  sponsoring  the 
Hmong  congregation  has  been  sort  of  an 
in-house  mission  for  members  of  his 
church. 

The  church  is  hoping  that  once  the 
language  barriers  are  broken,  the 
Hmong  people  will  have  better  job  oppor¬ 
tunities  and  will  be  more  comfortable  in 
social  situations.  Most  of  the  Hmong 
work  as  unskilled  laborers  in  area 
factories,  Mr.  King  said. 

The  pastor  recalled  the  1983  Christmas 
Eve  pageant  presented  to  both  congrega¬ 
tions. 

Written  entirely  in  Hmong  and 
produced  in  full  native  costume,  the  play 
covered  the  life  of  Jesus  from  conception 
to  the  time  He  was  12  years  old. 

That  time,  the  language  barrier  was 
not  a  problem. 

"We  all  knew  the  story  line,”  Mr.  King 
quipped. 


!  CLASS 

IF1ED  J 

COMING  TO  OUR  NATION  S  CAPITAL?  Visit  a 

great  church  in  the  heart  of  Washington  Ml.  Ver¬ 

non  PI  United  Methodist.  900  Massachusetts  Ave¬ 
nue.  N  W  Worship  Service  11:00  a  m.  Sundays.  Spe¬ 
cial  Bicentennial  Displays  Telephone  (202)  347-9620 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  RESPONSIBILITIES 

include  choirmaster,  graded  choir  program,  organ 
skills  optional  Full  time  position  to  be  filled  by 
summer  at  1300  member  First  United  Methodist 
Church  Winter  Park,  Florida  (suburb  of  Orlando) 
beautiful  facilities  application  deadline  May  15, 1984 
Send  resume,  picture  and  references  to  Allen  Irvine, 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  125  North 
Interlachen  Avenue,  Winter  Park,  FL  32789 

’  PtelTION  OPEN  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  and 

Education  minimum  of  Bachelor's  degree  in  music 
and  education  required  Previous  experience 
required  Church  of  approximately  1,000  members  in 
beautiful  East  Texas  Salary  of  520 .000 -t-  Send 
resume  to  Bruce  Barber,  422  S  Magnolia,  Palestine, 
TX  75801  

PROMINENT  RETREAT  CENTER  EXPANDS 

staff/program,  seeks  candidates  for  resident 
Program  Director  Should  be  creative,  adaptable, 
divergent,  eclectic,  Masters  level  preferred 
Koinonia.  Rt  1.  South  Haven.  MN.  55382  Call  im¬ 
mediately  612/236-7746 

MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM  TO  LEAD  an 

evangelistic  outreach  in  a  large  growing  church  in 
beautiful  S.  W  Florida  Half-time  position 
Enthusiastic,  newly-retired  pastor  Great  potential 
for  continued  growth  Send  resume  to  Leslie  E 
Rabb,  Senior  Pastor:  Cape  Coral  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  4118  Coronado  Pkwy ..  Cape  Coral,  FL 
33*4. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  CAMP  SITE  MANAGER- 

at  Storm  Mountain  Center  in  South  Dakota  Resume 
deadline  May  1,  1984,  Contact  Randy  McGuire, 
United  Methodist  Conference  Center,  Box  460,  Mit¬ 
chell.  SD  57301 

POSITION  WANTED  GRADUATE  STUDENT 

graduating  in  June  seeks  full-time  organist  position 
Excellent  references  Stan  Cox.  98-38  57th  Avenue. 
Apt  *3  F,  Corona,  NY  11368 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  FULL  TIME  PERSON 

whose  duties  involve  all  or  some  of  the  following: 
Christian  education,  youth  ministries,  family  life, 
pastoral  involvement,  special  events  planning  and 
visitation  Primary  responsibility  will  be  CE  and 
Youth  for  1200  member  church  Salary  and  benefits 
dependent  on  experience,  Send  resume  to  Eric 
Johnson,  Sharon  United  Methodist  Church,  4411 
Sharon  Road,  Charlotte,  NC  28211 

EDUCATION  PROGRAMS  DIRECTOR  Minimum 

of  Bachelor's  degree  in  religious  education  required 
Master's  degree  preferred  Must  have  references 
and  proven  track  record.  Send  resume  to  Mr 
William  Streepe.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  105 
Genesee  Street,  New  Hartford.  NY  13413. 

ORGANIST/CHOI  KM  ASTER  -  growing  program 

-  graded  and  bell  choirs-  750  member  church.  Hill 
Country  Flentrop  Tracker  organ  under  contract  for 
Fall  1985  installation  Church  facilities  for  private 
lessons  Resumes  and  inquiries  requested  Search 
Committee  U  M  C  ,  1800  N  Llano.  Fredericksburg, 

TX  78624 

TWO  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE  SINGLE 

Ministry  and  Leadership  Development  for  larRe 
fast-growing  congregation  that  has  a  unique  blend  of 
social  action  and  evangelical  outreach  Multiple 
staff,  complex  schedule,  demanding  and  challenging 
opportunities  Send  resume  to  William  M  Easum, 
Colonial  Hills  UMC  ,  5247  Vance  Jackson.  San 

STAFF  POSITION  TO  BE  FILLED  We  are 

seeking  a  full  time  staff  person  either  a  Director  of 
Religious  Education  or  an  Associate  Minister  who 
will  work  in  the  area  of  education  with  special 
emphasis  on  Youth  work  Make  inquiries  and/or 
applications  to  Dr  David  L,  Jones,  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  212  Broad  Street,  DeRidder,  LA 
70634  Church  Membership  is  600:  salary  and  other 
benefits  depend  upon  education  and  experience 

WANTED  DmkdoR  OF  YOUTH  for  suburban 

Kansas  City  (Johnson  County)  church  of  2.100 
members  with  active  youth  program  Send  resume 
and/or  inquiry  to  Hobart  Hildyard,  Pastor.  Valley 
View  United  Methodist  Church.  9405  Woodward, 
Shawnee  Mission.  KSC6212  Phone '913. 642-4400 

South  Hamilton,  Massachusetts,  seeks  superintendent 
to  maintain  grounds  and  approximately  twelve  build 
ings  Interested  parties,  should  contact  Ted  Johnson  for 
further  information  5  Pleasant  Avenue.  Asbury 
Grove,  South  Hamilton.  MA  01*2 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  Responsibilities  Youth, 

Education,  preparatory  school  Salary:  entry  level, 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church.  P  O  Box  1185, 
Harlingen,  TX  78550 

Endorsements  outpace  openings 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

United  Methodism’s  five  jurisdictional 
conferences  will  have  at  least  three 
times  as  many  publicly-endorsed 
candidates  as  they  have  vacancies  when 
they  elect  the  denomination’s  newest 
bishops  in  July. 

Eighteen  elections  are  expected  —  16 
as  a  result  of  the  mandatory  retirement 
age  rule,  one  by  the  resignation  of  Bishop 
James  Armstrong  in  Indiana,  and  one  by 
the  death  of  Bishop  Kenneth  Shamblin  in 
Louisiana. 

Most  endorsed  candidates  have  the 
open  support  of  delegates  from  their  own 
annual  conferences  to  their  respective 


Drop-in  center  offers 
respite  from  conference 

BALTIMORE  —  There’ll  be  at  least 
one  place  away  from  the  noise  and  acti¬ 
vity  of  the  1984  General  Conference  here 
May  1-11  —  but  only  a  retired  United 
Methodist  minister,  spouse  or  widow 
qualify  to  go  there. 

Wesley  Memorial  UMC  is  providing, 
rent-free,  two  rooms  and  a  communi¬ 
cations  center.  The  Rev.  Elmer  Schmitt 
of  California,  who  helped  set  up  the  drop- 
in  center,  said  “a  bottomless  coffee  pot 
and  some  California  donuts”  also  will  be 
provided. 

Dr.  Schmitt  said  the  host  church  is  at 
5606  Johnnycake  Road,  Baltimore,  five 
miles  or  20  minutes  from  the  conference 
seat. 

Retired  Bishop  Sundaram 
dies  in  India  at  82 

DELHI,  India  (UMNS)  -  Retired  Bis¬ 
hop  Gabriel  Sundaram  of  Hyderabad,  In¬ 
dia,  died  here  March  17  after  undergoing 
surgery.  He  was  82. 

Bishop  Sundaram,  an  educator,  was 
elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  1956  and 
served  first  in  the  Hyderabad  Area  and 
then  in  the  Lucknow  Area.  He  retired  in 
1969. 

After  retirement,  he  helped  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Southern  Asia  develop  a 
program  of  self-support  and  was  revered 
as  an  elder  statesman.  The  church  be¬ 
came  autonomous  in  1981  but  Bishop 


jurisdictional  gatherings.  A  few  others 
have  the  backing  of  caucus  or  other 
special  interest  groups. 

The  following  56  persons  have  been  en¬ 
dorsed  for  election.  The  annual  confer¬ 
ences  are  listed  for  identification  only. 

Western  Jurisdiction  (two  vacancies) 
Deanna  Bleyle,  Rocky  Mountain; 
Richard  Cain,  Pacific  and  Southwest; 
Thomas  White  Wolf  Fassett,  Alaska 
Missionary;  Arturo  Fernandez,  Californ- 
ia-Nevada;  Elias  Galvan,  Pacific  and 
Southwest;  James  Lawson,  Pacific  and 
Southwest;  Roy  Sano,  California-Neva- 
da;  William  Franklin  Summerour, 
Pacific  Northwest. 


Sundaram  retained  his  status  as  a  bishop 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  whose 
General  Conferences  he  attended  in  1932, 
1952  and  1956. 

Methodist  worldwide 
to  meet  in  Vienna 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.  C.  (UMNS)  - 
Methodists  from  across  Europe  will  be 
joined  by  others  from  the  United  States 
July  26-29  at  a  conference  in  Vienna, 
Austria,  commemorating  in  Europe  the 
Bicentennial  of  American  Methodism. 

Theme  of  the  session  will  be  “To  Serve 
God  All  the  Days  of  Our  Life."  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  Robert  M.  Blackburn  of 
Richmond,  Va  .,  will  represent  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  general  secretary 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council  here,  said 
a  limited  number  of  spaces  are  available 
for  Methodists  from  the  United  States, 
and  reservations  can  be  made  by  writing 
the  Rev.  Helmut  Nausner,  Landgutgasse 
39/8,  A-1100,  Vienna,  Austria. 

Church  women  open 
Washington  Office 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Church  Women 
United  (CWU)  has  opened  a  Washington 
office  in  an  effort  “to  connect  faith  and 
legislative  action,”  sayd  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  president,  Dr.  Thelma  C.  Adair. 

The  office  is  located  across  the  street 
from  the  Capitol  in  the  Methodist  Build- 


South  Centra!  Jurisdiction  (three 
vacancies) 

C.  Rex  Bevins,  Nebraska,  Noe  Gon¬ 
zales,  Rio  Grande;  B.  C.  Goodwin  Jr., 
New  Mexico;  Jean  Marie  Grabher, 
Kansas  East;  Jack  D.  Heacock,  South¬ 
west  Texas;  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Louis¬ 
iana;  Fritz  Mutti,  Missouri  West;  Lycur- 
gus  M.  Starkey,  Missouri  East;  Walter 
Underwood,  Texas;  Richard  B.  Wilke, 
Kansas  West. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  (three 
vacancies) 

Claude  A.  Edmonds,  Eastern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Hae  Jong  Kim,  Northern  New 
Jersey;  Dean  A.  Lanning,  Northern  New 


ing,  where  a  number  of  church  and  reli¬ 
gious  agencies  are  housed. 

From  its  Washington  base,  CWU  will 
promote  issues  affecting  women  and 
children,  and  work  collaboratively  with 
other  groups  on  peace,  human  rights  and 
economic  justice  efforts,  officials  of  the 
group  said. 

The  organization  says  it  plans  to  do  leg¬ 
islative  monitoring  and  develop  train¬ 
ing  programs  for  advocacy  and  action. 

Sister  Marjorie  Tuite,  CWU’s  director 
of  citizen  action,  will  manage  the  Wash¬ 
ington  office  until  a  permanent  director 
is  named. 

Church  Women  United  is  a  national  or¬ 
ganization  of  Protestant,  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  and  Orthodox  women. 


YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING.  We  provide  ali  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  teach  dynamic 
Bible  courses. 

A  LAY  ACADEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS . 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  OLD  AND  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR. 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  of 
the  Bible. 

LOOK  IT  OVER  I  Introductory  Kit  $15 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 
Bo«25101  •  Dallas.  TX  75225 
214-526-8498 


Jersey;  Felton  E.  May,  Peninsula,  Paul 
J.  Meuschke,  Western  Pennsylvania; 
Forrest  Stith,  Baltimore;  Blaine  E.  Tay¬ 
lor,  Southern  New  England;  Richard 
Thornburg,  New  York,  Donald  H. 
Treese,  Central  Pennsylvania  ,  Theodore 
J.  Weeden  Sr.,  Western  New  York; 
Charles  Yrigoyen,  Eastern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

North  Central  Jurisdiction  (four 
vacancies)] 

R.  Sheldon  Duecker,  North  Indiana; 
Rueben  Job,  South  Dakota;  Hughey  L. 
Jones,  West  Ohio;  Charles  Wesley 
Jordan,  Northern  Illinois;  Raymond 
Lamb,  Detroit;  David  J.  Lawson,  South 
Indiana;  Leroy  Moore,  Iowa;  Frank  H. 
Nestler,  Central  Illinois;  Perry  H.  Saito, 
Wisconsin;  Thomas  Walker,  Minnesota; 
Woodie  W.  White,  Detroit. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  (six 
vacancies) 

William  P.  Bailey  Jr.,  Memphis; 
Joseph  B.  Bethea,  North  Carolina.; 
Henry  C.  Clay,  Mississippi,  John  G. 
Corry,  Tennessee,  R.  Kern  Eutslec, 
Virginia;  Ernest  A.  Fitzgerald,  Western 
North  Carolina;  Ross  Freeman,  South 
Georgia;  Prentiss  M.  Gordon,  North 
Mississippi;  Cornelius  Henderson,  North 
Georgia,  Bevel  Jones,  North  Georgia; 
Leontine  Kelly,  Virginia;  J.  Lloyd  Knox, 
Florida;  Clay  F.  Lee,  Mississippi; 
Richard  C.  Looney,  Holston;  C.  J.  Lupo, 
South  Carolina;  Robert  C.  Morgan, 
North  Alabama. 


Abandoned  At  Birth 


KA  YOUNG  of  Korea  hoc  novor  known 
tho  iovo  of  a  fathor  or  mothor.  Sho  hoc  ox- 
porioncod  tho  Iovo  of  a  Hoavonly  Fothor 
through  tho  oxcollont  coro  glvon  hor  by 
tho  Chrictian  ctoff  ot  tho  Childron'c  Homo 
In  Pucon,  Koroa.  WORLD'S  CHILDREN.  INC. 
Is  cooking  a  sponsor  for  Ka  Young,  ago 
throo,  so  sho  can  bo  fod  spiritually  and 
physically. 

WHAT  IS  A  SPONSOR?  An  Individual, 
couplo,  family,  church  or  civic  group  can 
sponsor  a  child  for  $13  o  month.  Thot’s 
loss  than  44*  oach  day  I  WORLD'S  CHIL¬ 
DREN,  INC.  has  boon  cooking  sponsors  for 
dostltuto  childron  sinco  1965. 

WHAT  DOES  THE  SPONSOR  RECEIVE?  Full 
information  on  tho  child's  llfo  plus  photo, 
addross  and  nows  concorning  WCI.  Reg¬ 
ular  progross  reports  on  tho  childron  are 
sent  to  tho  sponsors  along  with  timely 
newsletters. 

WORLD'S  CHILDREN,  INC.  Is  U.  S.  govern¬ 
ment  opprovod  so  oil  donotlons  ore  tax- 
deductible.  An  audit  copy  Is  furnished 
oach  sponsor. 

WHAT  IS  THE  PERCENTAGE  OF  FUNDS 
SENT  OVERSEAS?  Audited  records  indicate 
91%  of  funds  received  In  1983  wore  sent 
on  for  tho  children's  food,  clothing  and 
educational  needs. 


Wouldn't  you  like  to  bo  a  blessing  to  Ka 
Young  or  another  child  like  hor?  Write 
today: 


I  Slat*  ond  Zip 


|  Writ*  to:  Mr*.  Carol  Ivoy,  P.  O.  Bo*  1 
1 2979.  Wlntor  Moron .  plo.  33680. 
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Reporter  editorial  spurred  article 


National  magazine  salutes  UMC 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

INDIANAPOLIS  —  The  April  issue  of 
the  Saturday  Evening  Post  takes  the 
magazine’s  second  look  in  three  years  at 
American  Methodism  in  an  article  en¬ 
titled  “United  Methodists:  Freedom  and 
Grace.” 

This  second  look  is  a  “positive,  up-beat 
portrayal  of  the  denomination,"  said 
Robert  L.  Silvers,  Saturday  Evening 
Post  religion  editor  and  associate  pub¬ 
lisher.  The  Indianapolis-based  magazine 
timed  the  article’s  release  concurrently 
with  American  Methodism’s  Bicenten¬ 
nial  celebration  and  one  month  ahead  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

Veteran  journalist  Newman  Cryer, 
who  has  worked  35  years  with  various 
United  Methodist  publications,  wrote  the 
four-page  article.  Mr.  Cryer  chronicles 
the  church’s  growth  against  the  back¬ 
drop  of  American  history  with  facts, 
photographs  and  quotes  from  leading 
United  Methodists. 

Mr.  Cryer  writes,  “Two  hundred  years 
ago,  60  circuit-riding  preachers  gathered 
together  on  Christmas  Eve  in  a  small 
meetinghouse  on  Lovely  Lane,  just  a  few 
blocks  away  near  the  harbor  of  old  Balti¬ 
more,  to  organize  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  (ME)  Church.  From  meetinghouse  to 
civic  center,  from  a  few  thousand  mem¬ 
bers  to  9.4  million  in  the  United  States 
alone,  the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
grown  by  leaps  and  bounds.  ” 

In  sharp  contrast 

This  is  in  sharp  contrast  with  the  Post’s 
1981  look  at  Methodism.  “The  Methodist 
article  was  one  in  a  series  on  denomina¬ 
tions  written  by  contributing  writer 
Russell  Hitt,”  explained  Mr.  Silvers.  “It 


was  the  only  one  in  the  series  that  re¬ 
ceived  negative  response.  It  didn’t  sit 
well  with  United  Methodists  around  the 
country  because  of  its  inaccuracies.  ” 

The  first  to  voice  “negative  response” 
to  the  article  was  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  according  to  Mr.  Silvers.  In  an 
April  22,  1983,  editorial  entitled,  “Ben 
Franklin  would  expect  better”  the  news¬ 
paper’s  editors  questioned  what  they 
considered  the  Post’s  unequal  repre¬ 
sentation  of  denominations. 

The  editorial  noted  that  another  article 
in  the  series  on  Southern  Baptists  was 
written  by  that  denomination’s  public 
relations  executive,  while  the  Methodist 
article  had  been  authored  by  a  non- 
Methodist  who  was  “perhaps  an  outside 

WCC  stories 
win  award 

DALLAS  (UMR)  —  The  Reporter’s 
former  managing  editor,  Sharon  Mielke, 
won  the  top  award  for  newswriting  given 
by  the  Dallas  Professional  Chapter  of 
Women  in  Communications  for  her 
coverage  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  Sixth  Assembly  last  summer 
in  Vancouver,  Canada. 

Ms.  Mielke’s  coverage  occupied  major 
space  in  five  consecutive  weekly  issues 
of  the  Reporter,  including  three  complete 
weeks  of  coverage  from  the  assembly  it¬ 
self.  The  WCC  Assembly  meets  only 
about  every  seven  years. 

Other  finalists  in  the  category  in  which 
she  won  were  a  writer  for  World  Book 
Encyclopedia  and  a  writer  for  South¬ 
western  Bell  Telephone.  Judge  in  this 
category  was  Hal  Wingo,  assistant  editor 
for  People  magazine. 


critic.”  The  editorial  also  indicated  that 
“numerous  inaccuracies  and  negative 
biases”  were  contained  in  the  article. 

“The  Reporter’s  editorial  got  our 
attention,”  Mr.  Silvers  said.  “It  brought 
us  to  the  realization  that  apparently  the 
article  was  less  accurate  than  it  should 
have  been. 

“In  response  I  wrote  a  letter  of  apology 
to  the  Reporter’s  editor-general  mana¬ 
ger  Spurgeon  Dunnam,  explaining  that 
the  United  Methodist  Church  would  be 
included  in  a  future  denominational 
series,  and  that  the  article  would  be  more 
accurate.  I  believe  that  Mr.  Cryer’s 
article  has  given  a  broad  yet  distinctive 
perspective  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church,”  he  said. 

Reprints  offered 

The  Saturday  Evening  Post  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  Benjamin-Allan  and 
Associates,  a  church-oriented  marketing 
firm  here,  is  making  reprints  of  the  arti¬ 
cle  available  at  20  cents  each.  The  firm’s 
officials  hope  that  each  United  Methodist 
pastor  will  order  enough  reprints  to  give 
to  each  member  of  his  or  her  church  and 
to  challenge  that  member  to  give  a 
reprint  to  10  friends  and  relatives. 

“This  is  a  great  tool  for  building  pride 
within  active  members  and  for  reaching 
inactives,”  said  Clarence  B.  Phairas,  co- 
owner  of  Benjamin  Allan.  “Using  this 
plan  a  church  of  100  could  effectively 
introduce  1,000  new  people  to  the  de¬ 
nomination.”  He  said  the  average  order 
is  500  reprints. 

To  date  375,000  reprints  have  been 
ordered  and  distributed  by  UM  congre¬ 
gations.  Reprints  may  be  secured  from 
Benjamin-Allan  and  Associates,  P.O. 
Box  91,  Alexanderia,  IN.  46001,  (317  )  724- 
4484.  The  order  deadline  is  May  15, 1984. 


the  church  today 


APRIL  20,  1984 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PAGE  5- 


‘Last  days’  imagery  said  overused 


By  JOHN  DART 

Special  To  Religious  News  Service 

Is  it  time  to  blow  the  whistle  on 
Armageddon  talk  —  at  least  of  the  “bibli¬ 
cal  prophecy’’  strain? 

Public  debate  about  widespread  de¬ 
struction  that  would  accompany  nuclear 
war  has  revived  the  use  of  “last  days” 
imagery  from  the  New  Testament  and 
casual  reference  to  the  place  named 
Armageddon  as  a  metaphor  for  a  nuclear 
holocaust  —  and  not  only  by  professional 
religionists. 

;  Scientists,  secular  peace  advocates, 
9nd  politicians  have  all  employed  the 
apocalyptic  mode. 

Perhaps  most  startling  was  a  remark 
by  President  Reagan  last  October  to 
Thomas  Dine  of  the  American-Israel 
Public  Affairs  Committee  about  the 
fighting  in  Lebanon. 

“You  know,”  the  president  is  reported 
to  have  said,  “I  turn  back  to  your  ancient 
prophets  in  the  Old  Testament  and  the 
signs  foretelling  Armageddon  and  I  find 
myself  wondering  if  we’re  the  generation 
that  is  going  to  see  that  come  about.  I 


don’t  know  if  you’ve  noted  any  of  those 
prophecies  lately,  but,  believe  me,  they 
certainly  describe  the  times  we’re  going 
through.” 

In  the  context  of  Mr.  Reagan’s  reli¬ 
gious  rhetoric  in  early  1984,  his  speech 
depicting  the  Soviet  Union  as  “an  evil 
empire”  last  year  and  his  willingness  to 
be  closely  identified  with  the  religious 
right,  the  president’s  view  of  America’s 
role  in  the  grand  scheme  of  things  has 
critics  worried. 

“With  Armageddon  talk  you  downplay 
a  rational  foreign  policy.  We  can’t  afford 
a  president  caught  up  in  mythical  ima¬ 
gery,”  said  humanities  professor  Robert 
S.  Alley  of  the  University  of  Richmond. 

Believers  say  it’s  unstoppable 

If  Mr.  Reagan  subscribes  to  specula¬ 
tions  popularized  by  author  Hal  Lindsey 
and  other  fundamentalist  Christians,  he 
sees  a  war  to  end  all  wars  as  only  years 
away  and  the  primary  battlefield  as 
Israel.  Nothing  can  be  done  to  stop  bibli- 
cally-prophesized  events,  say  these 
believers. 


Baptist  pastor  gets  top 
Hungarian  recognition 


BUDAPEST  —  The  Rev.  Janos 
Laczkovszki  recently  received  the  high¬ 
est  civil  award  of  the  Hungarian  People’s 
Republic. 

The  Gold  Medal  was  granted  for  out¬ 
standing  service  as  president  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Union  of  Hungary  during  the  past  17 
years.  The  Hungarian  Free-Church 
Council  recommended  Mr.  Laczkovszki, 
who  becomes  the  second  clergyman  ever 
to  receive  the  honor. 

During  his  presidential  terms,  Baptists 
in  Hungary  have  built  or  renovated  41 
church  buildings,  25  of  which  have 
included  pastors’  homes.  In  addition,  two 
large  buildings  and  two  smaller  ones  are 
under  construction. 

This  building  activity  followed  a  long 
period  when  no  church  structures  could 
be  built  or  restored.  It  is  the  result  of  a  fi¬ 
nancial  and  voluntary  labor  effort  on  the 
part  of  Hungarian  Baptists,  who  were 
supported  to  some  extent  by  Baptists  out¬ 
side  Hungary. 

In  his  closing  presidential  address,  he 
reported  that  more  than  10,000  books  had 
been  printed  during  1983,  compared  to  a 
time  in  the  1960’s  when  some  2,000  books 
Vere  published  over  a  three-year  period. 
Some  Baptist  publications  are  available 
in  public  book  stores  as  well  as  in  church 


outlets.  Of  7,000  copies  of  a  hymn  book 
with  notes  recently  printed,  only  600 
copies  are  left.  Because  it  contains  a 
popular  selection  of  some  170  children’s 
songs,  the  hymnal  also  is  used  by 
Reformed  and  Lutheran  churches. 

The  Hungarian  Baptist  community, 
including  children  of  member  families 
and  friends  who  regularly  attend  ser¬ 
vices,  numbers  more  than  20,000  oersons. 


Janos  Laczkovszki 


Book  Review 


Questions  about  such  interpretations 
(mainly  from  biblical  books  of  Daniel, 
Ezekiel  and  Revelation)  have  been 
raised  by  William  S.  LaSor,  professor 
emeritus  at  Fuller  Theological  Seminary 
in  Pasadena,  Calif.  In  his  book  “The 
Truth  About  Armageddon”  (Harper  & 
Row,  1982),  Prof.  LaSor  doubts  that  the 
Gog  and  Magog  in  Ezekiel  can  be  used  le¬ 
gitimately  in  the  battle  scenario  con¬ 
structed  by  Mr.  Lindsey.  “Each  chapter 
raises  a  problem  with  interpretations  in 
popular  writing,  though  I  don’t  have  any 
solutions,”  he  said. 

The  Old  Testament  scholar  maintains 
from  a  conservative  Christian  stance 
that  apocalyptic  writings  are  supposed  to 
be  meaningful  for  all  times  of  crisis. 
“But  I  object  to  the  use  of  the  material  to 
scare  people,”  he  said. 

Likewise,  Catholic  activist-poet  Daniel 
Berrigan  used  imagery  from  Revelation 
in  a  lecture  last  fall  in  Los  Angeles  but 
said  biblical  apocalyptic  language  was 
intended  to  “give  courage.”  The  “beast” 
imagery  was  employed  variously  as  the 
“nuclear  beast”  or  the  beast  of  lust  and 
greed  emerging  from  individuals. 

Father  Berrigan ’s  talk  was  a  part  of  an 
apocalyptically  toned  “Fate  of  the 
Earth”  lecture  series.  Indeed,  many  li¬ 
beral  groups  opposed  to  the  nuclear  arms 
race  have  found  that  terms  used  by  fun¬ 
damentalists  can  be  applied  in  new  ways 
to  war-threatening  situations. 

‘Lust  for  immortality’  cited 

In  their  “lust  for  immortality,”  funda¬ 
mentalists  still  present  heaven  or  hell  as 
the  bottom  line  in  raising  the  spectre  of 
Armageddon  and  the  Second  Coming  of 
Christ,  philosophy  professor  Joe  Edward 
Barnhart  of  North  Texas  State  Univer¬ 
sity  declared  at  a  University  of  Southern 
California  symposium. 

The  Bible’s  apocalyptic  writings  are 
riddled  with  hate  and  love  —  the  love 
reserved  for  believing  insiders  only  — 
Prof.  Barnhart  said. 

Because  eternal  torment  in  hell  is 
threatened  for  even  the  most  decent  of 
people  who  remain  unconverted,  this 
“apocalypse  macabre”  is  “evangelical¬ 
ism’s  ultimate  obscenity,”  he  said,  a 
punishment  greater  than  any  achieved 
by  Hitler  or  Stalin. 

Biblical  books  were  often  a  response  to 
historical  situations  and  the  names  of 
prophets  or  apostles  attached  to  them 
after  their  lifetimes,  said  the  scholars. 

Ironically,  the  “villain”  most  fre¬ 
quently  mentioned  by  the  scholars,  one 
accused  of  “rape  of  the  (biblical)  text,” 
was  none  other  than  the  evening 
speaker,  Hal  Lindsey,  whose  1970  book 
“The  Late  Great  Planet  Earth”  has  sold 
more  than  18  million  copies. 


Teachings  of  Jesus  illuminated 


By  LOVETT  HAYES  WEEMS  JR. 

Understanding  The  Teachings  of  Jesus 
j>y  David  Abernathy,  Seabury  Press,  261 
pages  paperback,  $13.95.  Available  as  a 
set  of  six  audio  cassettes  from  the  Pro- 
jestant  Radio  and  Television  Center,  1727 
Clifton  Road.  N.E.,  Atlanta,  GA  30329. 

;  Working  from  a  series  of  lectures 
yhich  the  late  Norman  Perrin  recorded 
privately  in  1962,  David  Abernathy,  a  stu- 

|  Poem  of  the  Week 

Holy  Saturday 

BY  ANGELA  GALL 
JSpring  must  have  been  at  its  best 
3n  the  garden  where  Joseph  laid  Jesus 
J  to  rest, 

jOlive  and  fig  trees  green-brushed  and 

•  feathered, 

^Lilies  white-cupped,  swallows  preened 
'  and  new  feathered, 

;And  over  all  a  warm,  hallowed  air 
;As  if  nature  and  man  were  bowed  there 
j  in  prayer, 

'Mary  and  Peter,  James  and  John 
'And  the  others  who  loved  Him, 

•;  mourning  Him  gone, 

'Unaware  that  the  season  would  come 

*  full-bloom 

'With  His  promised  word  flowered  true 
j  at  the  tomb. 


dent  and  associate  of  Prof.  Perrin,  la¬ 
bored  for  a  number  of  years  to  update, 
adapt,  and  present  Perrin’s  study  of  the 
teaching  of  the  historical  Jesus  in  a  way 
that  would  be  accessible  to  the  non-ex- 
pert. 

This  book,  which  includes  recent  devel¬ 
opments  in  New  Testament  scholarship, 
is  the  result.  Dr.  Abernathy  has  per¬ 
formed  a  real  service  in  making  this  ma¬ 
terial  available  in  an  organized  and  use¬ 
ful  way. 

The  goals  of  this  book  are  to  teach  the 
reader  the  principles  of  a  critical  reading 
of  the  New  Testament  material  in  order 
to  determine  what  it  was  that  Jesus  real¬ 
ly  said  and  to  enable  the  use  of  that  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  New  Testament  background 
to  make  the  meaning  of  Jesus’  teaching 
clear  for  persons  today.  The  author 
clearly  introduces  critical  methods  and 
explains  them  carefully  for  those  who 
have  not  encountered  them  before. 

Once  a  teaching  has  been  established 
as  originating  with  Jesus,  the  meaning  of 
the  teaching  in  its  original  context  is  ex¬ 
amined.  Each  chapter  ends  with  a  glos¬ 
sary,  bibliography,  and  study  questions. 

The  book  is  so  designed  that  it  can  be 
used  for  group  or  individual  study.  A  val¬ 
uable  appendix  includes  Dr.  Abernathy’s 
selection  and  paraphrases  of  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  Jesus,  given  without  the  connect¬ 


ing  narrative  of  the  Gospel  writers. 

The  audio  cassette  series  is  also  excep¬ 
tionally  well  done  with  the  highest  pro¬ 
duction  and  technical  quality.  As  with  the 
book,  subject  topics  are  dealt  with  clear¬ 
ly,  scripture  is  used  appropriately 
throughout,  and  the  glossary  included 
with  each  unit  will  benefit  everyone  who 
uses  the  series. 

This  work  represents  a  genuine  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  study  of  the  teachings  of 
Jesus  and  of  New  Testament  study  in 
general.  Pastors  and  lay  persons  alike 
who  are  serious  about  Bible  study  will 
find  in  this  material  the  kind  of  in-depth, 
yet  understandable,  intellectual  and  spir¬ 
itual  challenge  they  are  seeking.  Full  uti¬ 
lization  of  this  study  will  require  commit¬ 
ment  and  effort  but  the  rewards  of  a  gen¬ 
uine  encounter  with  this  material  can  be 
immense. 

Dr.  Weems  is  vice  president  of  Wes¬ 
ley  Theological  Seminary,  Washington. 


Mr.  Lindsey  was  asked  by  one  listener 
why  a  natural  reading  of  Matthew  24 : 1-34 
wouldn’t  indicate  Jesus  was  telling  his 
disciples  that  its  own  generation  would 
not  die  off  before  the  “last  days” 
transpired. 

Mr.  Lindsey  replied  that  “in  70  A.D., 
the  world  didn’t  see  a  global  holocaust,” 
referring  to  the  abortive  Jewish  revolt 
against  Rome,  which  led  to  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  Jerusalem  temple,  nor  has  it 
seen  anything  like  the  tumult  and  de¬ 
struction  described  in  Matthew. 

Thus,  he  said,  “this  generation”  has  to 
refer  to  the  one  living  now.  Among 
reasons  cited  by  Mr.  Lindsey  is  that  the 
establishment  of  the  state  of  Israel,  in 
1948,  signaled  the  beginning  of  the  “last 
days.” 

James  Robinson  of  Claremont  Grad¬ 
uate  School -followed  the  Lindsey  talk 
with  a  different  view  of  Jesus’  thinking. 
The  New  Testament  scholar  said  Jesus 
was  converted  by  an  apocalyptic  leader, 
John  the  Baptist,  but  the  sayings  of  Jesus 
broadly  regarded  as  authentic  reflect  a 
sublime  kind  of  message;  that  is,  sayings 
about  not  being  anxious  about  clothes, 
food  and  the  future,  loving  one’s  enemies 
and  offering  the  other  cheek. 

“I  don’t  know  if  there  is  a  God,  but  that 
talk  is  talk  worthy  of  God  and  it  is 
true  ...  We  ought  to  be  grateful  this 
‘apocalypticist’  taught  that  way,”  Mr. 
Robinson  said.  The  later  followers 
“couldn’t  sustain  the  subtlety”  and  intro¬ 
duced  “gimmicky  and  banal”  elements 
into  writings  that  were  incorporated  into 
the  New  Testament,  he  claimed. 

What  Mr.  Robinson  called  the  gim¬ 
micky  elements  —  the  threats  of  damna¬ 
tion  and  destruction  —  are  nevertheless 
regarded  by  many  Christians  as  equally 
authentic  Jesus  teachings.  For  some,  es¬ 
pecially  fundamentalist  sects,  it  is  the 
most  important  material,  noted  Lowell 
D.  Streiker,  director  of  a  Burlingame, 
Calif.,  counseling  center  for  ex-cultists 
and  their  families. 

(John  Dart  writes  about  religion  for 
the  Los  Angeles  Times.) 


Study  foresees 
strong  Jewish 


consensus 

BALTIMORE  (RNS)  —  A  “strong  con¬ 
sensus”  of  Jews  will  remain  a  force  in 
American  society  in  the  next  century  de¬ 
spite  internal  religious  friction  and 
demographic  losses,  a  new  study  com¬ 
missioned  by  the  American  Jewish  Con¬ 
gress  has  concluded. 

According  to  the  study,  Israel  will 
continue  to  be  a  main  focus  for  Jews  in 
the  United  States.  This  fact,  the  report 
says,  will  help  to  solidify  the  Jewish  com¬ 
munity,  as  will  the  tradition  of  philan- 
throphy  and  a  prevailing  current  of  poli¬ 
tical  liberalism. 

But  the  cautiously  hopeful  outlook  of 
the  study  is  based  on  a  belief  that  strong 
negative  trends  must  be  overcome. 
These  trends  are  such  unfavorable  demo¬ 
graphic  changes  as  population  shifts  and 
a  low  birth  rate,  the  threateningly  high 
rates  of  intermarriage  and  assimilation 
into  the  non-Jewish  community,  and  the 
“growing  polarity”  between  the  strong 
but  numerically  small  Orthodox  and 
other  larger  Jewish  groups,  both  reli¬ 
gious  and  non-religious. 

National  religious  surveys  divide  U.S. 
Jews  this  way:  Reform,  26  percent; 
Conservative,  36  percent;  Orthodox,  6 
percent  (13  percent  in  the  New  York 
area) ;  and  secular,  32  percent. 

Entitled  “The  American  Jewish 
Community  in  the  2lst  Century,”  the 
report  was  prepared  by  Donald  Feldstein 
for  the  biennial  convention  of  the 
American  Jewish  Congress,  held 
recently  in  Baltimore. 


Dear  Deborah 

Higher  authority  quoted 


|  Victims  and  offenders 
!also  need  ministering  to 


ELKHART,  Ind.  —  How  do  you  go  on 
Iwith  your  life  when  your  oldest  daughter 
‘Lisa,  a  19-year-old  college  student,  has 
.'been  violently  beaten  to  death? 

*  What  do  you  say  to  your  friend  John  on 
'.death  row  when  you  bring  the  news  that 
;his  appeal  to  live  has  been  denied,  again? 

;  These  were  not  hypothetical  questions 
;for  Charlotte  Hullinger  and  the  Rev. 

;  Murphy  Davis,  two  key  speakers  at  a 
; conference  “Both  Sides  of  Crime:  Minis¬ 
itering  Among  Victims  and  Offenders.” 

I  The  conference  was  at  Associated  Men- 
Inonite  Biblical  Seminaries  (AMBS)  in 
;  Elkhart. 

;  Ms.  Hullinger,  the  mother  of  Lisa,  is 
I  the  executive  director  of  Parents  of  Mur- 
|  dered  Children,  a  national  self-help  orga- 
;  nization  that  offers  support  to  families  of 
;  murder  victims. 

;  Ms.  Davis,  the  Georgia  director  of 
;  Southern  Prison  Ministries,  works  with 
;  people  on  death  row  and  women  in 
;  prison.  They  work  with  people  on 
;  opposite  sides  of  the  criminal  justice 
;  equation  —  victims  and  offenders  — 

;  people  traditionally  regarded  as 
;  adversaries. 

;  In  her  opening  message  Ms.  Davis 
;  referred  to  the  Christian  mandate  to  visit 


the  prisoner.  By  turning  to  the  prisoner, 
Christians  serve  as  Jesus  served,  she 
noted.  When  Christians  visit  prisoners 
they  are  confessing  their  own  sin  and 
recognizing  that  they  are  kin  to  the  men 
and  women  on  death  row,  she  said.  In 
standing  with  these  sisters  and  brothers, 
Christians  incarnate  God’s  salvation  and 
hope  for  the  world. 

Ms.  Davis  said  that  economic  factors, 
more  than  the  concerns  for  true  justice, 
determine  prison  construction  and  atti¬ 
tudes  on  the  death  penalty. 

The  heyday  for  executions  in  the 
United  States  was  during  the  depths  of 
the  Depression  years  in  1935  when  199 
people  were  killed.  She  was  not 
optimistic  about  the  near  future, 
concluding  that  “we’re  getting  back  to 
such  a  time." 

Ms.  Hullinger  spoke  with  equal 
conviction  about  the  need  to  stand  by 
victims.  In  telling  about  the  death  of  her 
daughter  she  talked  about  the  inadequate 
responses,  both  religious  and  secular,  to 
her  despairing  grief  and  anger. 

She  said  that  instead  of  allowing  her  to 
experience  the  pain  of  her  loss,  people 
came  to  her  with  platitudes  about  the 
working  out  of  God’s  will  in  the  world. 


Dear  Deborah: 

In  your  reply  to  a  question  about  per¬ 
fection,  you  quote  John  Wesley  which  is 
good,  but  there  is  a  higher  authority  than 
John  Wesley.  Jesus,  in  his  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  St.  Matthew  5:48  said,  “Be  ye 
therefore  perfect  as  your  heavenly 
Father  is  perfect.” 

Also,  Moffett  says:  “You  must  be  per¬ 
fect  as  your  heavenly  Father  is  perfect.” 
Your  reader  should  study  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  (to  learn  about  our  call  to  perfec¬ 
tion.) 

In  Christian  love, 
Grace  M.D. 

Dear  Grace: 

You  catch  me  up  in  a  problem  I 
have  of  usually  making  the  assump¬ 
tion  that  my  readers  have  read  and 
are  familiar  with  their  Bibles.  I  was, 
in  this  instance,  just  adding  the 
statements  of  John  Wesley  on  this 
matter.  Thank  you. 

Dear  Deborah: 

I  would  like  to  call  your  readers’  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  new  supplemental  worship 
resources  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  There  is  an  alternative:  “A  Ser¬ 
vice  of  Christian  Marriage.”  In  this  new 
resource  provisions  are  made  to  include 
Scripture  readings  after  which  a  homily, 
sermon,  charge,  or  other  response  to  the 
Scriptures  may  follow. 

The  language  is  contemporary  and 
offers  a  real  alternative  to  the  “10  minute 
special”  that  presently  comprises  our  of¬ 
ficial  “Order  for  the  Service  of  Mar¬ 
riage”  in  “The  Book  of  Worship.” 

The  Rev.  A.A.C.,  D.  Min. 


Dear  A.A.C.: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter. 
However,  I  would  like  to  defend  that 
“10  minute  special”  as  the  most 
beautiful  gem  of  our  worship  inheri¬ 
tance  and  I  hope  we  never  lose  it  — 
unless  we  can  truly  do  it  better.  Per¬ 
sonally  I  have  heard  many  a  min¬ 
ister  (and  lay  person,  too )  try,  but 
they  always  fall  sadly  short  of  the 
goal. 


******  *  * 

►r  vAff  *  x 


GARDEN  GROVE,  Calif.  —  Dr.  Robert  Schuller  stands  inside  the  Crystal 
Cathedral  here,  where  an  original  Easter  music  production  will  be  presented 
April  22.  Costs  are  estimated  at  $1  million.  religious  news  service  photo 

Dr.  Schuller  stages 
$ 1  million  Easter  play 


GARDEN  GROVE,  Calif.  (RNS)  - 
“The  Glory  of  Easter,”  a  musical  pas¬ 
sion  play  depicting  the  last  seven  earthly 
days  of  Jesus  Christ,  will  be  performed 
at  the  Rev.  Robert  Schuller’s  Crystal  Ca¬ 
thedral  here  on  a  giant  stage  rising  three 
stories  high. 

The  $1 -million  Easter  extravaganza, 
narrated  by  Gregory  Peck,  includes  a 
cast  of  more  than  400,  live  animals,  and 
an  original  score  ranging  from  gospel  to 
cathedral  music.  The  set,  which  incorpo¬ 
rates  three  balconies,  is  the  largest  ever 
used  at  a  Crystal  Cathedral  production. 
Special  effects  dramatize  the  crucifixion 
and  resurrection. 

When  Jesus  is  removed  from  the  cross, 
thunder  and  lightning  flash  across  a  tur¬ 
bulent  storm  scene  as  a  fireball  descends 
90  feet  to  the  stage.  Sound  waves  pene¬ 
trate  the  audience  with  the  assistance  of 
“sensor sound,”  and  there  will  be  a  simu¬ 
lated  earthquake.  In  the  resurrection 
scene,  a  flying  angel  appears  and  points 
at  the  stone  over  the  tomb.  There  is  a 
blinding  flash  and  the  stone  rolls  away, 
breaking  the  Roman  seal.  Smoke  and 
flashes  of  light  fill  the  tomb. 

The  script  was  written  by  Paul  David 
Dunn,  who  lived  four  years  in  Israel  and 
co-founded  the  Jerusalem  Center  for  Bib¬ 
lical  Studies  in  1981.  He  also  happens  to 
be  Dr.  Schuller’s  son-in-law.  However, 
Mr.  Dunn  says  he  became  a  playwright 
well  before  he  became  family  and  won 
the  job  on  the  strength  of  his  talent. 

He  said  he  wrote  the  special  effects 
into  the  play  “to  create  an  environment 
to  draw  people  back  into  that  era.”  All 


the  words  of  Jesus  are  drawn  from  the 
New  Testament  accounts,  Mr.  Dunn 
said,  but  the  reactions  and  statements  of 
others  are  often  used  to  bring  out  aspects 
of  First-Century  Palestine  not  generally 
known  to  Bible  readers. 

Some  passion  plays  have  been  criti¬ 
cized  by  Jewish  organizations  for  alleged 
anti-Semitic  elements.  Mr.  Dunn  says  he 
thinks  this  won't  be  a  problem  in  “The 
Glory  of  Easter.” 

“I’ve  tried  to  give  a  historical  depic¬ 
tion  of  people  who  were  and  were  not  in¬ 
volved  in  the  crucifixion  and  show  that  at 
least  one  member  of  the  Sanhedrin  did 
not  want  Jesus  crucified,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Dunn  indulges  in  “harmonizing” 
gospel  accounts  and  taking  some  liber¬ 
ties,  not  uncommon  for  stage  and  film 
stories  of  Jesus.  In  one  scene,  Mary  Mag¬ 
dalene  anoints  Jesus  with  perfume,  even 
though  only  the  Gospel  of  John  identifies 
her  by  name.  Mary  Magdalene  and 
Salome  assist  Joseph  of  Arimethea  and 
Nicodemus  to  wrap  Jesus  body  for  burial, 
though  no  gospel  mentions  the  women. 

The  disciples  leave  the  Last  Supper 
singing.  Mr.  Dunn  said  he  found  it  was 
customary  among  Jews  to  sing  selections 
from  Psalms  115  through  118  at 
Passover.  He  said  he  was  surprised  to 
come  across  the  familiar  line  used  by  Dr. 
Schuller,  “This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord 
has  made;  let  us  rejoice  and  be  glad  in 
it.”  (Psalm -118: 24).  He  included  it  in  the 
play  for  dramatic  effect.  “If  Jesus  can 
sing  that  before  being  arrested,  tried  and 
crucified,  which  he  knows  are  coming,  it 
is  very  inspiring.” 


Bishop  Tutu  claims  church 
employees  asked  to  spy 


JOHANNESBURG,  South  Africa 
(RNS)  —  Anglican  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu 
said  employees  of  the  South  African 
Council  of  Churches  had  been  offered 
bribes  to  act  as  government  informers  as 
part  of  a  campaign  of  harassment 
against  the  ecumenical  body. 

Bishop  Tutu,  general  secretary  of  the 
church  council,  said  the  campaign  ap¬ 
parently  began  after  a  government  in¬ 
quiry  panel,  called  the  Eloff  Commis¬ 
sion,  criticized  the  council  in  mid-Febru¬ 
ary,  charging  it  was  promoting  revolu¬ 
tionary  change  in  South  Africa. 

The  bishop  said  that  since  then,  “a 
number  of  people  in  this  building  have 
been  approached  by  people  claiming  to 
be  working  for  the  police,  asking  them  to 
come  on  their  payroll  as  informants.” 

A  police  representative  declined 
comment. 

Bishop  Tutu  said  there  was  no  need  for 
the  police  to  have  informants  on  his  staff 
since  he  would  gladly  tell  law  enforce¬ 
ment  authorities  about  his  activities. 

He  also  said  mail  addressed  to  both  the 


council  and  to  him,  personally,  had  been 
tampered  with  or  seized.  He  said  he  knew 
this  was  the  case  because  during  a  recent 
trip  to  Europe,  he  learned  of  several  let¬ 
ters  addressed  to  him  which  he  never 
received. 

The  bishop  said  that  during  hearings  of 
the  Eloff  Commission,  which  probed  the 
council’s  finances,  police  officials  gave 
testimony  about  council  telegrams  and 
letters  that  had  not  been  given  to  the 
police. 

The  government  panel  reported  after 
its  investigation  that  the  church  council, 
which  embraces  multi-racial  Anglican 
and  Protestant  churches  and  some  black 
churches,  had  a  history  of  financial  mis¬ 
management.  The  panel  also  said  the 
council’s  finances  should  be  put  under 
statutory  control. 

Bishop  Tutu  responded  to  the  report  by 
saying  the  commission  was  only  an  effort 
by  the  white-minority  South  African  gov¬ 
ernment  to  discredit  the  council,  which  is 
working  to  eliminate  apartheid  through 
non-violent  means. 


History  of  Hymns 

Sunday  after  Easter  honored 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Come  ye  faithful,  raise  the  strain 
Of  triumphant  gladness; 

God  hath  brought  his  Israel 
Into  joy  from  sadness; 

Loosed  from  Pharaoh’s  bitter  yoke 
Jacob’s  sons  and  daughters; 

Led  them  with  unmoistened  foot 
Through  the  Red  Sea  waters. 

Written  for  St.  Thomas’  Sunday,  the 
first  Sunday  after  Easter,  this  Greek 
hymn  dates  from  the  8th  century.  The 
last  four  lines  of  the  above  stanza  refer  to 
God’s  deliverance  of  the  children  of 
Israel  from  Egyptian  bondage,  across  the 
Red  Sea  with  “unmoistened  foot”  into 
the  Promised  Land. 

With  this  Old  Testament  story  in  mind, 
the  hymn  declares  Christ’s  resurrection 


bringing  deliverance  from  the  bondage 
of  the  grave : 

'Tis  the  spring  of  souls  today; 

Christ  hath  burst  his  prison, 

And  from  three  days’  sleep  in  death 
As  a  sun  hath  risen. 

John  of  Damascus  wrote  the  Greek 
hymn.  Born  into  a  wealthy  family,  he 
was  named  for  the  city  of  his  birth.  His 
father  was  financial  advisor  to  the  Caliph 
Abd-el-Melik,  who  built  the  mosque 
called  the  “Dome  of  the  Rock”  in 
Jerusalem,  which  stands  on  the  site  of 
Solomon’s  Temple. 

John  of  Damascus,  one  of  the  last  of  the 
early  fathers  of  the  Eastern  (Greek  Or¬ 
thodox)  Church,  was  one  of  his  church’s 
greatest  poets.  He  was  also  responsible 
for  organizing  the  chants  and  music  used 
in  the  services. 


A  staunch  defender  of  the  orthodox 
faith,  John  urged  the  use  of  pictures  and 
images  in  the  church  as  devotional  and 
worship  aids.  This  was  at  a  time  when 
such  practice  was  strongly  opposed  by 
the  church  leaders. 

Later  he  lived  as  a  monk  at  Mar  Saba, 
near  Jerusalem.  Here  in  the  spartan  life 
of  the  monastery  he  studied,  wrote  and 
preached  and  became  known  as  the 
“Golden  Orator.” 

The  early  Greek  hymns  caught  the  at¬ 
tention  of  translators  in  the  Church  of 
England  in  the  mid-19th  century.  Most 
significant  of  these  was  John  Mason 
Neale,  whose  English  version  of  the 
hymn  by  John  of  Damascus  is  "Come  ye 
faithful,  raise  the  strain.” 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“ Joyful ,  Joyful,  We  Adore  Thee ” 


The  Good  Samaritan  Offering 

An  Approved  Offering  Of  The  Louisiana  Conference 
Received  Twice  Yearly ,  At  Christmas  and  Easter 

Easter  April  22  1 984 


The  Methodist  Children’s  Home 

The  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston  serves  real  needs 
—  186  children  and  youth  in  1983.  Broken  families  helped  to 
find  healing;  youths  and  children  neglected,  abused,  or  part  of 
an  in-home  conflict,  who  have  run  away  or  have  been  removed 
from  their  homes  find  caring,  counseling  and  support. 


The  Methodist  Home 

The  Methodist  Home  (formerly  called  Methodist  Home 
Hospital)  in  New  Orleans  is  the  largest  emergency  shelter  in 
Louisiana.  It  is  always  at  or  near  its  capacity  of  60  children 
(ages  2-14)  and  receives  them  24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week  for 
short-term  care.  Psychiatric  evaluation  and  consultation, 
individual  and  group  counseling  and  therapy  are  provided  in 
an  atmosphere  of  family-type  living  where  Christian  values 
are  upheld. 


The  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital 

The  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  of  New  Orleans 
is  unique  in  not  requiring  proof  of  ability  to  pay  to  be  admitted. 
This  modern  335-bed  facility  is  equipped  with  the  finest 
equipment  available.  Many  of  those  thousands  served  last 
year  were  helped  by  Good  Samaritan  giving,  which  is  used  to 
help  those  unable  to  pay 


Top  Ten  Named 


The  Louisiana  Conference  has  established  six  agencies  (Methodist 
Children’s  Home,  Methodist  Home,  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital, 
People’s  Community  Center,  Lafon  Nursing  Home,  Retired  Ministers 
Homes)  to  serve  human  need.  A  great  ministry  is  being  carried  out  by  these 
agencies  in  helping  persons  least  able  to  help  themselves.  The  single 
greatest  means  by  which  the  conference  supports  these  ministries  is 
through  the  two  Good  Samaritan  offerings  each  year:  one  at  Easter  and  one 
at  Christmas.  This  past  year  saw  the  largest  Good  Samaritan  giving 
since  the  offerings  were  established  in  this  form  some  four  years  ago,  with 
about  a  20%  increase  in  the  offering  over  1984. 

In  1982,  78  churches  (13.2%)  met  or  exceeded  the  proportional  amount 
that  would  have  resulted  in  the  $500,000  goal.  In  1983,  114  churches  (19.3%) 
achieved  this  level.  The  top  ten  churches  in  the  conference  in  proportional 
giving  toward  their  suggested  goals  are  these: 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 


Church 

Hayes 

Iota 

Vacherie 

Bush 

Holly  Ridge 
Spanish  Speaking 
Ministry 
Gilliam 

New  Roads,  First 
New  Orleans, 

St.  Mark's 
Greensburg 


District 
Lake  Charles 
Lake  Charles 
New  Orleans-Houma 
New  Orleans-Slidell 
Monroe 

New  Orleans-Slidell 
Shreveport 

Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 
New  Orleans-Slidell 

Baton  Rouge-Hammond 


The  People’s  Community  Center 

The  People’s  Community  Center  in  New  Orleans  serves  the 
children  of  poverty.  The  Day  Care  program,  After  School 
program,  and  Recreational  Program  serve  a  community  area 
of  disadvantaged  persons.  For  many,  their  best  meal  of  the 
day  is  at  this  venerable  institution  which  opened  its  doors  a  few 
years  after  World  War  I. 


The  Lafon  Nursing  Home 

The  Lafon  Nursing  Home  in  New  Orleans  is  a  story  of 
perseverance.  Established  during  Reconstruction  after  the 
Civil  War,  this  institution  endured  a  hiatus  for  a  few  years  as 
its  facility,  having  become  inadequate,  was  closed  down. 
After  struggling  for  funds,  it  should  reopen  in  its  new  104  bed 
facility  which  also  serves  the  poor  and  disadvantaged  —  but  in 
their  sunset  years,  rather  than  in  youth  or  childhood.  Persons 
who  otherwise  live  their  last  years  in  unenviable  circum¬ 
stances  are  given  proper  care  and  Christian  love. 


Retired  Ministers’  Homes 

Also  ministering  to  the  older  generation  are  Retired 
Ministers’  Homes.  Located  around  the  state  with  32  homes, 
and  more  coming,  these  dwellings  provide  low-cost  housing  for 
those  many  ministers  who  have  not  been  able  to  afford  to  build 
or  buy  over  their  years  of  service.  In  this  way,  the  people  of  the 
Conference  help  insure  affordable  housing  for  their  retired 
ministers. 


Churches  Achieving  or  Exceeding  Suggested  Goals 

(Listed  in  rank  order  within  Their  Districts) 


Alexandria  District 
Cheneyville 
Tullos  (Olla) 

David  Haas  Memorial 
(Bunkie,  LA) 

Bela  (Jena) 

Weaver 

Urania 

Fellowship  (Hineston) 

Forest  Hill 

White’s  Chapel  (Bunkie) 
Hollins  Chapel  (Colfax) 


Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
District 
Greensburg 
Baton  Rouge,  St.  John’s 
Clear  Creek 
Corbin 

Wall  Memorial  ( Clinton ) 
Nesom  Memorial  (Tickfaw) 

St.  Francis  ville 

Slaughter 

Tunica 

Baton  Rouge,  Ingleside 
Baker,  First 

Baton  Rouge,  Francis  Asbury 
Darlington  (Greensburg) 
Baton  Rouge,  St.  Luke’s 


Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 
District 

New  Roads,  First 
Palmetta  (Rosa) 

Franklin,  First 
Plaquemine,  First 
Melville 
Abbeville 


Lake  Charles  District 
Hayes 
Iota 
Maxie 
Hackberry 
Squyres  (Ragley) 

Gueydan 
Hornbeck  (Mary) 

Raymond  (Jennings) 

Pine  Praire  (Ville  Platte) 
DeQuincy 
Ville  Platte 
Wesley  (DeRidder) 
Wakefield  Memorial 
(Cameron) 


Monroe  District 
Holly  Ridge 
Grayson 
Oak  Grove 
Harrison 

Wilhite  (West  Monroe) 
Oak  Ridge  (Monroe) 

St.  Joseph,  Wesley 
Bastrop,  First 
Waterproof,  First 
Woodlawn  (West Monroe) 
Gilbert 
St.  Joseph 
Sicily  Island 
Delhi 

Monroe,  First 
St.  Paul’s  (Monroe) 


New  Orleans-Houma 
District 
Vacherie 
Gibson 

Fisher  (Franklinton) 

Lutcher,  First 
Covington,  First 


New  Orleans-Slidell 
District 

Bush  (Vernado) 

Spanish  Speaking  Ministry 
(New  Orleans) 

St.  Mark’s  (New  Orleans) 
Slidell,  Aldersgate 
Wesley  Chapel  (Ponch) 

Sun  (Vernado) 

Arabi 


Ruston  District 
Harmony  Chapel  (DuBach) 
Simsboro 
Ruston,  Ansley 
Choudrant 
Arizona  (Homer) 

Castor 

McIntyre  (Shreveport) 
Wesley  Chapel  (Homer) 
Ruston,  Trinity 
Bethel  (Downsville) 
Colquitt  (Springhill) 

Homer 

Salem  (DuBach) 
Downsville 


Lisbon 

Summerfield  (Bernice) 

Douglas 

Clay  (Ruston) 

Beech  Grove  (Spearsville) 

Farmerville 

Dodson  (Hodge) 

Heflin 

Faith  (Ruston) 

Bernice 

Mt.  Nebo  (Downsville) 


Shreveport  District 
Gilliam 


Noble 

Ida 

Wesley  Chapel  (Coushatta) 

Pelican 

Mansfield 

Shreveport,  St.  Luke’s 

Hosston 

Converse 

Grand  Cane 

Greenwood 

Zwolle 

Shreveport,  Broadmoor 
Shreveport,  Ellerbe  Road 
Denton 
Many 


Happy  as  this  news  is,  we  have  yet  to  reach  the  goal  of  $500,000  set  by  the 
Annual  Conference  in  1980.  Last  year's  record  giving  approached  two- 
thirds  of  that  amount  —  up  from  little  more  than  half  that  amount  each  of  the 
previous  years.  While  72  percent  gave  to  the  Good  Samaritan  offering  in  1983 
( up  from  63  percent  in  1982 ) ,  still  over  one-fourth  of  all  churches  gave  nothing. 

While  the  Health  and  Welfare  Committee  would  like  this  suggested  goal  to  be 
taken  very  seriously,  it  would  want  to  stress  that  "the  goal  is  not  an  end  in 
itself.  Persons  in  need  are  the  point. 


Meeting  Today's  Needs  In  The  Methodist  Tradition 
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GC  Delegation  Heads  for  Baltimore 

Louisianians  to  help  determine  the  future  of  United  Methodism 


By  ELWOOD  FLEMING 
With  the  prospect  of  facing  conflicts  as 
well  as  attainments,  the  twelve 
Louisiana  delegates  to  General 
Conference,  along  with  the  four 
alternates,  are  heading  for  Baltimore  to 
participate  in  the  denomination’s 
quadrennial  meeting.  Dr.  Nancy 
Carruth,  of  Bunkie,  leads  the  total 
delegation  and  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn, 
senior  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  leads  the 
ministerial  delegation. 

Members  of  the  Delegation  are: 

Lay 

Dr.  Nancy  Carruth 
Mrs.  Amy  Ward 
Jack  Dew 

Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery 
Welton  Brumfield 
John  Porter 

Alternates 
Walter  H.  Brock 
J.  Jay  Caraway 

Ministerial 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn 
Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris 
Rev.  J.  Philip  Woodland 
Dr.  Tracy  R.  Arnold 
Dr.  Douglas  L.  McGuire 
Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes 

Alternates 
Rev.  George  W.  Calvin 
Rev.  James  M.  Poole 
Issues  faced  by  the  delegates  to  the 
Baltimore  General  Conference  include 
the  following  items: 


1  —  The  General  Council  on  Ministries 
is  proposing  a  new  quadrennial  missional 
priority,  “The  Church  Alive:  An 
Inclusive  Church  For  A  Just  Society.” 
The  program  emphases  include:  justice 
ministries,  development  of  new 
congregations  and  revitalization  of 
existing  congregations,  and  support  for 
ethnic  minority  ministries.  Most  of  the 
Boards  and  agencies  and  all  of  the  ethnic 
caucuses,  however, oppose  this  proposal 
and  favor  the  continuation  of  the  present 
single  missional  priority:  “Developing 
and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church”  (EMLC). 

2  —  The  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  is  proposing  a 
change  in  the  orders  of  ministry  within 
the  church.  In  its  proposal,  there  would 
be  one  order  of  elder  for  the  ministry  of 
word,  sacrament  and  order.  There  would 
be  one  order  of  deacon  for  the  ministry  of 
liturgy,  service  and  justice.  The  diaconal 
ministry  would  be  eliminated  with  these 
persons  moving  to  the  ordained  order  of 
deacon  without  itineracy,  but  with  annual 
conference  membership.  Opposition  to 
this  proposal  has  come  from  Blacks, 
Hispanics,  Native  Americans  and  many 
who  feel  it  is  a  threat  to  COCU  and 
ecumenical  relations. 

3  —  Another  proposal  from  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  would  define  the 
nature  of  United  Methodist  clergy 
requirements  and  standards  by  adding  to 
all  disciplinary  paragraphs  involving 
these  items  the  following  words: 
“fidelity  in  marriage  and  celibacy  in 
singleness.”  This  is  a  clear  statement  in 
opposition  to  the  Gay  Caucus 


Convention  Center  to  house  Committees 

LANDMARK  FOR  UNITED  METHODISTS  —  Baltimore’s  glittering  new 
Convention  Center  will  become  a  landmark  for  United  Methodists  in  1984  because  the 
four-year-old  center  will  be  the  meeting  site  of  the  General  Conference’s  10  standing 
legislative  committees.  A  short  walk  away  is  the  Baltimore  Civic  Center  where 
plenary  sessions  of  the  church’s  top  law-making  assembly  will  be  held. 

A  UMNS  PHOTO 


Letter  To  The  Editor 


To  the  Editor  and  Fellow  United 
Methodists: 

Dear  Fellow  United  Methodists: 

The  Legislative  Liaison  Committee  of 
the  Council  on  Ministries  has  been 
alterted  to  several  issues  to  be  faced  by 
the  Louisiana  Legislature,  which 
convenes  April  16.  Among  the  issues  to  be 
considered  this  session  will  be  a  proposal 
for  a  State  Lottery,  a  proposal  to  require 
licensing  of  all  Day  Care  centers  for  the 
protection  of  children,  proposals  to 
improve  the  quality  of  education,  and  a 
proposal  for  a  moratorium  on  capital 
punishment. 

:  Through  the  action  of  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  and  our  Annual  Conference. 
United  Methodists  have  expressed 
concerns  in  all  these  areas.  Often,  we 
have  not  been  effective  in  communicat¬ 
ing  our  concern  to  our  elected  repre¬ 
sentatives.  I  urge  all  Louisiana  United 
Methodists  to  follow  these  issues  before 
our  Legislature  and  to  communicate 
your  views  on  these  proposals  to  your 
[individual  state  legislators. 


(Affirmation)  proposal  to  delete  all 
references  to  sexual  preference  from  the 
Book  of  Discipline.  The  Affirmation 
proposal,  also  backed  by  members  of 
some  Boards,  seems  to  be  a  minority 
voice  and  will  undoubtedly  lose.  My  hope 
is  that  this  issue  will  be  over  and  done 
with  early,  so  the  Conference  will  not  be 
typed  as  only  a  group  that  dealt  with 
homosexuality. 

4  —  The  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns  has  proposed  that  persons  of 
other  Christian  Churches  be  given  voice 
and  vote  in  General  Conference,  annual 
conferences  and  other  United  Methodist 
agencies.  So  far,  little  support  has  been 
shown  for  this  proposal. 

5  —  The  General  Commission  on 
Communications  is  proposing  a  tele¬ 
communications  program  costing  $4.8 
million  annually.  This  amount  would  be 
apportioned,  with  half  of  the  money 
contributed  by  each  conference 
remaining  in  the  conference  for 
communications  ministries  and  projects. 
A  second  Communications  proposal  is 
that  of  GCOM  and  GCFA  ( General 
Council  on  Ministries  and  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration). 
It  would  propose  $2.4  million  annually, 
with  the  money  all  going  to  the  national 
communications  program,  but  also 
apportioned  to  the  conferences.  The  first 
one  would  be  nice,  but  the  second  seems 
to  be  more  realistic. 

6  —  A  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
proposal  deals  with  the  preparation  of  a 
new  single  volume  hymnal  and  worship 
book.  The  project  would  begin  in  the  new 


quadrennium  at  a  cost  of  $558,627.  The 
General  Conference  would  then  need  to 
approve  the  project. 

7  —  Two  other  proposals  coming  to  the 
General  Conference  from  Discipleship 
involve  the  local  church.  They  are:  (1) 
Each  local  church  board  of  trustees  have 
an  equal  number  of  men  and  women ;  and 
(2)  Membership  on  the  Committee  on 
nominations  be  mandated  to  contain  at 
least  one-half  women. 

Again,  the  Social  Principles  will 
provide  stimulating  and  hopefully 
constructive  debate.  More  than  likely, 
homosexuals  will  remain  “persons  of 
sacred  worth,”  but  again  we  shall  say  the 
homosexual  lifestyle  “is  not  compatible 
with  Christian  teaching.” 

It  appears  that  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministry  is  getting  their  act 
together  and,  from  recent  papers  and 
releases,  are  showing  the  church  many 
of  the  successful  ministries  for  Christ 
that  have  not  been  highlighted  in  past 
years.  The  United  Methodist  Mission 
Society  may  be  corrective  to  us,  and 
will  undoubtedly  remain  long  after 
General  Conference.  However,  my 
sincere  prayer  is  that  our  general 
agencies  and  caucuses  will  look  at  the 
greater  need  to  provide  a  strong 
Christian  witness  to  the  world,  rather 
than  serve  self-interests  at  the  expense  of 
the  whole. 

Christ  will  be  at  the  1984  General 
Conference.  I  pray  that  every  delegate 
will  seek  His  mind  and  act  in  a  spirit  of 
love  as  they  legislate  for  the  next 
quadrennium. 


Reports  From  General  Conference 
To  Be  Available 

Two,  and  possibly  three,  issues  of  the  Mini-Methodist,  a  Newscope-type 
release,  will  be  sent  back  from  General  Conference  by  Elwood  Fleming  to  all  of 
the  pastors  of  the  Conference.  One  issue  will  cover  the  first  week  (May  1-4),  and 
the  second,  and  possibly  third  issues  will  cover  the  second  week  (May  5-11). 
They  will  be  sent  by  first  class  mail  from  the  Conference  Office.  Pastors  are 
asked  to  share  them  with  their  congregations  on  Sunday,  May  6  and  Sunday, 
May  13,  as  well  as  through  church  newsletters. 

In  addition,  InfoServ,  United  Methodism’s  toll  free  telephone  information 
service  —  800-251-8140  —  will  offer  special  services  during  General  Conference 
(April  20  through  May  15). 

A  daily  three-minute  taped  summary  of  General  Conference  actions  will  be 
available  only  by  dialing  direct  at  caller’s  expense,  615-256-9800,  around  the 
clock,  May  1-25,  (round-up  tape  after  the  11th).  Callers  may  take  advantage  of 
the  lowest  long  distance  rates  by  calling  between  11:00  p.m.  and  8:00  a.m. 


Dr.  Carter  is  Eastertide  Presenter 


Dr.  Lawrence  Carter.  Professor  of 
New  Testament  at  Morehouse  College, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  and  Dean  of  the  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.  International  Memorial 
Chapel,  is  the  Presenter  for  the  first 
three  Lectionary  programs  of 
Eastertide.  He  represents  the  Louisiana 
State  Baptist  Convention  in  the  series. 

Dr.  Carter  is  a  native  of  Columbus, 
Ohio  and  holds  a  Master  in  Sacred 
Theology  and  Ph.D.  from  Boston 
University.  He  is  the  author  of  many 
books  and  publications  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  An  ordained 
minister  of  the  National  Baptist 
Convention,  he  also  was  a  delegate  to  the 
recent  World  Council  of  Churches 
Assembly. 

The  Lectionary  series  is  presented 
each  Tuesday  at  12:00  noon  on  Telstar 
301,  Channel  9. 


Dr.  Lawrence  Carter 


New  Conference  Resources 


In  order  to  make  our  influence  more 
effective  in  the  Legislature,  I  am 
requesting  that  you  send  to  me  as  soon  as 
possible  the  names  of  key  persons  in  your 
congregation  whose  opinions  are  likely  to 
be  considered  seriously  by  elected 
representatives.  When  bills  concerning 
the  above-mentioned  issues  are  before 
House  or  Senate  committees,  our 
legislative  liaison  committee  could  make 
direct  contact  with  the  network  of  key 
persons  in  each  district  to  communicate 
the  concern  of  United  Methodists.  These 
key  persons  would  be  requested  to 
contact  their  respective  area  legislators 
on  the  appropriate  committees. 

For  too  long,  by  our  silence,  we  have 
let  other  groups  create  the  impression 
that  they  alone  represent  the  religious 
community.  I  will  appreciate  your  help 
in  suggesting  persons  to  be  a  part  of  this 
network. 

Fred  O.  Shirley,  Chairperson 
Legislative  Liaison  Committee 
P.O.  Box  64572 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70896 


The  Other  School  System  —  Twelve 
video  tapes  dealing  with:  The  Volunteer 
Teacher,  Children  as  Learners,  Settings 
and  Learning  Environment,  Story 
Telling,  Learning  Centers,  Group 
Communications,  Discipline,  Different 
Ways  of  Learning,  Goal  Setting, 
Evaluation,  Faith  Development  and 
Moral  Development.  Each  program  is 
28:30  in  length  and  is  excellent  for 
training  Church  School  teachers  and 
workers  (VHS). 

From  The  Word  Go  —  The  new 
Bicentennial  film,  celebrating  200  years 
of  Methodism  in  America,  is  hosted  by 
Alex  Haley  (“Roots”).  It  is  29  minutes 


and  in  color  (16mm). 

The  Music  of  Methodism  —  A  40- 
minute  VHS  program  by  Professor 
Naaman  J.  Woodland,  of  Lamar  State 
University,  Beaumont,  Texas,  presented 
at  University  UM  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
March  4.  It  was  presented  to  the 
Resource  Center  by  the  Bicentennial 
Committee  of  University  Church,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Harvey,  Co-chairpersons. 

One  Faith.  Many  Visions  —  A  film 
about  the  visions,  issues  and  persons  that 
have  shaped  200  years  of  Methodist 
history.  It  is  a  22-minute  film  (16mm) 
now  available  as  a  Bicentennial 
resource. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 


Paul  V.  Galloway,  Bishop 
Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
Council  Director 


Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 
Linda  Heard, 
Editorial  Assistant 


P.O.  Drawer  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  La  70821 


Included  in  the  Wesleyana  display  at  the  Archives  Center  are  the  1788  Enoch  Wood 
bust  of  John  Wesley,  Wesley’s  spectacles,  his  letter  against  slavery  and  his  death 
mask. 


Heritage  Sunday  Offering  To 
Support  Archives  Center 


By  WADSWORTH  DAVIS.  Chair 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History 
The  National  Archives  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  located  at  Drew 
Universtiy  in  Madison,  New  Jersey, 
continues  to  serve  a  very  valuable 
purpose.  Pastors,  scholars,  and 
historians  use  its  facilities  in  research 
and  academic  pursuits.  Youth,  adults, 
senior  citizens  and  other  groups  also 
have  the  opportunity  of  becoming  more 
familiar  with  the  Methodist  heritage  as 
they  ponder,  read  and  touch  the 
documents  and  artifacts  which  constitute 
the  history  of  our  church. 

Many  people  ask,  "What  is  an  Archives 
Center?"  Most  of  us  would  be  surprised 
to  learn  we  live  in  an  Archives  Center.  In 
our  homes  we  have  pictures,  scrapbooks, 
records,  pieces  of  furniture,  and 
mementos  that  tell  the  story  of  our 
family  and  its  history. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  a 
family.  For  more  than  200  years  across 
the  world  as  we  have  been  about  the  work 
of  Christ  and  the  church  we  have  kept 
items  that  remind  us  of  our  family  in  the 
faith. 


With  the  creation  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Archives  and  History  Center,  we  as  a 
church  said  we  should  not  forget  those 
who  have  preceded  us  in  serving  Christ. 
Since  these  people  dedicated  themselves, 
suffered  and  sacrificed,  worked  and 
labored  for  Christ,  we  are  saying  their 
lives  mattered  and  made  a  difference.  To 
forget  their  contribution  would  be  like 
saying  that  it  does  not  matter  to  us  that 
they  lived  and  served  Christ. 

When  our  churches  receive  an  offering 
toward  the  cost  of  the  new  Archives  and 
History  Center  on  April  29.  1984,  we  will 
be  saying  thank  you  to  those  who  have 
gone  before  us  and  are  insuring  that  they 
will  be  remembered  by  those  who  are  yet 
unborn,  because  we  are  all  one  family  in 
Christ. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  has 
designated  Heritage  Sunday,  April  29,  as 
the  day  in  which  all  United  Methodist 
Churches  throughout  Louisiana  will  be 
given  an  opportunity  to  express  their 
appreciation  for  this  new  Center  and  the 
excellent  work  being  done  there.  Kindly 
use  the  envelopes  which  have  been 
distributed  for  your  gifts. 


International  Lesson  Series 


Be  A  Doer  of  the  Word 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Ralph  Decker,  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
gives  us  a  practical  definition  of  love. 
Reflecting  on  the  relationship  of  two  very 
dear  friends,  he  writes,  “At  Christmas  in 
1970,  she  presented  her  husband  with 
eight  envelopes.  They  contained  some 
pictures  of  herself  in  which  she  knew  he 
would  be  interested  along  with  clippings 
from  a  Sears  Catalog:  a  kitchen  sink,  a 
stove,  a  washing  machine,  an  iron,  an 
ironing  board,  clean  towels,  a  freshly 
made  bed,  a  vacuum  cleaner  and  a 
typewriter.  She  wrote  as  a  heading  for  all 
of  these  items  her  favorite  saying:  “Love 
is  something  that  you  do." 

That  is  what  the  writer  of  the  Letter  of 
James  has  to  say  about  faith.  Faith  is 
something  that  you  do.  More  than  in 
words  or  even  thoughts,  it  is  an  active 
thing  —  something  you  do. 

Looking  at  our  scripture  lessons  for 
today,  we  can  see  this  theme  coming 
through.  After  his  initial  greeting,  the 
author  of  this  letter  ( and  it  is  really  more 
of  a  sermon)  goes  right  into  his  message, 
which  is  —  accept  your  trials  and 
tribulations,  do  not  merely  endure  them, 
but  rejoice  in  them  and  transform  them 
into  joy.  Since  he  is  writing  to  people  who 
are  oppressed,  poor  and  starving  and 
very  weary  of  life,  we  can  understand 
how  he  wants  to  lift  these  people  out  of 
lives  of  weak  resignation  and  apathy  to  a 
triumphant  and  fulfilling  witness. 

He  speaks  of  wisdom,  but  the  wisdom 


of  which  he  speaks  is  not  primarily  an 
intellectual  insight  but  more  of  a  oneness 
in  God.  Wisdom  comes  from  God  —  only 
from  God  —  so  his  readers  are 
encouraged  to  ask  God  for  wisdom.  They 
are  to  ask  not  in  desperation  but  in  faith, 
believing.  Every  man  is  to  “be  quick  to 
hear,  slow  to  speak,  slow  to  anger." 

Then  comes  that  challenging  demand 
that  Christians  must  “be  doers  of  the 
word,  and  not  hearers  only  .  .  .”  This  was 
perhaps  stimulated  by  the  belief  many 
pious  Jews  held  that,  since  the  Law  was 
so  all-important  in  life,  hearing  was  itself 
a  blessing.  James  says  that  hearing, 
without  action,  is  nothing.  He  says  this 
because  he  integrates  knowledge  and 
action.  He  sees  them  as  intermeshed. 
Indeed,  he  cannot  see  them  apart.  He 
goes  on  to  chastise  those  persons  who 
consider  themselves  especially  pious  and 
knowledgeable  —  “if  anyone  thinks  he  is 
religious,  and  does  not  bridle  his  tongue 
but  deceives  his  heart  this  man’s  religion 
is  in  vain.  Religion  that  is  pure  and 
undefiled  .  .  to  visit  orphans  and  widows 
...  to  keep  oneself  unstained  from  the 
world." 

Instead  of  just  wishing  that  people  had 
food  to  eat,  let’s  feed  those  whom  we  can 
(and,  believe  me,  there  are  many  within 
our  state).  Instead  of  just  hoping  that  the 
unemployed  will  find  work,  let’s  do  what 
we  can  do  to  find  jobs.  Instead  of  just 
praying  for  those  in  misery  or  loneliness, 
let's  be  the  loving  and  comforting  agents 
of  Christ  whom  we  are  called  to  be.  Let’s 
stop  just  preaching  and  start  practicing 
what  we  preach.  For  we  must  be  doers  of 
the  word,  and  not  hearers  only. 


Persons ,  Churches  &  Events 


A  Retirement  Reception  will  be  held 
this  Sunday,  April  29  at  3  p.m.  at 
University  United  Methodist  Church. 
Lake  Charles,  for  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jack 
Cooke,  who  retire  at  Annual  Conference. 

Dr.  John  Holbert,  of  Perkins,  will  be 
the  resource  leader  for  the  Lake  Charles 
District  reteat  at  Camp  LeBlanc,  April 
30-May  1.  One  CEU  of  credit  will  be  given 
to  the  participants. 

Dr.  Odell  Simmons  served  as  the 
evangelist  for  the  recent  revival  held  at 
St.  Stephen’s  UM  Church,  Bossier  City. 


Rev.  Larry  O’Dell,  of  Bunkie.  served  as 
song  leader  and  children's  worker. 

An  intensive  evangelism  campaign  is 
underway  at  First  Street  l’M  Church. 
New  Orleans,  which  will  cover  1984-85. 
The  theme  is:  “Each  one  win  four  in 
Eighty  Four."  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis  is 
the  pastor. 

Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker,  Director  of 
Special  Ministries,  was  the  preacher  for 
the  Dillard  University  Alumni  Annual 
Vesper  Hour  at  Lawless  Memorial 
Chapel  on  the  Campus,  March  25. 


203  Attend  first  service  at  Drew  UM  Church 


The  new  Drew  Community  United 
Methodist  Church,  in  West  Monroe,  held 
its  initial  service  on  Easter  Sunday  at  the 
Drew  Elementary  School.  Two  hundred 
three  worshipers  joined  Dr  Doug 
McGuire,  who  delivered  the  sermon  and 
the  McGuire  UM  choir.  Twenty-six 
families  enrolled  as  charter  members, 
and  an  offering  of  $961  was  received,  part 
of  which  was  designated  for  Good  Sa¬ 
maritan  ministries. 


The  McGuire  UM  church,  J.  Roddy 
Taylor,  pastor,  is  the  sponsoring  church 
for  the  new  congregation,  whose  full¬ 
time  pastor,  will  be  appointed  at  Annual 
Conference.  Requests  have  been  made  to 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  for  salary 
support  and  funds  for  purchase  of 
property;  and  to  the  “1000  Club"  for 
church  construction  money.  A  five  acre- 
tract  is  already  available  to  the  congre¬ 
gation 
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whose  time  has  come  —  again 


We  were  pleasantly  surprised  recently 
to  see  a  bold  announcement  for  “Recla¬ 
mation  ’84,"  a  "spiritual  life  rally  for  all 
United  Methodist  youth”  to  be  held 
August  13-16  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

This  event  is  being  sponsored  by 
United  Methodism’s  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction,  but  its  focus  and  central  location 
suggest  that  it  is  intended  to  attract  na¬ 
tionwide  participation.  Its  sponsors  antic¬ 
ipate  that  thousands  of  youth  and  adults 
from  across  the  church  will  want  to  join 
in  a  large-scale  celebration  of  the  UMC’s 
Bicentennial  year  for  the  purpose  of  "re¬ 
claiming  our  heritage  and  sharing  our  vi¬ 
sion"  as  United  Methodist  Christians. 

We  applaud  "Reclamation  ’84"  as  an 
idea  whose  time  has  come  —  again  —  for 
encouraging  commitment  among  young 
people  to  the  Christian  faith.  We  disagree 
with  those  who  consider  such  rallies  an 
anachronism  in  an  age  of  space  ships, 
computers  and  widespread  privatistic 
religious  expression. 

There  is  growing  evidence,  in  fact,  that 
Christians  of  all  ages  —  and  especially 
those  who  belong  to  “mainline”  denomi¬ 
nations  such  as  United  Methodism  — 
hunger  for  experiences  which  challenge, 
rejuvenate,  reinforce,  and  expand  their 
faith.  That  hunger  is  most  adequately 
satisfied  in  the  context  of  face-to-face 
gatherings  of  Christians. 

Occasional  large  gatherings  of  youth 
and  adults  for  the  purpose  of  intensive 


worship,  Bible  study  and  fellowship  are 
one  proven  means  by  which  such  expe¬ 
rience  is  effectively  provided.  It  is  almost 
impossible  for  one’s  faith  commitment 
not  to  be  strengthened  by  a  concentrated 
exposure  to  the  claims  of  Christ  and  the 
witness  of  others  who  are  seeking  to  re¬ 
spond  to  those  claims. 

Evidence  that  such  exposure  can  "ce¬ 
ment”  one’s  faith  for  life  is  found  in  the 
many  present  church  leaders  and  mem¬ 
bers  who  hark  back  to  similar  expe¬ 
riences  during  their  youth  as  part  of  the 
church’s  now-abandoned  Methodist 
Student  Movement. 

We  urge  as  many  young  people  — 
grades  8  through  12  —  and  their  church’s 
adult  leaders  as  possible  to  participate  in 
"Reclamation  ’84.”  Where  that  is  not 
possible,  we  encourage  youth  leaders  to 
consider  holding  similar  rallies  on  a 
scale  at  the  local,  district  and/or  annual 
conference  levels. 

We  also  encourage  national  church 
leaders  to  consider  planning  one  or  more 
major  "spiritual  life  rallies”  annually 
during  the  years  ahead.  The  need  for 
"mountaintop"  religious  experiences, 
faith  nourishment  and  heritage  apprecia¬ 
tion  will  exist  long  after  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  Bicentennial  year  has  passed. 

(Information  about  "Reclamation  ’84” 
can  be  secured  from:  Reclamation  '84, 
1512  Van  Brunt  Blvd.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
64127,  or  call  Jan  Bond  (816)  297-2053). 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  One  of  the  most  complicated  pro¬ 
posals  facing  delegates  to  the  1984  General  Conference 
will  also  be  among  the  most  far-reaching  in  its  implica¬ 
tions.  It  concerns  United  Methodism's  understanding 
of  ordained  ministry.  It  comes  to  General  Conference 
from  a  special  study  committee  after  being  approved 
on  a  60-40  split  vote  by  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

At  the  present  time.  United  Methodism  looks  upon  all 
baptized  Christians  as  part  of  the  church's  "general 
ministry.”  There  are  two  orders  of  ordained  ministry: 
deacon  and  elder.  In  this  scheme,  a  person  is  ordained  a 


deacon  en  route  to  the  higher  order  of  elder.  Additional¬ 
ly,  there  is  the  lay  office  of  "diaconal  minister”  to 
which  professional  lay  workers  may  be  consecrated. 

The  ministry  study  committee  proposal  would  elimi¬ 
nate  the  present  transitional  order  of  deacon  as  well  as 
the  lay  office  of  diaconal  minister.  In  their  place  a  new 
permanent  clergy  order  of  deacon  would  be  created. 
Deacons  would  be  ordained  to  a  ministry  of  "liturgy, 
service  and  justice.”  Elders  would  be  ordained  to  a 
ministry  of  ‘'word,  order  and  sacrament.”  The  two 
categories  would  be  co-equal  in  status. 

Details  of  the  proposal  have  appeared  in  previous  is- 


?  Reporter  (see  Jan.  20  and  27).  The  articles 
which  follow  suggest  some  of  the  deep  feelings  that  the 
proposal  has  generated.  Speaking  in  its  support  is 
Woodrow  Seals,  a  federal  district  judge,  a  member  of 
St.  Stephen's  UMC  in  Houston,  a  member  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  and  a  lay 
delegate  to  the  1984  General  Conference. 

Speaking  in  opposition  is  Bishop  William  Cannon  of 
Raleigh,  N.C.,  who  will  deliver  the  Episcopal  Address  at 
the  opening  of  the  1984  General  Conference.  Before  his 
election  to  the  episcopacy.  Bishop  Cannon  was  on  the 
faculty  of  Candler  School  of  Theology.  Emory  University. 


Proposal  would  affirm  all  forms  of  ministry 


Woodrow  Seals 


Church  youth  campaign  against 
drunk  driving  is  worth  emulating 


Civic  groups  such  as  Mothers  Against 
Drunk  Drivers  (M.A.D.D.)  are  having  a 
welcome  and  growing  influence  on  the 
public’s  awareness  of,  and  attitude  to¬ 
ward,  the  problem  of  drunken  driving. 
But  they  cannot  reasonably  be  expected 
to  wage  this  battle  alone.  Hence,  we  were 
encouraged  by  news  that  the  youth  of 
United  Methodism’s  Virginia  Annual 
Conference  have  mounted  their  own 
campaign  on  the  same  problem  —  and 
with  a  theme  that  will  be  difficult  for  any¬ 
one  to  misunderstand. 

"Drunk  Driving  is  Dumb  —  United 
Methodist  Youth  Care”  is  the  slogan  of 
the  state-wide  media  campaign  sched¬ 
uled  to  begin  in  May.  The  youths’  efforts 
have  garnered  support  from  all  seg¬ 
ments  of  the  conference,  including  con¬ 
tributions  approaching  their  $7,000  goal. 

With  that  relatively  small  amount  of 
money  —  and  a  number  of  donated  ser¬ 
vices  from  persons  both  inside  and  out¬ 
side  the  church  —  the  young  people  have 
budgeted  for  a  surprising  number  of  me¬ 
dia  outreach  projects.  These  include  bill¬ 
boards  in  four  major  cities,  radio  and  tele- 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Refugio,  Texas 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  150  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  First  UMC  in  Refugio,  Texas 
(Southwest  Texas  Annual  Conference) . 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Refugio,  we  say 
"Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative,  and  that  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  UMR.” 


vision  spot  commercials  featuring  youth 
from  the  conference,  and  bumper  stickers 
which  display  the  campaign  theme. 

Billboards  and  bumper  stickers  alone, 
of  course,  will  not  end  the  horror  of  alco¬ 
hol-related  accidents,  which  are  esti¬ 
mated  to  snuff  out  50,000  lives  annually. 
But  such  media  efforts  can  influence 
public  opinion,  reinforce  public  pressure 
for  tighter  drinking  laws,  and  urge  strict¬ 
er  enforcement  of  existing  DWI  laws. 
They  also  offer  a  helpful  public  witness 
regarding  United  Methodism’s  stand  on 
alcohol  use  and  abuse. 

Such  an  emphasis  is  especially  timely 
toward  the  end  of  the  school  year.  End- 
of-the-year  social  functions  often  are  ac¬ 
companied  by  alcohol  consumption  in 
violation  of  school  rules  and  the  law.  A 
media  blitz  showing  that  many  young 
people  disapprove  of  such  behavior  may 
cause  others  to  think  twice  before  imbib¬ 
ing  and  driving,  or  going  along  with  any¬ 
one  who  does. 

We  affirm  this  effort  by  the  youth  of  the 
Virginia  Annual  Conference,  and  urge 
those  in  other  conferences  to  consider  un¬ 
dertaking  similar  efforts  to  influence  pub¬ 
lic  opinion  on  the  "dumbness”  and  the 
horrors  connected  with  drunken  driving. 

(Additional  information  on  the  “Drunk 
Driving  is  Dumb”  campaign  can  be  se¬ 
cured  from  Ms.  Millie  Cooper,  Coordina¬ 
tor  of  Youth  Ministries,  P.  O.  Box  11367, 
Richmond,  VA  23230. ) 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  WOODROW  SEALS 

Nothing  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  since  the  Second  Great  War  has 
shocked  and  saddened  me  as  much  as 
has  the  number  of  ordained  ministers 
who  have  raised  objections  to  the  "minis¬ 
try  report”  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry 
which  was  passed  by 
the  board  and  sent  to 
the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  by  a  vote  of  44  to 
28  (see UMR,  Jan.  20, 

27,  and  Feb.  10). 

The  objections  by 
ministers  to  this  re¬ 
port  remind  me  of  the  opposition  Jesus 
received  when  he  went  to  Jerusalem  to 
reform  and  renew  the  religious  institu¬ 
tion  of  His  day;  what  the  priestly  class 
did  to  Luther’s  attempt  to  reform  the 
church  of  his  day;  and  of  how  John 
Wesley  was  unable  to  renew  the  church 
of  his  day  because  of  clergy  opposition. 

When  the  General  Conference  in  1980 
called  for  "a  holistic  study  of  the  minis¬ 
try,”  I  hoped  that  we  would  begin  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  servant  church.  I  could  see  from 
my  vantage  point  (I  have  for  30  years 
done  my  best  to  be  a  servant  in  the 
church)  that  the  proposed  order  of  dea¬ 
con  is  an  attempt  to  call  the  church’s 
attention  to  the  equality  and  validity  of 
all  forms  of  Christian  ministry. 

I  had  learned  the  slogan  "as  goes  the 
church  school,  so  goes  the  church,”  and  I 
knew  we  had  a  shortage  of  qualified  di¬ 
rectors  of  religious  education.  Most  or¬ 
dained  ministers  either  do  not  have  time 
or  interest  in  doing  this  type  of  work. 

Imagine  my  surprise  when  just  before 
the  study  committee  issued  its  report,  I 


asked  a  District  Superintendent  why 
some  pastors  were  adamant  in  oppos¬ 
ing  it.  He  replied,  "If  they  want  to  be  or¬ 
dained  they  should  have  to  do  what  I  had 
to  do  to  be  ordained.”  I  was  so  startled  by 
his  answer  and  demeanor  that  I  fell  si¬ 
lent.  I  wish  that  I  had  told  him,  "They  do 
not  want  to  preach.  They  just  want  to 
have  their  gifts  and  talents  for  ministry 
recognized  by  the  church  as  yours  are 
recognized,  and  to  serve  the  church  in  a 
ministry  other  than  preaching.” 

Of  course,  if  my  superintendent  friend 
had  kept  up  with  the  progress  of  the 
study,  which  was  well  publicized,  he 
would  have  known  that  the  new  deacon 
would  be  as  well-trained  and  committed 
to  the  church  as  any  elder. 

I  am  convinced  that  there  are  many, 
many  young  men  and  women  of  all  ethnic 
backgrounds  and  with  varying  gifts  and 
interests  who  want  to  serve  the  church  as 
professionals.  But  they  do  not  want  to  be 
considered  second-class  citizens  in  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Some  concerned  with  status 

I  believe  that  some  ordained  elders 
who  object  to  this  proposal  are  really 
more  concerned  with  status  and  prestige 
than  with  the  welfare  of  the  church. 

At  a  recent  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gation  meeting,  one  of  my  conference’s 
clergy  delegates  asked,  "What  will  I  do 
with  my  deacon’s  orders?”  The  obvious 
answer  is  that  he  can  hang  it  on  the  wall. 

Another  elder  who  wants  to  delay  the 
whole  process,  Bishop  Wayne  K.  Clymer 
of  Iowa,  was  formerly  in  the  EUB  church 
and  therefore,  never  ordained  as  a  dea¬ 
con.  I  wonder  why  he  hasn’t  made  clear 
to  his  colleagues  that  deacons’  orders  are 
not  essential  to  servanthood.  The  1980  or¬ 
dination  service  for  elders  calls  them  to 


be  servants. 

When  four  persons  from  the  study  com¬ 
mittee  who  opposed  the  committee’s  re¬ 
port  brought  their  lengthy  minority  opin¬ 
ion  to  the  floor  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  I  felt  it  was  the 
most  inadequate  presentation  I  had  ever 
heard  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
When  I  heard  the  person  who  was  speak¬ 
ing  for  the  opposition  say  that  they  were 
taking  seriously  the  responsibility  of  the 
ministry  to  mediate  the  relationship  be¬ 
tween  Christ  and  the  church,  I  told  him 
that  the  Protestant  Reformation  had 
taken  place  some  400  years  ago  and  if 
they  didn’t  withdraw  this  entire  rationale 
for  their  opposition,  they  would  be 
laughed  out  of  Baltimore.  The  next  morn¬ 
ing  the  entire  written  rationale  for  their 
three  recommendations  was  withdrawn. 

So  the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  sent  the  study  report  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  by  a  vote  of  44  to  28.  Out 
of  a  spirit  of  reconciliation  the  board  rec¬ 
ommended  that  the  objections  to  the  re¬ 
port  also  be  sent  as  information. 

What  saddened  me  the  most  was  that 
when  the  Deans  and  Presidents  of  our 
seminaries  looked  at  the  study  report, 
they  listened  to  three  members  of  the  Di¬ 
vision  of  Ordained  Ministry,  heard  from 
no  one  from  the  Division  of  Diaconal  Min¬ 
istry,  and  then  issued  a  call  for  additional 
study.  These  seminary  heads  knew  this 
study  had  been  in  progress  for  nearly  12 
years.  Yet  they  waited  until  the  report 
came  in  and  then  asked  for  more  study. 

Don’t  they  know  that  there  is  a  direct 
relation  between  the  ministry  and  the 
startling  decline  in  the  membership  and 
influence  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
during  the  last  decade?  I  cannot  think 
that  their  proposal  for  more  study  is  any¬ 
thing  but  a  ploy  to  kill  the  report  and  kill 


it  in  such  a  way  that  it  will  not  be  brought 
to  the  General  Conference  for  the  next 
100  ye^rs.  If  this  is  the  best  our  seminary 
heads  can  offer,  then  the  church  should 
investigate  their  competency. 

During  the  discussion  of  the  study  re¬ 
port,  one  elder  said  that  the  deacons  as 
proposed  by  the  report  would  in  some 
way  interfere  with  the  covenant  among 
ordained  ministers.  That  just  doesn’t 
make  sense  to  me.  It  seems  to  me  there 
would  be  no  more  persons  in  the  covenant 
that  exists  between  ordained  ministers. 

New  order  would  help 

But  the  most  unfair  suggestion  of  all,  in 
my  opinion,  is  that  this  new  order  of  dea¬ 
con  would  in  some  way  undercut  the  min¬ 
istry  of  all  Christians.  It  will  not  undercut 
my  ministry.  I  think  it  will  help  and  en¬ 
hance  my  ministry  in  the  future.  I  want 
professionals  in  the  church  who  are 
trained  and  committed  to  servanthood  to 
lead  and  help  me  fulfill  my  baptismal 
vows.  In  other  words,  I  believe  the 
church  needs  specialization  in  various 
kinds  of  ministry. 

I  have  reluctantly  concluded  that  some 
ordained  ministers  are  frightened 
because  they  see  the  report  as  saying 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  status  in  min¬ 
istry  —  which  there  should  not  be  —  and 
that  the  many  things  that  need  to  be  done 
by  the  church  are  all  important. 

I  see  our  church  limping  like  a  crippled 
giant  when  it  ought  to  be  marching  like  a 
conquering  army.  I  know  people  who  of¬ 
fer  different  reasons  why  we  are  so  crip¬ 
pled.  But  I  am  convinced  after  30  years  of 
study  and  work  in  the  church  that  it  is  be¬ 
cause  we  have  allowed  ministry  to  be¬ 
come  a  matter  of  keeping  the  status  quo 
rather  than  being  keepers  of  the  truth  that 
Jesus  called  the  church  to  a  servant  role.  . 


‘Permanent  diaconate’  an  anomaly 
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‘Talk  about  nit-picking!’ 


William  Cannon 
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To  the  Editor: 

I  am  more  than  a  little  disturbed  by 
Jim  Castelli’s  article  headlined  "Presi¬ 
dent's  piety  hidden  in  private”  (see 
UMR,  April  6).  Talk  about  nit-picking! 
This  article  was  biased  against  President 
Reagan  from  the  very  beginning.  Why 
can’t  people  just  accept  his  profession  of 
faith  in  Christ  and  quit  being  so  cynical? 

The  writer  of  that  article  and  other 
critics  Mr.  Castelli  mentioned  seem  to 
have  the  idea  that  something  is  wrong 
with  Mr.  Reagan  since  he  has  the  support 
of  Christian  evangelicals  and  fundamen¬ 
talists  and  because  he  seems  to  enjoy 
speaking  to  them.  I’m  sure  President 
Reagan  would  be  only  too  happy  to  speak 
to  leaders  of  the  so-called  mainline 
churches,  but  they  seem  to  be  so  busy 
trying  to  find  fault  with  his  policies  that 
he  may  very  well  consider  it  a  waste  of 
time. 

Isn’t  it  about  time  we  quit  looking  down 
our  noses  at  the  fundamentalists  and 
evangelicals  and  concentrate  on  what  we 
have  in  common  with  them  —  a  firm  be¬ 
lief  in  Christ  as  our  Lord  and  Savior? 

Carl  Ortloff 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Article  corrected 

To  the  Editor: 

Surely  by  this  time  some  one  has  writ¬ 
ten  to  tell  Jim  Castelli  (see  UMR,  April 
16)  that  the  college  from  which  President 
Reagan  graduated  is  Eureka  College  lo¬ 
cated  in  Eureka,  Illinois,  not  in  Kansas. 

Otherwise,  thanks  for  a  good  series  of 

articles.  0  , ,  .  .... 

Ronald  J.  Winsor 

St.  Charles,  Illinois 

UMC  future  at  stake 
on  homosexual  issue 

To  the  Editor: 

God  loves  everybody  equally  regard¬ 
less  of  sexual /marital  preference.  God 
always  loves  the  sinner,  but  hates  the  sin, 
whether  the  sin  happens  to  be  fornica¬ 
tion.  adultery,  or  homosexuality.  There¬ 
fore,  as  the  delegates  vote  at  General 
Conference,  may  they  divinely  realize 
that  every  vote  for  funding  homosexual 
groups  or  the  ordination  of  homosexuals 
to  the  ministry  is  a  vote  against  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
as  we  know  it. 

Our  great  church  which  has  grown 
with  prayers,  sacrifice,  and  tears  for  200 
years,  could  be  dismantled  in  two  weeks. 
Is  that  what  we  want?  Is  that  what  God 
wants?  Let’s  join  in  prayer,  believing  the 


Holy  Spirit  will  fill  each  delegate  with  a 
Bicentennial  holiness ! 

Kenneth  C.  Hamrick 
Thurmont,  Maryland 

Prayer  amendment 
editorial  chided 

To  the  Editor: 

With  reference  to  your  March  30  edito¬ 
rial  headlined  “Senator’s  opposition,  al¬ 
ternative  to  ‘prayer  amendment’  sensi¬ 
ble.’  ” 

I  am  sorry  I  had  to  wait  75  years  to 
learn  from  your  editorial  that  I  am  a  hyp¬ 
ocrite.  I  suggest  we  close  the  churches 
and  let  us  hypocrites  stay  in  our  closet  if 
we  want  to  pray.  £.  L.  Schrick 

Warrenton,  Missouri 


By  WILLIAM  R.  CANNON 
Ordination,  and  the  ministry  to  which  a 
person  is  ordained,  cannot  be  defined  or 
expressed  apart  from  an  understanding 
of  the  church  body  which  sponsors  that 
ministry.  When  our  denomination  was 
organized  in  1784,  it  took  for  its  name  The 
Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  thereby  de¬ 
claring  both  its  con- 
nectionalism  and  its 
form  of  government. 

The  young  church’s 
connectionalism  came 
directly  from  John 
Wesley.  Every  part 
and  parcel  of  his  or¬ 
ganization  fitted  nicely  into  place  and 
each  unit  was  related  to  every  other  unit 
in  a  unified  whole.  His  organization  func¬ 
tioned  from  center  to  circumference.  His 
helpers  were  deployed  by  him  wherever 
need  arose.  They  were  all  itinerants. 

No  society  was  independent.  The  di¬ 
recting  agency  for  all  of  them  was  the 
conference.  It  decided  policy  and 
program  and  determined  the  means  of 
implementing  same. 

Bishop  deployed  ministers 

Methodism’s  government  came  from 
Catholic  Christianity.  Francis  Asbury 
and  Thomas  Coke  took  the  name  "bish¬ 
op”  because  they  believed  it  came  from 
the  New  Testament.  The  bishop  deployed 
the  ministers,  presided  over  the  confer¬ 
ence,  and  gave  supervision  to  the  tem¬ 
poral  and  spiritual  affairs  of  the  church. 


On  the  UMR  Beat 


Religion  newswriters  don  t 
deserve  TVs  bimbo  image 


In  light  of  the  above,  I  see  no  objection 
to  a  "permanent  diaconate"  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Indeed,  as  in 
Roman  Catholicism,  it  is  possible  to  have 
both  a  permanent  diaconate  and  one  that 
is  a  step  on  the  way  to  full  ordination  as 
an  elder.  However,  if  such  a  diaconate  is 
to  function  properly  within  United  Meth¬ 
odism,  it  should  be  a  part  of  the  general 
connection  and  subject  to  the  appointive 
power  of  a  bishop. 

Both  of  these  requirements  are  lacking 
in  the  proposal  that  is  being  submitted  to 
the  1984  General  Conference  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry.  This  proposal  would  give  our 
church  two  distinct  orders,  set  in  juxta¬ 
position  to  one  another  —  equal 
to  and  on  a  parity  with  the  other— and 
poised  for  competition,  friction,  and  mis¬ 
understanding.  Hence  several  problems 
can  be  anticipated,  including  the  following: 

(1)  Deacons  would  be  clerical  mem¬ 
bers  of  an  annual  conference  with  the 
same  voting  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
elders  but  without  the  same  obligations. 
They  would  be  free  to  determine  their 
own  employment  within  the  church  and 
to  enter  into  contract  with  their  employ¬ 
ing  agency.  They  would  not  be  itinerants. 
They  would  not  be  “sent”  as  are  the  eld¬ 
ers.  Yet  they  would  be  allowed  to  vote  on 
all  matters  and  help  decide  issues  that 
would  not  relate  directly  to  them.  Their 
area  of  work,  no  matter  the  title,  still 
would  leave  them  as  lay  employees. 

(2)  Yet,  since  these  deacons  nonethe¬ 
less  would  be  defined  as  clergy,  they 
would  dilute  the  voting  strength  of  the 
itinerants  to  the  precise  degree  of  their 
number  within  the  annual  conference, 
for  the  lay  delegates  would  be  matched 
with  them  as  well  as  with  the  itinerants. 

If  there  are  200  elders  and  100  deacons 


within  an  annual  conference,  then  there 
would  be  300  lay  members. 

(3)  These  deacons  would  remain  vot¬ 
ing  members  of  an  annual  conference 
even  when  they  are  withouUemploytnent 
so  long  as  they  live  within  the  bounds  of 
the  conference.  They  could  not  lose  their 
status  unless  they  voluntarily  relinquish 
it  or  accept  employment  within  the 
bounds  of  another  annual  conference. 

Beginning  of  the  end? 

(4)  Since  the  order  of  deacon  and  elder 
would  be  on  a  parity  with  each  other  — 
that  is,  equal  in  dignity,  rank,  and  au-' 
thority  —  and  since  the  deacon  could 
serve  as  long  in  his  or  her  job  as  the  em¬ 
ploying  agency  would  keep  the  deacon, 
an  itinerant  elder  assigned  to  a  new 
church  might  find  one  or  more  deacons' 
who  have  been  there  several  years  be¬ 
fore  the  elder  comes.  It  would  be  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  for  the  elder  to  be  "the 
pastor  in  charge”  or  "the  senior  minis¬ 
ter.”  The  deacon  might  assert  his  or  her 
seniority.  And  the  lay  people  might  pre¬ 
fer  to  follow  the  minister  they  have  em¬ 
ployed  rather  than  the  itinerant  minister 
the  bishop  and  conference  have  sent  to 
them.  Such  an  arrangement  could  well’ 
be  the  beginning  of  the  end  of  United 
Methodism’s  itinerant  system. 

(5)  There  is  an  anomaly  inherent  in  the 
proposed  definition  of  the  diaconate.  It  is 
said  to  be  an  order  to  "justice,  service, 
and  liturgy.’’  But  liturgy  is  more  essen¬ 
tial  to  the  work  of  the  elder  than  it  is  to 
that  of  the  deacon.  Justice  and  service 
belong  to  the  ministry  of  all  Christians, 
and  characterize  the  laity  in  their  every¬ 
day  vocations  in  secular  society.  This  pro¬ 
posed  new  order  is  neither  fully  clerical 
nor  lay.  It  is  a  hybrid  concept  and  has  no 
foundation  in  either  Scripture  or  tradition. 


Some  friends  of  ours  are  having  their 
annual  meeting  next  month  in  Baltimore, 
and  I  have  a  suggestion  for  their  agenda, 
based  on  my  reaction  to  a  new  television 
sit-com  series. 

They  are  the  members  of  the  Religion 
Newswriters  of  America  —  the  reporters 
who  cover  "the  religion  beat”  for  the 
major  newspapers,  magazines  and  wire 
services  of  the  U.S. 

They  are  meeting  in  Baltimore  during 
the  United  Methodist  General  Conference 
because  that’s  where  someone  suggested 
the  “good  copy”  would  be  this  year. 

I  think  our  friends  in  RNA  ought  to  be 
pretty  mad  about  the  characterization  of 
the  "religion  editor”  on  the  mythical  New 
York  "newspaper”  which  Suzanne  Ple- 
shette  works  on  as  the  central  character 
in  the  new  TV  series,  "Maggie  Briggs.” 

This  "religion  editor"  is  really  the  of¬ 
fice  goat.  He  makes  a  short  pass  through 
each  half-hour  installment,  makes  some 
inane  comment  and/or  shows  his  igno¬ 
rance  about  which  book  is  in  the  Old  or 
New  Testaments,  gets  properly  put  down 
by  Ms.  Pleshette  or  some  other  more 
prominent  cast  member,  and  promptly 
disappears,  not  to  be  seen  or  heard  from 
again  until  the  next  episode. 

In  real  life,  the  gathering,  writing,  edit¬ 
ing  and  publishing  of  the  news  of  religion 
is  serious  business  of  a  highly  profession- 
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John  Lovelace 
al  and  specialized  order.  We  here  at  the 
Reporter  believe  this  and  try  our  best  to 
practice  it  week  in  and  week  out. 

Most  members  of  the  Religion  News- 
writers  group,  and  most  of  their  publica¬ 
tions,  similarly  adhere  to  these  beliefs. 
That’s  why  we  as  consumers  can  expect 
to  see  religious  news  covered  regularly 
and  creatively  on  the  front  pages  of  such 
newspapers  as  The  New  York  Times  and 
the  Chicago  Tribune  and  in  Time  maga¬ 
zine.  Regrettably,  many  other  publica¬ 
tions  continue  to  treat  religion  as  non¬ 
news. 

Religion  news  writing  doesn’t  need  any 
addleheaded  characterizations  like  this 
latest  one  on  the  Pleshette  show.  The 
show  overall  has  its  clever  moments,  in¬ 
cluding  at  least  one  or  two  really  zingy 
lines  per  half-hour  (about  par  for  the 
commercial  television  industry). 

I'd  like  to  see  the  Religious  Newswrit¬ 
ers  offer  a  strong  statement  to  CBS,  pro¬ 
ducers  and  sponsors  of  this  show,  sug¬ 
gesting  that  this  “religion  editor”  bimbo 
be  put  out  to  pasture.  Either  replace  him 
with  some  suitable  representation  of 
what  and  who  a  good  religion  editor  is,  or 
let  the  paper  go  without  one  and  pick  on 
someone  more  suitable  —  perhaps  the 
sports  editor  or  the  "lifestyles"  editor. 

- JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Watching 
It  Grow! 


Newman  and  Dorothy  Cryer  of  Indianapolis  love  to  work  in  their 
garden  and  watch  it  grow.  With  care,  the  yield  is  delicious  tomatoes, 
plump  onions,  crisp  lettuce  and  other  succulent  vegetables. 

The  Cryers  expend  energy  on  their  church's  community  garden,  too. 

For  fifteen  years  Dorothy  and  Newman  Cryer  have  been  investors  in 
the  United  Methodist  Development  Fund.  As  Newman  says,  "It's  a  way 
to  watch  your  money  grow."  The  Cryers'  savings  grow  at  9%  per  year  in 
UMDF. 

UMDF  money  provides  low-cost  loans  for  building  and  renovating 
churches,  helping  United  Methodism  to  grow. 

Watching  it  grow-garden,  savings,  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
Good  stewardship! 


I 


Ms.  Nova  Langston 

j  UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT 
The  offering  is  made  by  Prospectus  only,  |  FUND 

limited  to  states  where  the  fund  is  exempt  I  Room  303-2N,  475  Riverside  Drive 

or  registered.  Cell  or  write  for  a  free  I  New  York,  NY  101 15 

prospectus  and  further  information.  ]  (Phone  212-870-3856 
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People  in  the  news  . . . 


Woman  marathoner  says 
,  prayer  helps  her  endure 

JOPLIN.  Mo.  —  Marathon  runner 
.Jane  Hutchinson  always  says  a 
prayer  before  she  leaves  the  starting 
.  line. 

A  couple  of  miles  down  the  road,  the 
■  United  Methodist  laywoman  usually 
j  gets  back  on  the  prayer  line. 

“It’s  tough,  isn’t  it,  Jesus?”  she 
.  typically  asks. 


JOPLIN,  Mo.  —  UM  Sunday  School 
teacher  Jane  Hutchinson  ran  40  miles 
a  week  while  she  prepared  for  the 
Boston  Marathon.  She  finished  the 
marathon  in  three  hours  and  22  min¬ 
utes —  long  after  the  winner  but  good 
enough  to  qualify  her  for  next  year’s 
Boston  race.  joPlin  globe  photos 


Mrs.  Hutchinson,  38,  finished  the 
Boston  Marathon  April  16  in  three 
hours  and  22  minutes,  almost  an  hour 
after  the  winner.  And  it  was  tough. 
She  was  nursing  a  knee  she  hurt  while 
training  for  the  grueling  26-mile  run. 

Like  most  marathon  runners,  she 
began  feeling  wrung  out  at  the  20-mile 
mark.  Some  observers  said  this  was 
the  worst  weather  ever  —  windy  and 
wet  —  for  the  famous  Boston  race. 

But  then  she  said  she  remembered  a 
sign  set  up  outside  a  church  near  the 
Boston  marathon  starting  line  that 
read:  ‘‘I  can  do  all  things  through 
Him  who  strengthens  me.” 

“I  had  to  repeat  that  a  couple  of 
times  toward  the  end,”  she  said. 

Her  time  was  good  enough  to  quali¬ 
fy  her  for  next  year’s  Boston  race. 

Mrs.  Hutchinson  and  her  husband, 
Mike,  a  high  school  football  coach, 
work  as  a  first  grade  teaching  team  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  here. 
They  also  work  as  a  team  on  the  road. 

They  are  both  runners,  but  she 
leaves  the  training  schedule  up  to 
him.  “Mike  draws  up  the  time  sched¬ 
ules  and  he  studies  and  keeps  up  on 
everything  I  should  do  —  how  much  I 
should  run  to  prepare  and  what  I 
should  eat,”  she  said.  Mr.  Hutchin¬ 
son’s  time  did  not  qualify  him  for  the 
Boston  run,  so  he  stayed  home  with 
the  children  while  she  flew  to  Boston. 

The  second  grade  public  school 
teacher  and  mother  of  two  places  her 
running  in  a  simple  theological  per¬ 
spective. 

“I've  been  blessed  with  the  ability 
to  run.  Even  though  I’ve  never  ex¬ 
perienced  a  ‘runner’s  high’  I  believe 
my  running  is  a  God-given  gift  and 
I’ve  got  a  responsibility  to  take  care  of 
my  body, ’’she  said. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 


$40  million  to  non-UM  ‘entities’ 

Agencies’  reports  reveal  nearly  2,300  cash  contributions  1 001  -83 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  —  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  general  agencies  gave  about  $40 
million  during  1981-83  to  “entities”  out¬ 
side  the  denomination. 

The  names  of  the  nearly  2,300  entities 
and  the  amount  of  their  grants  fill  50 
pages  in  the  87-page  quadrennial  report 
by  the  UMC’s  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration. 

The  book  is  a  result  of  a  move  toward 
financial  openness  and  accountability 
voted  by  the  1980  General  Conference.  It 
ordered  each  general  agency  to  account 
for  grants  to  “organizations,  individuals, 
coalitions,  consultations,  programs  and 
entities  not  formally  part  of  the  church” 
(Para.  804  of  “The  Book  of  Discipline”). 

In  addition,  the  report  accounts  for  the 
spending  within  denominational  chan¬ 
nels  of  the  rest  of  the  $245  million  United 
Methodists  gave  to  general  church  be¬ 
nevolence  and  administrative  funds  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  three  years. 

Grants  to  outside  groups  long  have  en¬ 
gendered  controversy  because  of  con¬ 
cerns  about  the  political  nature  of  some 
groups.  However,  the  report  shows  that 
although  the  entities  are  outside  the 
UMC,  many  are  church  entities,  never¬ 
theless.  Following  are  examples  of 
grants: 

General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
($441,000  total):  National  Family  Farm 
Coalition  ($19,500) ;  Center  on  Social  Wel¬ 
fare  Policy  &  Law  ($15,000);  MARCHA, 
the  UM  Hispanic  Caucus  ($9,500);  Inter¬ 
national  Christian  Federation  for  the 
Prevention  of  Alcoholism  and  Drug  Ad¬ 
diction  ($500)  ;  Housewives  Association  of 
Trinidad  and  Tobago  ($250).  Few  entities 


received  grants  each  of  the  three  years. 

General  Board  of  Discipleship  ($79,000 
total):  Nearly  all  the  grants  went  to  sub¬ 
groups  within  the  National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ. 

General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  ($354,000  total):  Center  for 
Asian  American  Studies  ($7,000) ;  Wesley 
Works  Project,  Duke  University  ($45,000). 

General  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  ($1.8  million  total):  Korean  Immi¬ 
grant  Youth  Service  Center  ($14,000)  . 
Southern  California  Asian  Pacific  Legal 
Center  ($15,000);  Black  and  Proud  Ele¬ 
mentary  Liberation  School  ($10,000) ;  Na¬ 
tive  American  Religious  Freedom  Proj¬ 
ect  ($5,250). 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  accounted  for  most  gifts  to  “enti¬ 
ties”  outside  the  UMC  —  $36.8  million  to 
around  1,800  separate  entities. 

Many  listed  entities  were  projects  re¬ 
lated  to  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
such  as  “Agricultural  Development  — 
Bangladesh”  ($40,000). 

Large  sums  went  to  Church  World 
Service  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  for  such  designated  projects  as 
Cambodia  Appeal  ($1.6  million):  Crip¬ 
pled  Children’s  Center,  Jerusalem 
($60,000). 

Several  hundred  thousand  dollars  went 
to  sub-groups  within  the  National  Council 
of  Churches. 

Among  smaller  grants  are  ones  that 
embroiled  Global  Ministries  in  public 
and  in-church  controversies,  such  as: 
Committee  in  Solidarity  with  Free  Gre¬ 


nada,  supporting  the  Marxist  government 
that  recently  was  overthrown  ($1,000); 
Conference  in  Solidarity  with  Peoples 
of  Southern  Africa  ($5,000);  United  League 
of  Holmes  County,  Miss.  ($11,298). 

Also  listed  are  Global  Ministries  grants 
to  church  groups,  such  as  the  All  African 
Conference  of  Churches  ($166,000);  to 
non-United  Methodist  health  campaigns, 
such  as  Crusade  Against  Tuberculosis. 
Haiti  ($49,000)  and  Grace  Children  Hos¬ 
pital,  Haiti  ($508,000);  to  non-UM  devel¬ 
opment  projects  such  as  rural  develop¬ 


ment  programs  in  Nicaragua  ($315,000) 
and  Honduras  ($45,000);  and  to  such  ecu¬ 
menical  issues  groups  as  the  Interreli¬ 
gious  Foundation  for  Community  Organi¬ 
zation  ($254,000). 

The  price  of  the  report  is  $2.  It  can  be 
obtained  by  writing  to  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House,  201  8th  Ave  S, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37202,  and  asking  for  the 
“Daily  Christian  Advocate  Advance  Edi 
tion  K.”  part  of  the  ll-volume  workbook 
for  delegates  to  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence  -ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Pre-General  Conference  lobbying  heavy 

Delegates’  mailboxes  stuffed 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

On  most  days  over  the  past  several 
weeks,  Mary  Lou  Tenney  has  gone  to  her 
mailbox  in  Ithaca,  N.Y.,  and  found  it 
stuffed  with  mail  from  United  Methodists 
nationwide. 

The  lay  delegate  to  the  1980  General 
Conference  had  to  empty  “an  entire 
drawer  in  my  dresser  to  store  the  mail. 
Now,  the  drawer  is  full  and  I  can’t  close  it” 


Ms.  Tenney’s  professional  identity  — 
she’s  on  the  faculty  of  the  nutrition  divi¬ 
sion  of  Cornell  University  —  is  being 
eclipsed  by  her  new  church  policymaker 
stature. 

She  is  one  of  1,000  delegates  who  will 
meet  in  Baltimore  May  1-11  to  make  deci¬ 
sions  affecting  the  United  Methodist 
Church  during  the  next  four  years. 

On  some  evenings  as  she  skims  and 
sifts  mail,  it  seems  to  her  that  all  9.4  mil- 


Djal  special  phone  number  to  get 
daily  General  Conference  news 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  Quick 
information  about  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  Baltimore  May  1-11  will  be  as 
Close  as  your  telephone. 

Consultants  at  InfoServ,  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  national  toll-free  telephone  infor¬ 
mation  service,  will  be  available  as  usual 
for  callers  with  specific  questions. 

.  In  addition,  a  special  service  will  be 
provided  May  1-25  whereby  persons  can 
call  at  their  own  expense  to  hear  a  taped, 
three-minute  report  of  events  and 
actions.  Calls  may  be  made  any  time, 
day  or  night.  The  report  will  be  changed 
at  9  a.m.  each  morning. 

.  For  InfoServ’s  regular  service,  call  1- 
800-251-8140  (Tennesseans  call  collect 
615-256-0531)  Monday  through  Friday, 
from  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  (Central  Time). 
The  taped  report  cannot  be  heard  by 
calling  this  regular  number. 

For  the  daily  recorded  message,  call  at 


CLASSIFIED 

COMING  TO  OUR  NATION  S  CAPITAL?  Visit  a 
great  Church  in  the  heart  of  Washington  Mt 

Vernon  Place  United  Methodist.  900  Massachusetts 
Avenue  N.W.  Worship  Service  11:00  a.m.  Sundays. 
Special  Bicentennial  Displays  Telephone  (202  )  347- 
9620 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Full  time  staff  person 

whose  duties  involve  all  or  some  of  the  following: 
Christian  Education,  Youth  Ministries.  Family  Life. 
Pastoral  Involvement.  Special  Events  Planning  and 
Visitation.  Primary  responsibility  will  be  CE  and 
Youth  for  1,200-member  church.  Salary  and  benelits 
'  dependent  on  experience.  Send  resume  to  Eric 
.  Johnson.  Sharon  United  Methodist  Church.  4411 
Sharon  Road,  Charlotte,  NC  28211 

POSITION  WANTED:  Individual  with  adult 

education,  music  degrees  ( plus  teaching  experience) 
desires  Education  Director  or  similar  position  in 
Middle-Atlantic  States  church  or  religious 
organization.  431  Hystone  Ave..  Johnstown,  PA 
15905. 

POSITION  WANTED:  Young  creative,  hard¬ 

working  businessman  seeks  management  position  in 
Christian  company,  school  or  ministry.  Five  years 
management  experience.  Will  relocate.  Call  Tom 
Horne:  (619  )  352-1341.  or  write:  1705  D.  Olive  Avenue. 

El  Centro.  CA  92243. 

POSITION  DESIRED:  Pastoral  Counselor/Family 
Life  Ministry  D  Min.  in  Counseling.  Specialty  in 
Marriage/Family  Therapy  and  Training  Excellent 
supervisory  and  administrative  qualifications. 
Twenty  eight  years  AF  Chaplain.  Senior  level  Prefer 
S/SW  area.  Jack  T.  Moore.  156  Aries  Ave..  Lompoc. 
CA  93436 

WANTED:  Full-time  Director  of  Music  Ministries 

for  2700-member  United  Methodist  Church  in 
western  suburb  of  Chicago  There  are  nine  choirs 
and  400  people  in  choir  program  which  is  an  integral 
part  of  a  dynamic  church  program.  Send  for  full  job 
description  to  the  Rev  Fred  Conger.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  1032  Maple.  Downers  Grove,  IL 
60515 

SEMINARIANS:  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Colorado  Springs.  CO  needs  seminarians  to  preach  at 
resort  and  help  in  vouth  ministry.  Call  Rev  Darrell 
Mount  (303  )  471-8522  or  apply  soon:  420  N.  Nevada. 
Colo.  Springs.  CO  80903. 

POSITION  OPEN:  Business  Manager  for  Mission 

project  in  rural  Appalachia.  Contact  Executive 
Director.  Henderson  Settlement,  P  O.  Box  205. 
Frakes.  KY  40940  (  606)  337-3613. 

BICENTENNIAL  VISIT  TO  WESLEY  S  ENGLAND 
July  23-August  7.  London.  Canterbury.  Stratford. 
Coventry.  Edinburgh,  Iona,  Epworth  $1,998 
Brochure.  Jean  and  H.  F  Meier,  Box  1665. 
Brownwood.  TX  76804. 

CATHEDRALS.  CASTLES.  CITIES.  COUNTRY  of 
Great  Britain  Tour.  August  20-Sept  3.  Also  Historic 
sites  of  Methodism.  Free  Brochure:  Box  1508. 
Monterey,  CA  93940. 

CHINA  ADVENTURE  plus  Hong  Kong.  October  1-19. 
1984.  Escorted  by  Rev  and  Mrs  Edward  Laux,  6247 
Annapolis,  Dallas,  TX  75214.  Brochure  available 

your  own  expense  1-615-256-9800.  Since 
the  message  will  be  available  around  the 
clock,  callers  may  take  advantage  of  the 
lowest  long-distance  rates  from  11  p.m. 
to  8  a.m.  For  instance,  a  call  from  Los 
Angeles  at  this  time  will  be  61  cents  for 
three  minutes  and  the  same  call  at  day 
rates  will  be  $1.52  for  three  minutes.  The 
average  cost  for  night  calls  will  be  less 
than  $1  and  day  calls  will  be  less  than  $2. 

Additional  personnel  will  be  available 
to  handle  the  expected  increase  in  the 
number  of  calls  with  questions  related  to 
General  Conference  as  well  as  the  usual 
volume  of  calls.  Consultants  will  be  in 
regular  contact  with  persons  on  the  scene 
in  Baltimore  to  obtain  the  information 
needed. 

InfoServ  is  a  service  to  the  church 
provided  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  and  is  based  in 
Nashville. 

InfoServ  officials  expect  a  flood  of  calls 
during  the  historic  conference,  and 
callers  are  asked  to  be  patient  and  call 
again  if  they  receive  a  busy  signal. 


lion  church  members  are  lobbying  her  to 
support  their  views. 

“People  counting  on  you” 

“When  I  was  elected  as  a  delegate  by 
the  Central  New  York  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  last  year,  I  was  warned  there  would 
be  a  lot  of  mail,  but  I  didn’t  expect  this,” 
Ms.  Tenney  says. 

“It’s  kind  of  scary  in  a  way.  You  real¬ 
ize  how  many  people  are  counting  on  you 
and  all  the  responsibility  you  have.” 

Californian  Patricia  Hammer,  a  lay 
delegate  for  her  second  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  estimates  she  has  received  five  to 
six  times  more  mail  this  year  than  in 
1980. 

Individuals,  churches  active 

“A  lot  more  individuals  and  church  ad¬ 
ministrative  boards  are  writing  this 
time,”  says  Ms.  Hammer  of  Huntington 
Beach,  representing  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference. 

While  officials  are  estimating  there 
may  be  as  many  as  25  percent  fewer  pe¬ 
titions  to  General  Conference,  it  appears 
individuals  and  congregations  are  step¬ 
ping  up  their  lobbying  of  delegates,  says 
Ms.  Hammer,  a  claims  manager  for  an 
insurance  firm. 

The  Rev.  Kil  Sang  Yoon,  a  clergy  dele¬ 
gate  from  Canfield,  Ohio,  in  the  East 
Ohio  Annual  Conference,  says  the  indi¬ 
vidual  letters  received  —  when  unfolded 
and  stacked  flat  —  stand  about  a  foot 
high. 

Mr.  Yoon  says  most  of  his  mail  from  in¬ 
dividuals  has  come  from  within  his  own 
conference. 

Ms.  Hammer  says  she  is  impressed  by 
the  volume  of  mail  she’s  received  from 
individuals  all  over  the  nation.  “Most  are 
handwritten  or  hand-typed.  It  looks  like  a 


Upper  Room  to  present 
citation  to  Bishop  Short 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Retired 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Roy  Hunter 
Short,  former  editor  of  The  Upper  Room, 
will  receive  the  1984  Upper  Room 
Citation  April  28  at  a  ceremony  in 
Baltimore. 

Bishop  Short,  elected  to  the  episcopacy 
in  1948,  is  widely  known  as  an  author  and 
administrator.  Among  his  publications 
are  “My  Great  Redeemer’s  Praise,” 
“United  Methodism  in  Theory  and 
Practice,”  and  “History  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  of  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
1939-79." 

During  his  24  years  as  an  episcopal 
leader,  Bishop  Short,  a  native  of 
Louisville,  served  in  Florida, 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  In  1973  he 
came  out  of  retirement  to  serve  as 
interim  bishop  of  the  Philippines  Central 
Conference.  Prior  to  his  election  to  the 
episcopacy,  he  was  editor  of  The  Upper 
Room  for  four  years. 

The  1984  Citation  is  given  to  Bishop 
Short  to  honor  him  as  a  “distinguished 
leader  and  humble  servant”  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  Rev. 
Rueben  P.  Job,  world  editor  of  The 
Upper  Room,  said,  “Bishop  Short  has 
been  a  life-long  model  of  what  it  means  to 
be  a  faithful  disciple  of  Jesus  Christ." 

The  first  Upper  Room  Citation  was 
given  to  the  late  John  R.  Mott,  a  leader  in 
world  missions  and  evangelism.  Other 
recipients  include  Harry  Denman,  Elton 
Trueblood,  Billy  Graham,  Clarie  Collins 
Harvey  and  Howard  Thurman. 

Criteria  for  receiving  the  Citation  are 


Bishop  Roy  H.  Short 

assisting  people  in  the  understanding  and 
practice  of  prayer,  cultivating 
spirituality  through  life  and  ministry  and 
conducting  research  in  the  area  of 
spiritual  formation,  Dr.  Job  said. 
Nominations  for  the  citation  are  received 
from  around  the  world.  The  Upper  Room 
staff  makes  a  selection  and  the  Upper 
Room  Committee,  composed  of  board 
members,  confirms  the  selection. 


lot  of  administrative  boards  have  de¬ 
cided  to  spend  the  money  and  time  to 
contact  each  delegate  about  a  specific  is¬ 
sue.  I  have  four  churches  in  my  con¬ 
ference  where  I  think  everybody  in  the 
congregation  has  written  to  me.” 

Agency  lobbying  slick 

“I’ve  really  been  surprised,"  says 
Scott  Smith,  a  first-time  lay  delegate,  “at 
how  much  money  is  put  out  by  the  gen¬ 
eral  boards  and  agencies  to  push  their 
programs. 

“Nobody  has  more  of  an  inside  clout  on 
General  Conference  anyway,  and  then 
these  agencies  send  the  most  and  the 
slickest  propaganda,”  says  Mr.  Smith  of 
Carrollton,  Texas,  in  the  North  Texas  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

“One  agency  has  been  sending  slick 
stuff  weekly,”  he  says.  “The  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  just  sent  a  cassette 
tape  of  the  soundtrack  of  a  video  pro¬ 
moting  its  programs.” 

Ms.  Hammer  says  her  mail  has  tended 
to  come  in  stages:  Soon  after  delegates 
were  elected  last  spring,  they  received 
official  General  Conference  material  and 
information  and  pleas  from  the  unofficial 
Good  News  caucus  for  “evangelicals.” 

Then  around  Christmas,  all  special  in¬ 
terest  caucuses  and  the  general  agencies 
began  heavy  mailing  programs.  About  a 
month  ago,  the  mail  quadrupled  as  indi¬ 
viduals  and  administrative  boards  really 
swung  into  action,  Ms.  Hammer  says. 

Main  topics  listed 

Mr.  Yoon  says  it  seems  individuals  and 
congregations  writing  to  him  are  most 
concerned  about  homosexual  and  abor¬ 
tion  issues. 

Ms.  Tenney  says  it  appears  that 
several  national  anti-abortion  groups 
with  no  United  Methodist  identity  have 
targeted  the  UMC  by  way  of  mail  to  dele¬ 
gates  like  herself. 

“I’d  say,”  Ms.  Hammer  estimates, 
“that  90  percent  of  the  individual  and 
congregation  mail  deals  with  three 
topics:  proposals  for  new  orders  of  or¬ 
dained  ministry,  homosexuality,  and  the 
new  Mission  Society  for  United  Meth¬ 
odists  and  the  issues  it  raises  concerning 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  " 

Reading  turns  to  skimming 

All  four  delegates  contacted  for  this 
story  said  they  started  out  reading  every 
piece  of  mail.  But  now  they  tend  to  skim 
each  piece,  to  set  aside  most  which  are 
similar  to  pieces  they’ve  read  earlier  and 
to  try  to  read  mail  which  appears  to  con¬ 
tain  new  information  about  topics  they 
expect  to  encounter  on  their  assigned  leg¬ 
islative  committees. 

Mr.  Smith  says  he  feels  most  in¬ 
fluenced  by  mail  from  local  churches, 
and,  similar  to  the  others,  he  tries  at 
least  mentally  to  tabulate  the  stance  ad¬ 
vocated  by  each  one. 

Ms.  Hammer  says  she  has  been  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  “downright  hostility"  in 
some  of  the  letters  and  their  frantic  pleas 
of  “don’t  you  dare  let  thus  and  so 
happen!” 

Ms.  Tenney  says,  “I’ve  gotten  my  eyes 
opened  by  some  of  the  mail.  Some  of  it 
has  kept  me  in  the  debate  so  I’m  not  sure 
how  1  will  vote  on  some  issues  until  I  get 
to  Baltimore.” 


Issue-oriented,  letter-writing  United  Methodists  and  UM  groups  have 
given  delegates  to  the  1984  General  Conference  like  Scott  Smith  more  than 
they  can  read.  ( See  story  at  left. ) 
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Ministry  definition 
faces  court  decision 


BALTIMORE  (UMNS)  —  An  historic 
Wesleyan  concept  will  be  before  the 
United  Methodist  Judicial  Council  for 
definition  at  its  semiannual  session 
beginning  April  27  here. 

Specifically,  the  denomination’s 
"supreme  court”  has  been  asked  to  rule 
on  whether  “traveling  preachers”  and 
“ministerial  members  in  full 
connection”  are  synonymous  terms 
when  used  in  relation  to  the  election  of 
clergy  delegates  to  the  General  and 
jurisdictional  Conferences.  The  question 
pertains  to  legislative  proposals  for 
changes  in  orders  of  ministry  in  the 
church  being  brought  to  the  General 
Conference  by  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

Also  on  the  docket  is  a  request  for  a 
review  of  procedures  followed  by  a 
jurisdictional  court  of  appeals  in 
reviewing  the  widely-publicized  church 


trial  in  1983  of  a  prominent  minister  in 
Alabama.  The  appeals  court  reversed  a 
verdict  by  a  church  trial  court  that  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Lane  Butts  Jr.,  interfered 
with  lire  career  of  another  minister. 

There  are  two  other  items  on  the  brief 
docket.  One  from  South  Carolina 
concerns  the  authority  of  an  annual 
conference  to  authorize  redistribution  of 
unused  designated  funds  in  a  previously 
approved  annual  conference  budget.  The 
other  is  a  review  by  the  nine-member 
Judicial  Council  of  its  rule  concerning 
reconsideration  of  actions  it  has  taken 
previously. 

The  high  court  will  continue  in  session 
through  May  11  to  consider  any  questions 
referrred  to  it  by  the  General 
Conference.  Tom  Matheny,  a  Hammond, 
La.,  attorney,  is  president  of  the  Judicial 
Council. 


Children’s  fish  bank  gifts 
send  seeds  to  Mozambique 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  United 
Methodist  children  who  put  their  nickels, 
dimes  and  quarters  into  cardboard  fish 
banks  last  fall  may  be  interested  to  learn 
that  part  of  their  donation  will  go  to  buy 
seeds  instead  of  fish. 

Norma  J.  Kehrberg,  head  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR),  announced  that  $50,000  from 
the  fish  funds  will  be  used  to  purchase 
seeds  to  raise  food  for  starving  children 
in  Mozambique. 

In  January  and  February  2,000  people 
died  in  that  country  on  the  southeast 
corner  of  Africa,  according  to  a  recent 
report  from  the  United  Nations  Disaster 
Relief  Office  (UNDRO). 

Nico  Keulemans,  emergencies  officer 
for  the  World  Council  of  Churches, 
reported  from  Mozambique  in  late 
February  that  the  central  region  was 
badly  affected  by  drought  compounded 
by  political  insecurity  which  hampered 
transportation  and  trade. 

The  whole  population  of  14  million 
suffers  from  the  food  shortage,  Mr. 
Keulemans  found.  Some  4-5  million 
people  are  malnourished  and  the  number 
is  increasing  rapidly.  “The  needs  are 
endless,”  he  said,  mentioning  basics 
such  as  clothing,  soap  and  utensils. 

After  receiving  a  sizable  request  for 
funds  from  the  Christian  Council  of 
Mozambique  in  late  March,  Church 


World  Service,  the  relief  and  develop¬ 
ment  arm  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  USA,  sent  $275,000. 

This  contribution  will  go  to  meet 
emergency  food  needs,  said  Ms. 
Kehrberg.  “The  money  from  the  fish 
banks  will  provide  seeds  so  farmers  can 
plant  crops  and  the  people  will  have  food 
in  coming  months." 

Ms.  Kehrberg  encouraged  United 
Methodist  churches  and  families  to 
continue  using  the  fish  banks  to  collect 
funds  to  cover  future  world  food  needs. 

The  UMCOR  fish  appeal,  issued  last 
summer,  brought  in  nearly  $100,000  by 
the  end  of  March.  Two-thirds  of  the 
collection  will  be  used  to  aid  hungry 
people  overseas,  one-third  to  meet  needs 
of  hungry  Americans. 
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Bishops 9  report  awaited  on  NCC WCC  relations 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  last  in  a 
series  by  UMR  staff  members  on  major 
issues  facing  delegates  to  United 
Methodism's  1984  General  Conference 
May  1-11  in  Baltimore.  Delegates  will 
wear  the  medallion  at  right,  symbolizing 
both  their  leadership  in  the  denomination 
as  it  enters  its  third  century  and  the  his¬ 
toric  significance  of  this  particular  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  marking  as  it  does  the 
Bicentennial  of  American  Methodism. 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

A  special  report  whose  contents  won’t 
be  known  until  they  are  released  to  the 
General  Conference  likely  will  have  a  lot 
to  say  about  United  Methodism’s  ecu¬ 
menical  involvement  during  the  next  few 
years. 

The  report  will  come  from  a  unique 
nine-member  committee  from  within  the 
Council  of  Bishops.  It  is  known  as  the 
“Conciliar  Review  Committee.”  and  its 
creation  more  than  a  year  ago  was  the 
response  by  the  bishops  to  a  mounting 
wave  of  criticism  of  the  World  and  Nat¬ 
ional  Councils  of  Churches.  The  UMC  is 
integrally  involved  in  both  organizations. 

The  nine-member  committee,  chaired 
by  Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel  of  the  New 
York  West  Area,  has  chosen  to  meet 
completely  outside  the  glare  of  publicity. 
In  other  words,  its  meetings  have  been 
closed  to  the  press  and  to  any  visitors 
other  than  those  invited  to  share  facts  or 


perceptions  about  the  two  major  bodies 
of  the  Christian  conciliar  movement. 

Five  basic  areas  reviewed 

Bishop  Yeakel  explained  earlie.r  this 
year  that  the  committee  chose  the 
“closed”  route  to  avoid  the  risk  of  infor¬ 
mation  getting  out  that  might  appear  to 
be  conclusive  when  it  is  not. 

The  conciliar  review  chairman  had 
told  the  full  Council  of  Bishops  last  fall, 
however,  that  the  group  was  inquiring 
into  five  basic  categories  of  allegations 
about  the  two  councils  of  churches:  (1) 
philosophy  of  mission;  (2)  ecumenism; 
(3)  funding;  (4)  governance  or  account¬ 
ability;  (5)  personnel. 


Bishop  Yeakel’s  committee  was 
expected  to  submit  its  report  formally  to 
the  Council  of  Bishops  meeting  this  week 
in  Wilmington,  Del.  At  least  a  summary 
report  from  that  document  is  expected  to 
be  placed  into  delegates’  hands  before 
General  Conference  adjourns  May  11. 

Despite  the  unknowns  of  this  highest- 
level  inquiry,  several  “knowns”  face  the 
1,000  elected  and  voting  delegates. 

One  is  the  usual  and  predictable 
number  of  petitions  from  various  indi¬ 
viduals  and/or  local  churches  asking 
General  Conference  to  vote  to  withdraw 
United  Methodist  membership  from 
either  the  National  or  the  World  Council 


or  from  both. 

Accountability  questioned 

The  “whereas”  clauses  of  such 
petitions  generally  allege  that  these 
councils  support,  financially  or  other¬ 
wise,  certain  enterprises  which  these 
“withdrawal”  petitioners  believe  are 
beyond  the  bounds  of  appropriate 
Christian  pursuit.  They  also  typically 
note  that  United  Methodism  may 
officially  support  the  NCC  and  WCC 
financially  and  with  elected  and  staff 
leadership  but  that  the  councils  have 
little  or  no  accountability  back  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  or  to  any  of 
their  other  member  communions. 

Those  who  typically  favor  these  with¬ 
drawal  petitions  had  some  of  their 
concerns  expressed  and  fed  when  both 
the  Reader’s  Digest  and  CBS-TV  “60 
Minutes"  in  early  1983  offered  major 
presentations  presuming  to  reveal  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  NCC  and  WCC  which 
might  make  them  suspect. 

The  Council  of  Bishops’  special  Con¬ 
ciliar  Review  Committee  was  born  in 
response  to  the  backlash  created  by 
those  allegations.  But  even  as  the  bishops 
created  this  committee  to  “make  a  thor¬ 
ough  review  of  recently-made  allega¬ 
tions  ...”  they  affirmed  that  the  UMC 
"is  constitutionally,  theologically,  and 
unapologetically  committed  to  ecumen¬ 
ical  cooperation  with  other  Christian 


churches. 

“Thus  our  participation  and  leadership 
in  the  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  and  World  Council  of  Churches  as 
a  denomination  are  acknowledged  and 
affirmed  by  the  Council  of  Bishops.  We 
appreciate  the  valuable  work  of  these 
two  councils  of  churches  and  encourage 
the  continued  generous  support  of  these 
bodies  by  our  constituency  .” 

Support  also  assured 

Equally  as  predictable  as  the  with¬ 
drawal  petitions  are  those  affirming  and 
asking  continued  UMC  support  for  the 
councils  of  churches. 

Precise  resolutions  to  that  effect  have 
been  submitted  by  the  denomination’s 
General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns.  Based  in 
New  York  in  the  same  building  as  NCC 
headquarters  and  as  the  WCC’s  U.S. 
offices  (the  WCC  is  based  in  Geneva), 
this  general  agency  helps  select  many 
persons  who  represent  the  UMC  on  these 
two  ecumenical  bodies.  It  is  the  primary 
continuing  link  between  the  denom¬ 
ination  and  the  NCC  and  WCC,  as  well  as 
to  other  inter-religious  interests  includ¬ 
ing  dialogue  with  Jewish  and  Muslim 
groups  and  union  conversations  within 
the  Consultation  on  Church  Union. 

The  commission’s  resolution  favoring 
continuing  membership  in  the  NCC 
contains  seven  relatively  brief  “where¬ 


as”  sections,  ending,  with  the  assertion 
that  “the  concern  for  Christian  unity  .  . . 
has  been  a  mark  of  the  UMC  ...” 

A  similar  resolution  favoring  contin¬ 
uing  membership  in  the  WCC  notes,  as 
does  the  one  on  the  NCC,  that  the  two 
constituent  churches  which  make  up 
United  Methodists  —  the  Methodist  and 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  —  were 
charter  members  of  the  WCC. 

UMs  provide  leadership 

The  pro-NCC  resolution,  unlike  the  one 
on  the  WCC,  notes  that  United  Methodists 
“provide  distinguished  leadership  to  the 
council  ...”  This  is  true  in  major  part 
because  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
this  country  is  one  of  some  30  member 
communions  in  the  NCC  but  is  only  one  of 
several  hundred  in  the  WCC;  thus  leader¬ 
ship  positions  are  spread  among  a  much 
wider  constituency  in  the  WCC. 

No  one  familiar  with  similar  debates  in 
previous  General  Conferences  is  apt  to 
predict  that  any  "withdrawal”  petitions 
will  be  adopted  in  Baltimore.  But 
depending  on  the  data  and  the  tone  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops’  special  committee 
report,  United  Methodists  could  become 
much  more  serious  and  assertive  about 
how  they  intend  their  church  to  partic¬ 
ipate  in  those  councils  and  how  they 
expect  to  hold  the  councils  accountable 
for  their  actions  directly  rather  than 
through  public  media. 
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Special  ;B&B’  ministry  highlights 
UM  ’84  Olympic  Games  outreach 


of  the 

£{®wsm 

£&&sgg* 

Grace  andfre 


fottHODlst 


^  wn'TKK 


CHI 

OH  Ct 


Welcome  signs  are  out  in  Baltimore 


BALTIMORE  —  Ten  billboards  scattered  around  the 
Baltimore  area  welcoming  United  Methodists  to  the 
General  Conference  have  been  donated  by  a  local 
outdoor  advertising  firm.  The  Foster  and  Kleiser 


company  gave  the  advertising  space  for  one  month. 
More  than  2,000  people  are  expected  to  come  to 
Baltimore  for  the  conference. 
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By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

LOS  ANGELES  —  When  the  1984  Sum¬ 
mer  Olympic  Games  take  over  this  area 
in  late  July,  United  Methodists  will  be 
ready  with  a  special  ministry  known  lo¬ 
cally  as  “B&B.” 

The  initials  stand  for  “Bed  and  Break¬ 
fast,”  and  that’s  what  several  hundred 
local  United  Methodists  will  offer  in  their 
homes  for  the  expected  several  hundred 
thousand  fans  and  visitors. 

The  “B&B”  ministry  is  the  unique 
United  Methodist  portion  of  the  overall 
ecumenical  Christian  program  worked 
out  between  the  official  Olympics  com 
mittee  and  the  Interreligious  Council  of 
Southern  California. 

The  U.M.  Olympics  Ministry  is  so  ex¬ 
tensive  that  it  has  its  own  staff  coordina¬ 
tor  —  Vicki  Christensen.  She  and  a  staff 
of  directors  from  the  Pacific  and  South¬ 
west  Annual  Conference  have  spent  more 
than  a  year  perfecting  plans. 

The  coordinating  committee  has  sug¬ 
gested  a  standard  “donation”  of  $30  per 
person  per  night  or  $15  for  children  12 
and  under  for  “B&B.”  Hosts  will  receive 
50  percent  of  the  funds ;  15  percent  will  go 


Northern  Illin  ois  cooperation  pledged 

Conference,  BMCR  sign  covenant 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

CHICAGO  —  The  Northern  Illinois  con¬ 
ference  cabinet  and  that  conference’s 
chapter  of  Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal  (BMCR)  have  signed  a  cove¬ 
nant  that  leaders  say  may  have  national 
impact  for  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  its  ethnic  minority  groups. 

They  say  the  agreement  is  intended  to 
strengthen  the  conference’s  33  black  con¬ 
gregations. 

The  covenant  pledges  the  Northern  Illi¬ 
nois  conference  cabinet  and  BMCR  to  ten 
points.  These  pledges  among  other 
things: 

•  Appointment  of  black  ministers  will 
no  longer  be  restricted  to  black  congre¬ 
gations  ; 

•  Demographic  studies  of  blacks  in 
the  Northern  Illinois  conference  will  be 
initiated  to  determine  if  there  is  a  need 
for  new  congregations  ; 

•  Efforts  of  the  cabinet  and  BMCR 
will  be  combined  in  the  recruitment  of 
black  ministers ; 

•  Each  congregation  will  be  developed 
to  its  fullest  through  the  implementation 
of  pastoral  care,  evangelism  and  stew¬ 
ardship  programs. 


Weekly 
P&ble  study 
series  for 
youth  and 
young  adults  for 
r  morning  or  evening. 

Builds  solid  faith 
.  by  Bible  knowledge. 
Introductory  Kit/Cassette 
»nd  Teacher's  Manual:  $15.00 
Box  25101,  Dallas,  TX  75225 


“This  covenant  could  have  national  im¬ 
pact  on  other  United  Methodist  caucus 
groups,”  said  the  Rev.  Victor  T.  Fujiu, 
chairman  of  the  Northern  Illinois  cabi¬ 
net.  “Also  I  believe  the  covenant  is  the 
first  of  its  kind.  I’ve  never  heard  of  any 
others  like  it.  The  cabinet  will  have  in¬ 
creased  interaction  with  the  conference 
BMCR  through  discussions  and  coopera¬ 


tive  efforts.” 

Explaining  the  covenant’s  history, 
Marilyn  Magee,  executive  director  of 
Chicago's  Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal,  said,  “We  met  with  Bishop 
Jesse  DeWitt  and  cabinet  members  for 
three  months.  Throughout  that  time  we 
were  never  far  apart  on  the  covenant’s 
content. 


Hymnals  have  big  place 
in  Wesleyan  tradition 


By  W  ALTER  N.  VERNON 

“John  Wesley  was  once  asked  what 
part  of  Methodist  services  he  liked  best, 
and  he  replied,  ‘The  hymns  of  my 
brother,  Charles.’  But  then  he  thought  a 
little  longer  and  admitted:  ‘No,  I  really 
like  my  sermons  best.’  ”  This  incident  is 
told  by  Bishop  William  R.  Cannon.  It 
illustrates  how  important  both  preaching 
and  singing  have  always  been  in  Meth¬ 
odist,  Evangelical,  and  United  Brethren 
services. 

Hymnals  were  among  the  early  books 
published  by  John  Wesley,  and  there 
have  always  been  official  hymnals  in 
print  among  the  various  branches  now 
combined  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  first  hymn  in  “The 
Hymnal”  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  “O  for  a  Thousand  Tongues  to 
Sing,”  appeared  as  No.  1  in  most  Meth- 
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Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas  72632. 
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odist  hymnals  since  1740.  Appropriately, 
its  author  is  Charles  Wesley. 

Methodist  hymnals  began  appearing  in 
America  as  early  as  1737  when  John 
Wesley  issued  one  called  “Psalms  and 
Hymns.”  A  more  popular  one,  also  by 
Wesley,  was  introduced  by  George 
Whitefield  in  1740  at  his  American 
revivals. 

Hymnals  have  helped  to  encourage 
unity  —  and  union  —  between  estranged 
branches  of  Methodists.  Examples  are 
the  one  in  1905,  jointly  produced  by 
Northern  and  Southern  Methodists;  and 
the  one  in  1935,  in  which  the  Methodist 
Protestants  joined  the  other  two. 

The  Methodist  Protestants  received 
their  own  first  serious  effort  for  a  hymnal 
in  1837  when  Thomas  H.  Stockton 
compiled  one.  Stockton  was  chaplain  of 
Congress  in  1863  and  gave  the  prayer  at 
the  service  at  which  Lincoln  gave  the 
Gettysburg  Address. 

Hymnals  in  German  were  published  in 
early  1800  by  both  Evangelicals  and 
United  Brethren,  and  continued  to  be 
supplied.  However,  to  prevent  the  lessen¬ 
ing  of  congregational  singing,  the  United 
Brethren  General  Conference  of  1861 
voted  "We  .  .  .  kindly  forbid  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  choirs  into  any  of  our 
churches.”  As  with  Northern  and 
Southern  Methodists  in  1935,  a  new 
hymnal  in  1957  representing  the  tra¬ 
ditions  of  both  United  Brethren  and  Evan¬ 
gelicals  helped  to  deepen  the  spirit  of 
unity  in  the  new  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church  that  had  emerged  in 
1946. 


“The  covenant  is  intended  to  strength¬ 
en  black  churches  in  this  conference  in 
varying  ways.  Some  of  the  churches  are 
housed  in  large  structures  with  high  ener¬ 
gy  costs  that  retard  the  churches,  mis¬ 
sion  outreach  efforts  and  payment  in  full 
of  their  apportionments.  Other  churches 
are  small  and  struggling  and  don’t  get 
the  best  leadership. 

“This  covenant  will  bring  intentional 
help  from  ‘the  powers  that  be’  to  these 
churches.  This  is  not  monetary  help  but 
assistance  with  leadership.  The  churches 
need  a  nurturing  in  Methodism.  This  will 
give  the  members  a  tie-in  or  feeling  of  own¬ 
ership.  Without  this  they  will  flounder.” 


4Gay’  minister 
to  retire  early 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  only  openly 
homosexual  minister  serving  as  a  local 
pastor  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
(UMC)  has  announced  his  voluntary 
retirement  from  the  active  ministry  at 
the  age  of  46. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Abels,  for  11  years 
pastor  of  Washington  Square  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Greenwich  Village, 
invoked  a  provision  in  church  regulations 
that  allows  retirement  with  full  pension 
rights  after  20  years  of  service. 

Mr.  Abels  acknowledged  that  the 
timing  of  his  decision  was  influenced  by 
the  possibility  that  the  UMC’s  quad¬ 
rennial  General  Conference,  which 
meets  in  May,  will  pass  legislation  spe¬ 
cifically  forbidding  the  appointment  of 
homosexual  clergy.  “That  was  part  of 
the  mix,”  he  said. 

Bishop  Roy  Nichols,  who  administers 
the  UMC’s  New  York  Area,  said  that  Mr. 
Abels  retains  all  his  ministerial  priv¬ 
ileges,  and  that  “when  he  becomes  62,  he 
can  draw  a  pension.” 

Mr.  Abels  has  been  in  the  ministry  for 
24  years,  previously  serving  as  pastor  of 
churches  in  New  Jersey,  and  as  a  staff 
member  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

In  1977,  Mr.  Abels  announced  his  homo¬ 
sexuality  to  his  congregation  in  a 
sermon.  He  became  a  focus  of  contro¬ 
versy  in  the  denomination  after  The  New 
York  Times  reported  that  he  had  per¬ 
formed  “covenant  services”  for  same- 
sex  couples. 

At  least  two  other  openly  gay  ministers 
hold  valid  clergy  credentials  in  the  UMC, 
but  neither  is  serving  as  a  pastor. 


to  the  host  person’s  local  church  for  mis¬ 
sions  work  of  its  choice;  30  percent  will  go 
to  the  annual  conference  for  selected  mis¬ 
sion  projects,  and  5  percent  is  for  admin¬ 
istrative  costs. 

Local  United  Methodists  acknowledge 
that  the  $30  per  person  per  night  may 
seem  high  for  lodging  and  one  meal.  But 
,_they  point  opt  that  commercial  bed  and 
^breakfast  programs  will  start  at  $125. 

The  United  Methodist  “B&B”  program 
will  start  July  21  and  end  Aug.  15.  That 
allows  for  a  few  days  either  side  of  the 
dates  of  the  Olympic  Games  themselves, 
July  28-Aug.  12. 

United  Methodists  are  also  encouraged 
to  offer  two  other  kinds  of  ministry 
aimed  directly  at  Olympics  visitors. 

One  is  to  open  local  churches  as  hospi¬ 
tality  centers.  Churches  are  asked  to  pro¬ 
vide  light  refreshments,  community  and 
transportation  information,  crisis  refer¬ 
ral,  pastoral  counseling,  language  trans¬ 
lation  and  light  entertainment.  Some  hos- 

Correction 

The  name  of  the  Rev.  Frank  Dorsey  of 
the  Kansas  East  conference  was  inad¬ 
vertently  omitted  from  the  list  (see 
UMR,  April  20)  of  persons  endorsed  for 
the  United  Methodist  episcopacy.  The 
Reporter  regrets  this  omission. 


pitality  centers  will  be  operated  coopera¬ 
tively  with  other  denominations. 

The  other  suggested  ministry  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  and  others  is  worship  ser¬ 
vices  for  Olympics  visitors. 

United  Methodist  campus  ministers 
on  the  University  of  Southern  California  • 
(USC)  and  University  of  California  at 
Los  Angeles  (UCLA)  campuses  are  also 
involved  in  a  major  part  of  the  ecumeni¬ 
cal  ministry  offered  through  the  Interre-  : 
ligious  Council  of  Southern  California. 

This  will  include  a  religious  services' 
coordinator  for  each  of  the  three  “vil¬ 
lages”  where  Olympics  athletes  will  be'-'- 
housed;  an  interfaith  team  of  clergy  to’- 
offer  pastoral  services  to  Olympic  “vil¬ 
lage”  residents,  and  a  directory  of  reli~° 
gious  services  for  each  “village.” 

Campus  clergy  regularly  assigned  to  - 
the  three  principal  campus-area  “vil-‘  : 
lages”  will  form  the  major  part  of  the 
clergy  teams.  These  include  United  Meth- . 
odist  campus  ministers  at  bath  the  LfcLA  > 
and  USC  housing  areas.  ‘h  •/?) 

More  information  is  available  from : 

The  United  Methodist  Olympic  Minis*,  i 
try  Office  c.* 

134  N.  Kenwood  St.  »\v 

Glendale,  CA  91206  ,tl 

(818) -241-8593  .  i 
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In  1820  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  voted  to  form  a  Missionary  Society.  It  was  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  mission  work  already  being  done  in  the  fast-growing 
annual  conferences.  It  would  work  at  home  and  overseas.  The 
Indians  and  slaves  were  to  be  converted  as  well  as  people 
overseas.  And  the  message  of  Christ's  saving  love  was  to  be 
preached  to  all. 

As  delegates  converge  on  Baltimore  for  the  Bicentennial 
General  Conference  to  celebrate  the  past  and  plan  for  the 
future,  the  church  once  again  turns  attention  to  mission. 
Representatives  of  churches  in  Asia,  Africa,  Latin  America 
and  Europe  will  be  present.  For  today  the  church  is  global. 
Over  twenty-three  million  people  follow  Wesleyan  tradition 
in  all  the  world. 

The  church  in  Korea  hopes  to  have  one  million  members 
at  the  completion  of  its  Centennial  this  year.  Last  year 
Liberia  marked  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  coming  of  the 
first  missionary  sent  by  the  society.  All  over  Africa,  the 
church  is  growing. 

United  Methodists  have  cause  to  rejoice.  The  General 
Conference  delegates  will  launch  a  Third  Century  in  Mis¬ 
sion.  We  are  challenged  again  to  spread  Scriptural  holiness 
throughout  the  land  and  to  reform  the  nation.  Nor  will 
United  Methodists  forget  Wesley's  words,  'The  world  is 
my  parish." 


Sharing  the  Whole  Gospel  with  the  Whole  World 
THE  GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES 
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Impact  of  religious  TV  measured 


Inf luence  found  but  no  impediment  to  church  attendance 


PHILADELPHIA  -  The  television 
ministries  that  attract  millions  of  viewers 
and  contributors  are  influential  with 
their  audiences,  but  watching  religious 
programs  doesn’t  keep  people  from  go¬ 
ing  to  church. 

Those  who  support  evangelical  broad¬ 
casters  also  attend  and  contribute  to 
local  churches,  according  to  a  two-year 
study  of  religion  and  television  released 
April  16  by  researchers  at  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania’s  Annenberg  School  of 
Communications.  The  Gallup  Organiza¬ 
tion  of  Princeton,  N.J.  also  participated 
in  the  study  which  was  commissioned  by 
more  than  30  mainline  and  independent 
churches. 

The  idea  that  the  “electronic  church" 
is  responsible  for  declining  participation 
in  mainline  churches  was  contradicted 
by  the  research  findings.  But  also  dis¬ 
proved  was  the  belief  that  charismatic 
television  personalities  have  created  a 
new  and  expanding  audience  of  religious 
converts.  Rather,  the  researchers  found 
that  this  stable  and  loyal  religious  televi¬ 
sion  audience  displayed  a  long-standing 
allegiance  to  organized  religion. 

No  financial  effects  found 

“Television  ministries  have  been  sus¬ 
pected  of  causing  or  at  least  contributing 
to  the  erosion  of  mainline  church  mem¬ 
bership,  financial  contributions,  and  gen¬ 
eral  participation,"  said  George  Gerbner, 
dean  of  The  Annenberg  School  of  Com¬ 
munications  and  a  member  of  the  re¬ 
search  team.  “Our  study  found  no  sup¬ 
port  for  tha  t  charge .  ’  ’ 

“There  must  be  other  explanations  if 


church  attendance  has  declined  and 
there  is  a  lack  of  financial  support,"  he 
said.  Dr.  Gerbner  added  that  research 
over  the  years  has  shown  that,  in  many 
respects,  prime-time  television  drama  — 
with  its  much  larger  audience  —  is  “the 
new  religion." 

According  to  surveys  conducted  for 
this  report,  there  are  about  13.3  million 
regular  viewers  of  religious  programs 
covering  all  denominations.  This  is  about 
6.2  percent  of  the  estimated  number  of 
persons  in  households  with  televisions. 

“We  found  that  the  audience  for  reli¬ 
gious  television  is  smaller  than  has  been 
claimed,  though  this  group  is  consistent 
in  its  viewing  habits,"  said  the  research¬ 
ers.  “The  programs  appeal  to  an  older, 
traditional  audience,  and  watching  these 
programs  appears  to  be  a  confirmation 
of  their  religious  beliefs,  not  a  substitute 
for  them.  Their  interest  in  the  electronic 
church  is  complementary  to  other  forms 
of  religious  practice,  like  church  wor¬ 
ship.” 

Members  of  this  audience,  drawn  by 
television  content  not  found  on  other  tele¬ 
vision  shows,  are  older,  have  less  educa¬ 
tion  and  income,  are  more  conservative 
politically,  and  more  “fundamentalist” 
in  their  religious  beliefs.  They  are  more 
likely  to  live  in  rural  areas  and  in  the 
South  and  Midwest  compared  to  those 
who  do  not  watch  religious  programs. 

Other  characteristics  comparing  view¬ 
ers  to  non-viewers: 

•  Half  of  the  viewers  consider  evan¬ 
gelicalism  and  missionary  work  to  be  the 
main  goal  of  the  church;  only  one-third  of 
the  non-viewers  felt  this  way. 


•  Conversely,  only  one-fifth  of  tho 
viewers  said  the  church  should  be  “work¬ 
ing  for  social  justice,”  but  one-third  of 
the  non-viewers  consider  this  a  priority 
of  the  church. 

•  Heavy  viewers  of  religious  pro¬ 
grams  express  greater  confidence  in 
local  church  leaders  than  both  light  view¬ 
ers  or  non-viewers. 

•  Heavy  viewers  of  general  television 
are  less  likely  than  light  viewers  to  read 
the  Bible. 

In  addition  to  the  evangelical  broad¬ 
casters,  television  programs  are  also 
produced  by  the  mainline  or  local 
churches.  According  to  an  analysis  of 
their  content,  the  essential  features  of 
both  types  of  programs  are  similar.  Dis¬ 
cussions  of  political  issues  occur  in  about 
half  of  both  types  of  programs.  Also, 
there  is  condemnation  of  abortion,  homo¬ 
sexuality,  and  other  behavior  described 
as  deviant.  “Sinful  sexual  behavior,"  for 
example,  was  addressed  in  one  out  of 
four  religious  programs. 

Church  attendance  urged 

Regarding  the  relationship  between 
television  ministries  and  other  churches, 
the  study  revealed  that  local  churches 
are  mentioned  in  one  out  of  four  religious 
programs.  And,  in  one  out  of  ten  pro¬ 
grams  viewers  were  urged  to  attend 
church. 

On  the  evangelical  programs  the  most 
often  mentioned  personal  problems  were 
family  tensions,  financial  and  health 
problems,  unemployment  and  physical 
handicaps.  In  one  out  of  four  programs  a 
solution  suggested  for  these  difficulties 


was  a  financial  contribution  to  the  minis¬ 
try 

In  fact,  a  key  distinction  between  the 
two  types  of  programs  is  the  solicitation 
of  funds.  The  television  ministries  are 
more  likely  to  ask  for  money,  to  make 
more  numerous  requests,  and  ask  for 
greater  amounts. 

Who  are  the  participants  in  religious 
television  programs?  According  to  the 
researchers,  these  individuals  are  pre¬ 
dominantly  white  and  male.  Distinctions 
between  the  sexes  are  portrayed  in  tradi¬ 
tional  ways.  “People  who  inhabit  reli¬ 
gious  television  are  similar  to  the  char¬ 
acters  who  populate  the  fictional  world  of 
prime-time  drama,"  they  said. 

Here  are  their  findings: 

•  Men  outnumber  women  by  a  consid¬ 
erable  margin  in  all  religious  programs. 

•  Men  are  portrayed  in  roles  of  author¬ 
ity,  as  clergy,  for  instance. 

•  Women  are  generally  younger  than 
the  men  and  rarely,  if  ever,  portrayed 
as  clergy;  also,  they  rarely  quote  the 
Bible. 

•  Women  are  more  likely  than  men  to 
reveal  that  they  suffer  from  physical  ail¬ 
ments  and  to  talk  about  their  personal 
problems. 

The  religious  organizations  that  spon¬ 
sored  this  research  were  members  repre¬ 
senting  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
the  PTL  Network,  Old  Time  Gospel 
Hour,  the  United  States  Catholic  Con¬ 
ference,  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  the 
National  Religious  Broadcasters  and  30 
other  religious  organizations. 


Book  Reviews 

Autobiography  traces  bishop’s  near-century 


Ninety  Years  And  Counting,  Autobiog¬ 
raphy  Of  Nolan  B.  Harmon.  The  Upper 
Room,  Nashville.  317  Pages.  Paperback 
15.95 

By  MARY  BROOKE  CASAD 
His  counsel  has  been  sought  by  preach¬ 
ers  and  presidents.  His  travels  have 
taken  him  around  the  world,  supervising 
mission  work  and  seeking  manuscripts. 
His  career  has  encompassed  the  roles  of 
pastor,  scholar,  author,  editor,  bishop 
and  professor.  His  story  is  a  history  les¬ 
son  in  twentieth  century  Methodism.  But 
more  than  that,  Nolan  B.  Harmon’s  auto¬ 
biography  is  the  story  of  a  committed 
Christian  and  his  life  (90  years  and  count¬ 
ing!  )  of  faith. 

Amazing  discoveries  and  insights  into 
the  history  and  personalities  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  are  revealed  in 
the  sharing  of  this  story,  as  well  as  the  in¬ 
fluence  he  brought  to  bear  on  many 
facets  of  the  denomination.  The  conver¬ 
sational  writing  style  allows  such 
warmth  and  humor  that  it  is  as  if  Bishop 
Harmon  was  sitting  beside  you,  telling 
his  story  in  person. 

Recalling  the  days  of  his  parsonage 
boyhood  in  Mississippi  and  Texas  and  his 
schooling  at  Millsaps,  Emory  and 
Princeton,  he  vividly  describes  the 
events  of  his  young  life.  The  distinct 
southern  flavor  of  his  upbringing  is  de¬ 
lightful  and  illuminates  a  bygone  era. 

•  Ordination  came  quickly  for  Nolan 
llarmon  as  he  prepared  for  chaplain’s 
training  camp  during  World  War  I.  He 
received  a  telegram  instructing  him  to 
‘iQo  to  the  nearest  Methodist  bishop  and 
be  ordained  deacon  and  elder.” 

“The  nearest  Methodist  bishop  I  found 
was  retired  Bishop  Henry  Clay  Morrison 
living  in  Leesburg,  Florida,”  he  writes. 
“So  in  the  middle  of  his  study  .  .  .  Morri- 

Deportation 
end  urged 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  A  group  of 
religious  leaders  urged  the  Congress  to 
halt  deportation  of  undocumented  Salva¬ 
doran  refugees  from  the  United  States. 

They  support  legislation  that  would 
suspend  deportations  for  up  to  three 
years  while  the  Reagan  administration 
studies  dangers  the  refugees  face  when 
they  are  returned  home. 

An  estimated  300  to  400  Salvadorans 
are  deported  each  month,  according  to 
government  figures. 

In  the  appeal,  led  by  Bishop  Philip  R. 
Cousin,  president  of  the'National  Council 
of  Churches,  the  19  Protestant,  Catholic 
and  Jewish  leaders  called  the  proposal 
“an  imperative  first  step"  in  addressing 
the  needs  of  the  refugees. 

The  religious  leaders  include  heads  of 
denominations,  a  representative  of  the 
Catholic  bishbps,  and  a  leader  of  Reform 
Judaism.  They  sent  letters  to  members 
of  Congress  as  the  House  subcommittee 
on  immigration  began  hearings  on  the 
bill,  introduced  into  both  houses  by  Rep 
John  Joseph  Moakley  (D-Mass.)  and 
Sen.  Dennis  DeConcini  (D-Ariz.). 

In  prepared  testimony  before  the  panel, 
two  Protestant  resettlement  agen¬ 
cies  warned  that  the  Reagan  administra¬ 
tion’s  refusal  to  grant  a  stay  of  deporta¬ 
tion  to  the  refugees  has  “increasingly 
politicized"  local  churches. 

Church  World  Service  and  Lutheran 
Immigration  and  Refugee  Service,  sup¬ 
ported  by  36  communions,  said  “over  100 
churches"  have  publicly  announced  they 
are  providing  “sanctuary”  for  undocu¬ 
mented  Salvadorans,  in  violation  of  U  S. 
immigration  laws. 

“This  alleged  pattern  of  wide-scale 
abuse  of  deportees  is  just  a  fiction  un¬ 
supported  by  evidence,”  Eliot  Abrams, 
assistant  secretary  of  state  for  human 
rights,  told  the  subcommittee. 


son  laid  his  hands  on  my  head  and  or¬ 
dained  me  successively  a  deacon  and 
then  an  elder."  He  concludes  that  this  or¬ 
dination,  while  “irregular,”  has  lasted  a 
lifetime! 

Bishop  Harmon’s  pastorates  in  the 
“Old  Baltimore”  Conference  were  high¬ 
lighted  by  his  marriage  to  his  wife  of  57 
years,  Rebecca  Lamar  Harmon;  his 
books  on  Methodist  ritual  and  ministerial 
ethics;  and  his  editorship  of  the  Balti¬ 
more  Conference  paper.  He  served  on 
both  the  1930  and  1960  Methodist  Hymnal 
revision  committees.  The  “behind  the 
scenes”  stories  of  these  times  are  in¬ 
triguing. 

For  16  years,  Bishop  Harmon  was  Book 
Editor  of  The  Methodist  Church.  Under 


Endings  and  Beginnings:  A  Young 
Family’s  Experience  with  Death  and  Re¬ 
newal,  by  Sandra  Hayward  Albertson, 
Ballantine  Books.  New  York,  1980,  174 
pp.  $2.50. 

By  EDWARD  D.  GARTEN 
There  have  been  few  books  which  I 
have  reviewed  in  the  last  decade  or  so 
which  have  touched  me  as  deeply  as 
“Endings  and  Beginnings."  I  cry  easily, 
but  I  was  not  prepared  to  cry  only  five 
pages  into  the  book. 

Sandra  Albertson  begins  not  with  the 
events  leading  up  to  her  husband  Mark’s 
rapid  death  by  cancer,  but  rather  with  a 
description  of  the  last  few  trying  days 
and  hours.  Chapter  one  is  so  personal  and 
laden  with  emotion  that  few  will  go  on  to 
chapter  two  without  taking  a  long  reflec¬ 
tive  pause.  One  cannot  help  but  draw 
close  to  the  pain,  loneliness,  yet  growth 
that  seeps  forth  from  this  beautifully 
written  and  poignant  book.  With  each 
page  we  begin  to  learn  with  more  and 
more  certainty  that  grief  is  not  a  straight 
accent  where  sorrow  can  be  checked  off 
a  list  of  tasks  completed. 

When  Sandra  and  Mark  Albertson 
learned  the  hard  truth  that  Mark,  a 
young  graduate  student,  had  cancer  and 
would  live  no  more  than  a  few  months 
they  decided  to  face  the  future  with  as 
much  openness  and  trust  as  possible.  To¬ 
gether  they  insist  on  the  truth  from 
Mark’s  doctors  and  plan  for  the  events  of 
the  last  few  months. 

This  is  a  remarkable  story  of  how 
friends  and  relatives,  children,  and  health 

Catholics  quash 
popular  studies 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Archbishop  Pe¬ 
ter  L.  Gerety  of  Newark  has  withdrawn 
his  imprimatur  from  a  best-selling  adult 
catechism  on  orders  from  the  Vatican’s 
Congregation  for  the  Doctrine  of  the 
Faith. 

Paulist  Press,  publisher  of  the  book, 
“Christ  Among  Us,"  announced  that  it 
was  “immediately  halting  circulation" 
of  the  text,  a  longtime  target  of  conserva¬ 
tive  Catholic  groups  which  say  it  contains 
numerous  doctrinal  errors  and  weakens 
church  teaching  on  sexual  morality. 

“Christ  Among  Us"  is  believed  to  be 
the  top  seller  among  the  adult  cate¬ 
chisms  published  in  English  since  Vati¬ 
can  II  to  explain  the  council’s  revisions  of 
Catholic  teachings.  It  has  sold  1.6  million 
copies  since  its  first  publication  in  1967; 
sales  in  1983  totaled  166,700. 

“Christ  Among  Us,"  while  written  for 
adult  inquiry  classes,  has  also  become 
popular  for  college  and  high  school  class¬ 
es  because  of  its  easy-to-read  presenta¬ 
tion  and  low  price.  The  current  490-page 
edition  costs  $4.95. 


his  editorship,  Abingdon  Press  published 
"The  Interpreter’s  Bible.”  Elected  to  the 
episcopacy  in  1956,  he  served  in  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction.  Since  his  re¬ 
tirement  in  1964,  he  has  been  the  distin¬ 
guished  visiting  professor  of  the  Candler 
School  of  Theology.  He  also  edited  the 
“Encyclopedia  of  World  Methodism." 

The  stuggles  and  decisions  he  faced  in 
these  days  of  great  accomplishments  are 
frankly  described.  Personal  glimpses  of 
his  family  and  the  ministry  they  shared 
together  are  touching. 

From  delegate  to  presiding  bishop, 
Nolan  Harmon  is  the  only  person  now  liv¬ 
ing  who  has  been  an  official  member  of 
every  consecutive  General  Conference 
for  the  last  50  years.  He  tells  of  two  unit- 


care  professionals  were  all  brought  into 
this  tragic  yet  hope-filled  experience. 

It  is  difficult  to  relate  the  power  of  this 
book  in  a  short  review.  Part  II  of  the 
work,  simply  entitled  “Sheaves,”  raises 
some  of  the  most  profound  issues  sur¬ 
rounding  death  and  dying.  The  words 
ring  with  truth  and  healing  yet  leave  us 
with  the  notion  that  the  work  of  grief  is 
long  and  sometimes  complex.  Included 
in  these  reflections  are  some  important 
observations  on  helping  young  children 
to  grieve.  As  Sandra  Albertson  notes,  to 
“deny  children  an  understanding  of 
death  as  a  part  of  the  life  cycle  may  dis¬ 
tort  their  appreciation  of  the  quality  of 
life  itself.” 

The  death  experience  for  the  Albert¬ 
sons  was  no  less  or  no  more  heroic  than 
for  others  who  face  the  same  experience. 
What  enriched  the  tragedy  of  a  young 
man’s  death  was  the  circle  of  friends  and 
relatives  around  him.  Few  can  read  the 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  There  is  little 
that  American  churches  can  do  to  help 
change  South  Africa,  a  white  professor  of 
religion  from  that  country  told  a  group  at 
Union  Theological  Seminary  here. 

Speaking  at  a  seminar  during  a  day¬ 
long  celebration_  recalling  theologian 
Dietrich  Bonhoeffer’s  contributions, 
John  de  Gruchy,  professor  of  religion  at 
the  University  of  Cape  Town,  noted  that 
U.S.  audiences  often  ask  him  how  Ameri¬ 
can  churches  can  help  fight  apartheid  in 
South  Africa. 

“The  naughty  answer  to  that  ques¬ 
tion,”  he  said,  “is  that  Americans  don’t 
like  feeling  impotent,  but  it’s  something 
you’ll  have  to  live  with.  The  responsibi¬ 
lity  for  change  is  ours.  Nobody  can  do  it 
for  us. 

“While  disinvestment  is  a  symbolic 
moral  action,  I’m  not  convinced  of  its  pos¬ 
itive  impact,"  Mr.  de  Gruchy  said.  The 
growing  self-sufficiency  of  South  Africa 
makes  economic  boycotts  ineffective. 
Moreover,  Western  nations  are  depen¬ 
dent  upon  South  Africa  for  some  of  its  ex¬ 
ports,  he  added. 

“If  you  think  revolution  is  around  the 
corner,  you  take  another  line."  He  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  approach  taken  by  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’  Program  to 
Combat  Racism  assumed  that  the  Afri¬ 
can  National  Council  (ANC)  was  going  to 
become  a  greater  force  and  overthrow 
the  present  regime.  “I  think  that’s  an  un¬ 
realistic  analysis  of  the  situation,  an  un¬ 
likely  scenario,"  said  Mr.  de  Gruchy. 
South  African  military  power  is  “second 
to  none  in  Africa." 

The  moral  approval  of  the  Western  na- 


ing  conferences,  as  well  as  sessions  deal¬ 
ing  with  difficult  issues  facing  the 
church,  such  as  war  and  civil  rights. 

“The  high  peak  of  my  career  profes¬ 
sionally  came  when  the  1964  General 
Conference  gave  me  a  spontaneous 
standing  ovation  after  I  had  presided 
over  a  long,  stormy  session,"  writes 
Bishop  Harmon. 

Besides  the  spiritual,  educational  and 
humorous  aspects  of  this  book,  readers 
will  also  gain  a  sense  of  gratitude  for  this 
inspirational  churchman  and  his  close- 
to-a-century  of  contributions  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

Ms.  Casad  is  a  free-lance  w riter  and 
frequent  reviewer  for  the  Reporter,  liv¬ 
ing  in  Gainesville,  Ga. 


letters  of  hope  and  encouragement  in  this 
book  without  sensing  the  overarching 
value  of  supporters  in  the  closing  days  of  a 
life.  One  senses  that  the  extended  family 
at  such  a  time  has  its  own  special  full¬ 
ness. 

Sandra  Albertson  embraced  loneliness 
and  it  became  solitude.  She  found  that 
solitude  could  indeed  become  a  time  and 
space  for  listening,  deepening  and  dis¬ 
covering.  In  “Endings  and  Beginnings" 
she  has  been  able  to  probe  her  own  experi¬ 
ence,  use  that  experience,  and  offer  ad¬ 
vice  to  others.  Many  should  read  this 
beautiful  book.  It  will  open  the  door  to 
greater  compassion  and  an  increased  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  gift  of  life. 

Dr.  Garten  is  director  of  libraries  at 
Tennessee  Tech  University,  a  frequent 
reviewer  for  the  Reporter,  and  a  clergy 
member  of  the  Minnesota  conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 


tions  is  important  to  the  South  African 
government,  he  said,  and  “while  they 
won’t  listen  to  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  maybe  they  will  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  ambassador."  It  is  important  for  na¬ 
tions  of  the  Western  world  “to  indicate 
what  they  cannot  approve,  and  to  put 
teeth  into  their  moral  disapproval.” 

The  South  African  educator  said  he  is 
convinced  that  South  Africa  is  ready  to 
withdraw  from  Namibia,  which  it  has 
continued  to  occupy  in  defiance  of  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Nations  resolution.  “South  Africa 
wants  out.  I  didn’t  believe  it  a  year  ago.  I 
do  now.  South  Africa  is  spending  billions 
on  maintaining  Namibia,  and  can’t  af¬ 
ford  it.  Lives  are  being  lost  in  the  conflict 
on  the  border  .  " 

“Violence  in  South  Africa  has  horrific 
implications,"  he  said,  and  not  all  blacks 
are  willing  to  espouse  violence  to  change 
the  situation.  “If  there  were  an  escalation 
of  violence  in  South  Africa,  it  would  not 
be  contained.  It  would  be  a  major  con¬ 
flagration,  more  than  a  Lebanon  situa¬ 
tion.  It  would  flow  into  the  neighboring 
countries  —  Lesotho,  Swaziland,  Mozam¬ 
bique,  Namibia.  Angola  —  and  destroy 
their  economic  base.  " 

The  new  South  African  constitution, 
which  will  give  Asian  and  racially  mixed 
residents  a  limited  role  in  government, 
“has  injected  a  new  dynamism  into  the 
situation  by  creating  new  expectations. “ 
Mr.  de  Gruchy  said.  “It  is  an  admission 
that  whites  cannot  govern  alone,  an  ad¬ 
mission  of  failure."  It  could  be  a  prelude, 
he  said,  to  further  changes  “to  co-opt 
blacks  into  the  system . '  ’ 


Young  widow  discovers  renewal 
through  grief  in  mate's  passing 


U.S.  churches  told 
South  Africa  ‘beyond’ 
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Minister  is  women’s  advocate 


BROOKLYN  —  The  Rev.  Elinor  Hare,  a  United  Methodist  minister, 
enters  the  Brooklyn  Supreme  Court.  She  is  a  women’s  advocate  —  the  only 
woman  minister  representing  other  women  in  New  York’s  criminal  justice 
system  —  offering  consultation,  prayer  and  moral  support  to  females 
awaiting  trial.  The  advocate  program  is  supported  by  the  UMC's  Human 
Relations  Day  offering.  religious  newsservice  photo 


20th  Century  ‘crisis’ 
found  in  fatherhood 


PROVIDENCE,  R.I.  (RNS)  -  Paul 
Mancini,  a  carpenter,  faced  a  crisis 
familiar  to  many  American  fathers  —  he 
was  overworked,  often  exhausted,  losing 
his  patience  with  his  children  and  others, 
and  losing  irreplaceable  moments  with 
his  kids. 

He  called  a  family  conference.  He 
asked  his  three  children  what  he  should 
do.  He  could  earn  as  much  as  $1,000  a 
week,  he  told  them,  but  that  would  mean 
less  time  with  them.  He  could  spend  more 
time  with  them  and  perhaps  give  more 
time  helping  other  people  if  he  worked 
less.  But  it  might  mean  cutting  their  in¬ 
come  to  $600  a  week. 

Paul,  15;  Todd,  11;  and  Tara,  7,  were  in 
unison  in  their  response.  Work  less,  they 
told  him ;  they  could  live  on  less. 

Fathers  undergo  crisis 

For  many  American  men,  fatherhood 
is  the  most  rewarding  vocation  they 
could  have.  Traditionally,  the  father  has 
been  seen  as  the  provider  and  the  pro¬ 
tector  of  the  family.  In  earlier  times,  he 
was  seen,  too,  as  the  family’s  spiritual 
guardian,  guiding  his  wife  and  family 
along  their  moral  and  religious  paths. 

And  yet,  fatherhood  in  the  20th  century 
has  been  undergoing  a  crisis.  Many 
American  men  feel  especially  torn  be¬ 
tween  their  responsibilities  at  home  and 
in  the  workplace.  While  men  say  the 
family  is  their  primary  source  of  satis¬ 
faction,  it’s  in  their  outside  occupations 
where  they  invest  most  of  their  time. 

A  disquieting  report  several  years  ago 
showed  that  the  average  time  fathers 
spent  alone  with  their  sons  in  an  entire 
week  was  7.5  minutes.  Priest-sociologist 
Andrew  Greeley  has  found  links  between 
people’s  relationships  with  God  and  the 
religious  imaginations  they  acquired  in 
childhood.  People  who  had  warm  child¬ 
hoods,  he  found,  also  tended  to  see  God  as 
warm  and  loving  and,  through  that  ima 
gery.  tended  to  have  a  higher  degree  of 
marital  happiness. 

Some  educators  say  it  follows  that  the 
father’s  role  becomes  crucial,  since  a 
child’s  feelings  toward  God  are  influ¬ 
enced  by  the  “image”  of  God  the  child 
sees  in  the  parents. 

Problems  confronting  fatherhood 
would  appear  very  significant  for  the 
church  of  the  future,  but  most  people 
have  yet  to  appreciate  the  import,  say 
Steve  Burke  and  Fred  Arsenault  of  the 
Providence  Catholic  Diocese’s  social 
services  department,  who  led  a  recent 
workshop  on  Christian  fathering. 

Although  1,400  people  attended  the  dio¬ 
cese's  annual  Religious  Education  Work- 

Bill  seen  as  threat 
to  ‘right  to  eat’ 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  —  Archbishop 
John  O'Connor  of  New  York  has  criticiz¬ 
ed  proposed  changes  in  the  federal  food 
stamp  program  as  a  threat  to  "the  right 
to  eat  for  many  low-income  people.  " 

The  newly-installed  Catholic  prelate 
submitted  written  testimony  to  the  Sen¬ 
ate  Agriculture  Committee  on  legislation 
sponsored  by  Sen.  Jesse  Helms  (R-N.C.) 
to  administer  food  stamps  through 
"block  grants"  to  states.  The  bill  is  an 
amendment  to  the  Food  Stamps  Act. 


shop,  less  than  a  dozen  people  attended 
the  section  on  fathering.  Blame  it  on  the 
culture  of  the  times,  Mr  Burke  says. 
“We’ve  become  woman  oriented.  I’ll  bet 
if  the  workshop  were  on  Christian  moth¬ 
ering,  the  workshop  would  have  been 
packed." 

Blessings  mix  with  problems 

Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Arensault  say  the 
social  movements  of  the  last  couple  of  de¬ 
cades  have  produced  blessings  as  well  as 
problems.  While  the  drive  for  equality  of 
the  sexes  has  created  tensions  in  some 
families  and  has  even  shaken  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  some  fathers,  it  has  also  opened 
doors  for  many  men  by  offering  them 
new  ways  of  relating  to  their  wives  and 
children 

However,  surveys  indicate  that  most 
men  still  experience  problems,  Mr.  Arse¬ 
nault  said.  They  are  tired  and  have  be¬ 
come  so  numbed  by  the  demands  on 
them  that  they  no  longer  know  how  to  be 
intimate. 

Churches  need  to  help  fathers  regain 
their  intimacy,  Mr.  Arsenault  said,  and 
to  help  them  develop  the  tender,  nurtur¬ 
ing  aspects  of  their  personalities. 
Fathers  need  to  know  that  Jesus,  him¬ 
self,  thought  of  his  father  as  “Abba"  or 
“Daddy"  —  a  term  that  implies  trust,  con¬ 
fidence,  warmth  and  nurturing. 

To  reinstate  a  sense  of  the  father's 
role,  there  may  have  to  be  a  “revolution 
in  thinking"  in  both  how  the  family  oper¬ 
ates  and  how  parishes  respond  to  the 
father’s  role  in  religious  education,  Mr. 
Arsenault  said.  One  family  problem  is 
that  “mommy"  has  too  many  roles  and 
“daddy"  has  too  few,  he  said. 

A  new  shift  in  the  parents’  role  involves 
the  whole  family.  The  carpenter,  Paul 
Mancini.  has  cut  down  his  hours  of  work, 
and  spends  more  time  with  his  family 
and  in  helping  other  families.  Many  men 
he  knows,  Mr.  Mancini  says,  are  forced  to 
work  more  than  they  would  like  because 
their  wives  and  children  make  so  many 
material  demands  on  them. 

Political  action 
guides  offered 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  —  The  nation's 
Catholic  bishops  have  issued  a  major 
statement  on  political  action  urging 
Catholics  to  consider  “the  full  range  of  is¬ 
sues"  when  deciding  on  which  candidate 
to  vote  for. 

The  statement,  entitled.  “Political  Re¬ 
sponsibility:  Choices  for  the  1980s,"  was 
issued  by  the  Administrative  Board  of 
the  United  States  Catholic  Conference. 
The  board  consists  of  48  bishops  from 
around  the  country. 

In  the  statement,  the  bishops  reaffirm 
the  importance  of  the  church's  participa¬ 
tion  in  public-policy  issues.  And.  they  call 
on  all  citizens  to  ensure  that  the  elections 
become  “the  vital  and  popular  forum 
they  can  and  must  be  if  our  nation  is  to 
address  democratically  the  crucial 
issues  that  face  us  in  the  years  ahead." 

The  document  is  an  updated  version  of 
“political  responsibility"  statements 
issued  by  the  Board  in  1976  and  1979. 
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Caney 

Senior  High  Camp 

June  11-15 

Larry  Miller  &  Michi  Head, 

Directors 

P.O.  Box  88 

Tallulah,  LA  71282 

Junior  High  I  Camp 

June  18-22 

Jerry  Hilbun  &  Van 

Dickens,  Directors 

Head  of  Texas  St. 

Shreveport,  LA  71101 

Elementary  I  Camp 

June  25-29 

Betsy  Malone  &  Dal 

Sanders,  Directors 

1204  Crabapple 

Shreveport,  LA  71118 

Junior  High  II  Camp 

July  9-13 

Larry  Norman  and  David 

Fortuna,  Directors 

2727  Jackson  St. 

Alexandria,  LA  71301 

Elementary  II  Camp 

July  16-20 

Terral  Lowe,  Steve 

Bearden  &  Jay  Waalke, 

Directors 

P.O.  Box  357 

Homer,  LA  71040 

Junior  High  lllCamp 

July  23-27 

Dick  Scott-Welch  & 

Rickey  Willis,  Directors 

711  Carter  St. 

Delhi,  LA  71232 

Elementary  III  Camp 

July  30-Aug.  3 

John  &  Dixie  Oldham, 

Directors 

P.O.  Box  189 

Bernice,  LA  71222 

Parsonette  Retreat 

Istrouma 

April  27-28 

Alice  Stovall 

Senior  High  Camp 

June  18-22 

9320  W.  Van  Place 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815 

Rev.  Eddie  E.  Morgan, 

Elementary  I  Camp 

June  25-29 

Director 

226  Fort  Jackson 

Belle  Chasse,  LA  70037 

Rev.  Wayne  Evans, 

Junior  High  I  Camp 

July  2-6 

Director 

710  Jefferson  Blvd. 

Lafayette,  LA  70501 

Rev.  Tom  Howe,  Director 

Elementary  II  Camp 

July  9-13 

360  Robert  Rd. 

Slidell,  LA  70458 

Rev.  John  Coker,  Director 

Elementary  III  Camp 

July  23-27 

11828  Plank  Rd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70811 

Rev.  Larry  Stafford, 

Junior  High  II  Camp 

July  30-Aug.  3 

Director 

202  Cedar  St. 

Bogalusa,  LA  70427 

Rev.  Burton  Blair, 

Elementary  IV  Camp 

r*’.‘  r 

August  13-17 

Director 

P.O.  Box  138 

Watson,  LA  70786 

Rev.  Stephen  Carter, 

Family  Camp 

Aug.  31-Sept.  3 

Director 

120  Hialeah 

Houma,  LA  70363 

Mr.  George  Buxton 

433  Erlanger  Ave. 

Slidell,  LA  70458 

Brewer 

Elementary  I  Camp 

June  25-29 

James  Lowe,  Director 

Box  385 

Pollock,  LA  71467 

Junior  High  Camp 

July  9-13 

James  Jones,  Director 

204  Chester  St. 

Alexandria,  LA  71301 

Elementary  II  Camp 

July  30-Aug.  3 

John  M.  Lee,  Director 

6130  Pine  Ridge 

Alexandria,  LA  71301 

CAMPING  ’84 

The  Louisiana  Conference 
The  United  Methodist  Church 


Lake  Charles 

Elementary  I  Camp 

June  25-29 

Richard  Poss,  Director 

11  Center  Circle 

Sulphur,  LA  70663 

Senior  High  Christian 

July  1-7 

Lorris  Wimberly,  Director 

Community  Experience 
(Conference-wide) 

P.O.  Box  64572 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70896 

Senior  High  Camp 

July  13-15 

Ted  Standley,  Director 

706  McKinnley 

Westlake,  LA  70669 

Junior  High  Camp 

July  23-27 

Cathy  Turner,  Director 

Box  712 

Jennings,  LA  70546 

First  Timer’s  Camp 

July  30-Aug.  1 

Marsha  Alexander, 

Director 

3501  Patrick 

Lake  Charles,  LA  70605 

Elementary  II  Camp 

Aug.  13-17 

Doug  Foreman,  Director 

308  N.  Parkerson 

Rayne,  LA  70578 
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Centenary  Central  America:  Region  in  Transition 


Announces 

Scholarship 

Centenary  College  announced 
Thursday,  May  3,  that  a  new  scholarship 
fund  has  been  established.  The  endowed 
fund  given  by  the  J.  C.  Love  family,  will 
be  used  to  award  four  full-tuition  scholar¬ 
ships  at  Centenary  to  outstanding  United 
Methodist  ministers’  dependents.  In 
addition,  the  family  has  established  the 
J.  C.  Love  Grants,  which  will  also  be 
awarded  to  dependents  of  United 
Methodist  ministers  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

The  scholarships  memorialize  Mr.  J. 
C.  Love,  an  active  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
person  and  Centenary  trustee,  who  died 
June  22, 1981. 


‘Bicentennial  Update 


Central  Louisiana  area  churches 
celebrated  Heritage  Sunday,  April  29th 
with  the  Alexandria  District 
Bicentennial  celebration  and  in  local 
congregations.  Dr.  Tracy  Arnold 
preached  at  both  morning  services  at 
First  UMC,  Alexandria.  First  UMC, 
Pineville,  observed  a  "Special  Emphasis 
Heritage  Worship  Service,"  including 
Wesleyan  hymns,  a  related  Creed  and 
Responsive  Reading.  The  sermon  on 
Methodist  heritage  was  preached  by  Dr. 
Hugh  Baker.  Dr.  John  Lee  preached  the 
morning  service  at  Horseshoe  Drive 
UMC,  which  also  hosted  the  afternoon 
District  Celebration.  Rev.  Alonzo 
Campbell,  pastor  of  Newman  UMC  and 
St.  Mark  UMC  reminded  his 
congregations  of  the  great  events  of 
Methodist  history  in  his  Sunday  sermons. 

Rev.  James  Jones  of  Palestine  UMC 
used  “John  Wesley’s  Sunday  Service  for 
Methodists  in  America."  Rev.  Charles 
Floyd  preached  a  John  Wesley  sermon  at 
MacArthur  Drive  UMC.  Rev.  Charles 
Washington  preached  at  Wilton  UMC, 
and  Mrs.  Myra  Jeneva  gave  a  brief 
history  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  the 
U.S.  Rev.  Jenny  Jones  preached  at  First 
UMC,  Boyce,  Lahey  Chapel  and  Sieper 
UMC.  Rev.  John  Tellifero  preached  at 
Ball,  Clear  Creek  and  Spring  Hill  UMC. 
Trinity  UMC  sang  Wesleyan  hymns 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Sandy  Floyd. 
Rev.  Charles  Floyd  preached  a  John 


65  persons  attended  the  Conference  on 
Central  America,  held  recently  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 
Keynote  speaker  was  Mr.  Phil  Wheaton, 
former  Episcopal  missionary  to  the 
Dominican  Republic  who  has  travelled 
widely  in  the  Caribbean  and  Central 
America. 

Other  Conference  leaders  were  Sister 
Gay  Redman,  a  sister  of  St.  Joseph  and 
former  missionary  to  several  Central 
American  countries;  Dr.  Stanley  Hilton, 
professor  of  Latin  American  History  at 
LSU;  and  Ivan  Escovar,  an  agricultural 
engineer  from  El  Salvador  and  member 
of  the  original  human  rights  commission 
there. 

Mr.  Wheaton  spoke  to  the  need  to  see 
people  in  the  midst  of  inter-American 
politics  and  armaments.  He  related  a 
different  side  of  the  story  from  Dr.  Hilton 
in  part,  although  the  seriousness  of  the 
situation  in  Central  America  was 
emphasized  by  both  speakers.  Sister  Gay 
Redman  related  the  suffering  and 
poverty,  as  well  as  need  for  civil  rights  in 
the  Central  American  countries. 

Rev.  Tim  Lawson  closed  the  event  with 
a  reading  and  interpretation  of  the  Book 
of  Habakkuk. 

Sponsored  by  the  Conference  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  the  event  was 
directed  by  Rev.  Willis  Dear,  chair  of  the 
Peace  Task  Force,  who  noted  that  the 
varying  viewpoints  on  Central  America 
lent  credibility  to  the  event.  Three  Vi* 
VHS  video  tapes  are  available  in  the  Re¬ 
source  Center  from  the  Conference.  Tape 
I  is  Dr.  Wheaton’s  presentation;  Tape  II 
is  the  panel  —  Dr.  Hilton,  Sister  Redman 
and  Dr.  Wheaton,  and  Tape  III  is  Sister 
Gay  Redman’s  address. 


Wesley  sermon,  and  copies  of  “Our 
Methodist  Family  Album”  prepared  by 
Elouise  Waggaman,  were  given  out  as 
reminders  of  Methodist  history.  Dr. 
William  F.  Mayo  is  the  Alexandria 
District  Superintendent. 

Ethma  Odum  of  KALB-TV, 
Alexandria,  gave  Bicentennial  coverage 
on  her  program  the  week  of  April  23-27. 
Those  interviewed  on  Methodist  heritage 
were  ministers  Dr.  Tracy  Arnold,  Dr. 
John  Lee,  Rev.  Larry  Norman  and  Rev. 
James  Jones.  Ms.  Waggaman,  historian 
at  Trinity  UMC,  dressed  as  Susanna 
Wesley,  talked  about  the  life  of  ‘‘The 
Mother  of  Methodism.” 

From  Bicentennial  Calendar  of  American 
Methodism.  Copyright  1983  Abingdon  Press. 


Governor  s  Proclamation 
First  Read  At  Slidell  First  UM 


On  Sunday,  March  11,  four  churches 
with  Wesleyan  roots  came  together  at  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Slidell. 
Involved  were  the  Slidell  First, 
Aldersgate  and  Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  United 
Methodist  Churches  and  the  Mt.  Olive 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Each  of  the  churches’  Chancel  Choirs 
provided  special  music,  and  the 
sanctuary  was  filled  for  the  occasion. 

A  highlight  of  the  service  was  the 
presentation  of  Gov.  David  C.  Treen’s 
Proclamation  concerning  the  Methodist 
Becentennial.  Gov.  Treen  wrote  the 
proclamation  on  March  7,  at  the  request 
of  the  Bicentennial  Task  Group  of  the 
New  Orleans/  Slidell  District.  Dr.  Stone 
Caraway  gave  the  Bicentennial  sermon. 


Participants  in  the  "Wesleyan  Roots” 
service  at  Slidell,  March  11,  were  host 
pastor  Sale  Lilly,  on  the  left,  and  Dr. 
Stone  Caraway  with  the  Governor's 
proclamation  in  hand. 


Persons,  Churches  8c  Events 

‘‘Dayspring,”  a  unique  experience  of  April  29  was  Homecoming  Day  as  welll 


Christian  renewal,  began  Sunday,  April 
.29  at  the  Amite  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Rev.  Wesley  Putnam,  guest 
evangelist,  blended  preaching,  music 
and  drama  together  for  this  event.  The 
services  continued  through  Wednesday, 
May  2,  Rev.  Robert  L.  Burgess  is  the 
pastor.  The  church’s  homecoming  is 
scheduled  for  June  10. 


as  Heritage  Sunday  at  the  Vivian  United 
Methodist  Church.  Rev.  Stone  Caraway, 
New  Orleans-Slidell  District  Sup¬ 
erintendent  and  a  former  pastor,  was  the 
guest  speaker.  The  celebration  included 
a  festival  of  Wesleyan  hymns  and  an 
evening  service  centered  on  the  history 
of  the  Vivian  Church.  Rev.  William 
Nolan  is  the  pastor. 


Lawson 


Conference  Calendar 

May 

1  Lectionary  Telecast  at  Noon  —  Int.  S.  S.  Lesson,  7:30  p.m. 
1-11  General  Conference,  Baltimore,  Maryland 

3  Legislative  Liaison  Meeting,  10  a.m.,  Conference  Bldg. 

4  CWU  May  Fellowship  Day 

6  Golden  Cross  Sunday  ;  C  0  C  U  Sunday 
8  Lectionary  Telecast  at  Noon  —  Int.  S.  S.  Lesson,  7:30  p.m. 

15  Lectionary  Telecast  at  Noon  —  Int.  S.  S.  Lesson,  7:30  p.m. 

15-16  Conference  Nominating  Committee,  Hdqtrs.  Bldg.,  10  a.m. 
15-24  Peace  Week 

20  Peace  Sunday  Observance  sponsored  by  LIC 
21-27  Youth  Service  Fund  "Trash-A-Thon”  Week 
22  Lectionary  Telecast  at  Noon  —  La.  UM  Magazine,  12:30 
Int.  S.  S.  Lesson,  7:30;  La.  UM  Magazine,  8:00p.m. 

27  Youth  Fund  Sunday 
27  Centenary  Graduation 

29  Lectionary  Telecast  at  Noon  —  Int.  S.  S.  Lesson,  7:30  p.m. 


June 

3  SS  Conference  Task  Force,  Centenary  Smith  Bldg. ,  Room  104, 4  p.m. 

4-6  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  Shreveport 
5  Final  Lectionary  Telecast  at  Noon  —  Int.  S.  S.  Lesson,  7:30  p.m. 

10  Pentecost  Sunday 

11-15  UMW  —  West  Gulf  Regional  School  of  Christian  Missions 
11-15  Senior  High,  Caney  Conference  Centre 
12  Int.  S.  S.  Lesson,  7:30p.m. 

12  La.  UM  Magazine,  8p.m. 

12  Preachers’ "Moving  Day" 

17  Father’s  Day 

18-21  Bishops’  Week  —  Mt.  Sequoyah 

18-22  Sr.  High  Camp,  Baton  Rouge-New  Orleans  Districts,  Camp  Istrouma 

18-22  Jr.  High  I,  Caney  Conf.  Centre 

19  La.  UM  Magazine,  12:30  —  Int.  S  S.  Lesson,  7:30  p.m. 

23- 24  UMM  Annual  Retreat,  Centenary 
25-29  Elementary  I,  Lake  Charles  Camp 

25-29  Elementary  Camp,  Baton  Rouge-New  Orleans  Districts,  Camp  Istrouma 
2&  elementary  I,  Caney  Conference  Centre 
26  International  S.  S.  Lesson,  7:30 

24- 27  UMW  School  of  Christian  Mission  I 
27-29  UMW  School  of  Christian  Mission  II 


Dr.  Rob  Dahmes  and  Beverly  Howze 
will  lead  the  next  luncheon  workshop  for 
the  Westbank  Center  for  Psychotherapy 
and  Jo  Ellen  Smith  Psychiatric  Hospital, 
New  Orleans,  on  "Children  of  Divorce.” 
The  event  will  be  held  at  the  Aurora 
Country  Club,  5244  General  Meyer 
Avenue  in  Algiers  on  May  16  at  11:30  a.m. 
*  *  * 


Dr.  Harold  Saunders,  Resident  Fellow 
of  the  American  Enterprise  Institute  for 
Public  Policy  Research,  Washington,  D. 
C.,  was  Centenary  College’s  Woodrow 
Wilson  Visiting  Fellow  for  this  year.  He 
was  on  campus  April  29-May  4,  visiting 
classes  and  meeting  students  and 
faculty. 


Death 

Rev.  Frank  Stage,  65,  retired  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  died  April 
22.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Janelle, 
who  resides  in  Bossier  City. 


‘Births 

Kenita  Marcia  August,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Terrence  S.  and  Cynthia  August, 
was  born  April  2.  Rev.  August  is  the 
pastor  of  Winan-Hayes  Chapel  Charge  in 
Franklinton. 


GCFA  Staff  Explains  Revised  Local 
Church  Insurance  Program 

Staff  members  Ruth  Ann  Baumeisler,  left  center,  and  John  Norwood,  right  center, 
recently  spent  an  afternoon  at  the  Area  Office  with  conference  leaders  discussing  the 
revised  Local  Church  Insurance  Program.  Representing  the  Louisiana  Conference 
were,  left  to  right:  Rev.  Moses  Jackson,  Mr.  Leslie  McKenzie.  Dr.  Kenneth  Reed  and 
Dr.  Jimmie  Caraway. 

According  to  Ms.  Baumeisler.  the  new  format,  which  went  into  effect  January  1,  is 
expected  to  reduce  the  cost  of  insurance  coverage  for  participating  local  churches, 
through  higher  dividends.  Since  its  inception  in  1973,  more  than  6,300  local  churches 
have  signed  up  for  coverage.  More  than  $2.5  billion  in  property  now  is  protected 
through  the  plan. 

According  to  Dr.  Jimmie  Caraway,  more  than  50%  of  the  churches  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  are  in  the  program.  Further  information  can  be  obtained  from  Dr. 
Caraway  at  the  Area  Office. 


International  Lesson  Series 


Be  Faithful  Through  Works 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

James  2: 1-7, 14-24 

We  could  call  this  lesson  "Practice 
What  We  Preach!"  At  least  that’s  what 
James  is  writing  about  in  this  second 
chapter  of  his  letter.  He  is  responding  to 
the  early  church’s  tendency  of  drifting 
away  from  the  new  faith,  Christianity, 
and  back  to  various  forms  of  Judaism. 
He  is  advising  his  readers  to  exercise 
God-given  wisdom  and  to  live  their  faith 
rather  than  just  verbally  proclaiming  it. 

In  the  first  seven  verses  of  our 
scripture  lesson,  we  read  of  the  sin  of 
discrimination,  particularly  class- 
discrimination  wherein  the  rich  are 
favored  and  honored  even  though  the 
oppressors  of  the  world  are  all  rich. 
James  reminds  his  readers  that  God 
chose  the  poor  of  the  world  "to  be  rich  in 
faith  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom  which  he 
has  promised  to  those  who  love  him  ..." 
"But  you  have  dishonored  the  poor  man. 
Is  it  not  the  rich  who  oppress  you?”  In 
other  words,  James’s  readers  have  been 
prone  to  equate  success  with  riches  and 
to  give  honor  and  respect  only  to  those 
who  had  wealth.  Is  it  much  different 
today? 

In  the  second  section  of  scripture,  we 
find  James  discussing  the  faith/works 
relationship.  "What  does  it  profit ...  if  a 
man  says  he  has  faith  but  not  works  .  .  .” 
‘‘Faith  by  itself,  if  it  has  no  works,  is 
dead.”  In  those  days,  as  in  these,  it 
seems  that  many  tried  to  separate  faith 
from  works,  saying,  "you  have  faith  and 
I  have  works”  but  James  cannot  see 
them  separated.  He  writes  of  a  faith 
which  can  only  be  complete  when 
manifested  in  some  form  of  action. 

The  country  preacher  expressed  it  this 
way,  as  his  little  congregation  gathered 
during  a  bad  drought  to  pray  for  rain.  He 
asked.  "Where  are  your  umbrellas?” 
Having  faith  must  express  itself  in  action 


—  in  works. 

James  refers  to  the  experience  of 
Abraham  and  Isaac  in  Genesis  22:1-19. 
"Was  not  Abraham  .  .  .  justified  by 
works,  when  he  offered  .  .  Isaac  upon 
the  altar?”  Abraham  had  faith  but  it  was 
complete  only  when  he  was  willing  to  act 
on  it. 

Two  brief  applications  of  these  two 
seemingly  diverse  sections  of  scripture 
(seemingly  diverse,  yet  harmonized  in 
James’s  overall  theme)  can  be  made  for 
our  times  and  our  churches. 

First,  we  are  told  to  beware  of 
discrimination,  whether  it  be  on  the  basis 
of  affluence,  appearance,  social  status, 
color,  race  .  .  .  When  the  poor  indigent 
enters  the  sanctuary  to  pray  or  to  attend 
a  service,  do  we  subconsciously  wish  he 
hadn’t  sat  so  close  to  us?  Or,  do  we  reach 
out  in  Christian  love  not  only  to  accept 
him  as  he  is  but  to  try  to  help  him 
according  to  his  needs?  What  kind  of 
discrimination  do  you  have  to  fight  in 
your  community,  your  social  club  or  your 
church?  Are  you  fighting  it? 

Then,  the  faith/works  relationship.  It’s 
so  easy  to  think  about  world  and 
community  problems  and  say,  "Why 
doesn’t  somebody  do  something  about 
it?"  (In  recent  years,  we  of  thp  church 
have  turned  to  the  government  for  relief  - 
type  works  and  wonder  why  we  are  so  far 
removed  from  the  "reality"  of  poverty 
and  need. )  We  have  conferences  on  world 
hunger  but  make  sure  the  delegates  are 
overly  fed  and  lavishly  housed.  How  can 
we  be  so  callous  as  to  merely  pray  for 
those  in  need  without  doing  our  best  to  do 
something  for  them?  How  can  we 
professionals  of  the  church  tell  persons 
who  are  hungry,  out  of  work,  emotionally 
disturbed  or  desperately  lonely  simply 
“I’ll  pray  for  you”  and  not  at  least  try  to 
give  them  food,  employment 
opportunity,  a  sensitive  hearing  and  a 
comforting,  warm  heart?  How  dare  we 
try  to  practice  faith  without  works. 

You  and  I  preach  a  good  faith.  Let’s 
practice  it! 


Satellite  Schedule  For  May 

Programs  of  the  Conference's  television  ministry  will  all  be  beamed 
up  on  Telstar  301  and  received  on  Channel  23  in  May. 

This  includes :  The  Sunday  School  Lesson  each  Tuesday  night  at  7 : 30 
p.m.  and  The  Lectionary  Series  each  Tuesday  at  12:00  noon. 

Please  note  that  for  May  only  The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Magazine  will  be  seen  at  12:30  p.m.  on  May  22,  following  the 
Lectionary,  and  at  8:00  p.m.  on  May  22,  following  the  Sunday  School 
Lesson.  This  later  broadcast  date  allows  for  a  General  Conference 
report  by  Bishop  Galloway  and  Dr.  Jimmie  Caraway.  Dr.  Harvey 
Williamson  will  report  on  the  coming  Annual  Conference  session,  and 
the  First  UM  Shreveport  Youth  Retreat  will  be  featured.  Special 
music  will  be  presented  by  the  Broadmoor  UM  Choir  of  Shreveport. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 


Paul  V.  Galloway,  Bishop  Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 

Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Linda  Heard, 

Council  Director  Editorial  Assistant 


*  *.  * 

P.O.  Drawer  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  La  70821 
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is  the  church  going? 
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Editorial 

General  Conference  in  perspective 


By  the  time  this  is  read,  delegates  to 
the  1984  United  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  well  into  their  work,  and 
scattered  reports  of  that  work  will  be  ap¬ 
pearing  in  the  public  press. 

Denominational  officials  say  that 
members  of  our  church  have  been  pre¬ 
pared  more  adequately  for  this  General 
Conference  than  for  any  other.  We  agree. 
Experience  has  shown,  however,  that  it 
is  virtually  impossible  to  prepare  the 
church's  members  for  all  that  will  be  re¬ 
ported  about  a  meeting  hundreds  of 
miles  away. 

The  best  tool  for  absorbing  with  under¬ 
standing  all  that  one  will  hear  or  read 
about  General  Conference  is  a  sound 
sense  of  perspective.  Such  perspective 
will  include  recognition  of  at  least  three 
facts. 

1.  We  can  trust  the  Christian  integrity 
of  our  elected  delegates.  The  1000  dele¬ 
gates  to  General  Conference  were  not 
handpicked  by  some  national  “hierar¬ 
chy"  nor  were  they  chosen  at  random. 
They  werq,  individually  elected  by  per¬ 
sons  in  their  own  annual  conferences.  Us¬ 
ually  one  has  to  be  a  locally  recognized 
Christian  leader  to  be  elected.  Once 
elected,  being  a  delegate  is  largely  a 
thankless  task.  Hundreds  of  pages  of  ad¬ 
vance  material  must  be  read.  During 
General  Conference,  a  delegate  works 
from  10-16  hours  a  day  for  two  weeks,  and 
is  called  upon  to  make  literally  hundreds 
of  decisions.  Delegates  may  err  in  a 
given  decision,  but  we  can  trust  their 
Christian  dedication  and  their  desire  to 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  600  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  Victory  Memorial  UMC  in 
Guymon.  Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Annual 
Conference),  700  member-families  of  the 
First  UMC  in  Hobbs.  New  Mexico  (New 
Mexico  Annual  Conference)  and  1050 
member-families  of  First  UMC  in  River¬ 
side,  California  (Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Guymon,  Hobbs 
and  Riverside  we  say  “Welcome."  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  new  church  paper 
interesting  and  informative,  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as  “Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.”  .  .  . 


represent  their  church  to  the  best  of  their 
abilities. 

2.  We  should  not  become  overly  upset 
by  news  reports  concerning  a  particular 
General  Conference  action  with  which 
we  disagree.  By  virtue  of  the  way  the 
public  news  media  judge  "news  value." 
pronouncements  dealing  with  controver¬ 
sial  public  issues  are  likely  to  be  the  only 
General  Conference  actions  reported  in 
the  public  press.  It  would  be  a  mistake  to 
conclude  from  such  reports  that  this  is 
the  primary  activity  going  on  in  Balti¬ 
more. 

The  primary  responsibility  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  when  it  meets  every'  four 
years  is  legislative,  that  is,  enacting  ba¬ 
sic  policy  and  setting  basic  directions  for 
the  church's  work  during  the  next  four 
years.  Actions  and  hours  of  debate  re¬ 
lating  to  this  responsibility  will  be  re¬ 
ported  scarcely,  if  at  all,  in  the  public 
media. 

An  important  secondary  responsibility 
of  the  General  Conference  involves  mak¬ 
ing  statements  on  moral  issues  of  public 
concern.  But  we  should  not  form  our 
opinion  of  the  overall  faithfulness  of  the 
General  Conference  on  reports  about  one 
or  two  of  these  secondary  actions.  The 
overall  opinion  we  form  should  be  based 
on  knowledge  of  the  overall  work  of  the 
General  Conference,  bearing  in  mind 
what  is  primary  and  what  is  secondary  in 
that  work.  Comprehensive  reports  will 
necessarily  come  from  the  church  press, 
and  later  from  persons  who  witnessed 
the  General  Conference's  work  first¬ 
hand. 

3.  The  General  Conference  is  not,  and 
makes  no  claim  to  be,  infallible.  Each 
action  taken  represents  the  combined 
best  judgment  of  a  majority  of  the  1000 
elected  delegates  on  a  given  issue.  Each 
action  of  the  General  Conference  is  de¬ 
signed  to  be  in  harmony  with  our 
church’s  four  theological  norms:  Scrip¬ 
ture,  tradition,  reason  and  experience. 
But  the  persons  voting  are  human.  As  a 
corporate  body,  General  Conference 
delegates  are  not  immune  to  error;  their 
actions  are  not  immune  to  critical  scruti¬ 
ny.  No  member  of  the  church  is  obligated 
to  agree  with  every  action  taken. 

At  best,  the  General  Conference  is  an 
unwieldly  instrument  for  transacting  our 
church's  business.  But  over  the  decades, 
our  General  Conference  system  of  gover¬ 
nance  has  worked  well.  Its  weakness  —  a 
makeup  of  mostly  inexperienced  dele¬ 
gates  elected  from  the  church’s  grass¬ 
roots  —  is  also  its  greatest  strength.  We 
will  inevitably  disagree  with  some  of  the 
specific  actions  taken.  If  we  study  the  to¬ 
tal  work  of  the  General  Conference,  how¬ 
ever,  we  believe  most  of  what  it  does  will 
meet  with  the  approval  of  most  United 
Methodists.  And  more  important,  we 
may  hope  that  most  of  its  work  will  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the  One  Who  ulti¬ 
mately  we  all  seek  to  serve. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


A  prayer  for  guidance 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  following 
hymn-poem  was  submitted  by  a  retired 
United  Methodist  minister  in  Southern 
California,  Samuel  E.  Carruth.  As  we 
considered  material  for  publication  in 
the  midst  of  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  we  were  struck  by  the  timeliness 
of  its  message  for  all  United  Method¬ 
ists.  and  particularly  for  their  1,000 
representatives  who  are  gathered  in 
Baltimore  to  chart  our  church's  future 
course.  Mr.  Carruth  informs  us  that  the 
poem  was  written  and  first  published 
more  than  40  years  ago,  and  suggests 
that  it  be  sung  to  the  tune  of  “Boylston" 
("A  Charge  to  Keep  I  Have"). 

By  SAMUEL  E.  CARRUTH 
With  yielded  hearts,  O  God, 

We  seek  Thy  will  to  know ; 

Show  us  the  way,  make  plain  the  path 
That  Thou  wouldst  have  us  go. 

With  open  minds,  O  God, 

We  wait,  attuned  and  still; 

We  ask  no  boon,  only  to  know 
Thine  all-enfolding  will. 

O  lead  us  through  life’s  maze  ; 

Wrong  choices  lure  aside: 

Our  peace  is  only  in  Thy  plan  — 

Be  Thou  our  God  and  Guide. 

What  mission  beckons,  Lord? 

Is  far  or  near  the  task? 

A  place  to  stand,  a  work  to  do  — 

What  else  may  creatures  ask? 

We  hear  Thy  voice  within; 

We  pledge  Thee  to  obey : 

We  follow  now  the  Christ  who  is 

The  Life,  the  Truth,  the  Way.  Amen. 


MAY  4,  1984 


Here  I  Stand 

Teenagers  need  adults  who 
are  willing  to  teach  the  faith 


By  SAUNDRA  JOHNSTON 

How  much  do  we  really  care  about  the 
attendance  of  our  youth  at  church?  Sun¬ 
day  School  attendance  often  seems  to  end 
when  a  young  person  is  confirmed.  It 
seems  so  final  —  the  end.  Their  age 
seems  somewhere  between  being  too 
young  to  take  part  in  adult  projects  and 
too  old  for  being  part  of  Sunday  School  as 
they’ve  known  it.  Confirmation  really 
should  be  the  beginning.  Where  do  we  fit 
them  in? 

These  young  people  are  the  future  lead¬ 
ers  of  our  church  —  "or  are  they?"  —  so 
how  do  we  contribute  our  support  as 
adults  to  them?  How  much  time  do  we 
take  to  listen,  or  care  —  really  care?  Do 
we  treat  them  as  individuals,  ask  their 
opinions  and  follow  through  with  a  good 
idea,  or  give  praise? 

Each  teenager  is  a 
unique  person.  Soci¬ 
ety  says  that’s  a  diffi¬ 
cult  age.  Adults  can’t 
communicate  with 
them  and  don’t  un¬ 
derstand  them.  (Do 
we  try?)  And  of- 
course  we  are  quick! 

to  judge  their  every!  _ 

mistake.  Saundra  Johnston 

As  a  Christian  educator,  I  feel  we  need 
to  reach  out  with  our  hearts  to  young  peo- 


My  Witness 

God  can  use  our  loss  of  things 


Bv  JOHN  WESLEY  HARDT 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following  wit¬ 
ness  was  penned  by  United  Methodist 
Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt  of  Oklahoma 
City  shortly  after  most  of  his  family’s 
earthly  possessions  were  destroyed  by  a 
fire  in  his  home  earlier  this  year. 

The  nightmare  of  Sunday  morning, 
February  26th,  wiped  out  the  accumula¬ 
tions  of  a  lifetime,  and  produced  a  new 
flood  of  memories. 

Although  the  mortgage  company  still 
held  the  major  equi¬ 
ty,  it  was  the  first 
home  Martha  and  1 1 
had  ever  owned.  Our  ■ 
two  automobiles 
were  the  most  trou¬ 
ble-free  and  comfort¬ 
able  cars  we  had 
ever  driven  and  we 
expected  to  keep 
them  for  many  years. 

Although  we  were  B*shoP  Hardt 
gone  from  home  much  of  the  time,  we 
had  little  fear  of  robbery  because  most 
of  our  possessions  found  their  major 
value  in  jthe  sentimental  memories  of 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

We  need  both  word  and  deed 


To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  following  rather  closely  the 
controversy  between  those  who  say,  "Go, 
therefore,  and  make  disciples  of  all  na¬ 
tions,”  and  those  who  say,  “Feed  my 
sheep."  I  can  see  both  sides.  We  need  an 
abiding  sense  of  the  presence  of  God  in 
our  lives,  but  we  also  need  a  deep  con¬ 
cern  for  others.  It  is  exciting  and  heart¬ 
warming  to  know  of  the  wonderful  things 
that  happen  following  conversion,  from 
the  days  of  Pentecost  until  now. 

But  as  Americans,  I  often  think  we 
take  too  seriously  the  belief  that  we  are 
sons  and  daughters  of  God,  that  we  are 
the  ones  called  to  preach,  to  tell  others,  to 
be  the  leaders.  We  often  fail  to  see  the 
other  side  —  that  we  are  also  the  con¬ 
verts.  We  are  the  people  empowered  by 
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the  Holy  Spirit  to  do  all  these  wonderful 
things.  We  are  the  converts  who  free  the 
oppressed;  we  are  the  converts  who  feed 
the  hungry ;  we  are  the  converts  who  take 
care  of  widows  and  orphans;  we  are  the 
converts  who  bring  justice. 

Can  the  call  of  the  Gospel  be  any  less 
than  the  loving  care  of  all  God’s  creation 
by  word  and  deed? 

R.  Jean  McPherson 
Burlington,  Colorado 

Spiritual  mentors  help 

both  pastor  and  church 

To  the  Editor: 

He  is  a  gentleman  who  has  served  the 
church  for  more  tharr  a  half  century,  and 
was  one  of  her  most  effective  and  crea¬ 
tive  leaders  and  servants.  Yet  today,  he 
is  nearly  blind,  and  unable  to  be  in¬ 
volved. 

When  I  called  him  the  other  day  to  keep 
alive  our  deep,  loving  fellowship,  this 
man  who  loved  to  keep  up  with  what  is 
happening  in  the  church  had  not  heard  a 
thing  about  the  latest  round  of  minister¬ 
ial  appointments. 

Although  at  first  I  felt  sorry  for  his  lack 
of  involvement,  I  quickly  began  to  feel 
sorry  for  those  men  and  women  in  minis¬ 
try  who  have  not  found  someone  like  my 
"adopted  father"  to  be  a  source  of  ideas 
and  a  sounding  board.  He  has  blessed  my 
life  so  many  times  through  his  experi¬ 
ence  and  his  love,  and  the  spiritual 
strength  he  has  shared. 

I  pray  that  all  young  men  and  women 
who  are  entering  the  ministry  might  be 
able  to  find  such  a  person  who  has  retired 
from  active  ministry,  but  who  has  a 
wealth  of  helpful  insight  to  share  — 
shared  conversation  and  prayer  with 
such  a  person  can  greatly  enhance  an  in¬ 
dividual's  and  a  congregation’s  ministry. 

David  E.  Maly 
Navarre.  Ohio 

Church  should  take 

missiologists’  counsel 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  as  an  evangelical/ecu¬ 
menical  United  Methodist  missionary.  I 
have  been  serving  under  our  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  what  is  now 
Malaysia  for  24  years.  My  wife  and  I 
have  served  in  the  areas  of  pioneer  evan¬ 
gelism,  literature  work,  medical  work, 
women's  work,  education  and  theological 
education.  I  am  writing  to  give  my  re¬ 
sponse  to  what  is  being  called  a  "mission 
philosophy  crisis"  in  our  church. 

In  the  field  of  missiology  the  leadership 
that  the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
produced  has  been  widely  recognized 
among  Protestant,  Anglican.  Orthodox 
and  Catholic  scholars.  Dr.  W.  Richey 
Hogg  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology  is  the 


president  of  the  American  Society  of  Mis¬ 
siology  and  Dr.  Gerald  H.  Anderson  of 
the  Overseas  Ministries  Study  Center 
(and  editor  of  the  "International  Bulletin 
of  Missionary  Research”)  is  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  International  Association  for 
Mission  Studies.  I  believe  that  such  peo¬ 
ple  can  help  the  whole  United  Methodist 
Church  move  forward  in  mission  if  we 
will  only  make  full  use  of  their  expertise. 

The  21st  Century  is  less  than  16  years 
away.  It  seems  to  me  that  an  in-depth 
consultation  preparing  for  the  demands 
of  “mission  in  the  21st  Century"  —  under 
the  leadership  of  such  people  as  Dr.  Hogg 
and  Dr.  Anderson  —  could  help  the 
church  move  forward  into  the  21st  Cen¬ 
tury  with  a  united  United  Methodist 
mission  force.  As  the  United  Methodist 
Church  seeks  to  take  mission  more 
seriously,  let  us  take  the  guidance  of  our 
qualified  missiologists  more  seriously. 

J.  Andy  Fowler 

Kuala  Lumpur,  Malaysia 

Large,  ‘generic’  churches 

not  necessarily  better 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  take  issue  with  Ray 
Weide  and  his  "Here  I  Stand"  article  of 
March  30  headlined  "Merger  of  small 
churches  would  enhance  influence.” 

Mr.  Weide  makes  the  assumption  that 
“one  minister  for  one  or  more  churches” 
is  no  longer  adequate.  I  agree.  However, 
are  the  only  ministers  of  a  church  the  or¬ 
dained  type?  What  about  the  laity?  Some 
of  the  most  vital  and  effective  programs 
of  Christian  education  and  youth  minis¬ 
tries  are  carried  out  by  laity  in  small  and 
larges  churches  alike.  Clergy  and  laity  in 
small  membership  churches  have  sold 
themselves  short  of  their  potential  think¬ 
ing  they  were  too  small,  understaffed 
and  could  be  better  if  they  were  bigger. 

I  do  not  believe  that  merger  is  the  an¬ 
swer  to  the  problems  of  the  small  mem¬ 
bership  church.  Mr.  Weide’s  image  of 
merging  churches  of  the  same  and  simi¬ 
lar  denominations  to  make  more  effi¬ 
cient  units  reminds  me  of  what  is  happen¬ 
ing  in  grocery  stores  today.  Let's  elimi¬ 
nate  the  distinctive  ministries  of  each 
local  church  in  a  small  community  and 
make  one  big  generic  church.  I  can  just 
see  the  sign,  plain  white  with  big  black 
letters:  “CHURCH:  this  product  is  simi¬ 
lar  to  others  only  more  efficient." 

Small  membership  churches  offer  vital 
ministries  for  caring,  loving  and  leader¬ 
ship  development  which  many  larger 
churches  envy.  Larger  isn’t  necessarily 
better;  efficient  isn’t  always  faithful.  I 
believe  that  the  small  membership 
church  is  still  viable  as  it  has  been  in  the 
past  and  will  continue  to  be  so  in  the  fu¬ 
ture. 

James  E.  Latge 

Fabens,  Texas 


the  friends  and  loved  ones  with  whom 
they  had  been  associated.  Within  little 
more  than  an  hour,  we  were  separated 
from  all  these  things  and  even  any  evi¬ 
dence  to  establish  our  identity. 

A  flood  of  new  relationships  and  ex¬ 
periences  had  become  part  of  our  lives  by 
the  time  the  morning  dawned.  The  Red 
Cross  found  us  as  victims  and  while  as¬ 
suring  us  of  help,  shocked  us  with  the 
question,  "Do  you  have  any  friends?” 
Neighbors  we  scarcely  knew  put  us  into 
clothes  and  put  us  to  bed. 

Facing  the  harsh  reality  and  a  new 
sense  of  helplessness,  Martha  and  I 
thanked  God  that  we  had  no  personal  in¬ 
juries  and  agreed  that  we  had  shared  so 
many  good  things  across  our  lifetime 
that  even  this  loss  could  not  compare 
with  the  years  of  memories  which  were 
so  far  beyond  anything  we  merited.  We 
had  often  talked  of  our  intention  to  follow 
a  simple  lifestyle;  now  we  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  proving  that  desire.  So  often 
we  have  agreed  with  the  quotation:  "The 
tyranny  of  things  has  destroyed  more 
freedom  than  the  tyranny  of  kings." 

We  have  been  committed  to  the  Free¬ 
dom  of  Simplicity;  nothing  of  eternal  val¬ 
ue  has  been  lost  and  we  can  see  the  imn 
portance  of  these  values  with  a  new  clar¬ 
ity.  The  direction  of  our  lives  will  not  be 
affected  by  the  inconvenience  and  the 
pain  of  this  tragic  experience. 

In  hundreds  of  conversations  and  ser¬ 
mons  I  have  shared  this  quotation: 


long.  It’s  how  you  feel  about  it  and  handle 
it  that  matters.”  Now  we  have  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  witnessing  to  this  new  reality. 

Shortly  after  the  untimely  death  of  my 
father,  a  few  months  before  Martha  and  I 
were  married,  I  discovered  a  sentence 
from  E.  Stanley  Jones:  "God  seldom 
uses  any  person  until  He  prepares  that 
person  through  suffering.”  Perhaps  God 
can  use  this  loss  of  things  to  prepare  us 
for  service  and  a  new  witness  to  the  free¬ 
dom  of  simplicity. 

While  we  have  been  overwhelmed  by 
the  expressions  of  care  and  the  desire  of 
so  many  to  assist  in  restoring  our  losses, 
perhaps  these  thoughts  will  help  you  to 
understand  why  we  have  discouraged 
these  efforts  and  asked  that  such  ex¬ 
pressions  be  channeled  into  the  minis¬ 
tries  of  mercy  of  the  church.  I  know  you 
will  honer  our  wishes  and  that  all  of  us 
will  be  stronger  in  our  faith  and  love  for 
God  and  His  church  because  we  have 
shared  these  days  in  this  manner,  and 
our  confidence  in  God’s  ultimate  victory 
will  be  clear  and  strong. 

“For  this  reason  we  never  become  dis¬ 
courage^  .  .  ,  For  we  fix  our  attention, 
not  on  things  that  are  seen,  but  on  things 
that  are  unseen.  What  can  be  seen  lasts 
only  for  a  time;  but  what  cannot  be  seen 
lasts  forever”  (2  Cor.  4:16-18  (“Good 
News”). 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life. 


“Nothing  that  ever  happens  matters  very 

On  the  UMR  Beat 

Trek  to  General  Conference:  more 
ambivalence  than  anticipation 


pie,  and  not  always  our  hands  and  a 
pointed  finger. 

Communication  does  not  always  mean 
a  direct  one  hour  meeting  on  Sunday 
morning  between  student  and  teacher. 
There  is  more  to  it. 

The  attitude  of  the  youth  leader  during 
the  week  towards  the  individuals  has  a 
direct  bearing  on  how  comfortable  that 
person  will  be  in  class  on  Sunday.  They ' 
know  if  they  are  really  cared  about. 

Between  the  ages  of  15  and  18,  peer 
opinions  are  very  important.  Problems 
arise  in  some  homes,  and  there  is  discord  '■ 
between  parents  and  children.  There  are 
pressures  from  school  and  frustrations. 
Low  self-esteem  enters  in.  We  wonder’ 
why  our  teenagers  have  problems  in 
what  is  supposed  to  be  the  most  fun 
time  of  their  lives.  Where  are  we  when 
they  need  us? 

Each  year  we  are  begging  for  Sunday, 
School  teachers.  Why  do  we  always  have, 
to  beg?  You  say:  "Senior  High  Class f 
You  must  be  joking,  I  can’t  handle  that 
age.”  (We  shouldn’t  be  worrying  about 
handling  but  caring.)  “They  won’t  come, 
anyway.” 

Living  our  roles  out  as  adult  Christians 
means  getting  in  there  and  begging  to  fill 
those  jobs.  We  are  to  be  servants  of  God. 
Do  we  have  to  have  children  of  our  own  in. 
Sunday  School  to  take  part  in  Christian 
education  for  youth?  Is  our  “time  up”  af-. 
ter  a  couple  of  years?  Have  we  done  our 
duty.  If  God  has  given  us  the  gift  to- 
teach,  let’s  doit! 

The  attitude  with  which  we  approach 
the  Lord’s  work  trickles  down  to  our 
youth.  If  we  get  in  there  and  pitch,  most 
likely  our  kids  will  too. 

Every  person  does  not  have  the  gift  to 
be  able  to  communicate  in  Christian  edu¬ 
cation,  especially  at  the  teen  level.  You 
can  usually  tell  in  your  own  heart,  but 
you  must  be  willing  to  try!  Being  led  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  makes  the  difference. 

I  feel  every  church  has  more  than 
enough  people  who  do  have  the  ability  to 
make  our  teenagers  feel  they  are  a  most 
important  part  of  the  church. 

We  may  not  be  sure  of  ourselves  in 
many  respects.  Maybe  we  aren’t  quali-  , 
fied  and  feel  inadequate.  But  we  have 
been  promised  that  everything  we  do  for 
God  will  be  done  with  a  guiding  hand. 
This  is  one  thing  of  which  we  can  be  sure. 

Let’s  care  enough  to  get  our  young  peo¬ 
ple  back  to  Sunday  School  and  church 
and  keep  them  there. 

"Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tor,  Saundra  Johnston,  is  a  member  of 
First  UMC  in  Elsmore,  Minnesota  (Min¬ 
nesota  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for  , 
consideration  ( three  typed,  double-', 
spaced  pages,  maximum  length )  to  ; 
"Here  l  Stand,"  The  United  Methodist  ; 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box 221076,  Dallas,  Texas-. 
75222.  _ _  •  . 


I’ve  waited  in  vain  for  the  surge  of 
anticipation  that  has  accompanied  my 
departure  for  five  previous  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Conferences.  Instead  I  feel 
a  deep  sense  of  ambivalence  as  I  leave 
for  Baltimore  to  attend  the  1984  General 
Conference  and  celebrate  our  church’s 
200th  anniversary. 

I’m  not  down  on  the  church,  and  I  don’t 
really  dread  the  trip  or  the  proceedings. 
A  General  Conference  is  a  great  occasion 
for  Christian  fellowship,  and  it  provides 
more  activity  and  excitement  than  a 
three-ring  circus. 

What’s  missing  is  a  sense  of  something 
important  about  to  happen. 

As  other  General  Conferences  have 
neared  during  the  past  15  years,  Report¬ 
er  readers  have  flooded  this  editor’s  desk 
with  expressions  of  great  expectancy 
ranging  from  sublime  hopes  to  dire 
warnings  and  frantic  pleas.  Both  the  vol¬ 
ume  and  the  tone  of  this  year’s  mail 
about  General  Conference  are  subdued 
by  comparison. 

I’d  like  to  think  the  change  is  due  pri¬ 
marily  to  the  clarity  of  our  coverage  and 
the  growth  in  faith  and  understanding 
among  United  Methodists.  But  both  my 
head  and  my  gut  suggest  a  more  likely 
explanation:  fewer  United  Methodists 
care  what  the  General  Conference  says 
and  does  in  1984  than  in  1980  and  before. 

What  I  looked  upon  as  a  denominational 
“identity  crisis”  in  1980  feels  more  like  a 
“disconnected  identity”  among  many 
parts  of  our  church  in  1984. 

I  believe  that  United  Methodism’s 
understanding  of  the  Christian  gospel  — 
which  insists  on  the  pursuit  of  both  per¬ 
sonal  and  social  holiness  —  is  as  relevant 
and  appealing  today  as  at  any  time  in  the 
past.  Yet  I’m  also  painfully  aware  that 
we  continue  to  lose  more  members  than 
we  gain  and  to  close  more  churches  than 
we  open  year  after  year. 

I  believe  the  genius  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  connectional  structure,  where 
each  part  —  local,  regional,  national  and 
international  —  is  connected  with  every 
other  part,  has  never  made  more  sense 
or  been  more  needed.  Yet  I’m  aware  that 
we  seem  to  be  pulling  in  a  thousand 
different  directions,  with  one  part  of  the 
Body  of  Christ  frequently  saying  to 
another,  in  effect,  "I  have  no  need  of 
you.” 

I  believe  those  many  delegates  to  Gen¬ 


eral  Conference  who  desire  "greater 
unity  in  the  church”  are  altogether  sin¬ 
cere  (see  related  article  elsewhere  in  this 
issue).  Yet  I  cannot  erase  from  my  mind 
another  recent  study  that  described 
United  Methodism  as  a  denomination 
bent  on  “administering  its  past”  and 
“describing  the  symptoms  of  its  present 
malaise,”  and  "lacking  both  the  will  and 
the  leadership  to  change." 

I  leave  for  General  Conference  proud 
of  my  heritage  as  a  United  Methodist 
Christian  and  yet  apprehensive  about  our 
future.  Above  all,  I  go  with  the  fear  that 
we  will  be  too  busy  reliving  the  past  and 
conducting  "business  as  usual"  to  dis¬ 
cern  the  mission  to  which  God  is  calling 
"the  people  called  Methodist”  today. 

The  Reporter’s  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
editor,  John  McEllhenney,  recently 
made  the  wistful  suggestion  that  General 
Conference  delegates  gather  their  ultra¬ 
thick  "red  books"  of  pre-determined 
legislative  proposals,  dump  them  into 
Baltimore’s  harbor,  and  spend  the  two 
weeks  of  General  Conference  reflecting 
on  what  made  Methodism  a  mighty 
movement  during  earlier  times,  and  on 
“where  Christ  is  leading  United  Metho¬ 
dism  today.” 

That  suggestion  is  whimsical  and  ex¬ 
treme,  but  it’s  on  the  right  track.  If  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  are  again  to  experience 
unity  of  purpose  and  direction,  it’s  going 
to  take  more  than  wishful  thinking,  the 
fear  of  schism  and  institutional  decline, 
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Spurgeon  Dunnam 
and  a  spate  of  new  national  programs 
and  funds  to  bring  it  about.  It’s  going  to 
take  a  rediscovery  that  our  unity  with 
each  other  —  or  our  lack  thereof  —  is  re¬ 
lated  directly  to  our  unity  of  heart  and 
mind  and  purpose  with  the  living  Christ 
revealed  to  us  in  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

A  1000-member  legislative  forum  is  not 
a  very  likely  place  for  that  kind  of  ele¬ 
mental  religious  revival  to  take  place. 
Hence  my  subdued  feelings  as  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  marking  our  church’s  bi¬ 
centennial  begins.  But  if  this  body  cannot 
muster  "the  will  or  leadership”  that  will 
lead  to  changed  hearts,  habits  and  even¬ 
tually  statistics,  who  can?  I  find  conso¬ 
lation  in  the  awareness  that  in  the  long 
history  of  humanity,  God  often  has  cho¬ 
sen  unlikely  instruments  to  achieve  His 
purposes. 

-  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
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We're  looking 
for  someone  fo 
minister  to 
the  needs 
of  the  clergy. 

Ministers  Life,  an  80  yeor  old  company 
offering  insurance  and  retirement  planning  to 
religious  professionals,  is  seeking  individuals 
tor  positions  os  regional  representatives 
The  qualified  applicant  will  have  an  entre- 
preneunal  nature,  a  strong  commitment  to 
serving  the  clergy  as  a  career  professional 
and  a  desire  to  be  financially  successful  No 
insurance  or  sales  experience  is  necessary, 
a  complete  training  program  will  be  provided 
The  first  and  foremost  qualification  is  the 
commitment  to  *s  wing  those  who  serve ' 
Ministers  Life  o.iers  an  extremely  com¬ 
petitive  compensation  plon  with  incentive 
income  plus  excellent  fringe  benefits 
If  you  meet  the  above  qualifications  and 
wish  to  join  an  organization  committed  to 
serving  the  clergy,  please  send  your  resume 
to  Philip  R  Box.  CLU,  P0  Box  910, 
Minneapolis.  MN  55440  Or  call  toll-free 
1-800-328-6124. 
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Bishops’  panel  completes  review  of  NCC/WCC  ties 

Ecumenism  reaffirmed  but  monitoring ,  interpreting  roles  planned  by  Council  of  Bishops 
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By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
Reporter  Editor 

WILMINGTON,  Del.  -  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  involvement  in  the  ecumenical 
movement  —  including  membership  in 
the  World  and  National  Councils  of 
Churches  —  was  reaffirmed  here  last 
week  in  a  report  by  a  special  review  com¬ 
mittee  of  nine  bishops  headed  by  Bishop 
Joseph  Yeakel  of  Syracuse,  New  York. 
At  the  same  time,  the  report  ac¬ 
knowledged  a  number  of  serious  prob- 
lenis  and  concerns  related  to  that 
involvement  which  need  to  be  addressed. 
And  the  committee  proposed  that  the 
Council  of  Bishops  become  much  more 
aggressive  in  monitoring  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  ecumenical  involvements  and 
interpreting  those  involvements  to  the 
church’s  membership. 

The  Conciliar  Review  Committee’s  99- 
page  report  is  the  product  of  a  year-long 
study  occasioned  by  serious  allegations 
against  the  NCC  and  WCC  early  last  year 
by  “Reader’s  Digest’’  and  “60  Minutes.’’ 

Bishop  Yeakel  said  the  committee 
sought  to  deal  “realistically  and  honestly 
with  the  tensions  and  problems  related  to 
our  ecumenical  involvement”  but 
“within  the  framework  of  our  firm 
commitment  to  ecumenism.” 

Illustrative  of  this  effort,  the  com¬ 
mittee  observed  that  “many  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  have  a  limited  understanding  of 
why”  United  Methodism  is  committed  to 
working  with  Christians  of  other  denom¬ 
inations  “and  even  less  commitment  to 
stay  in  the  conciliar  movement.” 

The  committee  said,  however,  that 
“one  of  the  factors  feeding  this  dis¬ 
content  is  an  isolation,  even  an  insu¬ 
lation,  by  some  who  represent  our 
denomination  in  the  ecumenical  com¬ 
munity.  This  comes  across  in  pro¬ 
fessionals  who  presume  to  speak  for  our 
church  but  who  are  sometimes 
insensitive  to  the  concerns  of  many 
persons  at  the  local  church  level.”  And  it 
observed  that  “the  issues  of  repre¬ 
sentation,  control  and  accountability  are 
critically  important  to  improving  the 
climate  of  our  participation  in  the  World 
Council  and  National  Council.” 

Leaders  must  listen 

The  report  continued:  “We  believe  that 
there  is  nothing  constructive  to  be  gained 
by  styles  of  administration  which  indi¬ 
cate  a  deafness  to  the  concerns  of  some 
of  our  members.  Agreement  is  not  neces¬ 
sary.  It  is  necessary,  however,  for  United 
Methodist  leaders  everywhere  to  prac¬ 
tice  listening  as  an  integral  element  in 
leading.  Critics  should  not  be  viewed  as 
enemies.  Dialogue  is  much  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred  over  confrontation,  which  inevi¬ 
tably  degenerates  into  charges  and 
counter-charges  and  a  climate  where 
negotiation  is  marginally  possible  at 
best." 

The  majority  of  the  committee’s  long- 
awaited  report  is  descriptive.  It  deals 
illustratively  and  in  specific  detail  with 
how  the  NCC  and  WCC  are  structured, 
how  they  are  governed,  how  they  handle 
funds,  what  they  understand  their 
mission  and  purpose  to  be  as  ecumenical 
bodies,  and  how  United  Methodism  is 
related  to  them. 

It  also  details  the  intricate  ways  in 
which  the  UM  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  staff  and  funding  are  inter¬ 
locked  with  the  ecumenical  agencies  and 
observes:  “One  cannot  fully  understand 
the  United  Methodist  relationship  to  the 
World  Council  and  National  Council  with¬ 
out  noting  the  important  role  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  plays  in  those 
relationships.” 

Few  new  specific  revelations 

Few  of  the  committee’s  specific  find¬ 
ings  are  new.  In  fact,  they  largely  serve 
to  confirm  earlier  revelations  such  as  the 
NCC’s  “governing  board”  having  almost 
no  control  over  NCC  program  units,  and 
oversight  groups  for  many  of  those  pro¬ 
gram  units  which  tend  to  be  “self- 
determining,  self-evaluating  and  self- 
perpetuating.”  The  committee  said  the 
NCC’s  “present  structure  is  more 
analogous  to  a  confederation  than  to  a 
centralized  government.” 

In  contrast,  the  committee  described 
the  WCC  as  “a  highly  centralized  organi¬ 
zation  with  major  authority  resting  with 
a  limited  number  of  voting  members  and 
staff.”  It  found,  however,  that  leaders  of 
both  the  WCC  and  NCC  generally  exer¬ 
cise  their  authority  in  basic  accord  with 
their  respective  organizational  purposes 
and  structures. 

In  both  the  NCC  and  WCC,  the 
committee  said  financial  records  are 


readily  available  but  are  sometimes 
hard  to  interpret  since  they  do  not 
compare  to  the  reporting  forms  used  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Concerning  the  emotion-laden  alle¬ 
gation  of  a  consistent  “left  wing  tilt”  in 
the  two  ecumenical  bodies,  the  com¬ 
mittee  found  that  “the  interpretation  of 
actual  events  and  the  motivations  behind 
them  is  strongly  influenced  by  one’s 
political  and  theological  viewpoints.  Ac¬ 
tions  which  are  seen  as  ‘Marxist-Lenin- 
ist’  by  one  group  are  seen  as  at  the  core 
of  the  Christian  message  by  others.” 

‘Leftist  tilt’  hard  to  measure 

The  committee  continued:  “An  allega¬ 
tion  of  a  ‘Marxist-Leninist  tilt’  must  be 
measured  against  some  reasonably  ob¬ 
jective  definition  of  that  phrase.  The 
difficulty  in  the  present  dispute  is  that 
there  is  no  commonly  accepted  definition 
of  this  concept.  And  consequently,  there 
is  no  mutually  agreed  upon  standard 
within  the  church  by  which  to  assess 
actions  as  to  whether  they  are  ‘Marxist- 
Leninist’  or  not.” 

The  committee  dealt  with  specific  alle¬ 
gations  related  to  United  Methodist 
involvement  in  the  WCC  Special  Fund  to 
Combat  Racism,  Aid  to  Vietnam,  and  the 
Cuba  Resource  Center.  In  relation  to  the 
latter,  the  committee  observed  that  “a 
willingness  to  overlook  essential  issues” 
like  restrictions  on  religious  liberty  in 
some  statements  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  staff  “can  and  has  given  rise 
to  accusations  of  ideological  bias.” 

What  is  most  novel  in  the  review  com¬ 
mittee’s  findings  is  a  perspective  more 
critical  of  United  Methodist  groups  re¬ 
sponsible  for  NCC  and  WCC  relationships 
than  of  those  ecumenical  organizations 
themselves.  For  example,  both  the  NCC 


“The  conversations  with  the  board 
personnel  did  seem  to  reflect  a  well  de¬ 
fined  but  limited  viewpoint  on  how  mis¬ 
sion  was  to  be  understood  and  accom¬ 
plished.  Also  reflected  was  a  reluctance 
to  be  genuinely  open  to  the  consideration 
of  other  or  additional  perspectives.  As  a 
consequence,  something  of  a  ‘siege 
mentality’  was  evident,  mainly  that  the 
board  is  correct  in  its  position,  and  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  utilize  what  resources  may  be 
necessary  to  defend  the  core  and  the 
perimeters  of  that  position.  There  also 
appeared  to  be  a  reluctance  to  deal  con¬ 
structively  with  concerns  of  a  large  seg¬ 
ment  of  the  United  Methodist 
constituency.” 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.  of  Florida  said 
that  while  he  deplored  the  recent  crea¬ 
tion  of  a  separate,  unofficial  mission 
sending  agency,  the  review  committee’s 
description  of  Global  Ministries  staff 
attitudes  provides  a  “stronger  rationale 
than  any  other  I’ve  seen  or  heard  for  its 
existence.” 

Several  bishops  expressed  discomfort 
with  any  effort  to  relate  the  Conciliar 
Review  Committee’s  findings  to 
discussion  of  the  new  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists.  However,  the  fact 
that  “Mission  philosophy”  and  “open¬ 
ness  to  diverse  viewpoints”  are  integral 
to  both  issues  made  it  impossible  for  the 
bishops  to  keep  them  neatly  separated. 

Criticism  of  board  discussed 

At  another  time  during  the  meeting 
here  the  bishops  discussed  in  closed 
session  criticisms  against  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  the  new  mission 
society.  Speaking  during  the  closed 
sessions  were  Bishop  Jesse  DeWitt  of 
Chicago,  president  of  the  board,  and  the 
Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  its  chief 
executive.  These  discussions  are 
expected  to  continue  among  the  bishops 
at  their  meetings  during  the  General 
Conference  in  Baltimore. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  review 
committee  expressed  encouragement 
that  Global  Ministries  executives  and 
directors  have  recently  declared  their 
openness  to  review  the  board’s  theology 
of  mission,  to  deal  with  other  issues 
raised  by  the  bishops  and  the  church’s 
membership,  and  their  “wish  to  be  in 
dialogue  with  all  segments  of  our 
church.” 


The  committee  observed  that 
parties  from  which  it  sought  assistance 
were  cooperative,  and  that  it  was 
possible  to  identify  “facts  .  .  .  with 
relative  ease.”  It  said,  however,  that  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  church  often  disagree 
“about  what  these  facts  mean.  We  face 
the  very  difficult  task  of  providing  the 
means  for  developing  a  wider  consensus 
that  will  free  our  denomination  to  move 
ahead  with  its  mission.” 

New  committee  proposed 

Toward  that  end,  the  review 
committee  proposed  that  a  special  on¬ 
going  committee  of  seven  bishops  be 
created  to  oversee  and  interpret  the 
church’s  ecumenical  activities  and  re¬ 
lationships.  The  special  bishops’ 
committee  -  would  have  at  least  six 
functions : 

•  Review  all  nominations  and  assign¬ 
ments  of  persons  to  serve  on  ecumenical 
agencies  to  which  the  UMC  is  related ; 

•  Monitor  all  United  Methodist 
memberships  and  appointments  to 
ecumenical  agencies  including  sub¬ 
units; 

•  Develop  procedures  to  enhance  the 
accountability  of  United  Methodists  who 
serve  on  ecumenical  bodies ; 

•  Monitor  finances  and  other  informa¬ 
tion  from  the  NCC  and  WCC  “to  assure 
both  adequate  support  and  that  adequate 
disclosure  of  activity  is  made  .  . 

•  Inform  the  Council  of  Bishops  about 
key  issues  related  to  the  major 
ecumenical  bodies  ; 

•  Work  with  and  call  upon  the 
resources  of  the  UMC’s  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns  as  needed  to  fulfill  the 
committee’s  responsibilities. 

The  bishops  also  were  urged  to  make 
their  proposed  new  special  committee 
open  to  receiving  from  United 
Methodists  requests  for  clarification,  in¬ 
quiries  and  suggestions  for  improvement 
in  ecumenical  witness.  It  is  envisioned 
that  the  new  committee  would  refer  such 
inquiries  and  suggestions  to  appropriate 
agencies  and  to  “hold  these  agencies 
accountable  for  their  response.” 

While  in  session  here,  the  Council  of 
Bishops  took  no  formal  action  on  the 
report  as  a  whole.  They  did  vote  to  create 
a  7-member  “Special  Committee  on 
Ecumenical  Activities  and  Relation¬ 


ships.”  Members  of  the  committee  will 
serve  four  year  terms  and  the  chair¬ 
person  will  be  the  secretary  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops.  Elected  to  that  post 
during  sessions  here  was  Bishop  Paul  A. 
Duffey  of  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Pastoral  letter  planned 

The  bishops  also  intend  to  develop  a 
corporate  response  to  the  report  in  the 
form  of  a  Pastoral  Letter  for  distribution 
throughout  the  church.  The  letter  will  be 
drafted  by  members  of  the  Conciliar 
Review  Committee  and  then  debated  and 
perfected  in  closed  sessions  of  the  full 
Council  of  Bishops  while  the  General 
Conference  is  meeting  in  Baltimore.  The 
bishops  said  copies  of  the  Pastoral  Letter 
will  be  given  to  the  delegates  before  they 
adjourn  May  11. 

A  spokesman  for  the  bishops  said  the 
full  text  of  the  Conciliar  Review  Commit¬ 
tee  report  will  be  made  available  to  per¬ 
sons  desiring  a  copy  from  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  for  $5.00. 

Members  of  the  Conciliar  Review 
Committee  in  addition  to  Bishop  Yeakel 
were:  Bishops  L.  Scott  Allen  of 
Charlotte,  N.  C.,  Edwin  C.  Boulton  of 
Fargo,  N.  Dak.,  Roy  C.  Clark  of 
Columbia,  S.  C.,  Marjorie  S.  Matthews  of 
Sun  Prairie,  Wise.,  Calvin  D.  McConnell 
of  Portland,  Ore.,  Emerito  P.  Nacpil  of 
the  Philippines,  John  W.  Russell  of 
Dallas,  Tx.,  and  Melvin  G.  Talbert  of 
Seattle,  Wash. 

Immediately  following  discussion  of 
the  Conciliar  Review  Committee  report, 
Bishop  John  B.  Warman  of  Harrisburg, 
Pa.  proposed  that  general  secretaries  of 
the  four  general  program  boards  of  the 
church  and  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  be  elected  every  four  years  by 
the  delegates  to  General  Conference. 
Those  executives  are  now  nominated  by 
the  governing  members  of  their  re¬ 
spective  agencies  and  elected  by  voting 
members  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries. 

Bishop  Warman  said  that  his  proposal 
would  provide  General  Conference 
delegates  an  opportunity  to  express  their 
approval  or  disapproval  with  what  the 
boards  have  done.  Bishop  Warman’s 
motion  failed  by  a  narrow  margin. 

First  president  from  outside  U.S. 

Bishop  Ole  Borgen  of  Stockholm, 


Sweden,  episcopal  leader  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  Northern  Europe  area,  was 
elected  president  designate  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops.  His  one-year  term 
will  begin  in  the  spring  of  1985,  following 
that  of  the  current  president,  Bishop 
James  S.  Thomas,  of  North  Canton,  Ohio. 
Bishop  Wilbur  W.  Y.  Choy  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  has  served  as  president  during  the 
past  year. 

Bishop  Borgen,  58,  is  the  first  bishop 
from  outside  the  United  States  to  serve 
as  president  of  the  Council  of  Bishops. 


Bishop  Thomas 


Bishop  Duffey 


The  bishops  created  a  7-member 
“Committee  on  Episcopal  Initiatives  for 
Ministry  and  Mission.”  It  is  intended  to 
increase  the  bishops’  leadership  more 
visibly  through  such  means  as  written 
papers,  weekend  teaching  missions,  re¬ 
corded  audio  and  video  tapes,  and  the 
public  media. 

Halt  to  MX  system  called  for 

The  bishops  approved  only  one  re¬ 
solution  here  since  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  will  be  speaking  to  many  issues 
during  the  next  few  days.  They  called  on 
United  Methodists  in  the  United  States  to 
"prayerfully  consider  their  responsi¬ 
bility  under  God,  and  as  guided,  to 
become  actively  involved  with  their  re¬ 
spective  members  of  Congress  in 
stopping  the  MX  missile  system.” 

The  resolution  said  the  United  States 
“has  an  opportunity  to  take  a  first  step 
toward  stopping  the  madness  of  the 
nuclear  arms  race”  by  stopping  the  pro¬ 
duction  and  deployment  of  the  MX. 

Parts  of  the  foregoing  report  are  based 
on  materials  supplied  by  the  director  of 
United  Methodist  News  Service,  Tom 
McAnally. 


Episcopal  Address  cites  ‘twin  foci’ 
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and  WCC  “depend  on  each  member 
denomination  to  interpret  to  its 
constituency  the  purposes  and  work”  of 
the  councils.  Most  denominational  repre¬ 
sentatives  to  these  bodies  come  from  the 
staffs  of  United  Methodist  general 
agencies,  however,  and  the  committee 
says  they  have  no  formal  process  or 
mandate  to  account  for  their  ecumenical 
involvements  to  their  agencies’  directors 
or  to  the  church’s  membership. 

The  two  groups  cited  by  the  committee 
as  most  in  need  of  change  are  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
the  Council  of  Bishops. 

Bishops  too  passive 

The  Council  of  Bishops  was  cited  by  the 
committee  primarily  for  its  passivity  in 
carrying  out  a  Disciplinary  mandate  to 
serve  as  “the  primary  ecumenical 
officers  of  the  church.”  The  Discipline 
offers  little  specific  guidance  for  ful¬ 
filling  that  mandate  and,  until  now  the 
bishops  have  taken  little  initiative  to 
define  that  role.  “Implicit  in  our  report  is 
both  a  confession  and  a  commitment  to 
do  better  —  to  assist  where  we  can,  to 
correct  when  we  must,”  the  committee 
said. 

Global  Ministries  was  cited  primarily 
for  a  relatively  narrow  understanding  of 
the  church’s  mission  on  the  part  of  its 
professional  staff,  and  a  lack  of  openness 
to  differing  positions  held  by  many  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists. 

“In  our  efforts  to  discuss  these  matters 
with  the  staff,  the  committee  discovered 
that  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is 
committed  to  its  philosophy  of  mission  in 
some  respects  to  the  apparent  neglect  of 
theologies  and  strategies  that  are  not  in 
concert  with  their  own." 

Several  bishops  expressed  dismay  and 
even  anger  with  the  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  after  reading  one  critical  para¬ 
graph  in  the  report: 


Wherever  The  Needs  Are 
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In  Sierra  Leone,  75%  of  children  between  the  ages 
of  five  and  eleven  have  dental  problems.  More  than 
half  of  these  children  live  in  remote  towns  and  vil¬ 
lages  and  do  not  benefit  from  government 
programs  because  there  are  only  two 
dental  clinics  in  the  country.  A  toothache 
can  lead  to  a  headache  and  to  other  kinds 
of  bodily  pain,  preventing  concentration 
on  school  studies.  Last  year 
more  than  10,500  students  re¬ 
ceived  dental  treatment  in  a 
United  Methodist  clinic.  Re¬ 
quests  for  such  treatment  have 
doubled.  Please  give,  helping 
children  who  ache  for  atten¬ 
tion. 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

BALTIMORE  —  In  the  courtly  south¬ 
ern  manner  for  which  he  is  famous,  Bish¬ 
op  William  R.  Cannon  of  North  Carolina 
“learned  the  church  a  lesson”  May  1  in 
his  Episcopal  Address  to  the  1984  Gener¬ 
al  Conference. 

The  theologian/scholar/historian  led 
the  1,000  delegates  and  at  least  that  many 
guests  on  an  appropriately  Bicentennial 
introspection  “in  which  we  remember 
our  past,  face  our  obligations  in  the  pres¬ 
ent,  and  anticipate  and  plan  for  the 
future.” 

No  more  than  five  minutes  into  the 
address,  Bishop  Cannon  introduced 
Methodism’s  “twin  foci”  of  “social  in¬ 
volvement  and  evangelization.”  He  re¬ 
turned  frequently  to  those  themes. 

Bishop  Cannon,  former  dean  of 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  was  selected 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops  to  deliver  their 
corporate  message  to  the  1984  General 
Conference.  He  and  the  bishops’  three 
top  officers  signed  it,  but  a  closing  para¬ 
graph  noted  that  it  does  not  “reflect  the 
view  of  every  bishop  at  every  point.” 
Nonetheless  it  was  endorsed  as  a  whole 
by  the  full  Council  of  Bishops. 

Bishop  Cannon  repeatedly  linked 
American  Methodism  to  not  only  its  own 
history  but  also  to  that  of  the  nation,  re¬ 
minding  his  audience  that  theirs  was 
“the  first  national  church  to  be  organized 
in  the  new  world.” 

Social  accomplishments  cited 

As  reminders  of  Methodism’s  social 
accomplishments,  Bishop  Cannon  cited 
leadership  in  abolition  of  slavery,  the 
temperance  movement,  support  for  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment,  higher  educa¬ 
tion,  establishment  of  homes  for  orphans 
and  the  elderly,  and  advocacy  of  prison 
reforms. 

But  as  the  denomination’s  “most  splen¬ 
did  social  achievement,”  he  cited,  some- 
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what  surprisingly,  “the  field  of  business 
and  industrial  relations.” 

“Due  to  our  connectional  system,”  he 
said,  “we  have  as  a  church  been  able  to 
do  more  than  others  in  settling  strikes 
and  improving  the  lot  of  the  laborers  in 
this  country.  We  have  sponsored  the  six- 
day  working  week,  the  eight-hour  work¬ 
ing  day,  the  minimum  wage,  decent 
working  conditions,  and  fair  employment 
practices.  The  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  fashioned  in  1908  was  Hie  first 
social  creed  in  history  —  a  landmark  in 
the  development  of  ethics  for  business 
and  industry.” 

As  highlights  of  his  section  on  “prog¬ 
ress  within  the  church,”  Bishop  Cannon 
noted  that  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  “is  probably 
the  most  influential  body  in  the  whole 
church”;  that  Methodists  have  ordained 
“perhaps  more  female  ministers  than  all 
the  other  major  denominations  com¬ 
bined”;  that  it  is  the  most  completely  ra¬ 
cially  integrated  denomination  in  Amer¬ 
ica  ;  and,  with  Southern  Baptists  and  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics,  is  “doing  more  to  support 
the  education  of  the  clergy  than  any 
other  denomination  in  America.” 

Nuclear  disarmament  called  for 

Moving  from  reflection  on  the  past  to 
assessment  of  the  present,  the  Council  of 
Bishops  wasted  no  time  on  what  they  con¬ 
sider  the  major  issue. 

“All  nuclear  weapons  possessed  by  any 
and  every  nation  must  simultaneously  be 
destroyed,  and  neutral  nations  that  do 
not  possess  such  weapons  must  be  the 
agents  engaged  to  destroy  them  and  to 
guarantee  that  their  destruction  is  com¬ 
plete,”  Bishop  Cannon  insisted  on  behalf 
of  the  bishops. 

Moments  later  he  added,  “Christian 
conscience  demands  total  disarmament 
by  disbanding  armies,  navies,  and  air 
forces  over  the  face  of  the  earth.” 

On  another  social  issue,  penal  reform, 
Bishop  Cannon  offered  what  some  would 
consider  an  equally  radical  suggestion. 
He  said  it  is  “unconscionable  to  incarcer¬ 
ate  with  hardened  criminals  first  young 
offenders  and  persons  whose  crimes  do 
not  involve  physical  injury  and  danger  to 
other  persons.”  The  remedy,  he  said,  is 
not  to  put  such  persons  in  penal  institu¬ 
tions  but  to  sentence  them  “in  the  form  of 
financial  reparation  to  the  people  whom 
they  have  injured  and  the  society  whose 
laws  they  have  violated.” 

A  similarly  distinctive  tone  came  in  the 
bishops’  section  on  economics.  “Though 
the  church  champions  the  cause  of  the 
poor  and  underprivileged,”  Bishop  Can¬ 
non  said,  “it  does  not  thereby  indiscrimi¬ 
nately  condemn  the  affluent  and  blame 
them  for  the  plight  of  the  poor. 

Guilt  complex  not  productive 

“It  is  counterproductive,”  he  went  on, 
“to  try  to  create  a  guilt  complex  among 
prosperous  people  by  constantly  remind¬ 
ing  them  that  a  very  small  percentage  of 
the  world’s  population  consumes  a  pre¬ 
ponderant  amount  of  the  world’s 
resources  and  goods,  as  if  they  deliber¬ 
ately  caused  this  imbalance.” 

In  any  case,  Bishop  Cannon  said,  “The 


right  of  a  person  to  own  and  use  the 
wealth  he  or  she  has  honestly  made,  so 
long  as  the  person  does  not  abuse  that 
right  by  despoiling  others,  is  preferable 
to  the  ownership  of  all  wealth  by  the  state 
and  its  control  and  management  by  gov¬ 
ernmental  bureaucrats.” 

In  a  section  of  the  Episcopal  Address 
headed  “Personal  redemption  and  right¬ 
eousness,”  Bishop  Cannon  delivered  sev¬ 
eral  notable  one-liners  almost  back  to 
back. 

“People  alone  as  individuals  can  be  re¬ 
deemed,  not  institutions,  structures  of  so¬ 
ciety,  or  forms  of  government  .  .  . 
Neither  the  United  States  nor  the  Soviet 
Union  will  exist  in  heaven  .  .  .  The  church 
is  not  to  be  a  mirror  of  the  world  but  a  re¬ 
flection  of  heaven.” 

In  a  section  on  sexuality,  Bishop  Can¬ 
non  admonished:  “It  is  futile  to  try  to 
pass  judgment  on  a  person’s  sexual  pre¬ 
disposition  or  the  bent  of  his  or  her  inner 
nature  ...  In  whatever  way  our  nature 
was  formed  before  birth,  that  is  not  our 
responsibility,  and  God  does  not  hold  us 
accountable  for  what  we  cannot  help.” 


BISHOP  CANNON 

Church’s  sexual  ethic  described 

He  made  no  reference  to  homosexual¬ 
ity.  Rather  he  said,  “Only  in  the 
marriage  of  man  and  woman  can  the 
church  countenance  sexual  expression. 
When  persons  remain  in  the  unmarried 
state,  the  church  expects  from  them, 
both  male  and  female,  a  life  of  chastity, 
continence,  and  celibacy  .  .  . 

“Likewise,  the  church  expects  from 
married  couples  faithfulness  and  devo¬ 
tion  to  each  other  as  long  as  they  both 
shall  live  .  .  . 

“Though  abortion  may  be  essential  in  ex¬ 
treme  circumstances,  to  say  that  the 
fetus  in  a  woman’s  womb  is  her  own 
property  to  do  with  as  she  pleases  and  to 
use  abortion  for  immoral  purposes  is  a 
barbaric  act  displaying  the  lowest  form 
of  degeneracy.” 

On  matters  of  particular  United  Meth¬ 
odist  interest,  Bishop  Cannon  was  equal¬ 
ly  emphatic. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church,  which 
has  done  so  much  to  improve  the  mater¬ 
ial  lot  of  people,  has  done  far  too  little  to 
save  their  souls,”  he  said. 

“Various  caucuses  have  arisen  within 


the  church  to  voice  their  own  concerns 
and  promote  their  own  interests.  The 
church  has  not  only  heard  and  heeded 
them,  but  even  funded  them,  so  that  they 
havqjjecome  lobbying  groups  throughout 
the  connection.  .  . 

“We  have  been  fortunate  in  the  effi¬ 
ciency  and  effectiveness  of  the  staffs  of 
our  boards  and  agencies.  However,  these 
staff  persons  must  not  think  of  them¬ 
selves  as  so  efficient  that  they  do  not 
need  always  to  seek  advice  and  guidance 
from  local  leadership  in  areas  where 
they  sponsor  projects  or  are  in  any  way 
involved  .  .  . 

Global  Ministries 
supported,  challenged 

In  a  statement  reaffirming  essentially 
what  the  five  regional  colleges  of  bishops 
said  earlier  this  spring.  Bishop  Cannon 
said,  “We  support  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  as  the  sole  sending  agency  of 
missionaries  and  disapprove  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  another  sending  agency  in  com¬ 
petition  with  it.  However,  in  fairness  to 
the  concerns  of  those  who  feel  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  a  second  agency,  we  urge  that 
measures  be  taken  to  assure  our  people 
that  evangelization  and  evangelism  are  a 
vital  part  of  the  philosophy  and  practice 
of  mission  by  the  board.  ” 

On  yet  another  item  of  recent  contro¬ 
versy,  Bishop  Cannon  said:  “We  expect 
our  church  to  continue  its  membership  in 
both  the  National  and  World  Council  of 
Churches  as  well  as  the  World  Methodist 
Council.  But  .we  reserve  the  right  al¬ 
ways  to  evaluate  and  criticize  them.  We 
expect  from  them  responsible  and 
impartial  leadership  and  call  upon  our 
representatives  to  such  bodies  to  assure 
the  same." 

In  another  affirmation  of  ecumenical 
involvement,  Bishop  Cannon  said 
“Whether  it  (the  UMC)  remains  an  au¬ 
tonomous  body  as  it  now  is  or  loses  its  de¬ 
nominational  identity  in  a  larger  ecu¬ 
menical  organization,  thereby  antici¬ 
pating  perfect  unity  in  Christ,  its 
heritage  is  too  precious  to  be  lost  and  will 
always  constitute  one  of  the  priceless 
treasures  of  Christendom.  Though  it  is 
only  two  hundred  years  old,  the  youngest 
of  the  major  denominations,  its  contribu¬ 
tion  to  humankind  has  been  far  in  excess 
of  its  years." 

Address  moves  full  circle 

Bishop  Cannon  closed  the  Episcopal 
Address  having  come  in  effect  full  circle 
from  where  he  began  with  the  “twin 
foci.” 

The  mission  God  has  given  the  UMC  in 
the  world,  he  said,  “is  the  perennial  task 
of  evangelization,  of  winning  uncom¬ 
mitted  persons,  one  by  one,  to  the 
Christian  faith,  teaching  them  authorita¬ 
tively  what  basically  to  believe  and  not  to 
believe,  giving  them  moral  precepts  by 
which  to  live,  and  nurturing  them  in  spir¬ 
ituality  and  holiness  so  that  their  good¬ 
ness  is  exemplary,  influential,  and  even 
captivating. 

“Converted  and  transformed  persons 
are  the  only  means  for  the  rectification  of 
society  and  the  assurance  of  justice,  op¬ 
portunity.  and  happiness  for  all  God’s 
people.  . 
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Bishop  leads  anti-nuclear  service 


LIVERMORE,  Calif.  —  Amidst  crucifixion  symbols.  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Wilbur  W.  Y.  Choy  reads  a  statement  of  support  from  the  California- . 
Nevada  conference  cabinet  at  the  eighth  annual  Good  Friday 
worship/demonstration  at  Lawrence  Livermore  National  Laboratory.  The 
plant  is  a  major  location  for  nuclear  weapons  design.  Approximately  600 
persons  attended  the  ecumenical  march  and  service.  At  left  is  the  Rev.  Lee 
Williamson  of  Lynnewood  UMC  in  Pleasanton,  Calif. 
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‘Lack  of  unity’  troubles  delegates 

Survey  discloses  several  ‘key  indicators  of  disunity’ within  church 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

BALTIMORE  —  When  1,000  General 
Conference  delegates  arrived  here  early 
this  week,  most  harbored  deep  concerns 
about  a  lack  of  unity  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  according  to  a  survey 
of  the  delegates. 

And  many  feel  the  way  to  do  something 
about  disunity  is  to  impose  more  outside 
control  over  general  church  agencies, 
the  survey  shows. 

During  11  days  of  worship  and  legisla¬ 
tive  sessions,  the  delegates  —  half  of 
them  laypersons,  half  ministers  —  will 
try  to  give  direction  to  the  denomination 
for  the  next  four  years. 

The  delegates’  worries  about  frictions 
and  disunifying  forces  first  were  identi¬ 
fied  through  a  survey  taken  last  Decem¬ 
ber  by  the  General  Council  on  Ministries. 
A  recent  followup  survey  by  GCOM  gar¬ 
nered  responses  from  about  the  same 
number  (63  percent)  of  the  delegates.  It 
asked  about  apparent  causes  of  disunity. 

“A  large  number  of  delegates  cited  the 
issues  centering  in  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  as  one  of  the  key  indi¬ 
cators  of  disunity  today  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion,"  states  a  GCOM  summary  of  the 
survey  results. 

Also  cited  as  major  causes  of  disunity 
were  the  unofficial  Good  News  “evange¬ 
lical”  caucus,  the  Institute  on  Religion 
and  Democracy  and  other  similar 
groups. 

“A  major  focus  of  delegate  comments 
related  to  the  gulf  which  is  perceived  be¬ 
tween  the  local  church  and  other  seg¬ 
ments.  Many  felt  that  those  at  the  confer¬ 


ence  and  general  levels  of  the  church 
were  unresponsive  or  unconcerned  with 
the  vitality  and  life  of  the  local  church," 
the  GCOM  summary  states.  “As  a  conse¬ 
quence,  there  is  no  sense  of  a  shared 
vision  or  mission.  This  opinion  was  ex¬ 
pressed  with  considerable  feeling  by 
many  of  the  delegates. " 

Agency  accountability  sought 

Do  the  delegates  feel  they  can  do  any¬ 
thing  to  bring  about  more  unity  within 
the  church? 

The  GCOM  summary  says  the  survey 
"left  no  question  but  what  a  large  seg¬ 
ment  of  the  delegates  feel  one  way  to 
bring  unity  is  to  restrict  or  redefine  the 
powers  of  the  general  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies." 

Survey  responses  indicated  a  “clear 
call”  from  delegates  to  strengthen  the 
lines  of  accountability  to  General  Confer¬ 
ence  and  the  denomination.  Only  an  oc¬ 
casional  voice  was  heard  which  would 
favor  more  authority  or  control  over  the 
general  agencies,  the  GCOM  summary 
states. 

When  a  specific  agency  was  men¬ 
tioned,  it  usually  was  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  the  summary  says.  “A  few 
delegates  suggested  the  agency  be  re¬ 
structured.  A  few  others  recommended 
that  the  bishops  be  given  a  larger  role  in 
the  oversight  and  administration  of 
Global  Ministries. 

About  one-fifth  of  the  delegates 
brought  up  the  need  for  General  Confer¬ 
ence  to  provide  the  tone  and  direction  for 
the  church'. 


Conformity  not  sought 

Although  84  percent  of  the  delegates 
who  responded  spoke  of  the  need  for 
unity,  many  said  they  do  not  seek  con¬ 
formity. 

They  said  there  must  be  openness  and 
tolerance  to  hear  concerns  of  all  parties 
at  the  same  time  central  values  are  arti¬ 
culated  and  emphasized.  A  large  number 
said  they  want  General  Conference  to 


provide  the  forum  where  all  sides  can  be 
“openly  and  fruitfully  heard.”  Another 
commonly  expressed  desire  was  that  all 
members  rally  to  the  unity  of  the  church 
once  decisions  are  made. 

Only  about  eight  percent  indicated  a 
large  concern  about  unity,  and  that  divi¬ 
sions  within  such  a  large  denomination 
are  to  be  expected. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Delegates  set  aside  time 
for  conference  readiness 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
BALTIMORE  —  At  least  one  unidenti¬ 
fied  delegate  to  the  1980  General  Confer¬ 
ence  here  had  reserved  a  weekend  at  a 
United  Methodist  assembly  grounds  to 
have  time  alone  to  “review,  study  and 
pray  about  the  work  before  me." 

A  recent  survey  of  the  1,000  lay  and 
clergy  delegates  revealed  that  most  dele¬ 
gates  devoted  long  hours  to  study  and 
preparation  for  their  work  here. 

“What  was  clear  from  the  survey  re¬ 
sponses  (to  questions  about  preparation) 
is  that  the  delegates  are  taking  their  role 
seriously,”  according  to  a  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  report  about  its  survey 
(see  related  story  on  this  page. ) 

Many  delegates  approached  their  task 
with  a  disciplined  plan  of  preparation. 


One  delegate  set  aside  an  hour  per  day 
for  study  the  last  few  weeks. 

Another  began  in  mid-March  to  take 
one  day  a  week  “off  my  job  in  order  to 
thoroughly  review/read/digest  the  ma¬ 
terials  being  sent  out." 

Each  delegate  was  elected  through  a 
process  that  began  in  local  UM  congre¬ 
gations  and  was  completed  a  year  ago  in 
annual  conference  meetings.  Each  U.S 
delegate  represents  approximately 
10,000  church  members. 

"There  is  a  deep  concern  shown  by  the 
delegates  that  the  future  life  of  the  de¬ 
nomination  be  directed  by  a  shared 
consensus  about  God’s  will  for  a  people 
called  United  Methodists,”  the  GCOM 
summary  states. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


1984  Laity  Address: 


Speakers  emphasize  need  for  revitalization ,  cite 
lay/clergy  cooperation  in  mission  at  home  and  abroad 


By  STEPHEN  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

BALTIMORE  —  In  a  veiled  reference 
to  some  issues  dividing  United  Method¬ 
ists,  four  lay  persons  here  May  2  called 
upon  delegates  to  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  stop  “playing  little  games" 
and  get  on  with  the  needed  “revitaliza¬ 
tion”  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

That  in  a  nutshell  was  the  challenge 
posed  by  the  presenters  of  the  1984  Laity 
Address  in  a  four-part  speech  which 
touched  at  one  point  or  another  on  many 
of  the  sensitive  issues  facing  delegates  to 
this  year  General  Conference. 

The  1984  Laity  Address  was  only  the 
second  time  such  a  presentation  has  been 
made  at  a  General  Conference.  The  1976 
General  Conference  authorized  the  first 
address  to  be  given  in  1980  to  enable  laity 
to  make  their  views  known  to  the  church. 

In  1980,  General  Conference  delegates 
mandated  the  National  Association  of 
Conference  Lay  Leaders  to  prepare  this 
year’s  address.  The  lay  leaders'  associa¬ 
tion  subsequently  assembled  a  10-mem¬ 
ber  committee  reflecting  the  pluralism 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  to  under¬ 
take  that  task. 

Committee  member  Sue  Guzman,  a 
college  student  from  Madison, 


Wisconsin,  opened  the  presentation  by 
reminding  delegates  of  the  “continuing 
hemorrhage  of  church  membership." 

"Our  task  is  evangelism  —  free  of  any 
modifiers  such  as  ‘church  school’  or  ‘per¬ 
sonal’  or  ‘visitation’  or  ‘missional’  or 
‘pulpit’  or  ‘teaching.'  Just  plain  evange¬ 
lism.” 

That  task  should  begin,  said  Ms. 
Guzman,  with  every  lay  person  and  mini¬ 
ster  asking  three  questions: 

•Am  I  a  good  person? 

•Am  I  a  faithful  disciple? 

•Is  God  really  in  my  life? 

“Our  bedrock  needs,”  said  Ms.  Guz¬ 
man,  “are  personal  commitment  to  God 
and  a  determination  to  speak  and  act 
personally  for  Christ  in  society.” 

A  needed  way  of  meeting  the  challenge 
of  evangelism,  Ms.  Guzman  said,  is 
through  lay/clergy  cooperation  in  carry¬ 
ing  out  mission  activity  at  home  and 
abroad.  One  “important  tool"  in  that 
task,  he  continued,  is  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  connectionalism. 

Inclusiveness  emphasized 

Ramon  Lopez,  in  the  second  part  of  the 
address,  emphasized  the  need  to  promote 
inclusiveness  in  the  church  as  a  “mark  of 
Christian  discipleship.” 


“Christ  turns  no  one  away,”  said  Mr. 
Lopez  from  Corpus  Christ,  Texas.  There¬ 
fore,  the  United  Methodist  Church  must 
turn  no  one  away,  he  concluded. 

“In  our  United  Methodist  Church,  all 
are  welcome  into  membership,  and  ser¬ 
vice  without  distinction;  male  or  female, 
young  or  old,  married  or  single,  widowed 
or  divorced,  rich  or  poor,  red  or  yellow, 
black  or  white .  .  .  It  is  up  to  us  to  lea^n  to 
accept  and  love  one  another  as  we  are." 

Mr.  Lopez  suggested  specific  ways  the 
church  can  respond  to  the  challenge  of  in¬ 
clusiveness,  including  developing  new 
churches,  initiating  partnerships  be¬ 
tween  churches,  training  more  “multi¬ 
ethnic"  leadership,  and  promoting 
greater  acceptance  of  “open  itineracy." 
He  also  noted  that  there  are  “other  kinds 
of  diversity  in  our  church  than  the 
ethnic”  for  whom  the  church  must  con¬ 
tinue  to  develop  special  ministries  and 
forms  of  leadership. 

Peace  and  justice  cited 

Mai  Gray  from  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
presented  the  third  section  of  the  laity 
address  focusing  on  the  need  for  laity  to 
become  more  deeply  involved  in  mini¬ 
stries  of  peace  and  justice.  Doing  so  will 
require  challenging  the  economic  and  de¬ 


General  church  funds  fall  slightly, 
but  local  controversies  prove  costly 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

EVANSTON,  ILL.  —  Intra-church  con¬ 
troversies  and  protests  helped  cause  at 
least  three  United  Methodist  annual  con¬ 
ferences  last  year  to  pay  a  dramatically 
low  portion  of  their  assigned  share  of 
general-church  funds. 

But,  overall,  United  Methodists  during 
1983  paid  nearly  as  much  of  their  appor¬ 
tioned  "fair  share”  as  during  1982. 

It  is  through  payments  to  eight  general 
funds  that  United  Methodists  support  na¬ 
tional  and  world  missions,  general  pro¬ 
gram  agencies,  bishops,  the  “missional 
priority,"  black  colleges,  National  and 
World  Councils  of  churches,  seminaries 
and  their  students. 

Second  straight  drop 

The  73  annual  conferences  last  year 
paid  89.9  percent  of  the  money  requested 
for  the  eight  funds.  It  represented  the 
second  straight  drop  in  annual  percentage 
payments.  Recent  payments  have  been: 
1980  (  90.1%);  1981  (91.5%),  1982  (  90.6%). 

Gary  Bowen  of  the  church’s  general  fi¬ 
nance  council  said  he  feels  certain  one 
reason  for  the  decline  in  support  last 
year  was  the  considerable  controversy 
about  the  councils  of  churches  stirred  by 
public  media  reports. 

The  fund  which  provides  direct  United 
Methodist  support  to  the  councils  re¬ 
ceived  only  82.7  percent  of  what  was 
asked.  That  was  a  two  percentile  drop 
from  the  previous  year. 

Asked  if  a  one  percentile  drop  like  that 
in  the  eight-fund  total  is  large  enough  to 
be  considered  significant,  Mr.  Bowen 
said,  “Yes.  It's  quite  significant  when 
you  consider  that  one  percent  of  the  re¬ 
quested  $65  million  is  $650,000.  That’s 
about  as  big  as  the  total  budget  for  our 
smaller  agencies." 

(The  UMC’s  General  Conference  sets 
an  amount  for  each  fund  and  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  general  finance  council  appor¬ 
tions  a  “fair  share”  amount  that  each  an¬ 
nual  conference  is  expected  to  pay.  The 
conferences  and  their  districts  divide 
that  amount  into  apportionments  for 
each  local  church.) 

Protests  noted 

By  far  the  lowest  payment  of  appor¬ 


tionments  to  all  eight  funds  was  by  the 
North  Mississippi  Annual  Conference 
(63%). 

The  Rev.  E.  S.  Furr,  conference  coun¬ 
cil  on  ministries  director,  said  the  low 
payment  is  “definitely  related"  to  Mis¬ 
sissippi  United  Methodists'  anger  at  the 
way  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  engaged  in  social  action  in  Holmes 
County,  Miss. 

Before  the  long  controversy  concern¬ 
ing  a  black  former  mayor  there,  the 
North  Mississippi  Conference  was  pay¬ 
ing  more  than  80  percent  of  its  apportion¬ 
ment  for  World  Service,  Mr.  Furr  said. 
(World  Service  is  the  largest  of  the  funds 
and  supports  the  major  programs  of  the 
general  agencies.) 

North  Mississippi’s  payment  of  World 
Services  plummeted  last  year  to  51  per¬ 
cent. 

Mr.  Furr  said  he  is  hopeful  the  percent¬ 
age  will  rise  a  great  deal  this  year  as  ef¬ 
forts  are  being  made  for  the  conference 
and  Global  Ministries  to  work  cooper¬ 
atively:  “Several  congregations  are  say¬ 
ing  they’ll  pay  more  of  their  apportion¬ 
ments  this  year.” 

Rocky  Mountain  second 

The  (southern)  Mississippi  Annual 
Conference  payments  to  all  eight  funds 
fell  to  74  percent  during  1983. 

The  second  lowest  payment  (71% ) 
came  from  the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conference  where  several  congregations 
have  protested  their  bishop's  stance  on 
homosexuality  and  the  appointment  of  a 
minister  who  identified  himself  as  a  ho¬ 
mosexual. 

The  Rev.  Hal  Knudsen,  conference 
treasurer,  said  only  five  churches  boy¬ 
cotted  payment  of  all  apportionments  but 
that  some  others  reduced  their  pay¬ 
ments. 

Interestingly,  Rocky  Mountain  church¬ 
es’  payments  to  general  funds  appear  to 
be  higher  this  year  now  that  churches 
can  for  the  first  time  pay  to  them  without 
paying  to  conference  funds.  Before,  they 
were  lumped  together,  Mr.  Knudsen 
said. 

He  said  Rocky  Mountain  churches  tend 
to  send  as  much  in  voluntary  designated 
contributions  to  general  agencies  as  they 
fall  short  in  paying  their  apportioned 


amount  to  be  used  in  an  undesignated 
way  through  the  general  funds. 

The  third  lowest  payment  (74%)  in  the 
Maine  Annual  Conference  had  nothing  to 
do  with  controversies,  said  the  Rev.  Gil 
Swanson,  conference  treasurer. 

“We  haven’t  been  very  good  at  paying 
usually,  but  last  year  was  even  worse,” 
he  said.  “Our  economy  has  been  bad.  I 
think  low  payments  are  somewhat  typi¬ 
cal  of  the  Northeast.  We’ve  got  a  big 
stewardship  job  to  do.” 

Other  low  payments  as  indicated  in  a 
general  finance  council  report  came 
from  these  annual  conferences:  Alaba¬ 
ma-West  Florida  i(76%),  South  Carolina 
(77%),  Northern  New  York  (78%). 

Some  pay  100% 

Eight  annual  conferences  —  most  of 
them  among  the  smaller  ones  —  paid  at 
least  100  percent  of  what  they  were  asked 
for  support  of  general  church  efforts  in 
1983.  They  were: 

•  Red  Bird  Missionary  ( 103%) 

•  Alaska  Missionary  (100%) 

•  Central  Texas  ( 100% ) 

•  Missouri  West  (100%) 

•  New  Hampshire  ( 100%) 

•  North  Dakota  ( 100% ) 

•  Peninsula  ( 100% )  , 

•  Puerto  Rico  ( 100%) 

Mr.  Bowen  said  some  annual  confer¬ 
ences  have  such  a  commitment  to  paying 
all  they  are  expected  to  pay  that  they  use 
conference  funds  to  make  up  what  the  lo¬ 
cal  churches  don’t  give  directly.  Others 
ask  enough  of  each  local  church  so  if  they 
all  paid  100%,  the  total  would  amount  to 
more  than  100%  of  what  was  asked  of  the 
conference. 

Other  annual  conferences  which  paid 
nearly  all  they  were  asked  for  were: 
Western  North  Carolina  (99%),  South 
Dakota  (98%),  South  Indiana  (97%). 
Northern  Illinois  (96%),  Southern  Illinois 
(96%). 

When  annual  conferences'  payments 
were  grouped  by  region  of  the  country, 
the  percentages  of  giving  to  general 
church  funds  were  as  follows : 

1.  North  Central  Jurisdiction  (92%) 

2.  South  Central  Jurisdiction  (91%) 

3.  Western  Jurisdiction  (89%) 

4.  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  (88%) 

5.  Northeastern  Jurisdiction  (87%) 


fense  policies  of  the  present  government, 
she  said. 

“Our  defense  budget  is  turning  na¬ 
tional  plowshares  into  swords;  our  na¬ 
tion’s  social  allocations  are  bringing 
good  news  to  the  rich  at  the  expense  of 
the  poor." 

Ms.  Gray  cited  the  “nuclear  freeze” 
movement  as  one  arena  in  which  individ¬ 
ual  lay  people  have  raised  their  voices  in 
protest  of  threats  to  peace.  She  called 
upon  the  church  to  uphold  the  right  of 
such  persons  “to  dissent  under  the  con¬ 
straint  of  conscience,"  including  those 
who  refuse  military  service. 

Peacemaking  and  developing  skills  for 
resolving  conflict  must  begin  in  local 
churches,  added  Ms.  Gray.  “They  must 
become  centers  of  discussion  and  learn¬ 
ing  ..  .  We  must  aim  to  ‘study  war  no 
more.” 

Churches  must  also  be  “places  for 
listening”  to  the  “cries  of  the  weak  and 


powerless”  and  for  supporting  the  eradi¬ 
cation  of  prejudice  and  discrimination 
from  society,  she  concluded. 

Ministry  ‘excellence’  needed 

The  final  segment  of  the  address  was 
presented  by  Judge  I.  Taylor  Phillips, 
chairman  of  the  Laity  Address  Commit¬ 
tee,  who  stressed  the  need  for  lay  persons 
to  be  equipped  for  “excellence”  in  minis¬ 
try. 

“Excellence  is  the  expected  quality  of 
all  Christian  life  and  service,"  said  Mr. 
Phillips  “The  lay  ministry  is  no  excep¬ 
tion." 

The  state  judge  from  Macon,  Georgia, 
further  emphasized  that  no  one  form  of 
ministry  is  “more  excellent”  than  ano¬ 
ther  and  that  lay  and  clergy  ministers 
are  interdependent  and  not  competitive. 

Both  lay  and  clergy  have  taken  vows  — 
of  membership  and/or  ordination  —  to 
practice  the  “holy  habits"  of  worship, 


study  and  stewardship  through  partici¬ 
pation  in  all  aspects  of  the  church,  said 
Mr.  Phillips. 

He  recommended  that  churches  follow 
the  practice  of  John  Wesley  in  developing 
small  groups  for  study,  prayer  and  coun¬ 
selling  of  church  members.  He  said  that 
being  Christian  “calls  for  a  distinctive 
style  of  life  —  lives  of  service,  prayer  and 
study  reflect  devotion  to  Jesus  Christ  and 
make  His  presence  real  to  others." 

Mr.  Phillips  concluded  by  challenging 
the  church  to  question  whether  it  is  really 
making  full  use  of  its  laity. 

“The  church  has  not  yet  fully  carried 
out  its  task,"  he  said,  “because  it  has 
never  really  decided  what  it  wants  the 
laity  to  do  outside  of  a  caretaking  role  in 
the  church.  It  is  high  time  the  decision  is 
made  —  so  that  churches  may  be  faithful 
stewards,  making  full  use  of  the  diverse 
talents  of  their  lay  people.” 


As  a  group,  ministers  have 
a  lower  mortality  rate  than  most 
mortals. 

But  a  long  life  puts  special 
demands  on  your  life  insurance 
and  retirement  programs. 
Demands  that  most  insurance 
companies  can't  live  up  to. 

At  Ministers  Life,  we  see 
yourlongevity  as  avirtue.  Because 
we  insure  only  religious  profes¬ 
sionals,  we  can  offer  you  the  kind 


of  comprehensive  and  affordable 
coverage  your  longevity  should 
command. 

Furthermore,  we're  as  well- 
acquainted  with  your  life  style  as 
we  are  your  life  expectancy.  Our 
representatives  are  familiar  with 
all  the  special  requirements  and 
complexities  of  your  profession, 
including  your  unique  tax  status 
and  housing  situations.  And  they 
use  what  they  know  to  shepherd 


Ministers 


your  assets  wisely. 

Find  out  if  your  insurance 
and  retirement  programs  live  up 
to  your  special  needs.  Call  us  for 
a  free  financial  review.  There’s 
no  obligation  so  call  us  today  at 
1-800-328-6124,  ext.  246 
(In  Minnesota,  call  612-927-7131.) 

A#!  Ministers  Life 

A  W  mKKm  a  mutual  lile  insurance  company 
Mlntsters  Life  Bukftnfi,  Minneapolis.  Mwinesala  55416 
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1985-88  Priority: 


General  Conference  declares 
ethnic  church  emphasis  again 


New  Administrator  Named 
for  New  Orleans  Home 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Lafon 
Home,  New  Orleans,  recently  elected 
Edward  J.  I.ang  as  administrator.  The 
announcement  was  made  by  Dr.  Samuel 
W.  Walker,  chairman  of  the  board  and 
coordinator  of  the  building  program. 

The  Lafon  Home,  currently  under 
construction  at  4021  Cadillac  Street,  is 
scheduled  to  be  ready  for  occupancy  in 
the  immediate  future. 

Mr.  Lang  comes  to  his  new  administra¬ 
tive  duties  with  a  background  in  hospita¬ 
lization,  personnel  and  business  manage¬ 
ment,  government  regulations  and 
medical  records.  He  has  met  all  state 
requirements  as  a  nursing  home 
administrator 

A  registered  pharmacist,  he  has 
served  as  interim  administrator-coordi¬ 
nator  of  Flint-Goodridge  Hospital  in  New 
Orleans. 


Be  Careful  What  You  Say 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

BALTIMORE  —  The  churchwide 
“Missional  priority”  for  United  Method¬ 
ist  congregations  from  1985  through  1988 
once  again  will  be  the  development  and 
strengthening  of  ethnic  minority  congre¬ 
gations. 

Through  a  series  of  close,  suspense- 
filled  votes  Saturday  (see  story  below), 
the  denomination’s  highest  legislative 
body  chose  to  “continue  the  unfinished 
task.”  (Minority  churches  also  were 
designated  as  four-year  “missional 
priority”  in  1976  and  1980. ) 

The  action  Saturday  was  the  only  one 
taken  on  a  top  issue  during  the  first  week 
of  the  two-week  1984  General  Conference 
that  began  May  1. 

For  the  majority  of  local  United  Meth- 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BALTIMORE  —  Hundreds  of  specta¬ 
tors  along  with  delegates  were  hung  in 
suspense  through  an  hour  of  dramatic 
voting  on  the  choice  of  a  missional  prior¬ 
ity  1985-88  ( see  story  above ) . 

The  excitement  was  heightened  by  re¬ 
peated  applause  from  one  part  of  the 
audience:  a  gallery  of  more  than  200 
persons  who  sat  in  the  balcony  just  to  the 
right  of  the  front  of  the  delegates. 

Most  were  from  the  church’s  four  ethnic 
caucuses  and  staff  members  of  the  general 
program  agencies,  all  of  whom  supported 
a  minority  church  missional  priority. 

Every  delegate  who  spoke  in  favor  of 
that  proposal  and  each  phrase  spoken  in 
a  language  other  than  English  was  met 
with  vigorous  applause  from  the  “ethnic 
gallery." 

Tired  by  three  hours  of  dealing  with 
amendments  on  another  proposal, 
‘‘Church  Alive,”  delegates  cut  off  debate 
soon  after  starting  to  “perfect”  (con¬ 
sider  amendments  to)  the  minority 
church  proposal.  The  delegates  did  not 
debate  the  overall  merits  of  either  of  the 
two  proposals. 


BALTIMORE  —  Preaching  won  the 
day. 

That,  according  to  the  Rev.  Alan 
Waltz,  explained  the  dramatic  adoption 
by  General  Conference  delegates  here  of 
United  Methodism’s  “missional  prior¬ 
ity”  for  the  next  four  years  after  months 
of  debate  across  the  church  (see  related 
story  on  debate  and  decision  above ) 

“The  ‘Church  Alive'  proposal  (which 
came  from  Dr.  Waltz’s  agency,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries  and  was  not  ac¬ 
cepted)  was  presented  as  a  program 
from  a  general  church  agency."  said  Dr. 
Waltz.  “But  the  ethnic  church  priority 
\vas  ‘preached’  —  and  the  preaching 
won.” 

In  the  euphoria  that  followed  the 
“preaching”  by  the  proposal’s 
presenters  —  first  by  the  Rev.  Roy  Sano 
Of  the  Pacific  School  of  Religion  and  next 
by  the  Rev.  Ignacio  Castuera,  a  Los 
Angeles  district  superintendent  —  many 
delegates  called  the  adoption  of  the  pro¬ 
posal  —  formally  titled  “Developing  and 
Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  For  Witness  and  Mission  —  for  a 
third  consecutive  four-year  period  a 
welcome  development. 

“The  Lord  is  still  blessing,” 

"The  Lord  is  still  in  the  blessing  busi¬ 
ness  and  working  through  many  people," 
said  Betty  Henderson,  a  lay  delegate 
from  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  confer¬ 
ence  and  the  president  of  Black  Method¬ 
ists  for  Church  Renewal.  “Adopting  this 
priority  will  give  an  opportunity  to  com¬ 
plete  work  that  was  started  in  the 
previous  quadrennia.” 

Ms.  Henderson  also  suggested  that  the 
General  Conference  action  demonstrated 
that  “the  church  is  ready  for  change  and 
is  not  in  business  as  usual.” 


odist  churches,  the  main  request  made  of 
them  under  the  ethnic  church  proposal  is 
that  they  pay  their  apportioned  share  of  a 
$7  million  annual  fund.  Fifty  per  cent  of 
that  amount  will  be  administered  by 
general  church  agencies  and  50  per  cent 
will  be  retained  for  use  by  each  annual 
conference. 

That  money  will  be  used  primarily  to 
recruit,  train  and  supplement  the  sal¬ 
aries  of  ministers  and  to  repair  and  build 
facilities  of  the  ethnic  minority  churches. 

During  the  current  1981-84  minority 
missional  program,  the  annual  request  is 
for  $5  million,  70  percent  of  which  is 
administered  nationally  and  30  percent 
of  which  remains  in  the  annual  con¬ 
ferences. 

The  new  plan  also  asks  for  “grassroots 
cooperation”  between  white  and  minor - 


The  first  vote  by  raising  hands  was  too 
close  to’call. 

Bishop  Wayne  Clymer  of  the  Iowa 
Area,  as  presiding  officer  of  that  session, 
asked  for  a  standing  vote  after  which  he 
declared  the  minority  church  proposal 
defeated. 

Delegates  called  for  a  count/vote. 

A  tally  by  tellers  on  the  floor  during  a 
second  standing  vote  delivered  a  count  of 
533-522  in  favor  of  the  ethnic  minority 
local  church  proposal. 

As  soon  as  Bishop  Clymer  announced 
the  vote,  the  gallery  and  many  delega¬ 
tions  erupted  in  cheers.  “Thank  you, 
Jesus,”  shrieked  one  woman  in  the 
gallery. 

But  Bishop  Clymer’s  voice  cut  through 
the  din:  “The  chair  declares  this  vote 
invalid.  There  are  only  1,000  delegates." 

The  tellers  had  counted  1,055  votes. 

More  than  the  necessary  one-third  of 
the  delegates  then  called  for  a  written 
count.  A  loud  moan  came  from  the 
gallery,  suggesting  that  some  persons 
were  afraid  a  number  of  delegates  might 
vote  against  the  minority  church  pro¬ 
posal  if  not  held  accountable  by  having  to 


Not  everyone  agreed  with  that  assess¬ 
ment.  Mrs.  Delight  Wier,  a  lay  delegate 
from  the  Central  Illinois  conference,  said 
that  the  church  is  “beating  a  dead  horse 
by  adopting  an  ethnic  minority  local 
church  priority  for  the  third  time." 

According  to  Mrs.  Wier,  “It  shows  that 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  not  as  far 
to  the  right  as  some  of  us  thought  it  was.  I 
was  surprised  and  disappointed." 

One  observer  suggested  that  “the  air 
had  gone  out  of  ‘Church  Alive’  even 
before  the  delegates  arrived  in  Balti¬ 
more.”  Another  pointed  to  a  well-coordi¬ 
nated  strategy  by  many  of  the  church’s 
minority  caucuses  as  the  principal  factor 
in  the  adopted  priority’s  success. 

But  in  a  bit  of  irony,  the  Rev.  Benjamin 
Ward,  a  BMCR-aligned  visitor  from  Mil¬ 
waukee,  said  that  adoption  of  the  pro¬ 
posal  “shows  that  the  church  is  alive  — 
and  thinking.  It  gives  us  hope  that  the 
rainbow  people  in  the  UMC  will  lead  us  to 
become  a  truly  inclusive  church." 

Ethnics  claim  ownership 

If  the  “new”  priority  is  to  be  successful 
in  that  task,  it  may  be  partly  the  result  of 
what  one  pastor,  the  Rev.  Oscar  O. 
Garza,  of  the  Rio  Grande  Conference 
sees  as  its  most  practical  implication. 

“Ethnics  now  can  claim  ownership  in 
the  priority  apart  from  any  connection 
with  the  General  Council  on  Ministries," 
said  Mr.  Garza.  “It’s  ours." 

“Symbolically,”  added  Dr.  Kenneth 
Engleman,  “the  adoption  of  the  ethnic 
church  priority  is  going  to  mean  a  lot.  It 
says  to  the  global  church  that  we  realize 
our  need  as  a  church  to  hear  how  others 
read  the  gospel.  ’’ 

However  the  director  of  the  Wisconsin 
conference  Council  on  Ministries 
expressed  the  concern  that  “lethargy” 
on  the  part  of  some  church  members 
could  again  inhibit  the  success  of  the 
newly-adopted  program. 


ity  churches  in  study  and  mission 
projects. 

Broader  plan  rejected 

In  speaking  against  continuing  the 
minority  church  program  another  four 
years,  the  Rev.  Bruce  Blake  of  the 
Kansas  West  Annual  Conference  said 
there  has  been  "severe  criticism  for  the 
last  eight  years”  that  non-minority  UM 
congregations  are  given  few  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  become  involved  other  than  to  be 
an  “agent  for  funding." 

He  spoke  in  favor  of  a  broader 
“missional  priority”  proposal  entitled 
“The  Church  Alive:  An  Inclusive 
Church  for  a  Just  Society.”  It  would  have 
included  a  strong  minority  church  em¬ 
phasis  but  it  also  would  have  stressed 
starting  new  congregations  and  revital- 


stand  up. 

The  debate  had  begun  at  9:30  a.m.  At 
12:50  after  Bishop  Clymer  reminded 
certain  persons  on  the  floor  that  they 
were  ineligible  to  vote,  balloting  ceased. 

After  25  minutes  of  tense  waiting  while 
other  business  was  conducted,  Bishop 
Clymer  announced  the  count:  538-431  in 
favor  of  substituting  the  ethnic  minority 
local  church  proposal  for  the  "Church 
Alive"  proposals. 

A  jubilant  gallery  again  sprang  to  their 
feet.  Despite  concerns  by  some  persons 
that  the  final  vote  to  make  the  minority 
church  plan  the  1985-88  missional  priority 
would  get  a  badly  split  vote,  the  final  sub¬ 
stituted  proposal  received  an  overwhelm¬ 
ing  majority  in  a  quick  raised-hand  vote. 

On  Friday  night,  May  4,  the  caucuses' 
leaders  had  met  in  a  cramped,  dirty  stor¬ 
age  room  in  the  basement  of  the  civic 
center.  They  planned  their  strategy, 
formed  a  circle,  prayed  to  God  for  assist¬ 
ance  and  felt  they  got  an  answer  to 
prayer  far  up  in  the  auditorium  the  next 
day,  said  the  Rev.  Zan  Holmes  of  the 
North  Texas  Annual  Conference. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Dr.  James  C.  Logan,  theology  pro¬ 
fessor  at  United  Methodist-related 
Wesley  Seminary  in  nearby  Washington, 
said  that  he  was  against  the  “Church 
Alive”  proposal  “because  it  was  calling 
us  to  be  what  we  already  are  called  to  be 
as  the  church  —  alive." 

“I  think  that  the  priority  that  we 
adopted  was  developed  responsibly  and 
is  theologically  sound,"  said  Dr.  Logan, 
who  is  also  a  clergy  delegate  from  the 
Virginia  Annual  Conference. 

Some  delegates  expressed  exaspera¬ 
tion,  not  with  the  adoption  of  the  EMLC 
priority  but  with  the  parliamentary  pro¬ 
cedures  which,  in  effect,  foreclosed  any 
possibility  of  discussing  either  the  entire 
“Church  Alive”  proposal  or  the  entire 
ethnic  church  proposal  in  legislative 
committees,  and  again  on  the  main  floor 
of  the  General  Conference. 

Dr.  Norman  Dewire,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
which  developed  the  defeated  “Church 
Alive”  proposal  and  whose  agency  is  now 
charged  with  overseeing  the  ethnic 
church  priority’s  implementation  was 
philosophical  about  the  outcome  of  the 
General  Conference’s  action. 

‘Conference  has  spoken’ 

“GCOM  did  its  best  work  to  combine 
the  thrust  of  the  Bicentennial,  church 
development  concerns,  and  ethnic 
minority  church  issues.  But  General  Con¬ 
ference  has  spoken,  and  we  accept  the 
responsibility  to  implement  its  decision. 

Dr.  Dewire  expressed  some  concern 
about  the  declining  support  for  EMLC 
priority  in  previous  years.  But  he  added 
that  the  adopted  program  provides  some 
new  elements  which  will  “challenge"  his 
agency  to  “look  at  it  creatively  and  to 
give  it  a  new  thrust. 

“We  think  we  can  work  with  the  new 
program  as  it  has  been  given  to  us,"  Dr 
Dewire  said. 


izing  congregations  in  white  communi¬ 
ties. 

Also  in  “Church  Alive"  was  a  plan  to 
involve  every  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gation  in  local  ministries  working  toward 
justice  and  peace. 

“Church  Alive"  was  developed  over 
three-year  period  by  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  which  is  responsible  for 
creating  such  plans  for  consideration  by 
the  once-every-four-years  General  Con¬ 
ferences. 

“Church  Alive”  was  approved  60-28 
without  debate  in  its  General  Conference 
legislative  committee.  The  minority 
church  proposal  was  not  discussed  in  the 
legislative  committee,  nor  were  the  spe- 
cflics  of  it  discussed  in  the  Saturday  ses¬ 
sion  of  all  delegates  in  which  it  was  ap¬ 
proved  in  place  of  “Church  Alive.” 

Symbolism  extolled 

Many  General  Conference  delegates 
ejnphasized  symbolism  over  details  dur¬ 
ing  a  three-hour  debate  on  amendments 
to  “Church  Alive”  and  the  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  local  church  proposal. 

‘We  have  a  symbol  here  with  the 
ethnic  minority  local  church  program," 
argued  Judge  Woodrow  Seals,  a  lay  dele¬ 
gate  from  the  Texas  Annual  Conference. 

Continuing  that  program  will  show  that 
the  UMC  recognizes  that  the  world  and 
the  United  States  are  becoming  less  and 
less  Anglo-Saxon.  “They  (non-whites) 
need  the  Wesleyan  tradition.  We  should 
give  it  to  them. 

“This  symbol  that  ‘We  want  you  to  be¬ 
come  part  of  the  Wesleyan  tradition’  is 
very  important  because  the  church  lives 
by  symbolism,"  Judge  Seals  said. 

“This  little  catchy  phrase,  ‘Church 
Alive.’  won’t  make  anything  alive."  The 
task  of  bringing  a  local  church  to  life  is 
the  task  of  all  lay  people  and  shouldn’t 
need  a  church-wide  program,  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Roy  Sano  of  the  Calif ornia- 
Nevada  Annual  Conference  said  the 
UMC  needs  a  lot  more  minority  mem¬ 
bers  if  it  is  to  be  able  to  relate  to  a  world¬ 
wide  Christian  church  that  soon  will  be 
dominated  by  non-white  members  and 
leaders. 

He  said  the  U.S.  population  is  17 
percent  ethnic,  while  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  membership  is  only  five  percent 
ethnic.  “We  have  a  lot  of  catching  up  to 
do,"  said  Dr.  Sano,  one  author  of  the  ap¬ 
proved  ethnic  minority  church  proposal. 

The  Rev.  Ignacio  Castuera  of  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  issued  a  final  plea  to  delegates, 
noting  that  the  date.  May  5,  marked  the 
122nd  anniversary  of  the  victory  of  Mexi¬ 
cans  over  the  French  at  Puebla.  “I  call 
for  a  great  victory  of  the  Spirit  here  on 
this  Cinco  de  Mayo.  ” 

Dr.  Sano  told  the  Reporter  the  main 
differences  in  the  plan  for  1985-88  over 
the  current  program  are  suggestions  to 
local  churches  and  conferences  con¬ 
tained  in  an  “Operational  Guide"  and 
previously  cited  finance  element.  Also, 
there  are  these: 

•  The  General  Board  of  Church  will  get 
a  significantly  higher  percentage  of 
agency  money  so  it  can  help  churches  get 
involved  in  actions  supporting  human 
rights,  particularly  for  refugees  and  for 
legal  and  illegal  immigrants. 

•  The  operational  guide  puts  more  em¬ 
phasis  on  churches  being  sensitive  to 
women's  and  justice  issues. 

The  program  will  be  coordinated  by  a 
Missional  Priority  Coordinating  Com¬ 
mittee  related  to  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries.  It  will  be  composed  primarily 
of  representatives  from  the  ethnic  cau¬ 
cuses  and  general  program  agencies  and 
commissions.  This  coordination  is 
similar  to  current  procedures. 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 
James  3:1-10, 13-18 

Ronald  Scholosser,  the  director  of 
American  Baptist  Films,  tells  of  a  legend 
about  a  king  who  sent  a  wise  man 
throughout  the  entire  land  to  determine 
what  was  the  most  valuable  thing  in  all  of 
the  kingdom.  After  a  year  the  wise  man 
returned  with  the  startling  decision  that 
the  most  valuable  tiling  of  all  was  the 
human  tongue.  The  king  immediately 
sent  him  away  again,  this  time  with 
instructions  to  find  the  worst  thing  in  the 
kingdom.  The  worst  thing,  according  to 
the  wise  man’s  report,  was  the  human 
tongue. 

As  with  so  many  things,  it’s  the  use  to 
which  we  put  something  that  determines 
the  goodness  or  the  evil  nature  of  it.  It’s 
how  we  use  our  tongues  that  determines 
whether  our  witness  is  good  or  bad. 

Today  we  have  two  sections  of 
scripture  from  the  same  chapter,  one 
dealing  with  being  careful  what  one  says 
and  the  other  with  the  nature  of  true 
wisdom.  We  touched  on  the  nature  of 
wisdom  two  weeks  ago  but  today  we  add 
some  character  and  specificity  to  wisdom, 
especially  when  we  contrast  the  "wisdom 
from  above”  with  “earthly"  wisdom. 

Some  have  said  that  James  seems  to 
contradict  some  of  Paul’s  teachings, 
especially  when  considering  faith  and 
works.  However,  if  we  keep  in  mind  that 
James  is  writing  to  stir  the  early 
Christians  out  of  a  complacency  already 
beginning  to  grow  in  the  young  churches, 
we  can  see  that,  perhaps,  James  is 
writing  to  supplement  or  complement 
what  Paul  had  to  say 

James  begins  by  giving  a  warning  to 
those  persons  wrho  would  want  to  become 
teachers.  Teaching  is  a  very  demanding 
profession;  it  was  held  very  high  in 
Judaism,  for  everyone  was  taught  the 
faith  and  this  teaching  was  extremely 
important.  Christians  who  taught  would 
be  looked  upon  with  at  least  as  much 


BALTIMORE  (UMNS)  -  “If  John 
Wesley  and  Francis  Asbury  were  here 
today,  what  would  they  think  of  us? 

They  would  bemoan  the  sloth  and  lazi¬ 
ness  of  some  United  Methodist  preachers 
but  would  praise  the  devotion  and  sacri¬ 
fice  of  the  majority  of  ordained  clergy 
and  the  loyalty  and  commitment  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  laity. 

Bishop  Jack  Tuell  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  Los  Angeles  Area  drew  these  con¬ 
clusions  in  a  sermon  delivered  to  the 
General  Conference  here  last  week.  He 
said  the  founding  parents  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  movement  would  be  appalled  by  the 
“pervasive  sloth  and  laziness  of  some 
preachers." 

“There  are  a  certain  number  of  clergy 
with  guaranteed  appointments  and 
certain  other  safeguards  who  can  get 


critical  analysis  and  would  be  more 
severely  judged  than  persons  of  lesser 
intellectual  abilities. 

He  continues,  writing  of  the 
importance  of  small  guidance  systems  — 
the  bit  in  the  horse’s  mouth,  the  tiny 
rudder  which  steers  the  large  ship,  etc. 
“So  the  tongue  is  a  little  member  and 
boasts  of  great  things.  How  great  a  forest 
is  set  ablaze  by  a  small  fire!”  “And  the 
tongue  is  a  fire  .  .  ." 

In  the  second  section  of  scripture, 
James  reminds  us  of  his  recurring  theme 
of  wisdom.  Wisdom  can  be  earthly, 
unspiritual,  evil  if  it  does  not  come  from 
God.  But,  if  it  comes  from  God,  then  it  is 
“pure"  (free  from  moral  imperfection), 
“peaceable"  (devoid  of  any  jealousy, 
envy  or  selfishness),  “gentle"  (the 
restrained  power  of  a  beneficient  ruler), 
“open  to  reason"  (able  to  listen  to  other 
points  of  view),  “full  of  mercy  and  good 
fruits”  (acts  of  genuine  kindness), 
“without  uncertainty  or  insincerity” 
(self-explanatory,  I  believe).  “And  the 
harvest  of  righteousness  is  sown  in  peace 
by  those  who  make  peace"  (peace¬ 
making  is  the  antithesis  of  selfishness, 
self-centeredness,  blind  ambition, 
jealousy  and  envy.  Righteousness  is  the 
reward  given  the  peacemaker. ) 

Now,  just  a  thought  or  two  about  the 
spoken  word.  Who  among  us  has  never 
said  something  he/she  regrets  having 
said?  How  does  one  go  about  erasing 
what  has  been  spoken?  We  all  recognize 
the  power  of  speech,  how  charismatic 
men  can  move  nations  to  action  —  both 
good  and  bad  actions  —  by  their  dynamic 
speech.  So,  once  again,  the  ability  to 
speak  is  not  an  evil  thing  —  it's  good.  It’s 
how  we  use  our  ability  to  speak  that 
sometimes  causes  hurt,  misun¬ 
derstandings,  alienations,  wars.  We 
humans  saturate  the  world  with  our 
words.  Drawing  upon  the  wisdom  which 
is  of  God,  let  us  resolve  that,  if  our 
tongues  are  to  be  a  fire,  let  the  fire  be 
good  and  not  evil.  Let  it  be  for  and  not 
against  Christ  and  our  Christian 
convictions. 


away  with  doing  nothing  —  and  some 
do,”  he  said. 

The  bishop  recalled  that  200  years  ago 
this  month,  John  Wesley  walked  12.5 
miles  to  a  Scottish  village  to  preach,  even 
as  he  approached  his  8lst  birthday.  At 
that  same  time,  Francis  Asbury.  travel¬ 
ing  in  America,  received  word  from  his 
family  in  England  after  seven  years. 

“Theirs  were  lives  totally  committed 
to  Christ,"  the  bishop  said,  “while  we’re 
in  danger  of  losing  our  sense  of  servant- 
hood  and  sacrifice." 

Bishop  Tuell  speculated  that 
Methodism’s  founders  would  decry 
numerous  developments  in  United  Meth¬ 
odism  today,  including: 

•  The  tendency  by  persons  on  general 
boards  and  agencies  to  spend  “vast 
amounts  of  time,  energy  and  money  pro¬ 
tecting  their  turf.” 

•  The  pomp  and  circumstance  with 
which  the  church  sometime  treats  its 
leaders, 

•  The  “flabbiness  of  disciplines," 
which  is  pervasive  among  both  UM 
clergy  and  laity. 

Bishop  Tuell  also  criticized  the  paltry 
financial  commitment  of  United  Method¬ 
ists.  While  their  per  capita  income  is 
rising  sharply,  he  said.  United  Method¬ 
ists  gave  only  2  percent  of  their  income  to 
the  church  in  1982.  “What  ever  happened 
to  tithing?  ’’  Bishop  Tuell  asked. 

At  the  same  time.  Bishop  Tuell  said 
that  Wesley  and  Asbury  would  rejoice  in 
the  many  “garden-variety"  ministers 
who  “just  work  lovingly,  giving  of  him¬ 
self  or  herself  day  in  and  day  out.” 

The  spread  of  the  Gospel  by  United 
Methodists  around  the  world  also  would 
make  Wesley  and  Asbury  proud  of  their 
progeny.  Bishop  Tuell  said 

“I  think  they  would  say  God  bless  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,"  he  said  and 
was  met  by  cheers  and  applause.  "And 
may  they  go  on  to  perfection,"  he  added, 
producing  more  applause. 

The  bishop  further  praised  the 
church’s  unswerving  commitment  to 
both  the  spiritual  and  social  dimensions 
of  Christian  life.  “Both  Wesley  and 
Asbury  believed  with  all  their  heart  and 
soul  and  strength  that  the  gospel  was 
God’s  Good  News  for  the  whole  creation. 
They  would  rejoice  that  we  have  not 
given  that  up,  "  Bishop  Tuell  said. 


Communion  service  opens  conference 


BALTIMORE  —  Bishops  leading  the  opening  communion  service  were,  from  left. 
Bishop  George  Bashore  ol  Boston,  Bishop  James  Ault  of  Pittsburgh.  Bishop  James 
Thoma;  of  Canton,  Ohio.  Bishop  Marjorie  Matthews  of  Sun  Prairie.  Wisconsin,  and 
Bishop  Wilbur  Cho>  of  San  Francisco.  kki*ohtkkst\h  photo  iiy  ihinsmxi  i 


BALTIMORE  —  Announcement  of  a  majority  vote 
for  continuing  the  missional  priority  for  developing  and 


strengthening  the  ethnic  minority  local  church  stirs 
supporters  to  their  feet.  staff  photo  by  dan  j.  louis 


Vote  drama  draws  jubilation  from  crowd 


Many  welcome  continued  priority 

By  STEPHEN  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 


Bishop  eyes  Methodists 
alongside  Wesley,  Asbury 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Pastoral  Letter  from  the  Council  of  Bishops 


EDITORS  NOTE:  The  Pastoral  letter  which 
follows  was  adopted  May  3  by  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  in  response  to  the  bishops'  Con¬ 
ciliar  Review  Committee  report  (see  UMR,  May  4). 

3  May  1984 

Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers  in  Christ: 

Greetings  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
from  the  Council  of  Bishops  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  We  affirm  our  love  for  you  and  the  whole 
Church  and  ask  you  to  pray  for  us  as  we,  under  the 
leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  seek  God’s  will  for  that 
part  of  the  Church  Universal  called  United  Meth¬ 
odist. 

The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  speak  a  word  of 
clarity  on  the  relationship  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  to  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 
Deep  concerns  have  been  articles  by  Reader's  Digest 
in  1982  and  1983,  and  the  airing  of  a  segment  of  the 
CBS  “60  Minutes”  program,  all  of  which  alleged  that 
some  World  and  National  Councils  of  Churches' 
programs  were  being  used  for  the  advancement  of 
political  and  social  causes  not  in  harmony  with  the 
Gospel. 

As  a  direct  result  of  the  concerns  among  many  of 
our  people  generated  by  those  allegations,  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops,  in  May  1983,  formed  a  committee  of 
nine  of  its  own  members  to  review  the  allegations 
made.  The  committee  spent  a  year  in  intensive  study, 
met  with  leaders  of  groups  which  have  criticized  the 
Councils  of  Churches  and  with  the  highest  level  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  all  agencies  concerned,  including  the 
sending  of  a  research  team  to  Geneva,  Switzerland,  to 
gather  information  not  readily  available  in  the  U.  S. 
The  findings  were  submitted  to  the  Council  of  Bishops 
in  Wilmington,  Delaware,  on  April  24-27, 1984. 

The  full  report  is  available  to  you  from  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  (201  Eighth  Avenue, 
South,  P.  O.  Box  801,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202).  It 
is  entitled  “Report  of  the  Conciliar  Review  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,"  and  its  cost  is  $5.00 
per  copy. 

The  study  carefully  examines  the  financial 
accountability  of  both  the  World  and  National  Coun¬ 
cils  of  Churches.  It  reviews  many  of  the  allegations 
made  in  one  or  more  of  the  media,  including  the 
alleged  purchase  of  guns  and  other  related  efforts 
through  the  “Special  Fund  to  Combat  Racism.” 
The  report  identifies  inadequate  procedures  of 
accountability  to  the  member  denominations  around 
programming  decisions.  It  contains  specific  recom¬ 
mendations  to  the  Council  of  Bishops  as  to  how  over¬ 
all  accountability  can  be  improved. 

I.  Several  of  the  more  important  findings  and  con¬ 
clusions  follow. 

a.  Our  United  Methodist  commitment  to  ecumeni¬ 
cal  cooperation  with  other  Christian  churches  is  root¬ 
ed  in  the  Biblical  witness,  in  our  Wesleyan  heritage, 
and  in  our  basic  church  law.  Even  some  of  the  critics 
of  the  World  and  National  Councils  of  Churches  com¬ 
mend  our  continued  participation  in  them. 

b.  While  most  ministries  in  which  we  engage  with 
other  Christian  churches  through  the  World  and  Na¬ 
tional  Councils  of  Churches  command  wide  support, 
there  are  concerns  regarding  administrative  and  pro- 
gramatic  activities  and  governance  procedures  of  the 
Councils  which  merit  our  attention  and  remedial 
efforts. 

c.  No  offerings,  either  regular  or  general,  taken  in 
our  churches  were  used  to  support  the  “Special  Fund 
to  Combat  Racism.”  Neither  is  there  any  evidence 


that  funds  from  the  "Special  Fund  to  Combat  Ra¬ 
cism”  were  used  to  purchase  arms. 

d.  The  World  and  National  Councils  of  Churches 
have  acted  within  the  parameters  of  their  stated 
mission  and  by-laws. 

e.  There  are  some  problems  around  accountability 
processes  and  a  need  for  some  procedures  both  in  the 
Councils  and  in  our  United  Methodist  agencies 
related  to  them  which  will  increase  accountability, 
understanding  and  support  in  our  local  churches. 

f.  Better  methods  of  mutual  communication  and 
interpretation  must  be  developed  between  the  World 
and  National  Councils  of  Churches,  those  who 
represent  us  in  these  bodies  and  United  Methodists  in 
our  local  churches. 

g.  There  is  need  for  a  stronger  leadership  role  in 
both  of  the  ecumenical  organizations  by  those  elected 
or  appointed  to  governing  boards  and  by  the  Bishops 
who  are,  by  definition  of  The  Book  of  Discipline,  the 
chief  ecumenical  officers  of  our  church. 

h.  None  of  the  allegations  made  by  either  Reader's 
Digest  or  “60  Minutes,”  nor  the  needs  for 
improvement  identified  by  the  committee,  are 
sufficient  to  justify  the  withdrawal  of  our 
denomination  from  the  World  and  National  Councils 
of  Churches  nor  the  termination  of  their  support  by 
our  local  churches. 

We  are  encouraged  by  the  spirit  of  concern  and 
cooperation  which  we  are  told  characterized  the 
conversations  held  by  our  committee  members  and 
the  leaders  of  the  World  and  National  Councils  of 
Churches.  We  believe  they  are  committed  to  the  tasks 
of  improving  the  processes  of  accountability  with 
member  denominations,  communication  and 
interpretation,  and  faithful  witness. 

II.  Therefore,  we  call  all  of  our  people  to  an 
informed  and  responsible  involvement  in  all  the 
levels  of  ecumenism  —  local,  state,  national,  and 
world.  This  involvement  must  take  place  in  a  world 
community  with  varying  social  and  political  systems 
and  within  the  theological  diversity  present  in  our 
denomination.  To  fulfill  our  ecumenical  calling  and  to 
resolve  the  current  tensions  surrounding  it,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  at  all  levels  must  address 
itself  to  such  issues  as : 

1  The  proper  role  of  the  church  in  social  action,  as 
teacher  and/or  actor. 

2.  The  issue  of  how  the  church  engages  in  service  to 
meet  humanitarian  needs  of  peoples  living  under 
socialist,  communist  and  other  non-western 
democratic  systems.  (We  note  that  this  should  not  be 
a  problem  for  United  Methodists  since  we  have 
Annual  Conferences  existing  in  many  socialist  and 
communist  countries,  and  these  conferences  are 
effective  and  growing  witnesses  to  the  power  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. ) 

3.  The  necessity  for  the  church  to  deal  with 
diversity  and  to  include  differing  viewpoints  within 
its  life. 

4.  The  issue  of  how  to  give  people  a  sense  of 
participation  and  ownership  in  decisions  taken  in  a 
large  and  diverse  denomination. 

5.  The  issue  of  how  and  what  kinds  of 
accommodations  are  acceptable  to  United  Methodist 
people  if  we  are  to  work  with  others  in  our 
ecumenical  relationships. 

III.  The  Council  of  Bishops  has  established  a 
Special  Committee  on  Ecumenical  Activities  and 
Relationships  composed  of  Bishop  Paul  A.  Duffey, 
Secretary  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  chairperson;  and 
Bishops  Edsel  A.  Ammons,  James  M.  Ault,  Emerito 
P.  Nacpil,  John  W.  Russell,  F.  Herbert  Skeete,  and 


Jack  M.  Tuell.  The  committee  is  charged  with  the 
following  responsibilities: 

a.  To  review  with  care  all  of  the  nominations  and 
assignments  of  persons  to  membership  on  all  of  the 
ecumenical  agencies  for  which  the  Council  of  Bishops 
has  such  responsibility; 

b.  To  oversee  all  United  Methodist  memberships 
and  appointments  to  ecumenical  agencies  including 
the  cognate  units  of  the  World  Council  and  the 
National  Council  of  Churches ; 

c.  To  develop  procedures  to  enhance  the 
accountability  of  United  Methodists  who  serve  as 
members  of  the  World  and  National  Council  of 
Churches’  governing  units  including  the  program 
units  and  sub-units; 

d.  To  oversee  the  financial  and  other  disclosure 
procedures  of  the  World  Council  and  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  The  purpose  of  such  oversight 
would  be  to  assure  that  both  adequate  disclosure  of 
fiscal  activity  is  made  and  support  for  the  Councils  is 
assured  and  that  the  information  is  provided  in  such  a 
way  that  it  is  able  to  be  used  to  inform  United 
Methodists  throughout  the  connection  ; 

e.  To  asist  the  Council  of  Bishops  to  be  informed 
concerning  the  key  issues  relating  to  the  major  ecu¬ 
menical  bodies  and  to  develop  avenues  by  which  the 
concerns  and  positions  on  ecumenical  issues  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  can  be  made  known  to  United 
Methodists  and  to  the  ecumenical  agencies ; 

f.  To  seek  to  clarify  with  the  ecumenical  agencies 
the  issue  of  how  the  positions  of  our  denomination  are 
represented  in  the  various  ecumenical  arenas  in 
which  we  participate  and,  in  the  light  of  its  exper¬ 
ience,  make  recommendations  for  the  resolution  of 
any  problems  it  finds; 

g.  To  be  receptive  to  the  concerns  of  our  consti¬ 
tuency  regarding  the  fulfillment  of  our  ecumenical 
participation.  To  this  end,  the  committee  will  be  open 
to  receiving  from  the  United  Methodist  constituency 
requests  for  clarification  and  other  inquiries,  as  well 
as  suggestions  for  improvement  of  our  ecumenical 
witness,  and  will  refer  such  inquiries,  suggestions, 
etc.,  to  the  appropriate  agencies  for  response.  The 
committee  will  hold  these  agencies  accountable  for 
their  response. 

h.  To  work  with  and  call  upon  the  resources  of  the 
General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interre¬ 
ligious  Concerns  in  fulfilling  these  responsibilities. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  stands  as  one  of  the  few 
places  where  people  in  all  their  diversity  meet,  learn 
to  trust  one  another,  gain  greater  appreciation  of 
their  differences,  and  experience  what  it  is  to  be  one, 
and  yet  not  the  same.  Doctrines  and  attitudes  of  ex¬ 
clusiveness  are  dividing  and  terrorizing  the  world. 
We  are  called  to  be  reconcilers  in  the  name  and  spirit 
of  Jesus  Christ  who  is  our  peace  and  who  came  to 
break  down  every  dividing  wall  of  hostility  and  to 
create  one  new  people  for  himself. 

It  is  our  desire  to  share  with  you,  our  pastors  and 
fellow-teachers,  and  with  all  of  our  people,  the  es¬ 
sence  of  our  findings  and  recommendations.  We  com¬ 
mend  to  you  the  full  text  of  our  study,  and  solicit  your 
help  in  interpreting  the  commitment  we  have  as 
United  Methodists  to  ecumenical  cooperation 
through  the  World  and  National  Councils  of 
Churches.  We  further  request  that  this  Pastoral  Let¬ 
ter  be  shared  with  your  congregations. 

Your  Sister  and  Brothers 
of  the  Council  of  Bishops 
Janies  S.  Thomas,  President 
James  M.  Ault,  Secretary 


MAY  11, 1984 

Member  ranks  swell 


as  Africans 

By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

BALTIMORE  —  United  Methodism 
added  10  bicycling  preachers  and  12,000 
members  this  week  at  the  1984  General 
Conference  when  it  admitted  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Episcopal  Church  of  Burundi. 

The  other  150  ministers  in  the  new  UM 
Burundi  Annual  Conference  in  central 
Africa  travel  on  foot  —  up  to  10  miles 
each  Sunday  to  preach  in  crude  huts. 
Only  the  bishop,  John  Alfred 
Ndoricimpa,  has  a  car  to  reach  the  150- 
odd  churches  scattered  around  the 
densely-forested  inland  country. 

Acceptance  in  the  9.4  million  member 
denomination  came  three  years  after 
Bishop  Ndoricimpa  cohtacted  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  about  affiliating  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Steps  to  affiliate  were  taken  after 
Burundian  church  members  decided  to 
identify  formally  with  their  Wesleyan 
roots,  the  bishop  said. 

He’s  hoping  the  United  Methodist 
Church  can  help  its  newest  members 
tackle  the  problems  they  face  living  in  a 
relatively  primitive  counry. 

Disease  is  prevelant,  and  few  of  his 
parishioners  have  more  than  four  years 
of  education,  he  said.  Only  two  of  the 
country’s  five  provinces  have  public  edu¬ 
cation.  The  only  other  schools  are  spon¬ 
sored  by  church  groups,  and  Bishop 
Ndoricimpa  hopes  the  UMC  can  help  his 
people  build  hospitals,  schools  and  brick 
churches. 

The  bishop  stresses  the  word  *  ‘help.  ’  ’ 

“I  tell  the  people  that  we  must  rely  on 
ourselves  .  .  .  that  we  must  use  the 
means  we  have.  I  tell  them  to  read 
Philippians  4:19  where  it  says  that  God 
will  supply  your  needs. 

“If  you  give  what  you  can,  God  will 
supply  you,  even  if  you  still  look  poor,” 
he  continued. 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa  said  he’s  desperate 
to  see  that  an  education  is  provided  for 
his  people  that  might  help  them  advance 
beyond  the  simple  farming  of  sweet 
potatoes  and  beans  that  90  percent  of 
them  do  now. 

The  bishop  himself  is  a  product  of 
American  missionary  efforts  —  mainly 
those  of  the  Free  Methodist  Church  and 
the  World  Gospel  Mission,  an  ecumenical 
mission  association  that  came  into  the 
region,  formerly  known  as  the  Belgian 
Congo,  50  years  ago. 

Now  40,  he  didn’t  start  school  until  he 
was  14,  but  he  stayed  in  until  he  had 
enough  education  to  work  in  a  print  shop. 
He  attended  a  World  Gospel  seminary 
in  Burundi  and  worked  as  a  minister  be¬ 
fore  becoming  the  secretary  of  the 
church.  He  was  named  the  independent 
denomination’s  first  bishop  in  1980. 
Shortly  thereafter,  proceedings  began 
for  affiliation  with  the  UMC. 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa  and  his  wife,  a 


join  UMC 
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Bishop  Ndoricimpa 

bank  employee,  live  in  Gitega,  one  of  the! 
country’s  two  capitals.  She  heads  up  the! 
women’s  division  of  the  church  and  cares 
for  the  couple’s  adopted  six-year-olcf 
daughter. 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa  feels  particularly 
fortunate  that  Burundi  has  a  democratic 
form  of  government  and  encourages 
freedom  of  religion  —  the  country  hasn’t 
always  been  so  stable,  “But  we  keep 
praying  for  it,”  he  said. 

The  bishop  plans  to  stay  in  the  United 
States  for  two  weeks  after  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  visit  missionaries  formerly  in 
Burundi. 

Then  he’ll  catch  a  plane  home  with 
news  of  his  church’s  new  identity. 

In  a  single  sweep,  they’ll  discover 
they’ve  been  born  into  an  American  tra¬ 
dition  that’s  200  years  old.  And  at  the 
next  General  Conference  —  1988  in  St. 
Louis  —  they’ll  be  full  voting  members; 
rather  than  outsiders  seeking  member¬ 
ship. 

Detained  bishop 

misses  sessions  j 

WILMINGTON,  Del.  (UMNS)  -S 
Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  continues  to  be 
held  in  detention  by  the  Zimbabwean 
government  and  did  not  attend  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference. 

That  was  the  report  to  the  members  of 
the  denomination’s  Council  of  Bishops  as 
it  met  here  April  24-27. 

Officers  of  the  Council  of  Bishops 
appealed  to  Zimbabwean  officials  April 
10  to  place  Bishop  Muzorewa  on  trial  a$ 
soon  as  possible  or  to  release  him. 

A  letter  was  also  sent  to  President 
Reagan  and  Secretary  of  State  George 
Shultz.  A  representative  of  the  U.S., 
Office  of  Southern  African  Affairs  re¬ 
sponded  that  “to  our  best  information, 
Bishop  Muzorewa  remains  in  good  health 
and  has  received  visits  from  his  family, 
attorney  and  others.  ”  .  a*- 


Many  decisions  remain  to  be  made  after  first  week 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

BALTIMORE  —  At  mid-point  the  1984 
General  Conference  had  a  lot  of  history 
to  celebrate  —  200  years  of  it,  in  fact  — 
but  not  a  lot  of  major  up-to-date  action. 

Of  the  several  major  issues  expected  to 
be  decided  during  this  year’s  sessions, 
only  one  —  the  “missional  priority”  — 
had  gone  through  all  steps  of  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  demanding  legislative  process 
(see  related  stories  elsewhere  in  this 
issue. ) 

More  than  enough  remained  to  insure  a 
hectic  second  week  here.  Unlike  the  first 
week,  which  delegates  spent  working 
largely  in  legislative  committees  and 
sub-committees,  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence’s  second  week  is  spent  almost 
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entirely  in  plenary  sessions. 

Major  decisions  remain 

Issues  still  to  be  resolved  include 
whether  United  Methodists  will  have  a 
new  ordained  ministry,  whether  the 
current  stance  on  homosexuality  will  be 
retained  and  what  official  stance,  if  any, 
the  denomination  will  take  regarding  a 
so-called  alternate  mission-sending 
society. 

Even  with  that  work  load  still  facing 
them,  most  delegates  took  time  off  Sat¬ 
urday  night  and  Sunday  to  attend  special 
events  marking  the  Bicentennial  of 
American  Methodism.  These  included  a 
concert  by  the  Baltimore  Symphony 
which  featured  a  choral-orchestral 
number  composed  especially  for  the 
occasion  and  a  90-minute  celebration  of 
the  denomination’s  history.  And  they 
fanned  out  across  the  area  on  Sunday 
morning  to  visit  area  churches,  with 
many  bishops,  delegates  and  guest  min¬ 
isters  preaching  in  local  pulpits. 

In  between  the  opening  communion 
service  featuring  a  sermon  by  the 
denomination’s  first  woman  episcopal 
leader,  Bishop  Marjorie  Matthews,  and 
the  weekend  historical  celebrations,  the 
delegates  spent  most  of  their  time  in 
legislative  committee  sessions. 

This  is  the  traditional  General  Confer¬ 
ence  way  of  handling  the  inevitable 
thousands  of  requests  for  action  which 
come  pouring  in  from  across  the  church. 
This  year’s  total  of  approximately  13,000 
such  petitions  is  well  behind  the  20,000  of 
both  1976  and  1980,  but  they  nonetheless 
piled  a  paper  barrage  on  both  the  dele¬ 
gates  and  on  the  volunteer  staff  and 
elected  leaders  of  the  conference. 

At  the  Reporter’s  press  time  on 
Monday  morning,  this  is  where  some  of 
the  more  heavily  debated  issues  stood : 

HOMOSEXUALITY:  A  proposal  to 
retain  the  current  Social  Principles 
position,  that  United  Methodists  consider 
the  practice  of  homosexuality  “incom¬ 
patible  with  Christian  teaching,”  was 
affirmed  in  its  legislative  committee 
(Church  and  Society)  by  a  margin  of 
nearly  2  to  1. 

SEXUAL  PRACTICES:  The  so-called 
“seven  last  words”  statement,  coming  to 
the  General  Conference  from  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  official  agency  for  Ordained 
Ministry,  emerged  from  its  legislative 
committee  not  only  intact  but  proposed 
for  specific  insertion  in  six  places  in 
“The  Book  of  Discipline.”  These  inser¬ 
tions,  if  given  final  approval  by  delegates 
in  plenary  session  here,  would  require 
candidates  for  the  United  Methodist 
ordained  ministry  at  several  steps  along 
the  way  to  pledge,  among  other  things, 
that  they  will  practice  “fidelity  in 
marriage  and  celibacy  in  singleness” 


(the  “seven  words”).  The  proposal 
cleared  its  legislative  committee  by  a 
margin  of  nearly  4  to  1. 

ORDAINED  MINISTRY:  For  much  of 
United  Methodism’s  existence,  dating  to 
1968,  the  denomination  has  studied  what 
its  members  understand  to  be  the 
meaning  of  the  ordained  ministry.  These 
past  four  years  were  no  exception,  and  a 
special  study  committee,  backed  by  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  brought  a  proposal  that  United 
Methodists  create  a  new  form  of  or¬ 
dained  ministry  whose  members  would 
be  ordained  as  deacons.  These  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  so-called  permanent  diaconate 
would  be  expected  to  serve  primarily 
in  ministries  of  “justice,  liturgy  and 
service,”  while  elders  would  continue  to 
serve  primarily  in  “word,  order  and 
sacrament.”  This  proposal  was  voted 
down  in  its  legislative  committee 
(Ordained  and  Diaconal  Ministry)  by  a 
margin  of  85  to  22.  A  number  of  that 
committee’s  members  filed  a  minority 
report  so  that  both  alternatives  would 
still  be  considered  by  the  entire  General 
Conference.  The  legislative  committee’s 
majority,  though  rejecting  the  1981-84 
study  committee  report,  proposed  that  a 
new  special  four-year  study  commission 
on  the  ministry  be  created. 

MISSION  SOCIETY:  The  legislative 
committee  on  Global  Ministries  had  an 
overflow  crowd  as  it  heard  presentations 
by  leaders  of  the  new  unofficial  Mission 
Society  for  United  Methodists  and 
leaders  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
The  document  which  officially  placed 
this  issue  on  the  General  Conference 
agenda  was  a  petition  from  a  local 
church  in  New  York  state  requesting  that 
the  General  Conference  recognize  the 
new  mission  society  as  an  alternative 
mission-sending  agency.  The  mission 
society’s  chief  executive,  the  Rev.  H.  T. 
Maclin,  emphasized  that  his  body  did  not 
ask  for  official  recognition  and  might,  in 
fact,  prefer  not  to  have  it  should  it  be 
extended.  At  week’s  end  there  seemed 
little  likelihood  that  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  would  extend  any  kind  of  endorse¬ 
ment  to  the  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists. 

However,  an  observer  said  the  mood  of 
the  Global  Ministries  legislative 
committee  was  decidedly  pointed  toward 
conciliation  and  openness  rather  than  a 
hard-line  pro-board,  anti-mission  society 
stance. 

Not  all  business  ‘heavy’ 

An  even  lighter  mood  marked  many 
informal  comments  or  conversations  in 
the  meeting  rooms  and  up  and  down  the 
hallways  of  the  General  Conference’s 
two  principal  meeting  sites  —  the 
Convention  Center  with  its  many  modern 


BALTIMORE  —  The  mood  was  intent  but  the  atmosphere 
was  less  polarized  than  predicted  by  some  as  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  legislative  committee  on  Global  Ministries  debated 
the  new  unofficial  Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists.  The 
principal  invited  guests  for  the  debate  were,  far  left,  Peggy 
Billings,  head  of  the  official  Global  Ministries  board’s  World 
Division  and,  far  right,  the  Rev.  H.  T.  Maclin,  staff  executive 
for  the  new  mission  society.  Between  them  are  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  three  officers  who  also  are  officers  of  the  Board  of 


Global  Ministries.  They  are,  starting  second  from  left,  Ruth 
Daughterly,  president  of  the  board’s  Women's  Division,  and 
secretary  of  the  legislative  committee:  the  Rev.  C.  Rex 
Bevins,  chairman  of  the  board’s  Research  and  Development 
Committee  and  chairman  of  the  Global  Ministries  legislative 
committee  here:  and  Ann  Rader  Pfisterer,  president  of  the 
board's  National  Division,  and  vice-chairperson  of  the  com¬ 
mittee. 
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rooms  for  committee  meetings,  and  the 
Civic  Center  two  blocks  away  with  its 
cavernous  arena  for  plenary  sessions. 

Some  lighter  touches  were  uninten¬ 
tional.  For  instance,  one  petition  sent  to 
the  committee  working  on  a  proposal  for 
inclusive  language  was  accidentally 
labeled  “elusive  language.” 

A  young  laywoman  delegate  on  that 
same  committee  expressed  the  serious¬ 
ness  with  which  many  delegates  took 
their  assignments.  In  her  group’s  session 
she  said,  “I’m  torn  between  voting 
according  to  how  I  feel  deep  inside  and 
according  to  how  I  think  people  back 
home  would  vote.” 

Another  delegate  had  no  doubt  in  her 
mind  about  the  people  back  home.  She 
said,  “Local  church  people  are  hot  under 
the  collar  about  not  being  heard  by  the 
general  church.” 

But  this  General  Conference,  in  his¬ 
toric  Methodist  tradition,  heard  directly 
from  hundreds  if  not  thousands  of  local 
church  people.  “The  Book  of  Discipline” 
still  provides  that  any  individual  United 


Methodist  person  or  group  may  submit  a 
petition  to  the  General  Conference.  And 
each  one  of  those  must  be  received  and 
acted  upon  the  same  as  if  it  had  come 
from  a  general  church  agency  or  from  an 
annual  conference.  A  proposal  to  alter 
that  pattern  for  future  General  Confer¬ 
ences  appeared  to  have  little  chance  of 
passage. 

One  United  Methodist  member  would 
have  been  satisfied  to  know  that  his  (or 
her)  two  petitions  did  reach  the  proper 
legislative  committee  and  were  acted  on 
unanimously.  One  favored  “elimination 
of  parasites  from  The  United  Methodist 
Church."  The  other  asked  the  General 
Conference  to  “change  anything  that 


needs  to  be  changed.”  The  two  petitions 
received  0-67,  non-concurrence  votes  in 
their  committee. 
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Leaders  trim  budget 


From  left  are  the  Rev.  Norman 
Dewire,  general  secretary.  General 
Council  on  Ministries;  the  Rev.  Ewing 
T.  Wayland,  general  secretary.  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration,  and  the  Rev.  Clifford  Droke, 
general  secretary-elect  of  the  finance 
council. 

Only  a  few  minutes  after  the  huddle 
pictured  above,  members  of  GCOM  — 
the  church's  top  program  coordinat¬ 
ing  agency  —  met  to  discuss  what 
programs  might  be  cut  and  by  what 
amounts  to  conform  to  the  newly- 
voted  ceiling.  Presiding  over  that 
meeting  is  the  GCOM’s  president. 
Bishop  Dwight  E.  Loder  of  the  West 
Ohio  Area. 
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BALTIMORE  -  Millions  of  church 
dollars  may  have  been  in  question 
when  top  staff  officials  of  United 
Methodism's  general  coordination 
and  finance  agencies  huddled  hurried¬ 
ly  at  the  back  of  the  Civic  Center 
arena  during  a  plenary  session  of  the 
1984  General  Conference  last  week. 

The  issue  was  how  to  trim  both  pro¬ 
gram  and  dollar  amounts  after  dele¬ 
gates  voted  to  place  a  maximum  26 
percent  increase  in  general  funds 
during  the  next  four  years  as  com¬ 
pared  with  totals  of  the  past  four 
years.  This  compares  with  proposals 
which  would  have  increased  the  totals 
by  32  percent  or  with  a  more  stringent 
proposed  “cap"  of  22  percent  favored 
by  some  delegates. 


Bishops’ 

By  STEPHEN  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

BALTIMORE  —  “Something  for 
everyone"  —  that  was  the  reaction  of 
many  General  Conference  delegates  to 
the  1984  Episcopal  Address  by  Bishop 
William  R.  Cannon  on  opening  night  (see 
UMR  May  4).  And  for  large  numbers  of 
delegates,  that  “something”  was  very 
good  indeed.  * 

“It  was  an  address  that  captured  the 
attention  of  everyone  in  the  hall,”  said 
James  Dolliver. 

And  it  was  a  significant  statement  to 
the  whole  church,  said  Mr.  Dolliver.  a 
state  supreme  court  justice  and  lay  dele¬ 
gate  from  Olympia,  Washington, 
because  it  "broadened  the  middle  of  the 
road  for  United  Methodists”  in  an 
attempt  to  accommodate  the  church’s 
growing  diversity. 

Bishop  Cannon’s  episcopal  colleague, 
Bishop  John  Warman,  was  equally 
enthusiastic.  “I’ve  heard  all  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Addresses  since  1960,"  said  Bishop 
Warman,  "and  I  think  this  is  the  great¬ 
est.” 

“I  was  particularly  impressed,"  he 
continued,  "because  it  came  to  grips 
with  the  problem  of  nuclear  weapons  and 
war  in  our  generation.  We’ve  begun  a 
new  age  and  we  can’t  meet  it  with  the 
ideas  and  methods  of  the  past.” 

Bishop  Warman’s  reference  was  to  the 
strong  denunciation  of  nuclear  weapons 
in  the  Episcopal  Address  and  the  call  for 
the  destruction  of  all  such  weapons  as  the 
needed  condition  for  abolishing  war  al¬ 
together. 

Not  all  were  impressed 

Not  everyone  was  favorably  impressed 
with  Bishop  Cannon’s  presentation, 
however. 

To  some  the  address  appeared  to  “play 
both  sides  of  the  fence”  and  to  be  a 
“committee-produced  effort”  designed 
to  be  “all  things  to  all  people." 

John  Stumbo,  a  lay  delegate  from 
Topeka,  Kansas,  studied  the  address 
carefully,  as  evidenced  by  the  yellow 
highlighting  in  his  copy  of  "The  Daily 
Christian  Advocate." 

In  Mr.  Stumbo’s  view,  the  speech  was 
“theologically  conservative,  more 
clergy -oriented  than  lay-oriented,  did  not 
affirm  several  elements  in  the  church, 
and  implied  a  paternalistic  attitude  by 
the  state-side  church"  to  the  church 
outside  of  theU.S. 

“If  you’re  clergy,  white  and  male,  it 
was  a  good  speech,"  said  Mr.  Stumbo. 
"If  you’re  laity,  black  and  Third  World,  it 
was  not  a  good  speech. 

Many  others  who  heard  the  address, 
however,  were  generally  affirmative  of  it 
despite  some  parts  with  which  they  dis¬ 
agreed.  The  Rev.  Ignacio  Castuera  from 
the  Pacific  and  Southwest  Conference 
regarded  the  “something  for  everyone" 
character  of  the  address  as  one  of  its 
main  strengths,  despite  the  fact  that  he 


Conference  votes  down  proposal 
to  send  representatives  to  march 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

BALTIMORE  —  Bowing  to  pleas  from 
North  Carolina  United  Methodist 
leaders,  the  General  Conference  turned 
down  a  proposal  last  week  to  send  an 
Official  delegation  to  participate  in  a  May 
5  protest  march  in  Greensboro,  N.C. 

The  North  Carolinians  said  the  march 
Was  poorly  organized,  of  unknown 
Sponsorship,  appeared  to  have  connec¬ 
tions  with  the  Communist  Workers  Party 
and  might  fuel  a  cycle  of  violence  instead 
of  helping  to  break  it. 

The  march  was  described  by  pro¬ 
ponents  as  a  protest  of  injustices  begin¬ 
ning  with  the  1979  anti-Ku  Klux  Klan 
march  in  Greensboro  in  which  five 
members  —  all  members  of  the 
■Communist  Workers  Party  —  were 
■killed. 

Even  though  news  videotapes  recorded  • 
■the  killings  by  members  of  the  Klan  and 
Of  the  Nazi  Party,  juries  in  state  and 
•federal  courts  have  acquitted  all  persons 
Charged  with  the  crimes. 

The  Rev.  James  Lawson,  a  pastor  from 
•United  Methodism’s  Pacific  and  South¬ 
west  Annual  Conference,  presented  a 
request  to  General  Conference  from  its 
Church  and  Society  legislative  commit¬ 
tee  that  the  denomination  provide  a 
visible,  active  witness  at  the  May  5 
narch  protesting  the  lack  of  criminal 


convictions  in  the  deaths. 

He  said  participation  would  “at  least 
say  there  is  a  real  need  for  persons  of 
goodwill  to  assert  themselves  and  to 
assert  a  witness  for  brotherhood  and 
sisterhood  .  .  and  the  end  of  all  forms  of 
violence  perpetrated  against  any  parties 
in  our  land.  " 

Instead,  the  General  Conference 
approved  an  alternative  proposal  decry¬ 
ing  the  violence  and  the  fact  that  the 
courts  have  failed  to  establish  guilt  in  the 
slayings. 

The  statement  calls  upon  all  United 
Methodists  "to  reaffirm  our  opposition  to 
those  principles  that  motivate  any  organ¬ 
izations  that  spout  hatred  and  the  viola¬ 
tion  of  human  rights.  We  believe  that  the 
strong  promotion  of  Christian  values  of 
love,  non-violence  and  human  dignity  is 
most  effective  in  dealing  with  this  spe¬ 
cific  issue.” 

Various  delegates  from  around  the 
nation  argued  that  the  church  is  called  to 
take  risks  in  such  situations.  The  Rev. 
John  Schwiebert  of  the  Oregon-Idaho 
Annual  Conference  suggested  that 
regardless  of  what  kinds  of  groups  the 
church  might  be  associated  with  during 
the  march,  the  church's  image  would  not 
be  tarnished  while  the  cause  of  justice 
would  be  enhanced.  Mr.  Lawson  noted 
that  one  sponsor  of  the  march  is  a  United 
Methodist  minister 


But  by  a  strong  majority,  delegates 
accepted  the  arguments  against  parti¬ 
cipating  in  the  march  made  by  delegates 
—  including  blacks  and  whites  —  of  both 
North  Carolina  annual  conferences. 

Both  bishops  from  North  Carolina  — 
Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen  of  Charlotte  and 
Bishop  William  R  Cannon  of  Raleigh  — 
also  spoke  against  UM  participation  in 
the  march.  The  invitation  for  the  two 
bishops  to  express  their  views  was  un¬ 
usual,  since  bishops  have  no  voice  in  the 
General  Conference  unless  it  is  granted 
to  them. 

North  Carolinians  said  the  violence  in 
1979  had  begun  with  a  march  carrying  a 
violent  name  —  a  "death  to  the  Klan 
rally”  —  in  which  shots  were  fired  from 
both  sides.  Nonetheless,  the  Rev 
Thomas  B.  Stockton  of  the  Western  North 
Carolina  conference  lamented  the 
"tragedy"  that  no  one  has  been 
convicted  of  the  murders. 

Both  black  and  white  North  Carolina 
delegates  and  bishops  said  they  had  been 
on  the  phone  the  previous  night  with 
church,  business  and  community  leaders 
who  had  given  them  information  suggest¬ 
ing  the  May  5  march  might  be  disruptive 
to  graduation  ceremonies  at  a  pre¬ 
dominantly  black  college  in  Greensboro 
and  could  set  back  continuing  local 
efforts  for  "healing” 


Many  kinds  of  handouts  offered  to  delegates 


BALTIMORE  —  A  variety  of  special-interest  groups 
converged  on  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference 
here  last  week  hoping  to  draw  attention  to  their  causes. 
Most  delegates,  like  the  man  above,  were  greeted  at  the 
Civic  Center  entrance  each  morning  by  numerous 
caucus  representatives  handing  out  newsletters  and 
other  material.  Other  delegates  wore  buttons,  ribbons 
and  other  insignia  advocating  various  causes.  Many 


observers  noted  a  difference  in  the  participation  of 
caucus  groups  at  this  General  Conference  from  others 
in  the  recent  past.  Disruptions  and  vocal  displays  were 
almost  non-existent,  signaling  that  most  caucus  groups 
now  are  represented  and  working  quietly  inside  and 
alongside  the  legislative  process  rather  than  from 
outside  of  it. 


address : 

could  not  affirm  much  that  Bishop 
Cannon  said. 

Something  to  take  home 

"It  gave  everyone  something  to  take 
back  home  and  quote  in  support  of  some¬ 
thing  they  are  concerned  about,"  Mr. 
Castuera  said.  The  Los  Angeles  district 
superintendent  demonstrated  that  later 
in  the  week  by  invoking  parts  of  the 
address  in  support  of  the  proposal  for  an 
ethnic  minority  local  church  "missional 
priority." 

Bettilou  Holland,  a  lay  delegate  from 
the  Northern  New  Jersey  conference  who 
was  attending  her  fourth  general  confer¬ 
ence,  felt  that  the  address  "cried  out  for 
dialogue,  for  response."  She  observed 
that  it  reflected  the  "struggle"  the 
church  was  having  with  its  differences 
and  diversity. 

On  the  other  hand.  Ms.  Holland  noted 
that  Bishop  Cannon’s  speech  —  with  its 
numerous  asides  and  expressive  ges¬ 
tures  —  “was  the  most  entertaining  of 
the  four  I’ve  heard." 

Joan  Carter,  an  alternate  delegate 
from  the  Baltimore  conference,  was  not 
entertained  by  the  address  but  thought 
that  it  was  a  "good"  statement.  If  it  had 
a  “failing,"  she  said,  it  was  that  it  left 
her  uncertain  about  how  she  should 
regard  persons  who  are  “gay”  or 
lesbian. 

Ms.  Carter  said  she  would  continue  to 
struggle  with  the  issue,  however, 
because  that  is  what  she  heard  the 
address  calling  the  church  to  do.  "Isn't  it 
our  duty  to  follow  our  bishops?"  she 
asked. 

Covered  all  the  bases 

Another  delegate,  the  Rev.  Floyd 
Fought  from  the  West  Ohio  conference, 
wondered  how  anyone  could  not  support 
the  bishops’  address.  "He  covered  all  the 
bases,”  Mr.  Fought  said 

The  pastor  from  Fostoria,  Ohio,  noted 
that  the  address  reminded  the  church  of 
its  heritage  —  a  reference  to  the  exten¬ 
sive  review  of  Methodism's  past  by 
Bishop  Cannon,  who  is  a  church  historian 
—  and  that  doing  so  was  also  a  call  to  a 
greater  future  for  United  Methodism. 

“United  Methodists  are  looking  for  a 
cheerleader,"  Mr.  Fought  continued, 
"and  that's  what  Bishop  Cannon  was  for 
us.” 

The  Rev.  John  Ed  Mathison,  a  pastor 
from  the  Alabama-  West  Florida  Annual 
Conference,  suggested  that  Bishop 
Cannon  was  the  "ideal  person"  to  deliver 
the  address  of  which  he  also  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal  writer. 

"He’s  as  pluralistic  as  the  church  is," 
said  Mr.  Mathison.  “Of  course,"  he 
added,  “I’m  one  of  his  fans.  He  could 
read  the  telephone  book  and  make  it 
sound  like  gospel,”  referring  to  the 
bishop’s  often  dramatic  style  and  distinc¬ 
tive  southern  accents. 

The  most  consistently  negative 


Reactions  swing  both  ways 
after  Bishop  Cannon  *s  message 


reaction  to  the  Episcopal  Address  came 
from  the  unofficial  caucuses  of  the 
church,  many  of  which  felt  that  the 
speech  ignored  their  specific  concerns. 

The  Rev.  George  McClain,  executive 
director  of  the  Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Action,  said  he  was  "very  dis¬ 
appointed"  by  the  speech 

Some  felt  left  out 

“There  was  an  attempt  to  have  some¬ 
thing  for  many  segments  of  the  church," 
said  Mr.  McClain,  "but  there  were  some 
for  whom  there  was  nothing  —  for  gays’ 
and  lesbians  in  ministry,  for  those  con¬ 
cerned  with  economic  democracy  or  for 
Central  America." 

The  church  should  speak  a  prophetic 
word  to  our  culture.  Mr  McClain  con¬ 
tinued,  not  reflect  that  culture.  The 
address  by  and  large  “comforted  the 
comfortable  and  afflicted  the  afflicted," 
he  said. 

“However,"  he  added  as  an  after¬ 
thought,  "we  liked  the  strong  statement 
on  disarmament  and  human  rights  " 

Affirmation,  a  caucus  for  lesbian  and 
“gay"  concerns,  "deplored"  the  fact  that 
the  address  contained  no  mention  of  the 
words  "gay,"  "lesbian,"  or  "homo¬ 
sexual."  The  church  has  been  guilty  of 
similar  denial  in  the  past  in  its  response 
to  racism,  the  group's  spokesman. 
Morris  Floyd,  said. 

Such  denial,  he  said,  "increases  the 
pain  of  all.  while  erecting  barriers  to  our 
ability  to  minister  to  each  other." 

Connect,  a  newsletter  published  jointly 
for  United  Methodist  ethnic  minority 
caucuses,  noted  that  the  Episcopal 
Address  omitted  several  elements 
critical  to  "setting  the  tone"  for  the  1984 


General  Conference. 

Missing,  according  to  Connect,  was: 

•  a  call  to  repentance  for  racism  in  the 
church  and  society; 

•  a  statement  calling  for  the  eradi¬ 
cation  of  sexism; 

•  an  affirmation  that  every  person  is 
God’s  creation  and  equally  called  to 
minister  as  an  ordained  or  lay  servant  in 
Christ’s  church. 

One  other  caucus  representative, 
Diane  Knippers  of  United  Methodists  for 
Religious  Liberty  and  Human  Rights, 
commended  the  Episcopal  Address 

According  to  Ms.  Knippers.  the 
address  "made  a  significant  contribution 
to  the  debate  over  the  church's  social 
witness  by  emphasizing  a  ‘concern  for 
liberty  as  important  as  our  concern  for 
peace." 

Ms.  Knippers  added,  “I  pray  our 
church  will  heed  Bishop  Cannon's  com¬ 
pelling  call  to  resist  the  evil  of  oppressive 
totalitarianism  with  the  same  vigor  that 
it  resists  war  ” 

Several  observers  noted  the  frequency 
with  which  delegates  invoked  parts  of 
Bishop  Cannon’s  address  in  subsequent 
legislative  committee  hearings  and  on 
the  floor  of  the  General  Conference  in 
support  of  their  point  of  view  and/or 
cause  Others  considered  it  an  effective 
address  because  few'  delegates  who 
heard  it  appeared  to  be  indifferent  in 
their  evaluations  of  it. 

And  there  were  some  —  perhaps  a 
great  many  —  who  agreed  with  the 
assessment  of  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas 
that  his  fellow  bishop's  presentation  was 
"one  of  the  very  great  adventures  of  that 
long  series  (of  Episcopal  Addresses) 
since  1812” 


‘Consent  Calendar’ 


streamlines 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
BALTIMORE  —  A  new  streamlining 
process  enabled  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  delegates  to  adopt  41 
proposals  with  one  vote  last  Friday.  Sim¬ 
ilar  multiple-approval  votes  were 
expected  during  the  second  week. 

One  such  adopted  item  makes  the 
denomination's  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  responsible  for  "inviting  all 
persons  to  newness  of  life  in  Jesus 
Christ"  in  places  where  the  Gospel  has 
not  been  heard  or  heeded.  This  amends 
one  of  13  responsibilities  assigned  to  that 
board  under  “The  Book  of  Discipline” 
Another  item  adopted  in  the  first  multi¬ 
part  package  strengthens  United  Meth¬ 
odism's  position  on  protection  of  the 
earth’s  natural  resources.  Building  on  a 
statement  in  the  church’s  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples,  the  action  encourages  social  pol¬ 
icies  that  “reduce  and  control  industrial 


of 

polluted  air,  water  and  soil  ” 

Still  another  item  in  the  early  mass 
vote  supported  the  work  of  Amnesty 
International.  Delegates  were  informed 
that  Amnesty  International  documents 
political  imprisonments,  tortures  and 
killings  by  government-linked  forces  and 
publicizes  "such  crimes  against  human¬ 
ity."  Such  crimes  are  said  to  involve 
thousands  of  victims. 

These  and  38  other  actions,  many  of 
relatively  technical  importance,  came  on 
what  the  conference  called  its  "Consent 
Calendar."  Any  legislative  proposal 
referred  to  one  of  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence’s  10  legislative  committees  which 
received  unanimous  affirmative  action 
there  qualified  to  be  listed  on  the  Consent 

Calendar.  _  _  _  r 

- JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


process 

waste"  and  "enhance  the  r 


"A  Thrilling  Insight  Into  Early  America 
And  The  Faith  That  Made  Our  Nation  Great!”* 


Celebrating 
the  200th 

Anniversary 
of  a  Great 
Chapter  in 
American 
Religious  History 


FRANCIS  ASBURYS  AMERICA  An  Album  of  Early  American  Methodism 

Compiled  and  edited  by  Terry  D.  Bilhartz 
Cloth.  No.  18275.  S9.95  Softcover.  No  I8275p.  $6.95 
•Robert  E.  Coleman.  Trinity  Evangelical  Divinity  School 


On  Christmas  Day.  1 784.  60  trawling 
preachers  gathered  in  Baltimore  to  elect 
Francis  Asbury  as  their  General 
Superintendent  and  to  establish  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  Under 
Asbury’ s  strong  leadership  this 
movement  blossomed  to  become 
within  50  years  the  largest 
protestant  denomination  in 
America.  This  bicentennial  . 
volume— with  text  based  on 
Asbury  s  own  journal  and  includ¬ 
ing  over  200  illustrations-recounts 
the  fascinating  story  of  this  doggedly 
determined  itinerant  bishop 


Informative  and  inspiring.  Francis  Asbury  s  America  will 
treat  connoisseurs  of  Americana  and  American  religious 
history  with  a  rich  and  moving  portrait  of  life  in  the  young  republic 


Also  from  Francis  Asbury  Press. 


SCRIPTURAL  CHRISTIANITY 
A  Call  to  )ohn  Wesley  s  Disciples 

ROBERT  E  CHILES 

A  non-technical  account  of  John  Wesley  s 
role  in  the  18th  century  Methodist  Revival 
"A  lively  introduction  to  an  authentic 
spiritual  genius  -  Albert  C  Outlet 
Softcover.  No.  1 2398p.  $5.95 


A  CONTEMPORARY  WESLEYAN 
THEOLOGY.  2  Volumes 

CHARLES  W  Carter.  General  Editor 
The  first  biblical,  systematic  and  practical 
Wesleyan  theology  in  over  40  years  25 
contributors  from  seven  denominations 
cover  the  breadth  of  Methodist-Wesleyan 
traditions.  Includes  notes  extensive  biblio¬ 
graphies  and  comprehensive  indexes  1 200 
pages  Cloth.  No.  1 1626.  $39.95 

M 


FRANCIS  ASBURY  PRESS 

An  Imprint  of  Zondervan  Publishing  House 


THE  MESSAGE  OF  THE  WESLEYS 
A  Reader  of  Instruction  and  Devotion 

Compiled  and  edited  with  an  introduction 
by  PHILIP  S  WATSON 
For  preachers  as  well  as  laypeople.  this 
useful  and  useable  anthology  is  both  a 
devotional  guide  and  an  introduction  to 
the  lives  and  teachings  of  John  and  Charles 
Wesley  Softcover.  No.  I7027p.  $8.95 


A  va ilable  from  your  bookstore  or  from: 

zoNdERvaN  publishing  Mouse 

Dept  RMS/1415  Loire  Dnve  S  E  /Grand  Rapids  Ml  49506 
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Decision-making  on  conference  floor  requires  thought ,  agility 


BALTIMORE  —  Caught  up  in  the  making  of  church 
policy,  the  Rev.  Arthur  J.  Landweher  of  Evanston,  Ill., 
and  other  delegates  from  the  northern  Illinois  Annual 


Conference  listen  intently  to  a  discussion  on  the 
General  Conference  floor. 


BALTIMORE  —  General  Conference  delegates 
sought  permission  frohi  the  presiding  bishop  to  speak 
on  the  floor,  by  waving  bright  orange  cards.  The 


number  “three”  marks  one  of  16  microphones  located 
among  the  delegates  on  the  spacious  Civic  Center  floor. 

REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  DKKKA  KNNACO 


U.S.  tornado 
victims  aided 
by  offering 

BALTIMORE  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodists  from  around  the  world 
collected  $6,532.43  for  tornado  relief 
during  the  opening  communion  service  of 
the  1984  General  Conference.  It  was 
taken  on  the  heels  of  tornadoes  affecting 
United  Methodists  in  South  Carolina, 
Northern  Mississippi,  North  Carolina, 
Missouri  East  and  Oklahoma  annual  con¬ 
ferences. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  advanced  $50,000  each  to  the  Caro¬ 
lina  conferences  and  $5,000  to  the  North¬ 
ern  Mississippi  conference.  Tornadoes 
hit  North  and  South  Carolina  March  28 
and  Mississippi,  Missouri  and  Oklahoma 
in  late  April. 

Norma  Kehrberg,  executive  for  the 
relief  agency,  said  what  the  church  does 
makes  a  difference  in  the  lives  of 
disaster  victims.  She  said  the  church 
, ‘provides  a  ministry  for  the  whqle 
person  —  physical,  mental  and 
emotional.  The  aged,  retired,  single 
parents  and  people  on  welfare  slip 
through  the  cracks  in  times  like  this.  The 
church  helps  these  people  get  tied  into 
laid)  networks.” 

Aid  networks  provide  the  things  people 
need  in  order  to  live,  but  the  church  pro¬ 
vides  the  "glue  that  holds  it  all  togeth¬ 
er,”  Ms.  Kehrberg  said. 


BALTIMORE  —  Bishop  Wilbur  W.  Y.  Choy  of  the  San  Francisco  area 
rings  a  United  Methodist  Bicentennial  bell  at  the  opening  plenary  session  of 
the  1984  General  Conference  here  last  week.  staff  photo  by  don  small 


University  Senate  censures  school 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

FORT  WORTH  —  United  Methodism’s 
University  Senate,  authorized  to  deter¬ 
mine  which  colleges  and  universities  are 
affiliated  with  the  denomination,  has 
placed  Texas  Wesleyan  College  here  on  a 
two-year  probation,  effective  March  31, 
pending  correction  of  r>erious  financial 
problems. 

The  University  Senate’s  chief  staff  ex¬ 
ecutive,  the  Rev.  Julius  Scott  of 
Nashville,  said  this  is  the  first  time  the 
body  has  taken  such  action.  The  proba¬ 
tionary  status  could  be  lifted  in  a  year  if  a 
review  committee  from  the  University 
Senate  finds  sufficient  progress  on  sev¬ 
eral  recommendations  it  has  issued. 

A  committee  from  the  University  Sen¬ 
ate  visited  the  school  in  February  as  part 
of  a  10-year  visitation  schedule  but  also 
because  of  “unfavorable  publicity” 
about  the  school  in  area  newspapers. 
Last  November  two  Fort  Worth  papers 
ran  major  stories  indicating  that  the 
school  was  in  financial  trouble.  The  com¬ 
mittee’s  report,  dated  March  31,  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  and  accepted  without  comment 
by  TWC  trustees  April  16. 

A  copy  of  the  University  Senate's  confi¬ 
dential  report  was  made  available  to  the 
Fort  Worth  Star  Telegram  and  quoted 
extensively  in  that  publication  the 
following  week. 

The  University  Senate  assertions  about 
Texas  Wesleyan’s  situation  include  the 
following,  according  to  the  Star 
Telegram : 


•  The  college  is  in  a  “grave  financial 
situation”  with  debts  and  budget  deficits 
brought  on  by  “fiscally  irresponsible 
management.” 

•  A  proposed  move  from  the  school’s 
site  in  east  Fort  Worth  to  a  new,  vacant 
area  west  of  Fort  Worth  "is  clearly  in 
serious  question  .  .  .  because  of  the  cash¬ 
flow  crisis  and  the  fact  that  no  real 
money  has  been  raised  for  construction 
of  the  new  campus.”  The  University  Sen¬ 
ate  recommended  that  plans  to  move  "be 
shelved”  at  least  temporarily. 

•  The  report  praised  the  school’s 
academic  program  but  said  that  leaders 
of  the  board  of  trustees  and  the  president 
have  shown  “grave  lack  of  competence 
in  fiscal  management  or,  at  the  very 
least,  gross  inattention  to  such  manage¬ 
ment  .  .  .” 

•  Leaders  are  guilty  of  “years  of 
neglect”  and  TWC  President  Jon  Flem¬ 
ing  has  used  college  funds  without  clear 
guidance  from  the  board  in  a  manner 
“clearly  beyond  what  any  of  us  (on  the 
University  Senate  committee)  consider 
proper  or  necessary.” 

The  University  Senate,  taking  into  ac¬ 
count  tuition  and  fee  increases  planned 
by  the  school,  nonetheless  projected  defi¬ 
cits  of  more  than  $1  million  per  year 
during  the  next  two  years.  TWC  officials, 
on  the  other  hand,  say  some  information 
in  the  University  Senate  report  already  is 
outdated  because  of  changes  they  have 
instituted.  They  say  they  expect  to 
reduce  the  1984-85  deficit  to  $731,000  and 


Why  Settle  For  Second  Best? 

Why  take  chances  on  something  as  important  to  your  church  as  a 
computer  system  when  you  can  go  with  the  proven  leaders?  MSI  & 
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to  eliminate  the  deficit  by  1985-86. 

The  school  has  cut  some  35  faculty  and 
staff  positions  starting  last  November, 
cut  salaries  of  top  administrators  by  10 
percent,  and  eliminated  six  sports  from 
its  athletic  program. 

University  Senate  and  TWC  officials 
agree  that  the  school  owes  nearly  $11 
million,  part  of  that  to  banks,  another 
part  to  a  TWC  restricted-use  fund  from 
which  school  officials  have  borrowed. 
They  also  agree  that  costs  of  repaying  in¬ 
terest  and  principal  on  that  debt  are  a 
major  part  of  the  school’s  financial  prob¬ 
lems. 

TWC  board  chairman  Judson  Cramer, 
a  Fort  Worth  businessman,  said,  “There 
were  no  allegations  of  wrongdoing  (by 
the  University  Senate).  They  said  we  had 
used  bad  judgment  in  some  cases  and 
they  are  giving  us  some  help  in  address¬ 
ing  our  problems.” 

He  said  the  school  has  established  a  fi¬ 
nancial  management  committee  and  is 
searching  for  a  chief  financial  officer. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Pair  plugs 
6 news  holes  ’ 

By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

BALTIMORE  —  Donuts  were  not  on 
the  agenda  for  most  people  at  the  1984 
United  Methodist  General  Conference, 
but  for  the  Rev.  Elmer  Schmitt  and  his 
wife,  Ruth,  they  were  priority  items. 

At  every  General  Conference  since 
1954  the  70-year-old  retired  United  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  of  Sunnyvale,  Calif.,  and 
his  wife  have  supplied  news  rooms  with 
fresh  donuts.  This  year  they  estimate 
that  11  days’  worth  of  donuts  will  cost 
them  $100. 

The  couple’s  rationale  for  their  30-year 
tradition  is  simple.  “This  is  our  way  of 
saying  thank  you  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church,”  they  said. 

He  has  other  interests.  “Over  the  past 
year  and  a  half,  I’ve  been  trying  to 
organize  the  church’s  9,000  retired  min¬ 
isters  into  a  group  called  ‘the  retired 
presence,’  ”  he  explained.  “We  retired 
ministers  are  responsible  for  at  least  50 
years  of  this  bicentennial  that’s  being 
celebrated,  yet  our  skills  and  talents  are 
wasted  because  there  is  no  outlet  for  us.” 


Agencies’  trust  leads  to  bafflement 


By  DOUG  CANNON 

BEVERLY,  Ky.  —  This  is  the  story  of  a 
man  who  was  not  a  physician,  as  he 
claimed  to  be,  and  of  how  his  ruse  pained 
United  Methodist  leaders  both  here  and 
in  New  York. 

UM  Board  of  Global  Ministries  offi¬ 
cials  are  still  trying  to  figure  out  why  the 
man  would  pose  as  a  physician  only  to 
volunteer  as  an  unpaid  medical  mis¬ 
sionary. 

Robert  E.  Thomas,  56,  of  Fort  Wayne, 
Ind.,  apparently  did  just  that.  Between 
September  1983  and  March  1984,  Mr. 
Thomas  served  on  the  staff  of  UM-re- 
lated  Red  Bird  Mission  Hospital  in 
eastern  Kentucky  under  the  name  of  Don 
Quinn  Randall. 

The  masquerade  came  to  light  when 
officials  at  the  Kentucky  Board  of  Medi¬ 
cal  Licensure  learned  that  the  real  Dr. 
Randall  died  in  1970  at  St.  Charles,  Mo. 
Investigators  determined  that  Mr. 
Thomas  had  worked  as  a  medical 
technician  for  Dr.  Randall  and  obtained 
identification  documents  of  the  late  phy¬ 
sician,  including  a  passport  and  driver’s 
license. 

43  indictments  returned 

A  grand  jury  indicted  Mr.  Thomas 
April  19  on  one  felony  count  of  fraudu¬ 
lently  seeking  to  obtain  a  Kentucky  medi¬ 
cal  license,  21  felony  counts  of  issuing 
controlled  substances  without  authority 
and  21  misdemeanor  counts  of  practicing 
medicine  without  a  license.  He  has  plead¬ 
ed  innocent  to  all  charges. 

"He  (Thomas)  claimed  to  be  a  gener¬ 
ally  practicing  physician  with  a  resi¬ 
dency  or  partial  residency  in  internal 
medicine  and  some  work  in  hematology 
(the  study  of  blood),”  said  Doug  Webb, 
the  Red  Bird  hospital  administrator.  “Of 
course,  these  were  the  credentials  of  the 
real  doctor.  But  he  did  show  quite  a  bit  of 
expertise  in  those  areas.” 

Mr.  Webb  attributed  Mr.  Thomas’ 
ability  to  his  experiences  as  a  laboratory, 
surgical  and  X-ray  technician  and  as  a 
military  medic. 

Mr.  Thomas  went  to  the  21-bed  Red 
Bird  hospital  near  Manchester,  Ky.,  as  a 
temporary  volunteer  on  a  referral  from 
United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  Mr.  Webb  said. 

“They  (Global  Ministries  officials) 
sent  us  his  background  material,”  Mr. 
Webb  said.  “We  didn’t  go  back  through 
and  double  check  it.  We  assumed  New 
York  had  done  that  job.” 

Global  Ministries  did  not  check  Mr. 
Thomas’  credentials  because  the  man 
was  going  to  Red  Bird  as  a  volunteer,  not 
a  missionary  of  the  National  Division, 
said  the  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux,  that  divi¬ 
sions  top  executive. 

Volunteers  not  checked 

“Our  practice  has  been  to  say  that  if  a 
doctor  wants  to  give  a  month  of  his  time, 
we  encourage  that  and  will  try  to  make  a 
place  for  him,”  Mr.  Bideaux  said.  “We 
encourage  people  to  invest  their  skills 
and  talents  in  the  missions  of  the 
church.” 

When  people  offer  to  donate  their  ser¬ 
vices,  Mr.  Bideaux  said,  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  takes  on  faith  that  they  are  who  they 
say  they  are. 

Mr.  Thomas  originally  applied  to  work 
as  a  medical  missionary  in  Pakistan 
after  meeting  Bishop  John  Victor  Samuel 
of  the  Maltan  Diocese  of  the  Church  of 
Pakistan,  according  to  Marge  Meyer. 
She  is  Global  Ministries’  area  secretary 
for  India,  Nepal,  and  Pakistan. 

“The  initial  contact  came  from  Bishop 
Samuel,”  she  said.  "He  had  met  ‘Dr. 
Randall’  last  year  while  he  (Samuel)  was 
in  the  states.  He  asked  us  to  contact  ‘Dr. 
Randall’  about  a  position  at  a  rural  medi¬ 
cal  project  in  Pakistan.” 

But  when  Mr.  Thomas  applied,  Global 
Ministries  had  no  overseas  positions  im¬ 
mediately  available,  Mr.  Bideaux  said. 

“He  wanted  to  apply  somewhere,  and 
we  had  a  doctor  on  sabbatical  from  Red 
Bird,  so  we  referred  him  to  Red  Bird  Mis¬ 
sion  and  the  hospital,”  Mr.  Bideaux  said. 
The  hospital,  as  a  National  Division 
agency,  autonomously  hires  its  own  per¬ 
sonnel,  he  said. 


Several  Global  Ministries  officials  said 
that  Mr.  Thomas’  deception  is  a  sur¬ 
prise  and  embarrassment. 

The  Mission  Personnel  Office  staff 
member  who  handled  Mr.  Thomas’ 
application  said  he  had  never  known  of  a 
person  applying  for  a  post  under  an  alias. 

Volunteerism  may  be  affected 

The  incident  will  prompt  additions  to 
the  guidance  the  National  Division  gives 
its  agencies  about  dealing  with  volun¬ 
teers,  Mr.  Bideaux  said.  Now  church 
organizations  may  have  to  screen  the 
background  of  some  volunteers. 

“I  don’t  know  what  effect  that  will 
have  on  volunteerism,”  he  said. 

Red  Bird  hospital  has  already  tight¬ 
ened  its  screening,  Mr.  Webb  said. 

“We  won’t  trust  anybody  else,”  Mr. 
Webb  said.  “We  won’t  let  anybody  prac¬ 
tice  here  until  we  have  certification  in 
writing  from  the  Board  of  Medical 
Licensure.” 

Mr.  Webb  said  Mr.  Thomas  claimed  to 
have  licenses  to  practice  in  Missouri  and 
Indiana  as  well  as  a  temporary  permit 
from  Kentucky.  The  administrator  said 
he  had  asked  for  a  copy  of  the  Kentucky 
document  for  the  man’s  personnel 


records  and  was  flabbergasted  to  learn 
in  March  that  the  license  wasn’t  on  file. 

Mr.  Thomas  didn’t  even  apply  for  a  li¬ 
cense  until  February,  said  Tom  Carter, 
attorney  for  the  Kentucky  Board  of 
Medical  Licensure. 

“He  had  to  have  a  temporary  permit  to 
practice  in  Kentucky,  and  he  did  not,” 
Mr.  Carter  said.  That  in  itself  is  a 
violation  of  state  law. 

Kentucky  State  Police  and  Clay  County 
Sheriff  James  Sizemore  arrested  Mr. 
Thomas  March  14  at  the  mission, 
founded  by  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church,  on  a  warrant  from  the 
medical  board.  Mr.  Thomas  has  been  in 
Clay  County  Jail  in  Manchester,  Ky., 
since  then. 

Mr.  Thomas,  who  began  drawing  a 
small  salary  Jan.  1,  resigned  from  the 
Red  Bird  staff  around  March  5,  Mr. 
Webb  said. 

Mr.  Thomas  had  returned  to  the  hospi¬ 
tal  to  help  transfer  his  cases  to  the  other 
three  staff  positions  when  he  was  ar¬ 
rested,  Mr.  Webb  said. 

Mr.  Cannon  is  a  journalism  professor 
at  Eastern  Kentucky  University  and  will 
join  the  Reporter  staff  June  1  as  an 
associate  editor. 


‘Lost’  E.  Stanley  Jones 
manuscript  has  new  home 

BALTIMORE  (UMNS)  -  The  original 
manuscript  of  a  world  mission  and  evan¬ 
gelism  book  by  the  late  E.  Stanley  Jones 
was  presented  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  here  last  week. 

Mrs.  Eunice  Jones  Mathews  of 
Washington,  D.  C.,  the  only  daughter  of 
the  late  India  missionary,  presented  the 
manuscript  of  “The  Christ  of  the  Indian 
Road”  for  placement  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  archives  and  history  center  at 
Madison,  N.J. 

The  book  was  first  published  in  1925 
and  subsequently  translated  into  more 
than  50  languages.  It  has  been  a  semi¬ 
nary  textbook  for  training  missionaries 
and  ministers  for  service  in  India  and 
elsewhere. 

The  original  manuscript,  written  in 
long-hand  and  thought  irretrievably  lost, 
surfaced  recently  under  “remarkable 
circumstances,”  said  Mrs.  Mathews, 
when  it  was  found  in  a  family  trunk. 

Wrapped  in  Indian  silk  as  is  the  Asian 
custom  in  giving  gifts  of  value,  the  manu¬ 
script  was  presented  in  the  100th  anni¬ 
versary  year  of  Dr.  Jones’  birth. 

In  recalling  her  father,  Mrs.  Mathews 
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said  “he  witnessed  to  Jesus  Christ  as 
Lord  and  Savior  along  every  road  where 
men  and  women  pursued  their  pilgrim¬ 
age.” 

The  conference,  recognizing  Dr.  Jones’ 
“kindness  and  spiritual  legacy,"  called 
on  United  Methodists  to  “commit  them¬ 
selves  anew  to  the  task  of  the  total  evan¬ 
gelizing  of  the  whole  world.” 
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jmosexuality  issues  predominate 

D  * 

^sexuality  stance  reaffirmed;  'fidelity/ veil  bacy  set  as  clergy  standard 


0Y  HOWARD  BECK 
Vssociate  Editor 

BALTIMORE  —  After  intense  debate 
ranging  over  four  straight  days,  the  1984 
General  Conference  left  little  question 
about  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  offi¬ 
cial  stance  on  the  practice  of  homosexual- 
ity. 

Delegates  at  the  denomination’s  once- 
every-four-years  business  meeting  did 
the  following: 

•  On  Christian  teaching:  Overwhelm¬ 
ingly  reaffirmed  the  church’s  stance 
adopted  in  1972  which  affirms  the  sacred 
worth  of  homosexual  persons  but  states: 
“We  do  not  condone  the  practice  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  consider  this  practice  in¬ 
compatible  with  Christian  teaching.’’ 

•  On  ordained  clergy:  Added  two 
stipulations  to  church  law. 

(1)  “Fidelity  in  marriage  and  celibacy 
in  singleness’’  is  an  additional  specific 
formulation  to  which  candidates  for  the 
ordained  ministry  must  agree. 

(2)  “Self-avowed  practicing  homo¬ 
sexuals”  are  not  to  be  ordained,  nor  are 
they  to  receive  appointments  from  their 
bishops  if  they  already  are  ordained. 

•  On  funding:  Retained  a  church  law, 
added  in  1976,  that  prohibits  any  general 
church  agency  from  giving  United 
Methodist  funds  to  “gay”  caucuses  or 
otherwise  using  such  funds  “to  promote 
the  acceptance  of  homosexuality  ." 

•  On  human  and  civil  rights  for 


homosexuals:  Rejected  as  redundant 
and  unnecessary  a  proposed  new 
paragraph  in  the  Social  Principles  about 
the  rights  of  homosexual  persons.  The 
new  paragraph  would  have  lamented  the 
suffering  such  persons  experience  from 
having  to  hide  their  identity,  and  would 
have  called  for  the  “creation  and 
effective  enforcement  of  legal  sanctions 
against  such  discrimination.” 

Instead,  most  delegates  chose  to 
reaffirm  language  in  the  Social 
Principles  since  1972  which  insists  “that 
all  persons  are  entitled  to  have  their 
human  and  civil  rights  ensured." 

Time  spent  regretted 

Many  delegates  on  different  sides  of 
the  issue  expressed  regret  that  the 
General  Conference  was  so  preoccupied 
during  its  second  week  with  issues 
related  to  homosexuality  —  which  also 
were  prominent  at  the  previous  two 
General  Conferences  —  instead  of  dealing 
with  the  more  important  issues  such  as 
peace,  justice,  hunger,  and  evangelism. 

Bui  General  Conference  delegates  felt 
compelled  to  give  the  homosexuality 
issues  full  airing  since  (1)  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  and  several 
unofficial  caucuses  were  pressing  to 
remove  negative  references  to  homosex¬ 
uality  from  the  church’s  law  and  Social 
Principles  and  since  (2)  more  than  half 
the  annual  conferences  and  nearly  1,000 


local  churches  and  individuals  were 
pressing  in  a  different  direction:  to  add 
additional  language  to  church  law  de¬ 
signed  to  keep  practicing  homosexuals 
out  of  the  ordained  ministry. 

The  Rev.  David  Seamands  of  the 
Kentucky  Annual  Conference  argued 
that  the  1984  General  Conference  had  to 
make  the  church’s  position  clear  because 
of  the  appointment  to  churches  of 
avowed  practicing  homosexual  clergy 
(one  each  in  two  areas)  since  the  1980 
General  Conference,  and  because  of  the 
Judicial  Council’s  ruling  that  church  law 
does  not  prohibit  such  appointments. 

“As  it  now  stands,”  he  said,  “millions 
of  United  Methodists  have  the  feeling 
that  unless  we  adopt  specific  legislation, 
we  are  saying  we  approve  of  the 
ordination  and  appointment  of 
homosexual  clergy.” 

Annual  conferences  decide 

Several  delegates  who  spoke  against 
placing  specific  prohibitions  into  church 
law  said  they  fear  annual  conferences 
will  lose  the  right  to  decide  who  should  be 
ordained. 

A  Judicial  Council  ruling  issued  in  the 
midst  of  the  four-day  debate  stated  that 
the  General  Conference  ha$  the  power  to 
establish  standards,  conditions  and  quali¬ 
fications  for  admission  to  the  ministry.  It 


reiterated,  however,  that  it  is  the  annual 
conference  that  decides  whether  those 
standards  are  met  by  a  particular  in¬ 
dividual. 

The  “fidelity/celibacy”  terms  are  in¬ 
cluded  in  a  new  sentence  added  to  five 
paragraphs  of  church  law  concerning  or¬ 
dination.  The  entire  sentence  asks  candi¬ 
dates  to  be  willing  to  “exercise  respon¬ 
sible  self-control  by  personal  habits  con¬ 
ducive  to  bodily  health,  mental  and  emo¬ 
tional  maturity,  fidelity  in  marriage  and 
celibacy  in  singleness,  social  responsi¬ 
bility  and  growth  in  grace  and  the  knowl¬ 
edge  and  love  of  God." 

The  “prohibition”  language  will  ap¬ 
pear  in  Para.  402  of  church  law  near  the 
beginning  of  the  section  on  ordained  min¬ 
istry. 

The  new  paragraph  states:  “While 
such  persons  set  apart  by  the  church  for 
the  specialized  ministry  of  Word  Sacra¬ 
ment  and  Order  are  subject  to  all  the 
frailties  of  the  human  condition  and  pres¬ 
sures  of  society,  they  are  required  to 
maintain  the  highest  standards  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  practice  of  fidelity  in  mar¬ 
riage  and  celibacy  in  singleness.  Since 
the  practice  of  homosexuality  is  incom¬ 
patible  with  Christian  teaching,  self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexuals  are  not 
to  be  accepted  as  candidates,  ordained  as 
ministers,  or  appointed  to  serve  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church.” 


They  were  seated  in  Section  C,  Rows  24  and  25  and  seats  7-12  in  each  row.  Also,  they 
were  close  to  microphone  16.  where  many  of  them  questioned  or  addressed  the 
General  Conference.  Members  of  the  delegation  also  served  on  legislative 
committees  which  often  worked  into  the  night  to  perfect  items  for  presentation  in  the 
plenary  session. 


No-applause  rule  sets  tone 

4-day  ‘reverent’  debate  ends  in  quiet,  emotional  demonstrations 

*  _ ___  1 _ '  among  a  few  delegates  and  spread. 

Delegates  took  a  15-minute  break 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
BALTIMORE  —  From  two  “adver¬ 
sary”  leaders  hugging  on  Monday  morn¬ 
ing  to  the  emotional  singing  of  “Blest  Be 
the  Tie  that  Binds"  on  Thursday  night, 
the  prolonged  debates  here  about  homo¬ 
sexuality  were  iflarked  by  an  almost  rev¬ 
erent  tone. 

Acrimonious  conflict  had  seemed  inevi¬ 
table  to  many  persons. 

At  the  beginning  on  May  7,  the  Rev. 
Richard  Looney  of  the  Holston  confer¬ 
ence  spoke  to  the  1,000  delegates :  “I  have 
asked  (the  Rev.)  Joseph  Sprague  (of  the 
West  Ohio  conference)  to  stand  with  me 
for  a  moment  to  make  a  request. 

“We  will  be  dealing  with  some  very 
sensitive  matters.  The  way  we  deal  with 
them  can  hurt  persons  and  hurt  the 
church.  I  want  you  to  know  that  we  stand 
as  brothers,  not  as  leaders  of  opposing 
teams,  and  we  would  respectfully  re¬ 
quest  that  you  hold  your  applause  until 
some  other  item. 

“And  if  you  wish  to  be  involved  in  the 
process,  please  remember  us  both  and 
those  who  will  debate  the  issue  in  sensi¬ 
tive  prayer,”  Mr.  Looney  said. 

Delegates  were  so  impressed  by  the  de¬ 
polarizing  effect  of  having  no  applause 
during  the  spirited  debate  that  they  voted 
to  request  no  applause,  cheers  or  other 
demonstrations  during  the  entire  second 
week  of  plenary  sessions.  Spectators 
were  asked  to  abide  by  the  same  rules; 
there  were  few  violations. 

“There  are  no  winners  and  losers  in 
this  hall,  but  only  winners,”  said  John 
Stumbo  of  the  Kansas  East  conference  in 
support  of  the  action. 

During  debate,  Mr.  Sprague  said  an¬ 
cient  Hebrew  teaching  called  on  persons 
to  extend  “graceful  hospitality  toward 
the  poor,  dispossessed  and  disinherited. 
There  is  no  more  ridiculed  and  rejected 
group  of  people  in  our  society  today” 
than  “gay"  men  and  lesbian  women,  he 
said,  asking  that  “condemnatory”  lan¬ 
guage  be  removed  from  the  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples  ( see  related  story  above ) . 

Mr.  Looney  said  removal  of  language 
about  not  condoning  homosexual  prac¬ 
tice  would  be  seen  by  many  people  as 
meaning  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  does  condone  that  practice. 

Even  a  hint  of  such  a  thing  would  be  di¬ 
sastrous  for  United  Methodist  churches 
in  the  U.S.  and  in  Third  World  countries, 
Mr.  Looney  said. 

The  Rev.  Kabila  Wakubani  Mayo  of 
North  Shaba  backed  that  up:  “Thinking 
of  my  own  tradition  and  of  the  Bible,  we 
in  Africa  will  never  accept  homosexual 
people  within  the  church.” 

Just  before  the  vote,  Mr.  Looney  and 
Mr.  Sprague  embraced,  then  sat  down. 
Social  Principles  stand 

By  a  show  of  hands,  delegates  over¬ 
whelmingly  reaffirmed  the  present  So¬ 
cial  Principles  statement  which  Mr. 
Looney  described  as  reflecting  a  balance 
between  high  moral  standards  and  com¬ 
passionate  acceptance  of  persons. 

On  Monday  night,  a  similar  debate, 
equally  as  filled  with  procedural  motions 
and  amendments,  ensued  over  a  pro¬ 
posed  new  Social  Principle  on  homo¬ 
sexual  rights  that  was  rejected. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  delegates  quickly 
voted  down,  without  debate  an  effort  to 
allow  United  Methodist  funds  to  be  given 
to  groups  that  promote  “the  acceptance 


Richard  Looney,  left,  and  Joseph  Sprague:  Staunch  opponents  “stand  as  brothers." 


of  homosexuality.” 

Delegates  became  much  less  neatly 
divided  on  various  votes  surrounding  the 
ordination  question  on  Wednesday. 

Three  ordination  options 

Before  them  were  three  options : 

•  “Fidelity/celibacy.”  A  majority  re¬ 
port  from  a  conference  legislative  com¬ 
mittee  and  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  requiring  candi¬ 
dates  for  ordination  to  practice  “fidelity 
in  marriage  and  celibacy  in  singleness.” 

•  “Constancy.”  A  proposal  from  a  mi¬ 
nority  of  the  committee  which  would  re¬ 
place  the  words  above  with  a  phrase  re¬ 
quiring  ministers  to  practice  “faithful¬ 
ness  and  constancy  in  all  relationships.” 

•  “Prohibition."  A  request  from  30  an¬ 
nual  conferences,  specifically  prohibi¬ 
ting  the  ordination  and  appointment  of 
practicing  homosexuals. 

After  extended  debate,  the  “prohibi¬ 
tion”  motion  was  first  to  be  voted  upon. 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  Engelman  of  the 
Wisconsin  conference  argued  against  it, 
saying  it  would  tell  the  world  that  the 
most  important  standard  for  United 
Methodist  ministers  has  to  do  with  their 
“genital  activity.” 

Dr.  Thomas  Kim  of  the  Northwest 
Texas  conference  retorted  that  stan¬ 
dards  are  not  set  for  the  highest  expecta¬ 
tion  of  behavior  but  the  minimum.  "We 
set  certain  floors  below  which  we  will  not 
go.  This  is  one  of  the  minimums.” 
"Prohibition”  narrowly  lost  496-474. 
Delegates  then  voted  down  the  “con¬ 
stancy”  motion  by  a  4-1  margin. 

The  “fidelity/celibacy"  standard  then 
was  approved  by  approximately  4-1. 

Judicial  ruling  asked 

Soon  after  the  Wednesday  lunch  break, 
a  majority  of  delegates  requested  the 
UMC’s  “Supreme  Court,"  the  nine-mem¬ 
ber  Judicial  Council,  to  meet  and  rule 
while  General  Conference  was  still  in 
session  on  whether  the  “fidelity/celibacy" 
language  “precludes”  the  appointment 
of  self-avowed  practicing  homosexuals. 

For  a  day,  delegates  weren’t  sure 
where  the  matter  stood. 

At  about  4  p.m.  Thursday,  delegates 
began  to  hear  that  the  judicial  ruling  was 
ready,  but  that  it  would  not  be  available 
until  it  was  printed  in  the  next  morning’s 
official  record  of  the  proceedings. 

They  voted  to  have  it  immediately  read 
over  the  microphone.  The  ruling  stated 
that  the  action  delegates  had  taken  the 
day  before  would  not  necessarily  pre¬ 
clude  the  ordination  of  “self-avowed, 
practicing  homosexuals.” 

Immediately,  a  few  dozen  delegates 


were  on  their  feet  frantically  seeking  to 
gain  recognition  to  speak. 

A  delegate  who  had  voted  for  the  “fi¬ 
delity/celibacy”  rule  on  Wednesday  moved 
for  reconsideration  of  the  whole  ordina¬ 
tion  issue.  That  motion  easily  passed. 

At  7:30  Thursday  evening,  the  debate 
that  had  dominated  Wednesday  morning 
began  again.  It  soon  was  clear  that  a 
number  of  people  had  voted  against  the 
“prohibition”  option  on  Wednesday  and 
in  favor  of  “fidelity /celibacy”  because 
they  felt  the  latter  language  would  ac¬ 
complish  the  same  thing  while  stating  a 
standard  in  a  positive  rather  than  a  nega¬ 
tive  fashion.  Some  changed  their  minds 
after  the  Judicial  Council  ruling. 

“Prohibition”  voted 

The  Rev.  William  Quick  of  the  Detroit 
conference,  chairman  of  the  ministry 
legislative  committee,  pled  with  delegates 
to  stick  with  the  “positive"  language  of 
“fidelity /celibacy.”  He  said  he  felt  certain 
boards  of  ordained  ministry  in  annual 
conferences  would  honor  its  intent. 

Evelyn  Burns  of  the  Southern  New  Eng¬ 
land  conference  advocated  voting  every¬ 
thing  down:  “When  I  turn  for  guid¬ 
ance  to  the  Gospels,  I  must  consider  (the 
proposals)  to  be  incompatible  with  the 
teaching  and  the  compassionate  spirit  of 
our  Redeemer  Jesus  Christ  who  repeat¬ 
edly  aligned  himself  with  the  repressed 
and  the  rejected.” 

The  Rev.  William  W.  Morris  of  the 
Tennessee  conference  asked  for  the  pro¬ 
hibitive  language:  “Ordination  is  not  an 
inalienable  right,  nor  is  it  something  we 
are  entitled  to  because  of  our  humanity.” 

In  a  standing  count  vote,  delegates 
added  “prohibition”  language  to  the  “fi¬ 
delity/celibacy"  motion  by  a  525-442  vote. 

Delegates  then  entered  an  at-times- 
hushed  half-hour  debate.  Several  spoke 
more  about  their  desire  for  a  spirit  of 
unity  than  for  their  side  of  the  issue. 
Ballots  were  passed  out  to  record  votes 
on  whether  to  adopt  the  amended  norm. 

Prayerful  silence  observed 

By  previous  agreement,  everyone  in 
the  cavernous  Civic  Center  became  still. 
No  sound  other  than  coughs  could  be 
heard  for  several  minutes  as  all 
delegates  assumed  postures  of  prayer. 
The  majority  bowed  over  their  tables. 

Bishop  Paul  Duffey  of  the  Louisville 
Area,  who  gracefully  presided  over  the 
evening  session,  ended  the  period  of  si¬ 
lence  with  a  spoken  prayer,  asking  guid¬ 
ance  “for  the  mind  of  Christ.” 

As  tellers  gathered  the  ballots,  soft 
strains  of  “Amazing  Grace”  broke  out 


International  Lesson  Series 


Draw  Near  to  God 


during  the  ballot  counting  and  returned 
singing  to  organ  accompaniment,  "Lord, 

I  want  to  be  more  loving  in  my  heart.” 

Bishop  Duffey  announced  at  10  p.m. 
that  the  combinatibfr,Tfideluy7cfelil5h?jr’ 
standard  and  “prohibition”  amendment 
had  become  church  law  by  568  to  404. 

Near-silence  followed.  Then  another 
matter  of  business  was  brought  up. 

At  first,  delegates  seemed  unaware 
that  lines  of  persons  were  streaming  out 
of  the  entrances  to  the  balconies  and  join¬ 
ing  hands  in  one  long  row  on  both  sides  of 
the  delegates. 

The  75  to  100  supporters  of  "gay”  caus¬ 
es  soon  drowned  out  the  proceedings 
below  with  their  singing  of  “We  Shall 
Overcome.”  They  held  a  large  banner 
saying,  “We  still  have  a  dream.”  A  hand¬ 
ful  of  delegates  and  Bishop  Melvin  E. 
Wheatley  of  the  Denver  Area  were  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  group. 

A  few  dozen  delegates  stood  on  the 
floor  as  a  sign  of  respect  while  others 
gazed  upward. 

At  the  first  verse’s  end,  Bishop  Duffey 
gently  spoke:  “Thank  you  for  your  ex¬ 
pression.  Now  let  the  house  be  in  order.  " 

And  the  house  was. 

A  motion  was  approved  to  ask  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  at  a  meeting  later  in  the  year 
to  rule  on  the  constitutionality  of  the  new¬ 
ly-passed  prohibition. 

With  the  organ  leading  the  way,  the 
delegates  stood,  singing  “Blest  Be  the 
Tie  that  Binds.”  Holding  hands,  most  of 
them  formed  links  from  one  side  of  the 
floor  to  another,  then  locked  arms  and  fi¬ 
nally  raised  clasped  hands  high  in  the  air 

A  seminary  student  in  the  balcony 
turned  to  his  classmates:  ‘I  couldn’t  sing 
that.  I  just  couldn’t  sing.  That  was  just  a 
ploy  to  appease  their  consciences  .  ” 

Close  by,  another  observer  described 
the  spirit  revealed  in  the  debate,  vote, 
demonstration,  and  closing  embrace  as 
“the  most  moving  experience  of  the 
General  Conference." 

—  ROY  HOWARD  RECK 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 
James  4: 1-10;  3-17 

In  the  last  verse  of  Chapter  3,  James 
speaks  of  peace  —  "...  the  harvest  of 
righteousness  is  sown  in  peace  by  those 
who  make  peace.” 

Keeping  in  mind  that  our  system  of 
separating  scripture  into  chapters  and 
verses  would  not  be  found  in  the  original 
(added  much  later  for  reference  points), 
we  can  see  how  James’s  mind  is 
stimulated  by  his  thoughts  on  peace  to 
consider  the  opposite,  war. 

“What  causes  war,  and  what  causes 
fightings  among  you?”  he  asks.  Still 
writing  instructions  for  productive 
Christian  lives,  James  stresses  the  inner 
wars  one  fights  as  well  as  the  external 
differences  found  between  humans  and 
even  the  international  conflicts  found  in 
the  world  as  a  whole.  Though  his  use  of 
“war”  and  “fightings”  may  sound  a  little 
strong  for  church  arguments  and 
differences,  James  nevertheless  sees 
parallels  between  international  conflicts 
and  disunity  within  the  church.  These 
parallels  are  based  on  the  causes  of 
conflict  and  the  motives  behind  the 
actions  of  people. 

Essentially,  James  says  that 
covetousness  is  the  root  of  the  problem. 
Someone  wants  something  someone  else 
has.  He  takes  it,  even  lfjt  requires 
~'i'<5T£fice  -^Tarnes-  says,"k<5^fdu  kill .  ’ '  He 
indicates  that  desires  could  be  filled  if 
asked  for.  but  asked  for  the  right 
reasons.  “You  do  not  have  because  you 
do  not  ask.  You  ask  and  do  not  receive, 
because  you  ask  wrongly,  to  spend  it  on 
your  passions.” 

This  sentence,  “draw  near  to  God  and 
he  will  draw  near  to  you,”  is  one  that 
most  of  us  deal  with  throughout  our  lives. 
There  are  times  when  we  feel  farther 
away  from  God  than  others.  Perhaps 


there  are  times  when  we  feel  we  cannot 
reach  or  feel  or  apprehend  God  at  all.  He 
seems  to  be  so  far  away  as  to  be 
unreachable  and  we  seem  to  be  beyond 
the  realm  of  an  experiential  faith. 

Draw  near  to  God  —  but  God  hasn’t 
moved.  We  have  moved  because  of  our 
growing  insensitivity  to  his  Presence  in 
our  lives,  because  of  our  growing 
inability  to  acknowledge  the  relevance  of 
his  Presence  Nearness  to  God  depends 
upon  awareness  of  his  Presence.  WTien 
we  become  so  wrapped  up  in  self,  so 
involved  in  and  dominated  by  our  own 
personal  goings  and  comings  (James 
would  say  “friendship  with  the  world”) 
that  we  have  little  interest  beyond  the 
circle  of  self,  we  turn  away  from  God  and 
may  begin  to  wonder  where  He  might  be. 

Nearness  to  God  involves  sharing 
concerns  and  activities  —  having 
Christian  thoughts  and  motives  —  being 
interested  in  more  than  “earthly 
matters.”  It  involves  a  willingness  to  be 
close  to  God’s  other  children  —  in  a 
loving,  helpful  way.  It  depends  on  the 
state  of  one’s  consicence.  We  need  to 
draw  near  to  God  by  accepting  the 
reality  of  His  Presence,  by  presenting 
ourselves  in  true  humility  to  Him  for  His 
use. 

James,  having  stressed  the  need  for 
humility  in  our  relationship  with  God, 
then  speaks  of  the  sin  of  mistaken  self- 
confidence.  When  things  are  going  well  in 
life  most  of  us  feel  that  we  "have  it 
made”  arid  give  ourselves  total  credit  for 
our  good  fortune.  Naturally,  when  we  do 
this,  we  leave  God  out  of  our  plans  for  the 
future. 

Each  of  us  has  experienced  the 
nearness  of  someone  we  love.  It’s  not 
necessary  to  talk  or  do  anything.  It’s 
enough  just  to  be  together.  When  we  love 
God  in  such  an  intimate  way,  we  just 
naturally  draw  near  to  Him  as  we 
become  increasingly  aware  of  His  Holy 
Presence. 


Quiet  protest  follows  decision 

BALTIMORE  —  Singing  "We  Shall  Overcome,”  supporters  of  “gay”  and  lesbian 
concerns  join  hands  in  the  balcony  on  either  side  of  General  Conference  delegates. 

The  solemn  demonstration  of  concern  followed  General  Conference  approval  of 
strongly-worded  legislation  which  specifically  excluded  the  ordination  of  self-avowed, 
practicing  homosexuals.  The  written  ballot  vote  on  the  legislation  was  taken  after  an 
extended  debate  and  prayerful  silence. 

Among  the  supporters  were  Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr.,  his  wife,  Lucile,  and 
Helen  Brandenburg. 

REPORTER  PHOTOS  BY  SEE  CALVIN  I  ABOVE)  AND  DON  SMALL  ( BELOW) 
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BALTIMORE  —  Choirs  from  five  United  Methodist  churches  lead  the  18,000  people  at  the  Baltimore  Civic 
Center  arena  May  6  in  “Come,  Thou  Long  Expected  Jesus.”  The  hymn  helped  start  “Festival  200,  A 
Celebration  of  Methodism  in  America  1784-1984.”  The  choirs  came  from  Aldersgate  UMC,  Wilmington,  Del.; 
Asbury  UMC,  Washington,  D.  C.;  Grace  UMC,  Baltimore;  Korean  UMC,  Washington;  and  West  Baltimore 
UMC,  Baltimore.  cm  newsservice  photos  by  john  goodwin 


‘Festival  200’  celebrated 

By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

BALTIMORE  —  John  and  Charles  Wesley  would  probably  have 
smiled  Sunday  at  the  mid-point  of  the  1984  General  Conference. 

After  all,  as  John  says  in  his  directions  for  singing  in  the  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Hymns,  Methodists  should  “Sing  lustily  and 
with  good  courage.” 

The  300-member  cast  of  “Festival  200,”  a  specially-produced 
Bicentennial  musical  presentation,  took  the  message  to  heart  as 
they  entertained  18,000  meeting-weary,  rain-soaked  celebrants, 
including  most  of  the  General  Conference’s  1,000  delegates. 

Five  combined  choirs  from  around  the  nation  provided  the 
background  music  for  the  90-minute  presentation  featuring  such 
groups  and  soloists  as  The  Lake  Junaluska  Singers,  opera  star 
Steven  Kimbrough  and  Korean  soprano  Jung  Ae  Kim. 

They  were  joined  by  other  singing  representatives  of  Metho¬ 
dism’s  “colors  of  the  rainbow"  including  a  Native  American 
boys’  quartet  from  Maxton,  N.  C.,  an  Hispanic  trio  from  Lubbock, 

Texas,  and  a  choir  from  the  Korean  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

The  Bethune-Cookman  College  Concert  Chorale  carried  out 
Wesley’s  plea  to  “sing  spiritually”  with  a  rousing  medley  of  spiri¬ 
tual  favorites,  including  “Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic," 

“Amazing  Grace”  and  “Lord  Lift  Us  Up  Where  We  Belong.” 

Colorful  banners  depicting  Methodism’s  ethnically-diverse 
makeup  helped  decorate  the  arena  of  Baltimore’s  Civic  Center  as 
a  backdrop  for  the  music. 

Some  of  the  most  enthralled  people  in  the  audience  appeared  to 
be  a  group  of  deaf/mutes  from  Washington,  D.  C.  who  watched 
the  stage  simultaneously  with  their  leader  who  translated  the 
songs  and  text  in  sign  language. 

Dramatic  readings  and  interpretive  dance  interspersed 
through  the  musical  numbers  told  the  story  of  the  denomination’s 
hard-fought  efforts  to  build,  then  later  to  mend,  bonds  over  the 
past  200  years.  “The  scars  are  still  with  us,”  said  a  pair  of  black 
and  white  readers,  referring  to  the  schism  over  slavery  which 
struck  Methodism  in  the  mid- 1800s. 

But  the  exhorting  anthem  “Lift  Every  Voice  and  Sing,”  brought 


BALTIMORE  —  Soprano  Jung  Ae  Kim  sings 
"amen”  to  conclude  an  operatic  rendition  of  "The 
Lord’s  Prayer”  May  6  during  "Festival  200,  A 
Celebration  of  American  Methodism  1784-1984.”  The 
Korean-born  singer  received  her  early  vocal  training 
at  the  Han  Yang  University  in  Korea  and  earned  a 
master’s  degree  from  Catholic  University  of  America. 
Ms.  Kim  has  won  several  music  awards  and  was  a  1977 
finalist  in  the  Metropolitan  Opera  auditions. 

nearly  all  persons  —  black  and  white  —  to  their  feet  to  show  that 
many  of  the  wounds  had  been  healed  in  the  nation’s  most  racially 
mixed  Protestant  Church. 

The  show  was  video-taped  by  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  for  rental  for  later  playbacks  at  annual  conferences  and 
local  churches. 


Edit orial  Delegates  tuned  in  to  ‘back  home 9 

‘Unity’  characterizes  conference 


For  the  third  consecutive  United 
Methodist  General  Conference,  a  group 
of  issues  related  to  homosexuality 
garnered  far  more  of  the  delegates’  time 
and  attention  than  any  other  issue  (see 
articles  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

To  the  delegates'  credit,  the  debate  this 
time  was  by  far  the  most  rational  and  the 
least  rancorous  of  any  to  date.  Although 
transparently  deep  emotions  were 
attached  to  the  opposing  positions,  with 
few  exceptions  delegates  displayed 
respect  for  one  another  and  for  the 
persons  affected  by  their  speeches  and 
votes. 

For  those  who  have  resented  the  sug¬ 
gestion  that  United  Methodism’s  position 
regarding  the  practice  of  homosexuality 
is  “ambiguous”  or  "unclear,"  actions 
taken  by  the  1984  General  Conference 
should  provide  at  least  temporary  relief. 
The  church’s  basic  position  since  1972 
was  reaffirmed,  as  was  all  restrictive 
legislation  on  the  subject  passed  at 
subsequent  General  Conferences. 

The  delegates’  adoption  of  a  positive, 
consistent  standard  for  sexual  behavior 
among  the  church’s  ordained  clergy 
provides,  in  our  judgment,  a  helpful  point 
of  added  clarity.  We  believe  this 
standard  is  consistent  both  with  the  mind 
of  Christ  and  the  majority  mind  of  the 
church. 

At  the  same  time,  we  consider  it  re¬ 
grettable  that  the  delegates  felt  it  neces¬ 
sary  also  to  add  a  “prohibition” 
statement  to  the  church’s  Discipline.  We 
understand  the  frustration  —  both  among 
the  delegates  and  across  the  church  — 
which  led  to  its  adoption.  We  believe, 
however,  that  this  action  was  based  in 
large  part  on  a  confusion  of  issues.  We 
will  be  surprised  if  this  confusion  does 
not  lead  to  additional  misunderstanding 
and  frustration  during  the  months  ahead. 

The  Judicial  Council  decision  which 
stimulated  the  delegates  to  reconsider 
and  add  the  ••prohibition”  statement  to 
their  previous  positive  action,  did  not 
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deal  in  any  direct  way  with  the  issue  of 
homosexuality.  Rather,  it  dealt  with  the 
question  of  who  is  responsible  for  setting 
standards  for  the  church’s  clergy  and 
who  is  responsible  for  applying  them 
under  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Constitution. 

The  General  Conference  —  a  legisla¬ 
tive  body  —  sets  those  basic  standards. 
The  annual  conference  —  of  which 
United  Methodism  has  73  —  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  applying  them.  The  General 
Conference  can  set  clear  standards  but 
there  is  no  way  that  legislative  body  can 
guarantee  absolute  compliance  with 
them.  This  division  of  responsibility  is 
fundamental  to  the  nature  of  our  church 
and  is  anything  but  new. 

In  an  earlier  time,  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  adopted  standards  prohibiting  the 
consumption  of  alcohol  and  tobacco 
among  the  clergy.  In  some  conferences 
these  standards  were  rigidly  enforced.  In 
others,  one  standard  or  the  other  was  all 
but  ignored. 

There  was  not  then  and  is  not  now  any 
way  to  force  perfect  agreement  about 
and  compliance  with  Christian  moral 
standards  by  imperfect  human  beings. 
To  continue  efforts  to  legislate  a  “no  de¬ 
viation”  churchwide  guarantee  in  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  sexual  standards  or  any 
other  standard  is  an  exercise  in  futility. 

If  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  to 
move  forward,  we  must  find  a  way  to 
move  beyond  the  point  where  this  one 
issue  continues  to  overshadow  all  others 
so  much  of  the  time.  One  good  way  to 
deal  with  the  situation  as  it  now  stands  is 
for  persons  on  all  sides  to  accept  as 
reality  the  official  clarity  with  which  the 
General  Conference  has  now  spoken,  and 
the  unlikelihood  of  the  position  changing. 
As  on  all  issues,  individual  members  are 
free  conscientiously  to  disagree  with  this 
official  stance. 

During  the  course  of  General  Con¬ 
ference,  several  hundred  persons  signed 
a  document  called  “The  Baltimore 
Declaration.”  It  calls  attention  to  a 
variety  of  issues  that  our  church  needs  to 
be  addressing  much  more  forcefully, 
including:  the  need  to  practice  biblically- 
based  evangelism;  the  need  to  expand 
and  strengthen  the  church’s  worldwide 
mission  outreach;  the  continuing  reality 
of  hunger  among  millions  of  the  world’s 
people;  the  frightening  threat  of  nuclear 
annihilation  posed  by  the  massive  amount 
of  the  world’s  resources  that  are  spent 
building  weapons;  and  the  ever-widening 
gap  between  rich  and  poor  people  and 
nations. 

At  this  point  in  time,  we  believe  Chris¬ 
tian  faithfulness  should  compel  both 
those  who  approve  and  those  who 
disapprove  United  Methodism’s  official 
stance  regarding  homosexuality-related 
issues  to  transfer  primary  attention  and 
passion  to  addressing  these  and  other 
similarly  pressing  issues  like  those 
raised  in  the  “Baltimore  Declaration.” 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

BALTIMORE—  Take  away  the  hoopla 
and  any  United  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ference  is  finally  what  the  1,000  delegates 
make  it  —  and  also  what  they  say  it  is. 

The  one  theme  that  seems  best  to  sum 
up  what  these  1,000  delegates  to  the  1984 
General  Conference  here  May  l-ll  said  is 
“unity.”  A  pre-conference  survey  of  the 
delegates  found  that  they  wanted,  more 
than  anything  else,  to  help  build  bridges 
and  restore  unity  to  the  church. 

One  word  seldom  heard  at  this  General 
Conference  was  “liberal.”  This  session 
spent  relatively  little  time  adopting  rela¬ 
tively  few  actions  that  might  commonly 
be  described  as  “liberal.” 

Fairly  common,  though,  were  dele¬ 
gates’  asessments  that  this  was  a  “conser¬ 
vative,”  or  “cautious”  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  Fart  of  that  caution,  delegates  said, 
was  because  so  many  of  them  tried  to  stay 
tuned  in  to  what  they  thought  the  people 
back  in  theiF  home  churches  wanted. 

Unity  was  found 

In  their  final  hours  in  session,  several 
delegates  told  the  Reporter  they  believe 
this  General  Conference,  in  truth,  found 
the  unity  which  the  delegates  sought. 

Even  in  their  final  few  minutes,  when 
Bishop  James  S.  Thomas,  new  president 
of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  led  a  brief  but 
convincing  devotion,  “unity”  was  on  the 
delegates’  thoughts. 

"St.  Paul  taught  us,”  Bishop  Thomas 
reminded  the  delegates  and  guests, 
whose  ranks  were  somewhat  thinned  at 
the  12:30  a.m.  hour,  “about  the  diversity 
of  gifts.  But  he  also  taught  that  our  basic 
unity  is  found  in  Christ.  Nothing  can  sep¬ 
arate  us  from  that  great  gift  of  unity  in 
Christ.” 

A  small  but  diverse  sample  of  con¬ 
ference  participants  during  the  final  day 
revealed  that  most  of  those  questioned 
thought  the  Conference  reflected  an 
uncommon  spirit  of  unity  along  with  a  re¬ 


luctance  to  make  major  changes  in 
church  policies. 

“There  was  obviously  a  high  level  of 
respect  for  the  opinions  of  each  delegate, 
even  though  we  are  a  very  diverse  group 
and  may  seem  parochial  at  times,”  said 
the  Rev.  Edward  R.  Wilkins  of  the 
Peninsula  conference.  “It’s  encouraging 
to  see  wp  ran  work  together  despite  our 
differences.” 

Divisions  not  so  sharp 

The  Rev.  David  Chaney  of  the 
Northern  Illinois  conference  agreed.  “I 
don’t  feel  the  sharpness  of  division  that  I 
did  in  Indianapolis  (1980  General 
Conference).  Though  I  didn’t  agree  with 
all  the  actions  here,  I  don’t  feel  we  were 
as  divided.” 

The  Bicentennial  setting  helped  foster 
the  cooperative  spirit,  Mr.  Chaney  said. 
“It  was  a  kind  of  presence  we  celebrated 
and  affirmed,”  he  said. 

Loretta  Young  of  the  West  Virginia 
conference  seemed,  like  Bishop  Thomas, 
to  celebrate  St.  Paul’s  reminder  of 
diverse  gifts.  “This  General  Conference 
affirms  my  belief  that  our  pluralism  is 
one  of  our  strongest  attributes,”  she  said. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  B.  Bethea  of  the  North 
Carolina  conference  said  he  was  sur¬ 
prised  at  the  conference’s  preoccupation 
with  ordaining  homosexuals. 

Another  angle  on  that  debate  came 
from  the  Rev.  Elias  Galvan  of  the  Pacific 
and  Southwest  conference.  “I  was  some¬ 
what  discouraged,”  he  said,  “by  the 
inflexibility,  hostility  and  vindictiveness 
shown  by  some  delegates  when  legis¬ 
lation  about  general  boards  or  the  issue 
of  homosexuality  was  on  the  floor.” 

Priority  proves  pleasing 

But  Mr.  Galvan,  like  several  others, 
was  pleased  with  the  conference’s  action 
renewing  the  ethnic  minority  local  church 
as  the  whole  church’s  “missional 
priority”  for  another  four  years. 

Helen  Fannings  of  the  Northern  Illinois 


Looking  ahead  to  next  week: 


BALTIMORE  —  The  1984  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Conference,  true  to  the 
form  of  General  Conferences  past,  pro¬ 
duced  far  more  news  of  significance  to 
Reporter  readers  than  can  be  published 
in  the  issue  immediately  following  the 
quadrennial  conference. 

Following  is  a  brief  digest  of  actions 
about  which  you  may  expect  to  see  more 
complete  coverage  in  subsequent  issues: 

•  A  four-year  budget  for  general 
church  programs  was  pared  to  $350  mil¬ 
lion.  The  delegates  worked  under  a  self- 
imposed  26  percent  budgetary  “cap,” 
adopted  earlier  in  the  conference.  This  is 
the  first  time  in  United  Methodism’s 
history  that  a  ceiling  has  been  placed  on 
the  percent  of  additional  funds  that  will 
be  requested  of  local  churches  for 
general  church  programs  during  a  four- 


Abortion  stance  clarified 


By  DOUGLAS  CANNON 

BALTIMORE  —  The  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference  clarified  here  last  week  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  position  on 
abortion. 

One  sentence  of  the  denomination’s 
Social  Principles  statement  was 
reworded  to  specify  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  church  sanctions  the 
premature  termination  of  pregnancy. 

The  revised  wording  says  the  church 
may  “support  the  legal  option  of 
abortion”  in  "tragic  conflicts  of  life  with 
life.” 

“I  know  of  no  statement  in  Christen¬ 
dom  on  this  particular  issue  that  is  as 
strong,  as  workable,  as  solid  as  this  one,” 
said  the  Rev.  C.  Joseph  Sprague  of  the 
West  Ohio  conference.  He  was  chairman 
of  the  General  Conference  legislative 
committee  on  Church  and  Society. 


That  panel  recommended  the  abortion- 
statement  revision  94  to  1.  Similarly,  only 
a  handful  of  the  1,000  General  Conference 
delegates  voted  against  the  change 
after  the  committee  had  made  its  report. 

The  previous  stand,  passed  by  the  1972 
General  Conference  in  Atlanta,  had  con¬ 
tained  this  sentence:  “We  support  the 
legal  option  of  abortion  under  the  proper 
medical  procedures.” 

The  new  statement,  Mr.  Sprague  said, 
is  so  explicit  that  it  could  not  be  taken  out 
of  context  as  many  felt  had  been  done 
with  the  1972  statement. 

Nearly  2,000  petitions  had  asked  that 
the  stance  specifically  oppose  abortion 
for  matters  of  convenience.  Delegates  re¬ 
jected  amendments  stating  that  after 
speakers  explained  that  such  opposition 
is  implicit  in  the  changed  wording. 


year  period. 

•  A  new  telecommunications  proposal 
that  delegates  readily  accepted  fell  vic¬ 
tim  of  the  new  budgetary  ceiling  —  and 
finally  was  approved  to  receive  only  $3.9 
million  of  a  $l9.2-million  request  over  the 
next  four  years.  Half  of  those  funds  will 
be  returned  to  annual  conferences  for 
their  telecommunications  efforts. 

•  A  report  commending  the  use  of 
inclusive  language  in  the  UMC  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  delegates. 

•  A  25-member  quadrennial  hymnal 
review  committee  is  to  be  formed  to 
create  a  model  of  a  new  hymnal  for  ap¬ 
proval  at  the  1988  General  Conference  in 
The  use  of  inclusive  language  in  the  new 
hymnal  was  commended,  but  the  com¬ 
mittee  was  handed  specific  instructions 
to  respect  the  language  of  traditional 
hymns  and  to  provide  alternate  texts  for 
the  same  tunes  where  the  committee 
deems  it  appropriate. 

•  Delegates  approved  goals  for  the 
UMC  to  add  one  million  members 
during  the  next  four  years  and  to  more 
than  double  its  9.4  million  members  to  20 
million  by  1992. 

•  Delegates  rejected  an  effort  to 
change  the  UMC’s  Social  Principles  so 
that  they  no  longer  would  pledge  United 
Methodist  “support”  to  members  who 
choose  to  serve  in  the  military.  However, 
they  did  change  the  Social  Principles 
statement  on  forced  military  service, 
terming  it  “incompatible  with  the  Gos¬ 
pel.” 

•  A  lengthy  resolution  on  Central  Amer¬ 
ica  calls  on  the  U.S.  to  support  other 
nations  in  their  efforts  to  find  a  peaceful, 
non-military  solution  to  conflicts  there 
and  to  recognize  the  conflicts  in  Central 
America  as  struggles  for  human  rights 
and  self-determination  rather  than  con¬ 
frontations  between  the  super-powers  of 
East  and  West. 


conference  expressed  pleasure  at  that 
vote.  “The  opportunities  for  leadership 
development  and  opportunities  to 
strengthen  our  churches  give  me  hope." 

Harold  H.  Quickel  of  the  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  conference  said  he  thought 
the  delegates  sent  a  message  to  the 
church’s  general  boards  and  agencies  by 
putting  a  cap  on  general  church  funds. 

The  Rev.  N.  Alex  Rogers  of  the  Louis¬ 
ville  Conference  said,  “I  feel  that  this  con¬ 
ference  has  been  very  responsive  and 
sensitive  to  the  feelings  and  issues  in  local 
churches.  I  think  it  has  essentially  been  a 
conservative  conference,  bringing  the 
church  back  into  the  middle  of  the  road.” 

The  Rev.  C.  Joseph  Sprague  of  the  West 
Ohio  conference  termed  the  gathering 
“extremely  cautious.”  He  said  delegates 
“seemed  unduly  concerned  about  a  few 
sensational  issues,  such  as  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  inclusive  language,  that 
were  supposedly  very  important  to  the 
people  at  the  grassroots.” 

The  Rev.  Masaichi  Katayama  of  the 
South  Indiana  conference  agreed  that  dele¬ 
gates  were  satisfied  with  the  status  quo. 

Good  spirit  in  controversy 

“But  I  think  it’s  important  to  note  that 
we  have  gone  through  some  contro¬ 
versial  issues  with  a  really  good  spirit,” 
Mr.  Katayama  said.  “Not  everything  has 
gone  the  way  I  would  have  liked,  but  the 
spirit  has  been  good,  and  that  has  been 
our  salvation.” 

The  Rev.  Richard  B.  Wilke  of  the 
Kansas  West  conference  said  he  thought 
“a  desire  to  hold  the  United  Methodist 
Church  together”  led  to  the  caution  and 
spirit  of  unity. 

Despite  the  positive  attitude  about  the 
meeting  in  general,  several  of  those 
questioned  added  specific  criticisms. 

“I  feel  good  and  bad,”  said  Ray  Cox  Jr. 
of  the  South  Georgia  conference.  “I 
would  have  preferred  the  ‘Church  Alive’ 
priority  because  of  its  evangelistic  tone 
and  because  our  church  extension  could 
have  been  for  all  Methodists  rather  than 
just  one  segment.” 

Mr.  Cox  said  he  was  also  upset  because 
the  conference  had  not  debated  92  peti¬ 
tions  from  local  churches  and  annual 
conferences  against  the  eventually-adop¬ 
ted  inclusive  language  proposal. 

"I’m  not  sure  if  they  (petitions)  came 
from  92  individuals  or  6,000  people,”  Mr. 
Cox  said.  “They  said,  ‘Please  don’t  do 
this,’  and  they  were  never  heard.” 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Ossev-Akoannor,  a 
student  at  Wesley  Theological  Seminary 


from  Ghana,  said  he  was  disappointed 
that  the  church  did  not  allocate  the 
requested  $4.8  million  for  telecommuni¬ 
cation  ministries. 

Late  for  telecommunications 

“We  are  living  in  the  communications 
age,  and  the  whole  world  is  looking  to  the' 
church  for  leadership,”  said  Mr.  Ossev- 
Akoannor,  a  member  of  the  UM  Commu¬ 
nications  conference  television  crew.  “It 
is  already  very  late.  The  church  should 
have  gone  into  telecommunications  long' 
ago,  and  I  am  worried  that  the  church  is' 
still  dragging  its  feet.” 

If  the  church  had  a  telecommunica-1 
tions  program,  Mr.  Ossev-Akoannor' 
said,  United  Methodists  could  easily 
exceed  their  1992  goal  of  20  million 
members  by  100  percent. 

Fischer  P.  Heinz  of  the  German  South 
conference  said  he  was  sorry  the 
conference’s  cumbersome  legislative 
procedures  took  so  much-time.  ii  u«  v 

“As  95  percent  of  all  amendments  and 
motions  failed,  there  should  be  a  way 
found  to  prevent  so  many  amendment 
motions,”  he  said  about  the  total  legisla¬ 
tive  process. 

Dr.  Samukinda  Kakoma  of  the 
Southern  Zaire  conference  said  he  felt  a 
bit  left  out.  About  90  percent  of  the  issues 
concerned  only  the  churches  in  the 
United  States,  he  said.  Many  issues  could 
have  been  treated  in  annual  conferences, 
he  added. 

Bishop  Dwight  E.  Loder  of  the  Ohio 
West  Area  disliked  having  trivial  topics 
brought  up  on  the  conference  floor. 

“Parliamentary  game  players  spent 
literally  hours  of  time  each  day  —  at  $60 
a  second,”  he  said. 

The  bishop  likened  the  delegates  to  a 
board  of  trustees  that  would  spend  five 
minutes  discussing  a  $1  million 
transaction  but  would  argue  for  two 
hours  about  buying  a  $12  screen  door. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Yrigoyen  Jr.  of  the, 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  conference  said 
the  12-day  session  tried  to  do  "too  much] 
business  in  too  little  time  —  at  least  at  the 
end.” 

Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw  of  the 
Minnesota  Area  said  the  Baltimore 
meeting  was  the  best  of  the  seven 
General  Conferences  he  has  attended. 

Bishop  Jack  Tuell  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Area  called  the  session  “very  mature 
and  loving.”  He  added,  "I  think  there  is  a 
general  spirit  and  love  and  acceptance  of 
one  another  that  is  somewhat  a  depar¬ 
ture  from  the  previous  General  Con¬ 
ferences.” 


For  the  Next  Bicentennial: 


Our  Church  History 


Preserve  your  church’s  personal  story  in  a  binder  designed  to  last 
through  the  next  two  hundred  years.  Filled  with  special  acid-free, 
archival-quality  paper,  Our  Church  History  is  a  generous  1 5  Vz  x  1 1 Vz 
— big  enough  to  accomodate  even  8"  x  10’’  photographs.  Log  in  your 
church’s  historical  documents  and  their  sources  on  the  elegantly  lined 
accession  pages;  record  significant  events  on  the  journal  sheets;  and  fill 
the  blank  pages  with  newspaper  clippings,  bulletins,  special  programs, 
or  other  important  printed  material. 

For  all  United  Methodists  serious  about  the  perservation  of  their 
church’s  local  history,  this  beautiful  gold-stamped  binder  will  prove  an 
indispensable  purchase.  Only  $35.  Refill  pages  available. 

(J)  Abingdon  Press 
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Circuit  riders  end  journey  from 


to  Methodism ’s  birthplace 


BALTIMORE  —  United  Methodist  circuit  riders  from  Kansas  rode 
up  to  the  birthplace  of  their  denomination.  Lovely  Lane  Church  here,  on 
Sunday,  May  6.  They  began  their  journey  in  early  March  following  the 
same  route  as  the  early  circuit  riders  200  years  ago.  They  preached  one  or 
two  services  along  their  route  to  Baltimore  each  day. 

“When  1  gave  the  invitation,  I  told  them  ‘The  clothes  and  the  style  of  our 


journey  are  imitations  of  something  out  of  history,  but  the  invitation  to 
accept  Christ  is  real,’  ”  said  the  Rev.  Sidney  D.  Dillinger,  71,  (right)  of 
the  Missouri  West  Annual  Conference.  “We  had  more  than  a  hundred 
people  come  forward  before  we  stopped  counting.  A  lot  accepted  Christ  as 
their  Savior  for  the  first  time.” 

The  Rev.  Ralph  E.  Jarboe  Jr.,  37,  (center)  of  the  Kansas  West  conference 


arranged  to  have  local  Lnited  Methodist  ministers  present  at  each  rest 
stop  for  a  preaching  service  so  that  those  answering  the  invitations  could 
be  referred  to  a  community  of  believers,  Mr.  Dillinger  said.  Harry  Sweet, 
63,  (left),  provided  assistance  to  the  modern-day  circuit  riders  along  the 
way. 
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Ministry 

By  STEPHEN  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

BALTIMORE  -  The  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  rejected  the  report 
last  week  of  a  study  committee  which 
spent  most  of  four  years  trying  to  help 
the  denomination  reach  a  new 
understanding  and  a  new  ordering  of  its 
ordained  ministry 

The  report  of  the  1983-84  Ministry  Study 
Committee  had  the  endorsement,  albeit 
by  a  split  vote,  of  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

Instead  of  adopting  that  report. 
General  Conference  delegates  mandated 
the  formation  of  a  new  commission  to 
continue  study  of  the  ministry  during  the 
coming  four  years.  The  new  commission, 
unlike  the  one  whose  report  was  voted 
down  here  and  which  was  made  up 
entirely  of  persons  who  are  members  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  board, 
will  include  three  members  from  outside 
the  continental  U.S.  and  be  inclusive  of 
the  church’s  diverse  membership. 

The  rejection  by  General  Conference 
left  unchanged  the  present  ordering  of 
United  Methodism’s  ministry,  including 
retention  of  the  traditional  process 
requiring  persons  to  be  ordained  as 
deacons  as  a  step  on  the  way  to  “full 
connection”  as  an  elder. 


study  proposal  rejected;  new  study  called  for 


the  fact  that  if  we  treat  lightly  or  without 
serious  deliberation  the  issues  of  mission 
and  ministry,  we  may  indeed  find 
ourselves  as  a  church  forfeiting  our 
birthright.” 

According  to  Dr.  Dale  Dunlap,  dean  of 
United  Methodist-related  St.  Paul  School 
of  Theology  and  chairman  of  the  1981-84 
Ministry  Study  Committee,  his 
committee  submitted  its  proposal  in 
response  to  a  mandate  from  the  1980 
General  Conference.  That  mandate 
called  for  the  three  divisions  of  the  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  to 
bring  recommendations  to  the  1984 
General  Conference  “reflecting  a  holistic 
understanding  and  ordering  of  ministry, 
with  specific  response  to  a  permanent 
diaconate  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.” 

At  the  heart  of  the  proposal  submitted 
by  Dr.  Dunlap’s  committee  was  a  recom¬ 
mendation  calling  for  a  “permanent  dia¬ 
conate”  as  a  means  of  representing  to 
the  church  “its  calling  as  a  servant  in  the 
world,”  according  to  Dr.  Dunlap.  It 
would  have  established  the  order  of 
deacon  to  be  set  apart  for  the  ministry  of 
“liturgy,  service  and  justice.”  The  new 
order  would  have  had  equal  status  with 
the  present  order  of  elder  which  would  be 
set  apart  for  the  ministry  of  “word, 
sacrament  and  order.” 


including  the  following: 

•  the  relationship  of  baptism  and 
ordination; 

•  the  nature  and  function  of  the  general 
ministry  of  all  baptized  Christians; 

•  the  meaning  of  the  term  “represen¬ 
tative  ministry”; 

•  the  nature  of  ordination; 

•  the  relationship  between  deacons  and 
elders  in  the  church’s  understanding  of 
ministry; 

•  the  need  for  itineration  of  ordained 
persons ; 

•  the  views  of  Methodist  Christians 
other  than  United  Methodists;  and 

•  the  status  of  present  diaconal  minis¬ 
ters,  including  concerns  related  to 
“equity  and  justice.” 

Janet  Stephenson,  a  lay  delegate  from 
Iowa,  defended  the  Ministry  Study 
proposal  as  a  means  for  the  church  to 
"expand  our  ministry  in  new  ways  to 


meet  new  situations,”  noting  that  the 
world  is  “in  deep  need”  of  the  kinds  of 
ministry  which  a  permanent  diaconate 
would  undertake. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Rev.  David 
Lawson  from  the  South  Indiana 
Conference,  faulted  the  proposal  for  not 
addressing  the  “shaping  and  forming  of 
a  new  vitality  among  elders." 

“We  are  not  in  a  race,  and  there  are  no 
prizes  to  be  won  for  first  place”  Mr. 
Lawson  said,  contending  that  the  church 
should  take  time  to  do  a  “good  job”  in  its 
efforts  to  renew  its  understanding  and 
ordering  of  ministry. 

The  Rev.  Blaine  Taylor,  district 
superintendent  from  the  Southern  New 
England  Conference,  echoed  the  same 
point  and  added  that  the  church  also 
needs  to  think  more  carefully  about  the 
“breadth  of  lay  ministry”  as  well  as 
ordained  ministry. 


Lectionary:  no  position  taken 


BALTIMORE  —  The  controversial 
“Inclusive  Language  Lectionary”  pro¬ 
duced  by  one  division  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  was  neither  en¬ 
dorsed  nor  condemned  by  the  1984  United 
Methodist  General  Conference. 

About  85  petitions  from  local  churches 


and  individuals  asked  for  a  prohibition 
against  using  it  in  UM  churches. 

Delegates  disapproved  that  sugges¬ 
tion,  but  they  also  voted  down  a  proposal 
that  would  have  called  the  church’s  at¬ 
tention  to  the  lectionary  as  “a  voluntary 
worship  resource." 


Fatigue  takes  its  toll  in  Baltimore 


BALTIMORE  —  Eyeglasses  removed  and  head  resting,  this  delegate  has 
called  his  own  recess  during  a  session  at  the  1984  General  Conference.  De¬ 
spite  constant  action  on  the  floor,  the  grueling  schedule  of  the  12  day 
meeting  was  too  much  for  some.  reporter  staff  photo  by  debra  ennaco 


Have  come  ‘some  distance’ 

Dr.  James  Logan,  professor  of 
theology  at  United  Methodist-related 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary  and  a 
member  of  the  legislative  committee 
that  recommended  “non-concurrence” 
with  the  ministry  study  proposal, 
thanked  the  committee  for  the  “distance 
it  has  brought”  the  church  in  its 
understanding  of  mission  and  ministry. 

But,  Dr.  Logan  said,  “We  are  not  yet 
home.” 

“If  we  are  true  to  the  tradition  of  our 
church,”  said  Dr.  Logan,  “we  must  face 


“Permanent  deacons,”  according  to 
the  proposal,  would  have  had  annual 
conference  membership  and  voting 
rights  like  elders,  but  unlike  elders, 
would  have  found  their  own  place  of 
employment  and  would  not  itinerate,  i.e., 
be  subject  to  being  moved  by  a  bishop  to 
another  appointment.  Deacons,  also 
unlike  elders,  would  not  have  been 
guaranteed  an  appointment. 

Without  rejecting  the  possibility  of  a 
permanent  diaconate,  Dr.  Logan  noted 
eight  “critical  areas”  requiring  further 
study  in  the  view  of  his  committee. 


You  can  guarantee  a  lifetime 
income  for  yourself  and 
also  help  The  United 
Methodist  Archives  and 
History  Center 


Interested?  Here's  how:  If  you  purchase  a  Reinsured  Gift  Annuity 
you  will  be  paid  annually  up  to  14%*  on  your  "investment"  for  the 
rest  of  your  life  —  and  approximately  50%  of  your  initial 
"investment"  can  be  used  immediately  to  pay  for  the  construction 
costs  of  The  United  Methodist  Archives  6-  History  Center,  and  for 
research  in  women's  history. 

'Interest  rate  depends  on  age  of  person  receiving  annuity  payments. 


For  information  write  to: 

The  National  Women's  History  Committee 
for 

The  United  Methodist 
Archives  and  History  Center 
Drew  University,  302  Tilghman 
Madison.  NJ  07940 


(Please  prlnti 

□  Please  mail  information  on  how  I  can  help  myself  and  help  the 
Archives  and  History  Center. 

Name_ _ _ 

Street _ _ 

City - . - State _ Zip _ 

My  church  is _ . _ 


Six  new  4-year 9  church-wide  studies  voted 

^  t.  ,  ,  ...  ,  ■  i  m  A  nin^Accfnl 


By  DAN  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

BALTIMORE  —  Delegates  to  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  moved 
the  church  toward  its  third  century  with 
the  blessing  or  burden  —  depending  on 
one’s  perspective  —  of  six  church-wide 
studies  to  be  conducted  during  the 
coming  four  years. 

In  response  to  concerns  from  a  broad 
cross-section  of  the  church’s 
membership,  the  delegates  approved 
separate  studies  on  mission,  ministry, 
doctrine,  older  adult  ministries,  youth 
ministries,  and  the  creation  of  a  new 
hymnal. 

One  longtime  executive  of  general 
church  agencies  said  he  cannot  recall  the 
church  ever  coordinating  so  many  con¬ 
current  studies  during  a  quadrennium. 

The  study  of  the  mission  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  was  proposed  by  130  of 
the  denomination’s  seminary  professors. 
The  report  to  the  General  Conference 
said  the  study  is  needed  to  reclaim  “the 
unifying  vision  which  put  it  (the  church) 
into  effective  mission.” 

Church  has  become  “fixated” 

The  Rev.  James  Logan,  professor  of 
systematic  theology  at  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary,  in  Washington 
D.C.  and  author  of  the  call  for  the  study, 
said  it  is  needed  because  “.  .  .in  losing 
the  mission  vision,  the  churches  have 
come  more  and  more  to  see  themselves 
as  the  object  of  mission.  The  church  has 
become  fixated  on  itself.” 

One  factor  in  the  proposed  mission 
study  is  concern  about  the  mission 
philosophy  of  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the  recent 
establishment  of  the  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists,  an  alternate 
missionary-sending  group.  Apparently 
with  that  in  mind,  Carolyn  Oehler  of 
Chicago,  chairperson  of  the  legislative 
committee  presenting  the  report,  said 
“mission”  for  purposes  of  the  study  is 
defined  in  the  broadest  possible  sense, 
“transcending  what  we  usually  consider 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  work  to 
encompass  really  the  purpose  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church." 

Apparently  satisfied  that  this  church- 
wide  study  on  “mission”  would  meet  the 
current  concerns  of  the  church, 
delegates  two  days  later  rejected  — 
though  only  narrowly  —  a  proposal  to 
establish  a  task  force  specifically  to 


study  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

In  a  later  action,  the  delegates 
approved  $120,000  for  the  special 
Commission  to  study  the  mission  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  money 
will  come  from  the  World  Service 
Contingency  Fund. 

New  ministry  study  okayed 

In  other  action  ,  within  a  24-hour  period 
the  delegates  both  rejected  the 
recommendation  of  a  ministry  study 
group  called  by  the  1980  General 
Conference  and  approved  a  new  study  on 
ministry  for  the  coming  four  years.  Like 
the  study  committee  before  it,  the  new 
group  will  investigate  the  meaning  of 
ordination,  how  ordained  ministers 
relate  to  the  sacraments,  the  nature  of 
itineracy,  and  the  nature  of  annual  con¬ 
ference  membership. 

The  General  Conference  action 
relative  to  the  proposal  was  designed  to 
assure  various  segments  of  the  church 
representation  on  the  study  group.  The 
Rev.  Lycurgus  M.  Starkey,  from  the 
Missouri  East  conference,  said  the  intent 
of  the  group  was  to  keep  the  study 
separate  from  the  board  and  agency 
structure  of  the  church.  The  task  force 
will  be  named  by  the  Council  of  Bishops. 


It  will  include  five  bishops,  five 
theological  seminary  professors,  five 
pastors,  five  diaconal  ministers  who 
serve  on  church  staffs  in  positions  other 
than  the  pastor  and  10  laypersons  ( three 
of  whom  must  be  from  outside  the  United 
States.  $160,000  was  approved  to  fund  the 
new  ministry  study  from  the  World 
Service  Contingency  Fund.  (See  related 
story  elsewhere  on  this  page) . 

New  doctrinal  study  planned 

In  addition  to  mandating  studies  of  the 
church's  mission  and  ministry,  the 
General  Conference  also  approved  the 
development  of  a  new  doctrinal 
statement.  In  response  to  numerous 
petitions  from  across  the  church,  the 
proposal  for  the  theological  study  calls 
for  defining  the  scope  of  Wesleyan 
heritage  “in  the  context  of  our  modern 
world.” 

Delegates  were  told  the  new  study  L 
needed  because  the  church  ministers  in  a 
different  set  of  world  conditions  than 
when  the  current  statement  was 
developed  in  1972.  Some  critics  chastise 
the  present  standard  for  espousing 
“theological  pluralism."  However, 
supporters  credit  the  present  statement 
with  providing  theological  dialogue  that 
“has  developed  in  depth  and  scope  both 
in  Wesleyan  and  ecumenical  circles." 


Age  groups  successful 

Seeking  to  have  a  greater  voice  in  their 
own  destiny,  two  age  level  groups  got 
what  they  sought  from  the  General 
Conference.  Youth  and  their  supporters 
were  successful  in  support  for  winning  a 
comprehensive  study  to  examine  the 
purpose,  structure  and  management  of 
United  Methodist’s  National  Youth 
Ministries  Organization  as  well  as  its 
relationship  with  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship.  The  study  grew  out 
of  a  youth-initiated  minority  report  that 
was  stimulated  by  an  intra-agency! 
squabble  between  the  youth  organization 
and  the  Board  of  Discipleship.  The  chief 
immediate  issue  is  whether  NYMO 
should  be  an  autonomous  group  account-! 
able  to  the  board  or  an  organization! 
under  direct  auspices  of  the  board. 

An  older  adults  ministries  study  “by, 
with  and  for  older  adults”  in  the  United 
States  and  Puerto  Rico  was  also 
approved  by  the  delegates. 

“We  older  adults  want  to  have  a  voice 
in  determining  our  destiny  in  the 
church,”  said  William  Millet  of  the 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  conference.  “We 
want  less  fluff  and  more  substance." 

One  additional  study  was  approved 
during  the  General  Conference.  It 
provides  for  the  development  of  a  new 
United  Methodist  hymnal. 


A  NIGHT  AWAY  FROM  HOME 

Wc  dll  welcome  a  chance  to  get  away  from  home  every  once 
in  a  while.  Children  are  no  different  and  consider  a  trip  to 
camp  a  real  adventure. 

Camping  programs  of  the  Alaska  Missionary  Conference  help 
local  churches  send  children  and  youth  to  camp.  Because  of 
limited  financial  resources,  there  are  more  children  who  de¬ 
serve  this  adventure  than  can  be  helped. 

Your  Advance  gift  to  this  project  can 
provide  help  to  send  a  child  to  camp. 
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Ministries,  NATIONAL  DIVISION. 
Room  1439,  475  Riverside  Dr., 
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Judge  conference 
by  fruits ,  not  votes 


Outler 


sermon 


Sgmo SC 


By  ANN  WHITING 

BALTIMORE  —  Preaching  to  a  stand¬ 
ing-room-only  congregation  at  Lovely 
Lane  United  Methodist  Church  at  the 
mid-point  of  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  Dr.  Albert  Outler  said  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  —  and  not  the  General  Conference 
—  would  be  the  agent  for  reinvigorating 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Dr .  Outler  is  a  widely-known  expert  on 
Wesleyan  theology  and  an  emeritus  pro¬ 
fessor  from  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

Dr.  Outler  told  the  congregation,  made 
up  largely  of  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gates  and  visitors,  that  the  UMC  has  de¬ 
clined  from  a  “church  on  the  march  to  a 
church  in  the  mode  of  maintenance.” 

Dr.  Outler  noted  that  “the  formal  au¬ 
thority  of  ecclesiastical  structures  is  nev¬ 
er  decisive.”  Citing  John  Wesley,  Dr. 
Outler  observed,  “Councils  can  and  do 


err.  True  authority  comes  from  God.  Ir-’ 
regular  councils  and  seemingly  minor 
events  can  sometimes  produce  the  great¬ 
est  results. 

“Judge  the  General  Conference,”  Dr. 
Outler  urged,  "by  whether  or  not  a 
dispirited  church  comes  to  be  a  spirited 
one,  enlivened  for  tasks  of  mission  and 
ministry,  not  by  decisions  made  on  this 
or  that.” 

Looking  to  the  third  century  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Methodism,  Dr.  Outler  said,  “19th 
century  conservatism  and  20th  century 
liberalism  are  both  spent  forces.”  Until 
the  church  recovers  the  emphases  of  sin 
and  grace,  justification  and  sanctifica¬ 
tion,  he  said,  “the  power  of  our  witness 
will  be  enfeebled. 

“Christian  existence  is  in,  with  and  un¬ 
der  the  Holy  Spirit  which  enables  the 
church  to  represent  Jesus  Christ  to  each 
new  epoch,”  Dr.  Outler  said. 

“A  Spirit  wind  is  blowing  in  Indonesia, 
Africa,  Korea,  on  college  campuses  and 
even  in  some  churches!  It  is  bringing  re¬ 
freshment  to  jaded  churches. 

“The  goal  of  American  Methodism  at 
its  founding  was  to  reform  the  nation  .  .  . 
and  spread  scriptural  holiness  —  love  of 
God  and  love  of  neighbor,  and  in  that  or¬ 
der  across  the  land.  We  need  to  recov¬ 
er  a  monomania  for  mission,  for  dignity 
and  liberation,  for  justice,  righteousness 
and  the  rule  of  grace.  ” 


WELComE 


united  mithoukta 


P eople  were  both  interesting  and  interested 


BALTIMORE  —  The  Rev.  Albert  C. 
Outler  autographs  volume  one  of  “The 
Works  of  John  Wesley”  for  a  delegate  at 
General  Conference.  Dr.  Outler  is  editor 
of  the  volumes  in  the  series  that  contain 
sermons  by  John  Wesley. 

REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DEBRA  ENNACO 


Mrs.  Whiting  is  the  conference  editor 
of  the  Southern  New  England  Conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter. 


Bishop  Ledden  greeted 

BALTIMORE  —  Bishop  Earl  W. 
Ledden  stands  to  greet  delegates  during 
a  General  Conference  legislative  session. 
The  96-year-old  retired  bishop  was  recog¬ 
nized  as  the  oldest  member  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops  and  the  oldest  bishop 
attending  the  General  Conference. 

REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DON  SMALL 
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Delegates  bought 


ueiegaies  nought  souvenirs 

BALTIMORE  —  Delegates  often  hurried  to  the  Cokesbury  display  in  the 
Civic  Center  during  breaks  to  buy  books  and  Bicentennial  souvenirs, 
Elizabeth  Short,  a  lay  delegate  from  the  Southern  Illinois  conference  and  a 
member  of  Aldersgate  Community  UMC,  bought  postcards  to  send  home. 


UMC  supports  right  of 
elderly  to  die  with  dignity 


Looking  For  Help 


BALTIMORE  (UMNS)  —  The  right  to  care  facilities, 
die  with  dignity  was  supported  in  a  state-  All  levels  of  the  church  were  ( 
ment  on  aging  adopted  by  the  General  aged  to  include  ministries  “for 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  and  by  the  elderly.” 

Church. 

It  had  passed  the  Church  and  Society  Delegates  reCOfflli 
Legislative  Committee  without  opposi-  ®  © 

tion.  It  passed  the  whole  of  the  General  Knrp«n  fpntonnl 
Conference  on  the  consent  calendar,  a  “all  v>-Cnienilli 

process  by  which  legislation  receiving  BALTIMORE,  (UMNS)  —  Del 
unanimous  committee  approval  is  passed  of  the  United  Methodist  General  ( 
automatically  unless  a  vote  is  called  for.  once  recognized  the  Centennial 
“Concern  for  older  persons  in  the  Methodist  Church  in  Korea  —  the 
church  is  theologically  grounded  in  the  of  early  American  Methodist  missi 
doctrine  of  Creation  .  .  .  and  in  the  nature  A  resolution  brought  to  the  body 
of  the  church  as  an  agent  of  redemption  Rev.  Hae-  Jong  Kim  of  Creskill 
and  defender  of  justice  for  all,”  said  the  called  attention  to  the  centennia 
report.  bration  of  the  900,000-member  I 

“Older  adults  in  the  U.S.  deserve  re-  Methodist  Church  which  coincide 
spect,  dignity  and  equal  opportunity,”  the  Bicentennial  of  Methodism  in  t 
the  report  continued.  “The  United  Meth-  Recognizing  that  the  Korean  chi 
odist  Church  is  called  to  be  an  advocate  the  fastest  growing  one  in  the  wor 
for  the  elderly.”  The  report  called  for  uti-  resolution  says,  in  part  ”...  that  < 
lization  of  the  elderly’s  experience,  wis-  came  into  being  as  a  direct  result 
dom  and  skills.  Issues  deserving  advo-  Methodist  mission  begun  100  year 
cacy  are  health  maintenance,  adequate  indeed  the  bread  of  life  cast  awa; 
income,  educational  opportunities  and  the  sea  100  years  ago  has  returnet 
vocational  and  avocational  experiences.  .  .  .  900,000  fold.” 

The  church  was  urged  to  cooperate  with  Bishop  Byung  Choo  Suh  of  the 
public  and  private  sectors  of  society  in  odist  Church  of  Korea  presented  i 
ensuring  these  rights.  of  the  new  Korean  ecumenical  hyir 

Specific  suggestions  were  made  to  the  United  Methodist  Council  of  B 
local  church,  annual  conferences,  president  James  S.  Thomas  of 
general  boards  and  agencies,  and  Canton,  Ohio,  in  honor  of  the  cent 
church-related  retirement  and  health  and  bicentennial  of  the  two  churche 

Retired  bishop’s  new  book 
recounts  process  of  1968  union 

BALTIMORE  (UMNS) 


Vl|aykumar  Is  a  child  of  India.  Ha  Is 
one  of  four  childran  in  the  family.  His 
father  is  dead  and  his  mother  earns 
about  twenty  cents  a  day. 

You  could  help  Vijaykumar  or  another 
child  like  him  through  WORLD'S  CHIL¬ 
DREN,  INC.,  a  Christian  organization, 
founded  in  1965.  WCI  is  reaching  just  as 
many  children  as  possible,  feeding  them 
with  spiritual  and  physical  food. 

What  does  it  cost  to  sponsor  a  child? 
Only  $13  a  month.  The  corporation  is 
U.S.  government  approved  so  all  dona¬ 
tions  are  tax-deductible.  Administrative 
costs  are  kept  at  a  minimum.  All  spon¬ 
sors  receive  an  audit  copy.  The  1983 
audit  indicates  91%  of  funds  received 
were  sent  on  overseas  for  the  children's 
food,  clothing  and  educational  needs. 

The  sponsorship  can  be  for  any  length 
of  time  and  you  will  receive  the  child's 
name,  address,  photo  and  case  history. 
Regular  reports  on  the  child's  progress 
are  sent  to  the  sponsor.  Many  children, 
(ust  like  Vijaykumar,  need  help  while 
they  receive  care  in  one  of  our  65  Chris¬ 
tian  orphanages  around  the  world. 

Won't  you  write  today  and  request  the 
sponsorship  of  a  needy  youngster?  You 
can  be  a  blessing  to  a  destitute  child. 

Please  write: 


Sessions  went  on  and  on  and 


BALTIMORE  —  During  an  exhausting 
two  weeks  of  General  Conference  that  be¬ 
gan  each  day  at  8:30  and  often  wound  up 
13  hours  later  some  delegates  —  and 
observers  —  found  it  to  be  more  than 
they  bargained  for.  Bishop  H.  Ellis  Fin¬ 
ger.  lower  right,  of  the  Holston  Area  took 
a  break  after  presiding  over  a  grueling 
half-day  session  of  the  conference.  When 
the  session  stretched  past  its  normal  9:30 
p.m.  adjournment,  some  delegates  and 
at  least  one  young  visitor,  lower  left, 
decided  to  catch  40  winks.  At  least  one 
delegate,  upper  left,  developed  his  own 
technique  to  slip  away  a  few  minutes. 
The  final  session  of  General  Conference 
wound  up  at  12:30  last  Saturday  morning. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  DEBRA  ENNACO 
AND  DON  SMALL 


The  union  of 
the  former  Methodist  and  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Churches,  which  took 
place  16  years  ago  at  a  uniting  General 
Conference  in  Dallas,  is  the  subject  of  a 
book  released  here  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House. 

Author  of  the  book  is  retired  Bishop 
Paul  Washburn  of  Wheaton  Ill.,  who  was 
intimately  involved  in  the  union  process. 

The  author  was  pastor  of  First 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church  in 
Naperville,  Ill.,  when  he  was  called  in 
1964  by  the  denomination  to  work  full 
time  on  the  union.  Subsequent  to  union  he 
was  elected  bishop  in  1968  and  served 
until  his  retirement  in  1980. 

In  the  book,  entitled  "An  Unfinished 
Church,”  Bishop  Washburn  urges  United 
Methodists  to  consider  the  unfinished 
nature  of  the  church  “an  opportunity  to 
go  on  to  perfection.”  He  covers  the  his¬ 
tories  of  the  branches  of  the  present  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  reports  the 


steps  and  problems  encountered  in  the 
negotiations  leading  to  union. 

Bishop  Washburn  makes  several  ob¬ 
servations  on  the  results  of  that  union. 
Primary  among  these  are  the  statements 
that  not  enough  women  and  racial 
minorities  were  involved  in  the  pre-union 
negotiations.  He  states  that  although  the 
Methodist  Church’s  separate  structure 
for  black  pastors  and  churches  was 
ended  with  union,  racism  on  the  indi¬ 
vidual  and  institutional  level  was  not. 

On  the  positive  side,  he  notes  that 
although  the  plan  for  the  new  denomin¬ 
ation  allowed  12  years  to  complete  the 
merger  of  the  overlapping  geographic  re¬ 
gions,  the  process  only  took  four  years. 


Enclosed 


Street 


CLASSIFIED 


Coming  to  our  Nation's  Capitol?  Visit  a  great  Church 
in  the  heart  of  Washington.  Mt  Vernon  Place  United 
Methodist  900  Massachusetts  Avenue.  N  W.  Worship 
Service:  Sundays,  11:00  a.m.  Special  Bicentennial 
Displays.  Telephone  202/347-9620. 


Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  P.  O.  Box  I 
2979,  Winter  Haven,  Fla.  33880.  1 


WORLD'S 

CHILDREN 


Have  you  placed  your  order  for  VCS/VVS  resources? 


©  Cokesbury 


Send  your  order  today.  See  either  of  these  Cokesbury  catali 


VACATION  CHURCH  SCHOOL 

and  other  Summertime  Ministries 


201  Eighth  Ave.  S.,  P.O.  Bo*  801, 
Nashville,  TN  37202 
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Send  P.0.  Form  3579  to  P.0.  Box  221076,  Dallas.  Tx.  75222 
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Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway 
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Galloway,  Crutchfield  and  Merrill 
To  Lead  Annual  Conference 


Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway  has  served 
three  separate  “hitches”  as  a  bishop  of 
the  Methodist/United  Methodist  Church. 
As  he  presides  over  this  1984  session  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  he  will 
be  closing  out  a  career  that  started  in 
Fort  Smith,  Arkansas  in  1925;  then  on  to 
the  Arkadelphia  Circuit  while  in  Perkins 
School  of  Theology.  While  in  the  Yale 
Divinity  School  he  pastored  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Hamden,  Connecticut.  He 
pastored  churches  in  Arkansas  until  1950 
when  he  was  appointed  to  Boston  Ave¬ 
nue,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 

Bishop  Galloway  received  honorary 
doctorates  from  five  schools,  including 
Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas, 
Texas.  In  1960  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  elected  him  to  the  episcopacy.  He 
served  the  San  Antonio  Area,  Arkansas 
Area,  and  the  Houston  Area  before  his 
last  retirement.  In  the  fall  of  1983  he  was 
brought  out  of  retirement  again  to  serve 
as  the  presiding  Bishop  of  the  Louisiana 
Area. 

Bishop  Galloway  married  Elizabeth 
Boney  in  1932,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
a  son,  Paul  Vernon,  Jr. 

The  Preacher  for  the  Service  of  Com¬ 
memoration  and  Communion  at  Annual 
Conference  is  Dr.  Merlin  W.  Merrill. 
Born  and  reared  in  parsonages  of  Ne¬ 
braska,  Dr.  Merrill  is  a  graduate  of  Ne¬ 
braska  Wesleyan  University,  Lincoln, 


Nebraska  and  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Dallas,  Texas.  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  bestowed  the  Doctor  of  Divinity 
upon  him.  He  served  churches  in  Texas 
and  Louisiana,  including  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church,  Ruston  since  1971.  He 
also  served  as  Superintendent  of  the  La¬ 
fayette  District  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Dr.  Merrill  has  served  on  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Boards  of  Education,  Pensions, 
Evangelism,  Ministry  and  at  present,  on 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  He  has 
traveled  widely  and  been  active  in  civic 
and  church  organizations  and  institu¬ 
tions. 

He  is  married  to  Evelyn  Gay  Merrill, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  Rev.  Lynn  W. 
Merrill,  pastor  of  the  Morningside  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  will  serve 
as  the  Conference  Preacher  at  the  June 
session. 

Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  has  served 
as  president  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  and 
is  currently  president  of  the  General 
Board  of  Pensions,  which  has  doubled  its 
assets  in  the  last  four  years  of  his  admin¬ 
istration.  He  has  lectured  on  sixteen  col¬ 
lege  campuses,  preached  in  27  Annual 
Conferences  of  Methodism,  and  was  the 
preacher  for  the  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  in  1966  in  England. 

He  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  both 


the  World  and  National  Council  of 
Churches.  He  was  the  chairperson  of  the 
International  Seminar  on  Religion  and 
Government  in  London  in  1982,  and 
chaired  the  Notre  Dame  Colloquies  on 
“The  Recovery  of  the  Sacred”  in  1980 
and  1982  at  Notre  Dame  University. 

Bishop  Crutchfield  did  missional  work 
at  the  Oklahoma  State  Penitentiary  as  a 
member  of  the  staff  in  counseling  for  two 
years.  He  also  doubled  as  a  pastor  and 
college  professor  in  his  early  ministry, 
teaching  courses  in  English  literature  in 
Oklahoma  colleges.  He  was  pastor  of 
McFarlin  Memorial  Methodist  Church  on 
the  campus  of  Oklahoma  University  at 
Norman  for  ten  years.  He  was  elected 
Bishop  in  1972,  while  serving  in  his 
twelfth  year  as  pastor  of  Boston  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Tulsa.  As 
Bishop  of  the  Texas  Conference,  he  has 
had  28  new  congregations  organized  and 
an  increase  in  membership  of  27,500 
during  the  last  8  years. 

Bishop  Crutchfield  recently  had  a  40- 
minute  private  conversation  with 
President  Reagan  in  matters  of  religion 
and  government. 

Bishop  Crutchfield  and  his  wife, 
Bennie,  are  both  natives  of  Texas.  They 
have  a  son,  Charles,  who  is  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Odessa, 
TX. 


Conference  To  Return  To  Gold  Dome 


By  ELWOOD  FLEMING 

Although  the  primary  worship  services 
will  be  held  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  the  business 
sessions  and  bicentennial  celebration 
will  be  held  in  the  refurbished  Gold  Dome 
(Physical  Education  Center)  at 
Centenary  College. 

The  strains  of  “And  We  Are  Yet  Alive” 
will  open  the  Bayou  State’s  Conference 
again,  in  the  succession  of  great 
conferences,  great  bishops  and  great 
preachers.  When  the  gavel  falls,  Bishop 
Paul  V.  Galloway,  perhaps  Methodism’s 
oldest  presiding  bishop,  will  direct  the 
people  called  United  Methodists  in  their 
bicentennial  conference. 

Tribute  will  be  paid  by  Bishop 
Galloway  and  the  Conference  to  one 
whose  memory  will  be  very  much  a 
factor  in  the  events  at  hand  —  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin,  who  would  have 
presided  over  this  conference  as  his  last 
before  retirement.  Nevertheless,  the 
reports  and  accomplishments  of  the 
Conference  will  reflect  Bishop 
Shamblin’s  seven-plus  years  among  us. 

Among  the  outstanding  events  of  the 
Conference  will  be  the  Service  of 


Commemoration  and  Communion,  at 
3:00  p.m.  on  Monday,  June  4.  Bishop 
Galloway  will  serve  as  the  Celebrant  and 
Dr.  Merlin  W.  Merrill  will  deliver  the 
memorial  address.  Special  music  will  be 
furnished  by  the  Chancel  Choir  of 
Warren  Church,  Lake  Charles. 

On  Monday  evening,  the  General 
Conference  delegation,  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Nancy  Carruth  and  Dr.  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn,  will  make  a 
presentation  covering  the  significant 
actions  of  the  recent  General 
Conference. 

The  Board  of  the  Laity  will  hold 
Sunrise  Devotional  Services  at  7:00  a  m. 
in  Hargrove  Memorial  Theatre  at 
Centenary  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
mornings.  All  members  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  visitors,  are  invited  to  attend. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  June  5,  the 
Service  of  Ordination  will  be  held  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  at  7:30  p.m. 
Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  of  the  Hous¬ 
ton  Area  and  former  episcopal  leader  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  will  be  the 
preacher.  Special  music  for  the  service 
will  be  presented  by  the  Chancel  Choir  of 


Asbury  United  Methodist  Church. 
Lafayette,  and  the  Children’s  Choir  of 
Christ  Church,  Shreveport.  Following  the 
service,  a  reception  honoring  the 
ordinands  will  be  held  in  Bain  Hall. 

The  Conference  will  close  on  a  high 
note  on  Wednesday  evening.  The 
Bicentennial  Celebration,  “Strangely 
Warmed,”  will  begin  at  7:30  at  the  Gold 
Dome,  followed  by  the  reading  of  the 
appointments  and  the  Sending  Forth 
Service. 

Sixteen  new  pastors  will  be  ordained  at 
this  session  —  nine  deacons  and  seven 
elders.  Also,  fifteen  members  of  the 
Conference  will  retire. 

These  are  the  scheduled  events,  along 
with  the  business  sessions  to  be  held. 
However,  the  Conference  is  more  than 
these.  It  is  the  Communion  of  saints  — 
the  Church  Militant,  carrying  the  cross 
of  its  Christ  and  witnessing  in  our 
contemporary  world.  But,  they/we  will 
also  remember  the  Church  Triumphant 
and  those  in  the  "endless  line  of 
splendor”  who  have  gone  before  us. 

The  disciples  of  our  Lord  will  meet 
again  to  carry  on  His  work. 


Legislative  Update 

Louisiana  is  the  only  state  that  does  not 
require  licensing  of  residential  and  day 
care  service  facilities.  The  purpose  of 
licensing  is  to  establish  basic  standards 
that  will  protect  children  from  center 
operators  or  employees  who  mistreat  or 
neglect  them,  whether  by  design  or  from 
incompetence.  There  are,  unfortunately, 
fanatic  and  “fast  dollar”  operators  who 
have  their  own  interests,  not  the 
children’s,  in  mind.  These  interests  can 
and  do  result  in  physical  abuse  at  times. 

A  problem  that  arises  when  discussing 
licensing  is  the  opposition  of 
fundamentalist  churches  on  the 
Constitutional  grounds  of  freedom  of 
religion  from  governmental  regulations. 
This  is  a  false  issue  —  educational  and 
commercial  enterprises  run  by  religious 
groups  have  long  been  routinely 
regulated.  The  specific  fundamentalist 
cbncern  that  state  standards  might 
prohibit  corporal  punishment  hardly 
fosters  confidence  in  their  methods. 

Child  care  is  not  the  kind  of  service 
that  should  be  left  entirely  on  the  free 
market  place.  The  buyer  may  be 
unaware  of  what  goes  on  in  the  center 
between  drop-off  and  pickup  time.  The 
only  way  to  ensure  some  measure  of 
safety  for  the  children,  and  at  the  same 
time,  assure  the  parents  that  their 
children  are  being  provided  proper  care, 
is  to  reinstitute  required  licensing  of  all 
child  care  centers. 

State  legislators  have  already  received 
hundreds  of  letters  opposing  the 
reinstatement  of  the  day  care  licensing 
law.  Therefore,  please  contact  your  area 
legislators  by  letter  or  phone  asking 
them  to  vote  for  the  Day  Care  licensing 
law. 
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Pictorial  Directory 
Photos  To  Be 

X  S 

Taken  During 

Annual  Conference 

i  . ,  1 

>:  Photographs  for  the  1984  pictorial  :: 

:j:  directory  of  clergy  members,  £ 
;i*  including  ordained,  local  pastors  $ 
and  diaconal  ministers,  will  be  taken 
during  the  Annual  Conference  ses-  $ 
sions  at  Centenary  College,  Shreve-  •: 
;i  P°rt-  £ 

>;  The  cameras  will  be  set  up  in  the  •: 

Sub  during  registration  and  will 
>:  move  to  a  room  behind  the  platform  •: 
which  will  be  designated.  The  pic-  •: 
tures  will  be  made  there  from  Mon-  j: 
day  night  through  the  remainder  of  £ 
the  Conference.  | 

United  Church  Directories  of  > 
£  Galion,  Ohio  will  produce  the  direc-  :• 
ij:  tories  for  the  Conference. 

£  Ministers  unable  to  be  present  :• 
should  mail  a  picture  of  their  choice 
I  to  the  Conference  Office. 


The  1983-1984  Cabinet 

Pictured  above  are  members  of  the  1983-1984  Cabinet  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
who  have  been  busily  engaged  in  the  appointive  process.  Under  the  direction  of 
Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway,  who  graciously  left  retirement  for  the  second  time  to  serve 
after  the  untimely  death  of  his  good  friend,  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin.  The  group 
will  lose  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  the  Dean,  upon  his  retirement  at  Annual  Conference. 
Members  shown  are.  front  row.  left  to  right:  Dr.  Moses  Jackson.  Dr.  Kenneth  Reed. 
Bishop  Galloway.  Dr.  Cooke.  Dr.  Sam  Walker:  back  row:  Dr.  James  J.  Caraway.  Dr. 
Odell  Simmons.  Rev.  Don  Hall.  Dr.  Douglas  McGuire.  Rev.  William  Blakely.  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  Mayo.  Dr.  Stone  Caraway  and  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson. 


International  Lesson  Series 


Be  Patient  and  Steadfast 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

James  5:7-13 

Patience  is  something  I  lack, 
something  I  need.  Many  of  us  have  the 
same  need  for  we  want  results  in  a  hurry, 
"immediately,  if  not  sooner!”  The 
person  who  prayed,  "Lord,  give  me 
patience  and  give  it  to  me  right  now! "  is 
a  person  with  whom  we’re  all  familiar. 
We  might  even  recognize  him/her  in 
ourselves. 

James  wrote  that  Christians  should  be 
patient.  He  has  already  told  them  to  use 
suffering  to  build  character,  to  endure 
the  trials  of  poverty  and  wealth,  to  be 
faithful  in  the  face  of  temptation,  to 
control  their  tongues  and  to  draw  near  to 
God  in  order  to  experience  His  Presence. 
Now  he  writes  of  patience,  particularly 
to  be  patient  in  waiting  for  the  parousia, 
the  second  coming  of  the  Lord. 

The  early  Church  believed  that  Christ 
would  come  again  within  a  short  time. 
Time  stretched  out.  Days  became 
weeks;  weeks  became  months.  Months 
became  years  and  still  the  promised 
parousia  had  not  come.  James  wrote  that 
Christ  would  come  soon  but,  in  the 
meantime,  the  people  would  have  to  be 
patient  and  confidently  await  their 
reward  which  would  come  with  Christ’s 
Presence. 

Learning  to  be  patient  is  one  of  the 
hardest  things  to  learn.  It  is  said  that, 
when  a  business  man  asked  the  Lord  to 
teach  him  patience,  the  Lord  sent  him 
the  world’s  worst  secretary.  We  can 
expand  this  to  include  the  most 
demanding  child  (or  parent),  the  most 
inept  maid  (or  tyrannical  employer),  the 
most  obnoxious  neighbor  (or  business 
associate)  and  identify  with  the 
situation.  It  takes  patience  to  get  along  in 
this  world  but  most  of  us  very 
impatiently  struggle  to  try  to  force  the 
world  and  its  peoples  into  our  preferred 


mold.  James  said.  "Be  patient.” 

He  also  said  that  we  must  not  grumble 
or  blame  our  troubles  on  others.  James 
was  dealing  with  the  infant  church  in 
which  there  must  have  been  much 
bickering  and  complaining.  He  insists 
that  one  must  never  attempt  to  judge 
others  for  God  alone  is  Judge. 

Furthermore,  said  James,  Christians’ 
must  be  steadfast.  In  other  words,  we 
must  stand  strong  in  our  faith, 
regardless  of  circumstance  and 
situation.  He  referred  to  Job,  a  man  with 
whom  the  early  Christians  could  identify, 
for  he  suffered  financial  disaster, 
poverty,  bereavement  and  illness  both 
debilitating  and  humiliating.  The  early 
Christians  could  identify  with  Job. 

James  then  wrote  of  prayer, 
emphasizing  the  importance  and  the 
centrality  of  prayer  in  the  Christian 
life.  "The  prayer  of  a  righteous  man 
has  great  power  in  its  effects.” 
Righteousness  and  faith  are  linked 
together,  both  being  gifts  of  a  loving  and 
caring  God.  He  used  Elijah  as  his 
example,  probably  because  Elijah  was  a 
most  persistent  pray-er.  He  never  gave 
up  when  answers  did  not  come 
immediately.  He  kept  on  keeping  on. 
Therefore,  Elijah  was  a  good  example  of 
a  man  of  prayer. 

James  was  writing  to  the  early  Church. 

to  Christians  who  were  finding  it  hard  to 
live  full  lives  in  the  midst  of  trial, 
tribulation  and  temptation.  Is  life  any 
different  today?  Do  we  not  need  to  call 
upon  the  God  who  cares  and  loves  for  the 
strength  and  guidance  we  need?  Do  we 
not  need  to  practice  patience  as  we  await 
the  fulfillment  of  the  goals  and  purpose 
God  gives  us?  Do  we  not  need  to  pray 
constantly  and  persistently  in  order  that 
we  may  endure  delay  without  losing  hope 
and  without  being  complainers? 

James's  letter  still  speaks  to  us.  Be 
patient!  Be  steadfast!  The  Lord  is 
coming  into  our  hearts  bringing  His 
peace  and  His  joy. 


§ 


Louisianians  At  General  Conference 


Music,  Drama 
To  Enhance 
Annual  Conference 

An  outstanding  line-up  of  talent,  repre¬ 
senting  local  churches  and  Centenary 
College,  will  provide  drama  and  music 
for  the  1984  session  of  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

A  highlight  of  the  conference  will  be 
the  Bicentennial  production  “Strangely 
Warmed,”  directed  by  Robert  R. 
Buseick,  with  William  Riley  serving  as 
director  of  music.  This  will  be  presented 
at  the  closing  session  of  Conference  on 
Wednesday  night  at  the  Gold  Dome. 

The  song  leader  for  the  Conference  is 
Rev.  Kenneth  Fisher,  with  Peter  Sorant 
at  the  organ.  Choirs  featured  this  year 
will  be  the  Chancel'  Choirs  of  Warren 
United  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles, 
and  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church, 
Lafayette  and  the  Children’s  Choir  of 
Christ  Church,  Shreveport. 


Methodist  Men’s  Retreat 
Returns  To  Centenary  College 

For  the  first  time  in  ten  years,  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Men  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  will  hold  their  annual 
meeting  on  the  campus  of  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport,  June  22-24. 

This  year’s  program  will  feature  Dr. 

Edmund  W.  Robb,  Jr.  as  the  preacher  for 
the  event,  with  The  Miracles,  a 
nationally-known  singing  group  from  the 
Baddour  Institute  in  Senatobia, 

Mississippi,  presenting  a  musical 
program  on  Saturday  evening,  June  23. 

In  addition,  Dr.  Ezra  Earl  Jones, 

General  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship,  will  address  the  men  on 
Saturday  afternoon. 

Death 

Sadie  V.  Deen,  75,  wife  of  Rev.  Daniel 
Ray  Deen,  a  retired  member  of  the 

Louisiana  Conference,  died  April  27.  Dr.  Edmund  W.  Robb 


It  was  the  "Changing  of  the  Guard”  at  General  Conference  as  Dr.  Tracy  Arnold,  right,  relinguished  his  seat  on  the  floor  to  Dr. 
[immip  ra raw/av  left  who  addressed  the  Conference  on  the  budget  "lid.”  Dr.  Nancy  Carruth,  far  right,  is  shown  speaking  at 


Jimmie  Caraway,  left,  who  addressed  the  Conference  on  the  budget 
microphone  16. 


Bicentennial  Volume 
Now  Available 

The  Bicentennial  Commemorative 
Volume,  200  Years  of  Methodism, 
will  be  available  at  Annual 
Conference. 

Ernest  Arnold  has  reserved  100 
volumes  for  Louisiana  at  the  pre¬ 
publication  price  of  $11.45. 

Those  desiring  copies  should  make 
checks  payable  to  Drew  University 
and  give  or  mail  them  to: 

Ernest  Arnold 
4320  Gen.  Pershing 
New  Orleans,  LA  70125 
Phone:  504/821-5408 
Please  order  as  soon  as  possible, 
as  these  are  charged  to  Mr.  Arnold. 
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Translators  converting 
English  proceedings  into  sev¬ 
eral  other  languages  were 
among  reminders  at  General 
Conference  that  United  Meth¬ 
odism  is  truly  a  world  church. 
See  continuing  special  cover¬ 
age  on  the  inside  pages. 
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1984  General  Conference:  quest  for  unity  partially  fulfilled 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  Ill 
Reporter  Editor 

BALTIMORE  —  Delegates  to  United 
Methodism’s  1984  General  Conference 
came  here  earlier  this  month  with  one 
concern  on  their  minds  above  all  others: 

'  unity.  That  was  the  finding  of  two  sur¬ 
veys  of  delegates  prior  to  General  Con¬ 
ference,  and  it  was  buttressed  by  fre¬ 
quent  appeals  for  unity  during  the  two 
week  meeting  in  Baltimore. 

How  well  was  the  sought-after  unity 
’  achieved? 

It  depends  on  how  one  defines  "unity.” 

If  by  that  term  one  means  uniformity 
or  unanimity  of  opinion,  unity  did  not 
happen  in  Baltimore.  Few  issues  of  con¬ 
sequence  produced  anything  close  to 
unanimous  votes.  There  were  many 
votes  on  which  barely  more  than  a  ma¬ 
jority  prevailed . 

This  type  of  "disunity,”  however,  is 
anything  but  unusual  for  United  Method¬ 
ists.  The  Methodist  movement  has  a  long 
history  of  encouraging  free  thought  and 
the  exercise  of  individual  conscience  on 
all  matters  "which  do  not  strike  at  the 
root  of  Christianity." 

Unity  of  another  type  did  come  close  to 
being  achieved  during  the  second  week  of 
General  Conference. 

‘Unity  of  heart’  is  our  glue 

At  the  big  "Festival  200"  celebration  of 
American  Methodism’s  200th  anniver¬ 
sary,  performed  at  the  weekend  mid¬ 
point  of  General  Conference,  the  emcee 
said:  “Unity  of  heart  is  the  glue  which 
holds  United  Methodists  together  despite 
our  differences."  His  reference  was  to 
the  unity  of  heart  eloquently  described 
and  advocated  in  John  Wesley’s  famous 
sermon  “Catholic  Spirit." 

As  I  reflected  over  the  first  week  of 
General  Conference,  that  spirit  of  unity 
seemed  to  be  an  important  missing  ele¬ 
ment  among  a  sizeable  number  of  dele¬ 
gates.  In  numerous  instances,  partici¬ 
pants  had  seemed  more  intent  on  pushing 
I  their  differences  and  taunting  those  hold¬ 
ing  different  views  than  on  exhibiting  the 
!  unity  of  heart  and  spirit  Christians  should 
feel  toward  each  other.  One  church  offi¬ 
cial  privately  characterized  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  first  week  as  “mean-spirited.” 

A  turning  point 

That  changed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
General  Conference’s  second  week  in 
what,  from  this  vantage  point,  proved  to 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


be  one  of  the  most  important  actions 
taken  in  Baltimore.  As  the  sure-to-be-di- 
visive  debate  regarding  homosexuality 
was  about  to  begin,  the  delegates  and 
gallery  were  asked  to  refrain  from  ap¬ 
plause  and  other  forms  of  outward  ex¬ 
pression  when  speeches  were  made  on 
different  sides  of  the  issue.  As  that  re¬ 
quest  was  honored,  two  things  became 
apparent:  applause  and  cheering  have 
the  effect  of  polarizing  supporters  of 
competing  positions  on  an  issue;  and  the 
absence  of  cheering  and  applause  can 
have  the  effect  of  prompting  better  lis¬ 
tening  to  and  respect  for  those  advo¬ 
cating  a  different  point  of  view. 

So  immediate  and  obvious  was  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  "no  applause"  request  in  this 
one  debate  that  delegates  adopted  it  as  a 
rule  to  be  followed  for  all  debates  the  rest 
of  the  meeting.  Instead  of  angering  and 
further  polarizing  the  delegates,  debate 
during  the  second  half  of  this  General 
Conference  often  produced  conciliatory 
expressions  toward  those  holding  differ¬ 
ing  positions.  In  our  estimate,  this  one 
simple  action  did  more  than  anything 
else  to  create  a  “unity  of  heart"  atmos¬ 
phere  among  the  vast  majority  of  dele¬ 
gates. 

Another  kind  of  unity 

Another  kind  of  unity  also  became  ap¬ 
parent  during  the  General  Conference’s 
second  week:  a  majority  of  delegates  felt 
a  keen  obligation  to  represent  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  "the  people  back  home."  Mind¬ 
ful  of  the  ongoing  controversies  that  have 
disillusioned  many  United  Methodists 
and  contributed  to  a  loss  of  1.5  million 
members  over  the  past  15  years,  many 
delegates  were  extremely  concerned 
that  their  efforts  result  in  “something 
positive"  to  boost  morale  “back  home.” 

This  concern  had  several  effects.  It 
made  the  delegates  more  cautious  than 
at  past  General  Conferences  about  the 
likely  consequences  of  actions  they  were 
about  to  take.  Where  full  information 
seemed  lacking  or  possible  effects 
seemed  unclear,  this  General  Conference 
tended  to  opt  for  the  status  quo  rather 
than  pushing  ahead. 

A  good  case  in  point  was  the  widely 
publicized  proposal  to  reshape  United 
Methodism’s  definition  of  ordained  min¬ 
istry.  Sufficient  doubts  were  cast  on  the 
proposal’s  wisdom  to  cause  the  delegates 
to  mandate  yet  another  four  years  of 
study. 
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the  special  hand-cancelled  postmark  provided  by  the  Postal  Service  for  all  mail  sent 
from  a  temporary  sub-station  at  the  Baltimore  Civic  Center,  where  plenary  sessions 
of  the  General  Conference  were  held. 


In  another  case,  the  new  “Church 
Alive”  missional  priority  proposal  at¬ 
tracted  broad  but  lukewarm  support 
across  the  church.  In  face  of  a  passionate 
presentation  by  representatives  of  the 
church’s  various  ethnic  groups  and  most 
general  church  agencies,  delegates  were 
persuaded  to  continue  the  present  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  "missional  prior¬ 
ity”  for  another  four  years. 

This  General  Conference’s  cautious  at¬ 
titude  toward  change  did  not,  however, 
become  reactionary.  And  the  delegates 
did  not  allow  their  awareness  of  and  re¬ 
sponsiveness  to  “back  home"  concerns 
to  translate  into  a  captivity  to  those  con¬ 
cerns.  For  example,  the  delegates  clari¬ 
fied  parts  of  a  report  on  "inclusive  lan¬ 
guage"  that  produced  hundreds  of  peti¬ 
tions  from  across  the  church.  They  did 
not  back  away  from  affirming  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  "inclusive  language,”  however, 
and  the  need  for  all  Christians  to  be  sen¬ 
sitive  to  one  another’s  feelings  about  the 
use  of  language. 

Likewise,  placement  of  a  26  percent 
ceiling  on  general  church  funding  in¬ 
creases  over  the  next  four  years  repre¬ 
sented  a  responsiveness  to  grassroots 
concerns  by  the  delegates.  No  action  in 
recent  memory  had  so  much  of  a  restrain¬ 
ing  effect  on  a  General  Conference.  At 
the  same  time,  the  delegates  pulled  back 


from  a  proposed  22  percent  “lid"  on  in¬ 
creases  as  too  stringent. 

Delegates  resolute 

The  delegates’  caution  likewise  re¬ 
sulted  in  an  attitude  that  was  resolute  but 
not  punitive.  Expressions  ranging  from 
concern  to  deep  alienation  came  to  the 
General  Conference  from  nearly  every 
segment  of  the  church  about  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
These  concerns  were  duly  noted  and 
dealt  with,  but  extreme  suggestions  were 
voted  down. 

Hence  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
was  reaffirmed  as  the  church’s  sole  offi¬ 
cial  missionary -sending  agency.  At  the 
same  time,  delegates  urged  that  “in  fair¬ 
ness  to  the  concerns  of  those  who  feel  the 
necessity  for  a  second  agency,  we  urge 
that  measures  be  taken  to  assure  our 
people  that  evangelization  and  evange¬ 
lism  are  a  vital  part  of  the  philosophy 
and  practice  of  mission  by  the  board  and 
that  its  staff  is  committed  to  Wesleyan 
theology." 

A  special  study  commission  was 
formed  to  reflect  on  the  church’s  mission 
and  to  try  and  recapture  a  unifying  vision 
of  United  Methodism's  mission  for  our 


For  what  will  we  be  remembered? 


To  the  Editor: 

We  hear  a  great  deal  npwadays  about 
the  great  heritage  we  United  Methodists 
have.  But  when  I  listen  to  speeches  on 
this  subject  I  cannot  help  but  wonder 
what  type  of  heritage  this  generation  of 
United  Methodists  is  leaving. 

What  will  we  be  remembered  for? 
From  what  I  have  observed  lately,  I  be¬ 
lieve  we  may  be  remembered  as  those 
who  took  an  active  part  in  world  and  na¬ 
tional  affairs  but  did  so  by  seizing  only 
upon  the  emotional  aspects  of  each  situa¬ 
tion  and  exploiting  them  to  the  fullest  ra¬ 
ther  than  making  a  careful  study  of  all  as¬ 
pects  of  the  problem  before  taking  a  stand. 

It  seems  beyond  the  comprehension  of 
those  who  speak  the  loudest  that  if  prior 
to  World  War  II,  the  United  States,  Japan 
and  Germany  each  had  nuclear  weapons, 
the  war  may  never  have  occurred  be¬ 
cause  of  the  certainty  of  suffering  losses 
which  they  could  not  endure.  And  as  for 
nuclear  energy,  in  the  event  of  war  or 
some  other  event  shutting  off  our  supply 
of  mideast  oil,  it  could  be  our  very  best 
friend,  but  our  so-called  leaders  create 
hysterical  thinking  by  over-emphasizing 
the  risks  over  the  possible  benefits. 
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Tobacco  has  killed  more  people  than 
even  the  worst  possible  nuclear  accident 
could  possibly  kill,  but  what  is  our  atti¬ 
tude  toward  this  well-known  and  firmly 
established  killer?  Complacency  is  the 
best  we  can  do. 

If  we  cannot  make  a  complete  and  in¬ 
telligent  study  of  these  issues  before  tak¬ 
ing  a  stand,  wouldn’t  it  be  better  to  leave 
them  alone  rather  than  just  causing  con¬ 
fusion  and  dissension  for  those  who  have 
been  elected  or  otherwise  charged  with 
establishing  the  best  possible  course? 

Let’s  ask  ourselves  again  for  what  will 
we  be  remembered,  or  even  if  we  are 
worth  remembering? 

J.  C.  Gallaher 
Sacramento,  California 

Feelings  echoed 

To  the  Editor : 

Spurgeon  Dunnam’s  column  headlined 
"Trek  to  General  Conference:  more  am¬ 
bivalence  than  anticipation”  (UMR,  May 
4)  struck  a  cord  (sic)  with  me.  I  have 
never  attended  a  General  Conference,  but 
I  find  that  my  participation  in  more  than 
20  annual  conferences  has  been  marked 
by  a  growing  feeling  of  "more  ambiva¬ 
lence  than  anticipation." 


The  thrill  is  gone.  Very  little  of  lasting 
importance  seems  to  happen.  It  is  going 
to  take  more  than  the  study  of  the  exces¬ 
sively  bulky  preliminary  report  to  open 
my  heart  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord. 

A  good  deal  of  frustration  and  a  large 
amount  of  money  could  be  saved  if  the 
bishop  would  just  send  out  the  appoint¬ 
ment  list  in  the  conference’s  co-ordinated 
mailing.  This  practice  would  perhaps  as¬ 
sure  that  this  mailing  would  actually  be 
opened  and  read.  Those  who  wished  to 
could  mail  in  their  votes  on  all  the  "burn¬ 
ing  issues”  before  us. 

Joseph  E.  Parshall 
Marina,  California 

Editorial  appreciated 

To  the  Editor : 

Thank  you  for  your  editorial  of  April  27 
headlined  “Spiritual  life  youth  rallies: 
An  idea  whose  time  has  come  —  again” 
giving  support  to  "Reclamation  84,"  the 
youth  event  sponsored  by  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction  Youth  Team. 

They  have  a  good  program  planned 
and  I  believe  there  will  be  a  good  re¬ 
sponse.  Thank  you  for  your  good  word. 

S.  Duane  Bruce 
Dallas,  Texas 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


time.  Its  members  will  be  named  by  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  and  the 
Council  of  Bishops  —  two  groups  which 
insiders  recognize  as  being  willing  and 
able  to  counter  what  many  perceive  to  be 
an  inflexibility  on  the  part  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  leaders. 

At  the  same  time,  a  motion  to  "punish" 
Global  Ministries  by  transferring  $2  mil¬ 
lion  annually  from  its  budget  to  that  of 
another  general  church  agency  was 
roundly  defeated.  And  another  motion  to 
create  a  task  force  specifically  to  investi¬ 
gate  the  mission  board  was  defeated  by  a 
majority  of  delegates,  many  of  whom  felt 
that  the  mission  study  commission  and 
other  actions  were  sufficient  to  "send  a 
message”  to  the  board  to  be  more  plural¬ 
istic  in  its  outlook  and  policy  and  more 
responsive  to  member  concerns  than  in 
the  past. 

Church  worldwide  in  scope 

One  other  significant  unifying  force  in 
the  1984  General  Conference  was  a  great¬ 
er  consciousness  than  ever  before  that 
United  Methodism  is  a  worldwide  church 
and  not  just  an  American  church  (re¬ 
lated  article  elsewhere  on  this  page) .  The 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  took  steps  to 
see  that  all  non-English  speaking  dele¬ 
gates  were  provided  immediate  electron¬ 
ically-transmitted  translations  of  the 
proceedings  into  six  different  languages. 
Repeated  requests  from  the  translators 
to  "slow  down"  kept  the  delegates  con¬ 
scious  that  not  all  United  Methodists 
speak  English. 

Delegates  representing  both  "liberal" 
and  "conservative"  viewpoints  repeat¬ 
edly  invoked  United  Methodism’s  global 
nature  as  reason  to  support  their  posi¬ 
tions.  For  example,  the  former  contend¬ 
ed  that  many  United  Methodists  live  in 
lands  with  economic  and  political  sys¬ 
tems  different  from  those  in  the  U.S.,  and 
that  sensitivity  to  this  fact  should  be 
shown  in  the  language  of  General  Confer¬ 
ence  resolutions.  The  latter  contended 
that  proposals  to  reflect  an  accepting  at¬ 
titude  toward  the  practice  of  homosexu¬ 
ality  would  be  "absolutely  devastating” 
to  the  church’s  growth  in  Third  World 
countries.  This  view  was  borne  out  by 
several  impassioned  speeches  by  dele¬ 
gates  from  African  countries. 

Here  I  Stand 


By  the  end  of  their  two  weeks  in  Balti¬ 
more,  John  Wesley’s  words  "the  world  is 
my  parish"  on  the  large  wall  hanging 
that  faced  the  delegates,  had  become  for 
many  less  a  reminder  of  the  past  than  a 
summons  "to  serve  the  present  age,  our 
calling  to  fulfill.” 

One  other  remarkable  display  of  unity 
occurred  as  the  General  Conference  went 
through  its  last  day.  As  is  normally  the 
case,  the  pressure  of  time  resulted  in  many 
long  hours  and  involved  resolutions  being 
passed,  with  relatively  little  debate.  That 
situation  normally  results  in  numerous 
testy  expressions  from  the  delegates.  In 
this  case,  the  closing  hours’  business  was 
handled  with  dispatch  and  relatively  lit¬ 
tle  rancor.  This  appears  to  be  in  part  a 
result  of  the  delegates’  trust  level  of  one 
another,  and  in  part  the  result  of  this 
General  Conference’s  preoccupation 
with  church  business  rather  than  world 
affairs. 

Can  new  unity  be  translated? 

It  is  one  thing  for  a  thousand  elected 
delegates  to  spend  two  intensive  weeks 
together  and  emerge  with  some  new 
sense  of  unity  of  heart  and  spirit  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  of  God.  It  is  something 
else  to  translate  those  unifying  attitudes 
and  actions  so  that  they  are  shared  by 
nearly  10  million  United  Methodists  scat¬ 
tered  across  the  globe. 

The  disunity  marking  United  Method¬ 
ism  during  recent  years  did  not  come 
about  all  at  once,  and  it  is  not  likely  to  be 
overcome  all  at  once.  It  remains  to  be 
seen  whether  the  mood  of  reconciliation 
and  unity  experienced  in  Baltimore  is  su¬ 
perficial  or  deep-rooted.  It  appears  to  be 
some  of  both. 

First  steps  in  a  new  direction  often  are 
taken  rather  tentatively.  They  usually 
are  followed  by  larger,  more  confident 
steps.  The  1984  General  Conference  quite 
possibly  could  represent  a  series  of  first 
steps  in  a  transition  from  widespread  dis¬ 
unity  to  widespread  unity  of  purpose  and 
spirit  among  United  Methodists.  For 
those  steps  to  grow,  however,  they  must 
be  understood,  nurtured,  and  built  upon 
by  persons  at  all  levels  of  United  Method¬ 
ism  —  who  understand  our  unity  to  come 
from  Christ  —  during  the  months  and 
years  ahead. 


UMC’s  ‘ tool  of  rules’ should  be 
more  widely  studied  and  followed 


By  HILDA  McINTOSH 

The  Discipline  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  —  the  only  authorized  "tool  of 
rules"  for  our  denomination  —  should  be 
more  seriously  used  as  the  guide  in  our 
local  churches. 

Since  —  and  because  —  efforts,  time, 
planning  and  a  considerable  amount  of 
the  church’s  money  is  used  by  some  1000 
delegates  and  bishops  actually  to  study 
and  compile  this  implement,  its  use- 
should  be  considered  important  and 
mandatory  by  ministers  and  other 
church  leaders. 

Connectionalism  —  the  system  by 
which  our  church  operates  —  becomes 
weaker  because  some  members  and  offi¬ 
cers  of  our  local  churches  do  not  know  or 
follow  the  simple  directions  of  the  Disci¬ 
pline. 

Each  quadrennium  ends  and  begins  for 
United  Methodists  at  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Immediately  following  this  "gathering 
together"  of  elected  delegates,  who  (by 
their  several  annual  conferences)  be¬ 
come  responsible  for  ‘decision-making’ 
for  the  general  church,  more  planning 


and  proposals  begin  being  formulated  for 
the  future  progress  of  our  church. 

Months  before  this  distinctive  working 
body  convenes,  mammoth  advance  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate  — 
issued  by  authority  of  the  Commission  on 
the  General  Conference  —  are  sent  to  the 
elected  delegates.  This  workbook  con¬ 
tains  the  reports  of  all  the  councils,  com¬ 
missions,  boards  and  agencies  which 
may  require  action  by  the  upcoming 
General  Conference. 

Also  at  the  opening  session  where  dele¬ 
gates  are  seated  by  annual  conferences, 
the  first  edition  of  "Daily  Advocate"  is 
placed  along  with  other  work  materials, 
from  which  the  1000  delegates  are  as¬ 
signed  to  10  legislative  committees  to 
study,  resolve,  and  develop  recommen¬ 
dations  regarding  each  proposal.  Even¬ 
tually,  all  proposals  are  considered  by 
the  total  conference  —  thus  producing 


Ambivalence  gives  way  to  hopefulness 


As  I  prepared  to  depart  for  United 
Methodism’s  1984  General  Conference  in 
Baltimore,  I  somewhat  reluctantly 
shared  in  this  column  that  I  felt  more 
ambivalence  than  anticipation.  Numer¬ 
ous  persons  have  asked  me  during  and 
since  General  Conference  if  the  exper¬ 
ienced  reality  exceeded  my  expecta¬ 
tions.  Yes  and  no. 

My  lack  of  advance  a 
anticipation  was" 
largely  underscored  | 
by  the  proceedings  in 
Baltimore.  Com 
pared  to  others  in  the  | 
recent  past,  this  was 1 
not  an  "exciting” 

General  Conference. 

It  was  a  long,  meth-  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
odically  planned  and  executed  event 
with  few  surprises. 

My  advance  feeling  of  ambivalence 
about  this  year’s  General  Conference  is 
something  else.  That  feeling  was  stimu¬ 
lated  more  than  anything  else  by  the 
sense  that  "nothing  important  is  likely  to 
happen  here."  That  feeling  proved  to  be 
dead  wrong.  I  now  see  that  “importance" 
should  never  be  measured  primarily  by 
the  amount  of  "excitement"  in  the  air. 

Oddly  enough,  my  sense  of  ambiva¬ 
lence  began  giving  way  to  predominantly 
positive  feelings  during  the  weekend 
break  between  the  first  and  second 
weeks  of  General  Conference  business. 
Along  with  dozens  of  other  preachers  at¬ 
tending  American  Methodism’s  Bicen¬ 
tennial  General  Conference,  I  was  in¬ 
vited  to  preach  in  a  local  congregation 
that  Sunday  morning.  Delegates  and  visi¬ 
tors  scattered  all  over  the  Mary¬ 
land/Delaware/Washington  D.C.  area  to 
worship  in  different  local  churches. 


After  sitting  all  week  and  then  working 
into  the  wee  hours  of  the  morning  on  the 
Reporter’s  May  11  issue,  my  ambivalent 
mood  carried  over  as  I  prepared  to  preach 
at  the  Glen  Mar  UMC  in  Ellicott  City, 
Maryland.  That  changed  as  I  gathered  to 
worship  there  with  several  hundred  local 
parishioners  along  with  General  Confer¬ 
ence  delegates  and  visitors  from  Ohio, 
North  Carolina.  Texas,  Pennsylvania. 
Colorado,  West  Germany  and  East  Ger¬ 
many.  These  visitors  —  and  most  es¬ 
pecially  those  from  Germany  —  bore 
powerful  witness  to  the  worldwide  char¬ 
acter  of  our  church  (see  related  inter¬ 
pretive  article  elsewhere  on  this  page) 

Hearing  our  East  and  West  German 
friends  express  gratitude  that  they  were 
able  to  do  in  Maryland  as  United  Method¬ 
ists  what  they  are  not  able  to  do  at  home 
—  worship  together  —  made  me  at  the 
same  time  feel  thankful  for  the  freedoms 
we  take  for  granted,  and  for  the  fact  that 
“in  Christ  there  is  no  east  nor  west  "  I 
felt  more  renewed  than  tired  after  the 
service  as  I  engaged  in  enthusiastic  con¬ 
versations  with  local  United  Methodists 
.  .  .  about  our  visitors  .  .  .  about  the  three 
horseback  riders  who  had  arrived  the 
night  before  from  Kansas  after  tracing 
some  trails  of  the  early  circuit  riding 
preachers  .  .  .  about  the  work  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  .  .  .  about  how  United 
Methodists  all  over  the  area  were  enjoy¬ 
ing  similar  experiences  with  friends  in 
the  faith  from  near  and  afar. 

During  the  days  that  followed,  I  was  re¬ 
minded  repeatedly  of  something  United 
Methodists  too  often  forget:  we  are  a 
worldwide  family  of  faith,  each  part  of 
which  is  connected  to  every  other  part 
Our  “connectedness"  is  not  just  struc¬ 
tural;  it  is  something  that  can  be  experi¬ 


enced  in  the  way  we  rejoice  in  one 
another’s  triumphs  and  share  in  one 
another’s  hurts. 

I  wonder  how  many  United  Methodist 
preachers  and  laypersons  made  a  pil¬ 
grimage  to  Baltimore  for  part  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference?  They  must  have  num¬ 
bered  in  the  thousands.  Most  of  them  had 
no  “official”  reason  for  being  there,  but 
they  are  part  of  the  family  and  are  con¬ 
cerned  with  its  well-being. 

I’m  not  sure  if  it  was  just  my  percep¬ 
tion  or  if  others  also  noticed  it.  But  dur¬ 
ing  the  days  which  followed,  I’ve  never 
seen  so  many  persons  in  a  large  United 
Methodist  gathering  trying  to  be  caring 
and  sensitive  to  one  another.  This  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  can  probably  be  legiti¬ 
mately  criticized  for  being  too  preoccu¬ 
pied  with  in-church  concerns.  But  most 
of  it  was  business  that  needed  to  be  trans¬ 
acted.  Many  persons  came  to  Baltimore 
with  deep  and  powerful  concerns  about 
their  church— and  many  of  those  I  talked 
to  left  Baltimore  feeling  their  concerns 
had  been  heard  and  helpfully  addressed. 

As  I  have  returned  home  and  reflected 
on  the  two-week  experience  with  several 
thousand  other  United  Methodists  in  Bal¬ 
timore,  most  of  my  earlier  feelings  of 
ambivalence  have  been  replaced  by  feel¬ 
ings  of  renewed  hopefulness  about  our 
church’s  future.  We  still  have  many 
problems  to  address,  missions  to  fulfill 
and  divisions  to  overcome.  And  we  al¬ 
ways  will.  But  if  we  can  find  ways  to 
share  in  our  local  congregations  the  joy 
and  the  vision  of  being  part  of  a  world¬ 
wide  family  of  faith  —  like  that  which  so 
many  of  us  experienced  in  Baltimore  — 
United  Methodism's  Third  Century  is 
likelv  to  surpass  either  of  its  first  two. 

-  SPURGEON  M  DUNNAM  III 


If  any  one  would  be  first, 
he  must  be  last  of  all  and 
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In  Christ’s  teaching  and  life,  Asbury  Seminary  finds  rationale,  role 
model  and  mandate  for  ministry  as  “servant  of  all.”  We  joyfully  accept 
servanthood  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  we  call  and 
challenge  our  students  to  do  the  same. 

Our  heritage  stands  secure.  Our  theological  stance  continues 
unchanging,  unwavering.  And  today  Asbury  offers  unequalled  excellence 
in  thorough  preparation  for  Christian  service. 

Responsibilities  for  formal  instructional  experiences  of  the  Divinity 
School,  Continuing  Education  and  TheE.  Stanley  Jones  School  of 
Evangelism  and  World  Mission  are  shared  by  faculty  of  all  divisions, 
using  the  facilities  and  resources  of  the  entire  seminary. 

Degree  programs  include:  MASTER  OF  DIVINITY  (M.Div.);  MASTER 
OF  ARTS  IN  RELIGION  (M.A.R.);  DOCTOR  OF  PHILOSOPHY  (Ph.D.) 
in  process.  Majors  offered:  Pastoral  Ministry;  Pastoral  Counseling; 
Evangelism  and  World  Mission;  Christian  Education;  Church  Music; 
Biblical  Literature;  Theology;  Spiritual  Formation;  and  Philosophy. 

Now  in  our  61st  year,  Asbury  Seminary  continues  to  prepare  world  class 
Wesleyan  leaders  who  are  servants  of  all. 

Write  or  call  Director  of  Admissions  Cary  Rickman  for  prospective 
student  information.  *Mark  9:34 

ASBURY  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
Wilmore,  KY  40390  (606)  858-3581 


the  Discipline,  or  rules  and  guidelines,  by 
which  United  Methodist  people  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  function. 

With  many,  many  United  Methodists  I 
challenge  us  to  bring  about  a  more  uni¬ 
fied  group  of  connected  people  who  will 
study  and  follow  the  seriously-formed 
Discipline  of  our  United  Methodist 
Church. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tor,  Hilda  Holland  McIntosh,  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Mason  Memorial  UMC  of  Kansas 
City,  Kansas  (Kansas  East  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“ Here  I  Stand,"  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 
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Language  report  adopted 

Words  that ‘ hurt ,  heal'  offered  for  study 


Daisies  add  life,  too 


BALTIMORE  —  Daisies  —  even  these  left  over  from  a  banquet  and  stuffed  into  a  paper  cup  —  enlivened  this  dele¬ 
gate’s  paper-filled  table  at  United  Methodism’s  1984  General  Conference.  Lois  Seifert,  a  lay  delegate  from  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  conference,  managed  to  perk  up  her  desk  with  a  handful  of  daisies  left  over  from  a  dinner 
,  honoring  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Jack  Tuell.  reporter  staff  photo  by  don  small 


By  STEPHEN  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

BALTIMORE  —  Despite  warnings  by 
some  that  its  acceptance  would  disre¬ 
gard  the  views  of  many  church  members 
“back  home,”  1984  General  Conference 
delegates  adopted  a  report  early  this 
month,  commending  the  use  of  inclusive 
language  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

General  Conference  also  recommend¬ 
ed  that  the  report  be  studied  across  the 
church,  and  commended  the  use  of  inclu¬ 
sive  language,  when  appropriate,  in  the 
development  of  any  new  hymnal  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  (see  related  story  in  this 
issue). 

The  adopted  report  —  “Words  That 
Hurt  and  Words  That  Heal”  —  was  devel¬ 
oped  by  a  Language  Guidelines  task 
force  of  the  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  in  response  to  a  mandate  from  the 
1980  General  Conference.  That  mandate 
called  for  a  study  of  the  biblical  and  theo¬ 
logical  heritage  of  language  used  in  litur¬ 
gy  and  Bible  translations. 

The  task  force’s  chairperson,  Carolyn 
Oehler,  of  the  Northern  Illinois  confer¬ 
ence,  addressed  the  concerns  of  many 
delegates  and  church  members  by  em¬ 
phasizing  that  the  task  force  did  not  in¬ 
tend  to  ‘ ‘rewrite  or  revise  the  Bible. 

Ms.  Oehler  said,  “We  embrace  the  Bi¬ 


UM  resolution  says  U.S.  ‘participates  ’ 

Central  American  suffering  cited 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

BALTIMORE  —  The  U.  S.  government 
is  a  participant  in  causing  the  suffering 
of  “our  sisters  and  brothers  in  Central 
America,”  according  to  a  resolution 
approved  here  by  the  1984  United 
MethodfetGeneral  Conference. 

The  resolution,  “Concern  for  Human 
Rights  in  Central  America,”  singles  out 
the  U.S.  government  and  calls  upon  it  to 
take  several  specific  actions  to  reduce  the 
suffering. 

In  addition,  it  urged  the  U.S. 
government  to  grant  temporary  legal 
residency  in  the  United  States  to 
refugees  from  the  Central  American 
tumult. 

The  requests  were  sent  immediately  to 
President  Ronald  Reagan. 

“Stop  destabilizing’’  nations 

The  newly  approved  resolution  calls 
upon  the  U.S.  government  to: 

•  Stop  destabilizing  existing  govern¬ 
ments  through  overt  or  covert  aid, 
whether  military  or  economic. 

It  notes  the  United  States’  support  of 
revolutionaries  trying  to  overthrow  the 
military  junta  in  Nicaragua.  Also 


included  are  excerpts  of  letters  from 
Nicaraguan  Christians  pleading  for  a 
halt  to  U.S. -supported  aggression  against 
their  country. 

•  Recognize  the  conflicts  in  Central 
America  as  struggles  for  human  rights 
and  self-determination  rather  than 
confrontations  between  the  super-powers 
of  East  and  West. 

•  Actively  support  the  Contadora  group 
(Venezuela,  Mexico,  Colombia  and 
Panama)  in  efforts  to  find  a  peaceful, 
non-military  solution  to  conflict  in  the 
region. 

•  Refrain  from  sending  external 
economic  aid  to  any  Central  American 
nation  without  the  credible  means  of 
ensuring  its  equitable  distribution. 

•  Apply  human  rights  certification 
based  upon  data  from  Amnesty 
International  and  the  United  Nations 
Human  Rights  Commission  as  a  criterion 
for  military  and  economic  assistance  to 
any  government. 

“Imbalance”  seen  by  a  few 

A  few  delegates  expressed  concern 
that  the  document  was  imbalanced  in  its 
singling  out  the  United  States  for 
criticism. 

During  the  plenary  session,  Donald  J. 


Hand  of  the  Southwest  Texas  Annual 
Conference  unsuccessfully  tried  to 
amend  the  document.  He  wanted  to  add 
language  that  would  point  out  some 
positive  achievements  of  U.S.  policy  in 
Central  America  such  as:  “the 
successful  implementation  of  land 
reform,  the  establishment  of  freely 
elected  governments  in  most  of  these 
countries  in  which  the  U.S.  government 
has  influence,  a  massive  and  impressive 
curtailment  of  suffering  and  death 
experienced  in  recent  years.” 

Mr.  Hand  argued  that  it  was 
inappropriate  for  the  United  Methodist 
stance  to  be  only  negative  about  the 
United  States  when  the  “majority  of 
citizens  in  these  countries  speak 
affirmatively  of  the  U.S.  influence.” 

However,  the  Rev.  Jack  Heacock  (also 
from  Southwest  Texas)  who  presented 
the  resolution  answered  that  consultation 
with  six  Latin  American  United 
Methodist  bishops  and  trips  by  several 
committee  members  convinced  him  that 
the  resolution  reflects  “the  respected 
judgment  and  opinion  of  Christian  leaders 
throughout  Latin  America.” 

Latin  American  bishops  were  promi¬ 
nent  at  the  conference,  participating  in 


Goal  set  to  double  membership 


By  DAN  J.  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

BALTIMORE  —  In  the  closing  hours  of 
the  1984  General  Conference  here  dele¬ 
gates  set  as  a  goal  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  to  more  than  double  its  9.4  mil¬ 
lion  members  to  20  million  by  1992. 


The  ambitious  action  by  the  church’s 
top  legislative  body  followed  an  earlier 
decision  intended  to  add  one'million  new 
members,  to  establish  1,000  new  congre¬ 
gations  and  to  strengthen  2,500  others 
during  the  next  four  years. 

In  addition  to  these  church-wide  goals 


Delegates  urge  U.S. 
to  lift  Cuba  embargo 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BALTIMORE  —  The  1984  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Conference  has  “peti¬ 
tioned”  the  U.S.  government  to  lift  its 
economic  embargo  against  Cuba. 

It  also  is  asking  the  United  States  to 
“seek  negotiations  with  the  Cuban 
government  for  the  purpose  of  resuming 
normal  diplomatic  relations.” 

Concerns  for  peace  were  cited  as  the 
basis  for  these  actions.  The  approved  res¬ 
olution  says  it  is  not  possible  to  resolve 
issues  that  divide  peoples  when  nations 
refuse  to  give  diplomatic  recognition  to 
one  another. 
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HEAR  THE  WORD! 


Cassette  tapes  survey  the  entire  Bi¬ 
ble  by  a  master  teacher.  New  1984 
series  by  Frank  Warden,  author  of 
Trinity  Bible  Studies  leads  you  in  a 
believer's  walk  through  Scripture.  Ex¬ 
cellent  for  teachers,  pastors, 
graduates  —  or  a  gift  to  yourself. 

Old  Testament  complete,  15  hours,  in 
beautiful  album  —  $40.  New  Testa¬ 
ment.  $40  SPECIAL  OFFER  both 
albums  plus  free  NIV  Bible,  all  for 
$75.00.  Send  to  Trinity  Bible  Studies. 

Box  25101.  Dallas.  TX  75225. 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 

Box  25101  •  Dallas,  TX  75225 
214  526  8498 


For  more  than  20  years,  the  United 
States  has  had  no  diplomatic  relations 
with  Cuba  and  has  prohibited  any  kind  of 
trade  —  including  food  and  medicines. 

The  objective  of  that  policy  was  to 
force  a  change  in  communist-governed 
Cuba  and  to  halt  the  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  Soviet  influence  there.  But  that 
policy  has  failed,  the  new  church 
resolution  states. 

“If  anything,  the  embargo’s  most 
evident  result  has  been  to  force  Cuba  to 
an  even  closer  political  and  military  re¬ 
liance  on  the  Soviet  Union.  ” 

“Would  relieve  tensions” 

The  actions  proposed  by  General  Con¬ 
ference  “would  help  relieve  tensions  in 
the  Caribbean,"  the  resolution  states.  It 
also  lists  the  following  as  justifications 
for  the  proposed  actions: 

•  Closer  relations  between  Cuba  and 
the  United  States  would  enable  closer  re¬ 
lations  and  “neighbor-love"  between  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Cuba  and  the  UMC. 

•  The  United  States  is  the  only  major 
Western  country  pursuing  a  policy  of 
non-relations  with  Cuba. 

•  The  United  States  trades  and  has  dip¬ 
lomatic  relations  with  other  communist 
governments  such  as  the  Soviet  Union, 
China,  Hungary,  Poland  and  Rumania. 

•  The  use  of  an  embargo  on  food  trade 
as  a  foreign  policy  tool  violates  the 
Reagan  administration’s  stated  policy. 
The  resolution  says:  “The  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration  declared  that  the  United 
States  will  not  use  food  as  a  foreign 
policy  instrument  when  it  lifted  the  grain 
embargo  against  the  Soviet  Union  im¬ 
posed  by  the  Carter  administration  in 
order  to  protest  the  Soviet  intervention  in 
the  conflict  in  Afghanistan. " 

General  Conference  delegates,  saying 
they  were  acting  out  of  “Christian  and 
humanitarian  concern,”  turned  down  an 
attempt  by  some  to  suggest  that  the  em¬ 
bargo  be  lifted  only  after  the  Cuban 
government  improves  its  poor  record  on 
human  rights.  -  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


the  General  Conference  is  calling  for 
each  congregation  to  establish  one  new 
justice  ministry  each  year  through  1988. 
However,  the  delegates  refused  to  ap¬ 
prove  a  request  for  $10  million  with 
which  to  finance  the  three-part  program 
—  even  though  they  acknowledged  the 
need  for  massive  amounts  of  money  if  it 
is  to  be  successful. 

The  1985-88  growth  strategy  incorpor¬ 
ates  several  significant  portions  of  the 
“Church  Alive”  proposal  that  earlier 
failed  to  win  General  Conference  appro¬ 
val,  among  them: 

•  Commitment  to  Christ  and  the 

strengthening  of  spiritual  life  and 
evangelical  witness. 

•  Increased  worship  attendance,  Bible 

study  and  prayer. 

•  Nurture  of  members  to  bring  about  a 

deeper  spiritual  life. 

•  Continued  awareness  of  and  ministry 

to  individual  needs  and  social  needs  in 
the  communities  —  such  as  unemploy¬ 
ment,  aging,  single  adults,  substance 
abuse,  community  changes  in  race 
and  economy. 

•  Nurture  and  support  of  weak  congre¬ 

gations  by  stronger  ones. 

•  Ecumenical  yoking  and  sharing  of  re¬ 

sources. 

•  Central  (overseas)  conference  partici¬ 

pation  in  church  development  and 
evangelization. 

In  order  to  achieve  the  greater  goal  of 
more  than  10  million  new  members  in 
only  eight  years,  the  General  Conference 
asked  each  of  the  church's  73  annual  con¬ 
ferences  to  establish  its  own  membership 
growth  targets,  to  develop  strategies  for 
local  churches  and  districts  to  develop 
their  own  membership  growth  targets, 
and  to  devise  ways  to  evaluate  progress. 

To  facilitate  those  efforts  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  is  asked  to  provide 
information  on  population  trends  which 
indicate  areas  of  potential  growth.  New 
Church  Development  office  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  will 
target  areas  of  high  potential  for  special 
attention. 

Additionally,  the  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship  was  asked  to  provide  materials 
on  evangelization  and  church  growth. 
The  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  will  plan  for  ministerial  re¬ 
cruitment  to  meet  an  anticipated  grow¬ 
ing  need  for  new  pastors.  Accordingly, 
all  the  UMC’s  seminaries  have  been 
asked  to  offer  courses  on  church  growth. 

In  a  separate  but  related  action,  the  de¬ 
legates  voted  to  continue  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  African  Church  Growth  and  De¬ 
velopment  program  as  part  of  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church  “missional  prior¬ 
ity." 


several  press  conferences  and  briefing 
sessions.  Two  sat  in  the  small  circle  of  a 
sub-subcommittee  that  drafted  the 
primary  document  and  freely  made  sug¬ 
gestions  and  comments.  Bishop  Fredrico 
J.  Pagura  of  Argentina  made  an  impas¬ 
sioned  speech  before  the  full  Church  and 
Society  committee  to  do  what  was  right 
rather  than  what  was  supportive  of  the 
U.S.  government. 

Overwhelming  agreement 

The  Church  and  Society  legislative 
committee  had  spent  considerable  time 
amending  the  document  into  the  form 
in  which  it  was  presented  to  all  1,000 
delegates.  The  committee  vote  was  94-0 
with  two  abstentions. 

"We  believe  this  document  very 
accurately  reflects  the  historical 
realities,”  Dr.  Heacock  told  the  plenary 
session.  “We  believe  it  is  down-to-earth 
and  reflects  the  balance  that  is  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church." 

Delegates  approved  it  overwhelmingly 
on  a  raised-hand  vote. 

Two  paragraphs  in  the  statement 
which  will  appear  in  the  UMC’s  “‘Book  of 
Resolutions"  helped  allay  most  dele¬ 
gates’  concern  about  its  balance. 

One  pledges  UMC  Christians  to  support 
Central  American  Christians  who  are 
struggling  against  dictatorships  "of  the 
right  and  left”  and  who  are  struggling  for 
the  freedoms  of  open  and  competitive 
elections,  religion,  expression  and  assoc¬ 
iation. 

The  other  paragraph  states  that  ex¬ 
changes  of  curriculum  material  and 
visitors  between  U.S.  and  Central  Ameri¬ 
can  churches  should  be  “inclusive  of 
various  theological  and  political  philoso¬ 
phies  so  that  our  peoples  may  better 
understand  the  diversity  of  the  viewpoints 
that  exist  within  our  communions.” 

That  was  intended  to  protect  against 
what  some  delegates  privately  claimed 
is  a  tendency  for  “dialogue  groups”  to  be 
composed  primarily  of  people  with 
strong  anti-U.S.  and  pro-liberation 
theology  sentiments. 


ble  in  all  its  fullness,  including  its  diver¬ 
sity  of  images  for  God.  ”  She  added  that 
the  report  was  “a  suggested  understand¬ 
ing”  of  how  language  should  be  used  in 
contemporary  writing  and  speaking. 

“We  did  not  address  rewriting  the  Bi¬ 
ble  in  this  report,”  Ms.  Oehler  said. 

Nevertheless,  a  number  of  delegates 
expressed  the  fear  that  the  report  would 
be  interpreted  by  many  church  members 
as  an  attempt  to  preclude  the  use  of  such 
traditional  names  for  God  as  "Lord,” 
“King,"  and  “Father."  The  report  said 
these  terms  traditionally  have  carried 
exclusively  male  connotations,  and 
urged  that  they  be  used  with  “special 
sensitivity.” 

Jinny  Gordon  of  Kankakee,  Ill.  object¬ 
ed  to  the  report,  saying,  “The  people  back 
home  are  not  ready  for  this  and  will  feel 
threatened  by  the  loss  of  the  words  Fath¬ 
er.  Son,  Lord  and  King." 

The  Rev.  Robert  Scott  of  Little  Rock. 
Ark.  said  the  General  Conference  should 
lead  the  church,  but  pleaded,  "Don’t  get 
so  far  ahead  of  us  that  we  can’t  catch 
up." 

Supporting  the  report,  the  Rev.  C.  Ebb 
Menden  of  Lincoln,  Neb.,  said  he  had 
learned  from  the  use  of  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage.  As  a  preacher,  he  said  it  made  him 
aware  that  the  nature  of  God  transcends 
the  male  concept  and  this  has  enriched 
his  preaching.  He  added  that  it  also  made 
him  aware  of  the  people  he  had  excluded 
by  his  “blandness"  and  made  him  a 
more  sensitive  pastor. 

A  member  of  the  legislative  committee 
which  reviewed  the  report  pointed  out 
that  the  report  did  not  propose  any 
changes  in  language  usage,  but  recom¬ 
mended  “sensitivity  to  persons  who  may 
be  offended  by  "gender  exclusive 
terms."  On  the  other  hand,  the  report 
specifically  affirmed  the  use  of  “Father” 


in  the  Lord’s  Prayer  as  "an  important 
part  of  Christian  tradition.  ” 

An  amendment  to  the  report  by  Dr. 
Dennis  Campbell,  dean  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Duke  Divinity  School,  simi¬ 
larly  affirmed  the  use  of  "Father”  in  the 
Trinitarian  baptismal  formula  (“I  bap¬ 
tize  you  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son 
and  Holy  Spirit.”) 

The  recommendation  calling  for  use  of 
inclusive  language  in  the  development  of 
any  new  hymnal  was  amended  by  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  a  sentence:  "The  language  of 
historic  hymns  may  be  retained  as  neces¬ 
sary.” 

The  proposer  of  the  amendment,  the 
Rev.  Ed  Duncan  of  the  Detroit  confer¬ 
ence,  said  the  amendment  was  prompted 
by  “dozens  and  dozens”  of  petitions  to 
the  General  Conference  expressing 
"great  concern”  about  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage. 

Objections  to  the  recommended  use  of 
inclusive  or  non-sexist  language  in  the 
church  ranged  from  the  incredulous  to  the 
incensed. 

One  delegate  suggested  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  must  be  a  male  since  "biological 
studies  prove  that  for  a  male  child 
(Jesus)  to  be  born,  the  female  (Mary) 
has  to  be  impregnated  with  the  ‘Y’ 
chromosome  of  the  male.” 

Another  said  that  “local  church  people 
are  hot  under  the  collar  about  not  being 
heard  by  the  general  church"  and  that 
the  “threat  of  this  (report)  across  the 
church  is  absolutely  frightening  to  me.  ” 

In  commending  the  report  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  Ms.  Oehler  described  it 
as  a  "stimulus  to  theological  reflection” 
and  a  “door  to  dialogue"  on  the  nature  of 
God,  the  nature  of  the  human  experience 
of  God  and  what  it  means  to  be  made  in 
the  image  of  God  as  members  of  the 
Christian  community. 


People  in  the  news  . . 


Motorcycle  moves  this 
minister  —  and  those  he  meets 

A  motorcycle  is  the  vehicle  of 
ministry  for  the  Rev.  Tarrell 
Thompson.  The  57-year-old 
Indianapolis  United  Methodist  pastor 
uses  his  high-powered  motorcycle  for 
transportation  as  well  as  a  means  of 
spreading  the  gospel. 

Mr.  Thompson  served  as  one  of  the 
1984  General  Conference’s  volunteer 
marshals  in  Baltimore.  Predictably, 
he  arrived  there  astride  his  motor¬ 
cycle. 

“The  motorcyle  is  an  extension  of 


The  Rev.  Tarrell  Thompson 
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my  ministry,”  he  explained.  ‘It  has 
opened  doors  for  me.  People  who  nor¬ 
mally  would  not  approach  a  minister 
come  up  to  me  because  of  the  motor¬ 
cycle.  The  bike  gives  them  a  greater 
sense  of  freedom  to  dialogue  with 
me,”  he  said. 

“Once  they  find  out  I’m  a  minister 
they  don't  leave,  because  they  see  that 
I  enjoy  life.  They  can  tell  that  the 
stuffiness  usually  associated  with 
clergy  is  not  here.” 

Mr  Thompson  has  been  riding 
motorcycles  for  three  years.  He  drove 
the  600  miles  from  Indianapolis  to 
Baltimore  through  two  days  of  heavy 
rain,  blustery  winds  and  cold  tem¬ 
peratures.  To  help  offset  the  hard¬ 
ships  of  the  journey,  his  motorcycle  — 
a  Honda  Goldwing  1100CC  —  features 
the  comforts  of  airhorns,  AM/FM 
stereo,  cruise  control  and  saddlebag 
storage  compartments. 

“Back  in  Indianapolis  I  use  the 
motorcycle  daily  in  my  pastoral 
duties  at  Christ  Church,”  he 
continued.  “Last  summer  I  rode  over 
9,000  miles  on  it  serving  churches  in 
southern  Indiana. 

“Once  a  man  joined  the  church 
because  of  a  friendship  that  began  as 
we  rode  bikes  together,”  he  recalled. 
“Response  from  congregations  has 
always  been  favorable,  too  People 
just  seem  to  warm  up  to  the  motor¬ 
cycle,  me  and  my  ministry.” 

-  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 


New  hymnal  model  due  in  1988 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

BALTIMORE  —  A  new  United  Method¬ 
ist  hymnal  may  be  created  as  a  result  of 
action  taken  here. 

Considered  one  of  the  relatively  few 
General  Conference  actions  that  will 
have  a  direct,  tangible  effect  on  local 
churches,  the  action  allows  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  to  initiate  a 
four-year  study  of  the  proposed  book  and 
to  appoint  a  25-member  Quadrennial 
Hymnal  Review  Commitee  to  create  a 
model  of  the  book  for  approval  at  the  1988 
General  Conference. 

Earlier  General  Conference  action  af¬ 
firming  the  use  of  inclusive  language  in 
all  published  material  of  the  church 
caused  delegates  to  debate  the  hymnal 
study  at  length.  Another  major  consid¬ 
eration  was  prospective  cost  of  the  pro¬ 
ject. 

“What  we  choose  to  spend  our  money 
on  will  determine  the  future  of  our 
church  for  the  next  four  years,”  stated 
Peggy  Coates  of  the  Texas  conference. 
“We  cannot  afford  a  new  hymnal.” 

Other  delegates  were  concerned  that 
the  proposed  revision  might  allow  inclu¬ 
sive  (non-sexist)  language  to  be  inserted 
into  traditional  hymns. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Morgan  of  the  North 
Alabama  conference,  who  presented  the 
proposal,  explained  that  “the  great 
hymns  of  the  church  will  not  be  destroy¬ 
ed.  Many  people  are  confusing  the  hym¬ 
nal  issue  with  the  inclusive  language  is¬ 
sue,”  he  said. 

The  current  Methodist  Hymnal  was 
published  in  1964,  prior  to  the  union  of  the 
former  Methodist  Church  and  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  United  Brethren  in  1968.  In  prepar¬ 
ing  the  new  hymnal  the  review  commit¬ 
tee  is  asked  to  be  sensitive  to  the  Evan¬ 


gelical  United  Brethren  tradition,  to 
ethnic  minority  traditions,  to  the  needs  of 
the  small  churches  and  to  discriminatory 
language. 

Also  the  revision  committee  was  in¬ 
structed  to  respect  the  language  of  tradi¬ 
tional  hymns  in  the  current  hymnal  and 


to  provide  alternative  texts  for  the  same 
tunes  where  the  committee  deems  it  ap¬ 
propriate. 

The  General  Conference  approved  the 
study’s  $335,428  budget.  Production  costs 
are  to  be  assumed  by  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Publishing  House. 


Our  Church  History 


Preserve  your  church’s  personal  story  in  a  binder  designed  to  last 
through  the  next  two  hundred  years.  Filled  with  special  acid-free, 
archival-quality  paper,  Our  Church  Hletory  is  a  generous  1 5  Vi  x  1 1  Vi 
— big  enough  to  accomodate  even  8"  x  10”  photographs.  Log  in  your 
church's  historical  documents  and  their  sources  on  the  elegantly  lined 
accession  pages;  record  significant  events  on  the  journal  sheets;  and  fill 
the  blank  pages  with  newspaper  clippings,  bulletins,  special  programs, 
or  other  important  printed  material. 

For  all  United  Methodists  serious  about  the  perservation  of  their 
church's  local  history,  this  beautiful  gold-stamped  binder  will  prove  an 
indispensable  purchase.  Only  $35.  Refill  pages  available. 
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THE  UNITED  MET! 


In  any  language ,  it's  United  Methodism 


BALTIMORE  —  For  the  first  time  at  a  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  delegates  who  didn't  speak  English  —  such  as  the  Rev. 
Kabila  Wakurani  Mayo  of  Zaire  (below)  —  could  move  to  the 
microphone,  enter  the  debate  speaking  in  their  native  lan¬ 
guage  and  be  translated  by  language  experts  (top  right)  into 
English  over  the  public  address  system  and  into  other  lan¬ 
guages  over  headphones  (bottom  right). 

The  translators  worked  through  all  sessions.  They  often  sat 
next  to  non-English-speaking  delegates  during  committee 
meetings  in  the  first  week. 

During  all  plenary  sessions,  they  simultaneously  trans¬ 
lated  the  debate  into  six  languages  —  French.  Spanish.  Man¬ 
darin.  Korean.  Portuguese  and  German  —  through  • 
delegates’  headphones. 
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Telecommunications  plan  okayed 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 
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$350  million  budget  for  four  years 

26%  ‘cap’  placed 


BALTIMORE  —  United  Methodists 
will  have  a  new  national,  four-year  pro¬ 
gram  aimed  at  using  telecommunication 
technologies  to  strengthen  the  church. 
However,  funding  for  the  project  was  so 
changed  during  the  course  of  General 
Conference  that  nobody  can  be  sure  at 
this  point  exactly  what  it  will  involve. 

One  plan  presented  to  General  Con¬ 
ference  asked  for  $4.8  million  a  year  for 
four  years  (1985-88)  to  develop  a  wide 
range  of  media  ministries  using  tele¬ 
vision,  radio,  cable  and  various  forms  of 
computer  teleconferencing. 

Fifty  percent  would  have  been  used  at 
the  national  level  and  50  percent  returned 
for  use  by  annual  conference. 

Early  in  the  General  Conference,  that 
proposed  amount  was  cut  in  half,  with  all 
funds  then  scheduled  to  go  to  the  national 
program.  By  the  time  the  proposal  was 
passed  from  one  group  to  another  and 
made  to  conform  to  an  overall  26  percent 
cap  on  increases  in  general  church  funds, 
the  new  telecommunications  plan 
emerged  with  an  average  allotment  of 
only  $1  million  for  each  of  the  next  four 
years. 

Half  of  the  approved  amounts  will  be 
•returned  to  the  annual  conferences  for 
their  use  in  starting  or  extending  media- 
related  ministries.  The  other  half  will 
Finance  nationally-administered  UM  me- 
•  dia  projects. 

The  new  telecommunications  budget 
will  be  $595,000  in  1985;  $892,000  in  1986; 
$1,092,000  in  1987  and  $1,390,000  in  1988. 
The  Rev.  Clair  Jarvis,  a  member  of  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  explained  that  the 
Figures  escalate  to  allow  the  commission 
to  "more  wisely  plan  its  strategy  across 
the  quadrennium.” 

The  original  telecommunications  pro¬ 
posal  included  funding  a  one-hour  weekly 
cable  television  program,  purchase  of 
satellite  time  to  make  programs  view¬ 
able  across  North  America  and  a  media 
‘package”  of  five  radio  and  five  tele¬ 
vision  spots  coordinated  with  print  ads  to 
promote  church-school  attendance.  It 
would  also  have  provided  for  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  a  church-wide  telecommuni¬ 
cations  network  to  centralize 
denominational  resources  and  telecon- 


_ CLASSIFIED _ 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  AND  EDUCATION  for 
growing  830  member  church  in  Andrews.  TX  Music 
responsibilities  include  chancel  choir,  youth  choirs, 
and  handbell  choir  Education  responsibilities  in¬ 
clude  growth  and  renewal  of  Church  School  Salary 
to  be  discussed  Please  contact  Rev  Milton  Jochetz 
311  N  E  2nd.  Andrews.  TX  79714  or  Phone  (915  )  523- 
9854 _ _ 

POSITION  OPEN  —  Director/Manager  of  Camp 
Otterbein  near  Logan.  Ohio  Applicants  should  be  at 
least  25  years  of  age,  having  a  commitment  to  the 
church  and  outdoor  ministries  with  basic  skills  in 
maintenance  and  program  areas,  and  be  available  to 
begin  work  on  August  1  Applications  will  be 
accepted  until  June  15  Contact  the  office  of  the 
Director  of  Center  Ministries  for  application  and  job 
description:  P  O  Box  137.  Germantown.  OH 45327  or 
phone  (513)  855-4108, _ 

DEVELOPER  OF  PLANNED  GIVING  (or  North 
Indiana  Conference  Experience  in  fund  raising  and 
a  record  of  development  achievement  is  desired 
Send  resume  to:  Ronald  C  Stoll  and  Associates.  420 
South  Fourth  Street,  Elkhart.  IN  46516  Phone  219) 
522-2396 _ 

POSITION  OPEN:  Business  Manager  for  Mission 
project  in  rural  Appalachia  Contact  Executive 
Director,  Henderson  Settlement.  P  O.  Box  205. 
F rakes.  KY 40940  (606  )  337-3613 
DIRECTOR  OR  MINISTER  OF  CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION  being  sought  by  congregation  of  900 
MAR  orM-DIV  plus  two  years  experience  desired 
Send  resume  to  Hope  United  Methodist  Church.  5101 
South  Dayton.  Englewood.  CO  80111.  Attention:  SPR 
Committee _ 

ORGANIST/CHOIR  DIRECTOR  (part-time)  Salary 
$5,800  00  plus  benefits  For  further  information, 
please  write:  Music  Committee.  Grace  UMC.  13  SE 
21st  Place.  Cape  Coral.  FL  33904 _ 

ORGANIST  Part-time  position  available  AurusI 
1984  Four  manual.  61  rank  Moller  pipe  organ  Mem¬ 
bership  2800  Worship  service  televised  For  June 
1984.  audition,  contact  Edla  Hilts.  First  UMC,  330  N 
Broadway.  Wichita.  KS 67202  Phone  (316  )  267^244 
YOUTH  DIRECTOR  2500  member  church  with 
history  of  strong  youth  program  looking  for 
experienced  Youth  Director  Salary  open  Send, 
resume,  references  and  photo  to  First  UMC.  P  O. 
Box  248.  Panama  City.  FL  32402 
NEEDED  MUSIC/ YOUTH  DIRECTOR  Handley 
UMC  U300  members)  2929  Forest.  Ft  Worth.  TX 
76112  (  817  )  451-4321  $12,000  minimum  (negotiable 
ha«^«H  on  experience  < 


ferencing  between  churches  and  im¬ 
proved  utilization  of  cable  television  and 
in-church  video  systems.  The  revised 
program  will  be  drawn  from  these  orig¬ 
inal  elements. 

Roger  Burgess,  general  secretary- 
elect  of  the  church’s  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Communications,  has  called  a 
staff  meeting  in  June  to  develop  specific 
plans  for  the  program  in  light  of  the  ra¬ 
dically  smaller-than-proposed  budget. 
"We  are  going  to  do  the  best  we  can  with 
what  the  conference  has  given  us,”  he 
said  following  the  final  decision. 

Earlier,  Charles  Cappleman,  an  execu¬ 
tive  with  CBS-TV  who  chairs  the  United 
Methodist  Communications  agency, 
spoke  in  support  of  the  $4.8  million  annual 
program  to  the  General  Conference  and 
expressed  disappointment  in  not  having 
the  full  amount  approved  after  extensive 
study  had  shown  the  need  for  such  a 
ministry  within  the  UMC. 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

FORT  WORTH  -  Dr.  Jon  H.  Fleming 
has  announced  his  intention  to  resign  as 
president  of  Texas  Wesleyan  College 
here. 

His  surprise  announcment  here  May  9 
was  only  the  latest  twist  in  a  scenario 
which  dates  to  last  fall  when  local  news¬ 
papers  revealed  that  the  school  faced  a 
precarious  financial  condition,  including 
an  $11  million  indebtedness  and  annual 
operating  deficits. 

These  concerns  raised  locally  led  the 
University  Senate  —  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  national  agency  for  re¬ 
viewing  colleges  and  universities  related 
to  the  church  —  to  accelerate  its  regular¬ 
ly-scheduled  visit  to  the  school. 

Probation  unprecedented 

Based  on  that  visit  in  mid-February  by 
a  four-person  team  of  executives  from 
other  UM-related  schools,  the  University 
Senate  has  taken  the  unprecedented 
action  of  placing  TWC  on  probation  for 
two  years  (see  UMR,  May  11).  The  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate  described  its  action  as  "a 
serious  warning”  and  said  “unless  the 
(TWC)  board  of  trustees  assumes  its 
proper  leadership  role,  the  University 
Senate  may  take  more  severe  action.” 
The  nature  of  that  potentially  more 
“severe  action”  was  not  specified. 

A  review  committee  from  the  TWC 
board  of  trustees  produced  its  own  six- 
page  response  to  the  12-page  confidential 
report  by  the  University  Senate.  The 
trustee  committee’s  report  which  was 
adopted  by  the  college  board  of  trustees, 
said  the  four-person  group  found  “no 
basis  for  disagreement  with  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Senate  report.  ”  The  trustee  commit¬ 
tee  said  its  interpretation  of  the  situa¬ 
tion  "is  that  though  Texas  Wesleyan  Col¬ 
lege  faces  severe  problems,  it  has  the 
time  and  the  opportunity  to  get  its  house 
in  order.” 

Neither  the  University  Senate  report 
nor  the  trustee  committee  response  rec¬ 
ommended  explicitly  that  Dr.  Fleming 
resign  or  that  there  be  any  change  in  the 
school’s  top  administration.  But  both 
reports  indicated  that  both  the  president 
and  the  trustees  must  assume  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  school’s  current  plight  and 
take  decisive  action  to  remedy  it. 

The  University  Senate  report  set  off 
shockwaves  in  the  Texas  Wesleyan  com¬ 
munity.  Board  of  trustees  chairman 
Judson  Cramer,  a  Fort  Worth  business¬ 
man,  told  one  Dallas  newspaper  that  the 
report  merely  said  that  TWC  officials 
had  been  told  “we  used  some  bad  judg¬ 
ment  and  spent  some  money  on  things  we 
should  not  have."  He  also  said  the  school’s 
plan  for  a  new  campus  was  still  "an  at¬ 
tainable  goal”  but  “not  as  soon  as  we  had 
hoped.” 

A  letter  May  1  to  Wesleyan  alumni 


Several  delegates  voiced  support  of  the 
project,  saying  that  a  telecommuni¬ 
cations  ministry  is  what  "the  people  are 
looking  for.”  The  Rev.  Richard  Wilke 
from  the  Kansas  West  annual  conference 
told  the  conference,  “The  one  language 
of  the  world  that  everybody  speaks  is 
television  ...  It  is  the  most  inclusive 
language  of  the  world,  from  the  tiniest 
huts  to  the  greatest  mansions.” 

But  the  Rev.  David  Giles  of  the  Troy 
conference  said,  "We  are  a  person- 
connected  denomination,  and  I  believe 
that  we  could  not  carry  on  a  program  of 
electronic  evangelism  under  our  present 
denominational  thrust.”  The  Rev.  Flet¬ 
cher  Carter  of  the  South  Carolina  con¬ 
ference  added  that  the  UMC  should  not 
attempt  to  go  into  the  (media  ministry) 
business  like  other  television 
evangelists. 

The  proposal  was  broadly  supported  in 
its  final,  revised  form. 


called  the  University  Senate  action  a 
“warning”  and  said  responsible  persons 
among  trustees,  administrators,  faculty, 
students,  alumni  and  friends  of  the  school 
“are  working  to  address  these  con¬ 
cerns.”  The  letter  was  signed  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Fleming  and  Chairman  Cramer, 
plus  Bishop  John  W.  Russell  of  the 
Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area  and  top  officers 
of  the  school’s  faculty,  alumni  associa¬ 
tion  and  student  government  association. 

Despite  those  assurances,  the  dean  of 
TWC’s  school  of  science  and  humanities, 
Dr.  Ronald  D.  Ballard  said  faculty 
members  did  not  request  Dr.  Fleming’s 
resignation,  but  that  they  were  “pleased 
and  relieved”  that  he  took  the  step. 

Highlights  of  the  University  Senate’s 
unusual  report  which  departed  from  its 
normal  style  to  describe  Wesleyan  in 
terms  of  “strengths”  and  “problems”  in¬ 
clude  the  following: 

•  The  school  faces  a  $2.5  million  deficit 
on  a  $10  million  budget  in  the  1983-84 
school  year  and  a  $1  million  deficit  in 
1984-85  despite  staff  and  program  cut¬ 
backs,  no  pay  raises,  etc. 

•  An  earlier  cash-flow  problem  was  a- 
voided  only  by  the  borrowing  of  $5.3 
million  from  a  restricted  fund  given  to 
erect  a  library  on  the  school’s  present 
campus.  Over  half  this  borrowed  amount 
was  used  to  buy  land  for  a  proposed  new 
campus  west  of  Fort  Worth.  The  Univer¬ 
sity  Senate  said  this  borrowing  from  one 
fund  for  another  purpose  “was  done  with¬ 
out  the  knowledge  of  anyone  on  the  board 
of  trustees,  apparently  not  even  the 
chairman.” 

Move  should  be  ‘shelved’ 

•  Costs  of  buying,  completing  and  mov¬ 
ing  to  the  proposed  new  campus  are  so 
enormous  that  plans  to  do  so  “should  be 
shelved  until  sufficient  funding  is  in  sight.” 

•  “We  were  told  repeatedly,”  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate  review  team  said,  “that 
neither  the  chairman,  the  leaders  of  the 
executive  committee  nor  the  president 
were  aware  of  the  growing  cash-flow 
crisis  until  early  last  fall.” 

•  The  review  team  also  found  that  the 
school’s  executive  committee  decided 
“to  take  the  general  supervision  of  the 
finances  of  the  school  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  president”  and  to  place  this  in  the 
hands  of  a  new  financial  officer  who  was 
to  report  directly  to  a  “fiscal  manage¬ 
ment"  committee  of  the  trustees.  The 
team  also  said  that  the  trustees’  regular 
finance  committee,  which  had  had  some 
“acrimonious  meetings"  during  1983, 
was  bypassed  by  the  new  procedure. 

•  There  was  “no  real  effort  by  leaders 
of  the  board  or  the  president  to  fully 
inform  and  involve  the  whole  board  of 
trustees”  in  dealing  with  the  college's 
financial  crisis.  The  review  team  said  the 
school’s  president  and  board  leaders 
“feel  increasingly  threatened  by  criti- 


voted  after 

By  STEPHEN  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

BALTIMORE  —  A  "pared  down”  four- 
year  budget  totaling  $350  million  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  general  church  pro¬ 
grams  was  approved  here  early  this 
month  by  the  1984  General  Conference. 
The  new  budget  for  the  1985-88  quadren¬ 
nium  represents  a  25.96  percent  increase 
above  the  comparable  amount  for  the 
1981-84  quadrennium. 

But  the  $350  million  also  reflects  a  size¬ 
able  decrease  in  the  budget  initially  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  church’s  chief  fiscal 
agency,  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration.  That  proposal  would 
have  produced  a  32  percent  increase 
above  the  1981-84  figures.  The  lesser 
amount  was  a  made  necessary  by  a  26 
percent  "cap”  imposed  during  early  de¬ 
bate  by  General  Conference  on 
budgetary  increases. 

First  time  ‘cap’  imposed 

It  is  believed  that  the  26  percent 
"cap”  is  the  first  time  in  the  church’s  his¬ 
tory  that  General  Conference  has  set  an 
arbitrary  spending  limit  on  denomi¬ 
national  program  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies.  That  limit  was  approved  after  a 
lengthy  and  spirited  debate  during  which 
delegates  considered  an  even  more  dras¬ 
tic  “cap”  of  22  percent  above  the  current 
four  year  budget. 

The  Rev.  Blaine  Taylor  of  the  Southern 
New  England  Conference  said  the  22% 
limit  on  apportionments  could  be  a 
“watershed”  in  the  church’s  history. 
“It’s  time  for  the  leaders  of  the  church  to 
show  some  of  the  sacrifice  we  need,” 
Mr.  Taylor  said. 

But  the  Rev.  Richard  Thornburg  of  the 
New  York  Conference  argued  that  a  22 
percent  limit  would  send  a  message  to 
churches  to  “stand  pat”  and  would  be 
tantamount  to  saying  “we  don’t  want  our 
church  to  grow.” 

The  adopted  compromise  increase  of 
,25.96  percent  compares  with  a*  23.7  per¬ 
cent  increase  during  the  quadrennium 
now  ending,  according  to  Dr.  Ewing 
Wayland,  the  UMG’s  retiring  chief  fiscal 
officer. 

The  new  $350  million  budget  includes 
$159  million  during  the  next  four  years 
for  the  World  Service  basic  program 
fund. 

Missional  priority  funded 

A  total  of  $25.3  million  was  approved 
for  funding  of  the  church’s  “missional 
priority,”  during  1985-88,  “Developing 
and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  for  Witness  and  Mission.” 
This  is  about  $5.3  million  more  than  the 
“asking”  for  the  same  missional  priority 
during  1981-84. 

Other  line  items  of  the  coming  four- 


cism”  and  that  lack  of  proper  communi¬ 
cation  and  participation  by  the  total 
board  “is  leading  to  deep  division,  bitter¬ 
ness,  name-calling  and  ultimately  could 
cause  resignations  from  the  board  of 
some  very  good  people.  ” 

•  Both  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
college  and  what  the  review  team  called 
“the  presidential  style  of  leadership” 
have  resulted  in  unfavorable  publicity 
for  the  school  that  is  “clearly  spreading 
around  the  state  among  Methodist  minis¬ 
ters  and  laymen.”  The  review  team 
wrote,  “The  manner  in  which  the  presi¬ 
dent  has  used  college  funds  without  clear 
guidance  from  the  board  of  trustees  is 
clearly  far  beyond  what  any  of  us  consi¬ 
der  proper  or  necessary  in  regard  to  his 
personal  life  or  the  performance  of  his 
duties.  We  are  pleased  to  see  that  the  pre¬ 
sident  expresses  remorse  over  these  ob¬ 
vious  mistakes  and  promises  to  be  much 
more  cautious  about  his  expenditures  in 
the  future.”  The  University  Senate 
review  team  also  found  an  “apparent 
lack  of  sense  of  fiscal  responsibility”  by 
Dr.  Fleming  and  added,  “We  still  are  not 
sure  that  the  chairman  and  other  key  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  board  and  the  president  under¬ 
stand  the  enormity  of  the  job  now  facing 
them  if  they  are  to  bring  even  the  annual 
budget  under  some  kind  of  control.” 

A  two-page  outline  of  TWC’s  financial 


year  period  include  $12.9  million  for  gen¬ 
eral  administration;  $4.8  million  for  in¬ 
terdenominational  cooperation;  $3.5 
million  for  a  pensions  assistance  pro¬ 
gram  for  ethnic  minority  clergy;  $79.7 
million  for  a  ministerial  education  fund 
and  $33  million  for  black  colleges  related 
to  the  denomination.  A  new  $4  million 
United  Methodist  communications  pro¬ 
gram  is  included  in  World  Service. 

Also  included  in  the  new  budget  is  a 
total  of  $31  million  to  cover  the  salaries 
and  all  other  expenses  of  the  church’s 
bishops.  In  the  U.S.,  bishops’  salaries 
will  rise  from  $45,000  in  1985  to  $54,000  by 
1988.  The  comparable  figure  for  1984  is 
$42,000. 

The  1985-88  budget  will  result  in  appor¬ 
tioned  askings  to  local  churches  totalling 
$81  million  in  1985,  increasing  to  $94 
million  in  1988.  The  comparable  figure 
for  1984  is  $74.6  million. 


Five  cents  allocated 

The  amounts  approved  for  apportion¬ 
ments  to  local  churches  represent  less 
than  five  cents  out  of  each  dollar  contri¬ 
buted  by  United  Methodist  to  their  local 
church.  The  remainder  is  used  at  local 
church  and  regional  levels  for  salaries, 
program  expenses  and  other  operating 
costs. 

In  addition  to  the  budgeted  items,  a 
new  special  voluntary  offering  was 
approved  for  World  Order  Sunday.  The 
offering  will  be  taken  then,  or  sometime 


position,  based  on  figures  provided  by 
the  school,  was  attached  to  the 
University  Senate  review  team  report.  It 
was  written  by  Dr.  W.  Scott  McDonald 
Jr.,  executive  vice  president  of  UM-relat¬ 
ed  Drew  University  in  Madison,  N.  J.,  a 
member  of  the  review  team. 

Dr.  McDonald’s  report  indicated  that 
even  if  a  multi-million-dollar  portion  of  a 
major  bequest  is  received  soon  by  TWC 
and  even  if  that  entire  amount  is  applied 
toward  debt  retirement  —  including 
paying  back  the  $5  million  borrowed 
from  the  library  fund  —  the  best  the 
school  can  anticipate  for  1985-86  is  a 
$213,000  deficit. 

Texas  Wesleyan  “can  survive” 

Dr.  McDonald  summarized,  "My  best 
judgment  is  that  the  college  has  a  fight¬ 
ing  chance  to  survive,  and  perhaps 
flourish  in  the  Fort  Worth  environment, 
if  immediate  action  is  taken  to  bring  the 
situation  under  control.  If  action  is  delay¬ 
ed,  the  situation  is  so  precarious  that  I 
would  have  to  predict  that  all  assets  will 
be  depleted  and  indebtedness  will 
become  unmanageable.” 

Other  members  of  the  University 
Senate  review  team  were  Dr.  Richard  F. 
Rosser,  president,  DePauw  University, 
chairman;  Dr.  Fred  Blumer,  president. 
Lycoming  College;  Dr.  Philip  M.  Phibbs, 


during  the  season  of  Pentecost,  and  will 
be  used  for  “peace  with  justice’’ 
ministries. 

General  Conference  also  approved  a 
World  Service  Specials  fund.  That  fund 
will  permit  general  church  agencies  and 
their  divisions  which  are  not  eligible  for 
Advance  Special  monies  —  only  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  eligible  — 
to  engage  in  fund-raising  for  program 
projects.  Such  projects  must  first  be 
approved  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  and  be  operated  within  guide¬ 
lines  which  that  body  establishes. 

Dr.  Wayland  said  that  several  factors 
determine  how  the  general  budget  for  the 
church  is  established.  It  is  based  on  esti¬ 
mates  of  the  needs  of  persons  and  pro¬ 
grams  supported  by  the  funds,  on  the 
past  experience  of  giving  by  annual  con¬ 
ferences  and  on  detailed  surveys  of 
pastors,  bishops,  and  other  church  lead¬ 
ers  across  the  denomination,  he  said. 

In  addition,  Dr.  Wayland,  said  the 
church’s  fiscal  agency  consults  with 
leading  economists  to  determine  their 
projections  of  giving  during  the  next  four 
years  to  non-profit  charitable  organ¬ 
izations.  According  to  those  economists,. 
Dr.  Wayland  said  such  giving  can  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  increase  by  30  percent  through 
1988  —  near  the  32  percent  budgeting  in¬ 
crease  his  agency  recommended  to  Gen-: 
eral  Conference. 

“We  think  the  church  should  be  receiv¬ 
ing  its  share  of  that  anticipated  giving  in¬ 
crease,”  Dr.  Wayland,  said. 


president,  University  of  Puget  Sound  (all 
of  which  are  UM-related  schools)  and  Dr. 
Kent  M.  Weeks,  special  counsel  to  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  o/  High¬ 
er  Education  and  Ministry,  with  which 
the  University  Senate  is  affiliated. 

The  college  trustees’  review  commit¬ 
tee,  chaired  by  the  Rev.  John  Ogden  of 
First  UMC,  Richardson,  Tex.  recom¬ 
mended  "that  the  questioning  and  contest¬ 
ing  of  the  probation”  cease  and  that  a  task 
force  be  formed  immediately  “to  .assess 
all  problems  faced  by  the  college  and  to 
propose  solutions  with  the  assistance  and 
counsel  of  the  University  Senate.” 

The  general  board’s  chief  executive, 
the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  told  a  press 
briefing  in  Baltimore  during  General 
Conference  that  the  probation  meant  that 
Texas  Wesleyan  had  been  placed  “on 
notice”  that  certain  things  needed  to  be 
given  attention.”  He  said  there  was  no  in¬ 
tention  to  “put  them  out  of  business.” 

“Our  concern,”  he  said,  “was  that  all 
the  trustees  be  fully  informed.  Beyond 
that  it  is  up  to  the  school  to  act.”  He  noted 
that  the  University  Senate  president,  Dr. 
Samuel  Banks,  president  of  Dickinson 
College  in  Carlisle,  Pa.,  had  considered 
the  matter  so  serious  that  he  had  asked 
for  and  gotten  a  meeting  with  TWC’s 
entire  board  of  trustees  so  he  could 
present  the  report  in  person  to  them. 


Reserve  Your  Copies 


Now! 

Special  Bicentennial  Commemorative  Editions  of  The  Book  of  Discipline  1984, 
The  Book  of  Resolutions  1984,  and  matching  bound  editions  of  The  Book  of 
Hymns  will  be  published  following  this  year’s  General  Conference. 


Order  now.  Pay  when  your  copies  are  shipped  in 
September.  Available  individually  and  in  combination 
sets.  « 

The  Book  of  Discipline,  1984:  Deluxe  Commemorative 
Edition.  $13.95  each.  (6438)  C08-108710 
The  Book  of  Discipline,  1984:  Commemorative  Edition. 
$8.95  each  (6  or  more,  $7.95  each).  (6416)  A01-037026 
The  Book  of  Resolutions,  1984:  Commemorative  Edi¬ 
tion.  $16.95  each.  (6427)  A01-03728X 
The  Book  of  Hymns:  Deluxe  Commemorative  Edition. 
$16.95  each.  (6462)  C08-107932 
The  Book  of  Hymns:  Commemorative  Edition.  $9.95 
each.  C08-105944 


Satisfaction  guaranteed!  Prices  subject  to  change.  Transportation  extra.  Add  sales  tax 
if  applicable. 


COMBINATION  SETS 

#1:  The  Book  of  Discipline  and  The  Book  of  Reso¬ 
lutions,  blue  kivar  editions.  $12.95  per  set.  (6405) 
C08-108606. 

#2:  The  Book  of  Discipline  and  The  Book  of 
Hymns,  deluxe  brown  bonded  leather  editions. 
$29.95  per  set.  (6440)  C08-108583. 

#3:  The  Book  of  Discipline,  The  Book  of  Resolu¬ 
tions,  and  The  Book  of  Hymns,  blue  kivar  editions. 
$21.95  per  set.  (6451)  C08-108572. 
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Time/money’s  a-wastin  ’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BALTIMORE  —  Two  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishops  with  money  on  their 
minds  gave  delegates  a  few  moments 
of  levity  as  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference  moved  toward  completion. 

Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  Jr.  of  San 
Antonio  was  presiding  at  the  morning 
session  on  the  conference’s  next-to- 
last  day.  Delegates,  tired  from  more 
than  a  week  of  committee  meetings 
and  plenary  debate,  were  having  a 
hard  time  getting  going  that  morning, 
picking  over  one  detail  or  another. 

Bishop  Dixon  finally  said: 

"Now  may  we  move  to  the  business 
of  the  morning.  I  might  share  this 
with  you  so  that  you  could  work  with 
me.  We  will  be  talking  about  money 
this  morning,  and  we  are  interested  in 
saving  the  church’s  money. 

“Taking  the  rough  figures  that  are 
the  estimated  costs  for  this  General 
Conference,  every  second  that  we  are 
in  session  costs  $6.  One  minute  is  $360. 


Every  three-minute  speech  is  $1,» 
and  when  we  have  three  speeches  for 
any  particular  item,  that  amounts  to 
$3,240. 

“When  we  handle  an  amendment, 
one  speech  for  the  amendment  is  $720, 
and  if  we  have  two  speeches  it  is 
$1,440.  Play  a  game  with  me  this 
morning  and  see  how  much  money  we 
can  save  the  UMC.” 

Laughter  and  applause  followed 
Bishop  Dixon’s  plea. 

He  then  introduced  Bishop  James  S. 
Thomas,  president  of  the  church’s 
general  finance  agency,  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration. 

Bishop  Thomas,  never  one  to  miss 
an  opening  for  repartee,  responded : 

“Bishop  Dixon  and  members  of  the 
General  Conference,  I  am  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  nature  of  the  intro¬ 
duction  you  have  given  me  this  morn¬ 
ing.”  This  brought  still  more  laugh¬ 
ter.  -  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


College  head  to  resign  after  adverse  ‘UM  Senate’  report 


SHREVEPORT  LA  71104 


CD  t 

o  m  - _ _ _ _ _ — 

% 

Louisiana 
United  Methodist 

An  edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 

130  NUMBER  52  Send  P.0.  Form  3579  lo  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Tx.  75222  JUNE  1,1984 

Louisiana  Well-Represented  At 
General  Conference 


Louisianians  and  friends  shown  in  the  above  photos  are:  First  Column,  top  —  Dr.  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn  and  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes:  center —  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  center,  is 
flanked  by  Dr.  John  Norwood  of  the  GCFA  staff,  left,  and  Jack  Heywood,  a  Missouri 
East  Conference  pastor,  on  his  right;  lower  —  Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway  is  shown 
addressing  the  Louisiana  banquet  at  Baltimore  (with  78  in  attendance).  On  his  left  are 
*Tracy  and  Sue  Arnold  and  Mrs.  Galloway.  On  his  right  are  Anne  Hearn,  Woody  Hearn 
and  Nancy  Carruth.  Second  Column:  top  —  The  General  Conference  backdrop,  with 
the  Council  of  Bishops  and  Conference  secretaries  to  the  left  and  right  of  the  altar; 
center  left  —  Dr.  J:  Philip  Woodland,  left,  and  Dr.  A1  Norris,  right;  center  right  —  Dr. 
Doug  McGuire  addressing  the  General  Conference;  lower  left —  Anne  Hearn  and  Inez 
Chrisentery  converse  over  the  rail;  and  lower  right  —  George  Calvin  is  shown,  right, 
with  a  friend,  Prenza  Woods.  Council  on  Ministries  director  for  the  SW  Texas 
Conference. 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
June  4-6 

Centenary  College,  Shreveport 


Persons,  Churches  &  Events 


Rev.  Andrew  J.  Douglas,  pastor  of  the 
Laharpe-Thompson  Charge,  of  New 
Orleans,  received  the  Doctor  of  Humane 
Letters  degree  from  Union  Theological 
;Seminary  on  May  16. 

A  blending  of  the  old  and  new  will 
occur  in  June  when  the  two 
congregations  of  Second  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  and  Elysian  Fields  United 
Methodist  Church,  both  in  New  Orleans, 
merge  to  form  a  new  church.  Second  UM 
will  take  part  of  their  history  with  them 
in  the  form  of  their  1907  Hinners  tracker 
pipe  organ.  A  Fort  Worth,  Texas  organ 
builder  will  restore  it  for  the  move. 

*  *  * 

Carrollton  United  Methodist  Church 
was  the  scene  of  the  final  training  session 
for  the  chaplaincy  program  of 
Louisiana’s  World’s  Fair  Ministries  on 
May  1.  Between  250-300  ministers  and 
counselors  have  now  been  trained  to  be 
World’s  Fair  Chaplains.  United  Method¬ 
ist  ministers  attending  the  final  training 


session  were:  Leland  Wade,  Stephen 
Fleming,  Doug  Cain,  Robert  Peterson 
and  Claude  Barron. 

*  *  * 

A  seminar  on  Adolescent  Chemical 
Dependency  was  held  May  25  at  Francis 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge.  Dr.  Louis  Cataldie, 
director  of  the  Silkworth  Treatment 
Center,  Doctors’  Hospital,  led  the  event. 
Rev.  Pete  Spitzkeit  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Plaquemine  celebrated  200  years  of 
Methodism  in  America  and  144  years  of 
Methodism  in  Plaquemine  on  April  29. 
Rev.  George  Cunningham,  pastor,  spoke 
on  "200  Years,”  and  Mr.  Paul  Borron,  Jr. 
used  "144  Years"  as  his  topic.  All  of  the 
hymns  and  choir  specials  were  written 
by  Charles  Wesley. 

*  *  * 

Dedication  of  the  Lola  Hano  Sibley 
Methodist  Fellowship  Center  highlighted 
special  services  on  Sunday,  May  20.  at 


the  James  Chapel  United  Methodist  £ 
Church  in  Holden. 

Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed,  district  jij 
superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge-  jij 

Hammond  District,  was  the  guest  £ 
speaker  for  the  11  a.m.  service.  Rev.  $ 
Lewis  M.  Morris,  Jr.  is  the  pastor. 

Centenary  College  held  the  jj: 

Baccalaureate  and  Commencement  ij: 

Exercises  of  its  159th  academic  year  £ 
Sunday,  May  27,  in  the  Gold  Dome.  £ 

Henry  H.  King,  president  and  chief 
operating  officer  of  Texas  Eastern  j: 
Corporation,  addressed  the  196  £ 

undergraduates  and  the  32  graduate  £ 
students  in  the  class  of  '84.  A  Shreveport  ji 
native  and  Centenary  alumnus,  King  £ 
received  the  honorary  Doctor  of  Laws  ■£ 
degree.  £ 

Also  receiving  honorary  degrees  were  ij 
Rev.  James  Philip  Woodland  of  Baton  ij 
Rouge  and  Rev.  Lea  Joyner  of  Monroe,  ij 
both  of  whom  received  the  honorary  £ 
Doctor  of  Divinity  degree. 


Pictorial  Directory 
Photos  To  Be 
Taken  During 
Annual  Conference 

Photographs  for  the  1984  pictorial  j: 
directory  of  clergy  members.  £ 
including  ordained,  local  pastors  £ 
and  diaconal  ministers,  will  be  taken  £ 
during  the  Annual  Conference  £ 
sessions  at  Centenary  College,  jj: 
Shreveport.  ij: 

The  cameras  will  be  set  up  in  the  £ 
Student  Union  Building  during  ij: 
registration  and  will  move  to  the  ij: 
Gold  Dome.  The  pictures  will  be  ij 
made  there  from  Monday  night  ij 
through  the  remainder  of .  the  ij: 
Conference.  ij: 

United  Church  Directories  of  ij: 
Galion,  Ohio  will  produce  the  £ 
directory  for  the  Conference.  £ 

Ministers  unable  to  be  present  £ 
should  mail  a  picture  of  their  choice  £ 
to  the  Conference  Office.  £ 
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Dr.  Tom  Matheny,  of  Hammond,  is  shown  above,  left,  with  Roscoe  Buttery,  a  lay 
delegate  from  Nashville,  Tennessee,  at  the  Baltimore  Civic  Center  during  the  recent 
General  Conference. 


Matheny  Again  Elected  To 


Head  Judicial  Council 


Dr.  Tom  H.  Matheny  of  Hammond, 
Louisiana,  has  been  elected  to  an 
unprecedented  third  term  as  president  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  highest 
court,  the  Judicial  Council. 

Dr.  Matheny 's  new  term  as  head  of  the 
nine-member  panel  will  continue  through 
the  1988  session  of  the  denomination’s  top 
law-making  assembly  which  will  meet  in 
St.  Louis.  He  first  was  named  to  the 
presidency  of  the  court  in  1976. 

The  Judicial  Council  rules  on  discipli¬ 
nary  issues  upon  request  from  appro¬ 
priate  bodies  of  the  denomination.  It  also 
reviews  rulings  by  bishops  on  points  of 
denominational  law. 


Dr.  Matheny  has  a  long  record  of 
service  to  the  church  at  local,  regional, 
national  and  world  levels,  including  a 
term  as  president  of  the  denomination’s 
National  Association  of  Conference  Lay 
Leaders.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Judicial  Council  since  1972. 

In  addition  to  his  United  Methodist 
activities,  he  also  has  held  a  number  of 
key  professional  and  civic  leadership 
posts  in  Hammond  and  Louisiana.  He  is 
a  graduate  of  Southeastern  Louisiana 
University  and  Tulane  University,  and 
holds  honorary  degrees  from  several 
other  colleges  and  universities. 


Editorial 

General  Conference  Looked  To  The  Future 

By  this  time  you’ve  had  ample  coverage  of  the  1984  General 
Conference  —  through  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Reporter,  our 
Mini-Methodist  and  some  few  items  in  the  secular  press  (most  of 
which  concerned  themselves  with  the  homosexual  issues ) . 

However,  several  futuristic  items  didn’t  make  big  news  but  were 
extremely  important.  First,  a  Commission  to  Study  the  Mission  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  requested  by  130  seminary  professors  was 
approved.  The  report  calling  for  the  study  maintained  local  churches 
have  "ceased  to  define  themselves  in  terms  of  participation  in  the 
united  mission”  of  the  Church.  It  would  help  clarify  how 
congregations  might  participate  in  mission  and  help  boards  and 
agencies  set  priorities  for  mission. 

The  second  item,  also  presented  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  and  received  by  the  General  Conference,  called  for  a 
concerted  effort  to  add  one  million  new  members,  establish  1,000  new 
congregations  and  strengthen  2,500  others  during  the  next  four  years. 

The  request  started  at  home  base,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  when  it 
called  for  “Commitment  to  Christ,  strengthened  spiritual  life  and 
evangelical  witness.”  This  was  followed  by  strategies  for  increased 
worship  attendance,  Bible  study  and  prayer.  The  "nurture  of 
members  for  a  deeper  spiritual  life’  ’  was  a  significant  part  of  it  also. 

It  further  called  for  “continued  awareness  of  and  ministry  to 
individual  and  social  needs  in  the  communities,  such  as 
unemployment,  aging,  single  adults,  substance  abuse  and  community 
changes  in  race  and  economy.” 

However  the  one  million  new  members  and  establishment  of  one 
thousand  new  congregations  in  the  coming  quadrennium  are  unlikely 
to  happen.  It  will  not  be  a  matter  of  interest  or  dedication,  but  funding. 
The  General  Conference  did  not  fund  the  project  and  so  it  will  fall  to  the 
local  churches  and  Annual  Conferences  of  United  Methodism  to  pick  up 
part  of  the  slack  and  accelerate  their  witness  and  concern. 

Programs  without  Christ  —  the  lack  of  a  committed  spiritual 
dynamic  —  are  not  going  to  work  for  any  denomination  (UMC 
included).  This  to  me  is  another  indication  of  how  the  1984  General 
Conference  got  back  to  basics,  and  I  wholeheartedly  affirm  it ! 

—  E.  F. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Paul  V.  Galloway,  Bishop  Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 

Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Linda  Heard, 

Council  Director  Editorial  Assistant 

*  *  * 

P.  O.  Drawer  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  La  70821 
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Lapels  made  a  good  place  for 
General  Conference  delegates 
to  display  various  loyalties. 
See  this  and  other  pictures 
and  stories  from  the  1984 
sessions  on  the  inside  pages. 


Thoughts  on  General  Conference 
and  the  church’s  ongoing  ministry 


By  CHARLES  O.  BUTLER 

With  great  interest  I  read  reports  con¬ 
cerning  the  session  of  the  1984  General 
Conference  in  Baltimore,  (see  UMR, 
May  4,  11,  18  and  25).  Certain  achieve¬ 
ments  have  been  declared:  ‘‘The  Episco¬ 
pal  address  makes  a  strong  statement 
against  war! 

The  development  and  strengthening  of 
ethnic  minority  local  churches  remain 
the  missional  priority  for  another  four 
years. 

The  issue  of  homosexuality  is  debated 
over  a  4-day  period;  as  a  result  a  slightly 
more  strongly  worded  statement  is  ap¬ 
proved:  self-avowed,  practicing  homo¬ 
sexuals  are  not  to  be  accepted  as  candi¬ 
dates  to  United  Methodist  ministry. 

Ecumenism  is  affirmed:  we  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  support  the  National  Council  and 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  —  but 
there  is  caution  against  ‘blanket  ap¬ 
proval.’ 

And  there  will  be  a  new  hymnal  for 
United  Methodists  before  the  end  of  the 
century!” 

More  expected 

I  don’t  want  to  minimize  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  these  decisions  —  and  others  I 
didn’t  mention.  Yet,  going  by  the  reports 
which  I  have  read,  I  am  disappointed.  A 
lot  of  money,  a  lot  of  time,  and  a  lot  of  hu¬ 
man  effort  has  gone  into  the  celebration 
of  a  bi-centennial  General  Conference. 


Frankly,  I  expected  more  from  it.  I 
anticipated  a  thrust  which  would  arouse 
renewal  in  the  Wesleyan  sense:  a  Spirit- 
led  thrust  on  behalf  of  persons  which 
combines  evangelism  and  social  action. 

I  had  hoped  that  an  authoritative  word 
would  be  spoken  against  our  govern¬ 
ment,  which  in  the  name  of  anti-com¬ 
munism,  or  any  other  “ism,”  destroys 
life  on  this  American  continent  —  and 
specifically  in  Central  America. 

i  nad  hoped  to  hear  a  clear  call  for 
evangelism  —  in  fact,  I  had  to  search  the 
reports  to  find  even  a  modest  reference 
to  evangelism!  I  longed  to  hear  some  af¬ 
firmation  about  our  being  saved  by  God’s 
grace,  not  works  —  and  stated  in  some 
contemporary  manner.  But  this,  surely, 
was  too  much  to  expect  from  a  governing 
body  so  very  much  embroiled  in  a  “work 
process”  needed  in  order  that  such  a 
mammoth  undertaking  —  a  General  Con¬ 
ference  —  could  happen. 

What  it  does  come  down  to  —  and  I 
should  have  known  this  all  along  —  is 
that  a  General  Conference  is  no  place  for 
renewal.  Such  renewal,  if  it  is  to  happen, 
must  happen  in  the  local  church,  or  in  a 
group  of  2  or  3  or  more  Christians  —  yet, 
not  necessarily  a  group  officially  author¬ 
ized  by  an  Administrative  Board  or 
Council. 

I  must  confess  that  I  had  hoped  that 
something  would  happen  at  the  General 
Conference  level,  and  that  new  directives 


Butler 

would  come  to  me  through  the  adminis¬ 
trative  channels  of  United  Methodism. 
But  this  would  not  very  likely  be  God’s 
way.  For  we  would  then  be  simply  obey¬ 
ing  the  ecclesiastical  powers  that  be.  And 
what  the  Lord  wants  is  for  us  to  obey 
Him! 

Difficult  to  do 

And  that  is  precisely  what  I  find  most 
difficult  to  do.  Therefore,  after  the  noise 
has  subsided,  and  the  dust  has  settled, 
and  a  new  Discipline  goes  to  press,  I  am 
still  confronted  with  what  it  means  to  be 
a  pastor  of  a  3-point  charge,  in  a  world 
where  Iowa  people  face  the  results  of  last 
summer’s  drought,  and  a  still-felt  reces¬ 
sion  —  and  where  news  broadcasts  con¬ 
tinue  to  remind  us  that  our  world  be¬ 
comes  increasingly  smaller  as  our  U.S. 
policies  increase  in  their  impact  on 
others.  “Oh  Lord,  may  your  Holy  Spirit 
fall  upon  us  anew!” 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  column  through 
which  readers  may  express  their  con¬ 
cerns  and  opinions  about  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Charles  O.  Butler,  is  pastor  of  the  Fox 
River  United  Methodist  Parish  in  Milton, 
Iowa. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  to:  "Here  I  Stand,"  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 
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How  do  you  evaluate  the  1984  General  Conference? 


This  photo,  taken  from  high  above  the  Civic  Center 
floor  during  a  session  of  the  1984  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  in  Baltimore,  aptly  reflects  the  fact 
that  many  persons  across  the  church  were  “looking 
on’’  with  interest  in  the  proceedings  there. 

For  the  past  several  weeks  the  Reporter  has  devoted 
most  of  its  space  to  telling  readers  about  the  General 
Conference. 

.v.viViv J\fJ. itOVlCt 


We  now  invite  you  to  evaluate  what  you  have  seen 
and  heard  .  .  .  what  you  approve  and  disapprove  .  .  . 
about  actions  taken  and  directions  set  by  the  1984  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference. 

Send  your  comments  to:  General  Conference  Reac¬ 
tion,  The  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 

—  I'MNfWS  Service  photo  bv  John  Goodwin 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Here  I  Stand 


‘Compromise’  cigarette  warning: 
a  small  step  in  the  right  direction 


Was  UMC’s  abortion  stance  really  6 clarified 9? 


It  is  difficult  to  become  enthused  about 
a  “compromise”  on  a  matter  known  to  be 
as  detrimental  to  human  health  as  smok¬ 
ing.  But  a  pending  "compromise  bill"  on 
cigarette  labeling  appears  to  be  worthy 
of  support  by  Christians. 

The  proposed  legislation  is  the  result  of 
months  of  negotiations  among  represen¬ 
tatives  of  health  care  groups,  the  tobacco 
industry  and  members  of  Congress.  As 
unanimously  approved  by  the  House  En¬ 
ergy  and  Commerce  Committee,  the  bill 
would  require  cigarette  packs  and  ads  to 
display  one  of  four  specific  health  warn¬ 
ings.  The  new  warnings  would  begin 
“Surgeon  General’s  Warning,”  followed 
by  a  different  one  of  these  four  every 
three  months : 

•  “Smoking  Causes  Lung  Cancer, 
Heart  Disease  and  Emphysema” ; 

•  “Quitting  Smoking  Now  Greatly  Re¬ 
duces  Serious  Health  Risk” ; 

•  “Smoking  by  Pregnant  Women  May 
Result  in  Fetal  Injury,  Premature  Birth 
and  Low  Birth  Weight " ; 

•  “Cigarette  Smoke  Contains  Carbon 
Monoxide/’ 

The  principal  sponsor  of  this  “compro¬ 
mise,”  Rep.  Albert  Gore  of  Tennessee, 
hailed  it  for  retaining  “the  essential  ele¬ 
ments  of  a  comprehensive  smoking  edu¬ 
cation  program.”  We  consider  that  an 
overly  generous  assessment  of  his  pro¬ 
posal's  potential  significance.  We  agree, 
however,  that  it  is  likely  to  be  more  effec¬ 
tive  than  the  present  generalized  Sur¬ 
geon  General's  warning  that  cigarette 
smoking  “is  dangerous  to  your  health. " 

The  proposed  new  warnings  also  re¬ 
flect  the  latest  scientific  knowledge 
about  the  hazards  of  smoking.  And  their 
reference  to  unborn  children  and  the  tox¬ 
ic  nature  of  cigarette  smoke  indicates 
that  tobacco  use  is  a  social,  and  not  sim¬ 
ply  a  personal,  problem. 

Those  who  have  long  opposed  smoking 
on  moral  grounds  can  be  excused  for 
feeling  skeptical  about  Rep.  Gore’s 


l 


aui!:ii3!i 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon  M 
Dunnam  III;  Director  of  Operations 
and  Personnel,  Daniel  J.  Louis; 
Business:  William  C.  Strickland. 
Circulation  Director;  Ken  Thornton 
Comptroller.  Conference  Editions: 
Donald  Small,  Assistant  Editor;  Local 
Editions:  John  Lehman.  Assistant  Edi 
tor;  Editorial:  John  A.  Lovelace, 
Managing  Editor;  Roy  Beck  and 
Stephen  Swecker,  Associate  Editors; 
Sheron  Covington  and  Susan  Carroll, 
Staff  Writers ;  Production:  George  Wil¬ 
helm,  Manager;  Victor  Garza,  Com¬ 
position  Manager;  Cecil  Copeland 
Data  Processing  and  Mailing  Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  <USPS»34500>  is 
owned  by  the  United  Methodist  Conferences  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico  and  published  weekly  by 
Newspaper  Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  Council,  2320  W.  Commerce  St..  Dallas. 
TX  73212.  as  a  continuation  of  the  l3S-year  publishing 
tradition  of  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper.  The  Re¬ 
porter  maintains  no  official  relationship  to  the 
United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  to  any  of  the 
denomination's  general  boards  or  agencies,  but  does 
serve  as  the  official  publication  for  40  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  which  publish  special 
regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editorial 
policy  aimed  at  providing  its  readers  with  a  broad 
spectrum  of  information  and  viewpoints  consistent 
with  the  pluralism  of  views  held  by  l  nited  Method- 
ism's  membership.  Editorial  opinions  expressed  are 
necessarily  those  of  the  publisher  or  of  the  con¬ 
ferences  served  by  the  Reporter,  but  represent  the 
opinions  of  the  Reporter's  editorial  staff.  Signed  let¬ 
ters  and  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  the  Reporter 
reflect  the  views  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily 
those  of  the  Reporter  staff.  Paid  ads  are  screened  be¬ 
fore  acceptance,  but  not  editorially  endorsed, 

SEND  CORRESPONDENCE  AND 
ADDRESS  CHANGES  TO : 

P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas.  TX  75222 
Phone:  (214)  630-6495 
( Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes.  > 
Individual  subscriptions.  $12  00  per  year  for  na 
tional  edition .  rates  for  subscriptions  to  Annual  (  on 
ference  editions,  and  for  groups  of  10  or  more  na 
tional  edition  subscriptions  available  upon  request 
Second  Class  Postage  paid  in  Dallas.  Texas 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address 
changes  to:  The  United  Methodist  Re 
porter,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  TX 
75222 


praise  of  the  tobacco  industry’s  agree¬ 
ment  to  the  new  legislation  as  “a  pro¬ 
gressive  and  courageous  step.”  An  indus¬ 
try  that  has  steadfastly  refused  for  de¬ 
cades  to  acknowledge  the  proven  health 
risks  posed  by  its  product  is  not  likely  to 
take  such  a  step  now  unless  its  self-inter¬ 
ests  are  deemed  to  be  served  by  doing  so. 
The  approved  “compromise”  was,  in 
fact,  deemed  less  threatening  to  tobacco 
interests  than  another,  more  stringent 
bill  making  its  way  through  Congress. 
Among  other  things,  it  would  have  re¬ 
quired  inclusion  of  a  warning  that 
cigarette  smoking  may  be  addictive. 
Passage  of  the  “compromise”  proposal 
likely  will  eliminate  any  chance  of  this 
more  stringent  measure  passing. 

If  the  tobacco  industry  truly  desired  to 
take  a  “courageous”  step,  it  could  re¬ 
duce  sharply  its  massive  advertising 
budget,  and  pledge  to  refrain  from  using 
ads  which  make  smoking  appear  glamor¬ 
ous  and  appealing  to  young  people.  In¬ 
stead,  the  public  can  reasonably  expect  the 
tobacco  industry  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  ig¬ 
nore  or  downplay  health  hazards  associ¬ 
ated  with  smoking,  and  to  continue  spend¬ 
ing  billions  of  dollars  portraying  their 
product  as  a  source  of  needed  pleasure. 

Although  we  believe  the  public  would 
be  better  served  by  more  stringent  re¬ 
strictions  on  the  tobacco  industry,  com¬ 
promise  often  is  a  necessity  in  a  legisla¬ 
tive  process.  The  new  warnings  likely 
would  serve  to  discourage  more  persons 
from  smoking  than  the  present  warning. 
If  you  agree  that  such  legislation  would 
serve  the  public  interest  and  favor  its 
passage,  you  may  want  to  register  your 
support  with  your  congressional  repre¬ 
sentative  and  your  senators.  You  may 
also  wish  to  urge  them  to  strengthen 
rather  than  weaken  the  force  and/or 
clarity  of  the  proposed  legislation  if  it  is 
to  be  changed  at  all. 


To  the  Editor: 

Would  you  please  clarify  something 
from  your  article  headlined  “Abortion 
stance  clarified”  (UMR,  May  18).  You 
quote  the  Rev.  C.  Joseph  Sprague  of  the 
General  Conference  legislative  commit¬ 
tee  on  Church  and  Society  as  saying  that 
the  1984  new  wording  implicitly  opposes 
abortion  for  matters  of  convenience. 
Would  you  please  explain  how? 

On  first  appearance,  it  looks  like  our 
United  Methodist  position  has  a  loophole 
big  enough  for  a  train,  or  for  that  matter 
a  suction  aspiration  tube,  to  go  through. 
Could  you  further  clarify? 

Dwight  Sullivan 
Bisbee,  Arizona 

More  than  a  ‘clarification’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  May  18  report  calls  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  action  on 
abortion  a  “clarification."  But  surely  it 
is  much  more  than  that. 

Clearly,  the  amended  sentence  (“We 
support  the  legal  option  of  abortion  under 
the  proper  medical  procedures”)  af¬ 
firmed  the  legal  right  to  abortions,  what¬ 
ever  the  reasons,  so  that  abortions  might 
take  place  under  safe  medical  conditions. 

However,  the  context  also  expressed 
the  church’s  reservations  about  the  mo¬ 
ral  rightness  of  many  abortions.  But  mo¬ 
ral  rightness  was  distinguished,  at  least 
implicitly,  from  legal  right. 

This  position  on  abortion  was  analo¬ 
gous  to  that  on  homosexuality  in  which 
the  church  affirms  the  civil  rights  of 
homosexuals  while  expressing  doubts  a- 
bout  the  moral  rightness  of  homosexual 
practice. 

In  the  former  statement,  the  church  re¬ 
cognized  that  it  is  better  to  allow  women 
access  to  safe,  hygienic  abortions,  for 
whatever  reasons,  than  so  to  restrict 
access  to  abortions,  perhaps  for  morally 
right  reasons,  that  women  must  resort  to 
sleazy  back-alley  abortionists  who  leave 
them  hemorrhaging  or  fatally  infected. 


My  Witness 

Church’s  warmth,  friendliness 
cannot  be  judged  by  its  size 


By  WINNIFRED  MANN 
Small  churches  are  warm,  large 
churches  are  cold.  Everybody  knows 
that.  So  what  were  we  doing  in  this  cathe¬ 
dral?  Our  tiny  United  Methodist  church 
seemed  far  away  in  a  warmer  world.  We 
missed  its  familiar  worn  pew  cushions, 
well-handled  hymnals  and  choir  of  — 
maybe  10  —  which  sang  with  an  enthusi¬ 
asm  and  warmth  far  larger  than  its  size. 

We  missed  the  easy  tnendliness  of  our 
current  minister,  usually  transferred  in 
a  year  or  two,  who  knew  everyone  well 
and  who  made  the  most  of  his  time  with 
us.  What  were  we  doing  here?  Well,  we 
were  visiting  our  daughter,  Vickie,  who 
was  proudly  showing  us  her  new  church 
home  in  the  biggest  city  in  Texas. 

On  arriving  at  the  church  parking  lot 
earlier,  we  had  been  impressed  with  that 
vast  area,  as  big  as  a  South  Texas  cotton- 
field,  just  for  parking. 

“They  ought  to  have  golf  carts  to  trans¬ 
fer  people  from  their  cars  to  the  church 
door,”  Vickie's  dad  observed,  thinking 
he  had  made  a  little  joke. 

Vickie  giggled.  "Very  good.  Daddy! 
There’s  one  over  there.  Without  those 
wheels,  folks  who  park  on  the  far  end 
wouldn't  make  it  to  the  church  in  time  for 
the  sermon!" 

We  felt  like  aliens  in  a  temple  whose 
aisles  were  now  filled  with  100  voices, 
flowing  in  perfect  rhythm  and  tone  to¬ 
wards  the  choir  loft.  A  parade  of  minis¬ 
ters  ( nine  in  all )  were  lined  up  to  follow 
the  tenors  and  basses.  It  was  a  magnifi¬ 
cent  spectacle,  accompanied  by  swelling 
organs  and  pealing  carillons. 

As  the  marching  ministers  came 
abreast  of  our  seat  row,  one,  a  young  man 
of  perhaps  25  turned  his  head  and  flashed 
a  boyish  grin  first  to  us  and  then  to  Vickie 
that  clearly  translated,  “Hey,  they’re 
here !  glad  your  folks  made  i t ! " 

That  tiny  current  of  warmth  made  the 
whole  church  glow;  that  incongruous  bit 


of  humanness  in  the  middle  of  ceremony 
sent  a  clear  message  to  us  that  we  had 
become  hung  up  on  size  as  the  measure 
of  friendliness.  Was  it  possible  that  the 
100-voice  choir  now  arranging  them¬ 
selves  in  perfect  rows  in  the  loft,  laughed 
and  clowned  at  rehearsals  like  our  own 
small  choir  back  home?  Probably.  For 
this  huge,  glorious  church  was  made  up 
of  people  —  lots  of  people  —  nevertheless 
souls  as  warm  and  loving  and  human  as 
those  found  in  any  small  town  church. 

The  woman  standing  next  to  us  offered 
a  smile  and  a  hymnal  already  opened  to 
“All  creatures  of  our  God  and  King,  lift 
up  your  voice  and  with  us  sing  .  .  .” 

My  husband  and  I  glanced  at  each 
other,  grinned,  and  we  knew  we  shared 
the  same  thoughts.  We  had  mentally  cre¬ 
ated  boundaries  on  the  size  of  a  caring 
church  when  any  church  of  any  size,  can 
be  one  of  pride  or  one  of  loving  warmth. 

We  sang  along,  feeling  part  of  the  uni¬ 
versal  congregation  of  God. 

"My  Witness  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
This  week's  contributor.  Winnifred  Mann, 
is  a  member  of  the  Los  Fresnos  UMC  in 
Los  Fresnos.  Texas  (Southwest  Texas 
Conference)  The  large  congregation  refer¬ 
red  to  by  Ms.  Mann  was  St.  Luke's  UMC  in 
Houston.  Texas  (Texas  Conference). 


In  contrast,  by  replacing  this  sentence 
with  the  new  one  (“We  support  the  legal 
option  of  abortion  in  tragic  conflicts  of 
life  with  life”),  the  distinction  between 
the  legal  right  to  abortion  and  its  moral 
rightness  —  which  was  at  least  implied  in 
the  previous  stand  —  is  lost  in  the  new 
statement.  The  new  sentence  permits 
women  to  exercise  their  legal  right  to  ob¬ 
tain  an  abortion  —  but  only  when  there 
are  “tragic  conflicts  of  life  with  life.”  In 
other  words,  the  right  to  an  abortion  es¬ 
tablished  by  the  Supreme  Court  is  no 
longer  affirmed  without  qualification  as 
a  legal  right,  even  while  being  qualified 
by  moral  reservations. 

Surely  the  new  stance  is  a  marked 
move  to  the  right  of,  and  not  just  a  clarifi¬ 
cation  of,  the  more  moderate  position 
taken  in  the  former  statement. 

J.  A.  Wright 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

Clear  homosexuality 
stance  encouraging 
To  the  Editor: 

How  encouraging  it  is  to  learn  that  our 
church  has  finally  taken  a  clear  stand  a- 
gainst  the  acceptance  of  practicing 
homosexuals  in  the  pulpit.  The  people 
back  home  —  the  grass  roots  —  have  fi¬ 
nally  been  heard. 

We  can  now  feel  good  about  the  people 
called  United  Methodists.  Yes,  we  must 
show  compassion  toward  those  in  the 
“gay”  society,  but  we  should  not  be  seen 
as  condoning  that  type  of  lifestyle. 

For  the  last  two  decades  we  have 
watched  our  society  become  continuously 
more  permissive,  and  too  often  the  church 
has  failed  to  take  a  stand.  The  church, 
like  parents,  must  set  an  example  if  it  is  to 
be  followed  or  its  beliefs  accepted. 

Perhaps  with  this  issue  finally  behind 
us,  our  church  can  now  get  on  with  the 
more  important  agendas  of  evangelism, 
missional  priorities,  and  helping  the  hun¬ 
gry,  poor  and  dispossessed  of  the  world. 

Carl  Craft 
Elwin,  Illinois 

‘Barrage"  unleashed,  deplored 

To  the  Editor : 

Pride  .  .  .  anger  .  .  .  greed  .  .  .  overeat¬ 
ing  ..  .  racism  ...  the  list  could  go  on 
and  on.  All  are  “practices  incompatible 
with  Christian  teaching.”  Yet,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  in  its  wisdom  has  seen  fit 
to  select  one  practice  from  its  list  as  legi¬ 
timate  cause  to  exclude  persons  from  the 
Christian  ministry,  (see  UMR,  May  18.) 

If  any  indulgence  in  practices  “incom¬ 
patible  with  Christian  teaching”  is 
henceforth  to  carry  such  determinative 
authority,  which  of  us  can  meet  the  test? 
At  least  the  Pharisees  had  the  humility 
not  to  cast  the  first  stone  when  chal¬ 
lenged  by  Jesus.  The  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  on  the  other  hand,  unleashed  a  bar¬ 
rage  in  response  to  the  question. 

And  one  other  footnote  —  has  it  ever 
seemed  to  anyone  else  that  the  Good 
News  movement  has  a  whole  lot  of  bad 
news  for  folk? 

Scott  Campbell 

East  Longmeadow,  Massachusetts 

Bishop  T uell  overlooked 
a  few  comparisons 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  the  article 
headlined  “Bishop  eyes  Methodists  along¬ 
side  Wesley  and  Asbury”  (UMR,  May  11). 
There  are  a  few  points  of  comparison 
which  I  believe  Bishop  Tuell  overlooked^ 

•  Since  he  apparently  was  opposecTto~ 
the  office  of  bishop  in  the  first  place,  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  John  Wesley  would  be  dis¬ 
mayed  to  learn  that  there  are  45  active 


Welcome  to  readers  of  new  local  church  editions 


With  this  issue,  The  Reporter  wel¬ 
comes  as  new  readers  approximately  300 
member-families  of  the  Holliston  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Pasadena,  Califor¬ 
nia  ( Pacific  and  Southwest  Conference ) 
This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 


religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Pasadena,  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columps  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 


WE  HAVE  JdST  <%) 
MAW  HOURS  Ik  THE 
MY  TO  VO  ft  HAT  W£ 
MlKT  VO 


7HAWK  Y OU,  LOR D, 
THAT  LOHCr  A60  TOO 
HELPED  ME  40RT 
THE  6000  FROM  THE 
BN? 


BUT  1 STILL  HELP 
TOUR  HELP,  LORD 


SHOW  ME  HOW  TO 
SORT  THE  RKT 
FROM  THE  6000 


bishops  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
today. 

•  John  Wesley  might  also  have  won¬ 
dered  about  United  Methodist  bishops 
earning  annual  salaries  in  excess  of 
$40,000,  perhaps  more  when  one  includes 
the  costs  of  housing,  travel,  health  insur¬ 
ance,  pensions  etc.  Talk  about  “losing 
our  sense  of  servanthood  and  sacrifice!  ” 

•  There  may  be  a  certain  number  of 
clergy  with  “guaranteed  appointments 
and  certain  other  safeguards  who  can  get 
away  with  doing  nothing”  but  bishops 
are  elected  for  life,  hence  they  too  are 
guaranteed  appointments.  Is  there  really 
any  room  for  talk  here? 

•  Earning  2  or  3  times  as  much  as  the 
average  United  Methodist  layperson,  can 
bishops  legitimately  criticize  the  “paltry 
financial  commitment  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists?” 

•  What  about  calling  bishops  “General 
Superintendents”  and  limiting  them  to 
single  6-year  terms  in  office?  (Wasn’t 
this  Wesley’s  idea? )  We  can  soon  find  out 
who  is  “using  vast  amounts  of  time,  en¬ 
ergy  and  money  to  protect  their  turf!  ” 

•  In  regard  to  the  “pomp  and  circum¬ 
stance  with  which  the  church  treats  its 
leaders,”  your  picture  of  Bishops  Ba- 
shore,  Ault,  Thomas  and  Matthews  open¬ 
ing  the  General  Conference  with  “com¬ 
munion”  speaks  eloquently  to  Bishop 
Tuell ’s  concern.  (Didn’t  John  Wesley 
want  his  “Methodists”  to  celebrate  the 
Sacrament  of  Holy  Communion  every 
week  anyway? ) 

•  What  about  the  “class  meeting”?  Does 
this  basic  structure  of  Wesleyan  Method¬ 
ism  exist  in  a  single  United  Methodist 
Church  anywhere  in  the  United  States? 

•  Is  there  no  “pervasive  sloth  and  lazi¬ 
ness”  among  the  bishops  as  well  as 
‘  ‘some  of  the  preachers !  ’  ’ 

In  conclusion,  your  article  highlighting 
Bishop  Tuell’s  sermon  really  did  give  me 
something  to  think  about! 

John  Cennick 
Saldana,  Texas 

An  often-overlooked 
qualification  for  bishops 

To  the  Editor: 

So  you  want  to  be  a  bishop  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church?  During  these  days 
when  so  many  crucial  issues  stand  before 
the  church,  let’s  take  a  look  at  what  con¬ 
stitutes  the  basic  requirements  for  being 
a  bishop. 

Great  preaching,  good  administration, 
excellent  public  relations,  a  good  cam¬ 
paign  manager  —  all  of  these  are  re¬ 
quired  of  those  who  assume  episcopal 
leadership  in  the  church.  But  according 
to  the  listing  of  bishops  in  the  1980  Book  of 
Discipline,  there  is  one  other  qualifica- 
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tion  that  one  needs  to  consider:  the  first 
letter  of  your  last  name. 

That’s  right,  the  first  letter  of  your  last 
name.  If  you  are  fortunate  and  your  last 
name  begins  with  ‘B,’  ‘H,’  ‘M,’  ‘S,’  or  ‘W’ 
you  stand  a  very  good  chance  of  becom¬ 
ing  an  episcopal  leader.  Unfortunately,  if 
your  last  name  begins  with  ‘E,’  ‘I,’  ‘J,’  ‘O,’ 
•Q,’  *U,’  ‘V,’  ‘X,’  ‘Y,’  or  ‘Z,’  you  are  more 
than  likely  going  to  join  those  who  are 
considered  ‘also  rans.” 

There  is  one  hope  for  you,  though: 
change  your  name  and  select  those  magi¬ 
cal  letters  that  will  give  you  a  better- 
than-average  chance.  Or,  keep  the  faith 
that  there  may  be  an  outside  chance  that 
someone,  someplace  will  decide  there 
are  greater  qualifications  to  be  consi¬ 
dered. 

I.  Melville  Wohrley 
Tiffin,  Ohio 

Reporter  work,  role 

in  church  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

Just  a  note  to  say  that  I  am  increas¬ 
ingly  impressed  with  the  fine  coverage 
of  United  Methodist  news  and  viewpoints 
you  are  giving  in  the  Reporter. 

You  cover  all  the  significant  news  that 
is  available,  and  also  the  feeling  of  the 
numerous  United  Methodists  who  are  not 
happy  with  one  thing  or  another  that  is 
going  on.  The  latter  is  a  kind  of  escape 
valve  for  those  who  are  unhappy,  for  it 
gives  them  the  feeling  that  they  are  not 
being  ignored,  and  not  without  a  place  to 
express  their  frustrations. 

In  many  ways,  I  think  the  Reporter  is 
one  of  the  most  important  agencies  in  the 
church,  for  it  keeps  us  informed  about 
what  is  going  on,  and  also  challenges  us. 

Walter  N.  Vernon 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


Yours  Free! 


Everyone  should  have  a  will.  Never¬ 
theless,  many  United  Methodists  have 
neglected  having  this  important 
document  prepared. 

"Making  your  Will"  is  the  title  of  a 
booklet  which  will  help  you  prepare 
yourself  for  an  appointment  with  your 
attorney.  To  receive  your  free  copy 
without  obligation,  611  out  the  coupon 
below  and  mail  it  today. 
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State  - 
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The  National  Methodist  Foundation 
P.O.  Box  871 
Nashville,  TN  37202 
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Anti-alcohol  4zeal’  voted 


Delegates  favor  UM  return  to  abstinence 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

BALTIMORE  —  Stating  that  alcohol  in 
Western  society  is  killing  people  faster 
“than  the  deadliest  wars  of  all  history,” 
-the  1984  General  Conference  called  for  a 
reassertion  of  United  Methodism’s  histor- 
,  ic  zeal  in  promoting  abstinence  from  al- 
✓  cohol. 

Four  different  resolutions,  which  were 
approved,  counsel  not  just  against  alcho- 
hol  misuse  but  against  the  use  of  alchohol 
at  all. 

However,  delegates  continued  the  church’s 
'stance  of  leaving  the  choice  of  whether  to 
'.  drink  up  to  individuals,  “recommend¬ 
ing,”  but  not  requiring,  abstinence  of 
'.United  Methodist  members. 

..  Far  from  being  merely  verbal  position 
.papers  on  this  issue,  the  newly  approved 
.resolutions  call  for  specific  actions  from 
..local  congregations  and  general  agen¬ 
cies,  and  they  advocate  work  toward  two 
r., kinds  of  legislation. 

Campuses  targeted 

One  resolution  expresses  a  commit- 
•:  ment  to  the  approximately  120  colleges 
,;and  universities  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

It  calls  for  the  church  to  have  “advo- 
■'.* cates”  on  UM  campuses  who  promote  a 
.  lifestyle  that  “encourages  wellness  with¬ 
out  drugs  and  alcohol.” 

Such  a  lifestyle  ought  to  be  advocated 
•non  United  Methodist  campuses,  the  reso¬ 
lution  states,  because  those  schools 
“should  provide  an  environment  suitable 
for  pursuing  a  higher  education  in  a 
Christian  atmosphere.” 

.  One  paragraph  in  a  much  longer  reso- 
*<  lution  on  “Alcohol  as  a  Health  Problem” 
directs  the  UMC’s  General  Boards  of  Dis- 
cipleship  and  of  Church  and  Society  to 
,*  “give  special  attention  to  promoting  a 
\  lifestyle  of  wellness  without  alcohol”  on 
!  all  college  campuses. 

•  A  third  resolution  addresses  the  prac- 

•  tice  of  alcoholic  beverage  companies 
I  which  promote  their  products  among  stu- 
!  dents  through  such  means  as  providing 

free  beer  at  campus  activities. 

This  resolution  urges  local  churches 
!  and  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  to 
I  give  “special  attention  to  curbing  promo- 

•  tions  on  use  of  alcoholic  beverages  on  col- 
1  lege  campuses." 


General  Conference  delegates  did  not 
give  a  hint  of  any  desire  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation  to  return  to  its  early-20th-century 
role  in  which  it  led  the  movement  to  con¬ 
stitutionally  prohibit  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  all  alcoholic  beverages. 

But  they  did  adopt  a  new -official 
church  statement  urging  all  United 
Methodist  congregations  to  work  for  laws 
in  their  states  that  would  prohibit  the 
sale  of  alcohol  to  anyone  under  age  21. 

They  noted  that  “alcohol  (in  the  U.S.) 
causes  60  percent  of  teenage  deaths”  and 
that  "3.3  million  young  people  under  the 
age  of  18  are  alcoholics  or  serious  prob¬ 
lem  drinkers.” 

Separate  commission  rejected 

Several  annual  conferences,  churches 
and  individuals  had  petitioned  the  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  to  set  up  a  separate  gener¬ 
al  church  commission  to  deal  with  alco¬ 
hol  concerns. 

Delegates  turned  that  proposal  down. 

But  they  made  it  clear  to  existing 
church  general  agencies  that  they  expect 
more  action  “in  an  intentional  way  and 
with  renewed  zeal  for  “the  support  of  ab¬ 
stinence  from  alcohol  as  a  faithful  wit¬ 
ness  to  God’s  liberating  and  redeeming 
love  for  persons,’  ”  as  stated  in  the 
church’s  Social  Principles. 

The  recommendation  for  abstinence  is 
especially  appropriate  since  one  of  every 
10  social  drinkers  will  become  a  problem 
drinker  or  an  alcoholic,  one  resolution 
states. 

Agencies  directed  to  act 

The  General  Boards  of  Discipleship 
and  of  Church  and  Society  are  directed  to 
do  the  following: 

•  Develop  materials  for  use  in  the  de¬ 
nomination,  reflecting  in  their  content 
“our  support  for  abstinence.” 

•  Assist  local  churches  with  materials 
and  guidelines  on  the  establishment  of 
counseling  services  and  self-help  groups 
for  members  of  the  church  and  commu¬ 
nity  who  are  alcoholics  or  problem  drink¬ 
ers  and  their  families. 

•  Emphasize  annually  the  need  for 
education  and  consciousness-raising  in 
the  area  of  alcohol-related  problems 
through  the  annual  conference,  district  and 
local  structures  of  Discipleship  and  of 
Church  and  Society. 


•  Educate  members  about  ways  in 
which  they  can  support  groups  such  as 
Mothers  Against  Drunk  Driving,  Nation¬ 
al  Federation  of  Drug-free  Youth  and  the 
American  Council  on  Alcohol  Problems. 

The  general  agencies  are  told  in  the  re¬ 
solution  to  report  to  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference  on  how  well  they  implemented 
the  directions. 

“Remove  TV  advertising” 

Each  congregation  and  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  are  urged  to 
work  for  the  passage  of  laws  that  would 
ban  all  alcohol  advertising  from  TV  (as 
was  done  previously  with  cigarette  ad¬ 
vertising). 

The  official  United  Methodist  state¬ 
ment  on  alcohol  previously  "favored" 
such  a  law  but  did  not  request  action 
from  congregations. 

The  updated  statement  also  urges  the 
U.S.  federal  Trade  Commission  to  devel¬ 
op  a  health  hazard  warning  label 
that  would  be  affixed  to  all  alcoholic  bev¬ 
erages. 

The  statement  warns  persons  who 
practice  abstinence  from  alcohol  to 
“avoid  attitudes  of  self-righteousness 
which  express  moral  superiority  and 
condemnatory  attitudes  toward  those 
who  do  not  abstain.” 

More  lethal  than  war 

The  recommended  practice  of  absti¬ 
nence  is  an  instrument  of  love,  the  con¬ 
tinuing  resolution  states. 

That  is  especially  obvious  when  one 
considers  that  “of  the  six  million  known 
alcoholics  in  the  United  States,  350,000 
will  be  buried  before  the  year  is  out,"  one 
of  the  new  resolutions  states. 

In  contrast,  the  General  Conference 
observed,  the  Vietnam  conflict  —  about 
which  previous  General  Conferences  ex¬ 
pressed  many  concerns  —  killed  about 
5,000  Americans  yearly. 

“In  the  United  States,  65  percent  of  the 
murders,  40  percent  of  assaults,  35  per¬ 
cent  of  rapes,  30  percent  of  other  sex 
crimes,  30  percent  of  suicides,  55  percent 
of  assaults  in  the  home  and  60  percent  of 
the  cases  of  child  abuse  are  attributed  to 
the  use  of  alcohol,”  one  new  UMC  resolu¬ 
tion  states  in  explaining  the  need  for 
United  Methodists  to  be  more  zealous  in 
promoting  total  abstinence. 


Military  draft  in  war  or  peace 
called  ‘incompatible  with  Gospel’ 


Mission  staff  union  pact  okayed 


BALTIMORE  —  It  took  teamwork  to  get  the  job  done  several  times  during  the  1984  lTnited  Methodist  General 
Conference.  The  West  Virginia  conference  delegation  ( top  photo)  shows  one  way  by  several  members’  rising  to 
try  to  gain  the  attention  of  the  presiding  bishop  at  the  far  end  of  the  giant  hall.  Of  course  only  one  person  could 
speak  at  a  time  and  only  after  being  recognized  by  the  bishop. 

Teamwork  didn’t  stop  at  General  Conference.  Delegations  like  the  one  from  the  Kansas  West  conference 
(lower  photo)  not  only  got  together  for  a  final-session  confab,  but  they  and  an  equal  number  of  additional  dele¬ 
gates  will  meet  again  in  mid-July  at  the  five  jurisdictional  conferences. 


Teamwork  gets  several  jobs  done 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BALTIMORE  -  For  United  Methodist 
youth  old  enough  to  face  a  decision  about 
t(  military  service,  their  denomination  has 
.  several  strong  words  —  both  to  them  and 
for  them. 

The  1984  General  Conference  added 
and  changed  some  of  those  words  during 
,  its  recent  meeting  here. 

No  to  draft  during  war 

Governments  now  are  told  by  the 
,  UMC’s  Social  Principles  that  their 
.••  actions  are  “incompatible  with  the 
.  Gospel”  if  they  try  to  draft  persons  into 
the  military  either  in  peacetime  or  in  a 
time  of  war. 

The  Social  Principles  previously  said 
the  church  supports  persons  who 
conscientiously  refuse  to  be  drafted  and 
said  enforced  military  service  is  wrong 
during  peacetime. 

But  General  Conference  delegates 
.  removed  the  words  “in  peacetime,” 
thereby  saying  governments  never 
should  enforce  military  service. 

Some  delegates  argued  on  the  floor 
,-,that  governments  have  not  only  the 
•  moral  right  but  the  responsibility  to  draft 
people  in  order  to  raise  an  army  under 
some  circumstances. 

.  “I  think  we  must  recognize  that  in  the 
.  event  our  country  has  to  be  defended  we 
,  must  have  some  structure  for  bringing 
that  defense  together,”  said  John  O. 
Barnes  Jr.  of  the  Tennessee  Annual 
Conference. 

.  _  “If  we  (say  a  government  never  can 
conscript  a  military  force),  we  are 
essentially  saying  that  we  will  not  make 
an  effort  to  defend  ourselves,”  he  said. 

The  1,000  delegates  overwhelmingly 
f  rejected  his  plea  and  backed  the  idea 
\  that  a  nation  should  be  defended  by 
J  people  who  volunteer  to  do  so. 

\  However,  delegates  also  approved  a 
J  resolution  on  “Global  Racism”  that 
ft  condemns  the  voluntary  enlistment 
{  program  of  the  U.S.  military  as  racist, 
\  referring  to  the  disproportionately  high 
J  percentage  of  racial  minorities  who 
)  volunteer. 

j  Counseling  urged  for  youth 

J4  A  new  sentence  in  the  Social  Principles 


urges  all  United  Methodist  youth  to 
“seek  the  counsel  of  the  church”  before 
they  make  a  decision  about  military 
service. 

That  is  added  to  the  paragraph  that 
states:  "Pastors  are  called  upon  to  be 
available  for  counseling  with  all  youth 
who  face  conscription,  including  those 
who  conscientiously  refuse  to  cooperate 
with  a  system  of  conscription.” 

Both  service,  refusal  supported 

Regardless  of  what  a  youth  finally 
decides  about  the  military,  the  Social 
Principles  now  pledge  the  church’s 
“support”  and  “ministry.” 

Previously,  the  Social  Principles 
pledged  “support"  to  those  who  choose  to 
serve  and  those  who  refuse. 

One  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  proposal  would  have  removed 
the  word  "support”  for  persons  in  the 
military  and  changed  it  to  “extend  the 
ministry  of  the  church”  to  military 


Lapels  reveal  loyalties 

BALTIMORE  —  Although  not 
necessarily  wearing  their  feelings  on 
their  sleeves,  many  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence  delegates  wore  their  loyalties  on 
their  lapels.  Most  —  but  not  all  —  special 
interest  groups  at  the  conference  offered 
pins  and  ribbons  for  delegates  to  wear 
alongside  their  official  conference 
medallion. 
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Why  Settle  For  Second  Best? 

Why  take  chances  on  something  as  important  to  your  church  as  a 
computer  system  when  you  can  go  with  the  proven  leaders?  MSI  & 

IBM  have  joined  hands  to  bring  you  the  ultimate  church  computer 
system. 


MSI  +  IBM  = 
PChurch  III 

Want  more  information?  Call  us 
toll-free:  800527-9919,  ext.  0581,  or 
in  Texas:  800442-7950,  ext.  0581. 


Get  A  Free  PChurch  III 

Computer  PropoMi  For 
Your  Church  Today! 


Clip  &  Mail  Today 


PChuhch 

III 


MEMBERSHIP  MSI 
SERVICES.  INC.  P-O.  Box  162130 
Irving.  TX  75015 
I  would  like  a  free  proposal 
*  Reserve  a  PChurch  1 1 1  videotape  for  me. 
Send  me  more  information  on  PChurch  III. 
□  Tel)  me  more  about  the  computer  seminars. 

Name  ' .  _ — —  Title _ 

Church  _ _ _ ___  Size _ 

Address  _ _ PH.  (  ) _ 

City _ St _ ZIP _ 


•Deposit  required 


persons  while  “supporting”  people  who 
declined  to  serve.  A  General  Conference 
legislative  committee  quickly  defeated 
that  proposal,  pledging  “support”  and 
adding  ministry  to  both  groups  of 
persons. 

Boston  University  chastised 

As  further  indication  of  the  General 
Conference’s  belief  that  youth  are  not 
morally  obligated  to  participate  in  a 
system  of  military  conscription, 
delegates  chastised  Boston  University 
for  what  was  deemed  a  violation  of  that 
principle. 

Boston  University  is  a  United 
Methodist-related  school.  A  resolution 
approved  by  delegates  states  that  the 
university’s  president,  John  Silber,  has 
said  the  school  will  go  beyond  a  federal 
law  that  denies  federal  financial  aid  to 
students  who  refuse  to  register  now  for 
any  draft  that  might  be  instituted  in  the 
future. 

Dr.  Silber,  the  resolution  says,  has  said 
that  his  university  not  only  will  deny 
federal  aid  but  also  any  other  financial 
aid  to  students  who  don't  register  for  the 
draft. 

Because  Boston  University  has  a 
historical  and  institutional  link  to  the 
denomination  and  receives  funds  from 
the  church,  “the  General  Conference 
encourages  Boston  University  President 
John  Silber  and  the  Trustees  to  respect 
those  students  who  conscientiously 
refuse  to  cooperate  with  the  draft 
registration  and  provide  them  equal 
access  to  scholarships  to  which  they  may 
be  entitled.” 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


NEW  YORK  ( UMNS)  —  Non-executive 
staff  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
I  Global  Ministries  have  approved  a  con¬ 
tract  between  the  board  and  District  65. 


Preacher  calls 
the  roll  (sorta ) 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

BALTIMORE  —  Among  those  who 
wanted  the  1984  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  to  get  on  with  its 
business,  none  was  more  vocal  —  or 
more  original  —  than  the  Rev.  John 
Miles  of  the  Little  Rock  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

Mr.  Miles  concluded  each  of  his 
several  trips  to  the  microphone  with  a 
colorful  colloquialism  of  urgency.  One 
observer  listed  these  suggestions 
from  Mr.  Miles:  “We  have  more  fish 
to  fry  .  .  .  geese  to  pluck  .  .  .  ships  to 
unload  .  .  .  hogs  to  slop  .  .  .  sheep  to 
shear  .  .  .  committees  to  coddle  .  .  . 
grits  to  eat .  .  .  food  to  saran-wrap  .  . 
songs  to  sing  .  fences  to  mend  .  .  . 
horses  to  shoe  .  .  .  mukluks  to  chew 
.  .  .  mice  to  manage  .  .  .  before  we 
are  through.” 

Someone  noted  that  one  figure  of 
speech  the  Arkansan  did  not  use  was 
“We  have  more  miles  to  go  before  we 
sleep.”  His  clever  offerings  were 
consistently  greeted  with  laughter, 
particularly  since  they  frequently 
came  when  delegates  needed  comic 
relief  from  otherwise-tense  debate. 

-  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Few  changes  approved 
in  local  church  rules 


By  STEPHEN  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

BALTIMORE  —  When  pastors  and  lay 
persons  receive  copies  of  the  1984  “‘Book 
of  Discipline"  —  scheduled  for  publi¬ 
cation  in  early  fall  —  they  will  find 
relatively  few  changes  regarding 
organization  of  the  local  church.  Several 
of  the  more  notable  changes  reflect  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  emphasis  on  inclusive¬ 
ness  at  all  levels  of  church  life. 

As  the  result  of  legislation  approved  by 
General  Conference,  four  of  these 
changes  will  directly  affect  the  make-up 
of  various  church  organizations: 

•  In  the  future,  local  boards  of  trustees 
will  be  required  to  comprise  "at  least 
one-third"  lay  women  “as  rotation  per¬ 
mits." 

•  Local  church  councils  on  ministry 
will  be  asked  to  make  provision  for  a  new 
work  area  on  "the  status  and  role  of  wo¬ 
men." 

•  Councils  on  ministry  also  shall  in¬ 
clude  at  least  "two  older  adult  mem¬ 
bers”  —  older  defined  as  “over  65.” 

•  An  optional  "church  historian”  also 
was  added  to  the  list  of  offices  which, 
when  filled,  include  membership  on  the 


administrative  board  or  administrative 
council. 

Additionally,  General  Conference 
approved  legislation  clarifying  various 
areas  of  responsibility  in  the  local 
church : 

•  In  the  future,  lay  members  of  annual 
conference  and  pastors  will  be  required 
to  “report  to  the  local  church  or  adminis¬ 
trative  board  on  action  of  annual  con¬ 
ference  as  soon  as  possible  but  not  later 
than  three  months  after  the  close  of  con¬ 
ference." 

•  Work  area  chairpersons  on  evan¬ 
gelism  will  be  specifically  charged 
with  the  task  of  helping  their  congrega¬ 
tions  “to  win  people  to  a  profession  or  a 
renewal  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ”  as  an 
“ongoing  ministry  of  the  congregation." 

•  A  resolution  addressed  to  the  needs 
of  persons  with  handicapping  conditions 
calls  upon  churches  to  pledge  efforts  to¬ 
ward  making  both  churches  and  society 
“barrier-free"  for  such  persons. 

And,  recognizing  the  often  con¬ 
siderable  responsibility  for  financial  mat¬ 
ters  of  local  church  treasurers,  the  1984 
Discipline  will  say  that  all  church  trea¬ 
surers  are  to  be  “adequately  bonded.” 


United  Automobile  Workers  Union  The 
vote,  taken  May  16  and  17,  was  106  for,  59 
against  and  85  not  voting. 

A  draft  of  the  contract  was  initialed 
the  next  day  by  board  treasurer  Stephen 
F.  Brimigion,  Karen  Ackerman  for  the 
union,  and  Audrey  McCoy  for  the 
employees. 

A  contract  offered  by  the  board  in  late 
December  was  overwhelmingly  rejected 
by  employees  in  balloting  Jan.  27.  Asked 
how  the  document  approved  last  month 
differed,  Ms.  Ackerman  said,  “There 
were  some  inaccuracies  in  the  earlier 
language  and  these  were  corrected." 
Don  Will,  a  spokesperson  for  the  work¬ 
ers,  said,  “We  ironed  out  points  on  which 
there  was  lack  of  clarity." 

Mr.  Will  explained  that  no  formal 
negotiating  sessions  were  held  after  the 
first  vote,  only  informal  conversations. 
"While  we  were  unhappy  they  were  so 
adamant  and  inflexible  about  things  that 
would  have  cost  very  little  more  money, 
we  felt  we  had  better  tie  them  down  and 
secure  what  we  had  rather  than  let 
matters  drag  on,”  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  BGM  gen¬ 
eral  secretary,  issued  a  statement  which 
expressed  "pleasure"  that  negotiations 
on  the  first  contract  between  the  BGM 
and  District  65  have  been  concluded. 
“The  union  took  its  second  ratification 
vote  .  .  .  this  time  the  proposal  which 


management  implemented  on  Jan.  1  was 
ratified." 

The  contract  provides  seven  percent 
increases  on  Jan.  1  of  1984,  1985  and  1986 
plus  a  12  percent  increase  in  minimum 
and  maximum  rates  for  each  grade 
level.  Time  and  a  half  pay  for  overtime  is 
granted  after  40  hours.  However,  the 
work  week  is  reduced  to  37  '  ■>  hours  in  1985 
and  35  hours  in  1986.  A  four-step 
grievance  procedure  is  outlined,  and 
those  with  seniority  get  first  refusal  on 
job  openings. 

In  addition  to  11  paid  holidays,  12  sick 
days,  22  hospital  days  and  22  home  days, 
the  contract  provides  four  months-of  paid 
maternity  leave  and  up  to  one  month  of 
paid  paternity  leave.  Employees  will 
continue  to  receive  pay  during  jury  duty 
and  get  three  days  leave  to  attend  fun¬ 
erals  of  immediate  family  members. 
They  also  will  get  $40  for  an  annual  phy¬ 
sical  exam. 

Vacations,  health  insurance  and  pen¬ 
sions  remain  the  same. 

The  union’s  attempt  to  obtain  a  union 
shop  failed. 

Asked  what  happens  to  the  80  em¬ 
ployees  who  wrote  management  they  did 
not  want  to  become  District  65  members 
or  to  have  the  union  represent  them,  Ms 
Ackerman  said  they  are  covered  by  the 
contract  because  “that’s  the  law.  The 
majority  wins." 


When  families  sit 
around  the  dinner  tabic, 
they  often  discuss  their 
differences  and  plan 
projects  which  they  can 
do  together. 

Like  the  family  table, 
the  ecumenical  councils 
(The  World  Council  of 
Churches.  The  National 
Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S. A.  and 


The 
Church 
is  a 
Family 
Of 
God 


I  he  Consultation  on 
Church  Union)  are  a 
forum.  They  provide  a 
place  where  churches  can 
talk  about  their  differences 
and  plan  the  many 
ministries  they  share. 

Your  contribution  to  the 
Interdenominational  Coop¬ 
eration  Fund  assures  that 
The  United  Methodist 
Church  takes  it  place  in 
that  family  of  God. 


For  more  information,  contact: 

The  General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
Room  1300,  New  York,  NY  10115. 


I 


NCC  chief  welcomes 
UM  bishops’  increased 
ecumenical  leadership 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


JUNE  1,  1984 
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LOUISVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The  staff  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  ( NCCC)  says  she  wel¬ 
comes  the  interest  and  participation  of 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 
in  ecumenical  concerns. 

The  bishops  recently  announced  in  a 

-  pastoral  letter  their  intention  to  monitor 

-  and  interpret  the  church’s  involvement 
in  the  world  and  national  councils  of 
churches  (see  UMR,  May  4).  The  action 
was  in  response  to  a  study  made  by  nine 
bishops  after  charges  against  the  two 
ecumenical  bodies  were  made  by 
Reader's  Digest  and  on  the  CBS-TV  “60 

'  Minutes”  program. 

In  their  pastoral  letter  released  during 
the  General  Conference  in  Baltimore,  the 
bishops  reaffirmed  United  Methodist  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  councils  but  called  for 
improvements,  particularly  in  accounta¬ 
bility  to  member  denominations. 

Permanent  committee  named 

The  bishops  are  naming  a  permanent 
•Committee  on  Ecumenical  Activities  and 
Relationships  to  be  chaired  by  Bishop 
Paul  A.  Duffy,  of  Louisville,  newly- 
elected  secretary  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops. 

“We  will  do  everything  we  can  to  assist 
them  in  carrying  out  their  responsibil¬ 
ities,”  NCCC  General  Secretary  Claire 
Randall  said  of  the  new  committee.  “I 
have  assured  Bishop  Duffey  that  we  at 
the  NCCC  will  cooperate  with  them  in 
every  way  possible.” 

'  Dr.  Randall,  in  her  statement  made 
during  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the 
NCCC  governing  board  here  May  15-18, 
said  she  saw  the  pastoral  letter  from  the 
bishops  as  “very  promising  and  posi¬ 
tive." 

“We  are  most  pleased  that  the  United 
Methodist  bishops  have  called  on  all 
United  Methodists  to  be  informed  and  in¬ 
volved  in  all  levels  of  ecumenism.”  she 
added. 

Concrete  action  taken 

The  announced  intention  of  the  bishops 
to  open  up  communications  between  the 
NCCC  and  United  Methodist  member¬ 
ship  took  concrete  form  here  May  15  as 
Bishop  Duffey  called  together  about  50 
persons  from  his  area  for  a  luncheon 
meeting  with  several  United  Methodist 


governing  board  members.  United 
Methodists  have  35  representatives  on 
the  265-member  body. 

With  the  “grassroots”  meeting  as  a 
backdrop.  United  Methodists  went  into 
the  board  meeting  with  an  obvious  desire 
to  improve  accountability. 

This  showed  up  during  eight  hours  of 
discussion  related  to  a  progress  report 
from  a  Presidential  Panel.  Chaired  by 
the  Rev.  Robert  W.  Neff,  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  the  panel  was  exploring  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  the  council  even  before  the  media 
charges  appeared  against  the  body.  A 
final  report  from  the  panel  will  be  given 
this  fall. 

United  Methodists  pushed  hard  to  in¬ 
fluence  the  panel  and  other  board  mem¬ 
bers  to  make  sure  that  there  is  more  cen¬ 
tralized  accountability  in  the  body. 

Jane  Cary  Peck,  a  United  Methodist 
from  Williamstown,  Mass.,  said  the  de¬ 
nomination's  delegation  wants  to  see 
more  structure  and  implementation  built 
into  the  report. 

“What  is  outlined  so  far  seems  to  be  on 
target  to  meet  the  concerns  in  our  dele¬ 
gation  and  in  the  church,”  she  said. 
“However  there  is  a  need  for  more  con¬ 
crete  mechanisms  which  will  guarantee 
a  substantial  presence  of  governing 
board  members  in  the  program  units. 
We  want  the  board' to  become  the  body 
that  sets  policy  for  the  program  units.” 

One  non-United  Methodist  spoke 
against  the  suggestion,  saying  that  the 
entire  board  would  not  be  qualified  or  in¬ 
terested  in  acting  on  concerns  of  the 
small  units.  Another  person  said  the  cost 
to  the  denomination  for  having  its  mem¬ 
bers  on  the  smaller  units  would  be  prohi¬ 
bitive. 

Travel  pool  favored 

The  Rev  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers,  a 
staff  member  of  UMC  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns,  applauded  the  suggestion  of  a 
travel  pool.  “We  care  about  the  council 
not  just  as  a  place  to  barter  for  funds  to 
get  our  own  things  done  but  we  care 
about  a  community  of  communions,”  she 
said.  Without  such  a  travel  pool,  she  said, 
decisions  would  continue  to  be  made  by 
staff  who  have  available  travel  budgets. 

Dr.  Neff  said  the  heart  of  the  debate  is 
whether  or  not  there  will  be  a  “shared 
life"  in  the  council. 


the  church  today 


Newspapers  provide  more  reading 

BALTIMORE  —  Delegates  to  General  Conference  had  more  than  their  share  of 
reading  material.  But  many  of  them,  including  the  Rev.  Helmut  Nausner,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Austria  Provisional  Conference,  found  time  to  read  newspapers  — 
including  the  United  Methodist  Reporter.  Current  issues  of  the  UMR  were  flown  to 
Baltimore  each  week  for  distribution.  reporter  staff  photo  by  don  small 

General  Minutes  record  UM  history 


Advance  Special  gifts 
total  $21  million 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  Contributions 
to  Advance  Specials,  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  chief  avenue  for  designated  giving, 
totaled  $21.1  million  for  1983,  only  slightly 
below  the  record-breaking  total  for  1982, 
according  to  the  Rev.  William  T.  Carter, 
Advance  director. 

The  “Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church"  is  a  program  of  second-mile  giv¬ 
ing,  over  and  beyond  the  apportionments 
assigned  to  each  local  congregation. 

Giving  to  World  Division  projects  and 
programs  was  up  2.4  percent  over  the 
previous  year.  Contributions  to  both  Na¬ 
tional  Division  and  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  were  down  slightly, 
although  the  latter  took  in  $384,935  for  the 
global  food  crisis  in  the  last  quarter  of 
the  year. 

Fifty  percent  of  the  38,000  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Churches  gave  to  the  Advance, 
down  3  percent  from  the  number  that 
gave  in  1982.  However,  this  year’s  aver¬ 
age  contribution  of  $2.26  was  up  one  cent 
over  the  1982  average. 

Grand  jury  indicts 
former  missionary 

TUCSON  (UMNS)  -  Phil  Conger,  a 
former  short-term  missionary  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  whose  parents 
were  former  missionaries  to  Peru  and 


By  WALTER  N.  VERNON 

“Nothing  against  him,  bishop,”  said 
Dr.  Robert  Gibbs  Mood,  my  presiding 
elder  (now  called  district  superintendent) 
on  October  24,  1930,  when  my  name  was 
called  in  open  annual  conference  to  in¬ 
quire  if  there  were  any  charges  of  malad¬ 
ministration  or  misbehavior  against  me. 

The  character  of  every  one  of  the  more 
than  35,000  ministers  in  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  reviewed  annually,  and 
their  names  and  status  are  published  an¬ 
nually  in  both  the  annual  conference 
journals  and  in  the  General  Minutes. 

These  General  Minutes  are  a  veritable 
encyclopedia  of  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  and  ministers.  In  addition  to 
names  and  status,  already  mentioned, 
they  report  (1)  where  each  minister  is 
serving,  (2)  the  names  of  men  and  wom¬ 
en  accepted  as  probationary  (begin¬ 
ning)  ministers,  (3)  those  ordained  dea¬ 
con  or  elder  or  consecrated  as  diaconal 
ministers,  (4)  those  granted  leaves  of  ab¬ 
sence,  (5)  those  located  (leaving  the  itin¬ 
erant  ministry),  (6)  those  expelled  for 
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serious  breach  of  ministerial  conduct  or 
for  disseminating  doctrines  contrary  to 
the  doctrine  of  the  church,  (7)  those  who 
are  retired,  and  (8)  those  who  have  died. 
It  also  shows  how  much  they  are  paid  for 
their  preaching  —  and  other  statistics. 

An  exciting  and  helpful  project  is  un¬ 
derway  by  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mission  on  Archives  and  History  and  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  li¬ 
brary  to  compile  a  master  card  file  of 
every  minister  who  ever  belonged  to  an 
annual  conference  (since  1773),  with  a 
notation  on  the  card  of  sources  of  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  minister. 

In  all  cases  when  a  minister  dies  the 
annual  conference  holds  a  memorial 
service  and  the  conference  journal  prints 


a  memoir  (obituary). 

One  circuit  rider,  the  Rev.  Francis  Wil¬ 
son,  virtually  wrote  his  own  memoir  in 
1857  in  these  words  : 

“I  am  not  disposed  to  give  any  events 
of  my  life.  The  history  of  my  travels  for 
more  than  fifty  years  I  intend  to  die  with 
me.  I  shall  have  my  sons  to  lay  me  in  a 
lonely  spot,  where  no  stone  shall  mark 
the  place  and  no  paper  publish  my  de¬ 
mise.  Twenty  years  I  have  served  the  al¬ 
tars  of  our  Church  with  zeal,  in  sincerity 
and  earnestness  of  soul.  I  have  taken  into 
her  pale  more  than  4,000  members;  30  of 
these  became  ministers,  and  4  or  5  pre¬ 
siding  elders.  I  have  traveled  150,000 
miles  and  preached  7,000  sermons;  have 
lived  hard  and  worked  hard  .  .  .  Nothing 
was  too  hard  for  me,  if  I  could  glorify 
God . .  . 

"...  Snow,  storm,  hail,  thunder,  heat 
or  cold,  rain  or  fair,  I  was  at  my  post .  .  . 
Under  the  pressure  of  this  labor  my 
health  gave  way,  the  disease  of  old  age 
was  upon  me,  and  I  was  obliged  to  re¬ 
tire." 


Bolivia,  was  indicted  by  a  grand  jury 
here  May  16.  He  was  charged  with  trans¬ 
porting  four  illegal  aliens. 

Mr.  Conger,  who  is  project  director  of 
the  Tucson  Ecumenical  Council  Task 
Force  on  Central  America,  was  stopped 
March  7  east  of  Nogales,  Ariz.,  by  the 
U.S.  Border  Patrol  while  he  was  driving 
a  car  containing  four  refugees  from  El 
Salvador. 

If  convicted,  Mr.  Conger  would  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  up  to  five  years  imprisonment  and 
a  fine  of  up  to  $2,000  on  each  of  four 
counts. 

Two  men  indicted 
in  minister’s  death 

DUBLIN,  Tex.  (UMR)  -  Two  men 
have  been  indicted  in  the  murder  of  the 
pastor  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Dublin  (about  80  miles  south¬ 
west  of  Ft.  Worth). 

A  grand  jury  in  nearby  Palo  Pinto  has 
indicted  Robert  Michael  Purtell,  25,  and 
Dale  Arthur  John  Carrasquillo,  23,  on 
capital  murder  charges  in  the  strangula¬ 
tion,  beating  and  stabbing  of  the  Rev. 
John  Howard  Basham,  55. 

Mr.  Basham's  body  was  found  on  Feb. 
9  in  the  back  seat  of  his  van  after  he  was 
reported  missing  from  a  ministers’  con¬ 
vocation  in  Dallas. 

The  men  charged  with  the  murder  are 
being  held  in  a  Phoenix  jail  where  they 
recently  pled  guilty  to  auto  theft  charges 
in  Arizona. 

Law  enforcement  officers  say  that 
while  under  investigation  for  the  auto 
theft,  the  two  told  an  undercover  infor¬ 
mant  that  they  had  met  Mr.  Basham  in  a 
Dallas  bar,  robbed  him  of  $2,000  and 
killed  him. 

Washington  church 
features  memorabilia 

WASHINGTON  -  A  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  heart  of  downtown  Wash¬ 
ington  has  opened  a  museum  filled  with 
historical  objects  from  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  200-year  history. 

Mount  Vernon  Place  United  Methodist 
Church  at  900  Massachusetts  Ave.,  N.W., 
will  be  showing  exhibits  on  a  rotating 
monthly  basis  from  Methodism’s  past 
that  include  a  saddle  bag  used  by  circuit 
riding  preachers,  an  old  prayer  stool  and 
books  such  as  “Life  of  Wesley,”  “Book  of 
Psalms”  and  a  book  of  sermons  from  the 
1800s. 

The  church  is  a  historical  landmark  in 
the  nation’s  capital  and  is  noted  for  its 
stained  glass  windows.  In  addition  to  the 
museum,  visitors  are  invited  to  attend 
Sunday  morning  services. 
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Highlights  in  miniature  from 
1984  United  Methodist  sessions 


Infant  formula 
task  force  disbanded 

BALTIMORE  —  A  task  force  commis¬ 
sioned  four  years  ago  to  study  unscrupu- 
• ,  lous  marketing  of  infant  formula  in  Third 
World  countries  was  disbanded,  and  its 
.chairman  urged  United  Methodists  to 
-  study  the  ramification  of  economic  boy¬ 
cotts  before  engaging  in  any  more. 

The  Rev.  Philip  Wogaman,  who 
chaired  the  Infant  Formula  Task  Force, 
said  that  such  boycotts  should  be 
-/‘marked  off  as  a  last  resort.” 

The  task  force  was  established  in  1980 
•  in  response  to  allegations  that  Nestle,  a 
■  Switzerland-based  company,  used  un¬ 
scrupulous  marketing  practices  to  in¬ 
duce  Third  World  mothers  to  use  the 
company’s  formula  as  a  substitute  for 
breastfeeding  to  the  detriment  of  their 
babies. 

Offering  approved 
for  World  Order  Sunday 

BALTIMORE  —  A  special  offering  for 
.♦“Peace  with  Justice”  ministries  will  be 
•collected  on  “World  Order  Sunday,”  to 
be  observed  during  Pentecost,  beginning 
this  year,  following  action  here  by  the 
1984  General  Conference. 

Other  designated  days  when  special  of¬ 


ferings  are  taken  are  United  Methodist 
Student  Day.  Human  Relations  Day,  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing  and  World  Com¬ 
munion  Sunday. 

‘Youth’  definition 
lowered  to  age  16 

BALTIMORE  —  Delegates  here  voted 
to  define  United  Methodist  “youth”  as 
age  16  or  younger  when  they  serve  on  the 
National  Youth  Ministries  Organization 
steering  committee.  This  is  one  year  low¬ 
er  than  the  previous  definition. 

The  steering  committee  administers 
the  national  portion  of  the  Youth  Service 
Fund,  selecting  national  projects  to  be 
funded  and  educating  youth  about  the 
fund  for  stewardship  education  and  mis¬ 
sion  support. 

Five  members  elected 
to  Judicial  Council 

BALTIMORE  —  After  a  lengthy  voting 
process.  General  Conference  delegates 
to  the  1984  General  Conference  elected 
five  members  and  seven  alternates  to  the 
United  Methodist  Judicial  Council. 

Often  called  the  “supreme  court"  of 
the  church,  the  Judicial  Council  rules  on 
the  constitutionality  of  any  act  of  the 
General  Conference  or  other  conferences 


CLASSIFIED 

POSITION  OPEN-Director/Manager  of  Camp 
Otterbein  near  Logan.  OH  Applicants  should  be  at 
least  25  years  of  age.  have  a  commitment  to  the 
church  and  outdoor  ministries  with  basic  skills  in 
maintenance  and  program  areas,  and  be  available  to 
begin  work  on  August  l  Applications  will  be  accept¬ 
ed  until  June  15  Contact  the  office  of  the  Director 
of  Center  Ministries  for  application  and  job  descrip¬ 
tion:  P.O.  Box  137.  Germantown.  OH  45327  or  phone 
(5131855-1108 

FULL  TIME  MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  and  Young 
Adults  in  growing  1100  member  UMC  Person  may  be 
lay  or  ordained.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable 
Contact  Rev  Carlton  Anderson,  Box  1415. 
Brunswick.  Georgia  31521 . 

NEEDED  MUSIC/YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  HANDLEY 
UMC  ( 1,300  members)  2929  Forest.  Ft.  Worth.  Texas 
76112  (817)  451-4321.  $12,000  minimum  (negotiable 
based  on  experience ) 

DIRECTOR  OR  MINISTER  OF  CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION  being  sought  by  congregation  of  900 

M  A  R  or  M  DIV  plus  two  years  experience  desired 
Send  resume  to  Hope  United  Methodist  Church.  5101 
South  Dayton,  Englewood.  CO  80111,  Attn:  SPR 
Committee 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  2.500  MEMBER  CHURCH  with 
history  of  strong  youth  program,  looking  for 
experienced  Youth  Director  Salary  open  Send 
resume,  references  and  photo  to  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  P.O.  Box  248,  Panama  City.  Florida 
32402. 

PARISH  PASTOR  position  available  immediately 
for  bilingual,  Spanish /English,  person  to  develop  a 
congregation  in  Greeley.  CO  Project  is  sponsored  by 
the  United  Methodist  and  United  Presbyterian 
denominations  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to 
Josafat  Curti.  Associate  Program  Coordinator. 
Hispanic  Ministries,  Rocky  Mountain  Conference, 
UMC  2200  South  University  Blvd..  Denver.  CO  80210. 

TITHING:  GOD  S  COMMAND  OR  MAN  S  demand1’ 
New  report  details  eye-opening  facts.  Meticulously 
researched.  Most  comprehensive  research  in  decades 
Free  details:  Xavier  Press-MT,  3122  Jerome.  Dallas. 
Texas  75223 

OKLAHOMA  VOLUNTEERS-IN-MISSION  HAND¬ 
BOOK.  compiled  by  Larry  Eisenberg.  84  pages  of 
caring  ideas,  $2.00  Conference  Office,  2420  N. 
Blackwelder.  Okla.  City  73106 

TEMPORARY.  PERMANENT  position  in  the 
church  or  religious  organization  as  teacher,  lay 
preacher,  itinerant  lay  speaker,  holding  seminars, 
workshops,  rehabilitation  of  handicapped,  therapy 
and  training,  urban  renewal  project,  counseling 
Exc  administrator,  creative  putting  ideas  into 
action  MA,  PhD  write  H.  Winky  Lotz,  112  Moun¬ 
tain  Road.  Linthicum  Heights.  MD  21090 

FUND  KAISERS  FOR  YOUR  CHURCH  GROUP.  A 
carton  of  22  boxes  of  Christmas  cards  can  earn  your 
church  or  group  a  profit  of  $3.20  per  box  for  a  total  of 
$70  a  carton.  For  a  sample  and  more  information, 
write  the  Rev  David  Briddell.  Intermedia,  475 
Riverside  Drive.  New  York.  N  Y  10115  J 

ORGANIST  PART-TIME  POSITION  AVAILABLE 
August  1984  Four  manual.  61  rank  Moller  pipe 
organ  Membership  2.800  Worship  service  televised 
For  June.  1984.  audition,  contact  Edla  Hilts.  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  330  N  Broadway.  Wichita. 
KS  67202  Phone  1 316 1  267-6244 

HOLY  LAND.  EGYPT.  GREECE  16  DAYS  $2. 198  all 
inclusive  from  Houston  September  21  Anthony 
Webster.  Westminster  United  Methodist  Church. 
5801  San  Felipe  Rd  ,  Houston.  Texas  77057  (  713  )  782- 
7750  or  461 -3099 

CHINA  ADVENTURE  PLUS  HONG  KONG.  October 
1-19,  1984.  Escorted  by  Rev.  and  Mrs  Edward  Laux. 
6247  Annapolis.  Dallas.  TX  75214.  Brochure  available. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC,  1 .450  member  congregation 
in  growing  community  near  Disney  World  and 
Orlando,  multiple  staff,  strong  choir  program, 
supervision  of  entire  music  program,  salary  nego¬ 
tiable  Send  resume  and  references  to  Robert  H  Fox. 
First  UMC.  P.O.  Box  669.  Kissimmee.  FL  32742-0669 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  lor  growing  central  Florida 
UMC.  Adult,  children,  and  chime  choirs  An 
attractive  part-time  position  with  great  potential. 
Salary  commensurate  with  ability  Position  open 
July  1,  1984  Send  resume  to  P.O.  Box  120.  Umatilla. 

FL  32784 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  -  ONE  MILE  FROM  ASSEM- 

heater.  one  acre,  deep  well,  paved  road,  in  an 
apple  orchard  Fantastic  view,  has  small  apt.. 
$60,000.  17041  456-8558.  219  Mauney  Cove  Loop. 
Waynesville.  N.C  28786 

METHODIST  PIE.  HUMOROUS  CAMP  MEETING 
SONG  For  music  and  historical  background,  send 
$3  00  to  Pat  Timberlake.  372  Dominion  Circle. 
Knoxville.  TN  37922  A  bicentennial  must 

—  jurisdictional,  annual  or  central  —  up¬ 
on  appeal.  The  newly-elected  members 
began  serving  at  the  end  of  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

Elected  to  eight-year  terms  were 
James  M.  Dolliver  of  Olympia,  Wash.  , 
Willard  H.  Douglas  Jr.  of  Richmond, 
Va.;  and  the  Rev.  Albert  W.  Sweazy  of 
Lexington,  Ky.  Re-elected  for  second 
eight-year  terms  were  Elizabeth  B 
Gundlach  of  Springville,  N.Y.,  and  the 
Rev.  Gene  E.  Sease  of  Indianapolis. 

Church  loan  fund 
language  retained 

BALTIMORE  —  The  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference  declined  to  add  a  paragraph  to 
“The  Book  of  Discipline"  which  would 
have  “authorized  and  encouraged”  indi¬ 
viduals  and  groups  at  all  levels  of  the 
church  to  invest  in  The  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund  ( UMDF ) . 

The  proposal  reached  General  Confer¬ 
ence  by  way  of  a  petition  from  the  de¬ 
velopment  fund’s  parent  agency,  The 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The 
fund  makes  first  mortgage  loans  to  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Churches  and  pays  interest 
to  investors.  There  had  been  some  indi¬ 
cation  that  a  petition  might  be  introduced 
which  would  have  required  certain  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  agencies,  particularly  the 
Board  of  Pensions,  to  invest  in  the  fund, 
but  such  a  petition  was  not  put  forward. 

The  General  Conference  legislative 
committee  which  received  the  permis¬ 
sive  petition  voted  36-26  not  to  concur 
with  it.  The  majority  contended  that 
nothing  in  the  current  “Discipline"  pre¬ 
vents  such  investments. 

Korean-American  growth 
challenge  responded  to 

BALTIMORE  —  The  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference  has  called  for  concerted  efforts 
to  meet  challenges  posed  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation  by  the  rapidly  growing  Korean- 
American  population.  There  are  180  Ko¬ 
rean-American  United  Methodist  Church 
congregations. 

A  petition  received  by  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  from  Korean-American  United 
Methodist  Churches  recommended  that  a 
Korean-language  missionary  conference 
in  the  U.S.  be  established. 

Delegates  defeated  that  proposal  and 
instead,  approved  a  recommendation 
that  the  National  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  develop  "ap¬ 
propriate  missional  structures"  to 
strengthen  Korean-language  ministries 
and  new  church  development,  including 
the  possibility  of  a  missionary  confer¬ 
ence.  The  board  is  to  make  a  progress 
report  on  the  Korean-American  UMC 
church  development  project  to  the  1988 
General  Conference. 

Lovely  Lane  Chapel 
campaign  extended 

BALTIMORE  —  A  campaign  to  raise 
an  unspecified  amount  of  money  to  ren¬ 


ovate  historic  Lovely  Lane  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  here  was  extended  through 
1986  by  actions  at  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

Costs  of  renovating  this  city’s  land¬ 
mark  church  have  been  estimated  at  $9 
million.  The  General  Conference  also  ap¬ 
proved  a  one-time  special  offering  for  the 
building’s  renovation,  to  be  collected 
throughout  the  denomination  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve,  1984,  the  bicentennial  anni¬ 
versary  date  of  the  founding  of  American 
Methodism  at  Lovely  Lane  Chapel  in 
1784. 

UM  University  Senate 
gains  4  new  members 

BALTIMORE  —  Two  ministers  and 
two  laypersons  were  elected  during  the 
1984  General  Conference  to  four-year 
terms  on  the  University  Senate,  the  pro¬ 
fessional  agency  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  and  its  educational  institu¬ 
tions. 

The  21-member  University  Senate  re¬ 
views  the  church’s  educational  institu¬ 
tions  —  their  programs,  management 
and  relationships  with  the  denomination. 

Elected  were  the  Rev.  Neal  Fisher, 
president  of  Garrett-Evangelical  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  Evanston.  Ill.;  Ethel 
Johnson,  professor  at  the  Methodist 
Theological  Seminary  in  Ohio,  Delaware, 
Ohio;  and  the  Rev.  Grant  Shockley,  pro¬ 
fessor  at  Duke  Divinity  School,  Durham, 
N.C.  Re-elected  was  Dr.  Thomas  R.  Kim, 
president  of  McMurry  College,  Abilene, 
Texas. 

Delegates  send 
greetings  to  former  bishop 

BALTIMORE  -  Delegates  to  the  1984 
General  Conference  approved  a  resolu¬ 
tion  to  send  greetings  to  former  Bishop 
James  Armstrong. 

The  Rev.  Virgil  Bjork,  a  delegate  from 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  (the  former  bishop’s 
area),  said,  “With  profound  gratitude  for 
his  prophetic  voice,  with  continuing  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  creative  leadership  he 
gave  us  and  the  church  universal,  and 
with  love  that  transcends  events  and  dis¬ 
tance,  we  of  the  Indiana  Area  respectful¬ 
ly  request  that  this  General  Conference 
send  greetings  to  James  Armstrong  and 
to  his  family,  assuring  them  of  our  pray¬ 
ers  that  healing  may  be  experienced." 

Women’s,  ethnic  history 
project  granted  funds 

BALTIMORE  —  A  United  Methodist 
Women’s  and  ethnic  history  project 
which  has  been  threatened  by  lack  of 
funds  got  a  new  lease  on  life  during  the 
1984  General  Conference. 

Delegates  approved  an  annual  budget 
of  $65,000  for  the  project.  The  work  will 
continue  to  be  overseen  by  the  General 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History  at 
its  headquarters  in  Madison,  N.  J. 

Work  to  date  on  the  two-part  history 
project  has  been  financed  by  special  allo¬ 
cations  from  the  World  Service  Contin¬ 
gency  Fund  as  voted  by  the  General 


Council  on  Ministries.  That  funding  was 
scheduled  to  expire  at  the  end  of  1984. 

Wheatleys  receive 
MFSA  award 

BALTIMORE  —  Bishop  Melvin  E. 
Wheatley  Jr.,  leader  of  the  Denver  Area, 
and  his  wife,  Lucille,  received  the  Ball 
Award  for  Social  Witness  from  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Federation  for  Social  Action,  a  “lib¬ 
eral"  caucus  within  the  UMC. 

Bishop  Wheatley  has  been  the  target  of 
continuing  controversy  after  he  appoint¬ 
ed  a  self-avowed  homosexual  to  the  staff 
of  a  local  church  in  Denver. 

The  bishop  was  hailed  as  a  “prophet  of 
courage  and  hope  in  an  uncertain  time 
who  is  respected  and  loved  by  many  peo¬ 
ple.” 

Special  recognition  was  given  to  the  Rev. 
John  Moore,  a  UMC  pastor  in  Greens¬ 


boro,  N.C.,  and  sponsor  of  the  May  5 
demonstration  protesting  the  killing  of 
five  persons  in  that  city  five  years  ago. 

New  rules  adopted 
on  General  Conference 

BALTIMORE  —  Acting  on  recommen¬ 
dations  from  a  task  force  to  study  the 
General  Conference,  the  body  refused  to 
require  that  all  petitions  must  be  ap¬ 
proved  by  a  local  church,  district,  annual 
conference  or  jurisdictional  conference 
and  sent  in  10  months  before  General 
Conference. 

It  agreed  that  all  petitions  from  annual 
or  jurisdictional  conferences  would  be 
printed  in  their  entirety  in  the  Advance 
Daily  Advocate;  and  it  refused  to  create 
a  committee  on  legislation  in  advance  of 
General  Conference  to  sort  out  petitions 
and  recommend  acceptance  or  rejection. 
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"IN  LATIN  AMERICA  A  VOICE  CRIES  OUT 
THAT  WE  NEED  TO  HEAR." 

-Henri  I.M.  Nouwen 
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Henri  Nouwen 's  most  important  book  since  Genesee 
Diary:  an  illuminating,  moving  account  of  his  recent 
sojourn  in  Bolivia  and  Peru.  In  [Gracias!,  a  compelling 
look  at  a  poor,  volatile,  yet  spiritually  rich  world,  Nouwen 
explores  themes  of  faith,  justice  and  gratitude  to  uncover 
honest  hope  for  our  troubled  times. 

"I  read  Henri  Nouwen's  spiritual  journal  enthralled, 
virtually  at  one  sitting."  —Robert  McAfee  Brown 
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Camp  meeting  raises  funds  for  birthplace 


METAIRIE,  La.  —  The  booming 
sounds  of  the  brass  band  greeted  the 
scores  of  people  crossing  the  bridge  into 
the  picnic  grounds  of  LaFreniere  Park 
here  recently.  They  were  all  headed 
toward  an  old-time  Methodist  Camp 
Meeting  sponsored  by  Munholland  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  as  part  of  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial  celebration. 

Many  were  dressed  in  period  cos¬ 
tumes.  The  women  wore  long  dresses 
and  “Bicentennial  Bonnets’’  made  and 
sold  by  the  church’s  United  Methodist 
Women.  Men  dressed  in  jeans,  shirts  and 
colorful  suspenders.  Old-fashioned 


church  fans  were  given  out  as  members 
from  several  area  churches  prepared  to 
enjoy  the  festival  on  a  bright,  sunny  day. 

The  Rev.  Tom  Logan,  associate  pastor 
of  Munholland,  was  master  of  cere¬ 
monies.  He  welcomed  the  various  choirs, 
including  a  “Gospel  Group”  led  by  Mike 
Morgan,  who  had  written  a  special  “Her¬ 
itage  Hymn”  for  Methodism’s  anni¬ 
versary.  A  violin  ensemble  composed  of 
children  and  adults  played  in  between 
congregational  singing  led  by  a  former 
pastor,  The  Rev.  George  Christiansen. 
Finally,  testimonials  were  given  by  var¬ 
ious  members  describing  their  relation¬ 


ship  to  church  and  to  Jesus  Christ. 

The  highlight  of  the  three-hour  service 
was  an  appearance  by  the  renowned 
early  twentieth  century  evangelist,  Sam 
P.  Jones  (alias  The  Rev.  Joe  McClain, 
senior  minister).  Mr.  McClain  held  the 
audience  spellbound  with  a  sermon  orig¬ 
inally  preached  by  Sam  Jones 

The  celebration  also  included  picnic  on 
the  grounds,  with  a  supper  provided  by 
the  youth.  Money  from  ticket  sales,  the 
lemonade  stand,  and  the  Bicentennial 
bonnets  will  go  to  support  the  restoration 
of  Lovely  Lane,  historic  mother  church 
of  Methodism  in  Baltimore. 


Dear  Deborah 

Can  I  help  a  friend  find  Jesus? 
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Japan  pastor  fights 
government  penalties 
on  Sunday  education 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  In  Japan,  many 
school  functions  such  as  sports  day  and 
days  for  parents  to  come  and  observe  the 
school  are  held  on  Sundays  to  encourage 
parental  participation.  This  is  a  report 
from  Ecumenical  Press  Service,  a  part 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  on  ef¬ 
forts  by  Paster  Masahiko  Sawa  by  way  of 
a  lawsuit  to  repeal  the  non-attendance 
record  for  Sunday  activities  in  Japanese 
schools.  The  report  is  adapted  from  the 
independent  Japanese  Christian  news¬ 
paper,  "Christ  Weekly.” 

“Once  a  week,  just  for  one-and-a-half 
hours  of  Sunday  School,  that  time  is  so 
precious." 

Many  Japanese  Christians  are  becom¬ 
ing  aware  of  the  problem  of  how  to  face 
this  fundamental  part  of  Christian  life 
when  it  coincides  with  school  activities 
on  Sundays. 

A  year-and-a-half  ago,  Pastor  Sawa  of 
the  United  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan 
(Kyodan)  took  his  local  authorities  and 
public  school  principal  to  court  on  the 
basis  that  his  children  should  not  be 
counted  as  absent  from  school  for 
Sunday  activities.  This  lawsuit  that 
points  to  constitutionally-guaranteed 
religious  freedom  is  entering  the  stage  of 
hearing  the  arguments  of  both  sides. 

Pastor  Sawa  claims  that  school 
functions  on  Sundays,  which  coincide 
with  Sunday  school  or  church  worship, 
deprive  individuals  of  religious  educa¬ 
tion  and  therefore  attendance  at  schools 
should  be  on  a  voluntary  basis  only 
without  a  recording  of  attendance. 

After  two  years  of  fruitlessly  pressing 
the  local  public  school  on  this  matter. 
Pastor  Sawa  took  the  matter  to  court.  He 
argues  that  a  public  school  holding 
Sunday  activities  violates  the  freedom  of 
religion,  but  if  such  activities  are  a 
necessary  part  of  comprehensive  educa¬ 
tion,  then  at  least  some  kind  of  supple¬ 
mentary  classes  should  be  provided  for 


those  who  choose  not  to  attend  these 
Sunday  activities. 

School  and  local  authorities  counteract 
this  claim  by  saying  that  it  is  up  to  the 
school  principal  to  determine  the  aca¬ 
demic  calendar  and  since  such  activities 
as  parents’  day  are  considered  as  the 
most  effective  means  of  including 
parents,  they  are  made  part  of  the  school 
curriculum  and  attendance  is  taken  as 
usual,  including  noting  any  absences. 

While  Pastor  Sawa  points  out  constitu¬ 
tional  clauses  guaranteeing  the  special 
position  of  religious  education,  he  claims 
that  it  is  unconstitutional  for  the  prin¬ 
cipal  of  a  school  to  force  attendance  at 
Sunday  activities  and  to  forego  respon¬ 
sibility  in  organizing  supplementary 
lessons  for  those  who  are  absent  on  the 
given  Sunday. 

Many  Christians  and  non-Christians 
alike  have  supported  Pastor  Sawa’s 
lawsuit,  but  some  Christians  have 
expressed  reservations  about  his  argu¬ 
ments.  One  critic  points  out  that  the 
practice  of  a  Sunday  reserved  for 
worship  and  rest  was  first  instituted  by 
the  Christian  Roman  emperors  as  a 
means  of  strengthening  their  power  base 
and  encouraging  a  unified  empire.  To  use 
the  argument  that  Sundays  are  reserved 
for  worship  is  to  impress  the  idea  of  state 
and  Christian  imperialism,  claims  this 
one  pastor,  who  also  adds  that  insistence 
on  official  recognition  of  religious 
worship  could  lead  to  Christian  approval 
of  State  Shintoism  (the  traditional 
Japanese  religion  which  some  people 
advocate  reinstituting  as  the  state 
religion). 

Another  critic,  a  Christian  school 
teacher,  says  that  such  claim  to  a  special 
use  of  Sundays  must  be  met  with  a 
flexible  response  in  order  to  protect  the 
position  of  the  Christian  faith  in  Japan¬ 
ese  society,  where  Christians  are 
counted  as  less  than  one  percent  of  the 
Japanese  population. 


Paraguayans  in  unrest 
on  church-state  tension 


Dear  Deborah : 

Besides  daily  prayer  and  supplication, 

I  am  desperately  trying  to  help  a  friend 
who  needs  to  know  Jesus. 

The  person  about  whom  I  am  writing  is 
extremely  difficult  to  reach.  Because  of 
many  tragedies  in  her  life,  she  has  be¬ 
come  bitter  and  introverted. 

She  comes  back  at  me  with  such 
phrases  as  “Don’t  preach  to  me,”  “you 
are  not  listening”  and  other  putdowns. 

I  try  to  show  her  how  happy  I  am  with 
my  lot  (all  of  us  have  some  cross  to 
bear).  I  attend  church  regularly,  am  try¬ 
ing  to  grow  spiritually  and  try  to  help 
wherever  and  whenever  I  can. 

I  have  found  Jesus  and  obey  His 
commandments.  Most  important  —  I 
love  people  and  especially  love  this 
person  who  is  a  widow,  owns  her  own 
home  and  drives  a  car.  She  has  plenty  of 
money  and  worldly  possessions  but  just 
cannot  seem  to  realize  that  God  is  in  con¬ 
trol  of  her  life. 

Help!!! 

Mrs.  H.L.D.  in  Connecticut 
Dear  H.L.D. : 

This  can  indeed  be  frustrating. 
You  obviously  care  deeply  for  this 
person.  However,  she  has  given  you 
enough  signals  of  her  attitude,  and 
you  had  better  heed  them  or  you  will 
soon  lose  her  friendship.  It  is  time 


•NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  A  communi¬ 
cations  workshop,  with  courses  on  print, 
radio  and  video  production  will  be 
offered  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  June  28- 
Julyl. 

The  workshop,  sponsored  by  Com¬ 
munications  Commission  of  the  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction  and  the  Fellowship 
of  Communicators,  will  feature  five  two- 
hour  continuing  education  classes  on  the 
religious  media. 

Dr.  Worth  McDougald,  professor  of 
journalism  at  the  University  of  Georgia, 


for  you  to  maintain  silence  in  mat¬ 
ters  spiritual  and  to  let  the  example 
of  your  life  be  your  witness.  This  is 
never  easy  to  do  and  requires  a 
great  deal  of  discipline  and  pa¬ 
tience. 

The  truth  is  that  bitter  and  intro¬ 
verted  persons  have  to  come  to  the 
place  where  they  ASK  for  help.  No 
amount  of  heaping  help  upon  them 
makes  a  whit  of  difference.  In  fact, 
if  you  press  too  much,  she  might  re¬ 
sent  this  so  that  she  will  become 
more  withdrawn  and  cynical.  Let  go 
your  need  to  convert  her  to  your  way 
of  thinking  and  living.  Pray  for  her 
daily  but  pray  that  God’s  will  be 
done  in  her  life  —  not  your  will. 

Many  of  us  who  are  committed 
Christians  know  that  we  have  some¬ 
thing  more  precious  than  life  itself 
and  we  are  bursting  to  share  it  with 
others  who  obviously  need  it.  What 
we  must  learn  is  that  each  individ¬ 
ual  receives  salvation  in  his  or  her 
own  way  and  on  his  or  her  own 
terms.  My  best  to  you  in  this  re¬ 
lationship  —  we  will  both  keep  her  in 
our  prayers. 

Dear  Deborah: 

I  presume  “Deborah”  is  not  a  real  per- 


will  teach  a  course  in  telecommuni¬ 
cations. 

Keynote  speaker  will  be  the  Rev. 
Robert  L.  Robertson,  of  Dallas,  chair¬ 
person  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Communications. 

The  Rev.  Carol  Matteson  Cox,  Bronx, 
N.Y.,  also  will  speak  to  the  workshop 
participants.  A  graduate  of  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  Ms.  Cox  was  the 
first  clergywoman  ever  to  preach  an 
entire  series  on  the  Protestant  Hour.  Her 
sermons  will  be  broadcast  inter¬ 
nationally  beginning  July  15. 


son  but  a  nom  de  plume  of  a  staff 
member.  Nothing  wrong  with  this,  of 
course,  and  the  authenticity  and  validity 
of  the  replies  are  unaffected  by  this 
journalistic  device. 

Mark  S.W.  in  Tennessee 

Dear  Mark: 

Deborah  always  enjoys  a  bouquet 
—  thank  you  for  your  kind  words.  I 
assure  you  I  am  a  real  person  —  but 
one  using  a  nom  de  plume,  yes.  I  am 
not  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the 
Reporter  but  am  an  independent 
writer  with  my  own  views. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debor¬ 
ah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write: 
"Dear  Deborah,”  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Tex.  75222 


Poem  of  the  week 


Montage 

By  REV.  DEBORAH  DRASH  CARROLL 

Like  a  cocoon  opening  to 
life, 

I  wake  to  the  Creator’s  early-morning 
fertile  beauty, 
knowing  each  new 
day 

ushers  in  discoveries  of 
myself : 

I  see  my  past  and 
present 

before  me  in  meaningful 
continuity 

and  look  with  realistic 
hope 

toward  my 
future. 

I  breathe  dawn’s  frosty 
coolness  — 
its  chill  reminds 
me 

that  feelings  are 
good  .  .  . 

I  celebrate  being 
alive! 


Intimacy 
hints  given 

By  ANNETTE  LEFEVRE  REITINGER 
James  E.  Kilgore,  “The  Intimate 
Man,"  Abingdon  Press,  Nashville,  1984. 
144  pp.  and  Calvin  Miller,  “If  This  Be 
Love,”  Harper  and  Row,  San  Francisco, 
132  pp. 

Can  intimacy  be  learned  from  a  book? 
Probably  not.  However,  The  Intimate 
Man  offers  some  good  pointers. 

Intimacy,  as  Kilgore  defines  it,  is  “the 
condition  from  which  love,  relationships 
of  deep  value,  sexual  expression  and 
faith  emerge.  It  is  the  soil  of  living.” 

Who  is  “the  intimate  man”?  He  is  the 
man  who  has  overcome  the  fear  that 
“someone  will  know  him  as  he  really  is.” 
He  knows  himself  and  is  not  afraid  to  be 
known  by  others.  His  self-acceptance  is 
rooted  in  his  relationship  to  God,  the 
Father  and  the  author  of  intimacy. 

Drawing  from  popular  psychology  as 
well  as  theology,  Kilgore  delineates 
“Five  Steps  to  Personal  Intimacy”  and 
shows  how  they  can  be  practiced  through 
a  variety  of  case  studies  drawn  from  his 
personal  experience  as  a  marriage  and 
family  counselor. 

Kilgore  discusses  the  development  of 
intimacy  through  most  of  life’s  stages: 
the  relationship  of  a  child  to  his  mother,  a 
young  man  becoming  an  adult  and  choos¬ 
ing  a  wife,  developing  intimacy  within  a 
marriage,  dealing  with  “the  career  mid¬ 
life  crisis”  and,  finally,  coping  with 
aging.  The  discussions  of  each  stage  are 
inevitably  sketchy  and  superficial.  This 
would  have  been  a  better  book  if  the 
author  had  concentrated  on  only  one  or 
two  stages  instead  of  skimming  the  sur¬ 
face  of  each  of  them. 

Calvin  Miller,  a  minister  and  writer 
best  known  for  his  Trilogy  “The  Singer," 
is  a  good  example  of  “the  intimate  man” 
Kilgore  describes.  In  his  latest  book,  “If 
This  Be  Love,”  Miller  traces  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  intimacy  in  his  own  life  and  mar¬ 
riage  and  discusses  many  of  the  same 
stages  addressed  by  Kilgore.  His  experi¬ 
ence  of  courtship  described  in  these 
lines  from  a  poem  confirm  Kilgore’s 
view  that  fear  and  doubt  often  become 
obstacles  to  intimacy:  “What  was  the 
chemistry  I  must  have  missed?  /  How 
could  I  doubt  what  you  found  so  secure?  ” 
Miller  covers  so  much  ground  in  this 
slim  volume  that  his  prose  style  seems 
glib  in  places,  and  he  withholds  some  de¬ 
tails  the  reader  wants  to  know.  However, 
his  candor  and  attitude  of  celebration  in 
this  love  letter  addressed  to  his  wife  are 
refreshing.  I  appreciated  the  sonnets 
which  preceded  each  chapter  and  encap¬ 
sulated  Miller’s  philosophy.  His  major 
theme  is  succinctly  summed  up  in  these 
two  lines:  “Old  promises  must  pledge 
themselves  each  day  /  Or,  unrenewed, 
pass  quietly  away.”  I  think  Kilgore 
would  agree. 

Ms.  Reitinger  is  assistant  to  the  editor 
and  general  manager  of  the  Reporter. 

History  of  Hymns 

Irish  poet 
saw  needs 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  head  that  once  was  crowned 
with  thorns 

Is  crowned  with  glory  now; 

A  royal  diadem  adorns 
The  mighty  Victor's  brow. 

The  contrast  between  the  shame  and 
suffering  experienced  by  Christ  during 
his  life  on  earth  and  his  ultimate  victory 
and  eternal  glory  is  reflected  in  the  lines 
of  this  hymn. 

The  interweaving  of  New  Testament 
writings  about  Christ  makes  the  hymn  a 
magnificent  expression  for  believers  in 
affirming  their  faith  and  praising  Jesus 
Christ  the  Savior. 

Thomas  Kelly,  the  author  of  the  hymn, 
was  familiar  with  the  classical  and 
Oriental  languages.  He  studied  the  Bible 
daily  in  the  original  languages  —  Hebrew 
and  Greek.  From  his  daily  devotions  and 
his  study  of  Scripture  came  hymns  that 
reflected  strong  biblical  truth. 

The  son  of  an  Irish  judge,  Kelly  was 
educated  at  Trinity  College,  Dublin.  He 
first  intended  to  follow  his  father  into  the 
legal  profession,  but  his  deep  spiritual 
conviction  changed  his  mind.  He  was 
ordained  in  the  Church  of  Ireland  in  1792. 

At  that  time  the  spiritual  tides  of  the 
Irish  Church  were  at  a  low  level.  Kelly’s 
evangelical  enthusiasm  was  looked  upon 
with  disdain  by  his  fellow  clergymen. 
The  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  in  an  effort  to 
stifle  him,  forbade  any  churches  in  the 
diocese  to  allow  Kelly  to  preach  in  their 
pulpits.  By  1800  Kelly  left  the  Irish 
church  and  became  an  independent 
minister. 

Fortunately,  he  was  a  man  of  consider¬ 
able  means  and  he  married  a  woman 
from  a  wealthy  family.  With  his  own 
money  he  built  a  number  of  chapels  in 
Ireland,  which  he  generously  supported. 
For  these  chapels  he  published  a  number 
of  hymn  collections,  the  first  in  1802  and 
the  last  in  1853,  two  years  before  his 
death. 

Of  his  765  hymns,  only  a  few  remain  in 
common  usage  in  England  and  America. 
His  other  most  frequently  sung  hymn  is 
“Look,  Ye  Saints!  the  Sight  Is  Glorious." 

Services  are  still  held  in  one  of  Kelly’s 
chapels  in  Ireland,  and  his  hymns  that 
survive  after  more  than  a  century  are 
reminders  of  this  Irish  preacher  who 
lived  his  faith  magnificently. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“ Spirit  of  God.  Descend  Upon  My  Heart  ” 


ASUNCION  (EPS)  —  The  ever-present 
tensions  between  church  and  state  in 
Paraguay  have  come  to  a  head  in  recent 
months,  brought  to  public  attention  in  a 
series  of  declarations  by  the  Roman- 
Catholic  hierarchy.  Christian  based 
communities  have  been  harassed  by 
local  authorities  and  landowners. 

The  government  has  stepped  up  its 
attacks  on  members  of  the  hierarchy 
who  have  expressed  opposition  to  its 
policies;  and  the  hierarchy,  in  its  efforts 
to  mediate  between  the  government  and 
the  opposition,  has  forbidden  priests  and 
nuns  to  participate  in  political  parties. 

Church-state  relations  have  been 
especially  tense  in  Caaguazu,  a  region  in 
the  southwestern  part  of  the  country. 
Recently,  eight  peasant  communities  in 
which  the  church  has  been  involved  in 
social  development  work  were  visited  by 
22  local  authorities,  including  large 
landowners. 

During  their  recent  visit  to  the 
Christian  communities,  the  authorities 
accused  priests  and  officials  of  the 
Comite  de  Iglesias,  an  ecumenical 
agency  monitoring  the  human  rights  situ¬ 
ation  in  Paraguay,  of  being  “opponents  of 
the  government,  communists  and  subver¬ 
sives  trained  outside  the  country,”  and 
labeled  the  bishop  of  the  department, 
Claudio  Silvero,  a  “communist  sympa¬ 
thizer.” 

The  authorities  ordered  the  peasants  to 
make  a  complete  break  with  the  church, 
threatening  them  with  personal  harm  or 
property  damage  if  they  failed  to 
comply.  One  visitor  went  so  far  as  to 
assure  the  peasants  that  they  had 


government  authorization  to  summarily 
execute  members  of  the  Comite  de 
Iglesias  if  they  continued  to  operate  in 
the  region. 

Shortly  after  that  incident,  t^e 
National  Accord,  an  umbrella  organize 
tion  bringing  together  traditional  opposi¬ 
tion  parties,  requested  that  the  church 
lend  its  prestige  to  the  movement  for 
national  reconciliation,  the  return  of 
exiled  citizens  and  a  democratic  opening 
At  the  close  of  its  recent  assembly,  the 
hierarchy  offered  to  serve  as  mediator  in 
a  political  dialogue. 

President  Alfredo  Stroessner, 
however,  has  ignored  the  proposal,  and 
the  official  press  has  responded  by 
launching  a  campaign  to  discredit  the 
church,  criticizing  it  for  its  role  in  the 
defense  of  human  rights.  In  addition,  the 
minister  of  the  interior  accused  Asuncion 
Archbishop  Ismael  Rolon  of  violating  the 
national  constitution  by  failing  to  partici 
pate  in  the  sessions  of  the  Council  of 
State  of  which  he  is  a  de  facto  member. 
Since  1971,  the  archbishop  has  refused  to 
attend  the  sessions  —  a  position 
supported  by  the  rest  of  the  hierarchy  — 
“until  the  church’s  demands  to  the  gov¬ 
ernment  are  addressed.” 

These  demands  include:  the  release  of 
political  prisoners  ( some  of  whom  have 
been  held  for  more  than  20  years  without 
trial) ;  respect  for  human  rights;  an  end  to 
the  persecution  of  the  church,  especially 
of  priests  and  Christian  community 
leaders;  freedom  of  expression;  freedom 
of  and  respect  for  the  pastoral  action  of 
the  church;  and  the  return  of  exiles  and 
the  disappeared. 


Bicentennial  word  hunt 


Hidden  Words  Are  Vertical,  Horizontal,  Diagonal.  Reading  From  Right  To  Left 
And  Left  To  Right. 
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Words  to  find  in  “Hunt"  box  above: 

Bicentennial 

December 

Birthday 

Ago 

John  Wesley 

Conference 

Church 

Halo 

Lovelv  Lane 

Celebration 

Alive 

Amen 

Asbury 
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Christ 

Date 

Circuit  Rider 
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Belief 

Roots 

Preacher 
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Susanna 

Gospel 

Joy 

Pray 

Methodism 

Jubilee 

Bible 

Vital 

America 
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Hymn 
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Shreveport  Methodist  Honored 
By  Louisiana  Jaycees 

Attorney  Carl  Stewart,  Lay  Leader  at  St.  James  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  was  recently  honored  by  the  Louisiana  Jaycees,  and  also  the  Shreveport 
Jaycees,  for  his  outstanding  service.  Attorney  Stewart  was  recognized  by  the 
Shreveport  Jaycees  for  being  their  Outstanding  Young  Man  for  1983  and  he  also 
received  the  award  for  being  the  Outstanding  Young  Man  in  Louisiana  for  1983.  In  the 
picture,  Mr.  Stewart  is  shown  with  his  awards,  assisted  by  his  pastor,  Rev.  J.  A. 
Graham,  who  also  received  the  award  from  the  Shreveport  Jaycees  in  1975. 


The  Tech  Deputation  Teams,  top  photo,  which  served  the  Sarepta  and  Springhill 
United  Methodist  Churches  are  shown  above  (left  to  right):  Frederick  Payne,  Heidi 
Slaughter.  Laurie  YVilkerson,  Lynn  Sanders  and  Lisa  Wilkerson.  The  leaders  for  the 
Mid-Winter  Retreat  are  shown  on  the  bottom  photo  (left  to  right) :  Rev.  Ron  Crandall; 
Shelby  Cobb  and  Stanley  Dupuy,  co-chairpersons;  and  Rev.  Bill  Stokes. 

Wesley  Foundation  Active 
At  Louisiana  Tech 


The  theme  this  year  for  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Louisiana  Tech 
University,  Ruston,  is  "Preparation.”  As 
students  speak  at  worship  services  they 
share  their  faith  in  Christ,  helping  one 
another  to  grow  in  their  own  spiritual 
pilgrimage. 

The  weekly  schedule  consists  of 
Sunday  and  Wednesday  vespers; 
Tuesday  luncheon  program;  Thursday 
Mid-Day  Devotional;  study  groups  — 
Workbook  of  Living  Prayer  and 
Workbook  of  Intercessory  Prayer  by 
Maxie  Dunnam;  and  campus  intramural 
sports. 

On  deputation  teams,  students  have  an 
opportunity  to  share  their  faith  with 
members  of  district  churches,  giving 
them  an  insight  to  the  Christian  witness 
made  by  students  on  the  university 
campus.  From  September  through  May 
students  have  conducted  55  worship 
services  in  district  churches. 


Reverend  Ron  Crandall,  Professor  of 
Evangelism,  Asbury  Seminary, 
Wilmore,  Kentucky,  was  the  Bible 
lecturer  for  the  Mid-Winter  Retreat  at 
the  Caney  Conference  Centre,  Minden, 
February  3-4.  His  theme  was  "Works  to 
Walk  By  —  Faith,  Salvation, 


Righteousness,  and  Everlasting  Life.” 
There  were  83  who  attended  this  retreat. 
Rev.  Bill  Stokes  is  the  Campus  Minister 
at  Tech. 


Whetstone  Leads  ‘Promise’ 


Weekend  at  Gueydan  IIM 

Dr.  Ross  Whetstone,  of  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  was  the  leader  for  the 
Gueydan  Church’s  "Praise”  weekend. 
The  theme  for  the  event  was  "The 
Church  on  Fire  for  the  Lord.”  In  the 
above  picture  Pastor  Joe  Rountree  is 
shown,  on  the  left,  with  Dr.  Whetstone. 


Miracles  To  Highlight 
Methodist  Men  ’ s  Retreat 


The  Miracles  of  Baddour  Memorial 
Center  (above)  will  provide  a  musical 
program  for  the  Methodist  Men’s 
Retreat  at  Centenary  College  on 
Saturday  evening,  June  23.  Members  of 
this  singing  group  are  residents  of 
Baddour  Memorial  Center,  located  in 
Senatobia,  Mississippi.  The  mission  of 
the  Center  is  to  provide  a  model 
residential  community  setting  for  mildly 
and  moderately  retarded  adults  in  an 
environment  that  is  designed  to  promote 
maximum  growth  mentally,  physically, 
spiritually,  emotionally,  and  voca¬ 
tionally;  2)  to  provide  a  program  of 

The 

Pastor's 
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Beyond 

Tragedy 

By  REV.  CAROLYN  BRANNON 
Associate  Pastor 

Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

Several  weeks  ago  I  attended  a 
workshop  on  Central  America.  One  of 
the  speakers.  Dr.  Phil  Wheaton,  told 
of  how  he  was  walking  down  the 
streets  of  Central  America  with  a  friend 
when  a  man  came  toward  them.  As  the 
man  approached,  his  face  became 
distorted  with  fear  and  great  confusion. 
Dr.  Wheaton’s  friend  said,  "Come  here, 
we  must  talk.”  The  man  hestitated  but 
was  eventually  persuaded  to  talk.  Dr. 
Wheaton  said  his  friend  had  witnessed 
this  man  torture  and  murder  his  wife  and 
left  the  friend  himself  for  dead.  Yet  here 
they  were  at  the  insistence  of  thQ 
tortured  one  talking,  trying  to  find 
solutions  to  their  country’s  problems.  Dr. 
Wheaton  called  this  attitude  "living 
beyond  tragedy.” 

Living  beyond  tragedy  is  living  in  all 
the  full  demands  of  God’s  claim  on  our 
lives.  It  comes  most  frequently  when  4 
person  has  lost  all  there  is  to  lose.  As  in 
the  above  example,  the  Central 
American  had  gone  so  far  beyond  his  own 
loss  that  he  was  enabled  to  reach  out  to 
his  own  wife’s  murderer  to  break 
through  the  seemingly  all  powerful  force 
of  evil  which  gripped  not  only  his  family 
but  his  nation,  that  solutions  may  be 
found  to  his  country’s  shatteredness. 

To  live  beyond  tragedy  is  to  live  as  if 
the  kingdom  is  already  here.  Such 
courage  is  impossible  for  us.  But  all 
things  are  possible  for  Christ  who  would 
enable  us,  use  us,  give  us  life  with 
quality.  I  would  urge  each  of  us  to 
consider  what  we  would  do  if  there  was 
nothing  more  to  “lose!”  Could  we,  would 
we,  dare  to  abandon  ourselves  to  a  higher 
cause?  Would  we,  could  we,  then  find  the 
strength  to  find  channels  for  the 
kingdom ’s  coming? 

Do  we  have  to  wait  until  we  "no  longer 
have  anything  to  lose”  or  "no  loved  ona!’ 
with  whom  to  share  life? 

No!  How  tragic  that  the  quality  of  out¬ 
lives  is  shallow  until  we  indeed  are 
confronted  by  personal  and/or  national 
tragedy.  How  quickly  we  weave  a  cocoon 


outreach  ministry  through  churches  to 
handicapped  persons  and  their  families ; 
and,  3)  to  provide  an  example  that  will 
influence  people  to  give  of  their  time, 
talents,  and  money  to  do  good  for  others. 
Having  been  in  operation  since 
December  1978,  the  Center  is  presently 
serving  99  full-time  residents  and  13  day 
clients.  The  facility  is  a  non-profit 
corporation  and  an  agency  of  the  North 
Mississippi  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

United  Methodist  Men  may  register  for 
the  event  by  contacting  A1  A.  Hickerson, 
635  Mary  Jane,  Haughton,  LA  71037. 


around  ourselves  to  inhibit  us  from  living 
as  if  the  kingdom  were  already  here. 

God’s  kingdom  is  visible  when  we,  too, 
look  for  real  solutions  to  real  problems.  It 
is  up  to  us  to  be  informed  about  our  own 
political  and  social  arenas.  It  is  up  to  us 
to  urge  our  representatives  and  senators 
to  seek  Christian  solutions  to  real 
problems  of  social  distress.  It  is  up  to  us 
to  elect  persons  of  Christian  values.  It  is 
up  to  us  to  urge  our  representatives  and 
senators  to  seek  Christian  solutions  to 
real  problems  of  social  distress.  It  is  up 
to  us  to  elect  persons  of  Christian  values. 
It  is  up  to  us  to  work  through  groups  for 
social  reform, 

Where  are  you  called  to  build  the 
kingdom?  We  can’t  all  be  in  all  places, 
informed  about  all  things.  But  we  can 
and  must  find  our  own  areas  of  God’s 
calling.  For  some  it  may  be  through  such 
organizations  as  United  Methodistm, 
United  Methodist  Women,  MADD, 
League  of  Women  Voters,  Scouting, 
Junior  League,  SANE,  etc.  For  others  it 
may  be  personal  education  and  letters  to 
legislators.  But  Living  Beyond  Tragedy 
is  not  only  a  “social”  way,  it  is  also  a 
personal  way  of  living.  Remember  Dr. 
Wheaton’s  story?  The  Christian  in  that 
real  life  victory  had  suffered  the  greatest 
personal  tragedy  imaginable.  The 
sufferer  did  not  embrace  some  unknown 
social  system  of  an  enemy.  There  was  a 
real  flesh  and  blood  person  being  called 
into  redemption.  So  it  is  with  us.  There 
are  those  in  our  lives  whom  we  are  called 
to  embrace,  to  say  “Let  us  talk.”  Only 
the  Christ  within  us  can  enable  us  to  do  it. 
And  yet,  that,  too,  is  required  —  even 
results  —  in  living  as  if  the  kingdom  were 
already  here. 

Where  does  one  get  the  courage  or  even 
the  desire  to  look  at  the  moments  of  the 
day  and  consider  the  energies  of  the  time 
and  say,  "I  will  prioritize  my  actions,  my 
money,  my  emotions,  my  prayers  that  I 
will  live  this  day  as  if  the  kingdom  has 
already  come?”  The  courage  comes 
when  one  hears  that  God  has  seen  the 
brokenness  of  human  life,  has  picked  it 
up  and  kissed  it.  One  experiences  that 
kiss  in  the  healing  of  the  brokenness  of 
one’s  own  shatteredness.  One  becomes 
that  kiss  for  others. 


Methodist  Men’s  Retreat 

Centenary  College,  Shreveport 
June  22-24 


International 
Lesson  Series 

The  People ’s  Choice 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Pastor 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

I  Samuel  12:14-25 

Today  there  are  all  sorts  of 
governments  in  the  world.  There  are 
dictatorships,  communistic  forms, 
socialistic  styles,  various  degrees  of 
democracy.  Usually  there  are  a  few 
oligarchies  somewhere.  But  there  are  no 
governments  such  as  Israel  had  in  her 
days.  Israel,  in  her  earliest  days,  was  a 
theocracy.  The  people,  having  been 
delivered  out  of  bondage  in  Egypt  and 
sustained  in  the  Sinai  desert  by  God, 
wanted  God  to  rule  them.  And, 
technically,  God  did  rule  the  people 
through  priests,  judges  and  prophets. 
Some  of  these  persons  who  spoke  and 
interpreted  for  God  were  Moses,  Gideon, 
Jephthah,  Samuel  and  others.  Our 
scripture  lesson  for  today  as  we  begin 
this  new  series  on  “The  Rise  and  Fall  of  a 
Nation”  (the  first  unit  of  this  being 
"Establishment  of  the  Monarchy”)  deals 
with  Samuel  and  his  problem  in 
accepting  the  people’s  demands  for  a 
king  instead  of  their  prophetic  theocracy. 
The  people  had  looked  around  and  seen 
that  the  powers  of  the  world  seemed  to  be 
monarchies.  So,  why  shouldn’t  they  have 
a  king  who  would  lead  them  to 
international  prominence  or  at  least  to 
internal  security. 

Samuel  did  not  believe  in  the 
monarchy.  He  protested  the  people’s 
demands,  giving  as  his  argument  the 
saving  history  of  the  people  wherein  God 
had  delivered  them  time  and  time  again. 
In  spite  of  his  arguments,  the  people  still 
insisted.  In  effect,  they  said,  “The 
theocracy  is  old  fashioned.  It  doesn’t 
work  anymore.  We  need  what  everyone 
else  has  —  a  monarchy!  ” 

Samuel  probably  didn’t  know  any 
worthy  king-like  person  anyway.  His  own 
two  sons  had  disgraced  the  family  by 
taking  bribes  and  perverting  justice. 
There  was  just  no  one  in  the  land  who,  in 
Samuel’s  eyes,  was  worthy  to  be  king.  So, 
Samuel  stood  firm  against  the 
monarchy.  But,  strangely  enough,  God 
intervened  and  directed  Samuel  (who 
was  spiritual  leader  of  the  people)  to 
choose  a  king  for  Israel.  Samuel  was 
directed  by  God  to  choose  a  young  man 
named  Saul  to  be  the  first  king  of  Israel. 
The  results  were  varied  —  some  good. 


some  bad.  But  the  dye  was  cast.  Israel 
now  had  a  king. 

Chapter  12  of  I  Samuel  is  Samuel’s 
farewell  address  to  his  people.  He  has 
judged  and  ruled  them  for  many  years 
and  now  he  must  turn  them  over  to  a  new 
man  who  would  rule  from  a  different 
position  and  stance.  So,  Samuel  gives 
some  strong  advice,  warning  about 
sinfulness  and  giving  assurance  of  God’s 
mercy.  He  also  told  his  people  that  he 
would  continue  to  be  concerned  about 
their  welfare. 

Our  scripture  gives  us  some  rather 
startling  warnings.  If  the  people  fear  the 
Lord  (i.e.,  serve  Him  obediently),  all  will 
go  well.  But,  if  they  are  disobedient, 
disaster  will  befall  them,  disaster  in  the 
form  of  judgment  and  destruction.  To 
prove  his  point,  Samuel  calls  upon  God  to 
produce  rain  in  harvest  time,  an  event 
which  almost  never  happened.  The  rains 
came  suddenly  and  torrentially.  The 
people  were  convinced  and  asked  for 
mercy,  acknowledging  that  their 
petitioning  for  a  king  instead  of  retaining 
their  theocracy  was  a  sin. 

Samuel  told  the  people  that  God  would 
not  destroy  them  and  that  he  (Samuel) 
would  continue  to  pray  for  them  (Samuel 
said  that  for  him  not  to  pray  for  the 
people  would  be  a  sin).  He  further  said 
that  they  would  be  given  a  king. 
However,  if  they  continued  to  sin,  both 
they  and  their  king  would  be  “swept 
away.” 

The  focus  of  this  lesson  is  that  the  form 
of  government  is  not  the  most  important 
point.  The  most  important  point  is  the 
morality  of  the  government,  whatever 
form  it  takes.  Whether  the  nation  is  ruled 
by  prophet,  priest  or  king,  it  must  be 
moral.  The  founders  of  the  United  States 
recognized  this  truth.  Benjamin  Franklin 
said,  "The  longer  I  live,  the  more 
convincing  proofs  I  see  of  this  truth  — 
that  God  governs  the  affairs  of  men  .  .  . 
We  have  been  assured  .  .  .  that  except  the 
Lord  build  the  house,  they  labor  in  vain 
that  built  it.” 

When  we  humans  begin  to  think  that 
our  military  strength,  our  superior 
intellect,  our  ability  to  establish  alliances 
(or  our  tendency  to  financially  and 
militarily  support  the  status  quo  —  even 
if  that  status  quo  represents  evil)  will 
save  us  from  destruction,  we  need  to  be 
grateful  for  the  blessings  God  gives  us 
and  serve  him  truthfully,  sincerely  from 
a  thankful  heart.  For  only  in  God  is 
salvation  to  be  found. 


Quitman  Church 


Dedicated  April  15 

The  dedication  service  of  the  Quitman  UM  Church  was  held  April  15.  Rev.  Donald 
Hall,  Ruston  District  Superintendent,  presided  at  the  dedication.  Robert  Humble,  Lay 
Leader,  presented  all  pastors  and  district  superintendents,  present  and  past,  a 
commemorative  plate.  The  symbolic  burning  of  the  mortgage  included  Gail  Brumley, 
Cecil  Waldrip  and  La  Verne  Nalley.  Rev.  Gordon  Smith  is  the  pastor. 

The  top  photo  shows  the  debt-free  building;  the  bottom  photo  includes  the  Quitman 
Choir,  Rev.  Gordon  Smith,  pastor,  and  Rev.  Donald  Hall.  Insets  are:  left  —  Robert 
Humble;  center  —  Rev.  Hall;  right — Burning  of  the  mortgage. 
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ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

^  t  Superintendent . William  F.  Mayo  5 

5  _»  dria: 

-<  eu  . Tracy  R.  Arnold  5 

^  rst,  Associate . Kent  A.  Kilbourne  3 

o  rst.  Associate . Larry  Donald  Norman  2 

rst,  Associate . Fred  Flurry  R  7 

rst,  Min.  of  Education  . Carl  K.  Bray  1 

Horseshoe  Drive . John  M.  Lee  5 

Newman-St.  Mark’s  . Alonzo  J.  Campbell  5 

Trinity-MacArthur  Dr . James  W.  Jones  1 

Wilton-Wesley  . Charles  L.  Washington  2 

Ball-Clear  Creek-Springhill  . T.B.S. 

Bethel . John  Sayes  R  2 

Boyce,  First-Lahey  Chapel-Sieper  . .  (Jennie  P.  Jones  SLP)  2 

Union-Macedonia . <  Herbert  Green  PTLP )  3 

Bunkie: 

David  Haas  Mem. -Evergreen-White 

Chapel . Larry  D.  Odell  3 

Wesley-Marshall-Simpson-St.  Mark's 

. (Hurvey  Sweazie,  Jr.  PTLP)  7 

Colfax-Hollins  Chapel . Leon  A.  Boggs  2 

Eden . T.B.S. 

Glenmora-Fellowship-Forest  Hill-Melder. . .  Gary  L.  Elliott  1 

Jena,  Nolley  Memorial-Belah . Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr.  3 

Jonesville  . Sherman  L.  Beird  3 

Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot -Cheneyville . John  M.  Downs  3 

Marksville-Oak  Grove-Simmesport 

. Stephen  R.  Williamson  1 

Marthaville-Beulah . Abe  M.  Conerly  R  4 

Montgomery-Mt.  Zion-Atlanta-St.  Maurice 

. C.  Jeffrey  Duke  1 

Mt.  Zion-Emman-St.  Paul,  Cam.-St.  Paul,  Ch 

. (Alex  Johnson  PTLP)  10 

Natchitoches: 

Asbury-Williams  Chapel- 

St.  Mark’s . (Dan  C.  Simon  LP)  2 

College  Avenue-Campti . T.B.S. 

First  . C.  Richard  Hoffpauir  5 

Oak  Grove . (Martin  Corie  SLP)  2 

Olla-Tullos  . (Roy  Carroll  Young  OD)  1 

Palestine-Pleasant  Grove . Steven  D.  Bearden  1 

Pineville,  First . Jimmie  D.  Pyles  1 

Pollock-Liberty  Chapel-Selma . (Lloyd  J.  Lowe  SLP)  3 

Provencal-Weaver . Jolly  B.  Harper  R  10 

Trout,  Justiss  Mem-Urania . Minns  Robertson  R  2 

Winnfield-Couley . Michael  D.  McLaurin  1 

BATON  ROUGE-HAMMOND  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Kenneth  R.  Reed  3 

Amite-Independence . Robert  L.  Burgess  4 

Baker  . John  Howard  Sewell  10 

Associate . John  H.  Sewell  R  10 

Baton  Rouge: 

Broadmoor . Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr.  6 

Broadmoor,  Associate . Lee  McKinzie  i 

Broadmoore,  Associate . John  Ed  Dilworth  3 

Francis  Asbury . James  W.  Spitzkeit  3 

Hughes  Mem.-Macedonia-Andrews  Ch. William  J.  Miller  15 

Ingleside . Fred  0.  Shirley  5 

Jefferson  . AlanD.Einsel  4 

Jordan-LeJeune  . Freddie  C.  Henderson  6 

North  Baton  Rouge  . (Michael  A.  Milton  SLP)  2 

St.  Andrew’s  . Fred  B.  Wideman  4 

St.  John . Grayson  B.  Watson  1 

St.  Luke’s . John  H.  Giles  1 

St.  Paul-Deerford  . John  C.  Coker  3 

Winborne-Istrouma . Edward  O.  Pickens  4 

Beech  Grove . (Edward  Lewis  Berry  R)  4 

Bethel-Magnolia . Tommy  R.  Bergeron,  Sr.  5 

Blackwater . R.  Larry  Stafford  1 

Blackwater,  Associate  . J.  Pennington  Morgan  1 

Carpenter’s  Chapel  . (Steven  H.  Smart  SLP)  1 

Clinton: 

Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul  . (W.  R.  Lafayette)  6 

St.  Peter-Moses  Chapel-Jackson  Chapel 

Wall  Memorial-Clear  Creek . Larry  Robertson  1 

Concord-New  Hope . T.B.S. 

Center-Darlington . (Paul  Singletary,  Sr.  PTLP)  4 

Day’s . T.B.S. 

Denham  Springs,  First . Lonnie  M.  Sibley  3 

Roberts-St.  Luke . Clarence  L.  Hillard  13 

Faithful-New  River . (Jay  V.  Daigle  LP)  9 

Friendship-Corbin  . Troy  E.  Boyd,  Jr.  2 

Hammond-Tickfaw,  First . Angus  L.  Carruth  4 

Gonzales-Meadows  Chapel  . Richard  R.  Meek  2 

Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel . Wallace  P.  Blackwood  3 

Jackson-Ethel  . Joe  A.  Hoover  2 

Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon . (Clinton  A.  Jordan  LP)  1 

Live  Oak  . Brady  B.  Forman  1 

Livingston-James  Chapel- 

Mangum  Chapel . (Lewis  M.  Morris,  Jr.,  PTLP)  3 

Loranger-Cooper’s  Chapel  ...  (Percy  Mac  Frazier  PTLP)  1 

Pine  Grove-Montpelier  . T.B.S. 

Norwood,  Asbury-Mt.  Carmel-  Wesley 

. (Joseph  E.  Moore  PTLP)  1 

St.  Francisville-Tunica . (Harold  Babin  PTLP)  13 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek . (Marshall  C.  Paine)  3 

Tangipahoa-Pine  Ridge  . Ned  Stout  R  2 

Walker  . Mark  R.  Martin  1 

Zachary,  First . John  David  Corley  1 

BATON  ROUGE-LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Moses  T.  Jackson,  Sr.  5 

Abbeville-Pecan  Island . Mark  Meier  5 

Baton  Rouge: 

Camphor  Memorial . George  W.  C.  Calvin  16 

First  . J.  Woodrow  Hearn  11 

First,  Associate . Donald  C.  Cottrill  6 

First,  Minister  of  Youth . Willis  W.  Dear  7 

First,  Minister  of  Music . Franklin  Poole  2 

First,  A  ;ociate . J.  Albert  Trickett  6 

Neely-Hart  :ell  . Donald  R.  Avery  13 

St.  Mark . Kenneth  M.  Fisher  5 

Wesley . Leonard  L.  Haynes,  Jr.  25 

William  B  teily  Memorial  University. . .  J.  P.  Woodland  5 
Wm.B.r  ;ily  Mem.  Univ., 

Associa  e . Kenneth  M.  Carroll  7 

Franklin: 

Asbury-Trinity . Major  M.  Goldman  2 

First-McGowan . Ira  M.  Robinson  5 

Grand  River  Donaldson, 

First . (Darryl  A.  Tate  LP)  2 

St.  Peter,  D’vtlle-St.  James, 

Bell  Rose . (Bernard Smith)  4 

Indian  Bayou-Kaplan . (John  W.  Guyre)  3 

St.  Paul-Briggs-Mt.  Zion . (Marshall  Wesley )  6 

St.  Peter-Godman  . John  D.  Sadler  1 

Lafayette: 

Asbury . L.  Ray  Branton  6 

Asbury,  Associate . Weldon  Bares  5 

Asbury,  Associate . Charles  R.  Langford  3 

Davidson  Memorial-Lydia, 

Co-Pastor . Allen  Wayne  Evans  6 

Co-Pastor  . Pearl  W.  Evans  2 

First . DanTohline  2 

First,  Associate  . William  V.  Sirman  R  2 

Church  of  the  Covenant  . Calvin  0.  Lapuyade  2 

Mallalieu-St.  James . Howard  L.  Milo  1 

Lottie-Rosedale-Krotz  Springs. . .  ( Charles  D.  Beach  OD )  2 


Mellville-Palmetto . (Kenneth  Chapman  OD)  12 

New  Iberia,  First  . Hugh  L.  Baker  1 

New  Roads,  First  . T.B.S. 

St.  Paul-Scott  Chapel. , .  (Fulton  A.  Raymond,  Sr.  PTLP)  2 
Opelousas: 

La.  Memorial-Port  Barre . William  M.  McCutcheon  4 

St.  Mark . Henry  Gage  8 

Plaquemine,  First . George  B.  Cunningham  8 

Hurst  Chapel-St.  Luke  . (Thomas  Wesley  PTLP)  1 

Mallalieu-Mt.  Zion  . (Walter  Barabin  R)  5 

St.  Paul-St.  James . J.W.  Wilson  R  2 

St.  Peter-Green-Wiley . (Ernest  E.  Scott  PTLP)  5 

Scott  Chapel-Shiloh  . W.  C.  August  16 

Verdunville,  Fitzgerald . ( Lawrence  H.  Pate  PTLP)  2 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Woodrow  W.  Smith  1 

Cameron,  Wakefield-Grand  Chenier. . .  Edwin  H.  House,  Jr.  2 
Church  Point-Maxie- 

Ville  Platte . ( Nathan  T.  AvantLP)  7 

Crowley,  First  . W.  Spiller  Milton  1 

DeQuincy,  First . Robert  E.  Townsend  1 

DeRidder: 

First: . Clyde  W.  Averett  1 

Wesley-Merryville . William  G.  Willson  1 

Elizabeth  Hopewell-Pine  Grove . Heaton  B.  Crammer  R  1 

Eunice,  First-Iota . William  A.  Rowell,  Jr.  3 

Fairview-Sweetlake . Donald  R.  Morgan  2 

Gueydan . (Joe  L.  Rountree)  2 

Iowa,  First-Hayes, 

A. A.  Bernard  Mem . ( Robert  D.  Hutson  LP )  3 

Jennings: 

First . Larry  Maddin  1 

Trinity  . (J.  David  Strozier)  3 

Kinder-Oberlin-Basile . Franklin  J.  Chlastak  1 

Lake  Arthur  . A.  Swendell  Hodges,  Jr.  4 

Lake  Charles? 

First . J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.  2 

First,  Associate . James  R.  Schaub  2 

First,  Minister  of  Visitation . Carl  F.  Lueg  R  6 

Oak  Park . Steven  W.  Caraway  4 

St.  Luke-Simpson . Charles  B.  Simmons  5 

University  . DeWitt  M.  Ginn  1 

University,  Associate . Heide  Kriner  1 

Warren . Richard  H.  Harry  8 

Leesville: 

First-Holly  Grove . Lewis  L.  Omsted  3 

Mt.  Zion-Macedonia . (ObieJ.  Southall  LP)  2 

Moss  Bluff . (Glynn  L.  Foreman  LP)  1 

Oakdale-Pine  Prairie . Gary  L.  Van  Horn  1 

Florien,  Prospect-Hornbeck . John  B.  Koelemay  R  3 

Ragley,  Squyres . Cecil  C.  Mims  R  1 

Raymond-Elton . (Douglas  E.  Milliron  LP)  3 

Rayne,  Centenary-Ebeneezer- 

Branch  . Douglas  R.  Foreman  3 

Roanoke-Crowley,  Wesley . (Homer  V.  Bailes)  14 

Sulphur: 

Henning  Memorial  . Robert  L.  Potter  2 

Henning  Mem.,  Associate . D.  W.  Poole  R  9 

Maplewood  . (A.  Richard  Poss)  2 

Wesley-Hackberry  . Carolyn  P.  Brannon  1 

Vinton,  Welsh  Memorial  . Raymond  M.  Crofoot  5 

Welsh: 

First  . M.C.  Cady  1 

Jones-Mallalieu-Trinity . (Eddie  Francis  LP)  1 

Westlake . Theo  G.  Standley  5 
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MONROE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  . Douglas  L.  McGuire  6 

Baskin-Union . Woodrow  W.  Bevill  R  2 

Bastrop: 

First-Collinston . William  D.  Peeples  5 

Memorial-Mer  Rouge . Garland  C.  Dean,  Jr.  5 

Beekman . Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr.  R  2 

Columbia-Hebert . John  L.  Vining  2 

Crew  Lake-Reveille . T.B.S. 

Delhi  . J.  R.  Scott-Welch  4 

Epps-Floyd-Pioneer . (John  Locascio  SLP)  3 

Ferriday-Clayton  . J.C.  Skinner  1 

Grayson-Kelly  . B.  Ramon  Warren  4 

Kilboume-Locust  Grove . Houston  C.  Roberts  2 

Lake  Providence . Paul  W.  Carter  1 

Mangham-Crowville . C.  Wayne  Flowers  1 

Monroe : 

First  . Kirby  A.  Vining  3 

First,  Associate . Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr.  1 

Memorial  . Byrd  L.  Terry  3 

St.  James-Mount  Olive  . (Woodrow  Harmon  OD)  2 

St.  Mark’s-Little  Creek  . M.  Ray  Holt  4 

St.  Paul . Robert  S.  Murray  R  7 

St.  Paul’s . W.  Dwight  Ramsey  2 

Southside . Lea  Joyner  33 

Southside,  Associate  . Richard  L.  Behling  1 

Oak  Grove-Forest  . George  H.  Sherman,  Jr.  5 

Oak  Ridge . James  E.  Wilson  9 

Rayville-Holly  Ridge . Burton  F.  Blair  1 

St.  Andrew’s-Bartholomew . (Thomas  A.  Wilson)  3 

St.  Joseph-Waterproof-Wesley  . Hulen  C.  Warren  2 

Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg  . William  H.  Willis  1 

Tallulah . Larry  G.  Miller  2 

Vidalia  . David  F.  Fortuna  1 

Washington  Circuit . (Joe  Brown  LP)  16 

West  Monroe : 

Asbury . (Lionel  J.  Marcel)  2 

Claibome-Willhite . James  E.  Constable  2 

Drew . M.  Jack  O’Dell  1 

First . Harry  A.  Harrington,  Jr.  1 

First,  Associate . Kibbie  H.  Behling  3 

McGuire  . J.  Roddy  Taylor  2 

Woodlawn . (Pete  J.  Medak  PTLP)  10 

Winnsboro-Gilbert . Tom  0.  Crosby,  Jr.  1 

Wisner-Boeuf  Prairie . Mark  B.  Benge  1 

NEW  ORLEANS-HOUMA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . William  C.  Blakely  5 

Berwick . James  W.  Mitchell  1 

Buras,  Trinity-Hope  Chapel  . Lillard  R.  Bevill  4 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle . Jerry  M.  James  1 

Houma : 

First,  Co-Pastor . Carole  Cotton-Winn  7 

First,  Co-Pastor  . John  Winn  7 

Houma  Hts. -Clanton  Chapel- 

Pecan  Grove  . (Gary  N.  Cook  LP)  1 

Wesley-Mt.  Vernon . (Larry  Martin  PTLP)  2 

Luling-St.  John  . Timothy  E.  Lawson  1 

St.  James,  Hahnville  . (Louis  Augustine,  Jr.  PTLP)  2 

Mathews-Bayou  Blue . James  R.  Woodward  2 

Morgan  City: 

Pharr  Chapel . J.  Vernon  Fairley  4 

Walmsley-Mason . (Donald  Barrie)  1 

Napoleonville,  Wesley-Woodlawn _ (Albert  Holland  LP)  6 

New  Orleans: 

Algiers,  First  . W.  Ed  Parks  2 

Asbury-St.  Matthew . William  L.  Jones  4 

Aurora . Byrl  J.  Moreland  3 

Aurora,  Associate . Doug  deGraffenreid  2 

Belle  Chasse-St.  James . John  Scarf  1 

Boynton  . 0.  W.  Christopher  R  7 

Carrollton  . LelandD.Wade  3 

First  Street . Abraham  E.  Davis  11 

First  Street,  Associate . Robert  S.  Taylor  R  1 


Gretna . Ray  Rolon  Spiller  3 

Haven  . Russell  L.  Jones  7 

Jefferson-Christ  . Cleveland  B.  Herr,  Jr.  9 

Kenner,  First  . Robert  R.  Miller  3 

Messiah . Kathy  H.  Henderson  2 

Ross-Thomas . (Burnell  Bell  LP)  1 

Korean . Han  Lee  2 

Mount  Zion .  •  Alfred  L.  Norris  5 

Mount  Zion,  Associate . Randall  Campbell  1 

Napoleon  Avenue  . Melvin  J.  Turnage  2 

Parker  Memorial . (Dwight  E.  Huff  LP)  2 

peck . Julius  Jefferson  3 

Peoples . (Percell  Church.  Sr.  LP)  2 

Philips  Memorial-Shaw  Temple . Alfred  Pollar  5 

Rayne  Memorial  . Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.  6 

Rayne  Mem.,  Associate . (Henry  W.  Dorsey  RLP)  15 

Rayne  Mem.,  Associate . Stephen  C.  Fleming  4 

St.  Matthew’s . George  A.  Duerson  3 

St.  Paul . Luther  W.  Taylor  3 

Trinity  . Robert  F.  Harrington  R  2 

Wesley . Nathaniel  William  R  2 

Williams . (Thomas  A.  Hoover,  Jr.  PTLP)  5 

Patterson-Bayou  Vista . (John  W.  Raines  LP)  1 

Thibodaux: 

First- Vacherie-Gibson  . Steven  M.  Spurlock  3 

Calvary-Magnolia  . Louis  L.  Streams  4 

NEW  ORLEANS-SLIDELL  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  . Stone  W.  Caraway  2 

Angie: 

Wesley-Ray-Live  Oak-Mary’s  Chapel 

. ( Robert  Nelson  Brown  LP )  5 

Bogalusa: 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial . Eddie  E.  Morgan  1 

Thirkield-Harry’s  Chapel . (Wesley  Cyprian  LP)  3 

Chalmette: 

St.  Bemard-Arabi . (Robert  W.  Peterson)  3 

Covington: 

First . Edwin  J  .  Barksdale  9 

Fitzgerald-Waldheim . Claude  E.  Barron  1 

Franklinton: 

Centenary-Fisher  . Robert  I.  Galatas  2 

Winan-Hays  Chapel  . Terrence  S.  August  5 

Gonzales: 

St.  Landry . (Dan  Washington  PTLP)  3 

Hammond : 

Wesley  Chapel  . William  M  .  Jacocks  11 

Lacombe . Kathryn  J.  Dauphin  1 

LaPlace: 

Lasseigne  . Robert  C.  Hebert  2 

Lutcher . (Riley  Sanson,  Jr.  OD)  1 

Lutcher  Chapel-St.  James . Robert  Williams  5 

Mandeville: 

St.  Timothy-on-the-North-Shore —  M.  Eugene  Finnell  5 
Metairie: 

Metairie . Richard  Dorsey  Gillespie,  Jr.  2 

Munholland . Joe  W.  McClain  5 

Munholland,  Associate . ( Charles  Strong  LP)  1 

New  Orleans: 

Bethany  . Roger  D.  Lathan  5 

Brooks . T.B.S. 

First  . Robert  L.  Lawton  1 

Gentilly . (Joseph  William  Gregg  LP )  1 

Grace . William  R.  London,  Jr.  2 

Hartzell-Ray  Ave . (James  S.  Davidson)  9 

LaHarpe-Thompson . Andrew  J.  Douglas  17 

Lake  Vista . Donice  W.  Alverson  13 

St.  Andrew-N.O.  East  . Douglas  L.  Cain  2 

St.  Luke’s  . James  0.  Evans  4 

St.  Mark’s-Felicity . MillicentC.  Feske  3 

St.  Philip . Roger  J.  Transpers  1 

Spanish  Speaking  Ministry  . Marta  Sanfiel  1 

Trinity-John  Wesley . Mickey  D.  Stringfield  3 

Pearl  River: 

Pearl  River-Talisheek  . Ronald  D.  Dauphin  1 

Ponchatoula: 

First-Lee’s  Landing  . William  T.  Eubanks  2 

First,  Lee’s  Landing,  Associate . S.  Burl  Dampier  R  4 

Slidell: 

Aldersgate . Thomas  A.  Dunbar  1 

Aldersgate,  Associate . Thomas  L.  Howe  3 

First . SaleT. Lilly  4 

First,  Associate . (Kenneth  Wayne  Irby  LP)  1 

First,  Associate . James  W.  Ailor  R  5 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion-Newell  . J.D.V.  Hamilton,  Jr.  6 

Springfield: 

First-Huff's  Chapel-Maurepas . ( R.  Laney  Kuhn  LP )  1 

St.  James-Ninde  Chapel . (Louis  A.  Smith  PTLP)  2 

Varnado: 

Vamado-Sun-Bush  . T.B.S. 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Donald  J.  Hall  2 

Ansley . William  M.  Stokes.  Jr.  25 

Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah  . Terry  C.  Willis  1 

Athens-Crossroads . ( Ronald  Easterling  PTLP )  1 

Bemice-Beech  Grove-Summerfield . ( John  R.  Oldham )  3 

Bienville-Mill  Creek-Strange . (Rowland  Reed  SLP)  1 

Calhoun-Beulah-Indian  Village . (Joe  R.  Kitchens  OD)  2 

Chatham-Centerpoint  . (Thomas  C.  Beeler  LP)  3 

Choudrant-Douglas . Brenda  Layman  4 

Clay-Sanders  Chapel  . T.B.S. 

Concord . Frederick  Mead  R  2 

Cotton  Valley-Pleasant  Valley . Fred  B.  Moore  1 

Downsville-Bethel-Mt.  Nebo . (H.  Austin  Smith)  3 

Doyline-Sibley . T.B.S. 

Dubach . Merlin  W.  Merrill  R  1 

Eros-Antioch . William  B.  Shaw  R  3 

Farmersville . Lester  N.  Nance  4 

Gibsland-Oak  Grove . . (Fay  Barr-Hartung  LP)  3 

Harmony  Chapel-Lisbon-Arizona . Cleburne  W.  Quaid  R  6 

Haynesville-Shongaloo . Louis  M.  Coppage,  Jr.  4 

Heflin-Brushwood . (S.  Alvin  Mayo  LP)  1 

Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope . Douglas  L.  Davis  1 

Homer-Wesley  Chapel  . Terral  T.  Lowe  6 

Jonesboro  . Arthur  M.  Baker  1 

Marion-Bird’s  Chapel  . Elmer  B.Fant  3 

McIntyre  . (Donn  M.  Kurtz  (PTLP)  3 

Minden : 

First . James  M.  Poole  5 

First,  Associate  . (Joe  E.  Hunter  PTLP)  2 

First,  Associate  . (Ricky  Willis  SLP)  1 

Lakeview . August  E.  Aamodt  4 

Pine  Grove- Bethlehem . (Jospeh  H.  Windham  PTLP)  1 

Quitman-Faith . (Gordon  L.  Smith,  Sr.  LP)  3 

Ringgold-Castor-Grand  Bayou . (Joe  D.  Solomon)  4 

Ruston : 

Trinity . Chris  H.  Andrews  1 

Trinity,  Associate . James  R.  McLelland  3 

Trinity,  Associate . M.  Roily  Walker  6 

Grace-Wesley  Chapel . James  H.  Humphreys  5 

Simsboro-Salem-Antioch . Cage  M.  McLemore  1 

Springhill-Sarepta . Charles  B.  Humphreys  1 

Whitehall-Colquitt-Evergreen . ( W.  Paul  Cassels  R)  9 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  . W.  Odell  Simmons  3 

Benton . Charles  B.  Roper  3 

Belcher  . L.  Gray  Wilson  R  3 

Blanchard . John  R.  Johns  4 


Bossier  City : 

Barksdale  . (Richard  0.  Teeter  SLP)  1 

First  . James  L.  Adams  3 

St.  Stephen’s . Roy  E.  Mouser  4 

Bradford-Pilgrim’s  Rest . T.B.S. 

Coushatta-Wesley  . Thomas  J.  Logan  1 

Cross  Roads-Hall  Summit . ( Donald  Johnson  PTLP )  3 

Fairview-McDonald-New  Light- 

Providence  . ( Oscar  E.  Player  PTLP)  7 

Greenwood-Bethany . (JohnLavoLP)  3 

Hosston-Gilliam  . Richard  Humphries  1 

Ida  . Robert  E.  Carter  R  1 

Keatchie-Shiloh . T.B.S. 

Logansport-Bethel . Edward  C.  Henkel  1 

Longstreet-Stonewall  . Robert  E.  Taylor  12 

Love  Chapel-Haughton . Rupert  D.  Coles  2 

Mansfield-Grand  Cane . C.  Gerald  Richardson  1 

Many-Bayou Scie . (George  A.  Me Vay)  3 

Mooringsport-Oil  City . Daniel  M.  Grove,  Jr.  11 

Plain  Dealing-Walker’s  Chapel . .  Clarence  B.  Krumnow  R  3 

Pleasant  Hill-Mitchell-Pelican . Dorothy  McGowen  1 

Pleas.  Vall.-Mt.  Zion-Bonchest- 

St.  Matt . (Willie  Jackson  SLP)  4 

Rosa-Taylor’s  Chapel-James  Ch-Haskin’s . . T.B.S. 

Vivian-Rodessa  . William  E.  Nolan  3 

Shreveport : 

Broadmoor  . H.  Warren  Blakeman  3 

Broadmoor,  Associate . Deborah  Drash  3 

Broadmoor,  Associate . James  W.  Matthews  R  7 

Broadmoor,  Associate  . George  F.  Pearce,  Jr  R  3 

Caddo  Heights-Keithville . John  N.  Williams  1 

Cedar  Grove . Marie  P.  Williams  1 

Christ  . Jack  W.  Winegeart  1 

Christ,  Associate . S.  Kemper  Smith  1 

Ellerbe  Road . Benedict  A.  Galloway  R  2 

Fairfield-Jewella . Louis  Augustine,  III  1 

First . . .  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.  31 

First,  Associate . James  W.  Moore  13 

First,  Associate . Carl  E.  Rhoads,  III  10 

First,  Associate . W.  D.  Boddie  R  2 

Johnson  Chapel-Mt.  Zion  ( Manuel  Henderson )  OD  1 

Lakeview  . Howard  B.  Childs  3 

Mangum . Lael  S.  Jones  2 

Morningside . Lynn  W  Merrill  3 

Noel . W.O.  Lynch,  Jr.  2 

Noel,  Associate . Dale  McKinley  Haggard  1 

Noel,  Associate . Fred  W.  Schwendimann  R  5 

North  Highlands . Robert  W.  Bengston  2 

St.  James-Round  Grove . James  A.  Graham  6 

St.  Luke’s  . Donald  K.  McDowell  3 

St.  Paul  . Nathan  Daniels,  Jr.  8 

Summer  Grove . John  M  .  Braden  5 

Summer  Grove,  Associate  . .  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Sr.  R  1 

Trinity . E.J.  Martin  3 

Wynn  . (Harold  W.  Longfellow)  14 

Wesley-Shady  Grove . George  L.  Thomas  14 

Zwolle-Converse-Noble . Stephen  P.  Carter  1 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  WITHIN  CONNECTIONAL  STRUCTURE 
Director  of  Financial  Affairs  James  J.  Caraway  6 

Director  of  Special  Ministries  Samuel  W.  Walker  5 

Director  of  Council  on  Ministries  Harvey  G  Williamson  3 

Director  of  Communications  A.  Elwood  Fleming  2 

Conference  Youth  Coordinator  Leland  Patterson  Cul I igan  3 

Associate  Professor  of  Philosophy  A 

Religious  Studies.  SMC  .  Benjamin  A.  Petty  32 

Associate  Professor  of  Teaching  Ministries. 

llliff  School  of  Theology  Clarence  H.  Snelling,  Jr.  21 

Director  of  Admission. 

Perkins  School  SMU  LinnC  Richardson  3 

Professor  of  Social  Ethics. 

Candler  School  of  Theology  Theodore  R  Weber  27 

Off.  of  Field  Service.  BGM  National  Division  James  E  Christie  6 

President,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport  Donald  A  Webb  8 

T  L.  James  Professor  of  Religion.  Centenary  Collage  Webb  D  Pomeroy  32 

Chap  &  Associate  Professor  of  Religion  Robert  Ed  Taylor  24 

Associate  Professor  of  Christian  Education  A 
Ch.  of  Dept  Religion.  Cent.  Donald  G  Emler  8 

Director  CSC  Program,  Centenary  College  Herbert  M.  Scott  7 

Chaplain.  Dillard  University .  Leslie  P.  Norris  10 

Executive  Director.  La.  Interchurch  Conference  James  L.  Stovall  9 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  EXTENSION  MINISTRIES 
Executive  Secretary.  Off  of  Tech  Asst  Nat’IGBGM  David  Billings  4 

Wesley  Com  Ctr  ,  Atlanta,  Ga. -GBGM  William  Craig  Taylor  2 

Superintendent,  Methodist  Home .  Conrad  P  Edwards  2 

Superintendent  People  Comm.  Center .  <  Percell  Church.  Sr.  LP  >  2 

Chaplain/Dir  Pastoral  Care, 

Pendleton  Memorial  Hospital  Paul  G  Durbin  9 

Associate  Chaplain.  Pendleton  Methodist  Hospital  Judy  E  Nelson  3 

Chaplain  Methodist  Children's  Home/ 

Director  Public  Relations .  Douglas  T  Williams.  Jr.  11 

Superintendent.  Camp  Istrouma  J  Monroe  Wilkes  i  20 

Chaplain  East  Louisiana  Slate  Hospital.  Jackson  Walter  E  Worthy  14 

Lousiana  Tech  University.  Campus  Minister  William  M  Stokes,  Jr  28 

McNeese  University  Campus  Minister  Wayne  G  Taylor  3 

Northeast  Louisiana  University  Campus  Minister  James  E  Wilson  16 

Northwestern  Louisiana  University  Campus  Minister  Barbara  Smith  Duke  2 
Southeastern  Louisiana  Univ  Campus  Minister  William  M  Jacocks  11 

Southern  University  Campus  Minister  •  Wilbur  G  David  LP  >  2 

TUCM-LSU  Randall  K.  Nichols  2 

Tulane  University  Campus  Minister  David  G.  Trickett  2 

University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana  Campus  Minister  R  Don  Ross  7 

UNO.  SUNO.  Delgado  Campus  Minister  ..T.B.S. 

Military  Chaplain.  US  Army  .  Willie  Lee  Henry  11 

Military  Chaplain,  US  Navy  Robert  G  Rowland  10 

Chaplain.  Veterans  Administration.  Dallas  Thomas  M  Babington.  Ill  18 

Chaplain,  Veterans  Administration.  New  Mexico  J.W.  Williams  3 

Chaplain.  Dixon  Correctional  Institute.  Bertrand  Griffin  8 

Chaplain.  Central  Louisiana  State  Hospital  Roland  K.  Friedrich  21 

Chaplain,  Baton  Rouge  General  Hospital  Henry  E.  Pickett.  Sr  9 

Consultant,  East  Dallas  Cooperative  Parish  Minister  George  Holcombe  2 

Campus  Minister.  University  of  California.  San  Diego  Robert  J  Wagener  2 

Director.  New  Orleans  Metro  Ministries . William  R.  London.  Jr.  13 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  BEYOND  LOCAL  CHURCH  STRUCTURES 
Chaplain,  S.C.  Department  Youth  Services  Howard  D.  Ellzey  12 

Chaplain/ Associate  Professor  of  Religion,  Curry  College  W  Russell  Pregeant  13 
Director  Youth  Care  Service/ Juliette  Fowler  Home  Joe  E.  Fogle  7 

Executive  Director  Creative  Ministries  Associate 
Durham.  North  Carolina  Cathy  Carlson  9 

Chaplain/Director  Pastoral  Care.  Memorial  Medical  Center. 

Springfield,  Illinois .  Roy  B.  Nash  7 

Rehabilitation  Tech/Chaplain  Alco  Rehab  Center. 

V A  Hospital,  NO .  C  Gerald  Fuller  5 

Chap  Desert  Samaritan  Hospital.  Mesa.  Arizona  .  Dan  R  Allen  5 

Timberlawn  Psychiatric  Hospital.  Dallas.  Theresa  McConnell  2 

Miss  to  Liberia-Gbarnga  School  of  Theology  Ester  L.  Hammond  4 

GROUP-Director/Work  A  Mission  Camps.  Colorado . Jerry  Hilbun  1 

APPOINTED  TO  ATTEND  SCHOOL 

Asbury  School  of  Theology  LC.  David  DeWitt  <  l ) ;  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 
Curtis  Johnson  (3);  Garrett,  Mollie  S.  Clements  (1);  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  Jayne  Trammell-Kelly  (1);  Candler  School  of  Theology.  Kathy  Clark- 
Dickens  11);  Iliff  School  of  Theology.  Alfred  C  Bakewell.  Ill  tl) ;  Asbury  School 
of  Theology.  Steven  J  Porter  tl)  ,  Perkins  School  of  Theology.  Steven  Kelly  tl); 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Randy  Scrivener  (1);  Vanderbilt.  L.  Deen 
Thompson.  (1);  Candler  School  of  Theology.  John  Van  Dickens  (1) 

DISABILITY  LEAVE 

Sidney  Earl  Irving  A  (4);  Lewis  E  Milem  R  (10);  Raymond  DeLaughterS  t2); 

D  Dale  Lyons  BR/L  t2> 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE 

Richard  O.  Beckham.  Ill  NOS  (5);  Forest  N  Blount  M  (3);  Frieda  Brown  BRL 
(2);  Jerry  VanHoosen  NOS  (2) .  James  Richardson  S  13);  Jay  R  Rogers  A  <4>; 
Paul  Wesley  NOH  (3);  Paul  Carroll,  Jr.  S  (2);  Lorris  M  Wimberly.  Jr  BRL  i4); 
(E  Eugene  Kimble)  LC  tl);  Carol  Susan  Winn  NOS  (1);  Gilbert  H.  Wade.  Jr 
BRH  ( 1 ) ;  Mary  C.  Sloan  NOS  ( 1 ) .  Helen  Ploegsma  Marcussen  NOS  1 1 ) 

D1ACONAL  MINISTERS 

Director  of  Religious  Education.  University  LC,  Marsha  Gayle  Alexander; 
Director  of  Christian  Education.  Jeff.  BRH.  Barbara  C  Einsel.  Children’s 
Coordinator.  GBD  M,  Barbara  Garcia  .  Director  Conference  Religious/Division 
of  Diaconal  Min.  Nashville  M.  Joaquin  Garcia  ;  Guidance  Counselor,  Merry  ville 
HS  LC.  Norma  K  Garlington.  Director  of  Music.  Zachary  BRH.  Sidney 
Montegudo;  Director  of  Christian  Education,  St  Paul's  M.  Doris  P  Sheppard 
DEACONESSES 

Clin  Social  Worker.  Belle  Chasse  School.  NOH.  Evelyn  J  Murphree  til) 
TRANSFERRED  IN 

From  Central  Texas  Conference.  J  C  Skinner;  From  So  Indiana  Conference. 
Carl  K  Bray;  From  Oklahoma  Conference.  Lee  McKenzie;  From  Mississippi 
Conference,  Dale  McKinley  Haggard 

TR  ANSFERRED  OUT 
To  Memphis  Conference.  Joe  Comer 

HONORABLE  LOCATION 
Honorable  Location.  Lloyd  A  Foreman 
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Atlantic  City  church’s  death:  A 
sad  sign  of  spiritual  decadence 


THESIS  A  tiftONI H(f 
CONCSRA  THAT  OUR 
»  NOT 

ATTUNE?  TO  A  FA4T- 
OHAHftNO  WOO.P 


We  share  the  sadness  expressed  re¬ 
cently  by  theologian  Martin  Marty  over 
the  death  of  St.  James  Episcopal  Church 
in  Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey. 

And  we  further  share  Dr.  Marty’s  la¬ 
ment  about  the  apparent  crumbling  of  or¬ 
ganized  Christianity  following  the  prolif¬ 
eration  of  organized  gambling  in  that  fa¬ 
mous  Atlantic  seaboard  city. 

Dr.  Marty  wrote  in  his  newsletter 
•' ‘Context’  -  that  when  the  116-year-old 
Episcopal  church  closed,  only  three  peo¬ 
ple  (his  emphasis)  attended  the  final  ser¬ 
vice.  Father  Russell  Gale  of  the  now-de¬ 
parted  church  said,  ‘There's  absolutely 
a  lack  of  spirituality  here”  (in  Atlantic 
City). 

Other  churches  there  are  in  trouble. 
One  has  been  turned  into  a  discotheque. 
Another  is  now  a  parking  lot.  A  Jewish 
temple  has  sold  out  to  a  resorts  combine 
of  some  sort. 

Dr.  Marty  explains  it  all:  ‘‘Residents 
moved  away  and  visiting  gamblers  don’t 
worship  —  except  at  the  tables.” 

Despite  such  sad  and  discouraging  de¬ 


velopments,  the  church  is  of  God  and  it 
will  survive.  Not  only  will  it  continue  to 
survive  in  Atlantic  City,  but  elsewhere  in 
any  country  where  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  has  been  proclaimed  and  accepted 

—  including  even  countries  like  China 
and  Russia  where  religious  freedom  is 
restricted. 

But  we  in  our  large  denominations  — 
and/or  in  our  solid,  secure  local  churches 

—  must  not  become  complacent.  Orga¬ 
nized  gambling  is  not  the  only  foe  —  and 
probably  not  the  worst  foe  —  of  organized 
religion.  Apathy,  self-satisfaction,  stifled 
initiative,  loss  of  a  sense  of  urgency  and 
calling,  failure  to  recognize  and  respond 
to  the  church’s  mission  on  our  door  steps 

—  these  and  many  other  factors  can 
bring  about  the  demise  of  a  particular  in¬ 
stitutional  expression  of  the  church. 

If  your  church’s  death  were  announced 
today,  how  many  persons  would  attend 
its  final  services?  What  are  you  and 
others  in  your  congregation  doing  to  see 
that  such  a  fate  is  not  a  part  of  your  fu¬ 
ture? 


MOKE  Of  OU  R  LEAD¬ 
ERS  A ft£  P1KHM9 
fOR  NEW  REACH  AP- 
PRQACdES  AND  MORE 
U&  Of  MO  PERN 
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Here  I  Stand 
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Bible  a  book  of  faith,  not  science 


Decatur:  A  reassuring  contrast 


In  light  of  the  sad  plight  of  churches  in 
Atlantic  City  (see  preceding  editorial)  it 
is  reassuring  to  hear  of  a  church  else¬ 
where  that  is  more  alive  and  growing 
than  ever  —  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
surrounding  community. 

The  place  is  Decatur,  Illinois,  and  the 
church  is  Grace  United  Methodist.  Deca¬ 
tur  is  in  the  midst  of  an  economically  de¬ 
pressed  area,  with  high  unemployment. 

Grace  Church  planned  a  needed  addi¬ 
tion  to  its  educational  facilities,  but  so 
many  members  were  out  of  work  and/or 
short  of  funds  that  the  project  seemed  be¬ 
yond  reach. 

According  to  a  laudatory  editorial  in 
the  Decatur  Herald  and  Review,  area 
construction  unions  agreed  to  wage  con¬ 
cessions  amounting  to  nearly  $100,000, 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


and  contractors  made  concessions  of 
$23,000  more  to  reduce  the  church’s  pro¬ 
jected  costs. 

Union  workmen  on  the  construction  job 
will  be  paid  only  about  70-80  percent  of 
their  usual  wages.  But  they’re  working! 
Everyone  benefits! 

As  the  Decatur  editorial  writer  put  it, 
“Building  a  church  is  an  act  of  faith  in 
God  and  the  community.”  All  of  us  as 
Christians  can  take  what  is  occurring  in 
Decatur  as  a  challenge  to  get  on  with 
building  the  kingdom  of  God  —  both  in  a 
“brick  and  mortar”  sense  and  in  a 
“hearts  and  minds"  sense  —  so  that  indi¬ 
viduals  and  whole  communities  can 
share  in  the  experience  and  by-products 
of  faith  in  God. 


LONO-TiMi 
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By  GEORGE  M.  RICKER 

The  teaching  of  Biblical  creationism  as 
science  stems  from  a  group  of  Christians 
with  a  fundamentalist  orientation.  They 
earnestly  and  sincerely  believe  they  are 
right.  But  their  view  of  Genesis  chapters 
1-3  as  science  is  not  shared  by  the  major¬ 
ity  of  Biblical  scholars. 

Those  who  do  not  see  the  Genesis  pas¬ 
sages  as  science  have  no  less  an  appreci¬ 
ation  and  respect  for  the  Bible.  In  fact, 
by  not  putting  the  Bible  on  the  scientific 
plane,  it  is  elevated 
to  a  place  of  promi- 
nencer  as  a  book  of 
faith.  I  want  to  ex¬ 
plain  why  I  see  this  to 
be  so. 

The  Bible  contains 
many  types  of  litera¬ 
ture.  A  survey  of  its 
pages  reveals  poetry, 
drama,  fable,  short 
story,  essay,  letter,  parable,  allegory, 
history,  mythology,  and  apocalyptic 
writing  —  to  name  a  few.  We  need  to 
know  what  we  are  reading  in  order  to  ask 
the  proper  questions.  The  questions  we 
ask  of  the  Biblical  material  should,  for 
the  most  part,  be  related  to  the  type  of 
literature. 

If  we  ask  historical  or  scientific  ques¬ 
tions  of  that  which  is  not  history  or  sci¬ 
ence,  we  get  nonsense  answers.  To  miss 

My  Witness 
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the  allegorical  nature  of  the  book  of  Jo¬ 
nah,  for  instance,  leads  to  raising  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  size  of  a  large  fish’s  gul¬ 
let  and  the  possibility  of  that  fish  swal¬ 
lowing  a  man.  This  misses  the  whole  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  book. 

What  kind  of  literature  is  the  first  three 
chapters  of  Genesis?  No  chronicler  was 
present  to  record  the  events  of  creation. 
This  cannot  be  history.  Science  as  we 
know  it  was  unknown  when  Genesis  was 
written.  It  is  not  science.  What  is  it  then? 
Some  use  the  term  mythology.  To  many 
this  is  a  red  flag  word  which  seems  to  in¬ 
dicate  that  the  literature  in  question  is 
not  true.  Mythology  is  pre-historical  or 
non-historical  writing  that  expresses  the 
understanding  of  a  people  in  thought 
form  and  imagery  emerging  over  a  long 
period  of  time.  It  is  an  appropriate  term 
but  not  one  appealing  to  most  people. 

Genesis  is  poetry 

For  those  who  object  to  calling  the 
Genesis  stories  mythology,  I  propose  the 
use  of  the  word  poetry.  A  poetic  creativity 
is  behind  these  stories.  Poetry  is  nonsense 
when  we  put  it  on  the  historical  or  scienti¬ 
fic  plane.  Poetry  speaks  to  a  deeper  level 
of  human  life.  When  we  read  poetry  we 
raise  the  question:  What  does  this  mean? 
In  reading  the  Genesis  stories  as  poetry 
we  ask:  What  does  this  say  about  our  re¬ 
lationship  to  the  Creator  and  to  the  ere- 


Be  thankful  for  God’s  ‘tender  mercies’ 


By  DAVID  E.  CASE 
A  few  weeks  ago  my  wife  and  I  saw  the 
film  entitled  “Tender  Mercies."  The 
story  revolves  around  a  man  who  had 
achieved  the  pinnacle  of  fame  in  Nash¬ 
ville  through  singing  and  writing  his 
brand  of  country  and  western  music.  As 
the  story  begins,  however,  he  is  an  alco¬ 
holic,  estranged  from  those  who  once 
loved  him,  and  broke.  Through  the  soft- 
spoken  words  and  slow,  gentle  care  of  a 


widow  he  gradually  comes  back  to  life. 
As  a  result  of  his  new-found  worth,  he,  in 
turn,  gives  new  life  to  the  widow,  her  son, 
a  struggling  group  of  young  men  trying 
to  make  it  in  the  music  business,  and 
even  to  his  former  wife  in  her  hour  of  an¬ 
guish  and  pain. 

This  film  really  started  me  thinking. 
How  like  the  rippling  waves  in  a  pond  is 
the  act  of  showing  “tender  mercy”  to 
others  after  receiving  it  ourselves!  I 


^Electronic  church’  supports  local  churches 


To  the  Editor: 

As  this  is  a  country  where  people  can 
practice  free  speech,  I  enjoy  reading  how 
others  think  and  feel.  But  sometimes  I 
wonder  why  they  don’t  research  their  in¬ 
formation  before  commenting. 

I  am  referring  to  letters  and  “news 
items”  on  the  so-called  “electronic 
church”  and  Jim  Bakker  in  particular. 

First,  I  am  Southern  Baptist-reared 
and  at  the  moment  belong  to  a  United 
Methodist  church  where  I  teach  an  adult 
Sunday  School  class.  That  is  just  to  let 
you  know  “where  I  come  from.” 

Now,  the  message  I  am  getting  from 
all  these  news  items  and  letters  is  "the 
money  is  going  to  them  instead  of  us”! 
BALDERDASH. 

Are  we  so  blind  as  to  think  the  UMC 
can  do  the  job  of  spreading  the  gospel  all 
by  itself?  The  job  is  bigger  now  than  it 
ever  was  and  is  getting  bigger  all  the 
time. 

Are  we  really  believing  that  we  would 
get  that  money  if  it  were  not  being  sent  to 
the  TV  evangelists?  By  “we”  I  mean  the 
church  on  the  comer. 

It  is  to  the  credit  of  Jim  Bakker  and  the 
PTL  Club  that  I  am  a  tither  to  my  local 
church.  I  began  to  watch  that  program  in 
1973  and  was  influenced  in  that  direction 
right  away.  After  becoming  a  tither,  I  be¬ 
came  a  partner  with  PTL  and  time  and 
again  I  have  heard  Jim  Bakker  uphold 
the  local  church  and  tell  people  their 
tithe  belonged  there.  I  also  began  to 
watch  the  “Old  Time  Gospel  Hour"  and 
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subsequently  became  a  faith  partner, 
never  once  cutting  down  on  my  tithe.  I 
began  to  watch  Billy  Graham  and  Phil 
Arms,  Kenneth  Copeland  and  Jimmy 
Swaggart  and  I  would  also  send  gifts  and 
offerings  to  them,  never  once  cutting 
down  my  tithe. 

What  I  am  saying  is  this:  We  need  all 
the  Jim  Bakkers,  Billy  Grahams.  Phil 
Arms  and  so  on  that  we  can  get.  I  am  bet¬ 
ting  that  most  of  the  money  these  TV 
evangelists  get  is  sent  in  by  tithing,  born 
again,  church  people.  Those  on  the  other 
side  of  the  fence  are  not  too  concerned. 
Let’s  quit  criticizing  them  and  pray  that 
the  message  gets  out.  And  it  wouldn’t 
hurt  too  much  to  send  an  extra  dollar  to 
help  it  get  done.  After  all,  ours  is  not  the 
only  denomination  trying  to  do  God’s 
w^*  Lena  V.  Barnes 

Merkel,  Texas 

Inclusiveness  of  UMR’s 
coverage  commended 
To  the  Editor: 

We  wish  to  commend  you  for  the  num¬ 
ber.  quality  and  diversity  of  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  articles  recently  printed  in  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 

1.  In  twelve  issues  (January  27  through 
April  13,  1984)  critically  reviewed,  we 
found  eleven  to  have  articles  on  non¬ 
whites.  The  number  in  each  paper 
ranged  from  one  to  four  and  covered 
many  parts  of  the  world,  particularly  the 
United  States. 

2.  The  articles  appeared  unbiased  and 
both  sides  of  controversial  issues  were 
usually  presented. 

3.  The  11  pictures  in  these  particular  is¬ 
sues  were  eye-catching  and  acted  as  an 
incentive  to  read  the  articles  to  which 
they  pertained. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  more  United 
Methodists  do  not  subscribe  to  the  Re¬ 
porter  and  that  ministers  and  key  lay 
members  who  do  receive  it  do  not  always 
pass  on  the  information.  It  is  a  fine  tool  to 
help  us  become  an  inclusive  church. 

Each  of  us  has  been  a  regular  reader  of 
your  publication  for  many  years  and  we 
submit  this  report  as  two  active,  con¬ 
cerned  members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  Church  Women  United  and  our 
community. 

Helen  Telfer  and  Berta  Holden 
Rochester,  New  York 

Removing  ‘’Lord'  from 

Bible  is  not  reasonable 

To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  concerns  removing 
“LORD”  from  the  Bible.  The  writers  of 
the  Greek  Bible,  the  Septuagint,  used  the 
word  “kyrios”  which  translates  to 
“Lord”  in  English.  The  Hebrew  scrolls, 
dating  back  to  70  A. D.,  use  “adon”  which 
means  “Lord”  or  Yahweh.  Jesus  spoke 
in  Aramaic  and  used  the  word  “mar” 
which  means  "Lord.” 

The  word  “Lord”  is  used  in  the  Bible  to 
refer  to  a  Supreme  Being.  It  is  used  in  re¬ 
verence.  Does  the  Supreme  Being  have  a 
gender?  A  few  people  would  like  to  bring 
God  down  to  an  earthly  level  and  turn  the 
Lord  into  a  male  or  female  issue.  God 
made  man  and  woman.  We  did  not  make 
God. 

Paul  uses  the  word  “Lord"  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  Jesus  Christ.  We  cannot  change 
the  sex  of  Jesus  nor  God's  history.  I  do 
not  believe  it  was  part  of  God’s  divine 
purpose  for  a  few  people  in  1984  to  re¬ 
move  the  “Lord"  from  the  Bible.  The 
Bible  was  not  written  to  please  people, 
but  it  was  written  to  teach  “the  way  of 


the  Lord." 

Christian  faith  is  based  on  Scripture, 
tradition,  experience,  and  reason.  It  is 
not  reasonable  to  rewrite  the  Scripture 
and  eliminate  tradition  by  removing  the 
“Lord"  from  the  Bible. 

Linda  L.  Western 
Calexico,  California 

Church  bureaucracy 
needs  reformation 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  interested  to  read  in  recent  is¬ 
sues  the  material  regarding  the  “grow¬ 
ing  bureaucracy”  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

I  have  no’  idea  if  the  bureaucracy  is 
growing  or  not  but  it  is  there. 

Several  years  ago  when  the  United 
Methodist  Church  began  to  provide  sub¬ 
stantial  financial  support  for  anti-hand- 
gun  organization  activities,  I  attempted 
to  find  out  who  had  made  the  decisions 
for  the  allocation  of  these  funds. 

In  spite  of  multiple  letters  to  the  bish¬ 
op,  the  conference  treasurer  and  to  na¬ 
tional  church  officers,  I  could  never  re¬ 
ceive  an  answer  —  all  I  got  was  rhetori¬ 
cal  gobbledegook  implying  that  I  had  no 
need  to  know.  I  should  leave  these  deci¬ 
sions  to  those  wiser  and  more  Christian 
than  I  was. 

At  that  point,  my  support  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  ceased  beyond 
the  local  level. 

The  bureaucracy  IS  there  —  they  had 
best  become  more  responsible  to  their 
“constituents.” 

Don  N.  Ridgway 
Paonia,  Colorado 

Missionary  funding 

policy  not  workable 

To  the  Editor: 

Whether  or  not  the  new  "mission  soci¬ 
ety"  survives,  thrives  or  dies  .  .  . 
whether  or  not  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  and  the  hierarchy  accept,  reject,  or 
tolerate  the  new  society  ...  the  mission¬ 
ary  effort  of  our  church  is  going  to  be 
continually  weakened  unless  and  until 
the  philosophy  of  mission  which  central¬ 
izes  support  for  missions  from  undesig¬ 
nated  funds  is  decisively,  unequivocally, 
and  irrevocably  scrapped. 

That  it  is  a  failed  policy  is  empirically 
clear.  United  Methodists  are  not  dumb; 
they  read  between  the  lines  even  if  at 
times  they  may  not  be  fully  aware  of  it. 
The  attitude  of  partnership  and  involve¬ 
ment  in  decision-making  that  is  so  scru¬ 
pulously  observed  in  the  mission  field 
seems  as  scrupulously  to  be  denied  to 
local  churches  on  the  sending  end.  Local 
churches  are  essentially  expected  to 
pray,  pay  and  obey.  This  attitude  in  turn 
produces  hostility,  grumbling,  or  apathy 
toward  missions  and  “the  hierarchy.” 

What  is  tragic  is  that  much  outstanding 
work  done  by  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  is  undermined  by  lack  of  support 
and  understanding  of  the  church. 

Thomas  T.  Sanders 
Fenton,  Missouri 

Selective  silence  of 

church  conspicuous 

To  the  Editor: 

News  releases  from  the  several  wire 
services  have  publicized  interesting  inci¬ 
dents  throughout  the  recent  past : 

The  State  of  California  is  reported  to 
have  unilaterally  declared  that  busing  of 
children  will  not  be  used  to  achieve  racial 
balance  in  their  public  schools. 

In  Illinois,  a  white  man  and  his  son 


used  baseball  bats  to  bludgeon  to  death  a 
young  Chinese  man  as  he  and  some  of  his 
friends  were  celebrating  his  coming 
marriage.  The  courts  put  these  two  kill¬ 
ers  on  probation  and  assessed  them  a 
fine! 

Also  in  Illinois,  when  asked  about  pos¬ 
sible  penalties  on  the  Chicago  school  sys¬ 
tem  for  maintaining  racially  segregated 
schools,  the  Justice  Department  was 
quoted  as  saying  that  Chicago  would  be 
given  more  time  to  see  if  they  will  inte¬ 
grate  the  schools  voluntarily  before  any 
penalties  are  assessed  ( after  29  years ! ) . 

In  New  Jersey  a  young  white  man  was 
reported  to  have  shouted  racial  epithets 
at  an  Hispanic  child  on  a  bicycle  before 
running  over  and  killing  him  with  a  pick¬ 
up  truck.  The  courts  reportedly  reduced 
the  murder  charge  to  a  lesser  offense  and 
punished  the  killer  lightly. 

Thus  far,  I  have  seen  no  publicity  or 
any  word  of  protest  from  any  Annual 
Conference  or  general  agency  of  our 
church.  If  any  one  of  the  above  incidents 
had  happened  in  Mississippi,  certain  An¬ 
nual  Conferences  and  general  boards 
would  have  been  calling  loudly  for  inves¬ 
tigations  and  sending  teams  of  zealots  for 
on-site  inspection,  and  properly  so. 

It  is  no  real  service  to  the  church  when 
the  impression  is  given  that  some  things 
are  bad,  but  only  if  they  happen  within 
certain  geographical  limits.  The  conspic¬ 
uous  silence  of  some  normally  noisy 
sources  gives  one  cause  to  ponder  this 
possibility. 

D.  L.  McGuire 
Monroe,  Louisiana 

Positive  ways  needed 

to  seek  world  peace 

To  the  Editor : 

While,  unfortunately,  Christian  people 
do  not  all  see  alike  as  to  the  best  means  of 
preventing  war,  there  are  many  ways  in 
which  we  surely  should  be  able  to  unite 
our  efforts  to  work  positively  for  peace 
throughout  the  world. 

We  can  all  seek  to  become  better  in¬ 
formed  about  the  history  and  cultures  of 
other  nations,  so  as  to  better  understand 
their  viewpoints  on  international  issues. 

We  can  encourage,  and  insist,  that  our 
government  encourage  all  forms  of  com¬ 
munication  and  dialogue  with  people  and 
governments  of  other  nations. 

We  can  work  toward  solving  the  many 
problems  within  our  own  nation  in  a 
Christian  way,  thus  winning  the  respect 
of  other  nations. 

If  we  have  opportunities  to  travel 
abroad  in  any  capacity,  we  can  so  con¬ 
duct  ourselves  as  to  build  bridges  of 
friendship  and  understanding. 

We  can  all  avail  ourselves  of  every  op¬ 
portunity  to  win  the  friendship  and  re¬ 
spect  of  citizens  of  other  nations  who 
may  be  working,  studying  or  traveling  in 
our  country. 

Probably  most  important  of  all,  we  all 
need  to  pray  that  God  will  guide  each  of 
us  as  to  how  we  can  do  our  part  toward 
finding  peaceful  solutions  to  the  prob¬ 
lems  between  nations  and  within  our  own 
nation. 

Paul  L.  Jameson 
Holton,  Kansas 


went  to  the  Psalmist  and  read  again  his 
beautiful  affirmation,  “The  Lord  is  good 
to  all:  and  His  tender  mercies  are  over 
all  His  works”  (Psalm  145:9).  No  wonder 
we  praise  and  serve  God;  He  has  not 
dealt  with  us  according  to  our  sins,  but 
according  to  His  great  mercy!  He  trans¬ 
forms  us,  not  through  lightening  bolts, 
fear,  manipulative  guilt,  gimmicks,  or 
deceit,  but  through  His  tender  mercies. 
When  we  have  been  at  our  worst  He  has 
given  us  His  best.  Now,  that’s  tender,  and 
it  sure  is  merciful. 

After  reading  the  Psalms,  I  consulted 
Webster’s  Dictionary.  Among  the  mean¬ 
ings  given  to  the  rich  adjective  “tender" 
are  the  following:  “gentle,  sensitive,  af¬ 
fectionate,  considerate,  not  hard  or 
tough.”  As  I  walk  with  my  brothers  and 
sisters  of  the  church  following  Pentecost, 
I  would  like  to  try  to  demonstrate  the 
qualities  contained  in  the  word  “tender." 
I  would  hope,  too,  that  those  who  walk 
with  me  would  treat  me  tenderly.  Who 
knows?  Perhaps  the  rippling  effect  of  our 
mutual  tenderness  will  produce  gentle¬ 
ness,  sensitivity,  affection,  and  considera¬ 
tion. 

When  I  recollect  the  significant  per¬ 
sons  of  my  life,  my  mind  pictures  a  whole 
host  of  individuals  whose  compassion  has 
made  me  aware  of  my  worth  as  a  hu¬ 
man:  loving  parents,  caring  teachers, 
understanding  friends,  perceptive  pas¬ 
tors,  and  a  supportive  wife.  Without 
them,  I  am  confident  I  would  have  fol¬ 
lowed  a  much  different  pathway. 

We  should  praise  God  for  showering  us 
with  His  tender  mercies.  Then,  as  the  song 
says,  we  should  “try  a  little  tenderness" 
and  go  shower  someone  else  with  our  own. 
The  lessons  of  the  movie,  the  Scriptures, 
and  our  own  experience  are  clear:  it  could 
make  all  the  difference  in  the  world! 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
David  E.  Case,  is  pastor  of  the  Newton 
Falls  UMC  in  Newton  Falls.  Ohio  (East 
Ohio  Conference). 


ated  order?  What  does  this  say  about 
male  and  female  relationships?  What 
does  this  say  about  our  hopes  and  aspira¬ 
tions?  What  does  this  poetry  say  about 
our  sense  of  dis-ease  about  much  in  cre¬ 
ation?  The  Genesis  passages  address  this 
type  of  question. 

Consider  now  an  improper  question:  Is 
this  the  way  the  world  was  created?  That 
question  tries  to  make  science  out  of 
what  is  not  science.  Responding  to  Gene¬ 
sis  in  this  way  gets  us  involved  in  the 
dates  about  the  age  of  the  earth,  when  the 
animals  were  created,  where  Cain  got  his 
wife  and  other  issues  that  are  irrelevant 
and  immaterial.  Creationists  affirm  dog¬ 
matically  that  Genesis  expresses  the 
way  the  world  was  created.  In  so  doing 
they  would  plunge  us  into  a  non-scientific 
and  mind-shackling  literalism. 

At  stake  here  is  the  nature  of  truth.  We 
have  scientific,  factual,  provable  truth. 
Our  lives  depend  upon  this  kind  of  truth. 
We  want  to  be  sure  that  our  medical  doc¬ 
tors  and  others  in  the  field  of  science 
have  up-to-date  training  and  are  oper¬ 
ating  with  a  contemporary  scientific  un¬ 
derstanding.  Some  of  this  understanding 
may  change  with  new  insights,  but  sci¬ 
ence  represents  the  best  that  we  have  at 
the  moment. 

Scientific  truth,  however,  is  not  the 
only  form  that  truth  takes.  Truth  is  also 
existential  and  is  related  to  the  more  per¬ 
sonal  and  social  dimensions  of  life.  Con¬ 
sider  this  illustration  from  Shake¬ 
speare’s  “As  You  Like  It":  “There  are 
tongues  in  trees,/  Books  in  the  running 
brooks,/  Sermons  in  stones/  And  good  in 
everything.”  The  literalist,  blind  to  the 
poetic  truth,  might  say  that  something  is 
wrong  here.  It  should  be:  “Trunks  in 
trees,/  Sermons  in  books,/  and  stones  in 
brooks."  Now  we  have  a  literal,  scienti¬ 
fic,  provable  truth;  but  we  have  lost  the 
existential  truth  in  the  process. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  original  quota¬ 
tion  had  been  in  the  Bible  instead  of  in 
Shakespeare,  some  would  be  speaking 
about  literally  talking  trees,  some  kind  of 
communication  floating  down  streams, 
and  messages  from  God  written  on  the 
stones.  The  profound  word  of  the  poetry 
would  be  lost  in  the  literalism. 

Bible  existential  truth 

Genesis,  as  much  of  the  Bible,  deals 
with  truth  at  the  existential  and  not  the 
factual  level.  It  is  more  true  rather  than 
less  because  it  is  sensitive  to  the  depth  di¬ 
mension  of  human  experience.  The  days 
of  creation,  Adam,  the  naming  of  the  ani¬ 
mals,  the  rib,  Eve,  the  tree,  the  fruit  and 
the  snake  placed  on  the  historical  or  sci¬ 
entific  plane  make  no  rational  sense.  In 
the  personal  and  social  dimension,  all  of 
these  express  profound  truths. 

So-called  creation  science  is  trying  to 
impose  the  category  of  scientific  truth  on 
Biblical  material.  This  does  an  injustice 
both  to  science  and  to  the  Bible.  Science 
requires  freedom  of  inquiry  in  the  search 
for  truth.  It  has  arrived  at  no  final  state 
of  perfection.  Science  is  a  process  that 
must  continue  without  the  shackles  of  re¬ 
ligious  authoritarianism.  The  Bible  is  a 
book  of  faith  that  deals  with  our  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  Creator  and  His  purposes 
for  both  human  community  and  the 
whole  created  order.  Let  us  keep  science 
in  the  classroom  and  the  classroom  free 
from  a  narrow  sectarian  perspective. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
George  M.  Ricker,  is  a  pastor  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  UMC  in  Austin,  Texas  (Southwest 
Texas  Conference). 


When  should  a  ‘hymnaU  become 
a  i hernal\  iournaV or  i itnaV ? 


By  ALVIS  M.  COLEMAN 

The  problem  of  inclusive  language  is 
being  dealt  with  in  all  areas  of  life.  One 
area,  however,  has  been  entirely  ne¬ 
glected  until  now:  the  name  of  the  collec¬ 
tions  of  the  songs  of  the  Christian  faith. 
They  are  always  called  hymnals.  As  a 
new  United  Methodist  songbook  is  devel¬ 
oped  between  now  and  1988,  this  long-ne¬ 
glected  concern  needs  to  be  included. 

Some  will  try  to  tell  you  that  the  word 
“hymn”  is  not  a  male  term.  It  is  used  on 
songs  written  by  Charles  Wesley  and 
Fannie  Crosby  and  others.  But  to  prove 
the  truth  of  my  thesis,  one  incident  in 
church  life  should  suffice.  One  Sunday  at 
an  evening  service  the  minister  in  charge 
asked  members  of  the  congregation  to 
pick  the  next  three  hymns.  A  young  lady 
with  eyes  aglow  popped  up  and  shouted 
“Goody!  I’ll  take  him,  and  him,  and 
him." 

What  shall  we  call  the  book  then?  I  sug¬ 
gest  that  if  we  insist  in  calling  our  main 
compilation  "The  Hymnal."  all  supple¬ 
ments  should  be  called  the  “Hernals.” 
Should  the  hymnal  be  combined  with  the 
supplements,  the  combination  should  be 
called  the  “Themnal."  The  “hymnal-her- 
nal"  would  be  a  little  awkward. 

Some  have  suggested  that  all  such 
problems  should  be  solved  by  using  neu¬ 
ter  terms.  The  hymnal  would  thus  be 
called  the  “Itnal.”  I  have  heard  some 
singing  so  slow,  so  lifeless  and  so  dull, 
that  it  must  have  come  from  a  neutered 
source  fit  only  for  an  atheist's  funeral  — 
all  dressed  up  and  no  place  to  go.  There 
are  hymn  tunes  in  our  book  fit  for  such 
occasions.  There  is  the  other  extreme  in 
our  world  of  so-called  modern  music:  so 
loud  and  tuneless  that  instant  death  on 
the  spot  and  burial  in  the  nearest  ditch  is 


MAKE  SURE  YOUR  CHURCH  ALWAYS  ORDERS  ENOUGH! 

Che  Upper  Room  alive  new  I  Christian  hom€ 
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the  only  fitting  answer.  This  type  is  not 
even  fit  for  an  “Itnal." 

There  is  one  other  side  of  the  problem 
of  inclusive  language  —  the  denomina¬ 
tional  titles.  There  are  those  who  for 
whatever  reason  have  become  ashamed 
of  being  United  Methodist.  “Our  book" 
should  no  longer  be  called  “The  United 
Methodist  Hymnal."  We  want  to  be  inclu¬ 
sive  and  call  it  simply  “The  Hymnal” 
and  so  it  is  printed  today.  Trouble  may 
arise,  however,  when  more  than  200  dif¬ 
ferent  denominations  print  “The  Hym¬ 
nal.” 

This  reminds  me  of  those  who  talk 
about  “The  University.”  My  usual  un¬ 
biased  reply  is  "Yes,  I  think  Southern 
Methodist  is  the  best  university  any¬ 
where  —  or  do  you  mean  UCLA  or  Ohio 
State?”  They  give  me  a  blank  stare  and 
mumble  something  about  "The  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Texas."  to  which  I  ask  “Do  you 
mean  the  one  at  Arlington  or  at  El 
Paso?" 

If  we  have  hundreds  of  “The  Hym¬ 
nals,”  “Hernals"  or  “Themnals,"  it 
seems  we  would  do  well  to  call  the  United 
Methodist  volume  “Ournals"  as  opposed 
to  “Theirnals."  Or  we  could  translate  all 
this  into  my  native  language  of  “East 
Texan”  and  call  it  the  “big  song  book." 

The  Rev.  Alvis  M.  Coleman  is  pastor  of 
St.  Mark's  UMC  in  Houston.  Texas  (Tex¬ 
as  Conference). 


HEAR  THE  WORD! 


Cassette  tapes  survey  the  entire  Bi¬ 
ble  by  a  master  teacher  New  1984 
series  by  Frank  Warden,  author  of 
Trinity  Bible  Studies  leads  you  in  a 
believer's  walk  through  Scripture.  Ex¬ 
cellent  for  teachers,  pastors, 
graduates  —  or  a  gift  to  yourself. 

Old  Testament  complete.  15  hours.  In 
beautiful  album  —  $40  New  Testa¬ 
ment.  $40  SPECIAL  OFFER  both 
albums  plus  free  NIV  Bible,  all  for 
$75.00  Send  to  Trinity  Bible  Studies. 

Box  25101.  Dallas.  TX  75225. 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 

Box  25101  •  Dallas,  TX  75225 
214-526-8498 
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United  Methodists  ready  Oriental  food  bazaar 

DENVER  —  Naoye  Suzuki  (left)  and  George  Oye  add  corn  starch  for  thickening  the  chow  mein  in  preparation  for 
an  Oriental  food  bazaar  at  Simpson  United  Methodist  Church  here.  The  700-member  Japanese  congregation  has 
sponsored  food  bazaars  for  30  years.  Last  year  3,500  persons  were  served. 

In  addition  to  chow  mein,  the  meal  will  include  beef  teriyaki,  white  steamed  rice,  pickled  cabbage,  green  tea  and 
fortune  cookies.  Japanese  delicacies  such  as  flavored  rice  and  rice  cakes  also  will  be  offered. 

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  CONFERENCE  UMR  PHOTO  BY  EDWIN  SIIIMABUKURO 

Controversial  fund’s  support  urged 
as  part  of  Southern  Africa  action 


No  ‘punitive  acts’  voted 

Delegates  take  ‘yes,  but .  .  approach  to  agencies 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BALTIMORE  —  Support  for  the  con¬ 
troversial  World  Council  of  Churches' 
Special  Fund  to  Combat  Racism  is  being 
encouraged  through  a  resolution  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  1984  General  Conference. 

Delegates  took  that  action  only  a  week 
after  the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  assured  the  church  that  “no  of¬ 
ferings,  either  regular  or  general,  taken 
in  our  churches"  have  been  used  to 
support  the  Special  Fund. 

That  situation  may  change  now  that 
the  church’s  official  position  recom¬ 
mends  that  “United  Methodists  and 
United  Methodist  agencies  and  institu¬ 
tions  encourage  the  study  and  financial 
support  for  the  Special  Fund  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches’  Program  to  Combat 
Racism." 

The  non-mandatory  request  does  not 
specify  whether  agencies  are  only  to  en¬ 
courage  congregations  and  individuals  to 
give  directly  to  the  Special  Fund  or  if  the 
resolution’s  “encouragement”  also  is  for 
the  agencies  to  give  directly,  perhaps  us¬ 
ing  undesignated  general  church  funds 
that  are  allotted  to  the  agencies. 

The  recommendation  for  supporting 
the  Special  Fund  is  contained  toward  the 
end  of  a  resolution  on  “Southern  Africa." 
It  was  written  months  earlier  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  ap¬ 
proved  by  General  Conference  without 
debate  on  the  final  night  of  the  two-week 
session. 

“Liberation”  grants  challenged 

The  Special  Fund  has  received  consid¬ 
erable  attention  during  recent  years 
from  news  media  and  groups  critical  of 
the  world  council  because  of  the  fund’s 
grants  to  liberation  groups  in  southern 
Africa. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
BALTIMORE  —  The  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference,  in  a  statement  on  “Global  Ra¬ 
cism,"  recommended  that  “explicit  ra¬ 
cism  in  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
relationship  with  its  employees"  be  ex¬ 
amined  at  six  special  convocations  during 
the  next  four  years. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
BALTIMORE  —  Refugees  from  vio¬ 
lence-torn  Central  America  received 
verbal  support  in  two  resolutions  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  1984  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  here  last  month. 

One  resolution  “requests"  that  United 
Methodist  congregations  provide  refu¬ 
gees  with  legal  assistance,  bail  bond 
funds,  food,  housing  and  medical  care, 
all  of  which  can  be  done  legally. 

General  Conference  delegates  were  a 
bit  more  cautious  when  it  came  to  sup¬ 
porting  “sanctuary"  for  refugees  who 
have  entered  the  United  States  illegally. 
Such  an  act  by  a  congregation  or  an  indi¬ 
vidual  is  a  violation  of  the  U.S.  immigra- 
.  tion  law,  government  officials  say. 

Delegates  in  the  Church  and  Society  leg¬ 
islative  committee  decided  against  en- 
'  couraging  congregations  to  violate  the 


WCC  officials  have  said  they  feel 
certain  —  but  cannot  guarantee  —  that 
the  grants  have  been  and  are  being  used 
for  humanitarian  purposes  as  intended, 
and  not  for  military  uses. 

Critics,  though,  have  charged  that  the 
money  at  times  has  supported  terrorist 
activities  of  the  liberation  groups.  That 
charge  received  broad  attention  in  early 
1983  on  a  “60  Minutes"  TV  broadcast. 

In  the  wake  of  the  public  uproar  follow¬ 
ing  the  broadcast,  the  Council  of  Bishops 
appointed  a  “review"  committee  to  look 
into  that  and  other  charges. 

Based  on  the  committee’s  report,  the 
bishops  issued  a  pastoral  letter  to  all 
United  Methodists  during  the  first  week 
of  General  Conference.  Among  other 
things,  it  said  there  is  no  evidence  that 
money  from  the  Special  Fund  has  been 
used  to  purchase  arms  or  that  undesig¬ 
nated  offerings  from  local  churches  have 
been  used  to  support  the  fund. 

SWAPO  also  supported 

The  new  statement  also  expresses  sup¬ 
port  for  SWAPO  (the  South  West  African 
People’s  Organization).  SWAPO  is  the 
major  political  party  in  Namibia  and  an 
army  fighting  for  the  nation’s  indepen¬ 
dence  from  South  Africa’s  occupation 
forces.  It  has  been  one  of  the  liberation 
movements  receiving  grants  from  the 
WCC’s  Special  Fund. 

The  General  Conference,  by  adopting 
the  resolution,  urged  United  Methodist 
agencies  and  individuals  to  pressure 
their  governments  to: 

•  support  SWAPO  in  Namibia ; 

•  oppose  any  kind  of  support  for  revolu¬ 
tionaries  in  Angola  ; 

•  reject  any  requirement  that  Cuban 
troops  have  to  leave  Angola  before  South 


The  new  resolution  recommends  that 
the  General  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  sponsor  a  national  convocation 
soon  to  look  at  the  church’s  racist  em¬ 
ployment  practices.  This  action  is  sug¬ 
gested  to  occur  soon. 

The  statement  also  asks  that  similar 
conferences  be  held  in  the  church’s  five 


law  by  declaring  their  buildings  as 
“sanctuaries"  for  illegally  entered  refu¬ 
gees  to  hide  from  law  enforcement  agents. 

Instead,  two  approved  resolutions 
pledge  the  denomination’s  support  to 
congregations  if  they  decide  to  provide 
“sanctuary." 

The  major  request  of  the  resolutions  is 
that  the  United  States  government 
change  its  immigration  policies  so  that 
refugees  from  Central  America  won't 
have  a  need  to  seek  illegal  harboring. 

The  General  Conference  resolutions  al¬ 
so  ask  the  U.  S.  government  to  grant 
“extended  voluntary  departure"  status 
to  Central  American  and  Caribbean  refu¬ 
gees.  If  granted,  that  would  mean  the  re¬ 
fugees  could  remain  in  the  United  States 
legally  until  the  danger  of  persecution 
and  random  violence  subsides  in  their 
homelands.  _  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Africa  will  give  independence  to  Nami¬ 
bia; 

•  support  United  Nations-supervised 
elections  in  Namibia  at  the  earliest  possi¬ 
ble  date; 

•  encourage  the  United  States  and 
Angola  to  begin  a  process  that  leads  to 
mutual  diplomatic  recognition. 

Boycotts  urged 

The  new  statement  encourages  United 
Methodist  agencies  and  individuals  to: 

•  support  efforts  to  boycott  sporting 
events  and  “cultural  personalities  which 
serve  to  affirm  the  apartheid"  of  South 
Africa ; 

•  close  accounts  with  —  and  withdraw 
funds  from  —  banks  doing  business  in 
South  Africa ; 

•  refrain  from  the  purchase,  sale  and 
promotion  of  the  “Krugerrand"  coin 
produced  in  South  Africa,  and 

•  pressure  governments  to  stop  corpor¬ 
ations  from  expanding  their  involvement 
in  the  South  African  economy. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


|  Bishop  hospitalized  | 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  Bishop  Ernest  T. 
Dixon  of  United  Methodism’s  San  An¬ 
tonio  Area  was  hospitalized  here  May  31 
following  discovery  of  what  his  doctor 
called  an  irregular  heart  beat  during  a 
routine  checkup. 

The  bishop's  secretary  said  he  will  be 
away  from  his  office  during  June,  with 
plans  to  return  in  July.  Arrangements 
were  being  made  for  another  bishop  to 
preside  over  the  Southwest  Texas  confer¬ 
ence  June  3-6  and  the  Rio  Grande  confer¬ 
ence  June  7-10. 


major  geographical  regions  (jurisdic¬ 
tions)  later. 

One  assignment  given  to  the  convoca¬ 
tions  is  to  determine  ways  to  “call  to  ac¬ 
countability"  individuals  and  groups  who 
maintain  and  encourage  discriminatory 
practices  within  their  congregations,  dis¬ 
tricts  and  conferences. 

The  General  Conference  resolution  — 
passed  without  debate  during  the  closing 
moments  of  the  conference  —  also  asks 
general  church  agencies  to  sponsor  a  dif¬ 
ferent  kind  of  convocation  for  members 
of  the  mass  media  in  the  United  States 
to  examine: 

•  racism  in  reporting  both  in  the  U.S. 
and  outside,  and 

•  racism  in  advertising. 

In  approving  these  measures,  dele¬ 
gates  called  on  general  church  agencies 
and  local  congregations  to  find  ways  to 
“free  all  people  from  the  domination  of 
Anglo-European  theologies"  through  the 
encouragement  of  using  “theologies  of 
ethnic  peoples." 

Among  many  racism  problems  "recog¬ 
nized"  by  the  statement  are : 

•  the  racism  of  the  welfare  system  in 
the  United  States; 

•  the  exploitation  of  the  world’s  re¬ 
sources  and  people  by  many  transnation¬ 
al  corporations  who  place  profit  before 
people; 

•  racist  actions  in  the  United  States  to¬ 
ward  refugees,  illegal  aliens  and  citizens 
who  are  black,  Hispanic,  Native  Amer¬ 
icans,  Asians  and  Pacific  Islanders. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

BALTIMORE  —  A  lot  was  said  at  the 
1984  General  Conference  about  the  dis¬ 
satisfaction  of  United  Methodists  “back 
home”  with  the  church’s  general  agen¬ 
cies. 

“Tens  of  thousands  of  persons  across 
our  church  are  waiting  to  see  if  this  con¬ 
ference  will  be  responsive  to  their  con¬ 
cerns  and  frustration  on  that  issue,”  said 
the  Rev.  Fay  J.  Cleveland  of  the  Western 
New  York  Annual  Conference  in  a  speech 
typical  of  many. 

But  when  they  stopped  talking  and 
started  voting,  the  majority  of  delegates 
last  month  decided  against  taking  puni¬ 
tive  actions  against  the  general  agencies, 
or  legislating  sweeping  changes. 

Accountability  stressed 

Delegates  did,  however,  approve 
numerous  actions  that  in  less  dramatic 
ways  further  specify  the  agencies'  ac¬ 
countability  and  remind  the  agencies  of 
the  limits  to  their  power. 

For  example,  added  to  "The  Book  of 
Discipline”  is  this  sentence:  “The  term 
‘general  agency’  does  not  and  is  not 
meant  to  imply  a  master-servant  or 
principal-agent  relationship  between 
such  a  body  and  the  General  Conference 
or  any  other  unit  of  the  denomination,  or 
the  denomination  as  a  whole." 

Delegates  approached  the  issue  of  the 
agencies  in  the  “yes,  but"  manner  that 
prevailed  throughout  the  conference, 
said  the  Rev.  William  B.  Oden,  head  of 
the  Oklahoma  conference  delegation. 

“The  General  Conference  said,  ‘Yes, 
we  support  the  work  of  our  general 
boards  and  agencies.  But  we  want  our 
bishops  to  speak  out  both  to  the  church 
and  society,  rather  than  have  church  em¬ 
ployees  in  middle-level  positions  in  the 
various  agencies  do  the  speaking  for  us,” 
Dr.  Oden  wrote  in  the  Oklahoma  confer¬ 
ence  edition  of  the  Reporter. 

Agencies  get  “wrist  slap”  plus 

When  Bishop  Edward  L.  Tullis  offered 
his  reflections  about  general  conference 
to  members  of  the  Memphis  and  Tennes¬ 
see  conferences  in  his  area,  he  wrote: 
"Frankly,  I  think  general  boards  and 
agencies  received  more  than  a  polite  slap 
on  the  wrist. 

“Bishop  Gerald  Kennedy  used  to  say 
that  every  General  Conference  has  a 
‘whipping  boy.’  This  time,  it  was  the 
general  boards.  Sometimes,  it  has  been 
the  bishops.  I’m  glad  I’m  retiring  before 
that  happens  again!"  playfully  added 
Bishop  Tullis  who  will  retire  this  sum¬ 
mer. 

Following  are  some  of  the  more  nota¬ 
ble  actions  taken  by  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  toward  the  general  agencies  which 
stimulated  these  “wrist  slap,"  “yes, 
but"  and  "whipping  boy"  evaluations." 

Consultation  strengthened 

Delegates  strengthened  the  require¬ 
ment  in  the  Discipline  that  general 
church  agencies  must  consult  with  con¬ 
ference  and  area  leaders  before  spending 
money  on  any  program  in  their  area. 

Previously,  Para.  817  of  the  “Disci¬ 
pline”  was  not  totally  clear  about  what 
was  meant  by  “consultation"  or  exactly 
who  should  be  consulted. 

This  became  evident  two  years  ago 
when  a  controversy  raged  in  Mississippi 
concerning  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  support  for  a  convicted 
mayor  and  community  activist  group  in 
Holmes  County. 

Delegates  amended  the  paragraph  to 
state  explicitly  that  the  consultation  is  to 
be  with  an  annual  conference’s  council 
director,  as  well  as  with  the  bishop  and 
the  conference  council  on  ministries. 

Casual  conversations  or  phone  calls 
don't  meet  the  test,  according  to  the  new 
language. 

General  agencies  now  are  told  that 
consultation  “requires  communication, 
including  written  documentation,  in 
which  each  party  reveals  plans  and 
intents  in  such  a  way  as  to  assure  dia¬ 
logue  and  mutual  awareness,  even  if  not 
agreement." 

On  the  question  of  who  has  authority 
over  the  church's  general  agencies  dur¬ 
ing  the  four  years  between  General  Con- 


Resolutions 
book  coming 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  Persons  who  want  to 
read  the  entire  texts  of  official  resolu¬ 
tions  on  social  issues  approved  by  the 
1984  United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence  can  order  them  in  a  book  to  be  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  United  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House  here. 

But  the  “Book  of  Resolutions"  will  not 
be  available  until  September,  a  publish¬ 
ing  house  spokeswoman  says. 

Persons  can  order  the  book  now  from 
their  local  Cokesbury  Bookstore  or  by 
writing  to  one  of  three  Cokesbury  Service 
Centers.  Their  addresses  are  201  8th  Ave. 
S,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202;  1661  N.  North¬ 
west  Highway,  Park  Ridge,  Ill.  60068; 
1635  Adrian  Rd..  Burlingame,  Calif. 
94010. 

The  “Book  of  Resolutions"  costs  $5.95, 
plus  $1.20  for  postage  and  handling  if  or¬ 
dered  by  mail. 

In  addition,  the  new  “Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline"  which  will  include  all  changes  in 
church  law  voted  at  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Baltimore  in  May  can  be  ordered 
for  $8.95.  The  price  of  both  books  if  pur¬ 
chased  together  is  $12.95.  It  is  expected  to 
be  ready  in  mid-September. 


ferences,  delegates  emphasized  the  role 
of  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

Para.  802  of  the  "Discipline”  has 
stated  that  the  agencies  are  “accounta¬ 
ble"  to  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
in  matters  pertaining  to  program  re¬ 
sponsibilities  given  by  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

Bishops’  “oversight”  emphasized 

That  language  continued.  But  dele¬ 
gates  added  a  sentence  stating:  “In  all 
matters  of  accountability.  Episcopal 
oversight  as  provided  in  Para.  524  is  as¬ 
sumed.”  Para.  524  states  that  the  Council 
on  Bishops  is  charged  with  general  over¬ 
sight  of  the  temporal  and  spiritual  affairs 
of  the  whole  church. 

Many  United  Methodists  from  time  to 
time  have  expressed  concern  about  the 
special  interest  groups  outside  the 
church  which  receive  funding  from  gen¬ 
eral  church  agencies. 

By  previous  General  Conference 
action,  the  agencies  have  had  to  provide 
a  financial  disclosure  statement  to  any¬ 
body  who  requests  it.  The  disclosure  lists 
all  grants  to  outside  groups  —  about  $40 
million  to  2,300  entities  over  the  last  three 
years  (see  UMR,  Apr.  27). 

Despite  complaints  from  some  agency 
leaders  about  the  time  and  expense  re¬ 
quired  to  produce  the  disclosure  state¬ 
ment,  delegates  didn't  back  away  from 
that  requirement. 

Instead,  delegates  added  requirements 
that  will  make  it  easier  for  an  inquiring 
individual  to  research  the  nature  of  some 
of  the  groups  getting  grants.  The  agen¬ 
cies’  lists  now  must  include  the  full  name 
of  the  groups  rather  than  the  abbreviated 
names  and  acronyms  that  have  been 
common  in  the  disclosure  reports. 

In  addition,  the  address  of  a  group 
must  be  provided  if  requested  by  an  in¬ 
quirer. 

Religious  rights  action  directed 

Delegates  took  another  action  aimed  at 
addressing  an  often-stated  criticism  that 
United  Methodist  agencies  —  partic¬ 
ularly  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  —  do 
not  speak  up  for  people  whose  human 
rights  are  being  violated  by  left-wing 
governments,  as  contrasted  to  some  out¬ 
spokenness  on  abuses  by  right-wing  gov¬ 
ernments. 

General  Conference,  in  a  resolution  on 
“Religious  Freedom,"  directed  general 
agencies  to  apply  “a  single  standard  of 
human  rights  and  religious  freedom  to 
all  societies,  irrespective  of  their  politi¬ 
cal  coloration."  Silent  diplomacy  alone  is 
not  enough  and  must  be  accompanied  by 
“open  testimony,"  the  resolution  states. 

Agencies  are  told  that  their  guideline 
should  be:  "We  understand  why  church 
representatives  from  totalitarian  coun¬ 
tries  are  at  times  forced  to  advocate  the 
policies  of  their  governments.  But  we 
will  be  forthright  in  criticizing  the 
governments  that  impose  such  demands 
on  our  sisters  and  brothers." 

The  agencies  also  are  advised  that  they 
shall  advocate  the  same  kinds  of  actions 
from  ecumenical  agencies,  such  as  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  where  UM 
agency  staff  have  considerable  in¬ 
fluence. 

Election  autonomy  spurned 

An  effort  by  the  church’s  general  pro¬ 
gram  agencies  to  gain  more  autonomy 
was  spurned  by  delegates,  who  retained 
the  requirement  that  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  elect  the  chief  executive  of 
each  agency. 


UM  layman  takes  drama  to  jails 

During  his  four-month  sentence  in  a 
La  Veta,  Colo.,  jail,  on  a  misdemean¬ 
or  charge,  Lonnie  Hodge  knew  he 
would  return. 

Two  years  later,  in  February  1984, 
he  was  back  behind  bars,  but  this  time 
with  a  one-man  prison  ministry 
drama. 

“Jail  was  a  scary,  ugly  exper¬ 
ience,"  said  the  30-year-old  United 
Methodist  layman.  “The  religious  ele¬ 
ment  there  —  mainly  visits  by  travel¬ 
ing  evangelists  —  was  not  as  effective 
as  it  could  have  been.  While  in  jail  I 
vowed  to  return  and  help  the  situa¬ 
tion.” 

Mr.  Hodge,  a  trained  actor  with  a 
professional  theatrical  career  of  11 
years,  considers  himself  a  “mission¬ 
ary  actor"  because  of  how,  where  and 
why  he  acts.  Prior  to  his  vow  to  enter 
prison  ministry,  Mr.  Hodge  worked 
with  theatrical  productions  in  Texas, 
Washington  state  and  Germany.  He 
performs  in  local  churches  as  well  as 
in  jails. 

His  current  one-man  production, 
“The  Ninety-Five  Theses,"  depicts 
major  events  in  the  life  of  the  Refor¬ 
mation  leader,  Martin  Luther.  He  se¬ 
lected  Luther  because  of  Luther’s  sig¬ 
nificant  impact  on  Methodist  founder 
John  Wesley. 

Although  the  two-scene,  55-minute 
docu-drama  has  limited  costumes  and 
scenery,  one  Colorado  newspaper  the¬ 
ater  critic  wrote,  "The  show  easily 
achieves  its  ministerial  objectives." 

"I  have  performed  in  many  jails 
and  prisons,  and  the  positive  response 
the  drama  receives  from  inmates  is 
amazing,"  he  continued.  “They  con¬ 
stantly  see  and  hear  traveling  evan¬ 
gelists,  but  drama  is  different,  and  it 
perks  them  up.  I  have  even  gotten 
them  to  perform  religious  skits." 

By  trade  Mr.  Hodge,  a  member  of 
La  Veta  UMC,  manages  a  Christian 


The  agencies  had  sought  the  authority 
to  choose  their  own  chiefs  autonomously. 

Delegates  also  voted  to  end  the  right  of 
agencies  to  elect  additional  directors  to 
the  boards  of  their  divisions.  The  effect  of 
their  action  is  to  limit  the  director  func¬ 
tion  to  people  elected  by  and  from  the  de¬ 
nomination's  five  U.S.  jurisdictional 
regional  conferences  in  the  U.S.  and  its 
overseas  conferences. 

However,  the  General  Conference 
declined  to  prohibit  staff  members  and 
directors  of  the  agencies  (who  have  been 
elected  as  delegates)  from  serving  on 
General  Conference  legislative  commit¬ 
tees  which  consider  legislation  affecting 
the  very  agency  from  which  they  come. 

Non-agencv  petitions  to  be  printed 

In  a  move  to  give  more  visibility  and 
weight  to  legislative  proposals  from  an¬ 
nual  conferences  and  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ferences,  delegates  voted  that  those  pro¬ 
posals  will  be  published  in  the  workbook 
that  is  sent  to  delegates  prior  to  each 
General  Conference.  The  1984  workbook 
totaled  1,080  pages. 

Petitions  from  the  general  agencies 
have  been  printed  in  the  workbook  in  full 
so  delegates  would  have  time  to  study 
those  proposals  which  traditionally  have 
been  more  likely  to  be  approved  than 
proposals  from  other  bodies  and  indivi¬ 
duals. 

Petitions  from  annual  and  jurisdic¬ 
tional  conferences  have  been  listed  only 
by  title  in  a  booklet  given  to  delegates 
after  they  arrive  at  General  Conference. 

In  the  future,  all  delegates  will  be  able 
to  read  the  full  proposals  from  confer¬ 
ences  alongside  those  from  agencies. 

More  than  250  of  the  1,000  delegates  to 
Baltimore  were  either  board  members  or 
staff  members  of  the  general  agencies. 

Nonetheless,  their  numbers  and  efforts 
weren't  enough  to  stop  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  as  a  whole  from  : 

•  Turning  down  the  "missional  pri¬ 
ority"  proposal  from  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries. 

•  Rejecting  the  General  Board  of  High¬ 
er  Education  and  Ministry’s  recommen¬ 
dation  for  changing  the  definition  of  the 
church’s  clergy.  And  a  new  study  was 
called  for  under  the  auspices  not  of  that 
board,  but  of  the  council  of  Bishops 

•  Putting  a  four-year  ceiling  on  fund¬ 
ing  increases  to  the  program  agencies. 

•  Cutting  by  79  percent  the  money  re¬ 
quested  by  the  General  Commission  on 
Communications  for  a  new  telecom¬ 
munications  program. 

•  Setting  up  a  committee  to  study  the 
church’s  mission  ( a  task  usually  overseen 
in  large  part  by  the  General  Board  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries)  but  not  letting  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  supervise  the  study. 
Instead,  the  study  will  be  overseen  by  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  and  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

Youth  service 
projects  funded 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The  Youth 
Service  Fund,  administered  by  United 
Methodism’s  National  Youth  Ministry 
Organization,  has  awarded  more  than 
$100,000  for  27  youth-oriented  projects 
approved  recently  by  the  organization’s 
steering  committee 

The  projects  to  be  funded  this  year 
include  several  developed  by  and  for 
youth  from  the  four  ethnic  minority 
groups  represented  in  United  Methodism 


bookstore.  He  often  travels  and 
performs  his  drama  free  because 
groups  that  are  really  interested  can¬ 
not  afford  to  pay  him.  He  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  this  practice  has  put  him 
several  thousand  dollars  in  debt. 

To  offset  the  debt,  Mr.  Hodge  is  sell¬ 
ing  videotapes  of  his  performance  for 
$30.  He  suggests  that  the  tapes  be  used 
as  a  Christian  education  or  outreach 
tool  and  says  individuals  or  churches 
can  sponsor  copies  to  be  sent  to 
prisons  or  jails. 

Looking  ahead,  Mr.  Hodge  antici¬ 
pates  that  his  next  one-man  show  will 
depict  the  life  of  the  apostle  Paul. 
"Paul  is  the  perfect  messenger  to  in¬ 
mates.  He’s  the  guy  who  murdered 
Christians  and  then  changed  into  one 
on  the  road  to  Damascus.  The  time  is 
now  for  some  changes  in  prisons.  The 
inmates  are  ripe  for  change.  " 

-  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 


Lonnie  Hodge 


J 


Studies  of  racism  in  church  asked 


Central  America  refugees 
supported  by  Conference 
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Baritone  excels  in  Wesley  hymns 

Bicentennial  solo  album  attempts  ‘new  color’  in  Methodist  songs 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

BALTIMORE  —  Steven  Kimbrough, 
the  United  Methodist  minister  who 
roused  the  crowd  with  his  rich-sounding 
baritone  voice  at  the  Bicentennial  “Fes¬ 
tival  200”  pageant  during  the  1984  Gener¬ 
al  Conference,  says  he  “is  out  to  shoot 
new  life  into  the  veins  of  Charles 
Wesley's  music." 

Mr.  Kimbrough's  recently  released 
album,  “Hymns  of  Charles  Wesley,”  is  a 
specially  commissioned  project  featur¬ 
ing  16  songs  written  by  the  father  of 
Methodism’s  musical  history  and  issued 
now  to  commemorate  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  Bicentennial. 

The  familiar  words  to  the  Wesley 


THE  REV.  STEVEN  KIMBROUGH 
.  .  .  attempting  to  pump  new  blood  into 
the  life  of  Charles  Wesley’s  hvmns 


hymns  are  all  there,  but  Mr.  Kimbrough 
says  he  has  sought  to  give  them  “new- 
color"  with  innovative  use  of  harps, 
guitars  and  piano. 

The  words  of  Charles  Wesley's  poetry- 
are  dateless,  he  said,  but  the  music 
needed  revitalizing. 

Wesley  wrote  over  6,000  poems  during 
his  81-year  lifetime.  “He's  probably  the 
most  published  poet  in  the  world  next  to 
Shakespeare,"  Mr.  Kimbrough  said. 

Wesley’s  poetry  has  been  converted 
into  hymns  that  appear  in  almost  every 
Christian  hymnal  today  regardless  of  de¬ 
nomination,  he  said. 

An  avid  admirer  of  Wesley’s  message- 
in-poetry,  the  47-year-old  minister  said 
that  because  of  the  Bicentennial,  people 
are  taking  a  renewed  interest  in  Wesley¬ 
an  theology.  “I  think  our  new  arrange¬ 
ments  help  people  think  about  Wesley's 
poetry  in  a  new  way,"  he  said. 

Mr.  Kimbrough  recorded  the  album 
last  year  while  serving  as  artist  in  resi¬ 
dence  at  Scarritt  College  in  Nashville,  a 
United  Methodist  graduate  school  of 
church  music  and  mission  service.  It  is 
being  distributed  to  churches  for  $5  each. 
But  many  churches  are  using  it  as  a  fund 
raising  effort,  selling  the  album  for  up  to 
$10  and  putting  the  profit  toward  library 
and/or  mission  projects. 

Although  the  Wesley  hymns  album  was 
intended  initially  to  be  the  official  Bicen¬ 
tennial  commemorative  album,  Mr. 
Kimbrough  explained  that  it  has  been 
lauded  additionally  as  a  teaching  tool  on 
church  history. 

Almost  1,000  churches  have  ordered 
copies  of  the  album. 

Mr.  Kimbrough's  family  pitched  in  on 
the  project.  His  son  Tim,  26,  a  soon-to-be- 
ordained  Episcopal  priest,  arranged  the 
music  for  "Come,  Thou  Long  Expected 
Jesus,"  and  Mr.  Kimbrough's  sister, 
Mary  K.  Jackson,  arranged  five  other 
songs  on  the  album. 

Before  the  Bicentennial  celebration. 


Clear  articulation  marks 
Kimbrough’s  interpretations 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

Churchmanship  and  musicianship 
come  across  in  virtually  equal  measure 
in  the  official  Bicentennial  commemora¬ 
tive  album  of  Charles  Wesley  songs  (see 
details  in  preceding  story ) . 

The  singer,  the  Rev.  Stephen  Kim¬ 
brough,  is  a  well-schooled  baritone  solo¬ 
ist.  His  articulation  of  Wesley’s  words  — 
the  familiar  as  well  as  the  obscure  —  is 
remarkable  because  he  seems  to  know 
what  the  words  are  trying  to  say.  His 
rhythmic  sense  alongside  a  variety  of 
clever  and  compelling  instrumental  ac¬ 
companiments  is  exemplary. 


What  is  not  so  admirable  is  Mr.  Kim¬ 
brough's  occasional  tendency  to  slide, 
vocally,  from  one  note  or  phrase  to 
another.  This  may  be  forgivable  back 
home  for  an  unschooled  local  church 
soloist,  but  Mr.  Kimbrough  might  have 
applied  more  old-fashioned  Methodist 
discipline  to  his  vocal  chords  at  some 
points. 

Taken  in  total,  though,  his  revival  of 
Wesley  hymns  in  new  and  catchy  form  is 
a  valuable  addition,  expressed  in  modem 
recorded-music  media,  to  the  current 
emphasis  on  Methodist  history.  Mr.  Kim¬ 
brough  has  given  us  several  songs  —  and 
singings  —  to  remember. 


CLASSIFIED 


PERKINS  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY  SEEKS  A 
DIRECTOR  of  Continuing  Education  Ph.D  or 
equivalent  required.  Responsibilities  include 
planning  and  implementation  of  programs  in 
continuing  education  for  laypersons  and  clergy, 
supervision  of  Doctor  of  Ministry  Program.  Salary 
negotiable.  Apply  to  Dean.  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  SMU.  Dallas.  TX  75275  not  later  than  July 
1 . 1964  SMU  is  an  affirmative  action  employer 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR  OF 
CHILDREN'S  Ministries  Church  of  2,600  members 
in  south  Denver  suburb,  seeking  person  with  degree 
in  Christian  education  or  equivalent  and  at  least  two 
years  experience  in  children's  programming  Salary 
negotiable  Contact:  Rev  Allen  Simons.  1313  West 
Shepperd.  Littleton.  CO  80120.  Phone  <  303)  794-6379 


S85.000.  16  ACRES  PINEY  HILLTOP  View  3,000  sq 
ft.  home  &  cottage.  Comm,  water  REA  power  Near 
Tyler.  Ideal  church  retreat.  ( 214 1  636-4145  Owner 


FOR  SALE  A.B  Dick  Copier.  3  years  old.  S600  00  or 
best  offer  Some  extra  parts  and  supplies  included. 
Call  First  UMC.  Katy.  TX  (713)  391-2121 


MINISTER/DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH. 
RESPONSIBLE  for  full-time  youth  program  for 
suburban  church  of  1,500  members.  Resume  to  Jan 
Shockley,  King’s  Way  UMC.  2400  Fritts  Lane, 
Springfield.  MO  65804 


PART  TIME  VISITATION  PERSON/PASTOR  -  to 
plan/ implement  full  visitation  program  for  350- 
family  church  Tampa  Bay  area.  Ministerial  respon¬ 
sibility  not  required.  Flexible  20  hours.  $4,500 
annually  Resume  by  7-1-84  to  Dept  P.  Box  221076. 
Dallas.  TX  75222 


NEEDED:  MUSIC/ YOUTH  DIRECTOR  Handley 
UMC  (1.300  members  i .  2929  Forest.  Ft  Worth.  TX 
76112.  (817)  451-4321.  $12,000  minimum  (negotiable 
based  on  experience  > 


ORGANIST:  Part-time  position  available  August, 
1984  Four  manual  61-rank  Moller  pipe  organ 
Membership  2800  Worship  service  televised.  For 
June.  1964,  audition,  contact  Edla  Hilts.  First  UMC, 
330  N.  Broadway.  Wichita.  KS  67202  Phone  (316 1  267- 
6244 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC,  1,450  member  congregation 
in  growing  community  near  Disney  World  and 
Orlando,  multiple  staff,  strong  choir  program, 
supervision  of  entire  music  program,  salary 
negotiable  Send  resume  and  references  to  Robert  H. 
Fox.  First  UMC.  P.O.  Box  669,  Kissimmee.  FL  37242- 


HGLY  LAND.  EGYPT.  GREECE  16  DAYS  $2,198 
All-inclusive  from  Houston.  Sept  21.  Anthony 
Webster.  Westminister  UMC.  5801  San  Felipe  Road. 
Houston,  TX  77057  '  713  )  782-7750,461-3099. 


CASSETTE  LIBRARY  CATALOG  Send  $2  to  The 
Word  of  Life  Cassette  Library.  P.O  Box  696. 
Shattuck.  OK  73838  for  a  catalog  of  over  2.500 
cassettes  for  loan  by  a  variety  of  speakers  over  a 
wide  range  of  subjects 


1984  DODGE  MAXIVAN.  V-8  4.000  MILES.  F/R  AC 
Warranty.  Carpeted.  Customized  for  either 
commercial  or  individual.  $14,750  Call  (817 1  334- 
0450  Hope  For  Africa  Ministnes.  P.O.  Box  895,  Fort 
Worth,  TX. 


OLD  AND  RARE  METHODIST  BOOKS  for  sale 

Write  for  lists  Also  buying  Methodist  preachers 
libraries  or  individual  books  Zimmerman,  4219 
Colony  East  Drive.  Stone  Mountain.  GA  30083 


NEW  OKLAHOMA  VOLUNTEERS-IN-MISSION 
Handbook.  $2.50.  84  pages  caring  projects,  sources, 
how-to's,  compiled  by  Larry  Eisenberg.  Conference 
Office.  2420  N  Blackw elder.  Oklahoma  City.  OK 
73106 


FOR  SALE  MURPHY.  N.C.  AREA  Two  log  cabins, 
completely  furnished.  Beautiful  views  Rock 
fireplaces.  R-29  insulation,  double-paned  windows, 
doors  East  terms  Owner  financing  —  20  years  Rt 
1 .  Box  237-A.  Mineral  Bluff  GA  30559  (  404  >  374-6818 


WANTED  Church  management  software 
i  treasurer  s  reports,  etc  . »  for  Apple  He  computer 
Must  be  reasonably  priced  (Rev  W  G  Mullinax. 
3629  Southcrest  Bi vd  Lakeland.  FL  33803  - 


FOR  RENT  -  OUR  MOUNTAIN  HOME  on  large 
acreage  adjoining  Y  M  C  A  Conference.  Estes  Park. 
Colorado  Completely  furnished  Sleeps  8  Harold 
Case.  6070  Brentwood  St  .Arvada,  CO  80004 


AN  UNFORGETTABLE  16-DAY  TRIP  (directed  by 
Educational  Opportunities)  to  Sweden.  Norway. 
Finland,  and  Russia  begins  Aug  5,  1985  Contact 
Tour  Host  Dr  Clair  Lundberg.  First  UMC.  3916  Old 
William  Penn  Highway,  Murrysville,  PA  15668  for 
information.  Reservations  are  limited 

SPRING  through  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES  near 
Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view  Completely 
furnished  efficiencies  $125  week.  $400  four  weeks. 
Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)627-6067 

USED  CHURCH  PEWS,  solid  wood,  excellent 

condition  26  •  14'  long.  11  •  18'  long.  Contact  (505) 
397-7777 

GATLINBURG  CHALET  VACATION  or  RETREAT 
RENTAL  -  sleeps  16  in  beds,  4  BR,  24  bath,  modern 
kitchen,  central  H&A.  fireplace,  TV.  video  movies, 
spectacular  view  Smokey  Mountains.  As  little  as 
SlO/person  Free  brochure  Chamberlains.  4305 
McCampbell  Ln..  Knoxville,  TN  37918.  (615  )  688-5506. 

MODULAR  CLASSROOM  FACILITY  14  x  66 
includes  4  separate  classrooms  and  separate  doors, 

4  bath,  kitchen  area,  all  electric  heating  and  A/C 
units  Paneled  interior,  wood  stained  exterior.  (314) 
822-2115. 

RAISING  A  RESPONSIBLE  CHILD  Practical  steps 
to  successful  family  relationships.  An  uncommonly 
good  cassette  tape.  $12.95  each  plus  $1.00  p.h  'Calif 
residents  add  78 <  tax. )  Send  check,  m  o..  V/MC  No. 
Cassette  Concepts.  P.O  Box  1248.  Grover  City.  CA 
93433 

SUMMER  RENTAL.  Newly  Furnished  Cottage  near 
Lake  Junaluska.  NC.  2  bedrooms.  14  baths. 
Mountain  view,  three  directions  $225  00  per  week  — 
less  by  month  H  M.  Blanton.  738  Harbor  Island. 
Clearwater.  FL 33515.  (813  )  447-1295 

CHOIR  ROBES  AVAILABLE:  30  men/women,  red 
with  reversible  yellow/white  stoles.  Given  away  to 
first  caller/writer.  Asbury  First  UMC.  1050  East 
Ave  .  Rochester.  NY  14607.  (716)  271-1050. 

NEED  A  FUND  RAISER'’  Publish  a  group  cookbook. 
Free  brochure,  estimates.  We  also  specialize  in 
church  and  family  histories  Sanders  Printing.  Box 
160- M2.  Garretson.  SD 57030.  (605)  594-3427 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest”’  Write 
UMDF.  Room  303B.  475  Riverside  Drive,  NY.  NY 
10115. 

PARAGRAPH  REPRINTS  of  the  METHODIST 
EPISCOPAL  Discipline  of  1798,  which  contain  the 
explanatory  notes  on  Methodist  polity  written  by 
Thomas  Coke  and  Francis  Asbury,  can  be  purchased 
for  ten  dollars,  including  postage  Mail  order  and 
check  to  Institute  for  the  Study  of  Methodism  at 
Garrett -Evangelical  Theological  Seminary-.  2121 
Sheridan  Rd  ,  Evanston.  IL  60201 

THREE  OCTAVE  SET  of  Petit  &  Fritsen  Dutch 
Handbells  with  three  new  cases  First  UMC  ( 214 1  893- 
6514.  Sherman.  TX. 

METHODIST  BICENTENNIAL  SYMBOL  Portfolio 
of  four  graphs,  varying  sizes,  for  stitchery,  latch 
hook  $5.  Circuit  Rider  on  hand  marked  =10  needle¬ 
point  canvas,  8x15 with  instructions  (yarn,  needle 
not  included)  $14.  Still  available  UM  Symbol 
Portfolio  nine  stitchery  projects  $7  Money 
promptly  refunded  if  you're  not  satisfied  (Minn 
residents  add  6%  tax)  Nancy  Designs.  11036-R  Trail 
West.  Bloomington.  MN  53437 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  WITH  THE  UM 
Insigne  The  standard  6  ft.  cross  is  2  inch  square 
aluminum,  in  black,  silver,  gold  or  bronze  Custom 
sizes  available  The  flame  is  fire  red  polyurethane 
paint  on  1/8  inch  aluminum  Mounting  brackets 
included  Inquire  of  Cross  and  Flame  Insigne.  P.O 

Box  157.  Amberg.  WI 54102. 

BUYING  COINS  Coin  Collections.  Accumulations, 
estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection  Bank  and  legal  references  7  Whooping 
Crane.  Rockport.  TX  78382 

WANTED  FULI^TIME  Director  of  Music  Ministries 
for  2.700  member  United  Methodist  Church  in 
western  suburb  of  Chicago  There  are  nine  choirs 
and  400  people  in  choir  program  which  is  an  integral 
part  of  a  dynamic  church  program  Send  for  full  job 
description  to  the  Rev  Fred  Conger.  First  UMC.  1032 
Maple.  Downers  Grove.  IL  60515 

Mr.  Kimbrough,  dressed  in  a  continental- 
style  double  breasted  tuxedo,  relaxed  in 
his  dressing  room.  Nearby,  the  official 
banner  that  hung  over  General  Confer¬ 
ence  proceedings  was  emblazoned  with 
John  Wesley’s  famous  words:  “The 
World  is  My  Parish." 

Mr.  Kimbrough  leaned  back,  ran  his 
hand  through  his  salt  and  pepper  hair 
and  smiled.  He  knew  what  John  Wesley 
must  have  meant. 

For  the  last  20  years  he  has  sung  on 
stages  across  Europe,  South  America 
and  the  United  States.  He  has  also  gone 
on  an  archaeological  dig  in  Israel  and  the 
Middle  East  and  taught  in  a  Christian 
seminary  behind  the  Iron  Curtain. 

The  Alabama  native  said  he  is  con¬ 
vinced  there  is  more  than  one  way  to 
spread  the  Christian  Gospel. 

After  graduating  from  Duke  Divinity 
School  and  getting  his  doctorate  in  theol¬ 
ogy  from  Princeton  University,  Mr.  Kim¬ 
brough,  his  wife,  Sarah,  and  their  four 
school-age  sons  moved  to  Bonn,  West 
Germany,  where  he  served  as  European 
executive  secretary  for  Christian  Arts, 
Inc.,  a  traveling  arts  company  that  puts 
on  plays  and  musicals  translating  the 
gospel  into  contemporary  life. 

Mr.  Kimbrough  had  been  singing  with 
various  European  opera  companies  be¬ 
fore  moving  there  and  soon  landed  addi¬ 
tional  roles  in  London.  Vienna,  Hamburg 
and  Barcelona.  He  released  seven  al¬ 
bums  in  various  languages  (he  speaks 
six)  and  starred  in  two  major  musicals 
for  TV  in  Austria  and  West  Germany. 

Juggling  a  ministry  (he  served  as  in¬ 
terim  pastor  at  the  American  Church  in 
Bonn),  his  opera  appearances,  Christian 
Arts  and  his  family  while  living  in  a  for¬ 
eign  culture  likely  was  the  glue  that  kept 
his  family  so  close,  he  says.  “When  we 
lived  in  Europe  .  .  .  there  wasn’t  any  Lit¬ 
tle  League  or  Boy  Scouts  or  other  extra 
activities  to  get  in  the  way.  We  had  to 
lean  on  each  other.” 

A  member  of  the  North  Alabama  Annu¬ 
al  Conference,  Mr.  Kimbrough  served  lo¬ 
cal  churches  for  13  years  in  Alabama, 
North  Carolina  and  New  Jersey  before 
going  to  Europe. 

During  the  European  stint,  he  was 
asked  to  teach  Old  Testament  in  Yugo¬ 
slavia,  at  the  first  Christian  seminary  to 
open  behind  the  Iron  Curtain  since  World 
Warll. 

Teaching  at  the  seminary  was  a  spirit¬ 
ual  highlight  of  Mr.  Kimbrough's  Euro¬ 
pean  career,  he  said.  “The  students  were 
working  against  all  odds,"  he  said,  and 
witnessing  their  commitment  and  deter¬ 
mination  was  humbling. 

Throughout  his  life,  music  and  the 
church  have  gone  hand  in  hand.  His 
father  was  a  Methodist  minister  and  his 

Black  students 
spend  summer 
‘selling’  schools 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  More 
leadership  opportunities,  a  sense  of 
family,  tradition,  and  financial  assist¬ 
ance  were  all  among  the  reasons  that 
five  students  chose  to  attend  United 
Methodist-related  black  colleges. 

These  five  will  be  sharing  their  stories 
this  summer  with  local  congregations, 
district  meetings  and  annual  conferences 
as  ambassadors  promoting  the  Black 
College  Fund. 

Student  ambassadors  have  promoted 
the  black  colleges  for  four  years. 

Lina  McCord,  director  of  the  program, 
told  United  Methodist  News  Service  that 
the  students  have  been  successful  in 
sharing  their  stories  across  the  church  to 
rally  support  for  the  historically  black 
colleges.  United  Methodists  have  given 
$5,656,189  through  the  Black  College 
Fund. 

The  students,  in  an  interview  with 
UMNS.  had  little  trouble  extolling  their 
respective  schools.  Being  a  student  at  an 
all-women,  predominantly  black  college 
provides  many  opportunities  for 
personal  growth,  says  Josefa  Bethea,  19, 
an  accounting  major  at  Bennett  College, 
Greensboro,  N.  C. 

Jerome  Bussey  of  Detroit  and  Ronald 
Topping  of  Bronx,  N.Y.,  both  expressed 
pleasure  and  surprise  at  all  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  available  to  black  people  at 
southern  black  colleges.  Mr.  Topping,  25, 
first  earned  an  associate’s  degree  from 
Morristown  (Tenn.)  College.  He  is  a 
senior  at  Philander  Smith  College,  Little 
Rock  Ark. 

Mr.  Bussey,  21,  and  his  15  brothers  and 
sisters  were  reared  by  their  grand¬ 
mother.  After  high  school,  he  saw  no  way 
to  afford  college  and  entered  a  police 
department  training  program.  However, 
his  minister,  an  alumnus  of  Rust  College, 
offered  to  help  Jerome  get  accepted  at 
Rust. 

"Rust  offered  me  a  scholarship  and  an 
opportunity  to  pursue  my  dreams,"  said 
Mr  Bussey,  21,  “As  a  kid  from  the  north 
I  had  grown  up  with  certain  stereotypes 
about  blacks  in  the  South.  But  I  soon 
learned  that  many  of  our  greatest 
leaders  lived  in  the  South  and  lots  of 
them  attended  black  United  Methodist 
schools  There’s  a  lot  of  history  behind 
the  black  colleges." 

Audrey  Roberts,  21,  a  sinewy  athlete 
from  Dawson.  Ga.,  had  several  offers  to 
attend  college  on  basketball  scholar¬ 
ships.  Several  schools  had  outstanding 
athletic  programs,  but  no  campus  could 
match  "the  warm,  family  feeling  at 
Paine,"  she  said. 

Natasha  Roberts  of  New  Orleans, 
had  no  trouble  selecting  Dillard  Univer¬ 
sity.  "My  parents  both  went  there." 


mother  was  a  concert  pianist. 

After  practicing  both,  he  said  “I  never 
saw  pulpit  ministry  as  a  tug  of  war  with 
music  ministry." 

He  leaves  this  month  for  performances 
in  West  Germany  and  Luxemburg  where 
he’ll  record  "I  Am  The  Way"  —  written 
by  Metropolitan  Opera  star  and  active 
evangelical  layman  Jerome  Hines. 

In  August  he'll  appear  at  the  World 
Methodist  Camp  Meeting  in  Ocean 
Grove,  N.J.  (where  he  once  served  as 
youth  minister).  Between  appearances, 
he’s  traveling  across  the  U.S.  giving  con¬ 
certs  in  churches  and  on  retreats  —  com¬ 
bining  his  music  with  teaching  about  the 
history  of  the  church. 

Churches  can  buy  the  album  singly  or 
in  bulk  through  Gurtman  and  Murtha 
Associates,  162  W.  56th  St.,  New  York, 
NY  10019. 
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Missionary  upbringing 
didn’t  prepare  teacher 
for  beating ,  robbery 


BICENTENNIAL  SOLOIST 
.  .  .  presents  hymns  with  new 
arrangements 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BINGA,  Zimbabwe  —  John  Eisenberg 
grew  up  as  the  son  of  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  in  Rhodesia  (now  Zimbabwe). 

But  that  did  not  prepare  him  for  what 
happened  in  mid-March. 

Now  a  school  principal  in  Zimbabwe, 
Mr.  Eisenberg,  33,  was  lying  face  down 
on  the  dirt  floor  of  his  crude  three-room 
school  with  his  two  teachers. 

And  he  was  praying. 

Two  thieves  were  standing  over  them, 
shouting  obscenities  and  stripping  them 
of  their  valuables  —  three  watches,  a 
tape  recorder  with  religious  tapes,  Mr. 
Eisenberg’s  wallet  and  a  camera. 

"I  prayed  God  would  bind  any  spirit  of 
hatred  or  hurt  which  might  prompt  them 
to  injure  anyone,"  Mr.  Eisenberg  wrote 
his  parents  (the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Larry 
Eisenberg  of  Douglas  Boulevard  UMC  in 
Midwest  City,  Okla.)  after  the  ordeal 
that  left  him  penniless  and  with  a 
cracked  rib. 

"His  rib  is  healing  and  he  seems  in  ex¬ 
cellent  spirits,"  Helen  Eisenberg  said  in 
a  telephone  interview.  "It  was  tragic,  but 
it  has  been  the  means  of  getting  attention 
to  some  of  his  needs,”  she  said. 

The  younger  Mr.  Eisenberg  has  been  in 
Zimbabwe  for  two  years  as  a  contract 
worker  for  the  government  —  teaching 
and  building  the  school  —  where  260 
children  attend  school. 

He’s  faced  with  the  usual  hardships  of 
life  in  a  relatively  primitive  region  of 
Africa:  no  electricity;  starving,  pot¬ 
bellied  children  too  hungry  to  learn,  and 
outdoor  toilets  often  invaded  by  scor¬ 
pions  and  snakes. 

Nonetheless,  Mr.  Eisenberg  is  con¬ 
vinced  his  work  is  blessed  by  God,  his 
mother  said. 

He  desperately  needed  transportation, 
and  friends  of  his  family  furnished  him 
with  a  1956  Land  Rover.  Another  prayer 
request  was  for  food  for  the  students,  and 
Save  the  Children  Foundation  recently 


the  church  today 


Ohio  minister  to  head 
parish  clergy  academy 

MENTOR.  Ohio  —  New  president  of 
the  Academy  of  Parish  Clergy,  Inc.  is  the 
Rev.  Donald  W.  Shilling,  pastor  of  Hope 
Ridge  United  Methodist  Church  near 
here. 

A  member  of  the  East  Ohio  conference, 
he  is  a  charter  member  (1969)  of  the 
academy  and  served  three  years  as 
editor  in  chief  of  its  journal/newsletter. 
Sharing  the  Practice. 

Red  Bird  Mission 
gets  new  director 

BEVERLY,  Ky. 

—  New  executive 
director  of  United 
Methodism’s  Red 
Bird  Mission  here, 
effective  July  1.  is 
the  Rev.  Robert 
Carlisle. 

Mr.  Carlisle  has 
been  director  of  |_ 
program  ministries  Robert  Carlisle 
at  Trinity  UMC  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  re¬ 
places  the  Rev.  Edward  Ehresman,  who 
is  retiring. 

The  mission  has  staff  of  over  100  per¬ 
sons  and  is  an  agency  of  the  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference.  All  agencies 
within  the  conference  are  related  to  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Oral  history  funds 
to  complete  project 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)  —  A  grant  for 
finishing  the  oral  history  project  among 
retired  United  Methodist  bishops  was 
approved  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries’  Executive  Committee, 
meeting  in  St.  Louis,  May  21-22. 

The  General  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History  started  compiling  an  oral 
history  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
by  tape  recording  interviews  with  the 
retired  bishops.  Starting  the  project  with 
a  grant  of  $2,844  in  1980, 12  of  the  bishops 
have  recorded  their  reflections  on  their 
terms  in  office. 

With  32  bishops  yet  to  interview,  the 
funds  had  run  out.  The  executive 
committee  of  the  GCOM  approved  an 
additional  $13,250  from  the  1984  World 
Service  Contingency  Fund  to  finish  the 
interviews. 

Ministries  Council  seeks 
researcher’s  successor 
DAYTON  —  The  United  Methodist 
General  Council  on  Ministries 
headquartered  here  is  seeking 
applications  or  nominations  to  succeed 
the  Rev.  Alan  K.  Waltz,  who  has  resigned 
effective  July  1  as  an  associate  general 
secretary. 

Dr  Waltz,  a  staff  member  of  GCOM 
and  its  predecessor  body  154  years,  has 
been  named  executive  director  of 
planning  and  administration  for  the  UM 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  based  in 
Nashville.  His  current  position  with 
GCOM  includes  directing  the  office  of 
research. 

Applications,  nominations  or  inquiries 
are  invited  no  later  than  July  2  to  Bishop 
Dwight  E.  Loder,  President,  GCOM,  601 
W  Riverview  Ave.,  Dayton  OH  45406. 
Bishop  Loder  said  GCOM  has  an 
affirmative  action  program,  that  the 
council  welcomes  applications  from  any 


interested  United  Methodist  person,  and 
that  the  salary  range  for  1984  is  $32,900  to 
$39,000  which  includes  housing. 

UM-related  college 
to  honor  Olympian 

BEREA,  Ohio  —  United  Methodist- 
related  Baldwin- Wallace  College  here 
will  present  an  honorary  doctor  of 
humane  letters  degree  June  8  to  one  of  its 
most  famous  alumni,  former  Olympics 
star  W.  Harrison  Dillard. 

Mr.  Dillard,  who  graduated  from  the 
school  in  1949,  won  four  gold  medals  in 
the  1948  London  games  and  the  1952 
games  in  Helsinki.  He  is  the  only  man  in 
Olympic  history  to  win  both  the  100  meter 
dash  and  the  110  meter  hurdles.  He  also 
won  the  Sullivan  Award  in  1955,  intended 
to  honor  the  nation’s  outstanding 
amateur  athlete,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Black  Athletes  Hall  of  Fame,  the 
Olympic  Hall  of  Fame  and  the  Track  and 
Field  Hall  of  Fame. 

Prized  film  team 
produces  documentary 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  team  that 
made  the  award  winning  mini-series 
"Six  American  Families”  has  reunited  to 
prepare  “Scenes  from  a  Lifetime."  The 
six  one-hour  programs  were  made  by 
Westinghouse  Broadcasting  Co.  in  coop¬ 
eration  with  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  and  the  United  Church  of  Christ’s 
Office  of  Communications. 

The  programs  will  be  shown  beginning 
in  early  June  on  Westinghouse  stations  in 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Pittsburg, 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  Boston  and  San  Francis¬ 
co. 

"Scenes  from  a  Lifetime"  uses  the  doc¬ 
umentary  technique  to  tell  the  stories  of 
people  meeting  the  challenges  of  daily 
living. 

The  six  segments  explore  life  experi¬ 
ences,  ranging  from  birth  and  childhood 
through  adolescence  and  the  young  mar¬ 
ried  years  to  midlife  and  approaching 
death. 

Memphis  Conference 
tops  EMLC  goal 

JACKSON,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodism’s  Memphis  Annual 
Conference  has  gone  over  the  top  on  a 
unique  major  funds  campaign  in  support 
of  the  denomination’s  missional  priority 
on  ethnic  minority  local  churches. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Douglass,  director  of 
the  conference’s  Council  on  Ministries, 
said  May  25  that  $578,810  had  been 
pledged  on  a  goal  of  $549,465.  The  money 
is  to  be  used  for  evangelism,  develop¬ 
ment  of  lay  leadership  and  stewardship, 
clergy  development,  property  improve¬ 
ments  and  emerging  concerns. 

The  money  is  to  be  paid  during  a  three- 
year  period. 

C.  Leonard  Miller,  an  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries,  said  the  Memphis 
Conference  drive  is  the  first  of  its  kind  in 
the  denomination,  so  far  as  he  knows. 


VISIT  INDIA 

October  4-22.  1984 
SHARE  IN  A  TRIP  OF  A  LIFETIME 
THE  SPLENDORS  OF  INDIA" 
special  attention  to  1985  mission  theme  The  Church 
In  India  For  an  illustrated  brochure  and  full  infor¬ 
mation  write  now  to:  DR.  &  MRS.  HAROLD  EWING 
131  lYlaplecrest  SW.  N.  Canton.  OH  44720. 
216/497-9242 


John  Eisenberg 

agreed  to  furnish  them  one  meal  a  day. 

Faced  daily  with  the  hardships  of 
teaching  under  such  circumstances,  the 
Asbury  College  graduate  finds  peace  in 
knowing  that  he  is  backed  by  “prayer 
warriors”  in  the  United  States,  he  said  in 
his  letter  detailing  the  attack. 

After  reporting  the  robbery  to  police  in 
the  nearest  town  20  miles  away,  Mr. 
Eisenberg  was  furnished  with  a  two-way 
radio  and  instructed  to  call  in  at  pre¬ 
scribed  times  to  assure  his  safety. 

In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Eisenberg  said 
he’s  praying  that  the  stolen  religious 
tapes  will  bring  the  thieves  to  know  more 
about  Jesus  Christ. 

"God  has  used  stranger  methods  than 
that  to  snatch  people  from  the  gates  of 
hell,”  he  wrote. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 

Reporter  wins 
national  award 
for  AIDS  story 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

CHICAGO  —  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter  was  one  of  four  United  Meth¬ 
odist  publications  winning  awards  of 
merit  in  the  Associated  Church  Press 
competition. 

The  story,  “Fatal  Illness  Strikes  UM 
Layman,"  by  Managing  Editor  John  A 
Lovelace,  was  cited  as  best  feature 
article  in  a  newspaper. 

The  article,  published  July  1,  1983,  told 
of  United  Methodist  layman  Charles 
Bergner's  bout  with  AIDS,  the 
mysterious  disease  most  of  whose 
victims  are  homosexuals. 

The  judges’  comments  called  Mr. 
Lovelace’s  story  "fairminded  and 
redemptive,”  noting  that  his  account  of 
the  anguish  and  the  abiding  faith  of  Mr. 
Bergner  was  both  balanced  and 
compelling.  Mr.  Bergner  died  early  this 
year. 

Judges  also  commended  Mr.  Lovelace 
for  focusing  attention  on  “a  vexing  social 
and  theological  issue  that  has  received 
little  serious  reflection  within  the 
American  religious  community.” 

There  were  three  other  United  Method¬ 
ist  winners  in  the  Associated  Church  Press 
competition.  The  Circuit  Rider  magazine 
won  for  an  editorial  entitled  “Do  You 
Know  Where  Your  Reader’s  Digest  Mon¬ 
ey  Goes?"  Engage/social  action  maga¬ 
zine  won  for  its  in-depth  coverage  of  a 
current  issue  with  its  special  report 
entitled,  “Hispanic  Americans:  A  Grow¬ 
ing  Force."  New  World  Outlook  received 
its  award  for  a  series  of  articles  entitled 
“The  World’s  Uprooted." 

The  predominantly  Protestant  press 
association  also  honored  four  veteran 
religious  journalists.  Among  those 
receiving  ACP  citations  of  honor  were 
United  Methodist  laymen  Edwin  H. 
Maynard,  founding  editor  of  Methodist 
Story  magazine  (predecessor  to  The 
Interpreter)  who  will  retire  at  the  end  of 
this  year  and  Dr.  Roland  E.  Wolseley. 
professor  emeritus  at  Syracuse 
University  School  of  Journalism  and 
author  of  several  books  and  many 
articles  in  religious  journalism. 


Correction 

A  petition  asking  for  a  separate 
general  commission  to  be  established  to 
deal  with  alcohol  and  drug  concerns  was 
referred  by  the  1984  General  Conference 
to  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  which  currently  has  many  of  the 
responsibilities  for  those  concerns.  A 
story  in  the  June  1  issue  of  the  Reporter 
incorrectly  said  the  separate  commis¬ 
sion  idea  was  “rejected."  Church  and 
Society  was  asked  to  studv  the  idea. 
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UM  Seminar  on  National  and 


71  “Bicentennial  Moment 


International  Affairs  Planned 


This  summer  (August  3-12)  forty-six 
youth,  college  students  and  adults  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  a 
United  Methodist  Seminar  on  National 
and  International  Affairs.  The  group 
from  Louisiana  will  travel  to  New  York 
and  Washington,  D.C.  for  a  four-day 
seminar  on  “Central  America.”  Also 
scheduled  is  time  to  take  advantage  of 
the  cultural  aspects  of  the  two  cities. 

Leaders  for  the  seminar  experience, 
Paul  Smith  and  Randy  Nichols  are 
coordinating  their  fourth  such  trip. 
Previous  seminars  have  been  for  youth 
or  college  students;  this  is  the  first  inter- 
generational  experience. 

The  United  Methodist  Seminar 
program  is  sponsored  on  the  national 
level  by  the  Women’s  Division,  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  and  Board  of  Global 


Ministries.  This  joint  venture  takes 
advantage  of  strategic  locations  across 
from  the  United  Nations  in  New  York  and 
next  to  the  Supreme  Court  in 
Washington. 

Locally,  the  trip  was  planned  by  a 
design  group  of  Louisiana  youth,  college 
students  and  adults,  and  has  been 
endorsed  by  the  United  Methodist 
Women,  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
and  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

Brochures  describing  the  experience  in 
more  detail  will  be  included  in  the  next 
“Coverage”  mailing  from  the 
Conference  Office.  A  brochure  or  further 
information  may  also  be  obtained  by 
writing  or  calling  Randy  Nichols,  333  E. 
Chimes  St.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802  (504) 
344-7695. 


The  New  Lafon  Home  in  New  Orleans. 

Nursing  Facility  Nears  Readiness 


By  DR.  SAMUEL  W.  WALKER 
Director  of  Special  Ministries 
The  Lafon  Home  in  New  Orleans  is 
undergoing  a  series  of  inspections  in  final 
preparation  for  beginning  operations.  We 
need  your  help,  we  seek  it  and  we  desire 
it  from  all  churches  in  the  Conference, 
concerned  persons  and  organizations.  No 
gift  will  be  too  small. 

The  institution  faces  critical  times  as  it 
prepares  to  reopen  after  a  gap  of  eight 
years,  a  struggle  to  rebuild,  and  all  funds 


exhausted.  Local  churches  within  the 
Conference  having  funds  earmarked  for 
Lafon  are  urgently  requested  to  send 
them  to  La.  Conference  Office,  P.  0.  Box 
3057,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821  and  desig¬ 
nated  them  for  the  Lafon  Home.  The  first 
ninety  days  of  operations  will  be  very, 
very  trying,  and  your  financial 
assistance  will  be  of  great  value.  You 
may  want  to  help  by  furnishing  a  room  at 
the  cost  of  $1200.00,  as  several  have 
already  done. 


Dr.  Jimmie  Caraway  is  shown,  third  from  the  right  with  his  son  Jay,  on  his  right,  in 
what  was  one  of  the  few  “family"  teams  at  General  Conference  and  perhaps  the  only 
father-son  team.  To  Dr.  Caraway’s  left  are  Amy  Ward  and  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn. 


General  Conference  Elects 


Caraway  To  GCFA 


Dr.  James  J.  Caraway,  Director  of 
Finance  and  Administration  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  was  nominated  by 
the  Council  of  Bishops  and  elected  to  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  at  the  recent  General 
Conference  held  in  Baltimore. 

At  the  organizational  meeting  of  the 
GCFA  on  May  12,  in  Baltimore  Dr. 
Caraway  received  further  assignments, 
as  follows:  He  was  elected  a  director  of 
five  corporations  representing  the  Unit¬ 


ed  Methodist  Church,  including  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Church.  He  was 
elected  Chairperson  of  the  Committee  on 
Official  Forms  and  Records  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  (They  will  meet  June 
24-26  to  review  the  116  official  forms  of 
the  church.)  He  was  also  elected  by  the 
GCFA  to  serve  on  the  Financial  Service 
Committee  and  the  Investment 
Committee  of  the  Council. 

Dr.  Douglas  McGuire  has  recently 
retired  from  an  eight  year  term  on  the 
GCFA. 
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Zachary  Parades  Bicentennially 

As  part  of  the  world-wide  celebrations  of  200  years  of  Methodism,  the  Zachary  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  held  a  gala  parade  on  May  19  through  the  streets  of  downtown 
Zachary.  Horse-driven  vehicles,  circuit  riders,  vintage  automobiles  and  beautiful 
floats  were  featured  in  the  parade  witnessed  by  a  large  crowd.  Pony  rides  for  the 
children  at  the  church  were  provided  following  the  parade,  and  souvenirs  were 
distributed.  A  Bicentennial  Cook  Book  was  sold  for  the  first  time  along  with  a 
complete  line  of  commemoratives  authorized  by  national  authorities. 

Sunday,  May  20  was  Homecoming  for  the  church,  which  was  filled  past  capacity. 
The  congregation  was  treated  to  an  old-fashioned  service  with  many  popular  and 
most-loved  hymns.  The  Dinner-on-the-Grounds  was  forced  to  be  held  inside 
Fellowship  Hall,  which  was  quite  crowded,  but  everyone  enjoyed  a  variety  of  food  as 
well  as  visiting  among  members  and  guests.  These  two  days  were  highlights  of  the 
Bicentennial  activity,  which  will  continue  throughout  1984  and  end  with  Covenant 
Sunday,  the  first  Sunday  of  1985. 


Conference  Calendar 

June 

3  SS  Conference  Task  Force,  Centenary,  Smith  Bldg.,  Rm.  104, 4  p.m. 

4-6  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  Shreveport 
5  Final  Lectionary  Telecast  at  Noon;  Int.  SS  Lesson,  7:30  p.m. 

10  Pentecost  Sunday 

1 1-15  UMW-West  Gulf  Regional  School  of  Christian  Mission 
11-15  Senior  High,  Caney  Conference  Centre 
12  International  SS  Lesson  7:30  p.m. ;  LA  UM  Magazine,  8  p.m. 

12  Preachers  “Moving  Day” 

17  Father’s  Day 

18-21  Bishops’  Week  — Mt.  Sequoyah 

18-22  Sr.  High  Camp,  Baton  Rouge-New  Orleans  Districts,  Camp  Istrouma 

18- 22  Junior  High  I,  Caney  Conference  Centre 

19  LA  UM  Magazine  12:30;  International  SS  Lesson  7 :30p.m. 

23-24  UMM  Annual  Retreat,  Centenary 

25-29  Elementary  I,  Lake  Charles  Camp 

25-29  Elementary  Camp,  B.R.-N.O.  Districts,  Camp  Istrouma 

25-29  Elementary  I.  Caney  Conference  Centre 

26  International  SS  Lesson,  7 : 30 

30  Pastor,  Parsonette  Supper,  FUMC  Denham  Springs,  5:15 

July 

1  DWI  Concerns  Sunday 

2-6  Jr.  High  Camp,  Baton  Rouge-New  Orleans  Districts,  Camp  Istrouma 
7-13  Lab/Seminar,  Mt.  Sequoyah 
9-13  Junior  High  II,  Caney  Conference  Centre 
9-13  Elementary  II  Camp,  B.R.-N.O.  Districts,  Camp  Istrouma 
9-13  Junior  High  Camp,  Camp  Brewer 
13-15  Senior  High,  Lake  Charles  Camp 

15-21  Clown,  Mime,  Puppet,  &  Dance  Ministry  Wkshp.,  LSU  Continuing  Ed. 
Center 

15- 21  Nat’l  Wkshp  &  Festival,  Storytelling  &  Religious  Message,  LSU 

Continuing  Ed.  Center 

16- 19  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference,  Lubbock,  TX,  FUMC 
16-20  Elementary  II,  Caney  Conference  Centre 

19- 23  CWU  Assembly,  West  Lafayette,  Indiana,  Purdue  University 
23  UMW  Executive  Committee  Meeting,  Centenary 

23-27  Junior  High,  Lake  Charles  Camp 
23-27  Junior  High  III,  Caney  Conference  Centre 

23- 27  Elementary  III  Camp,  Baton  Rouge-New  Orleans  Districts 
25-29  Elementary  Camp  si,  Camp  Brewer 

24- 27  UMW— School  of  Christian  Mission  I 
27-29  UMW— School  of  Christian  Mission  II 
30-1  First  Timers’  Camp,  Lake  Charles  Camp 
30-3  Elementary  II,  Caney  Conference  Centre 

30-3  Junior  High  Camp.  Baton  Rouge-New  Orleans  Districts 
30-3  Elementary  Camp  II,  Camp  Brewer 


Lubbock  to  Host  SC  Jurisdictional  Conference 


The  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  will  meet  July  16-19,  1984  in 
Lubbock,  Texas.  Jurisdictional 
committees  will  meet  on  Monday,  July 
16th,  1:30  p.m.  in  the  classrooms  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  service  of 
Holy  Communion  and  Commemoration 
will  be  held  July  16th  at  6:30  p.m.  in  the 
sanctuary  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  with  Bishop  Louis  W. 
Schowengerdt,  host  bishop,  bringing  the 
message.  Following  the  service  of  Holy 
Communion  and  Commemoration,  a 
fellowship  time  honoring  the  episcopal 
families  will  be  held  in  the  Convention 
Center,  site  of  the  business  sessions  of 
the  conference. 

The  first  business  session  of  the 
conference  will  be  at  8:30  a.m.  July  17th 
with  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  of  the 
Houston  area,  bringing  the  episcopal 
message.  The  service  of  Consecration 
will  be  held  at  10:00  a.m.  on  Thursdav, 
July  19th  in  the  sanctuary  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Bishop  Monk  Bryan  of 
the  Nebraska  area  will  bring  the 
message.  A  drama,  directed  by  Bill 
Vance,  will  be  presented  on  Wednesday 


Retirement  Party  Honors  Cookes 

Mr.  John  Bergstadt,  on  the  right,  is  shown  presenting  Jack  and  Ruth  Cooke  a 
picture  of  the  large  grandfather  clock  to  be  delivered  to  the  parsonage.  The  gift,  along 
with  cash  was  presented  by  the  Lake  Charles  District  on  April  29,  in  recognition  of  Dr. 
Cooke’s  leadership  and  imminent  retirement. 


International  Lesson  Series 


Bad  Times  For  God's  People 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Pastor 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 
I  Kings  16:21-25, 29-33 
I  Kings  22: 37-39 

Last  week  we  focused  on  the 
beginnings  of  the  Northern  Kingdom  of 
Israel  and  on  the  first  king  of  this  new 
nation,  Jereboam.  Politically,  Jereboam 
had  a  good  record  but,  religiously  and  in 
terms  of  obedience  to  Yahweh,  he  failed 
miserably. 

Today  we  turn  to  the  reign  of  Omri 
(who  ruled  Israel  from  about  876  to  869 
B.C.)  and  his  dynasty.  Omri  managed  to 
keep  peace  between  Israel  and  Judah 
(and  there  was  much  tension  between  the 
two  countries  at  the  time)  and  worked 
out  some  military  alliances  to  protect  his 
own  position.  One  of  these  alliances  was 
with  Phoenicia,  a  nation  which 
worshipped  nature  gods,  fertility 
goddesses.  Phoenicia's  gods  and 
goddesses  were  a  part  of  their  Baal 
worship.  Unfortunately  (and  unwisely), 
Omri  tolerated  Baal  worship  within 
Israel.  In  an  attempt  to  strengthen 
Israel’s  position  in  the  eastern  world, 
Omri  arranged  for  a  marriage  between 
his  crown  prince  son,  Ahab,  and  a  now 
famous  (or  infamous)  princess  of 
Phoenicia,  Jezebel. 

Jezebel  was  zealous  in  promoting  Baal 
worship, -polluting  the  religion  of  Israel  to 
the  point  that  many  Hebrews  were 
converted  to  Baal.  Omri  tolerated  this  in 
an  effort  to  keep  everyone  happy  by 
letting  them  have  whatever  they 
wanted,  especially  in  religion.  Omri  was 
considered  to  be  one  of  Israel’s  greatest 
kings  in  political  matters,  for  even  one 
hundred  fifty  years  later  the  nation 
Israel  was  still  being  called  “the  Land  of 
Omri.” 

Our  scripture  lesson  says,  “Omri  did 
what  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and 
did  more  evil  than  all  who  were  before 
him.” 

Ahab  came  to  the  throne  at  Omri’s 
death.  He  followed  in  his  father's 
footsteps  in  that  he  was  a  master 
politician,  arranging  for  an  alliance 
which  created  a  buffer  between  Israel 
and  the  powerful  land  of  Assyria.  He 
promoted  foreign  trade.  He  came  to  be 
considered  even  more  capable  and 
successful  than  his  father.  But,  as  his 
father,  Ahab  had  a  terrible  religious 
ethic. 

He  permitted  Jezebel  to  promote  the 
worship  of  Baal  and  even  built  a  house 
and  altar  for  Baal  in  Samaria,  the  city 
Omri  had  founded  and  built.  Though  he, 
himself,  never  turned  to  Baal  as  a  god.  he 


was  never  very  enthusiastic  or  dedicated 
to  Yahweh  so  his  influence  was  negative. 
Whatever  witness  he  made  was  negative. 

Ahab  died  in  battle,  having  ruled  Israel 
for  nearly  twenty  years.  And,  never  in 
that  twenty  years  did  Ahab  do  anything 
to  promote  the  religion  of  Yahweh.  Never 
did  he  ever  condemn  or  prevent  the 
worship  of  Baal.  He  set  such  a  bad 
example  for  the  true  religion  by  simply 
doing  nothing  to  promote  it.  His  wife, 
Jezebel,  was  firmly  and  actively  opposed 
to  Yahweh,  so  she,  too,  was  an  evil 
influence  upon  the  people. 

When  the  natural  leaders  of  the  land 
are  not  interested  in  true  worship  and 
when  there  is  no  one  in  a  position  of 
authority,  God  turns  to  the  “little 
people.”  God  found  a  “little  person”  in 
Elijah  and  made  of  him  a  giant.  Elijah 
was  what  we  call  a  preliterary  prophet, 
i.e..  he  did  not  write  anything  down  but 
went  about  preaching,  interpreting 
oracles  and  doing  deeds  for  the  Lord  to 
make  his  point.  On  one  occasion,  the 
Lord  had  caused  a  three-year  drought 
The  crops  were  drying  up.  Nothing  would 
grow.  The  people,  and  especially  King 
Ahab,  blamed  the  situation  on  Elijah, 
since  this  prophet  was  the  one  who  had 
been  preaching  doom  and  destruction. 
Ahab  sought  out  Elijah  and  asked,  “Are 
you  the  one  who  is  troubling  Israel?” 
Elijah  answered,  “Not  I  but  you  — 
you-’ re  the  ones  who  have  caused  the 
trouble  by  your  sinning.” 

A  contest  was  set  up  to  determine 
which  God  was  greatest  —  the  God  of 
Abraham,  Isaac  and  Israel  (and  Elijah) 
or  the  gods  of  Baal.  Elijah  contested  with 
four  hundred  prophets  of  Baal  —  and 
won.  (Read  about  this  in  I  Kings  18).  In 
spite  of  the  overwhelming  odds  against 
him,  he  proved  to  the  people  that  their 
God,  Yahweh.  was  mightier  than  all 
other  so-called  gods  and  goddesses  of  the 
world. 

This  lesson  is  primarily  history.  If 
there  is  a  modern-day  application  (and  I 
think  there  is),  it  surely  must  be  that  the 
bad  times  that  come  to  us  are  usually 
brought  on  by  ourselves,  and  that  the 
good  times  come  when  we  are  living  lives 
of  obedience  and  oneness  with  God’s 
purpose. 

When  the  evil  ones  seem  to  prosper  and 
grow  strong,  we  must  remember  to 
remain  calm  and  faithful  to  the  one  true 
God.  Through  faith  in  Him,  and  in 
obedience  to  Him,  we  find  true 
prosperity  and  real  strength.  We  must 
remain  faithful  to  our  Christian 
convictions  and  never  let  ourseives  be 
swayed  by  the  evil  conditions  which 
might  surround  us. 


nignt,  July  18th.  The  drama  will  highlight 
historical  events  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  since  its  organization  in 
1940. 

Three  bishops  will  be  retiring  at  the 
conference:  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield 
of  the  Houston  area;  Bishop  Monk  Bryan 
of  the  Nebraska  area;  and  Bishop  Paul 
V.  Galloway  of  the  Louisiana  area. 
Bishop  Galloway  was  called  back  into 
active  service  at  the  death  of  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin.  A  time  of  recognizing 
these  who  will  be  retiring  will  be  a  part  of 
the  business  session  on  Wednesday 
morning,  July  18th. 

Three  new  bishops  will  be  elected  at 
the  conference.  Eleven  clergy  persons 
have  been  endorsed  by  their  respective 
annual  conference  delegations  as 
candidates  for  the  episcopacy 

Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce,  Executive 
Director  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  will  serve  as  secretary  of 
the  conference. 
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Buffet  Breakfast 

at 

Jurisdictional  Conference 

honoring 

Che  Neu/ly-7lssigned  ‘Bishop 
Virginia  Shamblin 
and 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  “Paul  V.  Qalloulay 
OJJhe 

Couisiana  Tlrea 
U nited  Methodist  Church 


Thursday,  July  19, 1984  at  7:00  a.m. 

Lubbock  Hilton  Inn  Indoor  Pool  Area  Lubbock.  Texas 
$9.00  per  person— all  interested  persons  are  invited 
RSVP  before  July  1,  1984 


-Death- 


Mrs.  Ava  M.  Alford,  widow  of  Rev. 
Jason  A.  Alford,  died  May  28.  The 
Alfords  were  married  June  5, 1942. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 


Paul  V.  Galloway,  Bishop 
Harvey  G.  Williamson. 
Council  Director 


Elwood  Fleming.  Editor 
Linda  Crum, 
Editorial  Assistant 


P.O.  Drawer  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  La  70821 
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‘Caring  Idea  Handbook9  a  helpful 
stimulus  to  Christian  outreach 


Have  you  ever  felt  that  your  church  is 
preoccupied  with  its  internal  problems 
and  engaged  too  little  in  new  and  chal¬ 
lenging  forms  of  Christian  outreach? 

Has  your  church’s  youth  group  ever  de¬ 
cided  to  take  on  a  mission  project  and 
then  wondered  how  to  locate  another 
church,  family  or  individual  where  the 
need  for  special  assistance  is  greatest? 

Have  you  sometimes  thought  that  you 
should  become  involved  in  some  form  of 
personal  outreach  ministry,  but  without 
knowing  how  or  where  to  begin? 

If  your  answer  to  any  of  these  ques¬ 
tions  is  “yes”  then  a  recently  published 
little  book  may  be  just  what  you  and  other 
members  of  your  congregation  need. 

Titled  “1984  Volunteers  in  Mission 
Movement  Caring  Idea  Handbook,”  the 
84-page  booklet  was  produced  by  the 
Oklahoma  Annual  Conference  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  the  hope  of  involv¬ 
ing  more  persons  in  Christian  mission  en¬ 
deavors. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Larry  Eisenberg, 
who  headed  production  of  the  “Caring  Idea 
Handbook,"  it  has  several  specific  purposes. 
It  provides  an  overview  of  mission  possibili¬ 
ties.  It  also  offers  practical  insights  and 
guidelines  for  starting  an  outreach  project. 
These  suggestions  and  the  booklet’s  many 
descriptions  of  actual  projects  are  based  on 
the  experience  of  “Volunteers  in  Mission” 
;  who  have  “been  there.” 

Mr.  Eisenberg  said  that  the  book  also 
is  meant  to  “encourage  a  Wesleyan  the¬ 
ology,  doing  what  we  do  for  the  love  of 
the  Lord,  in  the  spirit  of  Jesus." 

We  consider  “Volunteers  in  Mission” 


—  an  increasingly  popular  partnership 
between  United  Methodism’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  related 
annual  conference  boards  —  among  the 
most  exciting  things  happening  in  our 
church  today. 

And  we  regard  the  Oklahoma  group’s 
“caring  idea  handbook"  as  one  of  the 
most  useful  tools  we  have  seen  in  a  long 
time  for  stimulating  church  members  to 
engage  in  Christian  outreach  to  persons 
in  need.  Its  “homemade”  appearance 
and  somewhat  haphazard  organization 
reflect  its  low-budget  origins,  making  it  a 
far  cry  from  the  slick  look  of  some  pro¬ 
fessionally-produced  church  publica¬ 
tions.  But  that  limitation  is  more  than 
offset  by  the  obvious  “grassroots”  caring 
and  involvement  that  rise  from  its  pages. 

Moreover,  by  sharing  the  experience 
and  enthusiasm  of  persons  who  have 
been  “Volunteers  in  Mission”  —  both  at 
home  and  abroad  —  the  handbook  testi¬ 
fies  to  the  continuing  need  for,  and  the 
life-changing  satisfaction  that  can  result 
from,  self -giving  service  to  others  in  the 
name  of  Christ. 

We  commend  our  Oklahoma  sisters 
and  brothers  for  conceiving  the  “caring 
idea  handbook”  and  for  offering  to  share 
it  with  others.  We  encourage  anyone  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  creation  and/or  expan¬ 
sion  of  mission  opportunities  in  their 
church  to  obtain  a  copy  while  supplies 
last.  They  are  available  for  $2  from  the 
Volunteers  in  Mission  Committee,  Okla¬ 
homa  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  208  N.  Blackwelder,  Okla¬ 
homa  City,  OK  73106. 
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By  J.  HARRY  HAINES 

Forty-three  years  ago  I  left  my  home 
in  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  destination 
Chungking,  the  war-time  capital  of 
China.  I  was  one  of  50  young  missionaries 
sent  and  supported  by  a  congregation  of 
1150  people.  The  life  of  that  church  was 
centered  around  a  missionary  theology, 
and  50  percent  of  its  budget  was  directed 
to  the  cause  of  world  missions.  The  in¬ 
spiration  and  model  for  mission  was  St. 
Paul  and  world  evangelism  was  its  com¬ 
mitment. 

I  crossed  the  border  into  China  the  day 
after  Pearl  Harbor.  Those  were  days  of 
missionary  triumphalism.  The  tides  of 
power  were  flowing  from  the  West.  Per¬ 
haps  John  R.  Mott’s  great  slogan  would 
come  true.  “We  will  win  the  world  for 
Christ  in  this  generation.” 

Issues  of  militarism,  colonialism,  feu¬ 
dalism,  exploitation,  hunger  were  ob¬ 
vious,  but  not  central  to  the  cause  of  mis¬ 
sion.  Ecumenism  was  in  its  infancy;  au¬ 
tonomous  churches  that  were  self-sup¬ 
porting  and,  in  turn,  missionary  in  char¬ 
acter  were  goals  for  the  future. 

It  never  occurred  to  me  that  the  day 
was  coming,  sooner  than  expected,  when 
Western  Christianity  would  be  con- 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


fronted  by  dynamic  new  forces  question¬ 
ing  its  authority  and  mission. 

Today  on  the  eve  of  American  Method¬ 
ism's  Third  Century  it  is  time  to  antici¬ 
pate  the  future  soberly.  Our  inheritance 
is  one  of  great  achievements,  but  as  Bish¬ 
op  Armando  Rodriguez  of  Havana,  Cuba 
reminds  us,  our  most  urgent  task  in  the 
period  ahead  is  to  bring  all  of  the  existing 
membership  of  the  church  into  a  new 
commitment  to  Jesus  Christ;  to  make 
the  Gospel  contagious  by  the  quality  of 
our  lives. 

Today  we  are  challenged  by  the  emer¬ 
gence  of  a  world  church,  and  our  spirit¬ 
ual  children  in  Africa,  Asia,  and  Latin 
America  have  come  of  age.  We  are  living 
at  a  new  moment  in  history  witnessing 
“the  reversal  of  the  tides  of  power.”  It 
comes  as  a  surprise  to  us  to  learn  that  by 
the  turn  of  this  century  there  will  be 
more  Christians  in  Africa  than  in  the 
United  States  of  America.  The  fastest 
growing  churches  are  now  in  the  Third 
World  while  we  United  Methodists  in  the 
U.S.A.  have  lost  one  million  members  in 
this  last  decade,  and  similar  losses  are 
reported  by  other  mainline  churches. 

The  church  in  the  Peoples’  Republic  of 
China,  living  under  duress  for  so  long,  re- 


Merton  film  merits  wider  viewing 


Cutting  funds  for  telecommunications 
leaves  little  to  make  UMC  visible 


We  salute  the  Public  Broadcasting  Sys¬ 
tem  for  televising  the  “film  biography” 
of  Thomas  Merton  last  week. 

The  late  Trappist  monk  influenced 
countless  persons  —  non-Christians  as 
well  as  Christians  —  prior  to  his  untimely 
death  in  1968.  His  writings  integrated  in  a 
unique  way  the  quest  for  personal  spirit¬ 
uality  and  the  quest  for  personal  involve¬ 
ment  in  worldly  affairs.  They  are  still 
widely  read  and  widely  influential  nearly 
two  decades  later. 

Our  chief  regret  is  that  the  show’s  late 
air  time  (10  p.m.  in  many  locations),  and 
scant  advance  publicity  likely  resulted  in 
its  being  unseen  by  many  potentially  in¬ 
terested  viewers.  A  quick  survey  revealed 
that  it  was  not  picked  up  and  shown  at  all 
by  a  number  of  local  PBS-affiliates. 

The  one-hour  documentary  traced  the 
life  and  thought  of  the  colorful  and  some¬ 
times  controversial  Roman  Catholic 
monk  through  interviews  with  19  persons 
who  knew  him  well.  They  remembered  a 
flawed  yet  profoundly  religious  man  who 
possessed  many  Christ-like  qualities. 
One  friend  recalled  that  he  had  a  “spon¬ 
taneous  sympathy  that’s  really  very  rare 
...  if  you  were  going  through  a  hard  per¬ 
iod  he  would  pick  it  up  very  quickly  and 
respond  to  it  with  a  profound  intensity 
that  was  not  just  a  formal  reaction.” 

Consequently,  as  another  colleague  noted, 
Thomas  Merton  impressed  people  as  having 
“a  pattern  and  meaning  for  his  life”  that  had 
a  transforming  impact  on  others. 

It  is  refreshing  to  see  so  positive  a  por¬ 
trayal  of  a  life  devoted  to  Christ  as  the  fo¬ 
cal  point  of  a  television  program. 
Thomas  Merton  was  an  excellent  subject 
for  such  a  documentary.  His  way  of  liv¬ 
ing  out  his  Christian  commitment  —  he 
spent  27  of  his  53  years  in  a  monastery  — 
was  unlike  that  of  most  of  us.  But  his  zest 
for  life  and  zeal  for  Christ  had  a  conta¬ 
gious  quality  that  helped  persons  from 
all  walks  of  life  find  or  renew  a  relation¬ 
ship  with  God. 

Television  screens  are  too  frequently  filled 
with  sordid  characters  whose  outlook  and/or 
actions  diminish  human  life  in  contrast  with 


the  life-giving  qualities  of  a  Thomas  Merton. 
It  will  be  tragic  if  this  excellent  documentary 
on  Merton's  life  does  not  receive  a  much 
larger  audience  than  last  week’s  premiere 
showing  produced. 

We  urge  persons  interested  in  seeing 
and  sharing  this  film  experience  with 
others  to  contact  your  local  Public  Broad¬ 
casting  System  affiliate  station  and  dis¬ 
cuss  its  plans  for  airing  the  Merton  film. 
If  it  was  not  aired  locally  on  June  5,  urge 
that  it  be  shown  in  the  near  future  at  a 
time  when  the  largest  number  of  persons 
are  likely  to  view  it.  If  it  did  air  on  June  5, 
urge  that  it  be  shown  again  in  the  near  fu¬ 
ture  following  a  generous  period  of  ad¬ 
vance  promotion. 

Further  information  on  this  film,  includ¬ 
ing  a  viewer’s  guide  and  a  bibliography  of 
Thomas  Merton’s  books,  may  be  secured 
from:  The  Merton  Project,  431  Pacific 
Street,  Brooklyn,  NY  11217. 


To  the  Editor : 

Your  coverage  of  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference  has  been  great  as  usual! 

Toward  the  end  of  General  Conference, 
I  made  a  motion  to  amend  the  general 
church  budget  by  adding  $2  million  for 
telecommunications  ministries  each 
year  from  1985-1988  and  taking  this 
amount  from  the  General  Board  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries. 

I  believe  it  is  unfortunate  that  this  mo¬ 
tion  was  not  adopted.  Telecommunica¬ 
tions  was  drastically  cut  from  the  budget 
request,  so  much  that  very  little  can 
be  done  to  make  the  United  Methodist 
Church  visible  to  the  public  and  to  do  a 
good  job  of  interpreting  what  we  United 
Methodists  are  about. 

I  did  not  want  to  increase  the  bottom 
line  total  of  the  budget  so  I  suggested  that 
it  come  from  Global  Ministries  for  two 
reasons:  that  board  gets  much  more 
money  than  any  of  the  others,  and  it  re¬ 
ceives  about  an  equal  amount  in  addition 
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Three  years  ago,  I  returned  from  a 
week  in  Cuba  and  excitedly  wrote  for  Re¬ 
porter  readers  that  “the  tiny  Methodist 
Church  of  Cuba  may  be  on  the  verge  of  a 
bold  new  era  of  growth  as  a  result  of  a 
discreet,  island-wide  apartment  minis¬ 
try.” 

Sad  to  say,  no  bold  growth  has  materi¬ 
alized. 

Methodist  membership  has  fallen  be¬ 
low  even  the  2,300  level  of  1981. 

Many  Methodists  —  including  pastors 
—  continue  to  flee  Cuba  as  they  get  the 
chance,  despite  pleas  by  church  leaders 
for  them  to  stay  and  excel  in  their  fields 
of  work  so  as  to  maintain  a  Christian  pre¬ 
sence  in  Cuban  society. 

And  the  “discreet”  evangelism  pro¬ 
gram  of  1981  wasn’t  discreet  enough.  The 
government  shut  down  an  important  part 
of  it,  U.S.  visitors  and  Cuban  church 
members  recently  have  told  me. 

The  “communicants”  program  written 
about  in  May  1981  was  adopted  by  the  Cu¬ 
ban  church's  general  conference  in  1979. 
Bishop  Armando  Rodriguez  told  me  then 
he  felt  the  program  stayed  within  gov¬ 
ernmental  rules  that  prohibit  public 
evangelism. 

Under  the  program,  each  Methodist 
was  encouraged  to  listen  in  neighbor¬ 
hoods  and  workplaces  for  persons  expres¬ 
sing  concern  about  personal  problems. 
Legally  in  those  circumstances,  a  Chris¬ 
tian  can  ask  persons  if  they’d  like  to  re¬ 
ceive  pastoral  care  in  their  apartments. 

As  such  “communicants”  asked  for  it, 
Methodists  would  move  them  through  dif¬ 
ferent  levels  of  the  program:  first  Bible 
study  in  the  home,  then  a  gathering  of 
people  in  the  home  to  sing  hymns  and 
study.  Eventually  a  person  could  be  led  in¬ 
to  a  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ  and  final¬ 
ly  preparation  for  church  memhershio. 

The  tiny  cnurcn  nad  10,000  non-mem¬ 
bers  receiving  home  “care”  in  1981. 

The  gathering  of  groups  in  homes  was 
especially  important  because  it  gave 
people  a  chance  to  experience  corporate 
worship  and  Christian  fellowship  without 
their  having  to  risk  going  into  a  church 
building.  That  “risk”  is  partly  real  and 
partly  exaggerated.  But  the  fear  of  many 
non-church  goers  is  definitely  real  in  a 
nation  where  only  3  percent  of  the  residents 
are  affiliated  with  a  church,  and  where 
identifiable  Christians  frequently  are  dis¬ 
criminated  against  in  the  job  market. 

Gatherings  in  apartments  also  are 
helpful  because  more  and  more  Cubans 
are  living  in  new  housing  complexes  built 
by  the  government  in  areas  where  no 
churches  were  built  before  the  1959  revo¬ 
lution.  The  government  does  not  allow 
“believers”  to  build  churches  there.  A 
resident  in  those  complexes,  therefore, 
can  attend  worship  services  only  by  tak¬ 
ing  the  bus  to  older  settlements  —  or  by 
worshipping  in  an  apartment  setting. 


Roy  Beck 

I  quoted  Bishop  Rodriguez  in  1981  as 
saying:  “I  don’t  know  if  the  government 
knows  about  this  program.  But  if  anyone 
from  the  government  complains,  we  say, 
‘What  do  you  prefer  —  that  these  per¬ 
sons  be  drinkers  or  have  other  problems? 
Christians  make  good  workers  and  good 
citizens.’  ” 

The  Cuban  government  since  has  for¬ 
bidden  the  Methodists  from  meeting  in 
groups  in  apartments,  saying  “Services 
belong  in  the  temples,”  according  to  one 
source. 

As  a  part  of  the  worldwide  Christian 
community,  I  feel  a  sense  of  loss  and 
anger.  And  I  also  worry  about  my  own 
role.  Did  I  somehow  jeopardize  the  pro¬ 
gram  by  writing  about  it?  The  informa¬ 
tion  was  given  to  me  openly  and  with  no 
restrictions  attached.  Perhaps  I  as  well 
as  the  Cuban  church  leaders  had  been 
lulled  into  thinking  their  society  is  more 
free  than  it  is. 

These  are  dilemmas  for  all  of  us  who 
come  in  contact  with  Christians  in  coun¬ 
tries  where  religious  liberties  are  not 
routinely  affirmed. 

The  1984  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  took  two  actions  —  both  of 
which  I  consider  worthy  of  support  — 
that  relate  to  the  efforts  of  our  Cuban 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ. 

First,  delegates  asked  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  to  lift  its  economic  embargo  and  be¬ 
gin  efforts  to  establish  normal  diplomat¬ 
ic  relations  with  Cuba. 

Delegates  turned  down  an  effort  to  ask 
that  improvements  in  human  rights  be  a 
precondition  for  this  to  occur.  The  human 
rights  situation  in  Cuba  is  likely  to  im¬ 
prove  much  faster  through  an  opening  up 
of  channels  for  Cubans  to  interact  more 
frequently  with  the  U.S.  people,  U.S.  pro¬ 
ducts  and  U.S.-style  freedom  that 
seemed  to  be  loved  so  well  by  the  Cubans 
I  met  in  1981. 

In  addition,  a  lifting  of  the  trade  embar¬ 
go  would  remove  a  big  stumbling  block  to 
Christian  evangelism  in  Cuba.  Christians 
said  they  constantly  are  asked  what 
Christianity  can  offer  when  the  great 
Christian  population  to  the  north  not  only 
keeps  basic  food  products  from  being  im¬ 
ported  by  Cuba  but  also  keeps  numerous 
U.S. -patented  drugs  and  drug  treatments 
from  being  used  in  Cuba. 

The  General  Conference  also  passed  a 
new  resolution  on  religious  liberties  that 
instructs  church  leaders  who  relate  with 
other  countries  to  speak  out  against  re¬ 
strictions  which  governments  place  on 
Christians. 

Especially  through  a  more  open  envi¬ 
ronment  between  the  U.S.  and  Cuban  gov¬ 
ernments,  one  would  expect  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  speak  and  work 
strongly  for  the  rights  of  Cuban  Chris¬ 
tians  to  spread  the  Gospel. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


from  the  Women’s  Division.  But  the  main 
reason  was  that  almost  $10  million  in 
1981,  over  $13  million  in  1982  and  almost 
$14  million  in  1983  of  that  board’s  funds 
were  spent  for  non-Umted  Methodist  pro¬ 
jects,  and  this  does  not  include  Advance 
Specials.  Many  of  these  projects  are  ex¬ 
cellent  and  worthy  of  our  support;  but 
many  others  are  questionable  and  un¬ 
identifiable. 

I  am  not  a  member  of  any  caucus  or 
group.  My  motion  was  my  own  idea. 
While  I  told  my  conference’s  delegation 
and  a  few  others  what  I  planned  to  do,  I 
—  perhaps  mistakenly  —  did  not  go 
around  lobbying  for  support.  I  just  think 
it’s  time  to  look  at  some  of  these  things 
and  quit  “cutting  off  our  noses  to  spite 
our  faces”! 

Gladys  M.  Fitts 

Nashville,  Tennessee 

Position  on  homosexuality 
undermines  inclusiveness 

To  the  Editor: 

The  recent  General  Conference  was  in 
some  respects  a  rather  sad  commentary 
on  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Con¬ 
fronted  with  a  world  beset  with  momen¬ 
tous  problems,  the  delegates  spent  four 
days  on  homosexuality  and  ended  up 
voting  their  fears  in  rejecting  any  realis¬ 
tic  acceptance  of  gay  people. 

The  body  condemned  homosexuality  as 
a  lifestyle,  thus  effectively  denying  sex¬ 
ual  fulfillment  to  the  small  minority  of 
people  who  happen  to  be  homosexual. 
The  conference  also  forbad  any  homo¬ 
sexual  who  feels  called  by  God  to  minis¬ 
try  from  practicing  that  vocation. 

The  delegates  adjourned  their  final 
session  in  such  a  rush  that  the  Latin 
American  contingent  did  not  get  to  pre¬ 
sent  views  on  this  troublesome  subject. 

If  we  are  so  preoccupied  with  legislat¬ 
ing  individual  sexual  morality,  rather 
than  proclaiming  the  accepting,  unlim¬ 
ited  grace  of  God,  can  we  claim  to  be  an 
inclusive  church? 

Harvey  C.  Holland 

Ft.  Pierce,  Florida 

Inclusive  language  report 
‘received,’  not  ‘approved’ 
To  the  Editor: 

The  Reporter  has  done  a  serious  dis¬ 
service  to  the  church  in  using  the  word 
“adopted”  in  reference  to  the  General 
Conference’s  action  on  the  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage  report,  “Words  that  Hurt  and 
Words  that  Heal”  (May  25  issue).  The 
General  Conference  did  not  —  repeat,  did 
not  —  “adopt”  that  report. 

What  General  Conference  did  do  was  to 
approve  the  recommendation  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  that  the  report  be  “received.” 
There  obviously  is  a  significant  differ¬ 
ence  between  “adopting”  and  “receiv¬ 
ing”  a  report. 

A  report  that  is  received  is  introduced 
to  the  church  for  consideration.  The  in¬ 
clusive  language  report  is  just  that  and 
no  more  —  it  is  received  and  is  before  the 
church  as  a  study  document.  It  is  a  mis¬ 
interpretation  of  the  General  Conference 
action  to  suggest  that  “Words  that  Hurt 
and  Words  That  Heal”  should  now  be 
considered  as  official  policy  or  official 
guidelines  for  United  Methodist  language 
use. 

It  would  be  helpful  for  the  Reporter  to 
set  the  record  straight. 

Riley  B.  Case 

Marion,  Indiana 
EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  report  in  ques¬ 
tion  was  “received”  rather  than 
“adopted”  and  we  regret  having  used  in¬ 
accurate  nomenclature  in  our  story  and 
headline  about  it.  Since  the  report’s  con¬ 
clusions  were  “commended"  to  numer¬ 
ous  specified  groups  for  follow-up  con¬ 
siderations,  however,  we  disagree  that 
the  report  has  no  more  standing  in  the 
church's  life  than  is  normally  associated 
with  the  parliamentary  designation  “re¬ 
ceived.” 

Pastor  wonders  about 

inclusive  language,  evil 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  great  debate  on  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage,  there  is  one  important  issue  that  I 


have  not  seen  raised  —  even  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  —  and  I  wonder  why.  It 
is  an  issue  that  poses  quite  a  dilemma  for 
me  as  I  ponder  the  language  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  worship  service. 

I  understand  that  I  should  be  sensitive 
to  using  both  male  and  female  terms 
when  referring  to  God,  and  avoid  gender- 
exclusive  language.  But  should  I  also  be 
sure  to  use  both  male  and  female  terms 
when  referring  to  the  powers  of  evil?  It 
seems  that  all  the  concerns  voiced  in  the 
inclusion  of  feminine  characteristics  in 
the  Godhead  are  equally  appropriate  for 
including  the  feminine  side  of  evil.  If  God 
is  thought  of  as  both  feminine  and  mascu¬ 
line,  shouldn’t  Satan  be  thought  of  like¬ 
wise?  I  felt  sure  that  General  Conference 
would  address  this  dilemma  in  its  inclu¬ 
sive  language  discussion,  but  alas,  it  did 
not. 

My  tongue-in-cheek  point:  why  have 
those  who  are  so  concerned  about  our 
gender  exclusive  language  about  God  not 
been  equally  concerned  about  excluding 
the  feminine  side  of  evil?  It  would  seem 
to  me  that  we  have  no  more  reason  for 
calling  Satan  by  masculine  terms  than 
by  feminine  ones.  No  doubt,  though,  this 
was  just  an  oversight. 

Anyone  out  there  have  any  suggestions 
for  this  poor  pastor’s  dilemma? 

Fred  A.  Schmidt  Jr. 

Medina,  Ohio 

New  BGM  labor 
contract  ‘really  liked’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Hey,  I  really  like  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  new  labor  union  con¬ 
tract  (see  UMR,  June  1).  Next  year  their 
work  week  will  be  reduced  to  37  hours 
and  35  hours  in  1986. 

Perhaps  with  prayer  and  encourage¬ 
ment,  by  1987  it  can  be  further  reduced  to 
32*/fe  hours,  30  hours  in  1988,  and  27Vfe 
hours  in  1989.  At  that  rate,  by  the  year 
2,000  they’ll  be  down  to  zero,  at  which 
time  the  new  Mission  Society  can  offi¬ 
cially  take  over  and  minister  in  spiritual 
matters  as  Jesus  intended. 

Kenneth  C.  Hamrick 
Thurmont,  Maryland 

Welcome  to  new  readers  in  Ft.  Worth,  Texas 

religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Ft.  Worth,  we 


J.  Harry  Haines 
ports  crowded  churches  and  describes  it¬ 
self  as  a  post-foreign  missionary,  post- 
denominational  church. 

Father  Walbert  Buhlman,  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  Roman  Catholic  missiolo- 
gist,  sees  the  future  center  of  World 
Christianity  no  longer  in  the  West  but  in 
the  Third  World.  He  writes : 

“In  the  course  of  the  third  mil¬ 
lennium,  a  church  historian  may 
compare  the  Eastern  Orthodox 
church  to  the  morning  star,  silent 
glittering;  the  Western  church  to 
the  moon,  which  after  a  night  al¬ 
most  as  luminous  as  the  day  is  now 
growing  dim ;  and  the  third  church 
to  the  sun,  newly  risen  on  the  hori¬ 
zon  ruling  the  day  . . .  The  West  has 
been  dismissed  from  its  post  as  the 
center  of  religious  cultural  unity.” 

To  John  Wesley’s  call  for  “a  reli¬ 
gion  of  a  warm  heart”  and  the  claim  of 
“the  world  as  his  parish”  must  now  b6 
added  a  theology  for  a  world  church.  W0 
are  not,  however,  being  excused  from  bei- 
ing  a  people  in  mission.  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
still  has  an  important  task  to  recruit  ded¬ 
icated  and  skilled  personnel,  as  an  inte^ 
gral  part  and  reminder  to  all  of  us  of  the 
universal  church.  Yet  I  am  convinced 
that  we  must  use  a  large  part  of  our  re^ 
sources  to  empower  our  Third  World  part¬ 
ners  to  fulfill  their  participation  in  mission; 

When  in  1982  and  ’83  Cuban  Methodist 
and  Presbyterian  missionaries  were  sent 
by  their  home  churches,  after  22  years  of 
isolation,  to  witness  for  Christ  through 
their  skills  in  civil  engineering  and  veter^ 
inarian  work,  in  Kampuchea  they  were 
aided  by  Canadian,  American  and  West 
German  church  funds.  We  could  not  send 
missionaries  because  of  visa  restric¬ 
tions,  but  the  empowerment  for  their 
mission  had  begun. 

The  first  Christian  martyr  of  thte 
church  was  not  one  of  the  Twelve,  but 
Stephen,  chosen  by  the  church  to  attend 
to  the  material  needs  of  the  community, 
as  recorded  thus : 

“The  Twelve  called  a  full  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  disciples  and  addressed 
them,  ‘It  would  not  be  right  for  us 
to  neglect  the  word  of  God  so  as  to 
give  out  food;  you,  brothers,  must 
select  from  among  yourselves  sev¬ 
en  men  of  good  reputation,  filled 
with  the  Spirit  and  with  wisdom; 
we  will  hand  over  this  duty  to 
them,  and  continue  to  devote 
ourselves  to  prayer  and  to  the 
service  of  the  word’  ”  (The  Jeru¬ 
salem  Bible). 

Stephen  and  the  deacons  chosen  as  an 
inter-church  aid  committee  led  into  Ste¬ 
phen’s  marvelous  work  among  the1  peo¬ 
ple,  even  miracles  and  great  signs.  His 
one  recorded  sermon,  tracing  the  history 
of  God’s  Spirit  working  through  Israel’s 
leaders  and  the  resistance  of  their  peo¬ 
ple,  created  such  fury  that  it  led  to  Ste¬ 
phen’s  martyrdom.  It  was  clear,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  message  and  the  messen¬ 
ger  were  one. 

Many  Third  World  countries  will  no 
longer  allow  evangelistic  missionaries  to 
work  in  their  countries,  but  they  will  per¬ 
mit  diaconal  ministries.  In  world  mission 
today  there  are  many  countries  where 
we  may  have  to  lay  aside  the  image  of 
Paul  and  see  the  prototype  as  Stephen. 
“God  is  moving  by  His  Spirit, 

Moving  o’er  all  the  earth. 

Signs  and  wonders  of  His  moving,  , 
Move,  O  Lord,  in  me.” 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev.  J. 
Harry  Haines,  is  a  former  Associate 
General  Secretary  of  United 
Methodism's  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  head  of  UMCOR  and  a  re¬ 
tired  member  of  the  Virginia  Confer¬ 
ence.  Dr.  Haines  continues  to  serve  as  a 
consultant  to  Church  World  Service. 


With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  approximately  200  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  St.  Matthew’s  UMC  in  Ft. 
Worth,  Texas  (Central  Texas  Confer¬ 
ence). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 


say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 


The  Works  of  John  Wesley 


Over  twenty  years  in  the  making,  this 
pivotal  five-volume  set  presents  all  of 
Wesley's  sermons  together,  for  the  first 
time  ever,  in  one  set  (plus  the  Journal 
and  the  Georgia  Diary). 

Volumes  1-4  (Sermons)  will  be  edited  by 
Albert  C.  Outler  and  the  Journal/Georgia 
Diary  volume  will  be  edited  by  Richard 
P.  Heitzenrater  and  W.  Reginald  Ward. 

Cokesbury  is  offering  The  Works  of  John 
Wesley  on  a  subscription  basis*.  Volume 
1  is  available  now.  The  remaining  four 
volumes  will  be  published  in  the  fall  of 
each  year  through  1988.  You  will  be 
billed  only  upon  receipt  for  each  volume, 
each  of  which  is  guaranteed  not  to  exceed 


95.  And,  by  subscribing  now,  you 
will  receive  Richard  P.  Heitzenrater's 
new  two-volume  work,  The  Elusive  Mr. 
Wesley,  absolutely  FREE  (a  $19.50  value; 
offer  good  through  12/31/84). 

*And  for  those  who  prefer  not  to  sub¬ 
scribe,  Volume  1  is  available  by  separate 
purchase  (at  $49.95;  A01-46210X),  as  is 
The  Elusive  Mr.  Wesley  (at  $19.50; 

A01-1 15566). 


Cokesbury 


ORDER  FROM  THE  COKESBURY 
SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA: 

1661  N.  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge,  IL  60068 
1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame,  CA  94010 
201  Eighth  Ave.,  South  •  P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville.  TN  37202 

Prices  subject  to  change.  Add  sales  tax  where  applica- 
ble.  Transportation  extra.  Minna 
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Most  United  Methodists  attend  larger  churches 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Most  United  Methodist  churches  have 
fewer  than  300  members. 

But  most  United  Methodists  go  to  the 
larger  churches,  a  recent  statistical  re¬ 
port  shows. 

In  fact,  a  high  percentage  are  in  much 
larger  churches. 

Only  one  of  every  27  UM  local  congre¬ 
gations  has  more  than  1,000  members,  for 
example. 

Yet,  those  relatively  few  churches  con¬ 
tain  40  percent  of  all  UM  members. 

Although  the  1,000-plus-member  church¬ 
es  are  scattered  throughout  the  nation, 
one  might  wonder  if  it  takes  the  soil  of 


one  three-state  area  to  nourish  the  "giants.” 

“Giants”  in  Okla.-Tex.-La. 

Of  the  22  largest  (with  more  than  4,000 
members  each),  18  are  in  Oklahoma, 
Texas  and  Louisiana. 

Of  the  other  four,  another  one  is  also  in 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  (in 
Arkansas),  and  three  are  in  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 

Even  though  the  Northeastern  and 
North  Central  Jurisdictions  have  as 
many  total  members  as  South  Central, 
they  have  no  “giant”  churches.  The 
Western  Jurisdiction  (with  one-fourth  as 
many  members)  also  has  none. 

Differences  between  United  Method¬ 


The  1 14  churches  with  2,500-plus  members  are  located  primarily  in  the  southern 
two  jurisdictions  (regions).  South  Central  has  10  times  as  many  as  Northeastern, 
although  both  jurisdictions  have  almost  identical  total  memberships. 
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Council  tobacco  report 
gets  industry  fired  up 


By  DIANE  WINSTON 
Religious  News  Service  Correspondent 

RALEIGH,  N.C.  (RNS)  -  Church 
officials  call  it  a  study  paper,  but  leaf  ex¬ 
perts  fear  it’s  an  anti-smoking  man¬ 
ifesto. 

“It’s  just  one  more  log  on  the  fire," 
said  James  Graham,  state  Commission¬ 
er  of  Agriculture,  after  reading  a  report 
by  the  tobacco  study  committee  on  the 
Ngr,t,h  Carolipa  Council  of  Churches. 

The  16-page  report,  “Moral  Dimen¬ 
sions  of  Tobacco,”  was  released  June  1. 
Its  intent,  said  committee  members  at  a 
news  conference,  was  to  provoke  dis¬ 
cussion  on  the  issues  surrounding  to¬ 
bacco  use,  marketing  and  production. 

“Our  prayer  is  that  the  paper  will  stim¬ 
ulate  productive  discussion,”  said  the 
Rev.  Rufus  H.  Stark  II  of  Raleigh,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee  and  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Methodist  Home  for 
Children.  “We  believe  that  we  in  North 
Carolina  have  a  stake  in  our  future  and 
we  can  deal  with  our  own  issues.” 

But  dealing  with  the  issue  has  the  po¬ 
tential  to  pit  many  of  the  state’s  churches 
against  the  powerful  tobacco  industry. 

150,000  jobs  involved 

The  council  of  churches  is  an  umbrella 
group  of  16  Christian  denominations  rep¬ 
resenting  1.3  million  people.  Although 
the  Baptist  state  convention  does  not  be¬ 
long  to  the  council,  a  representative  of 
the  denomination,  the  Rev.  George  Reed, 
sat  on  the  tobacco  study  committee. 

Tobacco  accounts  for  almost  55  per¬ 
cent  of  North  Carolina’s  crop  income  and 
150,000  jobs.  The  state’s  crop  represents 
42  percent  of  the  tobacco  grown  in  the 
United  States. 

According  to  the  tobacco  study  paper, 
which  took  six  months  to  complete,  North 
Carolinians  are  faced  with  the  dilemma 
created  by  “mounting  medical  evidence 
;  (that)  links  the  use  of  tobacco  with 
numerous  health  problems”  and  the 
“long  established  tobacco  economy.” 

Moral  questions  raised 

“We  found  serious  moral  questions  in¬ 
volved  with  the  production  of  tobacco, 
and  the  function  of  the  church  is  to  help 
'  people  deal  with  moral  and  ethical 
^  issues,”  Mr.  Stark  said.  The  moral  and 

•  ethical  issues  raised  by  the  paper 

•  include: 

!  —  Health :  “Is  it  morally  consistent  for 

!  a  person  of  integrity  to  emphasize  detri- 


HERETIC! 

A  title  that  once  could  have  cost  you  your 
life  now  on  acclaimed  VHS  color  video  (55 
min)  on  the  life  of  Martin  Luther.  (Also 
available  as  a  live  show  for  free  will 
offerings)  $30.00  covers  unrestricted  use 
and  sale.  Use  as  a  fund  raiser  or  education¬ 
al  tool. 


Send  to: 

Crossroads,  Inc. 
P-O.  Box  609 
La  Veta,  CO  81055 
Ph.  303-742-3860 


"Dynamic"  "Impressive" 

"Bible  based  and  evangelical.” 
Performed  by  Lonnie  Hodge,  a 
professional  actor  with  11  years  of  stage 
credits.  References  on  request. 


mental  effects  of  beverage  alcohol  and 
be  silent  on  the  problem  related  to  to¬ 
bacco. 

The  paper  accepts  evidence  of  the 
medical  community  that  “use  of  tobacco 
endangers  one’s  health.”  Moreover,  it 
concludes  that  recommending  modera¬ 
tion  would  not  solve  the  problem,  since 
some  people  seem  to  be  susceptible  to  to¬ 
bacco. 

—  Economics:  “In  the  free  enterprise 
system,  what  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
producer  as  to  the  effect  of  the  product  on 
the  consumer?”  The  paper  states  that 
“sudden  interruption  of  the  tobacco  econ¬ 
omy  in  North  Carolina  would  bring  eco¬ 
nomic  hardship,  if  not  ruin,  to  a  large 
number  of  citizens.” 

—  Resource  Utilization:  “Can 
questions  about  the  production  of  tobacco 
be  separated  from  the  problem  of  human 
hunger?”  The  tobacco  study  committee 
grew  out  of  a  United  Methodist  Task 
Force  on  Hunger.  However,  the  paper  ob¬ 
serves  that  food  shortages  are  more 
affected  by  “problems  of  distribution 
than  by  acres  of  available  land  in  food 
production.” 

—  Third  World  Marketing:  “Is  it 
wrong  to  advertise  tobacco  products  in 
countries  where  information  about 
health  hazards  is  not  readily  available?” 

—  Freedom  of  Choice:  “Is  the  risk  in¬ 
volved  in  the  use  of  tobacco  borne  largely 
by  the  individual  making  the  choice?" 

The  paper  also  raised  two  issues  that 
went  beyond  the  specific  situation  in 
North  Carolina:  moral  responsibility  in 
the  free  enterprise  system  and  balanced 
world  trade. 

Not  condemnatory 

Farmers  and  the  tobacco  industry  had 
feared  the  paper  would  be  condemna¬ 
tory,  but  no  such  language  appeared  in 
the  report.  In  fact,  it  said  that  individuals 
and  families  who  are  dependent  on  to¬ 
bacco  for  their  livelihood  “cannot  be 
criticized  as  immoral  if  alternative  ways 
of  economic  activity  are  not  available  to 
them.” 

The  industry  nevertheless  greeted  the 
paper  with  skepticism.  “From  an  eco¬ 
nomic  standpoint,  there’s  not  going  to  be 
anything  that  replaces  tobacco,”  said 
John  Sledge,  president  of  the  state  Farm 
Bureau. 

“It’s  just  a  non-issue,”  said  George 
Dunlop,  chief  agricultural  aide  to  Sen. 
Jesse  Helms.  “The  people  worrying 
about  these  things  ought  to  be  worrying 
about  men's  souls.” 

“There  will  always  be  a  market  for  to¬ 
bacco,”  said  Heidi  Pender,  staff  assist¬ 
ant  on  tobacco  for  Rep.  Charles  G.  Rose, 
chairman  of  the  House  subcomittee  on 
agriculture.  “If  it’s  not  produced  in 
North  Carolina,  it  will  be  lost  revenue.” 

J.  Nelson  Gibson  of  Gibson,  a  farmer 
who  served  on  the  tobacco  study 
committee,  said  he  was  initially  afraid 
the  paper  would  condemn  tobacco  and 
call  for  drastic  action.  Yet  he  supported 
the  final  product.  “It’s  a  good  report.  I 
hope  denominations  will  use  it  and 
discuss  the  issues,”  he  said.  “After  see¬ 
ing  the  report  and  its  reasonableness  in 
wanting  the  church  to  study  things,  I 
wouldn  ’  t  be  opposed  to  tha  t .  ” 

That  response  was  exactly  what  the 
committee  hoped  for.  The  N.C.  Council  of 
Churches  has  sent  the  report  to  denomin¬ 
ation  heads  with  the  hope  that  it  will 
filter  down  to  local  church  groups. 


MAKE  SURE  V0UR  CHURCH  ALWAYS  ORDERS  ENOUGH! 

Che  Upper  Room  alive  new !.  Christian  homc 
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ists  in  the  northern  and  southern  regions 
may  result  less  from  regional  cultural 
traits  than  from  members  in  the  North 
tending  to  group  themselves  into  much 
smaller  local  congregations,  suggests 
the  Rev.  Alan  K.  Waltz. 

Dr.  Waltz,  a  research  specialist  for  the 
UMC’s  General  Council  on  Ministries 
recently  issued  some  papers  based  on 
statistics  provided  by  large  churches  at 
the  end  of  1982. 

Why  regional  differences? 

Dr.  Waltz  speculates  that  large  church¬ 
es  are  so  much  more  common  in  the  two 
southern  regions  for  four  reasons: 

•  A  traditional  emphasis  on  raising 
ministers  with  strong  preaching  skills, 
which  are  almost  essential  to  create  and 
maintain  large-membership  churches. 

•  The  big  southern  cities  have  a  pre¬ 
dominantly  Protestant  population. 
Roman  Catholics  and  Lutherans  dom¬ 
inate  the  big  cities  of  the  two  northern  re¬ 
gions. 

•  The  popularity  of  adult  Sunday 
School  classes  makes  larger  churches 
attractive  because  they  can  offer  adults 
more  choices  of  classes.  That  kind  of 
choice  is  relatively  unimportant  in  the 
North  where  a  lower  interest  in  adult 
classes  makes  such  classes  practically 
non-existent  in  many  areas. 

•  Boom  conditions  in  Oklahoma  and  Tex¬ 
as,  in  particular,  create  a  culture  through¬ 
out  society  that  optimistically  under¬ 
takes  many  endeavors  in  a  big  way. 

Regions’  biggest  named 

Each  region’s  two  largest  congrega¬ 
tions,  with  membership  (and  denomin¬ 
ationwide  rank  in  parentheses)  are: 

Northeastern:  St.  Mark’s,  New  York 
City,  3,630  (No.  29),  and  First,  Liverpool, 
N.Y.,  2,957  (No.  59). 


North  Central:  Hyde  Park,  Cincinnati, 
3,332  (No.  38),  and  First,  Peoria.  Ill., 
3,310  (No.  39). 

Western:  First,  San  Diego,  3,722  (No. 
25),  and  First,  Colorado  Springs,  Colo., 
3,620  (No.  30). 

Southeastern:  Peachtree  Road,  At¬ 
lanta,  4,529  (No.  14),  and  First,  Orlando, 
Fla.,  4,459  (No.  15). 

South  Central:  First,  Houston,  12,507 
(No.  1),  and  Highland  Park,  Dallas, 
10,850  (No.  2). 

The  size  study  turned  up  some  oddities. 
For  instance,  three  of  the  13  largest  UM 
churches  are  in  Tulsa,  which  isn’t  even 
one  of  the  50  biggest  metropolitan  areas 
in  the  country. 

First  UMC,  Arlington,  Tex.,  4,271  (No. 
19),  has  more  members  than  the  largest 
church  in  each  of  three  jurisdictions.  But 
it  is  only  the  10th  largest  in  Texas. 

Big  churches  have  big  draw 

Dr.  Waltz  says  he  basically  agrees  with 
researcher  Lyle  Schaller  that  Urban 
Americans  in  the  1980s  are  more 
attracted  by  what  churches  with  more 
than  1,000  members  have  to  offer. 

Unfortunately,  Dr.  Waltz  says,  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  has  259  fewer  of  those 
congregations  than  it  had  10  years  ago. 

he  said  tnat  drop  mainly  reflects  the 
hard  times  that  have  befallen  downtown 
churches.  "We  also  haven’t  had  strong 
enough  clergy  leaders  to  keep  those  1,000- 
member  churches  going,”  he  said. 

“I  really  don’t  know  if  we’ve  turned  that 
around  so  that  we’re  raising  more  strong 
leaders.  Some  people  say  we  have.” 

He  added  thai  none  of  the  emphasis  on 
large  churches  is  meant  to  minimize 
the  importance  for  general  and  annual 
conference  church  leaders  being  sensi¬ 
tive  to  the  needs  of  the  numerous  small- 
membership  congregations. 


. . . but  those 
1 ,00  0-plus-  member 
churches  have 


M 


of  all  United 
Methodist  members 


Of  38,181  United  Methodist  congregations,  1,411  have  more  than  a  thousand 
members.  Those  large  churches  have  40  percent,  or  3.7  million,  of  the  de¬ 
nomination's  9.4  million  members. 
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Taking  roll 

Main-line  denominations  showed  smaller  member  losses  in  ’82 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Main-line 
Protestant  denominations,  which  have 
lost  millions  of  members  since  the  mid- 
1960s,  suffered  only  small  losses  in  1982, 
and  some  churches  gained  members, 
says  the  1984  Yearbook  of  American 
and  Canadian  Churches. 

Total  U.S.  church  membership 
continued  to  grow,  with  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  and  Assemblies  of  God 
among  large  churches  showing  the 
greatest  gains,  according  to  1982 
figures,  the  most  recent  available  from 
the  participating  churches.  However, 
church  membership  gains  failed  to 
keep  pace  with  U.S.  population  growth. 

The  overall  slowing  of  membership 
losses  in  main-line  churches  offers 
“some  signs  that  we  may  be 
approaching  a  turning  point,  but  it 
hasn’t  come  yet,”  said  yearbook  editor 
Constant  H.  Jacquet  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  “There  are  a  few 
‘blips’  up,  but  we  don’t  know  whether  it 
will  represent  a  permanent  change  for 
the  Episcopal  and  Lutheran  Churches.” 

The  Episcopal  Church  counted  26,699 


new  members  in  1982,  bringing  its  total 
for  that  year  to  2,794,139,  and  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  America  counted 
3,826  new  American  members,  bringing 
the  U.S.  membership  total  to  2,925,655. 
The  American  Lutheran  Church  gained 
503  members,  bringing  its  total  to 
2,346,710. 

Net  gain  of  1.1  million 

The  collective  membership  of  U.S. 
churches  rose  by  0.83  percent  in  1982  — 
a  net  gain  of  1,150,445  new  members  for 
a  total  collective  membership  of 
139,603,059.  National  population  growth 
was  estimated  at  1  percent  in  1982. 
Church  membership  as  a  percentage  of 
the  U.S.  population  declined  from  59.7 
percent  in  1981  to  59.6  percent  in  1982. 

In  1982,  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
gained  881,195  members,  or  1.72 
percent,  for  a  total  of  52,088,774.  The 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  gained 
209,065  members,  a  gain  of  1.52  percent, 
for  a  total  of  13,991,709.  The  Assemblies 
of  God  gained  90,788  members,  up  5.07 
percent,  for  a  total  membership  of 
1,879,182  in  1982. 


The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  (Mormon)  gained  31,000 
members  in  the  United  States,  bringing 
its  U.S.  total  to  3,521,000. 

Among  the  smaller  conservative 
churches  showing  gains  in  1982  were  the 
Seventh-day  Adventists,  up  3.02  percent 
to  606,310;  the  Church  of  God  (Cleve¬ 
land,  Term.),  up  1.58  percent  to 463,992; 
the  Church  of  the  Nazarene,  up  1.26 
percent  to  498,491;  and  the  Christian 
and  Missionary  Alliance,  up  4.96 
percent  to  204,713. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  in  America 
gained  12,966  members,  a  rise  of  8.67 
percent,  for  a  total  of  149,548.  Dr. 
Jacquet  said  the  PCA  received  a  num¬ 
ber  of  members  from  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S.  and  United  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  which  joined  last  year  to 
form  the  3.2  million-member  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  ( USA ) . 

Growth  factors  mentioned 

Higher  birthrates  and  evangelization 
accounts  for  most  of  the  larger  mem¬ 
bership  gains,  said  Dr.  Jacquet,  a  staff 
associate  in  NCC’s  Office  of  Research, 


Evaluation  and  Planning.  He  added 
that  immigration  also  played  a  part  in 
the  Catholic  Church  growth.  He  further 
noted  that,  while  theologically  conser¬ 
vative  churches  are  among  the  fastest 
growing,  “there  are  some  signs  that 
their  growth  rate  is  slowing.” 

Among  the  large  Protestant  bodies 
which  lost  members  were  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  Lutheran 
Church-Missouri  Synod,  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  and  the  two  united 
Presbyterian  denominations. 

United  Methodists,  which  reported 
1981  figures,  lost  62,395,  or  0.65  percent, 
for  a  1981  membership  total  of  9,457,012. 
The  Missouri  Synod  dropped  by  5,892, 
or  0.22  percent,  for  2,630,823  in  1982. 
United  Church  of  Christ  lost  9,521  mem¬ 
bers,  or  0.55  percent,  for  a  total  of 
1,716,723  members  in  1982.  The 
Disciples  lost  16,677,  or  1.42  percent,  for 
a  total  of  1,156,418.  United  Presby¬ 
terians  lost  36,808,  or  1.5  percent,  for  a 
total  of  2,342,441  members  in  1982.  The 
PCUS  lost  8,212  members,  or  about  1 
percent,  for  a  total  of  814,931  in  1982. 


TV  to  examine  influence  of  religion  in  national  politics 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  How  religion 
influences  politics  and  the  various  ways 
politicians  court  religious  groups  will  be 

Former  bishop 
ends  affiliation 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

BLOOMINGTON,  Ind.  -  United 
Methodism’s  South  Indiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  meeting  here  and  acting  on  re¬ 
commendation  of  the  conference  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Ordained  Ministry,  accepted  the 
withdrawal  of  membership  from  the  con¬ 
ference  by  former  Bishop  A.  James  Arm¬ 
strong. 

Since  the  action  involved  a  ministerial 
personnel  matter,  it  was  taken  in  execu¬ 
tive  session  open  only  to  ordained  minis¬ 
terial  members  of  the  conference. 

Bishop  Armstrong  resigned  un¬ 
expectedly  both  from  the  episcopacy  and 
from  the  presidency  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  last  November.  In  a 
Jan.  23  letter  to  interim  Bishop  Ralph  T. 
Alton  he  said  he  wished  to  withdraw  his 
conference  membership  under  pro¬ 
visions  of  Para.  448.3  of  “The  Book  of 
Discipline.”  That  is  intended  to  permit 
ministers  to  withdraw  from  United 
Methodism  for  the  purpose  of  uniting 
with  another  denomination. 

Conference  spokesman  James  Steele 
said  former  Bishop  Armstrong  had  not 
requested  that  his  United  Methodist  min¬ 
isterial  credentials  be  endorsed  over  to 
another  denomination.  Mr.  Steele  added 
that  Dr.  Armstrong  could,  if  he  chose, 
apply  for  readmission  to  the  South  In¬ 
diana  conference. 

Mr.  Steele  said  that  a  message  was 
read  to  open  sessions  of  both  the  North 
Indiana  and  South  Indiana  conferences 
from  the  Armstrongs  saying,  in  part, 
“Phyllis  joins  me  in  sending  greetings 
...”  Mr.  Steele  said  that  was  one  indica¬ 
tion  that  the  Armstrongs  might  be  at¬ 
tempting  a  marital  reconciliation.  Mrs. 
Armstrong  filed  for  divorce  during 
March  in  a  court  in  Indianapolis. 

-  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


the  topic  of  ABC-TV’s  program  “Direc¬ 
tions”  on  June  24  at  12:30  p.m.  EDT. 

“The  Bible,  the  Ballot  and  Basic 
Beliefs”  is  the  first  of  a  new  series  of 
hour-long  programs  prepared  by  ABC 
News  in  cooperation  with  Protestant,  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  and  Jewish  groups.  One 
program  will  be  shown  each  quarter, 
complemented  by  several  liturgical  pro¬ 
grams  on  important  religious  holidays. 

Panelists  for  the  June  24  show  are: 

•  the  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Lowery,  president 
of  Southern  Christian  Leadership  Confer¬ 
ence  and  a  United  Methodist; 

•  the  Rev.  Robert  Drinan,  a  Roman 
Catholic  priest,  former  Massachusetts 
Congressman  and  now  a  teacher  at 


Georgetown  University  ; 

•  Professor  Harvey  Cox,  interna¬ 
tionally  known  scholar  of  world  Chris¬ 
tianity  from  Harvard  Divinity  School ; 

•  Sen.  Orrin  G.  Hatch,  Utah  Republi¬ 
can  and  a  sponsor  of  school  prayer  legis¬ 
lation; 

•  Rabbi  Marc  Tanenbaum,  director  of 
the  international  relations  department  of 
the  American  Jewish  Committee. 

ABC  correspondent  Hugh  Downs  will 
play  host  to  the  program  and  the  series. 
For  the  June  24  program,  ABC  White 
House  correspondent  Sam  Donaldson 
will  analyze  how  religious  groups  in¬ 
creasingly  are  attempting  to  influence 
political  issues  and  how  politicians  culti¬ 


vate  their  support.  Rebecca  Chase  of  At¬ 
lanta  will  give  examples  of  religious 
groups  working  at  local  level. 

Faith  groups  participating  in  the  pro¬ 
gram’s  production  are  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  of  Christ,  the  U.S. 
Catholic  Conference,  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  and  the  Jewish  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary  of  America. 

The  program  was  taped  before  a  live 
audience  in  Atlanta.  The  audience  was 
permitted  to  put  questions  to  the  panel¬ 
ists. 

United  Methodist  Communications 
contributed  to  the  program  through  its 
annual  support  of  the  NCCC’s  Commun¬ 
ication  Commission. 


—  HUM  nugn  L/uwus  uuriMiuces  participants  in  the  ABC-TV  News  "Directions”  program  on  "The 
Bible,  the  Ballot  and  Basic  Beliefs.  Panelists  include  (from  left)  Rabbi  Marc  Tanenbaum  of  the  American  Jewish 
Committee;  the  Rev.  Robert  Drinan,  a  former  U.S.  Representative  from  Massachusetts;  U.S.  Sen.  Orrin  Hatch,  R- 
Utah;  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Lowery,  a  United  Methodist  and  president  of  the  Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference.  Another  participant.  Professor  Harvey  Cox  of  the  Harvard  Divinity  School,  is  not  shown.  The  program 
is  to  be  broadcast  June  24. 
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‘Indiana  Jones’  violence  criticized 


Two  UM  ministers  cover  150  miles,  8  towns 


By  DOUGLAS CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

LEXINGTON,  Ky.  -  Two  United 
Methodist  ministers  pedaled  Bicenten¬ 
nial  spirit  through  Kentucky’s  Bluegrass 
region  for  a  week  last  month. 

The  Rev.  Terry  Faris  of  Mount 
Sterling,  Ky.,  and  the  Rev.  Bill  Moore  of 
Lexington  mounted  10-speed  bicycles  to 
ride  150  miles  between  May  13  and  19  and 
conduct  revival  services  in  eight 
communities. 

The  circuit  ride  was  part  of  the 
Methodist  Bicentennial  celebration  in  the 
66-church  Lexington  District  of  the 
Kentucky  Annual  Conference.  Some 
services  also  involved  members  of  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
the  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  said  Mr.  Faris,  pastor  of  First 
UMC  in  Mount  Sterling. 

Nearly  800  people  attended  the 
Bicentennial  gatherings,  Mr.  Faris  said. 

Two  opted  for  bikes 

Although  the  two  traveled  an  area 
famed  for  raising  horses  —  the 
traditional  circuit-rider  travel  mode  — 


they  opted  for  muscle-powered,  wheeled 
mounts.  Horses  “bite,  buck  and  bolt,” 
Mr.  Faris  said.  Since  both  ministers 
lacked  equestrian  experience,  they 
feared  they  would  have  trouble  with 
horses  in  traffic. 

“The  decision  to  use  bicycles  was  not 
frivolous,”  said  Mr.  Moore,  director  of 
the  Wesley  Foundation  at  the  University 
of  Kentucky.  “Bicycles  put  you  close  to 
the  land  and  let  you  get  a  sense  of  the 
distance  (that  circuit  riders  traveled).” 

The  two  ministers  covered  their  circuit 
wearing  bicycle  safety  helmets,  shorts 
and  special  shirts  bearing  the  United 
Methodist  Bicentennial  logo.  At  each 
stop  the  pair  donned  18th-century  frock 
coats  so  they  would  look  more  like 
traditional  circuit  riders.  Mr.  Faris  and 
Mr.  Moore  also  grew  beards  to  go  along 
with  the  18th-century  image. 

Stop  and  share  Christ 

Their  route  loosely  paralleled  Ken¬ 
tucky’s  Hinkston  Circuit  of  1793.  As  the 
ministers  rode  along,  Mr.  Faris  said, 
they  would  stop  at  country  stores  to  talk 


Circuit  riders  try  bikes 


to  people  about  Jesus  Christ,  God  and  the 
Methodist  Bicentennial.  The  duo  spent 
each  night  in  the  home  of  a  member  of  a 
host  church. 

The  theme  of  each  service,  “From  the 
past  to  the  future,”  warned  Methodists 
not  to  get  lost  in  church  nostalgia. 
Instead,  listeners  were  told  they  should 
celebrate  with  “hats  off  to  the  past"  and 
“coats  off  to  the  future,"  Mr.  Faris  said. 

Mr.  Faris  preached  that  message  each 
night.  Mr.  Moore  led  the  singing,  often 
while  playing  his  guitar.  Most  music  was 
by  Charles  Wesley. 

Worshipers  reacted  enthusiastically  to 
the  services  at  all  eight  stops,  the  two 
reported. 


Many  felt  enthusiasm 

The  weeklong  reenactment  allowed 
persons  along  the  way  to  experience 
some  of  the  excitement  and  enthusiasm 
that  early  Methodists  felt  when  circuit 
riders  came  to  town,  Mr.  Faris  said. 

The  Rev.  Harold  W.  Dorsey,  Lexington 
District  superintendent,  agreed.  “It  (the 
ride)  created  an  enthusiasm,  cohesion 
and  unity  among  churches,”  he  said.  “It 
brought  members  from  different 
congregations  to  see  and  hear  a  message 
in  a  common,  informal  worship.  That’s 
unusual  for  people  from  some  churches.” 

Mr.  Faris  said,  “We  weren’t  acting 
that  week.  We  really  were  circuit  riders. 
We  experienced  the  physical  stress.  Not 
knowing  from  day  to  day  what  we  would 
do  or  where  we  would  eat  or  stay  was  all 
part  of  the  adventure.” 


Musicians  take  tunes  to  many  places 

CEDAR  CREST,  N.M.  —  They’re  no  bell  choir,  and  not  many  people  could  confuse  their  voices  with  those  of 
angels,  but  the  Mountainside  United  Methodist  Church  Travelling  Jug  Band  nonetheless  brings  the  message  of  the 
gospel  in  a  special  way  to  the  groups  they  entertain.  Started  several  years  ago  by  Air  Force  Major  Bob  Van  Allen, 
the  band  tours  nursing  homes,  prisons  and  churches  with  its  brand  of  gospel  and  country  music.  Each  year  they 
also  perform  at  revivals  at  the  Montasa  Camp  Ground  Meetings  outside  of  Magdalena,  N.M.  The  25-member  band 
plays  washboards,  spoons  and  kazoos  along  with  conventional  instruments  like  banjos,  guitars  and  harmonicas. 
Judy  Trevor,  a  sign  language  interpreter  for  the  deaf  from  St.  Stephens  UMC  in  Albuquerque,  travels  with  the 
group  to  translate  the  music. 


Church-backed  coalition  recommends  parents ,  children  discuss  film 


The  Rev.  Bill  Moore  (left)  and  the  Rev.  Terry  Faris  lead  the  congregation 
at  Centenary  UMC  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  in  singing  “Jesus,  Lover  of  My  Soul.” 
The  hymn  closed  the  final  service  in  a  weeklong  150-bicycle  circuit  ride 
undertaken  by  the  two  ministers  during  May. 

STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DOUGLAS  CANNON 

TWC  president  leaves  June  1 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

FORT  WORTH  -  Dr.  Jon  Fleming  has 
“vacated  his  office”  as  president  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Texas  Wesleyan 
College  here  effective  June  1,  according 
to  the  Fort  Worth  Star-Telegram. 

The  newspaper  quoted  the  school’s  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  chairman,  Fort  Worth 
businessman  Charlie  Hillard,  as  saying 
that  Dr.  Fleming’s  resignation  was  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  executive  committee.  Both 
actions  —  the  resignation  and  the  accep¬ 
tance  —  are  expected  to  be  ratified  by  the 
board  of  trustees  meeting  here  June  14. 
The  resignation  is  effective  July  1. 

Dr.  Fleming  indicated  in  a  statement 
issued  May  9  that  he  intended  to  submit 
his  resignation  at  the  June  14  meeting. 
His  action  followed  a  series  of  deficits  in 


the  school’s  operating  budget  and  other 
serious  financial  problems.  The  United 
Methodist  agency  responsible  for 
relationships  with  higher  educational 
institutions  like  Texas  Wesleyan,  the 
University  Senate,  took  the  unpre¬ 
cedented  action  this  spring  of  placing  the 
school  on  two  year  probation.  A  review 
team  from  the  University  Senate  issued 
an  eight-page  report  citing  both  strengths 
and  financial  and  administrative  prob¬ 
lems  at  the  school. 

The  Star-Telegram  said  that  Dr.  Jerry 
Bawcom,  the  school’s  vice  president  for 
administration,  has  been  named  interim 
successor  to  Dr.  Fleming.  Dr.  Bawcom 
has  been  on  the  TWC  staff  since  1969  and 
was  named  vice  president  shortly  after 
Dr.  Fleming  became  president. 

-  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


By  SHERON  L.  COVINGTON 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  —  Nelson  Price,  public 
media  director  for  United  Methodist 
Communications,  suggests  that  parents 
talk  with  their  children  before  allowing 
them  to  see  the  high-grossing  new  movie 
"Indiana  Jones  and  the  Temple  of 
Doom,”  because  of  its  high  level  of 
violence. 

Speaking  as  a  UM  agency  staff  person 
and  as  a  director  of  the  National 
Coalition  on  Television  Violence,  he  said, 
“  ‘Indiana  Jones’  is  a  very  popular 
movie,  and  many  children  want  to  see 
it.” 

He  warned,  however,  that  “parents 
should  let  their  children  know  what  their 
values  are  and  specifically  their  point  of 
view  on  gratuitous  violence  before  they 
see  the  movie.” 

The  TV  violence  coalition,  based  in 
Champaign,  Ill.,  and  partially  funded  by 
religious  organizations,  has  launched  a 
protest  against  the  excessive  violence  of 
the  movie  as  well  as  its  PG  (Parental 
Guidance)  rating. 

‘Extreme  violence’  claimed 

The  coalition  claims  the  two-hour 
movie  contains  215  acts  of  “extreme  and 
gruesome”  violence.  Among  the  violent 
acts  are  the  display  of  bloody  human 
internal  organs,  a  heart  ripped  out  of  a 
man’s  chest  and  the  eating  of  live  snakes. 
Due  to  the  nature  of  these  scenes,  the 
coalition  suggests  that  an  X  or  R  rating 
would  be  more  appropriate. 

The  anti-violence  coalition  is  four 
years  old  and  monitors  mass  media 
programming  with  a  small  staff 


r  CLASSIFIED 

RATES  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion 
$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1  00 
additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance 

DIRECTOR  FOR  PROGRAM  &  OPERATION. 
Epworth  Forest  Conference  Center.  North  Webster, 
Indiana  Contact  Tom  Frost.  10145  Maysville.  Fort 
Wayne.  IN  46815  Applications  open  until  July  9. 1984. 

NEEDED:  MUSIC/YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  Handley 
UMC  ( 1 .300  members  > .  2929  Forest.  Ft.  Worth.  Texas 
76112,  (817)  451-4321,  $12,000  minimum  (negotiable 
based  on  experience). 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION-YOUTH  DIRECTOR. 
Coastal  South  Florida  church  needs  experienced 
couple  or  individual  who  has  had  successful,  proven 
program  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable  This  is  not 
a  usual  or  average  opportunity.  Send  resume;  it  will 
be  held  in  confidence  Staff/Parish.  Box  1289.  Lake 
Worth.  Fla.  33460 

WANTED:  Youth  Director  Part-time  or  full  time. 
Send  resume  only  to  Ellenton  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.0  Box  236.  Ellenton,  Fla  33532. 

FOR  SALE;  A.  B.  Dick  980  copier.  3  years  old.  $600  or 
best  offer  Some  extra  parts  and  supplies  included 
Call  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Katy.  Texas 
713-391-2121 

WANTED:  For  additional  color  work,  need  ink  drums 

for  Roneo  Vickers  Mimeo  870.  Call  419-894-6454  West 
Independence  United  Methodist  Church  22876  U.S.  224, 
Fostoria,  Ohio  44830 

WANTING  TO  PURCHASE  SECOND-HAND,  good 
condition,  set  of  handbells  (at  least  3  octaves).  Call 
Gary  Freeman  214-242-0602  or  write:  First  UMC. 

P  O  Box  110204.  Carrollton.  TX  75011. 

POSITION  OPEN:  Music/Youth  Director  —  First 
UMC.  McKinney.  Texas  Solid  and  growing  program; 
good  benefits.  Salary  negotiable  based  on  experience 
Send  resume  to:  Rev  Michael  Haynes.  P  O  Box  374. 
McKinnev  Texas  75069 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Director  of  Children's  Min¬ 
istries  Church  of  2,600  members  in  south  Denver  sub¬ 
urb.  seeking  person  with  degree  in  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  or  equivalent  and  at  least  two  years  experience 
in  children's  programming  Salary  negotiable  Con- 
tact  Rev  Allen  Simons.  1313  West  Shepperd.  Little¬ 
ton.  CO 80120.  phone:  303-794-6379 

GROUPS  OF  12  OR  MORE  Famous  Great  Passion 
Play  package  includes  $7.50  tickets,  lodging,  swim¬ 
ming  and  meals  at  Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort. 
Eureka  Springs.  Ark.,  for  just  $20  each!  Call  501- 
253-8418  today! 

PARAGRAPH  REPRINTS  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Discipline  of  1798  which  contain  the  explanatory 
notes  on  Methodist  polity  written  by  Thomas  Coke  and 
Francis  Asbury,  can  be  purchased  for  ten  dollars,  in¬ 
cluding  postage.  Mail  order  and  check  to  Institute 
for  the  Study  of  Methodism  at  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary.  2121  Sheridan  Road.  Evans¬ 
ton.  Ill  60201  j 

PERKINS  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY  seeks  a  Direc 
tor  of  Continuing  Education  PhD  or  equivalent  re¬ 
quired  Responsibilities  include  planning  and  imple¬ 
mentation  of  programs  in  continuing  education  for 
laypersons  arid  clergy,  supervision  of  Doctor  of 
Ministry  Program  Salary  negotiable  Apply  to  Dean. 
Perkins  School  of  Theology.  SMU.  Dallas.  Texas  75275 
not  later  than  July  1.  1984  SMU  is  an  affirmative 
action  employer 

LIMITED  EDITION.  1.000  numbered  4X5'^  color  re¬ 
productions  of  "Epworth  "  Matted  for  8x94-4.  Money 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC.  Brentwood  UMC  (Nashville) 
Tennessee;  Full-time  position.  2200-member  church 
Strong  music  program,  graded  choirs,  handbells, 
ensembles.  Reuter  Organ,  strong  academic  back¬ 
ground  and  experience  desirable.  Salary  negotiable 
Send  resumes  to  Dr  Robert  H  Spain.  Brentwood 
UMC.  309  Franklin  Road.  Brentwood.  TN  30727 

1 109  N  Staples,  Corpus  Chnsti.  Texas  78401 

BISHOP  MELVIN  WHEATLEY  CASSETTE  TAPE 
sets  available!  "Biblical  Perspectives  on.  The 
Family.  Marriage,  and  Sexuality"  —  3  tapes  for 
$13  50  "Sermon  series  on  The  Lord's  Prayer"  -  5 
tapes  for  $22.50  Add  10%  for  postage  and  handling. 

MINISTER 'DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH,  responsible 
for  full-tim-  ,nuth  program  for  suburban  church  of 
1.500  members  Resume  to  Jan  Shockley.  King's  Way 
United  Methodist  Church,  2400  Fritts  Lane.  Spring- 
field  MO  65804 

Montana  59701 

FREE  -  300  CROSS  REFERENCED  RECIPES  in 
limited  edition  cookbook.  Signed  and  numbered  by 
author  'Market  test  of  various  ads)  $9  95  retail 

MISSIONARY  ACTOR  SEEKS  BOOKINGS  for  one 
character  shows  on  the  Apostle  Paul  and  Martin 
Luther  Professional  plays  for  free  will  offering 
Non-profit  prison  ministry  Video  tapes  available  for 
sale  —  use  for  fund  raising-education,  etc  —  $30  — 
VHS  video  unrestricted  use  Crossroads.  Inc  .  P.0 
Box  609,  La  Vela.  CO  81055  Ask  for  "The  Tent  Maker' " 
or '  The  95  Theses  " 

Crossroads.  P  O  Box  609.  La  Vela.  CO  81055  Beef, 
wildgame,  fowl,  excellent  hook 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES 
near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view.  Completely 
furnished  efficiencies  $125  week.  $400  four  weeks: 
Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138,  Waynesville.  N.C  28786 
(704  )  6Z7  6067 

composed  primarily  of  volunteers.  Mr. 
Price  is  the  one  religious  leader  on  the 
coalition’s  board  of  directors.  He  was 
responsible  for  a  $3,000  United  Methodist 
grant  to  the  group  in  1980. 

Additional  funding  has  come  from 
Roman  Catholic  bishops  and  from  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America.  The 
coalition  maintains  a  second  smaller 
office  in  Washington  which  is  run  by  the 
Church  of  Brethren  volunteers. 

Dr.  Thomas  Radecki,  a  psychiatrist  at 
the  University  of  Illinois  School  of 
Medicine  and  chairman  of  the  anti¬ 
violence  group,  characterizes  “Indiana 
Jones”  as  the  “romanticization  of 
intense  and  gruesome  violence.”  Dr. 
Radecki  listed  four  additional  negative 
elements  of  the  film. 

Young  murderers  objectionable 

“The  role  model  of  10-year-old  children 
in  the  film  murdering  villains  is  very 
objectionable.  There  was  a  total  absence 
of  any  attempt  to  resolve  problems 
through  non-violent  peaceful  means.  The 
constant  putdown  of  the  only  female  role 
in  the  movie  (Willie,  a  nightclub  singer) 
who  is  finally  taken  by  Jones,  seems 
inappropriate,”  he  said.  Dr.  Radecki 
also  noted  that  the  redemptive 
characteristics  of  Jesus  Christ  and  of  the 
Hindu  fertility  god,  Shiva,  were  altered 
in  the  film. 

“We  have  become  desensitized  to 
violence,”  he  continued.  “In  spite  of 
irrefutable  evidence  that  major  amounts 
of  violence  result  from  the  saturation  of 
our  U.S.  and  world  culture,  we  have  been 
unable  to  get  Congress  to  take  any 
action.” 


RNS  staff  changes  made 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Rev.  Judy  Weid- 
man,  a  clergy  member  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  Northern  Illinois  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  will  become  Editor/Director  of 
Religious  News  Service  effective  July  2. 

Ms.  Weidman  will  succeed  Gerald  A. 
Renner.  Mr.  Renner,  a  Catholic  layman, 
has  headed  the  New  York-based  daily 
interfaith  news  service  since  1976. 

These  and  several  other  staff  changes 
were  announced  June  8  in  a  letter  to  RNS 
subscribers  from  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III,  chairman  of  the  board  of  the 
news  service  and  chief  executive  of  RNS’ 
parent  organization,  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter. 

His  letter  recalled  commitments  to 
excellence  and  subscriber-responsive¬ 
ness  the  new  ownership  made  when  as¬ 
suming  responsibility  for  RNS  last 
November.  He  cited  several  changes 
which  have  occurred  in  partial  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  those  commitments,  including 
the  hiring  of  the  news  service’s  first 
marketing  specialist  and  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  Jean  Caffey  Lyles  as  a  writing 
specialist  in  mainline  Protestant  affairs. 

Mr  Dunnam  noted  that  the  new  parent 
organization  has  sustained  a  deficit  ap¬ 
proaching  $100,000  on  RNS  operations 
during  the  past  seven  months,  but  that 
economic  factors  were  not  foremost  in 
bringing  about  those  changes  in  per¬ 
sonnel. 

“We  are  concerned  but  not  fatalistic 
about  the  future  of  RNS,"  he  said.  “We 
did  not  expect  Religious  News  Service  to 
become  financially  self-sustaining  over¬ 
night  after  existing  for  50  years  as  a 
heavily  subsidized  department  in 
another  organization. 

“Our  best  judgment,  however,”  he 
added,  “is  that  RNS  cannot  survive  and 
prosper  without  a  new  infusion  of  profes¬ 
sional  creativity  and  administrative 
skill.” 

He  described  Ms.  Weidman,  with 
whom  he  has  worked  periodically  over 


Knife-brandishing  Harrison  Ford  stars  as  archeologist  Indiana  Jones  in 
the  popular  new  film,  "Indiana  Jones  and  the  Temple  of  Doom.”  The 
National  Coalition  on  Television  Violence,  supported  by  religious  leaders 
and  groups,  has  criticized  what  it  calls  the  high  level  of  violence  in  the  film. 


the  past  14  years,  as  “an  astute  ‘can  do’ 
person  with  deeply  rooted  religious  and 
journalistic  commitments.”  She  has 
been  a  communications  and  inter¬ 
pretation  executive  for  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  the  past  10  years.  Before 
that,  she  was  a  religion  writer  for  a  daily 
newspaper  in  Indiana,  an  associate  editor 
of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  and  an 
editor  of  adult  curriculum  materials  for 
The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

Mr.  Dunnam  described  those  three 
types  of  institutions  —  daily  newspapers, 
denominational  publications,  and 
national  denominational  agencies  —  as 
“the  three  constituencies  to  which 
Religious  News  Service  is  primarily 
directed.” 

Mr.  Dunnam’s  letter  to  RNS 
subscribers  also  announced  that  Jerry 
Fitzgerald,  RNS  news  editor  for  the  past 
six  years,  has  given  notice  of  plans  to 
vacate  his  position  in  mid-August  to 
relocate  with  his  wife  in  Washington. 
Tammy  Tanaka,  an  RNS  writer  since 
1969,  and  Maury  Bozarth,  RNS  clerk  and 
librarian  since  1960,  will  vacate  their  po¬ 
sitions  in  late  June. 

Mr.  Dunnam  expressed  appreciation 
for  the  contributions  to  RNS  of  Mr. 
Renner,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  Ms.  Tanaka, 
and  Mr.  Bozarth  over  a  combined  tenure 
of  more  than  50  years,  and  regret  that  cir¬ 
cumstances  make  such  difficult  person¬ 
nel  decisions  necessary. 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  the  new  RNS 
Editor/Director,  in  filling  the  vacancies 
created  by  these  departures,  will  be 
guided  by  three  primary  considerations: 
(1)  the  need  for  highly  competent  jour¬ 
nalistic  professionals  “who  have  a  gener¬ 
al  interest  in  religious  news  editing  and 
reporting”;  (2)  a  writer/editor  with  a 
specialized  interest  in  evangelical  Prot¬ 
estant  affairs,  and  (3)  a  writer/editor 
with  a  specialized  interest  in  Roman 
Catholic  affairs. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


the  church  today 


UMs  arrested  after 
blocking  bridge  to  plant 

ROCK  ISLAND,  Ill.  (UMNS)  -  Three 
United  Methodist  pastors  and  two  lay 
persons  from  the  Northern  Illinois 
Annual  Conferences  were  among  those 
arrested  here  June  4  as  they  tried  to 
block  bridges  to  Arsenal  Island,  the 
government’s  largest  conventional 
weapons  plant. 

More  than  350  demonstrators 
representing  several  peace  groups 
gathered  before  daybreak  at  entrances 
which  connect  Arsenal  Island  in  the 
Mississippi  River  with  Rock  Island, 
Moline  and  Davenport,  Iowa.  Many  sat 
down  in  the  streets  to  block  workers  from 
entering  the  plant.  Nearly  150  persons 
were  arrested. 

Twenty  persons  from  the  Northern 
Illinois  Annual  Conference  —  including 
Annamary  DeWitt,  wife  of  Bishop  Jesse 
DeWitt  —  were  among  the  demonstra¬ 
tors  who  came  from  across  the  midwest. 

All  five  were  charged  with  unlawful 
assembly  and  released  on  their  own 
recognizances.  They  are  to  appear  in 
court  June  29. 


Churches  sponsoring  refugees 
say  they’d  do  it  again 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

A  survey  suggests  that  more  than  half 
the  groups,  churches  and  individuals  who 
recently  have  “sponsored”  the 
settlement  of  refugees  are  willing  to  be 
sponsors  again. 

In  a  regular  report  required  by  the  U.S. 
State  Department,  Church  World  Service, 
relief  and  refugee  agency  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  said  an  analysis  of 
90-day  reports  of  refugee  progress  found 
that  57  percent  of  sponsors  said  they 
would  do  it  again. 

The  analysis  found  that  on  average  a 
sponsor  donated: 

•  $730  in  cash. 

•  $890  in  goods  and  services. 

•  196  hours  of  volunteer  time. 

During  the  October  through  January 

reporting  period,  51  percent  of  the 
refugees  were  from  Southeast  Asia,  31 
percent  from  Eastern  Europe,  14  percent 
from  the  Near  East,  3  percent  from 
Africa  and  about  1  percent  from  Latin 
America,  Church  World  Service 
reported. 


ST 


ft  LANDSUN  HOMES,  INC. 

An  Interactive  Retirement  Community 
designed  to  provide  appropriate  support 
for  the  changing  needs  of  every  resident. 


Now  building  cottages  to  complete 
Landsun  Parkhouse  Village,  a 
townhouse-style  residential  area 
for  independent  living. 


Write: 

Landsun  Homes,  Inc. 
1900  Westridge  Road 
Carlsbad,  NM  88220 
Call:  (505)  887-2894 


Owned  and  operated  by  the  New  Mexico  Conference, 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
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Conference  Celebrates  Bicentennial . . . 


Musical  director  William  Riley  (John  Wesley  as  well)  is  shown  at  the  microphone 
with  Ginger  Folmer  and  Jim  Montgomery,  narrators,  to  his  right  in  the  Conference 
presentation  of  "Strangely  Warmed."  The  remainder  of  the  cast  is  on  the  right. 


A  smiling  group  of  just  retired  ministers  and  some  spouses  are  shown  above.  The 
Conference  had  just  heard  some  of  the  highlights  of  their  ministries.  They  are  First 
row:  Dr.  Sam  Walker.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Crichlow.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  E. 
Carter,  Rev.  Franklin  Adams;  Second  Row:  Rev.  Leo  Beck.  Mrs.  John  Casey  and 
Rev.  John  Casey,  Mrs.  Oakley  Edwards,  and  Rev.  Oakley  Edwards,  Mrs.  Cecil  Mims. 
Mrs.  Elmer  Malone  and  Rev.  Elmer  Malone;  Top  Row:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Beverly  Bond. 
Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  Mrs.  Rorie  and  Rev.  Glen  Rorie,  Rev.  Cecil  Mims,  Mrs.  Merrill  and 
Dr.  Merlin  Merrill. 


Delegates  Become 
‘Strangely  Warmed’ . . . 

By  ELWOOD  FLEMING 

The  1984  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodists  celebrated 
many  things  —  the  work  of  a  craftsman 
who  presented  the  bishop  a  homemade 
decoy;  a  beautiful  basket  with  unknown 
contents  to  the  same  bishop  from  The 
People’s  Community  Center  of  New 
Orleans;  the  Bowden  award  for 
preaching  to  the  same  said  Bishop,  Paul 
V.  Galloway,  who  graciously  received 
them  and  deserved  them  all. 

The  conference  also  celebrated  the 
ordination  of  nine  new  deacons  and  seven 
elders,  along  with  celebrating  the 
retirement  of  15  of  our  fine  servants  of 
God.  Our  hearts  were  indeed  strangely 
warmed  when  we  heard  them  tell  a  few 
of  their  exploits  that  livened  their 
ministries. 

The  some  one  thousand  lay  and 
ministerial  delegates  and  visitors  also 
celebrated  the  organization  of  two  new 
churches  —  Messiah  UMC  in  Kenner  and 
the  Korean  congregation  in  New  Orleans, 
(with  the  word  that  two  more  —  the  Drew 
Community  church  in  West  Monroe  and  a 
new  Inter-racial  church  in  North  East 
New  Orleans  would  be  started  this  year. ) 
In  addition,  the  conference  was  happy  to 
learn  from  Dr.  Don  Emler  that  17  new 
Sunday/Church  Schools  had  been 
organized  this  past  year.  They  are: 
Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District- 
Meadows  Chapel,  Center,  Darlington; 
Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District,  Krotz 
Springs,  Hartzell,  Kaplan;  New  Orleans- 
Houma  District-Peoples’  UM;  New 
Orleans-Slidell  District-Ray  Avenue, 
John  Wesley,  Felicity;  Monroe  District- 
Oak  Ridge;  Lake  Charles  District-Pine 
Prairie,  Iota,  Hayes;  Shreveport 
District-Ellerbe  Road,  Stonewall,  and 
HallSummitt. 

The  nomination  to  the  episcopacy  of 
Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  was  celebrated  by 
a  standing  ovation.  Also,  we  celebrate 
the  election  of  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson  as 
Secretary  of  the  Conference  and  Dr. 
Jimmie  Caraway  as  Conference 
Treasurer  —  both  for  the  quadrennium. 

The  memorial  service  was  a 
celebration  of  the  lives  and  ministries  of 
the  ministers  and  spouses  who  have 
joined  the  Church  Triumphant.  Dr. 
Merlin  Merrill  beautifully  described 
"The  Endless  Line  of  Splendor,”  to 
whom  we  owe  so  much.  The  ordinands 
heard  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield, 
former  episcopal  leader  of  Louisiana, 
declare  that  it  was  "the  duty  of  the 
ordained  to  guide  the  whole  flock!”  He 
also  said  we  are  ordained  to  the  Word, 
the  Sacraments  and  Order.  His  topic, 
"An  Ordination  Message,”  was  based  on 
Ephesians  3:7,  "I  was  made  a  minister.  ” 

Other  things  for  which  we  are  grateful 
and  celebrate  include: 

•  Raising  the  annuity  rate  from  $185  to 
$200  per  service  year. 

•  Setting  the  minimum  salary  at 
$15,600. 

•  The  Bob  Lay  1000  Club  for  their 
giving  of  $75,000  per  year  toward  new 
church  construction. 

•  The  imminent  consecration  and 
opening  of  the  LaFon  Home  in  New 
Orleans. 

•  An  excellent  youth  report  which  used 
live  presentations  and  video  in  a  "take¬ 
off”  on  several  national  TV  shows  and  a 
famous  commercial. 


•  Sharing  the  social  conscience  of 
United  Methodism  as  it  spoke  to  concerns 
of  DWI,  Central  America,  Prayer  in 
Schools  and  the  two  resolutions  (passed 
unanimously)  which  opposed  a  state¬ 
wide  lottery  or  gambling  in  any  form  to 
raise  state  funds,  and  supported  the 
licensing  of  all  Day-Care  Centers. 

•  The  growing  Confirmation  training  in 
the  conference  and  a  coming  conference 
on  the  Holy  Spirit. 

•  Rejoicing  with  two  fine  Third-World 
scholars  who  are  receiving  Ph.D. 
degrees  at  LSU  in  agriculture  and  who 
will  return  to  their  homelands,  through 
the  support  of  FISH  (Our  Conference’s 
outstanding  World  Hunger  Program ) . 

•  Reported  that  four  new  homes  for 
retired  ministers  were  completed  last 
year. 

In  addition,  we  celebrated  the  life  and 


ministry  of  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin, 
whose  seven  years  of  ministry  in  our 
midst  has  left  its  mark  on  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  We  were  glad  Virginia  and 
Ken,  Jr.  could  be  with  us  to  feel  the  love 
the  conference  will  always  have  for  the 
Shamblins. 

And  finally,  the  whole  “Strangely 
Warmed”  Wesleyan  slogan  culminated 
in  the  fabulous  Bicentennial  Celebration 
which  closed  the  conference  Wednesday 
night.  Dr.  Bob  Buseick,  of  Centenary 
College,  gave  us  a  magnificent 
presentation  of  words,  music  and  drama, 
which  made  us  all  grateful  to  God  for 
John,  Charles  and  all  the  Methodists  who 
are  our  foreparents  in  the  Congregation 
of  the  Church  Universal  called  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  It  was  called 
"Strangely  Warmed,”  and  so  our  hearts 
were! 


Persons,  Churches  and  Events 


Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  will  sponsor  a 
"Missions  Fair,”  on  Saturday,  July  7, 
from  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  The  event  will  be 
led  by  Drs.  Jarrell  and  Joyce  Mathism, 
World  Division  missionaries.  Films,  film 
strips,  and  video-tapes  pertaining  to 
current  mission  activity  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  be  shown. 

The  First  UM  Church  of  Amite  had  a 
special  Bicentennial  Homecoming 
Service  on  June  10.  Among  the 
distinguished  guests  were  Rev.  H.  A. 
Toumsley,  Rev.  A.  T.  Low,  Rev.  D.  M. 
Risinger,  Rev.  G.  R.  Messer,  Rev. 
William  C.  Blakely,  Rev.  J.  M.  Lee,  Rev. 
D.  E.  Monne  and  Mrs.  May  McKnight. 
Rev.  Robert  L.  Burgess  is  the  pastor. 

In  celebration  of  Aldersgate  Sunday, 
John  Wesley  (Nathan  Childs)  visited  St. 
Paul’s  UM  Church  in  Harahan  on  May  27. 
Rev.  L.  W.  Taylor  welcomed  him  and 
invited  him  to  preach.  Mr.  Timothy 
Swale  (Richard  Greene),  the  Epworth 
Village  singing  teacher,  instructed  the 
Costumed  Choir  on  the  proper  way  to 


sing,  using  John  Wesley’s  "Directions  for 
Singing.”  All  hymns  and  anthems  were 
written  by  Charles  Wesley.  The 
Bicentennial  Committee  who  planned  the 
program  were:  Emmy  Lon  Larusso, 
Gloria  Esthue  and  Karon  Smith. 

A  St.  Tammany  Summer  Work  Camp 
is  in  progress  at  a  privately  owned  camp 
between  Mandevilleand  LaCombe,  La.  It 
is  sponsored  by  the  St.  Timothy  UM  Sr. 
High  UMYF.  Leadership  is  being 
provided  by  Kathi  and  Eugene  Finnell 
and  Kent  Kilbourne. 

A  Christian  Bicentennial  Gathering  is 
being  held  at  the  Lake  Charles  District. 
Camp  at  LeBlanc,  Louisiana,  sponsored 
by  the  Lake  Charles  District.  It  began  on 
Sunday  June  17,  and  will  end  June  22.  It 
includes  Bible  classes,  singing  groups, 
(modern,  Bluegrass,  Country  Gospel), 
choirs,  preaching  and  entertainment  for 
the  young  couple. 

Dr.  Lea  Joyner,  pastor  of  Southside 
UM  Church.  Monroe.  La.,  announced  the 
32nd  Homecoming  for  Sunday.  July  8. 
The  speaker  for  the  day  is  Bishop  Paul  V. 
Galloway,  with  Dr.  Doug  McGuire 


participating.  At  the  10:50  service,  the 
note  will  be  burned,  and  the  $2,500,000 
plant  will  be  dedicated.  The  present 
membership  of  the  church  is  2,270 
Seventeen  men  and  women  have  entered 
the  ministry  in  the  32  years  of  the 
church’s  existence. 

"The  Miracles,”  a  talented  singing 
ensemble  of  mildly  and  moderately 
retarded  adults  from  Baddour  Memorial 
Center  in  Senatobia,  Mississippi,  will 
sing  during  the  8:30  a.m.  worship  service 
at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church, 
and  at  the  10:50  a.m.  service  at  Noel 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport 
The  date  is  Sunday,  June  24. 

The  Belcher  United  Methodist  Church 
of  the  Shreveport  District  was  omitted  in 
the  material  submitted  to  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  from  Health  and 
Welfare  ministries.  Rev.  Mark  Meier 
indicates  that  the  Belcher  Church  was 
actually  number  one  in  the  Shreveport 
listings  with  $1,113.50  paid  to  the  Good 
Samaritan  Offering,  and  was  number 
two  in  proportionate  giving  in  the 
conference. 


Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway  is  shown  at 
(lie  opening  of  the  Memorial  Service  on 
Monday.  June  4.  lie  was  the  celebrant  for 
the  service  of  Communion. 


Rev.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Jr.  is  shown 
above  addressing  the  Annual  Conference 
and  expresing  the  appreciation  and  love 
of  his  mother,  Virginia,  and  the  family  to 
(he  Louisiana  United  Methodists. 


Mr.  Peter  Sargent,  of  Ponchalula. 
above,  served  as  organist  for  the  Annual 
Conference.  He  also  presented  a  solo  on 
one  occasion. 

Religion  and  Politics 
Special  to  Be 
Aired  by  ABC 

"The  Bible,  the  Ballot  and  Basic  Be¬ 
liefs,”  an  ABC  News  DIRECTIONS  spe¬ 
cial  probing  the  controversies  and 
questions  concerning  religion  and  poli¬ 
tics,  will  be  presented  Sunday,  June  24, 
on  the  ABC  television  network  (12:30- 
1:30  p.m.,  EDT  —  editors,  check  local 
times). 

Anchored  by  Hugh  Downs,  the  pro¬ 
gram  will  include  special  reports  from 
ABC  News  correspondent  Sam  Donald¬ 
son  (Washington.  DC)  and  Rebecca 
Chase  (Atlanta). 

Faith  groups  participating  in  the  pro¬ 
gram’s  production  are  the  National  coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches,  the  U.S.  Catholic  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
and  the  Jewish  Theological  Seminary  of 
America. 

The  proper  relationship  between  the 
forces  of  religion  and  politics  will  be 
examined  by  a  diverse  and  noteworthy 
panel  of  experts  during  the  hour. 

Panelists  are: 

—  The  Reverend  Jerry  Falwell,  leader 
of  the  Moral  Majority  movement. 

—  Father  Robert  Drinan,  former 
Massachusetts  Congressman  and  now  a 
professor  at  Georgetown  University. 

—  Professor  Harvey  Cox,  internation¬ 
ally  respected  church  analyst  from  Har¬ 
vard  Divinity  School. 

—  Sen.  Orrin  Hatch.  Utah 
Representative  and  one  of  the  sponsors 
of  recent  legislation  advocating  school 
prayer. 

—  Rabbi  Marc  Tenenbaum,  Director, 
International  Relations  Department  of 
the  American  Jewish  Committee. 

"The  Bible,  the  Ballot,  and  Basic 
Beliefs”  is  the  first  program  to  be 
presented  under  the  new  ABC  News 
DIRECTIONS  format,  which  consists  of 
one  timely  hour-long  program  each 
quarter,  complemented  by  several 
liturgical  programs  covering  important 
religious  holidays. 


Bishop  Crutchfield  Addresses  Ordinands. . . 

Bishop  Finis  A.  C  rutchfield,  left  above,  is  shown  with  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  retiring  Dean  of 
the  Cabinet  as  they  prepare  to  enter  the  sanctuary  at  First  UM  Church.  Shreveport 
for  the  Ordination  Service. 


International  Lesson  Series 


Family  Rebellion 

Bv  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT  wives  or  concubines  were  held  in  very 

Associate  Pastor  low  esteem  which  led  to  their  own  sens£ 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of  worthlessness. 


Baton  Rouge 

II  Samuel 

The  old  saying,  "Blood  is  thicker  than 
water,”  has  to  do  with  family 
relationships  and  family  loyalties.  So 
often  we  see  this  interpreted  in  such  a 
way  that  one  segment  of  the  larger 
family  sides  against  another  segment 
because  of  some  disagreement  (in-laws, 
estranged  brothers  or  sisters,  "disin¬ 
herited”  children,  etc.).  Sometimes,  one 
persons  seems  to  stand  alone  without  any 
support  from  anyone  else,  even  from 
family  or  friends. 

The  ancient  Hebrews  had  an 
understanding  of  family  which  went 
much  farther  than  ours.  Hebrew  families 
were  usually  very  large  due  to  the 
common  practice  of  polygamy.  Also, 
several  generations  lived  together  for 
there  were  no  nursing  homes  or  day-care 
centers.  To  outsiders,  these  families 
seemed  to  be  thoroughly  in  agreement  on 
everything.  They  followed  the  leader, 
usually  the  patriarch  of  the  family,  and 
offered  a  common  front  against  all 
enemies  and  contests. 

But,  the  very  form  which  gave  the 
larger  family  the  appearance  of  a 
common  front  contributed  greatly  to 
inner  dissension.  Wives  were  almost  like 
chattel,  always  considered  inferior  to 
their  husbands.  And.  strangely  enough, 
the  husband’s  concubines  were  treated 
as  well  as  his  wives  with  one  exception  — 
only  the  wife's  children  could  inherit 
When  there  were  several  wives  and 
concubines,  the  children  gathered 
around  their  individual  mothers  like 
small  solar  systems,  each  mother  vying 
for  special  favors  for  her  offspring. 
Divorce  was  at  the  will  or  whim  of  the 
husband.  Children  were  powerless,  yet  a 
mother  was  given  status  by  the  number 
of  children  (and  by  the  chronological 
order  of  their  births)  that  she  bore. 
Through  all  of  this,  a  concept  of  family 
loyalty  prevailed.  First  loyalty  was  to  the 
immediate  family.  And,  second  loyalty 
was  to  the  Hebrew  race. 

Dissension  came  in  the  form  of 
jealousy.  After  all,  only  the  first  born 
could  receive  the  birthright  and 
inheritance;  the  others  were  cut  off.  The 
wife  who  produced  the  first-born  felt 
superior  to  the  other  wives.  The  other 
wives  were  jealous  and  tried  to  figure  out 
a  way  to  gain  at  least  a  part  of  that 
inheritance  for  their  children.  Childless 


We  can  only  imagine  the  intrigue 
which  went  on  in  the  harem  of  King 
David.  He  had  six  wives  when  he  ruled  in 
Hebron.  When  he  moved  to  Jerusalem, 
he  married  several  more.  All  of  these 
wives  wanted  their  child  to  succeed 
David  to  the  throne.  Absalom’s  mother, 
who  was  the  daughter  of  the  king  of 
Geshur  and  one  of  David’s  wives,  wanted 
him  to  be  king  and  worked  toward  that 
end  Absalom  had  to  flee  to  Geshur  be¬ 
cause  he  had  committed  murder  (killing 
Amnon  who  had  raped  his  sister)  and 
David  mourned  his  absence  from  Jerusa¬ 
lem  But.  when  Absalom  finally  returned 
to  Jerusalem,  he  was  already  planning 
ways  to  take  the  throne  away  from  his 
father.  David 

Our  scripture  takes  up  the  story  from 
this  point  and  tells  us  how  Absalom 
plotted  to  unseat  the  king.  He  went  into 
the  city,  mixing  with  and  embracing  the 
populace  (the  normal  behavior  for 
subjects  before  a  prince  would  be  to  bow 
before  him) .  thereby  using  false  humility 
and  insincere  “friendliness”  to  buy  their 
affection.  The  scripture  says,  "he  stole 
the  hearts"  of  the  people.  He  lied  to 
David  in  order  that  he  could  go  to  Hebron 
and,  in  Hebron,  stirred  up  a  rebellion 
against  the  throne.  Absalom  gathered 
many  followers  and  got  ready  to  march 
on  Jerusalem.  But  David,  hearing  of  this, 
escaped  from  the  city  and  for  a  time 
rejected  any  confrontation.  (Some  feel 
that  David  knew  that  Absalom’s  forces 
outnumbered  his  own  but  others  feel  that 
David  would  simply  not  fight  his  own  son 
in  battle.)  Joab,  David’s  great  general, 
re-took  Jerusalem.  Absalom  fled  and 
was  caught  by  his  long  hair  in  a  tree  near 
the  city.  On  order  of  Joab,  Absalom  was 
executed  on  the  spot.  David  cried  out,  "O 
my  son  Absalom  .  .  .  would  that  I  had 
died  instead  of  you 

No  one  wins  when  inner  dissension 
destroys  oneness.  Absalom  had  his 
moment  of  glory  but  he  caused  everyone 
grief  and  brought  death  to  himself. 
Families,  nations,  churches,  church 
staffs,  organizations  on  all  levels  suffer 
when  petty  differences,  jealousies, 
envies,  unrestrained  ambition,  and  self- 
centeredness  pollute  relationships.  Only 
when  we  care  about  each  other  and  when 
we  share  Christian  love  can  we 
experience  that  oneness  which  brings 
peace,  joy  and  fulfillment. 
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|  Smith  Named  to  Lake  Charles  District-  | 


.  Woodrow  W.  Smith,  Semor 
:j  pastor  of  University  United  Meth- 
:j:  odist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  was 
I:  appointed  to  the  Lake  Charles 
;i  District  by  Bishop  Paul  V. 
I;  Galloway  at  the  close  of  the 
annual  conference  at  Shreveport, 
j:  He  is  a  native  of  Arkansas  whose 
:j  education  includes  the  B.A. 
£  degree  from  Southern  Methodist 
:j:  University,  the  B.  D.  from 
£  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  and 
•i  the  D.D.  bestowed  by  Wiley 
i  College. 

'i  Dr.  Smith  served  18'4  years  in 
the  Little  Rock  Conference  and  7 
i  years  in  the  Texas  Conference, 
£  where  he  was  the  Senior 
i;  Associate  for  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  then  pastor  of  St. 
■:  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church, 
:•  Houston.  In  the  Louisiana 
:•  Conference,  he  has  served  First 
UM,  New  Orleans,  First  UM, 
|  Slidell,  and  his  present 
5  appointment  at  Lake  Charles. 

J  He  has  served  on  the  Board  of 
:•  Discipleship  and  the  Board  of 
>:  Ordained  Ministry,  as  well  as 
■:  President  of  the  Greater  New 
■:  Orleans  Federation  of  Churches. 
I;  He  is  also  President-elect  of  the 
:•  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Alumni  Council.  Dr.  Smith  is  the 
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author  of  The  Twelve  Who  ij 
Walked  in  Galilee,  published  by  :• 
Fleming  H.  Revell  Co. 

He  is  married  to  Mary  J 
Elizabeth  Martin,  the  daughter  of  5 
medical  missionaries  to  China  j 
and  Korea,  and  they  are  the  5 
parents  of  four  children,  Mrs.  •: 
Douglas  Weigle,  Mrs.  Roy  5 
Knapp,  Jerry  W.  Smith  and  :■ 
Donald  A.  Smith.  £ 
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Paul  V.  Galloway,  Bishop  Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 

Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Linda  Crum, 

Council  Director  Editorial  Assistant 

*  *  * 

P.O.  Drawer  3057,  Baton  Rouge.  La  70821 


PAGE  2 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


What  must  occur  for  United  Methodism 
J  ^  ^  •  to  be  renewed  during  years  ahead 


The  celebration  of  American  Meth¬ 
odism’s  200th  anniversary  this  year  is 
stimulating  United  Methodists  to  re¬ 
flect  on  our  past,  present,  and  future 
as  one  part  of  the  Body  of  Christ. 

There  is  widespread  agreement 
that  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
following  a  15-year  decline  in 
membership,  needs  revitalization  and 
renewal.  Many  believe  the  church 
needs  to  recapture  the  fervent  spirit 
and  sense  of  mission  that  charac- 
erized  early  Methodism  on  the  Ameri¬ 
can  frontier. 

There  is  less  agreement  on  what 
that  revitalization  and  renewal  will 
look  like,  or  what  will  cause  it  to 
occur. 

As  one  of  several  contributions  to 
the  Bicentennial  observance  of 
American  Methodism,  the  Reporter 
invites  you  to  share  with  other 
readers  what  you  believe  must 
happen  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  reclaim  its  heritage  and 
become  a  vital,  transforming  force  in 
our  society  during  the  years  ahead. 

This  subject  is  too  broad  and  United 
Methodism  is  too  diverse,  for  our 
limited  space  to  accommodate  all- 
encompassing  responses.  Rather,  you 
are  encouraged  to  reflect  upon  one  or 
two  specific  actions,  attitudes  or 


directions  that  would,  if  adopted  by 
enough  individual  United  Methodists 
or  United  Methodist  groups,  have  a 
powerful  renewing  effect  on  the  whole 
church. 

Criteria 

A  panel  of  judges  from  the  Reporter 
writing  staff  will  select  the  most  out¬ 
standing  essays  for  publication  in 
future  issues  of  the  Reporter.  Essays 
will  be  evaluated  on  originality, 
readability,  conformity  with  the 
guidelines  listed  below,  and  potential 
for  inspiring  renewal  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  as  its  Third  Cen¬ 
tury  dawns. 

Awards 

The  author  of  each  essay  selected 
for  publication  will  receive  copies  of 
“Through  the  Year  With  Wesley,"  an 
anthology  of  writings  by  John  Wesley 
compiled  by  Frederick  C.  Gill,  and 
“The  John  Wesley  Reader."  a 
collection  of  devotional  material  from 
Wesley’s  journals  and  sermons  by  A1 
Bryant. 

Guidelines 

1.  There  is  no  limitation  on  subject 
matter  or  style  of  essays  so  long  as 


they  attempt  to  deal  with  the  “what” 
and/or  “how”  of  revitalization  for 
United  Methodism  during  the  years 
ahead. 

2.  Essays  should  be  300  words  or 
less,  and  preferably  typed  and  double 
spaced.  Essays  submitted  in  legible 
longhand  will  be  considered.  Those 
which  exceed  the  length  limit  will  be 
disqualified  from  contest  considera¬ 
tion,  but  may  be  considered  instead 
for  the  Reporter’s  ongoing  readers’ 
forum  column,  “Here  I  Stand” 
(awards  not  applicable). 

3.  Each  entry  must  include  the 
writer’s  name,  address,  age  category 
(see  below)  and  name  of  the  local 
church  where  membership  is  held. 
Upon  receipt,  entries  become  the 
property  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  and  cannot  be  returned. 

4  Since  one’s  outlook  is  shaped 
by  one’s  experiences,  entries  will  be 
divided  and  considered  in  three  dif¬ 
ferent  categories:  (l)  Ages  18  and 
under;  (2)  Ages  19-35 ;  and  (3)  Age 36 
and  over. 

5.  Entries  must  be  postmarked  by 
July  22, 1984. 

Send  entries  to:  Reader  Essays, 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  0. 
Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


Here  I  Stand 

What  does  it  mean  to  be  a 
‘liberal’ or  a  ‘ conservative  9? 


JUNE  22, ; 


David  Connor 


N.C.  churches’  tobacco  study:  A 
sensitive,  courageous  example 


The  North  Carolina  Council  of 
Churches  deserves  commendation  for 
developing  a  16-page  study  paper  on  the 
moral  dimensions  of  tobacco  production, 
distribution  and  consumption  (see  UMR, 
June  15).  Such  an  undertaking  in  the 
country’s  No.  1  tobacco-producing  state 
took  courage  and  Christian  conviction. 

The  report  identifies  a  number  of  signi¬ 
ficant  moral  questions  related  to  the 
tobacco  industry,  including: 

•  What  responsibilities,  if  any,  do 
tobacco  producers  have  concerning  the 
health  of  tobacco  consumers? 

•  Is  the  risk  involved  in  tobacco  use 
primarily  the  responsibility  of  the  one 
making  the  choice,  or  should  other 
entities  —  including  growers,  processors 
and  governments  —  share  responsibility 
for  the  safety  of  consumers? 

•  Is  it  morally  defensible  for  Christians 
to  emphasize  the  detrimental  effects  of 
other  products,  such  as  alcohol,  while 
ignoring  the  known  health  hazards  of 
tobacco? 

•  Would  using  land  to  grow  food  rather 
than  tobacco  ease  world  hunger? 

•  Is  it  wrong  to  advertise  tobacco 
products  in  Third-World  countries  where 
tobacco’s  health  hazards  are  not  well 
known? 

The  study  report  does  not  attempt  to 
offer  pat,  simplistic  answers  to  these 
questions.  Rather  than  pontificating  and 
pointing  accusing  fingers,  its  drafters 
have  sought  to  engage  all  parties  in 
“productive  discussion”  about  a  very 
Serious  and  complicated  set  of  issues. 
Example:  While  clearly  acknowledging 
the  health  hazards  of  smoking,  the  report 
does  not  condemn  people  whose 
livelihood  is  derived  from  the  tobacco 
industry.  They  “cannot  be  criticized  as 
immoral  if  alternative  ways  of  economic 
activity  are  not  available  to  them,”  the 
report  says. 

v  Predictably,  some  persons  with  vested 
interests  have  little  inclination  to  engage 
in  “productive  discussion,”  and  they  are 
seeking  to  minimize  the  significance  of 
questions  posed  in  the  report.  Among  the 
familiar  refrains  being  sung  by  some 
politicians  and  tobacco  industry 
representatives  are:  “The  church  should 
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cease  meddling  in  areas  like  this  and 
stick  to  saving  souls”  and  “There  will 
always  be  a  market  for  tobacco,  and  if 
it’s  not  produced  in  North  Carolina,  it 
will  be  lost  revenue.” 

Such  critics  are  shortsighted  and 
wrong  in  their  refusal  to  recognize  that 
every  issue  has  moral  dimensions.  Any 
activity  that  affects  human  life  is  a 
legitimate  concern  of  the  church  —  includ¬ 
ing  the  production  and  consumption  of 
tobacco.  No  matter  how  unpopular  the 
cause  may  be,  churches  have  an  obliga¬ 
tion  to  help  their  members  bring  Christian 
moral  principles  to  bear  on  matters  of 
concern  to  the  larger  society. 

The  North  Carolina  Council  of 
Churches  tobacco  study  is  a  superior 
example  of  how  to  fulfill  this  obligation. 
It  shows  sensitivity  and  pastoral  concern 
for  all  parties  without  compromising 
moral  conviction.  The  report  is  an 
excellent  resource  in  its  own  right.  It  is 
also  a  worthy  example  for  other  church 
groups  to  follow  when  potentially 
explosive  issues  need  to  be  confronted. 

There  are  numerous  issues  in  other 
states  where  major  economic  activities 
pose  adverse  effects  on  people  and  cry 
out  for  similar  moral  reflection  and 
guidance  from  the  church.  Among  them 
are  alcohol  production,  casino  gambling, 
pari-mutuel  betting,  and  public  lotteries. 
And  every  area  of  our  nation  is  involved 
to  some  degree  in  the  production  of 
armaments  —  usually  with  little  or  no 
public  discussion  of  their  potential  for 
good  or  evil  effects  on  human  life. 

The  closer  to  home  such  activities  are, 
the  more  painful  and  difficult  they  are  to 
approach.  The  North  Carolina  tobacco 
study  has  shown  that  it  can  be  done.  That 
should  encourage  Christian  groups  in 
other  locales  to  “go  and  do  likewise.” 

On  the  UMR  Beat 

‘Proud  grampa’ 

welcomes  birth 
of  grandchild 

One  benefit  from  being  the  oldest  cod¬ 
ger  in  the  office  —  a  status  I  hold  in  the 
Reporter  editorial  department  with  sev¬ 
eral  years  to  spare  —  is  the  opportunity  to 
brag  first  about  being  a  grandfather. 

Our  older  son,  Mark,  and  his  wife, 
Michelle,  made  that  possible  Sunday, 
June  10.  as  they 
helped  bring  Mere¬ 
dith  Fay  Lovelace 
into  this  world  at 
Presbyterian  Hospi- 1 
tal  in  Oklahoma  City,  4 

That  morning  the 
young  parents-to-be 
had  been  where  they  ‘  ^ 
usually  are  on  Sun-  John  Lovelace 
day  mornings  —  robed  and  waiting  to 
process  into  the  sanctuary  with  other 
members  of  the  choir  at  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  Oklahoma  City. 

But  before  the  processional  hymn 
began,  Michelle  received  unmistakable 
signals  that  her  time  had  come,  three 
weeks  earlier  than  her  obstetrician  had 
predicted.  So  a  worship  service  missed 
became  a  parenthood  begun  less  than 
four  hours  later. 

It  means  a  great  deal  to  me  that  this 
young  couple  had  chosen  a  church  home 
and  had  decided  to  invest  something  of 
themselves  in  it  even  before  they  became 
parents.  Their  church  home  is  a  part  of 
the  family  they  have  prepared  for 
Meredith  Fay  —  a  place  where  she  can 
expect  to  be  loved  and  taught  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith,  challenged  and  inspired,  and 
enriched  in  her  relationship  with  God  and 
with  other  people. 

My  own  upbringing  in  a  Christian 
home  and  my  love  of  church  music  lead 
me  to  think  of  hymns  at  special  times. 
The  one  that  came  first  to  mind  this  time 
is  entitled  “Happy  the  home  when  God  is 
there  '  number  516  in  the  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Hymns. 

I’m  sure  that  Meredith  Fay  has 
entered  a  happy  home  and  church  home. 
Grampa  John  will  do  whatever  he  can  to 
keep  it  that  way.  _  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
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By  DAVID  CONNOR 

Recently  I  read  an  article  in  a  local 
newspaper  in  which  someone  accused 
the  United  Methodist  Church  of  being 
“too  liberal.”  While  this  is  nothing  new  — 
the  same  thing  has  been  implied  in  past 
months  by  The  Saturday  Evening  Post 
and  The  Readers'  Digest  —  local  criti¬ 
cism  of  our  denomination  has  prompted 
me  to  make  an  answer  to  this  charge. 

What  does  it  really  mean  to  be  liberal 
in  a  Protestant  denomination?  Since  the 
1600’s,  Protestant  liberalism  has  been 
generally  identified  with  the  view  that 
human  nature  does  have  some  innate  po¬ 
tential  for  goodness,  in  contrast  to  the  or¬ 
thodox  Lutheran  and  Calvinist  belief  that 
human  nature  is  basically  inclined  to¬ 
ward  evil  as  a  result  of  original  sin.  This 
higher,  “liberal”  opinion  of  human  na¬ 
ture  may  be  traced  more  directly  to  the 
Dutch  theologian  Jakob  Arminius  (1560- 
1609),  who  taught  that  human  beings  are 
endowed  with  the  free  will  to  choose  be¬ 
tween  good  and  evil  —  in  opposition  to  the 
Calvinist  doctrine  of  predestination. 

Though  John  Wesley  did  affirm  the 
truth  of  the  doctrine  of  original  sin,  he  fol¬ 
lowed  the  teachings  of  Arminius  rather 
than  Calvin  concerning  free  will,  and 
therefore  it  can  be  said  that  there  is  an 
element  of  “liberalism”  (in  an  historic 
sense)  inherent  in  Wesleyan  and  Method¬ 
ist  thinking.  Ironically,  however,  belief 
in  human  free  will  is  also  accepted  by 
most  of  the  “evangelical”  denominations 
who  today  consider  themselves  to  be 
very  conservative. 

In  the  twentieth  century  liberal  Protes¬ 
tants  have  usually  tended:  (1)  to  try  to 
reconcile  scientific  discoveries  with  reli¬ 
gious  beliefs,  (2)  to  study  the  Bible  criti¬ 


cally  as  an  historical  document  rather 
than  accepting  it  on  faith  without  ques¬ 
tion,  (3)  to  de-emphasize  the  importance 
of  miracles  in  religion,  (4)  to  stress  the 
positive  powers  of  human  reason,  and 
(5)  to  emphasize  social  action,  some¬ 
times  at  the  expense  of  personal  piety. 
While  these  and  other  liberal  ideas  would 
characterize  some  United  Methodists, 
they  certainly  do  not  pertain  to  all  of  us, 
nor  are  they  the  official  position  of  our 
denomination. 

It  seems  to  me  that  some  of  the 
churches  who  call  themselves  “conser¬ 
vative”  identify  conservatism  with  an 
undue  emphasis  on  emotional  conversion 
and  a  strict  acceptance  of  an  arbitrary 
list  of  fundamental  beliefs.  If  that  is  what 
conservatism  really  is,  then  our  denomi¬ 
nation  is  not  conservative,  because  we 
believe  in  the  right  of  each  Christian  to 
think  through  his  or  her  own  beliefs  and 
arrive  at  a  saving  experience  of  Christ  in 
an  individual  way.  I  have  taught  a  course 
on  the  Doctrinal  Statement  of  our  church 
(paragraphs  67-69  in  the  1980  Discipline) 
in  large  and  small  churches  in  Mississip¬ 
pi  and  Colorado,  and  when  I  ask  these 
people  what  they  like  best  about  United 
Methodism,  perhaps  the  single  most 
common  response  has  been  that  “the 
United  Methodist  Church  lets  people 
think  for  themselves.”  This  is  the  com¬ 
mon  experience  behind  our  theological 
concept  of  pluralism. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  “liberalism”  in 
religion  is  taken  to  signify  (as  some 
would  have  it)  the  belief  that  the  Bible  is 
relatively  unimportant  and  that  matters 
of  faith  and  morals  are  essentially  left  up 
to  individual  whim,  then  neither  is  our 
denomination  liberal  —  for  our  church 
(or  at  least  the  sixteen  or  so  local 


churches  with  which  I  have  had  a  closer 
acquaintance)  still  believes  in  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  Bible  and  in  the  guidance, 
judgment,  and  redemptive  power  found 
through  a  personal  relationship  with 
God.  There  is  a  distinct  difference  be¬ 
tween  our  “pluralism”  and  indifferent- 
ism  (see  paragraph  69  in  the  Discipline), 
a  difference  which  in  my  judgment  has 
not  been  adequately  addressed  by  those 
who  wish  the  theological  methodology  of 
our  denomination  to  move  in  a  more 
creedal  or  confessional  direction. 

Since  our  denomination  is  neither 
“conservative”  nor  “liberal,”  we  must 
be  somewhere  in  the  middle.  Sometimes 
this  is  called  “mainline  Protestantism." 

Perhaps  the  important  lesson  here  is 
that  words  such  as  “liberal”  and  “con¬ 
servative”  don’t  mean  particularly  any¬ 
thing  until  we  know  the  position  of  the 
person  using  these  terms.  To  too  many 
people  a  liberal  is  merely  anybody  who 
doesn’t  agree  with  them.  Could  it  be  that 
when  someone  calls  our  denomination 
“liberal,”  it  says  more  about  them  than 
it  says  about  us? 

In  any  case,  one  thing  seems  certain  — 
that  we  Christians  don’t  present  a  very 
good  witness  to  the  world  when  we  go 
around  calling  each  other  names  that  are 
intended  to  be  condemnatory.  Would  that 
we  could  learn  to  disagree  more  agree¬ 
ably! 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  David  Conner,  is  pastor  of 
the  Cedaredge  Community  UMC  in  Ced- 
aredge,  Colorado  (Rocky  Mountain  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 


My  Witness 

Burden  of  preaching  inescapable 


By  LEE  C.  MOOREHEAD 

In  a  recent  religious  journal  I  saw  this 
ad: 

Pastors,  let  us  take  the  burden  out  of 
your  sermon  preparation. 

Write:  Ecclesia  Services,  Hamilton, 
New  York 

Do  you  want  to  hear  my  reply  to  “Ec¬ 
clesia  Services"?  Here  it  is: 

DEAR  SERVICES:  I  really  do  not  need 
to  have  you  take  the  burden  out  of  my 
sermon  preparation,  but  I  know  a  college 
student  who  is  planning  to  be  a  nuclear 
physicist.  Since  he  really  does  not  like  to 
study  and  would  much  rather  spend  time 
in  the  local  pub  than  in  the  library,  and 
since  he  finds  math  and  physics  courses 
tough  and  burdensome,  do  you  have  any 
quick  fixes  that  will  enable  him  to  get  his 


PhD  without  having  to  bear  these  bur¬ 
dens? 

And  I  have  a  friend 
who  is  in  medical 
school  wanting  to  be 
a  neurological  sur¬ 
geon.  She  finds  that 
working  on  cadavers 
in  basic  anatomy  is 
very  bothersome,  \ 
and  the  basic  course 
in  surgical  proce¬ 
dures  is  taking  too  Lee  Moorehead 
much  of  her  time.  Do  you  provide  ser¬ 
vices  to  relieve  her  of  these  burdensome 
chores? 

No  thank  you,  Ecclesia  Services.  I 
need  help,  and  lots  of  it,  but  not  yours.  I 
don’t  really  want  anyone  to  take  the  bur- 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Christians  must  combat  Satan’s  attacks 


To  the  Editor: 

Recently  my  dad  received  a  form  let¬ 
ter  stating  he  had  won  a  free  life  sub¬ 
scription  to  a  magazine  called  “Better 
Living.”  However,  he  was  to  send  $4.95  if 
he  wished  to  accept  this  offer.  That's  the 
only  price  he  would  ever  pay,  according 
to  the  letter. 

The  title,  “Better  Living,"  sounded 
like  a  wholesome,  family-oriented  maga¬ 
zine;  however,  dad  soon  discovered  this 
was  not  the  case.  He  was  shocked  upon 
receiving  his  first  issue.  The  front  page 
advertised  a  sexually  explicit  book  with  a 
half  page  devoted  to  an  obscene  picture. 
“Better  Living”  should  have  been  la¬ 
beled  “Better  Garbage.” 

Today  we  are  constantly  being  bom¬ 
barded  with  smut,  and  now  an  attempt  is 
being  made  to  pipe  it  into  our  homes 
through  the  guise  of  a  free  gift. 

After  one  issue,  my  dad  immediately 
cancelled  his  “free”  gift  subscription 
with  a  letter  to  the  editor  stating  his 
views  of  such  deception. 

As  Christians,  we  must  always  be  pre¬ 
pared  for  Satan’s  attack. 

Linda  Mattox 
Rienzi,  Mississippi 

Member  survey  suggested 

To  the  Editor : 

The  only  report  we  got  on  the  1984  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  came  through  the  news 
media  and  that  was  that  they  spent  an  en¬ 
tire  week  discussing  the  homosexual  ques¬ 
tion.  This  should  have  been  resolved 
within  15  minutes  after  being  brought  up. 

One  thing  that  should  have  been  de¬ 
cided  was  to  instruct  the  preachers  to  lay 
an  open  Bible  in  front  of  them  and  preach 
from  it.  It  is  very  discouraging  to  expect 
to  hear  a  sermon  only  to  be  subjected  to 
short  stories  and  what  amounts  to  a  book 
report. 

I  suggest  you  make  a  survey,  you  may 
be  surprised  at  the  unhappy  members. 

C.  H.  McMulin 
Marble  Falls,  Texas 

Stance  inconsistent 

To  the  Editor: 

On  television  and  radio,  in  magazines 
and  newspapers,  and  in  the  theater  peo¬ 
ple  are  confronted  by  a  preoccupation 
with  sex  in  one  form  or  another.  In  the 
same  vein,  the  recent  General  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baltimore  spent  much  of  its  time  dealing 
with  sex,  and  a  biased  view  at  that.  This 
was  the  fact  in  spite  of  the  many  impor¬ 
tant  and  challenging  issues  confronting 
the  church  and  the  world. 

The  General  Conference  opened  with 
Holy  Communion.  Prominently  dis¬ 
played  as  celebrant  in  that  service  was 
the  only  female  bishop  of  the  church,  who 
is  a  divorcee.  In  all  of  the  discussion 
about  sex  not  one  word  was  mentioned 
about  divorce  although  Jesus  and  the 


Bible  clearly  have  harsh  words  against 
it.  While  freedom  of  sex  is  condoned  for 
those  divorced  clergy  and  laity,  what 
right  have  delegates  to  condemn  those 
whom  God  has  called  into  ministry 
but  whose  makeup  tends  them  sexually 
toward  the  same  sex? 

The  General  Conference  voted  to  dou¬ 
ble  the  church’s  membership  by  1992. 
The  same  group  removed  about  one  mil¬ 
lion  members  who  are  gay  by  making 
them  feel  uncomfortable  and  unwanted 
in  the  church.  By  the  same  vote  they 
placed  about  5,000  or  so  United  Methodist 
ministers,  called  of  God  to  serve  the 
church,  in  a  very  difficult  situation.  Since 
the  days  of  St.  Paul,  God  has  "ordained” 
many  thousands  of  “gays”  along  with 
heterosexuals. 

I  have  always  been  proud  of  my  Meth¬ 
odist  heritage  and  of  the  church  where  I 
have  worshipped  and  served.  The  actions 
of  the  recent  General  Conference  throw 
dark  clouds  of  doubt  and  dismay  upon  the 
church  that  many  of  us  have  loved  and 
served.  John  A.  Brown 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

Why  any  debate  at  all? 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  two  articles  in  the  May  18  Report¬ 
er  apparently  condone,  or  at  least  clearly 
record  those  who  do  condone,  homosex¬ 
uality. 

If  my  pastor  were  an  admitted  homo¬ 
sexual,  I  would  tell  him  in  person,  “You 
are  not  fit,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  my  pas¬ 
tor.”  Likewise  any  member  of  the  UMC. 
Leviticus  21-22  says  “I  am  the  Lord.  You 
shall  not  lie  with  a  male  as  with  a  wo¬ 
man:  It  is  an  abomination.” 

Why  any  debate  in  General  or  Annual 
Conference  about  an  abomination?  Why 
not  a  positive  and  unanimous  condemna¬ 
tion  of  homosexuality?  Why  tolerate  in 
our  church  a  minister  or  lay  member 
who  is  an  avowed  homosexual?  Why? 

F.  Lee  York 

Los  Gatos.  California 

Appeal  for  acceptance 

To  the  Editor: 

Very  nearly  the  most  influential  teacher 
in  my  life  is  “gay”  (though  no  one  used 
that  term  when,  for  some  reason,  he  told 
me  about  his  homosexuality35years  ago). 

Very  nearly  the  most  creative  (and 
brightest)  clergyperson  to  enter  the  min¬ 
istry  during  the  years  I  served  on  my 
conference’s  board  of  ministry  is  “gay.” 

I  could,  but  won’t,  expand  the  list. 

I  am  saddened  by  the  statements  on 
this  issue  adopted  by  the  recently  con¬ 
cluded  United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Baltimore.  (I  was  not  there,  but  I 
was  privileged  to  represent  the  Central 
Illinois  Conference  at  three  earlier  Gen¬ 
eral  Conferences. ) 

I  realize  —  from  painful  experience  — 


that  even  to  address  this  issue  is  to  invite 
the  accusation  that  one  is  oneself  homo¬ 
sexual/lesbian.  Nevertheless  I  can  no 
longer  permit  that  fear,  or  that  likeli¬ 
hood,  to  silence  me. 

Are  we  really  prepared  to  exclude  per¬ 
haps  10%  of  United  Methodists  from  the 
“church”?  Do  we  actually  wish  to  say  to 
gay /lesbian  persons  (clergy  or  lay),  that 
we  don’t  want,  or  can’t  stand,  them  to  tell 
us  who  they  are? 

It  is  fruitless  to  debate  whether  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  a  sin,  a  sickness,  or  an  orien¬ 
tation.  I  can  say  that  no  homosexual  per¬ 
son  I’ve  ever  known  claims  he/she  has 
chosen  this  way  of  life. 

When  I  try  to  listen  to  the  rhetoric  of 
those  who  will  grant  neither  space  nor 
grace  to  gay/lesbian  persons,  I  am  re¬ 
minded  of  a  pointed  remark  made  by  Lord 
MacCaulay  about  one  of  his  contempo¬ 
raries:  “I  wish  I  knew  as  much  about  any¬ 
thing  as  he  does  about  evervthine.” 

Please,  listen  to  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
Wheatley,  among  many  others,  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Christ.  They  are  only  ask¬ 
ing  us  to  listen  to  —  and  to  accept  —  our 
brothers  and  sisters. 

R.  Benjamin  Garrison 
Lexington,  Nebraska 

Thanks  for  job  well  done 

To  the  Editor: 

You  all  did  a  great  job  of  covering  the 
1984  United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence  —  before,  during  and  after.  Having 
worked  through  five  of  them  myself,  I 
have  a  pretty  good  idea  of  what  is  in¬ 
volved,  so  congratulations  to  your  whole 
staff  for  a  job  well  done. 

As  I  have  said  before,  this  non-Method¬ 
ist  still  believes  you  at  the  Reporter  are 
carrying  on  one  of  the  most  important 
ministries  of  your  denomination. 

Bob  Bell,  Jr. 

Nashville,  Tennessee 

Way  of  peace  untried 

To  the  Editor  : 

On  Palm  Sunday,  Jesus  wept  over  the 
city  of  Jerusalem.  He  prophesied  that 
there  would  be  left  not  a  stone  upon  a 
stone. 

Today  Jesus  weeps  over  Washington, 
Moscow  and  all  the  cities  of  the  world. 
Everyone  wants  peace.  Everyone  prays 
for  peace,  but  the  leaders  of  the  world  in¬ 
sist  on  having  it  their  way,  on  their  own 
terms  that  include  coercion,  threats,  in¬ 
timidation  and  violence.  We  worship  the 
“Prince  of  Peace,”  but  we  are  not  willing 
to  try  it  His  way,  because  His  way  of  for¬ 
giveness  and  understanding  love  simply 
will  not  work.  How  do  we  know  it  won’t 
work?  We  never  tried  it. 

Are  all  the  cities  of  the  world  going  to 
suffer  a  fate  far  worse  than  befell  Jerusa¬ 
lem  in  the  year  70  A.D.? 

Florence  P.  Byerley 
Pinellas  Park,  Florida 


den  out  of  my  sermon  preparation.  What 
I  prepare  and  deliver  may  fall  like  a 
heavy  burden  of  boredom  on  my  congre¬ 
gation,  but  it  is  at  least  my  preparation. 
Despite  whatever  results  they  may  have 
on  others,  my  sermons  may  be  the  moSt 
authentic  evidence  of  who  I  am.  And  I  am 
not  going  to  let  you  or  anyone  else  take 
that  away  from  me.  I’ll  bear  my  own  bur¬ 
den  in  sermon  preparation. 

To  be  sure,  I  have  many  books  in  my  li¬ 
brary,  and  I  subscribe  to  many  journals. 
From  them  I  dig  much  material  that 
goes  into  my  sermon  preparation.  But  it 
is  I  who  do  the  digging,  and  I  enjoy  hand¬ 
ling  the  intellectual  spades  and  hoes  and 
pitchforks. 

Somewhere  I  have  read,  “Do  your  best 
to  present  yourself  to  God  as  one  ap¬ 
proved,  a  workman  who  has  no  need  to  be 
ashamed,  rightly  handling  the  word  of 
truth”  (II  Tim.  2:15,  RSV).  I  don’t  think  I 
could  rightly  handle  “the  word  of  truth” 
if  Ecclesia  Services  does  the  work.  Or 
even  Sears  Roebuck.  Sears  is  the  com¬ 
plete  service  company  now,  so  you  may 
one  day  find  that  they  will  be  competing 
with  you,  offering  sermon  services. 

When  I  began  my  ministry,  I  was  much 
more  inclined  to  search  for  packaged 
sermon  helps.  At  the  “religious”  book 
displays  I  was  intrigued  and  tempted  by 
such  titles  as  “Snappy  Sermon  Starters.” 
In  fact,  one  of  the  first  books  I  bought 
was  “1000 Sermon  Illustrations.”  Later,  I 
bought  another  book,  “2000  Sermon  Illus¬ 
trations.”  So  you  see,  I  was  stocked  with 
3000  sermon  illustrations!  Enough  to 
choke  a  church!  Soon,  however,  I  began 
to  feel  that  some  of  these  canned  hom¬ 
ilies  were  inducing  a  kind  of  intellectual 
ptomaine. 

Everyone  who  enters  my  study  notices 
the  disarray.  There  are  many  reasons  for 
this,  none  of  which  speaks  well  of  my 
character,  but  one  is  that  I  have  such  an 
accumulation  of  preaching  materials 
that  they  have  spilled  out  all  over  the 
floor.  I  have  three  file  cabinets  that  con¬ 
tain  the  sermon  manuscripts  I  have  writ¬ 
ten  out  in  full  for  over  40  years.  They  are 
of  no  value  to  anyone  but  me,  but  I  value 
them  because  I  labored  over  them. 

No,  I  don’t  want  anyone  to  relieve  me 
of  the  “burden”  of  this  labor.  As  I  pre¬ 
pare  my  sermons  I  think  of  the  many 
people  in  the  churches  I  have  served.  I 
love  them  dearly.  I  have  rejoiced  with 
them  in  their  elation.  I  have  walked  with 
them  through  the  valleys  where  shadows 
fall.  I  have  suffered  with  them  as  we 
have  probed  for  “answers”  to  perplexing 
questions  of  life  and  death. 

Behind  our  pulpit  is  a  towering  cross. 
In  a  real  sense  preaching  is  bearing  that 
cross.  Is  there  any  way  to  proclaim  that 
cross  without  bearing  a  burden? 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Lee 
C.  Moorehead.  a  retired  member  of  the 
Wisconsin  Annual  Conference. 


OFFICIAL 

METHODIST 

BICENTENNIAL 

MEDALLION 


A  va  liable  from 

O  Cokesbury 


JUNE  22,  1984 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PAGE  3 


Southern  Baptists  and  UMs:  alike  and  very  different 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Following  exten¬ 
sive  recent  coverage  of  the  1984  United 
Methodist  General  Conference,  the  Re¬ 
porter  staff  decided  it  would  be  inter¬ 
esting  to  observe  similarities  and  differ¬ 
ences  between  United  Methodism's 
policy-making  body  and  that  of  the  only 
larger  Protestant  body,  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  —  John  Wesley 
and  Methodist  circuit  rider  James  B. 
Finley  “opened”  the  1984  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  here  last  week. 

Their  stories  and  words  made  up  the 
two  illustrations  from  recent  church  his¬ 
tory  used  in  the  opening  sermon  on  spiri¬ 
tual  revival  by  the  Rev.  Lewis  A.  Drum¬ 
mond  of  Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Wesley  and  Finley,  an  early  19th-cen¬ 


tury  Kentuckian,  weren’t  the  only  signs 
of  commonality  between  the  national 
meetings  of  the  nation’s  two  largest  Prot¬ 
estant  denominations. 

However,  differences  were  more 
obvious. 

Similarities  detailed 

Among  the  several  similarities  were 
these  actions  by  the  18,000  voting 
Baptist  “messengers”: 

•  Like  the  recent  United  Methodist 
General  Conference,  they  called  upon  the 
Federal  Trade  Commission  to  ban  al¬ 
cohol  advertisements  in  the  broadcast 
media  and  supported  the  establishment 
of  a  legal  drinking  age  of  21. 

•  Southern  Baptist  agencies  were 
attacked  by  many  messengers  for  being 
too  liberal  and  unresponsive  to  the 
church’s  grassroots  members. 

•  A  congregations’s  contributions  to 
the  denominational  program  and 


administrative  fund  (in  the  Baptists’ 
case,  it’s  called  the  Cooperative 
Program )  were  considered  by  denomina¬ 
tional  “loyalists”  as  the  test  of  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  denomination. 

However,  the  “loyalists”  failed  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  requirement  that  nobody  could 
be  elected  to  a  denominational  agency  or 
seminary  board  unless  the  church  from 
which  they  came  gave  at  least  4  per¬ 
cent  of  its  undesignated  offerings  to  the 
Cooperative  Program.  (Several  people 
said  10-15  percent  is  considered  the  mini¬ 
mum  of  responsible  support,  although 
Baptist  churches,  unlike  United  Method¬ 
ists,  are  not  assigned  apportioned 
amounts  they  are  expected  to  pay. ) 

•  The  Baptist  representatives,  like  the 
ones  to  the  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  approved  some  resolutions 
without  any  debate  (because  of  time  con¬ 


straints)  and  seemingly  without  being 
aware  of  everything  that  was  in  them. 

Baptist  growth  is  everywhere 

Perhaps  the  biggest  difference  in  the 
two  governing  bodies  could  be  seen  in  the 
reports  of  all  the  Baptist  agencies. 
Nearly  every  endeavor  connected  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  is  growing 
dramatically,  while  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  declining  in  most  statistical 
categories. 

The  Southern  Baptists  show  these 
areas  of  growth: 

•  Contributions  to  the  denomination's 
national  Cooperative  Fund  continue  to 
increase  faster  than  the  rate  of  inflation, 
7.2  percent. 

•  Membership  continues  to  rise.  It 
stands  at  14.1  million,  a  1.3  percent  gain 
in  the  last  year. 

•  Active  Sunday  School  enrollment  in¬ 
creased  by  1.8  percent  last  year. 

•  350  new  overseas  missionaries  were 
appointed  last  year  to  raise  the  number 
to  3,346.  Another  4,735  volunteers  were 
serving  short-term  mission  assignments 
ranging  from  two  weeks  to  two  years. 

•  New  overseas  missions  work  was 
begun  in  six  nations. 

•  On  the  first  night  of  the  convention,  a 
new  Southern  Baptist  telecommunica¬ 
tions  network  was  inaugurated,  allowing 
several  hours  of  the  convention  to  be 
broadcast  live. 

Moving  away  from  mainline 

Besides  moving  away  from  most  main¬ 
line  Protestant  churches  in  terms  of 
numbers,  the  1984  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  also  created  a  larger  gap 
through  its  action  on  the  role  of  women  in 
the  church. 

While  women  are  playing  increasingly 
visible  roles  of  lay  and  clergy  leadership 
in  nearly  all  larger  Protestant  denomi¬ 
nations,  they  —  along  with  ethnic 
minorities  —  were  almost  non-existent 
on  the  Southern  Baptist  convention 
platform  and  at  the  floor  microphones, 
except  to  receive  corsages  when  their 
husbands  were  honored. 

And  the  “messengers”  passed  a 
resolution  discouraging  women  from 
serving  as  pastors. 

Persons  on  all  sides  of  the  issue  ex¬ 
pressed  surprise,  however,  that  the 
resolution  was  approved  by  so  small  a 
margin,  58-42  percent. 


There  almost  wasn’t  a  vote  as  some 
“messengers"  made  repeated  attempts 
—  some  almost  successful  —  to  keep  the 
convention  from  taking  any  position  be¬ 
cause  the  Baptist  constitution  forbids  the 
convention  from  ever  “attempting  to 
exercise  any  authority”  over  a  local 
church. 

Outgoing  President  Jimmy  Draper  of 
Euless,  Texas,  said  the  resolution  doesn't 
tell  churches  to  do  anything  but  merely 
states  the  opinion  of  the  convention. 

When  a  pastor  from  Washington,  D.C., 
took  a  microphone  later  and  pledged  that 
nothing  the  convention  passed  would 
keep  his  church  from  ordaining  women, 
Mr.  Draper  gavelled  him  quiet.  “We  all 
already  know  that,”  Mr.  Draper  said. 

Editors  of  a  publication  for  Southern 
Baptist  women  ministers  said  they  now 
have  the  names  of  250  ordained  women 
and  are  getting  letters  weekly  telling  of 
new  ordinations. 

No  women  over  men 

The  approved  resolution  speaks 
against  women  assuming  positions  that 
place  them  in  leadership  over  men. 
There  are  only  13  women  serving  as 
pastors  of  churches  in  the  nation’s 
largest  Protestant  denomination. 

The  resolution  cites  10  verses  in  Paul’s 
letters  to  the  church  at  Corinth  and  to 
Timothy.  The  resolution  states  that 
women  should  not  be  pastors  because  a 
woman  was  the  first  to  sin  in  the  Garden 
of  Eden  and  because  God’s  delegated 
order  of  authority  places  "God  the  head 
of  Christ,  Christ  the  head  of  man,  man 
the  head  of  woman,  man  and  woman 
dependent  one  upon  the  other  to  the  glory 
of  God.” 

The  convention  encouraged  “the 
service  of  women  in  all  aspects  of  church 
life  and  work  other  than  pastoral  func¬ 
tions  and  leadership  roles  entailing 
ordination.” 

Some  women  leaders  outside  the  ses¬ 
sion  criticized  the  action  for  its  selective 
use  of  Paul’s  advice  to  first-century 
churches.  They  noted  that  the  convention 
did  not  also  back  Paul's  requirements  in 
accompanying  verses  that  women  ab¬ 
stain  from  wearing  expensive  clothes, 
gold  or  pearls,  and  that  they  always 
cover  their  heads  when  they  pray. 

Protesters  in  power 

Unlike  in  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
severe  critics  of  Southern  Baptist  na¬ 
tional  agencies  have  attained  top  posi¬ 
tions  of  power. 

For  the  fifth  time  in  as  many  years, 
“messengers”  elected  to  their  powerful 
presidency  the  candidate  of  a  group 
pledged  to  combat  an  alleged  growing 
“liberalism"  in  Southern  Baptist  agencies 


and  seminaries. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Stanley,  46,  acknowU 
edged  in  a  news  conference  that  his 
church  supports  missionaries  outside  the 
denomination’s  missionary  agency  ana 
that  his  10,000-member  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Atlanta  last  year  gave  only  2.1 
percent  of  its  undesignated  offerings  to 
the  Cooperative  Program. 

Mr.  Stanley,  a  popular  TV  evangelist^ 
was  elected  with  52  percent  of  the  vote 
over  two  other  candidates  more  identic 
fied  with  the  “establishment.” 

“Religious  Right”  at  the  fore 

The  growing  influence  of  the 
“Religious  New  Right”  among  Southern 
Baptists  was  apparent  at  many  points. 

Mr.  Stanley  was  a  founding  director  of 
the  Moral  Majority  Inc.  and  is  a  director 
of  the  Religious  Roundtable. 

The  organized  group  of  pastors  from 
which  Southern  Baptist  presidents  have 
come  for  five  years  is  distinguished  byi 

(1)  its  insistence  on  biblical  inerrancy,  a 
belief  that  every  word  in  the  Scriptures  i4 
strictly  and  literally  true  as  stated,  and 

(2)  its  support  of  the  issues  agenda  of  the 
“Religious  New  Right”  in  American 
politics. 

Dealing  with  such  issues,  the  1984 
convention  passed  resolutions  urging  a 
constitutional  amendment  against  abor¬ 
tion,  urging  members  to  encourage  the 
restoration  of  “theistic  principles”  in  the 
curriculum  of  public  schools  and  opposing 
the  “religion  of  secular  humanism"  in 
public  schools. 

Religious  liberty  office  wins 

By  only  a  52-48  percent  vote,  funding 
was  continued  for  the  Baptist  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Public  Affairs,  which  has  re1 
ceived  severe  objections  from  some  Bap: 
tists  because  of  its  criticisms  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Ronald  Reagan  and  his  adminis'- 
tration’s  policies. 

The  Public  Affairs  Committee  repre1- 
sents  nine  Baptist  denominations  irt 
Washington  lobbying  for  religious  liberty 
and  the  separation  of  church  and  state'. 
Thus,  many  of  its  stands  are  at  odds  with 
groups  like  the  Moral  Majority  and  Re¬ 
ligious  Roundtable,  which  were  formed 
to  promote  increased  linkages  betweeh 
fundamentalist  Christians  and  govern¬ 
ment  and  to  help  elect  politicians  sym¬ 
pathetic  to  their  positions. 

The  Public  Affairs  Committee  worked 
hard  against  President  Reagan’s  effort 
to  allow  government-sponsored  prayers 
in  school. 

The  committee’s  executive.  James 
Dunn,  told  the  convention:  "We  have 
consistent  standards  that  are  enforced 
regardless  of  who  is  in  office.  Republican 
or  Democrat." 


The  Rev.  Charles  Stanley,  newly  elected  president  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  addresses  the  messen¬ 
gers  (delegates)  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  at  the  denomina¬ 


tion’s  annual  meeting.  The  46-year-old  leader  is  a  tele¬ 
vision  evangelist,  Atlanta  pastor  and  director  of  Reli¬ 
gious  New  Right  political  groups.  baptist press photo 


Transition 

Texas  Wesleyan  board  accepts  resignation  of  college  head 


He  also  said  he  hoped  the  school’s  finan¬ 
cial  situation  would  not  cause  any  cut¬ 
backs  in  faculty  or  curriculum  this  fall. 

Vice  chairman  and  Fort  Worth  busi¬ 
nessman  Nichols  said  that  the  naming  of 
Bishop  Russell  as  chairman  and  the 
naming  of  other  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ters  to  the  board  of  trustees  was  not  an 
unusual  reinforcement  of  the  school's 
ties  to  the  church.  He  described  these 
rather  as  a  natural  response  to  the 
school’s  charter  calling  for  specific  an¬ 
nual  conferences  to  designate  trustees. 
Mr.  Nichols  also  said  that  Bishop  Rus¬ 
sell’s  appointment  as  chairman  is  for 
him  personally  and  would  continue  even 
if  the  bishop  should  be  assigned  to  an¬ 
other  episcopal  area  by  the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Conference  in  July. 

Mr.  Nichols  said  the  appointment  of 
Dr.  Bawcom  and  the  election  of  Bishop 
Russell  as  trustees’  chairman  represent¬ 
ed  a  “stabilized  situation. "“We  have 
pulled  ourselves  together  and  have  people 
in  place  whom  we  have  confidence  in," 
he  said.  Former  trustees’  chairman  Jud- 
son  Cramer  was  named  chairman  emer 
itus. 

Relocation  still  planned 

Mr.  Nichols  said  the  board  of  trustees 
reaffirmed  its  plan  to  move  the  school  to 
a  new  location  southwest  of  Fort  Worth, 
perhaps  in  five  years.  He  admitted  that 
the  move  was  “a  very  complex  problem, 
not  a  yes  or  no  situation,”  said  the  school 
had  “high  hills  to  climb  financially' 
before  any  move,  and  said  the  proposed 
move  would  be  under  constant  re-evalua¬ 
tion.  The  University  Senate  report  said 


*  that  costs  of  buying,  completing  and 
moving  to  the  proposed  new  campus  were 
so  enormous  that  plans  to  do  so  “should 
be  shelved  until  sufficient  funding  is  in 
sight.” 

In  answer  to  a  reporter’s  question,  Mr 
Nichols  said  the  school  got  into  debt  be¬ 
cause  of  “a  breakdown  in  communica¬ 
tion  of  some  administrative  functions 
and  the  president  of  the  board  of  trus¬ 
tees"  (Mr.  Cramer).  He  refused,  how¬ 
ever,  to  criticize  either  Dr.  Fleming  or 
Mr.  Cramer. 

The  board  adopted  an  eight-page 
resolution  commending  Dr.  Fleming’s 
accomplishments  as  president  of  the 
school.  Copies  of  it  were  not  distributed, 
but  Mr.  Nichols  said  it  was  "a  very  fine 
document”  brought  to  the  floor  of  the 
trustees  meeting.  The  Reporter  obtained 
a  copy  of  the  commendation,  which  noted 
that  the  school’s  assets  increased  from 
$12  million  to  $45  million  under  Dr. 
Fleming's  leadership  and  that  both 
enrollment  and  standard  test  scores  of 
TWC  students  had  risen  during  those 
same  years. 

Mr.  Nichols  declined  to  discuss  ar¬ 
rangements  between  the  board  and  Dr. 
Fleming  over  his  vacating  of  the  presi¬ 
dential  home,  which  the  school  owns,  or 
of  any  severance  pay  agreements.  He 
termed  both  of  those  private  matters. 

Dr.  Fleming  addressed  the  trustees 
meeting  at  his  request,  extending  his 
thanks  and  best  wishes  for  the  school.  He 
later  told  a  reporter  that  he  has  several 
options  for  future  employment,  including 
some  in  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  area. 


People  in  the  news. . . 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

FORT  WORTH.  Texas  -  The  Texas 
Wesleyan  College  board  of  trustees,  as 
expected,  accepted  the  resignation  here 
June  14  of  Dr.  Jon  H.  Fleming  as  presi¬ 
dent  and.  also  as  expected,  named  Dr. 
Jerry  Bawcom  interim  president 

Essentially  the  same  actions  had  been 
taken  earlier  by  the  board’s  executive 
committee  (UMR,  June  15)  and  were 
ratified  by  the  full  board. 

Seven  new  trustees  were  added  to  the 
board,  including  five  United  Methodist 
ministers.  The  new  chairman  is  Bishop 
John  Russell  of  United  Methodism’s 
Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area.  Bishop  Russell 
was  reported  recovering  from  surgery 
and  unable  to  attend  either  the  board 
meeting  or  a  news  conference 
afterwards. 

National  search  planned 

The  trustees'  new  vice  chairman,  Jim 
Nichols,  told  reporters  that  a  search 
committee,  which  includes  Bishop  Rus¬ 
sell,  will  begin  a  national  search  for  a  new 
president.  Dr.  Bawcom,  a  Baptist  deacon 
(layman),  told  reporters  he  was  not  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency.  Dr.  Baw¬ 
com  has  been  on  the  school’s  staff  since 
1969  and  has  been  vice  president  for 
administration  since  1981. 

Dr.  Bawcom  said  he  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  transfer  of  funds  or  other  matters 
that  under  Dr.  Fleming’s  administra¬ 
tion,  put  the  school  in  financial  trou¬ 
ble,  including  an  $11  million  indebt- 
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Olympic  star  remembers 
Sunday  School  and  running 

Four-time  Olympic  gold  medalist 
Harrison  Dillard  says  he  was  diligent 
at  two  things  during  his  youth: 
practicing  track  and  attending 
Sunday  School. 

“I  don’t  suppose  I  ever  missed  a 
Sunday  from  the  time  I  was  nine  until 
I  was  17,”  the  61-year-old  United 
Methodist  says. 

Mr.  Dillard  competed  in  the  1948 
games  in  London  and  the  1952  games 
in  Helsinki  and  is  the  only  athlete  to 
win  both  the  Olympic  100  meter  dash 
and  the  110  meter  hurdle. 

Today  he  is  with  the  Cleveland 
(Ohio)  School  System  where  he’s 
responsible  for  physical  support  and 
plant  maintenance  of  the  78,000- 
student  district. 

Earlier  this  month  he  was  given  an 
honorary  doctoral  degree  from  UM- 
related  Baldwin  Wallace  College  in 
Berea,  Ohio,  where  he  obtained  his 
BA  degree  in  economics  35  years  ago. 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  of  the 
East  Ohio  Area  says  that,  like  most 
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edness  and  annual  operating  deficits  for 
several  years.  Both  Dr.  Bawcom  and  Mr. 
Nichols  said  that  financial  matters  have 
been  outside  Dr.  Bawcom ’s  area  of 
responsibility. 

The  church’s  national  agency  respon¬ 
sible  for  higher  education  relationships, 
the  University  Senate,  three  months  ago 
took  the  unprecedented  step  of  placing 
Texas  Wesleyan  on  probation.  Mr. 
Nichols  said  the  trustees’  actions  will  be 
reported  promptly  to  the  University 
Senate.  He  said  a  special  trustee  com¬ 
mittee  had  been  named  to  work  with  and 
relate  to  the  University  Senate.  He  also 
said  the  board  would  welcome  assistance 
from  any  quarter,  including  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Senate’s  parent  body,  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry,  in  locating  prime 
candidates  for  the  school’s  presidency. 

Mr.  Nichols  estimated  it  might  take 
eight  months  to  fill  the  presidency. 

Fiscal  inventory  begun 

Dr.  Bawcom  said  a  fiscal  management 
committee  was  inventorying  the  school’s 
assets  and  liabilities.  Mr.  Nichols  said  a 
new  procedure  would  identify  any  transfer 
of  funds  from  one  Texas  Wesleyan  fund 
or  account  to  another.  Dr.  Fleming’s  use 
of  college  funds  “without  clear  guidance 
from  the  board  of  trustees”  was  one 
specific  criticism  in  the  University 
Senate  report  on  Texas  Wesleyan. 

Dr.  Bawcom  said  the  search  for  a  new 
vice  president  for  financial  adminis¬ 
tration  had  been  narrowed  to  two 
finalists,  with  a  decision  expected  soon. 


young  black  men  of  his  time,  he 
remembers  vividly  the  impression 
Harrison  Dillard  made  during  his 
Olympic  years. 

“Being  from  the  South,  my  first  real 
knowledge  of  Baldwin  Wallace  was 
through  Harrison  Dillard,”  the  bishop 
said.  "And  as  a  young  seminarian,  I 
was  inspired  to  know  it  was  a 
Methodist  college." 

Baldwin  Wallace  cited  Mr.  Dillard 
for  his  participation  in  the  Cleveland 
Church  Federation,  the  YMCA  and  his 
time  as  a  goodwill  ambassador  for  the 
State  Department  following  his 
Olympic  appearance  in  Helsinki 

Although  four  gold  medals  hang  on 
his  wall,  Mr.  Dillard  says  he’s  never 
attended  an  Olympic  game  since 
Helsinki  but  hopes  to  attend  closing 
ceremonies  at  this  summer’s  games 
in  Los  Angeles. 

The  former  athlete  says  he  opted  to 
go  to  Baldwin  Wallace  rather  than 
Ohio  State  where  his  idol,  1936 
Olympics  hero  Jesse  Owens,  attended 
because  his  two  best  friends  —  both 
sons  of  ministers  —  were  attending 
Baldwin  Wallace. 

Along  with  his  childhood  church 


HARRISON  DILLARD 


experiences,  he  says  the  two  boys 
made  an  influence  on  his  spiritual 
character. 

“Apparently,  some  of  it  rubbed 
off,”  he  added. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 

_ _ _ / 


Annual  meeting 
of  missionaries 
set  for  July  9-13 

WILLIAMSPORT,  Pa.  (UMNS)  - 
United  Methodist  missionaries  home  on 
furlough,  retiring  missionaries  and  can¬ 
didates  for  overseas  service  will  be 
among  the  180  people  attending  the  1984 
Missionary  Conference  on  the  campus  of 
Lycoming  College  here  July  9-13. 

The  conference,  an  annual  event,  is 
designed  to  bring  the  missionary  com¬ 
munity  up  to  date  on  new  directions  and 
priorities  for  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

It  is  also  an  occasion  to  honor  30  retir¬ 
ing  missionaries  working  in  nine  different 
countries  —  whose  total  service  spans 
hundreds  of  years.  They  have  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  teaching,  agriculture,  medicine, 
church  administration,  community  devel¬ 
opment  and  evangelism. 

Twenty-five  new  candidates  for  service 
outside  the  United  States  will  get  a 
chance  to  talk  to  “oldtimers"  who  know 
the  areas  where  they  will  be  working 

Workshops  will  help  provide  new  tech¬ 
niques  of  church  development  and  church 
renewal,  spiritual  enrichment  and  ways 
to  interpret  mission  work  to  the  folks 
back  home. 


Gathering  to  draw 
from  50  countries 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

OCEAN  GROVE,  N.J.  -  Methodists 
from  more  than  50  countries  are 
expected  here  Aug.  5-12  for  the  World 
Methodist  Camp  Meeting  scheduled,  in 
part,  to  honor  the  Bicentennial  of 
American  Methodism. 

All  six  Methodist  denominations  in  the 
United  States  are  involved  in  planning 
and  leading  the  camp  meeting. 

As  if  to  indicate  the  gathering’s 
international  flavor,  the  first  registration 
came  from  a  person  in  Taiwan.  Large 
delegations  are  coming  from  the  Philip¬ 
pines  and  Korea,  plus  busloads  from  the 
United  States  and  Canada. 

A  parade  of  flags  from  90  countries  will 
mark  the  beginning  of  the  camp  meeting. 
Each  morning  in  as  many  locations  there 
will  be  six  simultaneous  preaching 
services,  each  featuring  a  preacher  from 
one  of  the  six  continents. 

Other  features  will  include  an  all-night 
prayer  meeting,  a  World  Town  Meeting 
that  will  fashion  a  message  to  the 
churches  and  the  world,  and  more  than 
20  elective  courses  offered  to  registrants 
during  daily  study  periods. 

All  plenary  sessions  will  be  in  the  7,000- 
seat  auditorium.  Registration  is  $20. 
Daily  Bible  studies  and  nightly 
preaching  events  are  open  to  the  general 
public. 

Principal  coordinator  for  the  camp 
meeting  in  this  country  is  the  Rev.  H 
Eddie  Fox,  executive  director  for  world 
evangelization  with  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 


World 
Methodist 
Camp  Meeting 


More  information  is  available  from :  » 
Mrs.  Kelly  Truitt 
World  Methodist  Camp  Meeting 
54  Pitman  Ave. 

Ocean  Grove,  NJ  07756 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACfc 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 

invites  you 
on  a  special 

Holy  Land 
and 

Cairo,  Egypt  Tour 

October  11-20,  1984 
March  3-12,  1985 

A  small  group  of  us  will  visit  the  "Land  of  Jesus.  "  We  will  visit  the  Garden  Tomb,  kneel  at  the  rock"  in 
Gethsemane.  tour  all  of  Jerusalem  During  the  stay,  we  "cover  the  country"  -  Sea  of  Galilee.  Bethlehem. 
Nazareth.  Bethany,  the  Dead  Sea,  the  River  Jordan.  Capernaum.  Mary's  well.  Caesarea .  Cana  of  Galilee.  , 
and  so  many  other  places  Just  the  reading  of  these  names  thrills  our  hearts  —  actually  visiting  those 
places  is  a  spiritual  blessing  and  an  experience  one  will  always  cherish 
This  is  a  DELUXE  tour  —  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  day.  and  NO  EXTRA  charges  Most 
important,  we  will  be  going  regularly  scheduled  air  We  like  this  much  better  than  a  "charter"  flight 
Each  night  after  dinner.  Dr  Allen  will  conduct  a  special  Holy  Land  worship  service 
Mr  and  Mrs.  Orville  C  Parker  will  co-host  the  tour 
Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York 
For  complete  details,  please  write: 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen. 

Transco  Tower.  Suite  1H30-31. 

P.O.  Box  1396.  Houston.  Texas  77251 
_ _ Office  Phone:  713/439-4072 
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With  ad  agency  help , 
church  reaches  out 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 
Associate  Editor 

It’s  not  your  usual  Saturday-church- 
page  ad 

A  famous  painting  of  the  martyred 
St.  Sebastian  shot  full  of  arrows  is 
captioned,  “If  you  think  being  a  Chris¬ 
tian  is  inconvenient  today,  just  look 
back  1500  years." 

Above  a  line  drawing  of  four  well- 
known  historical  figures  stands  the 
boldface  question,  “What  do  you  have 
in  common  with  Clara  Barton,  Alex¬ 
ander  Graham  Bell,  Susan  B.  Anthony 
and  Thomas  Jefferson? 

The  Rev.  George  H.  Martin,  whose 
Episcopal  parish  commissioned  an 
award-winning  series  of  advertise¬ 
ments  (including  the  one  with  St. 
Sebastian )  says  the  kind  of  people  at¬ 
tracted  to  his  church  by  the  ad  cam¬ 
paign  “are  exactly  the  kind  you’d  like 
to  have  —  they’re  curious,  alive,  and 
don’t  have  their  minds  already  made 
up.” 

At  a  time  when  many  denomina¬ 
tions  are  sinking  money  into  televi- 
;  sion  projects  to  promote  church 
;  growth,  other  churches  —  especially 
;  those  that  appeal  to  a  well-educated, 
print-oriented  clientele  —  are  turning 
to  print  advertising  as  an  effective 
and  relatively  inexpensive  way  of 
reaching  potential  new  members. 

Ads  win  top  awards 

The  agency  that  designed  a  series  of 
distinctive  print  ads  for  Episcopal 
churches  recently  won  top  honors  in 
\  the  advertising  industry  for  its  work. 
In  March,  the  Minneapolis  firm  of 
Fallon,  McElligott,  Rice  was  named 
Agency  of  the  Year  for  1983,  by  Adver¬ 
tising  Age  magazine.  Two  months 
later,  the  agency  was  the  big  winner 
in  the  One  Club  awards  that  honor  ad¬ 
vertising  copywriters  and  art  direc- 
•  tors,  taking  six  gold  medals  —  one  of 
which  was  for  the  Episcopal  Ad  Project. 

The  ad  project,  which  is  not  sanc¬ 
tioned  by  national  Episcopal  Church 
offices,  is  an  independent  effort  spon¬ 
sored  by  St.  Luke’s  Episcopal  Church 
in  Minneapolis. 

When  George  Martin  became  rector 
there  in  1975,  the  city  church  was  in 


trouble,  losing  members  as  fast  as 
Minneapolis  was  losing  population  to 
the  suburbs.  The  decrease  in  younger 
members  and  families  with  children 
was  particularly  acute. 

“We  were  doing  some  advertising 
on  our  own  by  ’77  or  so,”  said  Father 
Martin,  “but  we  soon  realized  we 
needed  professional  help.  ”  He  went  to 
Tom  McElligott,  an  advertising  spec¬ 
ialist  whose  interest  in  the  project 
stemmed  partly  from  the  fact  that  his 
father  was  an  Episcopal  priest. 

St.  Luke’s  defined  the  audience  it 
especially  wanted  to  reach  as  edu¬ 
cated  people  between  25  and  40  who 
were  currently  outside  the  church  and 
"turned  off”  by  fundamentalism. 
“We  were  not  trying  to  steal  anybody 
from  other  churches,”  Mr.  Martin 
stressed.  The  ads  portrayed  the  Epis¬ 
copal  church  as  a  “place  for  thinking 
and  reason  and  not  coercion.” 

TV  Christianity  targeted 

“We  took  swipes  at  TV  Chris¬ 
tianity,"  he  recalls,  “and  expressed 
our  concern  about  cults.” 

One  arresting  ad  featured  a  “very 
handsome-looking  baby”  with  the 
caption,  “The  Episcopal  Church  wel¬ 
comes  you  regardless  of  age,  race, 
color,  or  the  number  of  times  you’ve 
been  born.  " 

Here,  said  the  ads,  was  a  church  for 
thinking  persons.  One  ad  asked: 
“Considering  the  fact  that  Jesus  had 
his  doubts,  why  can’t  you?”  The  text 
emphasized  that  there  was  room  in 
the  Episcopal  Church  for  those  who 
believed  in  God  but  still  had  doubts 
and  questions. 

How  effective  are  such  ads?  “We’ve 
never  been  able  to  afford  research 
studies,”  said  Father  Martin.  “What 
we  have  are  stories  of  churches  that 
have  used  the  ads  and  stories  of  the 
people  who  have  showed  up  on  the 
doorstep.” 

St.  Luke’s  formed  the  Episcopal  Ad 
Project  to  distribute  the  ads  —  there 
are  more  than  two  dozen  different  ads 
—  to  other  local  churches  at  bargain 
prices,  some  layouts  for  no  more  than 
$10.  The  profits  financed  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  still  more  ads.  Some  churches 
use  them  in  newspapers,  some  in 


Would  you 
read  it  if  the  author 
showed  up  on  the 
Johnny  Carson  Show? 


Now  that  they 
know  about  Disneyland, 
isn't  it  time  you  told  them 
about  Heaven? 


Considering  the  tact 
that  Jesus  had  his  doubts, 
why  can’t  you? 


.  If  you  think 
being  a  Christian  is 
inconvenient  today 
just  look  back  1500  years. 


MINNEAPOLIS  —  A  new  set  of  print  ads  issued  by  the  St.  Luke’s 
Episcopal  Church  contains  what  some  persons  think  are  provocative 
messages.  religious  news  service  photo 


poster-size  billboard  ads,  others  in  di¬ 
rect  mail. 

The  market  for  the  ads  has  expan¬ 
ded  to  other  denominations,  and  be¬ 
yond  the  U.S.  to  Canada,  Ireland,  Aus¬ 
tralia,  South  Africa  and  Japan. 

Car  dealer  objects 

One  memorable  ad  on  a  large 
poster  grabbed  the  attention  of  tra¬ 
velers  passing  through  the  Minnea¬ 
polis  airport  and  features  the  face  of  a 
frustrated  man  with  tape  over  his 
mouth.  “The  only  problem  with  reli¬ 
gions  that  have  all  the  answers,”  says 
the  caption,  “is  that  you  can’t  ask 


questions.”  The  face  is  that  of  Tom 
McElligott.  In  his  agency’s  early,  pre¬ 
gold  medal  days,  it  couldn’t  always 
afford  professional  models. 

The  witty  tone  of  some  ads  has 
made  them  controversial  topics  for 
news  stories  or  letters  columns.  St. 
Luke’s  drew  the  ire  of  a  local  automo¬ 
bile  dealer  when  a  picture  of  the  front 
bumper  of  a  car  (it  happened  to  be  a 
Mercedes-Benz)  was  captioned  “Un¬ 
fortunately  this  is  as  close  as  some 
people  ever  get  to  a  sense  of  God.” 

The  most  popular  of  all  the  Episco¬ 
pal  ads  features  a  picture  of  Jesus, 
with  the  words,  “He  died  to  take  away 
your  sins,  not  your  mind.” 


Black  students  become  ambassadors 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  Five  students  from  United  Methodism’s  12 
historically  black  colleges  will  tour  the  church’s  jurisdictions  this  summer 
to  promote  the  denomination’s  Black  College  Fund. 

Ambassadors  for  1984  are  (L  to  R):  Natasha  Church  of  Dillard 
University,  New  Orleans;  Josefa  Bethea  of  Bennett  College,  Greensboro, 
N.C. ;  Jerome  Bussey  of  Rust  College,  Holly  Springs,  Miss. ;  Ronald  Topping 
of  Philander  Smith  College.  Little  Rock.  Ark.:  and  Audrey  Roberts  of  Paine 
College,  Augusta ,  Ga .  umns  photo 


600  nurses  walk  off  jobs 


MINNEAPOLIS  (UMNS)  —  Nearly  600 
nurses  at  Methodist  Hospital  here 
walked  off  their  jobs  June  1  along  with 
6,000  others  in  what  has  been  called  the 
largest  nurses  strike  in  the  nation’s  histo- 

iry- 

Larry  Anderson,  public  affairs  direc¬ 
tor  for  Methodist  Hospital,  said  the  hospi¬ 
tal  was  forced  to  reduce  the  number  of 
patients  from  408  to  130  after  the  strike 


began.  Admissions  were  limited  and  only 
emergency  surgery  was  performed. 
Within  two  days,  however,  the  hospital 
resumed  one-day  surgery  and  elective 
surgery. 

The  United  Methodist  Church,  in  its  So¬ 
cial  Principles,  supports  the  right  of 
“employees  and  employers  to  organize 
for  collective  bargaining  into  unions  and 
other  groups  of  their  own  choosing. 


CLASSIFIED  j 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion 
$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words  Blind  ad  $1  00 
additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 

LIMITED  EDITION  1000  numbered  4x54  color  re¬ 
productions  of  "Epworth"  matted  for  8  x  9V  Money 
back  if  not  satisfied.  Send  $19.95  to  "Epworth."  1109 

N  Staples,  Corpus  Christi.  Texas 78401 

MISSIONARY  ACTOR  SEEKS  bookings  for  one  char¬ 
acter  shows  on  the  Apostle  Paul  and  Martin  Luther 
Professional  plays  for  free-will  offerings.  Non-profit 
prison  ministry  Video  tapes  available  —  for  sale  — 
use  for  fund  raising  —  education,  etc  $30  00  —  VHS. 
Video  unrestricted  use  Crossroads  Inc..  P  O  Box 
609.  La  Veta.  CO  81055  Ask  for  The  Tentmaker  or  the 

95  Theses 

it  Celebrate  its  anniversary  Free  brochure,  esti¬ 
mates  We  also  specialize  in  group  cookbooks  and 
family  histories  Sanders  Printing.  Box  160-MI 
Garretson.  SD  57030.  ( 605  )  594-3427 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest? 
Write  UMDF,  Room  303B,  475  Riverside  Drive,  N  Y  . 

edition  cookbook  Signed  and  numbered  by  author 
(market  test  of  various  ads)  $9.95  retail  value  Send 
1st  class  postage  and  handling  of  $2  to:  Crossroads. 

P  O  Box  609,  La  Veta.  CO  81055  Beef -wild  game- 
fowl-excellent  book 

ECUMENICAL  EXECUTIVE:  The  Long  Island 
Council  of  Churches  seeks  executive  director  for 
ecumenical  development,  public  witness,  admin¬ 
istration  and  fund-raising.  Contact:  The  Rev 
Kenneth  Nelson.  11  Summit  Street,  Oyster  Bay.  New 

UMC,  McKinney,  Texas  Solid  and  growing  pro¬ 
gram;  good  benefits  Salary  negotiable  based  on  ex¬ 
perience  Send  resume  to:  Rev  Michael  Haynes, 
P.O  Box  374.  McKinney.  Texas  75069 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  AND  FAMILY  MINIS¬ 
TRIES  being  sought  by  congregation  of  4600  Excel¬ 
lent  opportunity  for  trained  person  who  enjoys 
working  with  people  Multiple-staff;  growing  com- 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  Director  of  Childrens 

son  Street.  Orlando.  FL  32801 . 

Ministries.  Church  of  2.600  members  in  south  Denver 
suburb,  seeking  person  with  degree  in  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  or  equivalent  and  at  least  two  years  expen- 

PART  TIME  ORGANIST  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Grapevine,  Texas.  Call  (817  )  481-2559 
w  eekdays  for  further  information. 

Contact:  Rev  Allen  Simons,  1313  West  Shepperd. 
Littleton,  CO  80120  Phone  303-794-6379 

CASSETTE  COPIER  needed  for  new  continuing  edu¬ 
cation  series  Need  used  unit  at  reasonable  price. 
Contact  Pilgrimage  Productions.  9  Harpending 
Avenue.  Dundee,  New  York  14837  (  607  )  243-7242 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC.  Brentwood  UMC  (Nash- 

church.  Strong  music  program,  graded  choirs,  hand¬ 
bells.  ensembles.  Reuter  Organ,  strong  academic 
background  and  experience  desirable  Salary  nego- 
«  tiable  Send  resumes  to  Dr  Robert  H  Spain,  Brent¬ 
wood  UMC.  309  Franklin  Road.  Brentwood.  TN  30727 

FOR  SALE  AT  BIG  DISCOUNT:  2  new  2900  Mark  II, 

135  HP  Turbo-charged  Allis-Chalmers  stationary 
diesel  engines,  direct  from  factory,  mounted  on  base 
with  radiator  and  shroud,  ready  to  operate  with  ex¬ 
ception  of  battery  Benefits  accruable  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  therefore  tax  deductible.  For  fur¬ 
ther  information,  call  (619)  356-4377 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies  near 

furnished  efficiencies  $125  week,  $400  four  weeks. 
Clayton  Calhoun.  P  O  Box  1138,  Waynesville,  NC 
28786  (  704)627-6067 

POSITION  OPEN:  Organist/Director,  part-time 
Swaim  UMC.  1620  Naldo  Ave..  Jacksonville.  FL 
32207 

SEEKING  FULL  TIME  music/youth  director  for 
growing  500  member  church  Salary  and  Fringe 
benefits  negotiable  Send  resume  to  Chardon  United 
Methodist  Church,  515  North  St.  Chardon  OH  44024. 
by  July  7 

POSITION  OPENINGS:  Direcor  of  Development. 
Counselor.  Science  Teacher.  Lydia  Patterson 
Institute,  a  co-educational  College  Preparatory 
School  Contact:  Dr  Ruben  Salcido.  P.O  Box  11.  El 
Paso.  Texas  79940.  Tel  (915  )  533-8286 

‘Discipline’  book  dates 
to  Methodist  beginnings 


By  WALTER  N.  VERNON 

After  the  organization  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  America  at  Christ¬ 
mas  1784,  a  book  called  a  “Form  of  Disci¬ 
pline  for  the  Ministers,  Preachers,  and 
Other  Members  .  .  .”  was  approved  and 
published  in  1785.  Among  its  many  provi¬ 
sions  were  the  following: 

“Question  73.  What  can  be  done  in 
order  to  revive  the  Work  of  God  where  it 
is  decayed? 

1.  Let  both  Assistants  and  Preachers 
be  conscientiously  exact  in  the  whole 
Methodist  Discipline. 

2.  See  that  no  Circuit  [or  church]  be  at 
any  time  without  Preachers  . . 

3.  Wherever  you  can,  appoint  Prayer- 
meetings  . . . 

4.  Let  a  Fast  be  published  at  every 
Quarterly  Meeting  .  .  . 

5.  Be  active  in  dispersing  Mr.  Wesley’s 
Books  .  .  .  beg  Money  of  the  Rich  to  buy 
Books  for  the  Poor.” 

A  Book  of  Discipline  has  been  pub¬ 
lished  after  each  meeting  of  Methodist 
General  Conferences  since  1784,  and  one 
will  be  published  later  this  year  from  the 
1984  sessions.  These  Disciplines  reflect 
changing  understandings  of  Christian 
faith  and  the  way  the  church  seeks  to 
minister  to  its  changing  constituency. 

Earliest  Disciplines  of  both  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Association  and  United  Brethren 
were  patterned  on  a  German  translation 
of  the  Methodist  Discipline.  In  each  case, 
however,  modifications  were  made  to 
conform  to  special  needs.  For  example, 
some  United  Brethren  leaders  thought  a 
man-made  document  was  unnecessary: 
“that  the  Word  of  God  alone  was  all  suffi¬ 
cient,  and  they  were  opposed  to  all 


Circuit 

Writer 


[human  religious]  discipline.”  The 
Methodist  Protestant  Discipline  was 
Wesleyan  —  but  had  no  episcopal  refer¬ 
ences,  of  course. 

In  the  current  Book  of  Discipline,  the 
bishops  have  written  this  explanation  to 
United  Methodists,  describing  the  func¬ 
tion  of  the  book: 

“The  Discipline  [is]  the  instrument  for 
setting  forth  the  laws,  plan,  polity,  and 
process  by  which  United  Methodists  gov¬ 
ern  themselves  ...  We  do  not  see  the  Dis¬ 
cipline  as  sacrosanct  or  infallible,  but 
...  it  reflects  our  understanding  of  the 
Church  and  of  what  is  expected  of  its 
ministers  and  members  as  they  seek  to 
be  effective  witnesses  in  the  world  as  a 
part  of  the  whole  Body  of  Christ. 

“The  Discipline  sets  forth  the  theologi¬ 
cal  grounding  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  biblical  faith  .  .  .  Makes  clear 
that  ...  it  is  an  inclusive  society  ...  Af¬ 
firms  connectionalism  as  a  distinctive 
mark  of  United  Methodist  ecclesiology, 
makes  clear  the  global  character  of  the 
Church’s  mission  .  .  .  and  that  Christ  lays 
claim  upon  the  whole  life  of  those  who  ac¬ 
cept  him  as  Lord  and  Savior. 

“We  therefore  commend  this  Disci¬ 
pline  to  all  in  our  constituency  and  to 
friends  beyond  our  bounds  who  would 
seek  to  understand  what  it  means  to  be  a 
United  Methodist.” 


Effort  to  hike  drinking  age 
follows  resolution  of  UMC 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  A  broadly- 
based  effort  to  raise  the  minimum  legal 
drinking  age  to  21,  a  concept  supported 
by  the  1984  United  Methodist  General 
Conference,  was  given  a  send-off  from 
the  steps  of  the  U.S.  Capitol  June  13. 

A  variety  of  public  figures  took  part  in 
the  news  conference  keyed  to  the  issue  of 
youth  drinking  and  then  driving.  Spon¬ 
sors  said  40  organizations  are  backing 
the  effort  that  carries  the  designation 
“SOS.”  the  international  distress  signal, 
which  in  this  instance  stands  for  “Save 
Our  Students.” 

About  two  dozen  states  limit  the  drink¬ 
ing  of  all  alcoholic  beverages  to  those  21 
or  older.  An  additional  10  states  have  a 
minimum  age  for  drinking  hard  liquor 
but  permit  younger  persons  to  buy  wine 
and  beer. 

A  proposal  for  mandatory  federal  leg¬ 
islation  setting  the  age  at  21  passed  the 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives  June  7 
and  was  sent  to  the  Senate. 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s  top  leg¬ 
islative  body,  meeting  in  May  in  Balti¬ 
more,  urged  “all  United  Methodist 


churches  in  the  United  States  to  work  for 
a  minimum  legal  drinking  age  of  21  years 
in  their  respective  states.  ” 

The  statement  was  added  to  a  resolu¬ 
tion  passed  by  an  earlier  General  Confer¬ 
ence  dealing  with  alcohol  and  drugs. 

Cassandra  Johnson,  a  staff  member  of 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society's  de¬ 
partment  of  human  welfare,  said  the 
board  welcomes  the  General  Conference 
statement.  The  board,  she  said,  has  been 
“working  diligently”  on  the  abuse  of  al¬ 
cohol  and,  especially,  advertising  direct¬ 
ed  at  young  people.  A  separate  General 
Conference  action  was  directed  at  this  is¬ 
sue. 

Speakers  at  the  June  13  news  confer¬ 
ence  said  federal  legislation  raising  the 
minimum  drinking  age  could  save  the 
lives  of  a  1,000  young  persons  annually. 

Elizabeth  Hanford  Dole,  secretary  of 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Transportation 
and  a  United  Methodist,  said  that 
"Americans  are  awakening  to  a  terrible 
fact:  the  greatest  killer  of  our  young  peo¬ 
ple  is  the  deadly  combination  of  drinking 
and  driving.” 


the  church  today 


West  Ohio  conference 
votes  to  start  UM  Review 

LAKESIDE,  Ohio  -  The  West  Ohio 
Annual  Conference  voted  here  last  week 
to  begin  publishing  its  news  as  a 
conference  edition  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Review  in  January  of  1985.  The  Re¬ 
view  is  a  bi-weekly  tabloid  version  of  this 
newspaper.  It  began  publication  in 
January  of  this  year. 

West  Ohio  —  United  Methodism’s  sec¬ 
ond  largest  annual  conference  in  terms  of 
membership  —  is  the  second  annual  con¬ 
ference  to  begin  publishing  a  Review 
edition,  in  addition  to  39  which  publish 
weekly  editions  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  Circulation  for  the  West  Ohio 
Conference  news  edition  is  expected  to 
reach  or  exceed  20,000.  It  will  push  the 
combined  circulation  for  the  Reporter 
and  Review  to  more  than  525,000,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  publication’s  chief  executive, 
the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III. 

Bishop  Dwight  E.  Loder,  episcopal 
leader  for  the  church’s  West  Ohio  area, 
praised  the  conference  for  making  a 
decision  which  he  said  will  strengthen 
the  work  and  witness  of  United  Method¬ 
ism  in  the  West  Ohio  area. 

Wesley’s  Chapel  pastor 
tours  U.S.,  gathers  support 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)  -  The 
minister  of  the  parent  church  of 
Methodism  is  touring  the  U.S.  to  garner 
support  for  his  church  and  to  help  several 
congregations  in  the  midwestern  and 
eastern  United  States  celebrate  the 
American  Methodist  Bicentennial. 

The  Rev.  Ronald  C.  Gibbins  is  the  65th 
minister  to  serve  the  congregation  at 
Wesley’s  Chapel  located  on  the  northeast 
edge  of  London,  England.  He  has  been 
pastor  of  the  historic  church  since  the 
building's  restoration  was  completed  in 
1978.  The  church  was  established  in  1778 
by  John  Wesley,  founder  of  the  Methodist 
movement. 

The  restoration  of  the  chapel  was  part 
of  a  five-phase  program.  The  first  phase 
was  the  restoration  of  the  chapel  building 
at  a  cost  of  $1.4  million  —  52  percent  of 
which  came  from  Methodists  in  the 
United  States. 

Montana  children’s  home 
looking  for  oldest  alumni 

HELENA,  Mont.  —  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Inter-Mountain  Deaconess 
Home  for  Children  here  needs  help  in 
locating  its  oldest  alumni. 

This  year  is  the  home’s  75th 
anniversary.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest  homes 
of  its  kind  in  Montana. 

Anyone  knowing  the  whereabouts  of 
some  of  the  home’s  former  residents  is 
asked  to  contact  Gwen  Williams,  Inter- 
Mountain  Deaconess  Home  for  Children, 
P.O.  Box  4455,  Helena,  MT  59604. 

UM  minority  students 
spend  summer  in  capital 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  A  unique 
summer  for  a  dozen  United  Methodist 
ethnic  minority  students  began  June  11 
here  in  various  government  and  church 
offices. 

The  students  are  the  1984  summer 
interns  in  the  annual  program  sponsored 
by  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  as 
part  of  the  United  Methodist  priority  on 
developing  and  strengthening  ethnic 
minority  congregations. 

When  the  12  complete  their  internship 
Aug.  3  they  will  be  expected  to  return  to 
their  congregations  and  annual 
conferences  to  take  leadership  roles  in 
ministries  reaching  out  to  ethnic 
minority  persons. 

‘Think  tank’  calls  for 
new  urban  policies 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  An 
election-year  call  for  a  new  national 
urban  policy  has  been  sounded  here  by  a 
think  tank  with  strong  United  Methodist 
ties. 

“America  cannot  survive  without 
livable  cities,”  the  urban  policy  panel  of 
the  Churches’  Center  for  Theology  and 
Public  Policy  said  in  the  May  issue  of  the 
center’s  newsletter,  “center  circles.” 

The  Churches’  Center  for  Theology  and 
Public  Policy  was  started  in  1976  through 
allocations  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  property  here  formerly  owned  by  the 
Methodist  Corporation  It  receives  an 
annual  grant  of  $50,000  from  that  trust 
fund.  The  Rev.  Alan  Geyer,  a  United 
Methodist,  is  executive  director. 

UM  emphasis  on  peace 
detailed  in  book 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Decades  of 
commitment  underlie  the  present  United 
Methodist  emphasis  on  peace  with 
justice,  and  a  book  just  published  here 
recounts  in  detail  much  of  that  effort. 

Entitled  A  Will  for  Peace,  the  volume's 
author  is  Herman  Will  who  spent  37  years 
working  for  peace  on  both  the  national 
and  international  scenes.  Dr.  Will,  known 
to  many  in  the  church  as  “Mr.  Peace,” 
retired  in  1981. 

Although  he  was  a  leader  in  many 
efforts  recounted  in  the  volume,  it  is  not 
an  autobiography,  but  a  history  of  action 
in  the  present  denomination  and  its 
antecedent  bodies. 

UMC  musician  to  lead 
British  choral  festival 

PORTSMOUTH,  England  -  Terry 
Price,  director  of  music  at  Plymouth 
Park  United  Methodist  Church  in  Irving, 
Texas,  will  be  one  of  three  guest  con¬ 
ductors  at  the  Portsmouth  Church  Choir 
Festival  June  28-July  1. 

Also  conducting  will  be  Sir  David  Will- 
cocks,  director  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Music  in  London,  and  John  Rutter, 
conductor  of  the  Cambridge  Singers  and 
noted  English  composer.  Choirs  at  the 
festival  will  come  from  Great  Britain, 


Holland,  the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

Mr.  Price  conducted  and  co-produced 
the  official  American  Methodist  Bicen¬ 
tennial  choral  album,  “A  Heritage  in 
Hymns.”  He  is  seeking  the  master  of 
sacred  music  degree  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology. 

Cokesbury  offers 
toll-free  number 

NASHVILLE  —  A  toll-free  phone-in 
service  for  Cokesbury  customers  will 
begin  July  1. 

The  toll-free  service  will  be  open 
Monday  through  Friday  from  8  a.m.  to  4 
p.m.  Central  and  Pacific  times.  The 
number  will  be  1/800/672-1789.  Callers 
will  automatically  reach  their  closest 
Cokesbury  Service  Center. 

“Although  the  toll-free  number  is  a 
real  convenience,  we  also  want  to  remind 
customers  that  the  best  way  to  get  the 
best  personal  service  is  still  through  a 
visit  to  one  of  our  42  retail  outlets," 
Thomas  E.  Carpenter,  senior  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  retail  sales  at  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Publishing  House  said. 

Scarritt  to  sponsor 
two  music  competitions 

NASHVILLE  —  Scarritt,  a  United 
Methodist  graduate  school  of  church 
music  and  Christian  education,  will 
sponsor  a  choral  conducting  competition 
and  an  undergraduate  organ  competition 
Nov.  9-10,  on  the  campus. 

The  choral  conducting  competition  is 
open  to  conductors  35  or  under  who  are 
not  enrolled  currently  at  Scarritt  and  are 
not  studying  with  one  of  the  judges  for 
the  final  competition. 

Preliminary  materials  for  the  competi¬ 
tions  must  be  submitted  by  Oct.  12. 
Application  forms  and  information  may 
be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  Church 
Music  Department,  Scarritt  College,  1008 
19th  Ave.  S.,  Nashville,  TN  37203-4466. 

Scarritt  grants  the  Master  of  Church 
Music  degree  and  the  Master  of  Arts 
degree  in  Christian  education. 

Secretaries’  association 
elects  officers 

BALTIMORE  —  The  Professional 
Association  of  United  Methodist 
Secretaries  met  here  recently  and 
elected  new  officers. 

Newly  elected  officers  are:  Shirley 
Taylor,  Norman,  OK,  president;  Beverly 
Robberson,  San  Antonio,  vice-president; 
Susan  Mason,  Springfield,  MO, 
treasurer;  Earline  Mills,  Baltimore, 
MD,  secretary. 

The  Professional  Association  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  Secretaries 
works  to  provide  a  base  for  the  unity  and 
fellowship  of  its  members;  to  provide 
individual  growth,  professional  develop¬ 
ment,  continuing  education,  spiritual 
enrichment;  and  to  work  toward  the 
betterment  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

"Strife  Separates 
Guatemalan 
Family" 


MARINA  MACARIO  la  worried  about  hor 
father.  He  it  a  leader  in  their  small  village 
and  Is  hunted  by  men  who  would  take  his 
life.  In  order  to  be  safe,  Marina  has  been 
accepted  at  the  Mission.  She  continues  to 
pray  for  her  father  as  she  misses  him  very 
much. 

Marina  has  been  offered  to  WORLD'S 
CHILDREN,  INC.  for  sponsorship.  Her  case 
history  is  not  unusual,  for  many  of  the 
children  at  the  Mission  are  living  under 
similar  circumstances.  Families  have  been 
torn  apart  by  political  strife.  Helpless  chil¬ 
dren.  like  Marina,  are  learning  to  live 
through  difficult  times. 

You  could  sponsor  Marina  or  another 
child,  like  her  for  $13  a  month.  The  spon¬ 
sorship  fee  covers  food,  clothing  and  edu¬ 
cational  materials.  The  sponsor  receives 
complete  information  on  the  child:  name, 
picture,  address,  case  history.  You  could 
write  the  child  if  you  wish  and  you  will  re¬ 
ceive  a  reply. 

*•  WCI  is  observing  its  19th  year  of  caring 
for  the  world's  homeless  children.  The 
corporation  is  U.S.  government  approved 
and  all  donations  are  tax-deductible.  The 
1983  audit  indicates  91%  of  funds 
received  were  sent  on  for  the  children. 
The  children  are  fed  physically  and 
spiritually. 

Won't  you  sponsor  a  child?  Christian 
love  spans  political  differences.  Marina 
and  others  should  not  have  to  suffer. 
Please  write: 


n»*d  i*  greatest _  | 

Enclosed  Is  payment  for  first  month  J 


I  Stnte  and  Zip  * 

I 

|  Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  P.  O.  Sox  I 
(2979,  Winter  Haven,  Fla.  33880.  j 
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Drought  mobilizes  church  groups 


By  J.  MARTIN  BAILEY 

Religious  News  Service  Correspondent 

The  worst  drought  in  history  has  tight¬ 
ened  like  a  belt  around  the  waist  of 
Africa,  causing  millions  of  people  to  seek 
in  vain  for  food. 

Aggravated  by  civil  war  and  world¬ 
wide  economic  recession,  the  food  crisis 
reaches  into  many  regions  of  the  globe, 
but  nowhere  is  it  more  critical  than  in  26 
nations  in  sub-Sahara  Africa.  The  26 
nations  have  a  total  population  of  225  mil¬ 
lion. 

The  religious  community  in  the  United 
States  and  abroad,  through  which  much 
of  the  world’s  public  and  private  food  aid 
has  always  reached  the  hungry  overseas, 
has  mounted  an  unprecedented  effort  to 
meet  emergency  needs  and  to  assist  in 
development  projects  that  address  the 
root  causes  of  the  famine.  But  the  need  is 
immense,  and  for  many  people  help  just 
comes  too  late. 

Ten-year  cycles  of  drought  are  histori¬ 
cal  on  the  African  continent,  but  the  mag¬ 
nitude  of  the  latest  is  without  precedent. 
In  a  1972  drought,  only  six  countries  were 
affected.  This  one  stretches  from  sub-Sa¬ 
haran  Africa  in  the  West  to  Kenya  in  the 
East,  affecting  central  and  southern 
Africa.  Experts  estimate  that  if  climatic 
and  economic  conditions  continue  their 
deteriorating  spiral,  the  number  of  af¬ 
fected  nations  easily  could  rise  from  26  to 
35. 

700,000  leave  Ghana 

The  worsening  economic  condition  in 
Ghana,  for  example,  accounted  for  the 
migration  of  700,000  persons  —  peasants 
and  professionals  —  to  comparatively 
prosperous  Nigeria  in  the  ’70’s.  In  1982, 
they  were  repatriated  to  Ghana,  threat¬ 
ening  the  country’s  already  precarious 
economy. 


Cornmeal  shipments  valued  at  $300,000 
were  made  by  Church  World  Service  in 
1983  to  Ghana,  and  the  agency  is  now  con¬ 
sidering  plans  for  digging  wells  to  supply 
essential  water  resources  in  northern 
Ghana. 

Lack  of  pesticides,  as  in  the  case  of 
Tanzania,  can  mean  loss  of  up  to  30  per¬ 
cent  of  the  grain  crop.  The  Christian 
Council  of  Tanzania  recently  made  an  as¬ 
sessment  of  the  food  situation  in  that 
East  African  nation  and  reported  that 
even  if  all  current  food  aid  pledges  were 
honored,  the  country  would  still  have  a 
serious  food  deficit  in  1984. 

Another  factor  has  been  the  armed 
conflict  that  has  helped  create  large  ref¬ 
ugee  populations  in  Africa.  Willis  Logan, 
Church  World  Service  area  secretary  for 
Africa,  says  that  in  Ethiopia,  the  drought 
and  violence  has  displaced  an  estimated 
2.4  million  persons  within  the  country 
and  sent  another  700,000  into  Somalia  and 
450,000  into  Sudan  in  a  desperate  search 
for  food  and  water. 

While  no  two  official  sources  agree  on 
refugee  statistics  in  Africa,  all  are 
agreed  that  migrant  populations  place  an 
intolerable  burden  on  strained  resources 
of  neighboring  countries.  An  influx  of 
40,000  Mozambican  refugees  into  Zim¬ 
babwe  has  seriously  strained  that  na¬ 
tion’s  otherwise  stable  economy. 

Christian  Care  of  Zimbabwe,  sup¬ 
ported  in  part  by  grants  from  Ameri¬ 
can  churches,  has  helped  feed  displaced 
people  from  both  Mozambique  and  South 
Africa.  The  agency  now  believes  there  is 
a  need  “to  congregate  displaced  persons 
in  established  areas  where  they  could 
have  access  to  food,  shelter,  medical 
care  and  sanitary  facilities.” 

Representing  Anglican  and  Protestant 
churches,  Christian  Care  distributes 


more  than  1,000  metric  tons  of  corn  a 
month  to  about  140,000  people. 

Situation  worsens 

Cheryl  Christensen  of  the  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture  says  the  African  sit¬ 
uation  has  worsened  dramatically  since 
last  June.  The  USD  A  now  predicts  that 
3.3  million  tons  of  food  aid  will  be  re¬ 
quired  in  1984  even  after  commercial 
purchases  of  a  record  11  million  tons. 

Ms.  Christensen  told  the  Church  World 
Service  Committee,  the  ecumenical 
agency’s  governing  board,  that  her  esti¬ 
mates  “represent  food  needed  to  maintain 
consumption  at  levels  comparable  to 
those  before  the  drought.  They  do  not  in¬ 
clude  food  required  to  bring  diets  up  to  nu¬ 
tritionally  adequate  levels  —  in  many 
cases  unsatisfactory  —  where  they  were 
found  last  year.” 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  governing  board, 
William  P.  Thompson,  co-stated  clerk  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S. A.),  re¬ 
ported  that  during  this  prolonged 
drought  many  rural  families  in  Africa 
had  had  no  alternative  to  eating  the  grain 
set  aside  for  next  season’s  planting. 

Mr.  Thompson,  who  also  chairs  the 
Church  World  Service  Committee,  ex¬ 
plained  that  “even  in  the  best  of  times, 
most  African  farmers  —  80  percent  of 
whom  are  women  —  cannot  grow  enough 
for  adequate  cash  or  food  reserves.” 
That  has  led  able-bodied  village  men  to 
seek  work  in  nearby  towns  and  cities  or 
to  cross  borders  into  neighboring  coun¬ 
tries  where  food-aid  programs  may  be  in 
operation. 

Ms.  Christensen,  who  heads  the  Africa 
and  Middle  East  branch  of  the  USDA  in¬ 
ternational  economics  division,  says  that 
even  South  Africa,  which  normally  ex- 


Countries  between  the  Tropic  of  Cancer  and  Tropic  of  Capricorn  face  the  greatest  food  shortages.  Most  of  the 
hungry  live  in  Africa. 


ports  4.5  million  tons  of  grain  to  neigh¬ 
boring  countries,  will  have  to  import 
more  than  2.5  million  tons  of  corn  in  1984. 
Heavy  rains,  after  a  year  of  drought,  will 
make  it  difficult  to  restore  the  production 
pattern  in  1984. 

South  Africa  has  focused  most  of  its  at¬ 
tention  on  helping  white  commercial 
farmers,  Christensen  said.  “So  far  as  we 
can  tell,  relatively  little  is  being  done  to 
address  the  problem  of  livestock  losses  in 
the  black  homelands,”  she  said. 

Reports  reaching  the  USDA  indicate 
that  in  some  of  the  South  African  home¬ 
lands  as  much  as  75  percent  of  the  cattle 
either  have  died  or  been  slaughtered  for 
food.  Another  estimate  says  about  50  per¬ 
cent  have  malnutrition-related  diseases. 

“The  government  of  South  Africa  is  not 
anxious  to  make  an  international  issue  of 
conditions  in  the  homelands,  and  to  date 
the  U.S.  government  has  not  undertaken 
assistance  to  these  areas,”  Ms.  Christen¬ 
sen  said. 

Hunger  hurts  babies 

The  World  Health  Organization  esti¬ 
mates  that  of  the  122  million  babies  born 
in  Africa  in  1983,  12  million  will  not  sur¬ 
vive  the  first  year.  Another  5  million  face 
permanent  physical  and  mental  damage 
owing  to  chronic  malnutrition. 

An  international  ecumenical  religious 
consortium  that  includes  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches,  Catholic  Relief  Services, 
Lutheran  World  Federation  and  Caritas 
International  has  jointly  appealed  for 
$100  million  to  assist  in  Africa. 

In  addition,  a  United  States-based  ecu¬ 
menical  consortium  including  Church 
World  Service,  Lutheran  World  Relief 
and  Catholic  Relief  Services  has  pres¬ 
sured  the  U.S.  government  to  make  a 
more  timely  and  more  generous  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  problem  —  resulting  in  a 
supplemental  appropriation  of  $90  mil¬ 
lion  for  additional  food  aid  to  Africa.  The 
group,  working  through  a  Washington- 
based  coalition,  Interfaith  Action  for 
Economic  Justice,  is  seeking  an  increase 
also  in  U.S.  funds  for  non-food  emer¬ 
gency  needs,  such  as  inland  transporta¬ 
tion,  replenishment  of  seed  stocks  and 
provision  of  animal  vaccines. 

Church  groups  express  frustration  in 
dealing  with  officials  of  the  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration.  Paul  Kittlaus,  a  United 
Church  of  Christ  minister  who  chairs  In¬ 
terfaith  Action,  recalls  the  time  recently 
when  the  United  States  stalled  on  an  ap¬ 
peal  from  Catholic  Relief  Services  for  ad¬ 
ditional  aid  to  Ethiopia. 

Aware  that  aid  was  being  held  up  by  an 
internal  administration  debate  between 
those  wanting  to  respond  to  Ethiopian 
needs  and  those  insisting  that  the  coun¬ 
try’s  Marxist  government  solve  the  prob¬ 
lem  alone,  the  26  religious  agencies  in 
Interfaith  Action  publicized  the  delays, 
saying  the  United  States  was  using  food 
as  a  political  weapon.  Several  law¬ 
makers  joined  the  protest,  and  when  AID 
eventually  made  a  modest  commitment 
to  Ethiopian  needs,  the  churches  were 
credited  for  keeping  the  heat  on. 

U.S.  churches  are  expected  to  give 
wide  publicity  to  the  conditions  in  Africa 
and  to  take  special  offerings  at  harvest 
time  this  fall,  and  a  major  portion  of 
church  funds  raised  during  Lent  this 
year  would  probably  go  to  Africa. 


Bust 

Berlin  regrets  post-war  Protestant  church-building  boom 


By  WILLIAM  DOWNEY 

Religious  News  Service  Correspondent 

WEST  BERLIN  —  West  Berlin’s  Pro¬ 
testant  church  has  built  more  church 
buildings  since  the  end  of  World  War  II 
than  in  the  previous  450  years,  and  many 
of  its  leaders  now  wish  it  hadn’t. 

Faced  with  declining  membership  and 
financial  resources,  the  Evangelical 
Church  of  Berlin  and  Brandenburg 
(Berlin  West)  lacks  the  money  to  pre¬ 
serve  many  large  churches. 

The  situation  is  complicated  by  West 
Berlin  Protestants  as  a  group  simply  not 
going  to  church.  Attendance  figures  re¬ 
gularly  show  that  just  over  1  percent  of 
the  membership  of  more  than  a  million 
attends  services  on  Sundays. 

The  result  is  too  often  the  sad  spectacle 
of  a  1,000-seat,  19th-century  Gothic 
church  now  badly  in  need  of  repair  and 
attended  by  a  Sunday  congregation  of  50 
to  60,  most  of  them  old  persons  or  youth 
awaiting  confirmation. 

Typical  are  the  recent  problems  of  the 
90-year-old  Luther  church  in  the  Spandau 
section  of  West  Berlin.  The  church  is  in 
such  disrepair  that  it  has  not  been  used 
since  1972. 

The  congregation  had  an  architectural 
contest  three  years  ago  and  received 
three  excellent  plans  to  rebuild  the  huge 


edifice  —  seating  capacity  1,200  —  as  a 
multi-purpose  center.  But  when  bids 
were  sought,  the  congregation  experi¬ 
enced  a  rude  awakening. 

Construction  costs  too  much 

Even  if  the  parish  house  were  to  be  sold 
for  a  million  marks,  a  large  interest-free 
loan  were  obtained  from  the  citywide 
church  council  and  the  local  church  dis¬ 
trict  also  made  a  donation,  three-quar¬ 
ters  of  the  money  for  the  project  would 
still  be  needed. 

Lacking  the  money  even  to  mothball 
the  church  effectively  until  some  finan¬ 
cial  miracle  appeared  in  the  future,  the 
congregation  concluded  that  the  only  so¬ 
lution  was  to  tear  the  church  down. 

That  brought  an  outcry  from  residents 
in  the  neighborhood,  where  the  Luther 
church  was  part  of  the  daily  routine. 
Spandau  without  the  Luther  church 
seemed  to  them  impossible. 

The  issue  even  came  up  in  the  city 
council.  A  councilman  from  Spandau 
wanted  to  know  what  could  be  done  to 
prevent  the  demolition. 

“Since  the  roof  isn’t  in  bad  enough 
shape  to  endanger  the  neighborhood,  the 
only  possibility  would  be  to  declare  it  a 
historic  building,”  the  responsible  city 
official  remarked. 


The  local  opposition  persuaded  the  con¬ 
gregation  to  back  off.  It  then  asked  the 
building  department  in  the  central 
church  administration  to  review  the  sit¬ 
uation  and  make  suggestions.  That  is 
where  the  matter  now  rests. 

Churches  try  creativity 

A  few  congregations  have  found  crea¬ 
tive  ways  to  deal  with  the  building  needs. 

The  Church  of  St.  Peter  in  the  southern 
Lichterfelde  section  of  the  city  was  di¬ 
vided  inside  to  create  a  multi-purpose 
room  under  the  balcony  of  the  large  neo- 
Gothic  building.  Services  are  often  con¬ 
ducted  there  on  Sunday,  and  twice  a 
week  people  can  drop  in  for  a  chat  and  a 
cup  of  coffee  after  shopping  in  the  nearby 
open-air  market.  Art  works  are  exhibited 
in  the  main  sanctuary,  which  has  been 
equipped  with  lighting  that  is  the  envy  of 
many  proper  art  galleries. 

The  project  caught  the  imagination  of 
both  the  congregation  and  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  which  together  raised  funds  to 
make  the  renovation  possible. 

Another  congregation  in  Lichterfelde, 
Johann  Sebastian  Bach,  got  tired  of 
waiting  for  funds  from  the  central  church 
administration  to  build  a  church  building 
and  did  it  on  its  own.  But  such  local  initia¬ 
tive  is  not  customary 


Most  financing  comes  from  the  so- 
called  church  tax,  a  fixed  levy  based  on 
income  and  withheld  by  employers  like  a 
United  Fund  contribution.  It  is  for¬ 
warded  by  the  employers  through  the 
city  finance  office  to  the  church’s  central 
administration. 

In  the  past,  when  money  was  more 
available,  new  church  building  and 
maintenance  costs  were  financed  out  of 
this  ongoing  income.  An  excellent  staff  of 
building  experts  supervised  the  opera¬ 
tion. 

The  central  church  administration  has 
tried  to  help  with  an  imaginative  pro¬ 
gram  that  would  make  long-term  inter¬ 
est-free  loans  available  to  congregations 
that  reduce  their  property  holdings  sub¬ 
stantially.  The  scheme  calls  for  the  sav¬ 
ings  to  be  channeled  back  into  a  fund  to 
help  other  congregations. 

The  program  has  had  surprisingly  few 
takers.  One  reason  may  be  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  one  congregation  with  a  mon¬ 
strously  big  church  in  the  inner  city.  The 
congregation  had  a  creative  plan  to  con¬ 
vert  its  parish  house  into  apartments  and 
have  women’s  meetings  and  confirma¬ 
tion  education  in  rooms  created  in  the 
church.  But  the  plan  foundered  on  oppo¬ 
sition  from  conservatives  who  thought 
these  uses  would  desecrate  the  church. 


Dear  Deborah 


Changed  behavior  calls  for  treatment 


Dear  Deborah: 

My  husband  has  been  acting  very 
strange  lately.  He  is  70  years  old,  always 
has  been  in  excellent  health,  active,  fun 
to  be  with  in  social  situations,  but  he  is 
changing  now. 

He  will  suddenly  get  so  angry  he 
throws  things  at  me  and  around  the 
house.  He  won’t  discuss  anything  with 
me  but  just  gets  real  mad  at  almost  any¬ 
thing  I  say.  He  has  alienated  several  of 
our  best  friends  by  arguing  with  them. 
He  was  always  a  very  clean  man.  Now  he 
just  doesn’t  even  bathe.  He  acts  as 
though  he  hates  everybody,  even  our 
children.  I  can’t  believe  this  is  happen¬ 


ing,  and  I  don’t  know  where  to  turn  for 
help. 

Please  let  me  know  if  you  can  figure 
out  what  is  the  matter. 

N.L. 

Dear  N.L. : 

Personality  changes  do  come 
about  in  many  persons  during  the 
aging  process.  He  may  have  had  a 
small  stroke  or  some  other  health 
problem  of  which  you  are  not  aware. 
He  needs  medical  help  first,  then 
possibly  psychological  counseling. 
It  is  not  going  to  be  easy  to  get  him 
to  a  doctor.  You  may  need  the  help 


of  your  children  or  your  friends  to 
persuade  him  to  go  for  an  examina¬ 
tion. 

I  note  you  live  in  a  small  town  that 
is  fairly  near  a  large  medical  cen¬ 
ter.  Seek  out  a  specialist  in  geron¬ 
tology.  for  it  will  be  worth  the  effort. 
Also  speak  to  the  doctor  yourself  be¬ 
fore  the  appointment  since  it  is  most 
difficult,  even  for  an  expert  in  the 
field,  to  get  the  situation  in  focus  in  a 
short  visit  with  a  reluctant,  uncoop¬ 
erative  patient\ 

We  are  all  vulnerable  to  these 
changes  as  we  age.  Pray  diligently 


for  guidance  each  day  as  you  try  to 
live  in  a  harmonious  way  with  this 
man  who  is  so  difficult.  Seek  the 
comfort  and  solace  of  your  friends. 
Do  not  isolate  yourself  out  of  embar¬ 
rassment  for  your  husband's  behav¬ 
ior.  You  need  all  the  help  you  can 
get. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deborah 
for  answers  to  personal  problems  in  living 
the  Christian  faith  and  life  Make  the  let¬ 
ter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column  will  be 
selected  from  the  letters.  Write:  “Dear 
Deborah,”  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Tex 
75222. 


War  complicates  food  distribution 

A  young  Salvadoran  child  devours  food  provided  by  an  interchurch  food  1 
aid  program  established  in  El  Salvador.  Civil  strife  in  the  Central  American  , 
country  complicates  food  distribution.  keugioi/s  news  service  photo  I 

Book  review 


Testament  writers 
adapt  faith  to  locality  i 


THE  DYNAMIC  WORD  by  Karl  Paul 
Donfried.  Harper  and  Row.  Publishers. 

199  pages. 

By  C.  E.  PEEPLES 

If  you  have  not  had  a  good  college 
course  in  New  Testament  lately,  why  not 
read  The  Dynamic  Word  by  Karl  Paul 
Donfried?  He  makes  use  of  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  New  Testament  scholarship  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  50  years. 

“Dynamic  actualization,"  describe  his 
approach.  He  emphasizes  how  each  New 
Testament  writer  made  actual  the  core 
of  Christianity  by  adapting  it  to  the  needs 
of  his  community. 

When  churches  are  losing  members 
and  influence  in  our  civilization  and 
when  millions  of  our  people  do  not  think 
what  they  do  makes  any  difference,  peo¬ 


ple  could  wish  that  Mr  Donfried  would, 
write  another  volume  and  apply  “dy-' 
namic  actualization”  to  our  day.  How-, 
ever,  that  is  our  privilege. 

Karen  Homey,  who  was  Paul  Tillich's; 
mentor,  pointed  out  a  modern-day  need 
when  she  emphasized  how  excessive  an-; 
xiety  and  low  self-esteem  block  the 
growth  of  millions  in  our  world  today.: 
After  her  death,  Mr.  Tillich  wrote  that,, 
although  she  saw  the  dark  side  of  human 
nature,  she  always  saw  light  at  the  end  o£ 
the  tunnel.  “Dynamic  actualization”  ca£ 
point  us  toward  that  light  and  revitalize 
our  church. 

Dr.  Peeples  is  the  retired  president  of 
United  Methodist-related  Lon  Morris 
College  in  Jacksonville,  Texas.  • 


History  of  Hymns 

Quaker  poet’s  verse  shows 
eternal  trust  in  creator 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
/  know  not  what  the  future  hath 
Of  marvel  or  surprise. 

Assured  alone  that  life  and  death 
His  mercy  underlies. 

John  Greenleaf  Whittier,  the  distin¬ 
guished  American  poet,  wrote  a  poem  in 
1865  entitled  “Eternal  Goodness.”  The 
poem  begins: 

O  friends!  with  whom  my  feet  have 
trod 

The  quiet  aisles  of  prayer. 

In  those  two  lines  the  Quaker  poet 
points  to  the  reality  that  people  have 
many  different  ways  of  perceiving  and 
living  their  religious  faith.  But  the  poet 
had  difficulty  accepting  creedal  state¬ 
ments  that  cause  some  people  to  argue 
and  debate. 

To  Whittier  it  is  inconceivable  that  we 
should  impose  limitations  on  God’s 
power  or  God’s  love.  While  he  did  not  ful¬ 
ly  understand  the  greatness  of  God  and 
felt  unworthy  of  God’s  mercy,  he  ac¬ 
knowledged  his  trust  in  God  then  and  for 
eternity. 

Whittier  never  intended  these  lines  to 
be  sung  as  a  hymn.  In  their  meeting¬ 
houses,  Quakers  never  sing  hymns.  They 


wait  in  silence  for  the  Spirit  to  move  in 
their  midst. 

In  this  century  hymnal  editors  and 
committees  have  chosen  several  of  Whif- 
tier’s  original  22  stanzas  of  this  poem  as 
hymns,  usually  with  the  first  stanza  be¬ 
ginning  “I  know  not  what  the  future 
hath."  Perhaps  the  most  frequently 
quoted  stanza  of  this  poem  is : 

I  know  not  where  his  islands  lift 
Their  fronded  palms  in  air; 

I  only  know  I  cannot  drift  *« 

Beyond  his  love  and  care. 

Whittier  was  born  in  Massachusetts  of 
Quaker  parents.  His  interest  in  poetry 
was  first  kindled  by  reading  the  poems  of 
Robert  Burns.  In  1836,  at  age  29,  he  be¬ 
came  editor  of  the  “Pennsylvania  Free¬ 
man"  and  courageously  supported  the 
abolition  of  slavery.  For  that  he  suffered 
much  verbal  and  physical  abuse,  and  two 
years  later  his  office  was  burned. 

Other  hymns  taken  from  Whittier’s  po¬ 
etic  writings  are  “Dear  Lord  and  Father 
of  Mankind,”  "Immortal  Love,  Foreve^ 
Full"  and  “O  Brother  Man,  Fold  to  Th^ 
Heart  Thy  Brother." 

NEXT  WEEK  S  HYMN : 

“O  Beautiful  for  Spacious  Skies  "  J 


Lutheran  groups  urge  attention 


to  justice  issues 

From  The  Lutheran  Council 

NEW  YORK  —  More  than  a  dozen 
Lutheran  social  justice  groups  have 
formed  a  coalition  to  “push”  the  Com¬ 
mission  for  a  New  Lutheran  Church  to 
“take  justice  issues  seriously,"  a  spokes¬ 
woman  for  the  coalition  said. 

Meeting  in  Chicago  recently,  35  people 
formed  the  Working  Group  on  Justice 
Agendas  and  the  New  Lutheran  Church. 

While  the  groups  affirmed  the  work  of 
the  new-church  commission  on  justice  is¬ 
sues,  they  still  felt  “justice  issues  were 
not  at  the  center  of  the  church's  agenda,” 
said  Kim  Zalent  of  Cleveland. 

The  groups  also  hope  to  find  ways  to 
coordinate  their  own  work,  said  Zalent,  a 
layperson  of  the  Association  of  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Lutheran  Churches. 

The  Commission  is  the  70-member 
group  planning  the  merger  in  1988  of  the 
Evangelical  Association,  the  American 
Lutheran  Church  and  Lutheran  Church 
in  America. 

Zalent  said  the  planning  commission 
was  “quite  aware”  of  the  coalition  since 
four  commission  members  attended  the 
Chicago  meeting:  the  Rev  Dr.  Will  L. 


during  merger 

Herzfeld  of  Oakland,  Calif.,  pastor  and 
bishop-designate  of  the  Evangelical  As* 
sociation,  Elwyn  Ewald  of  St.  Louis,  as* 
sociation  executive  secretary;  Argyll 
Skolas  of  Westby,  Wis.,  an  AL(J 
layperson;  and  the  Rev.  Lydia  E.  R? 
Kalb,  Chicago.  LCA. 

Organizations  represented  in  the  new 
coalition  include:  Lutheran  Peace  Fel* 
Iowship;  Lutherans  Concerned  (a  gay 
rights  group);  Lutheran  Student  Move* 
ment;  National  Indian  Lutheran  Board j 
Lutheran  Human  Relations  Association 
of  America ;  Association  of  Black  Luther* 
ans;  and  members  of  the  inter-Lutheran 
Transcultural  Task  Force. 

The  coalition  is  currently  formulating 
position  statements  on  justice  issues  that 
will  be  finished  by  a  steering  committee 
meeting  June  20  and  sent  to  the  new* 
church  commission. 

The  Chicago  meeting  was  called  by  the 
late  Rev.  James  Mayer,  coordinator  erf 
Partners  in  Mission,  the  mission  arm  of 
the  Evangelical  Association.  Mayef 
worked  to  bring  the  groups  together  as  a 
final  action  before  his  death  Iasi  Marcfj. 
Zalent  said 
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Methodist  Children’s  Home  News 


Summer  Brings 
Plenty  to  Do 

“What  are  your  kids  doing  this 
summer?”  This  question  is  asked  MCH 
personnel  every  year  about  this  time.  We 
usually  answer  that  our  children  are 
doing  about  the  same  things  that  most 
young  people  do.  The  only  difference  is 
that  ours  are  doing  a  lot  more,  and  doing 
it  a  lot  more  often. 

Jobs?  Yes,  some  of  our  youth  hold 
summer  jobs.  These  may  range  from 
work  at  local  businesses  such  as  fast  food 
restaurants  to  work  done  for  individuals 
such  as  yard  work  and  babysitting. 
Those  who  work  are  usually  the  older  and 
more  mature  youth  who  do  not  have  to 
spend  most  of  their  day  in  summer 
school. 

Summer  School?  Yes  indeed.  Some  of 
our  boys  and  girls  have  catching  up  to  do 
this  summer.  We  want  all  of  them  to  be 
as  near  their  age  level  placement  as 
possible.  Summer  school  is  offered 
through  the  local  public  schools.  In 
addition,  some  children  will  be  getting 
extra  academic  attention  from  MCH 
staff.  Then  there  are  some  youth  who  are 
enrolled  in  special  educational  programs 
such  as  driver’s  education  and 
vocational  school. 

What  about  the  others?  Those 
youngsters  not  involved  in  summer 
school  or  full  time  jobs  are  finding  a 
variety  of  activities  to  keep  themselves 
occupied.  Recreational  opportunities 
include  basketball,  tennis,  bowling, 
skating,  gymnastics,  dance,  and 
swimming.  The  arts  and  crafts  program 
has  been  expanded  to  include  cooking, 
woodworking,  and  camping  skills.  The 
traditional  crafts  of  ceramics, 
leatherworking,  and  woodburning  are 
still  available. 

Special  learning  experiences  are 
offered  throughout  the  summer. 
Interested  youth  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  take  a  “mini  course”  in 
horse  grooming  and  riding,  or  a  week 
long  course  in  fishing.  The  girls  will  once 
again  participate  in  a  workshop 
sponsored  by  the  Ruston  Junior 
Auxiliary.  The  workshop  offers  tips  on 
make-up  fashion,  exercise,  nutrition  and 
social  skills. 

Field  trips  are  planned  to  the  Tech 
Farm,  a  paper  mill,  a  glass  plant. 
Poverty  Point  Indian  Mounds,  and  a  wild 
life  park.  In  addition  there  will  be  outings 
to  the  lake  and  to  amusement  centers. 
There  should  be  something  for  everyone. 

Perhaps  after  reading  this  article  you 
can  understand  why  it  isn’t  easy  to  give  a 
quick  answer  to  the  question  concerning 
what  our  children  do  with  their  summer 
hours. If  you  still  have  questions  you  are 
welcome  to  stop  in  at  anytime  and  let  us 
find  a  way  to  keep  you  busy,  too! 


MCH  to  Host 
Workshop 

United  Methodist  child  care 
administrators  from  throughout  the 
United  States  will  converge  on  Lafayette 
June  24-25.  They  will  be  attending  the 
annual  summer  workshop  sponsored  by 
the  Children,  Youth  and  Family  Section 
of  the  United  Methodist  Association  of 
Health  &  Welfare  Ministries. 

MCH  Executive  Director,  Terrel 
DeVille,  has  expressed  his  satisfaction 
that  his  fellow  administrators  chose 
Louisiana  as  the  workshop  site  and  MCH 
as  the  host  agency.  “I  am  pleased  they 
are  coming  to  Louisiana  to  let  us  show 
them  a  good  time,  as  well  as  to  allow  us 
to  conduct  the  workshop,"  he  said. 
DeVille  stated  that  although  the 
association  held  its  general  convention  in 
New  Orleans  several  years  ago,  the  child 
care  administrators’  workshop  has  never 
been  held  in  Louisiana.  “I  think  the 
World’s  Fair  in  New  Orleans  might  have 
had  a  little  something  to  do  with  their 
decision  to  come  this  far  south,”  DeVille 
said  jokingly. 

The  workshop  is  planned  as  a  learning 
experience  for  the  administrators  while 
providing  rest  and  relaxation  for  them 
and  their  families.  The  MCH  staff 
responsible  for  planning  the  event  have 
scheduled  time  for  the  visitors  to  get  a 
firsthand  glimpse  of  Acadiana  and  taste 
of  real  Cajun  cooking.  A  tour  of  Avery 
Island,  New  Iberia,  and  St.  Martinville 
should  be  one  of  the  highlights  of  the 
workshop. 

DeVille  said  that  this  year’s  program 
will  focus  on  management  skills  as  well 
as  opportunities  for  personal  growth. 
Speakers  include  Dr.  Paul  Ware,  a 
prominent  Shreveport  psychiatrist  and 
neurologist;  R.  Louis  Batz,  a 
management  consultant  with  LSU:  and 
Doug  Williams,  MCH  development 
director  and  chaplain. 

Dr.  Ware  will  speak  concerning  a 
“holistic  approach  to  wellness”  and  how 
to  apply  it  in  daily  living.  Batz  will  talk 
on  effective  time  management,  as  well 
as  dealing  with  job  conflicts.  Williams 
will  make  a  presentation  of  the  Bi/Polar 
approach  to  staff  training. 

In  addition  to  the  main  speakers, 
various  ministers  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  will  bring  daily  devotional 
talks.  These  include  Rev.  Moses 
Jackson,  Superintendent  of  the  Baton 
Rouge-Lafayette  District;  Reverend  Dan 
Tohline  of  First  Church  Lafayette;  Rev. 
Conrad  Edwards,  Administrator  of 
Methodist  Home  in  New  Orleans;  and 
Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade,  Church  of  the 
Covenant  in  Lafayette. 


Thank  You  BSU 


We  cannot  let  another  school  year  go 
by  without  saying  “thanks”  to  some  very 
special  friends.  For  the  fourth  year  in  a 
row,  students  from  the  Louisiana  Tech 
Baptist  Student  Union  have  served  as 
Saturday  afternoon  recreation  leaders  at 
MCH.  And  as  always,  their  services 
have  been  invaluable. 

The  dreary  Saturday  afternoons  of 
January  and  February  have  been  made 
much  more  bearable  by  BSU  volunteers 
who  organized  games  of  basketball  and 


volleyball  in  the  gym.  Even  the  pleasant 
and  sunny  afternoons  have  been  made 
more  enjoyable  by  the  presence  of  our 
college  age  friends  to  engage  us  in  games 
of  football  and  softball.  The  special 
activities  such  as  concerts  and  drama 
have  proven  most  enjoyable. 

On  behalf  of  the  children  and  staff  of 
MCH,  we  express  our  appreciation  to  the 
BSU  volunteers  under  the  leadership  of 
Jaime  Knight  for  the  many  hours  given 
to  us.  Most  of  all,  we  are  grateful  for 
their  friendship. 


Christine  (left)  and  Vicki  (right)  stand  with  Mrs.  Evelyn  Wilburn,  Guidance  and 
Vocational  Services  Director. 


MCH  Graduates  Three 


Methodist  Children’s  Home  had  three 
members  of  the  Class  of  ’84.  Two  were 
graduates  of  Ruston  High  School  while 
one  was  a  member  of  the  graduating 
class  of  Byrd  High  School  in  Shreveport. 

Christina  Pettit  and  Vicki  Kirkendall 
graduated  from  Ruston  High  School  in 
formal  exercises  held  May  15th.  Both 
young  ladies  were  honored  by  MCH  with 
a  reception  in  Holt  Activities  Center  on 
May  3rd.  The  reception  was  hosted  by 
their  houseparents,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Steve 
Stephen,  along  with  their  social  worker, 
Mrs.  Jo  Malley  and  activities  director, 
Cherly  Ensley. 

At  their  reception.  Vicki  and  Christina 
received  gifts  from  their  many  MCH 


friends  including  fellow  residents  as  well 
as  staff.  Many  of  the  gifts  will  be  useful  to 
them  in  their  college  career  which  begins 
during  the  summer  session  at  Louisiana 
Tech.  Both  girls  will  be  living  in  Harper 
Hall  on  the  Tech  campus. 

Katrina  O’Neill,  a  resident  of  the  MCH 
Shreveport  foster  family  was  a  1984 
graduate  of  Byrd  High  School.  Katrina 
graduated  5th  in  her  class.  She  plans  to 
continue  her  education  at  LSU  S  in 
Shreveport. 

Our  congratulations  and  best  wishes  go 
to  all  three  young  ladies.  We  are  proud  of 
each  one  of  them,  and  we  know  that  they 
will  each  do  well  in  whatever  endeavors 
they  choose  to  engage. 


First  row,  left:  Hazel  gets  the  “big  award”  from  Mr.  DeVille. 

First  row  right:  Citizenship  Award  Nominees 

Second  row  left:  Sandra  got  an  academic  excellence  award. 

Second  row  center:  So  did  Sharon 

Second  row  right:  and  Deborah  and  Krista 

Third  row  left:  The  students  all  had  3.0  average  or  above. 

Third  row  right:  Deanna  gets  her  basketball  trophy. 

Fourth  row  left:  Peter  didn't  miss  a  single  day  of  school. 
Fourth  row  center:  “Smile  for  us,  Jean-Paul.” 

Fourth  row  right:  “Gee.  I  knew  I  was  the  best  all  along!" 


1984  Awards  Banquet 


Children  and  staff  gathered  in 
Holt  Activities  Center  on  Thursday 
evening  May  10  for  what  has  become 
an  annual  tradition  at  the  agency. 
They  were  there  to  attend  the 
Awards  Banquet  which  is  held  near 
the  end  of  each  academic  year. 
Children  and  youth  were  recognized 
for  various  achievements  during  the 
past  twelve  months.  The 
accomplishments  of  each  child  were 
read  aloud  as  well  as  trophies  being 
given  in  athletic,  academic,  and 
citizenship  fields. 


The  year’s  top  award,  the 
Citizenship  Trophy,  went  to  Hazel 
Cunningham  for  the  best  progress 
made  in  all  phases  of  the  MCH 
program.  Hazel,  who  will  be  a  senior 
at  Ruston  High  School  this  coming 
year  is  a  resident  of  Harman  House. 

Once  again  everyone  present 
enjoyed  the  gumbo  which  was 
donated  by  the  Men's  Club  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe. 
The  dessert  which  was  equally 
appreciated  was  prepared  by  the 
MCH  Auxiliary. 
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Gumbo  and  Chocolate  Cake 


Gumbo,  chocolate  cake,  and  iced  tea  in  fruit  jars  made  everyone  happy. 

From  the  Executive  Director:  | 

Terrel  J.  DeVille  I 

■:  £ 

>j  This  is  an  exciting  time  for  me,  and  there  are  several  reasons  why  I  i 
f|  am  excited.  First  of  all,  this  is  a  busy  and  yet  rewarding  time  of  the  •; 
i:  year.  Perhaps  next  to  December,  May  is  one  of  the  most  hectic  :• 
j  months.  There  is  the  usual  round  of  events  associated  with  the  ending  :• 
>:  of  the  school  year.  At  MCH,  this  flurry  of  activity  is  increased  several  •: 
:•  fold  due  to  the  size  of  our  family.  •: 

-■  We  recently  held  our  annual  awards  banquet.  Once  again  it  was  •: 
•:  rewarding  to  see  so  many  of  our  youth  receive  recognition  for  their 
;5  various  achievements.  We  had  youth  who  made  the  school  honor  roll  | 
§  and  others  who  improved  their  grades  greatly  over  the  previous  year  s  £ 
£  performance.  We  had  young  people  recognized  for  their  participation  ■: 
:•  in  all  kinds  of  school  activities  from  science  fairs  and  academic  rallies  ■; 
i  to  extra  curricular  activities  such  as  pep  squad,  band,  4-H  Clubs  and 
\  others.  j- 

We  had  three  youth  to  graduate  from  high  school  this  year.  All  three  j: 
:•  had  above  average  grades  and  plan  to  continue  their  studies  at  i: 
j  Louisiana  Tech.  j: 

•:  This  summer  promises  to  be  a  rewarding  one.  We  have  a  full  i 

schedule  of  activities  and  special  events  planned  for  our  children.  :• 
i  There  will  be  certain  festivities  like  the  July  4th  celebration  which  i 
£  gives  children  and  staff  the  opportunity  to  join  in  fun  and  games  •: 
|  together.  And  then  there  will  be  an  occasional  day  at  the  lake  or  at  the  •: 
S  amusement  park.  I; 

j;  Another  reason  for  my  excitement  is  the  workshop  our  agency  will 
£  be  hosting  in  Lafayette  this  June.  Administrators  from  United  Meth-  i 
|  odist  child  care  facilities  throughout  the  country  will  be  attending  this  £ 

•:  annual  event.  I  am  pleased  that  MCH  is  able  to  play  host  to  these  ij 
5  people  and  show  them  our  Louisiana  hospitality  as  well  as  plan  a  :• 

;•  program  that  should  be  useful  to  all  those  in  attendance.  j: 

I  hope  that  you  can  share  in  my  sense  of  excitement.  For  after  all,  it  J 
j:  is  your  support  that  makes  it  all  possible.  I  trust  that  this  time  of  year  ii 
•:  will  be  as  rewarding  for  you  as  it  is  for  all  of  us  at  MCH.  Thank  you  for  j-: 
i  your  friendship. 
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‘The  Meaning  and  Means  of  Ministry’ 


July  1,  is  DWI  Concerns  Sunday 


Theme  for  Pastor’s  School,  1984 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Pastors  School,  August  6-9,  at  Centenary 
College  will  focus  on  "The  Meaning  and 
Means  of  Ministry  Today."  Dr.  Charles 
B.  Simmons,  Dean  of  this  year’s  School, 
says  it  will  feature  an  outstanding 
faculty,  a  wide  variety  of  learning 
opportunities,  and  continue  the  revised 
schedule  that  allows  for  more  relaxation 
and  recreation  among  participants. 

Heading  the  academic  faculty  for  the 
School  will  be  two  KEYNOTE 
LECTURERS: 

DR  MANFRED  HOFFMANN,  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Historical  Theology,  Cand¬ 
ler  School  of  Theology,  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity,  will  provide  the  biblical  and 
historical  foundations  for  our  look  at  the 
profession  and  practise  of  ministry 
today.  In  his  uniquely  dynamic  and 
scholarly  fashion.  Dr.  Hoffmann  will 
present  a  series  of  lectures  entitled, 
"Servants  of  God:  Professional  Ministry 
'in  Perspective.” 

DR.  JOAN  CATHEY,  Pastor  of  Long¬ 
view  Community  Church,  Longview, 
Washington,  will  focus  on  the  personal 
identity  and  spiritual  development  of 
pastors.  An  effective  and  enjoyable 
communicator,  Rev.  Cathey  is  an  or¬ 
dained  Presbyterian  minister  who 
has  served  on  the  faculties  of  San 
Francisco  Theological  School  &  Fuller 
University. 

To  complement  the  content  of  the 
Keynote  Lectures,  there  will  also  be  two 
kinds  of  small-group  learning  experi¬ 
ences  available: 

1)  Each  participant  may  enroll  in  one 
of  five  PROFESSIONAL  SEMINARS 
that  will  be  offered  to  help  pastors 
minister  more  effectively.  The  seminars 
will  meet  for  three  one-hour  sessions  and 
supplement  the  lectures  through  a  more 
practical  orientation  The  seminar 
subjects  and  leaders  will  be:  Equipping 
the  Saints  —  Dr.  Ron  Sunderland; 
Focusing  the  Issues  —  Rev.  Phil 
Woodland;  Celebrating  the  Faith  —  Rev. 


Dr.  Jane  Cathey 


Dr.  Manfred  Hoffman 


Jim  Newton;  Disciplining  the  Spirit  — 
Rev.  Joan  Cathey;  and  Proclaiming  the 
Word  —  Dr.  Ernest  Smith. 

2)  Each  participant  may  also  choose  to 
attend  one  of  six  PRACTICAL 
WORKSHOPS  that  will  meet  for  one  two- 
hour  session  during  the  week.  Here  the 
focus  will  be  on  skill-development,  and  it 
should  enable  every  participant  to  take 
home  something  professionally  helpful. 
Workshop  leaders  and  topics  are: 
Preaching  to  be  Heard  —  Dr.  Earnest 
Smith;  Computerizing  the  Church  —  Dr. 
Ray  Branton;  Enabling  the  Laity  —  Dr. 
Ron  Sunderland;  Programming  with 
Video  —  Rev.  Carl  Roads;  Celebration 
Lab  —  Jim  Newton;  and  Managing  the 
Minister’s  Money  —  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway. 

In  addition  to  the  formal  learning 
activities,  each  day  of  Pastors  School 
will  begin  with  WORSHIP  under  the 
leadership  of  Rev.  John  Williams.  Dr. 
Woodrow  Hearn  and  others  will  provide 
outstanding  preaching  and  special  music 
will  be  led  by  the  talented  Jim  Newton  of 
Celebration  Shop.  Also,  to  provide  for  fun 
and  fellowship,  there  will  be  more  free 
time  than  ever  before,  plus  an  entire 
afternoon  devoted  to  some  friendly 
competition  —  Pastors  School  Golf  Open, 
Tennis  Tourney,  and  "42."  A  Special 
Dinner  honoring  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Paul  B. 
Galloway  will  take  place  on  Wednesday, 
August  8th,  at  Noel  UMC,  as  a  part  of  the 
festivities,  too. 

Pastors  School  is  sponsored  by  the 
Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
as  a  Continuing  Education  event  and  will 
provide  20  hours  of  participation  for  a 
possible  credit  of  two  C.E.U.’s. 
Registration  for  the  school  will  be  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  John  Braden.  A 
brochure  containing  further  details 
concerning  costs,  meals,  and  housing 
will  be  included  in  the  July  COVERAGE 
—  but  plan  now  to  attend ! ! 


New  Deacons  and  Elders 

.  <V;‘* 

New  elders  ordained  at  Annual  Conference  are  shown  in  the  top  photo,  left  to  right: 
Patterson  Culligan,  Tom  Howe,  Barbara  Smith  Duke,  Julius  Jefferson,  Pearl  Evans, 
Max  Benge  and  Wayne  Taylor.  Deacons  shown  at  the  bottom  are,  left  to  right:  Mollie 
Clements,  Kathryn  Johnson  Dauphin,  Melissa  Louise  Draper,  Cabe  M.  McLemore, 
Steven  J.  Porter,  Richard  Harold  Humphries,  Steven  Randall  Kelly,  L.  Jayne 
Trammcll-Kelly,  Martha  Marie  Orphe. 


Of  Special  Interest  on  the  Inside  Pages 


Readers  react  to  1984 

General  Conference . Page  2 

Baptist  TV  beams 

UM  programs . Page  3 


Oral  Roberts'  ministry 


emperiled  by  City  of 

Faith  hospital  deficits . Page  4 

Editorial:  Don't  put 
cherished  doctrines 

above  unity  in  Christ . Page  2 


The  General  Conference  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  reminds  us  "That 
alcohol  in  Western  society  is  killing 
people  faster  than  the  deadliest  wars  of 
all  history." 

President  Reagan  has  said,  "Drunk 
driving  is  a  national  menace,  a  national 
tragedy,  and  a  national  disgrace  .  .  . 
Drunk  driving  isn’t  a  bad  habit  to  be 
excused.  It’s  a  crime  and  should  be 
stopped." 

Every  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Louisiana  was  urged  by  our  Annual 
Conference  to  observe  "DWI  Concerns 
Sunday"  (Driving  While  Intoxicated)  on 
July  1,  1984.  The  July  4,  Independence 
Day  celebration  has  historically  included 
a  heavy  highway  death  toll  —  over  50%  of 
the  fatalities  being  attributed  to  drunk 
driving.  Christian  love  compels  us  to 
remind  ourselves  and  our  neighbors  of 
the  consequences  —  personal,  spiritual, 
and  legal  —  of  drunk  driving.  Find  a  way 
to  share  some  of  thesp  facts  with  your 


congregation,  your  friends  and  family, 
on  DWI  Concerns  Sunday: 

•About  26,000  citizens  are  killed  in 
drunk  driving  incidents  yearly  —  nearly 
70  killed  every  day  —  over  250,000  since 
1974 

•750,000  Americans  will  be  involved  in 
an  alcohol-related  auto  crash  in  his  or 
her  lifetime. 

•For  Americans  up  to  age  35,  the  *1 
cause  of  death  is  motor  vehicle  incidents, 
and  more  than  half  of  highway  deaths 
are  caused  by  drunk  drivers  —  drunk 
driving  is  responsible  for  the  most 
common  form  of  violent  death  in  the  U.S. 

•Drunk  driving  is  the  nation’s  #1 
highway  safety  problem. 

In  the  name  of  Christ,  let’s  work 
together  to  stop  the  senseless  slaughter 
on  our  nation’s  highways. 

Tim  Lawson 

Vice-Chairperson,  Board  of 

Church  and  Society 


Jackie  Torrence  (above  left)  has  appeared  in  concert  in  nearly  every  major 
gathering  of  storytellers.  Her  repertoire  of  Jack  Tales,  ghost  stories,  tales  of  Br’er 
Rabbit,  and  stories  from  Black  culture  will  be  part  of  the  Clown/Mime  Workshop  at 
LSU.  Rev.  Donald  Davis  (above  right)  is  a  United  Methodist  minister  from  Charlotte, 
North  Carolina,  who  will  teach  the  art  of  storytelling  and  present  his  own  whimsical 
stories  at  the  Workshop. 


Uickets  Tor  Che  "Buffet  Breakfast 
at  Jurisdictional  Conference 

C7hursday,July  19,  1984  at  7:00  a. m. 

May  be  obtained  from:  Walter  and  Helen  'Brock 

3774  Ridgetop 
Baton  Rouge.  La.  70806 
Ph.  504-293-42% 

The  Lubbock  Hilton  Inn,  Lubbock,  Texas  $9.00  per  person 


Clowns,  Mimes,  Storytellers  Set 
for  LSU  Workshop  and  Festival 


Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  will  host  the 
seventh  annual  National  Clown,  Mime, 
Puppet  and  Dance  Ministry  Workshop 
and  the  4th  Workshop  on  Storytelling  and 
the  Religious  Message,  July  15-21,  1984 
This  is  the  first  time  these  two  events 
have  been  held  in  the  same  location  at 
the  same  time  and  over  800  persons  are 
expected  to  attend. 

Ecumenical  in  nature,  the  twin  events 
will  feature  well  over  a  hundred  different 
workshops  with  18-25  different  options 
during  any  of  the  three-time-daily 
workshop  periods.  Titles  include  such 
staples  as  "An  Introduction  to  Story¬ 
telling  Technique”  and  "Introduction  to 
Clown  Ministry”  to  such  things  as 
"Juggling,”  "Balloon  Sculpture," 
"Puppet  Production,"  "Ventriloquism." 
“Storytelling  and  Children’s  Sermons," 
“Choreography  of  Sacred  Works,"  and 
“Humor  and  Religion.” 

Though  the  two  events  are  separate 
there  is  some  exchange  of  participants 
allowed  between  the  two  and  there  is  a 
schedule  of  performances  that  will  be 
open  to  the  general  public.  Nearly  one- 
third  of  the  staff  persons  not  only  will 
teach  but  will  perform  in  concert  during 
the  six  day  festival.  Included  among  the 
performers  are  Jay  O’Callahan  who  was 
featured  as  a  storyteller  on  National 
Public  Radio;  famed  clown  and 
Lutheran  minister,  Floyd  Shaffer, 
founder  of  the  Faith  and  Fantasy  Clown 


Ministry  Group;  former  Executive  of  the 
International  Mimes  and  Pantomimists, 
Reid  Gilber;  ex-Ringling  clown,  A1 
Alter;  performing  mime,  Ronlin 
Foreman,  in  his  one  person  show  "A 
Happy  Fellow";  choreographers,  solo 
dancers,  and  authors,  Carla  DeSola  and 
Carolyn  Deitering;  theologian,  writer 
and  storyteller,  Megan  McKenna; 
master  storyteller  and  recording  star 
Jackie  Torrence;  humorist  Ed 
Stivender;  storyteller,  writer,  and 
educator  Robert  Bela  Wilhelm;  and 
many  many  more. 

Though  the  events  are  centered  on  the 
large  L.S.U.  campus,  there  are 
numerous  times  when  groups  will  leave 
campus  on  field  trips  —  to  visit  as  clowns 
in  nursing  homes  to  perform  and  learn  at 
the  National  Hansen’s  Disease  Center  in 
Carrville,  Louisiana,  to  perform  as  street 
clowns  in  parks  and  shopping  centers; 
and  to  spread  joy  in  hospitals.  The  final 
evening  will  include  a  callipthumpian 
parade  through  part  of  Baton  Rouge  with 
all  the  clowns  dressed  in  costume  —  and 
jugglers,  puppeteers,  dancers,  and 
mimes  all  performing  for  the  delight  of 
bystanders.  This  is  the  workshop’s  big 
thank  you  to  the  people  of  Baton  Rouge. 

For  further  information  contact  Clown, 
Mime,  Puppet  and  Dance  Ministry,  Box 
24023,  Nashville,  TN  37202  (  615-385-1398) 
OR  Workshop  Director,  423  LSU  Avenue, 
Baton  Rouge.  LA  70808  (504-766-9604). 


The  Sunday  School  Lessons  are  off  the 
air  for  the  Summer.  We  hope  to  put  them 
back  on,  with  more  being  used  on  cable 
systems  in  September  for  the  Fall 
Quarter.  However,  this  depends  on 
funding  from  the  Conference  Boards  and 
Agencies  and  the  local  churches.  At 
present,  we  are  out  of  funds  for  the 
series. 

The  Lectionary  Series  is  off  and  will 
return  with  the  beginning  of  Advent.  We 
have  been  funded  for  the  coming  church 
year  to  the  amount  of  $35,000,  according 
to  Bishop  Jude  Speyrer,  Chair  of  the  LIC 
TV  Committee.  A  new  pattern  of 
distribution  will  be  available  for  the 
programs,  details  of  which  will  shortly 
be  forthcoming. 


TV 


Satellite 


Update 

The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Magazine  will  be  telecast  on  July  3,  at 
7:30  p.m.  on  Westar  IV.  Channel  11.  This 
will  serve  as  the  program  for  June  and 
July  and  will  include  portions  of  the 
Memorial  Service,  Ordination  Service 
and  the  Bicentennial  Production 
"Strangely  Warmed.”  The  program  will 
also  be  seen  on  the  Shreveport  Cable 
System,  and  for  others  that  may  desire  a 
copy  of  the  tape. 

The  August  TV  Magazine  will  feature 
Dr.  Tom  Matheny,  president  of  the 
Judicial  Council  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  hopefully  an  interview  with 
our  new  bishop. 


National  UM  TV  Programming 


Sunday  6-7  p.m.  CST  -Satcom  3-R  Transponder  18 


JOURNEYS  —  Into  The  Bible 
7-7:30  p.m. 

JOURNEYS —  In  Christian  Growth 

7:30-8  p.m. 

Amos 

True  &  False  Prophecy  Series 

Dr.  James  A.  Sanders 

July  1 

Keys  to  Keeping  A  Good  Thing 
Going 

Care  &  Maintenance  of  a  Good 
Marriage 

Dr.  O.  Dean  Martin 

Hosea 

True  &  False  Prophecy 

Series  —  Sanders 

July  8 

Agape  Love 

Love  &  Marriage  Series  — 

Dr.  Edward  Bauman 

Micah  &  Isaiah 

True  &  False  Prophecy 

Series  —  Sanders 

July  15 

I’d  Rather  Be  Single 

Love  &  Marriage  Series  —  Bauman 

Jeremiah 

True  &  False  Prophecy 

Series  —  Sanders 

July  22 

Two  Shall  Become  One 

Love  &  Marriage  Series  —  Bauman 

Ezekiel  &  Another  Isaiah 

True  &  False  Prophecy 

Series  —  Sanders 

July  29 

Agape  In  Marriage 

Love  &  Marriage  Series— Bauman 

Jesus 

True  &  False  Prophecy 

Series  —  Sanders 

Aug  5 

Is  It  Lawful  to  Divorce 

Love  &  Marriage  Series  —  Bauman 

Luke’s  Way  of  Reading 

His  Scriptures 

Luke,  The  Theological 

Historian  Series 

Dr.  James  A.  Sanders 

Aug  12 

Human  Sexuality 

Love  &  Marriage  Series  —  Bauman 

Eyewitnesses  &  Servants 
of  the  Word 

Luke,  The  Theological 

Historian  Series 

Aug  19 

This  Adulterous  Generation 

Love  &  Marriage  Series  —  Bauman 

Jesus’  Way  of  Teaching 

Luke,  The  Theological 

Historian  Series 

Aug  26 

Living  Together  Unmarried 

Love  &  Marriage  Series  —  Bauman 

International  Lesson  Series 


Sowing  Seeds  of  Destruction 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Pastor 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 
I  Kings  9: 1-7, 11:9-12 

In  almost  every  supermarket  one  can 
find  “gossip  sheets”  which  "tell  all” 
concerning  the  seamier  side  of  the  lives 
of  people.  Naturally,  these  people  are 
persons  of  prominence,  usually 
entertainers,  politicians  or  such.  Even  as 
we  denounce  this  kind  of  publication  as 
“trash,”  most  of  us  cast  side-glances  at 
the  displays  to  see  who  is  being  vilified 
this  week. 

Does  the  story  seem  more  exciting  or 
easier  reading  in  the  Old  Testament 
accounts  of  David  and  Bathsheba  than  in 
the  more  routine  parts  of  David’s  reign? 
Does  our  interest  quicken  when  we  read 
how  David  arranges  for  the  death  of 
Uriah  (Bathsheba’s  husband)?  On  the 
face  of  it,  it  seems  that  human  interest 
always  picks  up  when  something 
questionable,  immoral  or  evil  is 
"exposed.”  So,  are  the  gossip  sheets  of 
today  any  different  from  these  scriptural 
revelations  of  the  sins  or  shortcomings  of 
our  religious  forebears? 

The  answer  to  this  question  is,  of 
course,  "YES!!  Whereas  the  gossip 
sheets  deal  in  smut  and  scandal  to  sell 
papers  —  and  only  to  sell  more  and  more 
papers,  the  Bible  gives  us  the  stories  of 
man’s  failures  only  to  point  out  tragic 
results  which  come  to  one  who  turns 
away  from  the  Lord  God. 

David  sinned  and  had  to  pay  for  his  sin. 
But,  generally,  his  reign  was  a  time  of 
building  a  kingdom  which  would  be  ruled 
by  God.  Solomon  succeeded  David  and 
ruled  in  a  time  of  peace  and  prosperity. 
However,  there  was  growing  unrest  and 
a  threat  of  division  among  the  peoples. 
Seeds  of  destruction  were  being  sown. 

In  our  first  scripture  lesson  for  today 
we  find  that  the  Temple  has  finally  been 
built  (David  had  been  denied  the 
privilege  of  building  this  temple  but 
Solomon  had  been  given  this  privilege) 
and  has  been  dedicated  to  God.  Now  God 
responds  to  the  event.  Instead  of 
following  the  customary  practice  of 


speaking  to  kings  through  prophets,  God 
speaks  directly  to  Solomon.  God 
promises  Solomon  that  He  will  be  there 
forever  —  "my  eyes  and  my  heart  will  be 
there  for  all  time."  However,  God  says,  it 
Solomon  ever  strays  from  the  straight 
and  narrow  path,  “if  you  turn  aside  from 
following  me  ...  I  will  cut  off  Israel  .  .  . 
and  Israel  will  become  a  proverb  and  a 
byword  among  all  peoples."  In  other 
words,  God  told  Solomon  to  keep  his  act 
clean  and  obedient. 

In  the  second  lesson,  the  Lord  God  is 
very  angry  with  Solomon  because 
Solomon  had  become  autocratic,  high¬ 
handed  and  self-centered  in  his  dealings 
with  the  people.  God  reminds  Solomon  of 
his  forgetting  his  part  of  the  covenant 
and  tells  him  that  the  kingdom  will  now 
be  dissolved,  not  in  Solomon’s  lifetime 
(out  of  respect  for  David)  but  in  his 
children’s  reigns.  This  probably  seemed 
unlikely  to  Solomon  for  things  were  going 
well  with  the  kingdom.  Times  were 
prosperous.  The  nation  was  strong. 
Nevertheless,  Solomon  had  seen  fit  to 
accept  the  concept  of  other  gods  in 
Israel.  He  had  become  idolatrous.  As  a 
good  and  godly  king  had  brought 
blessings  to  Israel,  now  a  sinful  and 
idolatrous  king  had  brought  judgement 
and  impending  disaster  upon  the  people. 

Solomon  had  a  great  kingdom  but  in 
three  areas  he  led  to  its  downfall.  First, 
he  overtaxed  the  people  and  pressed 
them  into  slave-type  labor  groups. 
Second,  he  married  seven  hundred  wives 
(and  had  three  hundred  concubines), 
many  marriages  arranged  to  solidify 
international  alliances,  all  of  which  put  a 
very  heavy  burden  upon  the  people.  And, 
third,  he  allowed,  condoned  and  even 
accepted  idolatrous  practices  imported 
from  other  countries,  thereby 
contaminating  the  religious  life  of  Israel. 

The  story  of  Solomon  tells  us  that  we 
reap  what  we  sow.  When  we  aspire  to  be 
bigger  and  more  important  than  we  are 
called  to  be,  we  are  always  cut  down  to 
size.  For  our  sins  are  always  found  out  ( if 
only  to  God)  and  we  are  held  accountable 
for  them.  Let  us  take  heed  and  be  more 
obedient  children  of  the  Lord  our  God. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Paul  V.  Galloway,  Bishop  Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 

Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Linda  Crum, 

Council  Director  Editorial  Assistant 

•  *  • 
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Cherished  doctrines  should  not  be 
placed  above  our  unity  in  Christ 
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JUNE  29,  1984 


Readers  react  to  1 984  General  Conference 

Actions  on  military  draft,  homosexuality  draw  largest  response 


Two  recent  events,  though  seemingly 
unrelated,  provide  sobering  reminders  of 
how  difficult  the  search  for  unity  is 
among  Christians.  We  are  referring  to 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  earlier  this  month  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Missouri,  and  the  concurrent 
visit  of  Pope  John  Paul  II  to  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  headquarters 
several  thousand  miles  away  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

At  the  Southern  Baptists'  annual  meet¬ 
ing,  persons  espousing  a  narrow  theology 
built  around  the  doctrine  of  “biblical  in¬ 
errancy”  strengthened  their  grip  on  that 
denomination’s  national  structures.  The 
fundamentalist  group  holds  that  the  lit¬ 
mus  test  of  a  person’s  loyalty  to  the 
church  is  a  completely  literal  acceptance 
of  Scripture.  Their  method  includes  pos¬ 
ing  accusing  questions  to  persons  holding 
more  moderate  views.  The  implication  is 
“Believe  as  we  believe  or  your  identity 
and  loyalty  as  Southern  Baptist  Chris¬ 
tians  is  doubtful.” 

One  newly  elected  officer  of  the  denom¬ 
ination  even  called  for  “punitive  action” 
against  church-supported  institutions 
that  are  suspected  of  practicing  “liberal¬ 
ism"  on  matters  of  faith  and  teaching. 

At  almost  the  same  time,  Pope  John 
Paul  II  reiterated  to  World  Council  mem¬ 
bers  in  Geneva  an  unbending  commit¬ 
ment  to  his  church’s  doctrine  of  papal  au¬ 
thority.  This  doctrine  maintains  that  rec¬ 
ognition  of  the  pope  as  the  true  leader  of 
all  Christians  is  the  only  way  to  reconcile 
divisions  among  followers  of  Christ.  In 
another  address,  John  Paul  emphasized 
that  “there  cannot  exist  a  local  church 
that  does  not  nourish  a  sincere  and  pro¬ 
found  communion”  with  the  Vatican. 

What  draws  these  diverse  occurrences 
together  is  that  each  sets  uniform  accep¬ 
tance  of  a  cherished  belief  as  a  condition 
for  being  fully  Christian. 

It  would  be  unfair  to  suggest  that  these 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


“hardline”  views  of  some  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  leaders  and  the  Roman  Catholic  pon¬ 
tiff  reflect  the  whole  of  their  respective 
churches'  attitude  toward  other  Chris¬ 
tians.  Baptists  historically  have  exhibit¬ 
ed  a  respect  for  individual  conscience 
and  steadfastly  have  resisted  efforts  to 
adopt  and  enforce  any  sort  of  creed.  And 
the  pope  reaffirmed  to  leaders  of  the 
World  Council  his  own  church’s  “irrever¬ 
sible"  commitment  to  the  quest  for  unity 
among  Christians  despite  deep  theologi¬ 
cal  differences. 

We  cannot  escape  the  conclusion,  how¬ 
ever,  that  such  nice-sounding  words  are 
contradicted  by  unyielding  allegiance  to 
doctrines  like  “biblical  inerrancy”  and 
“papal  authority.”  These  allegiances 
perpetuate  barriers  between  Christians 
of  different  traditions.  These  barriers 
weaken  the  witness  of  all  who  seek  to 
proclaim  Jesus  Christ  as  “Lord  of  all.” 

We  do  not  minimize  the  importance  of 
issues  such  as  biblical  authority  and  hu¬ 
man  authority  in  the  church.  Doctrinal 
integrity  is  important.  But  Christians 
should  never  regard  differences  on  these 
and  other  important  issues  as  proper 
grounds  for  “punishing”  one  another. 
And  we  should  never  forget  that  our  fun¬ 
damental  unity  as  Christians  should 
come  from  our  common  allegiance  to 
Christ,  rather  than  to  any  doctrinal  for¬ 
mulation. 

We  commend  those  in  all  churches 
who,  in  the  midst  of  struggles  over  mat¬ 
ters  of  serious,  but  lesser  importance, 
work  to  keep  the  church’s  attention  on 
Christ.  If  enough  6f  us  regularly  would 
remind  ourselves  and  others  of  the  One  to 
whom  our  ultimate  loyalty  belongs,  the 
barriers  that  separate  Christians  would 
begin  to  break  down.  Then  instead  of  em¬ 
phasizing  our  doctrinal  differences,  we 
would  strengthen  and  support  one  anoth¬ 
er  in  our  differing  ways  of  witnessing  to 
the  Lordship  of  Christ. 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  The  Reporter  re¬ 
cently  invited  readers  to  evaluate  the 
1984  General  Conference  (see  UMR,  June 
1).  The  following  are  among  the  many  re¬ 
actions  we  have  received  since  that  in¬ 
vitation  was  made.  Other  reactions  will 
be  published  in  future  issues  as  space 
permits  in  the  “Letters  to  the  Editor" 
column. 

We  can  be  proud  of  our 
church  and  its  leaders 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  pleased  that  you  wish  to  hear 
from  the  membership  of  the  church  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  1984  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Conference. 

Under  new  leadership  and  with  the  rec¬ 
ognition  of  right  from  wrong,  I  feel  that 
we  are  working  toward  the  proper  goals. 
With  the  actions  of  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  we  are  given  incentive  to  grow  and 
regain  our  former  position  of  morality 
and  freedom  from  liberalism. 

We  now  can  be  proud  of  our  denomina¬ 
tion  and  will  work  with  new  vigor  to  ad¬ 
vance  our  projects. 

PaulE.  Brown 
Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 
is  this  the  church?’ 

To  the  Editor: 

A  young  friend  recently  wrote  to  me 
and  shared  his  disillusionment  with  the 
church  after  a  week  at  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Conference  in  Baltimore. 
The  questions  he  asked  all  boiled  down 
to:  “Is  this  the  church?” 

Many  United  Methodists  are  now  ask¬ 
ing  similar  questions.  Is  the  church  a 
gang  of  people  striving  for  importance 
and  arguing  over  wordings,  or  is  the 
church  a  pastor  sitting  with  an  elderly 
man  who  waits  to  meet  the  Lord?  Or 
sharing  with  a  young  couple  preparing  to 
step  into  the  double  potential  of  mar¬ 
riage?  Or  waiting  with  the  family  of  a  pa¬ 
tient  who  underwent  surgery  for  a  possi¬ 
ble  fatal  illness?  Or  sharing  the  joy  of 


Jesus  Christ  with  a  young  woman  who 
feels  life  closing  in  on  her?  Or  opening  up 
the  Bible  to  a  group  of  folks  who  are  hun¬ 
gry  for  answers  to  life’s  dilemmas? 

Is  the  church  getting  onto  three  “im¬ 
portant  committees”  of  the  conference, 
or  is  it  taking  food  to  a  hungry  family?  Is 
it  sharing  the  burden  of  jobless  folks  in 
the  back  country?  Is  it  bringing  medicine 
to  a  family  whose  members  have  not 
seen  a  doctor  in  months  in  the  hills  of 
Haiti?  Is  it  talking  with  a  man  in  prison? 

Is  our  church  destined  to  become  what 
Jesus  seemed  sure  it  must  not  become? 
In  Matthew  20:24-28,  Jesus  seems  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  we,  His  followers,  must  be  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  world. 

I  asked  my  young  friend  not  to  give  up, 
for  his  voice  and  many  like  it  will  be 
needed  if  we  are  to  save  the  church  from 
the  wasteland  of  politics  and  self-impor¬ 
tant  people,  and  restore  her  image  of  ser- 
vanthood. 

David  Maly, 
Navarre,  Ohio 

It's  time  to  stand  up  and 

demand  accountability 

To  the  Editor: 

This  concerns  articles  in  the  Oct.  21, 
1983  Reporter  headlined  “UM  social  ac¬ 
tion  agency  yields  policy  proposals”  and 
in  the  May  18,  1984  issue  headlined  “No 
applause  rule  sets  tone"  and  “Homosex¬ 
uality  issues  predominate.” 

I  note  an  amazing  disparity  between 
the  proposal  of  our  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  and  the  action  of  the 
General  Conference.  Does  the  Board, 
which  is  “assigned  the  task  of  studying 
social  issues  and  implementing  official 
stances”  represent  the  mind  of  the 
church?  It  would  seem  not. 

How  is  it  that  the  Board  voted  48  to  4  to 
drop  the  “incompatible”  label  (i.e.  that 
homosexuality  is  “incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching”)  and  the  General 
Conference  then  voted  “overwhelming¬ 
ly”  in  favor  of  retention?  I  think  that  this 


Article  leads  to  religiosity,  not  Christianity 


To  the  Editor: 

The  Rev.  George  M.  Ricker’s  “Here  I 
Stand”  column  headlined  “Bible  a  book 
of  faith,  not  science,”  was  indeed  a  mas¬ 
terpiece  of  humanistic-rhetoric  (see 
UMR,  June  8).  All  of  what  Mr.  Ricker 
said  leads  only  to  religiosity  and  not 
Christianity.  Many  of  our  United  Method¬ 
ist  churches  have  been  starved  unto 
death  spiritually  because  of  this  ap¬ 
proach  of  presenting  a  watered-down 
“religion.” 

I’m  so  glad  that  I  am  seeing  a  real  re¬ 
vival  among  laity  of  the  UMC.  We’re  see¬ 
ing  that  the  words  of  Isaiah  53:1  and  John 
12:38  are  speaking  to  us  and  many  are  re¬ 
sponding:  “Lord,  I  believe.  By  Your 
grace  I  receive.  Lord.  Faith  cometh  by 
hearing  and  I  have  heard  and  received. 
Thank  You,  Father,  that  Your  arm  has 
been  revealed  to  me.”  We  invite  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  let  the  very  gift  of  salvation,  the 
gift  of  God  that  dwells  within  us  to  be 
stirred  up  until  we  rejoice,  and  praise 
Him  for  the  arm,  the  outstretched  hand, 
that  reached  out,  touched  and  saved  us. 

Nowhere  in  Mr.  Ricker’s  article  could  I 
find  the  biblical  truth  that  the  Bible  is  the 
inspired  Word  (revelation)  of  God  with 
Jesus  the  cornerstone,  and  the  Holy  Spir¬ 
it  the  guide.  Nothing  was  said  about 
Christianity  (the  Word  was  never  men¬ 
tioned),  nor  was  God’s  name  used:  Cre¬ 
ator,  yes  —  but  not  God.  Shades  of  the  un¬ 
holy! 

Isn’t  it  time  for  many  of  our  ministers 
to  lay  aside  their  theological  intellectual- 
ism  and  begin  again  speaking  and  teach¬ 
ing  the  Word  of  God  as  given  in  His  Holy 
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Word?  Let’s  go  back  to  worshipping  our 
Almighty  God  in  spirit  and  in  truth! 

Claire  Ross 
Austin,  Texas 

Ricker  article  stirs 
two-pronged  response 

To  the  Editor  : 

As  a  proud  American  I  will  defend  the 
Rev.  George  Ricker’s  right  not  to  be  a  lit¬ 
eral  Bible  believer  (see  UMR,  June  8). 

As  a  sinner  saved  by  grace  I  rejoice 
that  he  is  not  my  pastor. 

Carl  G.  Kalmbacher 
Newark,  Delaware 

Resolution  includes 

laity  in  the  ministry 

To  the  Editor: 

As  secretary  of  the  Northern  Illinois 
Conference  Board  of  Lay  Life  and  Work, 
I  was  instructed  to  submit  to  the  Report¬ 
er  this  action  taken  by  our  group: 

Whereas  language  is  an  important 
means  of  affirming  that  all  Christians 
are  set  apart  for  ministry  through  bap¬ 
tism;  and  whereas  all  Christians  are 
ministers  of  Christ,  either  ordained  or 
lay: 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  all  the 
boards’  printed  material  and  official 
statements  use  language  that  affirms  all 
Christians  as  ministers;  and  that  the 
term  'clergy’  and  ‘laity’  be  used  when  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  two  distinct  groups  of  min¬ 
isters;  and  further  be  it  resolved  that  the 
board  officially  communicate  this  policy 
to  the  Annual  Conference,  its  boards, 
committees,  and  agencies,  and  urge 
their  support  of  this  policy. 

We  feel  publicity  on  this  matter  will 
help  others  to  understand  better  what 
they  read  regarding  the  church’s  minis¬ 
try.  Emma  Wallenta 

Riverside,  Illinois 

Let’s  hear  a  good  word 

for  our  bishops 

To  the  Editor: 

How  discouraging  it  must  be  for  our 
dedicated,  hard-working  bishops  to  read 
two  of  the  June  1  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 
Over  the  years  I  have  known  several 
bishops  very  well,  including  our  own 
much-loved  Joseph  H.  Yeakel.  (His 
name  beginning  with  “Y”  has  never  han¬ 
dicapped  his  episcopal  leadership! ) 

Without  exception,  our  bishops  drive 
long  distances,  work  literally  morning, 
noon  and  night  with  pastors  and  laity 
alike,  and  sacrifice  an  ordinary  family 
life  for  their  service  to  the  church.  They 
have  provided  spiritual  leadership  and 
administrative  talents  and  enabled  those 
of  us  who  are  privileged  to  work  with 
them  to  make  wise  decisions.  Probably 
there  are  low  times  in  their  lives  when 
they  would  willingly  exchange  their 
“guaranteed  appointments”  as  bishops 


for  the  “guaranteed  appointments”  of  lo¬ 
cal  pastors  and  a  less  taxing  way  of  life. 

Let  us  not  deliberately  contribute  to 
those  low  moments  or  detract  from  the 
thrilling  communion  experience  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  by  criticizing  our  bish¬ 
ops  who  have  selflessly  assumed  a  bur¬ 
den  greater  than  most  of  us  will  ever 
know.  Leta  L.  Merrow 

Hamburg,  New  York 

Bishops'  pastoral  letter 

reminds  reader  of  ostrich 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reviewing  the  recent  Pastoral  Letter 
from  the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops,  I  am  reminded  of  the  proverbial 
ostrich  with  its  head  in  the  sand. 

The  letter  practically  ignores  the  alle¬ 
gations  presented  by  Reader’s  Digest 
and  “60  Minutes.”  It  (the  letter)  simply 
brushes  them  off  like  so  much  confetti 
and  hopes  that  we,  the  church’s  mem¬ 
bers,  will  do  likewise  as  though  they 
never  existed. 

If  the  allegations  are  not  sufficient,  as 
stated  in  the  letter,  then  it  should  have 
been  a  simple  matter  for  the  learned 
bishops  to  explain  why.  This  they  failed 
to  do. 

John  A.  Joy 

Shippenville,  Pennsylvania 


Jurisdiction  needs  to 
elect  Hispanic  bishop 

To  the  Editor : 

Whatever  the  “missional  priority”  for 
the  quadrennium  1985-1988,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  surely  keep  sup¬ 
port  of  the  ethnic  minority  churches  high 
on  its  agenda.  More  than  that,  our  church 
must  be  both  imaginative  and  intentional 
as  it  designs  plans  for  strengthening  the 
ethnic  minority  local  churches.  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  these  churches  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  be  partners  in  the  development  of 
programs  for  their  churches’  enrichment 
and  growth. 

We  have  made  progress  toward  the 
goal  of  achieving  full  representation  of 
minorities  on  the  general  boards,  com¬ 
missions  and  agencies  of  the  church.  We 
will  continue  this  effort. 

As  we  approach  the  Jurisdictional 
Conferences,  thoughtful  delegates  are 
mindful  of  their  responsibility  for  elect¬ 
ing  persons  to  the  episcopacy.  Most,  if  not 
all,  of  the  conferences  have  nominated 
persons  for  this  office.  For  the  first  time, 
the  Rio  Grande  Conference  has  made  the 
nomination  of  one  of  its  members. 

Up  to  the  present  time  we  have  not 
elected  a  bishop  from  the  Hispanic  com¬ 
munity.  “Let  the  Rio  Grande  Conference 
select  one  of  its  ministers,  place  his/her 
name  in  nomination,  and  we  will  give  that 
person  our  support,”  some  have  said.  Now 
the  Rio  Grande  Conference  has  acted.  And 
the  issue  of  that  action  will  be  before  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

If  the  church  follows  through  on  its 
strategy  of  including  representatives 
from  all  ethnic  minority  groups  on  its 
boards  and  agencies,  should  it  not  give 
serious  consideration  to  the  election  of  an 
Hispanic  minister  to  the  episcopacy? 

The  Rio  Grande  Conference  is  the  larg¬ 
est  organized  body  of  Mexican  American 
Protestant  Christians  in  the  United 
States.  The  election  of  a  bishop  from  this 
rapidly  growing  community  would  give 
convincing  testimony  of  our  recognition 
that  we  are,  in  truth,  an  inclusive  church. 

O.  Eugene  Slater 
Dallas,  Texas 


one  issue  is  symbolic  of  the  growing  gap 
between  the  United  Methodists  in  the 
pew  and  the  United  Methodists  in  author¬ 
ity.  Is  our  form  of  government  represen¬ 
tative  or  not? 

While  I  rejoice  in  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  decisions  on  this  issue,  I  wonder  if 
the  final  525-442  vote  in  favor  of  the  “pro¬ 
hibition  clause”  (prohibiting  ordination 
and  appointment  of  self-avowed  homo¬ 
sexuals)  really  represents  the  mind  of 
the  church.  The  “representatives”  at 
General  Conference  seemed  to  be  split 
about  50/50  on  the  issue.  But  I  believe 
that  if  there  were  a  general  vote  the  mar¬ 
gin  would  be  more  like  5  to  1  or  greater  in 
favor  of  the  prohibition  clause. 

I  think  it  is  time  for  the  people  in  the 
pew  to  stand  up  and  demand  accountabil¬ 
ity  and  true  representation  from  those 
who  ostensibly  speak  for  them. 

Jerry  Hardwick 
Austin,  Texas 

Homosexuality  decision 

‘a  move  away  from  Jesus’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Our  General  Conference’s  decisions 
concerning  homosexuality  leave  me  an¬ 
gry.  A  large  portion  of  humanity  has 
been  rejected  because  of  their  sexual  ori¬ 
entation. 

The  delegates  probably  were  not  well 
enough  informed  on  this  issue  to  vote. 
Littleness  had  its  day.  The  UMC  has 
made  a  move  away  from  Jesus  and  what 
He  stood  for. 

Charlie  Rogers 

West  Springfield,  Massachusetts 

Shame  on  Bishop 

Cannon’s  abortion  stance 

To  the  Editor: 

This  refers  to  Bishop  William  R.  Can¬ 
non’s  episcopal  address  to  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference. 

He  stated  “to  use  abortion  for  immoral 
purposes  is  a  barbaric  act  displaying  the 
lowest  form  of  degeneracy.”  Words  fail 
me  in  expressing  how  shocked  and  re¬ 
pulsed  I  was  by  his  “words.” 

In  the  first  place  I  am  not  aware  of 
abortion  being  used  for  immoral  pur¬ 
poses.  Sometimes  not  to  have  an  abortion 
can  be  very  immoral  and  to  use  such 
strong  language  to  chastise  women  indi¬ 
cates  to  me  how  very  little  Bishop  Can¬ 
non  understands  the  problems  of  women 
who  are  faced  with  unwanted  or  problem 
pregnancies  for  whatever  reason  (I  can 
give  you  many). 

Also,  the  woman  is  the  one  who  will 
have  the  final  responsibility  for  the  child, 
if  carried  to  term,  and  who  knows  better 
than  anyone  else  in  this  world  what  she 
faces.  I  believe  if  Bishop  Cannon  were  to 
visit  any  abortion  health  service  any¬ 
where  he  would  learn  that  women  do  not 
face  this  procedure  lightly  or  in  a  “bar¬ 
baric”  or  “degenerate”  manner. 

Let  the  United  Methodist  Church  deal 
with  the  problems  of  unwanted  pregnan¬ 
cies,  but  not  in  the  manner  which  Bishop 
Cannon  suggests,  which  is  uninformed, 
vengeful,  and  uncaring. 

I  do  wish  he  would  be  as  pro-choice  in 
this  matter  as  he  seems  to  be  about  the 
rights  of  the  prosperous !  Shame  on  him ! 

Louise  F.  Taylor 
Louisville,  Kentucky 

Draft  action  upsetting 

To  the  Editor: 

The  position  taken  by  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  regard  to  the  military  draft 
has  upset  me  a  great  deal  (see  UMR, 
June  1).  If  delegates  were  expressing 
their  personal  opinions,  that  would  be 
their  right.  But  to  state  it  as  the  majority 
opinion  of  United  Methodists  is  just  not 
right. 

I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  most  of  my  60  years.  But  I’m  not 
proud  to  admit  it  when  our  so-called  lead¬ 
ers  take  such  positions  on  issues  so  vital 
to  the  continuance  of  this  great  nation.  It 
should  be  the  duty  of  all  of  us  strongly  to 
defend  our  freedom  with  whatever  is  ne¬ 
cessary,  including  full  support  of  the 
military. 

I  would  appreciate  it  if  you  would 
clearly  state  that  the  position  taken  by 
General  Conference  delegates  is  not  ne¬ 
cessarily  that  of  the  majority  of  United 
Methodists. 

Warren  Doughty 
Williamsville,  New  York 


Essay  contest:  How  can  we  renew  UMC? 


The  celebration  of  American  Metho¬ 
dism’s  200th  anniversary  this  year  is 
stimulating  United  Methodists  to  reflect 
on  our  past,  present,  and  future  as  one 
part  of  the  Body  of  Christ. 

There  is  widespread  agreement  that 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  following  a 
15-year  decline  in  membership,  needs  re¬ 
vitalization  and  renewal.  Many  believe 
the  church  needs  to  recapture  the  fervent 
spirit  and  sense  of  mission  that  charac¬ 
terized  early  Methodism  on  the  Ameri¬ 
can  frontier. 

There  is  less  agreement  on  what  that 
revitalization  and  renewal  will  look  like, 
or  what  will  cause  it  to  occur. 

As  one  of  several  contributions  to  the 
Bicentennial  observance  of  American 
Methodism,  the  Reporter  invites  you  to 
share  with  other  readers  what  you  be¬ 
lieve  must  happen  for  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  to  reclaim  its  heritage  and 
become  a  vital,  transforming  force  in  our 
society  during  the  years  ahead. 

This  subject  is  too  broad  and  United 
Methodism  is  too  diverse,  for  our  limited 
space  to  accommodate  all-encompassing 
responses.  Rather,  you  are  encouraged 
to  reflect  upon  one  or  two  specific  ac¬ 
tions,  attitudes  or  directions  that  would, 
if  adopted  by  enough  individual  United 
Methodists  or  United  Methodist  groups, 
have  a  powerful  renewing  effect  on  the 
whole  church. 


Criteria 

A  panel  of  judges  from  the  Reporter 
writing  staff  will  select  the  most  out¬ 
standing  essays  for  publication  in  future 
issues  of  the  Reporter.  Essays  will  be 
evaluated,  on  originality,  readability, 
conformity  with  the  guidelines  listed  be¬ 
low,  and  potential  for  inspiring  renewal 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  as  its 
Third  Century  dawns. 

Awards 

The  author  of  each  essay  selected  for 
publication  will  receive  copies  of 
“Through  the  Year  With  Wesley,”  an  an¬ 
thology  of  writings  by  John  Wesley  com¬ 
piled  by  Frederick  C.  Gill,  and  “The  John 
Wesley  Reader,”  a  collection  of  devotion¬ 
al  material  from  Wesley’s  journals  and 
sermons  by  A1  Bryant. 

Guidelines 

1.  There  is  no  limitation  on  subject 
matter  or  style  of  essays  so  long  as  they 
attempt  to  deal  with  the  "what”  and/or 
“how"  of  revitalization  for  United  Meth¬ 
odism  during  the  years  ahead. 

2.  Essays  should  be  300  words  or  less, 
and  preferably  typed  and  double  spaced. 
Essays  submitted  in  legible  longhand 
will  be  considered.  Those  which  exceed 
the  length  limit  will  be  disqualified  from 
contest  consideration,  but  may  be  consid¬ 


ered  instead  for  the  Reporter’s  ongoing 
readers’  forum  column,  “Here  I  Stand" 
(awards  not  applicable). 

3.  Each  entry  must  include  the  writer’s 
name,  address,  age  category  (see  below) 
and  name  of  the  local  church  where 
membership  is  held.  Upon  receipt,  entries 
become  the  property  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter  and  cannot  be  returned. 

4.  Since  one’s  outlook  is  shaped  by 
one’s  experiences,  entries  will  be  divided 
and  considered  in  three  different  cate¬ 
gories:  (1)  Ages  18  and  under;  (2)  Ages 
19-35 ;  and  ( 3 )  Age  36  and  over. 

5.  Entries  must  be  postmarked  by  July 
22, 1984. 

Send  entries  to:  Reader  Essays,  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


Weekly 
^  Bible  study 
series  for 
youth  and 
young  adults  for 
r  morning  or  evening. 

Builds  solid  faith 
by  Bible  knowledge. 
Introductory  Kit/Cassette 
>nd  Teacher's  Manual  SI  5.00 
Box  25101,  Dallas,  TX  75225 


Veterans  will  feel  bad 
after  draft  stance 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  article  headlined  "Military  draft 
in  war  or  peace  called  ‘incompatible  with 
Gospel’  "  compels  me  to  express  an 
opinion  (see  UMR,  June  1). 

I  was  in  a  generation  20  years  ago  when 
a  draft  in  peace  time  turned  to  war  time. 
The  draftees  were  getting  two  years 
taken  out  of  their  lives  at  a  fraction  of  the 
pay  they  could  have  made  in  civilian  life 
while  married  friends  or  college  friends 
did  not  have  to  serve.  We  didn’t  go  be¬ 
cause  we  wanted  to.  We  went  because  we 
thought  it  was  the  right  thing  to  do.  It  was 
a  way  of  “paying  dues”  for  living  in  this 
country. 

I  believe  the  majority  of  ministers  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  as  well  as 
the  majority  of  people  living  in  our  coun¬ 
try,  have  never  had  to  serve  in  the  armed 
forces.  Therefore  this  Social  Principle  is- 
isolating  my  generation  of  draftees  and 
those  before  me.  It  is  telling  me  that  mili¬ 
tary  service  is  something  to  be  avoided 
and  looked  down  upon  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  I  am  afraid  this  will 
cause  bad  feelings  among  the  veterans  of 
this  country. 

Theodore  C.  Lamborn 
Berwyn,  Pennsylvania 

How  about  keeping 

two  boats  and  a  plane? 

To  the  Editor : 

I  see  from  the  June  1  issue  of  the  Re¬ 
porter,  that  the  General  Conference  de¬ 
cided  that  we  United  Methodists  should 
be  against  the  peacetime  draft,  wartime 
draft,  and  the  volunteer  army. 

I  wonder  if  we  would  be  offended  if  the 
national  government  maintained  maybe 
one  small  coast  guard  cutter  for  each  of 
our  two  oceans  and  possibly  one  small 
propeller-powered  airplane  to  occasion¬ 
ally  fly  out  and  see  if  Alaska  and  Hawaii 
are  still  there? 

Rod  MacLeod 
Mundelein,  Illinois 

‘Who  are  you  listening  to?’ 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  long-life  Methodist,  I  find  it  most 
disappointing  and  disturbing  that  the  so- 
called  “spiritual  leaders”  of  my  church 
would  receive  an  inclusive  language  re¬ 
port  at  the  historical  conference  cele¬ 
brating  the  200th  birthday  of  a  great 
church.  This  same  conference  “stood  up 
to  be  counted”  when  such  controversial 
subjects  as  homosexuality  and  nuclear 
arms  came  before  it.  Then,  to  satisfy  a 
very  few,  knees  buckled  and  Satan  made 
another  inroad  into  the  church  of  Christ. 

I  wonder  if  thought  was  ever  given  or 
will  be  given  to  the  fact  that  our  hymns 
were  written  by  men  and  women  inspired 
of  God,  sometimes  during  a  most  diffi¬ 
cult  period  in  their  lives.  Now,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  could  change  these 
“God-inspired”  words  to  satisfy  the  rest¬ 
less  few. 

And  where  will  that  leave  Charles  Wes¬ 
ley?  What  will  we  do  with  the  words  of 
the  one  whose  name  is  synonymous  with 
Methodism,  and  one  whom  we  have  re¬ 
vered  for  200  years? 

While  writing  this  letter  I  was  listening 
to  a  local  United  Methodist  minister  on 
television,  and  he  raised  the  question. 

‘  ‘Who  are  you  listening  to?  ” 

I  would  like  to  ask  the  leaders  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church:  “Who  are  you 
listening  to?” 

Harry  S.  Briscoe 
Seminole,  Florida 

UMC  has  no  business 

intervening  in  civil  wars 

To  the  Editor: 

The  June  8  Reporter  notes  that  a  reso¬ 
lution  was  passed  in  the  closing  hours  of 
the  General  Conference  urging  support 
of  the  WCC  Special  Fund  to  Combat  Ra¬ 
cism.  Also  it  urges  support  for  SWAPO  in 
Namibia  and  other  questionable  items. 

This  reminds  me  of  a  resolution  passed 
some  years  ago  by  our  state  legislature 
without  proper  consideration.  That  parti¬ 
cular  resolution  commended  the  Boston 
Strangler  for  his  population  control  mea¬ 
sures. 

When  the  European  powers  grabbed 
what  they  could  of  Africa  long  ago,  tribal 
boundaries  were  ignored  and  lines  were 
drawn  on  a  map  chopping  up  regions 
which  had  been  held  together  by  tribal 
groups. 

That  is  the  political  reality  in  back  of 
some  of  the  problems  in  Africa  today. 
Also  that  is  why  it  is  foolish  for  the  church 
to  back  one  side  or  another  in  the  various 
civil  wars  on  that  continent 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  no 
business  intervening  in  civil  wars  any¬ 
where,  especially  on  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

Raymond  H.  McDavid 
Houston,  Texas 


Be  Doers  Of  The  Word 
And  Not  Hearers  Only 

James  1:22  RSV 

Are  you  ready  to  join  with  others  to  be 
"doers?"  Are  you  willing  to  reach  out  to 
minister  to  the  pain  of  individuals  ond 
families  in  your  community  In  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ? 

Mony  United  Methodist  laypersons  are 
involved  in  prayer,  study  and  service  as 
they  respond  with  love  ond  compassion  to 
specific  needs  in  their  communities.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  your  local  church  can  also  be 
"doers  of  the  word." 

For  more  information  write: 

Society  of  St.  Stephen  Project 
Board  of  Discipleship 
Section  on  Ministry  of  the  Laity 
P.O.  Box  840 

Nashville.  Tennessee  37202 
(615)327-2700 
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Baptist  TV  beams  UM  programs 


Sunday  evenings  given  to  mainline  denominations’  content 


can  get  results 


is  not  full  of  “tag  preaching’’  (one 
evangelist  following  another)  or  re¬ 
ligious  talk  shows,  Mr.  Warner  explains. 

Only  about  25  percent  of  the  programs 
are  traditional,  explicitly  religious 
shows,  one  ACTS  programmer  says.  The 
rest  are  intended  to  provide  wholesome 
entertainment  and  self-help  type  of  fare. 
“The  philosophy  is  to  attract  non-church 
goers." 

The  Southern  Baptists  contacted 
UMCom  because  they  knew  the  United 
Methodists  had  produced  some  good  pro¬ 
grams  of  a  subtle  religious  nature,  ACTS 
spokespersons  say. 

Running  now  in  the  United  Methodist 
slot  is  the  award-winning  UMCom-pro- 
duced  film  series  “Begin  With  Goodbye’’ 
with  Eli  Wallach  as  host.  The  shows  are 
dramatic  presentations  of  families  deal¬ 
ing  with  change,  personal  loss  and  new 
beginnings. 

Late  next  month,  “we  probably  will 
run  our  ‘Learning  to  Live’  series,’’  says 
Kay  Cottrell  of  UMCom  in  Nashville. 
“For  10  years,  it  has  been  our  biggest 
moneymaker  in  sales  of  copies  to 
churches,  colleges,  corporations  and  the 
U.S.  Army.  It  deals  with  transactional 
analysis.” 

Also  appearing  in  regular  Sunday  night 
slots  on  ACTS  will  be  a  series  from  Roman 
Catholic,  Missouri  Synod  Lutheran  and 
Presbyterian  sources. 

All  the  shows  also  will  run  between  8 
and  11  (Eastern  time)  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ings,  with  the  United  Methodist  program 
appearing  at  10 a. m.  (Eastern  time). 


The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  —  the 
nation’s  largest  Protestant  denomination 
—  decided  to  create  its  own  network  a 
year  after  the  1980  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  voted  to  launch  a 
“national  television  presence  and 
ministry.” 

UMC  can’t  afford  its  own 

Over  a  four-year  period,  the  United 
Methodist  effort  failed  to  raise  the  first 
million  dollars  of  a  $25-million  goal  for 
the  project.  The  project  in  its  original 
form  died. 

The  1984  UMC  General  Conference 
approved  a  new  telecommunications  pro¬ 
posal  from  UMCom  but  scaled  it  down 
from  a  $4.8-million-a-year  apportioned 
fund  to  an  average  of  $1  million  a  year 
beginning  in  1984. 

That  amount  obviously  can’t  create  a 
delivery  system  for  religious  program¬ 
ming  that  is  even  close  to  being  as  effec¬ 
tive  as  the  Baptists’  ACTS  Network,  says 
Nelson  Price  of  UMCom’s  New  York  City 
office. 

In  the  meantime,  Southern  Baptists 
have  raised  more  than  $10  million  to  put 
their  network  in  place. 

“Every  denomination  doesn’t  need  a 
network,"  Mr.  Price  says.  “Since  the 
Baptists  are  providing  us  time  at  no 
charge,  we  can  put  our  money  into  pro¬ 
ducing  programs." 

“Of  course,  ACTS  is  like  most  cable 
systems  now  and  needs  all  the  good  pro¬ 
gramming  it  can  get,"  says  Ms.  Cottrell 
of  UMCom.  “But  this  is  a  significant 


gesture  of  ecumenism  on  their  part  to 
give  time  to  other  denominations.” 

Politics  may  threaten 

Mr.  Price  says  he  feels  a  little  con¬ 
cerned  about  how  long  ACTS  will  be  able 
to  cooperate  with  other  denominations, 
in  light  of  the  recent  victory  for  the  fifth 
year  in  a  row  by  the  fundamentalist  wing 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  fill¬ 
ing  top  denominational  elective  positions 
(see  Reporter,  June  22). 

One  Baptist  leader  told  the  Reporter 
that  even  the  word  “ecumenical"  draws 
a  very  negative  reaction  from  some  Bap¬ 
tist  leaders. 

Mr.  Warner  responded  that  he  expects 
to  hear  opposition  from  some  Baptists 
who  will  be  offended  by  seeing  programs 
from  other  mainline  denominations  on 
their  network. 

“We’ll  have  to  make  a  decision  about 
whether  we  want  ACTS  to  identify  with 
the  independents  or  with  mainline 
Christianity,”  Mr.  Warner  says.  “We 
think  most  Baptists  in  their  home  towns 
feel  more  relationship  with  the  main¬ 
line.” 

He  says  ACTS  needs  programming 
from  other  denominations  to  help  sell  the 
network  to  cable  systems  that  want  as¬ 
surance  that  ACTS  has  an  appeal 
broader  than  just  to  Southern  Baptists. 

"We’ve  got  a  delivery  system  while 
other  denominations  don’t,”  he  says. 
“We  don’t  want  to  hog  it.” 

Local  contacts 


The  Sunshine  Factory,  a  children’s  program  for  preschoolers,  was  created  for  the  ACTS  network  to  teach  ethical 
and  moral  values  through  dramatized  experiences  of  a  continuing  cast  of  children.  It  runs  with  another  children's 
show,  Gigglesnort  Hotel,  three  times  a  day.  KEN  beazley  photo 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

If  your  local  system  doesn’t  carry 
United  Methodist  TV  series,  and  you 
would  like  for  them  to  do  so,  UM  leaders 
suggest  you  do  one  or  two  things: 

•  Ask  the  officials  of  the  local  cable 
system  to  devote  a  channel  to  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  ACTS  Network  which  carries 
United  Methodist  programs  (see  above). 

•  Ask  the  cable  system  to  take  from  a 
Sunday  evening  satellite  transmission  two 
half-hour  United  Methodist  shows  which 

be  run  on  any  available  channel. 

Kay  Cottrell  of  United  Methodist  Com- 
( UMCom)  says  her  office  at 
Twelfth  St.  S,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37203 
a  packet  for  members  of  local  UM 
to  help  them  contact  their  local 
officials.  She  asks  members  to 
her  for  help. 

Several  United  Methodists  already 
done  that  and  worked  toward 
the  two  shows  that  are  sent  by 
telecommunications 
at  First  United  Methodist 

lurch  in  Shreveport,  Ms.  Cottrell  says. 

For  more  than  a  year,  UMCom  has 
been  paying  to  transmit  the  shows  so  that 
any  local  cable  system  may  use  them. 
Seventeen  systems  have  notified 
UMCom  that  they  are  running  the  shows. 

The  series  are  called  “Journeys  into 
the  Bible”  and  “Journeys  in  Christian 
Growth.” 

Not  all  cable  systems  run  the  shows  as 
soon  as  they  get  them,  but  most  run  them 
for  an  hour  beginning  at  7  Eastern  time. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

FORT  WORTH,  Tex.  -  Thanks  to  the 
Southern  Baptists,  some  TV  shows  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  United  Methodist  Church 
now  can  be  viewed  weekly  at  a  regular 
time  in  many  parts  of  the  nation. 

A  new  Southern  Baptist  TV  network 
has  given  a  prime-time  Sunday  slot  to 
United  Methodist  Communications 
(UMCom). 

“We  want  to  be  the  network  of  main¬ 
line  Christianity,”  says  Greg  Warner  of 
the  Baptists’  new  ACTS  (American 
Christian  Television  System)  Network 
headquartered  here. 

Every  Sunday  night  the  30-minute 
United  Methodist  programs  will  be  on  at 
9  Eastern  time,  8  Central,  7  Rocky 
Mountain  and  6  Pacific. 

The  18-hour-a-day  ACTS  network  is 
available  to  1.5  million  homes,  primarily 
in  the  western,  south  central  and  south¬ 
eastern  regions  of  the  nation. 

The  number  of  cable  systems  devoting 
one  of  their  channels  to  ACTS  has  grown 
rapidly  since  the  network  was 
inaugurated  on  June  12,  Mr.  Warner 
says.  Currently,  75  cable  systems  use  it. 
In  addition,  TV  broadcast  stations  in 
Anchorage,  Alaska,  and  Tyler,  Tex.,  put 
the  network  on  the  air.  Six  more  ACTS 
stations  (all  owned  by  local  Baptist 
groups)  are  licensed  and  scheduled  to 
come  on  line  soon,  Mr.  Warner  says. 


Not  “tag  preaching” 

Unlike  other  Christian  networks,  ACTS 


The  logo  for  the  new  Southern  Baptist  network  fills  the  TV  screen  between 
programs  of  the  American  Christian  Television  System  (ACTS). 


Sunday  evening  ACTS  schedule 


Following  is  the  prime-time  Sunday 
evening  schedule  every  week  on 
ACTS.  Programs  are  run  simul¬ 
taneously  throughout  the  nation, 
which  means  a  show  appearing  at  8 
p.m.  Eastern  time  would  be  seen  si¬ 
multaneously  at  7  Central,  6  Rocky 
Mountain  and  5  Pacific.  All  times 
listed  here  are  Central  Daylight  Time 
(Alternate  Sunday  morning  showings 
are  listed  in  parentheses. ) 

6:30  p.m.  (CDT)  —"Changed  Lives," 
by  the  Rev.  Ben  Haden, 
Presbyterian,  focuses  on 
social  and  moral  issues  (8 
a.m.). 

7:00  p.m.  —“This  Is  The  Life,"  series 
by  the  Missouri  Synod  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  (9:30  a.m.). 

7:30  p.m.  — "Insight,"  a  dramatic 
series  produced  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  (9 
a.m.). 

8:00  p.m.  — “Human  Dimension,”  a 
documentary  on  historical 


perspectives  produced  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention. 

8:30  p.m.  — "Listen,"  a  documentary 
on  issues  produced  by  the 
Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

9:00  p.m.  — "Journeys  in  Christian 
Growth,"  various  series 
produced  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Current 
series  is  dramatic  re¬ 
enactment  of  families 
dealing  with  crises  ( 10 
a.m.). 

9:30  p.m.  — “One  in  the  Spirit,"  part 
of  various  series  that  will 
be  provided  through  the 
National  Council  of 
Churches'  telecommunica¬ 
tions  office.  Current  series 
is  from  the  Episcopal 
Church.  Others  will  come 
from  the  Disciples  of 
Christ  and  Presbyterian 
Churches  (9  a.m. ). 


‘Methodist  Hour’  to  air 
biweekly  preaching  circuit 


By  DOUGLAS  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

ORLANDO,  Fla.  —  United  Methodist 
congregations  around  the  country  will 
have  a  chance  later  this  year  to  become 
“stops”  on  a  biweekly  "preaching 
circuit"  beamed  by  satellite. 

Methodist  Hour  Inc.,  an  independent. 
United -Methodist -related  broadcast 
ministry  based  here  plans  to  begin 
distributing  religious  television 
programming  to  local  congregations  in 
December  or  January,  said  the  Rev. 
Herb  Bowdoin,  Methodist  Hour 
president. 

The  network  will  be  called  “World 
Parish,”  The  name  comes  from  the 
quotation.  "The  world  is  my  parish,”  by 
John  Wesley,  founder  of  Methodism. 

“Our  goal  is  to  have  downlinks 
(satellite  reception  dishes)  at  100 
churches  before  we  begin.”  Dr.  Bowdoin 
said.  "We  stand  a  good  chance  of  having 
that  by  December  or  January.” 

Nearly  40  local  churches,  mostly  in 
Sunbelt  states,  have  expressed  interest 
in  joining  the  network,  Dr.  Bowdoin  said. 
That  number  should  increase  after 
Methodist  Hour  mails  its  first  "Saddle¬ 
bags  to  Satellite”  sales  material  in  late 


August 

Dr.  Bowdoin,  a  religion  broadcaster 
since  1948,  predicts  the  network  will  have 
500  affiliated  congregations  by  1986. 

Joining  the  “World  Parish"  network 
will  cost  local  churches  $5,989,  Dr. 
Bowdoin  said.  That  amount  will  cover 
purchase  and  installation  of  a  13-foot 
satellite  reception  dish,  a  10-by-10  foot 
television  projection  screen  and  related 
hardware. 

“If  they  (local  churches)  like,  they  can 
finance  it  (the  equipment  purchase)  over 
48  months  at  $165  a  month,"  Dr.  Bowdoin 
said.  "We  wanted  to  keep  the  price  low  so 
smaller  churches  as  well  as  larger  ones 
could  get  involved." 

Dr.  Bowdoin.  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  on  Evangelism  and  a 
Florida  Conference  evangelist,  said  the 
satellite  link  would  allow  local 
congregations  to  tap  worship  resources 
they  could  not  otherwise  afford.  Those 
resources  could  strengthen  the  local 
church’s  evangelistc  efforts. 

"World  Parish"  will  supply  an  hour  of 
morning  Bible  study  and  90  minutes  of 
evening  religious  variety  programming 
on  the  first  and  third  Sundays  of  each 
month,  Dr.  Bowdoin  said. 


Small-town  UM  school  provides  model  for  survival 


FAYETTE,  Mo.  —  “Better  peddle  your  prayers  elsewhere,  preacher,” 
saloon  owner  Mamie  (Julie  Woodcock)  tells  the  Rev.  John  Leigh  (Jeff 
Proske).  Joe  the  bartender  (Fred  Brinkholder)  looks  on  as  Mr.  Leigh  re¬ 
sponds  by  telling  Mamie  he  plans  to  build  a  Methodist  church  in  “terrible 
Tuckersville."  Central  Methodist  College  produced  the  original  musical  to 
help  mark  Methodism’s  Bicentennial,  kkpoktkk st \kk  photos by  srs w (  \hkoi.i. 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

FAYETTE,  Mo.  —  Two  years  ago, 
United  Methodist-related  Central 
Methodist  College,  like  many  small-town 
church-related  colleges,  was  looking 
down  a  loaded  double  barrel. 

It  plight  was  familiar:  too  many 
professors  and  too  few  students. 

Student  enrollment  was  at  580  (down 
more  than  40  percent  since  1969),  and  the 
cumulative  operating  deficit  was  almost 
$2  million  —  the  largest  debt  in  the 
college’s  131-year  history. 

Faced  with  increasing  red  ink,  pressure 
from  the  college’s  board  of  curators 
(directors)  and  a  stern  warning  from  the 
North  Central  Association  of  Colleges  and 
Secondary  Schools  following  an  on- 
campus  visit  by  an  accredition  team, 
Central  Methodist  President  Joe  Howell 
knew  he  had  to  make  a  choice. 


Three  choices  available 

"I  could  have  done  three  things"  the 
United  Methodist  layman  and  the  first 
non-clergy  president  of  the  college  said. 

“We  could  have  limped  along  hoping 
for  new  students  each  year.  Or  we  could 
have  closed  the  school. 

“Or  we  could  have  taken  some  drastic 
'  steps  and,  if  we  failed  .  .  .  well,  we'd  go 
:  down  fighting.” 

The  school  took  the  steps  and  fought, 
',  implementing  some  changes  that  raised 
;  eyebrows  in  academic  circles  when  21 
;  faculty  members  —  11  with  tenure  — 
;  and  22  “support”  persons  were  laid  off. 

;  Today,  two  years  after  the  resulting 
;  commotion,  Dr.  Howell  said  the  college 
;  is  on  its  strongest  ground,  both 
financially  and  scholastically,  in  years. 

With  an  expected  enrollment  next  fall 
;  of  700  students  and  an  endowment 
program  that’s  brought  in  $6  million,  Dr. 
Howell  is  convinced  that  the  1982 
“streamlining"  at  Central  Methodist  was 
essential  to  bringing  the  college  out  of 
financial  crisis  so  quickly. 

Other  schools  seek  model 

Word  of  the  school’s  success  has 
•  spread  and  Dr.  Howell  said  it  is  serving 


as  a  model  for  small  colleges  faced  with 
similar  problems.  Five  small  colleges 
have  written  Central  Methodist  request¬ 
ing  information  about  its  plan  of  action, 
he  noted. 

School  officials  point  to  a  number  of 
post-retrenchment  improvements  on  the 
campus  that  account  for  the  increased 
enrollment  and  financial  support  from 
alumni: 

•  Improved  church/school  relation¬ 
ships.  Central  Methodist  now  receives 
more  money  per  student  from  the 
Missouri  East  and  Missouri  West 
conferences  than  any  other  United 
Methodist  college  receives  from  one  or 
more  annual  conferences.  That’s  due, 
said  the  Rev.  Ron  Page,  head  of  church 
relations,  to  the  fact  that  the  college 
recruits  heavily  within  the  churches. 
The  college  will  receive  $664,450  from  the 
two  conferences  this  year. 

•  A  scholarship  program  set  up  in 


1979  to  obtain  300  $20,000  gifts  has 

mushroomed  into  609  such  scholarship 
endowments. 

•  A  $1  million  recreation  center  with 
indoor  Olympic-size  pool,  racquet  ball 
and  tennis  courts  was  built  following  the 
trouble,  completely  paid  for  by  gifts 
before  the  first  bit  of  ground  was  turned. 

But  all  of  that  is  a  long  way  from  the 
troubled  days  when  the  student-faculty 
ratio  was  nine  to  one  (the  national 
average  is  13  to  one )  and  the  90  percent  of 
students  who  were  on  financial  aid  found 
their  education  in  jeopardy  following 
cutbacks  in  federal  aid,  Dr.  Ronald  Bell, 
dean  of  students,  explained. 

“We  have  a  high  number  of  first- 
generation  college  students,"  Dr.  Bell 
said,  “and  their  commitment  is  usually 
for  one  semester  at  a  time." 

Solvency  plan  demanded 

The  board  of  curators,  meeting  in 


Kansas  City  in  September  1982,  notified 
Dr.  Howell  that  he  must  present  a  plan  of 
solvency  at  the  board’s  next  meeting  in 
two  months. 

The  board  wanted  an  8-10  percent 
reduction  in  the  approved  budget  of 
$5,569,056,  which  meant  cuts  of  between 
$445,000  and  $550,000. 

Dr.  Howell  said,  “Up  to  that  time, 
we  had  done  everything  we  thought  we 
could.  We  had  reduced  all  our  energy 
costs,  closed  down  two  buildings  and 
reduced  some  of  he  administrative 
staff.” 

Faculty  cuts  essential 

The  school  couldn’t  afford  to  raise 
tuition  and  risk  losing  more  students 
The  only  alternative  seemed  to  be  cuts 
from  the  faculty  itself,  which  by  national 
standards  was  top-heavy  for  a  school  of 
its  size,  Dr.  Howell  said. 

Dr.  Howell  began  devising  a  plan  that 
would  draw  heavily  from  suggestions 
made  by  a  “What  If”  committee  made 
up  of  four  faculty  members  and  two 
administrators.  The  group  met  regularly 
for  two  months  gathering  facts  and  input 
on  possible  reductions.  They  met  regular¬ 
ly  with  academic  department  chairmen, 
faculty,  student  groups  and  alumni 
associations. 

Twenty-one  faculty  members  received 
termination  notices  at  the  end  of  the  fall 
1982  semester.  Five  of  them  were  offered 
and  accepted  non-teaching  positions. 
Tenured  faculty  members  not  re-hired 
were  offered  full  pay  for  the  spring 
semester  and  a  one-year  sabbatical  with 
one-half  salary  and  full  fringe  benefits. 
Terminated  non-tenured  faculty  were 
offered  a  one-year  sabbatical  with  full 
benefits. 

Along  with  the  terminations  there  were 
mumblings  of  lawsuits  by  unhappy  facul¬ 
ty  members  and  possible  danger  to  the 
school's  accreditation.  Neither  material¬ 
ized  for  several  reasons.  Dr.  Howell  said 

First,  the  terminated  faculty  members 
were  well  compensated.  “It  was  a  bad 
time  in  the  country’s  economy 
Companies  were  laying  off  everywhere. 
But  I  bet  not  one  of  them  offered  the  kind 


of  benefits  we  did,"  Dr.  Howell  said. 

‘Fires’  are  started 

Second,  the  “housecleaning"  put  some 
fire  under  the  remaining  faculty’s  drive 
and  ambition.  For  instance,  no  faculty 
member  had  published  any  scholarly 
work  in  1977  ;  25  have  had  works 
published  this  past  year. 

The  success  of  the  college  “comeback" 
lies  in  the  hands  of  one  person,  observers 
say:  Joe  Howell 

Dr.  Howell  beams  when  talking  about 
the  success  Central  Methodist  College 
has  seen  during  the  past  two  years  and  he 
cited  several  reasons  for  it : 

•  First  was  entrusting  the  decision  to 
one  person 

•  Second  was  the  timing  When 


something  as  drastic  as  terminations 
have  to  be  made,  they  need  to  be  carried 
out  as  quickly  as  possible.  He  cited  how 
Central  Methodist  decided  in  two  months 
who  would  go  and  then  relieved  them 
immediately.  “It  wouldn't  be  fair  to  tell  a 
faculty  member.  We’ll  relieve  you  this 
semester,  and  maybe  there  will  be 
money  to  bring  you  back  in  the  fall.’  " 

•  In  such  “survival"  planning,  any 
committee  like  the  ‘What  If  committee 
should  be  ad-hoc  and  disbanded  after  its 
work  is  done. 

•  And  probably  most  important  of  all, 
he  said,  is  to  keep  everything  in  the  open. 
The  faculty  must  know  from  the 
beginning  that  there  are  possibilities  for 
layoffs,  and  any  discussions  need  to  be 
done  in  the  open. 


FAYETTE,  Mo.  —  Observers  of  the  successful  climb  back  into  financial 
security  at  Central  Methodist  College  here  say  the  credit  belongs  primarily 
to  one  person:  school  president  Joe  Howell. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


"WHY  SHOULD  THE  DEVIL  HAVE  ALL  THE  GOOD  TIMES?" 

CAMP  -  MEETING  ’M 

Bumper  stickers  promote  gathering 

SYRACUSE  —  United  Methodists  in  at  least  three  annual  conferences  —  Central  New  York,  Northern  New 
York  and  Western  New  York  —  are  sporting  bumper  stickers  on  their  cars  promoting  Camp-Meeting  '84.  The 
big  event  will  be  June  27-July  1  on  the  Syracuse  University  campus.  Mainline  speakers  like  the  Rev.  Robert 
Schuller  and  Prison  Fellowship  director  Charles  Colson  are  scheduled  along  with  major  entertainers  like  Willie 
Nelson. 


JUNE  29,  1994 


High  court  ruling  on  employment 
stirs  UM  affirmative  action  vows 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Renewed 
support  for  affirmative  action  in 
employment  has  been  called  for  by  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  social  action  leaders  in  the 
wake  of  the  June  12  Supreme  Court  de¬ 
cision  upholding  seniority  rights  over 
quotas  in  a  case  involving  Memphis  fire¬ 
fighters. 

Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  of  Seattle, 
president  of  the  denomination’s 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race,  said 
the  ruling  represents  “a  sad  day  for  the 


Oral  Roberts  ’  center  has  money  woes 

Hospital  perils  famed  evangelist 


TULSA  (RNS)  —  Financial  problems 
stemming  from  the  building  of  his  own 
hospital  threaten  to  overwhelm  the  37- 
year  ministry  of  evangelist  and  United 
Methodist  Oral  Roberts. 

The  Roberts  organization  recently 
announced  334  employees  would  be  laid 
off,  including  244  from  the  City  of  Faith 
hospital  and  90  from  the  Oral  Roberts 
Evangelistic  Association.  Various  other 
cost-saving  measures  have  been  put  into 
effect. 

The  Roberts  operation  includes  an 
ultra-modern  university  with  about  4,000 
undergraduate  students,  a  777-bed  City  of 
Faith  hospital-research  complex  and  an 

6  Wit  nesses9 
plan  vigil 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  Two  hundred 
U.S.  church  people  from  50  states  will 
converge  at  the  Nicaraguan  war  zone  to 
participate  in  the  Witness  of  Peace  bor¬ 
der  vigil,  June  26-July  4. 

Representing  more  than  a  dozen  relig¬ 
ious  denominations,  the  200-member 
delegation  is  the  largest  group  to  join  the 
continuous  vigil  that  began  last  year, 
said  spokesperson  Dennis  Marker.  He 
said  the  denominations  represented  in¬ 
clude  Catholic,  United  Methodist,  Uni¬ 
tarian,  Episcopal,  Mennonite,  United 
Church  of  Christ,  Presbyterian, 
Lutheran,  Baptist,  Jewish,  Society  of 
Friends,  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Sufi, 
AME  Zion,  Reformed  Church  and 
“Protestant." 

The  Witness  for  Peace  grew  out  of  an 
ecumenical  visit  to  the  Nicaraguan  bor¬ 
der  in  July  1983  by  150  church  people. 
They  saw  the  need  for  an  ongoing  pre¬ 
sence,  and  rotating  teams  of  20  people 
have  subsequently  participated  in  the  vi¬ 
gil.  The  teams  were  generally  organized 
according  to  states,  Mr.  Marker  said. 
Since  Dec.  2,  1983,  more  than  350  people 
from  churches  and  synagogues  across 
the  United  States  have  taken  part  in  the 
vigil. 

In  addition  to  war-zone  vigils,  the  large 
delegation  plans  to  meet  with  Nicara¬ 
guan  government  officials,  opposition 
spokespersons,  religious  leaders  and  the 
U.S.  ambassador.  The  delegation  in¬ 
cludes  pastors,  priests,  business  people, 
homemakers  and  professionals. 

Witness  for  Peace  “is  a  sign  that  many 
people  are  willing  to  risk  their  lives  for 
the  sake  of  peace  in  Central  America,” 
said  advisory  committee  member. 
Catholic  Bishop  Walter  F.  Sullivan  of 
Richmond,  Va. 


evangelistic  association  that  operates 
his  international  television  and  print  out¬ 
reach. 

Oral  Roberts’  hospital  isn’t  the  only 
one  in  the  Tulsa  area  suffering  of  late. 
Hillcrest  Medical  Center  recently 
announced  a  layoff  of  200.  Saint  John 
Medical  Center  has  enacted  a  hiring 
freeze.  The  patient  load  has  been  down  as 
much  as  10  percent  in  most  of  the  city’s 
hospitals  since  late  last  summer,  hos¬ 
pital  officials  say. 

Officials  of  the  city’s  major  hospitals 
fought  Mr.  Roberts’s  efforts  to  start  the 
City  of  Faith  from  the  first.  When  the 
Oklahoma  Health  Planning  Commission 
was  considering  the  project  in  early 
1978,  the  hospital  groups  claimed  it  would 
result  in  a  dangerous  oversupply  of  hos¬ 
pital  beds  in  the  city.  The  state  refused  to 
allow  the  City  of  Faith  to  operate  all  777 
beds  when  it  opened  in  1981,  and  much  of 
the  60-story  hospital  tower  is  empty. 

In  a  letter  to  his  “partners,”  mailed  in 
mid-June,  Mr.  Roberts  wrote,  “Since  you 
have  invested  so  much  in  this  ministry 
over  the  years  and  have  been  so  faithful 


to  us,  I  feel  I  owe  it  to  you  to  tell  you  that 
our  ministry  is  in  real  financial  need. 
Without  a  miracle,  very,  very  soon  we 
literally  cannot  survive.” 

Mr.  Roberts’  mammoth  hospital  com¬ 
plex  from  the  start  performed  below  pro¬ 
jections.  Additionally,  officials  say  ef¬ 
forts  to  keep  the  ORU  medical  school 
fully  accredited  is  proving  to  be  a  major 
financial  drain. 

In  September,  hospital  officials  say, 
the  university  faces  a  meeting  with 
accreditation  officials.  By  that  time,  in 
order  to  have  a  sufficient  number  of  ac¬ 
credited  programs  to  keep  the  school 
operating,  an  obstetrics  and  gynecology 
unit  planned  at  the  City  of  Faith  must  be 
operational. 

So  at  the  same  time  the  City  of  Faith  is 
laying  off  244  employees,  reducing  its 
staff  from  907  to  663,  it  is  looking  for  high¬ 
ly  paid  Ob-Gyn  staffers  to  get  that  pro¬ 
gram  off  the  ground. 

A  department  of  the  size  needed  for 
accreditation  is  in  excess  of  the  real 
needs  of  the  three-year-old  City  of  Faith, 
officials  say.  The  294-bed  hospiti£l  is 


housed  in  an  elaborate  building,  com¬ 
plete  on  the  outside  but  with  an  only 
partially  complete  interior.  At  last  report 
there  were  only  about  85  patients  in  the 
hospital. 

In  February,  Mr.  Roberts  admitted  the 
ministry  has  been  subsidizing  about 
$12  million  of  the  City  of  Faith’s  annual 
$60  million  budget  for  some  time.  He  said 
the  total  budget  for  his  entire  ministry 
totals  between  $125  million  and  $130 
million. 

The  needed  City  of  Faith  subsidy  just 
about  equals  the  shortfall  Mr.  Roberts 
has  been  experiencing  recently.  On  a  re¬ 
cent  Sunday  broadcast  he  said,  “We  are 
out  of  cash,”  having  operated  in  the  red 
by  about  $1  million  every  month  for  the 
last  three. 

Mr.  Roberts  is  meeting  the  shortfall  by 
the  layoffs  and  by  putting  the  staff  at 
Oral  Roberts  University  on  a  four-day, 
32-hour  work  week  for  awhile.  In 
addition,  an  outreach  office  in  downtown 
Tulsa  was  closed  and  scholarships  were 
cut  out  for  incoming  freshmen  in  seven  of 
ORU’s  minor  athletic  programs. 


A  church  is  born 

NEW  YORK  —  An  assorted  cast  of  Broadway  singers  and  actors  performed  the  historic  roles  of  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  Francis  Asbury  (left  in  picture)  and  other  18th-century  Methodists  in  a  Broadway-style  musical  entitled,  “A 
Church  Is  Born,”  which  celebrates  the  birth  of  Methodism  in  1784.  Performances  of  the  show  were  given  at  the  his¬ 
toric  John  St.  United  Methodist  Church  in  lower  Manhattan,  the  oldest  congregation  in  the  denomination. 
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member  United  Methodist  Church  in  Midland. 
Texas.  Seeking  a  person  with  degree  in  Christian 
Education  or  equivalent.  Salary  negotiable  Contact 
Jarrell  H.  Sharp.  St.  Luke's  UMC,  3011  W  Kansas. 

CASSETTE  COPIER  needed  lor  new  continuing 

education  series.  Need  used  unit  at  reasonable  price 
Contact  Pilgrimage  Productions.  9  Harpending 
Avenue  Dundee.  New  York  14KY7  <G07)  243-7242 

POSITION  OPEN:  Music/Youth  Director  -  First 
UMC,  McKinney.  Texas  Solid  and  growing 

FOR  SALE  at  big  discount:  2  new  2900  Mark  II  135 
h.p.  turbo-charged  Allis-Chalmers  stationary  diesel 

experience.  Send  resume  to:  Rev  Michael  Haynes. 
P.O  Box  374.  McKinney.  Texas  75069  | 

engines,  direct  from  factory,  mounted  on  base  with 
radiator  and  shroud,  ready  to  operate  with  exception 
of  battery  Benefits  accruable  to  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  therefore  tax  deductible  For  further 
information,  call  <619>  356-4377 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  -  Youth  Director; 
Coastal  South  Florida  church  needs  experienced 
couple  or  individual  who  has  had  successful  proven 
program  Salary'  and  benefits  negotiable  This  is  not 

WANTED:  full-time  evangelism  staff  person  for  950- 
plus  membership  UMC.  Send  resume  to:  Rev  James 

be  held  in  confidence.  Slaff/Parish,  Box  1289.  Lake 
Worth.  FL  33460 

R  Davis.  2761  Telegraph  Rd..  St.  Louis.  MO  63125. 

( Beginning  salary  $15,000.00  per  yean  Replv  bv  Julv 

12.  19B4. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies  near 
Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Completely 
furnished  efficiencies.  $125  week.  $400  four  weeks; 
Clayton  Calhoun,  P.O  Box  1138.  Waynesville,  NC 

287 86  <  704  >  627-6067 

CHATHAM  UMC  needs  to  sell  unique  ‘Maxi  Taxi  '  car 
imint  condition)  to  meet  budget  needs  Documented 

$6,500.00  or  best  offer.  Please  call  collect  now  « 217) 
483-3186.  Tom  Mason,  R.R.  =1,  Box  191.  Chatam.  IL 
62629 

GROUPS  OF  12  or  more:  Famous  Great  Passion 
Play  package  includes  $7.50  tickets,  lodging, 
swimming  and  meals  at  Keller's  Country  Dorm 
Resort,  Eureka  Springs,  Ark  for  just  $20  each!  Call 
(501 1253-8418  today' 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Treasurer-Director  ol 

Conference.  Jackson.  Tennessee  Responsibilities 
include  pensions,  insurance,  and  ministerial  records 
Requires  accounting  background  and  heavy  record¬ 
keeping  experience.  Send  resume,  references,  and 
salary  requirements  to  Personnel  Committee.  Box 

224  Henderson.  TN  38340  bv  Julv  25 

LIMITED  EDITION.  1.000  numbered  4x5 1  -  color 
reproductions  of  "Epworth"  matted  for  8x9-~i. 
Money  back  if  not  satisfied  Send  $19.95  to 
“Epworth.''  1109  N.  Staples.  Corpus  Christi.  TX 
78401. 

FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  ol  program  lor  950 
member  downtown  church  Excellent  opportunity  to 
plan/implement  full  program  of  ministry  Resume  to 
Terrell  Sessums,  Box  3092,  First  Methodist  Church. 
Tampa.  FL  33601 

NEED  A  FUND  RAISER"  Publish  a  group 
cookbook'  Free  brochure,  estimates  We  also 
specialize  in  church  and  family  histories.  Sanders 
Printing.  Box  160-M2.  Garrelson.  SD  57030.  <605)  594- 
3427. 

CHURCH  CHANCEL  lumiture  lor  sale  Includes 
pews  ranging  in  size  from  6'  6*  to  16'  ltr.  could  be  cut 
down  Furniture  and  pews  all  in  walnut  veneer  Call 
Pal  Christ  ley  at  Spring  Valiev  LIMC  (214 1  233-7671 

DIRECTOR  OF  FAMILY  treatment  and  education 
center:  New  program  at  children's  psychiatric 
hospital  Creative  opportunities  with  family  therapy 
teams.  Develop  family  life  seminars  for  clergy. 

MUSIC  FROM  northern  Illinois  conference  "Set 
Your  Heart."  an  album  of  twelve  original  gospel-folk 

others  family  therapy  expertise  and  Masters 
required  Contact  Vernon  Sauter.  Methodist  Home. 

1111  Herring  Avenue.  Waco.  TX  76708 

Harle.  Box  535.  I<ena  IL6I048  ' 

POSITION  OPEN  for  Executive  Direclor.  Hinton 
Rural  Life  Center.  Hayesville.  N.C  Please  address 
inquiries  to  Dr  Reginald  W  Ponder.  Search 
Committee.  100  S.  Church  St..  Rocky  Mount.  N.C 
27801 

be  experienced  with  adult,  youth  and  children  choirs, 
position  available  Aug  i.  Salary  range  $15,000- 
$16,000  per  year.  Send  resume  with  references  to 
Zane  Grant.  Lake  Shore  UMC.  2246  Blanding  Blvd  . 
Jacksonville.  FL  32210, 1 904  >  388-1780 

AFFIRMATION :  United  Methodists  lor  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  P  O  Bo*  I0?l  Evanston  II  «'?» 4 

TWO  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE:  Singles  Ministry 
and  Leadership  Development  for  large  fast  growing 
congregation  that  has  a  unique  blend  ol  social  action 
and  evangelical  outreach  Multiple  staff,  complex 
schedule,  demanding  and  challenging  opportunities 
Send  resume  to  Milton  H  Lewis.  Colonial  Hills  UMC. 
5247  Vance  Jackson,  San  Antonio.  TX  7X230 

RENEWAL  OF  OLD  and  laded  -  We  clean  and  re 
dye  carpeting,  pew  cushions  and  upholstery  Looks 
like  new  and  colorfast  Germantown  Services.  P.O 

Box  381022.  Germantown.  TN  38138 

Magazine  houses  history 


By  WALTER  N.  VERNON 

“I’ve  always  thought  the  Prodigal  Son 
was  a  Southerner,  because  when  he  hit 
bottom,  he  remembered  that  he  had 
kinfolks.”  So  wrote  James  McBride 
Dabbs  of  South  Carolina.  All  of  us  have 
kinfolks  —  from  whom  we  have  our 
heritage  as  a  family.  And  all  of  us  as 
United  Methodists  have  kinfolks  —  all 
those  persons  who  have  helped  shape  our 
denominational  heritage. 

One  way  our  church  enriches  and  pre¬ 
serves  this  heritage  is  through  our  mag¬ 
azine,  Methodist  History.  It  began  pub¬ 
lication  in  October  1962,  through  the 
vision  and  efforts  of  Dr.  Elmer  T.  Clark, 
a  man  of  great  energy,  dedication  and 
achievement.  The  magazine  is  thus  now 
in  its  twenty-third  year  —  presumably 
with  adult  status  and  yet  not  truly  self- 
supporting,  since  not  very  many  of  us 
seem  to  be  interested  in  our  heritage, 
considering  how  many  of  us  do  not  sub¬ 
scribe.  Yet  its  first  issue  pointed  out  that 
no  religious  body  is  richer  in  history  than 
United  Methodists. 

In  addition  to  excellent  articles  (pre¬ 
senting  biographies,  historic  events  and 
reports  on  newly  discovered  data)  and 
book  reviews,  there  have  been  special 
features,  such  as: 

1.  An  Annotated  Bibliography  of  Pub¬ 
lications  About  the  Life  and  Work  of  John 
Wesley 

2.  Tables  of  Methodist  and  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  conferences  across  the 
years 

3.  Wesleyan  and  Methodist  Historical 
Studies,  1960-70  (a  bibliographical 
article) 

4.  Checklists  of  Doctoral  Dissertations 
on  Methodist  and  Related  Subjects 

5.  Several  heretofore  unpublished 
letters  of  John  Wesley  and  Francis 
Asbury 

6.  A  register  of  National  Historic  Sites 
across  the  nation 

7.  A  special  Memorial  Edition  entitled 


Circuit 

Writer 


Elmer  T.  Clark,  World  Methodist. 

The  magazine  has  maintained  a  high 
standard  of  scholarship,  carrying 
articles  and  book  reviews  by  professional 
historians  such  as  Theodore  L.  Agnew, 
Frank  Baker,  Robert  J.  Bull,  Douglas  R. 
Chandler,  John  C.  English,  Winthrop  S. 
Hudson,  Edward  D.  Jervey,  James  E. 
Kirby,  James  W.  May,  Frederick  A.  Nor¬ 
wood,  Albert  C.  Outler,  Lester  B.  Scher¬ 
er,  and  John  A.  Vickers. 

Numerous  bishops  have  also  had 
articles  printed:  Nall,  Cannon,  Garber, 
Palmer,  Hagen,  Finger,  Short,  King 
(Willis  J.),  Warman,  Gattinoni. 

Sikh  war  avoids 
Methodist  work 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  bloody 
conflict  between  militant  Sikhs  and  the 
Indian  Army  in  Punjab  State,  which  took 
the  lives  of  hundreds  of  people  June  5  and 
6,  has  not  involved  the  Christian  com¬ 
munity  directly  but  has  disrupted  life 
throughout  the  northern  state. 

Dr.  Forrest  C.  Eggleston,  head  of  the 
700-bed  United  Methodist-related  Lud¬ 
hiana  Christian  Medical  College  and  hos¬ 
pital  in  the  Punjab’s  largest  city,  told  the 
Rev.  Charles  Reynolds,  director  of  Lud¬ 
hiana's  New  York  office,  in  a  telephone 
conversation  June  13.  that  the  roads  to 
Amritsar  and  Firozpur  were  still  closed. 

Amritsar  was  the  scene  of  fierce 
fighting  when  the  army  entered  the 
Sikhs’  Golden  Temple,  the  holiest  shrine 
of  a  holy  city. 


country  when  we’ve  made  so  many  ef¬ 
forts  to  achieve  equal  opportunity  for  all, 
especially  women  and  minorities. 

“I  hope  people  of  goodwill  will  not  be 
thwarted  by  the  decision  but  will  have 
even  more  resolve  to  assure  equality.” 

The  ruling  “has  far-reaching  and 
dangerous  implications  for  our  society,” 
Haviland  C.  Houston,  general  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  told 
United  Methodist  News  Service. 

“It  is  not  difficult  to  appreciate  the 
emotional  and  understandable  issues 
around  the  question  of  seniority,”  Dr. 
Houston  said.  “However,  it  was  this  sys¬ 
tem  of  seniority  that  had  blocked  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  women  and  ethnic  minorities 
in  all  systems,  including  the  church." 

These  two  views  generally  were  shared 
by  others  contacted  for  reaction  by  the 
denomination’s  news  service. 

One  who  apparently  believes  the  de¬ 
cision  has  broad  implications  is  Attorney 
General  William  French  Smith.  Mr. 
Smith  was  quoted  in  news  reports  as  say¬ 
ing  the  June  12  ruling  means  that  “fed¬ 
eral  courts  cannot  impose  quotas  based 
upon  racial  considerations  in  employ¬ 
ment  relationships.” 

Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp,  Springfield, 
Ill.,  president  of  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  said  the  decision  “symbolizes 
our  current  retreat  from  affirmative  ac¬ 
tion  and  the  civil  rights  gains  of  the  1960s. 
If  United  Methodists  really  take 
seriously  the  ethnic  minority  priority  es¬ 
tablished  by  the  General  Conference  we 
must  be  about  reversing  this  national 
direction.” 

The  Rev.  Maurice  E.  Culver,  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  who  heads  Project  Equal¬ 


ity,  called  the  decision  “a  victory  for  the 
Reagan  administration  that  has  been 
working  to  eliminate  many  of  the  gains  in 
the  battle  to  achieve  equal  employment 
opportunity.  (It)  is  being  communicated 
as  a  signal  to  employers  to  disregard 
needed  efforts  to  overcome  the  patterns 
of  inequality  and  unequal  employment  of 
minorities  and  women  in  the  work¬ 
place.” 

The  1984  General  Conference  approved 
without  opposition  two  separate  reso¬ 
lutions  supporting  affirmative  action.  In 
doing  so,  the  delegates  refffirmed  a 
position  taken  in  1980. 

“Intentional  implementation  of  af¬ 
firmative  action  programs  and  pro¬ 
cedures”  at  all  levels  of  the  church  is 
called  for  in  one  of  the  statements.  In  re¬ 
affirming  the  1980  stand,  the  General 
Conference  said  “Affirmative  action 
plays  an  important  role  in  ‘releasing  cap¬ 
tives’  and  ‘setting  the  oppressed  at 
liberty.’  ” 

Justice  Harry  A.  Blackmun,  the  only 
United  Methodist  on  the  Supreme  Court, 
was  one  of  three  dissenters  from  the 
majority  opinion.  In  his  dissent,  Justice 
Blackmun  charged  that  the  majority 
opinion  strained  to  reach  issues  not  raised 
by  the  case. 

Church  and  Society  board’s  Dr. 
Houston  called  on  “committed  lay 
people,  as  well  as  clergy,  to  use  their  in¬ 
fluence  in  every  sphere  of  their  lives  to 
ensure  that  women  and  men  of  all  races 
have  equal  opportunity  and  to  work 
legislatively  to  restore  Title  VII  to  its 
rightful  place  at  the  heart”  of  the  1964 
Civil  Rights  Act. 


the  church  today 


SMU  students  to  “cover” 
political  conventions 

DALLAS  (SMU)  —  Selected  Southern 
Methodist  University  students  will  be  in¬ 
volved  in  the  largest  classroom  of  their 
lives  when  they  take  part  in  a  summer 
school  program  that  allows  them  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  Democratic  National  Con¬ 
vention  in  San  Francisco  and/or 
the  Republican  National  Convention 
in  Dallas. 

Journalism  professor  Darwin  Payne 
and  political  science  professor  Virginia 
Currey,  who  together  won  a  national  a- 
ward  for  their  similar  innovative 
summer  school  program  in  1980,  will  ac¬ 
company  their  students  to  both  conven¬ 
tions.  James  Brown,  political  science 
professor,  will  oversee  his  students’  par¬ 
ticipation  at  the  Republican  convention. 

Women’s  rights  leader 
dies  at  age  101 

CINCINNATI  (UMNS)  -  Ila  Marshall 
Turpeau,  widow  of  a  prominent  United 
Methodist  minister  and  mother  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  top  evangelism  executive 
the  Rev.  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly,  died  in 
Richmond,  Va.,  June  16.  She  was  101. 

Mrs.  Turpeau  —  born  in  Galveston, 
Texas,  on  July  15,  1882  —  was  the  widow 
of  the  Rev.  David  D.  Turpeau  Sr.,  a  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  and  a  four-term  member 
of  the  Ohio  House  of  Representatives. 

When  she  and  her  husband  moved  to 
the  former  Washington  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  in  the  early  1900s,  Mrs.  Turpeau 
became  an  outspoken  leader  in  the  battle 
for  women’s  rights  as  well  as  a  leader  in 
the  women's  temperance  movement. 

Earlier  this  month,  Garrett-Evangeli¬ 
cal  Theological  Seminary  in  Evanston, 
Ill.,  established  a  scholarship  fund  for 
ethnic  minority  clergywomen  in  honor  of 
Mrs.  Turpeau. 

Human  relations  leader, 

UM  pastor  dies  at  65 

ENGLEWOOD,  N.J.  (UMNS)  -  The 
Rev.  Walter  Scott  Taylor,  pastor  of  Gali¬ 
lee  United  Methodist  Church  here  and 
the  first  black  mayor  of  Englewood,  died 
of  cancer  in  Englewood  Hospital  June  16 
after  a  three-month  illness.  He  was  65. 

He  was  a  brother  of  retired  Bishop 
Prince  Taylor,  former  leader  of  the  New 
Jersey  Area,  and  of  the  Rev.  Wendell  P. 
C.  Taylor,  retired  member  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Conference. 

Walter  Scott  Taylor  had  been  pastor  of 
Galilee  Church  since  1952.  He  also 
founded,  edited  and  published  The  Torch- 
bearer,  a  weekly  community  paper. 

For  seven  years  he  led  the  Bergen 
County  Chapter  of  the*National  Associa¬ 
tion  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored 
People.  In  the  mid-1950s  he  was  leader  of 
a  successful  drive  to  integrate  the  Engle¬ 
wood  schools.  Then  he  turned  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  public  housing,  serving  as  urban 
renewal  commissioner  and  a  member  of 
the  housing  authority.  He  received 
numerous  awards  for  his  human  rela¬ 
tions  work. 

Maine  United  Methodists 
publish  history  of  women 

WINTHROP,  Maine  -  The  Maine 
Annual  Conference  has  just  released  a 


ordination  in  the  Maine  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  book  is  published  by  the  Maine 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role 
of  Women  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  comes  with  a  study  guide 
for  use  as  a  program  resource.  The 
book  costs  $3.50  plus  75{  postage  and 
handling.  It  may  be  obtained  by  writing 
Maine  COSROW,  226  Bradley  St.,  Port¬ 
land,  Maine  04103. 

Businessman  donates 
$1  million  to  seminary 

ATLANTA  —  A  gift  of  $1  million  from 
Atlanta  businessman  O.  Wayne  Rollins, 
chairman  and  chief  executive  officer  of 
Rollins  Inc.,  will  establish  a  program  in 
pastoral  supervision  and  church  minis¬ 
tries  at  the  Candler  School  of  Theology  at 
Emory  University. 

The  gift  will  fund  a  professorship  in 
practical  theology  and  church  minis¬ 
tries,  support  a  number  of  scholarships 
for  student  pastors  and  establish  and 
support  a  permanent  endowment  for  con¬ 
tinuing  funding  of  these  programs. 

El  Salvador  sentences 
5  in  nuns’  deaths 

By  Religious  News  Service 

Five  enlisted  members  of  El  Salva¬ 
dor’s  national  guard  have  been  sen¬ 
tenced  to  the  maximum  penalty  of  30 
years  in  prison  for  the  murders  of  four 
American  churchwomen  in  1980. 

The  five  were  convicted  on  May  24  of 
aggravated  homicide  in  the  murders  of 
Catholic  nuns  Ita  Ford.  Maura  Clarke, 
Dorothy  Kazel  and  lay  church  worker 
Jean  Donovan. 

William  P.  Ford,  brother  of  Ms.  Ford 
and  spokesman  for  the  slain  church- 
women’s  families,  had  called  the  convic¬ 
tions  “a  good  first  step.”  But  he  added 
that  “the  families  and  the  American  peo¬ 
ple  now  have  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
who  ordered,  who  directed,  who  covered 
up,  and  who  paid  for  these  crimes.  ” 

Discipleship  board  fills 
2  staff  positions 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  A  noted 
preacher-storyteller  and  a  Hispanic 
pastor  with  extensive  experience  in  com¬ 
munity  action  have  been  added  to  the 
staff  of  the’ United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  Rev.  Michael  E.  Williams  of 
Columbia,  Tenn.,  will  become  director  of 
preaching  and  worship  resources  in  the 
Section  on  Worship,  effective  July  1 . 

The  Rev.  Arturo  Mariscal,  pastor  of 
Emmanuel  UMC  in  Austin,  Texas, 
became  director  of  evangelism 
ministries  June  15. 

Dr.  Williams  is  associate  pastor  of 
First  UMC  in  Columbia.  An  experienced 
actor,  playwright  and  drama  teacher,  he 
has  led  a  number  of  workshops  on  the 
arts  across  the  church.  He  is  well-known 
as  a  poet  and  storyteller,  and  has  written 
curriculum  materials  for  youth  and 
children. 

Mr.  Mariscal  served  for  four  years  as 
director  of  the  Good  Neighbor  Settlement 
House  in  Brownsville,  Texas,  and  has 
been  a  consultant  on  parish  development 
for  the  Rio  Grande  Conference. 


history  of  women  in  Maine  Methodism. 
Through  the  Women’s  Sphere  by  Patricia 
Jewett  glimpses  into  lives  of  women  who 
are  responsible  for  the  growth  of  Maine 
Methodism  over  the  past  200  years. 

Ms.  Jewett  is  a  student  at  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity  School  of  Theology  and  is  seeking 

A  new  dimension  in  church  stationery  Raised 
printing  that  looks  like  engraving  Beautiful1  Write 
lor  kit  showing  quality  type  faces  colors  and 

prices  4s*  about  out  calling  cam  service 
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THE  UPPER  ROOM,  1908  Grand  Avenue.  P.0.  Box  189,  Nashville.  TN  37202 
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Corinth  Student  Wins  Honor 
Medal  at  Millsaps  College 


Suzannah  Marie  Bowie 

of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  to 
enter  seminary  or  graduate  school  to 
prepare  for  this  responsibility 


LIC  TV  Committee  Plans  For  84-85  Year 


with  Dean  Pulliam,  President  of  the  Children  and  Family  Section  on  the  right.  Also 
shown  above  are  Methodist  Children's  Hospital  Director  Terrel  DeVille,  on  the  left, 
and  Dr.  Moses  Jackson,  Superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District,  who 
was  a  devotional  speaker  for  the  Monday  session. 


Childcare  Administrators 


Gather  at  Lafayette 


Administrators  of  United  Methodist 
child  care  agencies  from  throughout  the 
United  States  gathered  in  Lafayette  June 
24-28  for  their  annual  workshop.  This 
event  was  sponsored  by  the  National 
Association  of  United  Methodist  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  and  hosted  by  the 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home. 

Administrators  and  their  families  were 
treated  to  traditional  Louisiana 
hospitality  which  included  a  crawfish 
boil  and  a  tour  of  Acadiana  with  stops  at 
Avery  Island  and  St.  Martinville.  MCH 


Executive  Director,  Terrel  DeVille 
expressed  his  pleasure  in  the  group's 
decision  to  meet  in  Louisiana  this 
summer.  DeVille  said,  "We  at  Methodist 
Children's  Home  wanted  to  show  our 
friends  from  throughout  the  country  just 
what  fine  people  we  have  in  our  state  and 
in  our  conference." 

Each  day’s  agenda  began  with  a 
devotional  led  by  ministers  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  The  speakers 
were  Moses  Jackson,  Dan  Johline, 
Conrad  Edwards,  and  Calvin  Lapuyade. 


Suzannah  Marie  Bowie,  of  Corinth,  has 
been  recognized  by  Millsaps  College  for 
her  outstanding  academic  achievements 
with  the  awarding  of  the  Pendergrass 
Medal  during  recent  Commencement 
exercises  at  the  Jackson  Mississippi 
College. 


Miss  Bowie,  the  first  church  music 
major  to  graduate  from  Millsaps,  is  the 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  L. 
Bowie  of  Corinth.  She  was  graduated 
from  Millsaps  this  spring  with  honors, 
receiving  the  B.A.  in  church  music  and 
voice,  and  plans  to  attend  Southern 
Methodist  University  this  fall  to  pursue  a 
graduate  degree  in  Sacred  Music  and 
Vocal  Performance. 


The  Pendergrass  Medal,  honors  Ed¬ 
ward  J.  Pendergrass,  resident  bishop  of 
the  Jackson  area  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  from  1964  to  1972.  It  is  awarded  to 
the  outstanding  senior  student  who  plans 
to  enter  one  of  the  professional  ministries 


Minden  UM  Men  Reorganize 

The  Methodist  Men  of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Minden.  recently 
reorganized.  Reverend  James  Poole  (center)  is  shown  presenting  the  charter  to 
Doyle  Sanders  and  Bill  Barkas. 


The  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  Television  Committee  met  recently  to  plan 
for  the  1984-85  TV  series  on  the  Lectionary.  Bishop  Jude  Speyrer,  above  center, 
announced  that  a  $35,000  grant  had  been  received  for  the  coming  year’s  production 
and  satellite  time.  The  committee  members  shown  above  are,  left  to  right:  Dr.  John 
Vickers,  President  of  LIC,  Dr.  Jimmie  Stovall.  Executive  Director  of  LIC,  Bishop 
Speyrer,  Chair  of  the  Committee,  Rev.  Julius  Tipton,  III  and  Bishop  Paul  V. 
Galloway.  Rev.  Ned  Webster,  who  came  later,  and  Rev.  Elwood  Fleming,  the 
photographer,  are  also  members  of  the  committee. 


Minden  Quilt  Show  Raises  $1200 

A  recent  Quilt  Show  and  Salad  Luncheon  attracted  over  350  persons  to  Lakeview 
UM  Church,  Minden.  Sue  Gruber,  on  the  left  above,  chaired  the  Salad  Luncheon  and 
Esta  Pittard,  on  the  right,  directed  the  Quilt  Show.  Some  157  quilts  were  exhibited, 
some  over  120  years  old.  Over  $1200,  raised  through  the  event,  will  be  applied  to  a 
Church  debt. 


Letter  To  The  Editor 


Shared  by 

DR.  PHIL  WOODLAND  and 
DR.  W  ILLIAM  PATRICK 
Dear  Friends, 

Please  accept  my  thanks  and  those  of 
my  family  for  your  generous  assistance 
during  my  stay  at  L.S.U.  During  the  past 
;few  months,  I  have  been  reflecting  on 
;your  kind  gestures.  I  was  indeed  lucky  to 
have  known  all  of  you.  Many,  many 
thanks  for  your  love  and  care. 

I  am  now  working  at  the  Central 
Agricultural  Research  Institute.  (CARD, 
in  Liberia.  I  am  the  head  of  the  Land  and 
Water  Resources  Department/Analyti¬ 
cal  Laboratory.  My  work  involves  plan¬ 
ning  and  directing  research  activities  in 
Soil  Survey,  Soil  Chemistry,  Soil  Fertility, 
Agrometeorology  and  the  Analytical 
Laboratory.  All  of  these  areas  are  very 
crucial  to  food  production.  I  was  indeed 
fortunate  to  have  had  an  opportunity  to 
be  trained  under  your  sponsorship  in 
these  areas  of  research.  I  hope  and  pray 


that  the  Almighty  God  will  bless  each  of 
you.  You  showed  love  and  care  to 
someone  who  needed  love. 

Life  in  Liberia  is  quite  normal.  There  is 
adequate  food  for  most  of  the  people  to 
eat.  I  hope  that  we  will  be  able  to  assist  in 
increasing  the  production  of  food  crops. 

I  am  quite  certain  that  food  production 
will  increase  with  our  efforts.  Presently, 
I  have  two  M.S.  degree  holders  working 
with  me  in  my  department.  The  efforts  of 
all  of  these  individuals  can  only  enhance 
our  capabilities  to  produce  more. 

Please  accept  my  apology  for  not 
writing  sooner.  My  greetings  to  all  the 
United  Methodist  Churches  of  Louisiana. 
Please  keep  up  the  good  work. 

God  be  with  all  of  you  till  we  meet  some 
day. 

Graciously  yours, 
Charles  K.  Mulbah 
Ministry  of 
Agriculture 
Suakoko,  Liberia 


Opening  Services  Held  At  Drew  UM 


Mr.  Ernest  C.  Arnold,  representing  Archives  and  History,  is  shown,  on  the  left, 
presenting  the  Bicentennial  Commemorative  Volume  "200  Years  of  Methodism"  to 
Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway  at  the  Annual  Conference.  According  to  Mr.  Arnold,  the 
response  has  been  excellent  and  he  has  had  to  re-order  the  books. 

They  may  be  purchased  for  $12.95,  including  postage,  through:  Ernest  C.  Arnold, 
4320  General  Pershing,  New  Orleans,  La.  70125. 


,,,  ...  F  ® . . vuiiiiiiuhuj  i  iiiu-u  mnnoaisi  ci 

West  Monroe,  one  of  the  floral  arrangements  was  presented  to  Nan  Salisbury  ai 
father.  Jim  Drew,  who  made  the  property  available  for  the  new  congregation  I 
right  are  J.  Roddy  Taylor,  pastor  of  Met.uire  UM.  West  Monroe  (the  spoil 
church).  Nan  Salisbury,  .lim  Drew  and  l)r.  Douglas  I  .  Metiuire.  Monroe  I) 
Superintendent. 


An  Urgent  Appeal  | 

ij:  Advance  Specials  for  Domestic  Disaster  Relief  are  Urgently  | 
I  needed  by  UMCOR.  Many  floods  and  tornadoes  have  created  | 
*  the  need  in  our  country.  Contributions  and  offerings  should  be  | 
p  labeled  “Special  Appeal  for  Domestic  Disaster  Relief"  and  | 
|  made  payable  to  the  Louisiana  Conference.  They  are  to  be  ijij 
|  reported  on  line  6000  of  an  Advance  Special  sheet.  UMCOR’s  % 
I  goal  is  $750,000.  Remember,  100%  of  our  gifts  goes  directly  to  f 
I  the  relief  of  domestic  disaster.  % 


International  Lesson  Series 


Revolt  Against  Oppression 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Pastor 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 
I  Kings  11:20-33.  12:15-16 

Today  we  begin  a  unit  entitled  "The 
Two  Kingdoms”  which  will  include  five 
lessons,  the  first  being  "Revolt  Against 
Oppression."  In  this  unit  (which  covers 
the  years  between  Solomon’s  death  —  930 
BC  approximately  —  and  the  fall  of 
Epharim  —  Israel  —  to  the  invading 
Assyrians  in  721  BC),  we  shall  ponder  the 
attitudes  which  led  to  the  downfall  of 
both  nations,  Israel  and  Judah.  These 
include  a  growing  disloyalty  to  God, 
injustice,  idolatry,  infidelity  in  foreign 
treaties,  and  the  acceptance  and  practice 
of  fertility  rites  as  a  form  of  worship.  In 
"Revolt  Against  Oppression"  we  find  the 
breaking  up  of  Solomon’s  kingdom,  the 
struggle  between  Rehoboam  and 
Jeroboam  and  the  eventual  separation  of 
Israel  from  Judah. 

Recently  we  have  been  thinking  about 
prophets  and  their  influence  in  the 
shaping  of  the  destiny  of  the  people. 
Israel.  Samuel  anointed  both  Saul  and 
David  as  kings.  Nathan  called  David  to 
task  for  his  immoral  relationship  with 
Bathsheba  and  Uriah.  Today  the  prophet 
Ahijah  has  great  influence  in  the  division 
of  the  kingdom  following  Solomon’s 
death. 

Ahijah  had  been  a  prophet  during  the 
last  years  of  Solomon's  reign.  He  became 
very  worried  about  the  excesses  of  the 
palace  and  actually  protested  many  of 
them.  When  Solomon  began  using  forced 
labor  groups  to  carry  on  the  tremendous 
building  programs  of  the  kingdom,  he 
objected  strongly.  When  Solomon  began 
his  Millo  project  (a  huge  dirt-fill  project 
in  western  Jerusalem  which  was 
designed  to  fill  in  a  valley  and  make  it 
usable  for  building  but  one  that  used 
immense  numbers  of  forced  laborers), 
Ahijah  openly  argued  with  the  king  and 
was  forced  to  leave  the  country,  fleeing 
to  Egypt.  Later  Ahijah  returned  to 
Jerusalem  and,  through  his  prophetic 
office,  told  Jeroboam  that  he  would 
become  leader  of  ten  tribes  while  only 
two  tribes  would  be  left  to  Solomon’s 
heir,  Rehoboam.  This  division  seemed 
logical  for  Solomon  had  used  primarily 
non-Judean  peoples  to  do  this  slave 
labor. 

When  Solomon  died,  Rehoboam  sought 
counsel  concerning  governmental 
policies.  There  were  demands  upon  him 


to  ease  the  dictatorial  hold  the  king  held 
over  his  people  and  to  lighten  the  work 
load  and  tax  demands  put  upon  them. 
Jeroboam  returning  from  exile  in  Egypt, 
joined  in  making  these  demands. 
Rehoboam  felt  threatened  and 
immediately  sought  advice.  First,  from 
Solomon’s  former  advisers  who 
recommended  a  lighter  load.  Then  from 
some  young  peers  who  told  him  he 
needed  to  be  tighter  in  control  and 
tougher  in  his  dealings  with  the  people. 
Rehoboam  then  replied  to  these  demands 
by  telling  the  people,  "My  father  made 
your  yoke  heavy,  but  I  will  add  to  your 
yoke;  my  father  chastised  you  with 
whips,  but  I  will  chastise  you  with 
scorpions.”  (I Kings  12:14) 

The  people  turned  to  Jeroboam. 
Rehoboam  tried  to  keep  the  people  in 
submission  by  sending  a  taskmaster, 
Adoram,  to  enforce  even  more  labor  but 
the  people  stoned  Adoram  to  death  and 
made  Jeroboam  king  over  the  northern 
area  which  became  known  as  Ephraim 
or  Israel.  The  kingdom  was  divided, 
never  to  be  united  again.  Jerusalem  no 
longer  had  control  over  the  northern 
kingdom.  Politically,  it  was  far  away. 
And,  economically,  socially  it  had 
become  a  place  of  enslavement  for  the 
people  who  were  non- Judean.  Jeroboam 
began  with  high  expectations  but  really 
failed  to  do  much  better  than  Judah.  For 
one  thing,  he  caused  two  calves  of  gold  to 
be  set  up  as  signs  that  no  longer  would 
the  people  have  to  go  to  Jerusalem  to 
worship.  And  this  became  idolatry 
wherein  the  people  worshipped  idols 
rather  than  the  one  true  God.  Revolt 
against  oppression  gave  only  a  brief 
respite  for  the  new  kingdoms  were  fast 
declining  in  power,  in  influence  and  in 
dedication  to  God. 

Why  is  it  that  people  revolt  against  one 
oppressor  only  to  submit  themselves  to 
another?  Why  is  it  that  a  reformer  will 
fight  against  excesses  but,  when 
successful  in  his  fight,  will  begin  a 
round  of  new  excesses?  How  many 
liberators  have  become  tyrants!  It 
seems  to  me  that  when  peoples  and/or 
nations  forget  the  God  who  is  creator  and 
sustainer  and  rely  on  their  own  devices 
for  security  and  strength  these  peoples 
and  these  nations  begin  their  decline. 
When  we  refuse  to  acknowledge  our  utter 
dependence  upon  God  and  follow  our  own 
wills  instead  of  His,  we  become  common 
rather  than  special,  inferior  rather  than 
great  and  lost  rather  than  found. 


ij; 

* - Editorial - ? 

| 

The  Three  Conferences 


£  Two  down  and  one  to  go  — 
£  Conferences  that  is.  General 
Conference  can  only  be  more 
accurately  evaluated  as  time  goes  by. 
j:  The  26%  "Lid"  on  the  budget  will  not 
•:  only  help  the  local  church  mend  its 
•:  fences,  but  build  new  ones.  The 
•:  enormous  evangelistic  projection  can, 
if  worked  at  with  dedication,  change 
:|i  the  role  and  the  future  of  United 
5  Methodism. 

>:  However,  I’m  concerned  that  we 

::  didn’t  take  "Peace  With  Justice" 
j;  more  seriously.  Our  bishops  gave  us 
j:  an  extremely  strong  statement  on 
•:  peace  and  the  futility  of  nuclear  war. 
j:  The  General  Conference  gave 
■j  approval  to  the  peace  proposals  of  the 
j:  Board  of  Church  and  Society.  But,  the 
:•  funding  was  left  to  the  observance  of 
■:  World  Order  Sunday.  This  makes  two 
:•  successive  quadrennia  that  Peace 
:•  with  Justice  has  received  approval 
ij  but  minimal  funding.  I  submit  to  you 
:•  that  if  peace  —  with  justice  and  not 
•|  unilateral  disarmament  —  is  not 
made  a  top  priority  of  the  Christian 
•:  Church,  many  of  our  other  good 
•j  programs  may  be  senseless. 

•:  Our  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

j:  was  a  happy  celebration,  as  I 
j:  indicated  in  the  lead  story  in  last 
week’s  Louisiana  United  Methodist.  I 
:•  appreciated  Bishop  Galloway  and  the 
:•  dignity  and  enjoyment  he  brought  to 
:•  the  Conference,  We  had  good 
preaching  from  Merlin  and  Bishop 
Crutchfield,  and  regardless  of  what 
•:  some  say,  preaching  enhances  a 


Conference,  as  it  does  a  local  church.  S 
But,  on  Wednesday  night,  when  1000 
tongues  (or  more)  sang  "O  For  A  | 
Thousand  Tongues,"  the  Conference  >: 
closed  on  a  high  note.  We  had  enjoyed  | 
our  Bicentennial  drama,  "Strangely  $ 
Warmed"  and  were  "sent  out"  to  our  % 
assignments  as  Bishop  Galloway  read  ;ij 
and  "fixed"  the  appointments.  This 
again  made  me  glad  that  I  was  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  preacher.  I  think  we  all  \\ 
felt  this  spirit  as  we  left  the  jij 
Conference. 

Our  transition  to  the  South  Central  >j 
Jurisdictional  Conference,  to  be  held  j: 
in  Lubbock,  Texas  July  16-19,  was  the  :j: 
unanimous  nomination  of  Dr.  Woody  j: 
Hearn  for  the  episcopacy.  Three  j: 
bishops  must  be  elected  at  Lubbock.  \\ 
The  Nebraska,  Texas  and  Louisiana 
Conferences  will  see  Bishop  Monk  i> 
Bryan,  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  and 
Bishop  Paul  Galloway  retire.  Dr.  ij 
Hearn  certainly  has  to  be  one  of  the  ij 
leading  candidates  of  the  Jurisdiction.  <: 

However,  we  must  remember  that  j: 
Louisiana  will  also  be  getting  a  new  j; 
bishop.  We  do  not  know  who  this  will  j; 
be  at  this  time.  We  only  know  that,  j; 
should  Dr.  Hearn  be  elected,  he  would  i; 
not  be  assigned  to  his  home  area.  So  i; 
this  is  a  time  to  seek  God’s  guidance  j; 
and  be  prayerful  for  our  new  bishop,  !  j 
whoever  he  (there  is  hardly  a  she  in  i; 
contention)  may  be.  It  is  also  a  time  to  ij 
affirm  the  Jurisdictional  Delegation  ij 
from  our  Conference  as  they  i| 
represent  us  at  Lubbock. 

— E.F. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 
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Editor 

Christians  should  refute  baseless 
attacks  on  any  segment  of  church 


It  may  take  the  form  of  a  tract  placed 
under  the  windshield  wiper  of  your  car. 
You  may  first  see  it  as  a  paid  advertise¬ 
ment  in  your  daily  newspaper.  Or  it  may 
appear  as  an  unsolicited  brochure  in 
your  mailbox. 

“It"  is  a  new  wave  of  vicious  attacks 
on  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  its 
leaders.  The  most  visible  perpetrator  of 
these  attacks  appears  to  be  the  Tony  and 
Susan  Alamo  Foundation,  an  arm  of  the 
“Alamo  Church,"  based  in  Alma,  Arkan¬ 
sas. 

A  main  weapon  of  the  Alamo  group  is  a 
widely  circulated  tract  entitled  “The 
Pope's  Secrets."  It  alleges  that  past  and 
present  Roman  Catholic  leaders  caused 
the  U.S.  Civil  War,  ordered  the  assassi¬ 
nations  of  presidents  Lincoln  and  Ken¬ 
nedy,  and  now  sponsor  “every  major  ter¬ 
rorist  group  in  the  world."  The  tract 
claims  that  the  Vatican  controls  all  U.S. 
government  agencies  and  most  major 
news  organizations.  And  it  seeks  to  iden¬ 
tify  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  with  bib¬ 
lical  references  to  the  anti-Christ. 

Reasonable  persons  may  wonder  how 
anyone  could  be  taken  in  by  such  wild 
claims  and  wrong-headed  uses  of  Scrip¬ 
ture.  Yet  the  Alamo  organization  claims 
a  worldwide  “following”  of  more  than  4 
million  persons  who  presumably  agree 
with  its  allegations.  Even  if  the  group’s 
actual  numbers  are  smaller,  the  anti- 
Catholic  appeal  of  the  Alamo  organiza¬ 
tion  and  similar  extremist  groups  operat¬ 
ing  under  the  guise  of  Christianity  should 
stir  righteous  indignation  among  all 
Christians. 

Although  the  Alamo  group  identifies  it¬ 
self  as  a  Christian  church,  we  find  little 
in  its  material  of  a  Christ-like  spirit.  The 
materials  we  have  seen  seem  more  like 
something  from  a  cult  centered  on  Tony 
Alamo  and  his  late  wife  than  on  the  lord- 


ship  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  group’s  broad¬ 
side  attack  on  one  branch  of  Christianity 
appears  to  be  motivated  more  by  self- 
serving  interests  and  hatred  than  by  love 
for  Christ’s  church. 

We  need  not  defend  every  aspect  of 
Roman  Catholicism’s  long  and  at  times 
dishonorable  history  to  recognize  Mr. 
Alamo’s  charges  for  what  they  are:  a  re¬ 
hash  of  anti-Catholic  feelings  and  rumors 
that  is  supported  by  neither  the  bulk  of 
history  nor  by  common  sense.  And  Mr. 
Alamo’s  method  of  quoting  the  Bible  out 
of  context  to  support  his  organization’s 
outlandish  claims  is  not  a  responsible 
way  to  use  God’s  Word. 

Some  people  are  likely  to  accept  Mr. 
Alamo’s  claims  at  face  value  because  of 
ignorance,  prejudice  or  a  desire  to  identi¬ 
fy  a  scapegoat  for  the  world’s  ills.  Others 
will  assume  wrongly  that  materials  like 
“The  Pope’s  Secrets”  represent-  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  hostility  toward  Roman  Cath¬ 
olics  by  a  legitimate  segment  of  Protes¬ 
tant  Christianity.  In  either  case,  such  at- 
•  tacks  undermine  the  efforts  of  all 
branches  of  Christianity  to  present  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  credibly  to  an  al¬ 
ready  skeptical  world. 

We  as  Christians  should  not  hesitate  to 
examine  criticisms  leveled  against  the 
church.  Nor  should  we  be  unwilling  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  validity  in  such  criticisms 
when  they  are  buttressed  by  evidence. 
But  we  should  be  equally  prepared  to  re¬ 
fute  scurrilous  charges  against  the 
church  —  like  those  leveled  by  the  Alamo 
group  against  Roman  Catholicism  — 
when  they  surface  in  our  midst.  A  pas¬ 
sive  attitude  in  face  of  such  untruthful  at¬ 
tacks  is  itself  indefensible.  An  attack  on 
any  member  of  the  Christian  family 
should  be  looked  upon  and  dealt  with  as 
an  attack  on  all  Christians  and  on  the 
gospel  of  Christ. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 
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JULY  6,  1984 


Here  I  Stand 


UMC  needs  a  new  agenda 
to  meet  priorities  o  f  new 

*  **  ^  Thelma  Stevens 


X  WOAiPEfc  IF 
NIV  THIHKU4& 
MAY  8£  TURNEP 
INQPR-OUT 


A  distinction  we  should  relinquish 


We  are  disturbed  by  a  recent  study 
which  shows  the  United  States  consis¬ 
tently  to  be  the  world’s  leading  exporter 
of  weapons  to  developing  nations.  And 
our  lead  is  growing,  according  to  the  Con¬ 
gressional  Research  Service  which  pre¬ 
pared  the  study. 

Here  is  what  the  Research  Service,  a 
non-partisan  division  of  the  U.S.  Library 
of  Congress,  found: 

•  The  U.S.  share  of  all  military  sales 
to  non-industrialized  nations  rose  from  32 
percent  in  1982  to  39  percent  in  1983. 

•  Similar  sales  for  the  same  period  by 
the  Soviet  Union  declined  from  27  per¬ 
cent  to  17  percent. 

•  The  U.S.  total  of  $9.68  billion  in  arms 
sales  in  1983  was  nearly  equal  to  that  of 
all  communist  nations  combined,  and 
more  than  half  of  all  sales  by  nori-com- 
munist  nations  during  the  year. 

Such  “leadership"  is  not  the  kind  in 
which  U.S.  citizens,  and  particularly 
those  of  us  who  identify  ourselves  as  fol¬ 
lowers  of  Jesus  Christ  can  properly  take 
pride.  Among  other  things,  the  dubious 
distinction  of  being  the  world’s  leading 
arms  merchant  lends  support  to  those 
who  contend,  however  unjustly,  that  the 
U.S.,  and  not  the  Soviet  Union,  is  the 
chief  “exporter  of  violence"  in  the  world. 

While  affirming  the  legitimate  need  of 
all  countries  for  a  means  of  national  de¬ 
fense,  we  agree  with  Senator  Mark  Hat¬ 
field,  chairman  of  the  senate  committee 
that  released  the  report,  that  “indiscrim¬ 
inately  selling  arms  to  whichever  coun¬ 
tries  have  the  resources  to  purchase 
them"  is  “shortsighted.”  Like  our  na¬ 
tion’s  own  unprecedented  peacetime 
arms  buildup  that  is  currently  taking 
place,  this  policy  seems  to  be  based  in 


part  on  the  morally  and  militarily  ques¬ 
tionable  assumption  that  massive  pre¬ 
paration  for  war  is  the  surest  way  to  pro¬ 
mote  peace.  And  it  seems  to  ignore  the 
likelihood  that  the  Soviet  Union  will  re¬ 
gard  our  arms  exportation  as  a  facet  of 
the  arms  race  which  they  must  match  or 
exceed. 

Increasing  the  availability  of  arms  to 
unstable  and  sometimes  tyrannical  gov¬ 
ernments  in  the  world’s  “hot  spots"  by 
either  or  both  of  the  superpowers  in¬ 
creases  the  likelihood  that  violence,  and 
not  peaceful  negotiation,  will  continue  to 
be  a  “normal”  means  of  settling  disputes 
between  nations.  We  believe  that  likeli¬ 
hood  to  be  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  vast 
majority  of  the  world’s  people.  More  im¬ 
portant,  we  believe  it  is  contrary  to  God’s 
will  for  humanity. 

As  Christians,  we  should  urge  our  poli¬ 
tical  leaders  —  both  those  now  in  office 
and  those  running  for  election  —  to  com¬ 
mit  themselves  to  policies  which  will  con¬ 
vincingly  demonstrate  to  the  world  that 
our  nation  is  genuinely  committed  to  the 
cause  of  peace.  As  a  minimal  step,  we 
should  call  for  a  review,  and  eventually 
elimination,  of  a  policy  which  speaks  the 
language  of  peace  while  “indiscriminate¬ 
ly”  supplying  the  weapons  of  war  to  any 
nation  that  can  afford  to  buy  them. 


My  Witness 

God  is  at  work 
as  life  in  the 
midst  of  death 

By  GEORGE  LEWIS 

For  almost  3,000  years  multitudes  of 
God’s  people  have  sung  these  words  from 
Psalm  122:  “Our  feet  have  been  standing 
within  your  gates,  0  Jerusalem!”  They 
have  voiced  a  peculiar  joy  of  being  in  the 
holy  city  or  expressed  a  yearning  for  that 
experience.  In  this  world,  Jerusalem  has 
been  and  remains  a  spiritual  home  for 
countless  believers. 

From  what  different  motives  these 
have  journeyed  to  claim  their  legacy! 
For  Jews,  Christians  and  Moslems,  it  has 
been  a  place  of  pilgrimage  —  for  us,  to 
“walk  where  Jesus  walked”  and  “feel 
His  presence  there.” 

That  was  where  a  conquered  people 
was  heavily  taxed  and  condemned  crimi¬ 
nals  were  crucified. 

For  Christian  crusaders  in  the  11th- 
13th  centuries,  that  land  triggered  many 
wars  in  the  attempt  to  wrest  control  of  it 
from  so-called  infidels  —  with  incredible 
suffering  and  tragic  loss  of  life. 

Nowadays  tourists  cover  the  land,  hop¬ 
ing  to  find  fresh  inspiration  for  life  and  to 
escape  injury  in  the  cross-fire  of  the 
Arab-Israeli  conflict. 

It’s  likely  that  we  latter-day  pilgrims 
will  find  there  what  one  finds  everywhere 
—  life  in  the  midst  of  death.  And  yet  a 
biblically  based  faith  should  impress  us 
uniquely  in  the  Holy  Lands  that  God  is  at 
work  in  the  worst  human  circumstances 
to  bring  salvation  to  His  children. 
There  .  .  .  and  here. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
George  Lewis,  is  pastor  of  the  Argyle 
UMC  in  Argyle,  Texas  (North  Texas  Con¬ 
ference). 


iauii;na;« 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III;  Director  of 
Operations  and  Personnel,  Daniel  J 
Louis;  Business:  William  C.  Strick 
land,  Circulation  Director;  Ken 
Thornton,  Comptroller.  Conference 
Editions:  Donald  Small,  Assistant 
Editor;  Local  Editions:  John  Leh¬ 
man,  Assistant  Editor;  Editorial : 
John  A.  Lovelace,  Managing  Editor; 
Roy  Beck,  Douglas  Cannon  and  Ste¬ 
phen  Swecker,  Associate  Editors; 
Sheron  Covington  and  Susan  Carroll, 
Staff  Writers;  Production:  George 
Wilhelm,  Manager;  Victor  Garza, 
Composition  Manager,  Cecil  Cope¬ 
land,  Data  Processing  and  Mailing 
Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Keporter  <  USPSKW500 )  is 
owned  by  the  United  Methodist  Conferences  of 
Texas  and  \ew  Mexico  and  published  weekly  by 
the  Newspaper  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council,  Z520  W.  Commerce  St.. 
Dallas.  TX  75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  135-year 
publishing  tradition  of  the  Texas  Methodist  news¬ 
paper  The  Keporter  maintains  no  official  relation¬ 
ship  to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference 
or  to  any  of  the  denomination's  general  boards  or 
agencies,  but  does  serve  as  the  official  publication 
for  40  United  Methodist  annual  conferences  which 
publish  special  regional  editions. 

The  Keporter  maintains  an  independent  editorial 
policy  aimed  at  providing  its  readers  with  a  broad 
spectrum  of  information  and  viewpoints  consistent 
with  the  pluralism  of  views  held  by  I'nited  Method¬ 
ism's  membership.  Editorial  opinions  expressed 
are  not  necessarily  those  of  the  publisher  or  of  the 
conferences  served  by  the  Reporter,  but  represent 
the  opinions  of  the  Reporter's  editorial  staff. 
Signed  letters  and  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in 
the  Keporter  reflect  the  views  of  the  author  and  not 
necessarily  those  of  the  Reporter  staff  Paid  ads 
are  screened  before  acceptance,  but  not  editorially 
endorsed. 

SEND  CORRESPONDENCE  AND 
ADDRESS  CHANGES  TO: 

P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas.  TX  75222 
Phone  :  <214)  630-6495 
( Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes.  > 

Individual  subscriptions:  $12.00  per  year  lor  na¬ 
tional  edition,  rates  for  subscriptions  to  Annual 
Conference  editions,  and  for  groups  of  10  or  more 
national  edition  subscriptions  available  upon 
request 

Second  Class  Postage  paid  in  Dallas.  Texas 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address 
changes  to:  The  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas.  TX 
75222. 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Church  members  desire 
practical  way  to  use  talent 


A  young  Hispanic  banker  was  obvious¬ 
ly  frustrated  as  we  walked  from  our  Sun¬ 
day  School  class. 

We  had  just  heard  the  fourth  guest 
speaker  in  as  many  months  talk  about 
the  enormous  disparity  between  the 
wealth  in  the  United  States  and  the  pov¬ 
erty  in  Third  World  nations. 

“You  know,"  the  banker  said  to  me, 
“these  people  keep  coming  in  here  and 
making  us  feel  guilty  about  what  we  have 
and  the  problems  in  other  countries.  But 
why  don’t  they  ever  tell  us  what  we’re 
supposed  to  do?” 

I  had  no  answer.  The  guest  speaker’s 
analysis  of  problems  in  Latin  America 
had  made  a  lot  of  sense  to  me.  But  the 
banker’s  comments  reminded  me  that 
business  people,  technicians,  farmers 
and  manufacturing  people  who  fill  our 
churches  typically  are  action-oriented 
folks.  Confronted  with  a  problem  that  is 
important  in  their  jobs,  they  are  used  to 
looking  for  practical  solutions. 

Earl  Miner,  the  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  who  designed  the  “UM  peace  ma¬ 
chine”  for  Third  World  nations  is  such  a 
person  (see  related  story  in  this  issue). 

He  says  that  if  the  church  is  going  to 
tap  into  the  resources  of  its  members  for 
its  missions  and  social  projects,  it  needs 
to  offer  them  ways  to  use  their  technical 
skills. 

“The  church  leadership  is  top-heavy 
with  social  thinkers,”  Mr.  Miner  says. 
“That  makes  a  lot  of  lay  people  frus¬ 
trated  because  they  know  it  takes  hard¬ 
ware  to  bring  about  changes. 

“Our  pews  are  full  of  technical  people. 
If  you  give  them  something  technical  to 
relate  to,  they  will."  That's  why  his 
TRAG  vehicle  is  “catching  on,"  he  says. 

“A  lot  of  our  people  simply  can’t  relate 
to  some  of  the  social  and  political  pro¬ 
grams  of  the  church”  because  they  are 
so  theoretical.  But  people  do  relate  to 
“visible,  tangible  symbols  of  our  love 
and  care,"  Mr.  Miner  says 

I  think  Earl  Miner  is  on  to  something. 
When  I  see  what  a  few  laypersons  in  Min- 


Roy  Beck 

nesota  have  accomplished  by  joining 
their  Christian  concern  with  their  techni¬ 
cal  skills  (see  related  story  in  this  issue), 
I’m  in  awe  of  the  apparent  potential  of 
United  Methodist  laity. 

I  doubt  the  church  can  or  should  be¬ 
come  the  place  where  we  turn  to  find 
exactly  what  we’re  supposed  to  do  about 
the  deep  problems  in  the  world.  But  I 
think  we’re  seeing  some  good  examples 
of  how  the  church  can  encourage  persons 
to  find  talents  within  themselves  for 
doing  something  practical  in  the  name  of 
Christ. 

If  that’s  the  case,  we  may  find  that  • 
some  of  the  do-little  pew  sitters  who  we 
imagined  were  burying  the  one  talent 
God  gave  them  actually  are  the  ones  God 
blessed  with  10  talents. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


BY  THELMA  STEVENS 

I  feel  called  to  express  deep  concern 
about  the  “priorities"  of  the  United 
Methodist  Bicentennial  General  Confer¬ 
ence  of  1984.  I  went  to  Baltimore  for  my 
13th  consecutive  General  Conference.  I 
had  some  great  hopes  for  my  church  as 
we  move  into  the  Third  Century  of  our 
life.  However,  as  the  conference  contin¬ 
ued  for  two  weeks,  I  became  both  puzzled 
and  troubled.  My  concern  increased. 
This  Bicentennial  General  Conference 
adjourned  without  taking  any  special  ac¬ 
count  of  the  new  challenges  of  the  New 
Century  —  even  as  it  seems  crystal  clear 
that  already  the  new  day  with  its  new 
calling  confronts  us. 

We  had  a  glorious  celebration  of  the 
past  —  but  we  forgot  the  future!  Many  of 
the  programs  and  policies  that  were 
adopted  are  essential  in  the  continuity  of 
the  church's  life.  Even  so  the  need  for  a 
“Clarion  Call”  to  take  stock  of  the  new 
tasks  of  the  new  day  in  the  Third  Century 
of  our  church’s  life  should  have  been  the 
heart  of  the  “celebration”  of  Christ’s 
calling  to  us. 

I  listened  to  the  Episcopal  Address, 
hoping  for  a  new  prophetic  call  to  con¬ 
front  the  urgent  priorities  of  a  new  day: 
No  rallying  call  to  a  worthy  witness  in  a 
new  century  came  forth.  The  “para¬ 
graphs”  calling  for  support  of  relevant 
and  urgent  action  for  peace  seemed  to  be 
a  relevant  challenge,  but  no  action  plans 
and  program  priorities  came  forth  to 
really  guide  us  toward  the  peace  we  pro¬ 
fess  to  seek. 

The  Legislative  Committees  all  had 
“overweight”  time-consuming  responsi¬ 
bilities  to  confront.  The  general  boards 
and  agencies,  under  attack  in  some  in¬ 
stances,  had  urgent  current  issues  and 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


concerns  to  interpret  and  project.  The 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  in  fulfill¬ 
ing  its  many  pages  of  mandates  in  the 
Discipline,  gave  no  real  call  to  a  relevant 
witness  in  the  new  day  of  our  church’s 
Third  Century. 

Too  often  the  time-consuming  de¬ 
mands  on  the  floor  of  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  related  to  establishing  policies  to 
safeguard  “injustice”  and  building 
“walls  that  divide”  God’s  people.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  the  “walling  out"  from  God’s 
mission  and  calling  all  homosexuals  in 
God’s  household  of  faith.  The  heart  of  the 
Gospel’s  call  for  unity  and  wholeness 
that  includes  all  of  God’s  people  —  fell 
behind  the  “walls.” 

Isaiah’s  call  that  has  come  down 
through  the  ages  seems  to  be  filed  away 
safely  following  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  Yet  Isaiah  spoke  so  clearly,  calling 
us  to  take  stock  and  to  remember  that  a 
new  day  is  upon  us.  He  said:  “Former 
things  have  come  to  pass  and  new  things 
( we  must )  now  declare.  ” 

Following  is  a  brief  summary  of  a  few 
of  the  many  concerns  that  I  believe 
should  be  confronted  as  we  move  into  the 
Third  Century  of  our  church’s  life. 

1. 1  believe  the  time  has  “long  since” 
come  when  we  should  no  longer  permit 
our  church  to  be  segmented  by  the  “re¬ 
gionalism”  that  we  call  Jurisdictions. 
Let  us  never  forget  that  back  in  1939  Jur¬ 
isdictions  were  created  for  a  two-fold 
purpose:  To  preserve  “racism"  and 
“sectionalism.”  Such  “walls  that  divide" 
this  church  of  ours  should  have  no  place 
in  any  churchof  Jesus  Christ. 

2.  The  time  has  been  “ripe”  for  a  long 
time  when  the  bishops  of  our  church 
should  be  elected  by  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  and  become  bishops  of  the  whole 


Thelma  Stevens 
church  and  not  bishops  of  a  section  (Jur¬ 
isdiction)  of  the  church. 

3.  This  new  day  in  our  church  makes 
new  demands  and  calls  for  new  and  more 
relevant  forms  of  ministry  among  us. 
With  the  challenges  and  pressures  in¬ 
creasing,  the  time  may  be  ripe  to  estab¬ 
lish  policies  that  provide  for  two  co-equal 
bishops  in  each  area  —  one  to  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  general  administrative  tasks 
in  the  area,  and  one  to  counsel  and  chal¬ 
lenge  the  pastors  and  local  congrega¬ 
tions,  calling  them  to  a  greater  prophetic 
role  in  the  mission  and  witness  of  the 
church  in  the  changing  times  upon  us. 

The  current  projection  of  growth  for 
the  Christian  movement  reminds  us  that 
the  Christian  movement  itself  is  dwin¬ 
dling  in  the  so-called  Western  World  and 
growing  in  the  Third  and  Fourth  Worlds! 
Such  new  portfolios  would  call  for  new 
criteria  in  recruitment  of  persons  for  the 
episcopacy.  Today’s  pressures  make  .it 
increasingly  impossible  for  one  bishop  to 
fulfill  both  the  administrative  and  the 
prophetic  role.  The  result  too  often 
leaves  the  prophetic  role  hanging  “fruit¬ 
less.” 

We  must  as  a  church  take  stock  and  set 
a  new  agenda  to  meet  these  and  other  ur¬ 
gent  needs.  God  helps  us  to  set  new  prior¬ 
ities  with  a  new  commitment  worthy  of 
Christ’s  calling! 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tor,  Thelma  Stevens,  is  a  member  of  Bel¬ 
mont  UMC  in  Nashville,  Tennessee  (Ten¬ 
nessee  Annual  Conference). 


Accountability  requires  openness 


To  the  Editor: 

In  the  June  1  issue  of  the  Reporter  you 
have  asked,  under  the  picture  on  page  2 
for  comments  on  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  I  would  like  to  raise  the  following 
point: 

The  Reporter  has  given  a  good  sum¬ 
mary  of  the  General  Conference.  I  was 
not  there,  but  I  would  judge  that  your  re¬ 
porters  covered  the  important  issues 
well.  And  you  reported  on  the  controver¬ 
sial  issues,  giving  the  votes,  etc. 

On  the  issue  that  occupied  so  much  of 
the  Conference’s  time  —  homosexuality 
and  the  ordination  of  homosexuals  as 
ministers  —  we  have  no  way  of  knowiflg* 
how  the  representatives  from  individual 
annual  conference  voted.  Is  that  suj? 
posed  to  be  privileged  information,  and  if 
so,  where  in  the  Book  of  Discipline  is  it 
stated  that  representatives  to  General 
Conference  need  not  disclose  how  they 
voted?  Are  the  members  of  the  individ¬ 
ual  churches  not  to  be  trusted  with  infor¬ 
mation  on  how  their  “representatives” 
vote  on  controversial  issues? 

The  Council  of  Bishops  recently  sent 
out  a  Pastoral  Letter  that  spoke  of 
the  need  for  greater  accountability  to 
the  members  of  the  church.  Accountabil¬ 
ity  starts,  it  seems  to  me,  with  an  open¬ 
ness  regarding  how  people  represent  us, 
what  they  interpret  to  be  the  feeling  of 
the  members  of  their  conference,  and 
whether  they  vote  in  accordance  with  it, 
or  whether  they  vote  their  own  feelings 
and  the  “public  be  damned”  —  “they 
don’t  really  count”  —  “we  have  the 
power.” 

I  have  written  to  our  bishop  on  this 
matter  but  do  not  yet  have  a  reply.  I  won¬ 
der  if  I  should  expect  one.  Accountability 
may  just  be  a  word  in  a  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops’  letter.  Perhaps  it  is  not  something 
we  members  have  a  right  to  expect. 
Stephen  J.  Kennedy 
Needham  Heights,  Massachusetts 

Why  print  such  rot? 

To  the  Editor : 

The  article  by  the  Rev.  Alvis  Coleman 
in  your  June  8  issue  headlined  “When 
should  a  hymnal  become  a  ‘hernal,’  ‘our- 
nal’  or  ‘itnal,”  is  asinine.  Quite  frankly,  I 
am  surprised  that  you  would  print  such 
rot. 

The  word  “hymnal”  has  no  gender.  It 
is  derived  from  the  Latin  word  “hym- 
nus,”  which  means  a  song  of  praise,  and 
that  is  exactly  what  hymns  are. 

Kenneth  Ginn 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota 


Some  Satanic  movement 

has  infiltrated  church 

To  the  Editor : 

It  was  very  encouraging  to  read  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Conference 
taking  a  firm  s»and  against  the  practice 
of  homosexuality.  I  felt  our  church  was 
beginning  to  renew  her  faith,  even 
though  in  the  same  issue  of  the  paper,  it 
was  stated  that  the  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  received  only  a  mild  reprimand 
for  their  actions.  They  needed  investigat¬ 
ing. 

The  May  25  issue  of  the  Reporter,  how¬ 
ever,  reported  that  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  adopted  and  commended  the  use  of 
inclusive  language  in  our  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

The  June  1  issue  then  reported  to  us 
that  a  military  draft  in  times  of  war  or 
peace  is  “incompatible  with  the  Gospel.” 
The  inclusive  language  and  military 
draft  positions  make  me  wonder  just  how 
far  the  United  Methodist  Church  General 
Conference  has  strayed  from  the  true 
gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

I’m  beginning  to  believe  that  some  Sa¬ 
tanic  movement  has  infiltrated  our 
church  and  uses  explosive  issues,  such  as 
the  homosexual  one,  as  a  smoke  screen 
to  slip  in  these  and  other  issues  that  are  a 
far  cry  from  the  Christian  religion. 

To  read  these  adopted  issues  by  our 
United  Methodist  Church  and  then  watch 
such  a  moving  ceremony  as  was  held  at 
our  National  Cemetery  on  Memorial 
Day,  makes  me  hang  my  head  in  shame. 
What  would  we  be  doing  if  it  weren’t  for 
those  brave  men  who  died  for  us  to  be 
free? 

Perhaps  the  women  who  are  insisting 


on  inclusive  language  would  be  so  good 
as  to  be  the  first  to  volunteer  for  military 
service.  I  doubt  it. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  Reporter  for 
keeping  us  informed  on  the  issues  and 
giving  readers  the  opportunity  to  re¬ 
spond.  Right  now,  I’m  ashamed  to  be  a 
United  Methodist,  but  I  don’t  feel  alone. 
God  help  us  all  to  know  the  right  thing  to 
do  in  the  days  ahead. 

Wincie  Cannoh 
Waco,  Texas 

UMC  needs  to  move  ' 

on  to  other  issues 

To  the  Editor : 

This  is  in  response  to  your  invitation  to 
relate  to  the  issues  discussed  and  voted 
on  during  the  recently  closed  General 
Conference. 

The  issue  I  address  concerns  the  posi¬ 
tion  taken  by  the  governing  body  regard¬ 
ing  ordination  of  self-avowed  homosex¬ 
uals  into  the  ministry  of  the  UMC. 

Holy  scriptures  do  not  change;  just 
people  change.  God  is  the  same  today  as 
He  was  yesterday,  and  He  will  be  the 
same  tomorrow.  His  word  is  valid  for  our 
living  for  all  people  and  for  all  genera¬ 
tions. 

Let’s  once  and  for  all  put  this  issue 
aside  and  move  on  to  issues  that  demand 
more  immediate  attention.  Continuing 
every  four  years  with  the  same  issue  is 
asinine  and  serves  only  to  weaken  the 
UMC’s  voice  on  this  topic  from  those  ec¬ 
clesiastical  bodies  outside  of  Methodism. 

Let  all  others  be  wrong  and  God  be 
right.  I’m  grateful  for  those  delegates 
that  allowed  the  Holy  Spirit  to  guide 
them  in  making  their  decision. 

Dick  Seifert 
Louisville,  Kentucky 


Welcome  to  new  readers  of  local  church  editions 


With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  550  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  Covina  UMC  in  Covina,  Cali¬ 
fornia  (Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference)  and  600  member-families  of 
the  Jefferson  UMC  in  San  Antonio,  Texas 
(Southwest  Texas  Annual  Conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  that  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Covina  and  San 
Antonio  we  say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you 
will  find  your  new  church  paper  interest- 


Essay  contest:  How  can  UMC  be  renewed? 


The  celebration  of  American  Metho¬ 
dism’s  200th  anniversary  this  year  is 
stimulating  United  Methodists  to  reflect 
on  our  past,  present,  and  future  as  one 
part  of  the  Body  of  Christ. 

As  one  of  several  contributions  to  the 
Bicentennial  observance  of  American 
Methodism,  the  Reporter  invites  you  to 
share  with  other  readers  what  you  be¬ 
lieve  must  happen  for  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  to  reclaim  its  heritage  and 
become  a  vital,  transforming  force  in  our 
society  during  the  years  ahead. 


Criteria 

A  panel  of  judges  from  the  Reporter 
writing  staff  will  select  the  most  out¬ 
standing  essays  for  publication  in  future 
issues  of  the  Reporter.  Essays  will  be 
evaluated  on  originality,  readability, 
conformity  with  the  guidelines  listed  be¬ 
low  and  potential  for  inspiring  renewal 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  as  its 
Third  Century  dawns. 


Awards 

The  author  of  each  essay  selected  for 
publication  will  receive  copies  of 
“Through  the  Year  With  Wesley,"  an  an¬ 
thology  of  writings  by  John  Wesley  com¬ 
piled  by  Frederick  C.  Gill,  and  “The  John 
Wesley  Reader,”  a  collection  of  devotion¬ 
al  material  from  Wesley’s  journals  and 
sermons  by  A1  Bryant. 

Guidelines 

1.  There  is  no  limitation  on  subject 
matter  or  style  of  essays  so  long  as  they 
attempt  to  deal  with  the  "what"  and/or 
“how”  of  revitalization  for  United  Meth¬ 
odism  during  the  years  ahead. 

2.  Essays  should  be  300  words  or  less, 
and  preferably  typed  and  double  spaced. 
Essays  submitted  in  legible  longhand 
will  be  considered.  Those  that  exceed 
the  length  limit  will  be  disqualified  from 
contest  consideration  but  may  be  consid¬ 
ered  instead  for  the  Reporter’s  ongoing 
readers'  forum  column,  “Here  I  Stand” 
(awards  not  applicable). 


3.  Each  entry  must  include  the  writer’s 
name,  address,  age  category  (see  below) 
and  name  of  the  local  church  where 
membership  is  held.  Upon  receipt,  entries 
become  the  property  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter  and  cannot  be  returned. 

4.  Since  one’s  outlook  is  shaped  by 
one’s  experiences,  entries  will  be  divided 
and  considered  in  three  different  cate¬ 
gories:  (1)  Ages  18  and  under;  (2)  Ages 
19-35;  and  (3)  Age  36  and  over. 

5.  Entries  must  be  postmarked  by  July 
22  1984. 

Send  entries  to:  Reader  Essays,  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas.  Texas  75222. 


Make  sure  your  church  always  orders 
enough  magazines  published  by  The 
Upper  Room  (including  alive  now!. 
Pockets,  and  Christian  Home).  Write  The 
Upper  Room.  1908  Grand  Avenue  P.0. 
Box  189.  Nashville.  TN  37202. 


ing  and  informative,  and  that  you  will 
join  with  other  readers  in  providing  feed¬ 
back  through  such  columns  as  “Letters 
to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter." 

Correction 

The  lead  editorial  in  the  June  15  issue 
headlined  “Caring  Idea  Handbook:  a 
helpful  stimulus  to  Christian  outreach” 
incorrectly  listed  the  address  of  the  Okla¬ 
homa  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  correct  address  is  2420  N. 
Blackwelder,  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73106. 
The  Reporter  regrets  the  error. 

Introducing 
“Journeys 
Through 
Faith” 

performed  by 
|Mrs.  Carol 

_  J  Bellgrau 

A  complete  worship  service  in¬ 
volving  solo  songs,  scripture, 
prayer,  congregational  singing, 
and  story-telling. 

Carol  has  previously  served 
churches  in ; 

Alamo 
McMinnville 
Estill  Springs 
Ky. 

Clinton 

Paducah  District 
Symsonia 
Ala. 

W.  Birmingham 
District  UMW 


Tn. 

Hendersonville 

Madisonville 

Sweetwater 

Bells 

Knoxville 

Maury  City 

Concord 

Memphis 

Sparta 

Trenton 

Hartsville 

Gatlinburg 


Virginia 

Wytheville 
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Laymen  put  skills,  faith  to  work  for  missions 

‘United  Methodist  peace  machine’ 
helps  move  3rd  World  into  future 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

;  MARSHFIELD,  Mo.  —  The  worldwide 
headquarters  for  the  “United  Methodist 
peace  machine”  is  in  Earl  Miner’s  ga¬ 
rage. 

The  setting  is  simple,  attached  to  Mr. 
Miner’s  humble  home  in  this  Ozark  town 
of  3,500. 

But  then,  Mr.  Miner  designed  what  he 
calls  the  “peace  machine”  to  be  simple. 

Peace  from  rural  stability 

He  believes  that  large  supplies  of  the 
simple-technology  vehicles  in  Third 
World  nations  would  help  stop  the  mas¬ 
sive  migration  of  people  from  rural  to 
urban  areas.  That  migration  is  one  of  the 
main  contributors  to  economic  and  polit¬ 
ical  instability  that  threatens  peace 
worldwide,  he  says. 

The  “peace  machine”  began  as  a 
dream  of  this  one  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man.  It  is  far  more  than  that  today. 

•  Five  years  ago,  he  quit  his  job  as  a 
product  design  manager  with  Detroit 
Tool  Inc.  to  work  full  time  on  the  machine 
under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Missouri 
Area  United  Methodist  Office  of  Creative 
Ministries. 

After  a  slow  start,  an  increasing  num¬ 
ber  of  congregations  are  helping  send  the 
machines  overseas,  primarily  to  mis¬ 
sions  projects  (see  story  below  on  ways 
to  help). 

By  last  month,  people  in  22  Third  World 
nations  were  benefitting  from  150  of  the 
machines  that  are  simple  enough  to  be 
operated  and  repaired  in  the  remotest  of 
areas. 

Does  work  of  100  women 

•  The  standard  “peace  machine”  is  a 
three- wheel,  8-horsepower  vehicle  that 
serves  as  a  pickup  truck  for  people  in 
poverty-stricken,  often-roadless  areas. 
Mr.  Miner  also  offers  a  “mini”  version 
and  a  two-wheel  model. 

It  is  so  versatile  that  in  some  countries 
it  is  used  by  a  driver  who  goes  from  a  ru- 
,  ral  settlement  to  a  water  supply,  unhooks 
the  motor  from  the  vehicle,  attaches  it  to 
.  a  portable  pump,  pumps  water  from  a 
stream  into  a  water  drum  and  then  trans- 
,  ports  the  water  back  to  the  settlement. 

“One  driver  with  a  vehicle  can  do  the 
work  of  100  women,  freeing  them  to  do 

TRAG  delivers 
in  Third  World 

A  young  man  from  a  rural  sugar 
cooperative  uses  a  standard-size 
“peace  machine”  —  or  TRAG  —  to 
deliver  products  to  markets  in 
Ibaque,  Colombia.  Earl  Miner,  an  in¬ 
veterate  inventor  and  the  “father” 
of  TRAG,  says  the  hope  for  the  world 
is  for  “spirituality  to  be  added  to 
technology.” 

The  engine  is  a  standard  Briggs  & 
Stratton  model  like  those  found  on 
,  garden  tractors.  This  TRAG  weighs 
500  pounds  and  can  haul  500  pounds 
besides  the  driver. 


Earl  Miner 

more  productive  things,”  Mr.  Miner 
says.  In  some  countries,  women  spend 
most  of  their  time  hauling  water. 

Mr.  Miner  contends  that  Third  World 
people  are  forced  from  rural  areas  pri¬ 
marily  by  the  lack  of  transportation  — 
transportation  to  take  their  products  to 
market,  to  bring  back  supplies  for  the 
farm  and  amenities  for  their  families,  to 
move  water,  to  move  the  sick  to  hospi¬ 
tals,  and  to  bring  health  care  to  the  rural 
inhabitants. 

Based  on  several  trips  overseas,  he 
says  he  has  found  that  rural  people  gen¬ 
erally  have  to  choose  either  no  transpor¬ 
tation  or  small  Japanese  trucks  "that 
cost  too  much  and  are  difficult  to  repair” 
or  dirt  bikes  that  move  people  but  not 
materials. 

The  “UM  peace  machine”  (which  offi¬ 
cially  is  called  a  TRAG,  taken  from 
TRansportation  and  AGriculture)  can 
keep  people  in  the  rural  areas  and  thus 
promote  peace,  Mr.  Miner  says. 

Better  defense  than  F-15  jet 

Mr.  Miner  becomes  animated  as  he 
talks  of  his  vision  of  the  revolutionary 
changes  that  could  occur  if  enough 
TRAGs  were  introduced  into  unstable 
countries. 

For  the  price  of  one  Chrysler  military 
tank,  United  Methodists  can  send  6,000 
TRAGs,  he  says. 

“We  can  send  22,000  TRAGs  for  the 
$28-million  price  of  one  F-15  fighter  jet,” 
he  says.  “The  TRAGs  would  do  a  lot 
more  to  secure  peace  and  enhance  U.S. 
security  than  another  fighter  plane.” 

The  standard  TRAG  is  built  from  about 
$800  worth  of  materials,  all  commonly 
available  throughout  the  world.  “My 
trademark  is  the  use  of  screen  door 
springs  and  baling  wire,”  he  says. 

The  introduction  of  even  basic  forms  of 


technology  represents  a  “quantum  leap 
for  people  who  still  carry  things  on  their 
backs,”  Mr.  Miner  says. 

“The  most  inefficient  way  to  move 
anything,  in  terms  of  money,  energy  or 
any  other  measure,  is  on  a  man  or  wom¬ 
an’s  back,”  he  says.  “Even  if  gasoline  is 
$5  a  gallon,  a  rural  community  can  afford 
it  to  run  the  TRAG  and  free  up  the  man¬ 
power.” 

In  addition,  rural  communities  can 
save  money  on  gasoline  by  refining  alco¬ 
hol  from  local  agricultural  products.  The 
alcohol  “works  fine"  in  the  TRAG,  Mr. 
Miner  says. 

“The  Lord  is  in  control” 

Most  TRAGs  are  built  in  Mr.  Miner’s 
garage. 

The  Rev.  Mel  West,  head  of  UM  Crea¬ 
tive  Ministries  in  Columbia,  Mo.,  says: 
“Our  relationship  started  six  years  ago 
when  I  got  a  call  from  the  Marshfield 
pastor  who  said,  ‘I’ve  got  this  guy  I  don’t 
know  what  to  do  with.  I  think  his  machine 
may  be  worth  something.’ 

“Earl  Miner  is  an  amazing  person.; 
He’s  very  intense  in  his  concern  about 
peace.” 

Mr.  Miner  says  he  has  wondered  at 
times  if  United  Methodists  are  going  to 
“follow  God  and  walk  with  Him,  or  just 
play  church.” 

Now  he  says,  “We’ve  had  five  years  of 
preparation.  I  believe  the  Lord  is  in  con¬ 
trol  of  this  situation.” 

Mr.  Miner’s  and  Mr.  West’s  files  are 
full  of  letters  and  reports  about  how  well 
the  TRAGs  are  working. 

For  example,  two  TRAGs  given  to  a 
United  Methodist  missionary  in  Ghana 
are  allowing  farmers  in  a  low-income  co¬ 
operative  to  haul  their  vegetables  eight 
miles  to  market. 

“They  were  hauling  on  their  heads,” 
Mr.  West  says.  “Now,  they  raise  more  food 
and  have  more  time  to  give  to  their  kids.” 

A  clinic  in  Colombia  uses  a  TRAG  to 
transport  patients  to  and  from  the  jungle. 

Mr.  West  says  he  is  pleased  at  the  way 
TRAGs  capture  the  imagination  of  lay¬ 
persons  —  especially  men  —  and  get 
them  interested  in  other  details  of  a  mis¬ 
sion  project  to  which  a  TRAG  is  sent.  As 
difficult  as  it  is  to  get  men  to  study  about 
missions,  involvement  with  the  TRAG 
project  often  inspires  men  to  study,  Mr. 
West  says. 


Ways  to  participate  include  cash,  kits 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Here  are  ways  United  Methodists  as  in¬ 
dividuals  or  through  their  churches  can 
help  increase  the  use  of  the  “United 
Methodist  peace  machine” : 

1.  Give  to  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  On  Relief  Advance  Special  No. 
982-842-6  for  transportation  equipment. 

2.  Look  at  your  congregation’s  book 
listing  Advance  Specials.  Under  the  list¬ 
ings  for  specific  countries  are  several  re- 

'  quests  for  TRAGs.  Gifts  may  be  sent 
through  those  Specials. 

3.  Contact  the  Rev.  Mel  West  at  Box 
733,  Columbia,  Mo.  76205,  and  find  how  to 


respond  to  more  than  50  requests  on  file 
from  overseas  for  TRAGs.  The  price  of  a 
TRAG,  including  labor,  is  $1,500.  Mis¬ 
sionaries  in  some  countries  are  request¬ 
ing  TRAG  “factories.”  Those  ‘factories” 
are  sent  in  a  4X4X8-foot  crate  and  in¬ 
clude  the  parts  for  two  TRAGs,  welding 
fixtures,  a  welder,  drill  press,  metal-cut¬ 
ting  saw,  grinder,  bench  vise  and  all  tools 
needed.  ( 

4.  Buy  the  parts,  build  a  TRAG  and 
then  send  it.  For  example,  the  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  Lake  Providence, 
La.,  and  Jasper,  Mo.,  have  been  doing 
that  as  a  men’s  project. 


5.  Buy  a  TRAG  and  display  it  before 
churches  in  your  area  to  enlist  their  sup¬ 
port.  The  Rev.  Don  Waddell  of  Duncan¬ 
ville,  Texas,  did  that  this  spring.  As  chair¬ 
man  of  the  North  Texas  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  he  is  us¬ 
ing  the  TRAG  as  a  tool  to  involve  layper¬ 
sons  in  supporting  missions  in  specific 
nations.  He  already  has  pledges  from 
several  area  churches  to  pay  for  TRAGs. 

6.  Mr.  West  says  he  is  looking  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  who  may  be  involved  in 
businesses  that  could  secure  materials 
for  TRAGs  cheaply. 


Cokesbury  RSV  Special  Gift  Reference  Bible 

Bound  in  genuine  pigskin  leather  with  gold-edged  pages  and  ribbon 
marker.  1,440  pages  with  138  pages  of  study  aids — including 
concordance,  full-color  maps,  and  center-Cblumn  references.  $26.95 
C08-O5I384.  Brown 
C08-0513Q5.  Burgundy 

Cokesbury  RSV  Gift  and  Award  Bible 

Bound  in  simulated  leather,  with  special  features  for  today's  chil¬ 
dren:  full-color  maps  and  illustrations,  concordance,  listings  of  fa¬ 
vorite  Bible  stories.  Harmony  of  the  Gospels,  presentation  page. 

$9.95  each;  6  copies  or  more,  only  $5.45  each 
C08O98337.  Burgundy 
C08098346.  Black 


RED  LETTER  EDITIONS! 


Cokesbury 


1661  N  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge.  IL  60068 
1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame.  CA  94010 
201  Eighth  Ave  .  South  •  PO  Box  801  •  Nashville,  TN  37202 


MINNEAPOLIS  —  Soya  Cookie  Mix  is  “the  food  that  makes  hungry  children  smile,"  the  face  on  the  box  says. 
Each  package  makes  36  cookies  that  are  high  in  protein,  iron  and  thiamin.  Proceeds  from  sales  of  the  cookie  mix  will 
go  toward  buying  more  soybeans  for  cookie  mixes  in  India. 

REPORTER  STAFF  PHOT  BY  DEBRA  ENN'ACO 

Christ’s  ‘loaded  command’  leads 
food  engineers  into  innovations 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

MINNEAPOLIS  -  George  Ewing,  a 
United  Methodist  layman  and  food  engi¬ 
neer  with  General  Mills,  has  spent  the 
last  26  years  in  the  company’s  labs  here 
developing  foods  that  helped  make 
America  known  as  the  Land  of  Plenty. 

But  outside  the  Land  of  Plenty,  Mr. 
Ewing  realized  millions  of  people  had 
never  heard  of  chocolate  chip  cookies  or 
dry  sweetened  cereal.  They’d  be  happy 
to  fill  their  bellies  with  almost  anything. 

Aware  that  he  and  his  peers  were  sit¬ 
ting  in  one  of  the  largest  “think  tanks”  in 
the  food  industry  Mr.  Ewing  and  nine 
other  General  Mills  scientists,  engineers 
and  executives  —  all  United  Methodist 
laymen  —  in  1981  organized  Compatible 
Technology,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  organiza¬ 
tion  that  researches  and  develops  foods 
and  equipment  used  in  food  production 
for  hunger-stricken  Third  World  coun¬ 
tries. 

“Jesus  told  us  ‘Feed  my  people,’  and 
if  you  work  in  the  food  industry,  that’s  a 
loaded  command,”  Mr.  Ewing  said. 

“We  were  all  aware  that  we  weren’t 
using  our  talents  to  do  anything  about 
world  hunger,"  he  added.  The  10  men 
had  access  to  the  know-how,  the  man¬ 
power  and,  most  of  all,  the  equipment 
needed  to  develop  foods  that  would  an¬ 
swer  that  ancient  command,  he  said.  But 
they  weren’t  doing  anything  about  it. 

The  10  met  with  another  United 
Methodist,  Robert  Nave,  who  had  recent¬ 
ly  returned  home  here  after  27  years  as  a 
missionary  to  India.  With  his  guidance 
and  an  OK  from  the  management  at  Gen¬ 
eral  Mills  to  use  company  labs,  equip¬ 
ment  and  raw  products  at  nights  and  on 
weekends,  the  10  volunteers  set  out  to  de¬ 
sign  foods  and  cooking  apparatuses  for 
developing  nations,  particularly  India. 

They  had  one  primary  goal,  Mr.  Ewing 
said:  to  make  the  food  and  cooking  tools 
compatible  with  the  culture  where  they 
would  be  used.  Thus  the  name  of  the  com¬ 
pany:  Compatible  Technology 

“We  have  to  work  with  the  needs  of  the 
people,”  he  said.  And  that  meant  using 
food  readily  available  there  as  well  as 
equipment  and  know-how  of  the  people. 

“That's  why  we  needed  a  contact  per- 


Journalist  bakes  a  batch 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Have  you  ever  bypassed  a  ham¬ 
burger  at  lunch,  eaten  a  salad  instead, 
then  felt  proud  about  it  all  day  long? 

Then  you  know  what  it’s  like  to  bake 
a  batch  of  Soya  Cookies,  the  packaged 
cookie  mix  being  distributed  by 
Project  Soya,  a  special  hunger  project 
of  the  Minnesota  Annual  Conference 
(see  related  stories  on  this  page). 

Even  though  you’d  rather  have  had 
a  plate  full  of  chocolate  chip  cookies, 
there’s  something  noble  about  eating 
a  cookie  that’s  good  for  you. 

So  what  does  a  cookie  taste  like 
that’s  made  from  soy  flour,  whole 
wheat  and  gur  (a  sugar  cane  mo¬ 
lasses)?  As  they  say  in  the  adver¬ 
tising  industry,  “It’s  a  whole  new 
taste  sensation.” 

And  it  probably  is  for  someone  who 
has  never  baked  with  soybean  by-pro¬ 
ducts.  Soy  flour  has  a  strong  flavor 
akin  to  peanut  butter.  Combined  with 
whole  wheat  flour  that  has  a  natural 
nutty  flavor,  the  mix  produces  cookies 
that  taste  rich  and  full  of  flavor. 

I  made  the  cookies  a  couple  of  ways, 
even  though  the  directions  call  for 
simply  using  >2  cup  water  and  Vfe  cup 
vegetable  oil  to  the  basic  mix.  Made 


plain  and  pressed  with  a  fork,  they 
tasted  and  looked  similar  to  peanut 
butter  cookies.  When  I  added  an  egg, 
the  cookies  looked  like  the  teacakes  I 
grew  accustomed  to  when  I  lived  in 
Mississippi.  And  when  I  added 
chopped  nuts,  raisins  and  vanilla, 
the  cookies  tasted  like  a  product  you’d 
buy  at  a  health  food  store. 

The  cookie  mix  comes  in  a  plain  17 
ounce  box  with  the  cartoon  drawing  of 
a  smiling  face  on  the  front  that  says 
it’s  “The  food  that  makes  hungry  chil¬ 
dren  smile." 

What  kid  wouldn’t  smile  for  a 
cookie?  But  I  offer  the  following 
suggestions  for  best  results: 

•  Use  vegetable  oil.  not  butter  or 
solid  shortening.  And  use  a  good 
quality  of  oil. 

•  Add  a  beaten  egg,  and  the  cookies 
will  take  on  a  lighter  texture. 

•  Don’t  beat  too  long  or  the  dough 
will  get  tough. 

•  And  finally,  remember  that  this 
cookie  is  designed  to  be  eaten  by  hun¬ 
gry  persons  in  the  Third  World.  Their 
taste  buds  have  not  been  as  spoiled  by 
refined  sugars  and  expensive  flavor¬ 
ings  as  ours  have. 

-  SUSAN  CARROLL 


son  like  Bob  Nave,”  Mr.  Ewing  said. 
“We  had  the  knowledge  to  develop  the 
foods,  but  he  had  the  knowledge  of  the 
culture  and  the  people’s  needs  " 

The  first  project  in  1981,  Project  Soya, 
was  to  develop  a  high-protein  cookie  that 
could  be  used  as  a  supplement  for  defi¬ 
cient  diets  in  India. 

The  group  worked  extensively  over  the 
past  three  years  developing  soybean- 
fortified  products  to  be  used  with  existing 
Indian  village-level  skills  and  tools.  The 
food  engineers  and  scientists  are  also 
working  on  by-products  from  food  grown 
in  India  that  are  otherwise  going  to 
waste. 

One  of  their  latest  projects  has  been 
the  development  of  small  extrusion  cook¬ 
ers  that  heat  soybeans  at  such  a  high 


temperature  that  a  puffed  vegetable  by¬ 
product  is  obtained,  much  like  corn  curls 
or  puffed  cereal,  Mr.  Ewing  said.  They 
are  eaten  as  a  snack  food. 

Other  on-going  projects  of  Compatible 
Technology  include  an  eggless  soy  dough¬ 
nut  that’s  deep-fried  and  high  in  pro¬ 
tein.  The  doughnut  is  “compatible"  with 
the  culture  because  it’s  eggless  (the 
majority  of  Indians  are  vegetarians  and 
consider  eggs  the  same  as  meat  > ,  it’s  fried 
like  much  of  their  other  food  and  thus 
acceptable,  and  it’s  high  in  the  protein 
they  desperately  need,  Mr.  Nave  explained. 

Further  information  about  Compatible 
Technology  can  be  obtained  by  writing 
its  offices  at  8535  Lyndale  Ave.,  South, 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  55419. 


Cookie  supplies  high  nutritional  value 


FOR  PERSONAL  SERVICE.  PHONE  OR  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 

Ailania  •  Balilmorc  •  Birmingham  •  Charlesion  |WV|  •  Charlotte 
Cincinnati  •  Clearwater  •  Columbia  •  Dallas  (2  stores)  •  Dayton 
Denver/Englewood  •  Des  Moines  •  Detroit  •  Fort  Wonh  •  Harrisburg 
Houston  •  Indianapolis  •  Jacksonville  •  Kansas  City  •  Knoxville  •  Little 
Rock  •  Memphis  •  Miami  •  Nashville  •  Nonh  Canton  •  Park  Ridge 

‘  Phlladelphta/King  of  Prussia  •  Pittsburgh  •  Raleigh  •  Richmond 
San  Francisco/Burlingame  •  Syracuse  •  Tea  neck  •  Tulsa 


Order  toll  free  with  Cokesbury 
account  or  credit  card: 
1-800  672-1789.  Call  Monday 
thru  Friday,  8-4  Central  time 
8-4  Pacific  time. 

Prices  subject  to  change  Transportation  extra 
Ada  sales  tax  if  applicable 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

MINNEAPOLIS  -  A  group  of  United 
Methodist  laymen  in  Minnesota,  led  by  a 
team  of  food  engineers,  is  taking  a  stab 
at  the  problem  of  hunger  in  India.  And 
the  laymen  think  they  can  do  it  with 
cookies. 

George  Ewing,  a  food  engineer  with 
General  Mills,  went  to  Robert  Nave,  a 
former  United  Methodist  missionary,  for 
suggestions  on  how  he  might  develop  a 
high-protein  supplement  for  diets  of  vil¬ 
lagers  in  India,  where  Mr.  Nave  had 
worked  as  an  agricultural  engineer. 

Mr.  Nave’s  suggestion  was  a  cookie- 
type  food  that  would  be  easy  to  handle 
and  high  in  protein  and  vitamins.  Mr. 
Ewing  went  to  work  on  a  recipe  that 
would  use  only  food  products  available  in 
India.  That  eliminated  white  flour,  sugar, 
eggs  and  most  flavorings. 

Five  months  and  100  cookie  batches 
later,  Mr.  Ewing  found  his  solution:  a 
soy-based  cookie  sweetened  with  gur  (a 
sugar  cane  molasses)  and  made  from 
soy  flour  and  whole  wheat. 

Research  on  the  cookie  was  done  in  the 
labs  of  General  Mills  and  Land  O’Lakes, 
which  lent  their  food  engineers  and  raw 
materials. 

Two  to  four  of  the  cookies  could  give  an 
undernourished  Indian  adequate  nutri¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Nave  explained,  because  they 
are  so  high  in  protein,  vitamin  B  and  iron 

The  cookies  were  the  founding  venture 
of  Project  Soya,  an  anti-hunger  program 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Minnesota  Annual  Conference. 

Project  Soya  works  to  train  Indians  in 
their  native  environment  about  soybean 


processing,  soy  food  manufacturing  and 
other  skills,  including  business  manage¬ 
ment  and  sales. 

Because  Project  Soya  is  a  self-help 
project  of  the  Minnesota  conferences, 
UM  churches  across  the  state  are  spon¬ 
soring  Project  Soya  Awareness  Day. 
Churches  set  up  displays  showing  the 
work  of  Project  Soya’s  parent  company, 
hang  posters  and  present  slide  presen¬ 
tations  on  how  United  Methodists  in 
Minnesota  are  doing  their  part  in  battling 
chronic  hunger.  Mr.  Nave  said. 


And  of  course,  there  are  plenty  of 
cookies  on  hand.  Individual  and  church 
donations  often  follow  the  special  days. 
The  conference  hopes  to  raise  $500,000  to 
buy  1,200  bushels  of  soybeans  to  produce 
the  cookies  in  India. 

In  addition  to  developing  the  cookie 
mix  for  overseas  uses,  Project  Soya 
packages  the  mix  for  sale  in  this  country, 
with  proceeds  going  toward  mission  pro¬ 
jects.  Boxes  are  sold  to  churches  for  $1 
each  with  a  suggested  retail  price  of 
$1 .75.  -  SUSAN  CARROLL 


MINNEAPOLIS  —  George  Ewing  (left),  developer  of  the  cookie  mix, 
loads  a  pickup  truck  full  of  boxes  of  the  cookie  mix  to  be  distributed  at 
Minnesota’s  United  Methodist  annual  conference.  Assisting  him  are  Robert 
Nave  (center),  president  of  Compatible  Technology  and  Hank  Garwick, 
volunteer. 
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Soviet  tour: 


Worship  situation  in  Russian  churches 
encourages ,  disturbs  National  Council  visitors 


JULY  6,  1984 


By  ANTERO  PIETELA 
Religious  News  Service  Correspondent 
MOSCOW  —  The  largest  group  of 
American  Christians  ever  to  visit  the  So¬ 
viet  Union  ended  a  17-day  tour  June  20, 
encouraged  by  religious  life  they  had  seen 
but  also  disturbed  by  restrictions  on  un¬ 
authorized  worship. 

“We  discovered  vital  religious 
communities  wherever  we  went,"  said 
the  Rev.  John  B.  Lindner,  one  leader  of 
the  267-member  group.  “We  have  wit¬ 
nessed  some  improvements  in  the  re¬ 
ligious  situatioH  in  the  Soviet  Union." 

Believers  are  usually  permitted  to 
practice  their  religion  in  official  houses 


of  worship  in  this  country  as  long  as  their 
congregations  are  registered  with  the 
authorities.  Those  worshipping  in  groups 
without  registration  are  subject  to  heavy 
jail  sentences. 

This  reality  was  thrown  upon  the  visit¬ 
ing  Americans  in  Moscow  three  days 
before  the  end  of  their  stay  here  when  a 
small  group  of  people  protesting  re¬ 
ligious  persecution  unfurled  banners  dur¬ 
ing  a  service  in  the  Moscow  Baptist 
Church. 

“Remember  this  is  a  persecuted 
church,”  one  banner  said  in  English, 
while  the  others  urged  the  visitors  to 
pray  for  "200  religious  prisoners  of  con¬ 


science"  and  imprisoned  bishops. 

A  brief  scuffle  ensued,  participants 
said,  before  the  protesters  were  escorted 
out  of  the  church. 

At  a  press  conference  on  June  20,  their 
last  day,  Mr.  Lindner,  a  Presbyterian 
clergyman  who  is  the  coordinator  of  the 
U.S.-U.S.S.R.  church  program  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches,  blamed  the 
demonstrators  for  interrupting  the 
service. 

The  incident  troubled  many  other 
participants  but  for  different  reasons. 
Some  said  it  was  evidence  of  the  coun¬ 
try’s  religious  situation  not  being  as  har¬ 
monious  as  had  been  claimed  on  the 


Tapes  sought  for  national  TV 


.  Reporter  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  CITY  -  “We’re  really 
going  to  be  looking  for  local  church  and 
annual  conference  tapes  that  could  be 
used  for  national  TV  audiences,"  says 
Nelson  Price  of  United  Methodist 
Communications . 

With  the  weekly  slot  on  the  new  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  network  (see  UMR  June  29) 
to  fill  and  other  opportunities  arising,  the 


United  Methodist  Church  has  a  great 
need  to  produce  new  programs,  Mr. 
Price  says. 

He  says  the  communications  office  is 
especially  interested  in  programs  that 
will  show  successful  young  adult  and 
youth  ministries  in  action  and  local 
churches  reaching  out  to  persons  in  their 
communities. 

Also,  tapes  of  original  musicals  and 


Schools  pledge  emphases 
on  women,  ethnic  persons 


CARLISLE,  Pa.  (UMNS)  —  Increased 
opportunities  for  women  and  ethnic  mi¬ 
norities  at  high  levels  in  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  schools  and  colleges  were  en¬ 
dorsed  by  the  denomination’s  University 
Senate  here  June  21-22. 

Added  to  the  guidelines  by  which  the 
denomination  reviews  these  institutions 
was  a  requirement  for  evidence  of  a 
“commitment  to  racial,  ethnic  and 
sexual  inclusiveness”  on  the  part  of  the 
faculty,  administration  and  trustees. 

Marge  A.  Engelman,  a  University  Sen¬ 
ate  member  from  Wisconsin,  told  her 
colleagues,  “I  am  personally 
embarrassed"  that  “at  least  one  wo¬ 
man”  is  not  holding  a  college  presidency. 
At  present  the  heads  of  all  higher  educa¬ 
tional  institutions  related  to  the  UMC  are 
men.  and,  with  one  exception,  all  are 
white  other  than  in  the  12  historically- 
black  colleges. 

Ms.  Engelman  introduced  a  report 
showing  that  while  the  number  of  women 
college  presidents  in  the  United  States  as 
a  whole  has  almost  doubled  in  the  past 
eight  years,  the  254  now  in  these  posts  ac¬ 
count  for  less  than  10  percent  of  all  such 
chief  executives. 

The  "changing  role  of  women  in  higher 
education"  will  provide  the  theme  for 
this  summer’s  annua*l  seminar  for  United 
Methodist  Church  college  and  university 


presidents  and  their  spouses.  The 
sessions  will  be  July  29-Aug.  1  at  Pocono 
Manor,  Pa. 

In  a  45-minute  closed  session,  the 
University  Senate  discussed  develop¬ 
ments  at  Texas  Wesleyan  University  in 
Fort  Worth,  Texas.  The  school  earlier  this 
year  was  put  on  two  years’  probation 
pending  correction  of  financial  problems. 
President  Jon  H.  Fleming’s  resignation 
was  accepted  June  14  by  the  school’s 
trustees,  and  Dr.  Jerry  Bawcom,  vice 
president  for  administration,  was  named 
interim  president  (See  UMR,  June  22). 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  University 
Senate  here  to  lift  the  probation.  The 
Rev.  Samuel  Banks,  president  of  Dickin¬ 
son  College  here  and  University  Senate 
president,  declined  to  make  any 
comment  on  the  closed-door  session 
beyond  saying  that  procedures  followed 
in  the  case  had  been  reviewed. 

In  other  business  at  its  final  session  of 
the  1981-84  quadrennium,  the  University 
Senate  approved  85  theological  schools 
for  education  of  United  Methodist  clergy 
in  1984-85.  There  were  no  changes  in  the 
list  from  schools  approved  previously 
during  the  quadrennium,  according  to 
President  Frederick  E.  Blumer  of  Ly¬ 
coming  College,  Williamsport,  Pa.,  who 
chairs  the  Senate’s  commission  on  theo¬ 
logical  education. 


RATES:  $1  per  worjl.  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 


FACULTY  OPENING  AT  CANDLER  SCHOOL  of 
Theology:  Candler  School  of  Theology  at  Emory 
University  invites  applications  for  a  recently  opened 
>osition  as  Director  of  the  North  Georgia  Teaching 
’arish  Program  and  Instructor  in  Practical 
Theology  This  faculty  appointment  can  be  made  at 
the  Assistant  or  Associate  level.  The  term  of  the 
appointment  begins  September  1,  1984.  but  may  be 
delayed  until  the  beginning  of  the  Spring  term,  1985 
The  person  should  be  a  United  Methodist  minister 
with  proven  pastoral  leadership,  clear  vocational 
interest  in  teaching  ministers,  demonstrated  interest 
in  and  commitment  to  small  membership  churches, 
and  ability  to  work  in  an  atmosphere  of  collegiality 
within  a  theological  faculty  An  appropriate 
advanced  degree  and  experience  in  Clinical  Pastoral 
Education  are  desirable 

Send  resume  or  direct  inquiries  to  Dr  Carl  R 
Holladay.  Associate  Dean.  Candler  School  of 
Theology.  Emory  University.  Atlanta.  Georgia  30322 
Emory  University  is  an  Equal 
Opportunity/ Affirmative  Action  Employer 


CLASSIFIED 


WANTED:  FULL  TIME  EVANGELISM  STAFF 
Person  for  950  plus  membership  UMC.  Send  resume 
to  Rev  James  R  Davis.  2761  Telegraph  Road.  Si 
Louis.  Mo  63123  i  Beginning  salary  $15.000  00  per 
year  >  Reply  by  July  12. 1984  


TWO  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE:  Singles  Ministry 
and  Leadership  Development  for  large  fast-grow  ing 
congregation  that  has  a  unique  blend  of  social  action 
and  evangelical  outreach.  Multiple  staff,  complex 
schedule,  demanding  and  challenging  opportunities 
Send  resume  to  Milton  H.  Lewis.  Colonial  Hills 
U.M.C  .  5247  Vance  Jackson.  San  Antonio.  Tx  78230 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  HOMES  FOR  the  Aging 
of  the  Wyoming  Conference  seeks  Chaplain, 
preferably  Methodist,  to  coordinate  a  spiritual  care 
program  for  the  Homes'  Agency.  Qualified  person 
should  have  geriatric  and  administrative 
experience;  Master  of  Divinity  Degree  from  an 
accredited  theological  seminary  .  4  quarters  t  units  > 
of  clinical  pastoral  education,  ecclesiastical 
endorsement .  five  to  seven  years  of  experience  as  a 
chaplain;  and  certified  as  a  Fellow  in  the  College  of 
Chaplains  Salarv  dependent  on  qualifications.  Send 
resume  and  letter  of  interest  to  Executive  Director. 
285  Deyo  Hill  Road,  Johnson  City,  NY  13790 
Applications  accepted  up  to  August  31.  1984  EOE 
Employer 


PROGRAM  DIRECTOR-EDUCATIONAL  ASSIS¬ 

TANT:  Coastal  North  Florida  Church  needs 
experienced  individual  to  co-ordinate  and  direct 
church  school  and  youth  activities.  Send  resume  and 
salary  requirements  to  Rev  George  Bourn.  601 
Centre.  Femandina  Beach.  Florida  32034 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH 
and  Christian  Education  Ministries  Stimulating  600 
member  congregation  in  suburban  community  on 
Texas  Gulf  Coast  Desirable  to  be  filled  by 
September  1  Job  description  and  application  sent 
upon  request  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O 
Box  577,  Portland.  Texas  78374.  (512  )  643-2674. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  for  growing  300-member 
church  with  multiple  choirs.  Must  serve  as 
Organist/Director  for  Senior  Choir  and  be  capable  of 
supervising  and  coordinating  the  total  music 
program  of  the  church.  Salary  negotiable  Please 
send  resume  to  Ebenezer  United  Methodist  Church. 
4912  Whitfield  Chapel  Road.  Lanham,  Maryland 
20706.  C/O  The  Search  Committee. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for  1.750 
member  United  Methodist  Church  in  Midland. 
Texas  Seeking  a  person  with  degree  in  Christian 
Education  or  equivalent  Salary  negotiable  Contact 
Jarrell  H  Sharp.  St  Luke  s  UMC.  3011  W  Kansas. 
Midland.  Texas  79701.  (915 1  6544-2571 


of  four  graphs,  varying  sizes,  for  stit«hery.  latch 
hook  $5  Circuit  Rider  on  hand  marked  =10 
needlepoint  canvas.  8  x  15’  with  instructions  (yarn, 
needle  not  included*  $14  Still  available  United 
Methodist  Symbol  Portfolio,  nine  stitchery  projects 
$7  Money  promptly  refunded  if  you’re  not  satisfied 
(Minn  residents  add  6%  tax)  NANCY  DESIGNS, 
11036-R  Trail  West.  Bloomington  MN  55437. 


POSITIONS  OPEN:  Secondary  Teachers  needed  at 

United  Methodist  Mission  School:  Religion, 
English/Social  Studies.  English.  Math/Science 
Contact  David  Burgett,  McCurdy  School.  Box  127. 
Espanola.  NM  87532 

FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  of  program  for  960 
member  downtown  church.  Excellent  opportunity  to 
plan/implement  full  program  of  ministry  Resume  to 
Terrell  Sessums,  Box  3092.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Tampa.  FLA  33601 

CHATHAM  UMC  NEEDS  TO  SELL  unique  "Maxi 
Taxi"  car  (mint  condition! )  to  meet  budget  needs 
Documented  car  value  $8,000.00  Priced  for 
immediate  sale  at  $6,500.00  or  best  offer.  Please  call 
collect  NOW:  (217-483-3186)  Tom  Mason.  R.R.  =1. 
Box  191.  Chatham.  IL  62629 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC.  1200  member  church,  must 
be  experienced  with  Adult,  Youth  and  Children 
choirs,  position  available  August  1.  Salary  range 
$15, 000-516, 000  per  year,  send  resume  with 
references  to  Zane  Grant,  Lake  Shore  UMC,  2246 
Blanding  Blvd.,  Jacksonville.  FL  32210  (  904  )  388- 
1780. 

CASSETTE  COPIER  NEEDED  for  new  continuing 
education  series.  Need  used  unit  at  reasonable  price 
Contact  Pilgnmage  Productions,  9  Harpending 
Avenue.  Dundee.  New  York  14837.  (607)  243-7242 

FOR  SALE  AT  BIG  DISCOUNT:  2  new  2900  Mark  II 
135  H.P  Turbo-charged  Allis-Chalmers  stationary 
diesel  engines,  direct  from  factory,  mounted  on  base 
with  radiator  and  shroud,  ready  to  operate  with 
exception  of  battery  Benefits  accruable  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  therefore  tax  deductible 
For  further  information,  call  (619  )  356-4377 

EDUCATIONAL  ASSISTANT-CAMP  DIRECTOR 
for  800  member  church  with  year  round  program  of 
-  Christian  Education  and  summer  camping  for 
children  and  youth  in  church  owned  camp  Available 
to  work  September  1.  1984  Resumes  accepted 
through  August  15th.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable 
Centenary  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  167. 
Quincv.  FL 32351  Phone  ( 904  )  627-9226 

CUSTOM  CALLIGRAPHY  Your  favorite  saying, 
poem,  certificates,  etc.  Variety  of  lettering  styles 
Write  Leprechaun.  2302  Milton  Place.  Newark.  DE 
19702  or  phone  ( 302  *  453-0196 

AFFIRMATION:  United  Methodists  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns.  P.O.  Box  1021.  Evanston.  IL  60204. 

NEED  A  FUND  RAISER'1  Publish  a  Group 
-  Cookbook'  Free  brochure,  estimates  We  also 
specialize  in  church  and  family  histories  Sanders 
Printing,  Box  160  -M2,  Garretson.  SD  57030.  ( 605  >  594- 
3427. 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest ? 

-  Write  UMDF.  Room  303B.  475  Riverside  Drive.  New 
York,  NY  10115.  | 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  Treasurer-Director  ol 
Administrative  Services  for  The  Memphis  Annual 
Conference,  Jackson.  Tennessee  Responsibilities 
include  pensions,  insurance,  and  ministerial  records 
Requires  accounting  background  and  heavy  record¬ 
keeping  experience  Send  resume,  references,  and 
salary  requirements  to  Personnel  Committee.  Box 
224.  Henderson.  TN  38340.  by  July  25. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations.  estates,  Methodist  investor  with  quiet 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection  Bank  and  legal  references  7 
Whooping  Crane.  Rockport.  Texas  78382 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies  Near 
Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Completely 
furnished  efficiencies  $125  week.  $400  four  weeks 
Clayton  Calhoun.  P.O.  Box  1138.  Waynesville.  NC 
28786  (  704)627-6067 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  Holy  Land  Trip 
“  with  Dr  Charles  L  Allen.  Transco  Tower.  Suite  1830. 
P.O  Box  1396.  Houston,  Texas 77251  Telephone  (713) 
439-4072  1 

WE  LL  PUBLISH  YOUR  CHURCH  HISTORY, 
cookbooks,  sermons,  booklets,  etc  We  offer  the 
highest  quality  in  workmanship  for  small  or  large 
quantities  -  and  only  2-4  weeks  for  delivery  Write: 
Quill  Publications.  P.O  Box  36499.  Dept  R.  Decatur. 
Ga  30032 

dramas  with  a  national  appeal  could  be 
distributed  nationally  by  the  communi¬ 
cations  office,  he  says. 

The  communications  office  will  be  pro¬ 
ducing  some  new  programs  but  doesn’t 
have  enough  money  to  create  all  the  pro¬ 
grams  that  likely  will  be  needed,  he  says. 

With  many  annual  conferences  and 
local  churches  developing  telecommuni¬ 
cations  programs,  communications  office 
officials  are  hoping  they  can  act  as  gath¬ 
erers  of  the  best  of  the  local  productions. 

One  possibility  being  considered  by 
the  communications  office  is  a  half-hour 
“TV  magazine"  format  that  might  use 
several  items  from  all  over  the  nation 
showing  United  Methodist  churches  doing 
exciting  things. 

Mr.  Price  says  persons  who  believe 
they  have  a  tape  that  may  be  suitable  for 
national  use  by  the  communications  office 
should  contact  him  at  475  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115;  or  Kay 
Cottrell  at  the  communications  office 
headquarters  at  810  Twelfth  Ave.  S.,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.  37203. 

“It  would  be  helpful  if  conferences  and 
churches  would  call  us  before  they  begin 
production  so  we  can  give  them  tips  and 
guidance  on  how  they  might  enhance  a 
program  for  a  national  audience  and 
avoid  legal  and  contractual  pitfalls  that 
often  keep  local  productions  from  re¬ 
ceiving  a  wider  airing,”  Mr.  Price  says. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


government-organized  tour. 

Some  participants  also  said  they  were 
“fed  up"  by  what  they  saw  as  Soviet  ef¬ 
forts  to  use  the  group’s  visit  for  propa¬ 
ganda  purposes. 

“I  feel  like  I  have  been  tortured  for 
peace,"  one  American  said,  referring  to 
the  many  meetings  with  government-ap¬ 
proved  peace  groups  that  filled  the  pro¬ 
gram  in  between  church  visits. 

The  visit  of  the  group,  which  came  here 
under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches,  received  intense 
attention  by  Soviet  media  organizations 
charged  with  supplying  news  to  overseas 
clients. 

Representatives  of  the  group  also  had 
a  meeting  that  lasted  for  more  than  two 
hours  with  George  Arbatov,  the  Soviet 
government’s  top  advisor  on  relations 
with  North  America. 

In  the  remarks,  Mr.  Arbatov  said  that 
church-state  relations  in  the  officially 
atheistic  Soviet  Union  were  improving 
because  “the  churches  are  rather  active 
in  the  peace  movement  (and)  this  in¬ 
creases  the  respect  they  have  in  the 
society.” 

That  tne  American  churches  also 
would  become  active  in  that  movement 
appeared  to  be  what  the  Soviet  hosts 
wanted. 

Eight  United  Methodists  were  among 
the  267  on  the  tour. 

One  was  the  Rev.  James  Archibald, 
pastor  of  Good  Shepherd  UMC  in  Silver 
Spring,  Md. 

Writing  in  the  Baltimore  Conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter,  Mr.  Archibald 
said,  “War  does  not  look  attractive  to 
Russian  people  any  more  than  it  does  to 
us  ...  We  can  solve  our  differences  if  we 
don’t  destroy  the  planet  in  a  nuclear  tra¬ 
gedy.  Such  is  the  agenda  for  the  followers 
of  the  Prince  of  Peace." 

Other  United  Methodists  on  the  trip 
were  Dorothy  Darling  of  Odessa,  N.Y.; 
Vance  Ross,  Gammon  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  student  from  Atlanta;  Norma  An¬ 
derson  of  Youngstown,  Ohio;  the  Rev. 
John  L.  Brown  and  his  daughter  Donna 
of  Berea,  Ohio;  the  Rev.  James  Shields 
of  Oklahoma  City;  and  the  Rev.  Alan 
Geyer,  head  of  the  United  Methodist- 
funded  Churches’  Center  for  Theology 
and  Public  Policy  in  Washington. 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


Career  group  honors  clergywoman 

The  Rev.  Karen  Farish  Miller,  a 
United  Methodist  clergywoman,  was 
recently  named  “Kentucky  Young 
Career  Woman  1983-84”  by  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  Business  and  Professional  Wo¬ 
man’s  Club  Inc.  She  is  the  first  clergy¬ 
woman  to  receive  the  honor  in  the  or¬ 
ganizations  21-year  history. 

The  28-year-old  Tulsa  native  is  also 
the  first  female  minister  in  the  rural 
community  of  Fairdealing,  Ky.  She 
has  been  pastor  of  a  congregation  of 
200  members  at  Maple  Springs  UMC 
there  for  three  years. 

In  the  state-wide  contest,  she  faced 
competition  statewide  from  eight  ca¬ 
reer  women  such  as  a  physics  teacher 
and  a  Fort  Knox  accountant.  As  win¬ 
ner,  whe  will  receive  a  $500  contin¬ 
uing  education  scholarship.  She  plans 
additional  study  in  homiletics  (preach¬ 
ing). 

The  Young  Career  Woman  program 
was  established  by  the  Kentucky 
Business  and  Professional  Woman’s 
Club  in  1963  to  encourage  leadership 
abilities  in  working  women.  The  com¬ 
peting  career  women  were  judged  in 
numerous  categories  such  as  church 
work,  community  service,  scholastic 
work  and  personal  accomplishments. 

“The  judges  were  interested  in  how 
we  (the  contestants)  lived  our  convic¬ 
tions  through  our  careers,"  she 
explained. 

“Active  in  the  UMC  all  my  life,  I  felt 
a  calling  from  God  for  many  years  to 
enter  the  ministry.  While  attending 
Southern  Methodist  University,  I  ma¬ 
jored  in  education,  not  theology;  yet 
God  kept  calling.  I  couldn’t  say  no  to 
the  call,  and  I  attended  Duke  Univer-' 
sity  Divinity  School  after  completing 
SMU." 


KAREN  FARISH  MILLER 


Living  the  convictions  of  a  clergy¬ 
woman  is  not  easy,  she  continued. 
“There  are  many  long-held  pre¬ 
judices  in  rural  Kentucky  against 
women  in  the  ministry,”  she  said. 
“Yet,  I  see  my  presence  here  as  an 
image  breaker.  And  my  winning  the 
title  has  created  a  sense  of  pride  in  my 
congregation.” 

Ms.  Miller’s  husband  is  the  Rev. 
Perry  S.  Miller,  associate  minister  at 
Broadway  UMC  in  Paducah,  Ky.  She 
describes  him  as  supportive  and 
proud  of  her  accomplishments. 

Though  their  churches  are  less  than 
30  miles  apart  Ms.  Miller  added  that 
the  clergy  couple  had  no  intention  of 
sharing  a  pulpit.  “We  started  inde¬ 
pendently  and  we’re  happy  with  that 
arrangement,"  she  said. 

-SHERON  COVINGTON  PATTERSON 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  In  a  dramatic  sketch  being  seen  widely  by  United 
Methodists  in  Kentucky,  “Susanna  Wesley”  makes  a  point  with  her  son, 
"Charles.”  In  real  life  they  are  Melanie  Onnen,  author  of  several 
Wesleyana  sketches,  and  the  Rev.  Greg  Hatfield. 

Susanna  Wesley  appearances 
cover  3  phases  of  history 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  -  “Susanna 
Wesley"  is  as  likely  as  not  to  show  up  on 
any  given  Sunday  morning  in  a  United 
Methodist  pulpit  in  the  Louisville 
conference. 

In  real  life  she  is  Melanie  Onnen, 
associate  director  of  the  conference 
council  on  ministries.  In  her  25-minute 
sketch  Ms.  Onnen  depicts  Susanna 
Wesley  in  three  stages:  As  a  young 
woman,  as  a  mother  and  wife  and  as  a 
widow  and  continuing  leader  in  the 
religious  movement  of  her  sons,  John 
and  Charles. 

She  achieves  the  transition  from  one 
stage  to  another  by  quick  additions  to  or 
deletions  from  her  costume.  She  closes 
each  dramatic  message  with  a  prayer  of 
thanksgiving  and  a  challenge  for  United 


Methodists  to  display  Susanna's  kind  of 
faith  today. 

Assisting  Ms.  Onnen  in  some 
appearances  is  Susanna’s  son,  Charles, 
played  by  the  Rev.  Greg  Hatfield, 
executive  secretary  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  Louisville  Area  Commission  on 
Higher  Education  and  Campus  Ministry. 

The  mother-and-son  dialogue  depicts 
the  Wesleyan  emphasis  on  education  and 
music  and  how  these  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  Methodist  movement’s  organization. 

Ms.  Onnen  wrote  both  the  solo  and  the 
duo  presentations  as  well  as  “Fifty 
Bicentennial  Moments,  which  are  being 
used  throughout  the  Louisville  churches 
as  lay  messages  on  Sunday  morning  and 
in  church  newsletters  and  bulletins. 


Irish  Methodists  get  irked 
over  Bicentennial  bypass 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Watching  plane  after  boat  after  plane 
bypass  the  Emerald  Isle  to  take  Ameri¬ 
can  Methodists  on  heritage  tours  to  Eng¬ 
land  “bothers  us,”  says  the  Rev.  Charles 
Reynolds  whose  native  Irish  accent  be¬ 
lies  his  membership  in  the  Southern  New 
England  Annual  Conference. 

After  all,  Irish  immigrants  were  the 
ones  who  brought  Methodism  to  the 
American  colonies,  he  notes. 

So  a  special  U.S.  Methodist  Bicenten¬ 
nial  celebration  has  been  planned  for 
July  29  in  Donegal  Square  Methodist 
Church  in  Belfast,  Ireland. 

Methodists  traveling  to  Europe  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  include  the  celebration  on 
their  itinerary. 

“The  host  church  has  the  stained  glass 
windows  commemorating  Barbara  Heck 
and  Philip  Embury  who  took  Methodism 
to  the  colonies,"  Mr.  Reynolds  says.  He 

Spud  fund  gains 
growing  support 

BIG  ISLAND,  VA.-  The  Rev.  Ray  Bu¬ 
chanan,  co-director  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Society  of  St.  Andrew,  has 
announced  that  the  Potato  Project  is  re¬ 
ceiving  support  from  a  number  of  de¬ 
nominations.  Substantial  financial 
grants  have  been  received  from  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  (USA),  the  Episcopal 
Church  and  the  Lutheran  Church,  Mis¬ 
souri  Synod. 

The  Potato  Project  shipped  its  first 
load  of  potatoes  on  June  3,  1983.  Since 
then  the  project  has  been  responsible  for 
salvaging  more  than  6  million  pounds 
of  otherwise  wasted  potatoes  and 
yams  to  distribute  to  the  hungry  of  our 
nation.  Eight  million  pounds  of  unmar¬ 
ketable  produce  is  the  salvage  goal  for 
1984. 


adds  that  the  windows  were  donated  by 
American  Methodists  many  years  ago  at 
a  time  when  their  Irish  heritage  was  not 
being  ignored. 

Mr.  Reynolds  says  he  and  a  number  of 
other  Irish  and  Irish-descendant  Metho¬ 
dists  were  a  bit  miffed  that  the  Bicenten¬ 
nial  celebrations  at  (he  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  Baltimore  almost  ignored  the 
Irish  contributions. 

Those  Irish  contributions  include  the 
Methodist  lay  preaching  of  Robert 
Strawbridge  who  founded  Stone  Chapel 
in  Maryland  and  of  Mr.  Embury  and  Ms. 
Heck  who  founded  what  now  is  John  St. 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  York 
City,  the  longest  continuing  Methodist 
congregation  in  America. 

Mr.  Reynolds  is  helping  to  organize  a 
heritage  tour  that  will  include  Ireland, 
England  and  Scotland.  Persons  interest¬ 
ed  in  the  Belfast  celebration  can  reach 
him  at  his  office  at  475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 
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Intern  program  honors 
late  agency  executive 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  An  intern 
program  in  memory  of  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  human  rights  and  social  action  lead¬ 
er  was  endorsed  by  the  denomination’s 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  June  21-23 
here. 

The  board’s  executive  committee  ap¬ 
proved  engaging  one  intern  for  1985  in  the 
new  program  that  honors  the  late  Rev. 
George  H.  Outen.  Dr.  Outen  was  general 
secretary  of  Church  and  Society  at  the 
time  of  his  death  on  Dec.  24, 1980. 

The  denomination’s  Black  Staff  Forum 
organized  the  intern  program  to  help  de¬ 
velop  black  persons  “capable  of  the  lead¬ 
ership  qualities  necessary  to  the  realiza¬ 
tion  of  the  visions  Dr.  Outen  had"  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Attorney  advises  churches 
on  tax  exemption  changes 

CHICAGO  —  The  Northern  Illinois 
United  Methodist  conference  has  retain¬ 
ed  an  attorney  in  the  state  capital  of 
Springfield  following  loss  of  tax  exemp¬ 
tions  for  several  churches  throughout 
Illinois. 


Conference  treasurer  Charles  M.  Cha- 
kour,  writing  in  the  conference  edition  of 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter,  said  at¬ 
torney  Richard  R.  Grummon  will  consult 
with  local  churches  and  represent  them 
on  property-tax-exemption  matters  relat¬ 
ed  to  parsonages  and  other  church  prop¬ 
erty. 

Mr.  Chakour  said  the  Illinois  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Revenue  had  recently  overridden 
some  property  exemptions  granted  to 
churches  by  local  assessors.  The  state 
revenue  department  now  requires 
churches  to  prove  that  the  parsonage  use 
meets  the  “religious  purposes"  test  as 
defined  by  the  revenue  department. 

Teleconference  planned 
on  handling  grief,  anger 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Working 
through  periods  of  grief  and  anger  will  be 
the  theme  of  a  two-day  teleconference 
developed  and  sponsored  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  July  14  and 
28. 

Workshops  in  six  locations  will  feature 
a  set  of  six  30-minute  videotapes  about 
“Growing  Through  Grief."  The  video¬ 
tape  series  was  conducted  by  Dr. 


Howard  Clinebell,  professor  of  pastoral 
psychology  and  counseling  at  the  School 
of  Theology  at  Claremont  ( Calif. ) . 

In  addition  to  viewing  the  tapes  of  a 
group  session  with  Dr.  Clinebell,  those 
participating  at  each  location  of  the  up¬ 
coming  teleconference  will  have  two 
hours  each  day  of  telephone  consultation 
with  Dr.  Clinebell. 

Threats  lead  church 
to  cancel  forum 

From  Religious  News  Service 

MINNEAPOLIS  -  Telephoned  threats 
prompted  a  Minneapolis  church  to  with¬ 
draw  use  of  its  facilities  for  a  forum  deal¬ 
ing  with  consensual  sex  between  men 
and  boys. 

Hennepin  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church  refused  to  permit  the  forum  to  be 
held  there  after  bomb  threats  to  people 
and  property  were  received. 

"We  concluded  there  would  be  suffi¬ 
cient  risk  of  personal  confrontation"  to 
cancel  the  meeting,  said  Harlyn  Hage- 
mann,  the  church’s  minister  of  adminis¬ 
tration. 
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; Visions  of  Peace  —  Actions  of  Faith 

1984  School  of  Christian  Mission  Theme 

.  Tim  n  k  ■  Mrs.  Johnnye  Butler,  Dean  of  the  1984  School  and  Mrs.  Lottie  Palazzo, 

Assistant  Dean,  announce  the  School  of  Christian  Mission  to  be  held  at 
Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  Louisiana.  The  Weekday  School  will  begin  with 
registration  on  Tuesday  morning,  July  24  and  the  opening  session  at  1 :00p.m.  in 
Kilpatrick  Auditorium.  This  School  will  continue  through  Friday  noon,  July  27. 

The  Weekend  School  will  register  that  afternoon  and  the  first  session  will  be 
heldat6  00  p  m.  This  School  will  conclude  at  noon  on  Sunday  July  29. 

The  theme,  “VISIONS  OF  PEACE-ACTIONS  OF  FAITH”  will  be  developed 
through  a  unique  and  timely  lecture  dealing  with  "Peace  and  World  Religion" 
led  by  Dr.  David  Trickett.  There  will  be  special  music  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Figg. 

A  well  qualified  faculty  will  present  the  new  studies  The  study  on 
"Ephesians"  will  be  led  by  Rev.  George  Calvin,  Sr.  Conducting  the  study  on 
“Swords  Into  Plowshares:  A  Vision  of  Peace"  will  be  Mrs.  Ernestine  Dixon, 

Mrs.  Merrilyn  Irvin,  Mary  Grace  Lyman,  and  Mrs.  Margaret  St.  Amant.  The 
study  on  "Korea"  will  be  led  by  Anne  Metz,  Rev.  James  Spitzkeit,  and  Rev. 

Robert  Young. 

The  Schools  will  include  a  "Fellowship  Night,"  time  for  quiet  and  study, 
music  interest  groups,  program  resources,  learning  centers,  and  audio-visuals. 

Those  attending  for  the  first  time  will  be  given  a  special  orientation  time  at  4:30 
p.m.  on  Tuesday  and  at  4:30  p.m.  on  Friday. 

If  you  need  information  concerning  the  Schools,  please  contact  the  Registrar, 

Mrs.  Pat  Cobb,  7117  Memphis  Street,  New  Orleans,  La.  70124. 


The  Word 


From  Centenary  College 


Coushatta  Teacher  Honored 

The  Kelly  Bible  Class  of  First  United  Methodist  church,  Coushatta,  La.  honored 
their  teacher,  Mrs.  C.O.  Jowers.  on  the  occasion  of  her  retirement  from  teaching. 
C.O.,  or  "So”  as  she  is  affectionately  called,  has  served  as  a  teacher  of  the  same 
church  school  class  for  more  than  twenty  years,  rarely  missing  a  Sunday. 

Her  faithfulness.  loyalty,  dedication  and  enthusiasm,  not  only  has  held  the  class 
together,  but  has  been  an  inspiration  to  many  through  the  years.  On  this  occasion. 
Mrs.  Jowers  was  presented  a  Bicentennial  Commemorative  Plaque,  because  of  her 
long  time  keen  interest  in  the  history,  service,  and  outreach  of  the  church. 

The  Kelly  Bible  Class  is  shown  in  the  above  photo.  Front  row:  left  to  right:  Mrs. 
Lucille  Huckabay,  Mrs.  Hazel  Wimberly.  Mrs.  C.O.  Jowers,  Mrs.  Emily  Stothart; 
Back  row;  left  to  right;  Mrs.  Lucille  Willis.  Mrs.  Winnifred  Carter,  Mrs.  Doris  Shaw 
Mrs.  Marie  Strange.  Mrs.  Irene  Holley,  Mrs.  Lois  Snead. 

Persons ,  Churches  and  Events 


Two  Highest  Honors  Conferred  —  The 
Alumni  Association  of  Centenary  College 
selected  Dr.  R.  Leonard  Cooke  as  the 
recipient  of  the  Hall  of  Fame  Award  for 
1984.  The  highest  award  an  alumnus  can 
receive  was  presented  during  the  Alumni 
Weekend  Awards  Banquet,  Friday  June 
22. 

G.  W.  James  Jr.  of  Ruston,  was  voted 
as  Honorary  Alumnus  for  his  outstanding 
and  long  time  support  for  the  college. 

Two  Added  To  Centenary  Board  of 
Trustees  —  Shreveport  Oilman  Robert  E 
Witt  and  banker  William  H.  Jackson 
have  been  elected  to  the  board  of  trustees 
at  Centenary  College.  Jackson  returns  to 
the  board  after  a  one  year’s  absence. 

*  *  * 

Over  200  persons  attended  the  Alumni 
Weekend,  June  22-23  at  Centenary.  On 
Saturday,  amid  Alumni  College  classes, 
and  reunion  parties,  the  group  heard 
Alum  Dr.  Claude  Chadwick,  professor  of 
biology  at  Vanderbilt  speak  on  "How  to 
Eat  for  50  cents  Per  Day.” 

Centenary’s  1983-84  Great  Teachers- 
Scholars  Fund  has  surpassed  its  goal  of 
$700,000  with  an  additional  $101,055  in 


Dr.  L.L.  Haynes,  Jr.  is  serving  as  the 
preacher  for  the  Southeastern  Juris¬ 
diction  Ministers’  Conference,  being  held 
at  Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina  July 
8-13.  His  topic  is:  "Preaching  In  The 
Wesleyan  Tradition.”  Dr.  Haynes  is  the 
pastor  of  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge  and  has  served  as 
Professor  of  Philosophy  at  Southern 
University  for  twenty  years. 

Dr.  Stone  Caraway  reports  a 
successful  NO-Slidell  District  Picnic 
despite  a  heavy  downpour 
Approximately  four  hundred  people 
came  from  twenty-five  different 
churches  to  participate  in  the  May  20, 
event.  Music,  puppet  shows,  games, 
historical  skits  and  a  Circuit  Rider 
graced  the  day.  Frances  Smith  wrote  a 
"Happy  Birthday”  song  for  the  event,  to 
the  tune  of  "Jesus  Loves  Me."  Many  of 
the  events  are  on  video  tape  and  may  be 
obtained  from  Dr.  Caraway  or  the 
Conference  office. 

Ofney  Ellis  was  re-elected  as  president 
of  the  United  Methodist  Men  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  District.  Samuel  Ellis  was  re¬ 
elected  treasurer.  Newly  elected  were 
John  Smith  and  James  Newsom,  vice 
presidents,  and  Richard  Turnipseed, 
secretary. 

Trinity  UM  Church,  Alexandria 
recently  celebrated  their  39th  anni¬ 
versary  as  a  local  church.  It  was 
organized  June  10,  1945  by  Rev.  George 


Harbuck,  their  minister.  Alice  Mucher 
and  Elouise  Waggaman  assisted  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr. 

Reverend  Abraham  E.  Davis,  Pastor, 
First  Street  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans  attended  the  first 
Invitational  Convocation  of  Pastors  of 
downtown  and  inner-city  churches 
throughout  the  United  States.  According 
to  Dr.  Charles  L.  Yue  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Los  Angeles, 
Coordinator  of  the  event,  Pastors  in 
attendance  “shared  experiences  in  a  fish 
bowl  format,  with  professors  from  the 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont, 
directors  of  the  Urban  Foundation, 
District  Superintendents,  key  lay  leaders 
and  others  observing. " 

Reverend  Davis  made  written 
presentations  on  five  areas  of  focus: 
Church  Visitation,  Education,  Communi¬ 
cation  and  Transportation.  The  Political, 
and  uses  of  the  church’s  physical  plant  in 
ministries  to  the  Community 

Pastors’  School 
Brochure  Error 

The  address  of  Dr.  John  Braden,  regis¬ 
trar  for  Pastors’  School,  should  be 
9119  Dean  Road,  Shreveport,  LA  71118 
(not  1919  as  shown  in  the  brochure  and 
Journal). 


Easter  Tree  Decorated  at  Haven 

LIFE 


UM  Seminar  on  National 

and  International  Affairs 

August  3-12 
For: 

Youth,  Adults,  College  Students 
This  Year’s  Focus: 

Central  America 
Leaders : 

Paul  Smith,  Route  1  Box  194B, 
West  Monroe,  La. 
and 

Randy  Nichols,  333  E.  Chimes, 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 
Tentative  Cost :  $400 


Bad  Times  for  God’s  People 


BY  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Pastor 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 
I  Kings  16  :  21-25, 29-33 
I  Kings  22  :  37-39 

Last  week  we  focused  on  the 
beginnings  of  the  Northern  Kingdom  of 
Israel  and  on  the  first  king  of  this  new 
nation,  Jeroboam.  Politically,  Jeroboam 
had  a  good  record  but,  religiously  and  in 
terms  of  obedience  to  Yahweh,  he  failed 
miserably. 

Today  we  turn  to  the  reign  of  Omri 
(who  ruled  Israel  from  about  876  to  869 
B.C.)  and  his  dynasty.  Omri  managed  to 
keep  peace  between  Israel  and  Judah 
( and  there  was  much  tension  between  the 
two  countries  at  the  time)  and  worked 
out  some  military  alliances  to  protect  his 
own  position.  One  of  these  alliances  was 
with  Phoenicia,  a  nation  which 
worshiped  nature  gods,  fertility  goddesses 
Phoenicia’s  gods  and  goddesses  were  a 
part  of  their  Baal  worship.  Unfortunately 
(and  unwisely).  Omri  tolerated  Baal 
worship  within  Israel.  In  an  attempt  to 
strengthen  Israel’s  position  in  the 
eastern  world,  Omri  arranged  for  a 
marriage  between  his  crown  prince  son, 
Ahab,  and  a  now  famous  (or  infamous) 
princess  of  Phoenicia,  Jezebel. 

Jezebel  was  zealous  in  promoting  Baal 
worship,  polluting  the  religion  of  Israel  to 
the  point  that  many  Hebrews  were 
converted  to  Baal.  Omri  tolerated  this  in 
an  effort  to  keep  everyone  happy  by 
letting  them  have  whatever  they  wanted, 
especially  in  religion.  Omri  was 
considered  to  be  one  of  Israel’s  greatest 
kings  in  political  matters  for  even  one 
hundred  fifty  years  later  the  nation 
Israel  was  still  being  called  "the  Land  of 
Omri.” 

Our  scripture  lesson  says  that  "Omri 
did  what  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord, 
and  did  more  evil  than  all  who  were 
before  him.” 

Ahab  came  to  the  throne  at  Omri’s 
death.  He  followed  in  his  father’s 
footsteps  in  that  he  was  a  master 


politician,  arranging  for  an  alliance 
which  created  a  buffer  between  Israel 
and  the  powerful  land  of  Assyria.  He 
promoted  foreign  trade.  He  came  to  be 
considered  even  more  capable  and 
successful  than  had  been  his  father.  But, 
as  his  father,  Ahab  had  a  terrible 
religious  ethic. 

He  permitted  Jezebel  to  promote  the 
worship  of  Baal  and  even  built  a  house 
and  altar  for  Baal  in  Samaria,  the  city 
Omri  had  founded  and  built.  Though  he, 
himself,  never  turned  to  Baal  as  a  god,  he 
was  never  very  enthusiastic  or 
dedicated  to  Yahweh  so  his  influence 
was  negative.  Whatever  witness  he  made 
was  negative. 

Ahab  died  in  battle,  having  ruled  Israel 
for  nearly  twenty  years.  And,  never  in 
that  twenty  years  did  Ahab  do  anything 
to  promote  the  religion  of  Yahweh.  Never 
did  he  ever  condemn  or  prevent  the 
worship  of  Baal.  He  set  such  a  bad 
example  for  the  true  religion  by  simply 
doing  nothing  to  promote  it.  His  wife. 
Jezebel,  was  firmly  and  actively  opposed 
to  Yahweh  so  she.  too,  was  an  evil 
influence  upon  the  people. 

When  the  natural  leaders  of  the  land 
are  not  interested  in  true  worship  and 
when  there  is  no  one  in  a  position  of 
authority,  God  turns  to  the  "little 
people.”  God  found  a  “little  person”  in 
Elijah  and  made  of  him  a  giant.  Elijah 
was  what  we  call  a  pre-literary  prophet, 
i.e.,  he  did  not  write  anything  down  but 
went  about  preaching,  interpreting 
oracles  and  doing  deeds  for  the  Lord  to 
make  his  point.  On  one  occasion,  the 
Lord  had  caused  a  three-year  drought. 
The  crops  were  drying  up.  Nothing  would 
grow.  The  people  and  especially  King 
Ahab  blamed  the  situation  on  Elijah, 
since  this  prophet  was  the  one  who  had 
been  preaching  doom  and  destruction. 
Ahab  sought  out  Elijah  and  asked,  “Are 
you  the  one  who  is  troubling  Israel?” 
Elijah  answered,  "Not  I  but  you  —  you’re 
the  ones  who  have  caused  the  trouble  by 
your  sinning." 


Dr.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  recipient  of  this 
year’s  prestigious  Hall  of  Fame  Award 
at  Centenary  College,  sounds  the  bell  to 
call  fellow  alums  to  the  faculty/alumni 
cookout  during  Alumni  Weekend.  The 
bell  is  from  the  Centenary  campus  in 
Jackson;  it  was  Dr.  Cooke  who  tracked  it 
down  and  brought  it  back  to  the  college. 

new  gifts,  thereby  meeting  a  challenge 
grant  of  $100,000  for  a  total  of  $901,055 
raised.  The  announcement  was  made  by 
Dr.  Darrell  Loyless,  vice  president  of  the 
College  and  Chris  Webb,  dirctor  of  the 
fund. 


Broadmoor  (Shreveport) 
Names  New  Youth  Director 


When  Kelly  Crawford  Williams  began 
work  this  summer  as  director  of  youth 
ministries  at  Broadmoor  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  she  already  knew  all  the 
youth,  the  church  staff,  and  most  of  the 
adult  members  of  the  congregation 

Kelly,  a  1984  Church  Careers  graduate 
of  Centenary  College,  has  been  working 
at  Broadmoor  for  the  past  two  years  as 
part  of  her  field  education  in  the  Church 
Careers  Program. 

"The  key  thing  this  program  gave  me 
was  experience,”  said  Kelly.  “It  allowed 
me  the  hands-on  experience  of  actually 
working  in  a  church  that  I  couldn’t  have 
gotten  from  the  academics  alone.” 

As  she  moves  into  her  full-time  job,  she 
will  also  take  on  the  responsibility  of 
church  school  and  the  recruitment  of 
teachers  and  adult  assistants.  She  will 
also  continue  her  work  with  MYF,  such 
as  assisting  the  middle  school  students  in 
planning  and  producing  a  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  "To  get  them  interested  in  worship, 
we  need  to  have  them  participate  —  do 
the  ushering,  choir  singing,  and  lead¬ 
ing.” 
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Rev.  Warren  Blakeman  welcomes 
Kelly  Crawford  Williams  to  the  staff  of 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport. 

“I  think  we’ve  got  an  outstanding  grad¬ 
uate  in  Kelly,”  said  Warren  Blakeman, 
pastor  of  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  and  a  Centenary  alumnus  him¬ 
self.  “The  key  to  any  church  is  the  staff 
Kelly  is  so  flexible;  she’s  had  the  traini  ig 
to  do  this,  so  she’s  capable  of  moving  into 
other  areas.” 


BY  CORINNE  M.  DELANEY 
Haven  UMC  Communicator 

An  activity  engaged  in  to  illustrate  the 
meaning  of  Easter  by  children  in  the 
Sunday  School  Department  was  brought 
about  when  their  teachers  asked  them  to 
bring  a  bare  tree  so  that  it  could  be 
brought  to  life.  The  second  Sunday  of 
Lent,  a  bare  tree  was  brought  into  the 
sanctuary.  The  theme  for  this  Easter 
Season  was  "LIFE.”  The  tree  was  used 
to  illustrate  the  absence  of  life.  Scripture 
reading  for  our  Lenten  Observance  was 
"I  come  that  they  may  have  life  and  have 
it  abundantly”  (John  10:10). 

As  each  week  passed  by  the  children 


Children  who  decorated  the  bare  tree. 

helped  to  bring  the  bare  tree  to  life 
During  the  succeeding  weeks  leaves, 
flowers,  caterpillars  and  cocoons  were 
added  thus  leading  up  to  the  final 
addition  of  butterflies  on  Easter 
Morning. 

When  the  leaves  were  added  the 
scripture  reading  used  as  the  theme 
came  from  Revelation  22:2.  The  leaves  of 
the  bare  tree  served  as  a  symbol  for  the 
healing  of  the  nation.  Flowers  were  used 
to  symbolize  beauty,  life,  and  hope. 

On  Easter  Morning,  butterflies  were 
placed  not  only  on  the  tree  but  elsewhere 
in  the  sanctuary.  They  were  used  as  sym¬ 
bols  of  Christ’s  resurrection  and  of  the 
new  life  that  God  makes  possible  lor  all. 


New  Appointments  Announced  for 
the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District 

Dr.  Ken  Reed,  superintendent,  has  announced  the  following  appointments, 
made  by  Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway  to  the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District : 
Effective  June  24, 1984 

to:  St.  Peter-Moses  Chapel-Jackson  chapel  .  Oscar  Brown  ( PTLP ). 

Effective  Julyl,  1984 

to :  Day’s  UMC :  Boyd  Hood  ( R ) 

Effective  July  8, 1984 

to:  North  Baton  Rouge  UMC:  Jack  K.  Luttrell. 
to:  St.  Lukes:  James  F.  Comer. 


Deaths 


Dinner  Honoring  the  Galloways  Set 

>:  A  special  dinner  honoring  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Paul  V.  Galloway  will  be  held 

•:  August  8,  during  Pastors’  School,  at  6:00  p.m.  at  Noel  United  Methodist  Church,  J 
>:  Shreveport.  Tickets  are  $6.00  and  should  be  purchased  from  district  superin-  5 
tendents  before  August  1.  All  ministers,  spouses  and  laypersons  are  invited.  £ 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 


Paul  V.  Galloway ,  Bishop 
Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
Council  Director 


Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 
Linda  Crum, 
Editorial  Assistant 


P.O.  Drawer  3057,  Baton  Rouge.  La  70821 


Juan  F.  Sanfiel,  67,  retired  minister  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  died  June  26. 
at  New  Orleans.  Until  his  retirement  at 
the  June  session  of  the  Annual 
Conference.  Juan  served  in  the  Spanish 
Speaking  Ministry  of  New  Orleans,  along 
with  his  wife  Marta.  He  is  also  survived 
by  a  son,  Francisco. 

Pearl  W.  Evans,  36,  a  minister  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  and  ordained 


elder  at  the  June  session,  died  July  2,  at 
Lafayette.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  Rev  Wayne  Evans,  with  whom 
she  served  as  co-pastor  of  the  Davidson- 
Lydia  Charge,  and  two  children. 

The  infant  child  of  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Douglas  B.  de  Graffenried  died  shortly 
after  birth,  June  17.  in  New  Orleans. 
Douglas  is  the  associate  minister  at  the 
Aurora  UM  Church. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Editorials- 

Mainline  Christian  TV  network 
deserves  broad  church  support 


£MR*TIAHS  HAVE  A 
SPECIAL  SET OF 
4TANCW3*  THAT  MUST 
HOT  CHANGE  WITH 
TIME  OR  40UATIOH 


We  hail  the  recent  launching  of  a  new 
cable  television  network  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  as  a  noteworthy 
achievement  (see  UMR,  June  29).  The 
Southern  Baptists'  American  Christian 
Television  System,  also  known  as  ACTS, 
makes  it  possible,  among  other  things, 
for  mainline  Christian  denominations  to 
enter  the  cable  TV  marketplace  more 
fully  on  a  national  scale. 

ACTS  officials,  for  example,  say  that 
they  desire  theirs  to  be  the  “network  of 
mainline  Christianity.'’  Consistent  with 
that  desire,  ACTS  has  made  several 
prime-time  Sunday  program  slots  avail¬ 
able  at  no  cost  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  other  mainline  denomina¬ 
tions  —  and  even  to  the  National  Council 
of  Churches. 

We  applaud  ACTS  network  officials  for 
making  program  slots  available  to  other 
denominations  even  though  Southern 
Baptist  materials  understandably  will 
occupy  much  of  the  remaining  program 
time.  Until  now,  cable  networks  devoted 
to  Christian  programs  have  been  largely 
the  domain  of  independent,  fundamental¬ 
ist  groups.  By  contrast,  views  of  main¬ 
line  Christians  in  particular  too  often 
tend  to  be  under-represented  on  existing 
network  television,  including  cable  TV. 

Consequently,  the  preponderance  of 
TV  programs  reflecting  a  fundamental¬ 
ist  view  of  Christianity  is  likely  to  be  far 
out  of  proportion  to  the  number  of  Amer¬ 
ican  Christians  who  actuallv  hold  such 


views.  Moreover,  such  an  imbalance  con¬ 
tributes  to  one-sided  and  frequently  shal¬ 
low  perceptions  of  the  Gospel,  particular¬ 
ly  among  persons  who  do  not  —  or  cannot 

—  actively  participate  in  any  other 
church  tradition. 

We  believe  that  television  viewers 
should  have  the  opportunity  to  be  ex¬ 
posed  to  a  variety  of  Christian  perspec¬ 
tives,  including  both  fundamentalist  and 
mainline  understandings  of  the  Gospel. 
Christianity  in  the  United  States  is  the 
outgrowth  of  many  theological  heritages 
and  different  Christian  traditions.  Tele¬ 
vision  that  mostly  reflects  a  single 
theology  or  tradition  distorts  that  re¬ 
ality  and  diminishes  the  opportunity  for 
countless  persons  to  hear  and  respond  to 
other,  equally  legitimate,  expressions  of 
Christ’s  message. 

The  Southern  Baptists’  new  American 
Christian  Television  System  deserves  the 
full  support  of  those  of  us  in  other  denom¬ 
inations.  We  who  are  members  of  main¬ 
line  churches  should  urge  our  denomina¬ 
tional  leaders  to  develop  and  supply  to 
ACTS  quality  programs  that  reflect  our 
church’s  viewpoint  and  theological  heri¬ 
tage. 

And  we  should  urge  local  cable  opera¬ 
tors,  if  they  have  not  already  done  so,  to 
allocate  a  channel  to  the  ACTS  network 

—  not  to  the  exclusion  of  other  Christian 
networks  but  in  the  interest  of  balance 
and  fairness  in  the  presentation  of  the 
Gospel. 


BOX  ITS  (sBTTlHO 
HARPER  AMP  HARPER 
TO  Eft TOMP  WITH 
tXRtfTlM  (XKk  TO 
WHAT  60ft  ON  IM 
MY  omc£ 
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Here  I  Stand  ; ,  ■ 

erences  should  make 


Annual  Conf 
agenda  time  for  spiritual  growth 


By  WILLIAM  DOUGLAS  MILLS 

In  many  ways  it  was  business  as  usual 
at  our  Annual  Conference  this  year.  In 
some  notable  ways  it  was  not.  In  the 
midst  of  the  ordinary  reports  about  fi¬ 
nances,  missions,  pensions,  lay  life  and 
clergy  life,  the  New  Mexico  Conference 
took  the  extraordinary  step  of  facing  and 
striving  against  sin.  While  the  Confer¬ 
ence  made  no  bold  claims  of  divine  ora¬ 
cles  about  the  issuing  struggles  of  the 
church,  it  did  set  in  motion  the  discipline 
necessary  to  hear  God’s  Word  in  daily 
life  and  annual  decisions. 

Our  Annual  Conference  became  a 
praying  conference  this  year  in  the  most 
literal  sense.  We  all  take  for  granted  that 
conference  business  is  handled  with 
prayerful  attitudes  and  in  a  way  that 
glorifies  God  and  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Yet  it  is  not  enough  to  presuppose 
an  attitude  of  prayer  if  we  do  not,  in  the 
course  of  business,  adopt  the  discipline  of 
prayer.  The  worst  sin  is  prayerlessness, 
especially  when  we  are  about  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  God’s  church.  Next  in  line  is  the 
pretense  of  prayer  when  we  really  are 
not  serious  about  it. 

Indifference  towards  spiritual  develop- 


A  ‘megatrend’  we  should  reverse 


If  you  are  not  one  of  the  half  million 
people  who  have  read  “Megatrends,”  the 
recent  best  seller  by  John  Naisbitt, 
chances  are  that  you  have  heard  it  re¬ 
ferred  to  by  someone  who  has  —  perhaps 
your  pastor  or  some  other  church  leader. 

“High  tech/high  touch,"  for  example, 
is  one  widely-popularized  phrase  from 
the  book  that  is  frequently  cited  as  hav¬ 
ing  implications  for  the  church.  It  refers 
to  the  quest  for  more  and  better  personal 
relationships  (“high  touch”)  as  ever 
more  sophisticated  technology  is  intro¬ 
duced  into  our  lives  (“high  tech”). 

It  is  entirely  appropriate  for  Christians 
to  glean  insights  from  such  secular 
sources  in  order  to  gain  a  better  under¬ 
standing  of  the  world,  including  the 
forces  which  influence  it  and  us.  If  we  be¬ 
lieve,  as  we  should,  that  all  truth  and  wis¬ 
dom  come  from  God,  then  we  would  be 
remiss  not  to  use  knowledge  gained  from 
sources  such  as  “Megatrends"  to  ad¬ 
vance  God’s  kingdom. 

We  become  concerned  and  anxious. 


however,  when  persons  in  the  church  ap¬ 
pear  to  look  upon  popular  social  analyses 
like  “Megatrends”  as  being  on  a  par 
with,  or  even  a  substitute  for,  a  biblical 
understanding  of  human  life.  In  some 
cases,  the  time  and  attention  given  to 
such  popular  best  sellers  in  study  groups 
or  even  sermon  preparation  appears  to 
exceed  that  given  to  the  study  of  Scrip¬ 
ture. 

As  a  consequence,  we  sometimes  be¬ 
come  impressively  wise  in  the  ways  of 
the  world  but  pathetically  shallow  in  our 
grasp  of  and  commitment  to  God’s  Word 
and  will  for  our  lives. 

We  believe  the  temptation  faced  by 
contemporary  Christians  to  latch  with 
enthusiasm  onto  almost  anything  but  the 
Bible  is  a  previously  unnamed  “mega¬ 
trend”  which  can  and  should  be  re¬ 
versed.  We  can  best  begin  by  refusing  to 
allow  any  book,  however  useful  and/or 
popular,  to  replace  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  as  our  primary  guide  for  liv¬ 
ing  in  relation  to  God,  to  one  another  and 
to  our  world. 


My  Witness 

All  church  members  are 
needed,  even  handicapped 


ment  has  long  been  a  trend  in  church  cir¬ 
cles.  Church  leaders  of  the  first  centuries 
had  a  name  for  this.  “Acedia”  is  the 
name  for  spiritual  boredom  or  laziness. 
“Acedia"  is  nonchalance  towards  the 
means  of  grace:  discipline  and  obedience 
which  a  personal  relationship  with  God 
normally  requires,  and  without  which 
one  is  left  empty,  longing  for  the  excite¬ 
ment  of  the  spiritual  life.  Like  all  rela¬ 
tionships,  our  relationship  with  God  must 
be  nurtured.  The  sin  of  “acedia"  is  to  pay 
no  attention  to  the  ways  and  means  of 
nurturing  that  relationship. 

In  opposition  to  “acedia,”  our  Annual 
Conference  took  time  apart  from  the  re¬ 
ports  and  resolutions  for  directed  group 
prayer,  Scripture  reading,  meditation 
and  sharing  of  faith  journeys. 

Spiritual  discipline  begins  with  our 
ability  (or  inability!)  to  listen  to  our  in¬ 
ternal  voices.  Yet  focused  listening  is 
hard  when  the  inner  voice  of  God  is 
drowned  out  by  the  clamor  of  the  outer 
world.  The  world  insists  that  we  stay 
busy,  running  to-and-fro,  making  ap¬ 
pointments  and  meeting  engagements. 
What  we  need  is  a  place  of  solitude,  a  de¬ 
sert  within  our  lives  which  we  covenant 
to  attend  each  day,  where  we  can  meet 
the  Lord  and  learn  to  be  what  God  has 
called  us  to  be.  This  is  as  true  for  an  an¬ 
nual  conference  as  it  is  for  an  individual. 

Solitude  is  a  dangerous  thing.  It  is  a 
place  of  tranquillity,  but  it  is  also  a  place 
of  conversion,  of  redeeming  fire.  It  is  the 
place  where  we  meet  the  ugliness  of  our 


lives  and,  in  that  confrontation,  surren¬ 
der  ourselves  totally  and  unconditionally 
to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

In  the  midst  of  the  noise  of  our  world 
and  our  meetings  the  believer,  and  the 
believing  church,  must  pause  and  wait  in 
silence  for  the  Word  of  God.  Hearing  is 
hard  until  we  escape  the  noise  of  the  con¬ 
ference  floor  and  the  wordiness  of  our 
lives  —  be  they  words  on  our  lips  or  on 
the  pages  of  pre-conference  reports. 
Quite  naturally  we  are  afraid  of  silence 
so  we  prefer  to  spend  our  time  talking, 
addressing  the  conference’s  members 
and,  only  indirectly,  God.  Our  words  be¬ 
come  a  distraction  of  things  about  God 
rather  than  communication  with,  and  an 
offering  to,  God. 

John  Wesley  was  convinced  that  we 
can  grow  in  grace  and  fellowship  with 
God  if  we  are  constant  in  our  attendance 
to  the  means  of  grace  which  Christ  or¬ 
dained.  The  means  of  grace  Wesley  listed  , 
are  prayer,  searching  the  Scriptures, 
Holy  Communion,  fasting  and  Christian 
conference. 

There  is  no  better  example  for  the 
church  and  the  believer  than  an  Annual 
Conference  which  takes  this  conviction  to 
heart  and  puts  it  into  practice  at  the  very 
center  of  its  gatherings.  I  think  it  a  good 
thing  for  an  Annual  Conference  to  estab¬ 
lish  time  within  its  agenda  for  spiritual 
development.  Lord  knows  we  are  always 
in  need  of  it!  I  challenge  other  confer¬ 
ences  to  follow  this  lead  and,  thus,  be  a 
witness  to  its  member  churches. 


By  CAROLYN  KNOWLES 

Recent  stories  critical  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  suggest  that  those  of  us  who  have 
been  touched  by  the  missional  outreach 
of  this  agency  need  to  do  a  more  effective 
job  of  telling  our 
story.  Due  largely 
to  the  work  of  the 
board’s  National 
Division,  I  feel  I  can 
now  tell  my  story: 

Jesus  loves  me,  un¬ 
conditionally. 

He  loves  my  deaf¬ 
ness,  because  it  is  a 
part  of  my  condi-  Carolyn  Knowles 
tion.  The  Lord  our  God  works  in  this 
world  through  our  weakness.  Therefore  I 
must  bring  with  me  my  deafness  (in¬ 
cluding  my  special  needs  .  . .  light  to  see, 
induction  loop  amplification,  whatever). 
If  I  don’t  bring  my  needs  I  am  bringing 
me  only  partly,  loving  you  only  partly, 
and  serving  my  Lord  only  partly.  Since 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Cuban  Methodists  need  support 


To  the  Editor: 

Roy  Beck’s  column  of  June  15  about  the 
Cuban  government’s  restrictions  on 
evangelism  by  the  Cuban  Methodist 
Church  raises  important  questions  re¬ 
garding  the  church  and  its  relationship  to 
the  society  in  which  it  finds  itself.  There 
are  some  points  at  which  dialogue  might 
reveal  differences.  But  we  think  that  all 
United  Methodists  would  agree  that  it  is 
important  to  maintain  the  Christian  wit¬ 
ness  in  Cuba,  as  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Bishop  Armando  Rodriguez  has  made 
an  important  contribution  to  that  effort 
in  the  leadership  he  has  provided  Cuban 
Methodists  by  maintaining  the  unity  and 
identity  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Cuba . 
Mr.  Beck’s  article  underlines  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  what  Bishop  Rodriguez  and 
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other  Cuban  Methodists  have  empha¬ 
sized  is  their  number  one  priority  —  the 
rehabilitation,  repair  and  reconstruction 
of  church  buildings  that  are  in  desperate 
disrepair.  In  Cuba  the  importance  of 
maintenance  of  the  buildings  is  magnified 
in  that,  as  Mr.  Beck  indicated,  preaching 
may  take  place  only  in  templos. 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  has  approved  an  Advance  Special  of 
$100,000  per  year  to  assist  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Cuba  in  this  project.  They  esti¬ 
mate  it  will  cost  $1,350,000,  of  which  they 
are  requesting  $775,000  over  a  five-year 
period.  In  Cuba,  as  in  other  nations,  these 
buildings  are  important  as  places  for 
Methodists  to  worship,  learn,  have  fel¬ 
lowship  and  prepare  themselves  for  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  communities.  They  also  serve 
as  symbols  that  followers  of  the  God  re¬ 
vealed  in  Jesus  Christ  are  present. 

We  hope  that  Methodists  concerned 
with  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  in  all  na¬ 
tions  will  see  this  request  from  our  Cuban 
Methodist  sisters  and  brothers,  not  solely 
as  a  request  for  bricks  and  mortar,  but  as 
a  way  in  which  we  can  be  of  help  in  an¬ 
nouncing  the  Good  News  of  the  Kingdom. 
Peggy  Billings,  Nora  Quiroga  Boots 
and  Joseph  A.  Perez 
New  York,  New  York 

A  sad  error  in  judgment 

To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  is  written  with  both  regret 
and  concern.  If  I  did  not  attempt  to  com¬ 


municate  my  feelings  with  regard  to  the 
actions  taken  by  our  General  Conference 
delegates  regarding  military  service  in  this 
country,  it  would  be  unconscionably  hypo¬ 
critical  on  my  part  (see  UMR,  June  1). 

When  the  1000  delegates  “overwhelm¬ 
ingly”  voted  against  all  conscription, 
even  in  wartime,  and  to  support  draft  re- 
sisters,  that  action  violated  a  constituent 
part  of  my  basic  beliefs.  I  do  not  consider 
it  to  be  “incompatible  with  the  Gospel” 
for  Christians  to  defend  their  nation 
against  aggressors  who  may  or  may  not 
be  so  motivated.  Then,  to  further  com¬ 
pound  this  unfortunate  turn  of  events,  the 
delegates  branded  our  government’s  pre¬ 
sent  volunteer  forces  as  “racist." 

I  always  hope  and  pray  to  be  motivated 
by  a  Christian  conscience.  I  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  in  “my  country  right  or  wrong,"  but 
I  am  an  American.  I  am  not  a  world  tra¬ 
veler  nor  do  I  owe  allegiance  to  any  uni¬ 
versal  citizenry.  I  am  a  United  Methodist 
who  disavows  himself  from  the  actions 
taken  in  these  regards  by  the  conference 
delegates. 

Too  many  Americans,  living  and  dead, 
have  paid  great  prices  and  made  great 
sacrifices  for  the  freedoms  which  I  now 
enjoy  for  me  to  reconcile  myself  to  the 
new  words  included  in  the  Social  Princi¬ 
ples.  I  can  only  hope  and  pray  and  work 
to  secure  a  rescission  of  what  i  consider 
to  be  a  very  sad  error  in  judgment. 

Donald  H.  Jones 

Crowley,  Louisiana 


On  the  UMR  Beat 


Wedding’s  blessings  point 
to  God’s  presence ,  love 


When  wedding  bells  rang  recently  for 
me  they  made  me  pause  and  count  my 
many  blessings. 

Spiritually  I  felt  confident  about  the  up¬ 
coming  marriage.  Robert  and  I  had 
undergone  several  weeks  of  pre-marital 
counseling  with  a  competent  and  enthusi¬ 
astic  United  Methodist  minister.  Those 
sessions  greatly  enriched  our  under¬ 
standing,  appreciation  and  preparation 
for  Christian  marriage.  A  caring  pasto¬ 
ral  counselor  is  a  blessing. 

The  week  that  led  up  to  the  wedding  in 
my  hometown,  Charlotte,  N.C.,  was  like 
a  dream.  I  basked  at  home  in  the  warmth 
of  relatives  and  lifelong  neighbors  and 
friends  including  my  bridesmaids. 
Throughout  the  fast-paced  week  they 
continuously  filled  our  house,  assisting  in 
any  way  possible.  Friends  are  a  special 
blessing  and  a  source  of  joy. 

And  it  was  a  joy  that  week  to  see  the 
two  most  important  blessings  in  my  life 
—  my  parents  —  so  happy.  I  have  never 
seen  their  faces  beam  with  such  pride  in 


Sheron  Patterson 
their  daughter.  I  was  thankful  to  them  for 
the  blessing  of  having  been  raised  in  a  Chris¬ 
tian  home  and  a  Christian  community 

Dressed  in  my  wedding  gown,  standing 
in  the  entrance  of  the  sanctuary,  I  began 
counting  all  the  blessings  that  I  had  re¬ 
ceived.  Suddenly  I  cried  with  joy.  I  cried 
while  walking  toward  the  altar  with  my 
father,  throughout  the  entire  ceremony 
and  walking  back  up  the  aisle  with 
Robert  —  my  most  recent  and  very  spe¬ 
cial  blessing. 

In  light  of  these  many  blessings,  the 
wedding  was  a  beautiful  worship  exper 
ience.  The  hymns,  scripture,  prayer  and 
communion  reminded  everyone  present 
that  God  is  the  basis  of  a  Christian  mar¬ 
riage.  Our  presence  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord  also  was  a  reminder  that,  for  mar 
riage  to  be  a  blessing  —  to  the  couple  as 
well  as  to  others  —  it  always  must  be 
lived  in  an  awareness  of  God's  presence 
and  love. 

Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings 
flow 

-SHERON  COVINGTON  PATTERSON 


the  church  needs  all  of  its  members  to  be 
the  whole  church,  it  needs  all  of  me,  too. 

I  am  honestly  not  sure  why  Jesus 
wants,  or  needs  my  ears.  To  myself  I  call 
my  disability  “dead-deafness.”  To  me 
that  is  what  it  has  been,  lifeless.  Does  it 
hurt?  Yes,  very  much  .  .  .  though  I  have 
never  known  earache,  or  physical  pain 
with  my  deafness.  (Did  it  hurt  Jesus 
when  Thomas  touched  His  nail-imprints? 
Why  did  He  bring  them  back  with  Him, 
anyway?) 

Statements  were  inside 

These  statements  were  there  inside  of 
me.  It  has  been  through  the  actions  of  our 
church’s  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  that  I  have  been  able  to  participate 
as  a  person  with  a  handicapping  condi¬ 
tion  in  my  local  church  .  .  .  and  there  to 
say  clearly  what  I  have  just  said.  That  al¬ 
so  includes  the  grace  to  add  that  I  am 
sorry  it  is  expensive  to  include  me  in  the 
life  of  the  church. 

Global  Ministries’  National  division^ 
created  a  network:  a  kinship  of  persons, 
with  and  without  disabilities,  who  care^ 
workshops  to  bring  us  together;  a  sym¬ 
posium  —  “Is  Our  Theology  Disabled?” 
—  that  dared  to  question,  and  cared 
enough  to  listen.  And  more,  much  more, 
has  transpired  that  has  given  new  life  to 
me,  and  sight  to  see  a  caring  church 
working,  in  our  stumbling  way,  as  the 
Body  of  the  Jesus  who  loves  me. 

Directors  know  theology 

I  believe  the  directors  of  the  National 
Division  know  their  theology,  and  it  is 
Wesleyan,  and  it  is  being  heard.  Here  in 
our  West  Ohio  Conference  we  have  a 
committee  that  is  at  work,  opening  doors 
in  our  Council  on  Ministries,  to  share  the 
warm  heart  ...  the  Good  News  .  .  .  with 
persons  like  me  who  have  handicapping 
conditions. 

"My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  their  lives  as 
Christians.  This  week's  contributor, 
Carolyn  Knowles,  is  a  member  of  Com¬ 
munity  UMC  in  Dayton,  Ohio  (West  Ohio 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P. 
O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


Jurisdictional  Conference 
needs  reform  of  functions 


By  COYD  TAGGART 

It  would  be  great  if  in  one  of  the  five 
Jurisdictional  Conferences  action  is 
taken  in  the  first  session  to  give  the  first 
two  days  to  an  item  of  business  which  is 
more  important  than  the  election  of  bish¬ 
ops.  Such  an  item  would  be  the  planning 
for  a  Jurisdictional  Evangelism  empha¬ 
sis  for  the  next  quadrennium  to  achieve 
the  membership  goals  established  by  the 
General  Conference.  Double  by  1992!  If 
this  is  to  be  done,  the  local  churches  in 
our  jurisdictions  will  need  leadership  and 
a  support  system. 

Could  there  be  an  answer  at  the  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference  for  a  couple  of  the 
most  basic  problems  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church? 

As  of  now,  in  several  of  the  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conferences,  the  primary  activity 
is  the  election  of  bishops.  At  a  time  when 
the  pendulum  of  power  is  starting  to 
swing  back  to  the  local  church,  perhaps 
this  under-utilized  organizational 
“thing”  could  take  on  a  much  needed 
task  and  role. 

The  task  is  at  least  two-fold : 

1.  Create  a  streamlined  way  to  elect 
bishops  who  qualify  as  administrators 
rather  than  as  caucus  candidates. 

2.  Truly  implement  item  *  1  of  the  Pur¬ 
pose  of  the  Jurisdictional  Conferences  as 
stated  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Church: 
To  promote  the  evangelistic,  education¬ 
al,  missionary  and  benevolent  interests 
of  the  church,  and  to  provide  for  interests 
and  institutions  within  their  boundaries. 

The  jurisdictional  structure  is  largely 
permissive,  with  only  minimal  mandated 
functions.  It  is  legal  to  make  it  mainly  po¬ 
litical.  But  that  does  not  reflect  the 
church’s  history  of  evangelism  and  ser¬ 
vice  rooted  in  the  concept  of  servant  min¬ 
istry.  Mr.  Wesley  didn’t  want  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Societies  to  have  bishops  in  the  first 
place.  Early  American  Methodists  made 
that  decision  in  order  to  have  ordained 
clergy  to  administer  the  sacraments. 

We  need  a  broader  vision  of  our  mis¬ 
sion.  The  election  of  bishops  could  be  an 
important  but  minor  part  of  a  very  ex¬ 
pensive  week. 

In  the  current  situation,  many  of  us 
find  a  flaw  between  the  constitutional 
mission  statement,  and  the  methods  and 
objectives  of  two  powerful  levels  of 
church  politics: 


(1)  the  special  interest  caucuses  and 
those  which  are  anti-special  interest  in 
the  Annual  Conference;  and 

(2)  the  organized  and  informal  politi¬ 
cal  objectives  of  the  national  staffs  of  the 
general  boards  of  the  church  as  they  at¬ 
tempt  to  choreograph  the  actions  of  the 
General  Conference. 

Could  the  jurisdictional  conferences 
play  a  part  in  reform?  ...  or  revival? 

The  implied  job  description  of  a  bishop 
is  largely  administrative  and  manager¬ 
ial.  The  process  of  selection  should  pro¬ 
duce  the  very  best  qualified  administra¬ 
tors  in  the  church. 

At  least  two  jurisdictions  have  full¬ 
time  paid  staff  and  a  variety  of  minis¬ 
tries  which  do  seem  to  cover  more  of  the 
mission  statement.  And  yet,  every  four 
years  there  is  a  diminution  of  attention 
given  to  other  ministries  while  those  ju-  * 
risdictions  also  turn  maj6r  attentidrr  *to 
politics. 

The  jurisdictional  conference  could  • 
confront  these  urgent  issues  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  It  can  happen  only 
with  lay  and  clergy  leadership  which  is 
focused  upon  the  Gospel  mandate,  and 
not  on  the  agenda  of  any  special  interest 
group. 

A  good  place  to  start  would  be  to  turn 
the  goal  of  a  doubled-membership  by 
1992  into  a  well-planned  jurisdictional 
support  structure  for  local  church  evan¬ 
gelism  efforts.  If  that  were  to  happen, 
maybe  someone  who  was  elected  to  the 
jurisdictional  conference  will  feel  the 
Spirit  leading  to  say  “This  is  a  great  op¬ 
portunity  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 

“ Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tors  are  the  Rev.  Douglas  Mills,  a  deacon 
in  the  New  Mexico  Conference  on  special  - 
appointment  to  study  at  Duke  Divinity 
School,  and  the  Rev.  Coyd  Taggart,  a  re- 
tired  member  of  the  Northern  Illinois 
Conference  now  living  in  Carpinteria, 
California. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas.  Texas 
75222. 


Essay  contest:  How  can  UMC  be  renewed? 


The  celebration  of  American  Metho¬ 
dism’s  200th  anniversary  this  year  is 
stimulating  United  Methodists  to  reflect 
on  our  past,  present,  and  future  as  one 
part  of  the  Body  of  Christ. 

There  is  widespread  agreement  that 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  following  a 
15-year  decline  in  membership,  needs 
revitalization  and  renewal.  Many  believe 
the  church  needs  to  recapture  the  fervent 
spirit  and  sense  of  mission  that 
characterized  early  Methodism  on  the 
American  frontier. 

There  is  less  agreement  on  what  that 
revitalization  and  renewal  will  look  like, 
or  what  will  cause  it  to  occur. 

As  one  of  several  contributions  to  the 
Bicentennial  observance  of  American 
Methodism,  the  Reporter  invites  you  to 
share  with  other  readers  what  you  be¬ 
lieve  must  happen  for  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  to  reclaim  its  heritage  and 
become  a  vital,  transforming  force  in  our 
society  during  the  years  ahead. 

This  subject  is  too  broad  and  United 
Methodism  is  too  diverse,  for  our  limited 
space  to  accommodate  all-encompassing 
responses.  Rather,  you  are  encouraged 
to  reflect  upon  one  or  two  specific 
actions,  attitudes  or  directions  that 
would,  if  adopted  by  enough  individual 
United  Methodists  or  United  Methodist 
groups,  have  a  powerful  renewing  effect 
on  the  whole  church. 


Criteria 

A  panel  of  judges  from  the  Reporter 
writing  staff  will  select  the  most  out¬ 
standing  essays  for  publication  in  future 
issues  of  the  Reporter.  Essays  will  be 
evaluated  on  originality,  readability, 
conformity  with  the  guidelines  listed  be¬ 
low  and  potential  for  inspiring  renewal 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  as  its 
Third  Century  dawns. 

Awards 

The  author  of  each  essay  selected  for 
publication  will  receive  copies  of 
“Through  the  Year  With  Wesley,”  an  an¬ 
thology  of  writings  by  John  Wesley  com¬ 
piled  by  Frederick  C.  Gill,  and  “The  John 
Wesley  Reader,”  a  collection  of  devotion¬ 
al  material  from  Wesley’s  journals  and 
sermons  by  A1  Bryant. 

Guidelines 

1.  There  is  no  limitation  on  subject 
matter  or  style  of  essays  so  long  as  they 
attempt  to  deal  with  the  "what”  and/or 
“how”  of  revitalization  for  United  Meth¬ 
odism  during  the  years  ahead. 

2.  Essays  should  be  300  words  or  less, 
and  preferably  typed  and  double  spaced. 
Essays  submitted  in  legible  longhand 
will  be  considered.  Those  that  exceed 
the  length  limit  will  be  disqualified  from 
contest  consideration  but  may  be  consid¬ 
ered  instead  for  the  Reporter’s  ongoing 
readers’  forum  column,  “Here  I  Stand” 
(awards  not  applicable). 


3.  Each  entry  must  include  the  writer’s 
name,  address,  age  category  (see  below) 
and  name  of  the  local  church  where 
membership  is  held.  Upon  receipt,  entries 
become  the  property  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter  and  cannot  be  returned. 

4.  Since  one’s  outlook  is  shaped  by 
one’s  experiences,  entries  will  be  divided 
and  considered  in  three  different  cate¬ 
gories:  (1)  Ages  18  and  under;  (2)  Ages 
19-35;  and  (3)  Age  36  and  over. 

5.  Entries  must  be  postmarked  by  July 
22, 1984. 

Send  entries  to:  Reader  Essays,  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


TRINITY  STUDIES 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  teach  dynamic 
Bible  courses. 

5)/!YJ5f,DE,!£YWITH  proven  success 
Y00  CAN  COMPLETE  OLD  AND  NEW 
testament  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  of 
the  Bible. 

LOOK  IT  OVER!  Introductory  Kit  $15 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 
Bon  25101  •  Dallas,  TX  75225 
214-526-8498 
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Southeastern  Jurisdiction 

Six  vacancies  draw  crowd 


By  DOUGLAS CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  -  At  least 
23  candidates  will  be  seeking  election  to 
one  of  six  vacancies  on  the  Council  of 
Bishops  when  the  Southeast  Jurisdiction 
convenes  here  July  17. 

The  church’s  numerically  largest 
region  —  17  annual  conferences  with  2.9 
million  members  from  nine  southeastern 
states  —  has  the  most  episcopal  openings 
to  fill.  Consequently,  the  576  delegates  are 
scheduled  to  remain  at  this” western 
North  Carolina  meeting  ground  two  days 
longer  than  their  counterparts  in  the 
other  four  jurisdictions. 

“We  hope  we  can  get  six  elected  and 
consecrated  by  noon  Saturday,”  said  the 
Rev.  G.  Ross  Freeman,  Southeast  Juris¬ 
diction  executive  secretary  and  one  of 
the  23  candidates. 

The  new  bishops  will  replace  six 
church  leaders  who  have  reached 
mandatory  retirement  age:  L.  Scott 
Allen,  Charlotte,  N.C.,  Area  (elected  in 
1967) ;  William  R.  Cannon,  Raleigh,  N.C., 
Area  (elected  in  1968);  H.  Ellis  Finger, 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Area  (elected  in  1964)  ; 
Joel  D.  McDavid,  Atlanta  Area  (elected 
in  1972);  and  Frank  L.  Robertson, 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  Area  (elected  in 
1972). 


Conferences  nominate  17 

Seventeen  candidates  have  received 
formal  nominations  from  their  annual 
conferences : 

•  The  Rev.  William  P.  Bailey  Jr.,  53, 
superintendent  of  the  Memphis  Asbury 
District,  Memphis  conference. 

•  The  Rev.  Joseph  P.  Bethea,  51,  ad¬ 
ministrative  assistant  to  Bishop  Cannon 
and  director  of  ministerial  relations  for 
the  Raleigh  Area,  North  Carolina 
conference. 

•  The  Rev.  Henry  C.  Clay  Jr.,  56, 
superintendent  of  the  East  Jackson 
District,  Mississippi  conference. 

•  The  Rev.  Ralph  Kern  Eutsler,  64, 
council  on  ministries  director,  Virginia 
conference. 

•  The  Rev.  Ernest  A.  Fitzgerald, 
senior  pastor,  West  Market  Street  UMC, 
Greensboro,  N.C.,  Western  North 
Carolina  conference. 

•  Mr.  Freeman,  64,  South  Georgia 
conference. 

•  The  Rev.  Prentiss  McCarton 
Gordon,  58,  senior  pastor,  First  UMC, 
Tupelo,  Miss.,  North  Mississippi 
conference. 

•  The  Rev.  Cornelius  Linton 
Henderson,  49,  pastor,  Ben  Hill  UMC, 
Atlanta,  North  Georgia  conference. 

•The  Rev.  L.  Bevel  Jones  III,  57, 
pastpr,  Norths$e  UMC,  Atlanta,  North 
Georgia  conference^ 

•The  Rev.  James  Lloyd  Knox,  55, 
pastor,  First  UMC,  St.  Petersburg,  Fla., 
Florida  conference. 

•  The  Rev.  Clay  F.  Lee,  54,  pastor, 
Galloway  Memorial  UMC,  Jackson, 
Miss.,  Mississippi  conference. 

•  The  Rev.  Richard  C.  Looney,  50, 
pastor,  Munsey  Memorial  UMC,  Johnson 
City,  Tenn.,  Holston  conference. 

•  The  Rev.  Clinton  Jones  Lupo  Jr.,  58, 
pastor,  Washington  Street  UMC, 


Columbia,  S.C.,  South  Carolina 
conference. 

•  The  Rev.  Robert  C.  Morgan,  50, 
pastor,  Vestavia  UMC,  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  North  Alabama  conference. 

•  The  Rev.  William  Wesley  Morris,  46, 
district  superintendent,  Murfreesboro, 
Tenn.,  Tennessee  conference. 

•  The  Rev.  Ernest  W.  Newman,  56, 
superintendent  of  the  DeLand  District, 
Florida  conference. 

•  The  Rev.  David  A.  Seamands,  62, 
professor,  Asbury  Theological  Seminary, 
Wilmore,  Ky.,  Kentucky  conference. 

The  Southeast  Jurisdictional  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal,  an 
independent  caucus,  has  endorsed  Mr. 
Bethea  and  two  other  candidates : 

•  The  Rev.  John  G.  Corry,  a  professor 
at  Meharry  Medical  College  in  Nashville. 

•  The  Rev.  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly,  chief 
executive  for  evangelism  at  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  a  member  of 
the  Virginia  conference.  Ms.  Kelly  has 
also  been  mentioned  as  a  candidate  in  at 
least  two  other  jurisdictions.  Contenders 
do  not  have  to  be  from  the  jurisdiction  in 
which  they  receive  votes. 

Other  names  mentioned  around  the 
southeast  include: 

•  The  Rev.  Oswald  P.  Brownson, 
president  of  the  UMC-related  Bethune- 
Cookman  College,  Daytona  Beach,  Fla., 
a  member  of  the  Florida  conference. 

•  The  Rev.  Merlin  D.  Conoway,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Tupelo  District,  North 
Mississippi  conference. 

•  The  Rev.  James  C.  Peters,  vice 
president  for  personnel  at  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  a  member 
of  the  Western  North  Carolina 
conference. 

•  The  Rev.  Israel  Rucker,  director  of 
the  Southeast  Jurisdiction  Commission 
on  Missions  and  Ethnic  Minority  Con¬ 
cerns,  a  member  of  the  North  Mississippi 
conference. 

Delegates  may  tap  black  bishop 

Delegates,  representing  states  from 
the  heart  of  the  old  Confederacy,  are 
expected  to  elect  the  region’s  first  black 
bishop  since  formation  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  1968.  With  more 
than  155,000  black  United  Methodists  the 
region  contains  43  percent  of  the  church's 
total  black  membership. 

Bishop  Allen  is  the  area’s  only  black 
bishop.  He  was  elected  from  the  racially 
segregated  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the 
old  Methodist  Church. 

In  1980  Mr.  Bethea  came  close  to  being 
the  first  black  bishop  elected  from  the 
region.  He  withdrew  his  name  from 
candidacy  after  the  21st  ballot.  That 
cleared  the  way  for  the  unanimous  elec¬ 
tion  of  the  Rev.  C.  P.  Minnick  on  the  22nd 
ballot. 

Members  of  various  delegations  said 


they  felt  sure  at  least  one,  and  possibly 
two,  of  the  new  bishops  would  be  black. 
Ten  of  the  23  known  candidates  are 
black. 

Mr.  Freeman  noted  that  the  juris¬ 
diction’s  district  superintendents  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  at  their  annual  meeting  passed  a 
resolution  calling  for  election  of  at  least 
one  black  bishop. 

“I  don’t  hear  anyone  saying  it  won’t 
happen,”  he  said.  “It’s  just  a  question  of 
who  it  will  be.  We  have  a  number  of 
strong,  well-qualified  black  candidates.” 

To  help  speed  voting,  Mr.  Freeman 
said,  jurisdiction  ballots  will  be  counted 
electronically  for  the  first  time. 

Delegates  around  the  jurisdiction  re¬ 
port  extensive  mail  campaigning. 
Materials  range  from  personal  letters 
from  people  working  for  particular 
candidates  to  professionally  produced 
brochures. 

After  the  new  bishops  are  named,  dele¬ 
gates  will  assign  all  11  of  the  region’s 
episcopal  leaders  to  posts  for  the  next 
four  years. 

Five  bishops  are  not  retiring  and  are 
eligible  for  reassignment  to  their  present 
locations:  Robert  M.  Blackburn,  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  Area;  Roy  C.  Clark,  Colum¬ 
bia,  S.C.,  Area;  Paul  A.  Duffey,  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  Area;  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr., 
Florida  Area;  and  Mr.  Minnick,  Jackson, 
Miss.,  Area. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  During  the  third  week  of  July,  particularly  July  17-20.  some  2,000  United  Methodists  —  half  laypersons, 
half  clergy  —  will  scatter  to  five  locations  across  the  nation  (see  map). 

There  these  delegates  to  the  five  Jurisdictional  Conferences  will  elect  the  church’s  new  bishops  and  assign  both  these  new 
episcopal  leaders  and  those  whose  terms  continue  to  annual  conferences  which  they  will  lead  for  at  least  the  next  four  years. 

These  Jurisdictional  Conferences  will  also  consider  other  items  of  particular  regional  interest,  including  boundary  lines  of 
annual  conferences  and,  in  one  instance,  the  possible  creation  of  two  annual  conferences  out  of  an  existing  one. 

Delegates  also  will  elect  members  of  the  church's  general  boards  and  agencies. 

Thus  both  the  general  superintendency  (episcopacy)  of  the  church  and  the  general  program,  coordination  and  financial 
work  of  the  church  will  derive  many  major  decisions  and  leadership  designations  from  these  five  meetings. 

UMR  will  have  staff  persons  at  all  five  meetings,  as  indicated  by  the  bylined  stories  on  these  pages.  Complete  reports  on  the 
election,  episcopal  assignments  and  other  major  decisions  of  the  five  jurisdictional  conferences  is  scheduled  for  the  July  27 
edition. 


North  Central  Jurisdiction 

Major  effort  due  to  elect  a  woman 
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By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DULUTH,  Minn.  -  The  North  Central 
Jurisdiction  —  the  only  region  that  has 
elected  a  woman  bishop  —  apparently 
will  see  a  major  effort  at  its  conference 
here  to  repeat  that  performance. 

At  the  same  time,  there  are  signs  that 
the  conference  may  depart  from  its 
pattern  of  rarely  electing  a  bishop 
directly  from  a  local  church  pastorate. 
Five  of  the  11  official  nominees  this  year 
are  local  church  pastors. 

Of  the  other  nominations  which  came 
from  the  14  North  Central  annual 
conferences,  two  are  district  super¬ 
intendents,  two  are  directors  of  con¬ 
ference  councils  on  ministries,  one  is  the 
assistant  to  a  bishop  and  one  is  an  official 
in  a  general  church  agency. 

The  four  who  are  elected  will  join  six 
current  bishops  in  shepherding  the 
church  in  a  region  of  rapid  membership 
decline.  With  a  little  more  than  2  million 
members,  the  North  Central  annual  con¬ 
ferences  lost  more  than  25,000  last  year 
with  around  a  half-million  lost  since  the 
United  Methodist  Church  was  formed  in 
1968. 

The  following  received  nominations 
from  their  home  annual  conferences : 

•  The  Rev.  Judith  Craig  of  West  Ohio, 
conference  council  director. 

•  The  Rev.  R.  Sheldon  Duecker  of 
North  Indiana,  pastor. 

•  The  Rev.  Rueben  P.  Job  of  South 
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Dakota,  world  editor  of  the  Upper  Room 
section  of  the  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship.  Also  nominated  by  the  North 
Dakota  conference. 

•  The  Rev.  Hughey  E.  Jones  of  West 
Ohio,  assistant  to  the  bishop. 

•  The  Rev.  Charles  W.  Jordan  of 
Northern  Illinois,  district  superintendent. 

•  The  Rev.  Ray  Lamb  of  Detroit, 
pastor. 

•  The  Rev.  David  J.  Lawson  of  South 
Indiana,  pastor. 

•  The  Rev.  Leroy  Moore  of  Iowa,  con¬ 
ference  council  director. 

•  The  Rev.  Frank  Nestler  of  Central 
Illinois,  district  superintendent  (also 
nominated  by  the  Southern  Illinois 
conference). 

•  The  Rev.  Perry  H.  Saito  of  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  pastor  (also  endorsed  by  the  juris¬ 
diction’s  Asian-American  caucus). 

•  The  Rev.  H.  Thomas  Walker  of  Min¬ 
nesota,  pastor. 

Among  the  retiring  bishops  are  two 


who  are  the  only  “symbols"  in  the  North 
Central  episcopacy  for  specific  constitu¬ 
encies  : 

•  Bishop  Wayne  Clymer  of  Iowa  is  the 
only  Nortfi  Central  bishop  who  was  a 
minister  in  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church  before  it  merged  in  1968 
with  The  Methodist  Church.  The  North 
Central  Jurisdiction  has  more  former 
EUB  members  than  any  other  juris¬ 
diction.  Mr.  Job  is  the  only  nominee  who 
was  a  member  of  the  EUB  Church. 

•  Bishop  Marjorie  Matthews  of 
Wisconsin  is  the  only  woman  bishop  of  a 
major  denomination  in  the  world.  When 
she  was  elected  in  1980,  she  was  too  old  to 
serve  more  than  one  four-year  term.  Ms 
Craig  is  the  only  woman  who  has  been 
nominated  in  this  jurisdiction.  At  47,  she 
could  serve  five  terms  —  20  years  —  if 


elected. 

Some  annual  conference  delegations  in 
North  Central  are  reporting  support  for 
another  woman,  the  Rev.  Leontine  Kelly 
of  Virginia  in  the  Southeastern  Juris¬ 
diction.  (Ministers  do  not  have  to  be 
nominated  by  annual  conferences  or 
even  be  from  the  same  jurisdiction  in 
which  they  are  elected  bishop.)  If 
elected,  Ms.  Kelly  —  head  of  the  evange¬ 
lism  section  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  —  would  be  able  to  serve 
only  one  term  before  reaching  mandatory 
retirement  age. 

Besides  Bishop  Clymer  and  Bishop 
Matthews.  Bishop  Dwight  Loder  of  West 
Ohio  is  retiring  this  year.  A  fourth 
position  is  open  because  James  Arm¬ 
strong  resigned  from  the  episcopacy  last 
fall. 


South  Central  Jurisdiction 

Hispanic  election 
gets  top  priority 


Northeastern  Jurisdiction 

Boundary  item  rated  ‘explosive’ 


By  STEPHEN  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

ANNVILLE,  Pa.  -  The  script  for  the 
Northeastern  Jurisdictional  Conference 
meeting  here  July  17-19  on  the  campus  of 
Lebanon  Valley  College  calls  for  the 
election  of  three  new  bishops.  But  the 
drama  of  this  year’s  meeting  of  396 
voting  delegates  from  18  annual 
conferences  may  not  rely  entirely  on 
episcopal  elections. 

In  addition  to  the  elections,  delegates 
also  must  decide  what  action  they  will 
take  on  a  controversial  —  some  say 
“explosive”  —  proposal  to  change  the 
boundaries  of  some  annual  conferences 
within  the  jurisdiction.  Such  changes  are 
needed,  according  to  the  jurisdictional 


conference’s  boundaries  committee,  in 
order  to  “significantly  improve 
conditions  for  the  exercise  of  episcopal 
leadership.” 

But  opposition  to  the  proposed  “radical 
surgery”  on  some  boundaries  — 
including  the  elimination  of  some  existing 
conferences  —  has  been  outspoken.  And 
some  observers  are  openly  predicting 


The  Works  of  John  Wesley 


Over  twenty  years  in  the  making,  this 
pivotal  five-volume  set  presents  all  of 
Wesley's  sermons  together,  for  the  first 
time  ever,  in  one  set  (plus  the  Journal 
and  the  Georgia  Diary). 

Volumes  1-4  (Sermons)  will  be  edited  by 
Albert  C.  Outler  and  the  Journal/Georgia 
Diary  volume  will  be  edited  by  Richard 
P.  Heitzenrater  and  W.  Reginald  Ward. 

Cokesbury  is  offering  The  Works  of  John 
Wesley  on  a  subscription  basis*.  Volume 
1  is  available  now.  The  remaining  four 
volumes  will  be  published  in  the  fall  of 
each  year  through  1988.  You  will  be 
billed  only  upon  receipt  for  each  volume, 
each  of  whicn  as  guaranteed  not  to  exceed 


$49.95.  And,  by  subscribing  now,  you 
will  receive  Richard  P.  Heitzenrater's 
new  two-volume  work,  The  Elusive  Mr. 
Wesley,  absolutely  FREE  (a  $19.50  value; 
offer  good  through  12/31/84). 

'And  for  those  who  prefer  not  to  sub¬ 
scribe,  Volume  1  is  available  by  separate 
purchase  (at  $49.95;  A01-46210X),  as  is 
The  Elusive  Mr.  Wesley  (at  $19.50; 

A01-1 15566). 


Cokesbury 


ORDER  FROM  THE  COKESBURY 
SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA: 

1661  N  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Rjdge.  IL  600 
1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame.  CA  94010 
201  Eighth  Ave  .  South  •  P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville.  TN  37202 


Prices  subject  to  change  Add  sales  t. 
ble  Transportation  extra 
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P-OlSUMi 


that  the  proposal  will  be  rejected  despite 
the  support  given  it  by  the  jurisdictional 
College  of  Bishops. 

Regardless  of  the  outcome  of  the 
boundaries  dispute,  the  primary  purpose 
of  the  conference  will  be  to  elect  three 
bishops  from  among  the  14  men  who  have 
been  officially  nominated  —  and  possibly 
one  woman  and  other  men  not  so 
nominated. 

The  following  have  received  the 
endorsement  of  their  respective  annual 
conferences  or  episcopal  areas: 

•  The  Rev.  Claude  Edmonds,  of 
Eastern  Pennsylvania,  pastor. 

•  The  Rev.  David  A.  Giles  of  Troy, 
pastor. 

•  The  Rev.  Neil  L.  Irons  of  West 
Virginia,  district  superintendent. 

•  The  Rev.  Hae-Jong  Kim  of  Northern 
New  Jersey,  district  superintendent 

•  The  Rev.  Dean  Lanning  of  Northern 
New  Jersey,  pastor. 

•The  Rev.  Felton  May  of  Peninsula, 
conference  council  director. 

•  The  Rev.  Paul  J.  Meuschke  of 
Western  Pennsylvania,  district  super¬ 
intendent. 

•  The  Rev.  M.  Russell  Shivers  of 
Southern  New  Jersey,  district  super¬ 
intendent. 

•  The  Rev.  Forrest  Stith  of  Baltimore, 
district  superintendent. 

•  The  Rev.  Blaine  Taylor  of  Southern 
New  England,  district  superintendent. 

•  The  Rev.  Richard  Thornburg  of  New 
York,  pastor. 

•  The  Rev.  Donald  H.  Treese  of  Central 
Pennsylvania,  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry. 

•  The  Rev.  Theodore  J.  Weeden  of 
Western  New  York,  pastor, 

•  The  Rev.  Charles  Y’rigoyen  of 
Eastern  Pennsylvania,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  General  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History. 

One  woman,  the  Rev.  Lynne  Josselyn, 
a  district  superintendent  in  the  Maine 
Annual  Conference,  also  is  a  declared 
candidate  for  the  episcopacy  although 
she  is  not  an  official  nominee.  Her 
supporters  say  they  believe  Ms.  Josselyn 
will  receive  the  necessary  10  votes  on  the 
first  ballot  to  qualify  her  as  an  official 
nominee. 


The  candidacy  of  the  Rev.  Thom  W. 
Fassett,  district  superintendent  in  the 
Alaska  Missionary  Conference,  also  was 
“affirmed”  by  the  Western  New  York 
Conference. 

The  newly-elected  bishops  will  succeed 
three  retiring  bishops:  Roy  C.  Nichols  of 
the  New  York  Area,  John  B.  Warman  of 
the  Harrisburg  Area,  and  D.  Frederick 
Wertz  of  the  Washington  Area. 

Bishops  who  will  continue  are  James 
M.  Ault  (Pittsburgh),  George  W. 
Bashore  (Boston),  William  B.  Grove 
(West  Virginia),  F.  Herbert  Skeete 
'Philadelphia),  C.  Dale  White  (New 
Jersey),  and  Joseph  H.  Yeakel  (New 
York  West).  Bishop  White  and  Bishop 
Yeakel  are  required  to  move  to  other 
episcopal  areas  this  year  after  serving 
the  maximum  eight  years  in  their 
present  areas. 

One  observer  says  that  it  is  almost 
inevitable  that  the  conference  will  elect 
another  ethnic  bishop  to  “replace”  the 
retiring  Bishop  Nichols.  Of  the  four 
ethnic  persons  in  nomination  for  the 
episcopacy,  one,  Mr.  Kim  from  Northern 
New  Jersey,  is  an  Asian-American.  The 
other  three  —  Mr.  Edmonds,  Mr.  May 
and  Mr.  Stith  —  are  black. 

There  appears  to  be  general 
agreement  that  none  of  the  known  candi¬ 
dates  for  bishop  has  jurisdictional-wide 
support  prior  to  the  conference. 

In  fact  it  appears  that  more  passion  is 
being  felt  about  the  boundaries  issue 
than  about  any  particular  episcopal 
candidate. 

The  proposed  realignment  calls  for  the 
same  number  of  episcopal  areas  as  at 
present:  nine.  But  the  number  of 
conferences  would  be  reduced  from  18  to 
14.  The  boundaries  committee  said  it  took 
into  account  density,  distance  and 
membership  in  drawing  the  plan.  The 
committee  proposes  that  the  new 
boundaries  go  into  effect  Jan.  1, 1987. 

If  the  jurisdictional  conference  rejects 
the  proposal,  the  College  of  Bishops  has 
indicated  that  it  may  act  to  ensure  that 
no  area  has  more  than  two  conferences  in 
accordance  with  a  ruling  of  the  1980 
Jurisdictional  Conference. 


By  ROBERTA  SAPPINGTON 
and  DAN  LOUIS 
Associate  Editors 

LUBBOCK,  Texas  -  When  the  368 
delegates  to  the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Conference  meet  here 
next  week,  one  of  the  three  bishops  they 
elect  should  be  Hispanic  —  at  least  in  the 
view  of  many  United  Methodist 
Hispanics  and  a  growing  number  of  non- 
Hispanics. 

Not  all  conference  delegations  within 
the  jurisdiction  agree,  however,  that  the 
election  of  a  Hispanic  bishop  should  be  an 
issue  of  the  conference.  The  priority  for 
the  two  Arkansas  conferences,  according 
to  the  Rev.  Jim  Beal  of  Conway,  will  be  to 
help  elect  and  get  assigned  to  them  the 
best  possible  person  to  serve  the  Ar¬ 
kansas  Area.  “I  hope  ‘Hispanic’  or 
‘woman’  won’t  be  an  issue,”  Mr.  Beal 
told  the  Reporter.  “We  feel  that 
inclusiveness  should  be  beyond  woman 
or  Hispanic  —  we  shouldn’t  have  to 
discuss  race  or  sex .  ’  ’ 

Nevertheless,  for  the  first  time  within 
the  jurisdiction,  a  woman  has  been  nomi¬ 
nated  for  the  episcopacy  and  a  Hispanic 
candidate  has  received  not  only  his 
conference  delegation  endorsement  but 
has  also  been  nominated  by  his  annual 
conference.  The  Rev.  Jean  Marie 
Grabher  is  a  candidate  of  the  Kansas 
East  Conference  and  the  Rev.  Noe 
Gonzales  of  the  Rio  Grande  Conference. 

Other  conference  nominated  candi¬ 
dates  are:  the  Rev.  C.  Rex  Bevins, 
Nebraska;  The  Rev.  Frank  L.  Dorsey, 
Kansas  East  ,  the  Rev.  B.  C.  Goodwin  Jr., 
New  Mexico;  the  Rev.  Jack  D.  Heacock, 
Southwest  Texas;  the  Rev.  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn,  Louisiana;  the  Rev.  Fritz  Mutti, 
Missouri  West;  the  Rev.  Lycurgus  M. 
Starkey,  Missouri  East;  the  Rev,  Walter 
L.  Underwood,  Texas;  the  Rev.  Richard 
B.  Wilke,  Kansas  West. 

In  addition,  the  Rev.  Roberto 
Escamilla  of  the  Southwest  Texas 
Conference  has  confirmed  his  candidacy. 
According  to  the  Rev.  Jose  Palos, 
president  of  the  national  Hispanic  United 
Methodist  caucus,  the  caucus  has  af¬ 
firmed  the  candidacy  of  both  Dr.  Esca¬ 
milla  and  Dr.  Gonzales. 

An  official  statement  from  the  His¬ 
panic  caucus  released  by  executive  sec¬ 
retary  Dallila  Cruz  emphasizes  the 
importance  of  the  Hispanic  community 
of  the  “long  overdue”  election  of  a 
Hispanic  bishop.  The  statement  says, 
“MARCHA  feels  that  the  support  given 
this  issue  gives  credence  to  the  inclusive 
stand  of  our  denomination.  For  us, 
manana  is  today." 

Toward  the  end  of  helping  elect  the  first 
Hispanic  bishop,  the  North  Texas 
conference  delegation  has  endorsed  Rio 


Grande  conference  candidate  Dr 
Gonzales.  This  is  the  first  time  within  the 
jurisdiction  that  a  predominately  Anglo 
delegation  has  endorsed  a  Hispanic 
candidate.  According  to  the  Rev.  Walker 
L.  Railey  of  Dallas,  “We  see  in  him  the 
gifts  and  graces  to  be  an  effective  bishop, 
and  we  are  committed  to  qualified  His¬ 
panic  representation  in  the  episcopacy.” 

Observers  say  that  conferences  to 
watch  during  the  balloting  are  those 
which,  like  Oklahoma,  are  not  running  a 
"favorite  son/daughter.”  Delegates 
from  the  Oklahoma  Conference,  from 
which  six  of  the  25  bishops  elected  by  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  have  come, 
will  be  uncommitted,  according  to  the 
Rev.  David  W.  Thomas  of  Oklahoma 
City.  “As  a  delegation,  we’ve  not  agreed 
upon  a  candidate  nor  made  an  effort  to 
reach  a  consensus,"  he  said. 

The  overall  high  quality  of  the 
episcopal  candidates  was  confirmed  by 
the  Rev.  Earl  B.  Carter  of  Little  Rock, 
who  said,  “We  have  interviewed  all  the 
candidates  who  have  been  endorsed,  and. 
quite  frankly,  we  have  liked  every  one  of 
them.  All  seem  to  be  top  notch.” 

Three  bishops  will  be  retiring  at  the 
conference:  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield, 
Houston  Area;  Bishop  Monk  Bryan, 
Nebraska  Area;  and  Bishop  Paul  V. 
Galloway  who  was  chosen  to  fill  the 
Louisiana  Area  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death  of  the  late  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin  and  will,  for  the  third  time,  be 
receiving  the  retired  relationship. 


a 

? 


$19  95  up 


EXPERT  TAILORING 

Finest  Fabrics,  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fa¬ 
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Western  Jurisdiction 

Boundary  lines  get  first  priority 
♦ 


JULY  13.  1984 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

BOISE.  Idaho  —  Extending  from  the 
Kansas-Colorado  border  on  the  east  to 
Guam  in  the  far  western  Pacific  Ocean. 
United  Methodism’s  Western  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  knows  virtually  no  bounds. 

But  delegates  representing  the 
massive  area’s  500, 000-plus  members 
will  have  boundary  lines  as  their  first 
order  of  business  here  July  17-20. 

For  at  least  16  years  the  jurisdiction 
has  debated  whether  to  create  a  sixth 
episcopal  area  —  that  is,  whether  to  add 
a  bishop  to  the  five  assigned  there  —  and 
whether  to  rearrange  boundary  lines  of 
two  or  more  annual  conferences.  The 
argument  for  doing  so  is  to  equalize  the 
workload  among  the  bishops  and  give  the 
vast  region  closer  supervision. 

As  one  person  familiar  with- Western 
Jurisdiction  put  it,  there’s  always  been 
something  to  justify  delaying  the  realign¬ 
ment.  But  this  time  the  momentum  and 
rationale  seem  to  be  pointing  toward 
division  of  the  present  Los  Angeles  Area 
(Pacific  and  Southwest  conference)  into 
a  Los  Angeles  Area  and  a  Phoenix  Area. 
The  former  would  fall  primarily  inside 
southern  California,  the  latter  primarily 
inside  Arizona. 

If  the  division  comes,  then  a  third 
bishop  along  with  replacements  for  the 
two  retiring,  would  need  to  be  elected  at 
these  1984  sessions.  Observers  think  that 


would  markedly  increase  the  likelihood 
that  another  ethnic  minority  person 
might  be  elected  a  bishop  in  the  Western 
Jurisdiction. 

At  least  12  persons,  including  eight 
ethnics,  have  been  either  nominated  by 
the  annual  conferences  of  the  Western 
Jurisdiction  or  have  been  backed  by 
voting  delegations  or  caucus  groups:. 

•  The  Rev.  Deanna  Bleyle,  super¬ 
intendent.  Cheyenne  District,  Rocky 
Mountain  conference. 

•  The  Rev.  Richard  W.  Cain,  presi¬ 
dent,  School  of  Theology  at  Claremont, 
Calif. 

•  The  Rev.  Thomas  White  Wolf 
Fassett,  superintendent,  Alaska  Mis¬ 
sionary  Conference. 

•  The  Rev.  Arturo  Fernandez,  super¬ 
intendent,  Bay  View  District,  California- 
Nevada  conference. 

•  The  Rev.  Elias  Galvan,  director, 
Pacific  and  Southwest  conference 
council  on  ministries. 

•  The  Rev.  Hugh  Herbert,  pastor, 
Firsf  UMC.  Missoula.  Mont 


•  The  Rev.  Leontine  T.  Kelly, 
evangelism  executive,  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  member,  Virginia 
conference. 

•  The  Rev.  James  Lawson,  pastor, 
Holman  UMC,  Los  Angeles. 

•  The  Rev.  Perry  H.  Saito,  pastor  in  a 
Milwaukee  suburb  and  member,  Wis¬ 
consin  conference. 

•The  Rev.  Roy  I.  Sano,  professor, 
Pacific  School  of  Religion. 

•  The  Rev.  Robert  Smith,  super¬ 
intendent,  San  Diego  District,  Pacific 
and  Southwest  conference. 

•  The  Rev.  William  Frank  Summerour, 
superintendent,  Spokane  District,  Pacif¬ 
ic  Northwest  conference. 

Several  of  these  have  received 
substantial  support  in  previous  Western 
Jurisdictional  conferences.  In  1980’s 
marathon  balloting,  Dr.  Cain  remained 
in  the  running  until  withdrawing  after 
the  45th  ballot.  Two  ballots  later  the  Rev. 
Cal  McConnell  of  First  UMC  in  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo.,  was  elected.  The  Rev. 
Melvin  Talbert  had  been  elected  on  the 
fourth  ballot. 

The  jurisdiction  appears  to  have  many 
strong  ethnic  minority  candidates. 
Strong  support  for  Dr.  Sano  is  heard 
from  at  least  two  delegations. 

Two  of  the  jurisdiction’s  current  five 
bishops  are  ethnic  minority  persons. 
They  are  Bishop  Wilbur  W.  Y.  Choy,  who 
faces  retirement,  and  Bishop  Talbert. 


Bishop  Choy  is  the  denomination’s  first 
Asian-American  bishop.  Also  retiring  in 
1984  is  Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley  of  the„ 
Denver  Area. 

Elaborate  preliminary  plans  have 
been  drawn  up  in  case  the  jurisdiction 
votes  to  create  a  new  annual  conference 
and,  with  it,  a  new  episcopal  area.  These 
include  a  special  session  of  the  present 
Pacific  and  Southwest  conference  for 
November. 

Current  conferences  would  be  assessed 
an  average  of  approximately  $170,000 
each  to  help  pay  costs  to  establish  and 
run  the  new  conference  and  area.  Some 
think  that’s  enough  to  kill  the  idea. 
Others  argue,  though,  that  the  juris¬ 
diction’s  extreme  size  requires  a  sixth 
bishop  if  missional  priorities  are  to  be 
carried  out.  The  denomination’s  one 
official  missional  priority,  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church,  is  a  major  issue  in 
the  Western  Jurisdiction  with  its  varied 
ethnic  membership. 

Exactly  where  the  new  lines  will  be 
drawn,  if  they  are  to  be  drawn,  will  take 
many  hours  to  decide.  Then  who  belongs 
on  which  side  of  which  conference 
boundary  lines  will  take  more  hours. 

Only  then  will  the  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ference  be  able  to  dig  into  deciding  who 
will  be  elected  and  assigned  along  with 
ongoing  Bishops  Jack  Tuell,  Talbert  and 
McConnell  to  supervise  the  conferences 
and  areas. 


Olympic  Games 

Open  homes,  churches  await  visitors  to  world  athletic  events 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

LOS  ANGELES  —  United  Methodists 
attending  the  1984  Summer  Olympics 
here  starting  July  28  will  find  fellow  UMs 
waiting  for  them  with  open  homes  and 
churches. 

A  Bed  and  Breakfast  program  offering 
United  Methodists  overnight  accom¬ 
modations  in  private  homes  of  church 
members  has  been  expanded  to  include 
hostel-type  facilities  in  local  churches  for 
supervised  youth  groups  and  for  families 
willing  to  furnish  their  own  bedding. 

Plenty  of  rooms  are  available,  and 
participating  church  members  are 
anxious  to  make  visitors  to  the  Olympics 
“feel  at  home  in  California,”  says  Vicki 
Christensen,  program  administrator  for 
the  Pacific  and  Southwest  Conference, 
sponsors  of  the  Olympic  Ministry  repre¬ 
senting  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

“We  want  Methodists  from  all  over  the 
country  to  come  here  and  feel  at  home 
...  be  able  to  relax  with  a  family  that’s 
also  Methodist  and  make  their  trip  to 
L.A.  a  vacation  they’ll  always  remem¬ 
ber,”  she  says. 

Costs  held  down 

The  overnight  cost  is  $30  per  adult,  $15 
per  child,  and  provides  breakfast  the 
following  morning.  That  compares  with 


hotel  rooms  in  the  surrounding  area  that 
are  charging  $10O-plus  a  night,  Ms.  Chris¬ 
tensen  says. 

Part  of  the  proceeds  from  the  Bed  and 
Breakfast  program  are  going  into 
missions  supported  by  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Conference  including  the 
Hispanic  Border  Ministry,  EMLC 
missional  priority  and  two  Advance 
Specials  for  international  projects. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  homes  are 
scattered  throughout  the  Los  Angeles 
area,  and  visitors  can  be  matched  with 
homes  closest  to  the  games  they  are 
attending,  Ms.  Christensen  says. 
(Olympic  competitions  will  be  held  at  14 
different  sites.) 

Churches  opening  space  as  hostels  are 
also  spread  around  the  metropolitan 
area.  Cost  for  the  hostels  is  $5  a  night  per 
person. 


CLASSIFIED 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Music 
Ministries  to  supervise  entire  program  of  ten  choirs 
(four  handbell  choirs >.  Salary  negotiable  Send 
resume  and  references  to  Dr.  B.  C  Goodwin.  Jr.,  St. 
John's  UMC,  1200  Old  Pecos  Trail,  Santa  Fe.  New 
Mexico  87501. 

WANTED:  MISSION  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  A 
well  established  multi-facility  mission  needs  a 
practicing  Christian  Executive  Director  Must  have 
competency  in  the  application  of  sound  business  and 
personnel  management  principles.  Needs 
experience  working  with  alcohol  and  drug  abusers 
and  physically,  socially  and  economically 
disadvantaged  persons.  College  degree  desirable  but 
not  mandatory  Chaplain  also  needed:  Ordained 
Minister.  Search  Committee.  Twin-City  Mission. 

P  O  Drawer  3490.  Bryan.  TX  77805  ( 409)  822-751 1 

EDUCATIONAL  ASSISTANT-CAMP  DIRECTOR 
for  800  member  church  with  year  round  program  of 
Christian  Education  and  summer  camping  for 
children  and  youth  in  church  owned  camp.  Available 

through  August  15th  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable 
Centenary  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O-  Box  167, 
Quincy.  FL  .32351 .  Phone  904-627-9226. 

FOR  SALE:  Gestetner  319  Mark  II  Offset 
Duplicator.  Approx.  3  years  old.  Includes  Plate 
Maker.  Plate  Processor  and  Offset  Duplicator  plus 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION-YOUTH  DIRECTOR: 

Church.  Greenville, Texas,  (214  )  455-1594. 

couple  or  individual  who  has  had  successful,  proven 
program.  Salary  and  Benefits  negotiable.  This  is  not 
a  usual  or  average  opportunity  Send  Resume;  it  will 
be  held  in  confidence.  Staff/Parish,  Box  1289.  Lake 
Worth.  Fla.  33460 

METHODIST  HOME  FOR  CHILDREN  in  Waco. 
Texas,  Has  Several  Staff  Openings: 

METHODIST  HOME  SEEKS  A  Director  of  Public 
Relations.  Bachelor's  degree  in  communications 
with  public  relations  experience  required.  Position 
demands  creative  writing,  copy  layout  and  design, 
and  organizational  skills.  Salary  negotiable 

TWO  SOCIAL  WORK  Supervisors  needed  MSW 
required.  One  would  supervise  caseworkers  in 
Foster  Home  and  Adoption  Program  The  other 
would  supervise  caseworkers  in  Boys  Ranch 
Program.  , 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC:  Strong  vocal  music 
education  and  experience  required  to  work  with 
children's  choirs  and  ensembles  in  Residential 
Program. 

HUSBAND  AND  WIFE  without  dependents  to  live 
and  provide  supervision  and  counseling  for  boys  in 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for  1.750 
member  United  Methodist  Church  in  Midland. 
Texas  Seeking  a  person  with  degree  in  Christian 
Education  or  equivalent.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact 
Jarrell  H  Sharp.  St.  Luke  s  UMC.  3011  W.  Kansas. 
Midland.  Texas  79701.  (915  )  694-2571. 

FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  for  950 
member  downtown  church.  Excellent  opportunity  to 
plan/implement  full  program  of  ministry.  Resume  to 
Terrell  Sessums.  Box  3092.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Tampa.  Fla  33801 

CHATHAM  UMC  NEEDS  TO  SELL  unique  Maxi 
Taxi’  car  (mint  condition!)  to  meet  budget  needs. 
Documented  car  value  $8,000  Priced  for  immediate 
sale  at  $6,500  or  best  offer  Please  call  collect  NOW: 
(217-483-3186)  Tom  Mason.  R.R.  *1.  Box  191. 
Chatham.  Ill  62629 

SINGLE  LADY  without  dependents  to  live  with  and 
provide  supervision  and  counseling  for  group  of  girls 
in  Waco  Campus  Program . 

Please  send  resumes  to  Methodist  Home.  Personnel 
Office.  1111  Herring  Avenue,  Waco,  Texas  76708, 
817/753-0181. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC.  1.200  member  church, 
must  be  experienced  with  Adult,  Youth  and  Children 
choirs,  position  available  Aug.  1.  Salary  range 
$15.000- $16,000  per  year.  Send  resume  with 
references  to  Zane  Grant.  Lake  Shore  UMC.  2246 
Blanding  Blvd  .  Jacksonville,  FI  32210  (904)  388-1780 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Music  Ministries 
wanted  for  growing,  exciting  2.400  member  UM 
Church  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable  depending  on 
training  and  experience  Development  of  total, 
integrated  music  ministry  Resume  to  DeWane 
Zimmerman.  5510  North  Central  Avenue,  Phoenix. 

.  ,  .. 

Christian  Education  Ministries.  Stimulating  600 
member  congregation  in  suburban  community  on 
Texas  Gulf  Coast  Desirable  to  be  filled  by  September 

1.  Job  description  and  application  sent  upon  request. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  577, 
Portland.  Texas  78374.  (512  )  643-2674. 

FOR  SALE:  Limited  copies  of  "110  Years  of 
Methodism"  —  a  history  of  The  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Bay  City.  Matagorda  County.  Texas,  a 
Kate  Warnecke  award  winner  $12.95  plus  $2  postage. 
Send  order  to  The  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
2300  Avenue  H.  Bay  City.  Texas  77414 

YOUTH  WORKER.  Part-time  Job  description 
available.  Send  resume  to  Search  Committee. 
College  Heights  United  Methodist  Church,  942  South 
Boulevard.  Lakeland.  Florida  33803  (  813)  682-8191 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies  Near 
Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view.  Complete 
furnished  efficiencies  $125  week,  $400  four  weeks; 
Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138.  WaynesviJle.  NC  28786. 

Community  House  —  a  nonprofit  United  Methodist 
Urban  Community  Center  involving  Preschool  Day 
Care  and  Community  supportive  social  services. 
Contact  Nola  Smee,  Moore  Community  House.  932 
Davis  Street.  Biloxi.  MS  (601)  436-3741. 

AFFIRMATION :  United  Methodists  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns.  P.O.  Box  1021.  Evanston.  111.60204 

PRESERVE  YOUR  OWN  CHURCH'S  HISTORY! 
Publish  It.  Celebrate  its  anniversary  Free  brochure, 
estimates.  We  also  specialize  in  group  cookbooks  and 
family  histories  Sanders  Printing,  Box  160-Ml. 
Garretson.SD  57030  (  605)594-3427 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Youth 
Ministries  for  growing  1.700  member  church 

Degree/equivalent  experience  desired  Salary 
negotiable  Resumes  to  Rev  Bill  Hutchinson.  St 
Paul  s  UMC.  Box  696.  Las  Cruces.  N.M  88004.  or 
phone  1 505  )  528-6689 

GROUPS  OF  12  OR  MORE :  Famous  Great  Passion 
Play  Package  includes  $7.50  tickets,  lodging, 
swimming  and  meals  at  Keller's  Country  Dorm 
Resort.  Eureka  Springs.  Ark.,  for  just  $20  each!  Call 
501/253-8418  today! 

minister.  Position  to  do  visitation  for  2.700  member 
downtown  congregation  with  growing  ministry. 
Write  First-Centenary  United  Methodist  Church. 
P.O.  Box  208.  Chattanooga.  Tennessee 37401.  ! 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  -  Director  of  Campus 
Ministries.  Wesley  Foundation.  University  of 
Georgia  Duties  program  planning,  management, 
implementation,  staff  supervision  Qualifications 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  HOLY  LAND  trip 
with  Dr  Charles  L  Allen  Transco  Tower,  Suite  1830. 
P.O  Box  1396.  Houston.  Texas  77251  Telephone  (713) 
439-4072. 

commitment  to  working  with  college-age  students 
Salary:  commensurate  with  qualifications  Send 
resume  by  Julv  25  to  Ken  Easom,  265  Hancock  Lane. 
Athens.  GA  30605 

In  addition,  several  churches  are 
providing  their  parking  lots  for  trailer 
hookups  for  $10  a  night. 

Reservations  and  information  on  all 
accommodations  can  be  obtained  from 
Ms.  Christensen  at  (213)  241-8593  or  by 
writing:  Olympic  Ministry  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  Glendale  First  UMC, 
134  N.  Kenwood  St.,  Glendale,  CA  91206. 

Hospitality  centers  planned 

A  number  of  United  Methodist 
churches  are  also  sponsoring  hospitality 
centers  in  church  fellowship  halls  offer¬ 
ing  refreshments,  travel  assistance, 
child  care,  meditation  and  emergency 
counseling  services. 

The  hospitality  centers  —  all  near 
major  competition  sites  —  will  be  open 
“for  people  to  come  and  kick  off  their 
shoes  during  a  long,  hot  day,”  Ms.  Chris¬ 
tensen  says.  They’ll  also  be  stocked  with 
city  maps,  cold  drinks  and  snacks,  travel 
tips,  child  care  and  restaurant  referral. 
More  importantly,  says  the  Rev.  A1 
Hammond  of  Scott  UMS,  a  center  just 
minutes  from  the  Rose  Bowl  where 
soccer  games  will  be  held,  the  sanctu¬ 
aries  of  these  churches  will  be  open  for 
people  to  come  and  spend  time  in.  ’ _ 

One  United  Methodist  hospitality 
center  will  be  a  mobile  “hospitality 
house”  —  a  mobile  home  at  the  remote 
Lake  Casitas  where  rowing  and  canoeing 
will  be  held.  Retired  school  counselor 
Harry  Banks,  a  layman  from  College 
UMC  in  Ventura,  will  man  the  mobile 
home,  dispensing  coffee,  doughnuts  and 
fellowship. 


Hospitality  centers  are  also  serving  as 
a  crisis  referral  hub  where  volunteers 
have  been  specially  trained  to  help 
visitors  who  run  into  trouble  while 
attending  the  Olympics. 

“If  somebody’s  purse  gets  stolen  with 
all  their  money  and  tickets  ...  or  a 
member  of  a  family  gets  sick  and  gets 
put  in  the  hospital,  we’re  here  to  help,” 
Ms.  Christensen  says. 

Special  worship  planned 

Several  churches  are  sponsoring 
special  worship  services  during  the  two- 
week  period;  others  are  providing  mid¬ 
week  activities  for  Olympic  visitors. 

Glendale  First  UMC  is  hosting  a 
covered  dish  luncheon  for  visitors  Aug.  5 
in  the  fellowship  hall  of  the  church 
following  the  11  a.m.  service.  The  Rev. 
Don  Locher,  host  pastor,  has  scheduled  a 
series  of  sermons  on  “Lessons  From  the 
Olympics.”  He  says  the  members  of  his 
church  are  “getting  into  the  spirit”  and 
he  sees  the  Olympics  as  an  excellent  time" 
for  United  Methodists  to  minister  to  the 
needs  of  the  people  who  will  be  coming 
for  the  games. 

Los  Altos  UMC  in  Long  Beach  is  having 
an  “International  Night”  pot  luck  dinner 
Aug.  8  at  6:15  p.rti.  for  visitors  to  the 
Olympics.  Church  members  will  be 
serving  food  from  around  the  globe.  The 
church  will  also  serve  as  a  hospitality 
center. 

Both  churches’  meals  are  compli¬ 
mentary  and  open  to  all  United  Meth¬ 
odists  coming  to  the  Olympics,  ministers 
say. 


Surprise  visitor 

WHITMAN,  Mass.  —  Robin  Sonquist,  a  member  of  Whitman  United 
Methodist  Church  (Southern  New  England  conference),  made  a  surprise 
visit  to  the  church  dressed  as  a  circuit  rider.  Her  visit  was  a  part  of  the 
church’s  Bicentennial  celebration.  With  her  is  the  Rev.  Frank  Danforth, 
pastor. 

PHOTO  FROM  SOUTHERN  NEW  ENGLAND  CONFERENCE  UMR 

Membership  drops  told 
by  annual  conferences 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodist  Church  membership 
dropped  to  just  below  9.4  million  in  1983, 
a  loss  of  62,500  persons,  according  to  un¬ 
official  tabulations  from  the  73  annual 
conferences  in  the  U.S.  and  Puerto  Rico. 

Figures  reported  by  Newscope,  a 
weekly  newsletter  for  church  leaders, 
and  United  Methodist  News  Service  show 
this  loss  reduced  the  total  membership  to 
about  9,340,000.  Official  membership 
figures  will  be  released  later  this  year  by 
the  denomination’s  statistical  office  in 
Evanston,  Ill. 

Only  10  annual  conferences  showed  in¬ 
creases  in  membership  in  1983,  all  of 
them  in  the  so-called  “sun  belt.”  Largest 
gain  was  4,032  reported  by  the  Texas 
Conference.  Biggest  losses  were  in  West¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania,  4,618;  West  Ohio, 
4,475,  and  East  Ohio,  4,314.  The  total  loss 
for  1983  is  nearly  10,000  greater  than  in 
1982. 

Louisiana  noted  its  first  membership 
decline  in  12  years  as  the  number  of 
United  Methodists  dropped  by  260  per¬ 
sons.  Membership  there  stands  at 
138,454. 

Actions  by  the  denomination's  top 
legislative  body  in  early  May  on  several 
key  social  issues  prompted  discussion 
and  action  during  the  annual  conference 
sessions.  Among  the  most  frequent  an- 


New  sermons  book  major  event 


By  WALTER  N.  VERNON 

At  the  recent  General  Conference 
Volume  I  of  a  new  edition  of  John 
Wesley  s  Sermons  was  unveiled.  This  is  a 
landmark  event  in  understanding  our 
Wesleyan  roots.  For  we  now  have,  as 
never  before,  a  guide  to  the  message  that 
Wesley  proclaimed.  It  has  been  prepared 
by  Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler,  who  has  spent 
much  of  his  life  ferreting  out  every  detail 
possible  about  Wesley  and  Wesley’s 
understanding  of  the  Christian  faith. 

The  new  volumes  provide  not  merely  a 
new  printing  of  these  sermons,  for  we 
have  had  a  fairly  good  text  as  far  as  it 
went  in  printings  already  available.  But 
earlier  editions  included  a  few  sermons 
that  were  not  Wesley’s,  and  those 
printings  did  not  include  17  sermons  that 
have  been  discovered  in  more  recent 
times  —  including  one  in  Latin!  The 
sermons  in  the  new  volume  are  arranged 
in  their  chronological  sequence. 

Even  more  important,  however,  this 
first  volume  in  the  new  edition  opens  with 


Circuit 

Writer 


a  100-page  general  introduction  on 
“Wesley  as  a  Preacher”  and  contains 
editorial  comments  on  each  sermon  and 
elaborate  notes. 

These  notes  provide  a  rich  source  of 
understanding  Wesley’s  wide-ranging 
familiarity  with  biblical  writers,  with  the 
church  fathers,  and  with  the  whole  field 
of  classical,  historical,  and  poetic  writings 
that  enriched  his  own  interpretations. 
This  feature  is  truly  unique  in  this  edition 
and  has  occupied  Dr.  Outler  (and  some  of 
his  assistants)  for  25  years.  “Despite  the 
drudgery  involved,”  he  writes,  “it  proved 


the  most  enlightening  piece  of  research  I 
have  ever  had.” 

Writing  about  his  own  sermons,  Wesley 
said:  “I  design  plain  truth  for  plain 
people.  Therefore  ...  I  abstain  from  all 
nice  and  philosophical  speculations; 
from  all  perplexed  and  intricate  reason¬ 
ings;  and,  as  far  as  possible,  from  even 
the  show  of  learning  ...  I  labour  to  avoid 
all  words  which  are  not  easy  to  be 
understood  .  .  .  Yet  I  am  not  assured, 
that  I  do  not  sometimes  slide  into  them 
unawares;  it  is  so  extremely  natural  to 
imagine,  that  a  word  which  is  familiar 
to  ourselves  is  so  to  all  the  world. 

“Nay,  my  design  is,  in  some  sense,  to 
forget  all  that  ever  I  have  read  in  my  life. 
I  mean  to  speak,  in  the  general,  as  if  I 
had  never  read  one  author,  ancient  or 
modern  (always  excepting  the  inspired) 
...  I  have  endeavoured  to  describe  the 
true,  the  scriptural,  experimental 
religion,  so  as  to  omit  nothing  which  is  a 
real  part  thereof,  and  to  add  nothing 
thereto  which  is  not.” 


the  church  today 


Former  Bishop  Armstrong 
takes  consultant  post 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Former 
United  Methodist  Bishop  James 
Armstrong  has  begun  work  as  a 
consultant  in  relationships  between  the 
international  religious  and  business 
communities. 

Dr.  Armstrong,  who  resigned  from  the 
episcopacy  Nov.  16,  1983,  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service  July  5  that  he 
has  become  a  senior  consultant  with 
International  Business-Government 
Counsellors  (IBC)  which  has  its  head¬ 
quarters  here.  At  the  same  time,  he  is 
serving  as  a  consultant  to  two 
religiously-oriented  groups  working  in  a 
related  arena. 

His  responsibilities  with  IBC,  Dr.  Arm¬ 
strong  said,  will  deal  with  continuing  and 
strengthening  dialogue  between 
transnational  corporations  and  business 
interests  in  the  West,  and  national  and 
international  ecumenical  organizations 
and  other  religious  bodies. 


DuPont  gift  boosts 
UM  archives  center 

MADISON.  N.J.  —  A  total  of  $195,600  in 
cash  and  pledges  has  been  received  by 
Drew  University  from  the  Jessie  Ball  du- 
Pont  Religious,  Charitable  and  Educa¬ 
tional  Fund  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  for  the 
United  Methodist  Archives  and  History 
Center  on  the  Drew  University  campus. 

Several  previous  gifts,  including  a  re¬ 
cent  pledge  of  $50,000,  represent  the 
fund’s  support  of  the  archives  and  histo¬ 
ry  center. 

Mission  interpreter 
posts  nearly  filled 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  By  Sept.  1,  all 
five  jurisdictions  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  will  have  mission  interpreters  in 
residence  (MIIRs),  according  to  Peter 
Wernett,  executive  secretary  for  field  in¬ 
terpretation  in  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Kenneth  and  Carolyn  Hammer,  mis¬ 


sionaries  to  Zaire,  began  work  June  1  as 
interpreters  for  the  Western  Jurisdic¬ 
tion. 

The  new  MIIRs  for  North  Central  Jur¬ 
isdiction  are  Stanley  and  Beryl  Ruth 
Moore,  missionaries  doing  rural  develop¬ 
ment  work  with  Mapuche  Indian  peasant 
farmers  in  southern  Chile.  They  will  be¬ 
gin  their  interpretation  duties  Sept.  1. 

Continuing  as  mission  interpreters  in 
residence  for  the  Northeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  are  Charles  and  Ellen  Miller,  for¬ 
merly  based  in  Zimbabwe. 

South  Central  Jurisdiction’s 
interpreter  i&  Ruth  Ann  Robinson, 
missionary  in  Ecuador.  Based  in  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  are  William 
and  Dorothy  Anderson,  formerly  in 
Kenya. 

Mission  interpreters  serve  one  or  two 
years  in  a  jurisdiction.  They  speak  at 
mission  saturation  events,  conference 
and  district  events,  and  itinerate  in  local 
churches. 


nual  conference  actions  were: 

•Reaction  to  the  General  Conference 
legislation  prohibiting  the  ordination  of 
self-avowed,  practicing  homosexuals; 

•Opposition  to  legalized  gambling  and 
pari-mutuel  betting  in  local  areas; 

•Pleas  for  stronger  laws  and  a  stronger 
stance  by  the  church  against  alcohol 
abuse  and  drunk  driving,  particularly  as 
they  affect  youth; 

•Criticism  of  U.S.  military  interven¬ 
tion  in  the  conflicts  in  Central  America; 

•Concern  for  >  Central  American 
refugees  and  the  whole  issue  of  providing 
sanctuary  to  persons  fleeing  political  op¬ 
pression. 

Although  the  1984  General  Conference 
went  on  record  opposing  the  candidacy, 
ordination  and  appointment  of  self- 
avowed,  practicing  homosexuals,  at  least 
four  annual  conferences  continued  the 
debate  locally.  Perhaps  the  strongest 
action  came  in  the  New  York  Conference. 
By  a  vote  of  184-157  the  conference  voted 
to  send  a  letter  of  appreciation  to  the 
Rev.  Paul  Abels,  a  self  avowed  homo¬ 
sexual  who  took  early  retirement  from 
his  parish.  In  the  letter  the  conference 
delegates  said  they  “deeply  regret  our 
denomination’s  continued  oppression  of 
homosexual  persons.” 

In  an  addition  to  the  letter  the  confer¬ 
ence  authorized  its  council  on  ministries, 
in  consultation  with  its  board  of  ordained 
ministry  and  board  of  church,  and  so¬ 
ciety,  to  file  a  brief  with  the  Judicial 
Council  when  it  considers  the  constitu¬ 
tionality  of  the  General  Conference 
action  this  fall.  The  California-Nevada 
Conference  also  authorized  three  persons 
to  prepare  briefs :  for  that  Judicial 
Council  meeting. 

The  Oregon-Idaho  Conference  was  the 
only  one  of  the  four  who  went  on  record 
supporting  the  General  Conference’s 
stand  on  ordination  of  homosexuals. 

Regarding  the  issue  of  alcohol  abuse, 
the  Minnesota,  Virginia  and  Southern 
New  Jersey  conferences  favored  raising 
the  minimum  drinking  age  to  21.  In  the 
South  Indiana  Conference,  delegates 
defeated  a  recommendatiori  that  the  con¬ 
ference  withhold  funds  from  DePauw 
University,  Greencastle,  Ind.,  because 
the  UM-related  school  permits  limited 
use  of  alcohol  on  campus.  Instead,  the 
conference  urged  its  officials  to  meet 
with  the  school’s  administrators. 

Delegates  in  at  least  two  conferences 
voted  to  channel  anti-alcohol  efforts 
through  the  Federal  Trade  Commission. 
The  Western  Pennsylvania  Conference 
asked  the  commission  to  request  health 
warnings  in  liquor  advertising.  The 
Pacific  Northwest  Conference  asked  for 
a  study  of  the  effects  of  alcohol 
advertising  on  youth,  recovering 
alcoholics  and  “other  vulnerable 
groups.” 

Hitting  local  laws  governing  sale  of 
alcoholic  beverages,  the  North  Alabama 
Conference  opposed  local  referenda 
which  would  permit  the  sale  of  alcohol  as 
an  option  for  cities  located  in  “dry” 
counties.  Oklahoma  delegates  vowed  to 
fight  an  upcoming  state  referendum 
which  would  make  liquor-by-the-drink 
legal.  The  East  Ohio  Conference 
supported  efforts  to  block  sale  of  al¬ 
coholic  beverages  at  gasoline  stations. 

The  North  Georgia  Conference  chal¬ 
lenged  United  Methodists  “to  lead  an 
alcohol-free  life.” 
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The  Wesley  Foundation  At  Southern  University,  Baton  Rouge 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Figg 


Figgs  To  Lead  Music  For  School  of  Christian  Mission 


The  ‘‘heavweights’’  above  served  as  the  repair  team  for  the  Retired  Ministers 
Home  at  Bristol  Place,  on  the  West  Bank,  New  Orleans.  They  are  Ed  Parks.  William 
C.  Blakely,  New  Orleans-Houma  district  superintendent,  Ray  Spiller  and  Byrl 
Moreland. 

NO-Houma  Repair  Team  Upgrades  RM  Home 

and  laymen  from  Algiers,  Aurora  and 
Gretna  completed  the  work.  The 
immediate  needs  included  facing  boards, 
drains  and  exterior  paint. 

It  is  Rev.  Blakely’s  hope  that  churches 
and  districts  near  other  Retired 
Minister’s  Homes  will  “adopt”  a  home, 
thereby  adding  to  the  Board’s  ability  to 
do  more  with  their  funds  for  additional 
homes. 


After  hearing  of  the  need  for  repairs  at 
the  Retired  Minister’s  Home,  2411  Bristol 
Place  on  the  West  Bank,  Superintendent 
Bill  Blakely  and  the  NOH  District  Crew 
made  the  much  needed  improvements  on 
Saturday,  June  23. 

The  team,  Rev.  Ed  Parks  of  Algiers 
UMC,  Dr.  Byrl  Moreland  of  Aurora 
UMC,  and  Rev.  Ray  Spiller  of  Gretna 
UMC  along  with  Superintendent  Blakely 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Figg,  above,  have 
been  chosen  to  lead  the  music  for  this 
year’s  School  of  Christian  Mission.  Dr. 
Figg  has  taught  widely  and  at  present  is 
Assistant  Professor  at  L.S.U.,  Baton 
Rouge.  Mrs.  Figg  is  an  elementary 


music  teacher  and  serves  as  choir 
director  for  Francis  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  The 
Figgs  are  active  in  community  and 
regional  musical  events. 


International  Lesson  Series 


Fred  Young 


Hal  Cutlip 


By  REV.  WILBUR  G.  C.  DAVIS,  SR. 

The  Program 

This  particular  unit  of  campus 
ministry  is  located  along  the  banks  of  the 
mighty  Mississippi  at  a  point  once  called 
“Scott’s  Bluff,”  on  the  campus  of  the 
nation’s  largest  predominantly  Black 
University.  It  is  sustained  prayerfully 
and  financially  by  a  people  called 
“United  Methodist,”  and  is  another 
outreach,  another  way  of  saying  to  our 
students  we  love  you  and  through  the 
Wesley  Foundation  the  strong  arm  of 
God  is  extended  to  you. 

Our  efforts  here  at  Wesley  Foundation 
are  deeply  concentrated  on  bridging  the 
gap  between  parental  authority, 
perhaps,  compulsory  church  attendance 
and  young  adult  life  in  which  the  students 
must  be  guided  to  the  point  of  making 
responsible  decisions  for  themselves.  It 
is  at  this  point  of  development,  without 
proper  nurture,  that  the  church  stands  to 
part  with  its  youth. 

We  constantly  and  untiringly  strive  to 
serve  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  Southern 
University  Academic  Community  with 
special  emphasis  on  the  needs  of 
students,  faculty  and  staff.  The  program 
of  the  Wesley  Foundation  provides 
worship  services, religious  study  groups, 
and  relevant  special  programs  such  as 
forums  and  seminars.  The  unit  also 
provides  counseling  as  needed  to 
students,  faculty  and  staff. 

We  are  particularly  pleased  with  our 
outreach  to  the  community  and  students 
through  week-long  aerobic  classes  in 


Mrs.  Helen  Brock,  Chairperson  of  the  Bicentennial  Committee  of  First  UM  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  presides  over  the  Bicentennial  Banquet,  above.  Dr.  Tom  Matheny, 
President  of  the  Judicial  Council  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  was  the  featured 
speaker,  right  insert  above.  The  Pastor’s  Quartet  (A1  Trickett,  Franklin  Poole,  Don 
Cottrill  and  Willis  Dear)  is  shown  in  the  lower  left  insert  minus  senior  Pastor  Woody 
Hearn,  who  said  something  about  a  bucket.  To  Mrs.  Brock’s  left  at  the  table  are 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Paul  Galloway  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Moses  Jackson. 

Bicentennial  Celebrations  Held 
at  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge 


By  REV.  DON  COTTRILL 
Associate  Minister 
First  United  Methodist 
Baton  Rouge 

The  Bicentennial  Committee  of  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge  has  been 
extremely  busy  this  year  planning  and 
leading  several  special  and  varied 
events.  The  most  recent  of  these  was  a 
week-long  Wesleyan  Tour  of  Savannah 
and  St.  Simons  Island,  Georgia.  The 
tour  visited  the  historic  sections  of 
Savannah  and  noted  particularly  the 
events  related  to  the  Wesleys.  A  study 
was  made  of  the  influence  of  the  ‘Georgia 
experience’  on  John  Wesley’s  religious 
growth.  St.  Simon’s  was  the  place  for  the 
group  to  see  both  past  and  present  United 
Methodism  as  they  walked  on  the 
grounds  of  Epworth-by-the-Sea 
(Conference  Center  for  the  conference 


and  camp  site  for  resident  camping)  and 
as  they  saw  the  historic  displays  at  the 
museum. 

In  addition,  the  committee  has  been 
responsible  for  a  musical  performance  of 
‘A  Madrigal  Feast  in  the  Home  of 
Charles  Wesley,’  the  preparation  of  a 
magnificant  Bicentennial  banner 
(designed  and  sewn  by  church  women), 
and  a  Bicentennial  banquet  with  Tom 
Matheny  as  guest  speaker.  Plans  call  for 
still  more  events:  the  publication  of  two 
pieces  describing  the  history  of  First 
Church,  a  musical  performance  of  ‘A 
Moravian  Love  Feast’  presented  by  the 
youth  choir,  and  a  special  Camp 
Meeting.  The  chairperson  of  the 
committee  is  Mrs.  Walter  Brock  and  the 
chairperson  of  the  Historic  tour  was  Mrs. 
Kenneth  Wilson. 


Reform :  By  Force? 


Career  Fair  Held  At  Camphor  UM 


The  career  Planning  and  Counseling 
Committee  of  Camphor  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  sponsored  a  Career 
Fair  to  acquaint  youth  and  adults  with 
the  Career  Planning  Process,  to 
interpret  the  meaning  of  Christian 
Vocation  as  purpose  and  to  relate  the 
meaning  to  Career  life  planning. 

The  theme  of  the  fair  was  “Who  am  I, 
and  Where  am  I  going?”  The  main 
address  was  given  by  Rev.  Julius 
Jefferson  of  New  Orleans. 

The  three  Mini  Labs  and  presenters 
were:  “How  will  improving  your  test 
skills  help  you  get  where  you  are  going?” 
—  Miss  Jannie  Cox  and  Mr.  Nathan 


Smith;  “Improving  and  Living  with 
effective  Math  skills”  —  Miss  Juanita 
Bates,  Dr.  Prince  Armstrong.  Dr. 
Matthew  Crawford  and  Dr.  Rogers 
Newman;  “Improving  your  Communica¬ 
tion  Skills”  —  Mesdames  Marion  Jones, 
Gloria  Chapman  and  Louise  Smith. 

Mrs.  Hallague  Dawson  is  chairman  of 
the  committee.  Rev.  George  Calvin  is  the 
pastor  of  Camphor  UMC. 

Some  participants  enjoying 
refreshments  after  The  Career  Fair, 
shown  above,  are:  Mesdames  Louises 
Brown,  Hallague  Dawson,  Juanita  Bates, 
Prince  Armstrong,  and  Mae  Calvin. 


Pendleton  Memorial  Announces  Changes 


Mr.  Fred  Young  has  been  named 
Executive  Vice  President  of  the  318  bed 
hospital  in  east  New  Orleans.  In  that 
capacity,  he  will  be  responsible  for  the 
functions  of  all  departments  working  in 
the  hospital.  Mr.  Young  is  a  native  of 
New  Orleans  and  a  graduate  of 


University  of  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Hal  Cutlip  has  been  named 
Assistant  Vice  President  for  Support 
Services.  He  will  be  responsible  for  all 
maintenance,  food  services,  security  and 
transportation  within  the  hospital. 


Fellowship  Center  Dedicated  At 
James  Chapel  UM  Church 


Dr.  Kenneth  Reed,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  District,  presided  over 
special  services  Sunday,  May  20,  at 
James  Chapel  dedicating  the  Lola  Hano 
Sibley  Methodist  Fellowship  Center 
above.  This  was  the  first  major  addition 
to  the  church  in  more  than  two  decades. 

The  center  is  named  after  the  late  Lola 
Hano  Sibley,  who  served  as  treasurer  of 
the  church  for  35  years.  Mrs.  Sibley  died 
of  cancer  in  1977.  Her  widower,  Andrew 
Sibley,  is  currently  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  church. 

“It’s  hard  to  express  how  proud  we  are 
of  this  new  facility.”  Rev.  Lewis  M. 
Morris,  Jr.,  James  Chapel  pastor,  said. 
“We  are  a  small  country  church  with 
limited  enrollment  and  equally  limited 


financial  resources,  but  this  fellowship 
center  reveals  something  about  the 
determination  of  our  members.” 

According  to  Morris,  the  structure  was 
built  entirely  by  church  members  with 
the  exception  of  the  bricking. 

“The  nice  thing  about  it  is  that  it  was 
debt  free  the  day  of  the  dedication,” 
Morris  noted. 

He  indicated  the  total  cost  of  the 
building  was  about  $15,000. 

Presenting  the  fellowship  center  to  Dr. 
Reed  were  trustees  John  Green,  Fred 
Carter,  Romey  Hano,  Wallace  Hoyt, 
Darrell  Sanders,  Andrew  Sibley,  Herbert 
Sanders  and  Rev.  Morris. 

Morris  added  the  facility  will  also  be 
utilized  as  a  community  center  for  the 
elderly. 


which  there  are  approximately  two- 
hundred  participants. 

The  groundwork  is  now  being  laid  for  a 
“DRUG  AWARENESS  PROGRAM”  to 
serve  the  needs  of  students  and  the 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Pastor 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 


2  Kings  10:18-19,  24b-31 

What  happens  to  the  reformer  when 
the  “reform”  is  finally  in  effect? 

Looking  at  history,  we  can  see  that 
when  most  rebellions  take  place  they  are 
focused  on  some  sort  of  reform.  They  are 
led  by  altruistic  reformers  who  are  one 
with  the  people,  sharing  the  oppression, 
the  poverty,  the  hunger,  the  privation  of 
the  common  people.  But,  so  often  these 
reformers  merely  replace  one  status  quo 
with  another  —  sometimes  one  form  of 
oppression  and  tyrranny  with  another. 
The  question  is:  does  reform  by  force 
ever  work?  Even  if  undertaken  with  the 
best  of  motives,  does  it  ever  work? 

Too  many  operate  on  the  theory  that 
the  “end  justifies  the  means.”  Therefore, 
whatever  one  does  is  all  right  if  it  has  as 
its  goal  an  ultimate  good  for  most  people. 
The  trouble  comes  when  “reformers” 
forget  their  pure  motives  and  goals  and 
begin  to  rationalize  to  fit  themselves  into 
positions  of  control  and  power.  “After 
all,”  thinks  the  average  reformer,  “I 
have  led  the  people  this  far  toward  the 
fulfilment  of  their  aspirations  —  I  should 
now  give  them  the  benefit  of  my  wisdom 
by  taking^ver  the  control  of  their  lives.’  ’ 

The  Church  has  seen  many  attempts  at 
reform,  some  good  and  some  very  bad. 
The  Protestant  Reformation  came  into 
being  to  correct  some  obvious  ills  of  the 
established  Church.  The  Spanish 
Inquisition  was  begun  to  eliminate  the 
“heretics”  and  to  purify  the  faith.  The 
Wesleyan  movement  was  not  so  much  a 
reform  of  the  whole  church  but  was  an 
opportunity  offered  for  deeper  spiritual 
life.  The  evangelical  revivals  of  the 
1800’s  and  early  1900’s  brought  new 
vitality  to  religion,  but  also,  brought 
many  bitter  and  divisive  influences  into 
the  lives  of  Christians.  Reform  and 
Christian  witness  must  always  be 
persuasive  rather  than  coercive.  Our 
scripture  lesson  for  today  deals  with  some 
coercive  measures  undertaken  to  purify 
the  worship  practices  of  Israel  and  with 
the  disastrous  results  which  came  from 
them. 

The  time  of  the  divided  kingdoms  was 
a  terrible  time.  The  Hebrew  people  had 
begun  to  accept  many  of  the  nature  gods 
of  Baal.  They  (the  Hebrews)  had  long 
been  a  nomadic  peoples  who  were  forced 
into  slavery  in  Egypt  and  who,  upon 
returning  to  the  Promised  Land,  began  to 


place  their  roots  in  the  soil,  becoming 
farmers  as  well  as  shepherds.  The 
Canaanites  (who  inhabited  the  Promised 
Land)  were  farmers  who  worshiped 
baals,  recognizing  these  as  gods  of 
fertility  —  fertility  of  the  soil,  of  livestock 
and  of  humans.  Many  Hebrews, 
becoming  farmers  in  a  new  land,  wanted 
to  cover  all  bases  and,  seeing  the 
productive  fields  of  the  Canaanites, 
adopted  the  baals  as  objects  of  worship. 
Last  week  we  studied  the  effect  of  Baal 
worship  upon  the  people  and  the  great 
contest  Elijah  had  with  the  400  prophets 
of  Baal. 

In  this  lesson  we  find  that  the  prophet 
Elisha  has  anointed  Jehu  as  king  over 
Israel.  Jehu  and  his  troops  sought  out  all 
possible  heirs  to  the  thrones  of  Israel  and 
Judah,  killing  all  they  could  find.  Next 
Jehu  pretended  to  be  setting  up  a  huge 
revival  meeting  for  Baal,  inviting  all 
baal-worshipers  to  attend  the  service  in 
the  great  temple  Ahab  and  built  in  Sa¬ 
maria.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  stipulated 
in  his  “invitation”  that  if  any  baal- 
worshiper  did  not  attend  and  his  faith 
was  later  discovered,  this  person  would 
be  executed. 

The  people  came  and  Jehu  had  them 
all  killed.  In  a  relatively  short  time, 
therefore,  Jehu  had  removed  the  evil 
kings  and  courts  and  had  killed  all  known 
worshipers  of  Baal.  He  seemed  to  be 
doing  his  “Godly  duty.”  However,  Jehu 
did  not  remove  the  worship  of  the  golden 
calves  at  Bethel  and  Dan  —  the  worship 
of  Israel  was  not  entirely  pure. 

The  point  of  this  lesson  is  not  the 
effectiveness  of  Jehu’s  reform  but  the 
morality  of  it.  Was  it  right  for  him  to 
undertake  such  a  bloody  extinction  of  a 
conflicting  faith?  Is  it  ever  right  to  try  to 
purify  the  faith,  to  protect  the  innocent, 
or  to  “make  the  world  safe”  for  this  or 
that  ideology  by  exterminating  the 
opposition? 

If  we  are  to  call  ourselves  Christian 
and  attempt  to  live  according  to  His 
example,  can  we  ever  use  violence  in 
dealing  with  others?  Sometimes,  in  an 
attempt  to  rationalize  our  actions  or 
feelings,  we  quote  from  the  Old 
Testament  which  seems  to  reflect  an 
angrier,  more  vindictive  God.  But,  we 
must  remember  that  the  only  one  who 
perfectly  understood  God  (for  He  was 
one  with  God)  was/is  Christ  Jesus  who 
told  us  that  God  is  love,  not  vengeance, 
and  that  we  are  called  to  love  one  another 
even  as  we  seek  to  reform  others  —  even 
in  our  differences  —  especially  in  our 
differences. 


Drug  Awareness  Seminar 


Wesley  Foundation  Building 


Shared  Talents 


A  Worship  Setting 


surrounding  community.  This  endeavor  support  in  bringing  about  a  keener 
is  in  cooperation  with  the  Sheriff’s  awareness  of  campus  ministry  among 

Department  and  other  community  our  youth.  Please  talk  about  campus 

agencies  and  Churches.  ministry  as  you  work  throughout  your 

We  sincerely  solicit  your  interest  and  districts. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Supreme  Court  denial  of  inmates’ 
privacy  an  insult  to  human  dignity 


A  recent  United  States  Supreme  Court 
ruling  that  limits  the  rights  of  prisoners 
should  be  disturbing  to  all  persons  of  con¬ 
science,  especially  Christians. 

The  high  court  ruled  two  weeks  ago  in  a 
5-4  decision  that  prison  inmates,  unlike 
other  citizens,  have  no  constitutional 
right  of  privacy.  The  Fourth  Amend¬ 
ment’s  protection  “against  unreasonable 
searches  does  not  apply  within  the  con¬ 
fines  of  the  prison  cell,”  Chief  Justice 
Warren  Burger  wrote  in  the  majority 
opinion.  That  opinion  also  held  that  in¬ 
mates  are  not  guaranteed  protection 
against  seizure  of  even  their  most  per¬ 
sonal  possessions. 

Some  persons  are  likely  to  welcome  the 
court’s  action  —  especially  those  who  be¬ 
lieve  the  legal  system  “coddles”  prison¬ 
ers  by  placing  too  much  emphasis  on  pro¬ 
tecting  their  civil  rights.  As  a  result,  the 
argument  goes,  the  safety  of  prison  per¬ 
sonnel  and  other  inmates  is  jeopardized 
by  the  ease  with  which  prisoners  can  ob¬ 
tain  and  conceal  drugs  and  weapons  un¬ 
der  the  guise  of  the  “right  of  privacy.” 

That  argument  has  some  validity. 
Prison  security  is  a  legitimate  concern, 
particularly  under  the  crowded  condi¬ 
tions  in  many  jails  and  penitentiaries 
The  safety  of  the  majority  understand¬ 
ably  may  require  —  and  the  law  in  the 

Welcome  to  new  readers  in 
Capitol  Heights,Maryland 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  250  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  Gethsemane  UMC  in  Capitol 
Heights.  Maryland  (Baltimore  Annual 
Conference). 

•  This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U  S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Capitol  Heights, 
we  say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will 
find  your  new  church  paper  interesting 
and  informative,  and  that  you  will  join 
with  other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  ’  ’ 


past  has  recognized  the  need  for  —  occa¬ 
sional  extreme  measures,  including  the 
temporary  curtailment  of  prisoners’ 
rights  and  privileges. 

But  stripping  prisoners  of  all  Fourth 
Amendment  protection  against  “unrea¬ 
sonable  searches  and  seizures”  is  an  af¬ 
front  to  traditional  societal  values  and  to 
Christian  teachings  —  and  potentially 
counter-productive. 

We  agree  with  Justice  John  Paul  Ste¬ 
vens’  sharp  dissent  noting  the  majority 
opinion’s  abandonment  of  traditional  val¬ 
ues.  Justice  Stevens  said,  “To  hold  that  a 
prisoner’s  possession  of  a  letter  from  his 
wife,  or  a  picture  of  his  baby,  has  no  pro¬ 
tection  against  arbitrary  or  malicious  per¬ 
usal,  seizure  or  destruction  would 
not  .  .  .  comport  with  any  civilized  stan¬ 
dard  of  decency.”  That  standard,  he 
said,  is  “the  difference  between  slavery 
and  humanity  .” 

Similarly,  we  deplore  the  violation  of 
that  standard  of  decency  as  contrary  to 
the  teachings  of  Christ.  Our  Lord  com¬ 
manded  us  to  treat  others  as  we  want  to 
be  treated  (Matthew  7:12).  Any  relaxa¬ 
tion  of  that  principle,  including  refusing 
inmates  reasonable  privacy  and  respect, 
is  an  affront  to  the  dignity  that  right¬ 
fully  belongs  to  God’s  children. 

Admittedly,  inmates  cannot  exercise 
their  civil  rights  to  the  same  degree  as 
other  citizens,  nor  should  they.  But  pris¬ 
oners  should  not  lose  any  of  those  rights 
to  the  point  of  being  stripped  of  basic  hu¬ 
man  dignity.  Denying  them  that  dignity 
is  likely  to  contribute  to  a  climate  of  even 
greater  hostility  and  resentment  among 
inmates  than  already  is  the  case,  making 
needed  efforts  at  rehabilitation  more  dif¬ 
ficult. 

As  a  result,  prisons  predictably  will 
continue  to  be  “schools  of  crime”  that 
breed  even  less  security  for  themselves 
and,  ultimately,  for  society  in  general. 

As  Christian  citizens,  we  should  do  all 
that  we  can  to  promote  the  humane  treat¬ 
ment  of  inmates,  including  the  protection 
of  their  privacy  and  property  where  such 
cannot  be  construed  to  pose  a  danger  to 
others.  The  recent  Supreme  Court  deci¬ 
sion  also  should  remind  those  of  us  in  the 
church  that  we  should  not  relax  any  of 
our  present  efforts  at  prison  reform,  in¬ 
cluding  finding  alternatives  to  sending 
persons  to  jail.  And  we  should  emphasize 
that  the  Supreme  Court  has  not  denied 
prisoners  other  basic  rights,  such  as  the 
right  to  petition  the  courts  for  redress  of 
any  legitimate  grievance. 
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My  Witness 

UMC’s  uniqueness  celebrated  as 
church  begins  its  third  century 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following  arti¬ 
cle  was  awarded  first  place  in  a  recent 
essay  contest  sponsored  by  the  Ashland 
District  Historical  Society  (Virginia  An¬ 
nual  Conference).  It  is  reprinted  with  the 
author’s  permission. 

By  D.  DAVIS  OSBORNE 

We  the  people  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  joyfully  celebrate  the  distinctive 
benefits  of  our  organized  Community  of 
Believers: 

We  celebrate  the  fact  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  not  only  allows,  but  al¬ 
so  actively  encourages,  lay  persons  to 
participate  in  the  administration,  teach¬ 
ing,  and  preaching  of  our  church. 

We  celebrate  because  our  church  none¬ 
theless  demands  that  our  spiritual  lead¬ 
ers.  our  pastors,  be  fully  trained  in  our 
faith  in  a  qualified  educational  institu¬ 
tion  before  they  are  entrusted  with  the 
formidable  position  of  leading  God’s  chil¬ 
dren  into  a  right  relationship  with  Him. 

We  celebrate  our  Book  of  Discipline 
which  is  available  to  every  one  of  us  as  a 
guide  to  understanding  the  foundation, 
teachings,  administration,  and  function 
of  our  church. 

We  celebrate  our  dignified  music  and 


liturgy  and  our  freedom  from  any  sup¬ 
pression  of  differing  spontaneous  expres¬ 
sions  of  worship  for  our  Lord. 

We  celebrate  our  church’s  dedication  to 
providing  for  the  physical,  mental,  and 
spiritual  needs  of  the  elderly,  the  children, 
the  workers,  the  unemployed,  the  handi¬ 
capped,  the  poor,  the  rich,  the  middle 
class,  the  well-educated,  and  the  unedu¬ 
cated  members  of  its  congregations  and  of 
the  societies  of  the  world 

We  celebrate  because  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  officially  recognized  the 
tremendous  contributions  of  its  women 
and  has  allowed  them  equal  participation 
—  including  ordination  for  those  who  are 
qualified  —  since  long  before  society  de¬ 
cided  that  such  recognition  was  proper. 

We  celebrate  the  fact  that  although,  as 
in  other  denominations,  United  Method¬ 
ist  churches  across  the  nation  remain 
predominantly  segregated  by  race,  our 
church  nonetheless  recognizes  the  severe 
impact  of  this  problem  upon  the  integrity 
of  Christian  brotherhood  as  taught  by 
Jesus  Christ,  and  works  strenuously  to 
eliminate  this  unchristian  schism  be¬ 
tween  God’s  children. 

We  United  Methodists  celebrate  our 


church’s  willingness  to  confront  contro¬ 
versial  issues,  including  those  issues 
with  active  lobbyists  on  both  sides,  such 
as  the  ERA  and  “gay  rights,”  legalized 
abortions,  and  state  lotteries. 

We  celebrate  our  guiding  document, 
the  statement  of  Social  Principles,  which 
has  officially  committed  us  Methodist 
Christians  to  seeking  out  and  contribut¬ 
ing  to  the  solutions  to  problems  of  society 
as  a  whole  for  almost  80  years. 

We  celebrate  a  full  century  of  striving 
to  erase  the  ecumenical  divisions  that 
hurt  the  cause  of  spreading  the  Christian 
gospel  as  Jesus  commanded  (Matthew 
28: 19).  We  celebrate  our  successes  which 
changed  our  name  to  “United,”  and  look 
forward  to  a  new  century  of  joining 
hands  with  our  Christian  brothers  and 
sisters  in  other  Christian  denominations. 

Most  of  all,  we  celebrate  the  United 
Methodist  Church's  uniquely  clear  dis¬ 
cernment  of  what  is  vital  to  our  Christian 
faith  —  and  of  that  which  is  not  —  without 
floundering  amidst  all  the  petty  dissent¬ 
ing  opinions  that  threaten  to  divide  us. 

This  week's  contributor,  D.  Davis  Os¬ 
borne,  is  a  member  of  Dahlgren  UMC  in 
King  George,  Virginia. 


Here  I  Stand 

Christian  population  shift  challenges  church 


By  JAMES  E.  MAGAW 

A  recent  review  of  David  Barrett’s 
1,026  page  “World  Christian  Ency elope 
dia”  (covering  the  20th  century  and 
priced  at  $95)  contains  some  compelling 
statistics. 

Something  in  my  mind  clicked  as  1 
read.  “The  numerical  strength  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  rapidly  moving  away  from  its 
base  in  western  Europe  and  North  Amer¬ 
ica  to  the  South  and  to  the  East.”  What 
clicked  into  place  for  me  was  the  notion 
that  this  trend  is  part  of  the  reason  for 
the  controversy  within  the  American 
church  about  a  body  like  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  In  the  beginning,  that 
Council  was  dominated  by  western  Chris¬ 
tians  (North  Americans  and  Europeans) 
because  we  represented  a  strong  major 
ity  of  the  world’s  Christian  population. 

Now  there  is  a  shift  in  power  and  influ¬ 
ence  because  there  is  a  shift  in  the  loca 
tion  of  Christianity’s  numerical  strength 
The  reviewer,  John  Mulder,  says:  “In 


1900,  83  percent  of  the  world’s  Christians 
were  Western  —  50  percent  in  Europe,  19 
percent  in  Russia,  and  14  percent  in 
North  America.  By  1985,  less  than  half  of 
the  world’s  Christians  will  be  Western¬ 
ers.  By  the  year  2000,  Latin  America  will 
be  the  most  populous  Christian  continent 
with  28  percent  of  the  world’s  Christians, 
followed  by  Europe  with  21  percent,  Afri¬ 
ca  with  19  percent,  and  North  America 
with  13  percent.” 

Here  are  some 
more  startling  sta¬ 
tistics  that  appear 
in  the  review  in  the 
January,  1984  issue 
of  “Theology  To¬ 
day”:  “Western 
churches  are  losing 
adherents  at  the 

rate  of  7,600  mem- _ 

bers  per  day.  Afri-  James  Magaw 
can  churches  are  gaining  members  at 
the  rate  of  16,400  per  day,  roughly  12,000 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

6  Thank  God’  for  some  dramatic  proposals 


To  the  Editor: 

The  time  for  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ences,  jurisdictional  episcopacies  and 
over-worked  bishops  has  long  since 
come. 

Thank  God  for  the  vision  of  Thelma 
Stevens  (UMR,  July  6).  The  wolves  of 
self-interest  and  protectionism  will  be 
howling  at  her  door,  but  the  lay  and  cler¬ 
gy  who  are  dreaming  dreams  for  our 
third  century  will  rally  'round  such  dra¬ 
matic  proposals  as  she  espoused 

M.  Thomas  Swantner 
Pontiac,  Illinois 

Who  in  the  church 

are  the  bureaucrats? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  a  member  of  a  general  agency  of 
the  church  —  I  am  also  a  long-time  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  local  church.  Am  I  a  bureaucrat? 

I  attend  one  or  more  meetings  of  our 
agency  each  year.  I  attend  one  or  more 
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committee  meetings  of  our  local  church 
each  week.  Am  I  a  bureaucrat? 

I  am  a  member  of  the  Financial  Ser¬ 
vices  Committee  which  recommended 
the  World  Service  budget  for  1985-1988.  I 
also  am  bone-weary  from  working  six 
hours  last  Saturday  on  a  chicken  barbe- 
que  to  raise  money  for  our  local  church’s 
apportionments.  Am  I  a  bureaucrat? 

I  was  a  delegate  to  General  Conference. 
I  am  a  member  oi  my  local  church’s 
Administrative  Board.  Am  I  a  bureaucrat? 

I  was  a  member  of  the  financial  admin¬ 
istration  legislative  committee  at  Gener¬ 
al  Conference,  representing  my  annual 
conference.  Was  I  a  bureaucrat  because  of 
my  experience  in  preparing  the  budgets? 

I  also  am  a  member  of  the  jurisdiction¬ 
al  nominating  committee  which  will  be 
nominating  members  of  the  general  boards 
and  agencies  for  the  next  four  years. 

Who  will  be  the  bureaucrats  of  the  fu¬ 
ture?  Will  they  include  a  retired  school¬ 
teacher,  the  wife  of  a  local  pastor,  a  wo¬ 
man  partner  in  a  dairy-machinery  fam¬ 
ily  business  from  a  rural  village,  a  his- 
panic  flourmill  worker  recently  unem¬ 
ployed  due  to  a  mill  closing,  an  18-year- 
old  college  freshman,  a  pastor  with  mild¬ 
ly  handicapping  conditions,  a  black  wo¬ 
man  with  the  deepest  faith  1  have  known, 
a  young  woman  pastor,  a  district  super¬ 
intendent  from  a  depressed  rural  dis¬ 
trict,  a  retired  steel  executive?  Are  these 
bureaucrats? 

Greet  those  sitting  in  your  pew  next 
Sunday  morning.  You  may  find  one  of  the 
above  sitting  next  to  you. 

Leta  L.  Merrow 
Hamburg,  New  York 

General  Conference 
delegates  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Reporter’s  coverage  of  General 
Conference  was  good 

In  your  coverage  of  the  discussion  on 
“inclusive  language,”  however,  you 
failed  to  mention  the  vote,  possibly  be¬ 
cause  no  count  was  given  by  the  presid¬ 
ing  bishop.  To  me,  it  appeared  that  45% 
of  the  delegates  voted  against  the  detest¬ 
able  and  obnoxious  “inclusive  language  ” 

I  thought  General  Conference  was  domi¬ 
nated  by  ivory  tower  seminary  types  who 
endorsed  this  nonsense  20  to  1  or  better 
It  was  a  relief  to  find  there  are  millions  of 
United  Methodists  who  detest  it  as  much 
as  I  do. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  more  persons  can 
not  have  the  opportunity  to  go  to  General 
Conference.  Because  of  what  I  had  seen, 
or  thought  I  saw,  at  the  unifying  confer¬ 
ence  in  1968,  1  showed  up  in  Baltimore 
with  a  great  deal  of  skepticism  and  antag¬ 
onism  toward  the  manner  in  which  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  would  be  conducted.  I  left 
deeply  impressed  with  the  effort  of  all  the 
various  conference  officials  to  see  that  every 
delegate  had  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  on 
any  subject  which  he  or  she  wished  to 
speak  Debate  in  the  legislative  commit¬ 
tees  was  truly  open  and  often  extensive. 

The  frequent  references,  both  in  the  le¬ 
gislative  committees  and  on  the  floor  of 


the  conference  impressed  on  me  the  gen¬ 
uine  effort  that  many  delegates  were 
making  to  truly  represent  the  wishes  of 
the  “man  in  the  pew"  from  their  area  in 
the  voting  on  many  issues. 

If  more  people  could  have  the  exper¬ 
ience  I  had  there  would  be  complete  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  moral  and  intellectual  in¬ 
tegrity  of  the  General  Conference.  I  used 
to  think  it  was  an  honor  to  be  a  delegate, 
a  reward  for  years  of  hard  work.  Now  I 
think  it  is  more  like  punishment  for  their 
sins  since  for  the  conscientious  delegate 
it  means  ten  days  without  sleep 

Being  a  delegate  to  General  Confer¬ 
ence  is  just  ten  days  of  hard  work  without 
rest.  We  should  be  thankful  we  have  men 
and  women  who  are  willing  to  serve  the 
church  in  that  capacity. 

Howard  Lydick 
Richardson,  Texas 

Je§u§  a  spiritual, 

not  a  political,  activist 

To  the  Editor: 

As  I  read  the  article  headlined  "Con¬ 
troversial  fund’s  support  urged  as  part  of 
Southern  Africa  action”  (UMR,  June  8>, 
I  was  still  reflecting  on  a  recent  visit  by 
my  former  headmaster  in  Kenya  who  is 
now  retired  in  his  home  country,  the  Re¬ 
public  of  South  Africa. 

What  a  blessing  to  hear  this  man  and 
his  wife  tell  of  the  renewal  in  the  church 
as  the  Holy  Spirit  moves  in  His  way  and 
by  His  timing.  Although  Baptists,  they 
have  attended  a  nearby  Anglican  church 
for  years.  Blacks,  whites,  and  Indians  at¬ 
tend  this  fully-integrated  church  near 
Durban.  Home  Bible  studies  and  early 
morning  prayer  meetings  are  likewise 
integrated  and  interdenominational. 

As  the  world  fans  the  flames  in  appar¬ 
ent  hope  for  a  violent  “solution”  to  the 
Southern  Africa  problem,  the  Flame  is 
bringing  about  His  ministry  there  to  the 
body,  mind  and  spirit  through  healing, 
teaching  and  preaching.  Our  friends 
gave  us  beautiful  examples  of  each,  with 
prayer  the  key  to  the  effectiveness  of  all. 

I  pray  that  we  United  Methodists  — 
and  other  mainline  Protestants  —  are  not 
found  bogged  down  in  our  committee  dis¬ 
cussions  as  the  Holy  Spirit  accomplishes 
His  purposes  by  other  means. 

I  believe  Jesus  was  —  and  is  —  not  a 
political,  but  a  spiritual  activist. 

Don  Hilton 

Espanola,  New  Mexico 

Homosexual  letters  called 

a  form  of  harrassment 

To  the  Editor: 

Letters  and  articles  written  by  homo¬ 
sexual  men  which  have  appeared  in 
UMR  are  a  form  of  harrassment  They 
try  to  make  the  Christian  church  look  un¬ 
feeling.  They  are  like  the  pathological 
con  man  who  plays  on  people's  sympathy 
and  then  moves  in  and  takes  over  Like 
the  free-loaders  who  harrass  the  United 
States  government,  they  want  privileges 
without  responsibilities. 

Homosexuals  know  what  they  are  do¬ 
ing  is  wrong  but  they  are  crying  out  for 
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through  the  birth  rate  and  the  rest 
through  conversions.  That  amounts  to  6 
million  new  African  Christians  each 
year.  South  Asian  churches  add  447,000 
each  year;  East  Asian  churches  count 
360,000  new  members  each  year." 

Dr.  Mulder,  who  is  President  and  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Historical  Theology  at  Louis¬ 
ville  Presbyterian  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  states  the  situation  plainly:  “For 
roughly  1500  years,  Christianity  has  been 
dominated  by  the  West  —  theologically, 
politically,  economically,  culturally. 
Within  a  very  few  years,  that  dominance 
—  at  least  numerically  —  will  disap¬ 
pear.” 

The  table  below  shows  the  percentage 
of  the  world’s  Christians  in  the  various 
geographical  regions  at  the  beginning  of 
this  century,  in  1985,  and  as  is  projected 
for  the  end  of  this  century : 


1900 

1985 

2000 

Africa 

1.8 

15.3 

19.5 

East  Asia 

0.4 

1.4 

1.6 

Europe 

49.9 

27.2 

21.4 

Latin  America 

11.1 

25.3 

28.3 

Northern  America 

14.1 

14.7 

12.6 

Oceania 

0.9 

1.4 

1.4 

South  Asia 

3.0 

8.1 

9.5 

USSR 

18.8 

6.6 

5.8 

Many  and  varied  conclusions  can  be 
drawn  from  these  statistics,  not  the  least 


of  which  is  the  issue  of  whether  a  power¬ 
ful  evangelistic  effort  can  be  successful 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
United  States.  The  facts  of  this  study 
must  be  faced  as  we  set  ourselves  to 

“By  the  year  2000 ,  Latin 
Ameriea  will  he  the  most 
populous  Christian  con¬ 
tinent  with  28  percent  of 
the  world's  CJiristians  ...” 

meet  the  high  goals  that  have  been  set  for 
us  by  the  recent  General  Conference. 

I  wish  to  draw  a  conclusion,  however, 
relating  to  the  issue  raised  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  article.  The  changes  that  are 
taking  place  in  the  Christian  world  popu¬ 
lation  make  it  imperative  for  us  to  be  in¬ 
volved  responsibly  and  strenuously  in 
worldwide  ecumenical  efforts.  An  under¬ 
standing  of  the  shift  in  strength  that  is 
taking  place  may  keep  us  from  being 
frustrated  when  the  outcome  of  such 
Christian  cooperation  sometimes  seems 
more  favorable  to  African  and  South 
American  Christians  than  to  Westerners. 
As  United  Methodists  and  North  Ameri¬ 
cans,  we  are  part  of  the  whole  Body  of 
Christ,  called  to  live  lovingly  and  grace¬ 
fully  with  all  its  members. 


What  constitutes  loyalty 
among  church  members? 


someone  to  tell  them  that  it  is  all  right. 
They  criticize  the  divine  wisdom  of  the 
2000-year-old  Christian  faith  and  want  a 
watered-down  version  that  would  be 
meaningless.  If  these  people  feel  alien¬ 
ated  from  the  church  they  did  it  to  them¬ 
selves.  Devout  Christians  don’t  hate  any¬ 
one.  But  Christians  are  not  pushovers,  and 
the  church  should  not  change  just  to  suit 
every  deviant  practice  that  comes  along. 

E  M.  Riley 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Use  of  Conference 

time  <|iiestioned 

To  the  Editor: 

The  lamentations  over  the  inordinate 
amount  of  time  General  Conference 
spent  on  homosexuality  reminds  me  of 
Bishop  Asbury’s  Journal  entry  for  Feb¬ 
ruary  14,  1806,  after  the  Virginia  Confer¬ 
ence  entangled  itself  in  hours  of  debate : 

“Strange,  that  such  an  affair  should  oc¬ 
cupy  time  of  so  many  good  men !  Religion 
will  do  great  things;  but  it  does  not  make 
Solomons .  ’  ’  Robert  D  W ood 

Greenwood,  Indiana 

Bishops’ statement  lauded 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  astounded  that  so  little  attention 
has  been  given  our  United  Methodist 
bishops’  statement  against  all  weapons 
and  the  “just  war”  theory.  For  the  first 
time  in  2000  years  of  church  history,  a 
body  of  bishops  has  stated  unanimously 
and  unequivocally  that  “Christian  con¬ 
science  demands  total  disarmament  by 
disbanding  armies,  navies,  and  air 
forces  over  the  face  of  the  earth.”  They 
go  on  to  state  that  the  just  war  theory  is 
"under  contemporary  circumstances  .  . 
a  ridiculous  anachronism.” 

This  is  an  epochal  moment  in  the  life  of 
the  church  universal.  I  urge  all  United 
Methodists  to  take  our  bishops’  words  to 
heart,  and  I  urge  our  bishops  to  work  for 
an  ecumenical  gathering  of  all  churches 
which  will  make  their  words  the  consen¬ 
sus  for  all  who  wish  to  follow  Jesus,  the 
Prince  of  Peace. 

Stephen  Harvester 

West  Brookfield,  Massachusetts 


By  MICHAEL  O’CONNOR 

I  once  read  in  the  newspaper  that  Gen¬ 
eral  Motors  was  going  to  close  the  execu¬ 
tive  parking  lot  to  those  of  their  top  em¬ 
ployees  who  drove  cars  to  work  not  built 
by  GM.  They  also  discussed  having  such 
vehicles  removed  from  the  parking  lot 
when  they  appeared.  One  company  exe¬ 
cutive  was  quoted  as  saying  that  there 
were  issues  of  loyalty  involved. 

We  seem  to  be  having  a  similar  prob¬ 
lem  in  the  church  these  days.  Some  peo¬ 
ple  are  being  considered  somewhat  less 
than  loyal  because  they  do  not  exclusive¬ 
ly  use  literature  produced  by  the  church, 
or  because  they  do  not  support  one  or 
more  of  the  funds  of  the  church,  or  be¬ 
cause  they  speak  out  against  some  action 
one  of  the  church’s  agencies  has  made 

Loyalty  the  issue 

The  real  issue  here  is  that  of  what  con¬ 
stitutes  loyalty.  Is  the  GM  employee  to  be 
considered  less  than  loyal,  perhaps  even 
disloyal,  when  he  comes  to  work  faithful¬ 
ly,  performs  his  duties  satisfactorily  or 
better,  does  generally  what  is  expected 
of  him,  and  yet  purchases  another  type  of 
automobile,  for  whatever  reason? 

Similarly,  are  church  people  to  be  re¬ 
garded  suspiciously  because  they  do  not 
always  use  denominational  literature,  or 
any  of  the  other  above-mentioned  defi¬ 
ciencies  occur,  and  yet  they  attend  faith¬ 
fully,  give  of  their  time,  talent,  and  mon¬ 
ey,  and  are  generally  good  members  of 
the  church  and  the  Kingdom? 

Of  course,  my  answer  is  “no.”  The  atti¬ 
tude  which  says  "yes"  has  failed  to  grasp 
the  concept  of  loyalty.  Loyalty  is  not 
something  which  may  be  demanded  from 
one  person  by  another.  One  cannot  make 
rules  which  say,  “These  things  must  be 
done,  or  you  shall  not  be  considered 
loyal." 

Since  we  are  fond  of  quoting  diction¬ 
aries  to  explain  words,  I  would  like  to 
quote  one  on  the  word  “loyal”:  “Con¬ 
stant  and  faithful  in  any  relation  or  obli¬ 
gation,  implying  trust,  confidence.” 
(Funk  and  Wagnall’s  "Standard  College 
Dictionary.”) 

Now  an  argument  could  be  made  that 
those  in  the  church  who  do  not  use  the  lit¬ 
erature  or  pay  apportionments  are  fail¬ 
ing  their  obligations,  since  these  things 
are  called  for  by  the  discipline  which  we, 
in  theory,  have  approved  and  agreed  to 
follow  But  it  could  also  be  said  that  these 
obligations  are  being  neglected  because 
the  areas  of  trust  and  confidence  have 
been  neglected. 

What  I  am  saying  is  that  we  perform 


our  obligations  because  we  trust  the  ones 
who  require  them  of  us.  We  are  confi¬ 
dent  that  they  are  not  asking  us  to  do 
something  that  is  wrong  or  harmful.  That 
situation  does  not  exist  in  the  church  to¬ 
day.  1  am  not  sure  exactly  how  to  cure 
that  problem,  but  the  answer  does  not  lie 
in  either  simply  saying,  “Trust  me,”  or  in 
getting  into  a  dither  and  accusing  people 
of  disloyalty.  Trust  comes  from  a  rela¬ 
tionship  which  is  open  and  honest. 

Relationship  demands  naysaying 

That  kind  of  relationship  also  demands 
some  kind  of  naysaying.  I  do  not  trust  the 
person  who  agrees  with  me  100  percent  of 
the  time.  I  figure  he  is  out  for  his  own  in¬ 
terests.  The  person  who  criticizes,  but  re¬ 
mains  at  my  side  and  supports  me  as 
well  is  building  a  relationship.  My  part  is 
to  not  get  defensive  when  he  criticizes. 
The  church  and  its  members  must  learn 
this  technique 

Listening  to  the  rhetoric  spun  about  the 
problems  in  the  church  today,  I  keep 
hearing  there  is  a  large  segment  of  not 
totally  loyal  people  out  in  the  pulpits  and 
pews.  I  would  submit  they  are  being  per¬ 
haps  the  most  loyal  and  are  only  seeking 
to  establish  a  real  relationship  with  the 
church  they  love. 

"Here  l  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributors  are  the  Rev.  James  E. 
Magaw,  superintendent  of  the  Cambridge 
District  of  the  East  Ohio  Annual 
Conference,  and  the  Rev.  Michael 
O'Connor,  pastor  of  First  UMC  in 
Lockney,  Texas  (Northwest  Texas  Annual 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand."  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222 
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GRANVILLE,  Ohio  —  Oral  Roberts  University  theology  dean  James 
Buskirk  led  morning  Bible  studies  at  the  Good  News  convocation.  He 
applauded  the  Good  News  caucus  for  working  to  renew  the  church. 


up  with  the  people  who  responded  to  the 
call. 

Membership  decline  cited 

The  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon  of  Tupelo, 
Miss.,  told  the  convocation  that  when 
scriptural  holiness  began  to  decline  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  so  did  the 
membership. 

"It  has  been  so  long  since  I  have  heard 
an  official  agency  mention  sin  or  sal¬ 
vation  that  I  must  conclude  that,  as  a 
body,  we  no  longer  believe  in  personal  sin 
or  salvation,"  he  said. 

In  a  bold  suggestion  that  followed  his 
denunciation  of  moral  degeneration  with¬ 
in  the  mass  media,  Mr.  Wildmon,  head  of 
the  National  Federal  for  Decency,  called 
for  an  “alternative"  board  to  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society. 

The  "alternative"  board,  he  said,  would 
address  issues  like  child  abuse, 
pornography,  illegal  drugs  and  the 
breakdown  of  the  family  unit.  The  pre¬ 
sent  board  he  said,  is  too  consumed  with 
civil  and  social  issues  such  as  human 
rights  in  Central  America,  women  and 
health  concerns,  peace  with  justice  and 
militarism. 

His  call  was  met  with  resounding  ap¬ 
plause  by  the  audience  but  with  less 
positive  reaction  from  leaders  of  Good 
News  who  already  have  their  hands  full 
with  supporting  the  new  "alternative 
sending  agency"  to  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Good  News  is  a  leading  supporter  of 
the  new  Mission  Society  For  United 
Methodists. 

The  Rev.  Virgil  Maybray,  new 
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“The  Reporter  lias  for  12  years  nou’  been  a  vital  part  of  our 
ministry  of  communications.  As  a  vehicle  for  our  local  church 
news  and  commentary,  it  is  an  invaluable  tool.  The  inside 
popes  bring  denominational  and  ecumenical  church  news , 
opinion  and  controversy  into  the  homes  of  our  people.  Such 
material  is  not  available  to  most  of  us  from  any  other  sources. 

The  Reporter  is  a  vital  part  of  our  total  ministry.” 


In  1972  at  the  Jurisdictional  Conference  — 
a  flame  was  sparked  to  begin  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  church  edition  —  which 
still  bums  brightly  for  the  congregation  of 
First  UMC,  Omaha.  Nebraska,  and  pastor 
Roger  Bourland. 

Thanks,  Roger.  Nearly  400  churches  have 
joined  you  in  finding  the  Reporter  edition 
vital  to  their  communication  needs.  With  nr  Roger  uouriand 

each  church’s  news  as  a  top  priority  on  page  1;  the  saving  of  staff  time; 
professionally  prepared  newspaper  format,  and  the  individuality 
encouraged  for  each  church,  the  Reporter  is  capable  of  serving  any 
church  —  large  or  small  —  with  its  own  edition. 

For  more  information,  including  cost  estimates,  contact  William  C.  Strickland,  United 
Methodist  Reporter.  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dept.  J,  Dallas.  Texas  75222.  Or  call  (214)  630-6495. 


WCC  elects  new  leader 

Methodist  Emilio  Castro  to  succeed  Philip  Potter 


GRANVILLE,  Ohio  —  Bible  Bowl  entertained  youngsters  during  the  Good  News  convocation  while  parents  listened 
to  scheduled  speakers.  The  Rev.  Sammy  Hargrove  of  Dallas  led  this  year’s  Bible  Bowl. 
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Good  News: 

‘Evangelicals 9  told  they  must  halt  UM member  slide 

By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

GRANVILLE,  Ohio  —  Members  of 
United  Methodism’s  unofficial  Good 
News  caucus  were  told  here  last  week 
they  were  "the  leavening  of  the  loaf." 

The  theologically  conservative  faction 
of  the  church  heard  three  United  Meth¬ 
odist  speakers  from  outside  the  organiza¬ 
tion  praise  Good  News’  efforts  and  tell 
them  that  Good  News  might  well  put  the 
United  Methodist  Church  back  on  the 
growing  edge  after  a  decade  of  dra¬ 
matically  declining  membership. 

"This  last  General  Conference  was 
more  conservative,  more  evangelical 
than  any  other  in  20  years,  praise  God," 
said  the  Rev.  James  Buskirk,  dean  of  the 
School  of  Theology  at  Oral  Roberts 
University. 

Many  decisions  of  the  1984  General 
Conference  have  been  credited  to  po¬ 
litical  efforts  of  Good  News. 

Have  special  responsibility 

Dr.  Buskirk  told  the  annual  convoca¬ 
tion  on  the  Denison  University  campus 
he  believes  God  has  given  the  Good  News 
caucus  "a  very  special  responsibility" 
for  the  renewal  and  revival  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Evangelicals  within  the  church  have 
opened  new  avenues  for  the  Holy  Spirit’s 
work,  he  said,  despite  the  fact  that  the 
last  20  years  have  been  discouraging 
with  approximately  1  million  members 
leaving  the  denomination. 

He  encouraged  Good  News  members 
—  begging  them  at  times  —  to  stay  in  the 
denomination  while  the  church  returns  to 
the  holiness  movement  that  John  Wesley 
began  in  it  200  years  ago. 

The  Rev.  Cornelius  Henderson,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  minister  whose  Atlanta 
church  has  grown  from  300  members  in 
1974  to  more  than  3,000  members,  told  the 
group  that  "the  sin  of  the  church  is  hope¬ 
lessness.”  But  he  added,  “Hope  keeps 
looking  and,  thank  God,  hope  is  in  this 
room." 

He  warned  them,  however,  that  "a 
kicking  mule  can’t  kick  and  move  at  the 
same  time”  and  he  encouraged  them  to 
continue  taking  every  opportunity  for 
building  fires  in  the  pulpits  of  United 
Methodist  churches. 

The  minister  from  Atlanta  drew  shouts 
of  amen  and  applause  during  his  hour- 
long  camp-style  lecture  that  ended  with 
an  altar  call  that  brought  ministers  from 
within  the  audience  to  the  altar  to  keep 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service  Associate  Editor 

The  Rev.  Emilio  Castro,  a  Uruguayan 
Methodist  noted  for  his  ardent  commit¬ 
ment  to  both  evangelism  and  social-jus¬ 
tice  ministries,  has  been  chosen  to  lead 
the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

The  57-year-old  Latin  American  pastor 
was  elected  to  a  five-year  term  as  gener¬ 
al  secretary  of  the  council  July  12  in  Ge¬ 
neva,  Switzerland,  by  the  WCC  Central 
Committee.  The  vote  was  126  to  17,  with 
five  abstentions. 

Mr.  Castro  was  for  11  years,  until  the 
end  of  1983,  head  of  the  council’s  Com¬ 
mission  on  World  Mission  and  Evangel¬ 
ism. 

Sources  in  U.S.  member  churches  say 
that  he  is  an  experienced  and  respected 
ecumenist  who  represents  continuity 
with  the  council’s  past.  He  can  be 
expected,  they  say,  to  give  the  embattled 
WCC  a  needed  sense  of  stability  and  to 
build  bridges  to  two  key  church  consti¬ 
tuencies  outside  the  council  —  evangeli¬ 
cals  and  Roman  Catholics. 

Succeeds  another  Methodist 

The  short,  gray-haired  cleric,  who 
takes  up  his  duties  January  1,  succeeds 
another  Methodist  from  the  Third  World, 
the  Rev.  Philip  Potter,  62,  a  West  Indian 
from  the  Island  of  Dominica.  Mr.  Castro 
also  followed  Mr.  Potter  in  the  mission 
and  evangelism  post. 

Mr.  Castro’s  election  was  the  culmina¬ 
tion  of  a  search  process  that  began  last 
August  when  Dr.  Potter,  general  secre¬ 
tary  since  1972,  announced  that  he  would 
retire  at  the  end  of  1984.  Observers  say 
that  no  obvious  heir  to  the  post  had 
emerged  by  last  summer’s  WCC  Assem¬ 
bly  in  Vancouver.  A  search  committee 
headed  by  the  Rev.  Lois  Wilson  of  Can¬ 
ada,  one  of  six  WCC  presidents,  consid¬ 
ered  16  candidates,  eventually  reducing 
the  slate  to  three  finalists  —  Mr.  Castro; 
the  Rev.  John  Bluck,  a  New  Zealand  An¬ 
glican  who  until  recently  directed  WCC 


communications;  and  the  Rev.  Arie 
Brouwer,  a  Reformed  churchman  from 
the  U.S.  who  joined  the  WCC  staff  last 
year  as  one  of  Dr  Potter’s  top  deputies. 

The  panel  presented  only  Mr.  Castro’s 
name  to  the  Central  Committee,  which 
spent  four  hours  in  closed  sessions  con¬ 
sidering  the  group’s  report  and  in  parlia¬ 
mentary  maneuvers  over  election  proce¬ 
dures.  Ms.  Wilson  said  that  the  proposal 
of  only  one  name  followed  council  prece¬ 
dent  and  was  intended  to  allow  the  nomi¬ 
nee  to  feel  confident  of  support. 

Can’t  be  gotten  rid  of 

According  to  the  WCC  Ecumenical 
Press  Service,  Mr.  Castro  said  in  his  ac¬ 
ceptance  speech  to  the  150-member  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee  that  the  "ecumenical 
achievement"  is  that  36  years  after  the 
WCC’s  founding,  the  ecumenical  move¬ 
ment  "can’t  be  gotten  rid  of." 

Mr.  Castro  comes  to  the  chief  adminis¬ 
trative  post  at  a  time  when  the  council  is 
under  fire  from  critics  who  charge  that 
the  council’s  social-justice  activities  aid 
socialist  governments  and  that  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  emphasis  on  social  change  has  come 
at  the  expense  of  traditional  concerns  for 
faith,  evangelism  and  church  unity. 

The  council,  which  at  its  founding  was 
dominated  by  western,  white  Protestant 
churches,  has  in  recent  years  become 
more  reflective  of  world  Christendom, 
with  Orthodox  and  Third  World  Chris¬ 
tians  playing  an  increasingly  large  role 
among  the  WCC’s  301  member  churches 
in  100  countries.  Tensions  between  East 
and  West,  and  between  Protestants  and 
Orthodox,  were  in  evidence  at  the  Van¬ 
couver  Assembly. 

Fiery  preacher 

As  a  Christian  from  the  southern  hem¬ 
isphere,  Mr.  Castro  is  expected  to  contin¬ 
ue  the  council’s  involvement  in  Third 
World  liberation  struggles  initiated  by 
his  predecessor. 

The  modest,  self-effacing  Latin  Ameri¬ 


can  pastor  is  said  to  have  a  less  dramatic 
"presence”  than  the  tall  West  Indian 
cleric  he  succeeds,  but  he  is  regarded  as 
a  fiery  evangelical  preacher,  an  able  ad¬ 
ministrator  and  a  scholar  of  considerable 
intellect. 

A  knowledgeable  council  insider,  he 
also  has  close  ties  to  the  progressive 
evangelical  network  that  grew  out  of  the 
1974  Lausanne  conference  on  evangel¬ 
ism,  as  well  as  good  contacts  in  Roman 
Catholic  and  Orthodox  circles.  Both  lib¬ 
erals  and  conservatives  in  U.S.  churches 
are  impressed  by  the  manner  in  which  he 
integrates  proclamation  evangelism, 
liberation  theology  and  social  justice. 

The  Rev,  Paul  Crow,  ecumenical  offi¬ 
cer  for  the  Disciples  of  Christ,  said  in  a 
telephone  interview  from  Geneva  that 
Mr.  Castro  "represents  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil’s  past  and  its  future.  He  has  a  me¬ 
mory  of  where  the  council  has  been  and  a 
sensitivity  to  the  new  world  context  in 
which  the  WCC  and  the  churches  are 
living  and  struggling 

"The  excitement  of  his  election,"  Mr. 
Crow  continued,  "is  because  he  is  a 
living  link  between  the  First,  Second  and 
Third  Worlds.  His  interest  and  compe¬ 
tency  range  from  Orthodoxy  to  Pentecos- 
talism." 

The  Rev.  J.  Robert  Nelson  of  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology,  longtime 
WCC  participant,  called  Mr.  Castro  "a 
person  of  integrity,  honesty,  sincerity 
and  genuine  Christian  faith. 

"He  is  not  at  all  an  ordinary  church 
bureaucrat,"  Mr.  Nelson  continued.  "His 
commission  was  one  of  the  happier  de¬ 
partments  of  the  World  Council.  ” 

The  Rev.  Richard  John  Neuhaus  of 
New  York  City,  a  Lutheran  writer  and 
frequent  critic  of  the  council,  termed  Mr 
Castro  "an  excellent  choice.  He  has  a 
powerful  sense  of  Christian  mission.  He 
demonstrates  a  desire  to  be  genuinely 
ecumenical,  to  engage  Christians  of  di¬ 
verse  and  dramatically  different  theolo¬ 
gical,  social  and  political  orientations." 


Missionaries  hold  celebration , 
hear  about  new  sending  agency 


associate  director  of  the  missions  so¬ 
ciety,  told  Good  News  the  missions 
society  hopes  to  put  its  first  missionaries 
in  the  field  by  fall  but  not  until  organizers 
are  firmly  convinced  that  all  the  ground¬ 
work  has  been  carefully  laid,  an  exten¬ 
sive  manual  has  been  written  and 
financial  stability  has  been  established. 

In  one  of  a  dozen  seminars  held  during 
the  afternoons,  the  Rev.  Paul  Morell  of 
Carrollton,  Texas,  a  founder  of  the 
missions  society,  outlined  what  Good 
News  considered  to  be  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  steady  decline  in 
scriptural  purpose  of  missionaries 
around  the  world.  "I’m  not  here  to  attack 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,"  he  said. 
"But  if  we  don’t  respond  to  their  blind¬ 
ness,  we  will  be  answerable,"  he  said. 

Training  planned 

Stressing  that  "we  are  not  dissidents," 
Dr.  Morell  gave  an  update  on  the 
progress  of  the  mission  society,  saying 
that  a  computer  had  been  bought  and  an 
agency  in  Farmington,  Mich.,  had  been 
chosen  to  train  the  missionaries  in  cross- 
cultural  development. 

At  the  Good  News  semi-annual  board 
meeting,  Helen  Rhea  Coppedge,  a 
laywoman  from  Ft.  Valley,  Ga.,  was 
elected  chairman  for  the  upcoming  year. 

Ms.  Coppedge  is  a  "gifted  executive 
that  may  well  be  the  best  chairman 
we’ve  ever  had,"  said  the  Rev.  James 
Heidinger  II,  Good  News  chief  executive. 

In  other  action,  the  Good  News  board 
voted  to  expand  "Good  News"  magazine 
from  its  present  size  to  8>2  by  11, 
effective  with  its  January  1985  issue.  The 
new  format  will  include  full-color  cover 
and  will  open  up  more  room  for  editorial 
content  and  opportunities  for  graphic 
design,  Mr.  Heidinger  said. 

The  magazine’s  circulation  is  at  an  all- 
time  high  of  18,000,  he  added. 

Next  year’s  convocation  will  be  July 
15-18  at  Lake  Junaluska,  NC. 


By  ROBERTA  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

WILLIAMSPORT,  PA.  -  A 
celebration  service  closed  the  1984 
United  Methodist  World  Division 
Missionary  Conference  at  Lycoming 
College  July  9-14,  attended  by  over 
250  missionaries,  staff  persons,  directors 
and  guests. 

The  celebration  began  with  a  greeting 
to  the  33  mission  candidates  who  had 
been  participating  in  the  conference  as 
part  of  their  orientation  and  who  will  go 
out  to  the  mission  field  this  month. 

Seven  missionaries  who  had  been  on 
special  or  short-term  assignment 
celebrated  the  completion  of  their 
assignments.  Speaking  for  the  group 
Arun  Jones,  who  worked  in  the 
Phillipines  said,  "Thanks  be  to  God  and 
to  all  those  God  gives  to  support  us." 

32  missionaries  retire 

Most  of  all  the  service  celebrated  the 
lives  and  nearly  1,000  years  of  combined 
service  given  by  32  missionaries  who 
were  taking  retirement  or  termination 
from  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  Rev.  Marcia  Ball, 
veteran  of  32  years  in  Zimbabwe,  passed 
on  a  statement  to  those  going  out  into  the 
field.  "If  God  calls  you  to  be  a 
missionary,"  she  said,  "don’t  stoop  to  be 
a  king." 

A  spirit  of  graduation  rather  than  of 
retirement  filled  the  celebration.  "A 
missionary  is  one  who  tells  another  about 
Jesus,"  said  the  Rev.  Raymond 
Valenzuela,  taking  retirement  after  35 
years  in  Chile.  "From  that  I’m  not 
retiring." 

Some,  like  Marjorie  Tyson  who  has 
been  itinerating  after  26  years  in  the 
Philippines,  will  be  on  "the  covered  dish 
circuit."  Said  Ms.  Tyson,  "The  future  for 
me?  I  don’t  see  much  change." 

Many  will  move  into  new  ministries, 
like  the  Robert  Rahns  who,  after  32  years 
in  Japan,  will  go  to  a  Japanese  church  in 
Honolulu. 

In  expressing  his  feelings,  The  Rev. 
Charles  Stokes,  a  missionary  in  Korea  44 


years,  probably  spoke  for  all  the  retirees 
when  he  said,  "We  come  to  this  retire¬ 
ment  with  the  closing  of  one  door  and  the 
opening  of  another  door  of  service  and 
sharing,  of  love  and  witness." 

The  mission  conference  began  with  the 
keynote  address  by  Ruth  Daugherty, 
president  of  the  Women’s  Division.  Using 
a  crossroads  theme,  Ms.  Daugherty 
summarized  the  major  action  taken  at 
the  recent  General  Conference.  The  last 
crossroads  choice  she  mentioned  was  re¬ 
formation  or  transformation  which  she 
applied  to  changes  within  the  church, 
then  more  specifically  to  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  "Although 
the  structures  are  more  often 
manifestations  of  re-formation  than 
transformation,”  she  said,  "there  is  hope 
that  the  restructure  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  which  was  endorsed 
(at  General  Conference)  can  be  a  means 
to  enable  transformation.” 

The  Rev.  Randy  Nugent,  chief 
executive  of  GBOGM,  also  spoke  of  the 
restructure  and  the  churches’  partici¬ 
pation  during  his  address  Tuesday 
afternoon.  “It  will  change  the  nature  of 
the  board  —  for  the  better.  It  should,"  he 
affirmed.  Speaking  of  the  churches’ 
involvement  in  mission,  Dr.  Nugent  said 
that  an  understanding  that  mission  is  to 
be  God’s  presence  in  the  world  must  also 
mean  that  at  the  same  time,  it  is  working 
for  the  redemption  of  the  world. 

Two  international  guests  addressed 
the  conference  on  Thursday  night. 
Bishop  Hermanus  Sitorus  of  Indonesia 
told  about  the  rapid  growth  his  church  had 
been  making  and  the  goals  which  it  has 
set,  one  of  which  is  to  baptize  3,000  new 
believers  next  February  24  in  a  revival 
under  the  rubber  trees  with  Dr.  Alan 
Walker  preaching.  "Come  to  Indonesia 
and  be  with  us,"  he  invited. 

The  Rev.  Aliyuda  Saida  Mungo,  head  of 
the  Ekan  Muri  Church  of  Nigeria,  told 
about  the  church  in  Nigeria.  On  this  first 
visit  to  the  U.S.,  he  expressed  his 
amazement  that  people  from  a  country 
with  electricity  which  was  not 
periodically  cut  off,  nice  houses,  running 


water,  and  good  roads  would  want  to 
come  to  his  country.  "I  see  that  were  it 
not  for  great  love  and  commitment,  they 
would  not  go  to  N  iger ia .  ’  ’ 

Not  only  was  mission  examined  during 
the  conference,  but  also  ways  of  sharing 
the  mission  experience,  particularly 
through  written  communication  and 
itineration.  Missionaries  received  infor¬ 
mation  on  issues  and  new  programs 
with  which  they  might  be  unfamiliar  but 
about  which  they  might  expect  to  be 
asked  during  itineration  —  the  recent 
mission  debate  within  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  the  new  mission  agency, 
the  controversial  “60  Minutes”  program, 
and  new  board  programs  such  as  the 
Volunteers  in  Mission  and  the  Black 
Internship  Programs. 

Missionaries  evangelistic 

Betty  Thompson,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  board,  told  the  group, 
"Our  missionaries  are  evangelistic.  We 
need  your  help  to  tell  the  great  things 
that  are  going  on  around  the  world." 

During  a  discussion  of  the  new  mission 
agency  Peggy  Billings,  head  of  the  World 
Division,  said,  "We  are  accountable  to 
the  church,  and  we  need  to  be  open.  "  The 
missionaries  themselves  were  urged  to 
be  accountable  in  sending  back 
information,  letters  and  pictures.  They, 
in  turn,  expresed  their  own  desire  for 
letters  from  supporting  churches. 

A  favorite  part  of  the  conference  for 
some  was  the  daily  Bible  study  led  by 
Ms.  Billings,  using  the  study  guide 
"Mission  and  Evangelism;  an  Ecumen¬ 
ical  Affirmation.” 

Others  enjoyed  most  the  following 
small  group  discussion  based  on  the 
Bible  study.  Some  participants  stated 
that  the  highpoint  of  the  conference  was 
the  camaraderie  with  friends,  the 
sharing  with  people  of  like  mind  and 
experience.  Many  missionaries  who  had 
attended  previous  missionary  con¬ 
ferences  affirmed  the  1984  conference 
as  the  best  yet.  They  cited  a  spirit  of 
openness  and  the  excellent  planning, 
based  on  their  desires  and  needs. 


Business  and  theology : 


UM-related  Emory  University  pioneers  with  new  two-way  degree 


By  STEPHEN  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA  —  "The  business  world  is 
my  parish." 

Those  might  not  be  John  Wesley’s 
exact  words.  But  for  students  who  enroll 
here  in  a  new  degree  program  at  United 
Methodist-related  Emory  University,  the 
paraphrase  of  Methodism’s  founder  is 
apt. 

The  program  —  a  combined  Master  of 
Business  Administration  and  Master  of 
Divinity  degree  —  offers  the  first  grad¬ 
uate  degree  in  the  U.S.  combining  busi¬ 
ness  and  theology,  according  to  Gerald 
Lord,  assistant  dean  and  registrar  of  the 
Candler  School  of  Theology  at  Emory. 

"It  may  sound  idealistic,"  said  Dean 
Lord,  "but  we  hope  in  the  long  run  to 
have  an  influence  on  the  business  world 
as  a  result  of  our  MBA/MDiv.  program." 

While  it  is  not  a  "missional  effort"  in 
the  usual  sense  of  that  term,  Dean  Lord 
continued,  the  new  program  is  a  genuine 
effort  by  Emory  faculty,  students  and 
administration  to  "reach  out  in  ways  that 
have  not  been  tried." 


According  to  George  M.  Parks,  dean  of 
Emory’s  School  of  Business  Administra¬ 
tion,  the  program  encourages  interdis¬ 
ciplinary  study  of  issues,  concerns  and 
problems  related  to  theology,  business 
and  ethics. 

Dean  Lord  added  that  students  in  the 
program  will  have  the  opportunity  to  in¬ 
vestigate  several  areas  of  concern  not 
typically  addressed  in  separate  pro¬ 
grams,  including: 

•  What  constitutes  effective  pastoral 
care  to  corporate  chief  executives?  What 
pressures  do  they  face  and  how  can  the 
ministry  of  the  church  best  relate  to 
those  pressures? 

•  How  should  the  resources  of  the 
business  world  be  allocated,  and  how  can 
they  best  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  so¬ 
ciety?  How  do  the  ethical  practices  of  a 
business,  and  not  simply  of  persons  who 
are  in  business,  affect  social  morality? 

•  Is  the  "bottom  line”  in  terms  of 
financial  profit  or  loss  the  most  basic 
concern  of  business,  or  are  humane  con¬ 
siderations  also  to  be  taken  into  account? 

The  Rev.  James  Waits,  dean  of  the 


Candler  School  of  Theology,  believes 
ministerial  students  will  benefit  from  a 
business  acumen. 

"Of  course  the  ultimate  values  of  the 
church  must  be  kept  in  mind,”  Dr.  Waits 
said.  "We’re  not  turning  the  church  over 
to  business  nanagers,  but  students  do 
need  to  know  business  practice  and 
organizational  processes." 

Churches  need  leadership 

Dr.  Waits  added  that  "churches  at 
every  level  need  wise  and  decisive  ad¬ 
ministrative  leadership”  which  he  be¬ 
lieves  the  new  program  will  encourage. 

The  new  program  is  the  outcome  of  a 
favorable  "context  and  climate”  at 
Emory  for  inter-departmental  exchange, 
according  to  Dean  Lord.  Also,  he  said, 
prospective  students  are  starting  to  ask 
about  opportunities  for  the  kind  of  study 
such  programs  offer. 

"There’s  a  serious  questioning  among 
students  about  how  society  is  shaped  and 
the  forces  which  affect  social  structures. 
But  the  tone  of  that  questioning  is 
different  from  the  restiveness  of  the 


sixties.  Students  want  to  know  how  the 
church  can  help  to  shape  society  in  a  way 
that  is  consistent  with  Christian  values,’’ 
he  said. 

Larry  Williams  is  the  first  student  in 
the  joint  program.  Mr.  Williams  looks 
forward  to  gaining  management  skills 
for  use  in  church-sponsored  social  ser¬ 
vice  programs. 

"Following  ordination,"  Mr.  Williams 
said,  “1  hope  to  work  in  tangible  minis¬ 
tries  such  as  housing  projects.” 

Skills  not  usually  taught 

Such  ministries,  he  continued,  are 
"capital  intensive  and  require  know¬ 
ledge  of  finance,  budgeting  and  account¬ 
ing  as  well  as  strong  administrative 
skills.  Most  ministers  are  not  taught 
those  skills  in  seminary." 

The  new  four  year  MBA/MDiv. 
program  is  not  the  first  joint  graduate 
degree  program  available  to  Candler  stu¬ 
dents.  It  was  preceded  by  a  joint  pro 
gram  with  the  School  of  Law  at  Emory 
University  that  requires  five  years  to 
complete. 
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SPUR,  Texas  —  The  weathered  First  United  Methodist  Church 
represents  decades  of  Methodism  in  this  West  Texas  area.  Like  many 
country  churches  it  faces  a  dwindling  membership. 

Priscilla  Neaves  saddles  up  to  ride  the  "old  Spur  preaching  circuit.”  She 
is  dressed  in  traditional  circuit  riding  attire  —  jacket,  split  skirt  and  wide- 
brimmed  hat. 

In  circuit  rider  tradition,  the  Rev.  Priscilla  Neaves  preaches  at  a  "brush 
arbor’  service  on  the  grounds  of  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Decades  ago 
brush  arbors  were  erected  to  shield  worshippers  from  the  sun. 


Clergywoman  goes  home  to  ride  ‘ the  old  Spur  preaching  circuit ' 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

‘  SPUR,  Texas  —  Like  a  character  from 
yesteryear,  a  Methodist  circuit  rider  on 


horseback  recently  rode  across  the  dusty 
high  plains  of  West  Texas. 

The  modern-day  rider  was  the  Rev. 
Priscilla  Woods  Neaves,  a  native  of  Spur. 


Dome  event  catches  flavor 


of  earlier  campmeetings 


By  CUTHBERT  R.  ROWE 
SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  —  Eloquent  preach¬ 
ing,  stirring  music  and  warm  fellowship 
marked  "Camp-meeting  ’84”  at  Carrier 
Dome  on  the  Syracuse  University  cam¬ 
pus  as  the  New  York  West  Area  celebrat¬ 
ed  the  Bicentennial  of  American  Meth¬ 
odism  by  seeking  to  recapture  the  ex¬ 
periences  of  earlier  campmeeting  days. 

-  Over  5,000  Methodists,  mostly  from 
•New  York  State,  but  some  from  as  far 
away  as  California,  Florida,  Canada  and 
Maine,  attended  the  five-day  event. 

•  Almost  half  camped  in  tents  and  recre¬ 
ation  vehicles  on  campus  parking  areas. 
A  similar  number  were  lodged  in 
university  housing  facilities.  A  fleet  of 
buses  operating  on  a  regular  schedule 
day  and  night  transported  them  to  and 
from  the  events  at  the  dome. 

In  addition  a  thousand  or  more  from 
nearby  communities  commuted  to  the 
“Urban  Tent,”  as  the  dome  was  dubbed 
for  the  occasion.  For  the  Sunday  morning 
service,  the  congregation  swelled  to  over 
8,000  as  churches  in  the  city  and  suburbs 
closed  and  brought  their  people  by  cars 
and  buses  to  share  in  the  Camp-meeting 
’84  experience. 

A  galaxy  of  renowned  preachers  took 
part.  They  included  the  Rev.  Robert 
Schuller  of  the  Crystal  Cathedral  in 
Pasadena,  Calif.;  the  Rev.  Lloyd  John 


Ogilvie,  Presbyterian  from  Hollywood; 
British  Methodist  laywoman  Pauline 
Webb;  the  Rev.  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly, 
evangelism  leader  from  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship;  the  Rev.  Tex 
Sample  from  Saint  Paul  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  in  Kansas  City  ;  Charles  Colson,  con¬ 
victed  Watergate  participant  who  now 
heads  Prison  Fellowship;  the  Rev. 
James  Forbes  of  Union  Seminary,  and 
Bishops  Joseph  Yeakel  of  the  host  area, 
Marjorie  Matthews  of  Wisconsin  and 
Kenneth  Goodson,  retired. 

Workshops  offered  adults  sessions  in 
such  topics  as  church  renewal,  prayer, 
church  history,  faith  and  humor  and  pub¬ 
lic  policy. 

Other  workshops  offered  youth  ses¬ 
sions  in  such  areas  as  clowning,  creating 
an  environment,  games  and  music. 

Music  groups  ranging  from  symphonic 
to  gospel  entertained,  and  headliner  Wil¬ 
lie  Nelson  and  his  band  kicked  off  an  all- 
night  program  which  concluded  at  7  a.m. 
Sunday  with  a  "love  feast.” 

Camp-Meeting  "84  participants  cap¬ 
tured  some  of  the  spirit  of  earlier-day 
Methodist  campmeetings  and  a  renewed 
sense  of  God’s  power  working  in  the 
church  today. 

Mr.  Rowe  is  the  editor  of  the  Central 
New  York  Conference  edition  of  the  Re¬ 
porter. 


CLASS 

FULL  TIME  STAFF  POSITION  -  Youth  Specialist 
for  2.600  member  UMC.  Clergy  or  lay 
Salary/benefits  negotiable.  Primary  responsibility 
youth  work.  Resume  to  DeWane  Zimmerman.  5510 
North  Central.  Phoenix,  Arizona  85012 

METHODIST  HOME  FOR  CHILDREN  in  Waco. 
Texas,  has  several  staff  openings:  TWO  SOCIAL 
WORK  Supervisors  needed  —  MSW  required.  One 
would  supervise  caseworkers  in  Foster  Home  and 
Adoptions  Program.  The  other  would  supervise 
caseworkers  in  Boys  Ranch  Program 

THE  WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  is  seeking  a  Director  of 
Ethnic  Minority  Concerns  for  Conference  staff,  to 
strengthen  minority  churches  and  work  with  groups 
on  issues  of  racism.  Salary  range  $17,500-121.500  plus 
benefits  Send  resume  by  August  15  to  The  Rev.  Paul 

E.  Schrading.  Council  Director,  United  Methodist 
Center,  223  Fourth  Avenue,  Pittsburgh.  PA  15222. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC:  Strong  vocal  music 

education  and  experience  required  to  work  with 
children's  choirs  and  ensembles  in  Residential 
Program. 

HUSBAND  AND  WIFE  without  dependents  to  live 
and  provide  supervision  and  counseling  for  boys  in 
Boys  Ranch  environment. 

SINGLE  LADY  without  dependents  to  live  with  and 
provide  supervision  and  counseling  for  group  of  girls 
in  Waco  Campus  Program . 

PLEASE  SEND  RESUMES  to  Methodist  Home, 
Personnel  Office,  1111  Herring  Avenue,  Waco,  Texas 
76708.  (817)  753-0181. 

FULL  TIME  (Diaconal.  Ordained  or  Otherwise)  950 
member  church,  direct  youth  and  new  member 
section  of  Evangelism.  Resume  to  Rev.  Felix  M. 
Snell.  701  S.  Gallatin  Road,  Madison.  TN  37115. 
Salary  is  for  full  time  person 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC:  Responsible  for  all  phases 
of  music  ministry  in  heritage  church,  selecting 
music,  developing  and  training  choirs.  Salary 
commensurate  with  experience.  Send  resume  to 
Rev  Terry  Markins,  Community  United  Methodist 
Church,  Harvey  and  Grandview.  Daytona  Beach,  FL 
32018 

EXPERIENCE  INDIA  with  Bob  Nave,  former  UM 
Missionary.  Speaks  fluent  Hindi.  24  day  tours  Oct. 
and  Jan.  Has  conducted  6  India  tours.  Free 
brochures  from  5835  Lyndale  Avenue  S-, 
Minneapolis.  MN  55419 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Youth 
Ministries  for  growing  1700  member  church. 
Dynamic,  established  program.  Great  location. 
Degree/equivalent  experience  desired.  Salary 
negotiable.  Resumes  to  Rev.  Bill  Hutchinson,  St. 
Paul's  UMC.  Box  696.  Las  Cruces.  N.M.  88004.  or 
phone  <505 1526-6689 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING:  Full-time  Director  of 
Christian  Education  suburban  Kansas  City, 
Missouri,  UMC  of  2,300.  Work  with  all  ages  and  assist 
part-time  youth  director  Salary  negotiable 
depending  on  experience  Resume  to  Bonnie  Downs. 

THIS  ONE  THING  I  DO  by  Dr.  Evelyn  Miller  Berger 
tells  the  story  of  Alice  Weed,  a  dedicated  missionary 
in  China  and  Costa  Rica.  Money  from  books  ordered 
from  Alice  can  be  sent  directly  to  your  missions 
project.  Suggested  sale  price  $7.50.  Write:  Alice 
Weed.  8600  Skyline  Drive.  Dallas.  TX  75243  or  Call: 
(214 ;  343-9486.  Available  from  Cokesbury. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  Full  time  for  60  youth.  Salary 
negotiable  Send  resume  by  August  15  to  First  UMC, 
201  West  Main.  Moore.  OK  73160. 

.POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Music/Youth  Director 
Could  use  Christian  Educator  strong  in  Youth 
Ministry  Salary  negotiable  based  on  experience 
Send  resume  to  Rev,  R.  Eugene  Jonte.  P.O.  Box  127, 
Jasper.  Texas  75951 

PARAGRAPH  REPRINTS  OF  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Discipline  of  1798,  which  contain  the 
explanatory  notes  on  Methodist  policy  written  by 
Thomas  Coke  and  Francis  Asbury.  can  be  purchased 
for  $10,  including  postage.  Mail  order  and  check  to 
Institute  for  the  Study  of  Methodism  at  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary.  2121  Sheridan 
Road.  Evanston.  Illinois  60201 

*  EDUCATIONAL  ASSISTANT-CAMP  Director  for 
800  member  church  with  year  round  program  of 
Christian  Education  and  summer  camping  for 
children  and  youth  in  church  owned  camp.  Available 
to  work  September  1.  1984  Resumes  accepted 
through  August  15th.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable 
Centenary  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  167. 
Quincy.  FL 32351.  Phone  (904  )  627-9226 

WELL  PUBLISH  YOUR  Church  History, 
cookbooks,  sermons,  booklets,  etc.  We  offer  the 
highest  quality  in  workmanship  for  small  or  large 
quantities  —  and  only  2-4  weeks  for  delivery.  Write. 
QUILL  PUBLICATIONS.  P.O.  Box  36499,  Dept.  R. 
Decatur.  Georgia  30032 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  For  1,750 
member  United  Methodist  Church  in  Midland. 
Texas  Seeking  a  person  with  degree  in  Christian 
Education  or  equivalent  Salary  negotiable.  Contact 
Jarrell  H  Sharp.  St  Luke's  UMC.  3011  W  Kansas. 
Midland.  Texas  79701.  '915 1  894-2571 

AFFIRMATION:  United  Methodists  lor  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns.  P  O  Box  1021.  Evanston.  IL60204 

FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Program  for  950 
member  downtown  church.  Excellent  opportunity  to 
plan/implement  full  program  of  ministry  Resume  to 
Terrell  Sessums.  Box  3092,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Tampa .  FL  33601 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest?  Write 
UMDF.  Room  303B.  475  Riverside  Drive,  N.Y  .  N.Y 
10115. 

NEED  A  FUND  RAISER?  Publish  a  Group 
Cookbook!  Free  brochure,  estimates.  We  also 
specialize  in  church  and  family  histories.  Sanders 
Printing.  Box  160-M2.  Garretson.  SD  57030.  1 605  )  594- 

DIRECTOR  OK  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for  1,000 
member  congregation  on  Florida's  Space  Coast.  In¬ 
quiries  and  resumes  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P  O  Box  266.  Cocoa.  FI  32923-0266 

W ANTED  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  for  Moore 
Community  House  —  a  nonprofit  United  Methodist 
Urban  Community  Center  involving  Preschool  Day 
Care  and  community  supportive  social  services. 
Contact  Nola  Smee,  Moore  Community  House.  932 
Davis  Street.  Biloxi.  MS  (601 )  436-3741 

SPRING  Through  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES 
Near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $125  week.  $400 
four  weeks:  Clayton  Calhoun.  P.O.  Box  1138, 
WaynesviUe.  NC  28786.  <704)  627-6067 

Ms.  Neaves  returned  to  ride  the  “old 
Spur  preaching  circuit”  and  re-create 
Methodist  history  in  celebration  of  the 
75th  anniversary  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  here. 

The  Perkins  School  of  Theology  stu¬ 
dent,  who  lives  with  her  husband  and  two 
children  350  miles  away  in  Arlington, 
donned  traditional  circuit  rider  attire  for 
the  journey  —  a  custom-made  parson’s 
black  jacket,  split  skirt  and  broad 
brimmed  hat.  She  was  accompanied  dur¬ 
ing  her  four-day,  25-mile  circuit  ride  by 
several  local  residents,  all  on  horseback. 

"I  became  interested  in  circuit  riding 
because  there  has  been  so  much  talk 
about  Wesley  theology  and  his  horseback 
theology;  also  I  am  nostalgic  about  my 
church  here,”  she  said.  "I  wanted  to  inte¬ 
grate  my  roots  with  the  Methodist  Bicen¬ 
tennial. 

"This  started  as  a  small  project  for  a 
class  at  Perkins  on  church  history.  1  also 
wanted  to  circuit  ride  because  I  love 
horses.  I  grew  up  on  my  father’s  farm 
here  and  rode  horses  before  I  could 
walk.” 


Publishing  House  names 
three  vice  presidents 

NASHVILLE  —  Three  persons  have 
been  named  to  newly-created  vice  presi¬ 
dential  posts  at  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  here. 

President  and  Publisher  Robert  K. 
Feaster  announced  that  the  Publishing 
Division  headed  by  Thomas  K.  Potter 
has  been  reorganized  to  separate  Abing¬ 
don  Press,  the  book-publishing  wing, 
from  Graded  Press,  the  curriculum-pub¬ 
lishing  unit. 

The  Rev.  Ronald  P.  Patterson  has  been 
appointed  vice  president  for  Abingdon 
but  will  continue  to  serve  as  book  editor. 
Gary  H.  Vincent,  director  of  long-range 
planning,  becomes  vice  president  for 
Graded  Press.  Mr.  Potter  has  been 
named  vice  president  for  planning  and 
research. 

A  new  periodical  section  in  Graded 
Press  will  be  headed  by  the  Rev.  J. 
Richard  Peck.  As  manager  of  periodicals 
Mr.  Peck  will  continue  to  edit  Newscope, 
a  weekly  newsletter,  and  Circuit  Rider,  a 
periodical  for  pastors.  Other  publications 
in  this  unit  will  include  Apuntes,  a  His¬ 
panic  journal,  and  the  Daily  Christian 
Advocate  editions  from  the  quadrennial 
general  conferences. 

The  announcements  bring  to  eight  the 
number  of  vice  presidents  at  the  Publish¬ 
ing  House. 

Bishop  Cannon  creates 
scholarship  fund 

RALEIGH,  N.C.  —  Bishop  William  R. 
Cannon  of  the  Raleigh  Area  has 
established  an  educational  scholarship 
for  young  people  preparing  to  enter  the 
Christian  ministry  at  three  United 
Methodist  colleges  in  eastern  North 
Carolina. 

Utilizing  a  $25,000  cash  retirement  gift 
from  United  Methodists  in  the  North 
Carolina  Conference,  Bishop  Cannon 
established  the  William  Ragsdale 
Cannon  Scholarship  Fund. 

Scholarship  recipients  will  be  selected 
annually  by  the  N.C.  Conference  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  will  be  students 
at  either  Louisburg,  Methodist,  or  N.C. 
Wesleyan  Colleges. 

Laywoman  named  to  direct 
seminary’s  continuing  education 

KANSAS  CITY.  Mo.  -  Ann  L.  Resko- 
vac  has  been  appointed  director  of 
continuing  education  at  Saint  Paul 
School  of  Theology  here.  The  43  year-old 
United  Methodist  is  considered  to  be  the 
only  non-faculty  laywoman  to  direct  such 
a  program  at  any  United  Methodist 
seminary. 


Spur  is  a  town  of  1,500  located  75  miles 
southeast  of  Lubbock.  The  area,  once 
considered  bleak  and  inhospitable,  was 
one  of  the  last  frontiers  to  be  visited  by 
circuit  riders. 

Ms.  Neaves’  circuit  included  four  com¬ 
memorative  stops  throughout  Dickens 
County  —  a  hilltop  service  at  the  site 
where  Foreman’s  Chapel,  a  Methodist 
church,  once  stood;  a  "brush  arbor” 
service  in  Dickens  on  the  grounds  of 
First  UMC;  a  pallet  (blanket)  prayer 
service  at  Duck  Creek  Chapel  and  an  old- 
fashioned  campmeeting  at  Spur  Park. 

“I  read  that  Wesley  often  prayed  for 
good  weather  during  his  rides,  so  I  asked 
the  Lord  to  send  us  clouds,”  she  recalled. 
"I’ll  admit  I  was  amazed  by  the  cool 
breezes  and  cloudy  sky  that  shielded  us 
from  the  hot  sun.” 

Though  she  was  happy  to  “re-create 
history  for  Spur,”  Ms.  Neaves’  return 
home  brought  some  unhappy  discover¬ 
ies.  A  dwindling  membership  threatens 
her  home  church,  and  some  of  the  area’s 
businesses  have  fallen  upon  hard  times. 


Ms.  Reskovac  has  held  several  posi¬ 
tions  at  Saint  Paul  during  her  four  years 
there,  ranging  from  registrar  to  Asso¬ 
ciate  Director  of  continuing  education. 

Church’s  all-age  group 
discusses  ‘crucial  issues’ 

TEMPLE,  Texas  (UMR)  —  Members 
of  First  UMC  here  expect  to  hold  their 
second  discussion  series  starting  in  late 
summer  on  issues  deemed  crucial  to 
society. 

The  second  discussion  topic  will  be 
"The  Right  to  Die.”  The  series  opened  on 
five  Sundays  in  April  and  May  on  the 
topic  of  nuclear  weapons. 

Participants  range  from  teenagers  to 
senior  citizens.  Based  on  reading,  video¬ 
tapes  and  discussions,  each  person 
writes  a  statement  of  conclusions.  The 
individual  statements  then  are 
condensed  into  consensus  statements 
published  in  the  church’s  news 
publication. 

Senator  Tower  accepts 
professorship  at  SMU 

DALLAS  —  U.  S.  Senator  John  G. 
Tower  has  accepted  a  special  appoint¬ 
ment  as  distinguished  lecturer  in 
political  science  at  Southern  Methodist 
University. 

The  appointment  will  take  effect  upon 
the  veteran  Texas  Senator’s  retirement 
after  23  years  in  office  at  the  end  of  1984. 

Sen.  Tower  will  visit  SMU  political 
science  courses  as  a  visiting  lecturer  in 
the  spring  semester  of  1985,  and  will 
teach  a  course  at  the  university  in  the 
1985  fall  term.  The  senator  earned  his 
master’s  degree  in  political  science  from 
SMU  in  1953. 

Southern  Baptists  elect  former 
UM  pensions  board  chief 

From  Baptist  Press 

DALLAS  —  Stanley  D.  Morrow,  former 
general  secretary  of  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  General  Board  of  Pensions,  has  been 
named  director  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Annuity  Board’s  investments  division. 

The  board  reportedly  searched  two 
years  before  filling  the  position.  After 
leaving  the  United  Methodist  board,  Dr. 
Morrow  had  worked  with  a  Chicago- 
based  financial  consulting  firm.  He  holds 
graduate  degrees  both  in  law  and  in 
business  management. 


Correction 

The  list  of  bishops  retiring  in  the  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction  (UMR  July  13)  omit¬ 
ted  the  name  of  Bishop  Edward  L.  Tullis 
of  the  Nashville  Area.  The  Reporter  re¬ 
grets  the  omission. 


Preaching  at  First  UMC,  she  shared 
some  of  her  feelings  about  her  coming 
home. 

"I  walked  around  Spur  today  in  the  hot 
winds  and  dust  and  talked  to  people,”  she 
told  the  congregation.  "I  am  saddened 
because  of  the  sad  message  I  found.  And 
I  realize  that  things  are  no  longer  the 


By  SUE  ANN  TANZER  ROBERTS 

JACKSON,  Term.  —  Tears  welled  in 
the  eyes  of  many  of  the  85  United  Metho¬ 
dist  missionaries  to  India  as  Dr.  Raleigh 
Pickard  raised  the  Indian  flag  and  the 
group  spiritedly  sang  the  South  Asian  na¬ 
tion’s  national  anthem,  “Jana  Gana 
Mana,”  in  Hindi. 

Missionaries  —  with  a  cumulative  1,777 
years  of  service  —  had  gathered  for  their 
first  reunion  July  6-8  at  Lambuth  Col¬ 
lege,  a  four-year  liberal  arts  college  here 
supported  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Returned  and  retired  missionaries 
from  as  far  as  Oregon  and  New  York 
came  to  receive  news  from  their  former 
homeland,  eat  some  curried  beef  and 
fruit,  sing  rousing  hymns  and,  most  im¬ 
portantly,  rekindle  old  friendships. 

For  some  it  was  the  first  time  they  had 
seen  each  other  in  40  years.  Some  had  re¬ 
cently  returned.  Nine  were  born  in  India, 
the  children  of  missionaries,  and  had 
spent  most  of  their  lives  in  the  land  of 
castes,  poverty,  political  upheaval  and 
social  change. 

Stirred  up  memories 

"At  first  I  didn’t  want  to  come  here.  I 
knew  it  would  stir  up  many,  many  memo¬ 
ries.  Since  I  left  India,  I’ve  been  home¬ 
sick.  However,  I’m  here.  I’m  very  happy 
I  came.  But  when  I  go  home,  I’ll  be  home¬ 
sick  again,”  said  Dr.  Herschel  Aldrich, 
82,  who  with  his  wife,  Midge,  served  as 
medical  missionaries  for  38  years  in  In¬ 
dia. 

Dr.  Aldrich  remembers  being  the  first 
doctor  to  administer  antibiotics  at  the 
hospital  at  Nadiad,  Gujarat,  50  miles 
north  of  Bombay,  and  treating  malaria. 
Dengue  fever  and  tuberculosis  of  the  in¬ 
testines  transmitted  by  unpasteurized 
milk. 

Many  of  the  couples  remembered  send¬ 
ing  their  children  from  200  to  800  miles  by 
train  to  boarding  schools  for  missionary 
children. 

"That  was  awfully  hard,”  recalled 
Dottie  Swan,  who  with  her  husband,  the 
Rev.  Charles  Swan  (now  professor  of  so¬ 
ciology  and  anthropology  at  Albion  Col¬ 
lege  in  Michigan),  spent  many  years  in 
India. 

The  Rev.  Jiro  Mizuno,  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  New  York,  told  the 
group  what  the  church  is  doing  in  India 
today. 

Autonomy  termed  positive 

Mr.  Mizuno  said  the  Indian  church’s 
new  autonomy  has  been  a  positive  factor, 
resulting  in  Indians  supporting  their  own 
pastors  more  substantially.  Indian 
church  priorities  today  are  evangelism, 
home  missions,  recruitment  of  young 
people  and  stewardship,  he  said. 

The  church  in  India  also  has  given 
more  power  to  women,  some  said,  yet  it 
is  plagued  with  the  concern  that  no  new 
missionaries  are  being  allowed  to  enter 
the  country.  Three  times  as  many  mis¬ 
sionaries  attended  the  India  reunion 
here  as  are  in  that  country  today. 


same.  It  is  a  weary  and  discouraging 
time. 

"But  in  the  tradition  of  circuit  riders 
there  is  a  message  of  creative  optimism 
that  I  must  bring  to  you,”  she  said. 
“Think  of  how  our  ancestors  clung  to 
their  faith  in  hard  times  and  let’s  be 
buoyed  up  by  their  spirit.” 


Dr.  Pickard,  a  recently  returned  mis¬ 
sionary  from  Karnataka,  India;  Robert 
Nave,  who  served  as  an  Indian  mission¬ 
ary  for  27  years;  Dr.  R.  V.  Marble,  anoth¬ 
er  long-time  India  missionary;  and  Dr. 
Don  Rugh,  who  retired  after  serving  34 
years  in  India,  told  about  the  economic, 
political  and  social  status  of  India  today. 

Dr.  Rugh  reported  that  the  United 
States  has  emerged  as  the  largest  trad¬ 
ing  partner  with  India,  doing  $4.02  billion 
in  business  last  year.  Oil  production  and 
leather  footwear  production  are  both  in¬ 
creasing,  he  noted. 

Farmers  still  struggling 

While  the  "Green  Revolution”  is  gen¬ 
erally  working,  said  Mr.  Nave,  the  small 
farmer  is  still  struggling  with  little  of  the 
wealth  of  the  growing  nation  trickling 
down  to  the  poor.  Family  planning  inter¬ 
est  also  has  increased. 

Technologies  are  failing,  Mr.  Nave 
said,  because  of  a  lack  of  technical  and 
business  consultants,  dwindling  sources 
of  inexpensive  raw  materials,  unavail¬ 
able  spare  parts  and  a  lack  of  marketing. 

Dr.  Marble  said  India’s  economy  is  im¬ 
proving.  It  now  has  30  million  reserve 
tons  of  food  grains. 

Former  missionaries  seemed  dis¬ 
tressed  when  they  talked  of  the  declining 
relations  between  India  and  the  United 
States. 

“One  of  the  great  things  the  U.S.  has 
done  in  India  is  the  ‘Green  Revolution,’ 
but  during  (India’s)  war  with  Pakistan, 
when  Mrs.  Gandhi  went  to  the  world  to 
get  help  —  the  world  left  the  solution  to 
India,”  Dr.  Rugh  said. 

Years  of  work  undermined 

"The  war  went  on  and  on.  Our  tilt  was 
toward  Pakistan,  not  our  longterm  friend 
in  the  region.  President  Nixon  called  it  a 
war  of  Indian  aggression.  This  helped 
undermine  years  of  missionary  work.” 
he  added. 

Dr.  Pickard  added  that  President 
Ronald  Reagan’s  administration  has 
scheduled  high-level  meetings  with  top 
Indian  officials  for  this  November.  With 
the  help  of  the  Ford  Foundation,  rela¬ 
tions  are  mending,  Dr.  Marble  added. 

Reunion  participants  met  with  Beverly 
Judge  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
to  decide  what  the  group  should  do  in  the 
future.  Mrs.  Judge  said  a  missionary 
alumni  group  is  being  formed  on  the 
national  level. 

Participants,  terming  this  event  as  a 
success,  decided  they  would  like  to  have 
a  similar  reunion  in  three  years  at 
Lambuth  College. 

Ms.  Roberts  is  director  of  information 
at  UM-related  Lambuth  College. 
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SCJ  Elects  Hearn,  Underwood  and  Wilke 


Underwood  New  Louisiana  Bishop,  Hearn  Named  To  Nebraska 


The  Hearnes,  Woody  and  Anne,  are  introduced  to  the  Jurisdictional  Conference 
upon  his  election.  Bishop  Paul  Galloway,  on  the  left,  and  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  on 
the  right  escorted  Bishop  Hearn  to  the  stage.  Mrs.  Virginia  Shamblin  and  Mrs.  Aubry 
Walton  escorted  Mrs.  Hearn.  In  the  top  right,  the  Moment  of  Truth!  Bishops  Robert 


Goodrich,  left  and  Finis  Crutchfield,  right  escort  Bishop  Walter  Underwood  to  the 
front  in  the  lower  left  photo.  The  Hearns  and  Underwoods,  Walter  and  Billye,  stood  to¬ 
gether  in  the  lower  right  photo. 


For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  two  bishops, 
J.  Woodrow  Hearn  and  Walter  L.  Under¬ 
wood  were  elected  on  the  fourth  ballot. 
Bishop  Hearn  received  253  votes  and  Dr. 
Underwood  223,  announced  at  8:19  CDT, 
July  17.  At  9:50  a.m.  CDT,  July  18  Bishop 
Richard  B.  Wilke  of  Wichita,  Kansas  was 
elected  to  fill  the  third  episcopal  vacancy 
in  the  jurisdiction  with  232  votes. 

Bishop  Hearn,  senior  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge 
and  leader  of  the  clergy  delegates  to  the 


Conference  was  assigned  to  the  Nebras¬ 
ka  Area,  with  the  episcopal  residence  in 
Lincoln.  Bishop  Underwood,  senior 
pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  Houston,  is  the  new  episcopal 
leader  for  Louisiana  United  Methodism. 
He  follows  his  long-time  friend,  J.  Ken¬ 
neth  Shamblin,  deceased,  to  Louisiana, 
as  he  did  at  St.  Luke’s  Church,  Houston. 
Bishop  Wilkie  was  assigned  to  the  Arkan¬ 
sas  Area. 

Other  episcopal  moves  in  the  Juris¬ 


diction  were:  Bishop  Ben  Oliphant  to  the 
Texas  Area,  at  Houston  and  Bishop 
Kenneth  Hicks  to  the  Kansas  Area,  at 
Topeka.  The  three  newly  elected  bishops 
replace  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield,  of 
Houston,  Bishop  Monk  Bryan,  of 
Nebraska,  and  Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway, 
of  Louisiana,  all  of  whom  retired  ( Bishop 
Galloway  for  the  third  time). 

In  the  press  conference  following  their 
election,  Bishop  Hearn  stated  that,  "The 
Christian  faith  has  vital  resources  to  help 
people  mend  the  brokenness  we  face  in 


this  secular  •society.’'  He  added.  "1  hope 
the  church  can  provide  the  spiritual  nur¬ 
turing  to  bring  wholeness  and  a  better 
life  to  our  world." 

Bishop  Underwood  said  although  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  a  "free, 
pluralistic"  church,  evangelism  must  be¬ 
come  the  priority  across  the 
denomination  in  order  to  reverse 
membership  losses.  "Evangelism  will  be 
a  number  one  priority  for  me  wherever  I 
go,”  he  said. 


The  Pastors  Voice 

Our  Church  Opposes  Capital  Punishment 


Long  before  current  food  riots  in  Haiti,  United  Methodists  were  there.  They  helped 
Haitian  Christians  teach  farming  methods,  animal  husbandry  and  reforestation.  L  to 
r:  Poultry  raising  at  Petit  Goave.  Integrated  development  program  on  La  Gonave 
Island  produces  potable  water,  improved  crops,  better  nutrition.  Service  Cretien  pre¬ 
serves  land  by  terracing,  planting  trees. 

CREDIT:  JOHN  GOODWIN  FOR  UMCOR 


BY  JAMES  O.  EVANS 
Pastor 

St.  Luke's  UM  Church 
New  Orleans,  La. 

This  year  we  have  already  witnessed 
two  executions  in  our  state.  These  are  the 
first  instances  of  capital  punishment  in 
some  two  decades.  It  is  ironical  that  this 
happens  to  be  the  bicentennial  year  of 
our  denomination  as  well.  You  may 
recall  that  in  the  late  1720’s  a  group  of 
young  men  were  following  practices  that 
caused  some  who  ridiculed  them  to  dub 
them  with  the  title  “The  Holy  Club." 
Later,  because  of  their  methodical 
practices  they  were  called  "methodist." 
Included  among  their  early  morning 
activities  was  visiting  the  prisoner  in  the 
jails.  These  earnest  devout  men  dared  to 
believe  these  incarcerated  men  needed 
to  hear  the  gospel.  Their  story  was 
simple.  They  told  how  Christ  loved  them 
and  gave  himself  for  them.  They 
continued  this  practice  of  jail  visitation 
on  a  regular  basis  in  the  Wesleyan 
revival  as  it  got  underway. 

Many  of  the  jailed  inmates  were 
converted  by  the  Wesleyans  as  their 
associates.  It  was  not  uncommon  for  a 
condemned  prisoner  to  go  to  his  death 
with  his  last  words  that  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving  to  God  for  his  salvation. 
Many  of  them  were  no  longer  afraid  to 
die. 

Now,  two  and  a  half  centuries  later, 
our  General  Conference  has  expressed  a 
grave  concern  for  penal  reform  and  has 
gone  on  record  opposing  the  death 
penalty.  ( pp35-37.  The  Book  of  Resolution 
of  the  U.M.  Church,  1976.)  Jesus  opposed 
the  death  penalty  (John  8:3  ff). 

One  reason  cited  for  use  of  the  death 
penalty  is  the  claim  that  it  deters  major 
crimes.  The  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
conceded  the  lack  of  evidence  to  support 
this  claim.  In  more  than  forty  studies 
made  since  1940.  none  of  them  have  found 
the  death  penalty  effective  in  reducing 
homicides.  There  are  two  contributing 
factors  that  contribute  notably  to 
homicides.  One  is  that  our  culture 
teaches  that  violence  is  normal.  A  second 
contribution  is  the  availability  of 
handguns  for  citizens.  I  was  surprised  to 
learn  that  there  are  more  than  twice  as 
many  homicides  in  New  Orleans  over  the 


past  five  years  as  there  were  on  the 
entire  isle  of  Great  Britain  during  this 
same  period  of  time. 

Another  reason  for  opposing  capital 
punishment  is  the  inequity  of 
punishment.  There  has  never  been  a 
wealthy  person  executed  in  this  country. 
There  are  some  parishes  where  the 
chances  of  a  poor  man,  of  minority  race, 
and  identified  with  an  unpopular  cause 
with  a  court  appointed  lawyer  increase 
his  chances  of  being  executed.  An 
overwhelming  majority  of  condemned 
convicts  are  represented  by  court 
appointed  attorneys  who  are  often 
inexperienced,  or  may  be  burdened  with 
a  heavy  court  case  load.  It  is  not  unusual 
for  the  defense  attorneys’  budget  to  be 
minute  compared  with  the  prosecuting 
attorney’s. 

Some  people  live  or  die  depending  on 
the  fluke  of  place,  people,  time,  or 
identity.  In  Florida  John  Spenkelink  was 
executed  for  killing  a  fellow  drifter. 
While  in  California.  Dan  White  killed  his 
supervisor  and  the  mayor  of  San 
Francisco.  He  is  now  a  free  man  after 
serving  less  than  seven  years  in  the  pen. 
The  state  has  even  hid  him  from  the 
public  eye.  What  made  the  difference  in 
these  two  crimes? 

Execution  is  too  harsh!  In  1975,  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  the  death 
penalty  was  excessive  for  rape.  But  that 
was  too  late  for  455  men  including  405 
black  men  already  executed.  The  court 
also  ruled  that  where  a  defendant  was 
provoked,  the  charge  against  him  could 
be  no  more  than  manslaughter. 

We  need  to  be  aware  that  of  all  persons 
on  death  row  awaiting  execution  in  1983, 
71%  were  in  southern  states.  This  hardly 
represents  a  representative  proportion  of 
the  nation’s  population. 

Theologically,  the  death  penalty 
diminishes  us  all.  It  assumes  the  state 
has  the  right  to  judge  people  who  commit 
capital  crimes.  However,  the  scriptures 
make  it  clear  that  only  God  has  that 
right.  (Matt.  7:1.)  Only  God  has  that 
right,  not  juries  or  judges  or  courts. 
When  a  execution  is  carried  out  it  makes 
the  next  one  easier  for  all  involved.  It 
diminishes  that  person’s  value  for 
human  life. 

Capital  punishment  says  something 


about  our  attitude  toward  foreigners  and 
rehabilitation  toward  the  weak.  It 
emphatically  says  rehabilitation  is  not 
possible  for  this  person.  It  finalizes  no 
hope  for  the  condemned  being 
rehabilitated. 

The  death  penalty  is  a  dying  invitation 
in  our  twentieth  century.  It  has  already 
been  abandoned  in  most  civilized 
countries  including  western  Europe. 
Only  Spain  and  France  and  the  U.S. 
retain  executions  in  our  western  culture. 
These  three  countries  have  decisively 
more  per  capita  homicides  than  other 
countries. 

My  sincere  desire  is  that  we  put  a 


moratorium  on  the  death  penalty  while 
we  consider  removing  it  from  the  state 
laws.  A  national  interreligious  task  force 
stated,  "As  God’s"  people  believe  in  the 
sacredness  of  life  for  all.  It  counters  our 
sordid  notion  of  retribution  we  live  under 
the  confidence  of  restoration  revealed  in 
the  Holy  Scriptures. 

I  believe  one  day  our  children  will 
cease  to  impose  the  death  penalty 
anymore.  Execution  is  self-deluding, 
self-defeating,  self-degrading  and  futile 
as  a  means  of  coping  with  crime.  They 
will  prefer  something  better.  For  now, 
we  can  work  for  removing  capital 
punishment. 


Boasting  In  Military  Might 


Rose  Window  at  First  UM  Lubbock 


The  beautiful  rose  window  pictured  close  lends  itself  to  the  worshipful  atmos¬ 
phere  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Lubbock,  seat  of  the  SC  Jurisdictional 
Conference. 


BY  DR.  ALBERT  TRIC’KETT 
Associate  Pastor 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 
2  Kings  14: 1-3,  8-14 

This  century  has  seen  two  wars  "to  end 
all  wars"  and  several  "smaller  wars" 
fought  to  protect  "innocents"  or  special 
philosophies  of  life.  Every  time 
Christians  wage  war  they  do  so  with  a 
righteous  feeling  that  war  is  a  necessary 
evil  and  a  fact  of  life.  And  every 
Christian  wants  to  believe  that  God  is  on 
their  side  in  the  conflict. 

This  thesis  of  God’s  special  favor  being 
upon  us  came  through  very  clearly  in  the 
movie  "The  Longest  Day,"  a  movie 
which  told  of  the  Normandy  invasion  of 
World  War  II.  The  movie  showed 
Americans,  British,  French  and  German 
soldiers  joined  in  battle,  each  in  their 
own  language  saying  the  same  thing, 
“God  is  on  our  side.”  When  we’re  faced 
with  struggle,  trial  and  trouble,  it  helps 
us  to  believe  that  God  is  on  our  side. 

But,  does  our  belief  in  God’s  favor 
warrant  our  reliance  on  military  power? 
Or  does  not  our  reliance  on  military 
power  make  for  more  military  build-up 
and  for  a  smug  sense  of  personal 
omnipotence?  Today,  as  we  face 
international  and  interpersonal 
problems  as  old  as  time,  do  we  seek 
God’s  guidance  and  rely  on  God's 
sustaining  mercy  or  do  we  build  military 
might  and  boast  of  it? 

Judah  and  Israel  had  a  common  ethnic 
and  religious  heritage.  They  had  the 
sameTSots.  It  would  seefTT'tRdt  they" 
would  have  liked  to  get  along  with  each 
other.  But  pride  and  self-centeredness 
brought  further  division  as  time  went  on. 
Amaziah's  father  was  killed,  bringing 
Amaziah  to  the  throne  of  Judah.  He  was 
proud  of  his  position  and  of  the  position  of 
his  country  (as  he  compared  it  with 
Israel).  Our  scripture  states  that  "he  did 
what  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord, 
yet  not  like  David  ...  he  did  in  all  things 
as  Joash  his  father  had  done.  ” 

This  apparently  means  that  Amaziah 
did  not  worship  the  pagan  gods  of  his 
immediate  forebears  but  neither  did  he 
prohibit  the  worship  of  them  by  others. 
He  did  not  worship  at  the  high  places  but 
neither  did  he  tear  the  high  places  down. 
This  can  be  paralleled  by  a  nation  which 
admits  the  criminal  tragedy  of  drunken 
driving  but  treats  the  results  rather  than 
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the  cause,  refusing  to  prohibit  but, 
instead,  raising  the  tax  on  the  liquor 
itself.  It  speaks  of  a  nation  which 
deplores  war  but  continues  to  "police” 
people  who  don’t  want  policing  and 
continues  to  stockpile  nuclear  arms  even 
as  it  admits  the  overhill  potential  already 
available.  No  weapon  has  ever  been 
invented  which  was  not  used.  No  army 
was  ever  conscripted  which  was  not  sent 
to  war. 

Perhaps  this  is  why  Amaziah  picked  a 
fight  with  Jehoash,  king  of  Israel. 
Amaziah  was  still  flush  with  a  feeling  of 
power  at  his  victory  over  Edom  (Judah 
had  just  defeated  the  10,000  man  army  of 
Edom  and  was  flexing  her  muscles). 
Jehoash  didn’t  want  to  fight  and  used 
every  ploy  to  keep  from  fighting. 
Amaziah  called  for  a  summit  meeting  to 
discuss  war  but  Jehoash  responded  by 
suggesting  a  royal  marriage  to  unite  the 
two  peoples  and  even  told  Amaziah  that 
his  victory  over  Edom  had  gone  to  his 
head,  saying  that,  if  he  persisted  in 
trying  to  pick  a  fight,  Israel  would  surely 
defeat  Judah.  The  war  came  and  Judah 
was  defeated,  Jerusalem  plundered, 
treasures  and  hostages  were  carried 
back  to  Samaria,  the  capital  of  Israel. 

Why  do  nations  have  to  fight  wars?  In 
World  War  II,  Hitler  claimed  that 
Germany  needed  more  land  in  which  to 
expand.  But  in  truth.  Hitler  had  a  very 
large  army  which  needed  to  do 
something  other  than  close-order  drill. 
Armies  are  raised  to  be  used  and  leaders 
who  raise  them  use  them  to  maintain 
~  their T)Wh  position  of  leadership.  Hitler 
did  this  and  countless  others,  including 
Amaziah,  did  this.  Wars  are  not  always 
fought  altruistically.  Wars  are  usually 
fought  for  very  selfish,  economic 
purposes.  They  are  begun  by  leaders  who 
take  great  pride  in  the  military  machine 
they  have  brought  into  being.  They  are 
instigated  by  persons  who  boast  in  their 
military  might. 

Amaziah  met  defeat,  fell  into  disfavor 
and  eventually  died  as  a  result  of  his 
false  pride.  Both  Israel  and  Judah  were 
overrun  because  the  scriptures  tell  us 
they  forgot  to  serve  God.  May  we  of 
today  never  forget  who  God  is,  who  we 
are  and  whose  we  are. 


New  UMM  President 
Named  For  NO  District 

At  the  recent  election  of  officers  of  The 
Greater  New  Orleans  Houma-Slidell 
District  of  United  Methodist  Men,  Mr. 
Leslie  Taylor  received  the  gavel  from 
Mr.  Samuel  Poplus  as  the  new  president. 


Correction 

In  the  Annual  Conference  story  (June 
22  issue),  we  erroneously  named  the 
Peoples  Community  Center  as  the  donors 
of  the  "basket”  to  Bishop  Galloway.  It 
was  presented  by  the  DuLac  Center  of 
Houma,  and  we  have  it  on  good  authority 
that  the  basket  was  empty ! 

Editor 


Carlson  Wins  National  TV  Award 


Rev.  Cathy  S.  Carlson,  a  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  ac¬ 
cepts  the  1984  Wilbur  Award  for  local  re¬ 
lease  television  programming  from  Re¬ 
ligious  Public  Relations  Council,  Inc. 
President  Monica  M.  McGinley  and 
Wilbur  Award  Chairperson,  Dr.  Martin 


V.  Neeb.  The  award  for  the  WTVD-TV 
production,  "A  Chance  For  Life,”  was 
presented  at  the  council’s  55th  annual 
meeting,  held  recently  in  St.  Louis.  Cathy 
is  under  special  appointment  as  the 
Executive  Director  of  Creative  Minis¬ 
tries,  Durham,  N.C. 


Dinner  Honoring  The  Galloways  Set 

A  special  dinner  honoring  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Paul  V.  Galloway  will  be  held 
August  8.  during  Pastors’  School,  at  5:00  p.m.,  (not  6:00  p.m.  as  previously 
announced),  at  Noel  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport.  Tickets  are  $6.00 
and  should  be  purchased  from  district  superintendents  before  August  1,  All 
ministers,  spouses  and  laypersons  are  invited. 


Louisiana  United  Melliodist 

Paul  V.  Galloway,  Bishop  Elwood  Fleming ,  Editor 

Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Linda  Crum, 

Council  Director  Editorial  Assistant 
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and  ‘sound  theology’  commended 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


North  Central: 

41  ballots  needed;  region  elects  second  woman  as  bishop 

umir  >  or.  ploftfinn  -  * 


JULY  27,  1984 


We  congratulate  United  Methodist- 
related  Emory  University  for  its  new 
program  allowing  students  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  earn  a  joint  Master’s  Degree  in 
Business  Administration  and  Theology 
(see  UMR,  July  20). 

According  to  one  spokesperson  at 
Emory,  the  new  MBA/MDiv.  program  is 
partly  a  response  to  a  need  for  the  church 
to  be  involved  in  shaping  society  “in  a 
way  that  is  consistent  with  Christian 
values.”  Students  in  the  program  will 
have  the  chance  to  reflect  on  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  Christian  teachings  and  the 
practices  and  policies  of  persons  in  the 
business  world,  including  how  best  to 
share  the  Gospel  with  persons  in  that 
world. 

We  agree  with  the  need  for  and  impor¬ 
tance  of  that  emphasis  by  the  Emory  pro¬ 
gram.  particularly  in  light  of  the  great 
impact  “big  business”  has  on  the  lives 
and  attitudes  of  most  Americans. 

But  equally  important  is  what  the 
church  can  learn  from  the  business  com¬ 
munity  about  sound  business  manage¬ 
ment,  We  agree  with  Dr.  James  Waits, 
dean  of  Candler  School  of  Theology  at 
Emory,  that  “churches  at  every  level 
need  wise  and  decisive  administrative 
leadership.”  The  Emory  program  will 
encourage  such  leadership  by  teaching 
future  pastors  and  church  workers  the 
principles  of  successful  business 
management. 

Some  persons  in  the  church  may  recoil 


at  the  suggestion  that  the  church  and 
church  related  institutions  are  ever 
properly  regarded  as  “businesses.” 
However,  the  ownership  of  property  and 
the  receipt  and  disbursement  of  money 
for  maintenance,  salaries,  programs  and 
mission  outreach  make  each  congre¬ 
gation,  in  fact,  a  business  —  and  often 
one  of  considerable  size. 

Church  leaders  should  be  better 
equipped  than  often  is  the  case  to  use 
sound  business  principles  in  managing 
the  church's  assets  —  not  to  achieve 
worldly  success,  but  to  be  maximally  ef¬ 
fective  stewards  in  carrying  out  the 
church’s  mission. 

When  church  leaders  demonstrate  an 
understanding  that  “good  management 
is  good  stewardship,”  they  most  likely 
will  enjoy  the  respect  and  support  of  per¬ 
sons  who  earn  their  livelihoods  in  the 
business  world. 

Local  churches  need  not  wait  for  the 
likely  benefits  of  the  new  program  at 
Emory  to  trickle  down  and  across  the 
church  in  the  form  of  future  graduates. 
We  can  fruitfully  discuss  among  our¬ 
selves  how  Christian  principles  and  busi¬ 
ness  principles  correspond.  If  we  are  not 
already  doing  so,  we  should  seek  guid¬ 
ance  for  our  local  church  operations 
from  persons  who  have  spent  their  lives 
demonstrating  that  Christian  principles 
and  sound  business  practices  can,  and 
should,  go  hand-in-hand. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DULUTH,  Minn.  —  Unrelenting  loyal¬ 
ties  —  divided  among  13  ethnic,  women’s 
and  home  conference  favorites  — 
snarled  delegates  here  last  week  in  the 
longest  balloting  in  North  Central  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference  history. 

It  took  41  ballots  before  four  persons 
had  garnered  the  necessary  two-thirds 
vote  to  be  elected  bishops  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  (see  pictures  in  map 
box). 

The  election  of  a  woman,  a  black  and  a 
former  minister  in  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church  satisfied  many 
delegates'  concerns  about  symbolic  re¬ 
presentation. 

Each  day  followed  the  same  pattern 
for  the  456  North  Central  Jurisdiction 
delegates.  They  awoke  after  a  two-blan¬ 
ket  night  in  the  naturally  air-conditioned 
dorms  of  the  University  of  Minnesota  — 
Duluth  and  walked  down  the  hill  of  the 
campus  overlooking  Lake  Superior  to  the 
gymnasium. 

Late  each  night  they  wearily  climbed 
back  to  the  dorms  after  some  14  hours  of 
marathon  voting. 

Four  have  varied  backgrounds 

The  four  new  bishops  have  widely 
varying  backgrounds.  They  are  (in  order 

Bishops'  assignments 


Schism,  acrimony  and  the  church 


Southern  Baptists  have  good  reason  to 
be  concerned  over  signs  that  their 
denomination  may  be  moving  toward  a 
schism.  So  do  others  who  are  concerned 
to  increase  unity  rather  than  divisions 
among  Christians. 

The  signs  were  many  during  the  recent 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (see  UMR, 
June  22).  Chief  among  them  was  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  self-avowed  “takeover”  candi¬ 
dates  to  the  denomination’s  top  offices. 
These  are  persons  determined  to  purge 
the  denomination  of  all  who  do  not  accept 
their  narrow  doctrine  of  “biblical  iner¬ 
rancy.” 

The  signs  continue.  Southern  Baptist 
college  presidents  in  their  recent  annual 
meeting  were  reminded  that  their 
denomination’s  new  president  has  been 
quoted  as  saying,  “I’m  almost  convinced 
that  a  Christian  student  is  better  off  on  a 
secular,  heathen  campus  where  he 
doesn’t  expect  any  sympathy  than  on  a 
so-called  church-related  campus  where 
cunningly  by  degrees  his  faith  is  shat¬ 
tered  by  a  ‘Baptist  professor.’  ” 

Southern  Baptist  educators  could 
hardly  be  comforted  by  that  reminder  of 
how  their  top  denominational  leader "re¬ 
gards  them  and  their  efforts.  Nor  will 
they  be  surprised  if  various  interventions 
into  campus  personnel  and  policies  are 
attempted  by  these  new  “takeover”  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

From  a  detached  perspective,  these 
various  signs  of  division  among  the  Bap¬ 
tists  are  predictable  and  not  totally  un¬ 
flattering.  The  denomination’s  rapid 
numerical  growth  makes  it  a  ready  tar¬ 
get  for  criticism,  envy  and  “power  strug¬ 
gles”  among  dissident  elements.  No  one 
looks  covetously  at  a  dead  or  dying 
church. 

It  is  not  enough,  however,  to  take  the 
long  view  of  what  is  going  on  among  the 
Southern  Baptists.  No  one  in  the  church 
ever  profits  from  the  un-Christian  acri¬ 
mony  that  accompanies  such  divisions. 
Even  though  the  Southern  Baptists  for 
the  most  part  have  chosen  not  to  affiliate 
with  organizations  which  seek  cooDer- 
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ation  and  unity  among  Christians,  they 
are  part  of  the  universal  church  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Acrimony  among  one  part  of 
Christ’s  body  reflects  poorly  on  all  parts, 
and  undermines  the  credibility  of  our 
witness. 

We  hope  and  pray  that  the  current  rifts 
among  Southern  Baptists  will  be  re¬ 
solved  without  a  full-blown  schism. 
Whether  they  realize  it  or  not,  members 
of  their  competing  factions  need  each 
other.  And  those  of  us  who  are  not  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  need  to  remember  that  Bap¬ 
tists  need  us,  too  —  for  support,  for  per¬ 
spective  and  for  direct  ministry  on  some 
occasions.  Their  present  internal  strug¬ 
gle,  as  well  as  their  admirable  success  as 
a  denomination,  should  remind  us  all 
that  our  calling  as  Christians  is  not  to 
seek  human  victories  over  each  other. 
We  are  called  instead  to  make  both  our 
churches  and  our  world  as  nearly  as  pos¬ 
sible  a  reflection  of  God’s  will  as  re¬ 
vealed  through  the  life  and  teachings  of 
Jesus  Christ. 


CHICAGO: 

Bishop  Jesse  DeWltt 
N.  III.  conf. 
(2nd  term  in  area) 

DAKOTAS: 

Bishop  Edwin  Boulton 
N.D.,  S.D.  confs. 
(2nd  term  in  area) 

ILLINOIS: 

Bishop  Woodie  White 
Cent.  III.,  S.  III.  confs. 
(newly  elected) 

INDIANA: 

Bishop  Leroy  Hodapp 
N.  Ind.,  S.  Ind.  confs. 
(moving  from  ILLINOIS) 

IOWA: 

Bishop  Rueben  Job 
Iowa  conf. 
(newly  elected) 

MICHIGAN: 

Bishop  Judith  Craig 
Detroit,  W.  Mich,  confs. 
(newly  elected) 

MINNESOTA: 

Bishop  Emerson  Colaw 
Minn.  conf. 
(2nd  term  in  area) 

OHIO  EAST: 

Bishop  James  Thomas 

E.  Ohio  conf. 
(3rd  term  in  area) 

OHIO  WEST: 

Bishop  Edsel  Ammons 
W.  Ohio  conf. 
(moving  from  MICHIGAN) 

WISCONSIN: 

Bishop  David  Lawson 
Wise.  conf. 
(newly  elected) 

of  elect'^n )  : 

•  A  national  church  leader  who  heads 
an  agency  assigned  to  combat  racism 
in  the  church  —  the  Rev.  Woodie  W. 
White,  48. 

•  A  pastor  of  a  growing  local  church, 
2,400-member  Carmel,  Ind.,  UMC  —  the 
Rev.  David  J.  Lawson,  54. 

•  A  man  known  for  work  in  spiritual 
enrichment  who  now  is  world  editor  of 
the  Upper  Room  devotional  magazine  — 
the  Rev.  Rueben  P.  Job,  56. 

•  A  woman  who  has  worked  longer  ( 11 
years)  as  a  lay  director  of  youth  and 
Christian  education  in  local  churches 
than  as  an  ordained  elder  (10  years)  — 
the  Rev.  Judith  Craig,  47,  currently  di¬ 
rector  of  the  East  Ohio  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries. 

Two  of  the  new  bishops  —  Bishop 
White,  a  New  York  native,  and  Bishop 
Craig,  a  Missouri  native  —  have  lived 
most  of  their  lives  outside  the  North  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction. 

Spiritual  nurturing  stressed 

In  separate  interviews,  all  four  new 
bishops  talked  about  the  need  for  in¬ 
creased  spiritual  nurture  among  United 
Methodists  in  the  North  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion.  Membership  there  has  plummeted 
by  a  half-million  since  1968. 

“If  we  are  to  be  renewed,  we  have  to 
claim  anew  the  spiritual  ground  of  our 
being,”  Bishop  Craig  said. 

"We've  had  losses  in  the  center  of 
faith,”  Bishop  Job  said.  “The  key  role  for 
a  bishop  is  to  be  a  spiritual  leader  and 
model  a  lifestyle  that  is  transparent  in  its 
dependence  and  centeredness  on  God.  All 
decisionmaking  can  be  couched  in  the 
faith.” 

Bishop  White  said:  “We  need  to  find 
what  is  causing  our  membership  losses.” 
He  has  not  worked  full  time  in  a  local 
church  since  1967  and  has  been  the  chief 
executive  of  the  denomination’s  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  since 
it  was  formed  in  1969.  But  he  said  he  has 
continually  held  part-time  positions  in 
churches  around  Washington,  D.C.,  and 
has  seen  that  a  church  with  excited  pas¬ 
tors  has  excited  lay  people  who  “tell 
others  about  the  Lord,  and  the  church 
grows.”  He  currently  teaches  classes  for 
new  members  three  Sundays  a  month  at 
Epworth  Chapel  in  Baltimore  County 
which  has  grown  by  170  members  in 
three  years  to  1,000. 

Bishop  Lawson  said  he  is  concerned 
about  a  population  that  is  more  and  more 
unchurched.  “A  major  issue  is  the  search 
for  how  to  share  the  faith  with  un¬ 
churched  people  who  do  have  a 
yearning.” 

He  said  he  has  been  deeply  involved  in 


Here  I  Stand 


Believers  need  to  become  partners 


By  ERIC  S.  RITZ 

As  the  gavel  sounded  at  the  end  of  an¬ 
other  United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  some  1,000  visitors,  delegates,  and 
observers  were  seen  scrambling  out  of 
the  doors  of  the  once  noisy  Civic  Center 
in  Baltimore,  scrambling  for  taxis,  shut¬ 
tle  buses,  airplanes,  limousines,  and 
other  forms  of  transportation.  They  were 
anxious  to  get  back  to  their  respective  lo¬ 
cal  communities  of  faith  to  share  the 
message  and  outcome  of  this  gathering 
of  United  Methodists. 

It  was  symbolic  that  they  were  scram¬ 
bling,  since  this  quadrennial  meeting  of 
United  Methodists  really  was  a  scram¬ 
bled  image  of  what  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  doing  and  what  it  is  being  chal¬ 
lenged  to  do  as  it  addresses  the  issues  of 
importance  in  the  historical  situation  in 
which  we  live,  move,  and  have  our  being. 
While  the  world  is  on  the  brink  of  a  nu¬ 
clear  holocaust,  and  human  alienations 
are  running  rampant  in  every  part  of  the 
world,  we  chose  to  be  the  thermometer  of 
the  world  rather  than  the  thermostat, 
which  is  required  by  Holy  Scripture. 

However,  the  Scripture  rightly  points 
out  that  just  because  we  have  sight  does 
not  guarantee  us  insight.  In  a  world  where 
power  is  misused 
almost  to  the  point 
of  being  Satanic, 
one  could  hardly 
tell  the  difference 
at  times  between 
this  convention  and 
the  two  political 
conventions  being 
held  this  summer. 

Every  power 
broker  and  caucus  leader  was  lobbying 
for  his  or  her  own  particular  platform  re¬ 
gardless  of  whether  the  total  mission  of 
the  church  would  be  hurt  or  not. 

The  delegates  and  visitors  quite  often 
in  private  discussion  groups  would  ask, 
“What  would  Jesus  do?”  That  unfortu¬ 
nately  also  produced  a  scrambled  pic¬ 
ture  because  they  forgot  that  we  have 
pages  of  Holy  Scriptures  showing  us 
what  Jesus  did. 

However,  as  one  of  those  visitors  who 
went  home  with  mixed  feelings  and 
scrambled  thoughts,  I  began  to  ask  my¬ 
self,  what  could  be  the  glue  to  get  this 
scrambled  picture  back  together  again? 

I  began  to  read  the  13th  Chapter  of  a  let¬ 
ter  written  by  the  Apostle  Paul,  who  was 
trying  to  help  organize  the  local  body  of 
believers  into  a  harmonious  group  to  la¬ 
bor  in  and  build  the  kingdom  of  God  in  a 
very  hostile  and  difficult  environment.  It 
reminded  me  of  a  story  that  I  once  heard 
and  now  share  with  my  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  in  Christ  in  the  connectional  system 
of  United  Methodism  because  we  have 
much  to  share  with  God’s  world  to  help 
transform  it  to  become  the  beloved  com¬ 
munity. 

In  Northern  Minnesota,  a  farmer’s 
five-year-old  child  was  playing  in  the  kit¬ 


chen  while  his  mother  was  busily  en¬ 
gaged  in  domestic  chores.  Unnoticed,  the 
child  toddled  out  of  the  house  and  into  the 
wheat  field.  Shortly  thereafter,  the 
mother  began  a  frantic  search  for  her 
baby.  When  she  could  not  find  the  child  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  farmhouse, 
she  called  her  husband  and  together  they 
searched  through  the  heaped-up  sheaves 
of  wheat.  In  desperation  they  summoned 
all  the  farmhands.  Several  hours  later, 
when  the  child  still  had  not  been  found, 
the  townspeople  were  called  in.  Those  of 
every  vocation,  economic  level,  and  reli¬ 
gious  faith  —  the  minister  and  the  rabbi, 
the  workers  and  the  mill  owner  —  beat  at 
the  sheaves  of  wheat,  walking  and  run¬ 
ning  in  every  direction,  urged  on  by  the 
entreaties  of  the  father  and  mother. 

When  this  proved  futile,  someone  sug¬ 
gested  :  “  We  seem  to  be  going  off  in  all  di¬ 
rections.  Why  don’t  we  join  hands,  form 
one  large  circle,  spread  out,  ana  men 
close  in,  encompassing  every  inch  of  the 
land?”  As  a  result,  the  preacher  joined 
hands  with  the  worker,  the  physician 
joined  hands  with  the  town  idler.  People 
of  every  station  of  life  and  of  every  faith 
joined  hands  to  form  a  gigantic  circle 
Carefully  examining  every  inch  of  the 
land,  they  narrowed  the  circle  until 
someone  reached  down,  picked  up  the 
child,  and  handed  him  to  his  father.  As 


soon  as  he  touched  the  child,  the  father 
knew  that  his  son  was  dead.  And  he  lifted 
the  tiny  lifeless  body  in  his  arms  and 
cried  out,  “My  God,  my  God  —  why 
didn’t  we  join  hands  before  it  was  too 
late?” 

Please,  my  fellow  believers,  we  can  no 
longer  be  rivals;  we  must  become  part¬ 
ners  before  it  is  too  late.  Are  we  not 
called  Linked  Methodists? 

Remember,  Christ  has  no  hands  but 
ours  to  do  His  bidding  and  building  for 
the  betterment  of  all  humanity.  Yes,  the 
choice  is  ours  now  that  General  Confer¬ 
ence  is  over.  The  question  comes  from 
God:  will  we  join  hands?  The  answer 
must  come  from  all  of  us:  from  Omaha, 
Nebraska  to  Richland,  Washington; 
from  Dallas,  Texas  to  Lakeland,  Flor¬ 
ida;  from  Phoenix,  Arizona  to  Santa 
Monica,  California;  Evanston,  Illinois  to 
New  York  City  ;  from  Nashville,  Tennes¬ 
see  to  Boston,  Massachusetts;  from 
Montgomery,  Alabama  to  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.  Let  us  join  hands  and  tru¬ 
ly  become  the  connectional  family  we 
are  called  to  be.  The  whole  world  waits 
anxiously  for  our  answer. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Eric 
S.  Ritz,  is  pastor  of  the  Providence  Ave¬ 
nue  UMC  in  Chester,  Pennsylvania  (East¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  Conference). 


North  Central 


Bishop  Craig 


Bishop  Job 


working  with  clergy  who  have  “burned 
out.”  As  a  bishop,  he  said,  “I  hope  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  help  the  clergy  search  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  for  their  spiritual  roots  and  reclaim 
the  spirit  of  their  ordination.  Clergy  do 
find  new  energy  as  they  rehearse  the 
roots  of  their  faith.” 

Ethnic,  women  sentiment  obvious 

Even  before  the  opening  ballot,  the 
most  visible  and  audible  sentiment  of 
delegates  here  reflected  the  concerns  of 
the  ethnic  and  women’s  caucuses. 

The  black  caucus,  which  endorsed 
Bishop  White,  interviewed  all  candidates 
the  night  before  balloting  started,  and 
the  women’s  caucus  did  so  early  the  first 
morning. 

The  women  met  again  at  noon  of  the 
first  day  apd  agreed  to  back  a  three-part 
platform:  (1)  to  endorse  the  election  of 
Bishop  Craig ;  ( 2 )  to  endorse  the  election 
of  two  unspecified  black  men;  (3)  and  to 
give  general  support  for  the  Rev.  Leon- 
tine  Kelly  (later  elected  in  the  Western 
Jurisdiction)  with  the  hope  she  be  elected 
somewhere. 

Announcements  transmitted  ..here  by 
satellite  from  other  jurisdictions  of  the 
election  of  white  men  received  no  re¬ 
sponse  or  only  scattered  applause,  but  the 
announced  elections  of  ethnic  persons  else¬ 
where  evoked  heavy  applause  and  cheer¬ 
ing  among  the  conference’s  delegates. 

Supporters  of  Bishop  Craig  wore  cam¬ 
paign  ribbons  colored  yellow  (the  wo¬ 
men’s  caucus  color)  and  carrying  the 
number  “201”  (Bishop  Craig’s  number 
on  the  delegates’  computer  card  ballots ) . 

Winners  led  at  beginning 

Although  it  took  41  ballots  to  finish  the 
elections,  the  four  new  bishops  were 
among  the  top  five  on  the  very  first 
ballot. 

The  Rev.  R.  Sheldon  Dueker,  57,  pastor 
of  High  Street  UMC  in  Muncie,  Ind.,  was 
among  the  top  four  vote-getters  for  22 
ballots.  The  noted  author  withdrew  after 
the  29th.  He  and  most  other  candidates 
were  able  to  hold  onto  most  of  the  votes 
they  began  with  until  they  withdrew. 

After  ballots  were  distributed  each 
time,  delegates  refrained  from  punching 
their  computer  cards  until  one  of  the 
bishops  prayed.  A  few  times  when  the 
presiding  bishop  forgot  to  ask  for  prayer, 
a  cry  rose  from  among  the  delegates  that 
they  would  not  vote  without  it. 

As  the  second  day  of  voting  neared  its 
end  without  the  first  bishop  having  been 
elected,  the  pre-balloting  prayers  be¬ 
came  more  urgent,  asking  that  delegates 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Suppose  General  Conference  cancelled 


Eric  Ritz 


To  the  Editor: 

The  four  articles  on  Project  Soya  and 
the  TRAG  “peace  machines”  in  the  July 
6  issue  were  among  the  most  upbeat 
stories  I've  read  in  some  time.  I  want  to 
thank  the  Reporter  for  giving  these  two 
fine  lay  projects  such  good  exposure. 
They  even  helped  to  make  up  for  the  "as 
usual”  haggling  and  quibbling  in  the 
“Letters  to  the  Editor”  section. 

Actually,  these  articles  seemed  of  so 
much  more  importance  and  consequence 
than  all  the  pieces  on  the  recent  General 
Conference.  They  caused  me  to  think  one 
of  those  "unthinkable  thoughts”:  just 
suppose  we  had  inclusive  General  Con¬ 
ference  and  spent  the  money  on  “peace 
machines”  and  “Project  Soya”! 

No,  we  couldn’t  do  that  —  or  could  we? 

Larry  Althouse 
Dallas,  Texas 

Words  are  powerful 

To  the  Editor: 

The  “spoken  word”  is  powerful!  You, 
more  than  most,  realize  this  statement. 

How  and  what  words  are  used  is  what 
interests  and  concerns  me.  It  is  not  al¬ 
ways  the  number  of  words  used,  but  in¬ 
stead,  whether  they  are  used  to  uplift, 
give  hope  and  encourage. 

Forget  those  who  cut  down,  criticize 
and  judge.  I  think  words  deserve  careful 
handling. 


One  of  the  most  moving  verses  in  the 
Bible  is  the  shortest.  “Jesus  wept.” 
(John  11:35)  This  verse  showed  that 
Jesus  cared  about  His  friends  Martha, 
Mary  and  Lazarus. 

When  I  was  battling  cancer  last  year, 
words  kept  me  going.  My  family  and  car¬ 
ing  friends  offered  encouraging  and 
thoughtful  words.  I  remember  how  most 
gave  me  hope  for  the  future.  Some  of 
those  short  phrases  still  warm  my  heart 
—  “Don't  give  up,”  “We  love  you.” 
“You’re  in  our  prayers,"  “God  cares," 
“Thinking  of  you,”  “You  look  great."  All 
of  these  words  formed  a  chain  of  love 
that  surrounded  me  and  made  my  strug¬ 
gle  easier. 

If  we  think  before  we  speak,  we  will 
choose  words  that  cure  as  well  as  com¬ 
municate.  They  can  soothe  the  mind  and 
heal  the  body.  Words  we  can  use  with  a 
smile  are  usually  positive  and  inspiring. 
The  listener  and  the  speaker  are  both 
blessed. 

Proverbs  16:24  says  it  all:  “Pleasant 
words  are  like  a  honeycomb  sweetness  to 
the  soul  and  health  to  the  body.” 

Hettie  Barker 
Frederick,  Maryland 

We  all  have  odysseys 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  an  unabashed,  unashamed  open 
letter  of  love  and  thanksgiving  to  the 


United  Methodist  Church  from  a  layman. 
In  a  time  of  embarrassing  fiscal  frugal¬ 
ity,  it  is  my  humble  “thank  you"  and 
"well  done"  to  so  many  individuals  — 
space  here  does  not  permit  their  specific 
mention. 

We  all  have  our  odysseys!  Each  jour¬ 
ney  is  unique,  scary  and  wonderful!  Yet 
as  we  travel  to  each  next  island  in  that 
sea  voyage  of  life  —  it’s  terrific  to  step  on 
occasional  terra  firma.  which  I  shall  call 
our  church:  humane,  compassionate, 
steady,  always  there!  Heaven  help  us  if 
that  were  not  so. 

Without  those  rocks  to  stand  on,  there 
would  not  be  a  place  to  hang  on!  For  our 
Jewish  brethren  and  sisters,  it’s  called 
tradition:  "How  to  know  where  you’re 
coming  from,  so  you'll  know  where 
you’re  going!” 

To  our  mother,  father,  brother,  sister 
church  in  this  world  —  and  all  too  inade¬ 
quately  from  this  humble  servant  — 
thank  you !  God  bless !  And  shalom ! 

David  C.  Phillips 
Bakersfield,  California 


be  open  to  the  Holy  Spirit’s  guidance. 

Finally  at  9:15  the  second  night,  dele¬ 
gates  chose  Bishop  White  as  their  new 
shepherd  on  the  14th  ballot.  In  a  proce¬ 
dure  followed  for  all  winners,  two  bish¬ 
ops  went  into  the  audience  to  escort  the 
new  bishop  to  the  stage. 

In  all  but  one  instance,  bishops’  wives 
escorted  the  new  bishop’s  spouse  to  the 
platform.  Bishop  Craig,  after  her  elec¬ 
tion,  stood  alone  when  she  addressed  the 
delegates.  Like  only  one  other  bishop  in 
recent  history,  retiring  Bishop  William 
R.  Cannon  of  North  Carolina,  Bishop 
Craig  has  never  married. 

Bishop  Lawson,  the  only  one  elected 
here  who  has  served  more  than  10  years 
as  a  local  church  pastor  (19),  saw  his 
vote  tally  go  up  and  down  several  times 
before  he  was  elected  on  the  ‘25th  ballot  at 
2:30  p.m.  the  third  day. 

Deadlock  feared 

A  bit  of  desperation  began  to  set  in 
among  delegates.  Mr.  Job,  Ms.  Craig, 
Mr.  Duecker  and  the  Rev.  Frank  H. 
Nestler  had  been  in  a  virtual  tie  fpp  23 
ballots,  with  never  more. than  34  votes 
separating  all  of  them.  Three  others 
also  were  receiving  many  votes. 

Balloting  sped  up  to  once  every  20  min¬ 
utes. 

At  5:10  p.m.,  on  the  30th  ballot,  dele¬ 
gates  elected  Bishop  Job,  a  former  Evan¬ 
gelical  United  Brethren  minister  from 
South  Dakota.  Thirty  ballots  was  the  pre¬ 
vious  record  set  by  North  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  delegates  in  1980. 

Everybody  withdrew  except  Bishop 
Craig  and  Dr.  Nestler,  61,  director  of  the 
Central  Illinois  Annual  Conference  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries. 

Dr.  Nestler  had  moved  ahead  of  Bishop 
Craig  on  the  8th  ballot  and  they  see¬ 
sawed  from  then  on. 

Bishop  Craig  hit  the  270-vote  mark 
(with  303  needed  for  election)  on  the  bal¬ 
lot  that  elected  Bishop  Job. 

But  her  total  began  sliding  after  dinner 
when  the  election  of  Bishop  Leontine 
Kelly  in  Boise,  Idaho,  was  announced  (see 
related  story  in  this  issue).  There  were 
shrieks  and  an  immediate  standing  ova¬ 
tion  for  Bishop  Kelly. 

The  fact  that  a  second  woman  bishop 
had  been  elected  to  replace  the  first, 
retiring  Bishop  Marjorie  Matthews  of 
Wisconsin,  caused  some  delegates  to 
think  more  strongly  about  their  concern 
about  Bishop  Craig’s  short  clergy  experi¬ 
ence  and  her  eligibility  to  serve  five  four- 
year  terms.  Other  delegates  privately 
said  they  were  concerned  that  all  three 
bishops  elected  in  the  Western  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  were  ethnic  minority  persons  and 
that  “symbolic  voting”  might  be  going 
too  far,  shutting  out  qualified  white  men; 

Bishop  Craig’s  votes  steadily  dropped 
through  the  37th  ballot  to  231. 

Dr.  Nestler  earlier  had  tried  to  move  to 
a  microphone  to  withdraw,  thus  making 
Bishop  Craig’s  election  predictable. 
However,  his  conference’s  delegation 
held  him  down. 

Bishop  Craig,  sensing  that  Dr.  Nestler 
might  consider  withdrawing,  soon 
crossed  the  gymnasium  and  asked  him 
not  to  withdraw.  Despite  heavy  pressure 
from  national  women’s  groups  last  fall 
for  her  to  be  a  candidate,  she  had  de¬ 
clined  because  she  said  she  didn’t  feel 
called  by  God  do  it.  She  changed  her 
mind  this  spring  but  told  Dr.  Nestler  she 
didn’t  want  to  be  elected  by  default. 

At  about  10  p.m.  on  the  third  night,  a 
couple  of  delegations  that  had  been 
giving  several  votes  to  Dr.  Nestler  aired 
concerns  that  Bishop  Craig’s  slide  had 
come  because  of  sexist  sentiments  that 
needed  to  be  countered. 

On  the  38th  ballot  her  votes  began  to 
rise  again.  And  at  11:05  p.m.  on  the  41st 
ballot,  she  was  elected. 


MAKE  SURE  YOUR  CHURCH  ALWAYS  ORDERS  ENOUGH! 

the  Upper  Room  alive  new!  Christian  hom€ 

M)l¥  DEVOTIONAL  GUIDE  "SgSSST  Kffi  „Sl 

THE  UPPER  ROOM.  1908  Grand  Avenue.  P.0.  Box  189.  Nashville.  TN  37202 


JULY  27,  1984 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PAGE  3 


Western: 

New  area  created:  Hispanic ,  black  woman ,  Asian  elected  bishops 


By JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

BOISE.  Idaho  —  Maybe  there’s  no 
limit  to  how  much  history  one  United 
Methodist  jurisdictional  conference  can 
make,  but  the  Western  Jurisdiction  here 
July  17-20  set  some  standards  that  will  be 
hard  to  beat. 

Its  142  voting  delegates,  representing 
500,000  United  Methodists  scattered 
across  11  states  including  Hawaii  and 
Alaska : 

•  Divided  one  annual  conference  into 
two,  creating  a  new  Los  Angeles  episco¬ 
pal  area  and  conference  and  a  new 
Phoenix  episcopal  area  and  conference 
primarily  out  of  what  had  been  one  large 
Los  Angeles  area. 

•  Elected  the  denomination’s  first  His¬ 
panic  bishop. 

•  Elected  United  Methodism’s  first 
black  woman  bishop  and  also  the  first 
person  in  the  denomination’s  history 
(dating  to  1968)  and  only  the  third  in  all  of 
Methodist  history  (the  others  in  1940  and 
1948)  across  jurisdictional  lines  (from 
one  section  of  the  country  to  another) . 

>  Elected  the  denomination’s  second 
Asian  American  bishop. 

No  other  jurisdiction  can  make  any  of 
those  claims.  But  all  this  history  making 
and  precedent  breaking  did  not  come 
without  pain. 

One  pain  was  the  knowledge,  dictated 
by  the  way  time  zones  fall,  that  other 
jurisdictional  conferences,  meeting  one 


Bishops'  assignments 

DENVER:  Bishop  Roy  Sano 

Rocky  Mtn.,  Yellowstone  confs. 

(newly  elected) 
LOS  ANGELES:  Bishop  Jack  Tuell 

Conference  not  yet  named 
(2nd  term  in  area) 
PHOENIX:  Bishop  Elios  Galvon 

Conference  not  yet  named 
(newly  elected) 
PORTLAND:  Bishop  Calvin  McConnell 

Alaska,  Ore. -Idaho  confs. 

(2nd  term  in  area) 
SAN  FRANCISCO:  Bilhop  l.on.lno  Kelly 

Calif. -Nev.  conf. 
(newly  elected) 
SEATTLE:  Bishop  Melvin  Talbert 

Pacific  Northwest  conf. 
(2nd  term  in  area) 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Every  four  years, 
an  equal  number  of  lay  and  clergy  dele¬ 
gates  from  United  Methodism’s  73  annu¬ 
al  conferences  in  the  U.S.  gather  in  five 
jurisdictional  (regional)  conferences  to 
single  out  persons  for  the  task  of  provid¬ 
ing  “spiritual  and  temporal  leadership" 
for  the  church. 

Each  jurisdictional  conference  has 
characteristics  of  its  own,  but  each  fol¬ 
lows  basically  the  same  procedure  in 
electing  bishops.  Delegates  write  the 
names  of  elders  for  whom  they  wish  to 
vote  on  ballots,  the  number  of  names 
written  being  the  same  as  the  number  of 
positions  to  fill.  Ballots  are  counted  and 
reported,  then  another  ballot  is  taken.  A 
person  is  elected  when  his  or  her  name 
appears  on  enough  ballots  —  either  60 
percent  or  two-thirds,  depending  on  the 
rules  of  the  jurisdictional  conference. 

This  procedure  continues  until  the 
number  of  elections  equals  the  number  of 
vacancies  in  the  jurisdiction.  This  year's 
elections  ranged  from  only  eight  ballots 
needed  to  elect  three  bishops  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  to  41  ballots  needed 
to  elect  four  bishops  in  the  North  Central 
Jurisdiction. 

Once  all  elections  are  completed,  bish¬ 
ops  are  consecrated  during  a  special 
worship  service,  then  are  assigned  by  the 


None  of  that  could  happen,  though, 
until  the  Western  Jurisdiction  decided 
one  of  its  oldest  questions  —  whether  to 
divide  one  or  more  of  its  seven  annual 
conferences  and  make  the  areas,  con¬ 
ferences  and  districts  smaller,  more 
manageable  and  thus  “more  missional,” 
as  the  divide-and-prosper  advocates 
claimed. 

The  final  vote  to  divide  —  111  in  favor, 
31  against  —  was  deceptive  when 
measured  against  the  debate  which 
preceded  it.  The  two  conferences  which 
ended  up  giving  up  the  most  territory  — 
primarily  the  Pacific  and  Southwest  con¬ 
ference,  less  so  the  California-Nevada 
conference  —  and  which  will  pay  the 
largest  portion  of  the  approximate 
$170,000  start-up  costs  of  the  new  con¬ 
ference  and  area  supported  it  least.  But 
even  their  delegations  had  pro-division 
spokespersons  and  voters. 


jurisdiction  to  the  areas  in  which  they 
will  serve,  just  as  are  all  United  Method¬ 
ist  ministers. 

Until  1976,  there  was  little  open  discus¬ 
sion  about  “candidates”  and  “cam¬ 
paigns.”  Open  campaigning  was  frowned 
upon  and  seldom  successful.  The  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  that  year 
adopted  a  procedure  permitting  annual 
conferences  to  endorse  one  or  more  can¬ 
didates. 

This  procedure,  along  with  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  numerous  special  interest 
groups  or  caucuses  within  the  church, 
has  revolutionized  the  atmosphere  in 
which  episcopal  elections  are  conducted. 
Some  believe  the  move  toward  open  en¬ 
dorsements,  campaigns  and  caucusing 
has  cheapened  what  traditionally  has 
been  looked  upon  as  a  sacred  procedure 
to  be  carried  out  in  an  atmosphere  of 
prayer  and  reverence.  Advocates  of  the 
new  process  contend  that  it  has  broad¬ 
ened  participation  and  that  its  results  are 
no  less  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
through  human  instruments  than  the  tra¬ 
ditional  process. 

Following  are  reports  by  Reporter 
writers  and  editors  on  the  specifics  of 
this  year’s  five  United  Methodist  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conferences  which  met  simul¬ 
taneously  last  week. 


Electronic  communication  among  the 
five  conferences  regarding  the  episcopal 
elections  quickly  indicated  to  Western 
Jurisdiction  delegates  that  what  one 
bishop  here  called  "the  frontier  issue  of 
racial  inclusiveness”  would  be  left 
largely  to  them  for  positive  action. 

The  most  talked  about  initial  electoral 
strategy  here  was  to  elect  Dr.  Sano 
quickly,  lest  his  voting  strength  ebb  and 
perhaps  fail.  He  bore  the  nomination  of 
his  own  California-Nevada  conference, 
the  vigorous  backing  of  the  Asian  Ameri¬ 
can  caucus,  and  wide  affirmation  from 
those  familiar  with  his  writings  and  his 
teaching  as  a  professor  at  the  inter¬ 
denominational  Pacific  School  of  Reli¬ 
gion  in  Berkeley,  Calif. 

After  Dr.  Sano  moved  through  the  first 
three  ballots  well  ahead  of  all  others  but 
still  about  10  votes  short  of  the  95  needed 
(out  of  142  cast)  for  election,  his  suppor¬ 


ters  convinced  enough  other  voting  dele¬ 
gates,  in  effect,  “it’s  now  or  never.’’ 

On  the  fourth  ballot  he  swept  in  easily 
with  100  votes.  And  his  success  did  not 
cost  all  other  candidates  support. 
Supporters  of  Mrs.  Kelly,  for  instance, 
held  rock-steady  with  50  votes  for  her. 
and  Dr.  Galvan  surged  a  bit  himself,  an 
early  sign  that  he  might  finally  be  chosen 
over  the  other  major  Hispanic  candidate, 
the  Rev.  Arturo  Fernandez,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  California-Nevada  Con¬ 
ference’s  Bay  View  District. 

No  more  than  an  hour  after  Bishop 
Sano’s  election,  word  spread  quickly  up 
and  down  the  hallways  of  the  spacious, 
Gothic  “Cathedral  of  the  Rockies” 
(formally  First  UMC  of  Boise),  “Leon- 
tine’s  coming!  ’’  Mrs.  Kelly  had  delivered 
her  withdrawal  speech  as  a  candidate  for 
election  in  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction, 
then  by  phone  had  assured  her  backers 
here  that  she  was  flying  out  as  soon  as 
possible. 

At  this  point  there  was  a  perceptible 
shift  in  voting  patterns.  Under  Western 
Jurisdiction  rules,  delegates  would  cast 
ballots,  then  immediately  recess  into 
caucuses.  But  instead  of  continuing  to 
meet  as  annual  conference  delegations, 
representing  the  bodies  which  elected 
them,  they  began  meeting  more  and 
more  as  special  interest  groups  —  that  is, 
as  women’s  and  inter-ethnic  caucuses 
particularly.  And  when  the  inter-ethnic 
forces  finally  galvanized  behind  one  His¬ 
panic  candidate  without  threatening 
Mrs.  Kelly’s  strength,  the  new  Hispanic 
bishop,  Dr.  Galvan,  gained  election 
rather  quickly.  He  had  come  with  the  co¬ 
nomination  of  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
conference,  which  he  serves  as  council 
on  ministries  director. 

At  that  point  Mrs.  Kelly’s  vote  total  was 
increasing  from  the  steady-50  range  to 
the  closing-in-70  range.  Having  arrived 
here  seemingly  fresh  and  bright  at  age 
64,  she  impressed  many  with  her 
evangelical  fervor  and  her  steady  deter¬ 
mination  as  she  met  for  caucus  and  dele¬ 
gation  interviews. 

When  one  of  the  last  white  male  candi¬ 
dates  withdrew  on  the  16th  ballot,  his  own 
chances  obviously  failed,  the  next  count 
was  little  more  than  a  formality.  Mrs. 
Kelly  gained  117  votes  out  of  142  cast,  the 


jurisdiction’s  highest.  She  is  the 
denomination’s  chief  executive  for 
evangelism  as  an  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship. 

At  about  the  conference’s  mid-point, 
with  Bishop  Sano  elected  and  with  the 
Hispanics  moving  toward  unity,  white 
male  delegates  from  several  conferences 
attempted  to  develop  a  strategy  of  their 
own.  But  many  conference  delegations 
held  firm  behind  their  own  “favorite 
son”  candidates  and  others  held  equally 
firm  in  their  refusal  to  vote  for  one  or 
another  white  male  candidate. 

The  lack  of  coalescence  and  success 
seemed  particularly  painful  for  the  Rev. 
Richard  Cain,  president  of  United  Metho¬ 
dism’s  School  of  Theology  at  Claremont, 
Calif.  In  1972  and  again  in  1980  ( the  juris¬ 
diction  had  no  retirements  and  thus  no 
elections  in  1976),  Dr.  Cain  had  been  a 
strong  candidate,  he  was  one  of  the 
Western  Jurisdiction’s  never-give-up 
contestants  in  the  famous  elections  of 
1980  which  went  to  the  47th  ballot  before 


BishoD  McConnell  came  from  far  back  to 
be  elected 

Most  delegates  here,  even  those  who 
said  out  loud  that  they  could  not  vote  for 
him,  acknowledged  that  Dr.  Cain  has 
pre-eminent  experience  across  the  total 
church,  having  held  major  general 
church  positions  since  at  least  1968.  But 
his  53  votes  on  the  first  ballot  were  his 
highest  total,  and  he  trailed  even  the 
absent  Mrs.  Kelly  on  all  ballots  except 
one,  the  8th,  when  he  topped  her  by  one 
vote. 

Mrs.  Kelly  may  have  put  the  matter  in 
the  best  perspective  during  her  interview 
with  the  Pacific  and  Southwest  conference 
delegation,  which  was  uncertain  not  only 
about  supporting  her  but  also  split  in 
its  loyalties  to  Dr.  Galvan  and  Dr.  Cain. 

Where,  she  was  asked,  did  she  see  God 
at  work  in  the  elections  process?  She 
answered  with  a  smile,  “Where  two  or 
three  are  gathered  together,  the  spirit 
may  make  it,  but  politics  always  does." 
Less  than  six  hours  later  she  was  Bishop 
Kelly. 


South  Central: 

Three  bishops  elected  in  8  ballots ,  but  assignments  to  areas  prove  agonizing 


and  two  hours  earlier  “back  east”  had 
failed  to  elect  a  Hispanic  bishop  and,  at 
least  until  quite  late,  had  not  elected  a 
woman  bishop. 

The  other  pain  was  the  feeling  that  the 
Western  Jurisdiction,  with  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  richest  ethnic  and  racial  inclusive¬ 
ness,  had  to  decide  whether  to  be,  as  one 
delegate  put  it,  “the  conscience  of  the 
denomination”  in  matters  of  inclusive 
leadership. 

This  meant,  finally,  with  three  ethnic 
mihoHty  persons  elected,  that  no  white 
male  was  elected  a  bishop  here  though 
several  candidates  had  spirited  endorse¬ 
ments  of  their  own  annual  conferences 
and  at  least  four  tallied  well  but  never 
well  enough  in  the  balloting. 

When  balloting  ended  July  19,  the 
Western  Jurisdiction  had  elected  the 
Rev.  Roy  I.  Sano,  an  Asian  American, 
from  Berkeley,  Calif,  on  the  fourth 
ballot;  the  Rev.  Elias  Galvan,  an  His¬ 
panic  American  from  Los  Angeles,  on  the 
14th  ballot,  and  the  Rev.  Leontine  T.  C. 
Kelley,  a  black  clergywoman  from  Nash¬ 
ville,  on  the  17th  ballot. 

Along  with  ongoing  Bishops  Jack  Tuell 
(Los  Angeles  Area)  and  Calvin  Mc¬ 
Connell,  (Portland  Area)  both  white, 
and  Melvin  Talbert,  (Seattle  Area) 
black,  they  make  up  by  far  the 
denomination’s  most  racially  inclusive 
jurisdictional  college  of  bishops. 

Addition  of  the  sixth  episcopal  area 
and  its  bishop  gives  the  Western  Juris¬ 
diction  new  strength  and  size  in  the 
general  church.  What  this  means,  strate¬ 
gists  here  pointed  out,  is  that  its  bishops 
won’t  have  to  be  stretched  so  thin  or  be 
absent  from  their  home  areas  so  often 
while  guaranteeing  Western  Jurisdiction 
representation  on  general  church  boards 
and  agencies. 


By  DAN  LOUIS 
and  ROBERTA  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editors 

LUBBOCK  —  Delegates  to  the  South 
Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  meeting  here 
last  week  took  only  eight  ballots  and  less 
than  24  hours  to  elect  three  new  bishops. 
But  then  the  delegates  had  to  wait  out  an 
agonizing,  day-long  process  to  learn  just 
before  midnight  July  18  where  the  new 
bishops  and  seven  incumbent  bishops 
would  be  assigned. 

The  election  of  three  Anglo  pastors  of 
large  congregations  muted  the  hope  — 
and  strong  expectations  of  some  —  that 
United  Methodism’s  first  Hispanic 
bishop  would  be  elected  here.  The  lead¬ 
ing  Hispanic  candidate,  the  Rev.  Noe  E. 
Gonzales,  finished  third  on  the  first  ballot 
and  in  the  “first  runnerup”  position  on 
all  subsequent  ballots. 

The  first  new  bishop  elected  was  the 
Rev.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  pastor  of  the 
3500-member  First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge, 
La.  (Louisiana  Conference),  with  253 
votes  on  the  fourth  ballot  announced  at 
8:19  p.m.  on  the  conference’s  first  day. 
Only  moments  later  the  election  of  the 
Rev.  Walter  Underwood,  pastor  of  the 
7200-member  St.  Luke’s  UMC  in  Houston 
(Texas  Conference)  with  223  votes  on  the 
same  ballot  was  announced.  Election  on 
the  fourth  ballot  required  220  votes  out  of 


366  cast.  This  is  only  the  second  time  in 
the  jurisdiction’s  history  that  two  bishops 
were  elected  on  the  same  ballot. 

The  third  election  came  the  next  day  at 
9:50  a.m.  The  Rev.  Richard  B.  Wilke, 
pastor  of  the  3000-member  First  UMC  in 
Wichita,  Kans.  (Kansas  West  Confer¬ 
ence)  received  232  votes  on  the  eighth 
ballot.  A  total  of  218  votes  were  needed 
for  election. 

These  three  newly  elected  bishops  will 
join  seven  continuing  bishops  on  Sept.  1 
Only  four  persons  —  other  than  Bishop 
Wilke  —  were  still  receiving  votes  on  the 
final  ballot.  Dr.  Gonzales  of  the  Rio 
Grande  Annual  Conference  received  82 
votes  on  the  last  ballot,  after  hitting  a 
high  of  119  votes  on  the  third  ballot.  The 
Rev.  B.  C.  Goodwin  of  the  New  Mexico 
Annual  Conference  had  40  votes  on  the 
last  ballot,  after  a  high  of  75  votes  on  the 
first  ballot.  The  Rev.  Lycurgus  M. 
Starkey  Jr.  of  the  Missouri  East  Annual 
Conference  had  six  votes  on  the  last 
ballot  after  a  high  of  71  votes  on  the 
second  ballot.  The  Rev.  Jean  Marie 
Grabher  of  the  Kansas  East  Annual 
Conference  finished  with  two  votes 
following  a  high  of  74  votes  on  the  first 
ballot.  Ms.  Grabher  was  the  first  woman 
candidate  for  the  episcopacy  in  the 
history  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

The  Rev.  Roberto  Escamilla  of  the 
Southwest  Texas  Annual  Conference, 
who  has  received  support  during  several 
previous  elections  but  who  did  not  have 
the  endorsement  of  an  annual  conference 
or  delegation  this  year,  withdrew  after 
the  first  ballot  on  which  he  received  20 
votes.  Dr.  Escamilla’s  candidacy  was  af¬ 
firmed  by  Methodists  Associated  Repre¬ 
senting  the  Cause  of  Hispanic  Americans 
(MARCHA). 

With  the  election  of  all  the  new  bishops 
completed  on  Wednesday  morning,  the 
jurisdiction’s  Committee  on  Episcopacy 
moved  into  action  to  complete  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  assigning  the  bishops  to  episcopal 
areas. 

After  several  hours,  reports  began  to 
come  back  to  delegations  that  what  is  us¬ 
ually  a  rather  routine  assignments  task 
had  hit  some  troublesome  snags.  Report¬ 
edly  assignments  to  all  the  conferences 
but  one  were  tentatively  worked  out.  but 
the  remaining  conference  was  express¬ 
ing  resistance  to  receiving  the  remaining 
bishop.  The  situation  was  further  compli¬ 
cated  by  resistance  from  at  least  one 
bishop  or  area  to  each  of  the  alternate  so¬ 
lutions  proposed  in  the  Committee  on 
Episcopacy. 

Throughout  the  afternoon  and  on  into 
the  evening,  delegates  and  observers 
heard  unofficial  reports  of  various  com¬ 
binations  that  were  under  consideration. 
At  one  point  it  was  even  reported  that  the 
committee  might  re-assign  all  bishops. 

About  10  p.m.,  well  after  other  business 
of  the  conference  was  concluded,  word 
was  passed  among  the  delegates,  press 
and  observers  now  impatiently  waiting 
in  the  lobby  of  the  Lubbock  Civic  Center, 
that  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  would 
be  prepared  to  report  to  the  conference 
at  11  p.m.  Shortly  after  11  o’clock  the 
committee  did  report  the  assignments  of 
10  bishops  to  10  areas  —  apparently  the 


Bishops'  assignments 

ARKANSAS:  Bifhop  Richard  Wilke 

Little  Rock.'N.  Ark.  confs. 

(newly  elected) 
DALLAS/FT.  WORTH:  Bishop  John  Russell 

Cent.  Texas,  N.  Texas  confs. 

(2nd  term  in  area) 
Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks 
Kan.  East,  Kan.  West  confs. 
(moving  from  ARKANSAS) 
Bishop  Benjamin  Oliphint 
Texas  conf. 
(moving  from  KANSAS) 
Bishop  Walter  Underwood 
La.  conf. 
(newly  elected) 
Bishop  W.T.  Handy 
Mo.  East,  Mo.  West  confs. 

(2nd  term  In  area) 
Bishop  Woodrow  Hearn 
Neb.  conf. 
(newly  elected) 
Bishop  Louis  Schowengerdt 
NW  Texas.  N.M.  confs. 
(2nd  term  in  area) 
Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt 
Okla.,  Okla.  Indian  confs. 

(2nd  term  in  area) 
SAN  ANTONIO:  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon 

Rio  Grande.  SW  Texas  confs. 

(2nd  term  in  area) 


result  of  at  least  two  bishops  and  areas 
agreeing  to  assignments  other  than  their 
first  choices. 

Earlier  in  the  afternoon,  and  before  the 
assignment  process  captured  center 
stage,  Hispanic  delegates  expressed 
keen  disappointment  at  a  press  confer¬ 
ence  regarding  the  jurisdiction’s  failure 
to  elect  an  Hispanic  bishop. 

“We  do  not  believe  we  have  failed,” 
said  the  Rev.  Jose  Palos,  council  on  min¬ 
istries  director  of  the  Rio  Grande  Annual 
Conference  and  president  of  MARCHA. 
which  is  the  national  Hispanic  UM 
caucus  that  had  also  affirmed  Dr.  Gon¬ 
zales’  candidacy. 

“We  have  done  everything  that  has 
been  asked  of  us,"  Dr.  Palos  said.  “We 
have  come  together  behind  one  good 
representaive.  I  believe  the  failure  to 
elect  a  Hispanic  says  more  about  the 
character  of  the  conference  than  it  does 
about  us.  We  have  done  our  part.” 

Asked  about  how  one  might  discern  the 
will  of  God  in  the  election  process,  and 
particularly  regarding  the  election  of  an 
Hispanic,  Bishop  Underwood  said. 
“Sometimes  at  the  moment  of  triumph  or 
defeat  we  cannot  delineate  the  divine  will 
and  we  can  only  see  God’s  will  in  retro¬ 
spect.  I  hope  that  in  retrospect  we  can 
see  divine  will  in  this.”  He  added.  “I  do 
feel  certain  that  I  do  not  see  any  anti- 
Hispanic  feeling  in  this  conference  .” 

The  three  new  episcopal  leaders,  all 
with  many  years’  experience  as  pastors 
of  local  congregations,  expressed  strong 
beliefs  that  the  church’s  future  rests  in 
great  part  in  the  local  church. 

“I  believe  we  are  moving  to  a  congre¬ 
gational-driven  power  structure,” 
Bishop  Underwood  said,  “where  our 
primary  need  is  to  respond  to  the  needs 
of  the  people."  He  also  said  that 
evangelism  “will  be  a  number  one 


priority  for  me”  and  that  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  local  churches  and  local  church 
leaders  for  evangelism  is  critical. 

Bishop  Wilke,  who  appeared  over¬ 
whelmed  at  being  the  first  bishop  to  be 
elected  from  the  Kansas  West  Annual 
Conference  “since  God  created  Adam 
and  Eve.”  said  he  hopes,  among  other 
things,  to  help  clergy  and  lay  couples  re¬ 
affirm  their  marriages,  an  area  in  which 
he  has  had  considerable  experience.  He 
also  described  a  church  growth  strategy 
he  has  used  succesfully:  developing 
adult  church  school  classes  along  the 
lines  of  the  traditional  Wesley  class 
meetings  in  which  groups  of  people  come 
for  nurture  and  give  spiritual  support 
to  one  another. 

Each  of  the  three  new  bishops  said  he 
believes  high  visibility  of  the  bishop  in 
his  assigned  area  is  important.  “I  believe 
it  is  beneficial  to  the  church,”  said 
Bishop  Hearn.  “The  bishop  and  his  office 
are  a  symbol  of  the  church  and  the  faith 
we  represent,  and  that  symbol  needs  to 
create  a  positive  awareness  of  the  church 
and  our  faith  among  the  public.  ” 

Bishop  Hearn,  53,  has  served  churches 
in  Medford,  Mass.,  and  Lafayette, 
Shreveport,  and  New  Orleans,  in  Louisi¬ 
ana,  and  for  the  last  10  years  has  been 
the  pastor  at  First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Bishop  Underwood,  58,  has  served 
churches  in  the  Texas,  North  Texas,  and 
Central  Texas  Annual  Conferences.  He 
was  an  associate  pastor  in  Dallas,  and 
has  been  senior  pastor  in  Denison. 


Wichita  Falls,  and  Fort  Worth.  He  was  a 
district  superintendent  in  Dallas. 

Bishop  Wilke,  53,  has  served  churches 
in  Salina,  Wichita,  and  Scadia,  Kans.  He 
also  has  been  a  district  superintendent. 
He  has  served  as  senior  pastor  at  First 
UMC  in  Wichita  since  1974. 

In  other  actions,  the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Conference  delegates 
accepted  a  boundary  revision  proposal 
from  the  New  Mexico  Annual  Conference 
to  include  a  small  area  of  Utah  in  the 
New  Mexico  conference.  The  revised 
boundary  will  bring  into  the  conference 
some  Navajo  Indian  congregations  and 
complete  the  task  begun  in  1980  of 
consolidating  United  Methodism’s  work 
in  the  Navajo  Nation  into  one  annual 
conference  in  one  jurisdiction. 

A  proposed  new  $5  million,  4-year 
apportionment  for  capital  improvements 
at  Perkins  and  St.  Paul’s  Schools  of 
Theology  had  been  expected  to  draw  con¬ 
siderable  debate.  The  proposal  was 
endorsed  by  the  jurisdictional  council  on 
finance  and  administraion.  Soon  after  it 
was  presented,  however,  an  amendment 
was  offered  and  approved  changing  the 
word  “apportionment”  to  “fair  share 
goals.”  With  the  reduced  degree  of 
obligation  thus  left  to  each  annual 
conference,  the  admended  report  passed 
with  little  other  debate.  Shortly  after  its 
approval  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  treasurer  presented  a  check  for 
$10,000  as  partial  payment  of  that  confer¬ 
ence’s  fair  share  goal. 
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"The  Reporter  has  for  12  years  now  been  a  vital  part  of  our 
ministry  of  communications.  As  a  vehicle  for  our  local  church 
news  and  commentary it  is  an  invaluable  tool.  The  inside 
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The  Reporter  is  a  vital  part  of  our  total  ministry .  ” 


In  1972  at  the  Jurisdictional  Conference  — 
a  flame  was  sparked  to  begin  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  church  edition  —  which 
still  burns  brightly  for  the  congregation  of 
First  UMC,  Omaha,  Nebraska,  and  pastor 
Roger  Bourland. 

Thanks,  Roger.  Nearly  400  churches  have 
joined  you  in  finding  a  Reporter  edition 
vital  to  their  communication  needs.  With 
each  church’s  news  as  a  top  priority  on  page  1 ;  the  saving  of  staff  time; 
professionally  prepared  newspaper  format,  and  individuality 
encouraged  for  each  church,  the  Reporter  is  capable  of  serving  any 
church  —  large  or  small  —  with  its  own  edition. 

For  more  information,  including  cost  estimates,  contact  William  C.  Strickland,  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dept.  J,  Dallas,  Texas  75222,  Or  call  (214)  630-6495. 
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First  black  bishop  elected  by  ‘ old  Confederacy  ’  region 


JULY  27,  1984 


Southeastern 

Bishop  Newman 


Bishop  Jones 


Bishop  Eutsler 


Bishop  Morgan  Bishop  Knox 


By  DOUGLAS  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  -  The 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  covering  the 
heart  of  the  old  Confederacy,  elected  its 
first  black  United  Methodist  bishop  here 
last  week. 

The  nine-state  area,  home  to  one-third 
of  all  United  Methodists,  also  supplied 
the  church’s  first  black  woman  bishop  — 
not  for  itself  but  for  the  Western  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  ( see  related  story  in  this  issue ) . 

The  jurisdiction’s  576  delegates  be¬ 
tween  July  17  and  21  filled  the  area’s 
other  five  episcopal  vacancies  with  men 
known  for  their  abilities  as  local  pastors 
and  their  expressed  desires  to  help 
strengthen  United  Methodist  evangelism 
efforts. 

Florida  provides  first  black 

The  Rev.  Ernest  W.  Newman,  56, 
superintendent  of  the  DeLand  District  in 
the  Florida  Annual  Conference,  became 
the  first  black  person  elected  to  the  epis¬ 
copacy  from  the  Southeast  since  the 
United  Methodist  Church  was  formed  in 
1968.  He  won  a  place  as  one  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  general  superintendents 
July  18  on  the  ninth  of  17  ballots. 

The  Rev.  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly,  chief 
executive  for  evangelism  at  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  a  delegate 
here  from  the  Virginia  conference,  re¬ 
ceived  votes  in  three  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ferences  but  was  elected  in  the  Western 
Jurisdiction.  (Candidates  do  not  have  to 
live  in  the  jurisdiction  in  which  they  are 
elected.) 

Mrs.  Kelly  withdrew  her  name  from 
consideration  in  the  Southeastern  Juris- 
dictioB-after  receiving  43  votes  on  the 
sixth  ballot. 

“My  ministry  was  in  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction,  as  was  my  husband’s  before 
me,’’  Mrs.  Kelly  told  the  delegates  from 
16  annual  conferences  and  one  mis¬ 
sionary  conference.  “Although  I  reluc¬ 
tantly  withdraw  the  only  female  name  on 
the  slate,  I  pray  God’s  blessing  on  the  en¬ 
tire  process." 

Mrs.  Kelly  then  left  this  century-old 
meeting  ground  in  western  North  Caro¬ 
lina  for  Boise,  Idaho,  to  attend  the  Wes¬ 
tern  Jurisdictional  Conference.  Dele¬ 
gates  there  elected  her  to  the  episcopacy 
on  the  17th  ballot  —  about  24  hours  after 
she  had  withdrawn  from  the  race  in  her 
home  region. 

The  61 -year-old  Stuart  Auditorium 
here  erupted  with  cheers  and  applause 
when  news  of  Bishop  Kelly’s  election  ar¬ 
rived  from  Idaho. 

Church  unity  affirmed 


mitment  to  full  participation  of  all  mem¬ 
bers." 

Others  who  were  elected  and  later  con¬ 
secrated  as  United  Methodist  bishops  in 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  were : 

•  The  Rev.  Ralph  Kern  Eutsler,  64, 
council  on  ministries  director,  Virginia 
conference. 

•  The  Rev.  Ernest  Fitzgerald,  58,  sen¬ 
ior  pastor  of  the  3,200-member  West  Mar¬ 
ket  Street  UMC  in  Greensboro,  N.C. 

•  The  Rev.  L.  Bevel  Jones  III,  58,  sen¬ 
ior  pastor  of  Northside  UMC  in  Atlanta. 

•  The  Rev.  James  Lloyd  Knox,  55,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  2500  member  First  UMC  in  St. 
Petersburg,  Fla. 

•  The  Rev.  Robert  C.  Morgan,  50,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  4,000-member  Vestavia  UMC  in 
Birmingham,  Ala. 

The  new  bishops  were  elected  to  re¬ 
place  the  following  bishops  who  have 
reached  mandatory  retirement  age: 

Bishops  L.  Scott  Allen  (elected  in  1967), 


Bishops'  assignments 


ATLANTA: 

Bishop  Ernast  Fltzgarald 
N.  Go.,  S.  Ga.  confs. 
(nawly  alactad) 

BIRMINGHAM: 

Bishop  J.  Lloyd  Knox 
N.  Ala.,  Ala-W.  Fla.  confs. 

(nawly  alactad) 

CHARLOTTE: 

Bishop  Baval  Jonas 
Wast.  N.  C.  conf. 
(nawly  alactad) 

COLUMBIA: 

Bishop  Roy  Clark 
S.C.  conf. 
(2nd  tarm  in  araa) 

FLORIDA: 

Bishop  Earl  Hunt 
Fla.  conf. 
(2nd  tarm  in  araa) 

HOLSTON: 

Bishop  Kam  Eutslar 
Holston  conf. 
(nawly  alactad) 

JACKSON: 

Bishop  Robart  Morgan 
Miss.,  N.  Miss,  confs. 
(nawly  alactad) 

LOUISVILLE: 

Bishop  Paul  Duffay 
Ky.,  Louisvilla,  Rad  Bird  confs. 

(2nd  tarm  in  araa) 

NASHVILLE: 

Bishop  Ernast  Nawman 
Mamphis.  Tann.  confs. 
(nawly  alactad) 

RALEIGH: 

Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick 
N.C.  conf. 
(moving  from  JACKSON) 

RICHMOND: 

Bishop  Robart  Blackburn 
Va.  conf. 

William  R.  Cannon  (elected  in  1968),  H. 
Ellis  Finger  Jr.  (elected  in  1964),  Joel 
McDavid  (elected  in  1972),  Frank  L 
Robertson  (elected  in  1972)  and  Edward 
L.  Tullis  (elected  in  1972).  They  will  offi¬ 
cially  retire  on  Aug.  31. 

Delegates  from  the  UMC’s  numeri¬ 
cally  largest  jurisdiction  made  more  his¬ 
tory  than  just  electing  their  first  black 
bishop. 

Representatives  of  the  region’s  2.9  mil¬ 
lion  United  Methodists  tapped  Bishops 
Eutsler  and  Fitzgerald  on  the  first  ballot 
from  60  vote-getters.  No  region  had  se¬ 
lected  two  candidates  on  the  first  ballot 
since  the  start  of  the  jurisdictional-elec¬ 
tion  system  in  1940,  said  Dr.  Joseph  Mit¬ 
chell,  author  of  a  history  of  episcopal 
elections  in  the  region. 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  had 
never  elected  two  bishops  from  the  same 
annual  conference  at  the  same  meeting, 
said  Dr.  Mitchell,  professor  of  philosophy 
and  religion  at  Troy  State  University. 
Troy,  Ala.  Bishops  Knox  and  Newman 
both  came  from  the  Florida  conference. 

Bishop  Eutsler  is  the  southeast’s  first 
episcopal  leader  who  can  serve  just  one 
four-year  term.  Dr.  Mitchell  said. 

Bishop  Knox  is  the  region’s  first  bishop 
with  missionary  experience,  Dr.  Mitchell 
said.  Bishop  Knox  served  in  Cuba  before 
the  communist  take-over  in  1959  and 
later  in  Argentina. 

Bishop  Newman’s  election  on  the  ninth 
ballot  brought  cheers  and  a  standing  ova¬ 
tion.  Delegates  and  friends  mobbed  the 
bishop-elect,  embracing  him  and  offer¬ 
ing  congratulations. 

12-year  effort  eliminated 

His  election  climaxed  a  12-year  effort 
by  black  delegates  in  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  to  elect  an  ethnic-minority 
person  to  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

Although  the  region  contains  155,000 
black  United  Methodists  or  about  43  per¬ 
cent  of  the  denomination’s  total  black 
membership,  —  the  Southeastern  Juris¬ 
diction  had  not  previously  elected  a  black 
bishop.  Each  of  the  other  four  juris¬ 
dictions  with  smaller  black  member¬ 
ships  had,  however,  chosen  blacks  for  the 
episcopacy. 

Retiring  Bishop  Allen,  previously  the 
area’s  only  black  bishop,  was  elected  by 
the  racially  segregated  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  the  former  Methodist  Church. 


The  election  of  a  black  bishop  did  not 
surprise  delegates  or  observers.  Many 
groups  within  the  jurisdiction  had  made 
such  an  election  a  priority  for  1984. 

In  February  the  jurisdiction's  district 
superintendents  passed  a  resolution  call¬ 
ing  for  the  election  at  least  one  black 
bishop. 

Delegates  received  a  report  from  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Task  Force  on 
Religion  and  Race  during  the  first  ple¬ 
nary  session  calling  for  selection  of  two 
black  bishops. 

Mr.  Newman  had  trailed  another  black 
candidate,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Bethea,  51,  of 
the  North  Carolina  conference,  on  the 
first  seven  ballots.  Then  on  the  eighth 
ballot,  Mr.  Newman  fell  just  four  votes 
short  of  the  343  needed  for  election.  On 
the  ninth  ballot  he  garnered  392. 

Before  going  to  his  assignment  on  the 
DeLand  district,  Bishop  Newman  was  the 
first  black  pastor  of  a  major  all-white 
church  in  the  Florida  conference.  He 
served  the  2,200-member  Plantation 
UMC  in  a  Fort  Lauderdale  suburb  from 
1977  to  1982.  During  that  time  he  said  the 
congregation  added  825  members. 

Bishop  Newman  said  he  would  strongly 
emphasize  evangelism  during  his  tenure 
as  a  bishop. 

“I  think  the  United  Methodist  Church 
needs  to  be  about  its  call  —  to  evangelize 
the  world,"  the  new  bishop  said.  “I  think 
one  of  the  most  urgent  calls  of  the  church 
is  the  need  to  turn  attention  to  (increas¬ 
ing  church  membership  by)  professions 
of  faith.” 

Bishop  Eutsler  said  he  intends  to  push 
efforts  that  will  “confront  people  with  the 
ethical  implications  the  Gospel  has  on 
our  daily  lives.”  He  said  he  wants  to  help 
local  churches  take  a  fresh  look  at  evan¬ 
gelism  and  move  it  “beyond  personal 
piety  to  total  life  commitment.” 

The  new  bishop  also  cited  church 
development  as  a  “vital  form  of  evange¬ 
lism”  he  intends  to  pursue. 

Bishop  Eutsler  has  spent  26  years  as  a 
local  pastor  and  14  years  in  adminis¬ 
trative  church  posts. 

Bishop  Fitzgerald  said  that  since  he 
has  spent  his  entire  ministry  as  a  local 
pastor,  he  will  place  a  priority  on  ways  to 
strengthen  local  churches  and  bring 
about  intentional  growth. 

Bishop  Jones  said  his  first  concern  in 
his  new  assignment  will  be  to  get  to  know 
the  conference  ministers  and  lay  people. 


“I  see  the  role  of  bishop  as  being  a  pas¬ 
tor  as  well  as  a  superintendent,”  he  said. 
“There  is  a  hunger  in  the  church  to  know 
one  another  so  we  can  work  more  effec¬ 
tively  together  and  be  in  ministry  to¬ 
gether. 

Bishop  Knox  said  he  would  combine 
evangelistic  and  missional  concerns  in 
his  role  as  bishop. 

“The  problem  I  see  today  is  that  the 
church  does  not  have  an  in-depth,  bibli¬ 
cal  understanding  of  its  reason  for 
being,”  the  bishop  said.  “Therefore,  we 
have  to  help  the  local  churches  redefine 
their  whole  understanding  of  what  it 
means  to  be  people  of  God  in  this  world. 
Jesus  Christ  has  called  us  to  be  covenant 
people  witnessing  to  the  vital  and  vibrant 
faith  in  Christ.” 


Besides  his  work  in  Cuba  and  Argen¬ 
tina,  Bishop  Knox  has  served  churches  in 
Florida. 

Bishop  Morgan  said  he  would  stress 
improving  the  quality  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  discipleship. 

“The  critical  evidence  of  our  poor 
quality  discipleship  is  the  continuing  loss 
of  members,”  he  said.  “For  too  long  we 
have  given  poor  excuses  for  this  decline. 
But  when  the  local  church  is  busy 
‘making  disciples’  and  not  just  ‘getting 
members,’  there  will  be  a  contagious 
aliveness.” 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdiction’s  elec¬ 
tion  process  dashed  another  tradition 
this  year,  according  to  Dr.  Mitchell.  Not 
one  of  the  major  candidates  came  from 
academic  posts. 


(2nd  farm  in  araa) 

Northeastern : 


The  conference  then  passed  a  resolu¬ 
tion,  offered  by  The  Rev.  Cheryl  H. 
Davidson  of  the  Virginia  conference,  ex¬ 
pressing  “joy  and  pride”  at  the  election 
^nd  savine  Bishop  Kelly’s  selection 
“affirms  our  unity  as  a  church  and  com- 


Introducing 
“Journeys 
Through 
Faith” 
performed  by 
Mrs.  Carol 
Bellgrau 

A  complete  worship  service  in¬ 
volving  solo  songs,  scripture,  prayer, 
congregational  singing,  and  story¬ 
telling. 

Carol  has  previously  served  in 
over  30  churches  in  the  Holston, 
Tennessee,  and  Memphis  Confer¬ 
ences.  She  is  expanding  to  a  nation¬ 
wide  ministry. 

For  more  information  write: 

Bellcaro  Ministries 
Ray  and  Carol  Bellgrau 
228  Saunders  Ferry  Rd.  #  112 
Hendersonville,  TN  37075 

or  call  (615  )  822-6528 


‘^uota’ 

By  STEPHEN  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

ANNVILLE,  Pa.  —  While  Democratic 
Party  Delegates  in  San  Francisco 
debated  racial  “quotas,”  delegates  to 
United  Methodism’s  Northeastern  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference  meeting  here  “went 
beyond  the  quota  system,"  as  one  ob¬ 
server  put  it,  and  elected  ethnic  minority 
persons  to  two  of  three  available  posi¬ 
tions  for  bishop. 

The  Rev.  Felton  E.  May,  council  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Peninsula  annual  conference, 
and  the  Rev.  Forrest  C.  Stith,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Washington  East  District 
(Baltimore  Conference),  both  black, 
were  joined  by  the  Rev.  Neil  L.  Irons, 
superintendent  of  the  Romney  District 
(West  Virginia  Conference)  and  con¬ 
secrated  on  July  19  as  bishops  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

“This  is  an  historic  moment  in  our 
jurisdiction,”  retiring  Bishop  D. 
Frederick  Wertz  said,  referring  to  the 
election  of  more  minority  persons  than 
required  simply  to  “replace”  Bishop  Roy 
Nichols,  who  retired.  One  delegate  called 
the  elections  of  Bishop  May  and  Bishop 
Stith  a  ‘beautiful  thing”  and  a  sign  that 
the  “Holy  Spirit  was  at  work"  last  week 
on  the  campus  of  United  Methodist- 
related  Lebanon  Valley  College. 

“We’ve  apparently  reached  the  point 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance 

PRESERVE  YOUR  OWN  Church's  History !  Publish 
It.  Celebrate  its  anniversary.  Free  brochure, 
estimates  Wealsospecializein  group  cookbooks  and 
family  histories.  Sanders  Printing.  Box  160-Ml. 
Garretson.  SD  57030  <  605  i  594-3427 

THE  WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  Conference  of 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  seeking  a  Director  of 
Ethnic  Minority  Concerns  for  Conference  staff,  to 
strengthen  minority  churches  and  work  with  groups 
on  issues  of  racism.  Salary  range  $17 .500-S21 .500  plus 
benefits  Send  resume  by  August  15  to  The  Rev  Paul 

E  Schrading.  Council  Director.  United  Methodist 
Center.  223  Fourth  Avenue.  Pittsburgh.  PA  15222. 

FULL  TIME  ST  AFT  Position  —  Youth  Specialist  for 
2.600  member  UMC.  Clergy  or  lay  Salary/benefits 
negotiable  Primary  responsibility  youth  work. 
Resume  to  DeWane  Zimmerman.  5510  North 
Central.  Phoenix.  Arizona  85012.  ; 

WANTED:  Administrator  for  Red  Bird  Hospital  in 
the  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference  Located  in  a 
rural,  mountain  area  of  Southeastern  Kentucky,  this 
health  care  institution  provides  a  wide  range  of 
medical  and  dental  services.  Red  Bird  Hospital  is  a 
project  related  to  the  National  Program  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Please  send  resumes  to:  Personnel 
Manager.  Red  Bird  Hospital.  Beverly.  KY  40913. 
(606!  598-5135. 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Youth 
Ministries  for  growing  1.700  member  church. 
Dynamic,  established  program  Great  location. 
Degreeequi  valent  experience  desired  Salary 
negotiable  Resumes  to  Rev  Bill  Hutchinson.  St 
Paul's  UMC,  Box  696.  Las  Cruces.  NM  88001.  or 
phone  -  505 1  526-6689 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Music/Youth  Director 
Could  use  Christian  Educator  strong  in  Youth 
Ministry-  Salary  negotiable  based  on  experience 
Send  resume  to:  Rev  R  Eugene  Jonte.  P.O  Box  127. 
Jasper.  Texas  75951. 

AFFIRMATION:  United  Methodist  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns.  P.O.  Box  1021.  Evanston.  IL  60204 

DIRECTOR/REGIONAL:  Amnesty  International 
USA  seeks  Southern  Regional  Director.  Overall 
responsibility  for  developing  int  I  human  rights 
programs  in  the  13  southern  slates  organizing  and 
servicing  local  chapters,  press  work,  campaigns, 
fundraising-  Salary  negotiable  EOE  Resume,  self- 
addressed  envelope  to:  C  Isakov.  AIUSA.  304  W  58th 
Street.  NYC  10019.  Deadline  August  1 .  i 

EDUCATIONAL  ASSISTANT  -  CAMP  Director  for 
800  member  church  with  year  round  program  of 
Christian  Education  and  summer  camping  for 
children  and  youth  in  church  owned  camp.  Available 
to  work  September  1.  1984  Resumes  accepted 
through  August  15th  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable. 
Centenary  United  Methodist  Church.  P  O  Box  167. 
Quincy.  FI  32351  Phone  <  904  *  627-9226 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  Lay  or  clergy,  to  work  with 

EXPERIENCE  INDIA  with  Bob  Nave,  former  UM 
Missionary  Speaks  fluent  Hindi  24  day  tours  Oct. 
and  Jan  Has  conducted  6  India  tours.  Free 
brochures  from  5835  Lynda  le  Avenue  South. 
Minneapolis.  MN  55419 

strong  youth  program.  Must  have  experience  in 
youth  work  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume, 
references  and  photo  to  Mrs  Norine  J  Altman. 
Business  Administrator.  St  Matthew  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  1200  Moreland  Drive.  Belleville.  IL 

THIS  ONE  THING  I  DO  by  Dr  Evelyn  Miller 
Berger,  tells  the  story  of  Alice  Weed,  a  dedicated 
missionary  in  China  and  Costa  Rica.  Money  from 
books  ordered  from  Alice  can  be  sent  directly  to  your 
missions  project.  Suggested  sale  price  $7.50.  Write: 
Alice  Weed,  8600  Skyline  Drive.  Dallas,  TX  75243  or 
Call:  (2141  343-9486.  Available  from  Cokesbury 

HANDBELLS  ADD  AN  Indefinable  extension  toyour 
church's  ministry  Write  or  call  Claude  Ward  Asso¬ 
ciates.  3616  Coral  Gables  Drive.  Dallas.  TX  75229 
(214*357-0017 

VIDEO  EQUIPMENT  FOR  SALE:  2  Color  Studio 

FOR  SALE  Summer  Cottage,  histone  Methodist 
Campground,  DesPlauies,  IL  2  stories.  6  rooms 
screened  porch,  swing  Reroofed,  repainted  1984 
Furnished  Equipped  kitchen  Only  Methodists  can 
purchase  $8  000  <312>  824^129 

Character  Generator.  2-5  inch  B/W  monitors.  1-5  inch 
color  monitors.  Pedestals,  heads,  extra  handles, 
cables.  RCU's.  etc.  Complete  list  and  price  Rev 
Ralph  E  Rivers.  P.O.  Box  121.  Emerson.  Georgia 
30137 

toppled  with  two  blacks  among  three  men  elected  as  bishops 


in  our  jurisdiction  where  race  is  not  an 
issue  in  these  matters,”  Chester  Vander¬ 
bilt  of  the  Troy  Conference  said. 

Boundary  changes  postponed 

What  was  an  issue,  however,  was  a 
complex  report  by  the  jurisdiction  boun¬ 
daries  committee  calling  for  the  exten¬ 
sive  realignment  of  some  conference 
boundaries  and  the  merger  of  others. 

The  controversial  proposal,  which  was 
supported  by  the  jurisdictional  College  of 
Bishops,  stated  that  its  recommenda¬ 
tions  were  designed  to  “improve  condi¬ 
tions  for  the  exercise  of  episcopal  leader¬ 
ship,”  to  provide  “wider  mobility  for 
pastors,”  “stronger  membership  and 
financial  bases”  and  “greater  resources 
for  mission  and  ministry.” 

After  initially  adopting  the  proposal, 
delegates  the  next  day  agreed  to  "re¬ 
consider”  their  action,  largely  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  what  were  described  as 
“strong  convictions”  and  “great  pain" 
felt  by  some  delegates.  As  a  result,  a 
substitute  motion  was  adopted  that 
called  for  the  affected  annual  con¬ 
ferences  to  reach  agreement  among 
themselves  regarding  realignment  and 
merger  issues,  and  to  bring  their  recom¬ 
mendations  to  the  1988  Jurisdictional 
Conference  for  further  action. 

With  the  boundaries  issue  at  least  tem¬ 
porarily  resolved,  delegates  were  free  to 
feel  good  about  the  episcopal  elections, 
which  were  regarded  as  historic  in 
several  respects  other  than  racial. 

Bishop  Wertz  noted  that  the  election  of 
Bishops  May  and  Stith  was  the  first  time 
that  the  jurisdiction  had  elected  two 
persons  from  the  same  episcopal  area. 
Both  were  from  the  Washingon  area. 

Election  of  bishop  historic 

But  the  election  of  Bishop  Irons  was 
equally  hishoric.  He  became  the  first 
member  of  the  West  Virginia  Annual 
Conference  ever  elected  to  the  epis¬ 
copacy.  The  announcement  of  his 
election  on  the  12th  ballot  was  greeted  by 
delegates  of  that  conference  with  shouts 
of  joy,  culminating  in  a  spirited  singing 
of  “The  West  Virginia  Hills." 

Bishop  May,  who  was  elected  on  the 
fourth  ballot,  was  assigned  by  the 
Jurisdiction’s  committee  on  episcopacy 
to  the  Harrisburg  Area  comprising  the 
Central  Pennsylvania  and  Wyoming 
Conferences.  He  will  replace  Bishop 
John  Warman,  who  is  retiring.  Bishop 
May,  49,  is  a  native  of  Chicago  He  served 
pastorates  there  and  in  Wilmington, 
Dela.  and  a  term  as  district  super¬ 
intendent  in  the  Peninsula  Annual 
Conference.  He  has  a  special  interest  in 
African  church  development  and  has 
made  seven  work-study  tours  of  Africa 
during  the  last  nine  years. 

The  second  bishop  to  be  elected,  the 
Rev.  Neil  Irons,  at  age  47  becomes  the 
youngest  bishop  in  the  Northeastern 
Jurisdiction.  Bishop  Irons  was  assigned 
to  the  New  Jersey  area  consisting  of  the 
Northern  and  Southern  New  Jersey  Con¬ 
ferences.  There  he  will  replace  Bishop 
Dale  White  who  was  assigned  to  the  New 


York  area  after  serving  eight  years  in 
New  Jersey. 

Bishop  Irons,  a  member  of  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  church 
prior  to  the  1968  merger  of  Methodist  and 
E.U.B.  churches,  has  been  a  college  pro¬ 
fessor  besides  serving  churches  in  West 
Virginia,  Tennessee  and  Ohio.  A  biblical 
scholar.  Bishop  Irons  said  that  there  is 
an  urgent  need  for  the  church  to  develop 
a  theology  of  “faith  lived  out  in 
community"  to  counter  the  inwardness 
and  “do  it  yourself”  religion  of  the  times. 

Bishop  Stith,  50,  elected  on  the  16th 
ballot  and  assigned  to  the  New  York  West 
area  with  responsibility  for  three  annual 
conferences:  New  York  West,  Central 
New  York  and  Northern  New  York.  He 
will  replace  Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel,  who 
was  assigned  to  the  Washington  area 
following  a  12  year  tenure  in  the  New 
York  West  area. 

Besides  serving  several  local  churches 
and  as  Council  on  Ministries  director  for 
the  Baltimore  Annual  Conference, 
Bishop  Stith  was  a  member  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  from 
1972  to  1980.  He  also  was  a  charter 
member  of  Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal,  the  black  caucus  within  United 
Methodism,  and  is  on  the  Africa  Church 
Growth  and  Development  Committee 
that  gives  financial  aid  to  African 
churches. 

Only  two  other  persons  from  among 


the  14  candidates  endorsed  by  annual 
conferences  received  as  many  as  100 
votes  during  the  16  rounds  of  balloting: 
the  Rev.  Richard  Thornburg,  a  pastor  in 
the  New  York  Annual  Conference,  and 
the  Rev.  Donald  Treese,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  More 
than  200  votes  were  required  for  election. 

Dr.  Treese  withdrew  his  candidacy 
following  the  vote  on  the  11th  ballot.  In 
emotional  tones  he  said,  “The  time  has 


Bishops'  assignments 

BOSTON:  Bishop  Gaorga  Bashora 

Main*,  N.H.,  S.  Naw  England  confs. 

(2nd  farm  in  araa) 
Bishop  Falton  May 
Cant.  Pa.,  Wyoming  confs. 

(nawly  alactad) 
Bishop  Nail  Irons 
N0.N.J..S0.  N.J.  confs. 

(newly  alactad) 
Bishop  Data  Whita 
N.Y.,Troy  confs. 
(moving  from  NEW  JERSEY) 
NEW  YORK  WEST:  Bishop  Forrast  Stith 

No.  N.Y.,  Wast.  N.Y.  confs. 

(nawly  alactad) 
Bishop  Harbart  Skaata 
E.  Pa.,  Puarto  Rico  confs. 
(2nd  farm  in  area) 
Bishop  Jamas  Ault 
W.  Po.  conf. 
(2nd  tarm  in  aroa) 
Bishop  Josaph  Yaokal 
Baltimore,  Paninsula  confs. 
(moving  from  NEW  YORK  WEST) 
WEST  VIRGINIA:  Bishop  William  Grova 

W.  Vo.  conf. 

(2nd  tarm  in  araa) 

come  for  me  to  withdraw  so  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  can  express  its  will.”  His 
announcement  was  met  with  warm 
applause  and  appreciation  for  his  can¬ 
didacy. 

Following  the  15th  ballot,  Mr.  Thorn¬ 
burg  requested  that  delegates  shift  their 
support  to  Dr.  Stith.  “I’ve  been  priv¬ 
ileged  to  serve”  as  a  candidate,  Mr. 
Thornburg  said,  and  he  expressed  grati¬ 
tude  for  those  who  supported  him  for  the 
episcopacy. 

Earlier  the  same  day,  the  importance 
of  the  episcopal  elections  and  the 
boundaries  debate  was  put  into  a 
different  perspective  for  the  sweltering 
delegates  when  it  was  learned  why  the 
air  conditioner  was  not  functioning 
properly.  The  plant  engineer  responsible 
for  the  system  apparently  decided  he  had 
something  more  important  to  do  and  left 
when  notified  of  another  history-making 
event:  his  wife  was  delivering  their  first 
child. 
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Approval  for  this  buckle  has  been 
given  by  the  Pan  Methodist  Bicen¬ 
tennial  Committee.  A  portion  of  the 
proceeds  will  go  to  this  committee. 
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More  From  Lubbock 


St.  Luke’s  UM  Presented  Musical 


December  6,  1787 


Named  for  Francis  Asbury  and  hours  a  day,  and  retire  at  9:00  p.m 
Thomas  Coke,  COKESBURY  Since  games  were  prohibited, 

COLLEGE  opened  in  1787  with  an  students  engaged  in  agriculture, 
enrollment  of  25.  Students  were  gardening,  and  cabinetmaking  for 
required  to  rise  at  5:00  a.m.,  study  recreation.  The  college  bell  rang  to 
English,  Latin,  Greek,  logic,  rhetoric,  salute  Washington's  first  inauguration 
history,  geography,  natural  in  1789. 

....  philosophy,  and  astronomy  for  7 

X;  From  Bicentennial  Calendar  of  American  Methodism. 

X;  Copyright  >-  1983  Abingdon  Press.  Used  by  permission. 


Upon  his  assignment  to  Louisiana  by  the  Jurisdictional  Committee,  Bishop  Walter 
Underwood  was  greeted  by  members  of  the  Louisiana  delegation.  Shown  above,  left  to 
right,  are:  Rev.  Kirby  Vining,  Rev.  William  Mayo,  Dr.  Jimmie  Caraway,  Bishop 
Underwood,  Dr.  Ken  Reed  and  Dr.  Doug  McGuire.  A  breakfast  was  held  in  his  honor 
the  next  morning. 


i»ii!».  waiter  vmuye;  unaerwooa  ana  uisnop  unaerwooa  are  shown  above  at  the 
press  conference,  held  immediately  after  each  bishop’s  election.  Bishop  Underwood 
spoke  to  the  natural  tensions  which  accompany  inclusiveness  and  freedom,  both  of 
which  are  United  Methodist  characteristics. 


In  United  Methodism,  it  is  a  custom  for  two  elders  to  join  with  the  members  of  the 
Jurisdictional  College  of  Bishops  in  the  laying  on  of  hands  during  the  bishop's 
consecration.  Rev.  Kirby  Vining,  left,  and  Dr.  Doug  McGuire,  right,  carried  out  this 
function  as  friends  of  Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  center. 


71  ‘Bicentennial  Moment 


Bishop  and  Mrs.  Paul  V.  Galloway  have  done  it  again!  They  are  shown  above  with 
presiding  Bishop  Ernest  Dixon  during  the  retirement  ceremony  at  the  Jurisdictional 
Conference.  This  is  the  third  time  the  Galloways  have  been  so  honored,  previously 
retiring  from  the  Arkansas  and  Houston  areas. 


JOSEPH  AND  THE  AMAZING  TECHNICOLOR  DREAMCOAT  was  recently  pre¬ 
sented  by  St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans.  This  Andrew  Lloyd 
Weber/Tim  Rice  musical  was  a  breezy,  tongue-in-cheek  romp  through  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  with  the  dreamer  Joseph  whose  eleven  brothers  tried  to  kill  him,  selling  him 
instead  into  slavery  where  he  landed  in  Egypt  only  to  become  Pharaoh’s  second  in 
command.  Weber  and  Rice  are  also  known  as  the  creators  of  the  musicals  JESUS 
CHRIST  SUPERSTAR  and  EVITA. 

Featured  performers  in  JOSEPH  AND  THE  AMAZING  TECHNICOLOR 
DREAMCOAT  were  right  to  left:  Greg  Morgavi,  Victor  Havard,  Ray  Vrazel,  Greg 
Havard,  Bill  Young  and  Chris  Erlich. 


Mr.  Wesley  Visits  First  UM,  Slidell 


h-  w.  4 

John  Wesley,  portrayed  by  Dr.  Jim  Batchelor,  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Lake  Charles,  recently  visited  First  Church  Slidell,  and  presented  an  excellent 
message  on  "What  If  John  Wesley  Came  To  Our  Church  Today?"  Shown  here  are 
Brother  and  Mrs.  Jim  Ailor,  Associate  Minister,  who  also  served  in  the  Lake  Charles 
church,  and  Rev.  Sale  Lilly. 


Child  Abuse:  A  New  Book,  Cry  Out 


“As  an  adult  survivor  of  six  years  of 
severe  child  abuse  —  both  physical  and 
emotional  —  I  often  wonder  why  the 
church  did  nothing  to  help  me,  my 
brothers,  and  my  parents.  Was  it  that 
they  could  not  see  the  bruises,  the  cuts, 
the  scratches,  and  abrasions  covering 
my  body?  .  .  .  Surely  as  I  attend  church 
school  classes  someone  must  have 
noticed  the  pain  and  terror  in  my  eyes, 
the  hopelessness  with  which  I  moved,  my 
withdrawal  into  isolation,  or,  at  least,  the 
swelling  in  my  hands  and  feet.  Surely 
someone  must  have  noticed.” 

Author  Phil  Quinn  asks  these 
disturbing  questions  of  the  church  in  a 
shocking  new  book  from  Abingdon  Press 
entitled  “Cry  Out!  Inside  the  Terrifying 
World  of  an  Abused  Child." 

Quinn  reports  that  a  startling  1  million 
American  children  are  suffering  from 
some  form  of  abuse;  that  an  estimated 
5,000  will  die  at  the  hands  of  their  parents 
or  guardians  this  year;  and  that  child 
abuse  is  the  number  one  cause  of  death  of 
children  under  5  years  of  age. 

Telling  the  third-person  story  about 
himself,  whom  he  calls  Peter,  Quinn  says 
“I  was  the  victim  of  severe  child  abuse 
and  neglect  as  a  child  .  .  .  Raised  in  an 
environment  of  danger,  violence,  and 
degradation,  I  developed  as  a  social 
mutant  .  .  .  But  I  only  wanted  to  survive. 


in  the  only  way  I  knew  how,  the  danger 
that  threatened  daily  to  destroy  me  — 
my  parents.” 

While  “Cry  Out!”  is  a  true  story  of 
torment  and  terror,  it  is  also  a  story  of 
survival.  Quinn  includes  chapters  that 
tell  how  to  recognize  the  signs  of  child 
abuse  and  suggests  what  family,  friends, 
teachers,  and  neighbors  can  do  to  help. 
He  says  “My  only  reason  for  recounting 
this  story  is  to  attempt  to  cry  out  on  behalf 
of  the  children  in  our  country  who  are  ex¬ 
periencing  the  misery  of  abuse  —  children 
mute  and  helpless,  within  the  prison  of 
their  endless,  living  nightmares  ...” 

Quinn  urges  others  today  to  “be 
sensitive  to  signals  of  family  distress” 
and  if  child  abuse  is  suspected  to  report  it 
to  the  proper  agency.  “You  do  not  need  to 
be  sure,”  he  says.  “Suspicion  is  all  that  is 
necessary  ...  a  report  can  be  made 
anonymously.  Speak  up,  learn,  get 
involved.  Our  children  need  us 
desperately.  Even  more,  we  need  our 
children  —  healthy  and  alive.” 

Abingdon  Press  is  the  book  and  church 
supply  publishing  unit  of  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House.  “Cry  Out! 
Inside  the  Terrifying  World  of  an  Abused 
Child”  is  available  in  hardback  through 
Cokesbury,  retail  sales  division,  for 
$10.95. 


Former  Bishops’  Wives  Escort  Anne 

Mrs.  Aubrey  Walton,  on  the  left,  and  Mrs.  Virginia  Shamblin,  right,  escort  Anne 
Hearn  to  the  stage  to  join  her  husband  at  the  time  of  his  election  to  the  episcopacy. 


International  Lesson  Series 


Refusing  To  Face  The  Consequences 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Pastor 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

As  this  is  being  written  the  Democratic 
Convention  is  still  in  session.  Men  and 
women  are  campaigning  for  and  against 
this  and  that.  Impassioned  speeches  are 
being  presented.  Bargains  are  being 
struck.  Compromises  are  being  made.  In 
a  situation  such  as  this,  it  sometimes 
seems  that  the  primary  ethic  is  that  the 
end  justifies  the  means. 

I  have  a  problem  with  this  line  of 
reasoning.  If  we  ascribe  to  it,  we  too 
often  must  dilute  our  beliefs,  water  down 
our  morals,  compromise  our  convictions. 
With  dilution  comes  weakness.  With 
compromise  comes  a  weaker  faith. 
Whether  it  be  in  a  political  convention, 
life  in  the  church,  or  personal 
relationship,  there  comes  a  time  in  the 
life  of  the  committed  Christian  that 
he/she  must  simply  stand  firm  and  say, 
“I  shall  never  ally  myself  with  evil  in 
order  to  attain  special  position  or 
prominence  or  to  obtain  special  benefit 
or  privilege  for  myself.  I  shall  stand  firm 
in  my  Christian  convictions,  regardless 
of  situation  or  circumstance.”  In  other 
words,  a  Christian  should  never  sell 
his/her  soul  for  a  few  votes  or  his/her 
birthright  for  a  “mess  of  pottage.”  Jesus 
said  that  a  person  could,  in  gaining  the 
world,  lose  his  eternal  life.  Yet  many  of 
us  continue  to  make  deals  in  life  whereby 
we  “lie  down  with  evil”  in  order  to  attain 

some  earthly  goal.  - _ — * 

Israel  knew  of  her  sins.  Prophets  had 
come  in  response  to  God’s  call  and  told 
Israel  to  repent  and  to  put  her  faith  in 
God  —  only  in  God.  Yet,  Israel  turned  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  prophetic  message, 
continued  to  sin  and  refused  to  face  the 
consequences. 

What  were  the  sins  of  Israel?  There 
were  many  but  the  worst  was  the 
worshiping  of  idols.  What’s  wrong  with 
idol  worship?  Well,  an  idol  is  man-made, 
whether  it  be  in  the  form  of  a  statue  or  in 
the  shape  of  a  high  position  for  which  one 
struggles.  Secondly,  an  idol  is  nowhere 
near  a  true  God,  nor  should  it  ever  be 
considered  as  such.  Thirdly,  an  idol  leads 


to  greater  sinfulness  on  the  part  of  the 
idol  worshiper  for  the  idol  becomes  o 
part  of  the  sin  of  the  person,  a  focus  of  it. 
And,  lastly,  an  idol  never  reaches  above 
the  common  morality  of  the  one  who 
worships  it.  Only  the  one  true  God  can  lift 
a  person  above  the  mundane  and  ordi¬ 
nary  to  the  sublime  and  transcendent. 

Israel  tried  military  alliances.  She, 
tried  idol-worship.  She  tried  intrigue. 
And,  she  survived  for  a  number  of  years 
(in  the  capital  of  Samaria  even  survived 
three  years  of  seige).  But,  in  the  end,  the 
consequences  of  her  wicked  life  had  to  be 
faced.  The  Assyrians  overwhelmed 
Samaria,  leveled  it  to  the  ground, 
deported  the  people  and  brought  in  . 
settlers  from  all  over  the  empire.  Israel 
was  no  more.  The  ten  tribes  of  the 
northern  kingdom  were  “lost.”  Putting 
their  faith  and  trust  in  elements  of  their 
own  manufacture  led  the  people  of  Israel 
to  utter  and  total  disaster. 

It  was  in  721  BC  that  this  deportation 
took  place.  From  that  moment  on,  the 
people  of  Judah  would  always  look  upon 
Samaritans  as  sub-humans,  hybrid 
people.  And,  though  it  took  over  a 
hundred  years,  the  people  of  Judah 
began  the  same  drift  toward  idolatry  and 
false  alliances  that  would  ultimately 
bring  them  to  face  the  consequences  of 
their  sins. 

It’s  a  dismal  story,  isn’t  it?  But  it’s  just 
as  true  today  as  it  was  2700  years  ago. 
The  biblical  writers  expressed  a  great 
truth  when  they  considered  God  to  be  in 
control  of  all  of  life  and  all  of  history. 
They  knew  God  as  one  who  refused  to  sit 
by  idly  as  evil  did  its  work  in  the  world 
but  who  worked  in  and  through  history  to 
bring  judgment  to  those  who  sinned. 
The  truth  so  expressed  in  scripture  is  just 
as  true  today,  though  perhaps  not  so 
obvious. 

We  must  never  think  we  can  sin  in 
secrecy  —  God  knows.  We  must  never 
think  we  can  “get  away”  with  “little 
sins”  —  He  knows  and  He  judges.  We 
must  never  be  envious  of  one  who  has 
apparently  gained  the  world  through  evil 
ways.  He  or  she,  this  or  that  nation,  must 
ultimately  face  the  consequences. 


Editorial - 

A  Reflection  on  Lubbock 

The  three  conferences  are  over  for  another  four  years.  Of  course,  we  shall  be 
in  Shreveport  annually  for  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  and  in  1988  also 
there  for  the  SC  Jurisdiction’s  Conference.  The  1984  “three”  closed  out  on  an 
extremely  high  note. 

Lubbock,  Texas  was  gracious  and  the  facilities  were  second  to  none. 
Excellent  hotels  and  motels  were  lined  around  the  expansive  civic  center  where 
the  Jurisdictional  Conference  was  held.  The  TV  and  Communications 
Committee,  working  with  the  SCJ  Communications  Committee  had  done  their 
work  well.  Conference  photos  were  developed  in  record  time;  TV  interviews 
from  the  Lubbock  stations  were  continually  taking  place;  and  the  interviews 
with  the  three  new  bishops,  along  with  a  great  consecration  service,  televised 
live  on  Channel  11  (NBC)  Lubbock  are  on  video  tape  in  our  conference  office. 
They  are  available  on  V  VHS  for  churches  and  V  U-Matic  for  TV  and  cable 
stations. 

In  addition,  the  conference  elected  three  good  bishops.  Our  Dr.  Woody  Hearn 
was  the  first  elected,  followed  by  Dr.  Walter  Underwood  and  Dr.  Richard  Wilke. 
It  took  quite  a  spell  for  the  assignments  to  be  made.  However,  in  the  end.  Bishop 
Underwood  was  assigned  to  Louisiana,  where  we  had  hoped  and  believed  he 
would  be.  Bishop  Hearn  was  assigned  to  Nebraska  and  Bishop  Wilke  to 
Arkansas.  Indeed,  I  believe  very  strongly  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  in  episcopal 
elections,  and  placements  also.  I  predict  three  outstanding  ministries  in  the 
eight  years  ahead  for  all  three  of  these  men. 

But  what  about  the  Hispanics?  Dr.  Noe  Gonzales  had  119  votes  or  better  on 
several  ballots;  Dr.  Roberto  Escamilia  dropped  out  after  getting  only  20  votes. 
But  it  didn’t  happen  in  the  SCJ.  It  did  in  the  Western  Jurisdiction,  where  Bishop 
Elias  G.  Galvan,  the  Council  on  Ministries  Director  for  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Conference,  was  elected  and  assigned  to  the  new  Phoenix  Area. 

Why  not  an  Hispanic  bishop  in  the  SCJ?  Some  say  its  geography;  others  the 
exclusiveness  of  the  Rio  Grande  Conference,  which  should  be  disbanded  and  its 
churches  included  in  the  Texas  and  New  Mexico  Conferences.  Whatever,  but 
the  1988  SCJ  Conference  at  Shreveport  will  elect  only  one  bishop,  who  may  or 
may  not  be  Hispanic. 

It’s  been  a  great  year  for  Conferences,  but  the  coming  year  will  be  a  great 
year  also.  We  welcome  Bishop  Walter  and  Billye  Underwood  to  Louisiana,  and 
know  they  will  love  us  as  the  Shamblins,  Crutchfields,  Waltons  and  others  have. 
And,  they  may  be  assured  that  they  have  our  love,  respect  and  cooperation. 
Great  and  good  things  will  happen  in  Louisiana  —  and  God  will  be  pleased! 

E.F. 
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*  Williams. 

The  nerve  of  Miss  America  pageant  of¬ 
ficials  for  deciding  that  Miss  Williams 
should  be  stripped  of  her  title  after  nude, 
sexually  explicit  photographs  of  her 
turned  up  in  Penthouse  magazine.  How 
could  they  be  so  narrow-minded  as  to 
suppose  that  Miss  Williams’  Penthouse 
poses  might  reflect  negatively  on  her 
image  or  that  of  the  beauty  pageant? 

Shame  on  the  photographers  who  as¬ 
sured  Miss  Williams  that  the  photos 
would  remain  "confidential!"  Is  there  no 
honor  among  those  who  lure  young  wom¬ 
en  to  expose  themselves  before  a  cam¬ 
era  for  a  fee?  How  thoughtless  of  the 
photographer  not  to  place  Miss  Williams’ 
image  and  that  of  the  Miss  America 
pageant  above  the  quick  bucks  he  could 
make  by  baring  all. 

Shame  on  the  publishers  of  Penthouse 
magazine!  How  could  a  publication 
known  for  its  promotion  of  high  moral 
standards  stoop  so  low  as  to  subject 
America’s  reigning  beauty  queen  to  so 
much  undeserved  embarrassment  and 
public  humiliation?  Surely  her  reputa¬ 
tion  should  have  been  considered  much 
more  important  than  the  few  additional 
copies  of  the  magazine  that  would  sell  as 
a  result  of  a  public  flap  over  her  appear¬ 
ance  therein. 

Shame  on  the  news  media  for  not  ignor¬ 
ing  an  isolated  indiscretion  by  the  one 
chosen  to  exemplify  American  feminine 
beauty,  talent  and  virtue!  Surely  report¬ 
ers  and  editors  should  have  realized  that 
their  reports  could  stir  a  public  contro- 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


versy  and  force  "Miss  America”  to  step 
aside. 

Everyone,  it  seems,  is  at  fault  in  the 
demise  of  Vanessa  Williams  as  Miss 
America  but  Vanessa  Williams.  At  least 
that  is  the  impression  created  by  the  flur¬ 
ry  of  public  statements  issued  last  week. 
If  anyone  was  saying  that  Miss  Williams 
had  done  something  wrong  and  was 
faced  with  nothing  more  than  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  her  own  wrongdoing,  we 
missed  it. 

This  situation  offers  a  sad  but  unsur¬ 
prising  commentary  on  our  times.  Moral 
values  once  considered  absolute  have 
been  largely  replaced  by  the  attitude  "if 
it  feels  right,  do  it,”  particularly  if  fame 
or  fortune  is  involved.  To  that  some  would 
add,  "but  don’t  get  caught.”  Even  when 
one  does  get  caught,  another  line  of  self- 
defense  is  readily  available:  "Anyone  can 
be  guilty  of  a  single  error  in  judgment.” 

We  are  less  than  comfortable  defend¬ 
ing  the  standards,  values  and  decisions 
of  Miss  America  pageant  officials.  Much 
of  what  they  stand  for  —  a  preoccupation 
with  physical  beauty  and  the  resulting 
promotion  of  vanity,  an  emphasis  on  say¬ 
ing  "the  right  things  in  the  right  way”  to 
please  the  judges,  etc.  —  is  directly  at 
odds  with  our  understanding  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  gospel.  They  do  make  an  effort, 
however,  to  associate  virtuous  living  as 
well  as  outward  beauty  with  the  crown.  It 
is  undeniable  that  millions  of  young  peo¬ 
ple  are  attracted  by  the  Miss  America 
pageant  and  other  beauty  contests,  and 
that  thev  look  to  the  winners  as  role 


models. 

We  have  no  doubt  that  some  previous 
Miss  Americas  may  have  committed  in¬ 
discretions  as  serious  as  Miss  Williams’. 

We  would  not  want  for  an  instant  to 
give  the  appearance  of  defending  the 
likes  of  Penthouse  or  photographers  who 
persuade  young  ladies  to  pose  for  pic¬ 
tures  suitable  for  its  pages. 

However,  we  believe  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  truth  illustrated  by  this  unfortunate 
occurrence  is  one  about  which  Paul 
wrote  to  the  Galatian  Christians  long 
ago:  "Be  not  deceived;  God  is  not 
mocked,  for  whatever  a  person  sows, 
that  he  will  also  reap.  For  he  who  sows  to 
his  own  flesh  will  from  the  flesh  reap  cor¬ 
ruption;  but  he  who  sows  to  the  Spirit  will 
reap  eternal  life.” 

"Flesh”  as  Paul  uses  the  term  does  not 
refer  solely  to  sexual  sin.  It  refers  to  the 
elevation  of  any  human  passion  or  striv¬ 
ing  above  the  qualities  of  virtue  and 
Christian  character  that  Paul  identifies 
as  "fruits  of  the  Spirit,”  i.e.  patience, 
goodness,  faithfulness  and  self-control. 

We  as  Christians  should  find  no  joy  in 
any  person  reaping  painful  consequences 
from  sins  of  the  flesh.  We  should  be 
ready,  as  God  is,  to  extend  love  and  for¬ 
giveness  to  those  who  err.  We  who  seek  to 
be  Christians  should  recognize  that  one 
of  the  most  precious  legacies  we  can 
leave  to  future  generations  is  a  sense  of 
right  and  wrong,  and  an  ability  to  repent 
and  face  the  consequences  without  ex¬ 
cuse  when  we  stray  from  the  paths  of 
righteousness. 


needed 

to  preserve  dignity,  prevent  war 


By  PAUL  W.  KEATON 
I  believe  that  everyone  is  endowed  with 
a  "divine  spark”  and  this  divine  spark 
entitles  each  of  us  to  a  very  special  state 
of  being  known  as  "human  dignity.”  I  be¬ 
lieve,  then,  that  everyone  has  the  unques¬ 
tionable  right  to  human  dignity  as  long  as 
he  or  she  lives. 

Furthermore,  I  believe  that  human 
dignity  is  more  important  than  life  itself. 
This  is  not  an  academic  point  in  a  society 


part  of  my  personal  value  system,  is  the 
measure  I  use  to  judge  the  validity  for 
me  of  other  things  —  such  as  the  fact  that 
the  foundation  of  our  nation’s  strategic 
policy  is  the  prevention  of  nuclear  war 
through  deterrence.  I  am  disturbed  by 
the  way  some  people  attempt  to  use 
Christian  theology  to  make  nuclear  de¬ 
terrence  sound  repugnant.  The  argument 
is  usually  made  along  the  lines  that 
Christ  said,  "turn  the  other  cheek,”  and 


IS!  h.a!,  the-tThniCal  mea?S-  tokeep  He  kugb1  generally  that  we  should  meet 
~  o  1Vf  °n?  after  the,r  krain  violence  with  tranquillity.  Christ  was  tell- 
waves  cease  to  register. 

In  an  allegory  on  unilateral  disarma¬ 
ment  that  I  wrote  three  years  ago,  I 
stressed  the  importance  of  human  dig¬ 
nity  by  having  one  of  the  characters  say, 

"War  is  the  second  most  horrible  fate 
that  can  befall  mankind,  the  first  being 
slavery.”  Lech  Walesa,  the  Polish  labor 
leader,  expressed  it  when  he  said,  “I’d 
rather  die  on  my  feet  than  live  on  my 
knees.”  Patrick  Henry  expressed  it  when 
he  said,  "Give  me  liberty  or  give  me 
death.”  The  Catholic  church  expresses  it 
through  its  "just  war”  tradition.  Michael 
Novak,  the  philosophy  and  religion  schol¬ 
ar,  expresses  it  when  he  writes  about 
"Unjust  Peace.”  Semantics  aside,  we 
are  all  saying  the  same  thing  —  that 
some  things  are  worth  dying  for.  Certain¬ 
ly  Christ  believed  this. 

Human  dignity,  being  an  important 
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To  the  Editor 

Several  actions  of  the  recent  General 
Conference  concern  me  greatly,  both  as 
a  fairly  active  UM  layman  and  an  Ameri¬ 
can  citizen. 

The  "Social  Principles”  statement 
saying  governments  never  should  en¬ 
force  military  service  leaves  our  country 
wide  open  in  a  hostile  world,  and  I  would 
wonder  whether  Christ’s  words  about 
“rendering  to  Caesar”  have  been  forgot¬ 
ten  by  the  social  activists  who  draw  up 
the  "Social  Principles”  and  give  their 
statements  the  force  of  the  Gospel.  It  is  a 
dangerous  world  we  face,  and  I  certainly 
agree  with  the  objection  of  John  0. 
Barnes  Jr.  to  the  effect  that  "we  must 
have  some  structure  for  bringing  that  de¬ 
fense  together.” 

All  the  literary  defectors  from  Russia 
have  repeatedly  warned  the  West  of  the 
Soviet  attempt  at  world  domination 
and  Soviet  efforts  as  “disinformation.” 
General  Conference  statement  has 
played  right  into  our  enemies’  hands. 

The  second  point  of  my  concern  also  re¬ 
lates  to  international  affairs.  Why  is  it 
that  the  World  Council  of  Churches  so 
strongly  objects  to  the  South  African  pre¬ 
sence  in  Namibia  but  condones  Cuban  in¬ 
tervention  in  Angola? 

Again,  the  specific  charges  about  the 
WCC  in  the  Reader’s  Digest  and  "60  Min¬ 
utes”  have  been  “studied  to  death”  by 
committee,  but  I  have  yet  to  hear  a  speci¬ 
fic,  point-by-point  rebuttal  of  these 
charges. 

In  my  opinion,  the  UM  church  is  being 
led  down  the  primrose  path  by  General 
Boards  whose  policies  are  made  not  by 
General  Conference  but  by  a  few  elitists 
who  determine  what  we  presumably  ig¬ 
norant  laymen  should  believe. 

This  layman  has  had  about  enough  of 
it!  Milton  L.  Mueller 

Wichita,  Kansas 

‘Peace  machine’ good  idea 

To  the  Editor  : 

Earl  Miner’s  "peace  machine”  is  not  a 
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bad  idea  (see  UMR,  July  6). 

Years  ago,  Rewi  Allee,  an  Australian, 
wrote  a  book  on  the  use  of  a  bicycle  in 
poor  countries.  It  could  be  used  to  pump 
water,  as  well  as  for  transportation. 

It  could  also  haul  a  small  trailer  with 
goods,  and  does  not  require  a  motor  or 
gasoline. 

There  is  plenty  of  labor  available  in 
those  countries. 

Elmer  Noyer 
Noblesville,  Indiana 

Suggestion  outmoded 

To  the  Editor: 

With  all  due  respect  to  Thelma 
Stevens,  what  this  denomination  does  not 
need  is  a  revocation  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  jurisdictional  system  (See  UMR, 
July  6).  Authority  (and  for  that  matter 
accountability)  is  already  too  diffuse  and 
too  far  removed  from  the  people  of  God  it 
purports  to  serve. 

Regardless  of  what  may  have  been  the 
initial  reason  for  the  establishment  of  the 
jurisdictional  system,  it  serves  a  distinc¬ 
tively  positive  purpose  in  today’s  United 
Methodism. 

Lodging  the  election  and  stationing  of 
the  bishops  with  the  General  Conference 
would  simply  put  the  episcopacy  that 
much  further  away  from  the  grass  roots. 
It  would  make  more  difficult  the  election 
of  candidates  representing  minorities 
distinct  to  particular  regions  and  it  would 
distance  authority  that  much  more  from 
the  people  who  are  the  church. 

If  it’s  anything  we  are  learning  in  this 
day  and  age,  it  is  that  the  idea  of  ever-ac¬ 
celerating  centralization  is  what  is  truly 
outmoded.  Ms.  Stevens’  agenda  for  the 
future  has  about  it  the  distinct  ring  of  the 
past. 

Philip  M.  Niblack 
Festus,  Missouri 

Article  ‘on  target’ 

To  the  Editor : 

Thelma  Stevens  was  right  on  target  in 
her  "Here  I  Stand”  column  in  your  July  6 
issue.  She  strikes  me  as  a  person  with  vi¬ 
sion  and  courage.  We  need  more  such 
persons  in  our  denomination’s  pursuit  of 
renewal. 

Billy  J.  Cox 
Louisville,  Kentucky 

4Can  you  tolerate 
one  more  comment?’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Can  you  tolerate  one  more  comment  on 
homosexuality?  I  found  a  letter  writer’s 
effort  (UMR,  June  22)  to  equate  accep¬ 
tance  of  divorce  with  acceptance  of 
homosexuality  especially  annoying.  The 
two  situations  are  hardly  comparable. 

Marriage  is  a  contract  between  a  man 
and  a  woman,  and  breaking  a  painful  re¬ 
lationship  is  generally  a  lesser  evil  than 
perpetuating  it.  One  must  consider,  too, 
that  the  social  status  of  women  has 
changed  considerably  since  the  days  of 
the  New  Testament. 

The  church,  supported  by  the  Bible,  re¬ 
gards  homosexuality  as  sinful.  Anyone 


who  comes  to  the  church  seeking  salva¬ 
tion  should  come  prepared  to  fulfill  his 
part  of  the  bargain;  that  is,  to  heed 
Christ’s  admonition  to  “Go  and  sin  no 
more.”  Homosexuals’  own  use  of  the 
terms  “life  style”  and  "sexual  prefer¬ 
ence”  betrays  their  behavior  as  volun¬ 
tary. 

In  I  Timothy  1:15  we  read  that  “Christ 
Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sin¬ 
ners.”  The  key  word  is  “save”  ;  hence,  to 
ask  God  and  the  church  to  accept  the  sin 
along  with  the  sinner  amounts  to  nothing 
short  of  hypocrisy.  Gaylord  Castor 
El  Paso,  Texas 

Southern  Baptist  growth 
not  all  it  appears.to  be 

To  the  Editor: 

In  regard  to  the  Reporter’s  article  on 
Southern  Baptists  and  United  Methodists 
(UMR,  June  22),  I  would  like  to  comment 
on  the  section  concerning  the  growth  of 
the  Southern  Baptists.  It  is  true  that  they 
are  the  largest  Protestant  body,  but  the 
reasons  may  not  be  as  mighty  as  the 
numbers  themselves.  Unlike  the  United 
Methodists,  the  Baptists  do  no  house¬ 
cleaning  of  their  membership.  The  only 
way  you  can  get  off  their  church  roll  is 
either  to  die  or  move  your  membership. 
In  other  words,  many  people  have  been 
on  their  inactive  roll  (which  they  count) 
but  have  not  set  foot  inside  the  church  for 
30  years  or  more.  Also,  a  person  may 
choose  not  to  be  a  member  anywhere,  but 
the  Baptists  will  not  remove  his  or  her 
name  unless  they  receive  a  letter  from 
another  church  requesting  the  release 
from  their  membership. 

I  know  this  is  true  because  I  was  raised 
Southern  Baptist  in  Tennessee.  My  par¬ 
ents  and  two  brothers  quit  attending 
church  in  the  mid  ’50s,  and  I  learned  in 
the  late  ’60s  that  they  were  still  on  the  in¬ 
active  roll  and  being  counted  although 
two  of  them  had  since  moved  far  away. 
After  graduating  from  a  Baptist  college, 

I  left  the  church  also  and  verbally  re¬ 
quested  that  my  name  be  removed,  but 
the  church  refused  to  comply.  Two  times 
since  I  have  written  and  asked  the 
church  to  remove  my  name,  but  it  has 
not  responded.  I  have  not  lived  in  Nash¬ 
ville  or  attended  a  Baptist  church  since 


’69,  and  I  feel  that  the  Southern  Baptist 
Church  is  being  deceptive  about  using 
names  and  numbers  in  this  manner.  As 
an  active  participant  of  a  local  United 
Methodist  church,  I  don’t  believe  we 
need  to  do  number  comparisons  with  any 
church.  I  certainly  hope  all  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  are  above  such  dealings. 

Linda  Saito 
Fairbanks,  Alaska 

Language  that  does  not 

exclude  is  not  a  ploy 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  letter  of  Henry  S.  Bris¬ 
coe  headlined  "Who  are  you  listening 
to?”  in  the  June  29  issue:  I  also  was  dis¬ 
turbed  by  the  fact  that  our  General  Con¬ 
ference  "received  the  report  of”  the  In¬ 
clusive  Language  Task  Force.  However, 
my  frustration  came  not  from  its  having 
received  it  at  all  but  at  its  having  ONLY 
received  it. 

This  report  and  the  ambiguous  instruc¬ 
tions  to  the  Hymnal  Planning  Committee 
seem  to  be  fairly  small  nods-of-the-heads 
in  the  direction  of  realizing  the  impact  of 
our  words  on  our  daily  lives. 

With  regard  to  our  hymnal,  which  has 
suddenly  become  "God-inspired”:  I  won¬ 
der  if  Mr.  Briscoe  would  welcome  our  re¬ 
turn  to  singing  the  hymns  as  they  were 
originally  written.  Charles  Wesley  was 
extremely  wordy,  and  most  of  his  hymns 
have  at  least  a  dozen,  sometimes  over  25 
verses.  If  we  are  to  return  to  the  pure 
forms  of  these  hymns,  then  we  had  better 
prepare  ourselves  for  more  lengthy  wor¬ 
ship  services. 

Language  that  does  not  exclude  anyone 
is  not  a  ploy  of  Satan  to  turn  us  away 
from  the  Triune  God  of  our  ancestors,  as 
Mr.  Briscoe  suggests.  Rather  it  can  help 
us  all  as  we  endeavor  to  live  our  lives 
after  the  example  of  Christ  who  taught 
that  no  matter  our  age,  sex,  race,  coun¬ 
try  of  origin,  backgrounds,  vocations, 
physical  or  mental  conditions  etc.  —  we 
are  ALL  persons  of  sacred  worth,  and 
therefore  are  not  to  be  oppressed  by 
words,  actions  or  laws.  If  we  are  truly 
Christ’s  disciples,  then  we  should  be 
leaders  in  this  concern,  not  followers. 

Peggy  Jeffries 
Memphis,  Missouri 


ing  us,  I  believe,  that  we  must  each  de¬ 
cide  the  correct  way  to  face  aggression 
on  a  personal  basis,  and  that  in  the  long 
run  violence  is  a  self-defeating  response. 

He  did  not  say  that  if  I  see  my  neighbor 
being  slapped  on  the  cheek,  I  should  run 
out  and  hold  him  and  turn  his  head  so 
that  he  can  be  slapped  on  the  other 
cheek.  For  one  thing,  this  makes  me  le¬ 
gally  and  morally  guilty  of  being  an  ac¬ 
cessory  to  crime,  violence,  and  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  rob  someone  of  his  human  dig¬ 
nity.  There  is  an  important  distinction  in 
my  mind  between  how  we  should  respond 
to  an  attack  upon  ourselves  and  how  we 
should  respond  to  an  attack  upon  some¬ 
one  who  has  entrusted  his  or  her  safety 
and  well-being  to  our  care.  This  distinc¬ 
tion  is  especially  important  for  political 
leaders. 

Deterrence  protects  freedom 

Why  do  we  need  deterrence?  The  slo¬ 
gan  "better  red  than  dead”  conjures  up 
in  me  an  ugly  cartoon  that  I  imagined 
while  reading  some  communist  teach¬ 
ings.  The  picture  shows  a  Russian  work¬ 
er  in  a  straight  jacket  sitting  on  the  edge 
of  a  bench  in  the  stark  cell  of  a  Soviet 
mental  institution.  He  is  a  political  pris¬ 
oner.  He  is  heavily  sedated.  He  has  a 
drawn  emotionless  face  and  is  staring  in¬ 
to  empty  space.  He  knows  no  faith,  no 
hope,  and  no  love.  Everything  that  can  be 
done  has  been  done  to  strip  him  of  his  hu¬ 
man  dignity.  Below  this  picture  is  a  quo¬ 
tation  from  the  1848  Communist  Manifes¬ 
to  of  Karl  Marx  and  Fredric  Engels.  The 
ironic  caption  reads,  "Workers  of  the 
world  unite!  You  have  nothing  to  lose  but 
your  chains.” 

I  find  everything  about  a  totalitarian 
government  odious  —  mainly  because  it 
violates  the  very  keystone  of  my  value 
system.  When  I  read  of  ordinary  human 
rights  denied  the  Russian  people,  the  Af¬ 
ghan  people,  and  the  Polish  people,  I  can 


find  no  theological  excuse  for  condoning 
the  Soviet  system  —  or  keeping  silent 
about  it!  I  believe  I  should  do  everything 

I  can  to  protect  future  generations  from 
Soviet  imperialism.  I  therefore  applaud 
efforts  to  prevent  nuclear  war  through 
deterrence,  if  the  alternative  is  "pre¬ 
emptive  surrender”  to  a  totalitarian  re- 
gime. 

In  America,  the  government  is  made 
up  of  individuals  to  whom  the  people  have 
granted  the  privilege  and  responsibility 
to  look  out  for  our  safety  and  well-being. 
Since  we  are  citizens  of  a  country  which 
was  forged  from  the  blood  and  courage  of 
our  forefathers  to  protect  our  freedom 
and  human  dignity,  we  have  every  right; 
to  demand  that  our  government  leaders 
continue  to  do  so  —  even  if  it  means  a 
fight. 

Paths  to  peace 

Different  government  leaders  will,  of 
course,  pursue  different  paths  for  bal¬ 
ancing  the  protection  of  freedom  while 
avoiding  war.  In  his  second  inaugural  ad¬ 
dress  in  1790,  President  George  Wash¬ 
ington  said,  "To  be  prepared  for  war  is 
one  of  the  most  effective  ways  of  preserv¬ 
ing  the  peace.”  Modern  historians  and 
political  scientists  who  agree  with  this 
will  suggest  that  the  causes  of  World  War 

II  were  appeasement  and  a  general  low 
level  of  armament.  Those  who  disagree 
will  suggest  that  the  causes  of  World  War 
I  were  lack  of  trust  and  a  general  high 
level  of  armament.  Clearly,  since  arma¬ 
ment  did  not  prevent  World  War  I  and  ap¬ 
peasement  did  not  prevent  World  War  II, 
neither  side  has  the  entire  answer  and 
this  point  must  be  constantly  debated. 

But  the  debate  should  not  become  a 
power  struggle  of  the  church  against  the 
government,  as  aspects  of  the  nuclear 
freeze  movement  sometimes  appear  to 
be.  It  is  very  important  to  remember  that 
deterrence  is  built  on  perceptions,  and 
anything  which  indicates  a  lack  of  will  to 
use  weapons  increases  the  risk  of  nuclear 
war.  Good  intentions  alone  are  not  suffi¬ 
cient  to  bring  about  good  results.  Some¬ 
times  good  intentions  bring  about  bad  re¬ 
sults. 

Let  us  continue  to  debate  the  morality 
of  war,  the  awfulness  of  nuclear  wea¬ 
pons,  and  the  relative  importance  of  hu¬ 
man  dignity.  But  let  us  not  risk  inducing 
a  nuclear  war  of  sacrificing  the  human 
dignity  of  all  Americans  just  to  prove  we 
are  right! 


Nuclear  issues  require 
discussion  and  prayer 


By  A.  I.  WHITE 

The  issue  of  nuclear  weaponry  is  one 
that  no  citizen  of  the  modern  world  can 
afford  to  ignore.  The  threat  of  nuclear 
war  implies  a  danger  more  devastating 
than  any  that  ever  has  been  faced.  The 
survival  of  the  human  race  is  at  stake  in 
the  resolution  of  the  issue. 

Some  members  of  our  congregation 
have  broached  the  dilemma  of  nuclear 
weapons,  seeking  answers  to  difficult 
questions  in  a  way  that  satisfies  the  guide¬ 
lines  of  their  faith  in  God,  their  alle¬ 
giance  to  their  country  and  their  commit¬ 
ment  in  brotherhood  to  humankind. 

Derived  two  consensus  statements 

From  their  discussions  and  delibera¬ 
tions,  the  15  church  members  who  spent 
five  weeks  studying  the  issue  of  nuclear 
weapons  arrived  at  two  consensus  state¬ 
ments  derived  from  position  statements 
drafted  by  individuals: 

Consensus  on  Study  and  Discussion  as 
Partners  with  God  for  peace.  "As  Chris¬ 
tians,  World  Citizens,  and  members  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Tem¬ 
ple,  one  of  our  top  priorities  and  duties  is 
to  be  partners  with  God  in  peacemaking 
and  in  helping  to  prevent  nuclear  war. 
We  must  inform  ourselves  by  reading 
and  discussion  of  nuclear  matters.  We 
need  to  inform  our  state  and  national  re¬ 
presentatives  as  to  our  thinking.  We  en¬ 
courage  our  schools  to  offer  students  of 
all  age  levels  appropriate  information  on 
nuclear  matters  so  that  our  children  will 
have  educated  answers  to  their  questions 
on  nuclear  weapons  and  nuclear  war.” 

Consensus  on  Arms  Control.  “As  Chris¬ 
tians  and  World  Citizens  we  acknowledge 
the  fact  that  there  now  exist  enough  nu¬ 
clear  warheads  to  destroy  the  entire 
world  many  times  over.  Our  experience 
of  the  last  40  years  indicates  the  difficul¬ 
ty  of  any  one  nation  maintaining  for  long 
a  nuclear  military  advantage  over 


My  Witness 

Churches  should  follow  Christ’s  command 


By  MAVIS  GANNELLO 

One  year  our  church  used  a  unique  way 
of  donating  food  to  the  poor,  and  every¬ 
body  joined  in  wholeheartedly.  This  is 
how  we  did  it. 

An  inner  city  church  operated  a  food 
pantry  where  people  in  real  and  dire 
need  could  have  enough  to  eat.  Many 
other  churches  in  the  surrounding  area 
donated  either  food  or  money  to  keep  the 
pantry  well  stocked. 

Began  in  Sunday  School 

Our  own  part  came  about  as  a  Sunday 
School  project.  Someone  obtained  a  sup¬ 
ply  of  3  x  5  cards  and  cut  them  up  into  >  4 
inch  long  strips.  On  each  strip  an  item  of 
food  was  printed.  Green  beans,  tomatoes 
or  peaches,  and  so  on  were  on  the  list. 
The  strips  were  placed  in  a  small  jar.  As 
each  member  of  the  Sunday  School  class 


arrived  he/she  picked  a  strip.  The  next 
Sunday  they  brought  in  that  particular 
item  and  placed  it  in  a  large  cardboard 
box  set  aside  for  that  purpose. 

When  other  Sunday  School  depart¬ 
ments  heard  what  we  were  doing,  they 
wanted  to  take  a  share  in  it  too,  and  so  it 
spread  until  it  became  a  project  where 
anyone  who  wanted  to  share  could  bring 
a  canned  or  boxed  item  to  the  church  and 
could  leave  it  in  one  of  the  many  boxes 
provided.  When  the  boxes  were  full,  they 
were  taken  by  two  volunteers  to  the  inner 
city  church.  The  pastor  of  that  church 
who  knew  where  the  need  was  greatest 
was  able  to  assuage  families  needing 
help. 

There  are  many  people  who  do  need 
loving  care  and  help.  They  are  poor  and 
hungry.  Many  have  inadequate  clothing. 
They  are  poor,  not  because  they  want  to 


be,  but  because  they  just  don’t  have 
enough  money  to  go  around.  They  are 
poor  because  many  times  the  breadwin¬ 
ner  became  sick  and  medical  expenses 
ate  up  any  savings  the  family  had. 
Others  are  disabled  and  on  low  incomes 
and  their  social  security  payments  do  not 
keep  up  with  today’s  very  rapid  inflation 
rates. 

Christ  gave  example 

Christians  are  compassionate  because 
Christ  Himself  was  compassionate.  He 
said  we  would  always  have  poor  people 
around  us.  He  gave  us  the  example  by 
helping  not  only  the  poor,  but  the  sick  as 
well.  Feed  my  sheep,  feed  my  lambs,  He 
had  said  many  times. 

Poor  people  are  the  dilemma  of  soci¬ 
ety.  Obviously,  we  can’t  let  them  starve 


and  suffer  the  pangs  of  hunger  and  loneli¬ 
ness.  We  shouldn’t  turn  aside  and  look 
the  other  way,  hoping  they  won’t  be  there 
when  we  look  back  again.  Poor  people 
are  in  urban  and  rural  areas,  and  no  one 
understands  those  deserving  people 
more  than  the  community  in  which  there 
is  a  need.  If  the  rate  of  inflation  contin¬ 
ues,  their  numbers  will  grow. 

For  this  reason  our  own  project  was  to 
collect  the  non-perishable  food  items  and 
donate  them  to  the  urban  church  where 
the  need  is  greatest. 


another.  Therefore,  we  call  for  a  verifi¬ 
able  reduction  of  nuclear  arms.  Our  gov¬ 
ernment  should  patiently,  continually, 
with  good  faith,  intelligence,  and  with  di¬ 
plomatic  language,  not  harsh  rhetoric, 
seek  to  reduce  the  tensions  throughout 
the  world  and  bring  about  nuclear  arms 
control  agreements  with  all  nations. 

Statements  not  taken  lightly 

The  consensus  statements  were  not  ar¬ 
rived  at  easily,  nor  were  they  taken  light¬ 
ly  by  the  persons  who  endorsed  them. 
Each  of  the  participants  showed,  by  in¬ 
volving  himself  or  herself  in  the  discus¬ 
sion  and  study,  a  conviction  that  resolu¬ 
tions  about  the  use  of  nuclear  weapons 
must  not  be  left  to  a  formless  bureaucra¬ 
cy  or  to  an  unknown,  faraway  decision^ 
maker;  the  issue  is  intricately  involved 
with  the  life  of  every  person,  and  must  be 
guided  by  the  considered  opinions  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  reach  their  convictions  through 
study  and  discussion  and  through  prayer, 
asking  God’s  guidance  in  reaching  deci¬ 
sions  that  will  be  satisfactory  in  His  sight 
as  well  as  the  courage  to  abide  by  those 
decisions  in  the  face  of  opposition  and  un¬ 
certainty. 

Nuclear  weaponry  is  not  a  secular  is¬ 
sue  any  more  than  mankind’s  steward¬ 
ship  of  God’s  creation  Is  a  secular  issue; 
and  it  is,  in  the  ultimate  sense,  an  indi¬ 
vidual  issue.  Every  Christian  should  edu¬ 
cate  himself  on  the  nuclear  issue  and  be 
prepared  to  take  appropriate  political  ac¬ 
tion  to  avert  a  nuclear  holocaust. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s  contribu¬ 
tors  are  Paul  W.  Keaton,  member  of  the 
First  UMC  in  Los  Alamos,  New  Mexico 
(New  Mexico  Conference),  and  A.  I. 
White,  Director  of  Educational  Develop¬ 
ment  at  the  First  UMC  in  Temple.  Texas 
(Central  Texas  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“Here  I  Stand,"  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 
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LOS  ANGELES  —  The  Olympics  swimming  logo  adorns  the  post  behind 
the  Rev.  Larry  Young.  In  “real  life”  he  is  minister  of  University  United 
Methodist  Church  near  the  University  of  Southern  California  campus.  But 
like  other  ministers  here  in  the  host  city  for  the  1984  Summer  Olympics,  he 
has  been  busy  for  months  getting  ready  to  host  thousands  of  athletes  and 
visitors.  reportr  staff  photo  by  susan  carroll 


Summer  Olympics : 

UM  ministers  on  ‘team’  serving  two  major  ‘villages'1  of  athletes 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

LOS  ANGELES  —  United  Methodist 
minister  Mike  Fink  took  off  his  bright 
green  “official”  Olympic  jacket  and  ad¬ 
justed  his  clerical  collar. 

It  was  another  unusually  hot  day  in 
Southern  California  last  week  as  he 
waited  to  be  cleared  through  the  first  leg 
in  the  maze  of  security  into  the  Olympic 
Village  where  4,000  foreign  athletes  are 
being  housed  at  the  University  of  Califor¬ 
nia  at  Los  Angeles  (UCLA). 

"I  don’t  usually  wear  one,”  he  said  tug¬ 
ging  at  the  collar,  “but  it  helps  make  me 
recognized  as  clergy  once  I’m  inside.” 

Mr.  Fink  is  one  of  two  United  Method¬ 
ist  ministers  allowed  access  to  the  ath¬ 
letes  on  the  two  major  campuses  — 
UCLA  and  the  University  of  Southern 
California  (USC)  —  housing  the  7,000  ath¬ 
letes  during  the  1984  Summer  Olympics. 

The  Rev.  Larry  Young,  minister  of 
University  United  Methodist  Church  at 
USC  across  town,  is  not  an  official  reli¬ 
gious  counselor  in  the  USC  Village,  but 
because  his  church  is  the  only  one  within 
the  compounded  area  and  because  Pro¬ 
testant  services  are  held  there  daily  for 
athletes  and  staff,  he  is  allowed  access  to 
the  campus. 

30  chaplains  on  team 

The  two  United  Methodist  ministers 
are  part  of  a  team  of  30  chaplains  (in¬ 
cluding  Muslims,  Buddhists  and  Jews) 
officially  sanctioned  by  the  Los  Angeles 
Olympic  Organizing  Committee  as  “re¬ 
ligious  counselors”  to  the  athletes  and 
their  entourages  on  the  two  campuses. 

Several  of  the  foreign  teams  brought 
their  own  ministers,  including  Germany 
and  some  of  the  far  eastern  countries. 

Ministering  to  the  athletes  is  one  of 
dozens  of  "entertainment”  services  pro¬ 


vided  by  the  Olympics  committee,  Mr 
Fink  said. 

During  pre-Olympic  organizing,  reli¬ 
gious  officials  were  surprised  to  find 
themselves  among  the  entertainment 
committees,  Mr.  Fink  said.  After  being 
bypassed  during  committee  reports,  the 
committee  chairwoman  laughingly  said 
she  forgot  religion  was  supposed  to  fit 
into  the  category  of  “fun.” 

N  In  between  showings  of  “Indiana 
Jones,”  runs„ta4he  cafeteria  for  loading 
up  on  Coca  Cola  and  Snickers,  and  trips 
to  the  discotheques  ( that  foreign  athletes 
are  reportedly  reveling  in),  the  athletes 
are  offered  Protestant  worship  services 
twice  daily  and  a  Bible  study  in  the 
middle  of  the  day. 

Devotional  services  offered 

United  Methodists  are  in  a  rotation 
with  other  Protestants  in  leading  the 
services  which  are  usually  short  devo¬ 
tional-type  services  with  the  focus  on  a 
single  verse  of  scripture,  Mr.  Fink  said. 

The  response  has  not  been  overwhelm¬ 
ing  among  the  athletes  housed  at  UCLA, 
he  said,  probably  because  there  are  no 
U.S.  athletes  there  and  the  foreign 
athletes  are  more  worried  about  be¬ 
coming  acclimated  to  their  new 
surroundings  and  participating  in  the 
games. 

There  is  also  speculation  that  some 
U.S.  athletes  have  begun  their  own  Bible 
studies.  A  number  of  the  U.S.  team  mem¬ 
bers  including  Carl  Lewis,  Calvin  Smith 
and  Ed  Moses  had  spent  the  last  several 
weeks  witnessing  to  their  faith  in  local 
churches  when  they  were  not  training. 

On  the  whole,  “Religious  services  are 
generally  not  the  first  thing  on  their 
minds,”  Mr.  Young  said,  “but  as  they  be¬ 
gin  to  feel  more  pressure,  I  expect  we’ll 
see  more  of  them.” 


Nonetheless,  the  Inter-religious  Coun¬ 
cil  maintains  three  chaplains  in  the 
UCLA  Village  from  early  in  the  morning 
until  10  at  night. 

Chaplains  are  on  duty  24  hours  a  day  at 
USC  where  the  U.S.  team  is  staying. 

“Our  job,"  Mr.  Fink  said,  “is  to  serve 
as  the  liaison  between  the  athletes  and 
the  faith  community. 

Not  there  to  evangelize 

“We're  not  there  to  evangelize,”  he 
said,  explaining  that  ministers  are  now 
allowed  to  approach  the  athletes.  In¬ 
stead,  he  sees  the  ecumenical  group  as  a 
built-in  counseling  center  in  the  Village. 

ile’ll  likely  be  seeing  the  athletes  in 
two  situations,  he  said:  “When  they’re 
depressed  after  losing  an  event.  And  in 
their  spare  time  between  competitions.” 

In  the  meantime,  his  "on-duty”  time 
has  been  spent  walking  around  the  Vil¬ 
lage  —  visiting  with  coaches,  trainers 
and  staff  who  are  between  training  and 
“biding  their  time”  until  their  particular 
games  begin  during  the  two-week  event. 

“Walking  around  lets  them  know  we’re 
available  when  they  do  need  us,”  he  said. 

“At  first  the  Olympics  Committee  had 
an  idea  of  a  ‘medical  model’  ”  for  the 
chaplaincy  program,  Mr.  Fink  said. 
“They  wanted  us  to  stay  in  a  booth  and 
wait  until  somebody  got  ‘hurt’  and  came 
in.  We  said  no  way.”  Instead  the  team  of 
chaplains  circulates  within  the  Village. 

In  addition  to  the  ordained  ministers, 
the  UCLA  Olympics  religious  staff  in¬ 
cludes  a  group  of  religious  aides  —  a 
Jewish  psychiatrist,  a  Lutheran  layman 
and  biblical  scholar  who  speaks  nine  lan¬ 
guages  and  a  pool  of  seminary  interns  to 
assist  the  chaplains. 

The  approach  to  religion  within  the  Vil¬ 
lages  is  admitedly  low  key,  both  pastors 
say. 


“I  think  we  can  make  a  witness  (to  the 
foreign  athletes)  by  showing  them  how 
we  honor  and  respect  each  others’  reli¬ 
gions  here  in  the  United  States,”  Mr. 
Fink  said. 

“The  Olympics  represent  a  coming  to¬ 
gether  of  the  world  —  very  much  akin  to 
the  vision  of  Jesus  Christ,”  Mr.  Young 
added. 

When  athletes  see  this  kind  of  coopera¬ 
tion  among  Americans,  they  are  seeing 
the  possibility  of  cooperation  among  all 
peoples,  Mr.  Fink  said. 

Many  U.S.  stars 
called  bom  again 

From  Religious  News  Service 

Almost  half  of  the  750  athletes  on  the 
U.S.  Olympic  team  are  born-again  Chris¬ 
tians,  two  top  athletes  told  a  worship  ser¬ 
vice  in  Van  Nuys,  Calif. 

According  to  the  City  News  Service  in 
Los  Angeles,  track  and  field  star  Carl 
Lewis  wore  a  “Lay  Witness”  T-shirt  as 
he  addressed  about  300  people  at  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Van  Nuys.  He 
said  he  had  “received  Jesus  Christ”  in 
1981  through  the  work  of  a  group  called 
Lay  Witness  for  Christ.  Formerly  based 
in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  the  group  is 
moving  to  Van  Nuys  and  has  numerous 
athletes  in  its  ranks. 

The  22-year-old  Mr.  Lewis  is  aiming  for 
four  gold  medals  in  track  and  field  at  the 
Olympics.  He  credited  Willie  Gault,  a 
Chicago  Bears  receiver  who  sought  un¬ 
successfully  to  regain  amateur  status  to 
try  out  for  the  Olympics  as  a  sprinter, 
with  having  led  him  to  make  a  Christian 
commitment. 

Mr.  Gault  told  the  gathering  that  40  to 
50  percent  of  the  U.S.  Olympic  team  are 
born-again  Christians. 


OFFER  THEM  CHRIST”  PRINTS 
READY  FOR  LOCAL  CHURCH 


This  magmlicenl  new  oil  painting  by  nationally  acclaimed  artist  Kenneth  Wyatt  diamatically  captures  the  moment 
lohn  Wesley  sent  Thomas  Coke  from  England  across  the  Atlantic  to  ordain  Francis  Asbury 


This  is  the  painting  you've  heard  so  much  about  -  in  The  Saturday  Evening  Post;  in  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 
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Newest  bishops  claim  many  distinctives ,  ‘firsts  ’ 


•  1st  Japanese-American  (Bishop  Roy 
Sano). 

He  also  is  the  2nd  Asian-American,  fol¬ 
lowing  Bishop  Wilbur  Choy,  a  Chinese- 
American,  who  retires  this  summer. 

•  1st  time  ethnic  minorities  filled  ma¬ 
jority  of  vacancies  in  a  jurisdiction. 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction  delegates 
chose  ethnic  minority  persons  to  fill  two 
of  three  vacancies  (Bishops  May  and 
Forrest  Stith)  while  Western  Jurisdiction 
delegates  chose  them  to  fill  all  three 
( Bishops  Galvan,  Kelly  and  Sano) . 

•  1st  time  ethnic  minorities  comprise 
majority  of  active  bishops  in  a  jurisdic¬ 
tion. 

Four  of  the  six  active  bishops  in  West¬ 
ern  Jurisdiction  are  ethnic  minorities 
(Bishops  Galvan,  Kelly,  Sano  and  Melvin 


Talbert). 

•  Most  ethnic  minorities  ever  elected 
(seven). 

•  Most  divorced  persons  (three). 

Dr.  Mitchell  says  he  has  found  no  evi¬ 
dence  that  any  divorced  person  ever  was 
elected  bishop  for  184  years  in  any  of  the 
denominations  that  preceded  the  UMC. 
That  barrier  first  was  broken  in  1976  by 
one  election  and  by  a  second  election  in 
1980.  All  three  bishops  elected  by  the 
Western  Jurisdiction  this  summer  have 
been.divorced.  (No  divorced  white  man 
yet  has  been  elected  bishop. ) 

•  2nd  never-married  person  this 
century  (Bishop  Craig). 

The  only  other  never-married  person 
this  century,  Bishop  William  Cannon,  re¬ 
tires  from  the  Raleigh,  N.C.,  Area  this 


summer.  Before  him,  the  last  never- 
married  bishop  in  the  EUB  tradition  was 
elected  in  1839  and  in  the  Methodist  tradi¬ 
tion  was  elected  in  1808.  Dr.  Mitchell 
notes  that  it  once  was  considered  essen¬ 
tial  that  a  candidate  for  the  episcopacy 
not  only  never  have  been  divorced  but 
also  that  he  have  a  wife.  Before  he  was 
elected  in  1968,  Bishop  Cannon  often  was 
told  playfully  that  he  wouldn’t  have  a 
chance  to  be  bishop  unless  he  got  a  wife. 
In  one  of  the  more  popular  quips  in 
United  Methodist  folklore,  Bishop  Can¬ 
non  replied,  “But  what  would  I  do  with 
her  if  I’m  not  elected?” 

The  many  episcopal  wives’  traditions 
have  yet  to  be  challenged  by  the  presence 
of  an  episcopal  husband.  Bishop  Mat¬ 
thews  was  divorced  before  she  entered 


the  ordained  ministry;  Bishop  Kelly  was 
divorced,  re-married  and  widowed  be¬ 
fore  she  was  ordained;  Bishop  Craig 
always  has  been  single. 

•  1st  former  missionary  (Bishop  Lloyd 
Knox )  elected  for  U.S.  area. 

•  Only  active  U.S.  bishop  with  a  beard 
(Bishop  Job  —  there  now  is  a  goatee 
among  the  46  U.S.  episcopal  shepherds 
on  the  denomination’s  Council  of 
Bishops).  “I  can’t  remember  another 
bearded  bishop  since  early  in  the 
century,”  Dr.  Mitchell  says.  “Of  course, 
beards  were  very  common  in  the  1800s.” 

One  could  split  hairs  over  other 
“firsts”  and  distinctions,  but  the  preced¬ 
ing  items  alone  add  up  to  a  historic  set  of 
elections. 


‘Peace  advocate’  program  spreads 


Chicago  church  commissions  volunteers  along  judge’s  model 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Probably  no  group  of  new  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishops  ever  has  set  or  ever  will  set 
so  many  records  by  their  election  as  the 
19  who  were  chosen  two  weeks  ago. 

After  Sept.  1  when  they  take  office,  the 
church  will  begin  to  see  how  the  19  will 
perform  as  bishops.  For  now,  however, 
the  spotlight  is  on  what  they’ve  done 
simply  by  being  elected. 

The  list  compiled  here  is  based  on  the 
Reporter’s  research  and  especially  on 
the  aid  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Mitchell  of 
Troy  State  University  in  Alabama.  Dr. 
Mitchell  long  has  studied  the  episcopacy 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  in  all 
of  its  preceding  denominations. 

The  19  persons  elected  bishop  in  1984 
hold  these  unique  attributes : 

•  1st  Hispanic  (Bishop  Elias  Galvan). 

•  1st  non-U. S.  citizen  (Bishop  Galvan). 

Although  he  has  lived  in  the  U.S.  for 

two  decades,  Bishop  Galvan  remains  a 
citizen  of  his  native  Mexico. 

•  1st  ever  from  Peninsula  and  Kansas 
West  Annual  Conferences  (Bishops  Fel¬ 
ton  May  and  Richard  Wilke).  Peninsula 
includes  Delaware  and  eastern  Mary¬ 
land. 

•  1st  from  South  Dakota  and  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Annual  Conferences  (Bishops 


Rueben  Job  and  Neil  Irons)  since  the 
Methodist  union  of  1939  and  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  United  Brethren  (EUB  )  union  of  1946. 
Both  bishops  are  former  EUB  ministers. 

•  Fastest  rise  this  century  (Bishop 
Leontine  Kelly). 

It  has  taken  the  average  bishop  20  to  25 
years  as  an  ordained  elder  in  full  connec¬ 
tion  before  being  elevated  to  the  general 
super  intendency  of  ministers  and  the 
church,  Dr.  Mitchell  says.  Bishop  Kelly 
rose  to  the  episcopacy  after  only  seven 
years  as  an  elder  in  full  connection.  For 
many  years,  the  “fastest  riser"  title  was 
held  by  Bishop  Gerald  Kennedy  who  was 
elected  in  1948  at  age  40  after  16  years  as 
an  elder.  Bishop  Marjorie  Matthews 
broke  that  record  in  1980  after  being  an 
elder  in  full  connection  only  10  years. 
Bishop  Judith  Craig  tied  that  record  with 
her  election  this  summer.  (All  three 
women  bishops  have  entered  the  or¬ 
dained  ministry  as  a  second  career. )  De¬ 
spite  the  trend  toward  electing  persons 
with  relatively  brief  clergy  experience, 
nobody  is  likely  to  break  Methodism’s 
all-time  record  for  “fastest  riser:" 
Bishop  Francis  Asbury  in  1784  rose  to  the 
episcopacy  after  only  one  day  as  an 
elder. 

•  1st  ethnic  woman  (Bishop  Kelly,  a 
black). 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

CHICAGO  —  The  peace  advocacy  ef¬ 
forts  of  a  United  Methodist  layman  in 
Houston  have  grown  from  an  individual 
crusade  into  a  national  church  project. 

The  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  in  Nashville,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  officially  launched  a  national  peace 
education  program  in  a  local  church  here 
recently. 

The  original  “peace  advocate,” 
Woodrow  Seals,  a  federal  judge  in  Hous¬ 
ton,  was  recovering  from  surgery  and 
unable  to  attend. 

The  national  program  is  designed  to  es¬ 
tablish  peace  advocates  in  local 
churches.  It  was  inaugurated  with  the 
commissioning  of  six  United  Methodist 
clergy  and  lay  persons  as  “peace  advo¬ 
cates”  at  Ashburn  UMC  here.  The  Rev. 
Ezra  Earl  Jones,  general  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship,  was  the  key¬ 
note  preacher. 

“We  are  starting  a  program  that  we 
hope  will  eventually  find  its  way  to  every 
United  Methodist  church,”  Dr.  Jones  told 
the  group. 


ers.  This  person’s  chief  goal  is  to  keep  the 
issue  of  peace  on  the  minds  and  in  the 
prayers  of  the  church’s  members.” 

“Most  of  all,”  he  stressed,  “peace  ad¬ 
vocate  programs  must  have  grassroots, 
congregation  level  involvement." 

Propelled  by  congregation 

In  keeping  with  Judge  Seals’  proto¬ 
type,  the  national  program  is  also  “pro¬ 
pelled  by  the  congregation,"  stated  the 
Rev.  Neil  M.  Alexander,  staff  member  of 
Discipleship’s  section  on  Ministry  of  the 
Laity.  The  program  is  headquartered  at 
and  funded  by  this  section  also. 

“The  board  decided  to  incorporate 
Judge  Seals’  idea  because  it  is  pro¬ 
foundly  simple  in  that  its  key  respon¬ 
sibility  is  to  remind  ourselves  of  God’s 
command  that  we  work  for  peace  with 
justice,”  he  explained.  “Also  it  presents 


many  possibilities  and  practical  ways  for 
congregations  to  get  involved  in  peace 
issues. 

“Nearly  300  churches  responded  fa¬ 
vorably  with  inquiries  following  a  na¬ 
tional  promotional  mailing  we  conducted 
on  the  peace  advocate  program  two 
months  ago,”  he  said. 

“Ashburn  church  in  Chicago  was  se¬ 
lected  as  the  program’s  launching  site  to 
illustrate  a  congregation  at  work  for 
peace.  The  special  commissioning- 
worship  service  there  symbolized  a  spe¬ 
cific  intention  on  the  part  of  the  church.” 

The  Rev.  Carol  Cory,  Ashburn’s  pas¬ 
tor,  added,  “All  Christians  know  that 
peace  is  God’s  will.  We  yearn  for  the 
peace  that  is  promised  in  our  Scriptures. 
Many  people  in  our  local  churches  are 
ready  to  stand  up  and  be  counted  as  ad¬ 
vocating  justice  and  peace  as  God’s  will 


for  this  time.” 

Mr.  Alexander  said  “Each  church  is 
designing  its  own  format.  There  are  no 
limits  on  the  number  of  advocates  per 
church,  and  their  activities  may  vary 
from  making  peace  information  booths 
to  creating  poetry,  art  and  devotional 
material. 

“The  Board  of  Discipleship  is  the  na¬ 
tional  linking  point,”  he  continued.  “We 
provide  a  newsletter  and  guidesheets  of 
project  suggestions.  Locally,  peace  advo¬ 
cates  should  link  with  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society’s  ‘Peace  with  Jus¬ 
tice’  personnel  in  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence.” 

For  additional  information  contact 
Sandy  Hodge,  Coordinator,  Section  on 
Ministry  of  the  Laity,  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  Term. 
37202. 


Stand  on  side  of  peace 

“We  are  asking  United  Methodist 
people  to  say,  ‘I  am  willing  to  stand  on 
the  side  of  peace  rather  than  the  side  of 
lesser  alternatives  to  war.'” 

A  peace  advocate  is  a  member  of  a 
local  congregation  who  “is  interested  in 
making  a  visible  witness  for  peace  and 
keeping  the  issues  before  the  congrega¬ 
tion,”  said  Sandy  Hodge,  the  program’s 
national  coordinator. 

Commissioned  along  with  the  group  in 
the  church  service  here,  Ms.  Hodge 
added,  “To  become  an  advocate,  one 
need  only  become  an  aggressive  peace 
educator.  Ask  to  be  endorsed  by  your 
council  of  ministries,  administrative 
council  or  other  organization.” 

Judge  Seals,  the  first  proponent  of  lo¬ 
cal  church  peace  advocates.”  is  a  66- 
year-old  U.S.  district  court  judge  and 
lay  leader  at  St.  Stephen’s  UMC  in  Hous¬ 
ton,  Texas.  A  long-time  supporter  of 
peace  and  disarmament,  Judge  Seals 
initiated  the  peace  advocate  role  at  his 
local  church  in  1983  with  approval  of  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Mark  Lewis. 

“We  are  going  to  blow  up  the  world 
unless  Christian  people  rise  up  and 
demand  a  change  of  course  in  the  U.S. 
and  other  nations,”  he  said.  “The  local 
church  peace  advocate  is  not  just  anoth¬ 
er  position  on  a  church’s  roster  of  lead- 


CHICAGO  —  The  first  group  of  United  Methodist  peace  advocates  participate  in  their  commissioning  service  at 
Asburn  United  Methodist  Church.  The  Rev.  Carol  Cory,  pastor  of  the  church,  leads  them  through  the  service  as  other 
members  of  the  congregation  listen.  photo  by  bakbaka  dunlap-bkug 
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4 Swayed  by  grace  ’ 

Southern  Baptist  clergy  woman  changes  to  UMC  relationship 


Pontius'  Puddle 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  The  Rev.  Martha  Gilmore, 
in  1977  the  first  woman  ordained  in  Texas 
as  a  Southern  Baptist  minister,  switched 
her  ministerial  relationship  this  year  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

She  was  reared  a  Southern  Baptist  and 
established  her  Christian  roots  there  — 
taught  Bible  studies  and  Sunday  school 
lessons  there  and  eventually  climbed  to 
the  elite  position  of  ordained  minister. 

But  some  time  during  seven  years  of 
theological  education  at  UM-related 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  she  began  to  feel 
drawn  to  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

“I  was  on  the  outside  looking  in  (at  the 
United  Methodist  denomination)  and  I 
saw  an  enthusiasm  for  religion  that  was 
steady  and  methodical.  It  took  a  different 
form  from  what  I  had  been  used  to,  but  it 
was  a  witness  to  me,”  she  said. 

Swayed  by  ‘grace’  emphasis 

The  Methodist  emphasis  on  grace  fin¬ 
ally  swayed  Mrs.  Gilmore  over  from 
the  nation’s  largest  Protestant  denomi¬ 
nation.  “It’s  very  assuring,  very  free¬ 
ing,”  she  said.  “I  especially  like  the 
Methodist  benediction  (‘Now  may  the 
grace  of  our  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus 
Christ  .  .  .’)  that  sends  the  congrega¬ 
tion  off  with  that  assurance.” 

‘I  was  on  the  outside 
looking  in  and  I  saw  an 
enthusiasm  for  religion 
that  was  steady  and 
methodical.’ 

Mrs.  Gilmore’s  Baptist  ordination  was 
transferred  into  the  UMC’s  North  Texas 
conference  this  summer  and  she  became 
a  United  Methodist  elder  with  probation¬ 
ary  membership  in  the  conference.  She 
lacks  three  courses  from  Perkins  — 
polity,  doctrine  and  history  —  before  she 
can  graduate  and  qualify  for  full  confer¬ 
ence  membership.  Meanwhile,  she 
continues  as  assistant  director  of  the 
Perkins  intern  program,  sending  and 
supervising  seminary  students  on  intern¬ 
ships. 

Her  change  of  denominations  did  not 
come  easily  nor  in  haste.  Instead,  she 
said  it  was  the  end  of  a  spiritual  and 
emotional  maturing  process  that  began 
in  1971  when  she  began  to  “claim  her  own 
identity.” 

“Until  I  was  30,  I  was  right  on  the 
Southern  Baptist  track  .  .  .  married  and 
rearing  children,”  she  said.  But  most  of 
her  identity  was  tied  to  her  husband, 
Jerry,  a  prominent  lawyer  and  Dallas 
city  councilman  at  the  time.  And  while 


she  enjoyed  the  travel  that  came  with  his 
position,  she  tired  of  “chartered  bus  trips 
and  corsages.” 

Read  Interpreter’s  Bible 

“I  started  reading  the  Interpreter's 
Bible.  I  read  it  constantly,  waiting  in  the 
dentist’s  office,  everywhere,”  she  re¬ 
called.  She  said  that  gave  her  the  idea  of 
attending  seminary.  About  that  same 
time  she  was  working  with  pregnant 
teenage  girls  through  a  Dallas  social 
service  agency,  and  “I  desperately 
wanted  to  give  those  girls  some  hope,” 
she  said. 

“It  wasn’t  just  pregnant  girls  that  I 
wanted  to  help.  I  wanted  to  minister  to  all 
kinds  of  people  in  need.  I  also  wanted  to 
minister  in  the  important  times  of 
people’s  lives  —  in  weddings, 
communion  and  funerals,”  she  said. 

But  “those  kinds"  of  ministers  were 
always  men  in  her  denomination.  And  it 
wasn’t  until  a  Baptist  minister  (who  later 
broke  away  from  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  and  formed  his  own  non- 
denominational  church)  told  her  “you’ve 
got  what  it  takes  to  go  to  seminary”  that 
she  decided  to  take  what  was  considered 
a  questionable  step  for  a  Baptist  woman. 
“That  was  the  best  advice  I  ever  got," 
she  added. 

She  chose  Perkins  over  Southwestern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth  (the  largest  Baptist  seminary  in 
the  nation  and  40  miles  from  Dallas)  be¬ 
cause  it  was  smaller  and,  admittedly,  the 
attitude  toward  women  seminarians  was 
more  tolerant  at  Perkins.  In  1973,  she 
feared  there  might  be  a  good  number  of 
students  and  faculty  at  Southwestern 
Baptist  Seminary  who  frankly  thought 
“biblically,  I  should  not  have  been 
there,"  she  said. 

Four  years  later  she  was  ordained  at 
Cliff  Temple  Baptist  church  in  Dallas. 

Her  ordination  certificate  from  that 
church  reflects  the  Southern  Baptist  atti¬ 
tude  toward  women  in  the  ministry:  all 
its  references  are  masculine.  Yet  the 
framed  papers  hang  prominently  on  the 
wall  in  her  office  at  SMU,  and  she  shows 
no  resentment  or  bitterness  about  the 
lack  of  opportunity  she  had  to  minister  in 
the  Baptist  church. 

She  was  asked  only  once  to  preach  at 
Cliff  Temple,  three  years  after  she  was 
ordained. 

Southern  Baptist  Convention  officials 
say  there  are  at  least  250  ordained 
women  but  only  13  in  the  active 
pastorate.  The  convention  last  June 
adopted  a  resolution,  not  binding  on 
Southern  Baptist  congregations,  which 
declares  that  the  Bible  excludes  women 
from  pastoral  leadership  roles. 

Mrs.  Gilmore  admitted  that  her  own 
Baptist  ordination  by  her  church  was  a 
reward  that  recognized  she  had  done 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 

minimum  charge  up  to  2S  words.  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance  


CARDEN  FAMILY  INSTITUTE.  Develop  CARING. 
FULFILLING,  INTIMATE,  interpersonal  relation¬ 
ships.  2465-C5  Napfie Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa..  (215) 
331-9887.  Professional  Staff. 


RESIDENTIAL  HOUSEPARENTS :  Group  Home 
for  Children  in  Covina,  California.  Couples 
preferred.  Apartment  provided.  Salary  $13,500- 
$15,900.  Telephone  Mrs.  Bell  (818)  331-0541. 


RESIDENTIAL  COORDINATOR:  Schedule/ 
Supervise  Houseparents  in  Masonic  Group  Home  for 
Children.  Evening  hours  Monday-Friday.  BS  Degree 
in  Behavior  Science  or  equivalent  experience.  (818) 
331-0541  Mrs.  Kottkamp. 


A  FULL  TIME  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  for  a  1. 500- 
member  suburban  church  to  plan,  organize,  and 
coordinate  a  total  program  and  leadership 
development.  Experience  and  Master's  degree 
preferred.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  St. 
Matthews  United  Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  Edythe 
Sherman.  319  Browns  Lane.  Louisville,  Ky  40207 


FULL-TIME  D.C.E.  900-member  church.  Available 
immediately.  Master's  Christian  Education  pre¬ 
ferred.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact:  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  225  East  Arrow,  Marshall. 
Missouri  65340 


YOUTH-MUSIC  DIRECTOR  for  a  1. 050-member 
church.  Salary  negotiable  based  on  experience.  Send 
to  Rev.  Eugene  Barrett,  P.O.  Box  427,  Winchester, 
Tenn.  37398  or  (615  >  967  3333. 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR  wanted  full-time  for  1.200- 
member  church  in  western  suburb  of  Chicago. 
Responsibilities  include  three  singing  choirs,  two 
handbell  choirs,  recorder  ensemble,  direction  of 
musical  events  and  music  education.  Contact  the 
Rev.  Dr  Emery  A.  Percell.  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church.  Aurora.  Illinois  60506 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  Lay  or  clergy,  to  work  with 
youth  in  fast  growing  congregation  with  history  of 
strong  youth  program  Must  have  experience  in 
youth  work.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume, 
references  and  photo  to  Mrs.  Norine  J.  Altman. 
Business  Administrator,  St.  Matthew  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  1200  Moreland  Drive,  Belleville,  Ill. 


HANDBELLS  ADD  AN  Indefinable  extension  to  your 
church's  ministry  Write  or  call  Claude  Ward 
Associates.  3616  Coral  Gables  Drive,  Dallas.  TX 
75229  <214)  3S7-0017 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Music/Youth  Director 
Could  use  Christian  Educator  strong  in  Youth 
Ministry.  Salary  negotiable  based  on  experience. 
Send  resume  to:  Rev  R.  Eugene  Jonte.  P.O.  Box  127. 
Jasper.  Texas  75951 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  HOMES  for  the  Aging 
of  the  Wyoming  Conference  seeks  Chaplain, 
preferably  Methodist,  lo  coordinate  a  spiritual  care 
program  for  the  Homes'  Agency.  Qualified  person 
should  have  geriatric  and  administrative 
experience;  Master  of  Divinity  Degree  from  an 
accredited  theological  seminary;  4  quarters  (units) 
of  clinical  pastoral  education,  ecclesiastical 
endorsement,  five  to  seven  years  of  experience  as  a 
chaplain  ,  and  certified  as  a  Fellow  in  the  College  of 
Chaplains.  Salary  dependent  on  qualifications  Send 
resume  and  letter  of  interest  to:  Executive  Director. 
285  Deyo  Hill  Road.  Johnson  City.  N  Y.  13790 
Applications  accepted  up  to  August  31.  1984.  EOE 
Employer 


EDUCATIONAL  ASSISTANT-CAMP  Director  for 
800- member  church  with  year  round  program  of 
Christian  Education  and  summer  camping  for 
children  and  youth  in  church  owned  camp  Available 
to  work  September  1,  1984.  Resumes  accepted 
through  August  15th.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable 
Centenary  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  167. 
Quincy.  Fla  32351  Phone  <904)  627-9226 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC,  Half  time  position  offered. 
Annual  salary,  $8000  00.  Active  established  music 
program  in  600-member  church.  Requires  experience 
with  vocal  and  handbell  choirs.  Send  resume  attn; 
R  L.  Peterson,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  243  So. 
Broadway.  Redondo  Beach.  CA  90277  213  372-8445 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 
growing  downtown  2,200  church.  Salary  negotiable. 
Hospitalization  and  retirement  provided  Buncombe 
Street  United  Methodist  Church,  Drawer  1988,  Green¬ 
ville.  SC  29602. 


FOR  SALE:  Mod  3  ELLIOTT  ADDRESSING 
MACHINE,  excellent  condition,  with  storage  stand, 
stencil  trays  and  IBM  typewriter  adapted  for  cutting 
stencils.  Please  call  (214  )  241-4880 

PART-TIME  POSITION  Available  for  Retired 

Minister.  Position  to  do  visitation  for  2.700-member 
downtown  congregation  with  growing  ministry. 
Write  First-Centenary  United  Methodist  Church. 
P.O.  Box  208,  Chattanooga.  Tennessee  37401. 

EXPERIENCE  INDIA  with  Bob  Nave,  former  UM 
Missionary.  Speaks  fluent  Hindi.  24-day  tours  Oct. 
and  Jan.  Has  conducted  6  India  tours.  Free 
brochures  from  5835  Lyndale  Ave.  S..  Minneapolis. 
Minn.  55419. 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  HOLY  LAND 
TRIP  with  Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  Transco  Tower, 
Suite  1830.  P.O.  Box  1396,  Houston.  Texas  77251- 
Telephone  ( 713)  439-4072. 

WANTED:  Administrator  for  Red  Bird  Hospital  in 
the  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference.  Located  in  a 
rural,  mountain  area  of  Southeastern  Kentucky,  this 
health  care  institution  provides  a  wide  range  of 
medical  and  dental  services.  Red  Bird  Hospital  is  a 
project  related  to  the  National  Program  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Please  send  resumes  to:  Personnel 
Manager.  Red  Bird  Hospital,  Beverly,  Ky.  40913, 
(606  )  598-5135. 

FOR  SALE:  Summer  Cottage,  historic  Methodist 
Campground.  DesPlaines,  Ill.  2  stories.  6  rooms, 
screened  porch,  swing.  Reroofed,  repainted  1984. 
Furnished.  Equipped  kitchen.  Only  Methodist  can 
purchase  $8,000.  (312  )  824-4129. 

PARAGRAPH  REPRINTS  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Discipline  of  1798.  which  contain  the 
explanatory  notes  on  Methodist  polity  written  by 
Thomas  Coke  and  Francis  Asbury,  can  be  purchased 
for  10  dollars,  including  postage.  Mail  order  and 
check  to  Institute  for  the  Study  of  Methodism  at 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary.  2121 
Sheridan  Road.  Evanston.  Illinois  60201 

"WELL  PUBLISH  YOUR  Church  History, 
cookbooks,  sermons,  booklets,  etc.  We  offer  the 
highest  quality  in  workmanship  for  small  or  large 
quantities  —  and  only  2-4  weeks  for  delivery."  Write: 
QUILL  PUBLICATIONS,  P.O.  Box  36499,  Dept.  R, 
Decatur.  Georgia  30032  j 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  United  Methodist:  Now  more 
than  ever  we  need  AFFIRMATION.  Write  P.O.  Box 
1021,  Evanston,  Ill.  60204  ; 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  of  the  Unit- 
ed  Methodist  Church  snd  receive  9%  interest?  Write 
UMDF,  Room  303B.  475  Riverside  Drive,  N.Y.,  NY 
10115  !j 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  -  Youth  Director; 
Coastal  South  Florida  church  needs  experienced 
couple  or  individual  who  has  had  successful,  proven 
program.  Salary  and  Benefits  negotiable.  This  is  not 
a  usual  or  average  opportunity.  Send  Resume;  it  will 
be  held  in  confidence.  Staff/Parish.  Box  1289.  Lake 
Worth.  Fla.  33460 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Insigne.  The  standard  6-foot  cross  is  2-inch 
square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold  or  bronze. 
Custom  sizes  available.  The  flame  is  fire  red 
polyurethane  paint  on  1/8  inch  aluminum.  Mounting 
brackets  included.  Inquire  of  Cross  and  Flame 
Insigne.  P.O.  Box  157.  Amberg.  Wis.  54102. 

BUYING  COINS.  Coin  Collections.  Accumulations, 
estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  7  Whooping 
Crane.  Rockport.  Texas  78382. 

NEED  A  FUND  RAISER?  Publish  a  Group 
Cookbook!  Free  brochure,  estimates.  We  also 
specialize  in  church  and  family  histories  Sanders 
Printing.  Box  160-M2.  Garretson.  S.D.  57030.  (605) 
594-3427.  j 

SPRING  through  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES  Near 
Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view  Completely 
furnished  efficiencies  $125  week.  $400  four  weeks; 
Clayton  Calhoun.  P.O  Box  1138,  Waynesville,  N.C. 
28786  (  704  )  627-6067 

METHODIST  BICENTENNIAL  SYMBOL  Portfolio 
of  four  graphs  varying  sizes,  for  stitchery,  latch 
hook  $5.  Circuit  Rider  on  hand  marked  #10  needle¬ 
point  canvas,  8  x  15".  with  instructions  (yam, 
needle  not  included)  $14.  Still  available:  United 
Methodist  Symbol  Portfolio,  nine  stitchery  pro¬ 
jects  $7  Money  promptly  refunded  if  you’re  not 
satisfied  (Minn,  residents  add  6%  tax)  NANCY 
DESIGNS.  11036-R  Trail  West,  Bloomington.  Minn. 
55437 

The  Rev.  Martha  Gilmore 
everything  —  taught  Sunday  School  and 
Bible  studies  and  even  worked  in  jail 
ministries. 

“I  was  still  seen  as  ‘little  Martha’  by 
many  people  in  the  church  I  grew  up  in,” 
she  said. 

Still  teaches  Sunday  school 

While  Mrs.  Gilmore’s  membership  is 
in  United  Methodism’s  North  Texas  Con¬ 
ference,  she  still  teaches  Sunday  School 
at  Cliff  Temple  where  her  family 
remains  active.  Her  husband  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  denomination’s  Home  Mission 
Board,  a  prestigious  elected,  voluntary 
position  he  has  held  for  the  past  two 
years.  Mumblings  about  a  call  for  him  to 
resign  the  position  because  of  his  wife’s 
“actions”  have  been  discounted;  he  is 
expected  to  serve  out  the  next  few 
months  of  his  term  as  head  of  the  board. 

While  Mrs.  Gilmore  would  probably 
not  be  called  a  “women’s  libber”  (she 
maintains  strong  convictions  about  her 
responsibility  to  her  husband,  home  and 
family)  she  has  “rocked  the  boat”  for 
women’s  rights  within  the  Baptist 
church.  After  taking  a  course  at  Perkins 
on  the  power  structure  of  the  church,  she 
spoke  out  for  women  of  Cliff  Temple 


Baptist  Church  to  be  more  in  the  decis¬ 
ion-making  bodies  of  the  church.  After 
she  carried  her  message  to  various 
Sunday  school  classes,  some  church 
leaders  appeared  to  feel  threatened.  Yet 
because  she  had  grown  up  in  the  church 
and  the  people  knew  her,  she  was  never 
seen  as  an  “outside  agitator.” 

Mrs.  Gilmore,  the  10th  woman 
ordained  in  the  UMC’s  North  Texas 
Conference,  said  times  are  changing  for 
women  in  the  ministry.  While  women  are 
entering  seminaries  at  the  highest  rate  in 
history,  she  fears  the  burnout  rate 
among  women  will  increase  at  much  the 
same  rate. 

Problems  for  clergywomen 

“It’s  a  very  difficult  time  for  women  in 
the  ministry,”  she  said.  Women, 
particularly  young  married  women  who, 
like  other  young  professionals,  want  to 
start  a  family,  find  it  particularly  hard 
being  in  the  ministry.  While  many 
employers  can  redistribute  the  work 
while  a  woman  is  on  maternity  leave,  for 
instance,  it's  not  so  easy  if  she  is 
expected  to  deliver  a  message  in  the 
pulpit  on  Sunday.  In  addition,  the 
itineracy  system  presents  another  set  of 
problems  for  women,  especially  those  in 
two-career  families. 

Mrs.  Gilmore  is  still  uncertain  about 
her  own  plans  in  the  ministry.  Since  she 
did  her  internship  as  a  chaplain  in  a 
hospital,  she  hasn’t  had  the  opportunity 
to  work  as  a  pastor  in  a  local  church.  She 
plans  to  continue  her  job  at  Perkins  while 
she  picks  up  remaining  course  work.  She 
has  a  non-salaried  affiliate  relationship 
at  Glen  Oaks  UMC  in  Dallas  where  she’s 
been  preaching  on  an  occasional  basis. 

Prior  to  her  move  from  one  denomi¬ 
nation  to  another,  Mrs.  Gilmore  was 
asked  by  members  of  the  North  Texas 
Conference  committee  on  ordained 
ministry  what  she  would  be  leaving 
behind  in  the  Baptist  church.  She 
answered  that  what  was  more  important 
to  her  was  what  she  might  bring  from  the 
Southern  Baptist  tradition.  That’s  just 
one  more  indication  of  her  pride  in  those 
roots,  even  though  she  has  branched  out 
in  a  different  direction. 


CERTAINLY  THE  PASTORAL  SEARCH 
COMMITTEE  CONSIDERED  FEMALE 

applicants  sot  none  MET  OUR 

MAIN  QUALtPl CATION . 
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Good  financial  shape 
reported  within  WCC 


Papers  played  major  role 
in  shaping  church  life 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

GENEVA  —  In  addition  to  electing  the 
Rev.  Emilio  Castro  as  the  World  Council 
of  Churches’  new  general  secretary  (see 
Reporter  July  20),  the  council’s  central 
committee  meeting  here  in  July  heard  a 
financial  and  programmatic  report. 

Reporting  for  the  finance  committee 
Presbyterian  J.  Oscar  McCloud  said  that 
in  1983  there  was  no  shortfall  in  undesig¬ 
nated  income  for  the  second  year  in  a 
row  and  no  deficit  from  the  council’s  1983 
Vancouver  Assembly.  While  giving  in¬ 
creased  nearly  250  percent  in  less  than  a 
decade,  he  said,  real  income  increased 
only  41  percent  because  of  inflation  and 
currency  fluctuation. 

The  committee  advised  the  council 
that  new  activities  must  mean  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  others. 

Janice  Love,  a  United  Methodist  who 
teaches  at  the  University  of  South  Caro¬ 
lina  in  Columbia,  was  elected  moderator 
of  the  Program  Unit  on  Justice  and  Ser¬ 
vice.  She  told  United  Methodist  News 
Service  she  feared  the  financial  situation 
would  not  improve  and  the  mandates 
from  the  Vancouver  assembly  will  be  put 
in  by  shifting  resources  rather  than  ad¬ 
ding  new  staff. 

“That  will  be  a  difficult  job,”  she  said. 
“If  we  could  get  more  undesignated 
funds,  it  would  improve  the  situation,  but 
we  must  plan  anticipating  the  financial 
base  will  not  expand  dramatically.” 

Two  world  conferences  were  approved 
by  the  central  committee.  One  on  faith 
and  order  probably  will  be  held  in  1988.  A 
second  on  justice,  peace  and  the  integrity 
of  creation  is  a  possibility  for  1989.  Ms. 
Love’s  unit  will  plan  the  latter,  subject  to 
central  committee  approval.  Its  purpose, 
she  said,  is  to  get  more  commitment 
from  the  churches  to  work  for  justice, 
peace  and  the  integrity  of  creation  in¬ 
cluding  the  ecological  dimension. 

The  unit  presented  a  66-page  report 


giving  its  programmatic  concerns  as 
food,  health,  racial  justice,  human 
rights,  socio-political  and  economic  jus¬ 
tice,  and  peace.  Priorities  are  to  be 
determined. 

A  resolution  on  Namibia  deplored  and 
condemned  South  African  harrassment 
of  church  people  and  property.  It  ex¬ 
pressed  “deep  appreciation  for  the 
courageous  witness”  of  the  leadership  of 
the  Namibian  Council  of  Churches.  The 
303  WCC  member  churches  were  asked 
to  “unmask  and  condemn  South  Africa’s 
intensified  campaign  of  diplomatic  de¬ 
ception”  over  Namibia,  renew  their 
commitment  to  Namibian  self-determin¬ 
ation,  and  press  for  mandatory  sanctions 
against  South  Africa.’  | 

The  central  committee  drew  particular 
attention  to  South  Africa’s  accords  with 
Mozambique  and  Angola  which  have 
created  the  “misleading  and  dangerous 
impression”  that  South  Africa  is  em¬ 
barked  on  a  policy  of  peace,  and  the 
“fraudulent  and  racist”  constitutional 
changes  that  exclude  black  people. 

The  central  committee  agreed  to  build 
a  wing  on  the  WCC’s  headquarters  Ecu¬ 
menical  Center  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
WCC  and  the  world  confessional 
families. 

United  Methodists  elected  to  WCC 
committees  are:  Professor  John  Desch- 
ner,  Dallas,  Texas,  moderator,  Faith  and 
Order;  Theresa  Hoover,  finance  com¬ 
mittee;  the  Rev.  Joe  Agne,  Chicago,  Pro¬ 
gram  to  Combat  Racism;  Professor  Jay 
McDaniel,  Conway,  Ark.,  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety;  the  Rev.  Paul  McCleary,  New 
York,  Commission  on  Inter-Church  Aid, 
Refugee  and  World  Service;  the  Rev. 
John  A.  Murdock,  New  York,  Christian 
Medical  Commission;  the  Rev.  Jeanne 
Audrey  Powers,  New  York,  Women  in 
Church  and  Society,  and  Olivia  Muchena, 
Zimbabwe,  Commission  on  Churches’ 
Participation  in  Development. 


By  WALTER  N.  VERNON 

Chuijch  papers  and  journals  have  had  a 
cruciai  influence  in  shaping  the  minds  of 
church  members  on  the  polity  of  our  pre¬ 
decessor  denominations. 

When  the  Evangelicals,  United  Breth¬ 
ren,  and  Methodists  began  in  America, 
they  had  bishops  as  heads  of  the  church. 
The  bishops  and  their  assistants,  the  pre¬ 
siding  elders,  gave  close  supervision  to 
the  preachers,  all  of  whom  were  dedicat¬ 
ed  but  most  of  whom  were  untrained  for 
the  ministry.  Only  the  bishop(s)  knew 
the  whole  church  and  its  needs. 

However,  one  major  division  in  Ameri¬ 
can  Methodism  grew  out  of  strong  objec¬ 
tions  to  the  authority  and  power  of  the 
early  bishops,  leading  to  the  formation  of 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church.  The  is¬ 
sues  began  when  some  Methodists  ear¬ 
nestly  proposed  that  lay  delegates  be  au¬ 
thorized  for  annual  and  general  confer¬ 
ences  and  that  presiding  elders  be 
elected  by  annual  conferences  rather 
than  appointed  by  bishops.  One  of  their 
slogans  was  “a  country  without  a  king, 
and  a  church  without  a  bishop.” 

Reformer  published  paper 

Early  in  this  movement  for  laity  rep¬ 
resentation  the  “Reformers,”  as  they 
were  called,  started  publishing  a  paper. 
“Wesleyan  Repository”  (soon  changed 
in  name  to  “Mutual  Rights”).  The  paper 
—  and  the  movement  —  were  dedicated 
to  “the  recovery  of  .  .  .  rights  of  minis¬ 
ters  and  members  .  .  .  from  .  .  .  tyranny 
...  of  hierarchies  .  .  .  [and  a  paper]  was 
necessary  that  the  people  should  be  en¬ 
lightened.”  After  some  years  of  educa¬ 
tion  —  and  agitation  —  the  “reformers” 
withdrew  and  organized  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church  —  without  bishops! 
and  with  lay  delegates  at  their  confer¬ 
ences. 

The  Evangelical  Association  and  Unit¬ 
ed  Brethren  Church  guarded  against  ex¬ 
cessive  power  in  the  episcopacy  by 
electing  bishops  to  serve  only  four  years 
at  a  time,  but  they  were  eligible  for  re- 
election.  Only  one  has  ever  failed  to  be 
re-elected.  Paul  H.  Eller  writes  that  in  no 
sense  was  the  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  Church  a  truly  episcopal  church,  for 
it  did  not  consider  that  bishops  were  a 
third  order  of  ministry.  On  the  other 
hand  they  were  allowed  to  speak  and  vote 
in  General  Conference  sessions,  which 
Methodist  bishops  were  not. 

Term  episcopacy  target 

The  church  press  was  also  involved  in 
the  discussion  of  "term  episcopacy"  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
in  1925-1934.  This  was  a  proposal  that 
bishops  be  elected  for  a  “term”  of  office 
(four  or  eight  years) .  At  the  1930  General 
Conference  of  the  Southern  church  in 
Dallas  term  episcopacy  was  favored  at 
first  but  eventually  defeated.  Further  ef¬ 
forts  at  the  1934  Conferences  were  unsuc¬ 
cessful. 

Bishop  John  M.  Moore  analyzed  the  is¬ 
sues  that  brought  forth  the  proposals  for 
term  episcopacy  in  these  terms  in  the 
“Daily  Advocate”  at  the  1934  General 
Conference:  “Bishops  should  be  as  sub¬ 
ject  to  retirement  from  service  for  unac¬ 
ceptability  and  inefficiency  as  are  minis- 
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Ecumenical  focus  given 
by  higher  education  unit 


ters  in  any  other  relations  in  the  Church. 

. .  .  The  Church  that  has  neither  the  abil¬ 
ity  to  create  nor  the  courage  to  enforce 
provisions  for  ridding  itself  of  an  ineffi¬ 
cient  and  unacceptable  man  in  any  place 
is  itself  inefficient." 

More  recently,  discussions  in  the 
church  press  and  in  church  conferences 
have  resulted  in  legislation  that  struc¬ 
tures  the  appointive  system  so  that  con¬ 
cerns  of  local  churches,  pastors,  their 
wives,  and  children  are  definitely  taken 
into  account. 

Other  changes  in  recent  years  that  af¬ 
fect  the  use  of  power  in  the  church  are  ( 1 ) 
creation  of  a  Judicial  Council,  which 
passes  on  the  constitutionality  of  actions 
in  the  church,  (2)  increased  role  of  the 
laity  —  especially  women,  and  (3)  re¬ 
strictions  on  how  long  a  bishop  serves  in 
the  same  area  —  or  at  what  age  he  re¬ 
tires. 


By  BETSY  ALDEN  TURECKY 

FORT  WORTH  -  Over  300  delegates 
from  seven  major  denominations  from 
across  the  U.S.  and  from  Seoul,  Korea,  to 
San  Juan,  Puerto  Rico,  convened  at  Tex¬ 
as  Christian  University  here  July  18-21 
for  the  first  national  ecumenical  confer¬ 
ence  on  the  church  and  education. 

The  conference  was  asked  “to  shape  a 
faithful  future  for  the  church’s  educa¬ 
tional  mission.”  That  process  involved 
denominational  responses  to  addresses 
by  educators  including  Joan  Parent, 
president  of  the  National  School  Boards. 
Association,  two  leaders  from  Eden 
Theological  Seminary  in  St.  Louis,  and 
seven  guests  from  Asia. 

Symbols  of  the  heritage  of  each  partici¬ 
pating  denomination  were  featured  in  an 
opening  worship  service.  These  included 
an  Anglican  prayer  book,  Calvin’s  Insti¬ 
tutes,  a  chalice,  Wesley’s  quotation  about 
joining  “knowledge  and  vital  piety,”  a 
rainbow,  and  even  a  tote  bag  labeled 
“Education  is  My  Bag!” 


New  awareness  emerged  concerning 
the  false  separation  of  public  and  private 
education,  about  the  fragmentation  and 
isolation  of  higher  education  ministries, 
and  about  education  not  being  merfely  an 
individual  matter  but  one  to  be  dealt  with 
by  churches  at  community  and  national 
levels. 

Conferees  agreed  to  promote  the 
agenda  of  education  throughout  the 
church  on  behalf  of  public  education, 
church-related  schools  and  colleges, 
Christian  education  in  local  churches  and 
seminary  education. 

United  Ministries  in  Education  is  a 
joint  project  of  American  Baptist 
Churches,  the  Christian  Church  (Dis¬ 
ciples  of  Christ),  Church  of  the  Breth¬ 
ren,  Episcopal  Church,  Moravian 
Church,  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
and  United  Church  of  Christ. 

Ms.  Turecky  is  a ,  United  Methodist 
minister  and  director  of  communications 
for  United  Ministries  in  Education. 


the  church  today 


Workshops  to  discuss 
local  church  computers 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)  —  Comput¬ 
ers  in  United  Methodist  local  churches 
and  the  use  of  statistics  for  planning  by 
annual  conferences  will  be  features  of  a 
series  of  workshops  in  September  and 
October. 

Planned  by  the  denomination’s  Gener¬ 
al  Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion  here,  the  sessions  will  be  held  on  a 
jurisdictional  basis  beginning  Sept.  17  in 
Menlo  Park,  Calif.,  and  concluding  Oct. 
31  in  Charleston,  W.  Va. 

Each  session  will  be  divided  into  two 
basic  parts,  GCFA  officials  said.  The 
first  will  deal  mainly  with  fiscal  and  sta¬ 
tistical  matters.  The  second  will  concen¬ 
trate  on  local  church  use  of  computers. 

The  computer  section  will  deal  with  the 
selection  and  installation  of  a  computer 
by  a  congregation  and  generally  will  be 
open  to  anyone  who  wants  to  attend  on  a 
first  come  basis.  Registration  details  for 
this  part  of  the  series  can  be  obtained 
from  the  Rev.  William  R.  Johnson  at 
GCFA  headquarters  at  1200  Davis  St., 
Evanston,  Ill.  60201. 

UM  minister  to  head 
Chautauqua  Institution 

CHAUTAUQUA,  N.Y.  -  Chautauqua 
Institution,  the  110-year-old  cultural  and 
religious  center  in  western  New  York 
State,  named  the  Rev.  Daniel  L.  Bratton 
as  its  15th  president  on  July  21. 

Dr.  Bratton,  52,  comes  to  Chautauqua 
from  Salina,  Kansas,  where  he  served  as 
president  of  Kansas  Wesleyan  College 
for  a  decade  beginning  in  1973.  He  is  an 
ordained  United  Methodist  minister. 

More  than  325  applications  from  cor¬ 


porate  executives,  presidents  of  universi¬ 
ties  and  colleges,  church  and  govern¬ 
ment  officials  were  received  in  a  national 
search  which  has  been  carried  on  since 
November  1983. 

He  succeeds  Dr.  Robert  R.  Hesse  who 
left  Chautauqua  this  past  fall  to  join  the 
Joffrey  Ballet  as  executive  director  and 
a  managing  director  of  its  board. 

Puerto  Rican  native 
given  priorities  position 
from  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK  -  The  Rev.  Eli  S.  Rivera 
has  been  appointed  first  director  of 
missional  priorities  for  the  National 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  A  native  of  Puerto 
Rico,  Mr.  Rivera  has  been  with  the 
division  10  years,  most  recently  as  assis¬ 
tant  general  secretary  of  the  Congre¬ 
gational  Development  Unit. 

In  addition,  the  National  Division  has 
added  eight  new  staff  members, 
including  four  in  Finance  and  Field 
Service. 

In  his  new  post,  Mr.  Rivera  will  coordi¬ 
nate  all  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
Missional  Priority  activities  within  the 
BGM.  He  will  begin  immediately. 

Teams  trained  to  make 
home  areas  “more  loving” 
from  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILLE  -  Teams  of  youth  and 
adults  from  local  churches  in  Louisiana, 
North  Alabama  and  Southern  New 
Jersey  annual  conferences  met  here  in 
mid-July  to  launch  a  program  aimed  at 
helping  them  make  their  own  communi¬ 
ties  more  loving  and  just. 


The  “Youth  Servant  Team”  program 
is  a  cooperative  effort  involving  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  Scarritt 
College  and  the  various  annual  con¬ 
ferences  and  local  churches. 

Leo  Rippy  Jr.,  a  director  in  the  Section 
on  the  Ministry  of  the  Laity  of  the  Board 
of  Discipleship,  said  the  program 
recognizes  youth  as  full  laity. 

Dr.  Rippy  said  teams  will  assess  the 
needs  of  their  communities,  assess  their 
own  resources,  and  make  a  match 
between  the  two  and  do  something  that 
will  make  a  difference  they  can  see. 

Archives  ‘friends’  form 
new  national  group 

MADISON,  N.J.  (UMNS)  —  Formation 
of  a  group  of  persons  interested  in  pre¬ 
serving  the  history  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  of  its  antecedent 
bodies  has  been  announced  by  officials  of 
the  denomination’s  Archives  and  History 
Center  here. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Yrigoyen  Jr., 
general  secretary  of  the  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History,  said  the  group  is  to 
be  known  as  “Friends  of  the  Archives.” 

The  history  executive  said  “Friends” 
would  pay  an  annual  membership  fee  for 
which  they  will  receive  subscriptions  to 
Methodist  History,  the  church’s  official 
historical  journal,  and  “The  Historian’s 
Digest,”  a  newsletter  of  the  Commission 
on  Archives  and  History. 

The  history  center  was  established  in 
1982  on  the  campus  of  Drew  University 
here.  It  is  the  home  of  the  archives  and 
history  commission,  the  Drew  Methodist 
research  library  and  the  denomination’s 
official  archives. 
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‘Visions  of  Peace’  Theme  of  School  of  Christian  Mission 


The  Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women  held  two  Schools  of 
Christian  Mission  on  the  campus  of 
Centenary  College  at  Shreveport.  The 
theme  was  “Visions  of  Peace-Actions  of 
Faith.”  Mrs.  Johnnye  Butler  served  as 
Dean  of  the  School  and  Mrs.  Lottie 
Palazzo,  Associate.  Rev.  George  Calvin 
Sr.  led  the  study  on  “Ephesians”  and 
teaching  the  course  on  “Korea”  were 
Miss  Anne  Metz,  Rev.  James  Spitzkeit 
and  Rev.  Robert  Young.  The  study  on 
“Swords  Into  Plowshares:  A  Vision  of 
Peace”  was  conducted  by  Mrs. 
Ernestine  Dixon,  Mrs.  Merrilyn  Irvin, 
Mrs.  Mary  Grace  Lyman  and  Mrs. 
Margaret  St.  Amant. 

One  hundred  seventy  attended  the 
Weekday  School  and  one  hundred 
thirteen  the  Weekend  School.  Of  this 
number,  sixty-five  were  attending  for  the 
first  time.  The  offering,  which  will  go  to 
“Food,  Land  and  Justice,”  amounted  to 
$1,105.00. 

In  special  gatherings  of  the  entire 
school,  the  groups  heard  a  presentation 
by  Dr.  David  Trickett  on  “The  Conflicts 
of  Religions” ;  a  report  from  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences  by  Dr.  Nancy 
M.  Carruth;  and  special  music  from 
volunteer  choirs  led  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W. 
J.  Figg.  Audio-visuals  were  presented  by 
Lottie  Palazzo.  The  twenty-one  Dameron 
Fellowship  winners  were  recognized  and 
the  group  participated  in  a  Fellowship 
Night  of  getting  acquainted  and  sharing. 

At  the  close  of  the  schools,  it  was 
announced  that  Mrs.  Lottie  Palazzo  will 
be  Dean  of  the  1985  School  and  Mrs.  Ola 
Fisher,  Associate  Dean.  A  service  of 
Commitment  and  sending  forth,  led  by 
Mrs.  Estelle  Dameron  and  Mrs.  Nell 
Read,  gave  meaningful  purpose  to  the 
participants  as  they  returned  to  their 
local  churches. 


Twelve  members  attend  from  St.  Matthews  Church  of  Metairie. 


Deans  of  the  school  —  left  to  right. 
Associate  Dean,  Lottie  Palazzo  and 
Dean,  Johnnye  Butler. 


The  faculty  of  the  school, 
left  to  right,  Ernestine  Dixon, 
Nora  Figg,  George  Calvin, 
Mary  Grace  Lyman,  Mildred 
St.  Amant,  Merrilyn  Irvin, 
Robert  Young,  Anne  Metz, 
Pete  Spitzkeit,  and  Dean, 
Johnnye  Butler. 


Southside  (Monroe)  Breaks 
Ground  for  New  Addition 

On  July  8,  Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway  dedicated  the  $2,500,000  plant  of  the  Southside 
United  Methodist  Church,  Monroe.  The  2151  member  church  has  had  an  outstanding 
record  in  outreach  and  evangelism  under  its  Senior  Pastor,  Dr.  Lea  Joyner. 

Also,  on  July  8,  ground  was  broken  for  the  new  Alline  Hynum  Choir  Room  and 
covered  walkway.  The  above  picture  depicts  the  event  with  the  participants  of  the 
day,  including  Dr.  Doug  McGuire,  Monroe  District  Superintendent  fourth  from  the 
left;  Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway,  on  Dr.  McGuire's  left;  Rev.  Richard  Behling, 
Associate  pastor  of  Southside  UM  Church,  fifth  from  the  right;  and  Dr.  Lea  Joyner. 
Senior  Pastor  of  Southside,  on  the  extreme  right. 


Over  80  Attend  Men’s  Retreat 

a  m  \ 


Fun,  games,  spiritual  challenge  and 
churchmanship  were  among  the 
characteristics  of  the  annual  United 
Methodist  Men’s  Retreat,  held  this  year 
at  Centenary  College.  Over  80  men 
attended,  and  enjoyed  the  fellowship  and 
special  presentations. 

Next  year  the  retreat  will  return  to 
Pineville  and  will  be  held  in  August 
following  the  Purdue  85  Congress. 

In  the  top  picture.  Dr.  Tom  Matheny, 
President  of  the  Judicial  Council  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  for  years  a 
nationally-known  Lay  Leader,  is  shown 
leading  a  work  session.  In  the  photo  to 
the  right.  Jack  Dew  is  presiding  and 
Charles  Goodgame  is  addressing  the 
group. 


Lafon  Home  Comes  Alive 

By  SAMUEL  W.  WALKER 

- ...  -  .. —  Director  of  Special  Ministries 

UM  Area  Offices 

Time  has  marched  on  since  January  31, 1977  when  the  doors  of  a  110 
year  old  institution  of  the  Methodist  Church  were  closed  at  5:00  p.m. 
after  the  last  resident  had  been  claimed  by  members  of  his  family. 
The  twenty-eight  year  old  facility,  erected  in  1949,  could  not  be  brought 
up  to  modern  standards.  Having  seen  the  handwriting  on  the  wall,  the 
board  of  directors  in  1975  agreed  along  with  Bishop  Crutchfield  to  the 
launching  of  a  fund  raising  campaign.  This,  of  course,  fell  through 
when  word  came  that  the  home  had  to  be  closed.  Demolition  of  the 
outdated  frame  structure  took  place  in  June  of  1977. 

The  struggle  and  the  test  of  faith  was  set  in  motion,  and  for  the  past 
eight  years  the  Board  of  Trustees  consisting  of  twenty-three  members 
has  been  working  to  make  Lafon  Home  come  alive. 

A  new  nursing  facility  of  which  we  can  be  justly  proud  has  been 
completed,  and  the  doors  of  this  one  hundred  seventeen  ( 117)  year  old 
institution  are  once  again  opened  for  business.  A  formal  opening  will 
take  place  soon. 

The  facility  is  located  at  4021  Cadillac  Street,  New  Orleans,  70122. 
Edward  J.  Lang  is  the  Administrator  and  the  telephone  number  is  288- 
2314. 


Clinical  Pastoral  Training  Set  at  CLSH 


An  advanced  course  in  Clinical 
Pastoral  Training  entitled,  “Personality 
Disorders  and  Their  Treatment”  will  be 
offered  for  clergypersons  at  Central 
Louisiana  State  Hospital  beginning 
Monday,  August  20.  1984  according  to 
Chaplain  Roland  K.  Friedrich,  Director 
of  the  Clinical  Pastoral  Training 
program.  Students  can  earn  two  hours  of 
Seminary  credit  with  the  completion  of 


this  course  as  well  as  two  units  of 
Continuing  Education  Credit. 


Birth 


Angela  Elizabeth  YVideman.  daughter 
of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Wideman  of  Baton 
Rouge,  was  born  July  29.  Fred  is  the 
pastor  of  St.  Andrew's  UM  Church. 


New  Orleans  Area 
Teachers'  Training  Set 


On  August  28  and  30  there  will  be 
identical  workshops  held  in  different 
parts  of  the  New  Orleans-Houma  and 
New  Orleans-Slidell  districts,  in  order  to 
help  teachers  in  the  church  school 
become  even  better  leaders.  On  August 
28,  teachers  will  meet  at  the  Bayou  Blue 
United  Methodist  Church  at  7:00  p.m., 
and  on  August  30  at  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  (at  the 
same  time).  Both  sessions  will  conclude 
by  9:30  p.m.  Make  plans  to  attend  the 
workshop  nearer  you! 

On  August  18  and  September  20,  there 
will  be  a  different  set  of  identical  labora¬ 
tory  workshops  held.  At  these  sessions, 
actual  classroom  periods  will  be 
conducted,  and  then  discussion  of  their 
strengths  and  weaknesses  will  occur.  On 
September  18,  the  meeting  will  be  at  the 
Metairie  United  Methodist  Church,  and 
on  September  20  at  the  Winan  United 


Methodist  Church  in  Franklinton.  Both 
evenings'  events  will  begin  at  7:00  p.m. 
and  end  by  9:30  p.m. 

For  each  of  these  sessions,  child  care 
will  be  provided.  A  nominal  registration 
fee  of  $2  for  each  meeting  will  help 
defray  expenses.  A  transportation  pool 
will  be  available  from  New  Orleans  to 
Bayou  Blue  and  Franklinton.  For  further 
information,  watch  for  programmes  of 
these  events;  they  are  being  sent  to  each 
pastor  in  both  New  Orleans  districts  as 
well  as  to  the  laity  responsible  for  church 
school  education  supervision  in  each 
church.  Those  from  other  districts  are 
invited  to  participate,  should  they  choose 
to  do  so,  though  they  will  not  automati¬ 
cally  receive  programmes.  Those  wish¬ 
ing  additional  information  are  asked  to 
contact  Dr.  David  Trickett  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  at  504-866-8681 . 


Of  Special  Interest  on  the  Inside  Pages 


Editorial :  WCC  sorely  needs 
new  chief’s  blend  of 
evangelism,  social  action 
Opportunities  for  member 
growth  in  ethnic  minority 
communities  enhanced . Page  4 


Olympic  games:  United 
Methodists  focus  on 
hospitality  centers, 

home  fellowship . Page  3 

Hispanics  celebrate 
unprecedented  moment . Page  3 
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Women  In  Government  Represented  At  Lubbock 


The  long  line  of  delegates,  beginning  with  Dorothy  Taylor,  left  front,  are  those  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  The  26  representatives  sat  at  one  long,  continuous  table.  The 
Oklahoma  Conference  is  shown  at  the  table  behind  and  the  North  Arkansas  Confer¬ 
ence  in  front. 


Sarah  Fugler,  of  Greensburg,  and  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Jurisdictional  dele¬ 
gation  is  shown  on  the  left,  above,  with  Senator  Shirley  Marsh  of  the  Nebraska 
delegation.  They,  along  with  Dorothy  May  Taylor,  shown  in  the  photo  below, 
represented  women  in  government  who  served  as  delegates  to  the  conference.  Sarah 
represents  parish  government;  Senator  Marsh  has  long  been  an  influential  member 
of  the  Nebraska  Unicameral:  and  Dorothy  represents  state  government  in  Louisiana. 


Louisianians  All  In  A  Row 


International  Lesson  Series 

Reform  In  Religion 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Pastor 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 

II  Kings  18:1-8, 19:29-31,20:20 

About  1400  years  before  Christ,  the 
brilliant  Pharaoh  Akhenaton  made  an 
amazing  discovery.  The  sun,  which 
Egyptians  had  worshiped  for  centuries 
was  not  the  source  but  merely  a  channel, 
a  reflector  of  sorts.  “There  was,”  said 
Akhenaton,  “a  power  behind  the  sun,  a 
power  which  could  not  be  seen  by  mortal 
man  but  nevertheless  the  power  above 
all  powers,  the  source  of  all  that  had 
been,  was  then  and  would  ever  be.” 

He  worked  backwards  from  a  symbol 
to  that  for  which  the  symbol  stood.  In 
doing  so,  he  became  monotheistic.  But, 
most  people  work  the  other  way.  They 
begin  with  a  monotheistic  faith  and  begin 
to  construct  symbols  which,  in  time, 
become  “gods”  in  themselves.  It’s  a 
weak  faith  that  demands  material 
representation  of  God.  It’s  a  false 
worship  that  finds  itself  focused  on  idols 
or  icons  or  whatever  is  offered  as  a 
substitute. 

What  does  a  reformer  do  when  he/she 
finds  the  religious  practices  of  the  land 
polluted?  Obviously,  he  tries  to  ascertain 
the  nature  of  true  worship  and  substitute 
it  for  the  false  worship  being  practiced. 
Isaiah  probably  influenced  King  Hezekiah 
in  bringing  about  reform  in  the  religious 
practices  of  Judah.  Israel  had  fallen  to 
the  foreign  invader.  Judah  faced  a 
similar  fate.  Hezekiah  believed  that 
Israel  had  sinned  and  had  been  punished 
for  her  failure  to  live  as  God  intended.  Sc 
he  looked  upon  the  false  religious 
practices  of  his  own  land,  Judah,  with 
much  concern  and  turned  to  Isaiah  for 
advice  and  counsel. 

“He  removed  the  high  places  and 
broke  the  pillars,  and  cut  down  the 
Asherah.  And  he  broke  in  pieces  the 
bronze  serpent  that  Moses  had  made 
.  .  .”  Hezekiah  found  that  most  of  the 
abuses  were  in  the  local  congregations 
wherein  there  was  little  or  no  supervision 
from  authorities.  Many  Jews  had 
accepted  pagan  gods  in  addition  to 
Yahweh.  They  still  worshiped  gods  of 
fertility  and  nature  —  baals.  They  also 
had  come  to  worship  the  symbols  which 
represented  Yahweh,  the  symbols 


instead  of  Yahweh  So,  under  the  orders 
of  Hezekiah,  the  “high  places”  (elevated 
stone  or  dirt  platforms  upon  which  cuRic 
idols  were  placed  for  worship),  the 
“Asherah”  (usually  some  type  of 
representation  of  the  goddess  Asherah  — 
or  Astarte  —  a  wooden  image  or 
something  similar),  and  the  “bronze 
serpent”  supposedly  made  by  Moses 
were  all  destroyed.  Worship  was 
centrally  focused  in  the  Temple  of 
Jerusalem  in  order  that  some  control 
over  religious  practices  could  be 
exercised. 

Then  the  Assyrian  army  came  to  the 
very  walls  of  the  city.  Hezekiah  asked 
Isaiah  for  word  from  the  Lord  and  Isaiah 
gave  words  of  prophecy  which  seemed  to 
indicate  that,  after  two  seasons  Of 
deprivation,  the  situation  would  ease  and 
the  hostile  army  would  withdraw. 
Hezekiah  was  also  led  to  prepare  for  the 
siege  by  laying  in  supplies  and  having 
constructed  the  1,700  foot  long  tunnel, 
now  named  after  Hezekiah.  which 
brought  fresh  spring  water  into  the 
walled  city  from  the  Gihon  spring  outside 
the  walls. 

Some  sort  of  plague  or  pestilence 
struck  the  Assyrian  army  and  many  died 
before  they  withdrew.  The  Jews  had 
prayed  for  deliverance  and  deliverance 
had  been  given.  Hezekiah  had  prayed  for 
special  favor  but.  at  the  same  time,  was 
practical  enough  to  do  all  he  could  to 
preserve  the  city  and  her  peoples 

A  few  words  about  true  and  false 
worship.  We  moderns  sometimes 
criticize  or  ridicule  the  ancients  when  we 
consider  how  they  worshiped  idols.  But 
sometimes  we  insist  on  idolatrous 
representations  of  God  before  we  can 
focus  on  Him.  We  must  have  special 
chambers  in  which  to  meditate.  We  must 
have  special  stained  glass  sanctuaries  to 
give  inspiration.  We  must  have  Bibles  in 
our  own  favorite  versions.  And,  how 
many  of  us  have  worshiped  the  Bible 
rather  than  the  God  whom  it  proclaims? 
How  many  of  us  have  worshiped  the 
beautiful  sanctuary  (which  is  man¬ 
made)  instead  of  the  God  whom  it 
praises?  If  we  are  to  reform  our  own 
personal  religions,  we  must  be  willing  to 
tear  down  all  the  “high  places,  the 
Asherah,  the  bronze  serpents”  we  have 
made  and  worship  God  in  spirit  and  in 
truth. 


Lafayette  Site  of  Mini-Mission  Workshop 


The  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District 
Council  on  Ministries  and  the  United 
Methodist  Women  will  co-sponsor  a  Mini- 
Mission  Workshop,  Sunday.  August  19,  at 
First  UMC,  Lafayette,  starting  at  2:30 
p.m. 

Mrs.  Margaret  St.  Amant  will  present 
the  Study,  “Swords  into  Plowshares:  A 


Vision  of  Peace";  Rev.  George  Calvin 
will  lead  the  Biblical  study, 
“Ephesians”:  and  Rev.  James  Spitzkeit 
will  teach  the  study  on  “Korea.”  Study 
books  and  resources  will  be  available. 

Persons  from  surrounding  districts  are 
invited  to  attend.  Where  possible,  car 
pools  are  recommended. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 
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wcc  s  new  leader:  encouraging 
potential  for  needed  balance 


The  Rev.  Emilio  Castro’s  recent  elec¬ 
tion  as  chief  executive  of  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  appears,  at  least  on  the 
surface,  to  be  an  ideal  choice  (see  UMR, 
July  20).  The  early  signs  suggest  that  he 
has  the  capability  and  the  desire  to  be  a 
"bridge-builder”  between  the  incredibly 
diverse  interests  and  groups  that  make 
up  the  world’s  most  diverse  religious  or¬ 
ganization. 

Mr.  Castro  is  a  Methodist  pastor  from 
Uruguay  who,  for  11  years,  served  as 
head  of  the  WCC’s  mission  and  evangel¬ 
ism  program.  Observers  speak  highly  of 
his  performance  in  that  position,  noting 
his  “missionary  fervor"  and  ability  as  a 
"fiery  evangelistic  preacher."  Those 
qualities  should  serve  him  well  in  reach¬ 
ing  out  to  those  alienated  by  the  WCC’s 
alleged  preoccupation  with  political  and 
social  issues  at  the  expense  of  traditional 
religious  concerns  such  as  evangelism. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  James  Ault  of 
Pittsburgh,  who  has  worked  with  Mr. 
Castro  for  several  years,  says  that  he 
brings  to  his  new  task  a  "significant 
blending”  of  personal  faith  and  social  ac¬ 
tion  emphases. 

Such  an  observable  "  blending"  in  the 
World  Council’s  top  leader  is  sorely  need¬ 
ed.  Fairly  or  not,  many  critics  blame  Mr. 
Castro's  predecessor,  the  Rev.  Philip 
Potter,  for  lacking  an  integrated  under¬ 
standing  of  the  Christian  gospel.  They 
cite  the  WCC’s  seeming  preoccupation 
under  Dr.  Potter's  leadership,  if  not  be 
fore,  with  poverty  and  injustice  in  Third 
World  countries  without  a  corresponding 


nassion  for  helping  persons  experience  a 
personal  relationship  with  God  through 
Jesus  Christ. 

No  one  should  expect  Mr.  Castro  to  re¬ 
pudiate  the  WCC’s  long-standing  com¬ 
mitment  to  Christian  social  involvement. 
Nor  should  he.  Christ’s  mandate  to  care 
for  the  needs  and  rights  of  the  "least  of 
these"  is  unmistakable. 

But  Christ’s  teaching  just  as  clearly  re¬ 
quires  a  commitment  to  provide  all  peo¬ 
ple  the  opportunity  to  experience  and  re¬ 
spond  to  the  reality  of  God  in  their  lives. 
If  the  WCC  has  stressed  that  aspect  of  the 
church’s  mission  in  recent  years,  it  has 
been  muted  and  overshadowed  by  other 
concerns.  We  are  greatly  encouraged  by 
the  WCC’s  potential  under  Mr  Castro’s 
leadership  to  provide  a  more  balanced 
emphasis  on  proclaiming  the  Christian 
message  and  bearing  witness  to  it  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  societal  issues  and  structures. 

We  urge  Christians  everywhere  —  es¬ 
pecially  those  who  have  felt  alienated  in 
recent  years  from  the  work  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  —  to  give  Mr.  Castro 
a  chance  to  put  a  new  and  more  positive 
image  on  the  organization  he  heads.  The 
cause  of  Christ  needs  a  World  Council  of 
Churches  to  bridge  the  divisions  between 
different  Christian  communions  and  to 
accomplish  many  tasks  that  are  too  big 
for  any  one  church  to  tackle  alone.  To  ful¬ 
fill  its  tasks  most  effectively,  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  needs  for  Mr.  Castro 
to  help  the  world  perceive  that  its  work  is 
throughly  grounded  in  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 
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Here  I  Stand 

Recovery  of  First  Commandment 
needed  to  stem  membership  loss 


By  RAYMOND  CALHOUN 
Lay  members  to  Annual  Conferences 
recently  returned  home  and  reported  to 
their  respective  churches  that  the  United 
Methodist  membership  is  still  in  a  down¬ 
ward  slide. 

There  has  to  be  a  reason  for  this  de¬ 
cline.  Are  the  leaders  of  our  church  too 
proud  to  admit  that  they  have  made  mis¬ 
takes  in  the  direction  they  have  been 
leading  their  flock  in  the  true  worship  of 
God?  Surely  there  have  been  some  mis¬ 
takes  made,  or  our  membership  would 
not  decline  year  after  year. 


If  a  store  is  losing  customers,  its  own¬ 
ers  know  they  are  doing  something 
wrong;  they  also  know  if  they  do  not 
change,  they  will  be  put  out  of  business.  I 
predict  that  our  United  Methodist  mem¬ 
bership  will  continue  to  erode  until  our 
ministers  put  the  first  commandment 
back  into  their  sermons.  Most  of  our  min¬ 
isters  leave  no  stone  unturned  to  tell  their 
people  that  God  loves  them.  This  is  cer¬ 
tainly  true.  God  does  love  us.  But  the  peo¬ 
ple  also  must  be  told  of  their  need  to  love 
and  commit  themselves  to  God. 

When  our  people  stand  at  the  altar  and 


My  Witness 

Communication  with  God  is  two-way 


By  WILLIAM  C.  WHITING 

God  is  misunderstood  by  many  of  us. 
That  seems  distressingly  evident  when  I 
hear  people  claim  their  prayers  were  not 
answered  or  that  God  did  not  “come 
through"  for  them.  This  drives  home  a 
very  strong  point  to  me:  people  often  fail 
to  recognize  the  answers  to  their 
prayers,  and  consequently,  have  little 
understanding  of  God. 

The  key  to  my  understanding  of  God 
lies  in  realizing  what  God’s  will  is  for  me. 
Necessarily,  God’s  will  is  different  for 
each  of  us  and  we  must  recognize  that  as 
we  search  for  the  knowledge  of  God’s 
will.  Among  other  things  I  had  to  accept 
was  that  God  has  limits  in  the  sense  that 


we  can  —  and  often  do  —  interfere  with 
God’s  intended  will.  The  ultimate  will  of 
God  will  eventually  prevail  in  spite  of 
what  we  do,  and  we 
are  accepted  uncon¬ 
ditionally  and  are 
forgiven. 

This  knowledge 
comes  through 
reflection,  medita¬ 
tion,  prayer,  and 
sharing  thoughts( 
with  other  people.  Itl 
also  comes  through  William  Whiting 
disciplining  myself  to  be  open  to  the  ways 
in  which  God  communicates  with  me. 
Then,  I  have  to  be  sure  that  as  I  accept 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Supreme  Court  criticism  clouds  real  issue 


To  the  Editor  : 

In  the  July  20  issue,  you  are  critical  of 
the  Supreme  Court  ruling  that  the  Fourth 
Amendment’s  protection  "against  unrea¬ 
sonable  searches  does  not  apply  within 
the  confines  of  the  prison  cell,"  and  "that 
inmates  are  not  guaranteed  protection 
against  seizures  of  even  their  most  per¬ 
sonal  possessions.” 

You  do  not  cite  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  which  was  brought  to  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court,  or  the  text  of  the  decision, 
which  certainly  had  clarifying  state¬ 
ments. 

Prisoners  are  confined  because  they 
are  a  danger  to  society.  In  most  cases 
they  have  violated  the  rights  of  others. 
Hopefully,  they  will  meditate  on  their 
lives  and  recognize  that  they  must 
change  or  they  will  never  enjoy  the  joy  of 
a  full  and  rewarding  life. 

Until  then,  they  are  also  a  danger  to 
each  other  and  to  prison  officials.  They 
have  lost  their  freedom  because  of  their 
misdeeds.  They  are  subjected  to 
searches  for  security  reasons,  not  for  ha¬ 
rassment  (there  are  worse  ways  to  ha¬ 
rass,  if  that  is  the  intent). 

Certainly,  there  is  no  purpose  to  be 
served  and  no  need  to  confiscate  person¬ 
al  letters  or  pictures.  This  argument 
arouses  sympathy  but  clouds  the  true 
reason  for  the  ruling,  which  is  to  give  the 
prison  system  the  freedom  to  do  its  job  of 
protecting  society,  including  protecting 
prisoners  from  each  other. 

Freedom  requires  responsibility.  If  we 
fail  to  respect  the  rights  of  others,  we 
may  expect  to  lose  our  own  freedom. 

Certainly  we  should  expect  and  insist 
that  the  prison  system  treat  prisoners 
with  respect,  and  that  it  provide  the 
means  by  which  the  prisoner  can  pull 
himself  together  and  prepare  for  a  new 
life  with  meaning  and  purpose  I  know  of 
no  better  way  than  to  turn  to  Christ  and 
His  teachings.  The  church  alone  can  pro- 
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vide  that  opportunity  through  a  prison 
ministry  and  by  providing  assistance  and 
encouragement  when  the  prisoner  is  re¬ 
leased.  David  L.  Thurston 

Ashley,  Ohio 

Three  articles  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  very  gratifying  to  read  in  the 
July  20  issue  the  editorial  headlined  “Su¬ 
preme  Court  denial  of  inmates'  privacy 
an  insult  to  human  dignity,"  M.  Thomas 
Swantner’s  "Letter  to  the  Editor”  head¬ 
lined  "  "Thank  God’  for  some  dramatic 
proposals"  regarding  Thelma  Stevens’ 
July  6  article,  and  Leta  L.  Merrow’s  su¬ 
perb  letter  headlined  "‘Who  in  the  church 
are  the  bureaucrats?"  Ms.  Merrow  bursts 
the  balloons  of  United  Methodists  who 
carelessly  toss  around  the  word  "bureau¬ 
crats.”  Austin.  Texas 

Episcopal  elections  sign 

of  new  church  role 

To  the  Editor: 

A  recent  comment  by  New  York  Times 
commentator  Tom  Wicker  regarding  the 
Democratic  Convention  could  also  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  recent  episcopal  elections  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Wicker  pointed  out  that  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Convention  in  its  actions  regard¬ 
ing  Geraldine  Ferraro  and  Jesse  Jackson 
"has  become  a  new  instrument  in  Amer¬ 
ican  politics.  Its  role  seems  more  and 
more  to  be  that  of  providing  emergent 
and  developing  interests  with  a  place  in 
political  life  ...  (Its  actions)  tell  us  that 
in  the  long  future,  power  will  be  more 
avidly  sought  by  and  more  widely  distri¬ 
buted  among  those  who  in  the  long  past 
could  only  suffer  its  consequences. " 

Four  years  ago  United  Methodists 
elected  their  first  woman  bishop  —  the 
first  woman  elected  by  any  major  Pro¬ 
testant  church.  She  will  serve  until  her 
retirement  in  August  ,  other  retirements, 
a  death,  and  the  need  for  one  more  bishop 
called  for  19  new  bishops.  Among  these  19 
new  bishops,  the  church  has  elected  two 
women,  five  blacks,  one  Hispanic,  and 
one  Asian  American.  This  means  that  out 
of  19  new  bishops,  nine  are  from  so-called 
minority  groups. 

To  paraphrase  Mr.  Wicker,  the  United 
Methodist  role  seems  more  and  more  to 
be  that  of  providing  emergent  and  devel¬ 
oping  interests  with  a  place  of  leadership 
in  American  religious  life. 

This  United  Methodist  action  is  signifi¬ 
cant  in  a  time  when  other  religious 
groups  seem  to  be  closing  doors  rather 
than  opening  them  to  those  who  wish  to 
create  a  more  inclusive  representation  in 
church  leadership. 

Walter  N.  Vernon 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Election  coverage: 

^reverse  discrimination’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Ah,  yes!  What  wonderful  Christians  we 
United  Methodists  are!  We  elected  black 
bishops,  women  bishops,  a  black  woman 
bishop,  an  Asian  bishop,  a  Hispanic  bish¬ 
op,  and  we  feel  real  good  about  it  all. 

Do  you  remember  when  we  used  to 
fault  the  press  for  mentioning  that  a  per¬ 
son  was  black  —  if  he  was,  but  not  men¬ 
tioning  that  one  was  white  when  he  was 
white?  To  the  credit  of  most  writers  and 
editors,  the  press  has  generally  put  that 
nasty  little  racial  slant  behind  them. 
There  are  a  few  exceptions,  of  course, 
like  the  United  Methodist  Reporter.  To 
be  sure,  the  editors  had  excellent  and 
high-minded  reasons  —  a  sort  of  reverse 
prejudice. 

But  prejudice,  nevertheless. 

"I  have  a  dream"  .  .  .  that  someday  we 
can  elect  men  and  women  to  be  our  bish¬ 
ops,  presidents,  vice  presidents,  or  sim¬ 
ply  our  brothers  and  sisters  without  feel¬ 
ing  a  need  to  crow  about  our  freedom 
from  prejudice.  Because  whenever  we 
point  out  that  we  aren’t  prejudiced,  we 
demonstrate  that  we  are. 

The  lead  headline  of  the  July  27  issue  of 
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the  Reporter  reads,  "Hispanic,  black  wo¬ 
man,  Asian  elected  bishops.”  How  much 
better  had  it  read,  "Galvan,  Kelly,  and 
Sano  elected  bishops.  ’  ’ 

R.  K.  MacDonald 

Dillon,  Montana 

Membership  loss 
produces  confusion 

To  the  Editor: 

Once  again  I  have  been  confronted 
with  an  article  in  the  Reporter  on  the  de¬ 
clining  membership  in  our  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  (see  UMR,  July  13).  The 
article  stated  that  the  unofficial  count 
among  the  73  annual  conferences  showed 
a  drop  of  62,500  members  last  year. 

I  am  slowly  developing  into  a  state  of 
utter  confusion,  being  unable  to  resolve 
the  dichotomy  that  is  apparently  growing 
between  those  members  whose  stated  ob¬ 
jective  is  to  double  United  Methodist 
membership  by  the  year  1992,  which 
could  be  interpreted  as  simply  bringing 
more  "bodies”  in  to  the  church,  and 
those  members  who  hold  to  the  Christian 
ethos  that  "bodies”  alone  do  not  make 
for  a  strong  and  stable  church. 

We  can  read  throughout  the  scriptures 
that  we  are  to  be  judged  by  our  deeds 
rather  than  by  our  words.  Can  I  conclude 
from  these  words  that  one  active  partici¬ 
pating  member  of  our  church  may  be 
worth  ten  verbose  members? 

If  the  goal  of  doubling  our  United  Meth¬ 
odist  membership  can  be  interpreted  as 
winning  over  to  Christianity  approxi¬ 
mately  9  million  additional  active,  parti¬ 
cipating  persons,  I  can  accept  the  “num¬ 
bers”  goal.  However,  if  the  goal  is  simply 
to  increase  our  numbers  by  9  million 
"bodies”  then  I  am  deeply  concerned. 

Perhaps  you  or  one  of  your  readers  can 
resolve  the  quandary  that  I  find  myself 
slowly  being  consumed  by  relative  to  the 
“numbers”  element  and  the  “evangelis¬ 
tic”  element  in  our  church. 

Harold  C.  Gluth 

Visalia,  California 

Editorial  contradictory 

To  the  Editor : 

This  is  in  response  to  your  editorial  de¬ 
crying  those  Baptists  who  hold  to  the  so- 
called  narrow  doctrine  of  biblical  iner¬ 
rancy  (see  Reporter.  June  29). 

You  are  contradicting  yourself  by  stat¬ 
ing  that  the  fundamentalists  are  being  di¬ 
visive  and  destroying  unity  when  in  fact 
you  are  also  being  divisive  in  trying  to 
dissuade  earnest  Christians  from  trying 
to  get  back  to  their  roots.  Our  faith  was 
built  on  the  validity  of  Holy  Scripture, 
and  to  deny  the  integrity  of  the  scripture 
leaves  us  in  a  quandry. 

How  are  we  to  believe  any  of  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  without  believing  it  all?  If  Genesis 
1:1  is  a  fable,  a  lie  or  just  a  theory,  what 
then  is  to  make  us  believe  that  Christ 
really  lived,  died  and  was  resurrected? 
The  Christian  faith,  as  unpopular  as 
some  have  made  it,  is  a  narrow  faith. 
Christ  himself  said,  "I  am  the  truth,  the 
way  and  the  life;  no  man  comes  to  the 
Father  except  by  me."  That’s  narrow! 
That’s  hard!  That  doesn’t  fit  the  liberal 
view. 

Should  I  believe  that  statement,  or 


should  I  discard  it  as  that  part  of  the 
Bible  that  doesn’t  fit  my  particular  phi¬ 
losophy?  Maybe  Christ  didn’t  really 
mean  that  I  should  forgive  my  brother. 
Maybe  that  shouldn’t  be  taken  literally. 
Maybe  I  should  forgive  only  when  certain 
conditions  are  met. 

I  applaud  the  Southern  Baptists  who 
have  had  the  courage  to  declare  that 
their  faith  stands  on  the  Word.  If  we  all 
began  to  focus  on  Scripture  as  the  ulti¬ 
mate  truth,  divisiveness,  disagreement 
and  disharmony  would  disappear  as  we 
become  unified,  working  for  the  one  pur¬ 
pose  of  our  existence  —  to  win  souls  for 
God. 

Your  putting  the  Pope’s  statements  of 
Papal  authority  in  the  same  article  about 
biblical  inerrancy  is  a  cheap  attempt  to 
confuse  the  issue.  You  are  talking  about 
God’s  authority  versus  man’s  authority. 
There  is  no  debate  that  there  is  no  scrip¬ 
ture  basis  for  the  Pope’s  position,  but 
there  certainly  is  scriptural  basis  for  the 
Baptist  position.  See  2  Timothy  3:16,  and 
pay  particular  attention  to  the  phrase 
“All  scripture  is  inspired  by  God  ...” 
Man  may  interpret  how  he  wants,  but  my 
God  doesn’t  lie.  _  D 

Donald  H.  Bua 
Brandon,  Florida 

Reporter  makes  reader 
feel  connected 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  a  superb,  very  informa¬ 
tive  publication.  Since  I  learned  of  the 
Reporter’s  existence  about  1978,  I  won’t 
be  without  it.  It  makes  me  feel  connect¬ 
ed,  and  shows  me  that  there  is  a  lot  of  di¬ 
versity  in  the  UMC  —  not  all  United 
Methodists  are  tepid  “liberals”  like  my 
L.A.  congregation  or  self-satisfied  “con¬ 
servatives”  like  my  current  congrega¬ 
tion  —  lots  of  people  are  like  me:  both 
and  neither. 

Roy  Beck’s  articles  are  especially 
good.  And  congratulations  to  Sheron  Cov¬ 
ington  Patterson  on  her  recent  wedding 
(see  UMR,  July  1$).  (oops!  Miss  Man¬ 
ners  raised  an  eyebrow  —  "Best 
wishes,”  that  is.) 

Frances  Rainbow 

Washington,  D.C. 

Church  should  heed 
advice  on  hymn  singing 
To  the  Editor : 

I  have  been  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  for  approximately  30 
years  and  feel  compelled  to  voice  a  con¬ 
sideration.  Most  of  us  need  to  reread  the 
"Directions  for  Singing”  found  in  the 
front  of  our  hymnbooks  quoted  from  John 
Wesley.  Each  statement  is  important, 
but  particularly  numeral  VI  “Sing  in 
time.  Whatever  time  is  sung  be  sure  to 
keep  with  it.  .  .’’The  last  sentence  states, 
“.  .  .take  care  not  to  sing  too  slow.  This 
drawling  way  naturally  steals  on  all  who 
are  lazy;  and  it  is  high  time  to  drive  it  out 
from  us,  and  sing  all  our  tunes  just  as 
quick  as  we  did  at  first.” 

If  we  would  all  take  this  seriously,  we 
might  bring  some  of  the  “life"  back  into 
our  hymn  singing  once  again. 

Suzanne  Fink 

Fort  Lupton,  Colorado 


God’s  communicating  with  me  that  I  am 
hearing  God  correctly. 

Communication  with  God  is  a  two-way 
process.  It  involves  both  sharing  and 
listening  with  that  special  “inner  listen¬ 
ing”  of  both  mind  and  heart.  I  have 
found  that  through  inner  listening  God 
comes  through  very  clearly. 

God  not  only  reaches  me  directly  in  a 
one-to-one  fashion,  but  just  as  frequently 
reaches  me  through  the  words  of  another 
person.  Very  seldom  does  a  person 
realize  that  at  a  given  moment  he  or  she 
may  be  used  to  transmit  a  message! 

Communicating  with  God  —  and  peo¬ 
ple  —  has  the  added  benefit  of  allowing 
you  to  see  what  God  can  do  with  your  life. 

In  my  case,  as  I  look  back  over  the  past 
year  I  can  see  how  my  life  has  been 
changed  and  how  the  ministry  I  am  to 
pursue  has  become  fairly  well  defined. 

Learning  what  God’s  will  is  continually 
provides  me  with  the  basis  for  under¬ 
standing  God.  Today  I  know  God  to  be 
loving,  accepting,  forgiving,  and  just. 

God  has  accepted  me  just  as  I  am,  and 
has  forgiven  me.  Knowing  that,  I  can 
now  accept  and  forgive  myself.  Because 
of  that  great  love,  I  know  God  is  not  going 
to  string  me  along  just  so  far  —  and  then 
drop  me. 

There  are  some  things  God  simply  can¬ 
not  do  for  me  until  I  surrender  my  will. 

(This  is  a  case  of  winning  by  admitting 
defeat.)  It  is  hard  for  even  God  to  deal 
with  a  closed  mind,  yet  today  I  know  that 
the  grace  of  God  is  always  there.  I  fre¬ 
quently  take  a  moral  inventory  of  myself 
to  help  decrease  my  character  defects  as 
well  as  improve  my  good  points,  and  I 
can  do  that  knowing  it  is  part  of  God’s 
will  for  me  that  I  seek  to  improve  myself. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  William  C. 

Whiting,  is  a  member  of  the  Hebron  UMC 
in  Attleboro,  Massachusetts  (Southern 
New  England  Conference ). 

On  the  UMR  Beat 

Journey  to  peace  requires 
clear  view  of  selves,  others 


join  the  church,  they  make  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  obey  the  first  commandment 
which  says :  “Hear  O  Israel ,  the  Lord  our 
God  is  one  Lord,  and  thou  shalt  love  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with 
all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind,  and 
with  all  thy  strength.”  Jesus  said  the  sec¬ 
ond  is  like  it:  “Thou  shalt  love  thy  neigh¬ 
bor  as  thyself.”  We  have  heard  our  min¬ 
isters  say:  “God  loves  you.”  When  have 
we  heard  them  stress  our  need  to  love 
God  in  return? 

Love  must  be  returned 

A  wife  can  love  her  husband  ever  so 
much;  but  if  he  does  not  return  that  love, 
the  marriage  will  not  last.  God  can  love 
us  ever  so  much,  but  if  we  do  not  return 
that  love,  our  commitment  to  the  church 
will  not  last.  The  slide  in  our  membership 
proves  that  commitment  to  the  church 
has  not  lasted  for  many  people. 

The  Old  Testament  is  full  of  stories 
about  how  the  Hebrew  people  stopped 
loving  God,  and  drifted  away  from  Him. 

Ministers  and  Sunday  School  teachers 
must  stress  the  need  for  our  people  to 
obey  the  first  commandment.  If  we  cease 
to  love  God,  then  our  loyalty  will  be 
transferred  to  something  else. 

Laypersons  should  do  all  we  can 

We  laypersons  of  the  church  should  do 
everything  we  can  to  alleviate  the  suffer¬ 
ing  of  the  poor,  the  sick  and  the  needy. 
This  should  include  both  foreign  and  do¬ 
mestic  missions.  At  the  same  time,  we 
and  clergy  alike  should  remind  everyone 
of  the  words  of  Jesus  when  he  said: 
"Seek  ye  first  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and 
His  righteousness;  and  all  these  things 
shall  be  added  unto  you”  (Matt.  6:33). 

We  do  not  enter  the  Kingdom  of  God 
when  we  die;  we  enter  the  kingdom  of 
God  the  moment  we  accept  Jesus  Christ  - 
as  our  Lord  and  Savior.  The  twelve  apos¬ 
tles  learned  early  in  their  ministry  that  - 
they  should  give  up  serving  tables.  They 
appointed  seven  men,  full  of  the  Holy  : 
Spirit  to  serve  the  needy.  The  apostles  .• 
gave  themselves  continually  to  prayer  : 
and  the  preaching  of  the  Word. 

This  is  the  route  our  founding  fathers 
took;  this  is  the  route  we  will  have  to 
take,  if  we  are  to  stem  the  slide  of  our 
great  institution  into  an  apostate  church. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express  .. 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s  contribu-  '. 
tor,  Raymond  Calhoun,  is  a  member  of  . 
Bushnell  UMC,  Bushnell,  Illinois 
(Central  Illinois  Annual  Conference) . 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas.  Texas 
75222. 


As  I  watched  the  summer  Olympics  on 
television  last  week  I  was  distressed  by 
occasional  reports  that  events  in  Los  An¬ 
geles  were  being  reported  in  a  distorted 
way  in  the  Soviet  Union.  One  example:  a 
single  rock  thrown  at  a  busload  of  athletes 
was  reported  by  the  Soviet  government- 
controlled  press  as  a  “vicious  attack.” 

Even  in  my  distress,  I  felt  smug  in  the 
reasonable  certainty  that  U.S.  citizens 
are  not  subjected  to  such  blatant  misre¬ 
presentations  of  events  by  our  free  —  and 
presumably  more  truthful  —  press. 

Then  I  talked  with  Jim  Archibald. 

The  Rev.  James  Archibald  is  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  in  Silver  Spring,  Mary¬ 
land.  He  also  is  one  of  266  U.S.  church 
leaders  who  earlier  this  summer  visited 
the  Soviet  Union  as  part  of  an  exchange 
with  church  leaders  there.  Since  his  re¬ 
turn  to  the  United  States,  Jim’s  experi¬ 
ence  with  representatives  of  the  U.S. 
press  has  been  anything  but  reassuring. 

One  widely-reported  incident  illus¬ 
trates  Jim’s  concern.  While  he  and  the 
other  U.S.  visitors  were  worshiping  at  a 
Baptist  church  in  Moscow,  two  or  three 
local  persons  displayed  banners  calling 
attention  to  persecuted  Christians  in  the 
Soviet  Union.  According  to  U.S.  press  re¬ 
ports,  police  “trashed”  the  demonstra¬ 
tors  and  hustled  them  out  of  the  service 
to  some  unknown  fate. 

The  problem  is,  Jim  Archibald  was 
there.  He  says  it  did  not  happen  the  way 
it  was  reported  in  the  New  York  Times 
and  the  Washington  Post.  According  to 
Jim,  the  demonstrators  were  escorted 
out  of  the  service  by  members  of  the 
congregation  —  there  were  no  police  in 
sight  —  and  they  were  not  roughly  han¬ 
dled.  At  least  two  of  the  demonstrators  re¬ 
turned  to  the  back  of  the  sanctuary  only  10 
feet  from  Jim  and  spoke  freely  with  the 
U.S.  visitors  following  the  service. 

The  discrepancy  between  the  news  re¬ 
ports  and  Jim’s  first-hand  account  leaves 
me  uneasy.  Among  other  things,  it 
makes  me  wonder  how  capable  citizens, 
of  either  the  United  States  or  the  Soviet 
Union,  are  of  truly  understanding  each 
other’s  country  if  our  only  sources  of  in¬ 
formation  are  slanted  reports  in  our  re¬ 
spective  presses. 


Stephen  Swecker 

If  the  picture  we  paint  of  each  other  is 
of  an  “evil  empire"  —  whether  commu¬ 
nist  or  capitalist  —  what  realistic  chance 
do  we  have  of  achieving  peace  between 
our  two  nations,  and  particularly  a  peace 
based  on  mutual  understanding  and  re¬ 
spect  for  each  other’s  humanity? 

For  that  reason,  I  believe  the  Soviet 
boycott  of  the  1984  Olympics  and  our  na¬ 
tion’s  boycott  of  the  1980  Olympics  in 
Moscow  are  tragic  signs  of  our  time.  We 
should  be  opening  doors  in  each  other’s 
country  in  order  to  catch  glimpses  of 
our  similarities  as  well  as  our  obvious  dif¬ 
ferences.  Instead,  we  seem  to  be  closing 
them  —  and  then  wrongly  (blindly)  trying 
to  describe  what  is  on  the  other  side. 

Can  we  as  Christians  contribute  to  find¬ 
ing  a  way  out  of  this  impasse  of  distor¬ 
tions  and  misperceptions? 

For  starters,  I  like  what  Jim  Archibald 
says  about  his  trip  to  the  Soviet  Union.  A 
suspension  bridge,  he  says,  begins  with  a 
single  slender  thread  of  cable  crossing 
the  chasm.  If  Christians  in  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  exchange  visits  and  bring  back 
threads  of  truth,  and  threads  of  human 
and  faith  relationships,  a  bridge  of  under¬ 
standing  might  be  built  before  it  is  too  late. 

Despite  deep  ideological  differences 
between  the  two  governments,  and  for¬ 
eign  travel  restrictions  on  Soviet  citi¬ 
zens,  Jim’s  idea  is  constructive  and  an 
approach  open  to  some  Christians, 
though  not  a  panacea. 

What  we  all  can  do,  however,  is  what 
we  should  have  been  doing  all  along  as 
followers  of  Christ.  We  can  witness  be¬ 
fore  the  world  and  its  leaders  that  recon¬ 
ciliation  —  between  nations  and  persons 
—  begins  with  the  removal  of  the  log 
from  our  own  eye.  When  we  are  able  to 
see  clearly  —  and  help  others  to  see  — 
that  the  enemy  often  is  as  much  or  more 
in  our  own  attitude  as  in  another’s  ac¬ 
tions,  the  long,  difficult  journey  to  peace 
has  begun. 

-STEPHEN  SWECKER 
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Visitors  encounter  UM  hospitality,  beds,  breakfast 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

LOS  ANGELES  —  United  Methodists 
in  Southern  California  have  had  the 
world  at  their  front  door  for  two  weeks. 

Each  day,  as  thousands  of  people  pour 
into  Olympic  game  sites  across  the 
sprawling  city,  United  Methodists  set  up 
hospitality  centers  in  their  nearby 
churches  dispensing  maps  and  travel  in¬ 
formation,  emergency  services  and  cold 
drinks. 

Other  church  members  are  busy  host¬ 
ing  people  in  a  “bed  and  breakfast"  pro¬ 
gram  —  providing  overnight  accommo¬ 
dations  and  fellowship  in  their  homes  for 
out-of-town  visitors.  Both  are  outreach 
programs  designed  especially  for  the 
Olympics  by  the  United  Methodist  Olym¬ 
pic  Ministry  sponsored  by  the  Pacific 
and  Southwest  Conference. 

Still  other  United  Methodists,  like  the 
Rev.  Mike  Fink  and  the  Rev.  Larry 
Young  (see  UMR,  Aug.  3)  are  minis¬ 
tering  inside  the  Olympic  compounds 
where  the  athletes  are  housed. 

Image  was  present 

These  special  United  Methodist  in¬ 
volvements,  from  the  inner  city  to  the 
suburbs,  all  come  on  the  heels  of  a  de¬ 
cision  made  more  than  a  year  ago  “to 
make  sure  the  image  of  the  church  is 
present  in  Southern  California  during  the 
Olympics,"  said  Mr.  Young,  head  of  the 
Olympic  Ministry. 

While  churches  from  some  other  de¬ 
nominations  have  engaged  in  street 
evangelizing  during  the  Olympics,  Mr. 
Young  said  that  “extending  hospitality  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ"  is  the  form  of 
evangelism  United  Methodists  have 
taken. 


The  Olympics 


“It’s  a  tricky  situation.  People  are  not 
coming  out  here  to  be  evangelized.  They 
are  coming  out  here  to  see  the  Olympic 
games,"  he  said.  “But  I  think  that  offer¬ 
ing  these  services  and  being  here  when 
people  need  us  is  a  form  of  evangelism." 

Most  of  the  nine  hospitality  centers,  lo¬ 
cated  in  churches  within  walking  dis¬ 
tance  of  the  games,  opened  shortly  after 
the  opening  ceremonies  for  the  Olympics 
and  will  close  after  the  estimated  500,000 
visitors  leave  later  this  week. 

Business  at  the  centers  has  been  slow, 
but  steady  as  fans  wander  in  for  direc¬ 
tions  and  curious  passersby  stop  in  be¬ 
tween  games,  said  Vicki  Christensen, 
Olympic  Ministry  coordinator. 

“We’re  set  up  to  handle  anything,"  she 
said,  from  finding  doctors  to  recom¬ 
mending  restaurants.  And  while  all  the 
centers  are  set  up  to  handle  emergen¬ 
cies,  their  main  purpose  has  been  to  pro¬ 
vide  hospitality  and  fellowship  for  out-of- 
towners,  she  said. 

Free  lunches  provided 

Vermont  Square  UMC,  an  inner-city 
church  located  minutes  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Southern  California  where  track 
and  field  and  swimming  events  are  being 
held,  is  providing  free  lunches  for 
Olympic  visitors  in  its  fellowship  hall. 
The  hospitality  center  is  a  cooperative 
effort  by  seven  black  churches  that 
joined  together  to  help  Vermont  Square 
provide  the  meals  and  temporary  day 
care. 

Vermont  Square  UMC  was  the  only 


LOS  ANGELES  —  Becky  Haase,  left,  who  opened  her  home  for  “bed  and 
breakfast"  during  the  Olympics,  passes  pancakes  to  visitors  Andy  Zehner 
(center)  and  Mark  Stillman.  Half  of  the  money  raised  during  the  effort  goes 
back  to  the  host  family.  The  rest  goes  to  United  Methodist  missions  and 
administrative  costs.  kkpoktkk staff  piioto  by  susan cakkoi.i. 


Judicial  Council  to  face 
clergy,  language  issues 


CHICAGO  (UMNS)  —  Controversial 
actions  by  the  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  concerning  homosexual  cler¬ 
gy  and  use  of  biblical  and  theological  lan¬ 
guage  head  the  docket  for  the  autumn 
meeting  of  the  denomination’s  “Supreme 
Court"  Oct.  24-27  here. 

At  its  quadrennial  session  in  May,  the 
church’s  top  legislative  body  passed  an 
explicit  ban  on  the  ordination  or  appoint¬ 
ment  of  self-avowed,  practicing  homo¬ 
sexual  clergy.  The  action  then  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Judicial  Council  for  a  ruling 
on  whether  it  is  in  accord  with  Para¬ 
graph  37  of  the  United  Methodist  Consti¬ 
tution. 

That  paragraph  establishes  the  annual 
conference  as  the  “basic  body  in  the 
Church  and  as  such  shall  have  reserved 
to  it  the  right  to  vote  ...  on  all  matters 
relating  to  the  character  and  conference 
relations  of  its  ministerial  members,  and 
on  the  ordination  of  ministers." 

The  Judicial  Council  held  in  an  earlier 


ruling  that  the  General  Conference  “has 
the  power  to  establish  standards,  condi¬ 
tions  and  qualifications  for  admission  to 
the  ministry.”  At  the  same  time  it  held 
that  an  annual  conference  has  the  right 
to  decide  whether  the  standards  have 
been  met  by  a  specific  individual. 

On  the  language  issue,  the  General 
Conference,  after  an  emotional  debate, 
voted  to  “receive"  a  report  dealing  with 
biblical  and  theological  language. 
Among  other  things,  the  document  calls 
for  sensitivity  in  the  use  of  exclusively 
male  language  when  talking  about  God 
and  human  beings. 

The  Judicial  Council  was  asked  to  rule 
on  the  meaning  of  the  action,  presumably 
as  to  its  effect  in  worship  and  in  resource 
materials  issued  by  the  church. 

Other  cases  on  the  autumn  docket  re¬ 
late  to  setting  of  annual  conference 
boundaries,  the  Ministerial  Education, 
Fund,  and  a  General  Conference  action 
on  housing  for  pastors. 


The  Works  of  John  Wesley 


Over  twenty  years  in  the  making,  this 
pivotal  five-volume  set  presents  all  of 
Wesley's  sermons  together,  for  the  first 
time  ever,  in  one  set  (plus  the  Journal 
and  the  Georgia  Diary). 

Volumes  1-4  (Sermons)  will  be  edited  by 
Albert  C.  Outler  and  the  Journal/Georgia 
Diary  volume  will  be  edited  by  Richard 
P.  Heitzenrater  and  VV.  Reginald  Ward. 

Cokesbury  is  offering  The  Works  of  John 
Wesley  on  a  subscription  basis*.  Volume 
t  is  available  now,  The  remaining  four 
volumes  will  be  published  in  the  fall  of 
each  year  through  1988.  You  will  be 
billed  only  upon  receipt  for  each  volume, 
each  of  which  is  guaranteed  not  to  exceed 


ORDER  FROM  THE  COKESBURY 
SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA: 


1661  N.  Norlhwosl  Highway  •  Park  Ridge,  IL  60068 
1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame.  CA  94010 
201  Eighth  Ave..  South  •  PO.  Box  801 
Nashville.  TN  37202 

Prices  sub|ect  to  change  Add  sales  tax  where  applica- 
hie  Transportation  extra  P-OIS  UM, 


Cokesbury 


S49.95.  And,  by  subscribing  now,  you 
will  receive  Richard  P.  Heitzenrater's 
new  two-volume  work.  The  Elusive  Mr. 
Wesley,  absolutely  FREE  (a  $19.50  value; 
offer  good  through  12/31/84). 


*And  for  those  who  prefer  not  to  sub¬ 
scribe,  Volume  1  is  available  by  separate 
purchase  (at  $49.95;  A01-46210X),  as  is 
The  Elusive  Mr.  Wesley  (at  $19.50 
A01 -115566). 


Bishop  Galvan  honored 

Hispanics  celebrate 


‘historic  moment 9 


church  to  receive  funds  from  the  Los 
Angeles  Olympic  Organizing  Committee 
with  the  stipulation  that  the  church  give 
the  food  away  during  its  special  two- 
week  ministry. 

"When  the  man  from  the  Olympics 
committee  came  to  talk  with  me.  he 
quoted  from  Matthew  25,"  said  Nita 
Smith,  coordinator  of  Vermont  Square’s 
hospitality  center.  “Some  day  the  people 
are  going  to  ask,  ‘where  are  all  the  Chris¬ 
tians?’  "  she  said.  “They  are  going  to  see 
us  at  Vermont  Square. ’’ 

Other  hospitality  centers,  like  the  one 
at  Scott  United  Methodist  Church  near 
the  Rose  Bowl  in  Pasadena  and  Los  Altos 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Long  Beach, 
are  being  sponsored  jointly  with  local 
Lutheran  churches. 

And  while  few  of  the  centers  are  en¬ 
countering  many  crises,  most  are  serv¬ 
ing  as  information  clearing  houses,  said 
Fran  Worthington,  coordinator  at  Ingle¬ 
wood  United  Methodist  Church  near  the 
Forum,  where  Olympic  basketball 
games  were  played.  “We’re  helping  to 
trace  bus  schedules  and  find  tickets 
much  of  the  time,"  she  said. 

Homes  provide  beds,  food 

Across  town  in  Glendale,  Mark  Still¬ 
man,  a  member  of  Forest  Chapel  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
along  with  two  friends  from  college,  is 
staying  in  one  of  50  United  Methodist 
homes  participating  in  the  "bed  and 
breakfast”  program. 

The  three  bachelors  opted  for  bed  and 
breakfast  instead  of  staying  at  hotels  be¬ 
cause  it  was  less  expensive  and  they 
thought  it  might  provide  a  "homier" 
atmosphere. 

Hosts  Sheldon  and  Becky  Haase, 
active  lay  people  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Glendale,  said  they 
were  delighted  to  accommodate  the  men 
and  turned  their  large  family  room  — 
with  a  soda  fountain  and  pool  table  — 
over  to  them  for  their  eight-day  stay  at 
$30  per  person  per  day. 

The  Haases,  like  many  of  the  other 
“bed  and  breakfast”  hosts,  invited  their 
guests  to  church  on  Sunday. 

“That’s  a  part  of  the  idea  of  bed  and 
breakfast,’  ”  Ms.  Christensen  said,  "pro¬ 
viding  Christian  fellowship  and  a  nice 
place  to  stay  at  the  same  time."  Part  of 
the  fee  local  hosts  charged  was  returned 
to  their  local  churches. 

Various  churches  also  provided  hostel 
space  for  youth  groups,  and  “a  few 
people  pitched  tents  in  people’s  yards," 
she  said.  "We  were  pretty  flexible.  We 
just  wanted  to  provide  good,  alternative 
housing  for  anybody  who  needed  it,"  Ms. 
Christensen  added. 


By  ROBERTA  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  Some  200  Hispanic  United 
Methodists  and  guests  gathered  here 
recently  to  celebrate  what  one  called  “a 
historic  moment  without  precedent," 
following  the  election  of  the  church's  first 
Hispanic  bishop. 

Local  mariachis  and  indigenous  music 
played  by  seminary  students  from 
Mexico  City  set  a  festive  mood  for  a 
reception  given  to  honor  Bishop  Elias  G. 
Galvan  on  his  election. 

Speaking  of  Bishop  Galvan’s  election, 
the  Rev.  Jose  Palos,  president  of  Metho¬ 
dists  Associated  Representing  the  Cause 
of  Hispanic  Americans  (MARCHA), 
termed  it  “an  occasion  we’ve  been 
dreaming  of,  working  and  struggling  for 
—  an  affirmation  that  the  church  which 
we  are  a  part  of  is  inclusive.” 

Dr.  Palos  said  that  he  saw  it  as  very 
positive  for  the  church  that  the  Western 
Jurisdiction  elected  "not  only  Elias,  but 
also  two  other  ethnic  minority  persons." 
The  Holy  Spirit  seemed  to  be  saying  to 
the  church,  “that  it  could  grow  not  only 
in  numbers,  but  also  in  the  character  of 
its  faith,"  Dr.  Palos  said. 

“At  Bishop  Galvan’s  election,  we 
were  moved,  many  of  us,  beyond  words," 
said  Dalila  Cruz.  “It  was  a  wonderful  vic¬ 
tory  for  us."  Ms.  Cruz,  who  leads  the 
Hispanic  caucus  MARCHA,  elicited  an 
applause  of  agreement  when  she  said. 
"The  200th  anniversary  of  the  Methodist 
Church  is  especially  wonderful  for  us,  for 
now  we  have  Bishop  Galvan." 

Bishop  for  the  whole  church 

Of  great  importance,  not  only  to 
Hispanics,  but  to  the  general  church,  she 
said,  is  that  the  Hispanic  voice  and  per¬ 
spective  which  have  been  absent  from 
the  Council  of  Bishops  will  be  present. 
“We’ve  always  been  very  clear  that  the 
bishop  who  happens  to  be  Hispanic  is  for 
the  whole  church  —  not  just  to  espouse 
Hispanic  issues.  A  significant  aspect  of 
Bishop  Galvan’s  election  for  the  Hispanic 
community,"  said  Ms.  Cruz,  "is  that  it 
opens  up  possibilities  for  ‘illusioning’ 
that  we  never  had." 

The  Rev.  Ignacio  Castuera,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Los  Angeles  District, 
illustrated  Ms.  Cruz  statement  by 
relating  a  youth’s  reaction  when  his 
father  telephoned  home  the  news  of 
Bishop  Galvan’s  election.  The  boy  said, 
"I  thought  only  whites  could  be  elected 
bishop.  Now  1  know  that  it  is  possible,  it 
was  possible,  it  will  be  possible  (for 
Hispanics  to  be  elected)." 

Bishop  Galvan  views  his  election  as  a 
culmination.  "I  don’t  see  the  election  of  a 
Hispanic  bishop  in  the  Western  Juris¬ 
diction  as  an  isolated  act,"  he  told  those 


present,  "but  as  a  part  of  a  long  chain  of 
events  in  the  history  of  the  church  and  of 
the  Hispanic  people  who  have  worked  for 
a  Hispanic  bishop.  I  see  it  as  a  result  of 
the  work  that  has  been  done  by  the  His¬ 
panic  people  and  as  an  affirmation  that 
their  work  has  had  an  influence." 

After  his  election.  Bishop  Galvan  said 
he  immediately  thought  of  people  in  the 
Rio  Grande  Conference  who  had  worked 
hard  to  bring  it  about  —  the  Rev.  Noe 
Gonzales,  the  Rev.  Roy  Barton,  and  the 
Rev.  Roberto  Escamilla.  The  bishop  said 
he  felt  so  strongly  about  the  Rio  Grande 
Conference’s  part  in  his  election  that  he 
chose  the  Rev.  Dan  Rodriquez  of  that 
conference  to  be  one  of  his  two  sponsors 
at  the  consecration  service  in  Boise, 
Idaho. 

“We  appreciated  that  symbolic 
gesture  very,  very  much,"  said  Dr. 
Palos,  who  explained,  “The  Rio  Grande 
Conference  has  a  common  history  with 
the  Arizona  and  California  area  because 
they  all  used  to  be  one  conference.  ’’ 

This  commonality  was  evidenced  by 
the  presence  and  participation  at  the 
celebration  here  of  persons  from  both  the 
Phoenix  Area,  to  which  Bishop  Galvan 
has  been  assigned  and  from  the  Los 
Angeles  Area,  from  which  he  was 
elected. 

Hispanic  stole  presented 

In  an  act  which  paralleled  Bishop 
Galvan’s  courtesy  to  Dr.  Rodriquez  and 
the  Rio  Grande  Conference,  the  Rev.  Joel 
Martinez  of  San  Antonio  asked  the  Rev 
Leo  Nieto,  of  Long  Beach,  Calif.,  to  assist 
him  in  the  presentation  of  a  Hispanic 
stole  to  the  new  Hispanic  bishop. 

In  contrast  to  earlier  applause  and 
laughter,  a  hush  swept  over  the  group  as 
Mr.  Martinez  and  Mr.  Nieto  placed  the 
red-bordered  silk  stole  with  its  serape- 
style  woven  design  on  the  newly  elected 
episcopal  leader. 

"I  know  I  have  a  great  debt,"  Bishop 
Galvan  told  the  attentive  audience.  “I 
promise  to  try  to  represent  you  and  the 
Hispanic  church  in  the  best  way  possible. 
I  will  make  sure  that  the  Hispanic 
perspective  is  heard.  Although  one  voice 
in  the  many  in  the  bishops  council  will 
not  make  much  difference,  at  least  it  will 
be  a  voice." 

Continuing,  Bishop  Galvan  told  the 
group  he  considers  his  election  not  the 
result  of  efforts  by  his  friends,  but  as  a 
call  from  God.  "You  can  count  on  what 
I've  been,"  he  concluded,  "on  what  I  am. 
and  on  what  I  will  be.  I  ask  you  for  your 
prayers  —  I  will  need  them.  " 

The  reception  was  sponsored  by  the 
Southwest  Hispanic  Methodist  Strategy 
Committee  and  the  Perkins  Mexican 
American  Program. 


LOS  ANGELES  —  Three  members  of  Vermont  Square  United  Methodist  Church  stand  at  the  door  of  the  church 
fellowship  hall  welcoming  Olympic  games  visitors.  The  church  provided  free  lunch  each  day  for  Olympic  visitors. 
This  was  one  of  nine  hospitality  centers  in  which  United  Methodists  participated. 

REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  Sl'SAN  CARKOl.l. 


DALLAS  —  Ala  reception  in  his  honor.  Bishop  Elias  G.  Galvan,  standing 
between  two  Arizona  pastors  the  Rev.  Mariano  Moreno  and  the  Rev.  Ruben 
Gomez  Carrico,  looks  a  bit  puzzled  as  Mr.  Carrico  presents  him  a  certificate 
of  honorary  Arizona  citizenship  anticipating  the  bishop’s  assignment  to  the 
church’s  new  Phoenix  Area.  Bishop  Galvan  is  wearing  the  Hispanic  stole 
presented  to  him  by  Southwest  Hispanic  leaders  and  holding  a  Bible  pres¬ 
ented  by  the  Hispanic  churches  of  Dallas. 


UM  layman  ‘carried  the  torch 5 


People  in  the  news  ... 

'Brassy'  preacher  captivates  Cokesbury 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LOS  ANGELES  —  While  the  rest  of  the 
world  waited  to  see  who  would  carry  the 
torch  to  light  the  Olympic  flame.  United 
Methodist  layman  Dave  McRoberts  of  La 
Habre,  Calif.,  knew7  all  along. 

He  had  been  working  with  Rafer 
Johnson  (1960  Olympic  Pentathlon 
champion)  and  with  stand-in  Bruce 
Jenner  (1976  Olympic  Pentathlon 
champion)  during  early-morning  hours 
for  a  week  before  the  opening  cere¬ 
monies  —  giving  the  famous  athletes 
hints  on  running  up  the  100  steps  to  the 
base  of  the  flame,  then  maintaining 
enough  composure  to  smile  for  the 
cameras  that  would  be  zooming  in  on 
them. 

Mr.  McRoberts,  37  and  an  amateur 
runner,  was  one  of  the  27  VIP  “stand- 
ins"  from  La  Habre  UMC.  All  were 
recruited  by  the  minister,  the  Rev.  Vic 
Hand,  and  by  H.  H.  Hansen,  a  member 
there  and  senior  production  coordinator 
for  the  Olympic  opening  ceremonies. 


For  a  month  prior  to  the  opening.  Mr 
McRoberts  had  practiced  as  the  torch 
runner  —  dashing  onto  the  track  and  up 
the  steps  Toward  the  end  of  rehearsals 
he  began  to  light  the  flame  each  time  he 
finished  the  course. 

“I  happened  to  be  able  to  run  and  not 
be  afraid  of  heights,  so  they  put  me  in  the 
torch  runner’s  position."  Mr.  McRoberts 
told  the  Reporter.  After  he  ran  it  dozens 
of  times,  Olympic  officials  figured  he 
was  a  natural  to  help  train  the  intended 
torch  lighter,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  his  stand- 
in,  Mr.  Jenner.  He  was  sworn  not  to 
reveal  the  identity  of  the  actual  runner 

"He’s  a  great  athlete,  and  it  was  a 
thrill  for  me  to  work  with  him,"  Mr. 
McRoberts  said  of  Rafer  Johnson.  Mr 
Johnson  has  suffered  from  recent  knee 
injuries,  and  there  was  uncertainty  until 
the  time  of  the  opening  ceremonies  as  to 
whether  he  or  Mr.  Jenner  would  actually 
make  the  famous  final  run  around  the 


Olympic  track  and  up  the  steep  steps 
Mr  McRoberts  was  given  the 
rehearsal  torch  that  he  had  carried  and 
brought  it  to  church  the  day  after  the 
opening  ceremonies.  He  plans  to  have  it 
mounted  and  display  it  in  his  home. 

Other  opening  ceremonies  VIP  “stand- 
ins"  from  La  Habre  UMC  were  Don 
McIntosh  as  "Mayor  Tom  Bradley." 
Larry  Waugh  as  Los  Angeles  Olympic 
President  "Peter  Ueberroth"  and  Tony 
Valle  as  International  Olympic  Federa¬ 
tion  President  “Juan  Samaranch.” 

But  the  most  prestigious  stand-in  role 
was  filled  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Acosta  of 
Rosemead  UMC  He  became  "President 
Reagan"  and  stood  in  the  air-conditioned 
box  with  the  bullet-proof  glass  from 
which  the  real  President  of  the  United 
States  read  the  brief  message  officially 
opening  the  games. 

-  SUSAN  CARROLL  ' 


In  mid-July  the  Rev.  Roy  McAIilly  of 
First  UMC  in  Corinth,  Miss.,  was  busy 
polishing  brass  —  and  he  loved  every 
minute  of  it. 

Dressed  in  bright  red  coveralls  more 
suited  to  the  Christmas  season  than  to 
mid-summer,  he  was  busy  making,  then 
polishing  solid-brass  Advent  wreaths. 

He  came  up  with  the  sleek,  simple 
wreath  design  some  years  back.  Last  fall 
while  in  Nashville  on  church  business  he 
showed  a  wreath  to  a  representative  of 
the  Cokesbury  (retail)  division  of  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

Cokesbury  liked  the  wreath  so  much 
that  it’s  pictured  number  one  in  a  two- 
page  display  of  wreaths  in  Cokesbury 's 
1984-85  catalogue. 

"Preachers  have  been  exhorting  per¬ 
sons  to  keep  Christ  in  Christmas  for 
years,  but  few  have  been  able  to  tell  folks 
concrete  ways  to  do  that."  Dr.  McAIilly 
says. 

"With  the  Advent  wreath  as  a  focal 
point,  families  can  be  drawn  closer 
together  and  experience  more  of  the 
meaning  of  Christmas,  participating  as  a 
unit  in  the  holiday  worship  conducted 


each  of  the  four  Sundays  prior  to  Christ¬ 
mas  day. 

“My  reason  for  making  the  wreaths  is 
an  expression  of  hope  that  Christmas  will 
be  more  meaningful  for  more  persons. ’’ 
he  said.  _  j0HN  A  LOVELACE 


The  Rev.  Roy  McAIilly 
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■  i  nuuia  i  nr.run  ibn 

Area  member  losses  confront  18  of  19  new 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  glory  of  being  elected  a  bishop 
faded  quickly  for  the  Rev.  Richard 
Wilke. 

He  said  a  layman  back  in  his  Wichita, 
Kan.  congregation  soon  came  to  him  and 
questioned  how  there  could  be  much 
honor  in  heading  an  institution  in  such 
decline. 

“If  I  were  the  head  of  a  corporation 
having  losses  like  the  United  Methodist 
Church,”  the  layman  said,  “my  head 
would  have  rolled,  along  with  a  lot  of 
others,  a  long  time  ago,  and  there'd  be  all 
kinds  of  outside  consultants  trying  to 
figure  out  what’s  wrong.” 

In  perhaps  more  subtle  ways  all  19 
newly-elected  bishops  saw  the  glory  fade 
and  the  monumental  task  before  them 
become  clear  once  they  got  their  area 
assignments. 

All  but  one  was  assigned  to  an  area 
where  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
losing  members. 

Most  of  the  new  bishops  will  be  taking 
the  reins  of  areas  which  have  known  no¬ 
thing  but  membership  decline  —  in  many 
cases  substantial  decline  —  for  years. 

And  that  decline  continues  despite  the 
fact  that  15  of  the  19  areas  to  which  they 
are  assigned  are  undergoing  moderate  to 
galloping  population  growth. 

In  each  year  of  the  16  years  since  the 
United  Methodist  Church  was  formed,  it 
has  suffered  a  net  loss  of  members.  After 
a  period  during  which  the  losses  grew 
smaller  —  thereby  stimulating  hopes  for 
a  “turnaround”  —  the  losses  grew  larger 
during  1983. 

Last  week,  the  Reporter  spoke  to 
several  of  the  new  bishops  to  learn  their 
thoughts  about  the  denomination’s 
membership  situation. 

Called  were  the  nine  new  bishops 
assigned  to  areas  with  especially  rapid 
population  growth  and/or  especially  size¬ 
able  church  membership  losses. 

Losses  won’t  be  a  new  experience  for 
all.  Some  new  bishops  have  seldom  or 
never  been  in  leadership  in  a  congre¬ 
gation,  a  district  or  an  annual  conference 
experiencing  membership  growth. 
Others  have  known  little  but  growth. 

The  bishops  will  not  take  office  until 
Sept.  1.  All  stressed  that  they  aren’t  quali¬ 
fied  yet  to  talk  about  specific  needs  in 
their  areas. 

•  Bishop  Richard  Wilke,  Arkansas  Area. 
U.S.  Census  Bureau  projections  show  the 
population  to  be  growing  rapidly.  But  the 
United  Methodist  Church  here  lost  more 
than  5%  of  its  membership  during  the 
last  four  years,  making  it  one  of  the 
fastest  declining  parts  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism. 

“All  of  this  is  terribly  important  to 
me,”  Bishop  Wilke  said.  “I  believe  our 
church  is  dying.  I  don’t  see  this  decline  as 
a  temporary  thing.  We  have  serious 
problems  that  the  membership  drop  is  a 
sign  of,  and  I  see  no  signs  of  turning 
around  nationally.” 

He  said  his  success  in  helping  First 
UMC  of  Wichita  turn  its  membership 
situation  around  likely  will  aid  in  his 
work  to  stop  the  losses  in  Arkansas. 

“We  tried  18  ways  to  grow  in  downtown 
and  failed.  Then  we  tried  Sunday  School 
and  succeeded.  We  had  nine  adult  classes 


Hopes  told  for  areas  of  population  boom  and/or  rapid  UM  decline 


10  years  ago  and  have  19  with  700  adults 
today." 

He  said  he  believes  the  old  Methodist 
class  meetings  still  hold  a  key  for  reach¬ 
ing  unchurched  people  —  “where  people 
were  asked  how  it  was  with  their  soul.  ” 

“New-style  Sunday  School  classes  and 
congregations  that  have  more  fellow¬ 
ship,  more  care  for  one  another  and  more 
discipleship  and  where  people  come  not 
to  hear  a  lecture  but  to  meditate  on  the 
spiritual  life  .  .  .  those  are  the  groups 
that  will  attract  new  members,”  Bishop 
Wilke  said. 

"I’m  thrilled  to  be  going  to  Arkansas” 
where  one  of  the  first  duties  will  be  to 
help  raise  $2  million  for  a  previously  set 
program  to  start  new  churches,  he  said. 

In  addition,  he  said  more  people  aren’t 
reached  with  the  Gospel  by  United  Meth¬ 
odists  because  clergy  are  burning  them¬ 
selves  out  trying  to  do  everything-  "We 
have  lots  of  ministers  teaching  Bible,  but 
the  lay  people  are  just  soaking  it  up  and 
not  teaching  it  to  somebody  else.  I’ll 
push  ministers  to  nurture  the  laity  and 
multiply  their  ministry  through  the 
laity.” 

•  Bishop  Woodie  While,  Illinois  Area. 
In  an  area  of  a  very  slight  population  de¬ 
cline,  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
suffering  the  denomination’s  most  mas¬ 
sive  membership  losses  —  nearly  17,000 
members,  or  more  than  64%,  during  the 
last  four  years. 

"We  need  to  find  the  cause  of  this,” 
Bishop  White  said.  “I  have  some  sense  of 
it  through  my  relationship  with  a  growing 
cross-racial  church  in  a  transitional  com¬ 
munity  near  Baltimore."  (For  15  years, 
he  has  headed  the  UMC’s  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race  in  Wash¬ 
ington.) 

He  said  many  churches  need  to  be  help¬ 
ed  to  reflect  and  minister  to  the  com¬ 
munities  where  they  exist.  Often,  the 
people  in  the  communities  are  racially 
and  culturally  different  from  the 
churches’  members  and  leaders.  "There 
are  sufficient  numbers  of  unchurched 
people  out  there  so  that  the  church  should 
not  be  experiencing  such  losses. 

"The  strength  of  our  church  is  that  we 
have  ethnics,  evangelicals,  liberals, 
fundamentalists  who  can  bring  the 
Gospel  to  different  people  in  special 
ways.’’ 

•  Bishop  Ernest  Fitzgerald,  Atlanta 
Area.  This  is  the  only  area  assigned  to  a 
new  bishop  where  membership  is 
growing,  “and  I’m  glad  I  got  it,”  Bishop 
Fitzgerald  said.  Nonetheless,  the 
church’s  1%  growth  over  the  last  four 
years  is  far  behind  the  population’s 
growth  of  about  1%  each  year. 

“Membership  is  a  great  concern  of 
mine,  coming  out  of  a  career  in  local 
churches.  The  opportunities  for  church 
growth  are  all  out  there.  I’ll  be  spending 
a  lot  of  my  time  the  next  few  months 
finding  ways  to  emphasize  this.” 

"I  don’t  think  I’ve  ever  gone  to  annual 
conference  and  reported  a  membership 
loss.  And  for  the  last  20  years,  I’ve  been 
in  downtown  churches  (some  had  been 
declining)  that  weren’t  too  easy. 


"I  believe  everything  in  the  church  can 
grow.  You  have  to  make  a  deliberate 
attempt  to  do  it." 

•  Bishop  Walter  Underwood,  Louisi¬ 
ana  Area.  With  rapid  population  growth 
in  the  state,  the  church  grew  by  only  1.1% 
during  the  last  four  years  and  actually 
lost  members  last  year. 

“The  only  experience  I  have  is  in  the 
local  church,”  the  new  bishop  said.  “I 
believe  you  can  have  membership 
growth  if  you  want  it. 

“I  know  some  will  say,  ‘Walter’s  been 
in  Houston,  he  can  talk  like  that. '  ( He  has 
been  serving  the  7,200-member  St. 
Luke’s  UMC. )  But  I’ve  been  in  some  little 
bitty  rural  churches  and  some  tough 
downtown  ones.  I’ve  never  had  a  mem¬ 
bership  loss. 

“If  the  Gospel  is  true,  it’s  attractive  to 
other  human  beings.  If  people  with  the 


Good  News  aren't  spreading  it,  though, 
other  people  won’t  be  attracted  to  it. 

“On  the  second  Sunday  in  September, 
I’ll  be  in  every  Louisiana  church  through 
a  three-minute  tape.  I  want  to  make  it 
clear  what  my  priorities  are:  evangelism 
and  church  growth.  ’’ 

•  Bishop  Roy  Sano,  Denver  Area. 
Population  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  states 
is  skyrocketing  at  nearly  the  highest 
pace  in  the  nation.  Yet,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  here  have  been  losing  1% 
or  so  of  their  members  each  year  for 
several  years. 

The  new  bishop  anticipates  three  ways 
to  bring  about  membership  growth. 

(1)  Starting  new  ethnic  minority 
churches  and  “transitioning”  all-white 
churches  to  reflect  their  ethnic  neigh¬ 
bors. 

(2)  Pastoral  evangelism.  "I  want  to 
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teach  the  white  majority  to  have  prayers 
of  supplication,  the  ventilating  of  their 
own  anguish  and  pathos.” 

United  Methodists  are  very  good  about 
“prayers  of  intercession,  praying  for  the 
welfare  of  other  people,”  Bishop  Sano 
said.  "They  put  feet  on  their  prayers  and 
go  from  one  social  cause  to  another.” 

But  most  white  United  Methodists 
haven’t  been  given  the  same  opportunity 
as  ethnic  minorities  and  women  have 
through  the  "caucus  movements”  to 
balance  that  concern  for  others  with 
prayers  of  supplication  for  themselves, 
Bishop  Sano  said. 

Because  whites’  anguish  tends  to  be 
bottled  up,  they  are  prime  targets  of  the 
"religious  right"  which  does  such  things 
as  turn  whites’  anguish  about  the  in¬ 
creased  roles  of  women  and  minorities 
into  self-pity  and  jealousy,  he  said. 
"Some  actions  by  the  recent  General 
Conference  and  the  lashing  out  at  the 
inclusive  language  show  signs  of  this. 

“As  a  result  of  pastoral  evangelism 
( through  prayers  of  supplication),  people 
will  be  drawn  to  United  Methodist  com¬ 
munities  where  they  are  allowed  to 
release  their  anguish  in  a  household  of 
faith,”  the  former  seminary  professor 
said. 

(3)  Eucharistic  evangelism.  "I  believe 
Methodism  was  not  just  an  evangelistic 
revival  but  a  eucharistic  revival”  in 
which  people  were  drawn  to  participate 
in  the  joy  of  thanksgiving  shared  in  Holy 
Communion. 

•  Bishop  Leontine  Kelly,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Area.  In  an  area  of  growth  not  far 
behind  the  Rocky  Mountains,  United  Meth¬ 
odism  is  experiencing  one  of  its  most 
startling  losses  —  more  than  5%  of  mem¬ 
bers  lost  during  the  last  four  years. 

Those  dismal  statistics  were  not  new  to 
Bishop  Kelly  when  she  was  contacted. 
Soon  after  her  election,  she  went  to  her 
colleague  the  Rev.  Warren  Hartman,  in 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
in  Nashville  and  loaded  up  on  all  kinds  of 
“good  research  information  about  the 
San  Francisco  Area,  identifying  not  just 
weaknesses  but  strengths." 

Will  she  keep  membership  growth  as  a 
goal  before  other  leaders  in  the  area? 
"There’s  no  way  for  me  not  to  keep  it 
before  them  and  still  be  me,”  she  said. 

For  the  past  year  she  has  headed  the 
evangelism  section  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship.  "I’ve  appreciated  my  time 
with  the  staff  there,  to  see  what  needs  to 
be  done  and  to  know  the  kinds  of  resourc¬ 
ing  available  from  the  board  to  help  us 
deal  with  membership  problems.” 

When  contacted,  she  had  just  come 
from  a  get-acquainted  meeting  with  her 
new  area  staff.  "I  feel  good  about  some 
of  the  new  work  in  new  church  develop¬ 
ment  in  this  area." 

•  Bishop  Neil  Irons,  New  Jersey  Area. 
United  Methodists  here  are  in  an  area  of 
stable  population  but  very  shaky  church 
membership  with  losses  totaling  around 
6%  during  the  last  four  years. 

The  new  bishop  said  he  wants  to  find 
out  what  is  happening  with  the  “sense  of 
community  that  United  Methodism 
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historically  has  offered.” 

He  said  his  perception  is  that  many 
people  are  searching  for  *  ‘a  place  of  com¬ 
munity”  but  that  United  Methodist 
churches  aren’t  offering  it  as  they  once  .• 
did.  He  said  he  wants  to  be  a  part  of 
teaching  Christians  how  to  be  caring 
communities,  not  just  for  themselves  but 
for  people  they  invite  in  from  outside. 

He  expects  to  draw  on  his  own  experi¬ 
ence  in  West  Virginia  where,  despite 
United  Methodist  losses  statewide, 
“most  of  my  churches  have  grown  well." 
The  last  church  he  served  had  been 
declining  but  grew  dramatically  after  he 
arrived. 

The  district  he  has  been  superintend¬ 
ing  is  the  fourth  largest  in  the  state  but 
now  has  the  largest  number  of  people  in 
confirmation  classes,  something  he  has 
pressed  for  at  local  church  charge  con¬ 
ferences.  "My  district’s  membership 
losses  have  tapered  off  dramatically.” 

He  said  he  sees  the  developing  of  more  ; 
ethnic  minority  congregations  in  New 
Jersey  as  an  important  evangelism  tool 
in  a  state  with  a  large  ethnic  minority 
population. 

•  Bishop  Elias  Galvan,  Phoenix  Area. 
This  is  a  brand  new  episcopal  area  * 
carved  mainly  out  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Area.  The  people  in  Arizona  who  pushed 
for  the  separation  did  so  because  they 
wanted  leaders  who  would  tailor  pro¬ 
grams  specifically  to  Arizona  and 
southern  Nevada’s  explosive  population 
growth,  the  fastest  in  the  nation,  Bishop 
Galvan  said.  Population  here  is  expected 
to  double  between  1980  and  2000. 

"Certainly,  one  of  my  priorities  will  be 
to  find  ways  to  expand  the  church’s  ‘ 
ministry.  No  question,  we  need  to  open- 
new  churches.  Money  will  be  a  problem.  £ 
We  will  look  at  creative  ways  to  start 
congregations  without  new  buildings. 
We’ve  done  that  some  with  ethnic 
congregations.” 

Expanding  ministry  to  the  growing  '. 
Hispanic  population  will  be  a  priority,  he 
said. 

“I’ve  been  very  concerned  as  the 
council  on  ministries  director  (in  the  Los 
Angeles  Area)  that  we  haven’t  been  able 
to  capitalize  on  the  population  growth.  ';0 
The  western  culture  seems  to  draw' 
people  away  from  the  church.  We  don’t  v,r; 
know  the  answers  to  why  we  can’t  grow, 
but  we  hope  to  find  them .  ” 

•  Bishop  Judith  Craig,  Michigan  Area. 
The  U.S.  Census  Bureau  is  projecting.  V 
that  Michigan  will  lose  0.5%  of  its  popu-.y 
lation  between  1980  and  2000.  But  the,  '. 
United  Methodist  Church  here  is  losing 
members  some  70  times  faster  —  about. 
15,000  members,  or  6VZ%,  during  just  the,;-’ . 
last  four  years. 

Bishop  Craig  was  camping  beyond  the,-’, 
reach  of  a  telephone  last  week.  But  short-  . 
ly  after  her  election,  she  told  the  . 
Reporter  she  has  confidence  that  the 
UMC  can  be  renewed  and  deal  with,  ; 
membership  problems. 

She  said  it  is  important  to  find  ways'  . 
"that  are  newly  inviting”  to  present  the’?; 
Gospel  and  the  church  to  unchurched 
people.  She  said  the  denomination  is  full 
of  churches  that  outsiders  would  like  to 
join  “but  the  invitation  hasn’t  been 
extended  well.” 


Opportunities  for  member  growth  said  enhanced  in  minority  communities 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

New  opportunities  for  membership 
growth  in  ethnic  minority  communities 
have  risen  now  that  nearly  a  third  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  active  bish¬ 
ops  are  ethnic  minority  persons,  many 
leaders  are  saying. 

Potential  United  Methodist  members 
in  minority  communities  should  feel 
much  more  receptive  to  a  denomination 
where  they  can  see  their  ethnicity  re¬ 
flected  in  such  large  proportions  among 
top  leaders,  some  say. 

“While  society  at  large  is  moving  back 
from  affirmative  action.  United  Method¬ 
ists  have  surpassed  any  statistical 
goals,”  said  Bishop  Woodie  White  shortly 
after  his  election  last  month. 

With  an  estimated  4.7%  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  members,  ethnic  minorities  now 
are  28.3%  ( 13)  of  the  46  activeU.S.  bishops. 

That  is  exactly  the  same  percentage 
(28.3%)  of  ethnic  persons  who  served  as 
directors  of  the  UMC’s  general  boards 
and  agencies  the  last  four  years. 

Problems  of  getting  the  church’s  struc¬ 
ture  to  reflect  the  ethnicity  of  its  mem¬ 
bership  and  of  society  “are  behind  us,” 
said  retiring  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  in 
the  episcopal  address  to  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdictional  Conference.  “We  can 
now  move  forward  to  concentrate  on  a 
spiritual  revival.” 

The  95%-white  denomination  has  com¬ 
mitted  itself  for  the  third  consecutive 
four-year  period  to  make  the  developing 
of  ethnic  minority  congregations  the 


“missional  priority”  of  United  Methodism. 

Implicit  in  that  is  the  knowledge  that 
20.3%  of  the  U.  S.  population  is  ethnic 
minorities  who  are  heavily  unchurched. 

The  success  of  the  church-supported 
ethnic  caucuses  and  general  commis¬ 
sions  and  agencies  in  their  efforts  to  in¬ 
crease  the  ethnic  minority  presence 
among  United  Methodism’s  top  leaders 
can  be  seen  in  the  statistics. 

Because  some  of  the  ethnic  groups  are 
so  small  in  number,  even  one  bishop 
from  their  ranks  pushes  the  ethnic  per¬ 
centage  among  bishops  far  higher  than 
their  percentage  of  membership  (only 
Native  Americans  are  not  represented). 
Now,  blacks  and  Asian  Americans  are  a 
higher  ratio  of  United  Methodist  bishops 
than  they  are  even  of  the  U.S.  population. 

The  following  chart  shows  each 
group’s  percentage  of  United  Methodist 
members,  of  active  bishops  (with  the  ac¬ 
tual  number  in  parentheses)  and  of  the 
U.S.  population: 


UMs 

Asian-Am.  0.3% 
Blacks  3.8% 

Hispanics  0.4% 
Native-Am.  0.2% 
All  ethnic  4.7% 


Bishops  u.S. 
2.2%  (one)  1.6% 
23.9%  (11)  11.7% 

2.2%  (one)  6.4% 
0.0%  (none)  0.6% 
28.3%  (13)  20.3% 


There  have  been  many  expressions  of 
celebration  throughout  the  denomination 
about  what  some  newswriters  are  calling 
the  United  Methodist  “fainbow  coali¬ 
tion"  of  ethnic  and  women  leaders. 

But  the  election  of  seven  ethnic  minority 
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SUPERINTENDENTS  POSITION  AVAILABLE 
College  preparatory  high  school  for  gifted  Navajo 
students  Master's  Degree  in  School  Administration 
with  experience  preferred.  Plan,  direct  and 
coordinate  the  spiritual  life  program  &  over-all 
institution  program  for  approximately  225  Native 
American  students.  With  the  aid  of  the  School  Board, 
plan  and  administer  the  budget,  select  and  supervise 
personnel,  supervising  &  maintaining  of  property 
and  interpreting  the  work  of  the  agency  with  the 
community  and  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Pre¬ 
ference  given  to  qualified  Native  American.  Send 
resume  to:  Navajo  Methodist  Mission  School.  1200  W. 
Apache,  Farmington.  N.M.  87401  Salary  negotiable 
with  good  benefits 


CHAPLAIN  S  POSITION  AVAILABLE  Ordained 
United  Methodist  Minister,  background  in  educa¬ 
tion  Will  be  responsible  for  developing  and 
implementing  Christian  Education  Program  on  the 
campus  of  the  Navajo  Methodist  Mission/ Academv 
for  approximately  225  Native  American  students 
Also  responsible  for  student  counseling,  church 
services  for  staff,  student  body  and  the  community 
Teach  courses  in  Bible  Study,  ethics  and  humanities 
or  other  related  courses  Coordinate  youth  fellowship 
programs  &  developing  community  out-reach 
programs  Preference  given  to  qualified  Native 
American.  Send  resume  to;  Navajo  Methodist 
Mission  School.  1200  W  Apache.  Farmington.  N.M. 
87401  Salary  negotiable  with  good  benefits 


NEW  ZEALAND/ AUSTRALIA.  November  8  through 
28  Experience  Australian  outback  and  beautiful 
fjords  mountains  thermal  regions  of  NZ.  Escorted 
by  New  Zealander  Rev  Richard  Hendry.  Write 
Gemini  Travel.  Box  436.  La  Junta.  Colo  81050.  for 
schedule  and  reservations  or  call '303  )  384-5976 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education  for  growing 
downtown  2.200  church.  Salary  negotiable 
Hospitalization  and  retirement  provided,  Buncombe 
Street  United  Methodist  Church.  Drawer  1988, 
Greenville.  S.C  29602. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Full-time  Director  of 
Youth  and  Children's  Education  Ministries  for  630- 
member  church.  Preferably  applicant  should  have 
degree  or  practical  experience  in  education.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  and  salary  expectations  to 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  145  S.  Main.  Ripley. 
Tennessee  38063 


NEW  POSITION  TO  OPEN  Christian  Education 
Director  Salary  and  house  provided  540-member 
church.  Contact:  Rev.  Larry  Maddin.  P  O  Box  712. 
Jennings.  La  70546,  (318  )  824-4079 


TV  PRODUCER/DIRECTOR:  Complete  responsi¬ 
bility  for  live-on-tape  production  of  weekly  TV 
program  utilizing  in-house  facility  and  volunteer 
staff.  Editing  and  audio  mixing  skills  also  required. 
Submit  resume  and  demo  tape  to  Shiloh  Church.  5300 
Philadelphia  Drive,  Dayton.  Ohio  45415. 


and  two  women  bishops  among  the  19  new 
ones  last  month  did  not  come  without  stir¬ 
ring  some  rumblings  of  concern,  begin¬ 
ning  at  the  jurisdictional  conferences. 

Several  delegates  —  primarily  whites 
in  the  northern  and  western  conferences 
—  discussed  in  private  hallway  and  din¬ 


ner  conversations  their  feelings  that  be¬ 
cause  ethnic  minorities  and  women  al¬ 
ready  are  a  high  proportion  of  church 
leaders,  the  time  has  come  to  stop  push¬ 
ing  candidates  on  the  basis  of  their  race 
or  gender. 

Such  an  emphasis  on  race  and  gender 


makes  sense,  they  said,  only  for  a  group 
that  is  under-represented.  (During  the 
last  four  years,  19.6%  of  active  bishops 
were  from  ethnic  minorities. 

Some  claimed  that  many  persons  are 
so  committed  to  formulas  for  filling  gen¬ 
eral  boards  and  to  candidates  for  bishop 


on  the  basis  of  race  and  gender  that  they  . 
aren’t  giving  adequate  consideration  to 
some  highly  qualified  white  clergymen 
—  who  still  account  for  more  than  90%  of 
all  clergy,  although  now  for  69.9%  of  the  . 
bishops. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Two  clergy  women  fill  national  radio  pulpits 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

The  Rev.  Carol  Matteson  Cox  and 
Bishop  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly  are  making 
history  this  summer  as  the  first  United 
Methodist  clergywomen  selected  to 
preach  on  two  weekly  national  religious 
broadcast  series. 

Ms.  Cox  can  be  heard  on  “The 
Protestant  Hour"  which  began  in  July 
and  will  continue  through  Sept.  30.  “The 
Protestant  Hour”  is  sponsored  by 
agencies  of  several  denominations 
including  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
the  Presbyterian  Church  U.S. A.  and 
Lutheran  Church  in  America. 

Bishop  Kelly  is  featured  on  “The 
National  Radio  Pulpit”  which  began 
Aug.  5  and  will  run  through  Sept.  30.  The 
Communications  Commission  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  serves  as 
program  consultant  to  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company  (NBC)  for  that 
series. 

Ms.  Cox,  pastor  of  Fordham  UMC  in 
the  Bronx,  N.Y.,  is  married  to  another 
United  Methodist  minister,  the  Rev. 
Monty  Cox,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  teen¬ 
age  sons. 

Via  “The  Protestant  Hour"  she  will  be 
heard  weekly  on  approximately  500  radio 
stations  across  the  nation  and  around  the 
world.  The  30-minute  series  is  in  its  39th 
year  of  broadcasting. 

Preached  sermons,  then  tested 

“I  was  selected  for  the  program  from 
33  applicants  who  submitted  taped 
sermons,”  Ms.  Cox  said.  “The  selection 
committee  listened  to  tapes  from  all 
entrants  without  knowing  who  we  were. 

“This  is  a  special  opportunity  for  me  to 
reach  many  people,"  she  said.  "I  hope 
this  experience  will  enrich  my  ministry 
by  producing  invitations  to  preach  in 
different  locations.” 

Ms.  Cox  prepared  intensively  for  the 
12-sermon  series.  “I  preached  each 
sermon  at  my  church  first  to  gauge  the 


congregation's  response;  then  I  re-' 
worked  and  edited  them  accordingly. 
Lastly  I  asked  a  group  of  eight  peers  — 
seminary  professors,  pastors  and  lay¬ 
persons  —  to  critique  the  written  manu¬ 
scripts.” 

Recording  the  sermons  in  New  York 
was  a  challenge,  Ms.  Cox  recalled.  “I 
recorded  in  August  of  1983  on  a  schedule 
of  four  sermons  a  day  for  three  days. 

"Preaching  in  a  recording  studio  takes 
some  getting  used  to,”  she  continued.  “I 
imagined  that  people  were  listening  as  I 
preached.  Also  I  made  my  points  more 
general  than  I  did  to  my  congregation  in 
anticipating  a  more  diverse  listening 
audience.” 

The  sermon  series  is  entitled  “Jubilee 
Time,”  and  each  program  includes 
music  from  United  Methodist  choirs.  At 
the  1984  General  Conference,  Cokesbury 
released  the  book  “Jubilee  Time,”  a  col¬ 
lection  of  Ms.  Cox’s  broadcast  sermons. 


Rev.  Carol  Cox 


Looking  ahead  she  said,  "I  hope  the 
United  Methodist  Church  will  become 
more  involved  in  telecommunications.  If 
we  leave  it  up  for  grabs  to  independent 
groups  who  can  raise  the  funds,  we  are 
losing  a  great  evangelical  opportunity.’* 

Bishop  is  ‘double  first’ 

As  United  Methodism’s  first  ethnic 
minority  female  bishop  and  the  first 
United  Methodist  clergywoman  selected 
in  the  61-year  history  of  "The  National 
Radio  Pulpit,”  Bishop  Kelly  is  a  double 
first. 

The  daughter  of  a  minister  and  the 
mother  of  four,  Bishop  Kelly  succeeded 
her  late  husband  as  pastor  of  Galilee 
UMC  in  Edwardsville,  Va.,  in  1969.  Prior 
to  her  recent  election  to  the  episcopacy, 
she  was  chief  evangelism  executive  with 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
in  Nashville. 

Her  nine-sermon  series,  entitled 


Bishop  Leontine  Kelly 


"Visions  of  Faith,"  is  being  broadcast  by 
35  stations  and  is  available  to  additional 
NBC  affiliate  stations  at  their  request.  . 
"The  National  Radio  Pulpit,”  a  144- 
minute  NBC  series,  is  the  oldest  con¬ 
tinuous  network  program  on  the  air. 

Unlike  Ms.  Cox,  Bishop  Kelly  was  not 
selected  through  a  competitive  process. 
Instead,  she  theorized,  "I’ve  done  so 
much  preaching  across  the  country  and 
throughout  the  United  Methodist  con¬ 
ferences,  I  believe  the  offer  resulted 
from  people’s  response  to  my  preach¬ 
ing.” 

Bishop  Kelly  is  no  novice  in  the 
recording  studio.  "Years  ago  I  did  radio 
preaching  in  rural  Virginia,”  she  ex¬ 
plained. 

"While  recording  this  current  series  in 
Atlanta  in  May,  the  element  most  lacking 
was  the  interaction  between  the  preacher 
and  the  congregation.  I  missed  the  eye 
contact  and  verbal  response.  However,” 
she  said  laughing,  “the  production  crew  . 
soon  got  acclimated  to  my  sermons  and  . 
became  very  responsive. 

Seeks  active  church 

"I  bring  a  social  dimension  to  the  ser¬ 
mons  from  the  perspectives  of  a  black  • 
woman.  From  my  black  tradition,  the 
church  reaches  out  and  touches  life.  And  • 
as  a  woman,  I’ve  experienced  the  limi--- 
tations  of  society.  Combining  these 
perspectives,  I  present  the  gospel  as  a  ' 
liberating  gospel  and  I  define  personhood 
as  the  imitation  of  God,  rather  than 
society’s  definition. 

"Most  of  all,”  she  concluded,  "through-  ’ 
my  sermons  I  want  the  church  to  become 
active  in  the  world.” 

Lists  of  radio  stations  carrying  these- 
programs  are  available  from  "The 
National  Radio  Pulpit,”  NCCC  Com¬ 
munications  Commission,  Room  860,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115, 
(212)  870-2574  and  “The  Protestant- 
Hour,”  1727  Clifton  Road  N.E.,  Atlanta, 
Ga.  30329,  ( 404 )  634-3324. 
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Episcopalians  seek  woman  bishop 

Service  marks  1  Oth  anniversary  of  decision  to  ordain  women 

came  forward. 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service  Associate  Editor 

PHILADELPHIA  -  A  service 
marking  the  10th  anniversary  of  the  first 
women’s  ordinations  in  the  Episcopal 
Church  opened  a  drive  here  to  ordain  the 
church’s  first  woman  bishop. 

Some  400  persons  attended  the  two- 
and-a-half  hour  Eucharist  at  the  Church 
of  the  Advocate,  an  imposing  but 
dilapidated  inner-city  neo-Gothic  struc¬ 
ture  near  Temple  University  where  three 
bishops,  on  July  29,  1974,  ordained  the 
women  who  became  known  as  the 
“Philadelphia  11.”  That  protest  against 
the  Episcopal  Church’s  all-male  priest¬ 
hood  led  the  church’s  General  Conven¬ 
tion,  in  1976,  to  allow  the  ordination  of 
women  priests. 

Four  ‘originals’  attend 

Celebrating  the  Eucharist  in  the 
cavernous  stone  church  decorated  with 
colorful  murals  and  banners  and  dotted 
with  helium-filled  balloons  were  four  of 
the  original  11  women  priests  —  the  Rev. 
Carter  Heyward  and  the  Rev.  Suzanne 
Hiatt,  both  associate  professors  at  the 
Episcopal  Divinity  School  in  Cambridge, 
Mass.;  the  Rev.  Alison  M.  Cheek, 
recently  returned  from  New  Zealand, 
where  she  was  consultant  to  a  seminary  ; 
and  the  Rev.  Alla  Bozarth-Campbell, 
who  heads  an  ecumenical  center  for 
women  in  Minneapolis. 

Also  present  were  three  other  principal 
figures  from  the  1974  rites,  which  defied 
Episcopal  Church  canons  —  the  Rev. 


Paul  Washington,  the  rector  who  allowed 
his  church  to  be  used  for  the  “irregular” 
ordinations,  and  two  of  the  bishops  who 
participated,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Antonio 
Ramos,  at  that  time  bishop  of  Costa  Rica 
and  now  a  National  Council  of  Churches 
official;  and  the  Rt.  Rev.  Robert  DeWitt, 
a  "resigned”  bishop  who  for  several 
years  edited  the  Witness,  an  independent 
liberal  Episcopal  journal. 

Preaching  at  the  anniversary 
celebration,  Bishop  Ramos  called  the 
effort  to  open  the  priesthood  to  women  “a 
partial  victory,  not  a  total  one.”  In  10 
years,  he  noted,  more  than  500  women 
have  been  ordained,  but  many  are  not 
able  to  find  employment  as  parish 
priests.  (Only  83  of  the  565  ordained 
women  are  in  charge  of  parishes.) 
“There  are  still  bishops  who  refuse  to 
ordain  women,"  he  said,  “and  there  are 
still  people  who  refuse  to  take 
Communion  from  a  woman.” 

Campaign  launched 

The  Rev.  David  Gracie,  chaplain  at 
Temple  University,  read  a  document 
drafted  by  planners  of  the  service  to 
launch  the  campaign  to  bring  women  into 
the  church’s  all-male  episcopate.  “We 
call  upon  the  Episcopal  Church,”  said 
the  statement,  “to  proceed  urgently  and 
with  dispatch  to  the  election  and 
ordination  of  women  to  the  episcopate  in 
order  to  bring  wholeness  to  this  order  of 
ministry,  which  exists  to  ‘lead,  supervise 
and  unite  the  church.’  ” 

The  document  said  that  the  church’s 


ministry  is  “incomplete  and  divided" 
because  there  are  no  women  bishops,  and 
that  their  addition  would  be  a  “healing 
and  fulfilling  action.  ” 

At  the  close  of  the  formal  eucharistic 
service,  Mr.  Gracie  noted  that  “the 
laying  on  of  hands  is  an  important  thing 
that  priests  are  called  to  do."  and  invited 
worshipers  to  come  to  the  altar  and 
receive  the  “laying  on  of  hands”  by 
women  priests. 

“Come  experience  the  healing  that 
comes  to  the  church  when  women  are 
recognized  as  channels  of  God’s  grace,” 
he  said.  He  suggested  that  ordained 
persons  might  wish  to  regard  the  act  as 
“a  completion  of  your  ordination." 

The  “laying  on  of  hands"  is  used  in 
several  contexts  in  the  Episcopal 
Church,  including  in  confirmation  and 
ordination,  where  it  is  done  by  a  bishop. 

Several  hundred  persons  streamed  into 
the  aisles  at  Mr.  Grade’s  invitations  and 
waited  in  long  lines  to  kneel  before  one  of 
five  women  priests  at  the  altar.  The 
priest  spoke  briefly  with  each 
worshiper  before  placing  her  hands  on 
the  person's  head  and  praying  audibly 
for  the  individual’s  expressed  concerns. 

Unusual  emotional  experience 

Many  worshipers  left  the  altar  in 
tears,  moved  by  an  experience  that  is 
unusual  in  the  formal  worship  style 
commonly  used  by  Episcopal  parishes. 

"It’s  a  very  draining  experience,”  said 
Ms.  Hiatt,  one  of  the  priests  who  prayed 
for  the  dozens  of  men  and  women  who 


Supporters  of  the  call  to  elect  women 
bishops  said  success  might  not  come  for 
a  decade  or  more.  Bishops  must  be  at 
least  30  years  old  and  be  elected  by  a 
diocese  to  serve  in  that  diocese.  Half  the 
dioceses  in  the  church  must  approve  the 
choice. 

In  1976,  when  the  church  approved 
ordination  of  women  as  priests,  it  also 
approved  the  election  and  consecration 
of  women  as  bishops.  At  least  two  women 
have  been  candidates  in  previous 
elections  —  Canon  Mary  Michael 
Simpson  in  New  York,  and  the  Rev.  Jean 
Dementi  in  Alaska. 

Interestingly,  Ms.  Hiatt  and  others  who 
led  the  movement  for  women’s 
ordination  in  the  '70s  by  violating  church 
canons  have  decided  to  press  the 
campaign  for  women  bishops  by  acting 
within  the  system.  One  planner  of  the 
anniversary  event  said  there  had  been 
consideration  of  an  “irregular”  conse¬ 
cration  of  a  woman  bishop,  “but  cooler 
heads  prevailed,”  and  the  idea  was 
dismissed  as  unwise. 

Another  Protestant  denomination,  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  elected  its  first 
woman  bishop  in  1980,  and  recently 
elected  a  second  and  third. 

Other  Protestant  denominations  — 
including  the  United  Church  of  Christ, 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church  and  the 
Salvation  Army  —  have  women  serving 
in  regional  administrative  posts  with 
duties  similar  to  those  of  bishops, 
although  those  denominations  do  not  call 
their  leaders  bishops. 


Arthritis  and  low  blood  pressure  have  Columbus 


Sunday  school  was  ‘the  cookie  jar  of  his  life 


By  PAM  PULLEY 

CLEARWATER,  Fla.  -  Columbus 
Moore  can’t  spread  the  word  of  the  Lord 
en  mass  as  in  days  past. 

And  the  days  past  are  many. 

Mr.  Moore,  82,  taught  Sunday  School 
and  directed  junior  ushers’  groups  of  his 
churches  for  nearly  65  years. 

That  was  his  cookie  jar  of  life.  The 
morsels  never  became  stale. 

“I  enjoyed  teaching  children  and  the 
Bible  both,”  Mr.  Moore  says.  “At  times  I 
desired  to  quit,  but  something  told  me  not 
to.  There  ain’t  hardly  a  week  goes  by 
without  some  of  my  ‘children’  (former 
Sunday  School  students)  coming  by  to 
see  me.” 

Their  visits  mean  a  lot  to  the  once- 
vigorous  cook  and  gardener  who  is 
confined  to  a  wheelchair  in  a  modern 
nursing  home  in  this  tourist  city.  Low 
blood  pressure  and  arthritis  stretching 
from  his  right  shoulder  to  his  feet  are  the 
culprits. 

Collapsed  near  church 

One  Sunday  in  1983  he  collapsed  on  the 
beaten  path  between  his  home  and  the 
Mount  Zion  United  Methodist  Church. 

He  regained  consciousness  that 
evening.  “And  my  blood  pressure  was 
too  low,”  Mr.  Moore  says.  “My 
grandson,  Robert,  wanted  me  in  a 
nursing  home  so  I  could  be  sure  to  get  my 
medication.” 

Mr.  Moore  retired  as  the  grounds¬ 
keeper  of  a  chain  motel  in  Clearwater 
eight  years  ago.  Earlier  he  was  the  cook 
for  a  fruit-shipping  firm  for  more  than  40 
years.  Much  earlier,  he  was  a  17-year-old 
who  taught  the  gospel  in  Alachua  County 
in  rural  north  Florida  before  leaving  in 
search  of  opportunity  on  the  west  coast  of 
Florida. 

Mr.  Moore  remembers  Clearwater, 
now  buzzing  with  a  population  of  100,000, 
pre-1920.  The  roads  were  unpaved. 
Maybe  a  dozen  stores  were  open  for 
business.  Traffic  was  only  a  whisper. 
And,  he  began  teaching  Sunday  School  at 
the  now-nonexistent  African  Methodist 
Church  in  nearby  Safety  Harbor. 

Message  never  changes 
Always  his  students  were  children.  His 
message,  delivered  at  the  Mount  Zion 
United  Methodist  Church  for  45  years  in  a 
peaceful  black  community  of  north 
Clearwater,  seldom  varied.  He  said  there 
was  no  reason  to  change  the  material 
because  “laws  are  laws,  in  church  and 
out.” 


Moore  confined  to  a  wheelchair  these  days.  But  for  more  than  65  years  he 
taught  boys  and  girls  in  Methodist  and  United  Methodist  Sunday  School. 
The  message  never  changed,  he  says.  piioto by  pampuij.ky 

“I  tried  to  teach  them  how  to  live  his  voice  becomes  a  whisper  when  he 
among  one  another  by  being  honest  and  leafs  through  a  scrapbook  and  stops 
true,”  Mr.  Moore  said.  “I  tried  to  talk  to  abruptly  at  the  snapshot  of  a  handsome. 


the  parents  at  times  but  parents  just 
weren’t  taking  the  time  (in  the  last  10 
years)  to  correct  the  problems.” 

He  mentions  the  “vibrations”  that 
change  with  age,  the  “frustrations”  of 
attempting  to  “chastise”  children 
without  parental  cooperation. 

But  Mr.  Moore  is  proud  of  his  Sunday 
school  “children."  He  talks  of  the 
youngsters  who  have  grown  up  and  are 
rearing  their  own  families  a  few  houses 
away  from  his  home,  of  the  high  school 
senior  who  served  on  the  church’s 
finance  board  and  sang  in  the  choir.  But. 


Graham  deepens  bonds 
with  British  Methodists 


From  Religious  News  Service 

LONDON  —  One  of  the  most  striking 
features  of  evangelist  Billy  Graham’s 
current  three-month  crusade  here,  as 
part  of  the  mammoth  Mission  England 
outreach,  is  the  remarkable  partnership 
he  has  struck  up  with  the  British 
Methodist  Church. 

The  partnership  was  born  in  a  period  of 
uncertainty  on  the  part  of  some  Meth¬ 
odists  in  their  attitude  to  the  evangelist’s 
much-publicized  visit.  There  were 
suggestions  that  his  style  and  presen¬ 
tation  were  outdated,  even  unwanted. 

But  when  the  Methodist  Conference 
met  in  Wolverhampton  at  the  same  time 
as  Dr.  Graham’s  mission  in  the 
Midlands,  based  at  the  famous  Aston 
Villa  Football  Club  in  Birmingham,  there 
was  a  dramatic  transformation. 

The  conference  welcomed  Dr.  Graham 
to  Britain  and  rejoiced  that  so  many  had 
been  led  to  Christian  commitment 
through  his  ministry.  At  the  same  time,  it 
encouraged  all  Methodists  to  support 
him  and  the  Mission  England  program. 

Then  the  Methodist  leaders  decided  to 
add  a  personal  touch.  The  ex-president, 
the  Rev.  Amos  S.  Cresswell,  the  ex- vice 
president,  Bartlett  Lang,  and  the  general 


secretary  of  the  home  mission  division, 
the  Rev.  Donald  English,  trooped  over  to 
the  stadium  for  one  of  the  meetings. 

Dr.  Graham  has  made  it  known  that 
this  gesture  was  a  very  great  encourage¬ 
ment  to  him  and  was  deeply  appre¬ 
ciated.  “I  shall  wave  the  conference 
resolution  in  front  of  every  Methodist  in 
America,”  he  adds. 

Dr.  Graham  concedes  there  is 
criticism  of  his  particular  evangelistic 
style  and  theology.  Indeed,  “one  expects 
it,”  he  adds.  “I  recognize  that  Christians 
have  different  emphases  and  concerns. 
But  we  can  unite  in  the  proclamation  of 
the  biblical  Gospel  which  all  Christian 
churches  are  founded  upon.” 

Meanwhile,  one  leading  British 
churchman  has  suggested  that  the 
exceptional  response  to  Dr.  Graham's 
crusades  could  mean  that  the  spiritual 
tide  of  the  nation  has  turned. 

“This  could  be  the  turn  of  the  tide  for 
the  church  in  Britain,”  he  said.  “We  have 
lived  as  a  nation  without  God.  The 
response  shows  that  people  want  the 
message  of  Jesus  Christ.  Where  else  can 
you  get  a  message  of  reconciliation? 
Where  else  is  there  promise  of  spiritual 
power?” 


smiling  boy,  age  10  or  11.  The  picture  was 
made  15  years  ago. 

“Others  have  come  to  some  good  use. 
He  got  into  trouble  .”  Mr.  Moore  said.  “It 
was  dope.  DOPE.  He  went  to  prison.” 

Entire  family  attended 

Only  shrubbery  and  the  wisp  of  an 
unpaved  driveway  separate  his  home 
from  the  Mount  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church.  Its  sharp  steel  and  concrete 
block  and  white-washed  finish  shine  in 
near-newness,  thanks  to  the  congre¬ 
gation’s  128  members  who  pooled  their 
resources  eight  years  ago  to  build  a  new 
house  of  worship.  Mr.  Moore  attended  his 
first  service  there  when  Mount  Zion  was 
a  single,  wood-frame  room  sitting  on 
stocky  brick  stilts. 

Over  the  years  —  until  that  fateful  day 
in  September  of  1983  —  Moore  said  he 
probably  was  marked  absent  from 
Sunday  School  only  15  or  20  times.  “I  was 
sick  some,  and  I  missed  a  Sunday  when 
my  wife,  Lena,  had  a  little  stroke.  And 
one  year  I  missed  one  Sunday  to  visit  my 
brother  who  was  sick .  ” 

His  entire  family  —  Lena,  four 
children,  seven  grandchildren,  seven 
great-grandchildren  —  attended  services 
there. 

Mr.  Moore  wears  a  wool  cap  for 
warmth.  Hair  grows  in  gray  cotton 
patches  around  the  ears.  His  eyes  tell  the 
history  of  82  years  behind  bifocals. 

He  is  serious  and  never  talks  of 
discrimination. 

Instead,  he  prefers  to  discuss  students 
who  continue  to  visit  him  in  the  nursing 
home. 

Never  gave  any  back-talk 

There  is  Charles,  about  40,  married 
with  two  children.  "All  of  his  life,  from 
the  time  he  was  big  enough  all  the  way 
through  school,  he  never  gave  me  one 
ounce  of  trouble.  He  never  went  for  back- 
talk.  I’d  expel  them  from  class  if  they  did 
that.” 

There’s  Catherine,  about  39,  a  mother 
and  a  frequent  visitor  to  Mr.  Moore’s 


comfortable  nursing  home  room.  “She 
never  gave  me  no  back-talk.  And  she 
would  tell  the  other  children.  ‘You  better 
be  quiet  because  Mr.  Moore  will  get 
you.’  ” 

Others,  including  the  Mount  Zion 
pastor  and  various  congregation 
members,  visit  frequently. 

“They  even  come  by  on  the  first 
Sunday  of  the  month  after  services  and 
give  me  wine  and  bread,”  Mr.  Moore 
said.  ‘‘It’s  communion,  sacrament. 
Every  church  has  a  different  name  but  it 
all  means  the  same  thing.” 

Ms.  Pulley  is  a  freelance  writer  in 
Tampa,  Fla. 

Book  Review 

Photos  add 
to  message 

“Growing  into  the  Blue.”  by  Ulrich 
Schaffer.  Harper  &  Row,  San  Francisco. 
90  pages.  Paperback.  $14.95. 

By  MARY  BROOKE  CASAD 
"I  seek  out  the  bluest  spot 
in  a  blue  sky 
and  aim  myself  into  it. 

This  is  a  day  of  growth.  .  . 


I  will  grow  into  that  blue 
toward  God, 

where  my  seed  was  planted, 
thus  completing  the  circle.  ” 


“Growing  into  the  Blue”  is  a  book 
about  growth.  Through  word  and  picture, 
Ulrich  Schaffer  offers  the  reader/viewer 
a  meditative  look  at  this  theme  through 
comparisons  with  nature. 

Schaffer  calls  upon  the  seasons  to 
illustrate  the  cycles  of  growth,  both 
personal  and  relational.  He  writes  that, 
visually,  he  is  particularily  attracted  to 
trees.  Many  of  the  poems  and  pictures 
use  this  motif  to  produce  rich  images, 
such  as: 

" Green-thumbed  God. 
my  ancient  gardener, 

I  spread  my  branches 
to  treat  you  to  shade 
so  we  can  talk." 

Colors  also  play  an  important  role.  As 
the  title  suggests,  the  idea  of  movement 
upwards  into  a  blue  sky  is  a  concept 
Schaffer  emphasizes.  Many  of  the  photo¬ 
graphs  have  beautiful  blue  skies  as  back¬ 
drops.  One  such  picture  is  of  the  moon 
and  a  pine  tree  against  a  deep  blue 
California  »sky.  Schaffer  offers  this 
accompanying  image: 

“The  deeper  the  blue 

to  which  I  aspire, 

the  more  luminescent 

will  be  the  light 

that  I  still  catch  with  my  life. 

Each  poem  is  complemented  by  a 
corresponding  photograph,  each  exquis¬ 
itely  executed.  Of  particular  interest  is 
the  “Notes  on  the  Photos"  section  at  the 
close  of  the  book.  Here,  Schaffer  shares 
specifics  of  his  photography  techniques 
as  well  as  the  sites  of  these  nature 
scenes.  The  pictures  were  taken  on  a 
variety  of  terrains,  including  British 
Columbia,  West  Germany,  Greece  and 
California. 

For  Schaffer,  to  write  and  to  photo¬ 
graph  is  a  search  for  potential  and  an 
attempt  to  communicate. 

“I  do  not  try  to  prescribe  but  rather  to 
evoke  a  response,”  writes  Schaffer  in  the 
postscript.  “I  live  amidst  the  mysteries 
of  the  life  process  and  want  to  experience 
that  process  more  consciously.” 

To  experience  the  process  of  growth 
with  Schaffer  is  to  know  serenity  and 
peace  while  being  challenged  to  reach 
higher  plateaus  of  maturity.  These 
verbal  and  visual  images  will  refresh 
and  inspire  time  and  time  again. 

Ms.  Casad  is  a  freelance  writer  and  a 
frequent  reviewer  for  the  Reporter.  She 
lives  in  Gainesville,  Ga. 


MINNEAPOLIS  —  In  this  1976  file  photo,  the  Rev.  Marilyle  Sweet  Page  of 
Rochester,  N.Y.,  a  deacon,  cried  with  joy  as  she  heard  the  news  that  the 
Episcopal  Church  had  endorsed  the  ordination  of  women  to  the  priesthood 
and  the  episcopacy.  With  her  is  her  husband,  the  Rev.  Robert  Page.  But 
eight  years  later,  no  woman  has  been  elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  (see  accompanying  story).  kki.igious  nkwsskrvick  photo 


Dear  Deborah 

What  about  attending 
church  on  vacations? 


Dear  Deborah. 

It  is  vacation  time  again  at  our  house 
and  I  suppose  at  most  houses.  That  brings 
a  time  of  tension  in  our  family  because 
my  wife  and  I  disagree  about  whether  or 
not  we  should  go  to  church  when  we  are 
traveling  —  or  even  when  we  are  at 
home. 

She  thinks  that  when  you  are  on 
vacation  you  should  drop  all  your  regular 
activities,  and  that  includes  church.  We 
are  an  active  family  into  many  aspects  of 
the  church  life.  I  feel  just  the  opposite 
and  want  to  attend  church  because  I 
think  that  we  need  to  worship  the  Lord 
without  interruption.  There  is  no 
vacation  from  our  relationship  with  God. 
I  feel  terrible  when  I  miss  church.  The 
kids  tend  to  agree  with  my  wife,  of 
course,  and  say  they  hate  to  go  to 
different  churches  because  they  feel 
strange  there.  Is  there  a  solution  to  this? 
Can  you  convince  either  of  us  to  change 
and  bring  some  peace  on  this  issue  in  our 
home?  What  do  other  people  do? 

Allen 

Dear  Allen: 

Since  most  churches  experience  a 
decline  in  attendance  during,  the 
vacation  months,  it  is  apparent  that 
most  people  are  in  accordance  with 
your  wife  and  kids.  That  doesn’t 
make  it  right,  does  it ? 

Some  people  think  of  their 
vacation  as  an  opportunity  to 
expand  their  horizons  by  attending 


church  services  of  different  denomi¬ 
nations,  different  faiths,  different 
cultures.  It  is  especially  rewarding 
to  attend  worship  services  when  one 
is  in  a  totally  different  cultural 
atmosphere  than  one  is  accustomed 
to.  Perhaps  you  could  challenge 
your  family  to  do  this. 

In  one  church  I  know  well  the 
custom  is  to  bring  back  the  bulletin 
or  other  information  about  what¬ 
ever  church  one  attends  to  the 
church  office.  The  material  is  of 
great  interest  to  those  who  make  up 
the  service  bulletin  each  Sunday  — 
and  the  practice  is  an  encour¬ 
agement  to  attend  church  wherever 
one  is. 

If  it  is  not  possible  to  get  to  a 
church  building  it  is  always  possible 
to  have  a  family  service  of  worship 
wherever  one  happens  to  be.  If  you 
do  this,  then  remember  your  own 
community  of  faith  in  your  prayers, 
and  that  will  help  you  feel  a  part  of 
the  larger  world. 

Thank  goodness  God  does  not  take 
vacations ! 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and 
life.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Questions  for 
the  column  will  be  selected  from  the 
letters.  Write:  “Dear  Deborah,"  P.O. 
Box  221076.  Dallas.  TX  75222. 


History  of  Hymns 

Tennyson  found  grief 
led  to  inspired  poems 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Strong  Son  of  God.  immortal  love, 

Whom  we,  that  have  not  seen  thy  face. 

By  faith,  and  faith  alone,  embrace 
Believing  where  we  cannot  prove. 

Alfred  Tennyson  was  appointed  poet 
laureate  by  Queen  Victoria  in  1850  at  age 
41.  His  poetic  gifts  won  for  him  high 
regard  throughout  England.  Though  he 
received  several  requests  to  write  hymns 
of  congregational  song,  he  graciously 
declined. 

He  believed  that  hymn  writing  was  a 
difficult  task  for  which  he  was  not  suited. 
However,  hymnal  editors  have  used 
selections  from  Tennyson’s  writings  that 
have  served  well  as  hymns. 

“Strong  Son  of  God,  Immortal  Love”  is 
a  selection  of  stanzas  from  a  larger  work 
entitled  "In  Memoriam,”  written  during 
15  years.  The  initial  motivation  for  the 
poem  came  from  the  shocking  death  of  a 
college  classmate. 

Seeking  to  resolve  the  meaning  of  life 
and  death  and  reaching  out  for  his  own 
faith,  Tennyson  spent  these  years 
meditating  on  the  realities  of  the 


Christian  faith.  These  lines  reflect  his 
growing  maturity. 

His  father  was  an  Anglican  minister, 
and  Alfred  was  born  in  the  rectory  in 
Lincolnshire,  England,  the  fourth  of  12 
children.  After  three  years  at  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge,  he  became 
disillusioned  and  quit  school. 

Two  other  hymns  by  Tennyson  found  in 
many  hymnals  are  “Ring  Out,  Wild 
Bells,  to  the  Wild  Sky.”  also  from  “In 
Memoriam,"  and  “Crossing  the  Bar." 
with  its  initial  line 
Sunset  and  evening  star, 

And  one  clear  call  for  me. 

And  may  there  be  no  moaning  of  the  bar 
When  I  put  out  to  sea. 

This  latter  poem,  written  in  1889,  came 
to  him  one  October  day  as  he  made  his 
way  to  his  home  on  the  Isle  of  Wight.  He 
crossed  the  narrow  strait  that  separates 
the  Isle  from  the  mainland,  and  the  in¬ 
spiration  of  the  journey  began  the  poem. 

At  home,  after  dinner,  Tennyson 
showed  the  completed  poem  to  his  son 
Hallam  saying,  “It  came  in  a  moment.” 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN : 

“Open  My  Eyes  That  I  May  See" 


Mass  media  effects  found  slight 


From  Religious  Newsservice 
LONDON  —  The  World  Association  for 
Christian  Communication  which  has  its 
headquarters  here,  has  just  completed 
its  largest  research  study  ever.  Its  report 
on  the  extent  to  which  mass  media  are  a 
factor  in  social  change  is  based  on  re¬ 
search  done  in  India,  but  the  findings 
may  be  of  international  significance. 

Researchers  studied  12,000  households 
in  five  villages  in  three  of  India’s  rural 
areas  between  1977  and  1983,  and  came 
up  with  these  findings: 


—  Mass  media  (radio,  books  and  news¬ 
papers)  are  not  the  major  determinants 
of  social  change  they  are  presumed  to  be. 

—  Instead,  the  major  determinants  of 
social  change  are  “inter-personal 
communication,  community  activism, 
and  political  agitation"  —  in  that  order. 

—  Those  who  benefit  most  from  mass 
media  are  those  who  are  already  well  off, 
enjoy  literacy,  education,  housing  and 
employment. 

—  These  affluent  groups,  through 
exposure  to  mass  media,  deepen  and 
consolidate  their  privileges. 


CENTENARY  COLLEGE  OF  LOUISIANA 


Friend  of  Mind 


Established  1825 

Shreveport,  Louisiana  ’  August  10,  1984 


Members  of  the  Centenary  Church  Careers  Stwfenr  Team  include  (front  row.  left  to  right )  Laura 
Echols.  Ann  Beaty,  and  |ami  Timmerman,  (middle  row.  left  to  right )  Sue  (oinerand  \ohnny  Haft 
and  (top  row)  Michael  Hayes. 


Students  to  Help  In  Local  Churches 


Centenary  College 

For  160  Years  Small  and  Strong 


Vic  IVIISS,  OIVIU,  f\  Cr 


Arkansas  -  Dr.  Sexton  retired  He  had  also 
seen  the  College  survive  the  Depression, 
when  the  College  accepted  unsalable 
bales  of  cotton  in  lieu  of  cash  for  tuition 
The  emergency  measures  had  to  be 
continued  under  the  presidency  of  Dr 
Pierce  Cline  and  the  board  chairmanship 
of  Paul  M.  Brown  |r  The  faculty  was  paid  in 
scrip,  redeemable  in  goods  at  co-oper¬ 
ating  stores  Many  had  to  live  in  campus 
housing.  Though  times  were  tough,  faculty 
and  students  made  the  most  of  the  situation 


and  Kollege  Kapers  were  born.  The 
student  variety  shows,  which  continued 
into  the  late  40s,  became  an  elixer  of 
laughter  for  the  entire  Ark-La-Tex  With 
Hollywood  on  the  mind,  students  began 
having  their  beauties  judged  by  stars  of  the 
silver  screen.  Winners  of  these  Hollywood 
Selections  were  indeed  Southern  belles 
Centenary  took  on  an  auxiliary  campus 
soon  after  the  outbreak  of  World  War  II, 
when  the  Haynes  family  purchased  the 
Dodd  Col  lege  property  onOckleyand  gave 
it  to  the  school.  Originally  used  for  the 


Come  Celebrate 


October  20  -  Save  that  date  and  plan 
now  to  attend  a  musical  history  of  the 
Felicianas,  including  a  celebration  of 
the  160th  anniversary  of  Centenary 
College. 

The  program,  which  will  begin  at 
sunset  on  the  lawn  of  the  old  Centenary 
campus  in  lackson.  will  feature  the 
Baton  Rouge  Symphony  and  the 
Centenary  College  Choir.  The  music 
was  written  by  Dr.  William  Boyd,  band 
director  at  lackson  High  School  and  a 
member  of  the  lackson  United  Methodist 
Church.  Plans  are  in  the  making  for  a 
Centenary  Alumni  Reunion  to  be  held 
earlier  in  the  day.  Watch  for  more  details. 


Discover  Centenary  Planned  for  Youth 


The  Church  Careers  Program  at 
Centenary  is  offering  an  exciting  resource 
to  area  churches  this  year. 

A  team  of  six  students  wil  I  be  avai  lable 
to  churches  to  lead  youth  events,  retreats, 
workshops,  or  worship  services.  This  team 
brings  together  a  broad  range  of  gifts  and 
talents,  music,  drama,  art.  dance,  games, 
outdoor  activities,  camping,  and  worship 
leadership  including  preaching.  Partici¬ 
pating  students  will  meet  field  education 
requirements  for  their  Church  Careers 
program  and  at  the  same  time,  meet  the 
needs  of  local  churches  while  repre¬ 
senting  Centenary  College. 

Students  who  will  make  up  the  team 
are:  Ann  Beaty,  a  junior  from  Spring, 


Texas;  Laura  Echols  and  lohnny  Hall, 
seniors  from  Shreveport;  Michael  Hayes, 
a  senior  from  Geneseo,  Kansas;  Sue 
loiner,  a  sophomore  from  Garland.  Texas, 
and  lami  Zimmerman,  a  senior  from 
Cameron.  Missouri. 

The  host  church  will  be  expected  to 
provide  travel  expenses  (at  the  Con¬ 
ference  mileage  rate),  meals  and  lodging 
(if  overnight),  and  a  $25.00  honorarium  to 
be  used  in  the  purchase  of  team  resources 

Churches  which  are  interested  in 
scheduling  the  team  for  an  event  may  do 
so  by  writing  or  calling  Kay  Madden, 
Director  of  Church  Relations,  Centenary 
College,  291 1  Centenary  Blvd.  Shreveport 
La  71104.  (318)869-5108. 


Like  the  undaunted  grande  dame. 
Centenary  College  is  hard  to  deter.  For  1 60 
years  -  through  the  Civil  War.  two  World 
Wars,  and  the  Great  Depression  -  this  ven¬ 
erable  institution  has  managed  to  over¬ 
come  its  adversities  -  often  with  a  sur¬ 
prising  solution  -  and  maintain  its  raison 
d'etre  as  a  quality  educational  institution. 

Centenary  is  a  direct  descendent  of  The 
College  of  Louisiana  in  lackson,  chartered 
by  the  State  of  Louisiana  in  1825,  and 
Centenary  College  of  Clinton  and  Brandon 
Springs,  Miss.,  chartered  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  two  merged  in  1 845 
becoming  Centenary  College  of  Louisiana 
in  lackson. 

The  institution  flourished,  rivaling  even 
Harvard's  enrollment  as  nearly  300  stu¬ 
dents  appeared  for  some  sessions.  A  huge 
"Center  Building"  on  campus  included 
classrooms,  laboratories,  a  library,  and  a 
3,000  capacity  auditorium,  easily  filled  for 
every  Commencement  weekend  and  other 
special  events. 

But  classes  came  to  an  abrupt  halt 
when  the  Civil  War  broke  out  Faculty 
minutes,  stored  in  Centenary's  archives, 
read  "Students  have  all  gone  to  war. 
College  suspended  And  God  help  the 
right!" 

When  the  doors  finally  reopened,  en¬ 
rollment  had  dropped,  so  much  so  that 
college  officials  resorted  to  admitting  wo¬ 
men  to  classes.  At  the  end  of  their  studies, 
they  were  not  granted  degrees;  instead 
they  were  given  certificates  of  completion. 
It  was  not  until  1 947  that  those  ladies  were 
awarded  bachelors  degrees. 

Never  really  recovering  from  Recon¬ 
struction,  the  College  was  moved  to 
Shreveport  in  1906  with  exactly  $118.11 
and  a  donation  of  40  acres  of  land  Two 
years  later,  lackson  Hall  was  completed 
and  the  first  session  of  Centenary  College 
began  in  the  fall. 

Times  were  still  not  easy  for  the  strug¬ 
gling  institution,  now  into  its  second  great 
war.  In  1918,  there  were  only  nine  faculty 
members;  in  1921  only  43  students.  But  it 
was  in  that  year  that  the  dynamic  Dr. 
George  Sexton  left  his  charge  as  a 
Methodist  Minister  and  took  the  post  of 
president  of  Centenary  College.  He  had 
taken  the  job  on  a  temporary  basis .  .  but 
stayed  for  most  of  his  life. 

It  was  under  Dr.  Sexton's  leadership  that 
Centenary  gained  its  first  national  re¬ 
cognition  in  sports  -  this  time  for  its  foot¬ 
ball  team,  a  powerhouse  of  athletes 
coached  by  the  legendary  Bo  McMillan. 
But  it  was  also  Dr.  Sexton  who  had  the 
team  name  1  changed  from  "Ironsides"  to 
"Gentlemen." 

In  1932  -  the  year  of  an  undefeated 
season  for  the  Gents  who  beat  LSU.  Texas. 

J.C.  Love 
Awards  Made 

Four  full-tuition  scholarships  have 
been  given  this  year  to  outstanding 
Methodist  ministers'  dependents  at¬ 
tending  Centenary 

These  scholarships  have  been  made 
available  for  Methodist  ministers'  de¬ 
pendents  by  a  gift  to  the  college  from 
the  family  of  I.C.  Love.  Jr  The  recipients 
are  Michael  Holt  of  Monroe;  Renee 
Bergeron  of  Greenwell  Springs.  LA 
Jennifer  Watson  of  Baton  Rouge,  and 
Hilda  Perrot  of  New  Orleans  There  are 
only  two  other  full-time  scholarships 
given  at  Centenary  each  year. 

In  addition  to  the  full-tuition  scholar¬ 
ships.  Centenary  will  award  grants  (this 
year  $  1 350  per  annum  each)  to  full-time 
students  who  are  dependent  either  on 
Methodist  ministers  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  or  on  ministers  of  other  de¬ 
nominations  who  serve  in  Louisiana's 
Fourth  Congressional  District 

The  J.C  Love,  |r.  Fund  will  undergird 
both  of  these  programs  and  ensure  its 
healthy  continuance  Because  of  our 
rich  Methodist  heritage  and  the  fine 
support  we  continue  to  receive  from 
our  Methodist  ministers,  we  are  de¬ 
lighted  to  have  this  opportunity  to  be 
even  more  distinctive  in  our  ministry  to 
the  Church. 

If  you  are  interested  in  applying  for 
one  of  these  scholarships,  please  con¬ 
tact  Karen  Cole,  director  of  financial  aid. 
1318)869-5137, 


The  offices  of  Admissions  and  Church 
Relations  are  sponsoring  a  new  program 
for  Louisiana  Methodist  youth  who  are 
junors  and  seniors  in  high  school  pre¬ 
paring  for  a  college  educatioa 
We  want  to  invite  you  to  come  Discover 
Centenary  with  other  youth  from  your  area 
and  we  will  be  furnishing  your  transpor¬ 
tation  to  and  from  the  College. 

Below  are  dates  when  youth  will  be 
invited  to  join  us  on  our  campus  according 
to  Conference  districts: 

Shreveport.  Ruston.  and  Monroe  - 
November  30th;  Baton  Rouge/Hammond 
and  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  -  December 
7th,  Alexandria  and  Lake  Charles  - 
February  1st.  New  Orleans/Houma  and 


The  Centenary  Church  Council  will 
meet  Thursday.  October  1 8,  at  9  a  m.  in  the 
Meadows  Museum,  the  first  Council  meet¬ 
ing  with  our  new  Bishop.  Walter 
Underwood  of  Houston.  If  you  are  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Council,  please  make  plans  to 
join  us  as  we  welcome  him  along  with  the 


New  Orleans/Slidell  -  February  8th. 

For  those  of  you  traveling  great  dis¬ 
tances,  the  buses  will  leave  on  Thursday 
and  bring  you  back  to  a  central  location  in 
your  area  on  Friday  evening. 

Each  day's  program  will  begin  on  Friday 
morning  with  orientation,  visitation  of 
classes  in  session,  campus  tours,  financial 
aid  sessions,  and  lunch  with  Centenary 
professors.  We  will  conclude  by  early  after¬ 
noon  so  you  may  catch  your  bus  and  be 
home  by  late  Friday  afternoon  or  early 
evening. 

Details  of  these  events  will  be  sent  to 
your  church  pastor.  Please  contact  him  for 
more  information. 


newcomers  and  alternate  delegates  to  the 
1984-85  Church  Council.  We  will  also  take 
some  time  to  recap  last  year  as  wel  I  as  look 
ahead  to  this  year. 

The  Centenary  Board  of  Trustees  will 
join  us  for  lunch  and  begin  its  board 
meeting  at  1  p.m. 


Aviation  Cadet  Pre-Flight  Program,  it  was 
later  used  as  a  satellite  campus,  before 
being  transferred  to  the  First  Baptist 
Church. 

On  the  main  campus,  surplus  buildings 
were  moved  in  to  house  returning  vets  and 
became  fondly  known  as  'Vets  Villa."  And 
Centenary's  most  honored  athlete.  Paul 
Geisler,  who  was  named  to  virtually  every 
All-American  team  in  1933,  died  in  a  plane 
crash  during  the  war 

With  the  post-war  veteran  boom. 
Centenary  was  bursting  at  the  seams.  Dr. 
loe  Mickle  came  to  the  helm,  and  with  his 
wife,  Maida,  and  board  chairman  Brown, 
whose  grandfather  had  supplied  the  bricks 
for  the  original  buildings  in  Jackson,  saw 
more  buildings  erected  and  more  alumni 
graduate  than  any  other  president  It  was 
also  during  his  presidency  that  Cheesy 
Voran  formed  the  Centenary  College  Choi* 
ah  overnight  success  which  played  Radio 
City  Music  Hall  for  six  weeks  and  which  has 
remained  on  top  for  its  entire  40  year  his¬ 
tory  When  President  Mickle  retired,  so  did 
Brown,  turning  his  duties  over  to  George 
H.  Nelson,  who  still  serves  as  board  chair¬ 
man  today. 

The  '60s  and  '70s  left  their  mark  on 
Centenary.  With  declining  enrollments 
and  deficit  spending,  the  College  suffered 
increasingly  each  year 

It  has  been  another  dynamic  Methodist 
minister,  Dr.  Donald  Webb,  33rd  president 
of  Centenary  College,  who  has  given  the 
College  new  vitality.  With  a  $20,000,000 
endowment,  and  eight  endowed  aca¬ 
demic  chairs,  the  institution  has  never 
been  more  financially  stable.  The  College's 
$9  million  budget  and  250-member  staff 
mean  business  for  the  Ark-La-Tex. 

The  College  takes  a  lead  in  the  cultural 
life  of  the  community,  providing  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  enrichment  at  the  Meadows 
Museum.  Hurley  School  of  Music,  and  the 
Marjorie  Lyons  Playhouse.  In  the  past  two 
decades.  Centenary  has  produced  such 
great  athletes  as  Robert  Parish,  Hal 
Sutton.  Kathy  and  Beth  Johnson,  and 
Willie  Jackson.  A  Campus  Improvement 
Committee  plans  to  make  the  now  65-acre 
campus  one  of  the  most  beautiful  spots  in 
the  Ark-La-Tex  for  all  to  see  and  enjoy. 

.  Over  80  percent  of  the  faculty  hold  ter¬ 
minal  degrees  earned  at  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities  all  over  the  world.  The  average 
ACT  score  of  freshmen  climbs  each  year, 
consistently  higher  than  the  national  or 
state  averages  The  student-faculty  ratio  is 
14  to  1  ensuring  small  classes  and  close 
personal  attention. 

Centenary  College,  on  its  1 60th  birth¬ 
day.  the  grande  dame  of  Lou  isiana  col  leges 
-  small  and  strong 


Church  Gifts  Significant 

We  are  so  fortunate  to  have  the  support  of  Methodist  churches  in  Louisiana 
through  our  apportionment  as  well  as  church  and  district  scholarships.  Below  is  a 
list  of  churches  who  supported  Centenary  students  through  our  scholarship  pro¬ 
gram  this  past  year.  If  we  have  overlooked  anyone  by  any  chance,  please  let  us 
know. 

Total  church  scholarships  support  increased  this  past  year  by  $19,391.27.  This 
total  represents  a  28.5  percent  increase  in  church  scholarships.  This  kind  of  support 
is  very  significant  considering  the  fact  that  our  churches  apportionment  to 
Centenary  this  year  was  over  $400,000. 

Thanks  to  all  of  you  Centenary  students  were  blessed  by  your  goodness 
KAY  MADDEN 
Director  of  Church  Relations 


Amite  FUMC  Fund  $  135000 

Asbury/Lafayette  UMC  Scholarship  Fund  3.000.00 

Aurora  UMC  Scholarship  Fund  2,000.00 

Bastrop  FUMC  Scholarship  Fund  $1,300.00 

Baton  Rouge/  Hammond  District  Scholarship  1.350.00 

Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District  Scholarship  2.100.00 

Broadmoor  UM  Men's  Club  (Shreveport) 

(William  G.  Phelps  Memorial  Scholarship  Fund)  400.00 

Caldwell  Men  s  Club  1.620.00 

(Columbia  UMC/Hebert  UMC;  Grayson  UMC/Kelly  UMC) 

Charlie  Rollins/Bentley  Sloane  -  Four  Square  Bible  Class  4.000.00 

(FUMC  Shreveport) 

Howard  L  Daughenbaugh  Scholarship  Fund  (Conf.  Board  of  Laity)  1 .800.00 
Frankiinton/Centenary  UMC  Scholarship  1,200.00 

FUMC  Scholarship  Fund  -  Alexandria  16.250.00 

FUMG'DeRidder  Scholarship  2.000.00 

FUMC  -  Homer  (Ruston  District  Scholarship)  402.50 

FUMC  -  Lake  Charles  Scholarship  I  _  j  59  00 

FUMC  -  Minden  2,45927 

FUMC  -  Lake  Providence  Scholarship  1 ,000.00 

FUMC  -  Shreveport  -  UMW  Scholarship  Fund  1 .545.00 

FUMC  -  Slidell  2.000.00 

FUMC  -  Vivian  (Hart-Lawrence  Endowed  Scholarship  Fund)  5.555.00 

General  Fund  (Zachary)  335.00 

Mansfield/ Grand  Cane  UMC  1,600.00 

Lakeview  UMC  (Reverend  &  Mrs.  James  Beasley  Scholarship)  628.00 

Lisbon  UMC  Scholarship  Fund  1 ,200.00 

Munholland  UMC  Scholarship  Fund  2.700.00 

Noel.  Louis  Leon  Trust  Fund  17.900.00 

Rayne  Memorial  UMC  Loan  and  Scholarship  Fund  1 .375.00 

R.  E  Smith  Discretionary  2,000.00 

Shreveport  District  Board  of  Missions.  UMC.  Sch.  Fund  3,075.00 

St  Mark's  UMW  Scholarship  Fund  (Monroe)  100.00 

St  Paul's  UMC  Scholarship  (Monroe)  3,350.00 

Trinity  UMC  Scholarship  (Ruston)  2.700.00 

University  Men's  Club.  University  UMG/Lake  Charles  723.00 

Wesley  UMC  Scholarship/DeRidder  500.00 

Total  $90,686.77 

The  following  figures  represent  earnings  on  endowed  church  scholarships  for  1 983-S4 
Charlie  Rollins/Bentley  Sloane  -  Four  Square  Bible  Class  Sch. 

(FUMC/Shreveport)  $  274.15 

Rayne  Memorial  UMC  Loan  and  Scholarship  Fund  493.76 

Oak  Grove  UMC  Endowed  Scholarship  Fund  115.99 

Tom  Matheny  Conference  Scholarship  229.87 

Trinity  UMC  Scholarship  (Ruston.  LAJ  3,732.70 

Minden  FUMC  Scholarship  1,944.38 

FUMC/Vivian  -  Hart-Lawrence  Endowed  Scholarship  Fund  729.67 

Dean  R.  E.  Smith  Scholarship  919.47 

Tota|  $8.43999 


Church  Council  to  Meet 
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New  Video  Emphasis  Initiated  By  Conference 


By  ELWOOD  FLEMING 
The  outstanding  facilities  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Shreveport 
(including  the  up-link),  the  53  dishes 
throughout  the  Conference,  and  the 
numerous  VCR’s  (video  cassette 
recorders)  in  local  churches  do  not  a 
communications  program  make! 

With  the  nagging  lack  of  software 
haunting  the  Louisiana  Conference  for 
the  last  several  years.  The  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  has  initiated  an 
effort  to  turn  it  around.  Seven  new  video 
tapes  comprise  “Teaching  in  The  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference.’’  The  video  tapes, 
ranging  from  20  to  29  minutes  each,  are 
on  VHS  1 2"  cassettes. 

The  series  includes:  “Preschool’’  by 
Cathy  Sholar;  “Younger  Elementary’’ 
by  Susan  Bain;  “Older  Elementary’’  by 
Tom  Burton;  “Youth  Ministries’’  by 
Patterson  Culligan;  “Singles’’  by  Carl 
Rhoads;  “Young  Adults”  by  Jerry 
Hilbun;  and  “Teaching  Adults”  by  John 
Braden. 

The  series  had  their  inception  in 
Shreveport  with  a  workshop  for  church 
school  teachers,  the  addition  of  adult 
sessions  and  youth  ministries. 

The  new  plan,  approved  by  the  Council 
on  Ministries,  does  not  have  a  TV 
Priority  fund  any  longer,  but  finds  the 
TV/Video  funding  within  Board  and 
Agency  budgets.  In  addition  to  the  educa¬ 
tional  series,  the  tapes  of  this  year’s 
School  of  Christian  Mission  will  also  soon 
be  available. 

Another  series  now  being  well  used  is 
“The  Other  School  System,”  featuring 
Art  Linkletter  and  Jane  Jaroe.  This  is 
also  a  teacher-training  tool  and  has  been 
placed  in  the  media  center  by  the  Board 
of  Discipleship. 

The  Committee  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Inter-religious  Affairs  has  placed  The 
World  Council  of  Church’s  Vancover 
meeting  tape  in  the  library;  and  The 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  has  placed 
the  tapes  of  Sister  Gay  Redman  and  Dr. 
Phil  Wheaton  on  “Central  America.” 

Dr.  John  Holbert,  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  has  made  two  significant  con¬ 
tributions  to  our  library  this  past  year. 
His  Sunday  School  lessons  in  the  Inter¬ 
national  Lesson  Series,  “Personalities  of 
the  Old  Testament,”  are  not  dated  and 
excellent  for  use  any  time  in  a  church 
school  class  or  group.  The  second  of  Dr. 
Holbert ’s  series  is  “The  Book  of 
Revelation,"  presented  at  Broadmoor 
UM  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  This  is  an 
excellent  interpretation  of  the  last  book 


Four  of  the  instructors  in  the  new  video  series  on  teaching  are  shown  above.  Dr. 
John  Braden,  lop  left,  is  currently  the  pastor  of  Summer  Grove  United  Methodist 
Church  and  instructor  for  "Adult  Learning.”  Cathy  Sholar,  top  right,  is  the  Director 
of  Children’s  Ministries  at  Broadmoor  UM,  Shreveport  and  instructor  for  "The  Adult 
Worker  With  Pre-Schoolers."  Dr.  Carl  Rhoads,  lower  left,  is  the  Minister  of  Education 
on  the  staff  of  First  UM  Church  Shreveport  and  instructor  for  "Ministry  With  Single 
Adults."  Patterson  Culligan,  lower  right,  is  the  Coordinator  of  Youth  Ministries  for 
the  Conference  and  instructor  for  “The  Adult  Worker  With  Youth." 


of  the  Bible  and  is  highly  recommended 
as  a  series  for  church  school  classes  that 
are  looking  for  fresh  material. 

So,  we  are  making  some  headway  in 
video  use  in  the  local  church.  It  is  our 


hope  that  the  Boards  and  Agencies  will 
encourage  local  church  workshops, 
which  will  seek  to  enhance  their 
programs  with  the  use  of  these  video 
resources. 


Bastrop  UM  Men  Organize 

W 
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The  above  picture  shows  the  newly  formed  United  Methodist  Men's  Club  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Bastrop. 

Pictured  left  to  right  are:  Jack  Warren.  Board  chairperson;  Earl  Hussey. 
Homebound  Visitor;  Christy  Roberts.  Homebound  Visitor;  Onar  Perry.  Historical 
Committee  Chairperson;  Raymond  McDuff,  President  United  Methodist  Men; 
William  D.  Peeples,  Pastor;  Paul  McGowen,  Lay  Leader;  Alan  Andrews,  Secretary, 
UMM ;  and  Dr.  Robert  McCue,  Vice  President,  UMM. 

Mr.  Perry  is  holding  the  1947  Charter  of  the  then  Methodist  Men.  Mr.  McDuff  hoM« 
the  new  charter  for  the  re-organized  group. 

General  Agency  Members  Elected  At  SCJ  Conference 


One  of  the  functions  of  the  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference  is  to  elect  members 
from  the  Jurisdiction  to  the  national 
Boards  and  Agencies. 

Louisianians  elected  at  Lubbock  to 
serve  in  the  quadrennium  are: 

General  Council  on  Ministries  — 
Welton  Brumfield,  Jr. 

General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
—  J.  Jay  Caraway 


General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  —  Dr.  Nancy  Carruth. 

General  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  —  Laura  Echols. 

General  Board  of  Publication  —  Alfred 
L.  Norris 

General  Board  of  The  National  Council 
of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA  — 
Dorothy  Mae  Taylor. 


Discipleship  Training  Event  Scheduled  for  August  24-25 


The  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship 
will  sponsor  a  two-day  training  event  for 
board  members  and  persons  in  each  dis¬ 
trict  representing  discipleship  work 
areas  or  coordinator  positions.  The  ses¬ 


sion  will  be  held  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  August  24-25. 
Resource  leaders  are  being  provided  by 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tennessee. 
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Reed,  McClain  Named  To 
Baton  Rouge  Churches 
Blount,  Hall  in  District  Changes 


Dr.  Henry  C.  Blount 


Rev.  Donald  J.  Hall 


Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway,  of  the  Louisiana  Area  has  named  Rev.  Joe  W. 
McClain,  of  the  Munholland  United  Methodist  Church,  Metairie,  as  Senior 
Pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed. 
Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District  Superintendent,  has  been  appointed  Senior’ 
Pastor  for  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church.  Baton  Rouge. 

Dr  Henry  C.  Blount.  Jr.,  Pastor  of  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church,  has 
been  appointed  to  the  Ruston  District,  as  Superintendent,  by  Bishop  Galloway. 
Rev.  Donald  J.  Hall  moves  from  the  Ruston  District  to  replace  Dr.  Reed  on  the 
Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District. 


Ministers’ 

Dependents  Receive 

Centenary 

Scholarships 

Four  dependents  of  United  Methodist 
ministers  have  been  awarded  full  tuition 
scholarships  to  Centenary  College.  The 
scholarships  are  provided  by  the  J.  C. 
Love  Jr.  Fund,  a  memorial  fund 
established  recently  by  his  family. 

The  recipients  are  Michael  Holt  of 
Monroe;  Renee  Bergeron  of  Greenwell 
Springs;  Jennifer  Watson  of  Baton 
Rouge,  and  Hilda  Perrott  of  New 
Orleans. 

In  addition  to  the  full  tuition  scholar¬ 
ships,  Centenary  will  award  grants  to 
full-time  students  who  are  dependent 
either  on  ministers  of  the  Louisisana 
Conference  or  on  ministers  of  other  de¬ 
nominations  who  serve  in  Louisiana’s 
Fourth  Congressional  District.  The  J.  C. 
Love  Jr.  Fund  will  also  undergird  this 
program. 

For  more  information  on  these  or  other 
scholarships,  please  contact  Karen  Cole, 
director  of  financial  aid,  318/869-5137. 

Two  La.  UMs  Take 
Certification  Studies 
At  Scarritt 

NASHVILLE,  Tennessee  —  Two 
Louisiana  United  Methodists  have  been 
at  Scarritt  this  summer  participating  in 
the  course  of  study  leading  to  certi¬ 
fication  in  the  UMC  as  educational 
associates. 

They  are  Mrs.  Laurie  Connell, 
educational  assistant  at  First  UMC,  Lake 
Charles,  La.;  and  Ms.  Lou  Montgomery, 
director  of  education  at  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Scarritt,  a  United  Methodist  insti¬ 
tution,  offers  certification  studies  in 
ministry  careers  each  summer.  The 
Division  of  Diaconal  Ministry  of  the 
UMC’s  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  is  the  body  which  grants 
certification  of  persons  as  educational 
associates. 

The  course  of  study  has  been 
conducted  at  Scarritt  for  the  past  19 
years.  Scarritt  is  a  national  center  for 
Christian  education  and  church  music. 


Istrouma  Hosts  Family  Camp 

Why  are  all  these  people  smiling? 

a.  They  were  on  the  winning  volleyball  team. 

b.  They  were  on  the  winning  scavenger  hunt  team. 

c.  They  caught  the  biggest  fish  in  the  fishing  rodeo. 

d.  They  just  enjoyed  a  delicious  fried  chicken  dinner  prepared  by  the  camp  staff,  or 
the  traditional  Saturday  night  Pot-Luck  Dinner,  or  the  Sunday  night  weiner  roast. 

e.  They're  getting  ready  to  swim  in  the  pool. 

f.  They  survived  a  night  hike  on  the  trails. 

g.  They’ve  enjoyed  a  relaxing  Labor  Day  Weekend  at  Camp  Istrouma. 

h.  All  of  the  above. 

Of  course,  the  answer  is  h.  and  these  are  just  part  of  the  activities  offered  at  Camp 
Istrouma  over  Labor  Day  Weekend.  The  sponsoring  districts  for  the  Family  Camp 
are:  Baton  Rouge-Hammond.  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette.  New  Orleans-Slidell,  New 
Orleans-Houma.  To  most  of  us.  Camp  Istrouma  is  the  place  our  c  hildren  go  for  a  week 
of  fun  in  the  summer;  however.  Camp  Istrouma  is  a  place  for  families  to  go  for  a 
weekend  of  fun  over  the  long  Labor  day  Weekend.  The  dates  of  the  family  camp  this 
year  are  August  31  through  September  3.  You  may  arrive  as  early  as  5  p.m.  on  Frida} 
and  stay  as  late  as  5  p.m.  on  Monday,  but  feel  free  to  come  when  you  can  and  leave 
when  you  must. 

Camp  Istrouma  is  located  15  miles  northeast  of  Baton  Rouge  on  State  Highway  37  at 
Greenwell  Springs,  Louisiana.  Rev.  Monroe  Wilkes  is  the  Director  of  Camp  Istrouma. 
Every  minister  in  the  four  districts  listed  above  has  a  detailed  brochure  about  the 
camp.  If  your  minister  does  not  have  the  brochure,  one  may  be  obtained  by  writing  or 
calling: 

George  Buxton 
1421  Independence  Drive 
Slidell.  Louisiana  70458 
(504)  641-7782 


International  Lesson  Series 


Measured  By  The  Word 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Pastor 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 
2  Kings  22: 10-16,  23:1-3 

Good  King  Hezekiah  died  and  was 
succeeded  by  a  real  reprobate, 
Manasseh.  It’s  hard  to  understand  how- 
such  a  good  father  reared  such  an  evil 
son  but  it  happened.  And,  Manasseh 
ruled  for  fifty-five  years!  He  brought  in 
foreign  worship  practices,  built  altars  to 
foreign  deities.  He  encouraged  the 
worship  of  the  stars,  sun.  and  moon.  He 
approved  of  child  sacrifice  and  female 
culticproslltution.  He  was  just  about  as 
bad  a  person  as  one  could  imagine. 

Manasseh  was  succeeded  by  a  son, 
Amon,  who  ruled  (fortunately)  for  only 
two  years  (642-640  B.C.)  and  who 
continued  the  evil  practices  of  his  father. 
Then,  wonder  of  wonders,  another  son, 
Josiah  came  to  the  throne.  Josiah  was  a 
good  man  and  a  good  king. 

In  our  scripture  for  today,  we  read 
where  a  book  has  been  found  in  the 
Jerusalem  Temple  and  brought  to 
Josiah.  We  believe  that  it  contained 
Deuteronomic  laws  and  instructions  for, 
when  the  scribe  Shaphan  read  the  book  to 
Josiah,  Josiah  was  overcome  with 
remorse  for  his  sins.  He  tore  his  clothes 
(as  was  the  practice  of  the  day  when  a 
person  wanted  to  show  repentance)  and 
called  for  an  official  interpretation  of 
what  he  had  heard. 

The  book  was  taken  to  Huldah,  the 
prophetess,  who  pronounced  it  a  reliable 
writing,  i.e.,  authentic.  And,  according  to 
her  interpretation,  Judah  was  going  to 
suffer  for  her  sins.  God  had  made  His 
decision.  Judah  would  be  punished  — 
disaster  would  come  to  her.  But,  because 
Josiah  was  such  a  good  man  and  was  so 
repentant,  this  disaster  would  be  post¬ 
poned  until  after  Josiah’s  death. 

No  one  knows  exactly  when  the  book 
was  hidden  in  the  Temple.  Some  say 
during  the  reign  of  Manasseh,  because 
obviously  it  was  not  time  for  reform, 
when  it  was  put  away  for  safekeeping. 
Others  say  even  earlier.  But,  whatever 
the  time  and  source,  Huldah  convinced 
Josiah  of  its  authenticity  and  Josiah 
acted  accordingly. 


Josiah  called  for  a  huge  assembly  of 
the  elders  and  priests  of  Judah, 
especially  Jerusalem.  He  “stood  by  the 
pillar"  (his  usual  place  of  worship)  and 
"made  a  covenant  before  the  Lord,  to 
walk  after  the  Lord  and  to  keep  his  com¬ 
mandments  and  his  testimonies  and  his 
statutes  .  .  .”  Acting  as  he  did,  Josiah 
brought  the  people  into  the  covenant 
relationship  and  began  his  reform. 

He  cleansed  the  Temple,  tore  down  the 
hill  shrines,  reformed  the  priesthood, 
destroyed  the  infamous  shrine  at  Bethel 
and  reconstructured  the  Passover  to 
return  it  to  its  former  state.  This  young 
king  began  his  reform  at  the  age  of  26  <  he 
became  king  at  the  age  of  8  and  found  the 
scrolls  when  repairing  the  Temple  in  the 
year  614  B.C.)  and  was  progressing 
when  he  was  killed  trying  to  keep  the 
Egyptian  Army  from  joining  forces  with 
Assyria  against  Babylonia.  He  died  in  609 
B.C.  at  the  Battle  of  Megiddo. 

Josiah’s  reform  took  the  shape  of  a 
tighter  control.  By  destroying  the 
outlying  shrines,  he  was  able  to 
centralize  worship  at  the  Jerusalem 
Temple  and  to  better  control  the  worship 
practices  used  there.  But  his  reform  was 
all  too  brief  for  at  his  death.  Judah 
returned  to  their  former  evil  way  of  life. 

All  reforms  in  religion  have  arisen 
from  a  desire  for  a  deeper  and  more 
significant  religious  experience.  Josiah 
knew  that  there  must  be  more  to  religion 
than  his  father  experienced.  Luther  saw 
perversions  within  the  establishment  and 
looked  for  a  deeper  personal  spiritual 
life.  Wesley  felt  that  surely  there  must  be 
more  than  form  and  ritual  in  worship.  He 
was  converted  by  the  Word  as  read  to 
him  at  the  famous  Aldersgate  meeting 
and  found  himself  reforming  others. 

The  Lord  works  in  many  ways.  One 
way  is  through  the  printed  word.  For 
instance,  we  can  read  and  re-read  the 
same  passage  of  scripture  time  and  time 
again  and  still  receive  new  insight  with 
each  reading.  With  new  insight, 
hopefully,  a  desire  for  a  deeper,  richer, 
fuller  life  with  Christ.  May  our  minds  and 
hearts  be  open  to  God’s  revelation  as  we 
read  and  ponder  the  Good  News  of  Christ 
Jesus. 


x 

Louisiana  UM  Magazine  To  Be  on 
Satellite  Tuesday  August  28 

The  August  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Magazine  TV  program  will  be  shown  | 
on  Tuesday,  August  28,  at  1  p.m.  on  Telstar  301,  Channel  9V.  S 

The  August  program  will  feature  the  Consecration  of  Bishop  Walter  £ 
Underwood,  Louisiana's  new  bishop,  and  Bishop  J  Woodrow  Hearn,  which  took 
place  at  the  SCJ  Jurisdictional  Conference  at  Lubbock,  Texas.  Coming  in  future  >: 
programs  will  be  Dr.  Tom  Matheny  of  Hammond,  President  of  the  Judicial  •: 
Council  of  the  United  Methodist  Church;  some  bi-centennial  celebrations;  and 
;  special  choirs  and  musical  groups.  $ 

v-v. v-‘ 


-Reception  For  Hearns- 


First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Baton  Rouge  cordially  invites  you  to  a 
reception  in  honor  of  Bishop  and  Mrs.  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn.  The  reception  will  be 
held  on  Sunday  afternoon.  August  26. 


1984,  from  3:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  in  the 
church  Parlor. 

All  members  and  friends  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  are  invited  to  attend. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 


Paul  V.  Galloway.  Bishop 
Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
Council  Director 


Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 
Linda  Crum, 
Editorial  Assistant 


P.O.  Drawer  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  La  70821 


*•*"*"' Editorials ■"■■■ 

Episcopal  elections  and  God’s  will 


The  election  of  19  new  United  Method 
ist  bishops  last  month  is  generating  reac¬ 
tions  characteristic  of  any  post-election 
period  (see  UMR,  July  27.  Aug.  3.  Aug. 
10,  and  letters  elsewhere  on  this  page  >. 

The  number  of  ethnic  minority  persons 
and  women  elected  —  eight  —  evoked  the 
most  initial  comments,  mainly  positive, 
regarding  the  denomination’s  commit¬ 
ment  to  inclusive  leadership. 

Questions  currently  are  being  asked 
regarding  the  priorities  and  leadership 
style  each  individual  bishop  will  bring  to 
the  task  at  hand.  And  now-predictable 
complaints  are  being  registered  about 
our  election  process. 

It  should  be  apparent  to  anyone  who 
has  followed  the  Reporter's  coverage 
that  United  Methodism  actually  does  not 
have  one  process  for  electing  bishops  but 
five.  Although  the  five  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ferences  meet  simultaneously  and  follow 
similar  election  rules,  each  jurisdiction 
has  its  own  traditions  and  “flavor.” 

In  some  jurisdictions  the  "inclusive¬ 
ness”  issue  appears  to  take  precedence 
over  all  others ;  in  others  the  watchword 
is  “evangelism.”  Some  jurisdictions  tend 
to  elect  persons  occupying  administra¬ 
tive  positions,  others  tend  to  gravitate 
toward  pastors  of  large  local  churches. 

One  phenomenon  the  five  jurisdictions 
hold  in  common  is  a  relatively  new  pro¬ 
cess  that  permits  nominations,  open 
campaigning,  bloc  voting,  caucusing, 
and  broad  participation  by  all  delegates. 
At  the  same  time,  a  fair  number  of 
people  in  each  jurisdiction  are  inclined  to 
recall  nostalgically  earlier  times  when 
the  election  of  our  general  superinten¬ 
dents  appeared,  at  least  on  the  surface, 
to  be  a  more  reverent,  less  political 
undertaking. 

After  closely  observing  the  evolution  of 
United  Methodist  episcopal  elections 


from  a  relatively  "closed”  process  in 
1968  to  today’s  relatively  “open" 
process,  we  have  reached  two  primary 
conclusions: 

•  No  human  process  is  too  good  to  be 
improved  upon: 

♦  No  human  process  is  too  corrupt  for 
God  to  redeem  and  hallow  its  results. 

These  conclusions  lead  to  a  perspective 
in  many  ways  akin  to  our  belief  that  God 
is  mysteriously  present  in  the  elements 
of  Holy  Communion.  What  we  bring  to 
the  altar  is  important,  but  less  so  than 
what  God  gives  to  us  through  the  sacra¬ 
ment.  What  delegates  to  our  church’s 
jurisdictional  conferences  contribute  to 
the  election  of  bishops  likewise  is  impor¬ 
tant,  but  what  God  is  able  to  do  through 
—  and  at  times  in  spite  of  —  human 
efforts  is  more  important. 

This  perspective  is  not  without 
dangers,  chief  of  which  is  a  tendency  to 
assume  that  “whatever  happens  is  God’s 
will.”  We  are  quite  confident  that  some 
episcopal  elections  —  in  years  past  and  in 
1984  —  would  have  had  different  out¬ 
comes  if  God  had  determined  them 
without  human  help.  It  is  something  else 
to  recognize  that  God  can  take  the  very 
best  of  human  efforts  and  improve  upon 
them  and  that  He  still  can  hallow  the  re¬ 
sults  of  even  the  worst  human  endeavor. 

Despite  numerous  reservations  we 
have  about  our  church’s  current  process 
of  electing  bishops,  we  are  positively  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  diverse  gifts  and  graces  of 
the  19  new  bishops  it  produced  last 
month.  Our  prayer  is  that  these  new 
bishops. will  put  behind  them  thoughts 
about  the  process  by  which  they  were 
elected  and  commit  themselves  totally  to 
the  work  of  God  that  lies  before  them.  It 
is  equally  our  prayer  that  God  will  use 
their  diverse  gifts  and  graces  to  build  up 
the  church  and  the  Kingdom. 
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Sunday  School 

A  good  idea  that’s  worth  saving 


By  GUS  BROWNING 

Imagine  that  it  is  the  year  2084  and 
for  over  100  years  there  has  been  no 
organization  called  “Sunday  School.” 

Two  families  stand  outside  a  church 
talking.  The  mother  of  one  of  them 
says.  "Hey,  I’ve  got  a  good  idea!  As 
long  as  we’re  coming  to  church  each 
Sunday  anyway,  why  don’t  we  come 
an  hour  earlier  and  get  all  our  kids 
together  and  try  to  help  them  learn  a 
little  more  about  Christianity?” 

“Sounds  great!”  the  father  of  the 
second  family  replies.  “I’ll  bet  that 
enough  parents  would  volunteer  to 
help  teach  them,  and  maybe  even 
some  with  no  kids  of  their  own  or 
whose  kids  are  grown.” 

“Yeah,”  says  the  second  father, 
"and  while  the  kids  are  in  their  classes, 
those  of  us  who  aren’t  teaching  could 
meet  together  and  study  the  Bible  a 
little  more  ourselves.” 

“This  is  such  a  fantastic  idea,”  says 
the  second  mother.  “Why  didn’t  some¬ 
body  think  of  it  before  now?” 

“Oh,  they  did,”  said  the  first 
mother.  “Churches  used  to  do  it  all 
the  time.” 

“You’re  kidding,”  one  of  the  fathers 
said. 

“No,  really!  I  remember  my 
Grandmother  talking  about  it.  She 
said  that  when  she  was  a  little  girl. 


back  in  the  1980s,  she  went  to  Sunday 
School  every  Sunday.  But  then  it  sort 
of  died  out.  Got  to  where  nobody 
would  volunteer  to  help.  Too  many  of 
the  adults  wanted  to  stay  in  their  own 
classes.  Others  said  they  had  served 
their  turn,  let  somebody  else  do  it 
awhile.  Still  others  said  they  just 
didn’t  feel  qualified.  First  thing  you 
know,  there  was  nobody  to  teach  so 
they  just  quit  having  it." 

“What  a  shame,”  somebody  said. 
“It  seems  like  such  a  good  way  to  add 
to  what  we  try  to  do  at  home.” 

“I  still  think  it  might  work,”  said 
the  mother  who  first  suggested  it. 
“Let’s  give  it  a  try!” 

“Ok,”  said  one  of  the  fathers,  “I’ll 
help.  After  all,  kids  have  fathers  and 
mothers  at  home,  so  why  not  men  in 
their  Sunday  School  classes?  ” 

“Great!”  said  the  second  father, 
“Count  me  in,  too!  Come  on,  let’s  go 
see  if  we  can  get  enough  others  to 
help.” 

And  that’s  what  many  churches  are 
doing  right  now  as  fall  approaches. 

Will  YOU  help? 

It  really  would  be  a  shame  to  let 
such  a  good  idea  die,  wouldn’t  it? 

The  Rev.  Gus  Browning  is  pastor  of 
the  St.  Luke's  UMC  in  Kilgore.  Texas 
(Texas  Conference). 


Here  I  Stand 

Drunken  driving  demands 
response  from  Christians 


By  HOWARD  S.  DAVIS 

The  following  news  item  came  from  a 
small  western  Illinois  city  last  August. 

A  17-year-old  boy  was  struck  and  killed 
by  an  automobile,  while  walking  home 
from  work,  just  after  midnight.  The 
driver  of  the  auto  was  cited  for  drunken 
driving.  He  was  not  a  drunkard  at  all,  but 
a  respected  citizen  of  his  community  and 
a  churchman.  He  was  returning  from  a 
party  where  he  had  a  little  too  much  to 
drink  and  he  did  not  realize  that  he  was 
not  a  safe  driver. 

He  was  so  sorry  and  worried  more 
about  having  killed  fine  young  man  than 
about  the  possible  penalty  for  his  crime. 
He  visited  the  parents  of  the  youth  and 
assured  them  that  he  would  do  anything 
he  could  to  compensate.  The  grief- 
stricken  parents  told  him  that  nothing 
could  bring  back  the  life  of  their  son.  He 
said  to  them,  “I  just  wish  I  were  a 
drunkard  in  the  gutter,  I  would  not  then 
have  been  driving  a  car  and  your  son 
would  still  be  alive.” 

The  newsman  made  the  observation 
that  social  drinkers  are  responsible  for 
one-half  the  fatal  accidents  on  our 
highways. 

A  year  ago,  a  drunken  driver  in  the 
Metro-Denver  area  killed  three  people. 
Recently,  he  was  sentenced  to  16  years  in 


prison  —  the  stiffest  sentence  on  record 
for  that  crime.  He  felt  the  sentence  was 
justified  and  will  not  appeal.  He  said  the 
greater  penalty  will  be  that  he  will  be 
haunted  by  the  thought  of  that  incident 
for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

The  social  implications  of  the  gospel  in 
this  area  did  not  find  its  way  into  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  many  Christian 
people  until  the  last  two  years,  and  there 
has  been  too  little  done  too  late.  It  is  time 
that  Christian  people  really  became 
indignant. 

We  rave  about  the  killings  in  war  and  it 
is  right  that  we  should.  But  in  war,  the 
killers  can  always  give  a  reason  for  their 
acts.  They  claim  to  be  making  the  world 
safe  for  democracy,  to  be  freeing  some 
people  or  promoting  justice.  But  the 
killers  on  our  highways  can  give  no 
reason  for  killing.  They  don’t  even  hate 
the  people  they  kill. 

When  we  Christians  become  awakened 
to  our  responsibility  in  this  area,  more 
can  and  will  be  done. 

"Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  the  Rev.  Howard  S.  Davis,  is 
a  retired  member  of  the  Yellowstone 
Conference. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Knowledge  needed  of  new  bishops’  ‘depths’ 


Smoothing  the  rough  edges 


Although  it  still  has  numerous  rough 
edges,  we  continue  to  believe  that  United 
Methodism’s  current  “open”  process  of 
electing  bishops  is  preferable  in  more 
ways  than  not  to  the  relatively  “closed” 
process  it  replaced  (see  preceding  edi¬ 
torial  ) . 

Its  chief  virtue  is  the  greatly  expanded 
number  of  persons  —  particularly  lay¬ 
persons  —  who  can  actively  and  know¬ 
ledgeably  participate  in  the  election 
process. 

One  rough  edge,  in  our  judgment,  is  the 
"nominating”  of  episcopal  candidates. 

In  theory,  this  procedure  should  in¬ 
crease  the  number  of  qualified  persons 
whose  names  are  lifted  up  for  consider¬ 
ation. 

In  practice,  the  nominating  process 
has  tended  to  promote  an  attitude  of 
“Who  among  us  should  be  our  con¬ 
ference’s  candidate?”  rather  than  “Who' 
across  our  jurisdiction  is  best  qualified  to 
meet  the  church’s  leadership  needs?  ” 

The  result  is  many  “favorite  sons”  and 
"favorite  daughters”  sponsored  by 
annual  conferences  and  few  endorse¬ 
ments  by  one  conference  of  qualified  can¬ 
didates  from  other  conferences.  Thus,  a 
procedure  intended  to  promote 
“openness”  had  tended  so  far  to  promote 
parochialism. 

An  even  more  questionable  extension 
of  the  same  procedure  is  the  decision  by 
members  of  many  delegations  to  engage 
in  bloc  voting,  and  to  exchange  bloc 
support  for  one  another’s  candidates. 
When  this  procedure  is  fully  imple¬ 
mented,  all  of  a  given  delegate’s  votes 
are,  in  effect,  used  to  support  a  single 
episcopal  candidate. 

It  seems  rather  hollow  and  hypocriti¬ 
cal  to  pray  for  God’s  guidance  on  the 
choices  about  to  be  made  when  one  has 
previously  pledged  all  one's  votes  to  the 
satisfaction  of  a  trade  between  one  bloc 
and  another.  We  find  it  difficult  to  square 


this  procedure  with  the  task  entrusted  to 
delegates  to  vote  for  those  persons 
deemed  most  capable  of  serving  the 
church's  leadership  needs. 

As  questionable  as  such  procedures 
may  seem,  however,  they  do  not  appear 
any  more  questionable  than  the  “good 
old  days”  procedure  of  many  delegates 
“voting  blind”  for  candidates  recom¬ 
mended  by  a  few  knowledgeable  experts 
—  usually  clergy  —  in  their  delegation. 

We  see  little  likelihood  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism  returning  to  yesteryear’s  “closed” 
process  of  electing  bishops,  though  some 
desirable  elements  of  that  process  could 
be  reclaimed.  A  more  fruitful  pursuit  for 
those  distressed  by  the  current  process  is 
the  conception  and  advocacy  of  ways  to 
smooth  the  rough  edges  and  increase  the 
integrity  of  the  “open”  process  by  which 
we  single  out  persons  to  provide  “spir¬ 
itual  and  temporal  oversight”  for  our 
church. 


To  the  Editor: 

Your  writers  captured  well  the  color, 
drama  and  excitement  of  jurisdictional 
conferences  and  the  tiring  balloting  pro¬ 
cess  that  ultimately  decides  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  church. 

I  am  impressed  to  know  that  three  new 
bishops  have  been  divorced,  that  we  now 
have  Hispanic,  Asian  (the  second), 
black,  female,  and  that  double  threat:  a 
black  female.  Finally,  I  am  overjoyed 
that  we  have  an  active  bishop  with  a 
beard:  my  own  face  foliage  may  not 
cause  so  many  comments. 

I  now  know  a  great  deal  about  the  new 
bishops  including  Roy  Sano’s  wife’s 
name.  What  I  don’t  know  about  them  is 
what  they  intend  to  do  in  their  own  areas 
as  individuals  and  collectively  in  the 
Council  of  Bishops  to  unify  our  fractured 
denomination! 

All  of  the  new  bishops  did  not  come 
magically  to  that  moment  of  truth  in  the 
balloting  process,  but  have  been  actively 
seeking  or  have  been  actively  sought  as 
potential  bishops.  They  certainly  have 
had  the  time,  and  hopefully  the  intent  to 
reflect  on  their  hopes  and  dreams  for  the 
church. 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Is  media  influence  research 
‘discouraging’  or 
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gifts 


The  headline  on  the  | 
last  item  in  a  stack 
of  news  releases  cap¬ 
tured  my  attention: 

“Christian  survey^ 
finds  influence  of 
mass  media  disap¬ 
pointing.” 

For  me,  at  least, 
the  headline  proved  to  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
be  misleading  as  I  read  the  article.  It 
described  a  research  project  conducted 
in  India  by  the  World  Association  of 
Christian  Communication.  Among  the 
findings: 

Mr  Wit  ness 

Grandparents’ 
a  reminder 
of  God’s  love 

By  MARGARET  GUNN 

A  woman  comes  quite  regularly  into 
the  bank  where  I  work.  We  have  smiled 
at  each  other,  but  her  transactions  have 
been  brief,  and  we  have  never  gotten  in¬ 
volved  in  a  lengthy  conversation.  How¬ 
ever  last  week  this  lady  came  in  and 
seemed  to  want  to  talk.  She  bought  a 
money  order,  and  as  I  handed  it  to  her,  she 
remarked,  "This  is  going  to  England.” 

A  statement  like  that  invited  questions, 
so  I  asked  the  “why”  and  the  "who.”  The 
lady  answered  my  queries,  and  her  story 
was  sad  and  beautiful.  She  said  that  for 
the  past  12  years  she  had  been  buying 
these  money  orders,  twice  each  year,  at 
a  birth  date  and  at  Christmas.  They  were 
for  her  granddaughter,  who  has  lived  in 
England  all  her  life. 

She  said  she  had  never  seen  the  little 
girl  and  probably  never  would.  Because 
of  the  divorce  of  the  child's  parents,  the 
family  was  divided.  The  child’s  father, 
this  woman’s  son,  had  returned  to  the 
United  States.  His  former  wife  and  the 
daughter  had  remained  in  England. 

Combined  with  my  sadness  for  her  and 
her  husband  was  a  great  respect  for 
them  also.  They  were  fulfilling  an  act  of 
love  for  their  grandchild,  preserving  a 
feeling  of  family  despite  the  many  things 
against  it. 

Their  remembrance  given  so  faithfully 
seems  much  like  God's  love  for  us.  He  is 
steadfast  and  caring,  whether  or  not  we 
acknowledge  and  appreciate  His  gifts. 
On  some  future  date,  this  little  girl  in 
England  perhaps  will  respond  to  the  love 
that  her  grandparents  have  shown 
throughout  the  years. 

And  isn’t  that  what  God  wants  from 
us? 

This  week's  contributor,  Margaret 
Gunn,  lives  in  Mason.  Michigan. 


‘ encouraging ’? 

•  Mass  media  (radio,  books  and  news¬ 
papers)  are  not  the  major  determinants 
of  social  change  they  often  are  presumed 
to  be. 

•  Instead,  the  major  determinants  of 
social  change  are  “interpersonal  com¬ 
munication,  community  activism,  and 
political  agitation”  —  in  that  order. 

•  Those  who  benefit  most  from  mass 
media  are  those  who  already  enjoy 
literacy,  education,  housing  and  employ¬ 
ment;  the  capacity  for  mass  media  to 
induce  social  change  "is  limited  by  the 
inability  of  the  vast  mass  of  the  people  to 
benefit  from  it.” 

•  “Religion  is  hardly  a  noticeable 
factor  in  mass  media,”  and  “In  Christian 
evangelism,  mass  media  do  not  supplant 
and  cannot  exceed  pastoral  work  at  vil¬ 
lage  level.” 

•  While  the  research  in  question  may 
not  be  used  to  generalize  about  media 
influence  in  other  societies,  when 
combined  with  other  evidence  it  points  to 
the  “limited  usefulness  of  mass  media  as 
vehicles  of  change.” 

While  it  is  important  not  to  make  too 
much  of  a  single  study  in  far-off  India.  I 
find  these  results  more  "encouraging” 
than  "discouraging.”  And  I  wonder  if  the 
headline  writer  who  chose  the  latter 
characterization  wasn’t  revealing  an 
unconscious  bias  regarding  the  purpose 
of  mass  media. 

As  one  whose  life  and  ministry  have 
been  largely  spent  in  relation  to  one  part 
of  the  mass  media,  I  am  keenly  aware  of 
both  the  power  and  the  limitations  of 
media  influence  on  the  public.  I  am  also 
aware  of  the  temptation  persons  involved 
with  media  face  to  become  arrogant  and 
manipulative  in  an  effort  to  produce 
results  deemed  beneficial.  I  fear  persons 
who  succumb  to  those  temptations. 

So  I  am  encouraged  by  the  thought  that 
despite  all  our  sophisticated  technology, 
"interpersonal  communication"  and 
“community  activism”  remain  more 
influential  producers  of  change  than  the 
mass  media.  And  I  wonder  what  is 
"discouraging”  about  a  finding  that 
"mass  media  do  not  supplant  and  cannot 
exceed  pastoral  work”  at  the  local  level? 

As  one  who  believes  that  people 
gathered  in  local  churches  are  the  heart 
and  soul  of  the  Body  of  Christ,  I  find  my 
confidence  in  the  church  as  an  essential 
part  of  our  media  age  reinforced  by  this 
information.  And  as  one  who  believes 
that  the  mass  media  should  serve  as  tools 
and  servants  rather  than  as  masters  of 
society,  I  am  reassured.  But  as  one  long 
concerned  about  media  manipulation  of 
public  values  and  behavior,  I  can’t  help 
wondering  why  businesses  spend  billions 
of  dollars  advertising  their  products 
unless  their  ads  alter  the  purchasing 
habits  of  the  public. 

-  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


What  about  their  theologies  of  adminis¬ 
tration  and  power?  Where  do  they  stand 
on  some  of  the  vital  social  and  moral 
issues  of  today:  pornography,  abortion, 
nuclear  proliferation?  How  are  they 
going  to  help  the  church  define  and  carry 
out  its  mission  to  evangelize  the  world? 

Roy  Beck’s  “firsts”  piece  will  provide 
grist  for  the  church  trivia  buffs  for  years, 
but  somehow  I  wanted  to  know  more 
about  the  depths  of  the  new  bishops.  As  a 
reporter  for  more  than  20  years,  I  was 
taught  to  get  the  "hard  news”  first  and 
leave  the  sidebar  until  later. 

Richard  R.  Lippincott 
Craig,  Colorado 

What  an  exciting  week! 

To  the  Editor: 

When  I  read  the  July  27  issue  of  the 
Reporter,  I  practically  burst  into  a  shout 
of  joy.  What  an  exciting  week  for  the  Ju¬ 
risdictional  Conferences  as  19  bishops 
were  elected,  and  what  a  class  of  bish¬ 
ops! 

I  find  it  profoundly  moving,  hearten¬ 
ing,  and  inspiring  to  see  the  process  of 
more  open  discussion  about  episcopal 
leadership  resulting  in  such  significant 
elections.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  in  the  midst  of 
that  process!  While  we  celebrated  the  di¬ 
versity  and  unity  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  at  General  Conference,  we  really 
incarnated  diversity  and  unity  in  the 
elections  of  our  new  bishops. 

In  my  view,  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  in  its  episcopal  leadership,  is 
poised  for  significant  new  directions.  We 
all  should  celebrate,  rejoice,  give  thanks, 
and  pray  for  these  women  and  men  as 
they  "facilitate  the  initiation  of  struc¬ 
tures  and  strategies  for  the  equipping  of 
Christian  people  for  service  in  the  church 
and  in  the  world  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  to  help  extend  the  service  in 
mission.” 

With  such  leadership,  let  us  move  for¬ 
ward  boldly  and  faithfully. 

Ridgway  F.  Shinn,  Jr. 

Johnston,  Rhode  Island 

Symbols  of  inclusiveness 

may  sacrifice  effectiveness 

To  the  Editor  : 

In  United  Methodism’s  Western  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference  to  be  white,  male 
and  experienced  was  to  be  rendered 
unelectable,  and  as  any  “politician” 
knows  the  primary  qualification  for  any 
office  (be  it  presidential  or  episcopal)  is 
to  be  electable. 

The  historic  election  of  three  electable 
minority  candidates  (whose  time  had 
come)  —  one  Japanese,  one  Hispanic  and 
one  woman  who  happens  to  be  black  — 
was  not  without  great  cost  to  the  church 
at  large,  to  say  nothing  of  the  pain  to 
candidates  who  by  almost  every  consider¬ 
ation,  other  than  race  and  gender,  were 
far  more  qualified.  While  the  church  and 
the  Council  of  Bishops  have  gained  some 
needed  symbols  of  inclusiveness,  it  may 
have  been  at  the  cost  of  effectiveness. 

It  is  possible  that  at  this  time  the  so 
called  “rainbow  coalition”  is  more  im¬ 
portant  to  the  mission  of  the  church  than 
experienced  capable  leadership  that 
happens  to  be  white  and  male.  By  the 
time  we  find  out,  however,  we  will  have 
forever  lost  some  leadership  that  might 
prove  to  be  a  higher  priority  for  the 
mission  of  the  church.  Plurality  makes  a 
rainbow,  but  a  rainbow  is  only  a  promise. 
The  church  can  and  should  be  a  rainbow, 
but  a  rainbow  does  not  a  church  make. 

Moreover,  the  promise  of  the  rainbow 
was  quickly  dimmed  when  it  became 
almost  immediately  obvious  that  the  his¬ 
toric  candidates  who  proved  to  be  “elect- 
able”  were  nowhere  near  as  "appoint- 
able.”  There  was  every  appearance  that 
some  delegations  that  were  so  instru¬ 
mental  in  orchestrating  the  election  of 
the  three  historic  candidates  were  reluc¬ 
tant,  if  not  unwilling,  to  accept  these  par¬ 
ticular  individuals  as  their  episcopal 
leaders. 

All  of  which  is  to  say  that  the  basis  on 
which  episcopal  candidates  are  elected  is 
not  the  basis  upon  which  they  have  to 
serve.  You  can  elect  bishops  on  any  basis 
you  may  choose,  but  in  the  last  analysis 
they  will  serve  on  the  basis  of  their  expe¬ 
rience  and  ability.  That  realization 
seemed  to  come  rather  late,  and  the 
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embarrassment  obviously  tarnished  the 
rainbow.  Harold  E.  Johnson 

Fullerton,  California 

Black  local  churches  need 

more  than  inclusiveness 

To  the  Editor: 

We  United  Methodists  have  reason  to 
rejoice  over  the  recent  election  of 
bishops.  Through  the  ethnic  and  female 
gains,  we  are  moving  toward, inclusive¬ 
ness  at  the  highest  levels  of  leadership. 

Woodie  White  is  reputed  to  have  said 
that  our  denomination  has  more  blacks 
in  top  leadership  positions  than  it  would 
have  had  in  the  formerly  segregated  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction,  were  it  still  electing.  In 
addition,  the  accelerating  movement  of 
black  United  Methodist  ministers  into 
offices,  specialized  ministries,  etc. 
within  United  Methodist  and  ecumenical 
agencies  and  institutions  is  laudable. 

On  the  other  hand,  is  there  a  crisis  of 
leadership  in  black  local  churches,  par¬ 
ticularly  those  which  are  small  and  used 
for  professional  advancement?  Predomi¬ 
nantly  black  congregations  need  pastoral 
commitment.  There  is  some  languishing 
among  laity  who  feel  their  churches  are 
neglected.  There  is  some  lament  and 
envy  of  the  A.M.E.  and  other  black 
denominations  who  seem  to  retain  highly 
qualified  leadership  for  longer  periods  of 
time  in  local  churches. 

Do  black  churches  want  inclusiveness 
enough  to  desire  a  Caucasion  pastor  com¬ 
mitted  to  their  church  rather  than  a 
pastor  who  is  there  simply  because  he  or 
she  is  black,  or  who  is  personally  seeking 
only  professional  advancement?  Yet, 
that  is  not  a  satisfactory  answer. 

The  Black  Staff  Forum  group  and 
other  United  Methodist  strategies  need 
wider  support  and  discussion  to  strength¬ 
en  black  local  churches  with  leadership. 
It  requires  something  in  addition  to  inclu¬ 
siveness  at  the  higher  echelon  of  church 
leadership.  Fred  Craig 

Topeka,  Kansas 

Thanks  for  coverage 

To  the  Editor: 

My  thanks  for  the  excellent  coverage 
of  the  jurisdictional  conferences.  It  was 
fascinating  to  read  the  accounts  of  the 
episcopal  elections.  I  especially  appreci¬ 
ated  your  reporting  of  the  “hows”  as  well 
asthe“whos.”  Lynne  Locke 

Descanso.  California 

Chance  missed  to  note 
different  type  of  family 

To  the  Editor: 

Having  been  present  at  the  North 
Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  when 
Judith  Craig  was  elected  as  a  bishop,  I 
found  it  peculiar  that  your  reporter 
would  write,  “Bishop  Craig,  after  her 
election,  stood  alone  when  she  addressed 
the  delegates." 

Technicallv.  he  is  correct  —  if  he 
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meant  when  she  first  went  to  the  micro¬ 
phone  after  being  led  by  two  bishops  to 
the  stage.  But  in  connection  with  her 
remarks  she  introduced  a  representative 
of  her  family,  a  sister,  who  had  come 
from  Missouri  to  be  with  her  through  the 
week,  and  who  was  already  on  stage. 

When  an  opportunity  was  present  for 
your  reporter  to  accent  a  larger  meaning 
of  the  family  and  Bishop  Craig's  personal 
support  in  past  and  future,  I  regret  that 
he  did  not  accent  the  unique  image  which 
was  present  for  the  delegates.  Being  a 
bishop,  married  or  single,  is  lonely 
enough  without  the  idea  being  conveyed 
that  anyone  without  a  spouse  “stands 
alone.”  All  of  us  have  families,  of  one 
kind  or  another,  and  the  church  needs  to 
commend  their  variety. 

Jeanne  Audrey  Powers 
New  York,  New  York 

Some  bishops  4too  old’? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  shocked  and  dismayed  to  read  in 
the  Reporter’s  July  13  issue  that  one  of 
our  bishops  was  “too  old  to  serve  more 
than  one  four-year  term.” 

A  person  might  be  too  sick,  too  incom¬ 
petent  or  even  too  young  to  serve,  but 
how  can  a  person  be  too  old  to  serve? 
How  can  there  possibly  be  any  credibility 
in  our  efforts  to  tell  people  —  both  old  and 
young  —  that  the  old  have  valuable 
talents,  experience  and  wisdom  to  share 
while  we  are  at  the  same  time  forcing  the 
retirement  of  our  bishops? 

The  church  should  be  the  first  place, 
not  the  last,  to  recognize  how  valuable 
older  people  are.  How  can  one  be  too  old 
to  be  a  bishop,  but  not  too  old  to  be 
president  of  the  United  States? 

It  is  our  great  loss  that  we  have  such  a 

Janie  Brantley 
Austin,  Texas 

Reporter  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

What  a  treat  to  receive  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter!  Serving  overseas, 
one  experienced  such  a  time  lag  in 
church  news  until  you  began  the  special 
Air  Mail  subscription  service. 

Let  me  congratulate  you  for  encour¬ 
aging  face  to  face  dialogue  about  our 
church’s  missionary  enterprise  and  for 
reporting  General  Conference  and  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conferences  in  such  a  clear 
way. 

Your  ministry  in  communications  is 
greatly  appreciated. 

Robert  A.  Mulligan 
Bogota,  Colombia 
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Implanted  in  tobacco  culture,  church  considers  ethics 

rr»i _  pKaiiIH  ha  hoi r\i  nn  nrAmAf 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NORTH  CAROLINA  -  Tobacco  is  not 
the  church’s  only  foundation  here.  But 
most  church  leaders  and  members  seem 
to  believe  the  profit-producing  stalks  are 
indispensable  pillars. 

Pull  down  those  “tobacco  pillars"  and 
the  churches  might  collapse  along  with 
the  economy,  many  Christians  told  the 
Reporter  during  a  week  of  interviews  in 
the  state. 

Even  to  talk  openly  about  problems 
with  tobacco  may  threaten  church  insti¬ 
tutions,  several  said. 

“Some  of  our  leaders  had  better  be 
careful  on  this  or  they’ll  find  that  some  of 
our  laymen  don’t  have  enough  commit¬ 
ment  to  keep  paying  the  bills,”  one  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  minister  said. 

Little  inclination  to  discuss 

The  North  Carolina  Council  of  Church¬ 
es  is  trying  to  help  church  members 
begin  discussing  tobacco  issues  without 
.  feeling  so  threatened  (see  Editor’s  Note). 

One  conclusion  of  the-  council’s  cau¬ 
tiously  worded  document  released  this 
spring  sought  to  reassure  North  Carolini¬ 
ans  by  stating:  Sudden  radical  chang¬ 
es  in  the  tobacco  economy  must  be 
avoided’’  because  of  the  suffering  such 
changes  would  cause  thousands  of 
people,  including  small  family  farmers 
and  laborers. 

But  it  also  suggested  that  Christians  in 
North  Carolina  should  recognize  them¬ 
selves  to  be  in  a  moral  dilemma  caused 
by  their  dependence  on  a  product  that  the 
national  health  community  links  to  the 
deaths  of  about  300,000  Americans  in  1983 
alone. 

Thus  far,  the  paper  has  received  exten¬ 
sive  attention  from  the  national  and  local 
media.  Virtually  nobody  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  however,  has  asked  for  a  copy  to  use 
in  a  local  congregation. 

“It  just  isn’t  something  people  talk 
about  here,"  said  Bishop  William  Cannon 
of  the  Raleigh  Area. 

Bert  Gillette,  administrative  board 
chairman  of  First  UMC  in  Wilson,  N.C., 
reacted  to  a  request  to  talk  to  church 
members  involved  in  tobacco  by  saying: 
“If  you  want  to  talk  to  people  in  our 
church  about  tobacco  as  a  moral  issue, 
you  won’t  get  much.  Everybody  sees  it  as 
black  and  white,  that  there  isn’t  really  a 
moral  issue.” 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Last  year,  the  North  Carolina  Council  of  Churches  formed  a 
special  committee  to  study  ethical  issues  related  to  the  production  of  tobacco. 

Most  observers  agreed  that  was  a  bold  action. 

Tobacco  accounts  for  almost  55  percent  of  the  stale’s  crop  income  and  150,000  jobs. 

Authors  of  the  committee’s  16-page  report,  “Moral  Dimensions  of  Tobacco"  re¬ 
leased  this  spring  said  they  wanted  to  stimulate  productive  discussions.  "We  believe 
that  we  in  North  Carolina  have  a  slake  in  our  future  and  we  can  deal  with  our  own  is¬ 
sues.”  said  the  chairman,  the  Rev.  Rufus  H.  Stark  II,  a  United  Methodist  from  Raleigh. 

The  committee  accepted  evidence  from  the  medical  community  that  the  “use  of 
tobacco  endangers  one’s  health.” 

“We  found  serious  moral  questions  involved  with  the  production  of  tobacco,  and  the 
function  of  the  church  is  to  help  people  deal  with  moral  and  ethical  issues,"  Mr.  Stark 
said. 

The  efforts  of  some  North  Carolina  Christians  in  this  matter  have  direct  and  in¬ 
direct  implications  for  Christians  everywhere,  especially  as  they  consider  the  ques¬ 
tion  asked  by  the  special  committee:  “In  the  free  enterprise  system,  what  is  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  the  producer  as  to  the  effect  of  the  product  on  the  consumer?" 

The  stories  on  this  page  take  a  look  at  Christians  in  one  state  and  how  they  are 
dealing  with  that  question. 


After  talking  with  a  few  members,  the 
Reporter  found  his  assessment  to  be  cor¬ 
rect. 

“Not  a  sin  in  North  Carolina” 

“I  know  smoking’s  a  sin  in  some  parts 
of  the  country,  but  it  isn’t  here,"  one 
United  Methodist  minister  said. 

Many  persons  interviewed  said  they 
believe  that  a  string  of  U.S.  Surgeons 
General  since  1964  have  wrongly  inter¬ 
preted  scientific  research  in  their  de¬ 
nunciation  of  smoking,  and  their  findings 
that  smoking  is  hazardous  to  health. 
Nearly  all  said  they  are  skeptical  that 
smoking  causes  cancer  or  heart  disease. 

“When  you  talk  about  immorality  of 
smoking  here,  people  don’t  know  what 
you're  talking  about.  They  think  you're 
crazy.  Immorality?  This  is  new'  to  us.  We 
haven’t  thought  about  it,"  said  Nelson 
Gibson,  a  tobacco  and  cotton  farmer  and 
a  member  of  the  council  of  churches’ 
study  committee. 

The  Rev.  J.  E.  Garlington,  a  retired 
UM  minister  in  Clinton,  N.C.,  said  that  in 
45  years  of  preaching  he  can’t  remember 
the  tobacco  issue  ever  being  brought  up 
in  church  or  the  subject  of  smoking  being 
discussed  at  youth  meetings. 

Farmers  say  “no  choice” 

Some  persons  said  that  even  if  smoking 
is  harmful,  farmers  would  not  improve 
anything  by  halting  tobacco  production. 

Cigarette  companies  simply  would  buy 
tobacco  from  other  American  farmers  or 
purchase  it  on  the  international  market, 
and  the  same  number  of  people  still 


UM  saw  no  conflict 
as  cigarette  executive 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Jack  Yates  has  spent  most  of  his  adult 
life  as  an  active  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  and  as  a  high  officer  of  a  major  to¬ 
bacco  manufacturer. 

He's  well  aware  that  many  people 
around  the  nation  find  it  difficult  to  un¬ 
derstand  how  a  person  can  reconcile 
Christian  faith  and  a  job  as  a  leader  in  a 
company  that  makes  a  product  widely 
credited  with  killing  tens  of  thousands  of 
people  each  year. 

How  does  such  a  person  view  his  job? 

The  Reporter  used  church  sources  to 
locate  and  question  someone  deeply 
involved  in  the  church  and  the  tobacco 
industry.  Mr.  Yates  through  the  years 
has  shown  his  commitment  to  his  local 
church  by  serving  in  several  leadership 
positions.  He  has  retired  from  his  job  and 
now  has  no  direct  obligations  to  the 
tobacco  industry.  He  spoke  with  the 
understanding  that  his  real  name  and 
former  company’s  name  would  not  be 
used. 

Seated  beneath  a  backyard  shade  tree, 
he  quickly  made  it  clear  that  he  has  no 
doubts  about  his  life’s  work.  As  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  he  said,  he  has  a  clear  conscience. 

Questions  were  not  greeted  with  long 
pauses  for  him  to  take  a  drag  on  a  ciga¬ 
rette  and  ponder.  He  does  not  smoke. 

“I  used  to  smoke,  but  I  never  enjoyed  it 
that  much.  I  just  did  it  to  help  with  some 
comparison  testing,"  he  said. 

He  hastened  to  add,  however,  that  his 
stopping  had  nothing  to  do  with  health 
concerns.  "My  wife  smokes  a  pack  a  day 
That’s  fine  with  me." 

Mr.  Yates  acknowledged  that  he  prob¬ 
ably  can  be  seen  as  a  person  simply 
yielding  to  the  “natural  tendency  to  de¬ 
fend  your  own  industry."  But  he  said  his 
judgments  are  based  on  reason,  a  scienti¬ 
fic  background  in  college  and  years  of 
studying  research  results  on  the  effects 
of  smoking. 

“I  don’t  see  any  scientific  proof  that 
cigarettes  cause  disease,”  he  said. 

Smoking  can  make  health  problems 


worse,  but  it  doesn’t  initiate  the  prob¬ 
lems,  he  said. 

How  could  cigarettes  be  a  cause  of 
cancer  or  heart  disease  when  so  many 
people  smoke  for  a  lifetime  without  being 
harmed,  he  asked.  Two  of  his  bosses 
“weren’t  hurt  by  smoking  five  to  seven 
packs  a  day." 

“If  I  had  ever  felt  that  cigarettes  are  a 
direct  cause  of  disease,  I'd  have  quit  my 
job,"  Mr.  Yates  said. 

He  said  he  never  knew  of  a  person  in 
his  company’s  management  who  had 
doubts  about  the  safety  of  cigarettes,  let 
alone  one  who  quit  his  job  because  of 
doubts.  Some  laborers  have  quit  for  that 
reason,  however,  he  said. 

Would  he  concede  that  the  preponder¬ 
ance  of  statistical  evidence  against  to¬ 
bacco  suggests  that  smoking  might  be  a 
cause  of  disease?  “It’s  possible,"  he 
said,  "but  we  have  to  put  it  aside,  until 
we  hear  more.”  To  act  prematurely  un¬ 
fairly  threatens  many  persons’  liveli¬ 
hood,  he  said. 

Mr.  Yates  said  he  sees  signs  that  the  to¬ 
bacco  industry  is  going  to  change  from 
its  long  role  of  indefensiveness  —  "not 
pushing  products  on  college  campuses 
and  to  youth"  —  to  an  aggressive  mark¬ 
eting  to  restore  smoking  to  social  ac¬ 
ceptability. 

To  deal  with  lower  per  capita  smoking 
in  the  United  States,  the  tobacco  com¬ 
panies  are  promoting  heavily  in  Third 
World  nations.  Some  groups  and  church 
leaders  have  charged  that  it  obviously  is 
unethical  to  persuade  people  with  too 
many  other  problems  to  use  a  product 
they  can’t  afford,  don’t  need  and  will  be 
harmed  by. 

If  cigarettes  do  not  cause  disease, 
there  is  nothing  wrong  with  selling  them 
to  Third  World  peoples,  many  of  whom 
already  are  smoking  low-quality  locally- 
produced  cigarettes,  Mr.  Yates  said.  He 
added  that  he  is  pleased  to  have  been  a 
part  of  the  international  effort  that  has 
created  a  “mushrooming  market"  in  the 
Third  World.  -  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


would  be  smoking,  they  said. 

Farmers  don't  have  a  choice  about 
whether  to  make  some  kind  of  symbolic 
break  with  tobacco  unless  they  can  re¬ 
place  the  profit,  said  Frank  Brooks,  an¬ 
other  member  of  the  study  committee. 

He’s  a  tobacco  farmer.  He  said  almost 
everybody  else  in  Queen  Street  UMC  in 
Kinston,  N.C.,  also  is  directly  related  to 
tobacco. 

Tobacco  earns  handsome  profits  that 
often  are  the  only  difference  beween  a 
farm’s  yielding  income  or  having  to  be 
sold,  he  said.  Like  many  others,  he  feels 
North  Carolinians  are  somewhat  perse¬ 
cuted  by  outsiders.  “We  need  people  in  the 
rest  of  the  country  to  understand  how  de¬ 
pendent  we  are  on  tobacco. 

“It’s  easy  for  a  man  in  Kansas  to  say, 
‘Tobacco  is  bad,  let's  wipe  it  out.’  That 
doesn’t  take  the  bread  out  of  his  mouth,” 
Mr.  Brooks  said. 

The  study  paper  suggests  that  govern¬ 
ments  help  farmers  to  convert  tobacco 
land  into  other  cash  crops  of  equal  pro¬ 
fitability:  tomatoes,  strawberries, 
apples  and  peaches,  for  example. 

However,  a  professor  at  North  Caro¬ 
lina  State  University  told  the  committee 
that  the  state’s  tobacco  acreage  is  almost 
as  great  as  the  nation’s  entire  vegetable 
acreage. 

“If  we  put  tomatoes  in  all  our  tobacco 
land,  the  U.S.  would  be  one  big  ketchup 
bottle,"  Mr.  Brooks  quipped. 

Allotments  said  just 

Probably  nothing  scares  North  Caro¬ 
linians  more  than  the  fear  that  Congress 
might  scuttle  the  tobacco  allotment 
system.  During  the  1930s  —  to  stabilize 
prices  and  protect  small  farms  —  the 
government  limited  production  of  tobac¬ 
co  to  small  acreages  on  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  farms. 

That  system  continues  today  and  often 
is  attacked  as  an  unjustified  governmen¬ 
tal  support  for  a  harmful  product. 

Mr.  Gibson,  the  United  Methodist 
layman  in  Gibson,  N.C.,  disagrees.  He 
i,  pulled  out  a  file  folder  full  of  contracts 
with  “a  bunch  of  widows."  Each  of  them 
has  a  tobacco  allotment  of  2/10  of  an 
acre,  a  half-acre,  etc.  He  pays  them 


CIGARETTES 


Major 
tobacco 
states 

1.  North  Carolina  ' 

2.  Kentucky 

3.  South  Carolina 

4.  Georgia 

5.  Virginia 

6.  Wisconsin 

7.  Pennsylvania 

8.  Maryland 

9.  Ohio 

10.  Florida 

11.  Indiana 

12.  Tennessee 

13.  Connecticut 

14.  Missouri 

15.  West  Virginia 

16.  Massachusettes 

United  Methodists  in  North  Carolina  aren’t  the  only  ones  faced  with  living  in  an 
economy  that  is  supported  by  a  tobacco  industry.  The  states  listed  above  are  the  16 
major  tobacco-growing  states  in  order  of  production. 
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This  double  exposure  illustrates  the  close  relationship  of  tobacco  growing 
to  the  churches  of  North  Carolina.  For  example,  the  Duke  family  which 
built  the  chapel  (pictured  here)  at  United  Methodist-related  Duke  Universi¬ 
ty  began  its  fortune  with  a  world  monopoly  on  the  cigarette  industry.  The 
Duke  Foundation,  now  diversified  far  beyond  tobacco,  provides  important 
support  to  United  Methodist  ministerial  education  and  to  rural  UM 
churches.  reportkr  staff  graphic  bn  dkbra  knnaco  and  roy  Howard  bkck 


enough  for  the  right  to  plant  and  harvest 
on  that  acreage  for  them  to  live  comfort¬ 
ably  in  retirement,  he  said. 

“If  you  took  away  the  allotments  so 
that  everybody  could  grow  as  much  as 
they  wanted,  the  people  with  the  big 
equipment  would  do  the  producing  and 
the  poor  widows  wouldn’t  get  a  cent,” 
said  Mr.  Gibson  who  served  on  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  during  the  '70s. 

“You’d  ruin  lots  of  people  and  wouldn’t 
hurt  the  tobacco  companies  or  cut 
smoking  one  bit,”  he  said. 

“The  (tobacco  study)  committee 
shouldn’t  even  have  been  formed,"  said 
Dwight  Williams,  a  United  Methodist  to¬ 


bacco  farmer  in  Clinton,  N.C. 

“We  don’t  need  to  alienate  any  of  our 
people  when  we’re  busy  meeting  high  fin¬ 
ancial  needs  at  the  church.  The  issue  has 
been  discussed  by  the  politicians.  Why 
does  the  church  need  to  discuss  it?  ’’ 

If  the  church  wants  to  eliminate  risks 
from  life,  then  maybe  it  should  declare 
sky-diving  immor.al,  Mr.  Williams  said. 

A  large  percentage  of  persons  inter¬ 
viewed  by  the  Reporter  said  the  church 
should  spend  its  time  fighting  alcohol 
use. 

Billy  Yeargin  of  Agri-Business  Con¬ 
sultants  told  the  study  committee  that 
114,000  tobacco  farmers  are  "feeding  the 
budgets  of  North  Carolina  churches." 


The  churches  should  be  helping  promote 
tobacco,  he  said. 

Ministers  reticent 

Ministers  appear  reticent  to  raise  to¬ 
bacco-related  issues. 

Some  feel  it  is  inappropriate.  “I  feel  we 
would  be  skirting  the  main  issue  of  the 
church  which  is  to  win  people  to  Christ," 
said  Dr.  Garlington,  the  retired  minister. 

i'll  grant  you  that  people  would  be 
better  off  without  smoking,  as  they  would 
without  drinking.  But  we  should  lead 
people  to  Christ  and  let  Christ  take  hold 
of  them  and  change  their  habits  ' ' 

The  Rev.  Charles  Bryant,  staff 
member  of  the  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference  s  office  on  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety,  said:  “A  lot  of  us  don't  confront  to¬ 
bacco  because  it  is  so  prevalent.  You  can 
burn  up  all  your  energy  dealing  with  it 
and  still  make  no  headway.  At  the  same 
time,  you  will  have  harmed  the  ability  to 
work  on  other  issues.  But  we  have  tried  to 
show  farmers  that  there  are  options,  that 
they  aren't  locked  in  to  only  tobacco.” 

One  UM  minister  asked  not  to  be  iden¬ 
tified  because  he  feared  other  social 
causes  he  advocates  would  be  harmed  if 
he  were  identified  with  any  position 
seemingly  negative  to  tobacco. 

He  said  “progressive"  and  social  ac¬ 
tion-oriented  pastors  tend  not  to  discuss 
tobacco  problems  even  privately  among 
themselves  because  tobacco  is  such  a 
sacred  cow.  “We  work  on  things  we  have 
a  chance  on  such  as  labor,  migrants, 
hunger  and  peace  issues,”  he  said. 

One  of  the  worst  epithets  that  can  be 
hurled,  one  minister  said,  is  to  charge 
that  a  pastor  has  become  a  mouthpiece 
for  the  American  Cancer  Society. 

About  the  toughest  stand  on  smoking 
taken  by  ministers  here  is  to  insist  that 
people  not  smoke  in  the  parsonages, 
another  minister  said. 

Ethics  limited  by  the  possible 

The  Rev.  William  Willimon,  the  new 
campus  minister  at  Duke,  said  the 
dilemma  in  which  North  Carolina  Chris¬ 
tians  are  caught  was  described  in  a  1974 
book  called  “Vision  and  Virtue"  by  the 
Rev.  Stanley  Hauerwas,  a  UM  ethicist 
who  this  summer  joined  the  Duke 
faculty. 

“He  said  our  ethical  action  relates  to 
what  we  see  of  the  world  and  our  vision," 
Dr.  Willimon  said.  "It  is  limited  to  what 
we  think  is  possible." 

If  a  North  Carolina  without  tobacco 
appears  to  be  unthinkable,  then  people 
have  no  ability  to  consider  ethical 
concerns  about  tobacco,  he  said  It  is 
only  when  alternatives  can  be  shown 
clearly  that  ethical  thinking  becomes 
possible  within  such  a  culture,  he  said. 

The  lack  of  perceived  alternatives 
causes  a  person  like  Dr.  Garlington  to 
say:  “I'm  not  going  to  save  the  world  by 
persuading  a  farmer  to  disc  his  tobacco 
into  the  ground.  I  won’t  add  any  stars  in 
my  crown  by  watching  that  guy's  wife 
and  kids  starve." 


Study  head  tells  why  he  did  it 

Ethics  of  one’s  livelihood  painful  to  examine 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
Whether  you  grow  tobacco  or  manufac¬ 
ture  weapons,  you  tend  to  filter  out 
thoughts  or  information  that  questions 
the  ethics  of  the  way  you  make  a  living, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Rev.  Rufus  H.  Starke 
of  Raleigh,  N.C. 

North  Carolina  Christians  may  be  in  a 
bit  of  a  special  situation  because  they  live 
where  tobacco  dominates  a  whole  state. 

But  many  cities  and  regions  have  simi¬ 
lar  problems  with  other  products,  said  Dr. 
Stark,  charman  of  the  North  Carolina 
Council  of  Churches'  tobacco  study  com¬ 
mittee  (see Editor’s  Note). 

“Look  at  all  the  places  tied  into  the 
manufacture  of  weapons  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  and  the  terrible  harm  caused  by 
that,"  he  said. 

The  tobacco  study  was  Dr.  Stark’s 
idea.  Why  did  he  do  it? 

“I  think  I’m  reacting  out  of  a  great  ap¬ 
preciation  for  our  tobacco  heritage  and 
the  hurt  from  seeing  it  attacked  from  all 
over  the  nation,"  he  said. 

Dr.  Stark,  a  United  Methodist 
minister,  has  a  family  heritage  of 
several  generations  in  the  tobacco  in¬ 
dustry.  One  could  almost  see  the  glow 
reflected  against  his  face  of  the  old  wood- 
fired  furnaces  used  to  dry  tobacco  as  he 
described  the  romance,  the  family  ties, 
the  inter-racial  experiences  associated 
with  harvesting  tobacco. 

“I  don’t  look  on  our  heritage  with  dis¬ 
dain.  We  don’t  have  to  be  ashamed  of  our 
past.  Modern  health  data  wasn't  known 
then.  We  can  say,  ‘We’re  proud  of  our 
past,  but  now  we’ve  got  to  deal  with  this 
new  information.'  ” 

Dr.  Stark  said  he  feels  the  U.S.  tobacco 
industry  is  in  major  trouble:  Health 
fears  are  driving  down  per  capita  con¬ 
sumption.  Cheap  international  tobacco 
threatens  to  undercut  all  domestic  pro¬ 
duction.  Continuing  mechanization 
is  driving  out  what  laboring  jobs 
are  left.  Lawmakers  continually 
make  attempts  to  dump  the  federal  to¬ 
bacco  allotment  system  which  would 
throw  the  tobacco  economy  into  turmoil. 

The  church’s  and  the  government's 
responsibility  is  to  help  people  who  are 
the  least  able  to  help  themselves,  he  said. 

He  said  he  fears  for  what  is  about  to 
happen  to  small  farmers  and  wage  earn¬ 
ers  in  the  tobacco  industry.  The  council 
of  churches’  study  is  a  first  step  to  help 
bring  about  gradual  change  before  some¬ 
thing  drastic  happens,  he  said. 

One  of  the  most  difficult  things  to  do  in 
a  free  enterprise  society,  he  said,  is  to 
examine  the  morality  of  the  industry  from 
which  one  derives  economic  sustenance 
Nelson  Gibson,  a  member  of  the  study 
committee,  had  a  vivid  experience,  that 
illustrates  the  point: 


Several  years  ago  he  participated  in  a 
national  organization  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  lay  leaders.  “We  met  some  people  from 
California  who  grew  grapes!  Why.  those 
United  Methodists  even  had  a  little 
winery  on  their  property." 

Mr.  Gibson,  a  tobacco  and  cotton 
farmer  in  the  little  town  of  Gibson,  N.C., 
near  the  South  Carolina  border,  said  his 
sensibilities  against  the  use  of  alcohol 
were  affronted  by  the  Californians’  lack 
of  repentance. 

“I  thought,  ‘That’s heresy,’  "he said. 

He  also  met  some  United  Methodist 
farmers  from  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin 
who  grew  hops  for  beer. 

“I  found  that  in  those  states,  they  don’t 
see  that  as  immoral." 

Then,  he  realized  that  others  were 
looking  at  him  and  wondering  how  as  a 
United  Methodist  he  could  grow  tobacco. 

“I  had  to  think.  If  tobacco  is  as  bad  and 
does  as  much  harm  as  some  medical 
people  say,  then  maybe  it  is  immoral  to 
use  and  grow. 

“Many  of  us  aren’t  convinced  it  is  that 
bad.  But  we  ought  to  look  at  it.  That’s 
why  this  study  is  a  good  start  ...  to  help 
us  look  at  it." 

That  look  has  drawn  major  coverage 


The  Rev.  Rufus  H.  Stark  11  in  front  of  the  Methodist  Home  for  Children  of 
which  he  is  executive  director. 


from  the  New  York  Times,  Los  Angeles 
Times,  Wall  Street  Journal  and  others 
because  it  is  so  rare  for  people  to  study 
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and  talk  about  the  morality  not  of  some¬ 
body  else’s  business  but  of  their  own,  Mr. 
Gibson  said  -ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Etching 


How  Effective  Is  Your  Church's  Youth  Ministry? 

Revitalize  your  youth  ministry  program  today  with  Catching  the 
Rainbow  Videos.  This  new  approach  to  leadership  training 
presents  a  new  way  of  looking  at  the  RAINBOW  PROCESS  as 
outlined  by  J.  David  Stone  in  his  book. 

These  upbeat,  captivating  videos  are  designed  to 
train  persons  who  work  with  young  people  and 
Christian  youth  groups.  Rainbow  Videos  also  make 
ideal  discussion-starters  for  youth  programs,  retreats, 
camps,  and  parent/teacher  and  board  of  education  - 
meetings. 

Three  30-minute  videotapes  are 
available — each  with  a  helpful  Lead¬ 
er's  Guide.  Each  videotape  is  pack¬ 
aged  in  a  durable  vinyl  case. 

Choose  from: 


THE 


A  Total  Concept  Youth  Ministry 
A01-09920X.  VHS  A01-099218.  Beta 

Building  Positive  Relationships 
Through  Visitation  for  Youth  Ministry 

A01  -099226.  VHS  A01 -099234.  Beta 


Building  Positive 
Evening  Youth  Fellowships 

A01  -099242.  VHS  A01 -099250.  Beta 

VHS  or  Beta. 

Each  30-minute  videocassette.  $49.95 


Satisfaction  guaranteed!  Price  sub/ect 
to  change  Transportation  extra.  Add 
sales  tax  if  applicable 


Cokesbury 


1661  N  Northwest  Highway 
Park  Ridge.  IL  60068 
Phone  312/299-4411 


201  Eighth  Ave.,  South 
P.O.  Bo*  801 
Nashville.  TN  37202 
Phone  615/749-6113 


1635  Adrian  Road 
Burlingame,  CA  94010 
Phone  415/692-3562 


Order  toll  free:  1-800-672-1789.  Use  your  Cokesbury  Account,  American  Express,  Visa,  or  MasterCard. 
Call  Monday-Friday,  8-4  Central  time  or  8-4  Pacific  time.  For  personal  service,  call  your  Cokesbury 
store. 
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Methodists  celebrate  America  church  Bicentennial 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

OCEAN  GROVE.  N.J.  -  Methodists 
from  around  the  globe  trekked  here  last 
week  to  celebrate  American  Method¬ 
ism's  200th  birthday  and  recapture  John 
Wesley’s  zeal,  which  launched  what  is 
now  a  world-wide  church. 

The  occasion  was  the  World  Methodist 
Campmeeting,  an  eight-day  internation¬ 
al  evangelistic  event  sponsored  by  the 
World  Methodist  Council.  Council  offi¬ 
cials  said  the  event  was  intended  to 
provide  learning,  fellowship  and  inspir¬ 
ation. 

Known  to  many  as  “the  summer 
citadel  of  Methodism,"  Ocean  Grove  was 
an  appropriate  site  for  this  evangelistic 


revival.  The  genteel  seaside  village  45 
miles  south  of  Newark  was  founded  119 
years  ago  by  Methodist  ministers  as  a 
campmeeting  area. 

Heritage  gladly  claimed 

In  interviews  with  the  Reporter,  many 
of  the  visiting  evangelists  from  overseas 
talked  about  the  growth  of  Methodism  in 
their  countries  and  gladly  traced  their 
churches’  founding  to  American  Method¬ 
ist  missionaries.  But  they  also  expressed 
concern  over  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  membership  decline  and  of¬ 
fered  numerous  suggestions  for  remedy¬ 
ing  that  situation. 

Aggressive  evangelism  was  identified 
as  the  backbone  of  the  60,000-member 


Publications  proved  potent 


in  debates  over  slavery 

By  WALTER  N.  VERNON  _ 


One  of  the  most  bitter  issues  in  the 
early  Methodist  press  in  America  —  but 
to  a  lesser  extent  among  Evangelicals 
and  United  Brethren  —  was  slavery. 

When  Jesse  Lee  published  his  “Short 
History  of  the  Methodists”  in  1810,  he 
wrote  that  the  Christmas  Conference 
(1784)  decreed  that  Methodist  members 
should  set  free  any  slaves  they  owned, 
where  the  law  allowed.  If  they  failed  to 
do  so,  they  were  to  withdraw  quietly 
from  the  church  —  or  be  excluded. 

Lee  commented  that  “these  rules  were 
but  short-lived,  and  were  offensive  to 
most  of  our  southern  friends  .  .  .the  exe¬ 
cution  of  them  was  suspended  .  .  .  about 
six  months  after  they  were  formed.”  The 
conferences  continued  to  adopt  such 
rules,  but  they  were  only  partially 
enforced. 

The  most  heated  struggle  was  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  1836-1844, 
leading  up  to  the  division  of  the  church  in 
1844-45.  Significantly,  several  anti¬ 
slavery  and  pro-slavery  newspapers 
were  started  in  this  era  by  ministers  and 
laity  who  were  unable  to  get  their  view¬ 
point  reflected  in  the  official  papers  of 
the  church,  which  sought  to  keep  the 
church  on  an  even  keel.  Among  these 
newspapers  were  the  Wesleyan  Journal 


Corrections 

An  article  in  the  Reporter’s  Aug.  3 
issue  incorrectly  stated  that  the  Rev. 
Martha  Gilmore  lacks  three  courses  to 
graduate  from  Perkins  School  of  Theo¬ 
logy  and  listed  her  title  as  assistant  di¬ 
rector  rather  than  as  associate  director 
of  that  seminary’s  intern  program. 

Mrs.  Gilmore,  who  recently  changed 
her  ministerial  affiliation  from  the 
Southern  Baptist  church  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  graduated  from 
Perkins  in  1973.  The  three  courses  she 
lacks  pertain  to  requirements  for  mem¬ 
bership  “  in  full  connection”  in  an  annual 
conference  and  not  to  either  graduation 
or  ordination. 

The  address  for  Compatible  Techno¬ 
logy,  Inc.,  a  group  of  United  Methodist 
laymen  in  Minneapolis  working  on  a  soya 
cookie  project,  was  incorrectly  listed  in 
the  July  6  issue  of  the  Reporter.  The  cor¬ 
rect  address  is  5835  Lyndale  Ave.,  South, 
Minneapolis,  MN  55419.  The  telephone 
number  is  612-861-6086. 

The  Reporter  regrets  these  errors. 


Circuit 

Writer 


in  Maine.  The  American  Wesleyan  Ob¬ 
server  in  Massachusetts  (edited  by 
Orange  Scott,  a  leading  abolitionist), 
Zion’s  Watchman  in  New  York,  and  the 
Virginia  Conference  Sentinel. 

Le  Roy  Sunderland,  editor  of  Zion’s 
Watchman,  was  tried  twice  before  his 
conference  on  charges  of  slander  and 
misrepresentation.  In  addition,  the 
ongoing  papers  of  the  church,  such  as  the 
New  York  Christian  Advocate  and 
Journal  and  Zion’s  Herald  in  Boston  car¬ 
ried  much  material  on  slavery. 

The  Virginia  Conference  Sentinel  in 
1836  predicted  the  eventual  dismember¬ 
ment  of  the  church  over  slavery.  In  1842 
Sunderland  and  Scott  led  a  group  of  anti¬ 
slavery  Methodists  into  a  new  denomina¬ 
tion,  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Connection, 
and  started  a  paper,  The  True  Wesleyan. 

Sentiment  against  slavery  solidified 
rather  generally  in  the  North,  and  the 
South  responded  by  being  adamant  for 
slavery.  A  Methodist  convention  in 
Vermont  early  in  1844  declared  that  as 
Christians  they  could  have  “no  fellow¬ 
ship  with  any  man  .  .  .  Methodist  or  oth¬ 
erwise,  who  can  hold  and  treat  any  fellow 
being  as  a  slave."  So  reported  Zion’s 
Herald. 

The  Methodist  Protestant  Church  at  its 
1838  General  Conference  was  deeply 
divided  over  slavery.  Opponents  of 
slavery  in  the  church  used  an  indepen¬ 
dent  paper,  The  Methodist  Recorder,  to 
further  their  causes.  Asa  Shinn,  a  leading 
Methodist  Protestant  preacher,  also  used 
a  Baptist  paper  in  Pittsburgh  to  carry  a 
long  article  against  slavery. 

At  the  1838  Conference  Thomas  H. 
Stockton  was  elected  editor  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Protestant,  but  he  resigned  when  he 
learned  that  the  book  committee  refused 
to  allow  slavery  to  be  discussed  in  the 
paper.  “The  Western  Recorder  soon  be¬ 
came  the  vehicle  of  extreme  arguments 
.  .  .  and  so  on  either  side  strife  and 
alienation  kindled  ...”  Eventually,  the 
church  split,  forming  two  General  Con¬ 
ferences  and  with  different  names  —  an 
action  they  described  as  separating  but 
not  seceding. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 

$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance 

CHAPLAIN'S  POSITION  AVAILABLE  Ordained 
United  Methodist  Minister,  background  in  education 
Will  be  responsible  for  developing  and  implementing 
Christian  Education  Program  on  the  campus  of  the 

LAY  DELEGATE  AT  10  General  Conferences.  IMS- 
1976,  editor  John  Van  Sickle  wrote  more  than  1,000 
newspaper  columns.  100  of  them  —  philosophical, 
humorous,  political,  religious,  personal  —  are 
printed  in  a 'book  you  can  have  by  sending  $3. 
(postpaid)  to  him  4141  North  Rockton,  Rockford.  Ill 
61103 

imately  225  Native  American  students.  Also 
responsible  for  student  counseling,  church  services 
for  staff,  student  body  and  the  community  Teach 
courses  in  Bible  Study,  ethics  and  humanities  or 
other  related  courses  Coordinate  youth  fellowship 
programs  &  developing  community  out-reach 
programs.  Preference  given  to  qualified  Native 

NEW  POSITION  TO  OPEN:  Christian  Education 
Director  Salary  and  house  provided  540  member 
church.  Contact:  Rev.  Larry  Maddin.  P  O.  Box  712, 
Jennings.  La.  70546.  (318)  824-4079. 

Mission  School.  1200  W  Apache.  Farmington.  N.M. 
87401.  Salary  negotiable  with  good  benefits 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC,  Half-time  position  offered. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Ministries  600 
members  Inquiry  to  Rev  Hal  Cowart.  Trinity 
Heights  United  Methodist  Church.  Flagstaff.  Ariz.. 
(602  )  526-1397  Sept  1 

Annual  salary,  $8,000  Active  established  music 
program  in  600  member  church.  Require  experience 
with  vocal  and  handbell  choirs.  Send  resume  attn :  R. 

L  Peterson.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  243 

HELP  US  HELP  U  M  Mission  Project.  Advance 

.372-8445 

Special  Number  «39136l.  Heart  and  Hand  House. 

P  O  Box  128.  Philippi.  W.Va.  26416 

HANDBELLS  ADD  An  Indefinable  extension  to  your 
church's  ministry.  Write  or  call  Claude  Ward 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  Manager  and  Financial 
Administrator  with  general  overall  business 
operating  experience  in  staff  management, 
accounting,  finance,  personnel,  procurement,  data 
processing,  forecasting,  budgeting  and  reporting, 
supervision  of  maintenance  and  custodial  activities 
Must  be  capable  of  preparing  methods,  policies, 
procedures,  and  system  for  each  of  these  operations 
Salary  and  benefits  negotiable.  Send  resume  and 
photograph  to  Rev  John  Bryant.  Pine  Castle  United 
Methodist  Church.  731  East  Fairlane  Avenue. 
Orlando.  Florida  32809,  phone  (305  )  855-3910 

75229.  (214)357-0017 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Music/Youth  Director 
Could  use  Christian  Educator  strong  in  Youth 
Ministry.  Salary  negotiable  based  on  experience. 
Send  resume  to:  Rev  R  Eugene  Jonte.  P.  O.  Box 
127.  Jasper.  Texas  75951 

•ENJOY  THIS  WINTER  in  St  Petersburg  at  a  100 
room  family-owned  seasonal  retirement  hotel.  Write 
The  Martha  Washington  Hotel.  Box  60.  St 
Petersburg.  Fla  33731" 

EXPERIENCE  INDIA  with  Bob  Nave,  former  UM 
Missionary  Speaks  fluent  Hindi.  24  day  tours  Oct 
and  Jan  Has  conducted  6  India  tours  Free 
brochures  from  5835  Lyndale  Avenue  South. 
Minneapolis.  Minn  55419. 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  HOLY  LAND 
TRIP  with  Dr  Charles  L  Allen.  Transco  Tower. 
Suite  1830.  P  O  Box  1396.  Houston.  Texas  77251. 
Telephone  <  713  >  439-1072 

WANT  TO  BUY'  Used  paper  folder  Write  to:  West 
Tulsa  United  Methodist  Church,  1923  South  Phoenix. 
Tulsa.  Oklahoma  74107  Or  call:  (918  )  583-5125  , 

SPIRITUALITY'  The  staff  of  the  Curriculum 

Church  is  developing  a  new  adult  series  on 
Spirituality.  Part  of  the  content  of  the  series  will 
include  stories  of  persons  who  have  had  experiences 
that  brought  them  closer  to  God.  Send  your  story  to 
Dr  Lynne  M.  Deming.  P.  O  Box  801.  Nashville. 

IDEAL  for  retirement  Luxurious,  yet  affordable 

Condominiums.  Geothermal  heat  Next  to  Mineral 
Baths.  One  block  to  United  Methodist  .church.  Two 
blocks  to  Bank,  Drug  Store.  Doctor",  etc.  Write 
Condos,  P.  O.  Box  1448,  Truth  or  Consequences.  N.M 

87901  Phone  (505  )  894  3532 

printed  when  stories  are  used. 

PARAGRAPH  REPRINTS  of  the  Methodist 

SUPERINTENDENT'S  POSITION  AVAILABLE 
College  preparatory  high  school  for  gifted  Navajo 
students  Master's  Degree  in  School  Administration 
with  experience  preferred  Plan,  direct  and 
coordinate  the  spiritual  life  program  &  over-all 
institution  program  for  approximately  225  Native 

Episcopal  Discipline  of  1798.  which  contain  the 
explanatory  notes  on  Methodist  polity  written  by 
Thomas  Coke  and  Francis  Asbury.  can  be  purchased 
for  10  dollars,  including  postage  Mail  order  and 
check  to  Institute  for  the  Study  of  Methodism  at 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary.  2121 
Sheridan  Road.  Evanston.  Illinois  60201 

plan  and  administer  the  budget,  select  and  supervise 
personnel,  supervising  &  maintaining  of  property 
and  interpreting  the  work  of  the  agency  with  the 

GAY  AND  LE3BIAN  United  Methodist:  Now  more 
than  ever  we  need  AFFIRMATION  Write  P.  O.  Box 

1021.  Evanston.  Ill  60204 

Preference  given  to  qualified  Native  American  Send 
resume  to:  Navajo  Methodist  Mission  School,  1200  W 
Apache.  Farmington.  N  M  87401  Salary  negotiable 
with  good  benefits 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest?  Write 
UMDF.  Room  303 B.  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York. 

N  Y  10115  l 

WANTED:  Administrator  lor  Red  Bird  Hospital  in 
the  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference.  Located  in  a 
rural,  mountain  area  of  Southeastern  Kentucky,  this 
health  care  institution  provides  a  wide  range  of 

PRESERVE  YOUR  OWN  Church's  History '  Publish 

It  Celebrate  its  anniversary  Free  brochure, 
estimates  Wealso specialize  in  group  cookbooks  and 
family  histories  Sanders  Priming.  Box  160-Ml. 
Garretson.  S  O  57030  1605  )  594-3427  ! 

project  related  to  the  National  Program  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Please  send  resumes  to  Personnel 
Manager.  Red  Bird  Hospital.  Beverly.  Ky  40913. 

« 606)  596-5135 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  In  The  Smokies  Near 
Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view.  Completely 
furnished  efficiencies  $125  week,  $400  four  weeks: 
Clayton  Calhoun.  P  O  Box  1138.  Waynesville.  N.C 
28786.  (704  )  627-6067 

Indonesian  Methodist  Church. 
Considered  one  of  World  Methodism’s 
fastest  growing  units,  the  Indonesian 
church  was  founded  by  American 
Methodist  missionaries  in  1904. 

Bishop  Hermanus  Sitorus  described 
Indonesia's  evangelistic  thrust  in  two 
sentences.  “No  Bible,  no  breakfast.  Let 


us  eat  the  word  before  food. " 

Although  90  percent  of  Indonesia’s  150 
million  citizens  are  Muslims,  the 
vigorous  Indonesian  Methodist  Church 
boasts  a  yearly  increase  in  Muslim 
converts.  Last  year  1,500  Muslims  joined 
the  Methodist  ranks. 

Another  group  targeted  for  evangel¬ 


istic  outreach  in  Indonesia  are  the  Karo 
Batak,  an  ethnic  group  of  about  30,000 
which  practices  an  ancient  “animistic 
religion.''  Over  the  past  three  years, 
8,000  Karo  Batak  have  become  Chris¬ 
tians. 

“The  Indonesian  Methodist  Church 
gained  autonomy  from  American  Meth¬ 
odists  in  1960,”  Bishop  Sitorus  explained. 
“Yet  we  are  proud  of  our  American  heri¬ 
tage.  We  are  lucky;  our  church  believed 
in  itself  and  the  Gospel,  and  now  we  are 
strong.  For  the  remainder  of  this  decade 
we  have  a  goal  of  at  least  10,000  new 
members.” 

AH  Methodists  are  evangelists 

Bishop  Sitorus  responded  to  a  question 
concerning  United  Methodist  member¬ 
ship  decline  in  the  U.S.  with  examples 
from  his  church.  “Methodism  is  spread¬ 
ing  in  my  country  because  of  our  training 
ministry.  All  Methodists  there  must  be 
evangelists.  The  churches  provide 
extensive  Bible  training  on  the  congre¬ 
gational  level,"  he  said. 

“We  emphasize  the  power  of  the  word. 
It  moves  us  and  keeps  us  alive,”  he  said. 

Methodism  is  also  alive  and  growing  in 
Africa,  according  to  Bishop  Lawi 
Imathiu  of  Kenya  and  the  Rev.  Micheal 
Oye  of  Nigeria. 

“The  Methodist  Church  of  Kenya  has 
a  membership  of  100,000.  We  have 
experienced  rapid  growth  due  to  the  laity 
working  hard,”  Bishop  Imathiu  said. 
“We  challenge  each  congregation  mem¬ 
ber  to  win  at  least  one  new  person  for 
Christ.” 

Although  Methodism  in  Kenya  was 
introduced  by  British  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries,  “Kenyan  Methodists  have  always 
respected  the  American  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,"  he  continued.  “Kenyans 
think  American  Methodists  are  very 
religious. 

Nigeria’s  Mr.  Oye  added  that  racially- 
separate  worship  services  in  this  country 
are  a  cause  for  membership  decline. 

“In  my  country  Methodism  is  very 
strong.  We  are  the  second  largest  church 
after  the  predominant  Anglican  Church. 
Our  membership  has  been  boosted  by  a 
program  called  Tent  Makers,’  which 
brings  young  professionals  into  the 
churches  and  trains  them  as  lay  minis¬ 
ters.  They  eventually  have  two  jobs  — 
their  trained  professions  and  that  of 
evangelists.”  Mr.  Oye  is  a  product  of  that 
program.  He  is  an  agriculturalist  by 
trade  and  an  evangelist  by  conviction. 

Latin  American  ‘rise’  reported 

Methodism  in  Latin  American  coun¬ 
tries  is  on  the  rise,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Geoval  Jacinto  de  Silda,  an  Argentine 
Methodist  minister  and  seminary  pro¬ 
fessor. 

“All  Methodist  churches  in  Latin 
America  were  started  by  American 
Methodist  missionaries.  Today  the 


churches  are  growing  slowly  but  steadily 
in  the  face  of  strong  Catholicism.  In 
Peru,  Methodists  number  1,800;  in  Chile 
7,500;  in  Bolivia  6,000,  and  in  Argentina 
1,500. 

“Though  we  are  proud  of  our  American 
Methodist  founding,  most  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  Methodists  are  anxious  to  begin  the 
search  for  our  own  Methodist  identity. 
We  want  a  re-reading  of  Wesley  to  deter¬ 
mine  what  he  means  to  us,”  he  said. 

While  many  Methodist  churches 
around  the  world  are  flourishing,  some 
are  floundering.  According  to  the  Rev. 
Roy  Johansen  of  Sweden,  membership  in 
the  Methodist  church  in  his  country  has 
dropped  below  6,000. 

“We  are  very  much  alike,”  he  said, 
comparing  the  Swedish  Methodist  and 
United  Methodist  Churches.  “We  are 
both  like  old  men  in  rocking  chairs, 
happy  to  sit  and  do  nothing.  We  must  rise 
up  from  our  chairs  and  move  forward.  To 
do  this  we  need  to  be  open  to  the  touch  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  God  wants  to  use  the 
Methodist  Church  again  as  it  was  used 
during  Wesley’s  time.” 

Christian  focus  shifting 

The  Rev.  Alan  Walker  of  Sydney,  Aus¬ 
tralia,  is  one  driving  force  behind  the 
World  Methodist  Council.  As  director  of 
the  council’s  world  evangelism  program, 
Dr.  Walker  has  worked  for  decades 
planting  and  nurturing  Methodism  in 
many  of  the  90  countries  where  it  exists. 

“We  are  witnessing  a  historic  shift  of 
Christian  focus  and  strength.  In  the  next 
century  the  center  of  Christian  leader¬ 
ship  may  be  in  Africa,  Asia,  Latin 
America  and  in  communist  nations,”  he 
said. 

“More  people  go  to  church  in  Soviet 
Russia  than  in  Europe.  For  example,  one 
percent  of  Swedes  go  to  church,  and  the 
Methodist  Church  there  has  suffered 
catastrophic  losses. 

“In  most  of  the  western  world, 
churches  are  not  growing.  I  don’t  exactly 
know  why,”  he  admitted.  “But  I  do  know 
that  it  can  be  reversed. 

“We  want  Methodists  from  around  the 
world  to  get  a  new  glimpse  of  Jesus 
Christ  by  meeting  new  people  and 
sharing  the  gospel.  You  can’t  hear 
Bishop  Sitorus  and  not  wonder  why  new 
members  aren’t  gained  everywhere. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  is  the 
single  greatest  church  in  the  world,  but 
its  membership  decline  indicates  a  prob¬ 
lem.  I  worry  that  its  structures  and 
policies  have  changed  it  from  a 
movement  into  a  self-centered  church," 
he  continued. 

“The  early  Methodist  campmeeting 
movement  of  the  1800’s  made  a  tremen¬ 
dous  impact  on  America.  Through  it  the 
Methodist  Church  had  its  greatest 
growth.  We  can  show  the  world  again 
what  that  time  was  like.  This  is  our 
goal.” 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


Sharp  shooting  UM  laywoman 
makes  history 

A  United  Methodist  laywoman  shot 
her  way  into  the  Olympic  history 
books  last  month  when  she  took  home 
the  silver  medal  for  ladies  sport  pistol 
in  the  first-ever  Olympic  shooting 
competition  for  women. 

Ruby  Fox,  39,  a  member  of  Parker 
UMC  in  Parker,  Ariz.,  tied  for  the  gold 
medal  in  initial  competition.  But  when 
tie-breaking  rules  called  for  a  15-shot 
course,  she  lost  by  a  single  point  and 
settled  for  the  silver  medal. 

Mrs.  Fox,  the  wife  of  a  jewelry  - 
maker  and  mother  of  a  teenage  son, 
was  featured  recently  in  a  full-page 
color  ad  for  the  National  Rifle  Asso¬ 
ciation  in  several  national  magazines 
including  Time  and  Life.  The  ad  also 
ran  in  the  Washington  Post  portraying 
the  Arizona  markswoman  as  “Wife, 
mother,  businesswoman  .  .  .  and 
member  of  the  Olympic  Shooting 
Team.” 


“I  started  shooting  for  the  fun  of  it 
in  1970,”  she  explained,  but  she 
quicklv  aimed  her  sights  on  national. 


Ruby  Fox, 


and  eventually  international,  compe¬ 
tition. 

In  1982  she  won  the  U.S.  Women’s 
Air  Pistol  Championship  and  the 
Women’s  Smallbore  Pistol  Champion¬ 
ship.  In  1983,  she  took  home  the  silver 
medal  at  the  U.S.  International  Pistol 
Championships,  and  she  holds  the  1979 
Air  Pistol  World  Championship 
record  as  well. 

“I’ve  tried  to  figure  out  why  I  have 
succeeded  like  I  have,"  she  said. 
“God  gave  me  a  phenomenal  ability 
to  shoot  but,  more  importantly,  He 
gave  me  the  ability  to  concentrate. 

“I  believe  God  gave  me  a  purpose  in 
life,  and  shooting  is  my  vehicle  of 
telling  people  about  my  sport  and 
telling  them  they  have  to  believe 
Somebody  gave  them  their  own  tal¬ 
ent,”  she  said. 

Mrs.  Fox,  who  receives  financial 
support  from  the  National  Rifle 
Association,  maintains  she  shoots 
only  for  sport. 

“I  believe  in  baseball  bats  for  pro¬ 
tection,"  she  quipped. 

SUSAN  CARROLL 


Church  finances  Bicentennial  hymn  record 


IRVING,  Texas  —  Some  of  England’s  finest  musicians  respond  to  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Terry  Price,  minister  of  music  at  Plymouth  Park  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Irving,  Texas,  during  the  production  of  a  special  Bicentennial 
recording  of  14  hymns  by  Charles  Wesley.  The  congregation’s  $70,000  “gift” 
to  the  denomination  was  conceived  and  co-produced  by  Mr.  Price  and  un¬ 
derwritten  by  Plymouth  Park  church. 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

IRVING,  Texas  —  What  does  a  $70,000 
bank  note  have  to  do  with  Charles 
Wesley? 

That’s  how  much  the  1,400  members  of 
Plymouth  Park  United  Methodist  Church 
in  this  Dallas  suburb  pledged  to  pay,  if 
necessary,  to  underwrite  a  recording  of 
14  favorite  Charles  Wesley  hymns. 

The  recording  is  the  congregation’s 
contribution  to  the  American  Methodist 
Bicentennial. 

Wesley  would  recognize  all  the  words 
and  some  of  the  tunes. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  miracle  in  the 
record  “A  Heritage  in  Hymns”  is  the 
blending  of  70  professional  instrumenta¬ 
lists  on  one  side  of  the  Atlantic  (London) 
with  80  nonprofessional  singers  on  the 
other  side  (Dallas)  into  an  album  of 
hymns  that  are  at  once  inspiring  and 
almost  overpowering. 

Cokesbury  sells  either  albums  or  cas¬ 
settes  for  $8.98.  Cokesbury  also  offers  or¬ 
chestra-only  albums  for  local  church 
choirs  which  want  to  “sing  along”;  or¬ 
chestral  parts  for  those  who  want  to  sing 
along  with  local  players;  handbell  and 
organ/piano  duet  accompaniments,  and 
a  family  devotional  guide  and  a  worship 
guide,  both  intended  to  be  used  while  lis¬ 
tening  to  and  studying  the  words  of  Meth¬ 
odism’s  most  famous  hymn  writer. 

Plymouth  Park  UMC  will  make  about 
90  cents  out  of  each  album  or  cassette 
sale  and  considerably  less  from  sales  of 
other  materials.  Every  six  months  the 
congregation  has  to  make  a  payment  on 
its  line  of  credit  (only  about  $45,000  of  the 
approved  total  actually  was  used). 

The  whole  project  was  the  idea  of  the 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  accompany¬ 
ing  stories  are  only  two  examples  of 
how  local  United  Methodist  churches 
are  featuring  the  American  Meth¬ 
odist  Bicentennial.  Readers  are 
invited  to  call  the  Reporter’s  attention 
to  other  unusual  projects  or  contribu¬ 
tions  their  congregations  are  making 
to  the  Bicentennial  observance. 

church’s  director  of  music,  Terry  Price. 
He  and  the  senior  minister,  the  Rev.  R. 
David  Shawver,  and  the  church’s  admin¬ 
istrative  board  know  the  church  is  in  for 
a  long  haul  before  all  or  most  of  the  $45,- 
000  is  regained. 

What  they  don’t  get  back  they’ll 
consider  part  of  their  outreach  to  the 
whole  church,  Mr.  Price  told  the  Report¬ 
er. 

The  project  received  expert  counsel. 
Musical  arrangers  of  the  14  favorite 
Wesley  hymns  include  Arthur  Harris, 
known  for  his  work  with  the  Philadelphia 
Orchestra  and  the  Mormon  Tabernacle 
Choir,  Harry  Simeone,  whose  best-known 
arrangement  is  probably  “The  Little 
Drummer  Boy,”  and  Max  Lyall,  a  promi¬ 
nent  Southern  Baptist  musician. 

Mr.  Price  wanted  to  use  an  American 
orchestra  on  the  accompaniments.  But 
he  found  that  he  could  save  $15,000  by 
taking  the  production  team  to  London 
and  using  top-flight  musicians  who  regu¬ 
larly  perform  or  record  with  the  London 
Philharmonic  Orchestra.  Studio  time  in 
London  took  14  days. 

Back  in  Dallas  he  rounded  up  a  choir  of 
80  voices  —  many  from  Dallas-area  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches.  Studio  time 
totaled  another  14  days. 

Mr.  Price  said  engineers  in  London 


asked  if  he  didn’t  get  nervous  leading  70 ‘ 
of  Great  Britain’s  finest  recording 
musicians  from  the  same  studio  where 
greats  like  Sir  Thomas  Beecham  had  re¬ 
corded.  “I  didn’t  have  time  to  get  ner¬ 


vous,”  he  said  later,  but  he  admitted  that 
his  knees  were  weak  when  it  was  over. 

More  information  is  available  from 
Cokesbury  or  from  Lorenz  Publishing 
Corp.,  P.O.  Box  802,  Dayton,  OH  45401 . 


Candle -creating  couple 
shares  profits  with  church 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
BARTLESVILLE,  Okla.  -  Ed  and 
Alice  Ririe  are  “lighting  the  way” 
toward  funding  a  new  fellowship  hall  for 
Oak  Park  United  Methodist  Church  here 
The  couple,  founders  and  owners  of 
Keepsake  Candles  Co.,  have  designed  a 
special  Methodist  Bicentennial  candle 
Side  panels  feature  likenesses  of  John 
Wesley,  Francis  Asbury  and  Lovely  Lane 
Chapel,  in  Baltimore. 

From  each  $10  candle  sold,  the  Riries  do¬ 
nate  $5  to  the  congregation’s  building  fund. 

“We  don’t  intend  to  finance  the  whole 
building,  "  said  Mrs.  Ririe,  who  serves  as 
chairman  of  the  finance  committee.  She 
estimated  the  church’s  borrowing  power 
at  $125,000  but  added,  “Our  dreams  are 
bigger,  so  we  hope  the  candle  sales  will 
enable  us  to  build  for  the  future  more 
adequately.” 


Plans  for  the  fellowship  hall  are  being 
drawn  up  and  the  cost  is  to  be  determin¬ 
ed,  said  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Lucinda 
Holmes. 

The  candles  come  in  six  colors  with 
varying  scents  and  are  made  from  a  spe¬ 
cial  petroleum  wax  developed  by  Mr. 
Ririe.  The  outer  shell  of  the  candle 
remains  intact  while  the  inner  candle 
bums  down,  letting  the  fire  glow  through. 
The  candle  pattern  was  made  from  an 
antique  glass  Mrs.  Ririe  found  during  an 
antique  hunting  jaunt. 

Candles  are  sold  in  their  Bartlesville 
store  for  $10,  but  churches  can  order 
quantities  of  candles  (six  or  more)  for 
$7.50  each.  They  can  be  ordered  by  call¬ 
ing  (918  )  336-0351  or  by  writing  Keepsake 
Candles,  Route  3,  Box  406K,  Bartlesville, 
OK  74003. 
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dies  fulbtime  this  fall. 
Edward  H.  Henderson  of  the 
department  said  LSU  may 


<a  r\j  l  wfF 


m  -*>*-«_  I) 
<  i-  >  o 

m  o  m  c~  o 
tj  m  oo  3 
o  2  r  tj 

X  H  c>: 

-h  m  03  m 


ilMTED 
I  METHODIST 

Church 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 


j  l|  LOUISIANA  , 

|  ^CONFERENCE/ 

>  ^  ^ 

An  edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 

NUMBER  12 

Send  P.O.  Form  3579  lo  P.O.  Box  221976,  Dallas.  Tx.  75222 

AUGUST  24.  1984 

Conference  Youth  Team  Elects  Officers 


I.  r..' 


Asbury  (Laf.)  Work  Crew  In  Baltimore 

A  Sr.  High  work  crew  from  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette, 
some  of  whom  are  shown  above,  built  an  outdoor  chapel  for  Christ  Church  for 
the  Deaf,  in  Baltimore.  Maryland  during  July.  The  work  camp  was  one  of  the 
projects  for  1984  set  by  the  youth  of  the  church.  Thirty-one  youth  and  counselors 
made  the  trip  and  lived  in  the  dorms  with  the  deaf  students.  Rev.  Weldon  Bares, 
one  of  Asbury's  ministers,  was  the  project  director. 


The  1984-85  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  Team  met  July  26-28  at  First  U.M.  Church 

Alexandria  for  their  annual  conference  Youth  Team  Training  event. 

With  31  youth  and  adult  leaders  present,  all  came  to  better  understand  their 
responsibilities  and  duties  as  C.Y.T.  members.  Also,  all  conference  youth  events 
dates  and  locations  were  selected  along  with  themes  and  itineraries  for  each  event. 

Newly  elected  C.Y.T.  officers  for  1984-85  are : 

President  —  Patrick  Balling  Ruston  District 

Vice  President  —  Sallye  Dillon  Lake  Charles  District 

Secretary  —  Melissa  Cooper  Shreveport  District 


Y.S.F.  North  —  Geoff  Hart 

Y.S.F.  South  —  Wes  Davis 

Youth  Outreach  Editor  —  Sid  Wall 
Also  elected  at  the  July  meeting  were 
representatives  and  alternate  representa¬ 
tives  to  the  Louisiana  Conference  Boards 
and  Agencies : 

Board  of  Church  and  Society 
Rep.  Bruce  Bell 
Alt.  Geoff  Hart 
Board  of  Discipleship 
Rep.  Kathy  Majestic 
Alt.  Julie  Cragon 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Rep.  Sonny  Soileau 
Alt.  Sallye  Dillon 
Board  of  Laity 
Rep.  Pat  Bolling 
Board  H.E.C.M. 

Rep.  Sid  Wall 


Alexandria  District 
B.R. /Hammond  District 
B.R. /Hammond  District 
Alt.  Geoff  Hart 

Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
Rep.  Wes  Davis 
Alt.  Cathy  Smith 

Commission,  Status  and  Role  of  Women 
Rep.  Jill  Thomason 
Alt.  Wes  Davis 
Committee  on  Nominations 
Rep.  Pat  Bolling 
Rep.  Sid  Wall 
Alt.  Geoff  Hart 
Alt.  Tony  Ducharme 
Council  On  Ministries 
Rep.  Pat  Bolling 
Rep.  Sallye  Dillon 
Alt.  Sonny  Soileau 
Alt.  Joe  Patterson 


Bicentennial  Emblem  Graces 
St.  Luke-Simpson(Lake  Charles) 

The  St.  Luke-Simpson  United  Methodist  Church  joined  many  others  in  celebrating 
the  Methodist  Bicentennial.  One  of  their  special  features  is  the  Bicentennial  Emblem 
which  has  been  installed  in  front  of  the  church  on  West  Jefferson  Drive.  It  was  painted 
and  constructed  by  Anabel  Copeland  and  Gene  Stutes. 

Among  other  bicentennial  activities,  has  been  the  gathering  of  histories  and 
pictures,  to  be  buried  in  time  capsules  which  will  be  opened  in  50  and  100  years. 

In  the  above  photo,  Ann  Rouse,  Chairperson  of  the  church’s  Bicentennial 
Committee,  (left),  and  Betsy  Robinson,  Chair  of  the  Council  on  Ministries,  stand  in 
front  of  the  emblem. 


International  Lesson  Series 


Into  Exile 


uomerence  camping  uraimmee 
Rep.  Sid  Wall 
Rep.  Kathy  Majestic 
Alt.  Wes  Davis 
Alt.  Melissa  Cooper 
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.ference  Director  of  Youth  Ministries, 
congratulates  each  of  the  new  youth 
leaders! 


LSU  Offers  New  Courses  In 
Religion  Studies 


Groundbreaking  Held  At  Wesley  Ray 

Ground  was  broken  on  July  12,  for  the  new  sanctuary  of  the  Wesley  Ray  United 
Methodist  Church’s  new  sanctuary.  The  charge  conference  approved  the  building  of  a 
$200,000  sanctuary.  The  congregation  has  accumulated  $80,000  in  a  building  fund  over 
the  last  several  years.  Rev.  Robert  N.  Brown  has  given  pastoral  leadership  for  the 
last  four  years,  leading  to  this  goal  of  the  congregation. 

In  spite  of  inclement  weather,  a  large  number  of  the  congregation  was  present  for 
the  Ground  Breaking  Ceremony.  Among  those  present  were  the  following:  Marshall 
Jefferson,  Jason  B.  Mark,  Geraldine  Jefferson.  Freddie  Jefferson.  Evelyn  Mark, 
Hattie  Foster,  Ruth  Owens,  Roxie  Roberts,  Teresa  Mark.  Lottie  Mark,  Glory  Brown, 
Clineson  Jefferson.  Harvey  Jefferson.  Jr..  Bennie  Mark.  Joannie  Jefferson.  Dewitt 
Mark.  Carrie  Horne  and  Jerry  Tinsey. 

Dr.  Stone  W.  Caraway.  District  Superintendent  of  the  NO/Slidell  District  and  Rev. 
Robert  N.  Brown,  the  pastor,  are  pictured  above  with  shovels. 


Five  new  courses  will  be  offered  at 
LSU  this  fall  in  connection  with  the 
establishment  of  the  University’s  new 
degree  program  in  religious  studies. 

Professor  John  H.  Whittaker,  director 
of  the  program,  said  the  courses  will 
bring  to  28  the  number  offered  in  LSU’s 
religious  studies  curriculum. 

He  said  two  new  faculty  members  are 
joining  the  LSU  program,  bringing  to 
five  the  number  of  Drofessors  teachim 

philosophy  department 
graduate  its  first  students  with  a  B.A. 
degree  in  religious  studies  in  December. 
The  University  has  offered  a  minor  in 
religious  studies  for  almost  three  years. 

Religious  studies  courses  to  be  taught 
for  the  first  time  include  the  religion  of 
Islam,  the  book  of  Job  and  other  wisdom 
literature  of  the  Old  Testament,  the 
Gospel  According  to  Matthew,  and 
readings  from  the  Hebrew  Bible, 
including  the  translation  and  analysis  of 
selections  from  the  Pentateuch. 

LSU  will  also  offer  a  course  on  the 
Jews  by  television  this  fall  in  conjunction 
with  WPBS-TV  in  Baton  Rouge  and  other 
public  television  stations. 

Other  courses  to  be  offered  this  fall 
include  the  philosophy  of  religion,  Paul 
and  early  Christianity,  psychological 
theories  of  religion,  comparative 
religions,  religions  of  China  and  Japan. 
Old  Testament,  and  New  Testament. 

The  new  faculty  members  joining 
James  Sigountos,  Whittaker,  and  Dr. 
Lester  Roubey,  a  specialist  in  the 
Hebrew  Bible  and  Jewish  studies,  are 
Dr.  Marion  Soards  of  the  General 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York  City 
and  Dr.  Robert  A.  Segal  of  Reed  College, 
Portland,  Ore. 

Soards  is  a  scholar  of  the  New 
Testament.  Segal  is  a  specialist  in  the 
religions  of  the  ancient  Near  East  and 
the  scientific  study  of  religions. 

Serving  again  as  a  theologian-in- 
residence  in  the  LSU  program  during 
September  and  October  will  be 
prominent  Belgian  theologian  Jaak 
Seynaeve,  a  professor  and  former 
president  at  Africa’s  only  theological 
school,  located  in  Zaire. 

Students  majoring  in  religious  studies 
at  LSU  must  complete  a  minimum  of  24 
hours  in  religious  studies  and  6  hours  of 
approved  electives.  There  also  are 
minimum  requirements  in  each  of  four 
fields,  Christianity,  Judaism,  Western 
religious  thought,  and  non-Judeo- 
Christian  religions. 

Whittaker  said  the  LSU  degree 
program  is  in  step  with  a  national  trend 
of  offering  more  courses  in  religious 


studies  at  state  and  private  universities 
and  reflects  a  surging  interest  of 
students  in  spiritual  matters. 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Associate  Pastor 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 
2  Kings  25: 1-12 

Israel  had  fallen  more  than  a  century 
earlier.  One  would  think  that  Judah 
would  take  heed  and  listen  to  the 
prophets.  But  the  last  kings  of  Judah 
were  not  willing  to  trust  in  the  Lord  God. 
They  continued  in  their  sinful  ways  and 
trusted  only  in  armaments  and  military 
alliances.  In  both  armaments  and 
alliances,  Judah  failed. 

During  the  last  few  years  of  Judah,  the 
leadership  deteriorated.  Josiah  was  a 
really  great  king  but  was  assassinated  on 
the  order  of  Pharaoh  Neco  of  Egypt.  The 
landholders  of  Judah,  who  had  been  the 
main  supporters  of  Josiah,  arranged  for 
Josiah’s  second  son.  Jehoahaz.  to 
become  king.  Jehoahaz  lasted  only  three 
months,  at  which  time  Neco  removed 
him  in  favor  of  Josiah's  eldest  son, 
Jehoiakim.  Judah's  leadership  was 
practically  nil  as  Jehoiakim  functioned 
as  a  puppet  king. 

Soon  Egyptian  power  began  to  fade  In 
605  B.C.  the  Babylonians  defeated  both 
the  Egyptians  and  the  Assyrians  and 
became  the  most  powerful  force  in  the 
Near  East.  Judah  remained  independent 
in  name  only  as  Jehoiakim  continued  to 
rule,  now  as  a  puppet  of  Babylon. 
Jehoiakim  revolved  and  was  put  to  death. 
His  son,  Jehoiachin,  came  to  the  throne 
but  was  forced  to  surrender  to 
Nebuchadnezzar  in  597  B.C.  The  king  and 
his  court,  ten  thousand  people  in  all  were 
taken  into  exile,  only  the  poorest  of  the 
The  Temple  -and-  the 
palace  were  looted  but  left  standing. 

Nebuchadnezzar  put  Zedekiah, 
another  of  Josiah’s  sons,  on  the  throne, 
the  last  king  to  rule  Judah.  In  the  end  he 
rebelled  against  the  Babylonians.  Our 
scripture  takes  up  the  story  at  this  point. 

It  was  in  598  B.C.  that  Nebuchadnezzar 
returned  to  besiege  Jerusalem.  The 
people  starved,  the  city  walls  were 
broken  through.  The  king  fled  but  was 
captured  near  Jericho.  They  "slew  the 
sons  of  Jedekiah  before  his  eyes,  and  put 


out  the  eyes  of  Zedekiah  ..."  This  was  to 
make  the  last  thing  for  Zedekiah  to  see 
the  bloody  death  of  his  two  sons. 

Jerusalem  was  finally  captured  in  586 
B.C.  The  city  was  destroyed.  Several 
thousand  people  were  forced  to  go  into 
exile.  It  was  a  terrible  time  but  the  proph¬ 
ets  had  warned  the  people  time  and  time 
again  that  to  continue  in  their  sins  would 
only  call  down  God’s  judgment  upon  the 
nation.  In  other  words,  the  Jewish 
prophets  believed  and  proclaimed  that 
God  was  in  charge  of  history  and  that 
God  used  even  nonbelievers  to  bring 
about  judgment  and  punishment  for  sins. 
Nebuchadnezzar  and  his  Babylonian 
armies  were  merely  God’s  agents 
carrying  out  God's  purpose,  even  though 
they  didn’t  realize  they  were  His  agents. 

The  Jews  went  into  exile  for  nearly 
fifty  years.  During  this  time  they  were 
about  a  thousand  miles  from  home,  on 
the  other  side  of  a  hostile  desert  in  a 
strange  land.  They  no  longer  had  a  king 
of  their  own.  They  possessed  no  land  or 
homes  or  anything  of  value.  The 
priesthood  was  dissolved,  the  Temple 
just  a  memory.  Many  families  were 
broken  up.  Certainly  they  had  no 
freedom.  It  was  a  terrible  time,  a  time  of 
despair,  a  time  when  the  future  looked 
very  bleak.  The  people  must  have 
reflected  on  the  forty  years  of  the  exodus 
and  hoped  that  they  would  be  led  back  to 
their  promised  land  once  again. 

After  the  half-century,  a  Persian  king 
began  his  conquest  of  the  known  world. 
Cyrus,  the  Persian,  conquered  Babylon 
and  gave  the  order  that  all  conquered 
people  could  return  to  their  native  land. 
A  way-was  finally-found  for  the  return  to 
Judah.  God  had  judged  them  but  he  had 
then  forgiven  their  sins.  Their  suffering 
in  exile  ending,  they  now  were  to  know 
God’s  love.  Are  we  punished  by  God  for 
our  sins?  Actually,  we  are  punished  not 
for  them  but  by  them.  By  its  very  nature 
sin  has  the  seed  of  judgment  in  it.  We,  by 
sinning,  bring  about  our  own  exiles  when 
we  dull  our  consciences  and  compromise 
our  convictions.  Judah  never  learned 
from  Israel’s  example.  Have  we  learned 
from  Judah’s  or  anyone’s  example? 


Crum  Is  New 


Dr.  Simmons  Gave  Lectures 


Communications  ^t  Ecumenical  Institute  in  Geneva 
Secretary 


Linda  Crum,  above,  of  Jackson, 
Louisiana,  and  a  graduate  of  Louisiana 
College  in  Pineville,  is  the  new 
Communications  secretary  and  Editorial 
Assistant.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Mrs. 
Letha  S.  Croswell  and  the  late  John  F. 
Crum  of  Jackson. 

Linda  majored  in  communications  and 
drama  at  Louisiana  College  and  also 
worked  on  the  staff  of  the  College  paper. 
During  her  senior  year,  Linda  interned  at 
a  Pineville  radio  station  (KPAL)  as  news 
reporter.  She  is  now  working  with  the 
Baton  Rouge  Little  Theatre  as  stage 
manager,  among  other  things,  and  is  a 
member  of  Parkview  Baptist  Church. 

She  will  function  as  a  secretary  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries,  part  of  which 
includes  the  layout  and  typing  of  The 
Louisiana  United  Methodist,  and  as 
circulation  manager  of  the  paper.  In 
addition,  she  will  serve  as  secretary  for 
Rev.  Elwood  Fleming,  the  Director  of 
Communications. 


STATE  UMW  MEETING 

Trinity  UM  Church,  Ruston 
September  14  &  15, 1984 


Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons,  right,  pastor 
of  the  St.  Luke-Simpson  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Lake  Charles,  recently 
returned  from  three  weeks  of  study  at  the 
Institute  de  Ecumenique  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland.  Some  47  persons  from  29 
countries  and  21  denominations  attended 
this  year’s  seminar.  Dr.  Simmons  was 
one  of  three  American  ministers  chosen 
to  participate. 

Sponsored  by  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  the  Institute  concentrates  on 
dialogue  on  world  issues  and  theology 
Dr.  Simmons  lectured  on  the  local 
church  perspective  in  the  southern 
United  States.  He  was  also  selected  as 
the  respondent  for  lectures  given  by  a 
Roman  Catholic  Cardinal,  and  East 
German  pastor,  and  the  Anglican 
Archbishop. 

In  1973-1984,  Dr.  Simmons  was  one  of 
three  Americans  selected  from 
candidates  throughout  the  United  States 
to  attend  the  Graduate  School  of 
Ecumenical  Studies  at  the  Geneva 
Institute.  He  participated  in  this  nine 


Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons 
month  indepth  program  as  the 
"Methodist  Fellow."  a  scholarship  given 
by  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 


Persons,  Churches  and  Events 


The  officers,  members  and  friends  of 
the  Norwood  Circuit  (Asbury,  Mount 
Carmel  and  Wesley  Churches)  recently 
celebrated  the  retirement  of  Rev.  James 
A.  Smith  after  25  years  of  service.  A 
special  program  was  held  with  Dr. 
Kenneth  R.  Reed,  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  District  Superintendent,  as 
the  guest  speaker  for  the  occasion. 

Carolyn  A.  Stokes,  a  teacher  in  the 
Orleans  Parish  Schools  and  a  member  of 
Peck  United  Methodist  Church  is 
resigning  her  teaching  position  to  pursue 
a  career  in  the  ministry  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  She  will  enroll  in 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  this  fall.  Carolyn  is  a 
certified  lay  speaker  in  the  UM  Church. 


chaplain  for  Lousiana’s  World  Fair 
ministries  and  is  the  secretary  for  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal.  She  has 
a  daughter,  Karn  Jevan. 

The  Aurora  United  Methodist  Church, 
of  New  Orleans  held  a  Seminar  on  Drug 
Abuse,  sponsored  by  the  Family  Life 
Committee  of  the  church,  on  July  24. 
Panel  participants  were  Dr.  Holmes  of 
the  Baptist  Rescue  Mission,  Rev.  Kent 
Murphy  of  the  Hebert  Chemical 
Dependency  Unit  and  Mr.  Nick  Licata,  a 
parent  who  has  dealt  with  the  drug 
problem  in  his  own  family.  Dr.  Byrl 
Moreland  is  the  pastor  of  the  Aurora 
Church. 

Rev.  Julius  Jefferson,  pastor  of  Peck 


United  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
was  chosen  to  lead  a  series  of  workshops 
on  "Church  Structure  and  History”  at 
the  6th  Annual  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal  Youth  Conference,  held 
July  26-29,  at  Drew  University,  Madison, 
New  Jersey.  The  last  conference  was 
held  at  Dillard  University,  New  Orleans. 

The  Ingleside  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Baton  Rouge  featured  “Shoe  boxes  for 
Liberty,"  in  this  year’s  Vacation  Church 
School.  Ten  boxes  were  sent  to  Honduras. 
Included  in  them  were  items  the  children 
brought  from  home  and  a  Spanish 
Language  New  Testament.  A  collection 
of  $54.00  was  sent  to  the  United  Methodist 
Children’s  Fund. 


Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.  pastor  of  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
has  been  chosen  to  preach  at  the  Upper 
Room  Chapel,  Nashville,  on  September 
12.  He  returns  on  November  14-15  to  lead 
a  seminar  on  “Theology  from  the  Under 
Side’’  for  the  staff  of  The  Upper  Room. 

Mission  Emphasis  Sunday  was 
observed  July  22.  by  the  Winbourne  and 
Istrouma  congregations  of  Baton  Rouge. 
Child  care  ministries  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  were  featured.  Resource 
leaders  for  the  day  were  Rev.  Conrad 
Edwards  from  Methodist  Home  of  New 
Orleans;  and  Rev.  Doug  Williams  from 
the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in 
Ruston.  Rev.  Edward  Pickens  is  the 
pastor  of  both  churches. 


The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 

DO  — 

1.  Get  more  members  in  your  church  to  subscribe.  The  cost  is  $8.00  per  year, 
$6.00  for  the  All  Family  Plan. 

2.  Send  your  change  of  address  to  The  Reporter  Office  in  Dallas  when  you 
move,  not  to  the  Conference  Office. 

DO  NOT  — 

1.  Send  pictures  and  articles  to  The  Reporter  at  Dallas.  They  have  to  return 
them  to  us.  All  editorial  work  is  done  at  the  Conference  Office. 

2.  Send  large  group  pictures  to  The  Louisiana  United  Methodist,  with  so  many 
persons  that  we  lose  characteristics  when  reducing  the  half  tone;  or  small 
pictures  of  large  groups,  as  the  same  problem  presents  itself.  When  sending 
pictures,  remember  that  two  columns  will  be  the  widest  that  can  be  printed, 
due  to  so  many  contributors  and  only  one  page  per  week. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 


Walter  L.  Underwood.  Bishop 
Harvey  G.  Williamson. 
Council  Director 


Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 
Linda  Crum, 
Editorial  Assistant 


527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La  70821 


A  UMR  Interpretive  Analysis 

Gty  of  Faith:  Too  heavy  a  vision  or  one  that  should  be  saved? 


t  TTniftprf  Methodists,  amt  United 
■teBto  Methodism  as  a  denomination,  canid 

sdism  doesn't  know  what  benefit  from  Mir.  Roberts’  Iifekmg  an¬ 
il  with  Oral  Roberts.  phasic  on 

r  in  the  power  of  Sad. 
rand  college  president  re-affiliated  The  gradual  abandonment  of  that  part  of 

i  abounded  regarding  his  mnr»  n»«4pnn«qhli>  rhan  any  other  underlv- 


Athlete’s  ordeal  a 
Christian  allegory 


■w  KLTA  G.  KlIBL$YE\ 


Letters  to  the  Editor 
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Regional  youth  rally  draws  2,000 

Thunderous  replies  show  they’re  enthused  about  church 


By  SUSAN  C  ARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

KBBBMS  CITY,  Mb.  —  “Are  you  proud. 


The  tfhind«»ring  answer  of  applause. 
qftmilB.aBdwhisripsniaife'ileleartliatthe 

2,000  United:  Methodist  teen-agers 
pOWrpd  in  Kansas  City  last  week,  for 
“ftarlamation  84,”  the  first  youth  rally 
of  its  in  14  years,  were  “fired  up” 
ahwit?  hrihnging  to  the  church. 

The  same  question  and  answers  rang 
rwatafly  during  the  four-day  rally, 
i-  time  with  mare  eitfausiasm.  as  the 
r  gathered  steam  from  sem- 


“We  were  hoping  for  this,”  said  Hoy 
Stewart!  gnnrrfinatoenf  youth  nrimstry  in: 
the  UMC’s  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 


The  result,  he  added,  was  a  generation 
of  young,  people  lacking  a  firm  spiritual 
foundation  and  a  clear  idea  of  what  it 
meant  to  be  L  mted  Methodist. 

The  idea  for  the  rally  came  from  the 
jurisdictional  youth  t*»«m  two  years  ago 
when  a  team  member  was  dying  of 
cancer  and  other  team;  members  “dirinft 
havethe  tools  to  deal  with  the  pain.  ”  Mr 
Stewart  said 

It  made  them  painfully  aware  that  they 
didn’t  know  their  Billies  enough  to  know 
where  to  turn,  he  said  They  said  they 
needed  creative  ways  to  study  their 
Rihlps,  but  they  also  wanted  fellowship 
and  concerts.  Mr.  Stewart  said 

The  upshot  was  four  tightly  scheduled 
days  of  singing  Bible  study  and 
devotianals  in  the  morning,  seminars  in 
the  afternoon  and  Christian  concerts  and 


“Today's  (secular)  rock  doesn't havea 
whole  lot  of  meaning,  but  we  like  the 
beat.”  said  Pamela  Richardson,  18,  of 
Scottsbluff.  .Neb.  ‘With.  Christian  rock, 
we’re  able  to  enjoy  the  words  and  the 
beat  too,  ” 

The  rally  featured  two  major  rock 
concerts  —  one  with,  Kathy  TroccoIL,  a 
hard-driving  rock-and- roller  from  Nash¬ 
ville,  and  one  with  singer/  songwriter 
and  United  methudist  layman  Gene 
Cotton.  Both  artists  witnessed  to  their 


singer/ songwriter  team  Dallas,  and 
Ynhann  .Anderson,  a  former  staff 
member  witii  Young  Lite  in  California 
who  recently  wrote  a 


groups. 

On  the  final  day.  a  jazz  concert  by  the 
Howard  Hanger  Jazz  Fantasy  was 
offered  While  it  had  a  different  heat,  it 
was  ■similar  in.  its  affirmation:  of  the 


i  creating  a  lot  of  country  clubs.  ”  he 


And  while  there  were  opportunities  to 
lt»»m  to  study  the  Bible,  the  gl»e  that 
held  the  rally  together  was  the  concerts, 
most  of  the  young  participants  agreed 


the  2,000  teen-agers'  absolute  atten¬ 
tion. 

A  song  protecting  nuclear  armament 

sung  by  Mr  Cotton,  prompted  youth 
from  three  churches  at  the  rally  to:  write 
a  letter  to  President  Reagan  asking  him 
to  “Please  go  to  the  arms  talks  .  .  .  we 
want  to'  five  past  the  year  2005.”  The 
letter  was  circulated  tor  signatures  and 
sent  to  the  president. 

Music  prevailed  throughout  the  rally 
with  mini-concerts  by  Jim  Newton,  a 


“The  concerts  have  been  totally  dif¬ 
ferent  team  what  most  of  os  are  used 
to,”  said  Heaths*  Ernst,  C,  of  Norfolk. 
Neb.  “We  listen  to  the  words  because 
they  have  a  message 
“This  whole  thing  has  been  pretty 
overwhelming,”  she  said  “This  many 


than  1  ever  expected.  You  can't  help  hut 
pklngtiMirfiip  iilhuli  Ilk  rfimrrfti 
While  music  was  a  highlight  at  the 
rally,  the  bulk  of  its  agenda  was  made  up 
of  instructive  seminars  and  speakers, 
according  to  Bob  Cagle  and  Bill  Wolfe, 
both  resource  consultants  team  the 
L  MCs  General  Board  of  Disapfieship. 

'We  want  youth  to  take  a 


not  when  they  grow  up  not  when  they 
get  a  driver's  license  but  right  now.'" 
Mr.  CagiesauL 

Mr.  Cagle,  who  led  a  seminar  an  self 
acceptance,  said  planners  wanted  to 
expos 
ways! 

“Studies  tell  us  that  United  Methodist 
youth  enjoy  the  fact  that  they  have  the 
freedom  to  make  their  awn  decision.  ’ 
Mr  Waite  said  But  that  can  be  lonely  he 
said,  anrf  the  seminars 1 


tear  down  the  wails  that  prevail  in 
society. 

availing  his  eariy  days  in  racially 
torn  Misassippi.  he  said  be  saw 
members  of  his  church  “fan fit  walls’' 
around  themselves  when  a  hlfabo  man 
was  shot  in  front  of  the  < 
hometown,  and  they 
to  talk  about  it  The  smne  thing  is  going 
an  now.  be  told  them,  only  in  Central 
America  and  other  parts  of  the  wrli 
“Which,  side  are  yon  an*’’'  be  askentfaem. 

r  a  wall 


rally  several  stones  about  growing  up 
witttin  the  Indian  culture  that  led  him  to 
his  own  discovery  of  God  or  what  he  once 
knew  only  as  “The  Mystery 

Ruf  like  earing  or  drmking  “no  one 
else  ran  do  it  far  you.”  he  said  “You 
most  discover  The  Mystery  tor  yonr- 
eff.” 

Many  youth  and  adult  leaders  alike 
agreed  that  this-  rally  ought  be  a  model 
that  the  denomination  con id  repeat  n 
other  areas  or  maybe  offer  once  again  an 


“We  made  a  definite  attempt  not  toted 

them  the* 

in  Bible  study  We  tried  to  help  them  get 
the  p»p*TPs.  but  them  search  for  the 
answers  themselves.  ”  Mr  Wolfe  said. 
More  than  a  dozen  seminars  were  hef c£ 


Dayton  Edmonds,  a  Native  A meriran 
United  Methodist  church,  and  cnmmHmty 


As  the  Discipieship  board’s  Mr  Cagle 
anted,  the  denomination  began  losing 
members  about  the  same  time  d  ship¬ 
ped  holding  youth  rallies  14  years  a@i. 


•  Sharing  L  mted  Methodist  beliefs 


•  Wit  ling  mfwtfa*-  ^ftpp-fanitfy  puzzle 

•  Cults 


Future  bishops  in  croicd? 


He  knew  just  what  they 


beefing  like,  he  said 
Forty-five  years  ago.  be.  too.  bad 
gone  to  a  Methodist  youth  rally.  And 
while  he  didn't  realize  it  then,  the 
“seeds  planted  by  the  Holy  Spirit  took 
rant  blossomed  and  bloomed  in  my 
fife.  ”  he  said. 

“The  Spirit  of  God.  is  alive  and 
working  here  tonight,  too.”  Ik  said, 
^rnrlmg  before  clnsing  in  prayer.  No 
one  could  know  how  many  future 
bishops  or  other  church  leaders  joined 
with  him  ur  that  prayer 

-SUSAN  CASHOUL 


United  Methodist  giving  still  below  national  average 


By  DOlJGLI^CWUXV 


principally  chat  way.” 


sharing  Che  Good  News  in  surd  a 
rhnr  it  opens  up  the  possibility  fee  a 
a  meaningful 


studied  hr  the  report  gave  DtsgTpfeshrpi  “According  to  statistics  nltfliiinl|  Mtiedfart 
d  giving  to  JZ»®  js  annually  to  support  church  fi'iwv  the  National  Conned  of  fh nrrdie*^  on  both,  rhe  de 


dm  T  eqriaur  those 
ad  New  members 
usually  don't  hear  about  grvmg  until  he 


have  any  plan,  to,  raise  the  level  af  giving 
hear  nwmfars  ”  Mir  Mille*  sand 


Religion  tops  national  charities 


[received  S3! 


rased  hr  Jafiy.  sftuws 
of  112  Protestant 


Using 


Consequently .  the-  report  says.,  growth 
i  gjvrag  to  churches  requited  from, 

Mr  Miller  noted  that  one  at  the 
Chang  results-  from  a  E3TJ  Gallop  poll  church's  Largest 
on,reagiiMsprefer«icE5.tlteaimtH!aising  not  hadt  a,  MMuhe  staff  person  wsrtong 
report  paints-  a  statistical!  profile  on  the  wrr. y»»nre 

tefls  ml 'otfs,  befit 

•  Some  percent  of  ad  .American  g 

on  i>»r  figures,  recorded  the  highest 
percentage  gain  among  the  H2 
listed  —  aa>  percent.  But 

Nc«  strategy 

proparthm  or  church  membership  wdft  T4 
percent.  The  South,  gikees  a  dose  second 
imnressed  to  S9&.4ST.  BUt  rtfan  jump.  dfaf  with  12  percent.  The  Wet  is  the  fewest 

with:  18  pennmlt 

•  PteogLe  with,  gractesghoof:  etma/Smm 
m^te  op.  the  group  with  the  hi^iBSi  per- 
inmtogeaf  cftnrgfr  membfirsfirp — 73L. 

•  SiaHy-one  percent  of  he  pspuiaCmn 
between  agE5  IX  and  28  dam  church 

Seventfr-dhy  Adventists-  topped  the  Hist!  member^rp.  That  increases  to  XE  ^ 
with)  average-  amnall  tadlEiBMlfi—  of  per  vent  among,  pers^ms  So  and  ofifer.  ... 

$710162  pear  person  Menders  of  the  *  ©M?  M  percent  of  thsse  heftmSB  -  -  ,.|  |ft[- 

"  ’  "  ’  "  "  "  “  Ci 

Ezra  Earl 


utifiaffost  tfheUUBCsinuihnig.) 

Gnffi  Anrenean  Baptists  arming-  the  12 
(fegnnrinatians  gave  Bros  thmr  United 
Methodists.  he  report  shuws  Amenean 
Baptiste  contnntiuted  me  average-  of 
S^28p*srpersim 


West,  Midwest  lead 
in  per-capita  giving 

Reporter  Skiff  Special  SZUkM  m  EHBZL.  op  tram  5B9Hi.a£  The 

L  rated  Methudist  Churches  at  the  West  SaaCfeeffisCerTt  Jkunsdwrtnnrr  recorded 
and  MSuh»esG  reraiae  feirgkf  pfir-eapria  avera^-EaRZpfir-peTsoir^vuigaf  S3C*a. 
than  g—gnpi—  dfiewhiae  ap&nunKBt^: 


canunbuDuiTs  The  average  Crated 
Nfettaft fist  in  Alaska  gave  S*W.25-  ra  CHE. 


Four  of  the  top  I 
that  far  per-persem  giving  rare  in  the  Weitera 
JtarTsdictiim  Another  tour  are-  in  he 
North,  CmtcaE  JonsdictiuiL 
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to  any  aher  cate^ry  af  « 
mqpflrt  rays,  Hftwpitelk 
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week  During  C9KP,.  :»  percenC  of 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


World  Methodist  Campmeeting 
enlivened  by  evangelistic  spirit 


AUGUST  24. 1984 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

OCEAN  GROVE.  N.J.  -  The  historic 
“Great  Auditorium”  here  rang  with 
Methodist  spirit  for  eight  consecutive 
days  and  nights  during  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Campmeeting  Aug.  5-12. 

In  one  evening’s  revival-style  worship 
service,  new  Bishop  Leontine  Kelly  is¬ 
sued  the  kind  of  challenge  to  active  disci- 
pleship  and  evangelism  that  was  heard 
throughout  the  week. 

“It  is  time  for  the  church  to  start  push¬ 
ing  out  its  walls  and  stop  waiting  for 
people  to  come  to  them,”  Bishop  Kelly 
insisted.  “It  is  time  to  go  to  the  people,  go 
out  into  the  streets,  go  out  with  Bible 
study  and  start  house  churches.  " 

Similar  calls  for  Christian  action  were 
issued  daily  in  various  languages  and 
dialects  by  World  Methodist  leaders 
from  such  countries  as  Kenya,  Fiji,  Sing¬ 
apore  and  England.  Their  appeals  caught 
the  ears  of  enthusiastic  Methodist  layper¬ 
sons,  clergy,  families  and  youth  from  the 
United  States  and  around  the  world. 

Total  attendance  at  all  services  was 


estimated  at  13,000,  with  an  estimated 
3,000  present  at  opening  and  closing  wor¬ 
ship  services. 

They  came  together  hoping  to  rekindle 
John  Wesley’s  spirit  of  religious  outreach 
while  also  celebrating  American  Method¬ 
ism’s  Bicentennial. 

The  Rev.  George  Morris,  professor  of 
evangelism  at  UM-related  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  explained: 

“We  are  here  to  recapture  for  the 
Methodist  movement  the  spirit  of  evan¬ 
gelism.  One  reason  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  changed  from  a 
'movemental  church’  into  a  ‘monumen¬ 
tal  church’  is  because  it  lost  evangelical 
preaching. 

A  call  to  Wesleyan  roots 

“As  a  result,  we  lost  our  identity, 
vitality,  vocation  and  sense  of  urgency. 
This  campmeeting  is  a  powerful  symbol 
calling  us  back  to  our  Wesleyan  roots.” 

Campmeeting  participants  set  about 
regaining  Wesley’s  zeal  via  traditional 
campmeeting  activities.  Seminars  on 
Methodism  were  held  under  large  tents 


Gains  by  UMC  women 
called  ‘extraordinary’ 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Doubling  the  number  of  active  women 
bishops  this  summer  (from  one  to  two)  is 
just  one  sign  of  what  one  observer  calls 
the  “extraordinary”  recent  rise  of  wom¬ 
en  in  the  United  Methodist  clergy. 

Women  now  total  4.7  percent  of  all  or¬ 
dained  elders  serving  local  churches, 
according  to  the  denominations  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

Of  those  845  local  church  pastors,  about 
half  have  become  elders  during  the  last 
three  years,  said  the  Rev.  Kathy  Nicker¬ 
son,  staff  member  with  the  Nashville- 
based  board. 

And  another  437  women  are  serving  lo¬ 
cal  churches  as  deacons  in  preparation  to 
become  elders. 

Futhermore,  the  acceleration  of  wom¬ 
en  moving  into  leadership  positions  be¬ 
yond  the  local  church  is  extraordinary, 
said  Nan  Self,  a  chief  executive,  of  the 
denomination’s  General  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women. 

She  told  the  Reporter  that  until  1964,  no 
clergywoman  had  been  elected  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  five  jurisdictional  (regional) 
conferences  that  elect  bishops. 

In  1964,  the  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Pow¬ 
ers  was  the  only  jurisdictional  clergy- 
woman  delegate,  Ms.  Self  said.  Ms.  Pow¬ 
ers  was  a  delegate  to  the  North  Central 
Jurisdictional  Conference. 

The  surge  in  the  20  years  since  then  has 
been  incredible,  Ms.  Self  said. 

This  summer,  nearly  10  percent  of  the 
some  970  clergy  delegates  at  the  jurisdic¬ 
tional  conferences  were  women. 


Those  conferences  made  up  of  equal 
numbers  of  lay  and  clergy  delegates  — 
elected  two  women  bishops  (Bishops 
Judith  Craig  and  Leontine  Kelly).  Cler- 
gywomen  now  have  about  the  same  re¬ 
presentation  among  the  active  bishops 
(4.3  percent)  as  among  all  ordained 
elders.  The  first  woman  bishop,  the  Rev. 
Marjorie  Matthews,  was  elected  in  1980 
and  retires  this  summer. 

One  of  the  smallest  subgroups  among 
the  clergy  now  has  one  of  its  number 
among  the  bishops.  Only  67  of  United 
Methodism’s  ordained  elders  are  ethnic 
minority  women;  Bishop  Kelly  is  one  of 
them. 

In  four  annual  conferences,  more  than 
10  percent  of  the  elders  serving  local 
churches  are  women;  Maine  (15  per¬ 
cent),  New  Hampshire  (13.3  percent), 
California-Nevada  where  Bishop  Kelly 
was  assigned  (11.7  percent)  and  Balti¬ 
more  (10.1  percent). 

The  doubling  in  the  number  of  clergy- 
women  every  few  years  prompted  the 
Rev.  Martha  Orphe  to  wonder,  in  a  peri¬ 
odical  she  edits  for  UM  clergywomen, 
whether  the  ordained  ministry  might  be 
considered  a  “female  profession”  in  100 
years.  She  noted  that  “female  positions” 
such  as  those  of  teachers,  nurses,  secre¬ 
taries,  clerks  and  office  workers  today 
were  considered  “male  positions”  at  the 
time  of  the  Civil  War. 

“The  impact  of  women  entering  non- 
traditional  jobs  is  creating  important 
changes  that  have  promoted  the  accep¬ 
tance  and  the  empowerment  of  women  in 
both  the  churches  and  the  larger  soci¬ 
ety,”  she  wrote. 


and  in  many  of  Ocean  Grove's  historic 
buildings. 

In  campmeeting  tradition,  major 
preaching  services  each  morning  fea¬ 
tured  six  ministers  speaking  simultane¬ 
ous  at  different  locations.  Also  fiery 
preaching  coupled  with  aggressive  invi¬ 
tations  to  Christian  discipleship  were  of¬ 
fered  at  nightly  “evangelical  happen¬ 
ings.” 

Methodism’s  diversity  was  explored 
through  22  daily  seminars.  The  two-hour 
sessions,  covered  topics  ranging  from 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  Methodism  in  the  Sovi¬ 
et  Union. 

History  commemorated 

About  1,000  campmeeting  registrants 
looked  on  as  American  Methodism’s 
200th  anniversary  was  commemorated 
through  a  historical  enactment  on  a 
nearby  beach. 

From  the  Atlantic  Ocean  “Thomas 
Coke”  emerged  in  a  row  boat.  He  was 
met  by  “Francis  Asbury,”  who  rode  up 
on  horseback.  The  two  early  Methodist 
figures  then  led  the  audience  to  a  tent 
where  “Mr.  Coke”  and  “Mr.  Asbury” 
presented  the  historical  background 
about  themselves. 

An  unspoken  goal  of  the  campmeeting 
was  to  promote  communication  and 
sharing  between  Methodists  of  the  world, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Alan  Walker, 
director  of  evangelism  for  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

“This  is  God’s  plan  to  bring  everyone 
together  in  peace.  We  want  the  Method¬ 
ists  here  to  be  exposed  to  the  exciting 
things  that  are  happening  in  the  90  coun¬ 
tries  where  Methodism  flourishes,”  he 
said. 

This  goal  seemed  to  be  accomplished 
many  times  over  during  the  campmeet¬ 
ing.  Meeting  and  talking  with  interna¬ 
tional  Methodists  was  a  catalyst  for 
change  in  his  ministry,  admitted  the 
Rev.  Elford  Houff,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  from  Ashville,  Ohio. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 

CHAPLAIN  S  POSITION  AVAILABLE  Ordained 
United  Methodist  Minister,  background  in  education. 
Will  be  responsible  for  developing  and  implementing 
Christian  Education  Program  on  the  campus  of  the 

RIO  —  December  26- January  2  —  Via  Pan- Am 
Deluxe  Beach  Hotel  Buffet  breakfast  daily.  City 
Tour  —  Much  More.  Bess  Loudermilk,  3339  Milton, 
Dallas.  Texas  75205 

approximately  225  Native  American  students.  Also 
responsible  for  student  counseling,  church  services 
for  staff,  student  body  and  the  community.  Teach 
courses  in  Bible  Study,  ethics  and  humanities  or 

FOR  SALE:  Leaded  Stained  Glass  Windows,  good 
condition,  varying  sizes  and  shapes.  Call:  (919)  438- 
8791.  Write:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Henderson,  N.C.  27536. 

programs  &  developing  community  outreach 
programs.  Preference  given  to  qualified  Native 
American.  Send  resume  to:  Navajo  Methodist 
Mission  School,  1200  W.  Apache,  Farmington,  N.M. 

THE  WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  Conference  of 

the  United  Methodist  Church  is  seeking  a  Treasurer- 
Business  Manager.  Salary  Range  S24.500-$28.500, 
housing  allowance,  utilities,  travel  and  benefits 
Position  available  April  1, 1985.  Send  resume  by  Oct. 

1  to:  Rev.  Wesley  E.  Blaha,  219  Center  Road, 
Monroeville.  Pa.  15146. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S  POSITION  AVAILABLE. 
College  preparatory  high  school  for  gifted  Navajo 
students.  Master's  Degree  in  School  Administration 
with  experience  preferred.  Plan,  direct  and 
coordinate  the  spiritual  life  program  &  over-all 
institution  program  for  approximately  225  Native 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  Alaska  Childrens 
Services.  Inc.  The  Executive  Director  is  the  chief 
administrative  officer  of  a  large,  complex, 
voluntary,  residential  child  care  agency.  The 
agency,  located  in  Anchorage,  Alaska,  is  supported 
in  part  by  four  national  church  bodies,  has  a  staff  of 
approximately  160  and  has  a  multi-million  dollar 
budget.  Position  requires  a  Master's  level  degree 
'MBA,  MPA,  MSW.  or  closely  related  field).  Must 
have  previous  experience  in  high  level 
administrative  capacity  and  specific  experience  in 
the  following  areas:  resource  development, 
personnel  management,  PR  and  communication 
skills,  successful  working  relationship  in  the  church, 
and  working  with  voluntary  Board  of  Directors  and 
with  government  regulatory  and  funding  agencies 
Salary  up  to  $60,000  DOE  Please  send  resume  as 
soon  as  possible  to:  Alaska  Children's  Services, 
ATTN  Search  Committee,  4600  Abbott  Road. 
Anchorage,  Alaska  99507  EOE 

plan  and  administer  the  budget,  select  and  supervise 
personnel,  supervising  &  maintaining  of  property 
and  interpreting  the  work  of  the  agency  with  the 
community  and  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Preference  given  to  qualified  Native  American.  Send 
resume  to:  Navajo  Methodist  Mission  School,  1200  W. 
Apache,  Farmington,  N.M  87401.  Salary  negotiable 
with  good  benefits 

NEW  POSITION  TO  OPEN:  Christian  Education 
Director.  Salary  and  house  provided.  540  member 
church.  Contact:  Rev  Larry  Maddin,  P.O  Box  712, 
Jennings.  La  70546  018)  824-4079 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC:  Half  time  position  offered 
Annual  salary.  $8,000.  Active  established  music 
program  in  600  member  church.  Require  experience 
with  vocal  and  handbell  choirs.  Send  resume  attn:  R. 

L  Peterson,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  243  S. 
Broadway.  Redondo  Beach,  Calif.  90277,  (213  )  372- 

EXCITING  OPPORTUNITIES!  Full-time  staff 
positions  open  immediately  Restart.  Inc.,  provides 
shelter,  training,  counseling  for  the  jobless  and 
homeless  Program  Coordinator,  Resident  Manager 

HANDBEXLS  ADD  AN  Indefinable  extension  to  your 
church's  ministry  Write  or  call  Claude  Ward 
Associates,  3616  Coral  Gables  Drive.  Dallas,  Texas 
75229  <214)357-0017 

team  possibility).  Some  experience  necessary.  Send 
resumes  or  call:  Schaefer.  3811  Oak  Lawn.  Dallas, 
Texas  75219  <  214)521-7790. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Ministries  600 
members.  Inquiry  to  Rev  Hal  Cowart,  Trinity 
Heights  United  Methodist  Church,  Flagstaff.  Ariz 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  for  a  1.250  member  church  in 

<602  )  526-1397  Sept  1. 

fast  growing  area.  Part-time  position  available  with 
negotiable  salary  based  on  experience.  Responsi¬ 
bilities  include  three  choirs,  two  handbell  choirs, 
direction  of  musical  events,  and  music  education. 
Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Box 
1317,  Bradenton.  Florida  33506-1317 

EXCITING  MISSION  STUDY  Tour  to  Korea  S?pt  26 
to  Oct.  17,  Pacific  &  Southwest  Conference  BGM. 
Small  group  will  see  much  that  tourists  never  see, 
historical  sites,  Methodist  institutions:  3  days  Hong 
Kong.  $1,700.  Darell  Weist,  Box  6006,  Pasadena. 
Calif.  91102.  ) 

COLLEGE  PRESIDENT:  Applications  sought  from 
qualified  individuals  with  terminal  degree  for 
president  of  Sue  Bennett  College,  a  United  Methodist 

WANT  TO  BUY:  Used  paper  folder  Write  to:  West 
Tulsa  United  Methodist  Church.  1923  South  Phoenix. 
Tulsa.  Oklahoma  74107  or  call  (918)  5R3-512S 

Chairperson,  Presidential  Search  Committee,  199 
Elizaville  Avenue,  Flemingsburg.  Ky.  41041 
Deadline  for  applications  is  October  15. 1984 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  United  Methodists:  Now  more 
than  ever  we  need  Affirmation.  Write  P.O  Box  1021. 
Evanston.  Ill  60204  J 

EXPERIENCE  INDIA  with  Bob  Nave,  lormer  UM 
Missionary.  Speaks  fluent  Hindi.  24-day  tours  Oct 
and  Jan  Has  conducted  6  India  tours.  Free 
brochures  from  5835  Lyndale  Ave.,  South. 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest’’  Write 
UMDF,  Room  303B,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 

N  Y  10115 

Minneapolis.  Minn.  55419. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC/EDUCATION  is  sought  by 
FUMC  Tahoka,  Texas.  This  rural  congregation  of  400 
members  has  four  octaves  of  hand  bells  and  a 
growing  children's  and  youth  department  Salary  is 
negotiable  with  qualifications.  Housing  and 
insurance  are  part  of  salary  package  Gene  Wisdom. 
Box  500.  Tahoka ,  Texas  79373.  < 806 )  998  4909 

Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Completely 
furnished  efficiencies  $125  week,  $400  four  weeks; 
Clayton  Calhoun,  P.O.  Box  1138,  Waynesville,  N.C. 
28786,  <704)627-6067 

NEED  A  FUND  Raiser?  Publish  a  Group  Cookbook ! 
Free  brochure,  estimates  We  also  specialize  in 
church  and  family  histories.  Sanders  Printing,  Box 
160- M2.  Garretson.  S.D.  57030.  (605  )  594-3427 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  Manager  and  Financial 
Administrator  with  general  overall  business 
operating  experience  in  staff  management, 
accounting,  finance,  personnel,  procurement,  data 
processing,  forecasting,  budgeting  and  reporting. 

NEEDED  AT  ONCE:  Youth  Director,  salary 
negotiable,  send  resume  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O  Box  216.  El  Reno.  Okla  7.30.36 

supervision  of  maintenance  and  custodial  activities. 
Must  be  capable  of  preparing  methods,  policies, 
procedures,  and  system  for  each  of  these  operations 
Salary  and  benefits  negotiable  Send  resume  and 

EVERYTHING  NEEDED  for  small  broadcasting 
studio  Ideal  for  church  use  Formerly  used  for  cable 
system  studio  $15,000  W  H  Graham.  Box  1. 
Ixivington,  N  M  88260  <  505>  396-2747 

Methodist  Church,  731  E.  Fairlane  Avenue.  Orlando. 
Florida  32809.  phone  (305)  855-3910. 

FOR  A  GUIDE  to  A  Calm  and  Confident  Life  send  $3 
toFaith,  Box  1681,  Fairfield  Glade.  Tenn  38555 

OCEAN  GROVE,  N.J.  —  Methodist  ministers  portraying  Francis  Asbury  and  Thomas  Coke  enacted  the  historical 
seaside  meeting  of  the  two  early  Methodist  leaders  during  the  World  Methodist  Campmeeting  here.  In  the  role  of 
“Mr.  Coke,”  the  Rev.  Jeffrey  Jones  (left)  paddled  in  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  in  a  row  boat.  He  was  met  by  the  Rev. 
Stephan  C.  Rettenmayer,  who  rode  up  on  horseback  as  “Mr.  Asbury.”  photo  by  michaelc  brade 


“The  world  Methodists  here  break  our 
narrow  ways  of  thinking  about  Method¬ 
ism,”  he  said.  “My  ministry  in  the  last 
year  has  just  been  in  my  church.  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  evangelical  movement  is  grow¬ 
ing  and  our  membership  decline  will  be 
reversed.” 

Jean  Lyons,  a  United  Methodist 
laywoman,  also  profited  from  the  ex¬ 
change. 

Enthusiasm  spreading 

“The  international  Methodists  are 
enthusiastic  about  evangelizing.  In  their 
countries  they  go  after  new  members. 
The  United  Methodist  Church  is  catching 
on  to  the  idea,”  she  said. 


The  campmeeting’s  Methodist  spirit 
was  accentuated  by  Ocean  Grove’s 
century-old  Methodist  heritage.  Ocean 
Grove  is  often  called  “God’s  Square  Mile” 
because  of  its  pervasive  Methodist  influ¬ 
ence.  For  example,  until  1979  the  town 
banned  vehicular  traffic  on  Sundays.  The 
sea-side  town  is  also  listed  in  the  Nation¬ 
al  Register  of  Historic  Places  for  its  well- 
preserved  Victorian  architecture. 

In  addition  to  U.S.  Methodists,  about 
200  Methodists  representing  35  countries 
were  here.  Many  more  had  been  ex¬ 
pected,  but  world  economic  and  political 
restraints  impeded  some  of  World  Meth¬ 
odism’s  plans. 

For  example,  only  30  of  the  60  Filipinos 
intending  to  come  were  granted  visas. 


The  Soviet  Union  would  not  permit  the 
Rev.  Olav  Parnaments  of  the  Estonian 
Methodist  Church  to  leave  the  country. 
And  Ghanian  Methodists  were  unable  to 
attend  because  their  currency  is  not 
permitted  out  of  the  country. 

At  the  campmeeting’s  conclusion  a 
“statement  of  concern”  was  issued 
that  included  topics  raised  at  a  wide- 
open  discussion  session  at  mid-week. 

The  statement  called  upon  all  Method¬ 
ists  around  the  world  to  recommit  them¬ 
selves  to  evangelism.  To  do  that,  they 
should,  among  other  things,  learn  and 
teach  the  Bible,  develop  evangelical 
programs  that  lead  young  people  to 
Christ  and  be  open  to  the  movement  and 
guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 


Clergywoman/ nurse  edits  magazine 

Spirituality  meshes  two  careers  into  one 


The  Rev.  Ramona  Cass,  R.N. 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

The  Rev.  Ramona  Cass  meshed  her 
spirituality  into  her  “other”  career,  and 
she  credits  her  success  to  “God’s  ingenu¬ 
ity.” 

The  35-year-old  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  is  editor  of  the  “Journal  of  Christian 
Nursing,”  a  non-denominational  maga¬ 
zine  devoted  to  helping  nurses  integrate 
their  Christian  faith  and  their  profession. 

In  addition  to  Ms.  Cass’  ministerial 
creditials,  she  is  a  registered  nurse,  a 
hospital  chaplain  and  a  former  English 
teacher.  The  Iowa  native  is  also  the 
daughter  of  a  retired  UM  minister. 

She  explained  that  she  gradually 
meshed  her  faith  and  career  over  a  12- 
year  period. 


“As  a  nurse  I  became  frustrated  that  I 
was  confined  to  only  physical  and  medi¬ 
cal  care  of  patients.  Persons  in  hospitals 
are  often  in  crisis  and  they  need  someone 
to  pray  with  them  and  help  them  work 
through  situations,”  she  explained.  “As  a 
nurse  I  did  not  have  the  time  to  give  pa¬ 
tients  the  spiritual  care  they  needed  also. 

“During  this  time  I  became  interested 
in  theology.  Later  I  took  coursees  at 
Fuller  Theological  Seminary  and  decid¬ 
ed  to  pursue  the  ministry.  I  was  ordained 
a  deacon  in  1982  in  the  Pacific  and  South¬ 
west  Annual  Conference.  ’’ 

Ms.  Cass  serves  as  editor  of  the  maga¬ 
zine  under  special  appointment.  The  32- 
page,  quarterly  publication  is  a  project 
of  the  Nurses  Christian  Fellowship, 


the  church  today 


UM  board  backs  drive 
to  ban  alcohol  ads 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  A  petitions 
campaign  opposing  advertising  of  alco¬ 
holic  beverages  on  radio  and  television,  a 
concept  endorsed  by  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Conference,  is  being  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  here. 

The  campaign  to  Stop  Marketing 
Alcohol  on  Radio  and  Television 
(SMART)  has  been  organized  by  the 
Center  for  Science  in  the  Public  Interest 
here.  The  United  Methodist  board  is  one 
of  two  dozen  health  and  public  interest 
groups  endorsing  the  effort. 

The  1984  General  Conference  called  on 
the  church’s  national  social-action  arm 
and  congregations  to  increase  their 
efforts  to  eliminate  advertising  of 
alcoholic  beverages  from  television  as 
was  done  with  cigarette  advertising. 

Workshop  series  offered 
to  enrich  church  schools 

NASHVILLE  (UMR)  Workshops  de¬ 
signed  to  enrich  United  Methodist 
Sunday  school  programs  will  have  been 
offered  in  45  different  annual  confer¬ 
ences  as  of  the  end  of  1984. 

Entitled  “Sunday  School  Growth  and 
Renewal,”  the  one-day  workshops  are 
sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship  and  the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  through  Cokesbury  Educa¬ 
tional  Services. 

The  workshops  are  aimed  at  pastors, 
church  school  teachers  and  superinten¬ 
dents,  directors  of  Christion  education 
and  other  persons  interested  in  Sunday 
school  improvement. 

Bid  to  elect  AME  Zion 
bishop  from  Africa  fails 

From  Religious  News  Service 

Two  pastors  were  elected  bishop  of  the 
1.1-million-member  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion  Church  at  its  recent  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  in  St.  Louis. 

The  Rev.  Alfred  E.  White,  pastor  of 
Metropolitan  AME  Zion  Church  in 
Hartford,  Conn.,  became  the  first  bishop 
ever  elected  from  the  church’s  New 
England  Conference.  He  was  assigned  to 
preside  over  the  church’s  West  Africa 
district,  which  includes  Liberia,  Ghana 
and  Nigeria. 

Also  elected  was  the  Rev.  Richard  Lay- 
mon  Fisher,  pastor  of  Washington  Metro¬ 
politan  AME  Zion  Church  in  St.  Louis, 
who  will  lead  the  11th  district,  including 


Texas,  Oklahoma,  Arkansas  and 
Florida. 

A  strong  bid  for  the  church  to  elect  an 
African  bishop  failed. 

First  projects  funded 
in  ‘emerging’  mission 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  first 
official  list  of  mission  projects  and  per¬ 
sonnel  to  be  supported  with  funds  from  a 
new  $2  million  "emerging  needs” 
Advance  Special  was  released  here  Aug. 
1  by  the  head  of  the  World  Division,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Peggy  Billings,  deputy  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  BGM,  announced  the  first 
10  missionaries  and  $121,200  in  grants  to 
nine  programs  to  be  supported  under  the 
new  plan. 

The  Advance  Special  for  “Emerging 
Personnel  and  Emerging  Program 
Needs”  will  enable  the  board  to  fund 
persons  and  programs  not  covered  by  its 
regular  budgetary  support  but  urgently 
requested  by  colleague  churches  over¬ 
seas. 

British  Methodists  reported 
relaxed  about  gambling 

LONDON  (RNS)  —  Opposition  among 
British  Methodists  to  small-scale  gam¬ 
bling  could  be  slackening,  says  an 
official  report  prepared  for  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Conference. 

Traditionally,  the  Methodist  Church 
here  has  regarded  gambling  as  a  major 
social  evil,  and  all  forms  of  gambling, 
including  raffles  and  games  of  chance, 
are  banned  on  Methodist  premises. 

But  answers  to  a  questionnaire  sent  to 
a  sampling  of  lay  people  and  ministers 
reveal  a  shift  in  views. 

When  asked  for  their  overall  view  on 
gambling,  130  lay  respondents  said 
gambling  was  wrong  only  when  people 
staked  more  than  they  could  afford;  117 
believed  it  was  wrong  in  principle,  and 
110  thought  it  was  wrong  only  when  the 
main  motive  was  to  get  something  for  no¬ 
thing. 

A  small  majority  believed  rules  should 
be  changed  to  allow  churches  to  raise 
funds  by  forms  of  small-scale  gambling. 

But  most  ministers  still  regarded  gam¬ 
bling  as  a  slippery  road  to  hell.  Only  a 
minority  wanted  a  relaxation  of  the 
rules. 

United  Church  of  Canada 
rejects  report  on  homosexuals 

MORDEN,  Manitoba  (RNS)  -  After 


four  years  of  debate,  the  United  Church 
of  Canada  is  back  where  it  started,  with 
no  clear  policy  on  ordination  of  homosex¬ 
ual  clergy. 

The  church’s  General  Council  decided 
to  reject  a  report,  completed  earlier  this 
year  by  a  special  task  force,  that  sup¬ 
ported  the  ordination  of  homosexuals. 
But  the  more  than  370  lay  and  clergy 
commissioners  from  Canada’s  second- 
largest  Christian  denomination  resisted 
attempts  to  specifically  prohibit  the  ordi¬ 
nation  of  gay  clergy. 

Instead,  they  supported  a  series  of 
compromise  resolutions  that  reaffirm 
the  church’s  traditional  approach  to  ordi¬ 
nation,  considering  candidates  on  a  case- 
by-case  basis  at  the  local  level. 


World  evangelism  institute 
conducts  fifth  seminar 

ATLANTA  —  Some  70  Methodists  rep¬ 
resenting  32  countries  gathered  here  re¬ 
cently  for  the  Second  International  Semi¬ 
nar  of  World  Evangelism. 

The  three-week  event  on  the  campus  of 
UM-related  Candler  School  of  Theology 
was  the  fifth  event,  including  three  re¬ 
gional  seminars,  sponsored  by  Candler’s 
Institute  for  World  Evangelism. 

Daily  lectures  were  led  by  such  Meth¬ 
odists  as  the  Rev.  Alan  Walker  of  Aus¬ 
tralia,  Bishop  Hermanus  Sitorus  of  Indo¬ 
nesia  and  Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu  of 
Kenya. 

The  majority  of  the  student-delegates 
were  younger  men  and  women,  chosen 
by  the  heads  of  the  respective  churches 
because  of  the  potential  as  future  lead¬ 
ers.  All  were  assisted  by  part-travel 
grants. 


Church  administrators 
elect  Michigan  man 

CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  (UMNS)  -  Ber¬ 
nard  Shashaguay  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich., 
was  elected  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Church  Busi¬ 
ness  Administrators  at  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  annual  meeting  here  July  14-16. 

The  association  links  administrators 
working  within  churches  and  agencies  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Its  mem¬ 
bership  of  250  includes  27  diaconal 
ministerss,  37  ordained  clergy  and  other 
full-time  lay  professionals.  The  current 
ratio  between  men  and  women  adminis¬ 
trators  is  about  60-  to-40.  More  than  75 
percent  serve  full-time  in  local  churches. 


based  in  Downers  Grove,  Ill.,  and  a  divi¬ 
sion  of  Inter-Varsity  Christian  Fellow¬ 
ship.  The  nurses’  group  organizes  Bible 
study  among  nurses  and  nursing  stu¬ 
dents  nationwide,  teaches  workshops  and 
publishes  education  materials. 

“When  I  was  approached  with  the  idea 
of  editing  the  proposed  Christian  nurses’ 
magazine,  it  was  exciting.  It  is  a  chal¬ 
lenge  which  perfectly  combines  my  in¬ 
terests  and  training,”  she  said.  After  on¬ 
ly  eight  months,  the  “Journal  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Nursing”  has  a  circulation  of  6,600. 
Its  articles  cover  topics  such  as  the  spiri¬ 
tual  needs  of  patients,  bioethical  issues, 
mission  experiences  and  Christian  ap¬ 
proaches  to  nurses’  personal  and  profes¬ 
sional  problems. 

“When  I  think  of  nursing  I  feel  torn  — 
torn  between  the  demands  of  technology 
and  my  impulses  for  compassion.  I  be¬ 
lieve  nurses  everywhere  struggle  with 
similar  issues.  The  ‘Journal  of  Christian 
Nursing’  will  help  us  grapple  with  the 
issues,  ourselves  and  our  God.” 

Lawsuit  filed 
in  child  care 
sex  scandal 

From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  Parents  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren  who  attended  a  day-care  center 
at  a  United  Methodist  church  in  the 
Bronx  have  charged  the  church’s  former 
pastor  with  sexual  abuse. 

In  a  $600-million  lawsuit,  the  parents 
named  as  defendants  the  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Grady,  the  Westchester  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  two  teachers  and  the  City  of 
New  York.  All  were  charged  with  failing 
to  “take  steps  necessary  to  protect  the 
welfare,  safety  and  well-being  of  the  in¬ 
fants,  causing,  permitting  and  allowing 
the  infants  to  be  sexually  assaulted  and 
psychologically  traumatized  (and)  al¬ 
lowing  the  infants  to  be  repeatedly  as¬ 
saulted  despite  having  knowledge  of  the 
assaults.” 

The  New  York  Post  quoted  the  lawyer 
for  the  mothers,  Steve  Tannenbaum  of 
Great  Neck,  N.Y.,  as  saying  the  children 
had  testified  that  “they  were  repeatedly 
sexually  assaulted  over  several  months 
this  spring.” 

Mr.  Grady  could  not  be  reached  for 
comment.  But  Bishop  Roy  Nichols  of 
New  York  said  he  had  spoken  with  the 
minister  on  Aug.  7,  the  day  the  story 
appeared  in  the  Post,  and  that  Mr.  Grady 
had  said  there  was  “no  foundation  for  the 
allegations  against  him  in  this  case.” 
The  bishop  said  he  had  not  previously 
received  any  negative  reports  about  the 
48-year-old  minister’s  character. 

Mr.  Grady’s  attorney  and  close  friend, 
Andrew  Maffei  of  Yonkers,  described  the 
minister  as  a  man  with  a  “magnificent 
reputation.”  He  said  he  believed  the 
charges  were  part  of  a  vendetta”  against 
Mr.  Grady  because  he  is  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  National  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Colored  People. 

A  joint  task  force  of  the  New  York  Po¬ 
lice  Department  and  the  Federal  Bureau 
of  Investigation  is  investigating  the  accu¬ 
sations  against  Mr.  Grady.  A  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  task  force  said  no  charges 
had  been  filed  because  there  was  no 
medical  evidence  to  corroborate  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  testimoney. 
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Galloways  Honored  At  Shreveport  Fete 


Bishop  and  Mrs.  Paul  V.  Galloway 
were  the  guests  of  honor  at  the 
Conference-wide  banquet  held  at  Noel 
United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
August  8.  The  event,  held  in  conjunction 
with  Pastors’  School,  had  385  persons  in 
attendance,  from  all  districts  of  the 
Conference. 

Dr.  Clyde  Frazier,  Chairperson  of  the 
Episcopal  Committee  and  pastor  of 
Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist,  New 
Orleans,  served  as  master  of 
ceremonies.  Tributes  to  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
Galloway  were  paid  by  Dr  Doug 
McGuire  and  Mrs.  Nell  Read.  Dr.  Alfred 
Norris  gave  the  invocation  and 
benediction. 

In  addition  to  presenting  gifts  to  the 
Galloways,  Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn 
also  addressed  the  group,  and  told  of  his 
initial  visit  to  Nebraska,  where  he  has 
been  assigned  as  Episcopal  Leader. 

The  Galloways  were  presented  a  video 
player  (VCR)  and  a  lovely  large  picture 
entitled  “Louisiana  Bayou,”  painted  by  a 
New  Orleans  artist.  They  will  also 
receive  video  tapes  of  Bishop  Galloway’s 
presentation  on  The  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Magazine. 

Bishop  Galloway  responded  to  the 
gifts,  splendid  attendance  and 
“wonderful  expression  of  love,”  from  the 
United  Methodists  of  Louisiana.  He 


Galloways  Admire  Gift 


explained  that  upon  the  death  of  his  good 
friend,  Bishop  Kenneth  Shamblin,  he 
wanted  to  come  to  Louisiana.  According 


Methodist  Home  Camp:  Growing  Success 


to  Bishop  Galloway,  he  knew  the 
outstanding  records  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  appreciated  the 
opportunity  afforded  him  by  the  Council 
of  Bishops  to  serve  here.  He  also 
mentioned  that,  after  his  appointment  by 
the  Council,  they  questioned  his 
whereabouts.  They  were  informed  that 
he  was  at  home  packing  to  head  for 
Baton  Rouge. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Odell  Simmons  and  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  W.  0.  Lynch  served  as  hosts 
and  hostesses  for  the  Noel  event. 


Centenary  Announces 
Korean  Exchange 

East  and  west  will  meet  more  often, 
thanks  to  Centenary  College  of  Louisiana 
and  Kang-Nam  College  in  Gyeonggi-Do, 
Korea . 

The  two  colleges  have  agreed  to  an 
exchange  program  —  primarily  for 
faculty,  but  also  available  to  students. 

The  program,  which  will  begin  in 
January,  1985,  will  work  like  this: 

Centenary  may  invite  each  year,  for 
one  semester,  one  of  Kang-Nam 
College’s  professors  as  a  visiting  re¬ 
search  professor.  Centenary  will  provide 
an  office,  room  and  board,  privileges  at 
Magale  Library,  and  assistance  to  visit 
American  homes  for  his  or  her  contact 
and  understanding  of  American  culture 
and  customs.  The  professor  will  not 
teach,  but  he  or  she  will  give  special  lec¬ 
tures,  including  some  open  to  the  public. 

The  Centenary  professor  visiting  at 
Kang-Nam  College  will  teach  in  English 
up  to  ten  50-minute  sessions  per  week  for 
one  semester.  (This  will  greatly  enhance 
the  Korean  students’  study  of  English  as 
a  second  language.)  Kang-Nam  College 
will  provide  an  apartment,  round-trip  air 
fare,  and  a  stipend  of  $900  per  month.  If 
the  visiting  professor  has  an 
international  drivers  license,  Kang-Nam 
College  will  also  provide  a  car. 

In  place  of  a  full-time  visiting 
professor,  Centenary  may  send  a  short- 
time  visiting  professor,  usually  in  the 
middle  of  June  for  a  period  of  up  to  four 
weeks. 

The  agreement  was  made  recently  in 
Korea  by  President  Donald  A.  Webb  and 
Chungsun  Moses  Lee,  president  of  Kang- 
Nam  College.  Dr.  Webb  described  Kang- 
Nam  as  a  very  good  private  college  of 
about  4,000  students,  located  near  Seoul 
in  the  beautiful  countryside. 


Mr.  Jim  Akins  of  the  Methodist  Home  staff,  instructs  senior  high  United  Methodist 
youth  from  across  our  Conference  during  the  orientation  sessions  for  Methodist  Home 
Camp  counselors  at  Rayne  Memorial  Church  in  New  Orleans. 


By  REV.  STEPHEN  FLEMING 
1984  Methodist  Home  Camp 

Something  amazing  happens  when  you 
ask  youth  from  our  Conference  if  they 
would  willingly  give  up  a  week  of  their 
summer  to  listen  to  orientation  lectures; 
sleep  on  church  floors  and  in  unair- 
conditioned  cabins ;  put  up  with  long  lines 
at  the  shower  and  sink;  swat  mosquitos 
and  scratch  at  chigger  bites;  chase 
around  the  wide  outdoors  with  children 
who  have  been  abused,  neglected,  even 
abandoned  by  their  parents  (and  who 
seem  to  have  a  limitless  supply  of 
energy);  teach  those  same  children  how 
to  make  simple  craft  projects;  help  them 
solve  problems  and  even  sometimes 
negotiate  instead  of  fight;  stay  up  late 
and  get  up  early;  and  to  generally  be  “on 
call  at  all  times”  if  they  are  needed 
Something  amazing  happens,  all  right  — 
they  do  it.  And  they  do  it  well ! 

This  is  the  fifth  summer  that  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  youth  have 
participated  in  a  camp  at  which,  for  four 
days,  they  are  “big  buddies”  with 
children  from  the  Methodist  Home  in 
New  Orleans.  The  “Home”  is  one  of 
Louisiana  United  Methodists’ 
institutional  ministries.  We  all  contribute 
to  its  operation  when  we  give  to  the  Good 
Samaritan  Offering  twice  each  year.  And 
for  as  many  as  sixty-five  children  at  a 
time,  the  Methodist  Home  is  the  only 
place  they  can  call  “home”  while  they 


are  waiting  for  Louisiana’s  court  system 
to  decide  upon  a  more  permanent  living 
situation  for  them. 

If  they  are  at  the  “Home”  during  the 
summer,  they  may  have  the  chance  to  go 
to  Home  Camp.  There  they  will  get  to 
know  some  of  our  Conference  senior  high 
youth,  and  some  of  those  relationships 
and  what  evolves  from  them  leave  a 
lasting,  positive  impression  on  both  the 
Home  children  and  our  church’s  youth 
Some  children  may  have  nothing  more 
than  a  great  time. 

Many  of  them,  though,  experience 
supportive,  generous  friendships  in  a 
Christian  atmosphere  which  influence 
their  future  relationships,  too.  And  the 
effect  upon  the  youth  who  are  involved  is 
no  less  profound!  Like  the  Home 
children,  each  one  has  a  different 
experience.  For  many  that  experience  is 
one  full  of  a  deepening  understanding  of 
love,  of  Christian  service,  and  of 
ministry  to  the  needs  of  others. 

As  the  director  of  this  year's  camp,  I 
am  pleased  that  what  began  as  a  local 
church  project  has  grown  to  become  an 
event  involving  youth  from  all  over  our 
Conference,  both  by  their  presence  as 
counselors  at  the  camp  and  through  their 
contributions  to  the  Youth  Service  Fund 
which  helps  pay  for  the  camp.  But  most 
of  all,  I  am  thankful  that  all  involved  in 
the  camp  seem  to  be  genuinely  drawn 
closer  to  each  other  and  into  a  shared 
experience  of  God’s  love. 


DareuseMWitkjCo 


To  Louisiana  Friends : 

My  wife  and  I  appreciate  all  the  kindnesses  that  have  been  bestowed 
upon  us  and  the  gracious  acts  of  mercy  which  we  have  received.  The 
staff  has  been  unusually  kind,  and  the  Cabinet  has  been  considerate 
and  loyal.  Even  in  small  differences,  there  was  mutual  respect  and 
love.  We  are  grateful  for  every  kindness  that  has  been  given  us  and  for 
the  friendships  which  enrich  and  enlarge  our  lives.  You  are  great 
people  and  we  appreciate  you  deeply. 

You  have  a  great  bishop  coming  in,  Bishop  Walter  Underwood.  He  is 
a  man  of  many  gifts  and  abilities  and  I  think  will  lead  the  Louisiana 
Conference  to  new  highs  in  every  respect.  He  has  my  complete 
confidence  and  our  full  love.  He  and  his  wife  will  not  only  adorn  the 
Episcopal  residence,  but  will  give  vitality  and  joy  to  the  whole 
conference. 

Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway 


Lafon  Auxiliary  Sponsors  Luncheon 


The  Lafon  Nursing  Home  Auxiliary  is 
sponsoring  a  luncheon  on  Saturday,  Sept 
22,  1984.  at  12:00  noon  in  the  Grand  Ball¬ 
room  of  the  Bayou  Plaza  Hotel,  4040  Tu- 
lane  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  La. 

This  luncheon  is  the  first  fund-raising 
activity  that  Lafon  Auxiliary  has 
engaged  in  as  a  benefit  for  the  nursing 


home  which  recently  opened. 

Persons  from  throughout  the 
conference  are  invited  to  share  in  this 
period  of  fellowship.  A  donation  of  $16.00 
per  person  is  requested.  Tables  may  be 
reserved  by  your  organization  by  calling 
943-9639,  283-2246  or  283-1465. 


Interfaith  King's  Kids  Perform  At  World's  Fair 


“God  Is  Not  Dead”  sings  15  members 
of  the  inter-faith  King’s  choral  group 
from  Independence,  La. 

The  Kids  were  performing  on  stage  at 
the  World’s  Fair  in  New  Orlenas  on  July 
8.  They  were  real  crowd  pleasers,  giving 
out  with  rousing  choruses,  Bible 
quotations  and  contemporary  Gospel 
songs.  They  concluded  their  program 
with  the  sweet  and  sincere  “Because 
Christ  Lives  We  Can  Face  Tomorrow.  ” 

“The  King’s  Kids  project  is  an 
ecumenical  effort  at  the  Independence 
Methodist  Church  where  the  Rev.  Bob 
Burgess  is  pastor.  Frankie  Robertson,  a 
member  of  the  church,  is  their  director 
She  is  assisted  by  Genevieve  Messina 
and  Tony  Anzalone  who  are  Catholic. 

In  the  picture,  left  to  right,  the 
Kids  are:  Corlis  Sullivan,  Robin 
Pourciau,  Regina  Danna,  Karen 
Burgess,  Wendi  Welch,  Kelly  McIntyre, 
Bobby  McIntyre,  Christine  VanSyckle, 
Tammy  Lewis,  Deya  Miller,  Lisa 
Sullivan,  Stacie  Easley,  Tonya  Yates, 
Angela  Graziano,  and  Stephanie  Angelo. 
Standing  in  back  with  the  children  is  Ms. 
Messina,  and  accompanying  on  guitar  is 
Ms.  Robertson. 


Bishop  Tapes  Message  To  Conference 


Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood.  Louisiana's  new  presiding  bishop,  above,  taping  his 
September  9,  message  to  all  the  churches  of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  The  site  is  the 
sound  studio  at  L.S.U.,  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Bishop's  three-minute  message  was  produced  by  the  Council  on  Ministries  staff 
and  has  been  sent  to  the  district  superintendents,  who  will  distribute  the  cassettes  to 
their  pastors. 

Bishop  Underwood  chose  this  method  as  a  means  of  sending  personal  greetings  to 
the  churches  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 


International  Lesson  Series 

Paul’s  Conversion  To  The  Way 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRIC  KETT 
Associate  Pastor 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 
Galatians  J :  11-17 

Today  we  begin  a  study  of  Paul's 
letters,  the  first  quarter  of  which  deals 
with  Paul’s  writings  on  salvation,  daily 
living  and  last  things.  In  our  first  lesson, 
we  study  passages  from  Acts  (in  addition 
to  one  passage  from  Galatians)  but,  in 
the  rest,  all  scripture  will  come  from 
Paul’s  letters. 

In  order  for  us  to  understand  Paul’s 
writings,  we  must  first  understand  Paul. 
He  was  a  very  complex  person  who,  as  a 
young  adult,  was  fired  with  ambition  to 
be  the  very  best,  the  purest  of  Godly 
people.  He  looked  upon  himself  as  a 
“Pharisee  of  Pharisees.”  And,  when  the 
Christian  movement  began  to  gain 
momentum,  he  felt  that  he  was  called  by 
God  to  take  a  major  role  in  stamping  it 
out. 

When  did  his  conversion  begin0  How 
did  God  work  His  wonders  with  Paul? 

We  know  from  Luke’s  writings  that 
Paul  (then  Saul)  stood  by  at  the  stoning 
of  Stephen  and  approved.  The  Jewishjaw 
stipulating  that  accusers  had  To  cast  the 
first  stones.  So,  in  order  that  they  could 
throw  with  more  power,  these  accusers 
removed  their  outer  garments  and  laid 
them  at  Saul’s  feet.  Saul  apparently  did 
not  enter  into  the  actual  stoning  but  he 
certainly  approved,  stood  by  and  urged 
on  the  executioners. 

Did  this  experience  at  Stephen's 
stoning  begin  his  conversion?  We  know 
that  Stephen  made  a  courageous 
Christian  witness  when  he  committed 
himself  to  God,  verbally  asked  God  to 
forgive  those  persons  stoning  him,  and 
peacefully  “fell  asleep”  in  the  midst  of 
his  brutal  treatment.  Stephen’s  witness 
must  have  made  an  impression  on  Saul 
but,  at  this  point  in  time,  Saul  would 
never  have  admitted  it. 

Stephen’s  stoning  began  a  great 
persecution  against  the  church. 


Pharisees  joined  with  Sadducees  in  the 
fight  against  what  they  saw  to  be  a 
common  enemy  —  the  people  of  the  Way. 
So  eager  was  Saul  to  be  a  leader  in  this 
persecution  that  he  was  not  content  to 
imprison  people  in  Jerusalem  or  to  exile 
them  from  the  city.  He  felt  called  to  go 
out  into  the  surrounding  countryside  in 
search  for  more  prospects  for  imprison¬ 
ment.  Even  as  far  as  Damascus. 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  about 
Saul’s  conversion  on  the  road  to 
Damascus.  Taking  with  him  letters  of 
credit,  Saul  went  in  the  company  of  some 
officers  of  the  Sanhedrin  —  they  were  a 
type  of  policemen.  Because  he  was  a 
Pharisee,  a  “separated  one,”  Saul 
walked  on  ahead  of  the  policemen 
meditating,  considering  the  great  work 
he  was  doing  for  the  Lord. 

Suddenly,  God  reached  down  into 
Saul’s  life  and  changed  him  So 
completely  was  he  changed  that  he  even 
took  a  different  name,  Paul  Our 
scripture  takes  us  only  through  the 
blinding  experience  but.  suffice  it  to  say 
that  the  contribution  of  Ananias 
completed  the  healing/conversion 
experience  which  made  Paul  the 
greatest  evangelist  the  world  has  ever 
known.  (Acts  9: 10-18) 

When  did  his  conversion  begin?  When 
does  any  conversion  begin?  Sometimes 
God’s  working  in  and  through  people  and 
circumstances  is  so  subtle  that  we  cannot 
detect  it.  At  other  times.  He  works 
through  very  dramatic,  earthshaking 
events.  Paul  experienced  both.  And.  who 
can  say  that  God  was  not  working  in  Saul 
even  before  the  Stephen  incident?  No  one 
knows  but  God  himself. 

A  persecutor  became  a  follower  of 
Christ.  His  conversion  led  him  to  action 
as  he  bore  witness  to  his  experience  with 
Christ.  Is  that  not  what  we  are  called  to 
be  and  to  do?  A  Christian  cannot  be 
passive  but  must  be  one  who  openly, 
eagerly  witnesses  with  his/her  every 
action  and  word.  For  once  we  have  been 
converted,  we  are  new  people  in  Christ. 


Additions  To  SCJ  General  Board  Assignments 

In  addition  to  the  previous  listing  of  Louisianians  assigned  to  General  Boards 
and  Agencies,  the  following  w  ill  also  serve  in  this  quadrennium: 

George  Sherman  —  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
Amy  Ward  —  Global  Ministries 
Carroll  Cotton-Winn  —  Discipleship 


Campus  Ministry  Prepares  for  Students 


By  RANDY  NICHOLS 
Campus  Ministry 
LSU,  Baton  Rouge 

The  Uniting  Campus  Ministry  at  LSU 
(TUCM)  proudly  claims  a  history  of 
ministry  rooted  in  both  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  the  Presbyterian, 
Church,  USA.  Supported  and  assisted  by 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  the 
Presbytery  of  South  Louisiana  and  many 
local  units  of  United  Methodist  Women 
and  Women  of  the  Church,  TUCM  is  both 
a  presence  on  and  a  resource  to  the 
larger  LSU  campus. 

At  TUMC  you  will  find  the  traditional 
student  community  gathered  for  mutual 
support  and  encouragement.  Sunday 
night  celebrations  provide  programs  on 
inter-personal  concerns,  current  events 
and  theological  issues  as  well  as  fellow¬ 
ship.  Retreats  and  recreation  also  figure 
prominently  in  student  life. 

TUCM  also  attempts  to  raise  for  the 
larger  university  community  the 
relevant  issues  and  bear  a  social  witness. 
To  this  end  we  will  sponsor  CROP  Walks 


(world  hunger),  provide  office  space  for 
the  “Big  Buddy  Program,”  initiate  pro¬ 
gramming  on  Central  America,  and  use 
school  breaks  for  mission  trips  and  semi¬ 
nars.  This  fall  there  will  be  a  special 
emphasis  on  Peace  and  Nuclear  Dis¬ 
armament  with  covenant  groups  formed 
studying  the  issue. 

Campus  Ministry  also  has  a  responsi¬ 
bility  to  faculty  and  staff  of  the  univer¬ 
sity.  This  fall  a  Tuesday  luncheon  pro¬ 
gram  will  provide  a  time  convenient  for 
faculty  to  participate  at  TUCM.  Short 
term  Bible  study  attracts  faculty  and 
staff  when  set  for  5:30  p.m.  to  catch  them 
leaving  offices  heading  for  home.  Each 
year  TUCM  brings  outstanding  scholars 
to  benefit  students,  faculty  and  area 
churches.  Dr.  Ted  Weber,  professor  of 
ethics  at  Candler  School  of  Theology,  will 
be  on  campus  October  14-16  for  a  series  of 
lectures. 

There  are  areas  of  ministry  still  to  be 
explored.  Hopefully  this  brief  sketch  tells 
you  where  a  long  heritage  of  ministry  in 
Higher  Education  has  brought  one 
campus  ministry  unit. 
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Reader  response:  Here’s  how  UMC  can  be  renewed 


UMC  needs  to  regain 
love,  holiness  balance 

By  DEEANNE  HENKE 
Urbana  UMC,  Urbana,  Mo. 

Age  Category:  19-35 
Twin  guideposts  of  the  Christian  life 
are  love  and  holiness.  The  same  God  who 
commands,  “Love  one  another  as  I  have 
loved  you,”  also  tells  us,  “Be  ye  holy,  for 
I  am  holy.”  These  commandments  must 
be  carefully  balanced ;  if  we  over-empha- 
size  one  to  the  detriment  of  the  other,  we 
injure  our  spiritual  health,  both  as  indi¬ 
viduals  and  as  a  church  body. 

The  problem  that  I  see  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church  today  is  that  we  have 
become  unbalanced.  We  have  been  con¬ 
cerned  that  we  should  be  a  loving,  com¬ 
passionate,  forgiving  people  and  rightly 
so.  But  we  have  all  but  ignored  the  Wes¬ 
leyan  doctrine  of  holiness,  and  that  has 
hurt  us  badly.  As  a  result,  our  vitality  is 
flagging;  our  zeal  is  spent;  we  no  longer 
speak  prophetically  to  our  culture  (being 
part  of  it,  rather  than  seeking  to  trans¬ 
form  it);  and  even  our  loving  intentions 
have  become  corrupt. 

Love  needs  holiness  if  it  is  to  function 
as  godly  love.  Without  holiness  love  can 
become  lost  in  soggy  sentimentality. 
Fearing  that  if  we  step  on  someone’s 
toes,  we  will  be  called  “unloving,”  we  be¬ 
come  people-pleasers  rather  than  God- 
pleasers.  Holy  love  calls  sin  by  its  name 
and  seeks  to  forgive  but  never  to  tolerate 
or  condone  it. 

Holiness  is  vital  to  the  church,  but  we 
have  drifted  away  from  it.  Holiness  is 
part  of  our  Wesleyan  heritage,  but  we 
have  forgotten  it.  But  that  need  not  be  so. 
We  can  return  and  remember. 

Let  our  preachers  proclaim  holiness 
from  the  pulpit,  fearlessly  condemning 
sin  and  offering  God’s  grace  to  the  sin¬ 
ner.  Let  our  laity  show  concern  for  one 
another’s  spiritual  lives,  reviving  the 
class  meeting  wherein  the  members  held 
one  another  accountable  for  the  way 
each  lived  from  day  to  day.  Let  us  see 
ourselves  as  “a  royal  nation,  a  holy 
priesthood,  a  people  of  His  own,  that  we 
should  show  forth  the  praises  of  Him  who 
called  us  out  of  darkness  into  His  marvel¬ 
ous  light.”  Then  our  church  will  once 
more  glow  with  the  health  of  holiness. 

Individual  missions 
give  church  purpose 

By  RUTH  P.  ARMINGTON 
Faith  UMC,  Williston,  N.D. 

Age  Category:  36  or  over 
“You  are  only  one,  but  you  are  one.” 
This  rejoinder  to  our  favorite  plaint  can 
be  the  send-off  to  Methodism's  third  cen¬ 
tury.  Our  great  church  had  its  beginning 
with  one  whose  heart  was  strangely 
warmed. 

You  are  the  one  who  can  greet  a 
stranger,  offer  hospitality  to  a  neighbor, 
share  a  joy  with  a  friend,  carry  a  word  of 
cheer  to  a  shut-in,  hold  out  a  hand  to  a 
child,  share  the  gospel  with  another, 
heed  the  message  of  those  whose  lives  en¬ 
rich  others. 

This  theology  is  simple,  indeed,  sim¬ 
plistic.  It  was  simple  enough  for  Jesus  to 
use  as  he  invited  each  one  to  share  His 
mission.  It  was  effective  enough  to  create 
the  foundation  of  a  faith  that  sustains 
through  the  centuries.  It  is  the  commit¬ 
ment  that  puts  each  one  regularly  in  a  pew. 

I  visited  a  gentle  lady,  bedfast  in  a 
nursing  home.  As  I  told  her  of  the  pleas¬ 
ure  it  was  to  visit  someone  who  never 
complained,  she  said,  “They  say  you 
don’t  go  ’til  your  mission’s  done;  maybe 
that’s  my  mission.”  Mission  is  for  each 
one  of  us,  and  we  must  find  where  each 
one  fits. 

So  compelling  a  charge  can  take  its 
toll.  To  it  must  be  added  the  seasoning  of 
a  happy  heart.  To  each  one  must  come 
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Editorial 


God  working  through  us:  The  true  source  of  church  revitalization 


What  must  happen  for  the  United  Methodist  Church 
to  reclaim  its  heritage  and  be  a  vital,  transforming 
force  in  our  society  during  the  years  ahead? 

The  Reporter  earlier  this  summer  invited  readers  to 
reflect  upon  that  question  as  a  way  of  contributing  to 
the  Bicentennial  observance  of  American  Methodism. 
More  than  400  persons  accepted  our  invitation,  the 
largest  response  ever  to  a  Reporter  essay  contest. 
Those  essays  judged  by  the  Reporter  editorial  staff  as 
having  some  special  quality,  or  as  best  reflecting  the 
views  of  several  similar  essays,  are  printed  on  this 
page.  Others  will  appear  in  subsequent  issues  as  space 
is  available. 

No  single  brief  essay  can  adequately  address  all  as¬ 
pects  of  so  large  and  complex  a  subject.  Hence  it  is  pre¬ 
ferable  to  read  each  essay  as  one  part  of  a  larger 
whole.  As  we  read  the  essays  with  that  in  mind,  we 
noted  three  recurriqg  themes  that  suggest  broad  areas 
of  agreement  among  respondents  about  what  revitali¬ 
zation  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  will  require. 

The  most  frequently  mentioned  theme  —  appearing 
in  approximately  half  of  the  essays  —  is:  individual 
spiritual  renewal  is  the  basic  ingredient  of  church  re¬ 
newal.  This  same  theme  was  expressed  in  a  variety  of 
recommendations,  among  them : 

•  Focus  anew  on  the  “basics”  ofpersonalBiblestudy, 
prayer  and  the  faithful  fulfillment  of  church-member- 
ship  vows: 


•  Rediscover  our  Wesleyan  heritage,  including  em¬ 
phasis  on  personal  discipline  and  the  attainment  of  an 
“Aldersgate-type”  conversion  experience;  and 

•  Rely  upon  the  Holy  Spirit  as  the  distinctive  mark 
and  motivating  force  of  the  Christian  life. 

Although  the  essays  do  not  represent  a  scientific 
sampling  of  all  United  Methodists,  their  strong  empha¬ 
sis  on  individual  spiritual  renewal  is  noteworthy.  That 
emphasis  suggests  a  reaction  to  a  perceived  over¬ 
emphasis  during  recent  years  on  changing  church  and 
societal  structures,  while  at  times  neglecting  the  spirit¬ 
ual  needs  of  individuals.  Church  leaders  at  all  levels 
would  be  well-advised  to  take  a  sober  look  at  how  well 
the  church  is  helping  its  members  satisfy  their  hunger 
for  a  vital  relationship  with  God  —  not  at  the  expense  of 
a  concern  for  structures,  but  in  order  to  satisfy  the 
more  basic  human  need  to  be  “right  with  God.” 

The  second  most  common  theme  in  the  essays  com¬ 
plements  that  of  the  first.  Namely,  a  third  of  all  the  es¬ 
says  emphasized  a  need  for  church  members  to  feel 
themselves  less  a  part  of  an  impersonal  institution  and 
more  a  part  of  a  caring  local  community  of  faith. 

The  emphasis  on  the  local  church  should  be  no  sur¬ 
prise.  In  part,  it  reflects  a  frustration  felt  by  many 
persons  toward  the  church’s  annual  conference  and 
general  church  “bureaucracy.”  At  a  deeper  level,  how¬ 
ever,  we  suspect  this  theme  indicates  an  inadequately 
fulfilled  yearning  by  most  church  members  to  be  part 


of  a  spiritually  alive  community  of  believers  that  re¬ 
sponds  to  both  the  “love  God”  and  the  “love  neighbor” 
sides  of  our  Lord’s  Great  Commandments. 

A  third  common  theme  in  the  essays  —  the  need  for 
better  church  leadership  —  is  an  important  key  to  ful¬ 
filling  the  first  two  themes.  Strong  personal  faith,  nur¬ 
tured  in  strong  communities  of  faith,  is  unlikely  to 
develop  if  the  church’s  leaders  are  preoccupied  by  dif¬ 
ferent  priorities. 

We  make  no  claim  that  these  overriding  themes  or 
any  of  the  specific  essays  on  this  page  can  provide  a 
“quick  fix”  for  revitalizing  the  church.  In  the  final 
analysis,  if  United  Methodism  is  to  experience  re¬ 
newed  vitality  during  its  Third  Century,  it  will  come 
from  God  working  through  us,  and  not  from  human 
wisdom  or  effort. 

Separately  and  together,  however,  these  essays  re¬ 
flect  insights  and  suggestions  as  to  how  we  might  allow 
God  better  to  work  through  our  lives  and  institutions. 
We  anticipate  that  the  concerns  and  insights  in  these 
essays  can  be  discussed  profitably  by  United  Method¬ 
ists  —  in  church  school  classes,  in  Council  on  Ministries 
or  Administrative  Councils  and  among  church  leaders. 
Paradoxically,  the  fruits  of  those  discussions  most 
likely  to  produce  renewal  in  the  church  will  be  those 
aimed  not  at  the  glorification  of  United  Methodism  or 
its  heritage,  but  of  God  and  His  kingdom. 


the  joy  of  greeting,  of  sharing,  of  visiting, 
of  listening,  if  mission  would  know  ful¬ 
fillment. 

A  6-year-old  said  to  his  Sunday  School 
teacher,  “How  can  you  pray  like  that?  I 
thought  I  could  touch  God.”  The  lad 
voiced  the  challenge  for  us  all:  Can 
someone  see  in  the  one  who  is  you  the 
transcendence  of  touching  God?  May 
that  be  the  goal  of  each  one  and  so  may 
all  joy  be  yours. 

Intensive  study  leads 
to  Wesleyan  heritage 

By  CHARLES  W.  BROCKWELL,  JR. 

St.  Matthews  UMC,  St.  Matthews,  Ky. 
Age  Category:  36  or  over 

The  original  Methodist  Conference,  at 
the  Foundry  in  London  in  June  1744, 
asked  and  responded  to  three  questions 
about  the  identity  and  vocation  of  the 
people  called  Methodists:  “1.  What  to 
teach;  2.  How  to  teach;  and,  3.  What  to 
do;  that  is,  how  to  regulate  our  doctrine, 
discipline,  and  practice”  (Wesley, 
“Works,”  VIII,  p.  275).  Thus  the  Confer¬ 
ence  raised  the  central  issues  of  evangel 
and  apostolate  (message  and  mission). 
Those  questions  are  even  more  appropri¬ 
ate  for  the  9.3  million  American  United 
Methodists  240  years  later  than  they  were 
for  the  six  men  who  first  discussed  them. 

Wesleyan  Christianity  is  exciting,  ac¬ 
tive,  warm  and  winsome.  We  have  lost 
our  dynamism  because  we  have  ne¬ 
glected  the  gift  from  God  that  made  us  a 
“People.”  Nevertheless,  I  believe  that  if 
we  can  give  clear  answers  to  those  ques¬ 
tions  from  the  first  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence,  then  we  can  renew  our  Wesleyan 
identity  and  once  more  capture  the  imag¬ 
ination  of  American  society  by  the  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  our  mission. 

I  propose  the  following  effort  —  led  by 
the  Council  of  Bishops  —  to  recover  our 
Wesleyan  identity  and  vocation: 

(1)  Under  the  leadership  of  some  of  its 
own  members  and  the  world  community 
of  Wesleyan  scholars,  two  years  of  study 
by  the  bishops  of  Wesleyan  doctrine  and 
Methodist  history  along  with  personal  re¬ 
newal  of  our  often  neglected  means  of 
grace,  namely  constant  Communion, 
fasting  and  mutual  confession  and 
prayer  ( Christian  conference) ; 

(2)  A  General  Conference  Course  of 
study  and  spiritual  formation,  adapted 
for  local  churches,  preachers’  meetings 
and  seminaries,  written  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops  and  recommended  to  the  1988 
General  Conference. 

Such  a  teaching  ministry  by  our  bish¬ 
ops  can  help  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  be  as  clear  as  was  the  1744 
Foundry  Conference  in  answering  those 
three  crucial  questions  of  identity  and  vo¬ 
cation:  “1.  What  to  teach;  2.  How  to 
teach ;  and,  3.  What  to  do .  .  .  ” 

Grooming  youths  now 
helps  church  of  future 

By  PLESENE  BELL 
Lovers  Lane  UMC,  Dallas,  Texas 
Age  Category:  36  or  over 

I  believe  that  God  brings  renewal.  It’s 
His  gift,  often  expressed  through  persons 
who  have  encountered  the  Risen  Lord. 

In  the  past  these  were  grandparents 
and  parents.  Today,  they’re  us;  tomor¬ 
row  .  .  .  our  CHILDREN.  Revitalization 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  will  be 
through  them. 

It  is  certainly  my  hope  that  our  chil¬ 
dren  will  encounter  Christ  and  choose 
Him  as  the  Lord  of  their  lives.  But  is  this 
hope  backed  up  with  action?  Are  we,  as 
parents,  preparing  the  way  for  our  chil¬ 
dren  to  receive  the  Risen  Lord?  In  the 
church,  we  tend  to  feel  that  learning 
takes  place  in  Sunday  School  and  that 
worship  will  only  become  a  part  of  chil¬ 
dren’s  lives  later  on. 

In  a  worship  service  without  children, 
people  sing  in  harmony;  there  are  not 
whispered  questions,  dropped  pencils  or 
wiggling  little  bodies. 

When  small  children  join  in  worship, 
they  mumble  along  with  the  music  be¬ 
cause  they  can’t  read  yet.  BUT  THEY 
LEARN! 

They  draw  sweet  pictures  of  their  con¬ 
cept  of  God,  the  sanctuary,  flowers  and 
the  cross.  And,  yes,  sometimes  they  drop 
their  pencils.  BUT  THEY  LEARN ! 

For  sure,  worship  is  a  little  long  for  a 
child.  They  wiggle.  YET  THEY  LEARN ! 

Somewhere  along  the  way  children 
sense  worship  is  important  to  their  par¬ 
ents  and  that  their  parents  want  to  share 
what  is  important  with  them.  Children 
begin  to  anticipate  their  encounter  with 
the  Risen  Lord.  Young  people  become 


sensitive  to  a  world  in  need  and  perceive 
themselves  as  an  extension  of  God’s  love 
to  others  who  need  help,  hope,  food,  faith, 
justice,  joy,  meaning,  mercy,  compas¬ 
sion  .  .  .  and  The  Christ,  who  embodies 
all  of  these. 

Please,  move  over,  and  make  room  for 
the  children  in  worship.  For  in  them,  as 
in  us,  revitalization  and  renewal  become 
the  “means,”  not  the  “end.” 

Giving  hugs,  kisses 
helps  people  feel  good 

By  KATHY  SHIPLEY 
Harmony  Chapel  Church, 

Mount  Gilead,  Ohio 
Age:  8 

Some  ways  we  can  help  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  are:  We  could  have  some 
puppet  shows  for  the  little  kids. 

Preachers  should  try  not  to  make  the 
sermons  so  boring  and  try  to  make  Sun¬ 
day  school  longer. 

I  think  they  should  take  one  class  at  a 
time  camping  or  on  a  picnic,  and  the  kids 
in  the  class  could  bring  a  friend.  You 
could  take  the  parents  on  a  trip  some¬ 
where  too. 

You  could  make  a  playground  for  kids 
who  don’t  have  swingsets  in  their  yards. 

We  could  give  everybody  special  atten¬ 
tion  to  make  everybody  feel  good  and  like 
the  church. 

We  could  help  people  who  need  help 
very  much  such  as  old  people  who  can’t 
walk  very  good  or  talk  very  good  or  hear 
very  good  or  see  very  good. 

I  think  everybody  at  church  should 
give  each  other  hugs  and  kisses.  That  is 
what  I  think  we  should  do  to  renew  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Bible  strikes  match 
to  relight  spiritual  fire 

By  ROBERT  A.  LAND 
First  UMC,  Sheridan,  Ind. 

Age  Category  :  19-35 

The  very  fact  that  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  through  a  national  publica¬ 
tion,  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  is 
conscious  of  the  need  for  renewal  within 
the  church  is  cause  for  rejoicing.  Many 
within  the  church  have  been  keenly 
aware  of  this  need  for  some  time.  Its  dis¬ 
cussing  on  a  national  level  surely 
breathes  of  hope  for  the  church. 

How  this  long-hoped-for  revival  should 
come  about  is  not  easy  to  answer,  but  I 
would  like  to  suggest  a  possible  point  of 
origin. 

United  Methodist  clergy  and  laity  must 
return  to  the  Scripture.  The  number  of 
United  Methodists  who  actually  devote 
themselves  to  regular  Bible  study  is  ap¬ 
palling.  Such  failure  to  study  leads  to  ig¬ 
norance,  and  ignorance  leads  to  apathy. 
It  also  produces  fertile  ground  for  false 
teaching  and  cults  based  on  personality 
rather  than  on  Christ. 

The  church  was  similarly  languishing 
in  scriptural  ignorance  and  spiritual 
apathy  when  certain  Oxford  University 
students  formed  a  very  methodical  Holy 
Club.  Two  brothers  who  were  members 
refused  to  follow  the  accepted  social  pat¬ 
tern  of  18th  century  England.  They  would 
not  relegate  the  Bible  to  only  a  brief  read¬ 
ing  on  Sunday  morning.  It  was  studied  and 
applied  every  day.  Its  message  strangely 
warmed  the  heart  of  John  Wesley  and  ig¬ 
nited  the  fire  of  the  Wesleyan  Revival  to 
which  we,  as  United  Methodists,  areheirs. 

When  we,  200  years  later,  ask  how  the 
church  might  again  be  revived,  I  suggest 
that  we  find  our  answer  in  that  source  that 
fired  the  original  Methodists:  The  Scrip¬ 
ture  and  its  message  of  justification  and 
sanctification.  Only  as  it  sparks  each  be¬ 
liever’s  heart  will  this  fire  spread,  and  it 
will  be  manifested  in  our  redeemed  lives, 
revived  church  and  transformed  society. 

Take  definite  actions 
to  end  church  malaise 

By  JUNEEBBERT 
First  UMC,  Taylorville,  Ill. 

Age  Category :  36  or  over 

Stress  conneetionalism.  Even  the 
largest  congregations  should  remember 
they  are  part  of  the  whole. 

Emphasize  discipline.  If  each  United 
Methodist  led  a  life  tailored  to  prayer, 
study,  worship,  giving  and  service,  what 
wonders  we  would  behold. 

Cherish  freedom  of  conscience.  Spon¬ 
sor  exploration  and  discussion  of  our  own 
faith  and  other  faiths  as  well.  Avoid  au¬ 
thoritarianism  like  a  plague. 

Celebrate  organization  when  it  func¬ 
tions  well.  Change  it  when  it  doesn’t.  Dis¬ 
card  as  much  as  possible.  Forswear 


meeting  for  the  sake  of  meeting. 

Encourage  prophetic  ministry.  When 
the  church  is  in  tune  with  society,  it  is 
probably  neglecting  its  duty.  Gently 
chide  those  who  would  wrap  the  cross  in 
an  American  flag  or  sanctify  the  Ameri¬ 
can  economic  system. 

Abandon  the  numbers  game.  Our 
church  might  be  stronger  with  fewer 
members  but  greater  unity  of  purpose. 

Create  a  whole  new  approach  to  Chris¬ 
tian  education.  Consider  standard  text¬ 
books  to  be  used  year  after  year,  with 
systematic  Bible  study  in  the  style  of 
Genesis  through  Revelation. 

Refuse  to  continue  agonizing  over  iden¬ 
tity.  Our  denominational  soul-searching 
has  already  reached  the  point  of  diminish¬ 
ing  returns.  Cure  the  malaise  in  the  ac¬ 
cepted  United  Methodist  way,  through  action. 

Continue  to  reach  out  to  all  of  God’s 
children.  Such  was  the  way  of  Jesus. 
Such  was  the  way  of  John  Wesley. 

Keep  their  faith,  and  keep  hearts  and 
minds  open  to  the  grace  and  guidance  of 
God. 

Calls  to  discipleship 
would  bring  strength 

By  DOROTHY  C.  WHITE 
Epworth  UMC,  Phoenix,  Ariz. 

Age  Category :  36  or  over 

“Develop  spiritual  depth.  Promote 
Bible  study.  Emphasize  evangelism"  — 
these  are  good  general  goals  that,  if  spe¬ 
cifically  applied,  would  surely  revitalize 
the  United  Methodist  Church  as  a  trans¬ 
forming  force  in  our  society.  But  it  is  so 
difficult  to  bring  general  goals  to  life! 

One  single,  concrete  suggestion  for  re¬ 
vitalization  is  to  restore  a  one-line  part  of 
the  morning  worship  service  as  printed 
in  the  United  Methodist  Hymnal  —  a  part 
now  usually  omitted  in  many  con¬ 
gregations. 

Prelude,  call  to  worship,  confession, 
assurance,  scripture  reading,  pastoral 
prayer,  offertory,  hymns,  sermon,  bene¬ 
diction,  sometimes  the  confession  of  faith 
and  responsive  reading  —  do  you  recog¬ 
nize  the  part  that  is  often  left  out?  It  is 
the  “call  to  discipleship.” 

Some  churches  say  the  sermon’s  con¬ 
clusion  and  closing  hymn  suffice  as  the 
invitation.  But  the  printed  worship  ser¬ 
vice  gives  the  invitation  its  own  place. 

Some  say  there’s  danger  in  persons 
accepting  Christian  discipleship  on  im¬ 
pulse,  to  be  followed  by  guilt  when  it  is 
not  carried  out.  But  could  not  this  danger 
be  avoided  with  appropriate  follow-up 
ministry? 

Some  object  in  fear  of  returning  to 
“evangelistic  emotionalism.”  But  could 
not  the  invitation  be  stated  with  simpli¬ 
city  and  dignity  that  avoids  an  awkward, 
jarring  tone? 

Some  say  slower  processes  such  as 
childhood  confirmation  classes  or  adult 
membership  classes  are  better  ways  of 
creating  Christian  disciples.  But  what 
about  the  one-time  drop-in  who  doesn’t 
know  just  what  to  do  about  becoming  a 
Christain? 

To  reinstate  the  invitation  to  Christian 
discipleship  to  our  worship  service  would 
help  us  focus  Sunday  after  Sunday  on  the 
needs  of  non-Christians  as  well  as  Chris¬ 
tians  who  may  need  to  renew  their 
commitment. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  was 
strong  when  it  fought  hard  for  believers. 
Restoring  the  invitation  would  help  us  re¬ 
gain  our  strength. 

Small-group  bonds 
give  believers  life 

By  DAVID  L.  HUFF 
Clinton  UMC,  Clinton,  III. 

Age  Category:  19-35 

Irony  of  ironies!  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  that  great  spiritual  power  that 
grew  with  our  nation  —  with  the  balanced 
calling  for  personal  and  social  renewal  — 
that  great  body  I  love  —  now  seeks  re¬ 
newal.  Where  shall  we  turn? 

Should  we  adopt  a  stronger  stance  on 
issues  such  as  abortion?  Should  we  reit¬ 
erate  our  stance  on  apartheid,  injustice 
and  oppression?  The  answer  is  probably 
“yes,”  but  such  actions  won’t  bring 
renewal. 

The  irony  is  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  need  look  only  to  itself  for  an  ex¬ 
cellent  model  for  the  “how”  of  renewal. 
The  early  Methodist  Societies  were 
themselves  elements  of  renewal  in  other 
denominations  long  before  Asbury  and 
Coke  took  hold  of  the  reins  of  leadership. 
One  of  the  best  ways  I  have  seen  for  re¬ 
newal  is  through  small  groups. 


Currently,  local  churches  depend  pri¬ 
marily  on  Sunday  worship  and  church- 
school  programs  for  the  empowerment  of 
believers.  But,  that  is  not  enough.  We 
need  to  develop  informal  group  situa¬ 
tions  (preferably  in  one  another’s 
homes)  where  the  Scriptures  can  be 
studied,  prayer  can  be  practiced  and  en¬ 
couragement  can  be  given.  Such  groups 
have  been  successful  elsewhere. 

Dr.  Paul  Yonggi  Cho’s  350, 000- member 
church  in  Korea  is  due  in  many  ways  to 
the  unity  and  connection  provided  by  its 
"cell  groups.”  Stonecraft  Ministries, 
sponsor  of  Christian  Women’s  Club,  uses 
“Bible  coffees”  for  an  informal  atmos¬ 
phere  that  invites  all  to  come  not  only  to 
hear  of  God  but,  it  is  hoped,  also  to  expe¬ 
rience  God. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  needs 
such  groups.  They  must  be  organized, 
though  not  stilted  and  formal.  With  the 
renewal  of  Wesleyan  studies  for  today, 
we  have  an  excellent  theology.  What  we 
need  is  not  further  stances,  positions  or 
debates.  We  need  a  way  to  nurture  and 
excite  the  church  on  a  local  level  so  we 
all  may  be  participants  in  sharing  the 
good  news  of  Jesus  Christ! 

Ministries  to  singles 
serve  growing  need 

By  DICK  DUNN 
Roswell  UMC,  Roswell,  Ga. 

Age  Category:  36  or  over 

What  must  happen  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  experience  new  vi¬ 
tality  and  growth?  Each  of  us  undoubt¬ 
edly  has  an  answer  to  that  question  based 
upon  our  own  perspective  of  the  church.  I 
would  like  to  raise  at  least  one  area  that 
our  denomination  has  not  adequately  ad¬ 
dressed  —  the  needs  and  potential  of  sin¬ 
gle  adults  (divorced,  widowed  and  never 
married). 

Singles  are  the  fastest  growing  group 
in  our  country  —  from  17  million  in  1960 
to  almost  70  million  today.  Such  a  phe¬ 
nomenon  cannot  help  but  have  an  effect 
upon  every  aspect  of  society,  including 
the  church.  It  is  amazing  that  various 
studies  about  the  church’s  membership 
loss  have  almost  totally  ignored  what  has 
been  happening  with  singles. 

Several  articles  have  appeared  re¬ 
cently  showing  how  the  Baptists  are  con¬ 
tinuing  to  grow.  I  don’t  know  about  other 
areas  of  the  country,  but  I  do  know  that  in 
the  Atlanta  area  almost  every  Baptist 
church  has  a  ministry  with  single  adults. 
I  know  that  the  Baptists  publish  a 
monthly  singles  magazine  with  a  circula¬ 
tion  of  400,000  copies.  Yet  somehow, 
when  we  study  Baptist  growth  compared 
to  United  Methodist  losses,  this  issue  is 
overlooked. 

I  have  been  working  with  singles  min¬ 
istries  for  four  years.  Over  and  over 
single  persons  tell  me  what  my  own  expe¬ 
rience  revealed  several  years  ago; 
singles  frequently  feel  they  do  not  belong 
in  the  church  because  it  is  so  strongly 
geared  to  couples  and  families.  For 
many  single  adults,  their  most  lonely  ex¬ 
perience  is  going  to  church. 

Some  say  that  it  is  wrong  to  separate 
single  persons  tor  a  special  program. 
Yet,  we  have  always  had  special  pro¬ 
grams  —  for  youth,  women,  men,  young 
adults,  senior  citizens,  minorities,  etc. 
Why  do  we  suddenly  feel  that  it  is  wrong 
to  minister  to  the  special  needs  of  one  of 
the  largest  segments  of  today’s  society? 
And  doesn’t  our  failure  to  minister  to  this 
group,  coupled  with  our  subsequent 
losses,  tell  us  something? 

Efforts  must  exceed 
history,  bureaucracy 

B>  NORRIS  E.  MILES 
Wharton-Wesley  UMC,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Age  Category:  36  or  over 

It  is  conceivable  that  the  difficulty  in 
revitalizing  United  Methodism  is  largely 
implicated  in  the  title  used.  Methodism 
cannot  stand  alone.  If  John  Wesley  is  the 
author  and  finisher  of  one’s  faith,  then 
one’s  faith  is  finished,  and  United  Meth¬ 
odism  is  pro-rated  to  share  the  same 
fate. 

To  know  our  church’s  history  is  good, 
but  to  make  revitalizing  history  is  much 
better.  Lives  of  great  Methodists  are  sub¬ 
lime  reminders,  but  the  lives  of  the  de¬ 
praved,  destitute  and  the  arrogant  af¬ 
fluent  are  greater  motivators  for  action 
today. 

Fortunately  our  chart  and  compass  for 
action  came  from  a  more  authoritative 
source  than  the  United  Methodist  Disci¬ 


pline,  the  Council  of  Bishops  or  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference. 

United  Methodism  will  be  revitalized 
only  by  the  implementation  of  God’s 
word,  without  the  assistance  of  “inclu¬ 
sive  language"  or  “realistic”  corrections 
regarding  sex,  materialism,  nationalism 
or  stewardship.  God’s  simple  message 
should  not  be  complicated  by  intellectual 
and  organizational  gymnastics  to  the 
“glory”  of  United  Methodism. 

Revitalization  is  stymied  by  the  hypo¬ 
crisy  of  partly  committed,  half-dressed, 
comfort-seeking  “soldiers  of  the  cross.” 
They  either  ignore  the  warning  of  the 
soul-chilling  battle  in  progress  or  they 
cowardly  retreat  to  discuss  jurisdictional 
boundaries  or  similar  issues.  They  know 
Jesus,  the  supreme  boundary  setter,  has 
set  the  straight-and-narrow  path  specifi¬ 
cations  that  are  circumscribed  by  the 
love  of  God  and  one’s  neighbor.  Yet, 
while  thousands  starve  to  death  each 
year  and  thousands  of  thousands  are  con¬ 
stantly  in  a  state  of  suffering,  United 
Methodists  hold  seminars  and  sponsor 
contests,  supposedly  to  ascertain  the  will 
of  God. 

To  those  who  earnestly  seek  revitaliza¬ 
tion,  Jesus  repeats:  “I  am  the  vine:  ye 
are  the  branches  .  .  .  without  me,  ye  can 
do  nothing.”  With  Jesus,  all  things  are 
possible.  Even  United  Methodists  “shall 
come  with  rejoicing,  bringing  in  the 
sheaves”! 

Church  must  be  willing 
to  change  structures 

By  PHILIP  M.  NIBLACK 

First  UMC,  Festus  —  Crystal  City,  Mo. 

Age  Category:  36  or  over 

Although  renewal  of  the  church  is  al¬ 
ways  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  there  are 
areas  in  which  the  people  of  God  may 
contribute  to  the  Spirit’s  work  of  re¬ 
newal. 

One  such  area  is  the  field  of  organi¬ 
zation. 

We  are  all  aware,  I  think,  that  our  cul¬ 
ture  is  changing  dramatically.  One  of  the 
areas  of  greatest  change  is  precisely  in 
how  organizations  function.  Could  a  part 
of  our  problem  be  that  we  are  wedded  to 
organizational  styles  that  are  increas¬ 
ingly  out  of  touch  with,  and  alienating  to, 
our  total  constituency?  I  think  so. 

All  around  us  the  trends  toward  decen¬ 
tralization  and  non-hierarchic  structures 
are  clear.  All  around  us  participatory 
democracy  appears  to  be  on  the  rise,  and 
representative  structures  appear  stag¬ 
nant.  Yet  United  Methodism  remains 
committed  in  theory  and  practice  to  all 
these  increasingly  outmoded  forms. 

We  will  grow  increasingly  irrelevant  to 
this  society  as  we  continue  to  mirror  or¬ 
ganizational  patterns  that  are  them¬ 
selves  increasingly  irrelevant. 

Specifically,  our  representative  struc¬ 
tures  must  strive  to  become  more  parti¬ 
cipatory  in  tone  (i.e.  to  really  reflect, 
rather  than  dictate  to,  the  church’s 
grass-roots  members).  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  particularly  our  general 
church  agencies,  must  be  de-emphasized 
as  the  symbolic  center  of  the  church  and 
made  more  thoroughly  the  servants, 
rather  than  the  masters,  of  the  church. 

We  must  seek  to  function  not  as  a  pyra¬ 
mid  where  power  flows  from  the  top,  but 
as  a  true  horizontal  “connection.”  Even 
the  annual  conference,  where  increas¬ 
ingly  our  focus  should  be,  must  yield 
many  of  its  prerogatives  to  the  local 
church,  up  to  and  including  a  new  sensi¬ 
tivity  to  the  semi-congregationalism  that 
has  emerged  regarding  clergy  appoint¬ 
ments. 

Unless  United  Methodism  is  willing  to 
reform  its  19th-century  style  of  organiza¬ 
tion,  it  will  appear,  and  increasingly  be, 
out  of  touch  with  a  new  age 

People  provide  tools 
for  transmitting  spirit 

By  GINGER  MILLETT 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Age  Category:  19-35 

In  every  age  when  people  who  have 
been  touched  by  God’s  love  in  turn  touch 
others,  then  new  life  bursts  forth.  A  love 
that  spreads  love,  however,  is  one  born 
only  through  deep  encounter  with  the 
Lord  of  life. 

John  Wesley  knew  the  power  of  this 
kind  of  love.  The  Methodist  movement 
was  in  fact  sparked  because  Wesley  con¬ 
veyed  the  love  of  God  to  people  in  a 
meaningful  way.  He  had  experienced  the 
grace  of  God  himself,  and  that  life-trans- 
forming  experience  was  the  stepping 
stone  that  enabled  him  to  share  God’s 
love  with  others. 

Like  Wesley,  the  people  who  have 
transmitted  this  vital  kind  of  love 
through  the  centuries  have  been  individ¬ 
uals  who  “intentionally”  sought  God.  In 
essence  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  initiator  of 
new  life  to  individuals  and  to  the  church, 
but  the  reality  remains  that  we  must  con¬ 
sistently  open  ourselves  to  God  for  his 
life-giving  Spirit  to  flow  within  us  and 
through  us  to  others. 

To  a  great  extent,  we  United  Method¬ 
ists  have  renounced  a  “method”ism  that 
would  help  us  continue  to  encounter  God. 
We  have  largely  abandoned  the  means  of 
grace  and  have  turned  from  a  costly  dis¬ 
cipleship  that  encompasses  vital  prayer, 
sacrificial  giving  and  humble  servant- 
hood. 

Today  the  longing  for  God  seems 
sorely  suppressed  by  the  distractions  and 
attractions  of  our  society.  We  have  pre¬ 
occupied  ourselves  with  physical  reality 
to  the  exclusion  of  spiritual  reality.  But  if 
we  can  grasp  again  the  dynamic  of  seek¬ 
ing  and  responding  to  God’s  Spirit,  new 
life  and  energy  can  flow  into  our  church. 

United  Methodists  must  earnestly  seek 
God,  catch  the  vision  of  love  anew  and 
take  up  the  journey  once  more.  Only  then 
as  we  walk  intimately  with  our  Lord  can 
we  be  His  renewing  presence  in  this 
world. 
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be  in  mission,”  he  said. 

Mission  should  be  reciprocal 

Mr.  Maple  has  a  long-standing 
conviction  that  mission  should  be  not 
only  global  and  personal  but  also 
reciprocal,  which  he  wrote  about  in  the 
denomination’s  world  mission  magazine 
in  1976.  That  concept  of  mission  has 
made  interaction  with  Mexican  church 
groups  an  important  part  of  the  mission 
experience  for  Mr.  Maple.  Through  the 
years,  churches  he  has  served  have  es¬ 
tablished  reciprocal  relations  with 
several  Monterrey  churches. 

Thus,  the  organizational  — 
promotional  meeting  held  in  January 
1984  in  the  Lovely  Lane  Church  in  Cedar 
Rapids  that  set  the  August  mission  work 
experience  in  motion  also  helped 
establish  a  reciprocal  relation  with  a 
Mexican  Methodist  church.  Present  was 
a  Mexican  layman,  Gilberto  Olavarrieta, 
as  well  as  a  United  Methodist 
missionary,  the  Rev.  William  B 
Hutchinson,  both  of  Monterrey.  Both 
later  helped  oversee  the  work  project  in 
San  Juan. 

At  the  other  end  of  that  reciprocal 
mission,  the  Iowans  were  guests  for  the 
Sunday  evening  meal  and  worship 
service  in  the  Buenos  Aires  Methodist 
Church  in  Monterrey  of  which  Mr. 
Olavarrieta  is  a  member.  Mr. 
Olavarrieta ’s  daughter  and  the  Buenos 
Aires  pastor’s  daughter  stayed  in  the 
motel  with  the  mission  team  and  helped 
them  with  the  Bible  school  in  San  Juan. 

Other  Mexican  Methodists  who 
interacted  with  the  Iowans  during  their 
week  in  San  Juan  included  Bishop  Miguel 
Hernandez,  episcopal  leader  of  the 
Conferencia  Fronteriza  (Northern 
Conference)  and  district  superintendent 
Ricardo  Esparza.  Both  had  worked  with 
Dr.  Hutchinson  and  Mr.  Maple  in 
planning  the  work  for  the  mission  team. 
The  bishop,  Mr.  Esparza,  and  newly 
appointed  San  Juan  pastor  Manuel 
Padilla  visited  the  mission  team  and  ate 
tacos  with  the  Iowans. 

Superintendent  Esparza  had  a 
personal  interest  in  the  work  project  and 
a  special  bond  with  the  Iowans.  As  part 
of  an  Iowan-Mexican  work  team  in  July 
of  1980,  he  and  Mr.  Maple  had  jointly  laid 
the  cornerstone  for  the  small  medical 
clinic  which  launched  a  pilot  mission 
project  in  San  Juan. 

Mr.  Maple's  involvement  in  the  San 
Juan  project  came  after  a  number  of 
mission  work  team  experiences 
involving  social  work  in  an  inner-city 
neighborhood  in  Monterrey  and  in 
helping  develop  Methodist-owned  Camp 
Sierra  Linda  near  Horse  Tail  Falls. 

When  the  Mexican  church  leaders 
chose  San  Juan  as  the  site  of  a  pilot 
mission  project  “to  see  what  could  be 
done  to  help  a  small  village  in  Northern 
Mexico,”  Mr.  Maple  helped  Dr. 
Hutchinson  initiate  the  project  with  a 
town  meeting  in  November  1979.  Fifty  of 
the  2,000  to  3,000  inhabitants  met  in  the 
small  Methodist  church  and  prioritized 
their  most  immediate  concerns  — 
nutrition,  health  care  and  job  training. 
Iowans  immediately  began  to  raise 
money  for  a  small  medical  clinic  to  be 
built  on  the  church  property. 

Several  states  represented 

Since  then,  four  Iowa  mission  teams, 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Overseas  Relief,  a  North  Carolina 
layman,  the  Pontiac  District  in  Illinois, 
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for  the  Lord  will  make  young  readers  more  aware  of  their  spiritual 
ancestors'  heroism  on  the  American  frontier.  $8.95,  paper.  No.  45570-7 
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SAN  JUAN,  Neuvo,  Leon,  Mexico 
—  Children  crowd  around  Laura 
Chelikowsky  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
during  a  Bible-school  session  outside 
the  Methodist  Church  here.  The 
instruction  was  part  of  the  work  done 
by  a  mission  team  from  Iowa.  Miss 
Chelikowsky,  19,  who  has  come  to 
San  Juan  for  four  summers,  was  co¬ 
director  of  the  Bible  School. 
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the  San  Angelo  District  in  Texas  and 
several  Mexican  churches  have  been 
involved  in  the  San  Juan  work.  Besides 
making  repairs  on  the  church,  they  have 
contributed  to  the  building  and  equipping 
of  the  medical  clinic,  built  an 
education  and  social  center,  and 
launched  a  hunger  relief  project. 

‘‘We  had  no  idea  where  we  were  going 
when  we  started,”  Mr.  Maple  said 
referring  to  the  earlier  work  in  San  Juan. 
‘‘Just  about  the  time  it  seemed  to  be  a 
dead  end,  another  door  would  open  —  and 
now  we’ve  got  a  pastor  on  the  job,  which  is 
absolutely  miraculous.  It’s  as  if  he’d 
been  born  for  the  job  —  enthusiasm, 
determination  and  enough  drive.” 

Mr.  Padilla  was  assigned  in  July  as  the 
first  full-time  pastor  in  San  Juan.  The 
bishop  has  stated  his  hope  that  as  soon  as 
the  church  program  in  San  Juan  was  well 
underway  Mr.  Padilla  could  start 
building  a  congregation  in  Cadereyta  —  a 
dream  long  talked  about. 

In  an  ongoing  involvement,  according 
to  Mr.  Maple,  the  six  Io\va  churches  have 
pledged  $125  per  month  in  supplemental 
support  for  the  new  pastor  to  help  make 
his  work  in  San  Juan  and  Cadereyta 
possible.  The  Pontiac  District  in  Illinois 
has  indicated  a  desire  to  start 
constructing  a  church  in  Cadereyta  in 
February  1985,  and  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Plano,  Texas,  which 
played  host  to  the  Iowa  work  team  one 
night  on  its  return  trip  from  Mexico,  has 
expressed  interest  in  purchasing  a  TRAG 
(TRansportation  AGriculture)  vehicle 
for  use  in  the  Methodist  agriculture- 
hunger  project  in  San  Juan. 

Members  of  the  1984  Iowa  mission 
team  unanimously  agreed  that  they  want 
to  return  next  year  to  work.  Some  of 
them,  like  Art  Roderick  of  Lovely  Lane 
Church  and  Gayle  Buroker  and  Dr. 
Duane  Carr  of  St.  Paul’s  Church  in  Cedar 
Rapids,  have  learned  by  several  years’ 
participation  in  San  Juan  mission  teams 
that  ‘‘whenever  you  dig  a  hole,  you  never 
know  what  someone  else  may  come  along 
and  put  in  it.”  They  have  seen  holes  they 
had  dug  become  buildings  —  with  the 
help  of  other  brothers  and  sisters  in 
Christ. 

In  the  meantime,  team  members  will 
be  telling  the  story  of  their  mission 
experience  in  their  respective  churches 
and  have  set  Oct.  6  as  a  day  to  gather  in 
the  Lovely  Lane  Church  in  Cedar  Rapids 
to  share  slides  and  pictures  of  their 
Mexico  trip  with  each  other  and  their 
families. 


Iowa  group  redoes  roof 
on  rural  Mexican  church 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

MONTERREY,  Mexico  —  ‘‘They  also 
serve  ...”  who  stand  over  a  Coleman 
camp  stove  browning  rice  in  oil  or  who 
stand  at  a  rough  plank  work  table  dicing 
chayotes  (a  type  of  squash)  for  soup  or 
peeling  mangoes  and  papayas  for  fruit 
salad. 

Preparing  meals,  however,  for  some  50 
people  was  only  a  small  part  of  the  recent 
eight-day  mission  experience  of  a  work 
team  of  27  youth,  17  adults  and  3  children 
from  Iowa. 

Like  many  other  mission  teams,  the 
Iowans  are  part  of  a  growing  move  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church  to 
personalize  mission. 

Each  day  after  morning  worship, 
group  members  left  their  motel  in 
Cadereyta,  about  20  miles  east  of  here, 
and  went  10  miles  by  van  to  the  village  of 
San  Juan,  Nuevo  Leon.  There  they 
worked  on  several  projects,  the  major 
one  being  to  redo  the  roof  on  the 
Methodist  church  to  provide  better 
insulation  by  adding  wooden  decking 
under  the  corrugated  tin. 


After  taking  off  the  tin  sheets,  team 
members  reinforced  the  roof  trusses. 
With  constant  reminders  from  the  adults 
to  make  sure  the  boards  were  close 
together,  youth  helped  cut  and  nailed 
wooden  one-by-fours  into  place. 

Took  part  in  services 

Work-team  members  pounded  the  last 
nails  into  the  galvanized  tin  securing  it  to 
the  new  decking  on  their  last  night  there 
while  an  evangelistic  meeting  began  in 
the  sanctuary  below  them.  Team 
members  had  rigged  temporary  lighting 
for  open-air  street  services  of  the 
evangelistic  campaign  that  coincided 
with  the  team  presence  in  San  Juan  and 
in  which  team  members  participated. 

During  the  week,  team  members  also 
removed  cracked  stucco  from  the 
church’s  brick  exterior  walls  —  a  task 
accomplished,  said  one  participant,  by 
‘‘pounding  away  with  the  tools  at  hand  — 
rocks,  sticks,  whatever.” 

In  addition,  the  Iowans  painted  the  iron 
window  frames  and  the  interior  walls  of 
the  education  and  social  building.  The 


Preparation  takes  months 

For  the  six  Iowa  youth  groups  and  the 
churches  they  represented,  the  mission 
experience  began  months  earlier  with  a 
variety  of  money-raising  activities. 
Lovely  Lane  UMC  mission  team 
members  used  a  drawing  of  the  Mexican 
church  roof  divided  into  “shingle” 
squares  that  they  sold  to  individuals  and 
families  to  raise  their  pledge  of  $500 
toward  the  estimated  $3,100  needed  for 
materials  in  San  Juan. 

Fund-raisers  at  other  churches 
included  car  washes,  bake  sales,  a  pot- 
luck  supper,  a  carnival  and  a  sweetheart 
banquet.  One  youth  group  sold  pizzas  and 
candles  and  presented  a  dinner-theater 
production;  youth  from  another  church 
participated  in  a  dance  marathon.  By 
working  with  church  members  to  raise 
money  for  their  pledges  to  buy  materials 
and  to  help  cut  individual  expenses  for 
the  mission  trip,  youth  helped  their 
congregations  become  personally 
involved  in  the  mission  project.  Nearly 
all  groups  received  additional  money 
designated  for  missions  from  church 
budgets  or  from  special  offerings. 

Grace  Church  sent  its  mission  team  out 
with  a  commissioning  service  and 
committed  itself  to  prayer  for  the  team’s 
well-being  and  the  success  of  the  mission 
experience.  The  Rev.  Martha  Ward,  co¬ 
pastor,  said,  “We  wanted  the 
congregation  to  fully  own  the  project  — 
to  be  a  part  of  it  and  feel  that  it.was  their 
mission  trip,  too.” 

Grace  Church  youths’  preparation  for 
the  trip  included  group-building  sessions 
in  which  they  tried  to  prepare  for 
problems  such  as  the  “crunching'  ’ 
closeness  of  traveling  nine  persons  in  a 
van  for  3,600  miles  and  living  together  in 
a  motel  eight  days.  They  expressed 
apprehensions  and  agreed  on  guidelines, 
rules,  and  ways  they  would  deal  with 
problems  when  they  arose.  Group 
members  pledged  that  they  would  speak 
freely  in  group  sessions  each  evening  as 
a  means  of  preventing  major  tension 
buildups  and  to  share  both  positive  and 
negative  reactions. 

All  six  church  groups  met  together  for 
orientation  and  information  sessions  and 
learned  songs  in  Spanish  to  share  with 
Mexican  congregations.  Some  groups 
took  crash  courses  in  Spanish. 

Curriculum  features  mission 

For  several  years,  in  addition  to  lead¬ 
ing  mission  work-project  teams,  Mr. 
Maple  has  been  developing  and  testing 
“A  Short  Course  in  Christianity.”  He 
describes  this  as  a  core  curriculum  for 
United  Methodist  youth  around  which 
many  activities  can  be  added  to  build  a 
year’s  church  youth  program. 

“I’m  convinced,”  he  said  in  explaining 
the  curriculum,  “both  through  my 
experience  and  through  my  theology  that 
mission  has  to  be  involved  in  youth 
training.”  A  part  of  the  curriculum  is 
training  youth  to  present  the  material  to 
other  youth.  “The  highly  mission- 
oriented  material  ties  scripture  directly 
to  crucial  developmental  issues  of 
youth,”  said  Mr.  Maple,  adding  that 
the  curriculum  helps  youth  learn  to  share 
their  faith. 

“Their  experiences  in  the  mission  field 
are  a  part  of  the  learning  and  the  need  to 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  United  Methodist  churches  from  all  parts 
of  the  United  Slates  have  for  many  years  sent  volunteer 
mission  work  teams  to  other  countries  for  short-term  projects 
in  which  they  invest  both  money  and  “sweat  labor.”  The  in¬ 
creasing  frequency  over  the  last  decade  of  these  mission  work 
trips,  continuing  the  traditional  Methodist  dedication  to  global 
mission  outreach,  indicates  an  increasing  desire  among  the 
grass  roots  of  United  Methodism  to  personalize  mission.  In 
recognition  of  this  need  for  laity  to  serve  beyond  their  local 
communities,  the  1980  General  Conference  affirmed  that  the 
church  is  responsible  to  make  these  opportunities  available. 
Northern  Mexico  has  long  attracted  mission  volunteers  be¬ 
cause  of  its  proximity  to  the  U.S.  It  is,  therefore,  not  unusual 
for  teams  from  widely  separated  areas  of  the  United  Slates  to 


work  simultaneously  on  different  Advance  Special  projects  in 
the  Monterrey  area.  From  start  to  finish,  too,  most  projects 
represent  the  participation  of  a  number  of  churches  and  work 
teams.  The  Rev.  William  B.  Hutchinson  of  Monterrey,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  missionary  with  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  works  with  the  autonomous  Mexican  Methodist 
Church  in  coordinating  the  “second  mile  giving”  projects  in 
northern  Mexico.  The  stories  and  pictures  on  this  page  are 
from  a  recent  week  spent  at  sites  of  two  of  these  approved  pro¬ 
jects  in  the  Monterrey  area.  One  story  tells  about  a  mission 
team  from  Iowa  and  its  involvement  in  a  pilot  project  in  a 
village  30  miles  east  of  Monterrey.  The  other  story  is  a  vignette 
about  a  mission  team  from  Texas  working  at  the  same  time  in  a 
city  church  in  Monterrey. 


SAN  JUAN,  Nuevo  Leon,  Mexico 
—  Art  Roderick  steadies  a  two-by- 
six  as  the  Rev.  Don  Maple  cuts  it 
for  a  truss  reinforcement.  The  board 
went  into  the  new  roof  on  the 


Methodist  Church  here.  Mr. 
Roderick  and  Mr.  Maple  have 
worked  together  on  six  mission  work 
teams  in  Mexico  since  1976.  Mr. 
Roderick  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  left 


a  family  vacation  in  California  to 
join  the  Iowa  group  led  by  Mr. 
Maple,  pastor  of  Broadview  UMC  in 
Bettendorf,  Iowa. 

PHOTO  BY  DAVE  SUNDBERG 


building  had  been  started  by  the  Iowa 
mission  team  in  1982  and  brought  to  near 
completion  earlier  this  year  by  a 
mission  team  from  the  United  Methodist 
Pontiac  (Ill.)  District. 

Bible  school  held  daily 

Youth  and  adults  in  the  Iowa  group 
held  daily  Bible  school  for  some  30  local 
children.  In  charge  were  Laura 
Olavarrieta,  17,  from  the  Buenos  Aires 
Methodist  Church  in  Monterrey  and 
Laura  Chelikowsky,  19,  from  Lovely 
Lane  Church  in  Cedar  Rapids. 

This  made  the  fourth  such  mission 
team  experience  in  San  Juan  for  Miss 
Chelikowsky,  who  said  she  finally  knew 
enough  Spanish  this  time  “to  really  carry 


on  a  conversation.”  Looking  back,  she 
admitted  that  the  first  few  years  she  had 
come  to  have  fun  and  practice  Spanish 
adding,  “This  year  I  had  a  desire  to  serve 
God  and  share  my  faith.” 

Members  of  the  Iowa  mission  team 
came  from  six  United  Methodist 
churches  in  five  towns. 

Uniting  47  persons  from  six  churches  in 
a  common  purpose  and  organizing  them 
into  a  group  was  no  small  feat  even  for 
the  Rev.  Don  Maple  of  Bettendorf, 
veteran  mission  team  leader. 

A  major  factor  in  this  feat  was  that 
each  participant  had  either  a  direct  or  an 
indirect  tie  to  Mr.  Maple  himself  over  the 
past  12  years.  Mr.  Maple  is  pastor  of 
Broadview  UMC  in  Bettendorf  and  a 
former  pastor  of  two  other  churches 
represented  in  this  year’s  team. 

Those  personal  contacts  influenced  not 
only  mission  team  participants  but  also 
contributions  for  mission  projects. 
According  to  Norma  Ripkey,  secretary 
of  First  UMC  in  Boone,  Iowa,  her 
church’s  Easter  offering  this  year  came 
to  $1,000  instead  of  the  usual  $500  to  $600 
because  it  was  designated  for  the  San 
Juan  project. 

“People  seem  to  give  more 
generously,”  Mrs.  Ripkey  said,  “at  least 
in  our  church,  when  they  can  identify 
with  a  mission  project  —  when  they  know 
what  it  is  going  for  or  know  people  who 
have  been  there.” 

Mr.  Maple  said,  “My  experience  in 
mission  has  benefitted  in  so  many  ways 
the  churches  I’ve  served.”  For  example, 
he  said  the  current  experience  in  San 
Juan  had  impressed  upon  him  once  again 
the  importance  of  United  Methodists 
being  personally  in  mission  —  especially 
for  the  youth. 

“How  enthusiastic  the  youth  become 
and  how  spirit  filled!”  he  said.  “How 
well  they  work  together!  And  it’s  a 
lasting  thing  because  that  sort  of  spirit 
spills  into  other  activities.” 


Texans  contribute  money  and  muscle 


after  surveying  neighbor  church’s  needs 


In  spite  of  a  fierce  sun,  the  building 
seems  cool  under  the  exposed  trusses 
topped  by  wooden  decking  and  a 
corrugated,  galvanized  roofing. 

Large  wrought  iron  window  frames  are 
newly  painted  in  a  brownish  anti-rust 
coat  that  is  splattered  with  concrete  used 
to  caulk  around  the  frames.  Scattered 
tools  and  another  ladder  add  to  the 
clutter  of  the  interior  through  which 
retired  Air  Force  Lt.  Col.  Jim  Watkins, 
now  a  businessman,  makes  his  way  to  the 
side  door,  stirring  cement  in  a  plastic 
coffee  cup. 

Crossing  a  small  open  area  to  a  tiny 
two-room  building,  Mr.  Watkins  uses  the 
cement  to  help  stockbroker  Glen 
Krueger  install  a  toilet  which  they  then 
test  with  a  first  flush  from  a  bucket  of 
water.  By  this  time,  they  are  joined  by 
seminary  student  Carlos  Moreno  from 
Hidalgo,  Nuevo  Leon,  and  Mr.  Watkins’ 
wife,  Mary. 

Inside  a  nearby  wooden  structure 
(the  old  sanctuary)  about  one-third  the 
size  of  the  new  block  building.  Bill 
Holchak,  Bexar  County  (Texas) 
Commissioners’  Court  administrator, 
and  Capt.  Mike  Allen,  Air  Force 
cardiologist,  install  hardware  on  one  of 
the  two  wooden  front  doors  for  the  new 
church.  Civil  engineer  Bert  Reynolds 
shows  the  other  men  a  tool  box  that  his 
young  protege  Ernesto  built  on  his  own 
from  Mr.  Reynolds’  design,  and  he  and 
Ernesto  fit  a  latch  on  the  lid  of  the  box. 

Finishing  a  week  of  work  such  as 
painting  window  frames,  shoveling  dirt 
and  carrying  concrete  blocks,  cutting 
ridges  in  block  walls  for  electrical 
conduits,  carpentering  and  plumbing, 
the  mission  work  team  members  take 
time  out  to  share  “refrescos”  (sodas) 
with  United  Methodist  missionary 
William  B.  Hutchinson  ,  several  youths, 
children  and  a  visiting  journalist. 

Children  enjoyed  it 

Mr.  Watkins  pauses  from  his  top¬ 
spinning  with  the  children  to  say,  "One  of 
the  really  fun  things  of  all  this  has  been 
the  Mexican  children.  They’ve  shoveled 
dirt,  sawed,  and  eaten  with  us.”  He  adds 
that  mission  team  members  have 
learned  a  valuable  lesson  —  that  they  are 
there  not  to  show  Mexicans  how  to  do 
things  but  to  do  things  the  way  the 
Mexicans  want  them  done.  “You  can’t 
impose  your  values  on  them,”  he  says. 

Speaking-  of  the  experience,  Mr. 


Moreno  describes  it  as  a  time  of 
fellowship  and  friendship  among 
Christians  and  as  something  very 
beautiful  for  the  children  to  be  able  to 
work  with  the  American  group. 

“The  people  have  been  so  friendly,” 
Mrs.  Temperley  said,  “and  oh,  the 
children  —  so  much  love  in  their  eyes." 

“The  experience  has  been  a  big 
success  as  far  as  we’re  concerned," 
affirms  Dr.  Allen,  chairman  of  St. 
Andrew’s  commission  on  missions  and 
instigator  of  the  project.  The  trip  was  the 
realization  of  a  four-year  dream  and 
effort  on  his  part.  “I  thought  it  would 
help  the  church  grow,”  explains  Dr. 
Allen,  adding,  “We  were  not  doing 
anything  in  our  church  for  others.” 

In  August  1983,  an  exploratory  team 
from  St.  Andrew’s  went  to  Monterrey  to 
look  at  work  possibilities.  Team 
members  talked  to  Mexican  church 
leaders  and  visited  with  a  work  team 
involved  in  a  project  there,  then  returned 
to  San  Antonio  to  try  to  interest  the 
church  in  the  project. 

St.  Andrew’s  contributed  $2,000  toward 
materials  for  the  Jerusalem  Church,  and 
each  member  of  the  work  team  paid  his 
or  her  own  expenses  of  about  $140, 
staying  in  a  dormitory  in  Monterrey 
and  preparing  group  meals  tnere. 

“At  first  it  didn’t  make  sense  to  me  to 
travel  from  the  United  States  to  Mexico 
to  do  physical  labor,”  Mr.  Krueger 
admits. 

Not  the  easy  way  out 

“Our  dollars  could  hire  manual  labor 
and  get  more  work  done,  but  sending 
dollars  is  the  easy  way  out.  That  way, 
you  don’t  get  involved.”  Mr.  Krueger 
adds  that  if  a  group  makes  definite  plans 
of  what  it  will  accomplish  and  expects 
those  plans  to  work  out,  participants  will 
be  disappointed. 

Mr.  Temperley  explains,  “We  were 
surprised  at  the  length  of  time  it  took 
just  to  shop  for  materials  in  Monterrey." 
He  admitted  that  it  was  a  little 
frustrating,  that,  because  of  cultural 
differences,  the  work  team  hadn’t 
accomplished  as  much  as  they  had 
expected  to  in  the  time  they  were  there. 

“We’re  looking  forward  to  services 
again  tomorrow,”  says  Mr.  Halchak, 
indicating  that  the  mission  team  planned 
to  end  their  mission  experience  as  they 
had  begun  it  a  week  before  —  by  worship¬ 
ing  with  the  Jerusalem  congregation. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

MONTERREY,  Mexico  —  High  on  a 
ladder,  15-year-old  Ernesto  Lopez  of 
Monterrey  fits  pine  one-by-fours  into  an 
iron  frame  above  the  unfinished  doorway 
of  a  small  concrete  block  building.  Below 
him,  Debbie  Boyer  of  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  steadies  the  ladder  and  hands  up 
the  boards  that  have  been  precut  to  make 
a  diagonal  pattern.  Miss  Boyer  is  a 
member  of  an  eight-person  mission  work 
team  from  the  St.  Andrew’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  San  Antonio. 

Farther  back  in  the  25-foot-by-40-foot 
structure,  John  Temperley,  San  Antonio 
District  Treasurer,  and  his  wife,  Jane 
measure  the  wall  near  a  side  door.  A  pile 
of  dirt  and  broken  concrete  indicates  the 
approximate  position  of  a  future  raised 
platform  that  will  be  the  front  of  the 
sanctuary  of  the  Iglesia  Metodista 
Jerusale'n  (Jerusalem  Methodist 
Church)  on  the  northeast  outskirts  of 
Monterrey. 


MONTERREY,  Mexico  —  Jim 
Watkins  (left)  and  Glen  Krueger 
prepare  for  the  first  flush  of  the  toilet 
they  installed  in  Jerusalem  Method¬ 
ist  Church  here. 

STAFF  PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  B,SAPPINGTON 


Work  teams  involve  UMs  in  personal  mission  efforts 
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Two  United  Methodist 
aspirants  in  final  list 


CLASS 

FIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion 
$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 

THE  WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  seeking  a  Treasurer- 
Business  Manager.  Salary  range  $24,500-$28,500, 
housing  allowance,  utilities,  travel  and  benefits. 
Position  available  April  1.  1985  Send  resume  by  Oct. 

1  to:  Rev.  Wesley  E.  Blaha.  219  Center  Road. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education.  First  Unit 

resume  to  and  request  information  from  Box  545. 
Independence.  Kansas  67301 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  for  a  1.250  member  church  in 
fast  growing  area  Part  time  position  available  with 
negotiable  salary  based  on  experience  Respon¬ 
sibilities  include  three  choirs,  two/handbell  choirs, 
direction  of  musical  events,  and  music  education 
Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Box 
1317.  Bradenton.  Florida  33506-1317 

FULL-TIME  ORGANIST.  Choirmaster.  1400  member 

church.  Send  resume  to:  Charles  G.  Ashcraft,  121 
Harrison.  S  W  .  Camden.  Ark.  71701.  Phone  <501 1  836- 
6871 

ORGANIST/CHOIR  DIRECTOR:  Part  time 
position,  fine  musical  tradition,  trained  choir  and  a 
baroque  tracker  organ  all  at  Minnehaha  United 
Methodist  Church.  3701  E  50th  St..  Minneapolis. 
Minn  55417  Attention:  Brad  Pederson 

EXCITING  OPPORTUNITIES!  Full-time  staff 
positions  open  immediately.  Restart,  Inc  .  provides 
shelter,  training,  counseling  for  the  jobless  and 
homeless.  Program  Coordinator,  Resident  Manager 
and  Food  Services  Coordinator  (husband  and  wife 
team  possibility).  Some  experience  necessary  Send 
resumes  or  cad:  Schaefer,  3811  Oak  Lawn.  Dallas. 
Texas  75219 '2141  521-7790 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Director  ot  youth  and 
music  in  a  church  of  575  members  Salary 
negotiable  Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist' 
Church.  Sweetwater,  Texas 79556  < P  O  Box  498 > 

NEEDED  AT  ONCE:  Youth  Director,  salary 
negotiable,  send  resume  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O  Box  216.  El  Reno.  Okla.  73036 

RIO  -  DECEMBER  26-JANUARY  2  Via  Pan-Am 
Deluxe  Beach  Hotel.  Buffet  breakfast  daily,  city  lour 
—  much  more.  Bess  Loudermilk.  3339  Milton,  Dallas, 
Texas  75205 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  In  the  Smokies  near 

Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Completely 
furnished  efficiencies  $125  week.  $400  four  weeks: 
Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138,  Waynesville.  N.C  28786. 

CHURCH  SECRETARY  POSITION  available:  Full 

time;  Sunday,  Monday.  Tuesday.  Wednesday. 
Friday  Typing  50-60  wpm;  learn  to  use  computer: 
newsletter  preparation  and  layout:  person  should  be 
skilled  at  working  with  and  helping  people;  assist  in 
facilitating  church  activities  Contact  Pastor  Bill 
Miller,  FUMC  of  Los  Angeles.  1010  S  Flower  St 

WANTED  TO  BUY  Used  paper  folder  Write  to: 

West  Tulsa  United  Methodist  Church.  1923  South 
Phoenix.  Tulsa.  Oklahoma  74107.  or  call:  (918  )  583- 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  BUSINESS  Manager 
Dedicated,  experienced  in  financial,  personnel  and 
property  Send  resume  to  Business  Manager.  First 
UMC.  PO  Box  1138.  Si  Petersburg,  Fla  33731 

PKESEKVE  YOUR  OWN  Church's  History!  Publish 

it  Celebrate  its  anniversary.  Free  brochure, 
estimates  We  also  specialize  in  group  cookbooks  and 
family  histories.  Sanders  Printing,  Box  160-Ml. 
Garretson,  S.D  57030  '605)  594-3427 

EXPERIENCE  INDIA  With  Bob  Nave,  lormer  UM 

Missionary  Speaks  fluent  Hindi  24-day  tours 
October  and  January  Has  conducted  6  India  tours 
Free  brochures  from  5835  Lyndale  Ave..  S.. 
Minneapolis.  Minn  55419. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education:  1200 

member  church,  county  seat.  45  minutes  to  Metro 
Area  Oversight,  training,  support  for  volunteer 
staff,  and  small  groups  formation  Salary  negotiable 
Contact  Mr  Marvin  Gilliland,  c/d  Box  288. 

FREE  T-SHIRT  catalog  with  colorfully,  hand- 
painted,  original.  Christian  designs  Sizes  toddler 
thru  adult  Send  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to 
Covenant  Creations.  Box  210523,  Dallas.  Texas  7521 1. 

Knoxville.  Iowa -50138 

FOR  SALE  WurliUer  Organ.  Model  30,  suitable  lor 

small  church  Needs  some  repair  $400  or  make  offer. 
Cal  1(314  )  375-3763  or  677-0009  j 

A  Unique  Fundraiser 


Commissioned  by  the  White  Oak 
United  Methodist  Men's  Club,  these 
Coke®  bottles  commemorate  the  bicen¬ 
tennial  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

A  limited  number  of  Bicentennial 
Commemorative  Bottles  are  available 
in  minimum  orders  of  50  cases,  24 
bottles  per  case. 

50-200  cases  $30.00/case 

200  or  more  cases  $24. 00/case 


Yes  our  group  is  interested  in  selling  Methodist 
Bicentennial  Coke®  bottles.  Please  send  more 
information  to: 

NAME/CHURCH. - - 


-STATE- 


RETURN  TO:  White  Oak  Unites  Methodist  Church 

2232  Lyndon  Avenue  -  Chattanooga,  TN  37415 
ATTN:  Commemorative  Bicentennial  Bottles 


dates  to  early  Methodism 


By  WALTER  N.  VERNON 

A  unique  feature  in  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  the  annual  stationing  — 
or  assigning  —  of  preachers  to  their  tasks. 
Dr.  Abel  Stevens  in  an  earlier  day  called 
itinerancy  the  “grand  peculiarity  .  .  and 
cornerstone  of  the  whole  structure.” 

Many  appointments  are  re-assign- 
ments,  but  every  year  the  bishop  names 
a  pastor  for  each  charge  or  church.  The 
question  of  who  will  be  assigned  where 
has  been  asked  every  year  since  1773  in 
Methodist  conferences. 

Changes  are  sometimes  made  between 
annual  conference  sessions,  but  these  are 
only  occassional,  usually  due  to  deaths  or 
other  emergency  situations.  The  church 
press  has  discussed  the  pros  and  cons  of 
the  itinerant,  appointive  system  since 
early  years. 

Francis  Asbury  wrote  in  his  journal 
soon  after  reaching  America  (Nov.  19. 
1771):  “I  have  not  yet  the  thing  which  I 
seek  —  a  circulation  of  preachers,  to 
avoid  partiality  and  popularity.”  Six 
weeks  later  he  wrote,  "I  find  that  the 
preachers  have  their  friends  in  the  cities, 
and  care  not  to  leave  them.” 

He  began  at  once  to  move  them  around 
and  especially  sent  them  to  follow  the 
pioneers  moving  west.  Furthermore,  in 
the  earliest  years,  preachers  were  not 
allowed  to  stay  long'on  an  appointment. 
For  a  time  the  limit  was  six  months,  later 
one  year,  then  two,  three,  finally  four 


Circuit 

Writer 


years,  where  it  remained  until  early  in 
this  century.  This  was  essentially  true  in 
all  the  denominations  united  in  this 
denomination. 

One  argument  for  fairly  frequent  re¬ 
assignments  was  to  meet  the  changing 
needs  in  the  churches:  at  times  a  church 
needed  a  revivalist  who  could  win  large 
numbers  of  the  unchurched;  at  times,  an 
organizer  and  money-raiser  to  provide  a 
new  building;  at  other  times,  one  who 
could  guide  the  members  in  their 
theological  understandings. 

An  earlier  view  on  the  “surprise” 
element  in  appointment-making  was 
stated  by  Dr.  A.  J.  Weeks  in  the  Texas 
Christian  Advocate  in  the  1920s: 

“...lam  just  old-fashioned  enough  to 
believe  we  have  lost  something  worth¬ 
while  when  we  robbed  our  appointments 
of  the  surprise  element.  Not  that  that 
alone  is  worthwhile  .  .  .  There  are  battles 
to  fight,  strongholds  to  charge,  victories 
to  win.  Battles  cannot  be  won  by  asking 
the  soldiers  which  part  of  the  line  they 
wish  to  attack,  to  pick  out  the  enemy  they 
prefer  to  overcome. 


for  NCC  top  executive 


Banners  depict  United  Methodist  history 


NASHVILLE  —  Banners  18  feet  long  helped  provide  the  backdrop  of 
“Celebration  200"  at  recent  sessions  of  the  Tennessee  annual  conference. 
They  depict  the  history  of  Methodism  from  the  circuit  rider  to  the 
country  church  to  the  big  city  church  to  the  church  of  tomorrow.  They 


were  designed  by  Lilburne  Theuer  of  Nashville,  drawn  on  canvas  by  a 
professional  artist,  and  painted  by  youth  at  Blakemore  UMC  which  gets 
to  keep  the  banners. 

PHOTOS  COURTESY  TENNESSEE  CONFERENCE  UMR 


Critic  group  claims  NCC  withholds  data 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Serv  ice  Associate  Editor 

The  Institute  on  Religion  and  Demo¬ 
cracy,  a  Washington-based  research 
organization  known  in  part  for  its  attacks 
on  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  has 
been  denied  access  to  NCC  financial  re¬ 
cords  that  were  earlier  made  available  to 
reporters  from  a  church-related 
newspaper. 

The  Rev.  Warren  Day,  the  NCC  official 
who  made  the  decision  not  to  let  a  journa¬ 
list  from  the  IRD  examine  NCC  financial 
data  in  the  council’s  New  York 
offices,  said  he  regards  the  IRD,  a  fre¬ 
quent  critic  of  the  council,  as  deserving 
treatment  different  from  that  given  the 
Dallas-based  United  Methodist  Reporter 
because  the  paper  serves  the  largest 
member  communion  in  the  NCC. 

Wanted  non-routine  data 

Kerry  Ptacek,  research  director  of 
IRD,  said  in  a  telephone  interview  that 
he  first  tried  to  reach  James  B.  Styer,  the 
council’s  finance  officer,  in  June,  to  gain 
access  to  financial  information  that  was 
not  contained  in  data  routinely  made 
available  by  the  NCC. 

Mr.  Ptacek,  a  member  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  (USA),  said  he 
requested  access  to  computer  printouts 
which  United  Methodist  Reporter  staff 


THE  FINEST 
PECANS! 

•  For  FUND  RAISING 

•  For  BUSINESS  GIFTS 

•  For  PERSONAL  USE 


Meaty,  flavorlul  new  crop  pecans,  all 
picked  with  care  from  our  Georgia 
groves  processed  and  shipped  fresh 
from  our  spotless  plant 
ACE  PECAN  is  your  direct  source  tor  a 
complete  variety  ot  nutmeats  — 
walnuts,  pistachios,  almonds,  cashews, 
brazils  and  mixed  nuts  There  is  nothing 
in  your  local  grocery  store  that  com¬ 
pares  in  size,  quality  and  just-picked 

freshness! _ 

WRITE  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION1 
Brochure  Wholesale  Prices  How  To 
Sell  Brochure  and  SAMPLE  OFFER. 
Learn  how  organizations  profit  with 
Our  fund  rpis<ng  program1 


Ninth  and  Harris  Street 
Dept  625 
P.O  Box  65 

Cordele,  Georgia  31015 
Call  TOLL  FREE  1-800-323-0775 

Dept  625 


members  Roy  Howard  Beck  and 
Garlinda  Burton  had  been  allowed  to 
view  in  1983.  The  Reporter  staffers  were 
permitted  to  spend  several  hours  looking 
over  the  printouts  in  the  finance  office  in 
the  presence  of  a  finance  official.  The 
newspaper  was  preparing  an  extensive 
investigative  report  following  reports  in 
Reader’s  Digest  magazine  and  on  CBS 
TV’s  “60  Minutes”  alleging  NCC  support 
of  leftist  causes. 

According  to  the  IRD  official,  a  June  28 
appointment  was  subsequently  resched¬ 
uled  for  Aug.  7  and  then  canceled  by  Mr. 
Day  who  wrote  to  Mr.  Ptacek,  saying  “it 
will  not  be  possible  for  us  to  grant  you  a 
personal  interview,”  and  enclosing 
several  financial  documents,  including  a 
proposed  budget  and  an  auditor’s  report. 

Mr.  Beck  said  that  he  and  Ms.  Burton, 
who  left  the  Reporter  to  join  the  denomi¬ 
national  news  service,  were  allowed  to 
examine  a  large  (“eight  or  nine  inches 
tall")  computer  printout  of  NCC  finan¬ 
cial  data.  They  were  required  to  con¬ 
duct  their  investigation  in  the  presence  of 
an  NCC  finance  employee. 

Both  Mr.  Beck  and  Mr.  Ptacek  said 
they  had  heard  NCC  officials,  in  the  wake 
of  the  controversy  over  the  “60  Minutes” 
report,  make  such  statements  as  “our 
records  are  open”  or  “our  books  are 
open.” 

Mr.  Day  said  that  any  “head  of  com¬ 
munion”  (the  highest  elected  official  of 
an  NCC  member  body)  or  “head  of 
denominational  financial  office”  has 
access  to  the  NCC’s  books,  but  that 
access  is  not  routinely  given  to  “any  self- 
appointed  group  on  the  outside.” 

Responding  to  reports  that  officials 
had  claimed  “our  books  are  open,”  Mr. 
Day  said,  “I  have  not  found  this  sort  of 
thing  in  writing.” 

NCC  financial  records  are  “filled  with 
initials  and  acronyms,”  said  Mr.  Day, 
and  thus  may  be  misunderstood  by  an 
outsider  who  does  not  have  the  aid  of  an 
NCC  staff  person  in  interpreting  the 
data.” 

‘No  one  has  the  time’ 

“In  terms  of  the  stewardship  of  time 
and  resources,  no  one  has  the  time  to  do 
it,"  said  Mr.  Day.  “Our  experience  with 
the  IRD  is  that  they  have  constantly  dis¬ 
torted.  I  did  not  feel  it  was  worth  two 
hours  of  Jim  Styer’s  time”  to  show  the 
books  to  Mr.  Ptacek,  he  said.  “I  canceled 
the  appointment  and  we  sent  them  ( the 
IRD)  all  the  written  documents.” 

Mr.  Day  said  he  believes  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  the  only  NCC 
denomination  that  has  a  disclosure  docu¬ 
ment  with  line-item  breakdowns  of 
grants  the  denomination  makes  to  out¬ 
side  organizations. 

Mr.  Ptacek  said  that  the  Methodist  re¬ 
ports  —  “a  line-item  disclosure  of  what 
grants  have  been  made,  the  name  of  the 


organization,  and  a  description  of  what 
it’s  for”  —  were  the  kind  of  thing  he  was 
looking  for  at  the  NCC. 

He  said  he  believes  that  the  NCC  refus¬ 
al  to  let  him  see  the  books  is  related  to  the 
IRD’s  recent  charges  that  NCC  grants 
were  going  to  pro-Sandinista  groups  in 
Nicaragua.  “We’re  outraged.  This  is 


public  information,”  he  added. 

Mr.  Day  said  he  felt  justified  in  re¬ 
fusing  the  IRD’s  requests.  “Are  you 
obliged  to  cooperate  with  people  on  a 
fishing  expedition?” 

He  added  that  in  examinations  of  NCC 
finance  documents,  “No  one  has  ever 
found  any  ‘smoking  gun.’  ” 


Basic  ‘channel’  reaffirmed 
by  retired  Bishop  Martin 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

LITTLE  ROCK  —  Interviewed  on  his 
91st  birthday,  retired  Bishop  William  C. 
Martin  of  Little  Rock  said  there  has 
never  been  a  greater  need  for  the  minis¬ 
try  and  mission  of  the  church. 

Bishop  Martin,  who  retired  in  1964,  was 
interviewed  by  Michael  Mitchell,  assis¬ 
tant  editor  of  the  Arkansas  United 
Methodist  newspaper. 

“I  think  of  the  local  congregation  as 
being  the  normal  channel  through  which 
the  will  and  purpose  of  Christ  are 
revealed,”  the  bishop  said.  “It  is  dis¬ 
turbing  to  read  in  the  record  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  instances  of  entire 
annual  conferences  declining  in 
membership.” 

To  remedy  that  problem,  the  bishop 
said,  there  is  a  need  for  trained,  inspired 
ministers  who  can  encourage  church 
members  to  be  more  evangelistic.  “If 
each  Christian  man,  woman  and  young 
person  would  speak  to  at  least  one  person 
each  week  about  what  Christian  faith 
means  to  him  or  her,  the  church  would  be 
growing  in  members  instead  of  de¬ 
clining.” 

The  bishop  spoke  to  several  concerns 
of  the  church  and  the  world  today : 

Ecumenism  —  “I  think  the  ecumenical 
movement  will  almost  inevitably  bring  a 
greater  degree  of  understanding  and  of 
cooperation.”  Despite  discontent  about 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  in  some 
quarters,  Bishop  Martin  said  even  critics 
“know  we  need  a  greater  degree  of 
cooperation  between  the  various  denomi¬ 
nations  and  it  will  continue  to  be  so.”  He 
was  president  of  the  NCC  in  the  1950s. 

Fundamentalism  —  “There  is  no  long- 
range  danger  to  the  church  from  such 
movements,  but  it  is  a  pity  that  to  any  ex¬ 
tent  that  emphasis  should  becloud  the 
minds  of  those  who  really  seek  to  make 
the  church  the  body  of  Christ  in  this 
generation.  It  will  not  ultimately 
prevail.” 

The  Inner  Life  —  "The  idea  that  the 
total  interpretation  of  reality  can  be 
cared  for  in  terms  of  science  simply  does 


Bishop  Martin 
not  take  into  account  the  reality  of  the 
spiritual  world.  Science  will,  of  course, 
continue  to  reveal  new  areas  of  truth,  but 
it  will  never  be  able  to  take  fully  into 
account  the  unseen.” 

The  Ordained  Ministry  —  The  bishop 
said  ministers  must  have  a  feeling  of 
responsibility  for  those  who  are  on  the 
margins  of  the  church.  “Each  church  has 
a  wide  range  of  men,  and  women  who 
come  to  the  church  occasionally  but  who 
are  likely  to  be  left  with  the  feeling  that 
the  church  doesn’t  care  too  much  which 
direction  their  lives  take.  This  needs 
constant  correction.” 

Bishop  Martin  has  been  an  ordained 
minister  63  years.  He  served  pastoral 
appointments  in  Texas  before  being 
elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  1938  at  age 
44.  He  served  the  Pacific  Coast  Area  one 
year,  the  Nebraska  Area  one  year,  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  Area  eight  years  and 
the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area  for  16  years. 
He  was  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  and  a  member  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  Central  Committee. 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service  Associate  Editor 
NEW  YORK  —  As  the  search  for  a  new 
chief  executive  at  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  narrows,  leading  contenders 
for  the  post  include  two  churchmen  who 
recently  lost  out  in  bids  for  other  major 
church  jobs. 

A'  28-member  search  committee, 
headed  by  the  Rev.  Donald  Shriver, 
president  of  Union  Theological  Seminary 
here,  has  been  working  since  March  to 
find  a  successor  to  Claire  Randall,  64, 
general  secretary  of  the  NCC  since  1974. 
She  announced  last  year  that  she  would 
leave  the  office  at  the  end  of  1984. 

From  almost  two  dozen  interviews 
with  knowledgeable  ecumenical  sources, 
Religious  News  Service  has  learned  the 
names  of  persons  under  consideration. 
Sources  of  information  included  NCC 
staff  members,  NCC  Governing  Board 
members,  high-ranking  leaders  and  staff 
members  of  member  denominations, 
church  journalists,  and  regional  ecu¬ 
menical  officials. 

List  cut  from  60  to  8 

The  search  committee,  which  started 
with  some  60  names,  has  shortened  its 
list  to  eight  persons  to  be  interviewed, 
according  to  sources.  It  has  set  a  mid- 
October  deadline  for  its  decision  and  will 
nominate  one  person  for  election  by  the 
NCC  Governing  Board  at  its  Nov.  7-10 
meeting  in  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

The  list  of  candidates  includes  both 
veteran  “insiders”  who  have  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  council’s  politics  and 
problems  and  “new  faces.”  One  experi¬ 
enced  ecumenist  suggests  that  the 
search  committee  will  also  have  to 
decide  whether  the  council  most  needs  a 
skilled  administrator  or  a  “spiritual” 
leader  who  can  offer  a  new  “vision”  for 
the  organization. 

Most  of  the  candidates  have  solid 
experience  in  an  administrative  post  in  a 
denomination  or  an  ecumenical  organi¬ 
zation.  The  list  includes  four  white  men, 
two  white  women,  and  two  black  men. 
The  candidates  range  in  age  from  37  to 
64.  All  but  two  are  ordained  ministers. 
Denominational  affiliations  include 
Methodist,  Presbyterian,  Reformed,  and 
Disciples.  The  so-called  “liturgical 
churches”  —  Orthodox,  Episcopal  and 
Lutheran  —  are  unrepresented. 

WCC  finalist  mentioned 

Mentioned  by  many  sources  as  a  top 
candidate  is  the  Rev.  Arie  Brouwer,  49, 
who  in  July  was  a  finalist  for  the  chief 
executive  post  at  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  Geneva,  losing  out  by  a  close 
vote  in  the  WCC’s  search  committee  to 
the  Rev.  Emilio  Castro  of  Uruguay. 
Some  U.S.  church  leaders  said  privately 
that  they  believed  Mr.  Brouwer  failed  to 
get  the  job  because  Russian  Orthodox 
leaders  were  under  strong  pressure  from 
the  Soviet  government  not  to  vote  for  an 
American.  It  is  known,  however,  that 
support  for  Mr.  Brouwer  was  not  unani¬ 
mous  among  U.S.  members  of  the  WCC 
Central  Committee. 

Mr.  Brouwer,  former  executive 
secretary  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
America,  moved  to  Geneva  last  year  to 
head  the  WCC’s  social-action  unit. 

Veteran  Presbyterian  leader  William 
P.  Thompson.  64,  is  also  a  contender  but 
is  expected  to  be  tapped  for  the  job  only  if 
it  is  felt  that  the  council  needs  a  strong 
interim  leader,  a  transition  figure  to 
manage  the  structural  changes  the 
council  is  expected  to  phase  in  during 
1985-1988. 

Mr.  Thompson,  a  lawyer,  was  for  20 
years  stated  clerk  (chief  administrative 
officer)  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  and  during  that  time  became  the 
most  powerful  leader  in  U.S.  Protestant¬ 
ism.  A  year  after  the  union  of  the  north¬ 
ern  and  southern  branches  of  Presby¬ 
terianism,  the  General  Assembly  reject¬ 


ed  Mr.  Thompson  and  picked  his  south¬ 
ern  counterpart,  the  Rev.  James 
Andrews,  to  become  stated  clerk  of  the 
merged  body. 

—  The  Rev.  Joan  Campbell,  53,  a 
Disciples  of  Christ  minister,  currently 
holding  a  dual  ecumenical  portfolio, 
heading  the  NCC  arm  that  works  with  re¬ 
gional  and  local  councils  of  churches  and 
serving  as  interim  director  of  the  World 
Council’s  U.S.  office.  She  is  regarded  as 
an  excellent  public  speaker  and  a  savvy 
interpreter  of  the  NCC  to  many  constitu¬ 
encies. 

—  The  Rev.  Oscar  McCloud,  48,  gener¬ 
al  director  since  1972  of  the  Program 
Agency  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.).  The  highest-ranking  black  in 
the  Presbyterian  bureaucracy,  he  has 
won  high  marks  in  some  quarters  for  his 
role  in  the  World  Council  of  Churches  fi¬ 
nance  committee.  He  is  a  protege  of  Mr. 
Thompson,  who  praises  him  as  an  able 
administrator. 

—  The  Rev.  George  Telford,  50,  pastor 
of  the  475-member  Blacksburg  (Va.) 
Presbyterian  Church  and  former 
executive  of  the  social-justice  division  of 
the  largely  southern  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S.  He  receives  high 
marks  for  his  sensitivity  both  to  grass 
roots  pastoral  concerns  and  to  the  liberal 
social  agenda. 

—  The  Rev.  Alan  Geyer,  53,  director  of 
the  Churches’  Center  for  Theology  and 
Public  Policy  in  Washington,  D.C.,  a 
liberal  research  organization,  and 
former  editor  of  The  Christian  Century, 
an  ecumenical  weekly.  Called  by  some 
an  "academic,”  he  is  noted  for  his  advo¬ 
cacy  and  knowledge  of  the  anti-nuclear 
cause  and  for  his  proposal  of  fresh  ideas 
for  the  council’s  future.  He  is  a  United 
Methodist. 

—  The  Rev.  William  Watley,  37,  a 
minister  of  the  African  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  and  associate  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  in  Princeton,  N.J.  He  is  former 
president  of  Paul  Quinn  College  in  Waco, 
Texas.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
gifted  young  leaders  in  the  NCC-related 
black  denominations. 

—  Marjorie  (Midge)  Miller,  62,  of 
Madison,  Wis.,  a  Democratic  state  legis¬ 
lator  since  1970,  is  the  most  unexpected 
name  on  the  list.  A  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman,  she  is  a  divinity  school  graduate, 
a  former  missionary  to  Japan,  a  former 
university  administrator,  and  a  peace 
activist. 

I  Correction  1 

Although  a  story  in  the  Aug.  3  issue 
reported  that  Bishop  Lloyd  Knox  was  the 
first  former  missionary  elected  to  the 
episcopacy,  readers  have  noted  three 
others  who  also  fit  that  description: 
Bishop  Newell  S.  Booth  (elected  in  1944), 
Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  (1960)  and 
Bishop  Don  W.  Hoi  ter  (1972).  Bishop 
Knox  is  the  first  former  missionary 
elected  in  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 
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Cleveland  To  Highlight  UMW  Meeting 


71  ‘Bicentennial 
Moment 


The  Theme:  ‘Our  Share  Of  The  Heritage’ 


Dr.  Vela  Cleveland  of  New  Orleans  will 
serve  as  the  speaker  for  the  eleventh 
annual  meeting  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
September  14-15,  at  Trinity  UM  Church, 
Ruston. 

Dr.  Cleveland  was  born  in  Florida, 
Received  her  A.B.  degree  from  Asbury 
College  and  subsequent  degrees  from 
University  of  Kentucky,  Duke 
University,  and  her  M.D.  from  Tuland 
School  of  Medicine.  She  did  her 
internship  and  residency  in  pediatrics  at 
Charity  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  and 
later,  a  residency  in  anesthesia.  She 
taught  in  schools  in  Florida  and  North 
Carolina,  as  well  as  Tulane.  During  the 
21  years  she  served  in  India,  she  was  not 
only  the  Anesthesiologist  for  19  years  at 
Ellen  Thoburn  Cowen  Hospital,  Kolar, 
but  also  served  as  All  India  Secretary  of 
the  Methodist  Medical  Scholarship 


Committee  for  8  years,  taught  many 
classes  in  the  School  of  Nursing  including 
English,  growth  and  development 
pediatrics,  and  anesthesia.  For  her  last  8 
years  there,  she  was  also  the  Associate 
Administrator  of  the  Hospital.  She 
retired  from  India  in  1980  and  has  been 
residing  in  New  Orleans  since  then. 

Rev.  Brenda  Layman,  pastor  of  the 
Choudrant-Douglas  Charge,  Ruston 
District,  will  lead  the  “Love  Feast,”  at 
the  final  session  of  the  meeting. 

In  issuing  the  “Call”  for  the  Annual 
Meeting,  Mrs.  Nell  Read,  the  Conference 
President,  noted  that  registration  will  be 
from  9:00  a.m.  until  noon  on  Friday, 
September  14.  In  her  “Call,"  Mrs.  Read 
also  said,  “We  look  forward  to  this  time 
of  worship,  inspiration  and  fellowship. 
May  we  open  our  hearts  and  minds  for  a 
spiritual  adventure." 


Dr.  Vela  Cleveland 


Pictured  to  the  left  are  the  Alexandria  District  Elementary  campers  who  spent  a  week  this  summer  at  beautiful  Camp  Brewer. 
The  theme  of  the  camp  was,  “God’s  Call  and  God’s  Gift  of  His  Holy  Spirit.” 

The  group  enjoyed  the  extensive  hand  made  craft  program,  swimming  and  fishing.  Included  in  the  week’s  schedule  of  events 
were  small  group  Bible  studies  on,  “The  Calling  of  Moses,  Steven,  and  The  Apostles." 

Rev.  John  M.  Lee  directed  the  camp,  and  counselors  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jerry  Arnold.  Gene  Knapp.  Rev.  Leon  Boggs.  Patty 
Eskew,  Mrs.  Pat  Hogan.  Rocky  Lee,  Chuck  Butterfield.  Ann  Means,  and  Jeannie  Hicks.  The  piano  player  was  Ann  Elliot,  and  Rev. 
James  W.  Jones  of  Pineville  led  the  sermons. 


CHARLES  WESLEY  was  called  a 
"Methodist"  several  years  before  his 
conversion  in  1738.  While  he  was  a 
student  at  Oxford,  he  and  two  of  his 
friends  met  regularly  and  became 
known  as  "The  Holy  Club"  or  a 
"new  set  of  Methodists."  Methodist,  a 
term  from  the  early  history  of 
medicine  that  applied  to  a  distinctive 
school  of  medical  opinion,  was  a 
nickname  that  Charles  Wesley  gladly 
accepted  since  it  implied  "the 
studious  and  devotional  rule  of  life 
which  he  and  his  friends  followed." 
The  original  group  grew  to  fourteen 
under  the  leadership  of  John  Wesley. 
Besides  being  a  partner  with  his 
brother  in  the  Methodist  revival, 
Charles  was  a  prolific  hymn  writer. 
During  his  lifetime,  he  wrote  between 
6,500  and  7,000  hymns. 


Bailey  To  Lead 
Preaching  Workshop 

Dr.  Barry  Bailey,  Senior  Pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Fort  Worth, 
Texas  will  lead  a  workshop  on  preaching 
at  Camp  LeBlaric,  October  29-30.  '  ’ 

The  program  will  begin  at  10:00  a.m. 
on  Monday  and  conclude  at  3:00  p.m.  on 
Tuesday.  One  CEV  of  credit  will  be  given 
all  participants.  The  cost  for  four  meals, 
lodging,  insurance  and  the  workshop  will 
be  $20.00.  Registrations  should  be  sent  to 
Dr.  Woodrow  W.  Smith,  Lake  Charles 
District  Office,  816  Kirkman  Street,  Lake 
Charles,  LA  70601. 


William  Lewis  leads  a  game  called  "Slaughter.”  during  the  Christian  Activities 
week. 


A  First  For  First  Church 


It  was  a  first  for  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  when  William 
Lewis,  a  black  music  major  from 
Centenary  College,  came  as  the  Summer 
Youth  Director. 

After  considering  several  applications, 
and  being  interviewed  by  the  Youth 
Minister,  the  Commission  on  Education 
unanimously  hired  William  to  work  with 
both  junior  and  senior  High  youth.  Prior 
to  his  coming  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  William  had 
directed  six  choirs  and  played  the  organ 
for  a  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Longview,  Texas  for  two  years.  As  a 
youth  in  Bluefield,  West  Virginia,  he  had 
established  himself  as  an  outstanding 
youth  in  his  own  United  Methodist 
Church.  He  became  the  president  of  the 
Conference  Youth  Council  in  West 
Virginia  and  was  selected  a  participant 
in  the  international  Youth  Conference  in 
Truro,  England.  He  also  served  several 
local  churches  as  youth  director  before 
coming  to  Centenary  College. 


In  Baton  Rouge,  William  worked  with 
Rev.  Willis  Dear  in  developing  and 
directing  a  very  successful  Youth 
Activities  Week,  a  Mistery  Trip  to 
Memphis  and  Nashville,  Tennessee,  a 
trip  to  the  World’s  Fair,  several  lock-in 
retreats,  a  progressive  dinner,  a  service 
project  with  the  Baton  Rouge,  Big  Buddy 
Program,  and  a  weekly  Prayer  Cell 
experience.  He  also  played  the  piano  for 
the  junior  high  assembly  prior  to  Sunday 
School,  worked  with  the  junior  high 
counselors  to  develop  Sunday  evening 
UMYF  programs,  and  presented  special 
music  for  the  congregation. 

William  always  kept  the  group  in  a 
lively  mood  with  his  warm  personality 
and  great  humor.  He  made  a  great 
impact  on  youth,  parents,  and  workers  at 
First  Church.  He  will  complete  his  work 
at  Centenary  College,  plans  to  work  on  a 
graduate  degree,  and  settle  in  a  career 
directing  the  choir  programs  for  a  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Moore  Named  To  St.  Luke’s,  Houston 


Dr.  Jim  Moore,  associate  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport,  has  been  appointed  to  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church, 
Houston,  Texas,  as  Senior  Pastor.  The 
appointment  was  effective  September  1, 
to  the  7200  member  church,  from  which 
Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  was  elected 


to  the  episcopacy. 

Dr.  Moore  was  in  his  thirteenth  year  at 
First  Church,  at  the  time  of  the  new 
appointment. 

The  Moores,  Jim,  June  and  their  son 
and  daughter  may  be  congratulated  at 
P.O.  Box  22013,  Houston,  Texas  77027. 


Heritage  Sunday  Held  At  Winbourne 


Winbourne  United  Methodist  Church  held  their  heritage  Sunday  with 
approximately  three  hundred  in  attendance.  Three  former  pastors,  and  Rev.  Jerome 
Cain,  brother  of  the  late  Rev.  Ralph  Cain,  were  also  present. 

A  worship  service  was  held  with  each  pastor  telling  some  of  the  high-lights  of  their 
ministry  white  serving  the  church.  Many  former  members  attended  and  were  served 
an  "ole  fashioned,"  dinner  on  the  ground  afterwards. 

Mrs.  Ofney  (Bessie)  Ellis,  the  bicentennial  chairperson  reports  that  there  will  be 
further  activities  during  the  year. 

From  left  to  right  in  the  picture  of  the  pastors  cutting  the  celebration  cake  are:  Rev. 
Jerome  Cain.  Rev.  Glen  Messer,  Rev.  Ned  Stout.  Rev.  Ed.  Pickens,  the  present 
pastor,  and  Rev.  A.  A.  Collins. 


September  Calendar 

4  Cabinet  Luncheon,  Camelot,  Noon; 

Cabinet  Meeting,  Headquarter’s  Bldg.,  2:00  p.m. 

4  BR-L  Dist.  Preachers’  Mtg.,  Area  Mtg.  Room/Headquarter’s  Bldg.,  10:00 
a.m. 

5  Bishop’s  Mtg.  with  Chairpersons,  Boards  &  Agencies,  Area  Mtg 
Room/Headquarter’s  Bldg..  2:00  p.m. 

6-7  Fall  Retreat,  1st  &  2nd  Yr.  Candidates.  Full  Connection 

9  "Celebration  of  Women  in  Methodism  in  200  Years" 

9  Lake  Charles  Dist..  Church  School  Teacher  Training,  University  Church 
Lake  Charles,  2:30-5:00  p.m. 

13  JCFA,  AMFAC  Hotel,  Dallas.  Tx.,  10:00  a.m. 

14-15  UMW  Annual  Meeting.  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 

15  Committee  to  Write  the  History  of  Louisiana  Methodism,  James  Dorm 
Lounge,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport,  3:00  p.m. 

16  Consecration  of  Lafon  Home,  4:(H)p.m 

17-18  LIC  Board  of  Directors.  Mary  Hill  Retreat  Center.  Pineville  Conference 
Council  Directors'  Mtg..  Kansas  City 

20- 21  Jurisdictional  Council  on  Ministries  Meeting,  Kansas  City  2  00  pm 

21- 22  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  FUMC  Alexandria 

21-22  Board  of  Higher  Education  &  Campus  Ministries,  Campus  Ministry  at 
LSU  (7:00  p.m.  on  21st  —  3:00  p.m.  on  22ndi 

22  Video  Workshop.  Headquarter's  Bldg  ,  10 :00  a.m. -4:00  p.m 

22  Board  of  Discipleship,  FUMC  Baton  Rouge,  10:00  a  m. 

24  NO-H  Dist.  Forum  on  Prayer  in  Schools.  Tulane  University 

24-26  Regional  Meeting  of  Ordained  Ministry.  Executive  Inn.  Dallas 

25  UFA,  Headquarter's  Building.  10:00a.m. 

£^CSRWjrahjVleeting.  Headquarlcr's  Bldg  .  (L.JOa  in  -2:<K>p  m 
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THE  INVESTITURE  OF 
BISHOP  WALTER  LEE  UNDER  WOOD 


6:30 p.m.  Riverside  C.  ent  roplex  he  at  re 

Sunday,  Octal.,  28,  1984  Eaton  Pouf,,  XouUiana 


International  Lesson  Series 


Faith  —  The  Way  To  God 

Romans  1:1,  3-17  gifts  and  he  wants  to  share  in  the  gospel 

By  ALBERT  TRICKETT  harvest  in  Rome.  His  was  to  be  a  sharing 

Paul  had  not  been  to  Rome  when  he  ministry  for  all  persons  benefited  by 
wrote  this  letter  to  the  people  there.  We  mutual  sharing. 

believe  that  he  was  planning  an  even  In  the  beautiful  statement  of  verses  14 
more  extensive  journey  which  would  and  15,  “I  am  under  obligation  both  to 
take  him  all  the  way  to  Spain,  with  a  stop-  Greeks  and  to  barbarians,  both  to  the 
over  in  Rome,  when  he  penned  these  wise  and  to  the  foolish;  so  I  am  eager  to 
immortal  words.  So,  instead  of  writing  preach  the  gospel  to  you  also  who  are  in 
back  to  a  church  which  he  had  founded,  Rome,"  Paul  states  a  great  Christian 
giving  follow-up  instructions  (as  in  his  truth.  Obligations  can  never  be  fully 
other  letters),  Paul  wrote  to  a  repaid  unless  the  recipient  expands  the 
community  he  had  never  seen  ( though  he  gift  by  reaching  out  to  others.  Paul  owed 
probably  knew  some  of  the  individual  the  Greeks  (cultured,  wise  people  — 
members  who  had  been  living  in  mostly  Gentiles)  and  the  barbarians 
Greece. )  ( Gentiles  who  did  not  speak  Greek )  so  he 

Paul  set  out  to  summarize  his  thoughts  felt  called  to  preach  to  the  Romans !  How 
on  salvation,  stressing  justification  by  often  do  we  wish  we  could  repay  some 
faith.  Man  is  the  sinner  who  puts  his  faith  loved  one  or  some  person  who  brought  us 
in  Christ  Jesus.  God  justifies  the  to  a  closer  walk  with  Christ  only  to 
believer,  or  declares  him  righteous.  realize  that  this  person  is  no  longer 

His  letter  begins  with  a  greeting  which  around  to  receive  this  repayment.  In 
tells  of  his  call,  his  “setting  apart”  for  situations  such  as  this,  we  are  still  called 
the  gospel  ...  He  is  given  the  obligation  to  share  the  blessing  of  the  good  news  by  . 
and  privilege  of  preaching  the  good  news  similarly  loving  and  leading  someone 
to  all  peoples  everywhere.  Early  on  Paul  else  to  Jesus.  When  we’re  under 
gives  reflections  of  early  credal  obligation  to  ancestors  and  forebears,  our 
statements,  referring  to  the  "fleshly  calling  is  to  carry  the  gospel  to  “Rome,” 
descent"  from  David  and  his  exaltation  to  new  areas  of  work  and  new  groups  of 
through  the  resurrection.  Because  of  people. 

this,  Paul  says,  Jesus  is  Lord.  Paul  makes  it  very  clear  that  he  is  not 

This  mission  is  to  apostleship  and  is  a  disappointed,  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel 
gift  of  God.  He  is  called  to  lead  people  to  for  the  gospel  is  God’s  power  for 
obedience,  the  obedience  which  springs  salvation  to  believers.  The  good  news  is 
from  faith.  Believers,  therefore,  are  that  God  in  Christ  Jesus  entered  and 
actually  possessions  of  God,  God’s  became  part  of  the  human,  sinful  world 
beloved  people,  God's  saints.  When  he  and  by  the  life,  death  and  resurrection  of 
closes  his  greeting  section  (verses  1-7),  Jesus  Christ  salvation  was  made 
he  does  not  use  the  common  Jewish  word  possible.  Our  part  of  this  salvation 
for  “peace”  or  the  everyday  Greek  process,  Paul  says,  is  faith.  Believers,  by 
expression  “joy  to  you”  but  the  Christian  definition,  have  faith  in  the  One  who 
“grace”  (favor  of  God)  and  the  “peace”  saves  them.  Righteousness  (Paul  defines 
which  follows  grace.  In  this  brief  opening  this  as  right-standing  with  God)  is  a  gift 
statement,  Paul  says  to  the  Romans  that  of  God  received  in  and  through  faith, 
peace  is  a  gift  offered  by  God  but  no  one  Therefore,  "He  who  through  faith  is 
can  know  peace  unless  one  first  righteous  shall  live.” 
experiences  God’s  grace.  Each  of  us  is  called  to  be  an  apostle  of 

Paul  continues  by  offering  thanks  for  the  good  news  of  Christ  Jesus  and  Him 
the  Christians  at  Rome,  for  the  risen  and  alive.  Our  calling  is  both 
opportunity  he  is  looking  forward  to  of  responsibility  and  privilege  May  we 
coming  to  be  with  them.  He  wants  to  respond  joyfully  and  eagerly  as  we 
share  what  he  has  in  the  way  of  spiritual  proclaim  Him  in  all  we  do.  say  and  are 


Editorial 

The  Thrill  Of  Expectancy! 


The  other  day  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr. 
dropped  in  the  office  and  visited  with  all 
of  his  old  friends  and  new  ones  too.  In  his 
own  inimitable  way.  Bishop  Handy 
grinned  and  said  prophetically,  “Your 
new  Bishop’s  really  takin'  hold  and 
things  are  happening  —  and  he  doesn’t 
even  start  ’til  September  l.” 

Bishop  Underwood  has  “taken  hold” 
and  things  are  beginning  to  happen  in  our 
Conference.  There  is,  for  many  of  us, 
indeed,  the  thrill  of  expectancy.  Let’s 
recount  the  recent  past.  Many  wonderful 
things  were  happening  with  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin  at  the  helm.  His 
untimely  death  caused  a  period  of  grief 
and  loss  to  overcome  us.  Bishop  Paul  V. 
Galloway  loved  and  nurtured  us  through 
this  period  and  prepared  the  way  for  our 
new  episcopal  leader. 

In  the  TV  and  press  interviews  with 
Bishop  Underwood,  immediately  after 
his  election  and  just  prior  at  the 
consecration  service  in  Lubbock,  several 
things  stood  out  loud  and  clear.  He  is  a 
man  of  the  contemporary  world,  who 
understands  trends  and  movements  and 
can  articulate  the  Christian  faith  in  a 
clear  way  to,  and  in  answer  to,  these 
forces.  Also,  he  understands  the 
problems  of  inclusiveness  and  sees  the 
strengths  of  United  Methodism  in  new 
and  decisive  ways. 

As  he  has  said  on  several  occasions, 
“The  best  kept  secret  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  the  Louisiana 
Conference.”  He  will  help  change  that, 
by  his  ability  to  relate  to  and  use  the 
media.  Bishop  Underwood  preached  to 
more  than  a  million  people  each  week  as 
the  Senior  Pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  Houston. 

The  district  superintendents  and 
larger  cabinet  have  already  found 
Bishop  Underwood  to  be  a  pastor  and 
friend,  who  will  see  the  strengths  of  the 
church  enhanced  by  their  strengths  and 
skills  as  pastors  and  overseers  of  their 
districts  and  skilled  positions. 

In  addition,  Bishop  Underwood  will 
find  the  Boards  and  other  agencies  of  the 
conference  ready  to  go  with  him,  some 


with  new  leadership.  Evangelism  and 
nurture  are  essential  for  these  days  and 
the  Louisiana  Conference  can  easily  turn 
around  from  the  loss  of  2  members  last 
year  and  continue  or  even  better  its  gains 
of  the  last  eleven  years. 

The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
has  emphasized  Christian  Education  and 
teacher  training  this  year.  A  number  of 
successful  workshops  have  been  held,  in 
cooperation  with  Cokesbury  and  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.  Under  the 
leadership  of  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson  and 
the  staff,  the  new  video  series, 
“Teaching  In  the  Louisiana  Conference" 
has  already  become  one  of  the  most 
popular  programs  to  be  made  available 
through  the  Conference  Resource 
Center.  Additional  copies  of  the  tapes  are 
being  prepared  to  satisfy  the  demands  of 
the  local  churches. 

An  outstanding  program  on  World 
Hunger,  through  the  Conference  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  strong  Confirmation 
Training  from  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 
and  Listening  and  Information  sessions 
on  social  issues  by  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  offer  promise  for  the  coming 
quadrennium.  At  Annual  Conference  in 
June,  we  were  thrilled  to  see  Dr.  Don 
Emler  present  plaques  to  the  pastors  of 
the  17  new  Sunday  Schools  organized  in 
the  Conference  last  year.  I  was  pleased 
as  a  conference  staff  person,  to  have  had 
the  privilege  of  working  with  two  of  those 
new  Sunday  Schools.  I  suspect  that  many 
more  will  be  organized  in  the  coming 
year. 

I’ve  said  this  to  indicate  that  we 
already  have  some  momentum  going  in 
these  outstanding  programs  of  the 
Conference,  and  the  fine  youth  of  our 
churches  tell  us  that  the  future  is  O  K. 
too. 

The  burden  of  this  editorial,  then,  is 
that  we  are  like  our  Olympic  Relay 
teams,  eagerly  waiting  at  the  line  to 
receive  the  baton  and  be  off  —  for  Christ 
and  His  Church  —  and  Bishop 
Underwood  will  not  only  guide  us.  but  run 
with  us. 

E.F. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 


Walter  L.  Underwood,  Bishop 
Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
Council  Director 


Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 
Linda  Crum, 
Editorial  Assistant 
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What  is  our  primary  loyalty? 


We  rejoice  at  the  apparent  success  of 
"Reclamation  *84."  a  youth  rally  re¬ 
cently  held  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
under  the  auspices  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  South  Central  Jurisdiction  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  24).  We  imagine  that  every 
young  person  who  attended  left  with  a 
better  understanding  of  United  Method¬ 
ism  as  an  expression  of  Christianity. 

How  could  anyone  fail  to  appreciate 
the  first  UMC-sponsored  youth  rally  of  its 
size  in  14  years?  Any  time  the  church  can 
assemble  2,000  young  people  for  four 
days  of  Bible  study,  church-related  semi¬ 
nars,  Christian  music  concerts  and  fel¬ 
lowship  it  is  an  occasion  for  rejoicing. 

Paradoxically,  we  are  also  troubled  by 
the  success  of  "Reclamation  *84." 

From  all  reports,  the  highest  priority 
on  the  rally's  agenda  was  the  generation 
of  good  feelings  about  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  among  the  youth.  The  oft- 
asked  question,  "Are  you  proud  to  be 
United  Methodists?"  —  and  the  tumul¬ 
tous  affirmative  answers  to  that  question 
—  made  the  event  seem  at  times  more 
like  a  pep  rally  for  the  church  than  a 
rousing  call  to  Christian  commitment 
and  discipleship. 

How  could  such  an  apparent  misfire 
occur?  The  least  attractive  explanation 
is  that  the  whole  event  was  built  around 
misplaced  priorities.  In  light  of  the 
United  Methodism’s  steady  membership 
decline  and  what  some  have  called  an 
"identity  crisis"  in  the  church,  it  is  un¬ 
derstandable  that  planners  of  such  a 
rally  might  be  tempted  to  stress  the  need 
for  institutional  loyalty  and  enthusiasm 
above  all  else.  Such  institutional  goals 
are  valid  so  long  as  they  remain  secon¬ 
dary.  The  church’s  primary  business, 
however,  is  not  to  build  loyalty  to  itself 
but  to  the  One  on  whom  our  hope  is  built. 

What  most  likely  happened  at  "Recla- 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  600  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  Wesley  UMC  in  Fresno.  Cali¬ 
fornia  (California-Nevada  Annual  Con¬ 
ference),  850  member-families  of  the 
California  Heights  UMC  in  Long  Beach. 
California  (Pacific  and  Southwest  An¬ 
nual  Conference),  425  member-families 
of  the  First  UMC  in  Tahlequah,  Okla¬ 
homa  (Oklahoma  Annual  Conference), 
and  350  member-families  of  the  First 
UMC  in  Terrell.  Texas  (North  Texas  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church's  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Fresno,  Long 
Beach,  Tahlequah  and  Terrell  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative,  and  that  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the  Editor.  ’ ’ 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


mation  84  is  more  subtle  and  insidious 
than  a  clear  case  of  misplaced  priorities. 
The  event’s  organizers  probably  oper¬ 
ated  on  the  unstated  assumption  that 
most  of  the  young  people  there  already 
had  made  a  conscious  personal  commit¬ 
ment  to  follow  Jesus  Christ  as  their  Lord 
—  either  on  their  own  or  through  confir¬ 
mation  classes  in  their  home  churches. 
In  that  case,  strengthening  of  one’s 
church  identity  could  be  viewed  as  a  log¬ 
ical  and  needed  next  step. 

Ample  evidence  exists  that  such  an  as¬ 
sumption  is  as  mistaken  as  it  is  prevalent 
across  our  church.  We  regularly  hear 
new  versions  of  the  same  old  "horror 
story”  —  from  adults  as  well  as  youth: 
“I’d  gone  to  church  all  my  life  but  was 
never  confronted  with  the  necessity  of 
making  a  personal  decision  to  follow,  or 
not  follow,  Jesus  Christ.  I  was  a  church 
member,  but  not  really  a  Christian  until 
...”  Regrettably,  that  sentence  is  sel¬ 
dom  completed  by  reference  to  an  occur¬ 
rence  at  a  United  Methodist  church. 

When  “Reclamation  *84"  was  an¬ 
nounced.  we  editorially  commended  its 
stated  intention.  We  continue  to  look 
upon  such  large  youth  rallies  as  impor¬ 
tant  means  of  summoning  young  people 
to  faith  in  Christ  and  nurturing  their 
growth  in  faith.  But  we  believe  we  are 
shortchanging  our  youth,  the  church,  and 
ultimately  God,  if  our  primary  effort  is  to 
build  institutional  identity  rather  than  of¬ 
fering  a  faith  to  live  by. 

Ironically,  a  church  that  calls  people  to 
follow  Christ  and  nurtures  their  journey 
in  faith  is  likely  also  to  be  the  recipient  of 
intense  loyalty  from  its  members.  And  a 
church  preoccupied  with  building  institu¬ 
tional  loyalty  will  always  be  vulnerable 
to  the  loss  of  members  to  other  churches 
where  the  call  to  faith  in  a  living  Christ  is 
regularly  offered. 

The  issue  before  us  obviously  is  not 
limited  to  the  planning  and  execution  of  a 
particular  youth  rally  in  Kansas  City.  It 
strikes  at  the  heart  of  what  we  under¬ 
stand  the  purpose  and  mission  of  the 
church  to  be.  We  believe  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  institutional  pulse  would  be  far 
stronger  if  church  leaders  ceased  as¬ 
suming  a  deep  religious  commitment  on 
the  part  of  all  who  regularly  enter  the 
church's  doors.  United  Methodism’s  vital 
signs  would  be  significantly  strength¬ 
ened  by  the  regular  inclusion  in  every  pul¬ 
pit  of  an  urgent  summons  to  a  journey  of 
eternal  importance:  to  be  followers  of 
Jesus  Christ. 


Who  can  ignore  the  call 


tofolloW  One  v>ho 
gives  His  all? 


Renewal  of  the  UMC: 


SEPTEMBER  7,  19ftl 

More  reader  essays 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  These  essays  re¬ 
present  more  thoughts  from  Reporter 
readers  about  w  hat  must  happen  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  reclaim  its 
heritage  and  become  a  vital,  trans¬ 
forming  force  in  society  (also  see  UMR, 
Aug.  31).  Earlier  this  summer  the  Re¬ 
porter  invited  readers  to  reflect  upon 
that  question.  Additional  essays  will 
appear  in  subsequent  issues  as  space  is 
available. 

Being  ‘satisfied’  robs 
movement  of  vitality 

By  GREGORY  TATE 

West  Side  UMC,  Bowling  Green,  Ky. 

Age  Category:  19-35 

As  United  Methodists  across  the 
country  have  gathered  to  celebrate 
their  heritage,  it  seems  an  underlying 
question  has  been:  "What  has  hap¬ 
pened  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church?”  Why  are  we  not  growing? 
Why  in  many  areas  are  we  on  the 
decline? 

The  statement  has  been  made,  “We 
started  to  lose  ground  when  we  stopped 
being  a  movement  and  became  a 
church.”  How  could  that  be?  When 
Christ  returns,  He  will  be  coming  for  His 
bride,  "The  Church.”  Becoming  a 
church  has  not  been  our  downfall.  What 
is  it  then  that  has  so  effectively  "taken 
the  wind  out  of  our  sails"?  To  use  the 
statement  above,  “We  started  to  lose 
ground  when  we  stopped  being  a  move¬ 
ment  and  became  SATISFIED ! " 

Upon  close  examination  of  the  Beati¬ 
tudes,  the  message  is  that  we  must  not 
be  satisfied  with  anything  less  than 
God’s  will.  We  have  become  satisfied 
with  “what  is”  rather  than  striving  for 
“what  should  be."  “Blessed  are  those 
who  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteous¬ 
ness,"  those  who  seek  unceasingly  and 
faithfully  for  God’s  righteousness.  “For 
they  shall  be  SATISFIED”  only  with 
what  is  pleasing  to  God  and  nothing  less. 

How  then  do  we  free  ourselves  from 
the  sin  of  satisfaction?  The  answer  is  by 
following  the  examples  we  celebrate  in 
200  years  of  American  Methodism. 

We  celebrate  no  building  and  no 
monument.  We  celebrate  and  honor 
faithful,  dedicated  and  devoted  PEO¬ 
PLE  of  God  and  our  church  —  people 
who  were  unwilling  to  be  satisfied  with 
less  than  God’s  will  for  themselves  and 
others. 

We,  the  people  of  the  church,  must 
cease  being  satisfied  with  letting  our 
boards,  commissions  and  agencies  do 
all  the  work  of  spreading  the  Word.  We 
must  motivate  ourselves  and  our  local 
churches  once  again  to  be  in  ministry  to 
all  people  everywhere.  We  must  set  our 
sights  on  God  and  His  will  and  be  satis¬ 
fied  with  nothing  less. 

Clergy,  laity  need 
feeling  of  self-worth 

By  GLENN  A.  YOUNG  JR. 
Fairhaven  UMC,  Gaithersburg,  Md. 

Age  Category :  36  or  over 
When  there  is  a  revitalization  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  it  will  begin 
with  a  dream.  Mine  would  be  of  a 
church  that  realizes  the  worth  of  each 
person.  It  is  a  movement  that  tries  to 


give  all  a  feeling  of  self-worth.  This 
church  would  attempt  to  support  and  be 
empathetic  to  the  needs  of  all. 

In  the  Scriptures,  Jesus  drew  the 
most  criticism  at  this  point.  The  reli¬ 
gious  authorities  would  ask  Him  why 
He  ate  with  tax  collectors  and  sinners. 
Even  the  disciples  wondered  why  He 
talked  with  a  five-times-divorced  Sa¬ 
maritan  woman  and  wanted  to  give  her 
living  water. 

The  church’s  revitalization  will  come 
when  both  ministers  and  lay  people  feel 
self-worth.  For  the  clergy,  it  can  come 
when  they  stop  competing  against  one 
another  and  learn  to  be  supportive. 
When  I  talk  with  many  of  my  minister¬ 
ial  colleagues,  they  feel  “passed  over" 
for  one  reason  or  another  and  wonder 
when  they  will  be  included.  My  dream 
would  be  to  have  everyone  feel  in¬ 
cluded. 

Realizing  this  need,  I  formed  a  clergy 
support  group  following  the  Yokefel¬ 
lows  model.  This  group  enabled  some 
ministers  to  come  together  and  discuss 
in  confidence  our  problems  and  hurts. 
Because  of  them,  I  have  become  a  more 
effective  pastor. 

Lay  people  need  that  kind  of  support 
as  well.  At  my  church  those  whom  we 
have  assisted  in  attaining  more  self- 
worth  have  become  more  effective 
church  members.  When  that  happens, 
the  family  or  person  in  turn  feels  loved 
and  wants  to  contribute.  They  realize, 
perhaps  for  the  first  time,  how  impor¬ 
tant  their  God-given  talents  are. 

The  dream  can  become  a  reality,  but 
it  will  take  work  and  much  empathy  on 
the  part  of  believing  Christians.  I  have 
a  dream  of  a  new  church  with  people 
who  believe  the  impossible  dream  of 
how  unique  we  all  are  and  how  much  we 
have  to  give  to  the  downtrodden  and 
hurting  people  of  the  world. 

Bible,  hymns,  ritual 
set  commitment  core 

By  CHARLES  R.  BRITT 
Marvyn-Waltoola  Charge, 
Marvyn  &  Waltoola,  Ala. 

Age  category :  36  or  over 

The  renewal  of  United  Methodism? 
Unity  in  that  denomination? 

Yes,  if  at  the  center  of  denomina¬ 
tional  life,  at  every  level,  there  is  a 
highly  visible  core  of  common  commit¬ 
ment  to  God  in  Christ. 

The  Bible,  the  Wesley  hymn  and  the 
Lord’s  Supper  could  form  this  core  of 
commitment. 

Much  of  the  Bible  is  obscure  and 
mainly  of  historical  interest.  Could  we 
produce  an  edition  of  the  received  text, 
as  faithful  to  it  as  is  the  Reader’s  Digest 
version,  with  colored  print  guiding  the 
reader  to  and  through  the  great  re¬ 
demptive  themes? 

The  Wesley  hymns  are,  usually,  great 
theology  but  often  set  to  tunes  not  likely 
to  become  popular.  Could  we  commis¬ 
sion  musicians  to  produce  singable  ver¬ 
sions  of  these  lost  treasures  of  our  heri¬ 
tage?  Never  underestimate  the  power 
of  music  to  bind  us  together! 

Let  us  place  Communion  at  the  center 
of  all  our  worship  services.  As  Baptists 
gather  round  the  ritual  of  immersion 
and  Roman  Catholics  around  the  Mass, 
could  we  gather  round  The  Table  of  Re¬ 


membrance? 

Add  to  all  that  a  cadre  of  preachers 
who  know  how  to  preach  and  are  willing 
to  do  the  same! 

The  elderly  lady  at  first  shocked  me, 
then  afforded  me  saddened  amuse¬ 
ment,  as  she  quoted  to  me  a  sentence 
she  had  spoken  to  a  former  pastor:  “I 
get  tired  of  washing  my  face  to  come 
over  here  to  hear  nothing !  ” 

Until  we  solve  that  dilemma,  maybe 
everything  else  is  only  window- 
dressing! 

Young  people  hold 
key  to  bright  future 

By  TERESA  A.  ASHLEY 

Goodrich  Memorial  UMC, 
Norman,  Okla. 

Age  Category:  19-35 

The  heritage  of  Methodism  in  Amer¬ 
ica  needs  to  be  inspired  in  the  youth  to¬ 
day  who  hold  the  key  to  our  church’s  to¬ 
morrow.  That  has  to  begin  on  the  local 
level.  Each  individual  youth  has  the  po¬ 
tential  to  inspire  others. 

My  local  church  encourages  youth  to 
serve  on  decision-making  committees. 
Our  youth  greet  and  usher  on  a  regular 
basis.  There  are  youth  who  take  the 
children  after  children’s  story  and  su¬ 
pervise  their  activities. 

Our  U.M.Y.F.  formed  a  clown  minis¬ 
try  group  and  has  received  overwhelm¬ 
ing  enthusiasm  for  sharing  God’s  Word 
in  a  unique  manner,  even  though  not  ac¬ 
cepted  by  all.  Did  not  John  Wesley 
preach  the  word  of  God  and  not  always 
receive  a  red-carpet  welcome?  The 
clowns  have  shared  their  worship  ser¬ 
vices  with  other  churches  and  inspired 
the  formation  of  other  youth  clown 
groups. 

Youth  are  encouraged  to  share  their 
talents  at  the  local  level  in  a  church  at¬ 
mosphere  through  clown  ministry  and 
youth  choir.  These  two  groups  have 
ministered  in  their  own  style,  which  is 
at  times  controversial  but  always  inspi¬ 
rational.  As  we  adults  look  on,  we  feel 
hopeful  for  the  future,  and  as  children 
observe  the  youth,  they  look  forward  to 
the  day  they  can  be  participants. 

.So  the  beat  of  Methodism  marches  on 
full  of  spirit  into  the  future.  Support  and 
encourage  your  youth  today,  and 
tomorrow  will  be  bright  for  United 
Methodism  in  America. 

Faith- works  battle 
saps  church  strength 

By  ARTHUR  J.  GEHRING  JR. 
Jarretlown  UMC,  Fort  Washington,  Pa. 

Age  Category :  36  or  over 

Before  we  can  consider  revitalization 
and  renewal  of  our  church,  it  is  first  re¬ 
quired  to  solve  a  present  and  on-going 
problem  that  exists  amongst  us.  The 
root  of  this  problem  is  the  counter-pro¬ 
ductive,  un-Christian  and  totally  unnec¬ 
essary  dichotomy  in  our  church  that  is 
wasting  our  resources  and  dividing  our 
people  over  what  constitutes  proper  ac¬ 
tivity  by  the  church.  Is  it  social  action 
or  evangelism?  We  hear  from  our 
preachers  that  they  are  alternate  beats 
of  the  same  heart,  but  practically  every 
issue  of  the  Reporter  contains  letters 
citing  proof  texts  of  why  one  activity  is 


scriptural  and  the  other  the  very  es¬ 
sence  of  wrong  thinking. 

We  shall  never  possess  the  power  and 
influence  we  should  have  in  the  world 
until  we  achieve  unity  in  this  area  of  our 
faith  and  practice.  The  achievement  of 
unity  does  not  imply  the  emergence  of 
one  position  victorious  over  the  other 
but  rather  an  agreement  that  both  are 
necessary  to  complete  our  religious  ex¬ 
perience. 

The  ultimate  purpose  of  the  church  is 
to  bring  the  world  to  Christ,  but  the 
paths  to  that  end  are  varied  and  many. 
We  must  show  toward  each  other  that 
same  grace,  tolerance  and  understand¬ 
ing  that  Christ  displayed  toward  those 
of  His  day.  Even  a  superficial  study  of 
His  life  and  teaching  demonstrates  in  a 
crystal-clear  fashion  that  any  argu¬ 
ment  concerning  the  primacy  of  either 
faith  or  deeds  over  the  other  is  contrary 
to  the  mind  of  our  Savior. 

When  we  cease  this  ridiculous  bicker¬ 
ing  between  ourselves  and  devote  our 
precious  time  and  resources  to  search¬ 
ing  for  the  will  of  God  for  our  time  and 
place,  then,  and  only  then,  can  we  gain 
the  necessary  perspective,  dedication 
and  motivation  to  enable  our  church  to 
accomplish  the  great  purpose  to  which 
it  is  called. 

Love  for  all  people 
should  identify  UMs 

By  DOROTHY  ROBB  HAGEWOOD 
Dale  Street  UMC, 

Springfield,  Mo. 

Age  Category :  36  or  over 
If  we  seriously  seek  a  renewal  of  our 
United  Methodist  Church,  our  first  pri¬ 
ority  individually  and  as  a  church  must 
be  to  love  God  with  all  our  hearts,  souls 
and  minds  and  our  neighbors  as  our¬ 
selves. 

While  we  pay  lip  service  to  such  an 
ideal,  in  practice  we  fall  far  short.  Too 
often  our  lives  are  not  distinguishably 
different  from  many  who  claim  no 
Christian  commitment  Consequently, 
we  are  ineffective  witnesses  of  the  Good 
News  our  church  proclaims. 

Let  us  honor  Christ’s  injunction  and 
make  it  a  personal  and  congregational 
guideline  for  our  actions  and  relation¬ 
ships.  Every  sermon  preached,  class 
taught,  church-school  lesson  written, 
prayer  prayed  and  benediction  pro¬ 
nounced  should  remind  us  of  the  central 
truth  that  God  loves  us  and  that  we  can 
only  love  Him  as  we  love  one  another. 

Our  love  must  be  magnanimous,  of 
our  own  initiative  and  freely  given.  It 
must  include  the  love  of  enemy,  turning 
the  other  cheek  and  going  the  second 
mile  Christ  spoke  of  in  the  Sermon  on 
the  Mount.  If  we  believe  and  act  out  of 
this  love,  United  Methodism  will  expe¬ 
rience  a  renewal  in  personal  and  con¬ 
gregational  lives.  We  will  have  a  conta¬ 
gious  spirit  others  will  desire  and  seek. 

Let  us  make  love  a  distinguishing 
characteristic  of  United  Methodism 
just  as  pacifism  is  considered  charac¬ 
teristic  of  the  Quaker  faith.  Differences 
and  divisions  will  not  miraculously  dis¬ 
appear  or  be  resolved  without  effort. 
With  positive  good  will  dove),  however, 
they  will  be  transformed  into  creative 
diversity  as  priorities  fall  into  proper 
place  and  we  become  one  in  spirit. 


Tobacco  growers’ dilemma  may  never  be  resolved 


To  the  Editor 
The  questioning  of  the  moral  charac¬ 
teristics  of  United  Methodists  who  are  di¬ 
rectly  involved  in  the  production  or 
manufacture  of  products  debilitating  to 
the  human  body  —  such  as  those  who 
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grow  tobacco  in  North  Carolina  —  may 
never  be  resolved  by  mankind  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  17). 

Every  tax  paying  Christian  since  the 
time  of  Jesus  has  contributed  to  the  con¬ 
tinued  use  of  these  products.  Alcohol  in 
the  form  of  wine  was  consumed  by  Chris¬ 
tians,  and  Jesus  Himself  drank  of  the 
fruit  of  the  vine.  His  concern  was  with 
those  who  drank  in  excess.  The  distribu¬ 
tion  of  tobacco  depends  on  a  system  of 
roads  and  highways.  The  money  to  build 
and  maintain  these  roadways  comes 
from  our  taxes.  The  Words  of  Jesus, 
“Render  unto  Caesar  that  which  is  Cae¬ 
sar’s,"  directs  us  to  pay  our  taxes.  Can 
we  withhold  that  part  which  we  assume 
is  being  used  to  build  our  roads? 

How  can  we  sit  in  judgment  of  persons 
when  we  knowingly  or  unknowingly  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  continuous  use  of  debili¬ 
tating  products?  How  can  we  reconcile 
the  dichotomies  that  Jesus  presents  to  us 
in  the  Bible?  We  can  continue  to  raise 
questions,  but  can  we  expect  to  receive 
the  answers? 

Harold  C.  Gluth 
Visalia,  California 

Pot  is  calling 

the  kettle  black 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  article  about  growing  tobacco,  I 
am  of  the  opinion  the  “Pot  is  calling  the 
Kettle  black”  (see  UMR,  Aug.  17). 

God  has  permitted  everything  on  earth 
even  though  the  devil  has  his  hand  in  it 
too.  We  still  must  make  a  choice.  If  it  is 
evil  for  me  then  I  don’t  buy  it. 

Tobacco  is  not  the  only  thing  that 
causes  disease.  The  nicotine  it  produces 
is  used  in  drugs.  Corn,  barley  and  grain 
are  used  to  make  liquor,  even  rotten  po¬ 
tatoes  go  into  making  liquor.  Should  the 
farmer  quit  growing  grain? 

Now  the  solution  to  the  whole  problem  : 
Accept  Christ  as  your  personal  Savior. 
He  said  when  you  do  this,  “Behold  all  the 
old  things  are  passed  away  and  all  things 
become  new.  " 

What  are  the  “old  things”?  Perhaps 
hundreds  of  things,  but  quit  straddling 
the  fence  by  trying  to  hold  on  to  the  old 
things.  Let  God  decide. 

Then  you  won’t  need  to  wonder  if  you 
should  keep  growing  tobacco  and  grain. 

Z.  G.  Hawk 
Bradenton,  Florida 


Story  illustrates 

ethical  dilemma 

To  the  Editor: 

The  story  of  tobacco  raising  in  North 
Carolina  is  most  interesting  (see  UMR, 
Aug.  17).  As  long  as  we  believe  that 
which  we  are  doing  is  right  in  the  sight  of 
God,  we  are  not  bothered  by  restraints  or 
scruples.  I  am  reminded  of  this  story. 

A  young  man  had  completed  his  reli¬ 
gious  training  and  his  first  assignment 
was  a  small  town  in  Kentucky.  He  de¬ 
cided  that  Sin  was  to  be  his  theme.  Most 
of  us  don’t  know  what  sin  is  anyway.  His 
first  sermon  was,  “The  Sin  of  Gam¬ 
bling.”  On  Monday  morning  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  pastoral  relations  committee 
told  the  minister  that  about  one-third  of 
the  congregation  raised  race  horses. 

The  second  Sunday  this  minister’s  sub¬ 
ject  was,  "The  Sin  of  Whiskey.”  It  was  a 
powerful  one  too.  He  laid  John  Barley 
Corn  low.  Again,  the  chairman  advised 
him  that  about  one-third  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  raised  corn  for  a  living. 

The  third  Sunday  the  minister  chose 
this  for  a  sermon.  “The  Sin  of  Tobacco.” 
He  came  down  hard  on  the  use  of  to¬ 
bacco.  Once  again  the  chairman  advised 
the  new  minister  that  about  one-third  of 
the  congregation  raised  tobacco  for  a 
living. 

The  fourth  Sunday  the  pastor  delivered 
a  powerful  message.  He  took  out  all  the 
stops.  It  was  a  hum-dinger.  His  subject, 
“The  Sin  of  Fishing  in  the  Territorial 
Waters  of  a  Foreign  Nation.” 

O.  Dillon  Neal 

Wichita,  Kansas 

Article  said  ‘Jjiased’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Roy  Howard  Beck’s  article  headlined 
“Opportunities  for  member  growth  said 
enhanced  in  minority  communities"  (see 
UMR,  August  10)  is  a  not-too-subtle  at¬ 
tack  on  the  precious  meager  gains  eth¬ 
nics  and  women  made  during  the  last 
round  of  episcopal  elections.  Using  an  in¬ 
complete  statistical  table,  hearsay  and 
innuendo,  the  article  may  rally  those  who 
are  unhappy  and  threatened  with  the  en¬ 
couraging  recent  developments  in  our 
denomination. 

The  statistical  table  is  incomplete  ( and 
only  serves  to  prove  Mr.  Beck’s  biases) 
because:  (a)  of  the  glaring  omission  of 
women  in  the  calculations,  and  (b)  a 


cumulative  count  or  time-adjusted  count 
is  needed  to  show  that  it  took  nearly  100 
years  to  elect  the  first  Asian  bishop  and 
the  first  Hispanic  bishop,  and  nearly  200 
years  to  elect  the  first  woman  bishop. 

In  our  opinion  this  is  irresponsible  jour¬ 
nalism  that  only  fosters  animosity 
against  ethnics  and  women. 

The  article  goes  on  to  report  —  again 
irresponsibly  —  on  “private  hallway 
and  dinner  conversations”  of  “several 
delegates,  primarily  whites,  in  the  north¬ 
ern  and  western  conferences."  Mr.  Beck 
could  not  have  been  privvy  to  those  con¬ 
versations  since  he  covered  only  the 
North  Central  Jurisdiction.  Further¬ 
more,  those  alleged  conversations  cast 
an  ugly  shadow  on  the  courageous  juris¬ 
dictions  which  went  ahead  and  carried 
out  the  tasks  which  history  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  were  summoning  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  and  the  Southeastern  Juris¬ 
diction  to  perform. 

United  Methodists  need  to  be  discern¬ 
ing  and  careful  while  reading  Mr.  Beck’s 
article.  They  must  remember  that  the 
task  of  bringing  people  to  church  is  open 
to,  and  demanded  from,  each  of  us  and 
not  just  “top  leaders,”  and  that  whites 
also,  and  not  only  ethnics,  are  generally 
unchurched.  We  also  must  remember 
that  affirmative  action  in  the  church 
must  rise  to  higher  standards  than  in  sec¬ 
ular  institutions. 

Also,  white  United  Methodists  need  to 
be  assured  that  the  ultimate  stated  goal 
of  ethnic  and  women's  caucuses  is  the  en¬ 
richment  of  our  denomination  and  not  the 
glorification  of  a  few  individuals.  We  cer¬ 
tainly  rejoice  in  the  election  of  our  wo¬ 
men  and  ethnic  bishops,  but  we  rejoice 
because  our  church  is  being  blessed  be¬ 
yond  its  wildest  imaginations. 

Minerva  G.  Carcano 

McAllen,  Texas 
and 

Ignacio  Castuera 

Los  Angeles,  California 

Thanks  for  nice  paper 

To  the  Editor: 

There  are  three  things  I  want  to  thank 
you  for. 

Thank  you  for  your  coverage  regard¬ 
ing  our  church’s  ministry  at  the  Summer 
Olympics  in  the  August  3  and  10  issues. 

Thank  you  also  for  all  your  recent  re¬ 
ports  on  the  election,  assignment  and 
plans  of  our  new  bishops. 


I  have  been  in  a  convalescent  center 
for  four  years,  but  I  still  get  your  paper.  I 
read  it  from  cover  to  cover.  Thank  you 
for  providing  such  a  nice  paper. 

Joanne  Bunker 
Butte,  Montana 
‘Amen’  to  editorial 
on  Miss  America 

To  the  Editor: 

I  say  "Amen”  to  your  August  3  editor¬ 
ial  on  Miss  America.  As  I  read  the  bold 
print  headings,  however,  I  became  more 
and  more  angry  until  I  got  to  the  last 
heading. 

When  I  was  in  college,  I  met  a  woman 
through  my  part-time  job  who  introduced 
me  to  a  crowd  like  the  one  Miss  Williams 
probably  was  involved  in.  They  tried  to 
talk  me  into  posing  for  those  horrible 
stag  films:  “Just  wear  a  wig,  put  a 
beauty  mark  on  your  cheek  —  no  one 
would  ever  recognize  you.”  When  that 
didn’t  work,  a  man  began  to  admire  my 
“beautiful  body”:  “Oh,  I  could  make  you 
lots  of  money.  You  could  be  a  Playboy 
centerfold.”  I  reallize  now  it  was  only  by 
the  grace  of  God  that  I  never  parti¬ 
cipated. 

I  know  I  was  protected  by  my  faith  in 
God  and  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
This  whole  episode  Miss  Williams  is 
going  through  has  reminded  me  to  praise 
my  Heavenly  Father  for  His  love  and 
forgiveness. 

I  will  refrain  from  any  condemnation 
of  Miss  Williams  lest  I  become  as  the  in¬ 
famous  Sunday  School  teacher.  She 
taught  her  student  the  parable  of  the 
Pharisee  and  the  humble  publican.  As 
she  closed  the  lesson,  she  prayed, 
"Thank  you,  Father,  that  we  are  not  like 
the  Pharisee.” 

So  again  I  will  simply  say  “Amen  and 
praise  the  Lord." 

Dotty  Manney 
Phoenixville,  Pennsylvania 

Column  on  Soviets 

and  press  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  appreciate  Stephen  Swecker’s  co¬ 
lumn  headlined  “Journey  to  peace  re¬ 
quires  clear  view  of  selves,  others"  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  10).  It  is  obviously  the  result 
of  the  conversation  I  had  with  him,  but 
more  important,  it  is  an  attempt  on  the 
part  of  one  journalist  to  look  in  his  profes¬ 


sional  mirror  and  be  honest  in  his  criti¬ 
cism.  It  is  also  a  reminder  to  all  others 
that  our  prejudices  and  ideological  dif¬ 
ferences  tend  to  blur  our  honesty. 

Having  returned  from  the  U.S.S.R. 
with  266  American  religious  leaders,  I 
have  been  amazed  by  the  number  of  peo¬ 
ple  who,  having  never  set  foot  on  Soviet 
soil,  are  prepared  to  tell  me  how  I  should 
interpret  what  I  saw  and  experienced. 
They  are  sure  that  Soviet  Christians  are 
members  of  the  KGB  (secret  police) 
dressed  in  religious  garb  and  they  refuse 
to  believe  that  we  travelled  on  the  Mos¬ 
cow  subways  alone. 

Although  there  were  only  nine  United 
Methodists  involved  in  that  ecumenical 
venture,  all  of  us  are  eager  to  share  our 
experience  with  as  many  people  as  possi¬ 
ble  and  to  speak  whenever  invited. 

James  P.  Archibald 
Silver  Spring,  Maryland 
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Longest-tenured  bishop, 
William  C.  Martin,  dies 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  -  Bishop 
William  C.  Martin,  last  surviving  bishop 
of  the  former  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South,  died  here  Aug.  30 
following  a  brief  illness. 

His  funeral  was  held  on  Tuesday,  Sept. 
4  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  here. 
Retired  Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway 
officiated. 

Bishop  Martin,  91,  a  minister  for  63 
years,  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy  in 
1938  when  he  was  44.  Although  two  other 
United  Methodist  bishops  (W.  Earl 
Ledden  and  Nolan  B.  Harmon)  are  older, 
Bishop  Martin  had  the  longest  tenure  in 
the  episcopacy.  He  retired  in  1964. 

The  Randolph,  Tenn.,  native  served 
from  1953  to  1954  as  the  second  president 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  Central  Committee  from  1954  to 
1961 

Bishop  Martin  served  as  president  of 


Bishop  Martin 
In  ministry  63  years 
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the  former  Methodist  Church's  Council  of 
Bishops  and  of  his  own  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  College  of  Bishops.  He  was 
president  of  the  former  Methodist 
Church’s  Board  of  Evangelism  for  eight 
years. 

In  the  Reporter  interview  on  his  91st 
birthday  July  28  (and  reported  only  last 
week),  Bishop  Martin  reflected  on  his 
time  in  the  ministry  and  the  state  of  the 
church  today  (seeUMR,  Aug.  31.). 

“The  church’s  main  business  is  to 
proclaim  by  word  and  deed  the  unfailing 
presence  of  the  living  Christ,”  he  said. 
“It  isn’t  easy  to  keep  the  two  in  balance, 
but  it  has  been  done  and  will  be  done. 

“1  think  the  church  is  the  continuing 
and  enlarging  spokesman  for  Christian 
truth  as  revealed  through  the  quad¬ 
rilateral  of  the  Bible,  tradition,  reason 
and  experience.  This  quadrilateral  will 
continue  to  be  the  basis  for  interpretation 
of  the  life  that  is  now  and  the  life  that  is  to 
come  beyond  this  physical  realm.” 

Bishop  Martin  expressed  sorrow  at  the 
United  Methodism’s  decline  in 
membership  and  suggested  the 
recruitment  and  training  of  ministers 
who  could  encourage  church  members  to 
be  more  evangelistic. 

“If  each  Christian  man,  woman  and 
young  person  would  speak  to  at  least  one 
person  each  week  about  what  the 
Christian  faith  means  to  him  or  her,  the 
church  would  be  growing  in  numbers 
instead  of  declining,"  he  said. 

A  graduate  of  Hendrix  College  and 
Southern  Methodist  University,  Bishop 
Martin  was  ordained  in  1921  and  served 
churches  in  Texas  and  Arkansas  before 
being  elected  to  the  episcopacy.  As  a 
bishop  he  served  the  Pacific  Coast  Area 
one  year,  the  Nebraska  Area  one  year, 
the  Kansas-Nebraska  Area  eight  years 
and  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area  16  years. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  Sally 
Katherine;  two  sons,  Donald  H.  of  Little 
Rock  and  John  Lee  of  Russellville,  Ark. ; 
one  daughter,  Catherine  Makaul  of 
Malibu,  Calif.;  nine  grandchildren;  and 
seven  great-grandchildren. 


Africa  growth  committee 
okays  $800,000  in  grants 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

HARARE,  Zimbabwe  —  To  help  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches  in  Africa  grow,  24 
grants  totaling  $800,000  were  approved 
here  in  mid-August  by  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Africa  Church  Growth 
and  Development  Committee. 

Three-fourths  of  the  money  will 
complete  the  funding  of  18  projects 
authorized  earlier  by  the  full  committee. 
Only  six  projects  are  new,  according  to 
Bonnie  Totten  of  Fayetteville,  N.Y..  one 
of  four  Americans  at  the  meeting. 

Professor  Richard  D.  Tholin  of 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  another  committee  member,  was 
enthusiastic  about  the  completion  of 
funding  for  a  new  church  in  the  center  of 
Jalingo,  Nigeria.  He  reported  the 
Mozambique  church,  in  need  of  a  head¬ 
quarters,  had  been  able  to  take 
advantage  of  an  offer  of  a  building 
because  it  had  received  a  grant  of  $75,000 
at  a  previous  meeting. 

The  executive  committee  funded  a 
number  of  vehicles,  he  noted.  These 
included  both  motorcycles  and  planes  to 
transport  evangelists  in  Zaire  and 
Angola.  A  church  in  North  Shaba  said  its 
members  would  build  a  church  building 
but  needed  a  vehicle  to  transport 
materials. 

The  purpose  of  the  Africa  Fund  is  to 
provide  leadership  development, 
buildings  and  evangelism  programs. 
Priorities  are  set  by  the  African 
churches  whose  representatives  con¬ 
stitute  a  majority  of  the  committee 
making  decisions  about  funding. 

After  ongoing  projects  had  been  cared 


for,  the  committee  asked  each  annual 
conference  to  suggest  one  project  having 
top  priority.  Six  were  funded. 

One  of  these  is  a  consultation  on  theo¬ 
logical  education  for  United  Methodist 
ministers  in  Africa  in  which  all  the 
churches  will  participate.  A  sum  of  $50,000 
was  allocated  for  the  consultation  in  July 
1985  ip  Nairobi.  Leaders  in  the  church 
and  in  theological  education,  assisted  by 
ecumenical  resource  people,  will  share 
ideas  and  resources  and  do  joint  planning 
for  all  levels  of  theological  education. 

According  to  Dr.  Tholin,  the  planning 
committee  is  made  up  of  five  Africans 
and  one  American  ( Dr.  Tholin ) . 

Ten  African  churches  were  repre¬ 
sented  at  Harare,  including  the  Burundi 
Conference.  Present  from  the  U.S.  were 
Bishop  Forrest  Stith,  new  episcopal 
leader  of  the  New  York  West  Area;  the 
Rev.  Isaac  H.  Bivens,  head  of  the  Africa- 
Europe  team  for  the  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries;  Ms.  Totten  and  Dr.  Tholin. 

Summing  up  the  meeting,  Ms.  Totten 
said,  “It  showed  the  years  of  working 
together  have  produced  trust  and  a  new 
maturity,  and  that  felt  good.”  Dr.  Tholin 
noted  the  committee's  determination  to 
get  “responsible  reporting”  on  how  the 
money  is  being  spent. 

To  date  African  churches  have  given 
more  than  $200,000  to  the  fund,  with  the 
Mozambique  church  raising  more  than 
$50,000  from  its  20,000  members.  Euro¬ 
pean  Methodists  have  given  $200,000.  The 
U.S.  church  has  contributed  $2,404,092. 
The  goal  for  the  1980-84  quadrennium 
was  $7  million  with  African  churches 
pledged  to  raise  $1  million  of  this. 


HELPING  A  CHILD 
HELPS  A  PARENT 

Many  families  on  public  assistance  cannot  search  for  jobs  or  learn 
skills  that  would  enable  them  to  be  employed  because  of  inadequate, 
unreliable  child  care. 

The  Browning  Day  Care  Center,  related  to  the  Blackfeet  United 
Methodist  Parish  in  Browning,  Mont.,  reaches  out  to  more  than  80 
pre-school  children,  providing  custodial  and  educational  care.  Par¬ 
ents  of  these  children  are  largely  Native  Americans,  many  with 
limited  employment  opportunities. 

It  costs  nearly  $9  a  day  per  child  to  provide  this  needed  assistance. 
The  parents  of  25  of  these  children  cannot  pay  anything.  The 
remaining  families  can  afford  only  partial  support. 

Will  you  share  part  of  that  cost? 


ADVANCE 


STREET  ADDRESS  _ 


I 

—  I 
—  I 
-  I 

L4/t5  Miversiae  Drive  the  Urt'led  Moihodi»i  Child  Support  Pioq'®^  is  •  oad  of  lh#  woHd  wide  ministry  ol  _ 

New  York,  NY  10115  The  Bo.vr!  ofGloh.il  Mmisinns  all  with  child  ca>e  msliluhons  approved  ns  Advance  Special*  I 


Clip  this  coupon  and  mail 
with  your  check  to  the 
General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries 
National  Program  Division 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 
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World’s  debt  crisis  described 
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200  candles  light  way  to  unique  Bicentennial  moment 


PADUCAH,  Ky.  —  Members  of  Concord  United  Methodist  Church  here 
chose  to  celebrate  200  years  of  Methodism  in  America  in  a  unique  way.  They 
saved  200  two-liter  plastic  bottles  and  placed  them  on  the  lawn  in  the  shape 


of  a  giant  United  Methodist  cross-and-flame  symbol.  Candles  were  placed 
inside  and  burned  on  a  Sunday  evening  for  a  Bicentennial  service. 
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UMC  in  ternational  panel  told  issue  should  be  on  church  agenda 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK  —  The  international  debt 
crisis  is  a  new  issue  that  should  go  on  the 
church’s  agenda,  an  economist  told  the 
United  Methodist  International  Panel 
meeting  here  Aug.  27-28. 

John  Cavanagh,  staff  member  of  the 
Institute  for  Policy  Studies  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  said  that  since  American  church 
people  are  concerned  for  the  poor  in 
developing  countries,  they  must  look  into 
the  international  debt  crisis. 

It  is  not  only  the  main  factor  increasing 
Third  World  poverty  but  it  is  having  a 
detrimental  impact  on  the  U.S.  economy, 
he  said.  It  reduces  the  demand  for  U.S. 
exports,  so  tens  of  thousands  of  Amer¬ 
ican  jobs  are  lost  in  export-related  indus¬ 
tries.  Mr.  Cavanagh  directs  a  project  on 
transnational  corporations  at  the  insti¬ 
tute,  which  is  a  20-year-old  independent 
center  for  research  and  education. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  —  Questioning  of 
presidential  and  congressional  candi 
dates  on  major  national  and  inter 
national  issues  has  been  called  for  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  chief  social 
action  agency 

“The  church  has  the  responsibility  to 
question  all  candidates,”  said  Carolyn 
Minus,  an  associate  general  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

“No  one  political  party  holds  all  the 
truth  nor  has  a  direct  line  to  God  nor 
adequately  speaks  to  all  of  our  concerns 
The  church  must  speak  on  tough  issues 
but  not  necessarily  only  on  the  emotional 
issues  or  the  ones  which  capture  head¬ 
lines. 

A  half-dozen  possible  areas  for  ques¬ 
tioning  are  included  in  a  mailing  from 
the  board  to  leaders  in  the  church's  74 
annual  conferences  in  the  United  States 
and  Puerto  Rico. 

They  deal  with  economic  life  of  women, 
disarmament  and  security,  international 
justice,  U.S.  ocean  policy,  state  lotteries 
and  toxic  waste.  In  some  instances  back¬ 
ground  materials  are  included. 

Some  of  the  same  questions  are  being 
raised  by  other  parts  of  the  nation's 
religious  community. 

“People  of  faith  are  not  single  issue 
people,”  Ms.  Minus  said.  “We  raise  a 
variety  of  concerns  to  demonstrate  the 
many  areas  in  which  we  can  show  love 
for  our  neighbors.  ” 

Related  to  the  raising  of  questions  with 
candidates,  the  board's  engage/social 
action  magazine  in  its  October  issue  will 
compare  some  planks  in  the  Democratic 
and  Republican  party  platforms  with 
statements  from  the  United  Methodist 
Social  Principles  adopted  by  the  1984 
General  Conference. 

Local  church  leaders  are  encouraged 
to  invite  candidates  for  Congress  to  come 
to  individual  churches  or  to  an  ecumeni¬ 
cally-sponsored  event  to  discuss  the  is¬ 
sues. 

“As  responsible  Christian  citizens,  we 
hold  high  expectations  that  our  elected 
officials  will  promote  peace  and  justice 
for  neighbors  in  our  nation  and  for  our 
global  neighbors,”  the  material  accom¬ 
panying  the  suggested  questions  says. 

“The  social  world  can  be  so  abused 
that  it  is  practically  impossible  for  one  to 


Pointing  out  that  12  large  international 
banks  have  loaned  most  of  the  money  to 
the  developing  countries,  he  said  several 
have  loaned  more  than  their  share¬ 
holders’  equity.  If  Brazil,  Mexico  and 
Argentina  defaulted  completely,  he  said, 
the  12  banks  would  go  under.  “We  should 
face  the  problem  before  our  banks 
collapse,”  he  said. 

Debt  gets  out  of  control 

The  institutions  that  govern  the  world 
economy,  particularly  the  International 
Monetary  Fund,  are  no  longer  capable  of 
solving  the  debt  crisis,  Mr.  Cavanagh 
told  the  panel. 

Developing  countries  owe  $810  billion 
to  the  developed  nations  and  their  banks, 
he  said.  The  largest  debts  are  owed  by 
Brazil,  Mexico.  Argentina  and  Chile.  But 
there  is  also  concern  about  the  debts  of 
the  Philippines,  South  Korea  and 


experience  the  God  of  love  and  grace  . 
The  hungry  need  bread,  the  homeless 
need  a  roof,  the  dispossessed  need 
justice,  the  lonely  need  community,  the 
undisciplined  need  order,  and  the  slave 
needs  freedom.” 


Indonesia.  However,  most  African 
countries  are  in  “much  worse  shape,”  he 
said,  because  their  debt  is  out  of  propor¬ 
tion  to  each  country’s  economy. 

Terming  the  International  Monetary- 
Fund  “the  least  democratic  institution  on 
earth,”  Mr.  Cavanagh  said  it  is  made  up 
of  1,000  central  bankers  and  finance 
ministers.  The  U.S.  controls  20  percent  of 
the  votes  because  it  contributes  20 
percent  of  the  funds  ( developed  countries 
control  70  percent ) .  Developing  countries 
are  demanding  the  fund  be  revamped  to 
give  each  country  one  vote. 

U.S.  role  in  Namibia  aired 

The  panel,  in  the  final  meeting  of  this 
quadrennium.  also  heard  Theo-Ben 
Gurirab.  representative  of  the  South- 
West  Africa  People’s  Organization  to  the 
United  Nations.  He  claimed  the  United 
States  was  responsible  for  holding  up 
Namibia’s  independence  because  it  has 
said  there  can  be  no  independence  until 
the  Cubans  withdraw  from  Angola.  He 
challenged  this  “linkage  over  which  we 
have  no  control."  “We  are  pawns  of  the 
U.S.  and  South  Africa  in  the  game  of 
global  politics,"  he  added. 

Noting  the  United  States  maintains 
diplomatic  relations  with  the  Soviet 
Union  and  China,  he  saw  a  certain 
"hypocrisy"  about  the  U.S.  fear  of 
Cubans  in  Angola. 


David  Poindexter,  director  of  the 
Population  Institute,  reported  on  the 
recent  U  N.  Conference  on  Population  in 
Mexico  City.  It  found  much  progress  had 
been  made  on  population  control,  he  said, 
but  more  is  needed.  Four  hundred 
million  women  still  have  no  access  to 
family  planning  resources,  a  world 
fertility  survey  found. 

Norma  Kehrberg,  head  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR),  reported  $820,000  has  been 
contributed  by  United  Methodist 
churches  toward  the$l  million  pledged  to 
Church  World  Service  for  the  global  food 
crisis.  Additional  funds  have  been  raised 
through  fish  banks. 

The  bulk  of  these  funds  have  gone  to 
emergency  food  relief  in  Africa  where 
drought  is  widespread,  Ms.  Kehrberg 
reported.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  impera¬ 
tive  to  recognize  the  need  to  help  countries 
develop  their  economic  and  social  infra¬ 
structures  so  they  can  attain  self-suffi¬ 
ciency  in  food  production,  she  said. 

Much  time  was  devoted  to  shaping  a 
document  on  the  purpose  and  functions  of 
the  panel.  The  group  brings  together 
directors  and  staff  members  of  the 
boards  of  church  and  society  and  global 
ministries  involved  in  international 
issues.  It  was  agreed  the  panel  would 
continue  to  be  an  informal  consultative 
body.  All  program  suggestions  go  to  the 
parent  boards  for  implementation. 
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All  these  ‘bikers’  have  religion 


From  Religious  News  Service 
POMARIA,  S.  C.  —  When  the  bevy  of 
bikers  rolled  into  this  tiny  Newberry 
County  town,  the  reaction  of  the  locals 
might  have  seemed  a  little  odd 
Nobody  seemed  worried  that  the  town 
was  being  overrun  by  biking  hoodlums, 
because  the  worst  habit  the  bikers 
appeared  lo  have  was  swigging 
Blenhein  ginger  ale. 

A  few  days  later  they  roared  away 
again,  back  to  their  hometowns  and 
their  jobs  —  as  ordained  ministers. 
These  are  bikers  that  have  religion 
All  members  of  the  Circuit  Riders 
Motorcycle  Club,  the  interdenomi 


national  organization  of  about  200 
ordained  clergy,  meet  once  a  year  for  a 
weekend  of  riding  and  fellowship. 

United  Methodist  minister  Rick 
Rogers-Berry.  minister  of  the  New 
Hope  and  Capers  Chapel  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  the  Pomaria  Charge, 
hosted  this  year's  meeting  of  the  five- 
year-old  club. 

All  Circuit  Riders  must  have  a  yen  for 
the  open  road  and  love  the  feel  of  the 
wind  in  their  hair,  says  Mr.  Rogers- 
Berry.  Clerical  dress  is  optional,  he 
added. 

“Like  the  circuit  riders  of  old,  our 
members  pul  in  a  lot  of  time  in  the 


saddle,”  he  said  “They  think  nothing 
putting  in  several  hundred  miles  a  c 
for  fun  ” 

Mr.  Rogers-Berry  and  his  wife,  Chi 
wear  leather  jackets  with  a  cross  s 
rolling  wheel  on  the  back. 

Swapping  stories  at  the  Pomaria  p 
sonage  recently,  were  Ron  Baecker 
Spiritualist  minister  from  Dayt 
Ohio;  the  Rev  Robert  Allen,  a  Unit 
Methodist  minister  from  Castle  Cre 
N.Y.;  the  Rev.  Ken  McCorkle, 
Assemblies  of  God  minister  fr< 
Chatham,  Ontario;  and  the  Rev.  Jer 
Dill,  the  Circuit  Riders  president  fr< 
Frankfort,  Mich 


Social-action  unit  seeks 
questioning  of  candidates 
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UM  congregations  join  movement 
*  aiding  Central  America  refugees 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  The  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones 
(left),  general  secretary  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Discipleship,  enjoys  the  monkeyshines  of  a  friendly 
gorilla  in  the  closing  segment  of  "You  Can’t  Do  That  in 
Church,"  a  new  videotape  by  the  board  and  LJnited 
Methodist  Communications.  The  film  —  which  begins 


and  ends  with  a  whimsical  look  at  "things  you  can’t  do 
in  church"  —  is  hosted  by  Dr.  Jones,  who  invites  local 
church  members  to  discover  arenas  for  ministry  and 
mission  beyond  the  traditional  setting  of  their  local 
churches. 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

United  Methodists  in  at  least  two 
communities  have  become  involved 
recently  in  the  movement  to  provide 
sanctuary  for  refugees  from  Central 
America. 

One  UM  congregation  visibly  involved 
in  the  movement  is  First  UMC  in 
Germantown,  Pa.,  a  suburb  of  Phila¬ 
delphia.  That  church  will  conduct  a  press 
conference  and  special  interfaith  service 
Sept.  9  celebrating  the  arrival  of 
refugees  from  Guatemala  who  will  take 
public  sanctuary  in  the  church. 

Members  of  the  Germantown  church 
devoted  a  year  of  study  of  conditions  in 
Central  America  before  the  congregation 
voted  May  20  to  declare  the  church  a 
public  sanctuary  and  to  seek  to  serve  a 
refugee  family. 

The  vote  came  less  than  two  weeks 
after  the  1984  General  Conference  in 
Baltimore  voted  to  “strongly  encourage" 
those  congregations  which  wished  to 
oppose  oppressive  acts  in  Central 
America  and  U.S.  policy  in  that  area  by 
becoming  public  sanctuaries. 

Principal  speakers  at  the  Sept.  9 
service  will  be  Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete 
and  U.S.  Rep.  William  H.  Gray,  III. 

In  Dayton,  Ohio,  representatives  of 
that  city’s  religious  community,  includ¬ 
ing  several  United  Methodists,  have 


signed  a  statement  of  support  for  a 
congregation  there  providing  sanctuary 
for  a  family  fleeing  persecution  by  the 
Guatemalan  government. 

The  Lower  Miami  Church  of  the 
Brethren  —  a  part  of  the  historic  so- 
called  “peace  church”  movement  —  is 
providing  sanctuary  for  a  father,  mother 
and  three  small  children.  They  have 
appeared  on  Dayton  television  but  only 
with  handkerchiefs  over  their  faces  to 
prevent  recognition  of  them  and 
reprisals  against  relatives  at  home. 

This  family  lives  in  the  church,  and 
members  of  the  congregation  take  turns 
staying  with  them  so  they  will  not  have  to 
be  alone  in  the  building. 

In  Minneapolis,  United  Methodists  are 
expected  to  be  among  participants  in  a 
service  at  Walker  Community  Church 
Sept.  9  to  hear  Jim  Corbett,  a  founder  of 


the  sanctuary  movement  and  of  the 
“underground  railroad”  for  Central 
American  refugees. 

Mr.  Corbett  is  a  retired  rancher  and 
philosopher  from  Tucson,  Ariz.  He  has 
become  a  leading  spokesperson  for  the 
right's  of  refugees. 

The  Twin  Cities  Sanctuary  Coalition, 
sponsoring  the  Sept.  9  speech  by  Mr. 
Corbett,  estimates  over  150  congre¬ 
gations  across  the  courttry  have 
responded  to  the  call  to  provide 
sanctuary  to  Central  American  refugees. 
According  to  this  coalition,  participating 
congregations  include  Jewish,  Roman 
Catholic,  Presbyterian,  Lutheran, 
United  Church  of  Christ,  United  Method¬ 
ist,  Baptist,  Episcopal,  Mennonite, 
Brethren,  Disciples  of  Christ,  Quaker, 
Unitarian-Universalist  and  others. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Pastor  not  directly  tied 
to  child-care  abuse  charge 


No  monkey  business  in  new  church  film 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILLE  —  Although  a  gorilla 
romps  through  the  opening  segment  of  a 
new  film  by  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  and  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  monkey  business  definitely 
is  not  the  purpose  of  the  film. 

Break  dancing,  roller  skating  and  a 
man  in  a  gorilla  suit  make  up  the  opening 
segment  of  the  film,  “You  Can’t  Do  That 
in  Church,”  hosted  by  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl 
Jones.  It  discusses  the  nature  of  ministry 
beyond  the  local  church. 


The  30-minute  film  written  by 
Meredith  Underwood  of  UMCom  is  based 
on  the  boook  “The  Management  of 
Ministry”  written  by  James  D.  Anderson 
and  Dr.  Jones,  who  is  general  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship.  It  opens 
with  a  whimsical  person-on-the-street 
interviewer  who  asks  random  people  to 
“name  something  you  can’t  do  in 
church." 

The  mood  changes  as  Dr.  Jones  visits 
church  people  in  several  settings  and 
describes  their  varied  ideas  of  com¬ 


munity  and  suggests  how  the  church  can 
minister  in  those  areas. 

In  the  videotape.  Dr.  Jones  talks  with 
local  church  pastors,  members  of  a 
council  on  ministries,  a  youth  group 
discussing  teenage  alcoholism,  and  a 
recently  divorced  woman  describing  how 
the  church  helped  her  family. 

Persons  featured  in  the  opening  se¬ 
quence  included  local  church  members, 
staff  people,  and  professional  actors  and 
Nashville-based  break  dancers. 

The  film  is  designed  for  use  by  local 


churches  and  conference  and  district 
program  staff  members  to  help  congre¬ 
gations  in  areas  of  mission  and  ministry 
beyond  the  walls  of  their  churches. 

Says  Dr.  Jones  in  the  film,  “What’s 
important  is  for  your  congregation  to 
define  its  community  not  on  the  basis  of 
who  already  comes  to  church  —  or  who 
you’d  like  to  come  —  but  on  the  basis  of 
who  you  must  take  responsibility  for. 
Why?  Because  they  live  and  you  live  and 
your  church  exists  in  the  same  geo¬ 
graphical  area  —  your  community.” 


Illinoisans  turn  sweet  profit  for  hunger 


URBANA,  Ill.  —  It’s  only  natural  in 
this  "corn  belt”  city  that  United  Meth¬ 
odists  looking  for  a  project  to  raise 
money  for  world  hunger  would  turn  to 
sweet  corn. 

This  summer,  for  the  third  year  in  a 
row,  members  of  Grace  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  here  did  just  that.  The  result, 
as  of  Sept.  1,  was  more  than  $5,500  in  the 
sweet  corn-world  hunger  bank  account. 

The  corn  is  planted  and  harvested  on 
six  acres— three  belonging  to  the  church 
and  adjacent  to  it,  a  neighboring  three 
belonging  to  a  funeral  home  whose 
owner  is  a  United  Methodist  layman. 

Members  of  the  church’s  Wednesday 


morning  men’s  breakfast  prayer  group 
coordinate  the  project.  They  see  to  it 
that  members  of  the  church  show  up 
each  day  at  5:30  a  m.  —  yes,  5:30  in  the 
morning!  —  to  pick  the  com  so  it  can  be 
sold  fresh  that  day. 

Another  group  comes  in  to  sack  the 
com.  Others  sell  it  in  front  of  the 
church.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  G.  D. 
Bass,  said  there  have  been  few  days 
when  all  the  corn  has  not  been  sold 
before  noon. 

Other  Grace  church  members  during 
the  year  save  sacks  in  which  the  corn  is 
sold. 

As  Mr.  Bass  wrote  in  the  Central 


Illinois  Conference  edition  of  the 
Reporter,  the  congregation  is  fortunate 
to  have  people  “who  know  agri¬ 
culture.”  Assistance  in  tilling,  fertil¬ 
izing  and  planting  the  acreage  is  given 
by  a  man  who  works  for  an  agricultural 
chemical  company. 

Grace  church  bought  its  three  acres 
in  1981  —  Mr.  Bass  described  it  as 
“rich,  fertile  farm  land’’— at  $10,000  per 
acre,  intending  to  use  it  to  fend  off  being 
surrounded  by  businesses  and  for 
possible  expansion  of  the  church. 

A  soybean  crop  was  in  the  ground 
when  the  church  bought  the  property, 
and  the  church’s  share  of  the  first  year 


harvest  was  worth  under  $500. 

In  1982  the  administrative  board, 
acting  on  recommendation  of  the 
Wednesday  morning  men’s  group, 
voted  to  grow  sweet  com  on  the  three 
acres  and  sell  it  at  $1.50  per  dozen  ears. 
(Actually  they  sold  a  “baker’s  dozen” 
of  13  ears). 

The  1982  profit,  $3,000,  was 
designated  for  world  hunger.  Another 
$3,000  went  to  the  same  purpose  in  1983. 

Mr.  Bass  summarized,  “The  project 
has  enabled  our  people  to  have 
meaningful  fellowship  while  working 
together,  and  it  is  an  important  cause 
for  which  we  labor.” 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WHITE  PLAINS,  N.Y.  -  The  $600 
million  civil  suit  brought  against  the 
Westchester  United  Methodist  Church, 
its  former  pastor,  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  T. 
Grady,  and  the  Westchester-Tremont 
Community  Day  Care  Center  does  not 
identify  Mr.  Grady  as  the  person  who 
sexually  abused  children  at  the  center 
operated  in  a  church  building  (see  UMR, 
Aug.  24). 

The  suit  involves  Mr.  Grady  with 
supervisory  responsibility  as  pastor  of 
the  church  during  the  period  of  the 
alleged  attacks,  January  and  June  1984. 

This  fact  was  pointed  out  by  Bishop 
Roy  C.  Nichols,  retiring  leader  of  the 
New  York  Area,  after  he  examined 
papers  submitted  to  the  State  Supreme 
Court  for  Bronx  County.  The  suit  was 
brought  by  Rosalie  Olmeda,  Minolva 
Garvey,  Marcia  Hall,  Lorenza  Tuitt, 
Madeline  Molina  and  Belizabeth  Jordan 
on  behalf  of  their  six  children  who 
claimed  to  have  been  sexually  assualted 
at  the  day  care  center. 

No  criminal  charges  have  been  filed 
against  Mr.  Grady,  according  to  Gloria 
Perez  of  the  Bronx  District  Attorney’s 
office.  “All  day  care  cases  are  still  under 
investigation,”  she  said. 

Three  persons  have  been  arrested  and 
charged  with  abusing  30  children  at  the 
Center,  and  as  many  as  60  children  may 
have  been  sexually  abused  at  seven 
centers  in  the  Bronx.  The  New  York 
Times  said  Aug.  20.  Earlier  The  New  York 
Post  reported  that  mothers  of  six 
children  were  filing  suit  against  Mr. 
Grady  for  allegedly  molesting  children 
at  the  Westchester  Center. 


Papers  filed  in  the  Olmeda  suit 
maintain  the  church  operated  the  West¬ 
chester  Tremont  Community  Day  Care 
Center  at  2547  East  Tremont  Ave.,  the 
Bronx.  However,  the  Rev.  Matthew  Gates, 
New  York  Conference  council  director, 
said  the  church  did  not  run  the  center.  It 
was  and  still  is  operated  by  an  indepen¬ 
dent  board  using  city  and  federal  funds. 

“Mr.  Grady  has  never  been  officially 
accused  of  child  molestation,”  said 
Bishop  Nichols.  “He  was  included  in  the 
civil  suit  only  because  he  was  pastor  of 
the  church  where  a  day  care  center  was 
held  in  space  leased  by  the  church.” 

The  suit  alleges  negligence  on  the  part 
of  those  operating  the  center. 
Specifically  they  are  said  to  have  allowed 
“outside  persons”  to  have  access  to  the 
school  during  school  hours  in  the  period 
when  the  children  were  assaulted  and 
with  failing  “to  take  the  necessary 
security  precautions”  at  the  center. 

Bishop  Nichols  reiterated  an  earlier 
statement  that  he  had  heard  nothing  of  a 
negative  character  about  Mr.  Grady 
from  either  the  pastor-parish  relations 
committee  or  law  enforcement  officers. 

Asked  why  the  minister  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  another  church  this  year  after 
only  one  year’s  service  at  Westchester 
Church,  Bishop  Nichols  replied,  “Some 
people  had  disagreements  with  his 
leadership  style  in  the  administration  of 
the  church." 

Mr.  Grady  will  continue  as  pastor  of  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Rochelle,  N.Y.  “I  have  an  obligation  to 
support  him.  He  has  not  been  accused, 
and,  if  he  were,  he  would  be  innocent 
until  proven  guilty,”  said  Bishop  Nichols. 


Missional  priority  plan  charted 


the  church  today 


United  Methodist  woman 
heads  church  alliance 

From  Religious  News  Service 

A  United  Methodist  church  executive 
has  become  the  first  woman  president  of 
the  Church  Federation  of  Greater 
Chicago. 

Carolyn  Henninger  Oehler,  director  of 
the  council  on  ministries  of  the  UMC’s 
Northern  Illinois  Conference,  will  head 
the  ecumenical  organization  which 
brings  together  23  Orthodox  and  Protest¬ 
ant  groups  in  the  Chicago  area. 

Ms.  Oehler,  a  laywoman,  was  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  1983  World  Council  of 
Churches  assembly  in  Vancouver.  She 
heads  her  denomination’s  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  and 
recently  chaired  a  study  panel  on  “inclu¬ 
sive"  language  in  the  church. 

30  participants  declare 
‘grief’  teleconference  success 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  A  two-day  na¬ 
tional  teleconference  on  grief  held  in  late 
July  has  been  called  a  “success”  by  its 
sponsors  and  participants. 

Two  conferences,  developed  and  spon¬ 
sored  by  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 


tions,  were  held  on  consecutive  Satur¬ 
days  in  July.  The  sessions  were  held  in 
four  locations:  Des  Moines,  Wash.;  San 
Antonio,  Tex.;  Nashville,  and  Atlanta, 
with  30  people  participating.  The  Atlanta 
session,  held  at  United  Methodist-related 
Emory  University,  included  not  only 
clergy  and  lay  people  but  local  health 
care  professionals. 

Each  site  was  staffed  by  a  trained 
workshop  leader.  Topics  discussed 
included:  fear  and  anger,  healing  guilt, 
learning  from  divorce,  and  "saying 
goodbye”  to  losses.  Featured  speaker 
was  the  Rev.  Howard  Clinebell,  profes¬ 
sor  of  pastoral  psychology  and  counsel¬ 
ing  at  the  School  of  Theology  at  Clare¬ 
mont  (Calif.). 


Theology  school  dean 
appointed  to  pastorate 

TULSA  (UMNS)  —  The  Rev.  James  B. 
Buskirk,  dean  of  Oral  Roberts  University 
School  of  Theology  for  the  past  eight 
years,  has  been  appointed  senior  pastor 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  here, 
effective  Sept.  1 

He  will  succeed  the  Rev  L.  D.  Thomas 
Jr.,  who  will  retire  after  18  years  as 


CLASSIFIED 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  Church  of  San  Diego 
is  offering  cassette  recordings  of  the  Sunday 
morning  services.  Each  recording  features  the 
sermon  by  The  Reverend  Mark  Trotter  and  music 
from  the  worship  service.  The  tapes  are  edited  to  >2 
hour  and  reproduced  in  highest  quality  stereo.  The 
subscription  cost  is  $18  for  six  tapes  with  two 
sermons  on  each  tape  Send  requests  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  2111  Camino  del  Rio  South,  San 
Diego.  CA  92108,  (619  )  297-4366 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  EXECUTIVE  Director  for 

Wesley-Rankin  Community  Center  in  Dallas.  Texas. 
Administrative,  management,  and  program 
planning  skills  needed  Bilingual-Spanish/English. 
Salary  negotiable.  Resume  to  Eleanor  Lydick,  413 
Ridgehaven  Place.  Richardson,  Texas  75080 

DIRECTOR  YOUTH  MINISTRY  Growing  1.800 
congregation  with  150+  youth  seeks  director  youth 
ministry  who  may  also  direct  Youth  Choir  plus 
supervise  younger  choirs.  Send  resume,  salary 
requirements  by  October  1  Search  Committee, 
Germantown  United  Methodist  Church,  2331 
Germantown  Road,  Germantown,  TN  38138  , 

NEEDED  DESPERATELY  Christian  Organist  and 
Music  Director  or  organist.  Paid  position  Peralta 
Methodist  Church.  P  O  Box  98.  Peralta.  N.M.  87042 
\  505  )  865-9334  or  869-2312. 

NEW  PARENTING  PROGRAM:  "Growing  With 
Today's  Children"  From:  Family  Education 
Enterprises.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  4690 
Palm  Avenue.  La  Mesa,  California  92041  $10  Text 
and  Guide 

RIO  -  DECEMBER  26- January  2  -  Via  Pan-Am  De¬ 
lux  Beach  Hotel  Buffet  breakfast  daily.  City  Tour 
-  Much  more  Bess  Loudermilk.  3339  Milton.  Dallas. 
Texas  75205. 

WORLD  TOUR  July  departure  Mainland  China  & 

Yangtze  Cruise  May  departure  Free  brochures:  Dr 
Bob  Panzer.  623  Dell  St..  Solana  Beach.  CA  92075 
( 619)  755-9330  25  years  leading  tours 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  FOR  a  1.250  member  church  in 
fast  growing  area.  Part  time  position  available  with 
-negotiable  salary  based  on  experience  Responsi¬ 
bilities  include  three  choirs,  two/handbell  choirs, 
direction  of  musical  events,  and  music  education. 
Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Box 
1317,  Bradenton.  Florida  33506-1317 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education,  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  Independence,  Kansas  Send 
resume  to  and  request  information  from  Box  545. 
Independence.  Kansas67301. 

THE  WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  seeking  a  Treasurer- 
Business  Manager  Salary  range  $24.500-$28,500. 
housing  allowance,  utilities,  travel  and  benefits 
Position  available  April  1 ,  1985  Send  resume  by  Oct. 

1  to  Rev  Wesley  E.  Blaha.  219  Center  Road.  Mon- 

PART  TIME  MINISTER  of  Evangelism  600  mem¬ 

ber  growing  evangelical  congregation  Visiting  and 
training  of  lay  workers;  20  hours  per  week,  $750 
monthly  salary  Inquire:  Rev  A1  Jansen,  First  UMC, 
Huntington  Beach.  California  92648  '  714  )  536-3537 

THE  NEW  MEXICO  Conference  Methodist 
Foundation.  Inc.,  is  seeking  a  full  time  Executive 
Director.  Qualifications  for  the  position  include  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  institutions  and  agencies 
of  the  church  and  the  ability  to  address  groups  both 
large  and  small  Experience  in  the  areas  of  deferred 
giving  and  foundation  administration  is  helpful  but 
not  required  Replies  kept  in  confidence.  Interested 
persons  should  forward  a  resume  to:  Kenneth  G. 
Reese.  2547  Wyoming.  N.E..  Albuquerque,  N.M  87112 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education  500 
member  church  Salary  $18,000  plus,  depending  on 
experience  and  qualifications.  Send  resume  to  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  1101  Millington,  Winfield, 
Kansas  67156 

WANTED  DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  Education  - 
some  music  training  helpful  United  Methodist 
Church  of  600  Send  resume  to  P  O  Box  35.  Newport, 
TN  37821 

pastor  of  the  5,300-member  congre¬ 
gation. 

Dr.  Buskirk  served  previously  on  the 
faculty  of  Candler  School  of  Theology  at 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta. 

Dr.  Thomas  has  received  national  at¬ 
tention  in  recent  months  after  his  elec¬ 
tion  to  head  a  new  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists.  The  unofficial  group 
has  challenged  the  philosophy  of  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  and  has  announced  plans  for  sending 
its  own  missionaries  beginning  in  1985. 

‘Social  affirmation’  draft 
proposed  to  world  Methodists 

BOSSEY,  Switzerland  (UMNS)  -  The 
first  step  toward  what  could  become  a 
common  “social  affirmation”  for  all 
Methodist  denominations  around  the 
world  was  taken  here  recently. 

The  first  draft  of  a  “World  Methodist 
Social  Affirmation”  was  approved  by  a 
26-member  task  group  called  together  by 
the  World  Methodist  Council’s  Social  and 
International  Affairs  Committee  in  late 
July. 

A  study  guide  of  six  critical  issues  — 
global  survival,  economic  justice,  human 
rights,  racism,  the  natural  world  and  the 
nurturing  community  is  also  being 
prepared. 

The  statement  now  goes  to  the  World 
Methodist  Council’s  executive  committee 
meeting  in  late  September.  If  approved, 
churches  will  be  asked  to  study  and  react 
to  the  statement  between  October  of  this 
year  and  December  of  1985. 

Ohio  theological  school 
president  emeritus  dies 

DELAWARE,  Ohio  -  Dr.  John  W. 
Dickhaut,  president  emeritus  of  the 
Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio, 
died  in  a  Columbus  hospital  Aug.  19. 

Dr.  Dickhaut  is  credited  with  having 
helped  organize  the  school.  He  was  its 
director  in  1957-59  and  president  1959-81. 

Veteran  education  leader 
plans  1985  retirement 

NASHVILLE  —  After  10  years  as  a 
staff  member  of  the  Board  of  Education 
of  the  Methodist  Church  and  11  years 
with  the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
the  Rev.  R.  Harold  Hipps  has  announced 
his  intention  to  retire  as  of  Sept.  1, 1985. 

He  will  conclude  his  present  assign¬ 
ment  in  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  on  Oct.  1, 1984  and  will  be  on 
a  study  leave  after  that  date. 


Mr,  Hipps  has  been  executive  officer  of 
the  Christian  Educators  Fellowship,  a 
1,500-member  professional  organization 
for  United  Methodist  Christian  educators 
since  its  beginning. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
DAYTON,  Ohio  -  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  Missional  Priority  Coor¬ 
dinating  Committee  Aug.  17-18,  planned 
promotion  and  an  operating  manual  and 
adopted  a  budget  for  the  1985-88  em¬ 
phasis  on  Strengthening  Ethnic  Minor¬ 
ity  Churches  for  Witness  and  Mission.  It 
also  worked  on  its  own  structure  and 
elected  officers  for  four  years. 

The  Rev.  Norman  E.  Dewire  of  Day- 


ton,  general  secretary  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM)  who  con¬ 
vened  the  first  meeting  of  the  committee, 
said  this  committee  has  four  major  func¬ 
tions:  to  coordinate  the  missional 
priority,  receive  yearly  reports  from  the 
annual  conferences  and  the  general 
boards  and  agencies,  evaluate  how  well 
the  missional  priority  is  implemented, 
and  report  to  the  GCOM  annually  and  to 
the  General  Conference  in  1988. 


Compare  This  New 
Lectionary  Series  With 
What  You  Are  Using  N 

Introducing 

Preaching  the  New 


inn 

Common  Lectionary 

— three  handsome  volumes  providing  the  most 
useful  and  complete  commentary  for  any  pastor 
preparing  sermons  for  Year  B 

Advantages  Over  Existing,  Older  Series: 
e  Current  —  All  the  material  is  based  on  the  new 
Common  Lectionary. 

•  Convenient  —  The  entire  liturgical  year  is 
treated  In  three  volumes. 

e  Cost  Effective  —  Each  volume  covers  the  whole 
season  for  less  than  $10.00. 
e  Comprehensive  —  Every  scripture  passage  is 
fully  discussed — Including  the  Psalms. 

•  Competent  —  The  authors'  expertise  is  widely 
recognized:  Fred  B.  Craddock,  John  H.  Hayes, 

Carl  Ft.  Holladay,  Gene  M.  Tucker. 

Available!  Volume  One: 

Preaching  the  New  Common  Lectionary 
y ear  B 

Advent,  Christmas,  Epiphany 
$8.50,  paper  176  pages  #  33845-X 

Coming  In  November,  1984.  Volume  Two: 

Preaching  the  New  Common  Lectionary 
Year  B 

Lent,  Holy  Week,  Easter 
$9.95,  paper  256  pages  #  33846-8. 

Purchase  your  first  volume  —  Advent,  Christmas,  Epiphany  —  today  and  watch  for  future  sets 
covering  Years  A  and  Cl 


Coming  In  the  Spring,  1985.  Volume  Three: 
i  New  Coi 


Preaching  the  I 
Year  B 

After  Pentecost 


Common  Lectionary 
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How  can  you  enrich  your  Sunday 
school  program  or  make  it  grow?  What 
are  the  questions  you  need  to  ask?  Who 
should  be  responsible  for  growth  and 
renewal?  What  resources  are  available? 

These  and  many  other  questions  will  be 
answered  on  October  6  at  the  ‘‘Sunday 
School  Growth  and  Renewal  Workshop” 
at  Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston.  The  Louisiana 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  Cokes- 
bury  Educational  Services  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  and  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  (BOD)  are  spon¬ 
soring  the  event. 

Participants  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  learn  practical  information,  both 
methods  and  resources,  to  help  develop 
and  refresh  Sunday  school  programs. 

Leaders  for  the  workshop  will  be: 
Duane  Ewers,  assistant  general 
secretary,  Section  on  Christian 
Education,  BOD;  Kirk  McNeill,  director 
of  Sunday  school  extension,  Section  on 
Christian  Education,  BOD;  Ruth 
Anderson,  Christian  education 
consultant  for  the  Florida  Annual 
Conference;  and  Dorlis  Glass,  certified 
lab  leader  and  writer  of  United  Methodist 
curriculum  resources. 

The  Sunday  School  Growth  and 
Renewal  Workshop  is  designed  to  help 


people  gain  a  greater  appreciation  of  the 
importance  of  the  Sunday  school  as  a 
way  of  helping  people  to  become  a  part  of 
the  church.  It  is  designed  for  pastors, 
church  school  teachers,  superinten¬ 
dents/administrators,  and  people 
interested  in  Sunday  school  growth  and 
renewal. 

Sunday  schools  are  growing  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  and  they  can  con¬ 
tinue  to  do  so  with  proper  training  and 
guidance. 

Churches  are  urged  to  send  at  least 
four  persons  to  the  one-day  workshop. 
This  will  allow  churches  to  have  a 
representative  in  each  group  and  the 
opportunity  to  plan,  while  at  the 
workshop,  for  Sunday  school  growth  and 
for  revitalizing  present  programs  in  their 
local  church. 

Participants  will  hear  a  presentation  on 
Sunday  school  growth  and  renewal  and 
then  participate  in  age-level  groups 
(children,  youth,  adult,  administrators) 
to  explore  the  meaning  of  Sunday  school 
growth  and  renewal  as  it  relates  to  their 
area  of  concern  and  the  presentation. 

After  lunch,  there  will  be  two  sessions 
of  interest  group  discussions  on  such 
topics  as  ‘‘Teachers  Are  Important,” 
‘‘Starting  From  Scratch,”  “Find  Them, 


Church  Leaders  To 
Discuss  Our  Common  Faith 


Dr.  Michael  Kinnamon,  a  Professor  at 
the  Christian  Theological  Seminary 
in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  will  lead 
discussions  on  the  document,  ‘‘Baptism, 
Eucharist,  and  Ministry,”  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
Board  of  Directors  on  September  17  and 
18.  The  meeting  of  the  board  will  beTIMJ  ” 
at  Maryhill  Retreat  Center  in  Pineville. 

It  will  convene  at  twelve  noon  on 
September  17  and  will  adjourn  at  twelve 
noon  on  September  18. 

Dr.  Kinnamon  served  as  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  Faith  and  Order 
Commission  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  during  the  writing  of  the 
document,  ‘‘Baptism,  Eucharist,  and 
Ministry.”  The  document  was  prepared 
by  delegates  from  Pentecostal, 
Orthodox,  Adventist,  Catholic,  Anglican, 
Baptist,  and  other  Protestant 
denominations.  The  document  is  an 
effort  to  express  our  common  apostolic 
faith.  It  is  presently  being  studied  by 
over  three  hundred  denominations 
throughout  the  world. 

Bishop  Stanley  J.  Ott  of  the  Diocese  of 
Baton  Rouge  and  Chairman  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  Faith 
and  Order  Commission  will  introduce  Dr. 
Kinnamon.  Dr.  Kinnamon  will  speak  on 
the  afternoon  and  evening  of  September 
17.  The  business  session  of  the  Board  of 


Dr.  Michael  Kinnamon 
Directors  will  be  held  Tuesday  morning, 
September  18.  The  Board  of  Directors  is 
composed  of  the  Judicatory  heads  of  the 
21  groups  that  are  members  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Interchurch  Conference. 

Dr.  James  L.  Stovall  is  the  Executive 
Director  of  The  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference. 


‘How  To  Be  A  Success’  Theme 
of  Bishop’s  First  La.  Sermon 


Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood,  above,  is  shown  speaking  from  the  pulpit  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Baton  Rouge.  September  2.  The  first  sermon  of  the 
Bishop’s,  as  the  episcopal  leader  of  Louisiana  Methodism,  was  centered  on  I 
Corinthians  13  and  the  theme.  "How  To  Be  A  Success."  He  also  announced  that  First 
United  Methodist  Church  would  be  the  Cathedral  Church  of  the  Louisiana  Area,  from 
which  the  bishop  would  address  social  issues  on  occasion  rather  than  merely  holding  a 
press  conference. 

CEU  Credits  Available  At  Tulane 


Clergy  in  the  greater  New  Orleans 
area  and  beyond  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  study  a  good  book 
and  earn  continuing  education 
credit  while  having  lunch.  Dr.  David 
Trickett  will  conduct  sessions 
discussing  issues  found  in  Avery 
Dulles’s  recent  book,  Models  of 
Revelation,  for  a  noontime  study 


group  that  will  meet  at  the  Tulane 
Center  (7102  Freret,  New  Orleans). 
This  series  will  begin  Tuesday, 
October  9.  Lunches  are  to  be 
brought  and  coffee  will  be  provided. 
Sessions  will  be  over  by  1:15  p.m. 
weekly.  For  further  information, 
contact  David  Trickett  at  Tulane,  or 
telephone  him  at  504-866-8681. 


Keep  Them,”  "Pastors’  Commitment: 
Essential,”  “Class  Officers  Make  Things 
Happen,”  "Resources  Make  a 
Difference,”  "Publicity:  Building 
Excitement  and  Interest,”  "Grow  By 
Beginning,”  “There’s  Always  Room  for 
One  More,”  and  "Involve  the  Whole 
Congregation.” 

Registration  will  begin  at  9  a.m.  and 
the  seminar  will  end  by  4:30  p.m.  A  $20 
per  person  registration  fee,  or  $15  per 
person  when  three  or  more  people  from 
the  same  church  attend,  will  be  charged. 
Participants  will  be  on  their  own  for 
lunch  or  bring  a  sack  lunch  to  the 
church;  beverages  will  be  provided. 

To  register  or  for  more  information, 
contact:  Seminar  Registration, 

Cokesbury  Service  Center,  P.O.  Box  801, 
Nashville,  TN  37202,  615/749-6113,  or  call 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  office  at  504/346-1646. 


Reaching^  ^  Sharing 
Teaching  Caring 

Sunday  School  Extension 


Methodist  Conference  “Depicted 
In  Bicentennial  Vignette 

„Jhe,th‘rd,  Bicentennial  Vignette,  presented  at  University  United  Methodist 
Church  Baton  Rouge,  was  written  by  Lawrence  A.  Edwards  of  University  UMC 
and  portrayed  the  Conference  of  1789.  In  this  presentation,  the  Conference 
pakfd  Pr  f°r w6 .Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to  present  greetings  to 
hJfn  df  III George  Wnsh'ngtai,  recently  selected  by  the  Continental  Congris  as 
head  of  the  new  nation. 

Cast  members  (left  to  right):  Robert  Blackledge,  Robert  Fahey,  Karl  Butts 
and  Glen  Morris.  Rev.  Margaret  Lilly  served  as  director,  Lawrence  and  Gwen 
Edwards  as  producer. 

%  Vignette  was  the  third  in  a  series  of  eight  planned  for  the  church's 

Bicentennial  celebration.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Harvey  are  co-chairs  of  the  » 
|  Bicentennial  Committee.  p 
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Rainbow  To  ‘Blitz’ 
Lake  Charles 


“The  Rainbow  Blitz,”  an  intensive 
day-and-a-half  professional  workshop  for 
youth  leaders,  will  be  held  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles 
October  12-13. 

The  event,  led  by  Dr.  J.  David  Stone,  a 
nationally  known  youth  leader,  will  be 
ecumenical  in  scope  and  supplies 
continuing  Education  Units.  The  cost  is 
$69.00,  including  training  materials. 

Reservations  may  be  made  by  contact¬ 
ing  First  United  Methodist  Church,  812 
Kirkman  Street,  Lake  Charles,  La.  70601 
Phone  —  318/436-6656. 


Cl  he  Cajon  Home 
'Board  Oj  3  rustees 
Cordially  Inrites  }jou  3 o 
Attend  3 he  Consecration  Serrice 
Sunday,  September  16,  4:00  p.m. 
4021  Cadillac  St.,  New  Orleans 


Video  Workshops 
Postponed  Until  Later 

The  two  video  workshops,  scheduled 
for  September  15,  at  Trinity  UM,  Ruston 
and  September  22  at  United  Methodist 
Area  Offices,  Baton  Rouge,  have  been 
postponed  until  after  the  first  of  the  year. 
Announcements  pertaining  to  time  and 
place  will  be  forthcoming. 


October  6 

October  6 
October  6 

October  7 

October  7 

October  7 

October  14 

October  14 

October  14 


1984  United  Methodist  Womens’ 
District  Annual  Meeting 

I  al/Q  nl  An  n  ,  nl  T — ,  *  a  .  ■  _  _ 


at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 


Lake  Charles  District 
DeRidder 

Monroe  District  at  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  Bastrop 
New  Orleans-Slidell  District  at  Elizabeth  Sullivan  United  Meth- 
odist  Church,  Bogalusa 

Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District  at  Blackwater  United  Method- 
ist  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District  at  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge 

Ruston  District  at  Brushwood  United  Methodist  Church, 
Brushwood 

Alexandria  District  at  David  Haas  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  Bunkie 

New  Orleans-Houma  District  at  Golden  Meadow  United  Method- 
ist  Church,  Golden  Meadow 

Shreveport  District  at  Summergrove  United  Methodist  Church 
Shreveport 


Christian  Education  Sunday 

September  16 
Christian  Education  Week 
September  16-23 


CFA  has  approved  an  offering  for 
Conference  Christian  Education  Activities 
to  be  received  September  16 
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Trinity  Ruston  UMC  Hosts  Oct.  6  Sunday 
School  Growth  And  Renewal  Workshop 


International  Lesson  Series 


Do  ‘Good’  People  Sin? 


By  ALBERT  TRICKETT 

Romans  2:1, 17-24;  3:9-23, 19-20 

In  order  to  properly  consider  the 
question,  “Do  good  people  sin?,”  we 
must  agree  on  a  definition  of  “sin”  and. 
perhaps,  of  “good,  " 

Briefly,  let  us  consider  sin  to  be 
thinking  or  acting  contrary  to  the  will  of 
God.  And,  "good"  is  that  self-righteous 
attitude  some  people  have  when  they 
think  they  “have  it  made”  with  God.  It’s 
this  type  of  “good”  person  who  is  found 
guilty  of  judgment  as  they  relate  to 
others  whom  they  consider  not  quite  so 
“good.” 

In  chapter  1  of  Paul's  letter  to  the 
Romans  we  read  about  the  sin  of  the 
Gentiles  and  God’s  wrath  toward  them. 
Now,  in  chapters  2  and  3,  we  find  Paul 
writing  about  God’s  wrath  against  the 
Jews.  In  other  words,  the  Gentiles  are 
living  evil  lives  but  so  are  the  Jews!  And 
Jews  must  be  judged  by  the  same 
standard  as  the  Gentiles. 

The  Jews  felt  that  they  were  special 
people.  God  had  chosen  them,  they  said, 
not  only  for  responsibility  but  for 
privilege.  They  were  advantaged  people, 
their  advantages  making  them  feel 
superior.  Paul  lists  these  advantages  in 
our  scripture  for  today. 

First,  Paul  said,  the  Jews  were  guides 
to  the  blind  (they  never  understood  that 
the  guides  could  be  blind  themselves.) 
They  were  a  light  to  those  in  darkness, 
correctors  of  the  foolish  —  discipli¬ 
narians,  if  you  will.  They  were  teachers 
of  children.  These  advantages  gave  them 
special  position  with  reference  to  God. 
But  their  advantages  were  not  utilized 
according  to  God’s  will.  There  were 
many  inconsistencies  and  moral  failures 
in  Judaism. 

Five  questions  (verses  21-23)  lift  up 
these  inconsistencies  existing  primarily 
between  profession  and  actual  practice. 
Certainly,  Paul  says,  one  must  know  the 
truth  to  teach  it.  “You  then  who  teach 
others,  will  you  not  teach  yourselves?” 
Then  three  quick  questions  dealing  with 
practicing  what  one  preaches  —  “While 
you  preach  against  stealing,  do  you 
steal?”  “You  who  say  that  one  must  not 


commit  adultery,  do  you  commit 
adultery?”  “You  who  abhor  idols,  do  you 
rob  temples?”  And  one  dealing  with  the 
observance  of  the  law,  "You  who  boast  in 
the  law,  do  you  dishonor  God  by  breaking 
the  Law?" 

In  the  third  chapter  of  this  letter,  Paul 
concludes  that  the  Jews,  though  they 
consider  themselves  superior  to  the 
Gentiles,  are  certainly  no  better  off  than 
the  Gentiles.  Jew  and  Gentile  alike  are 
guilty  before  God  and  under  the  power  of 
sin.  "None  is  righteous  ...  all  have 
turned  aside  ...  no  one  does  good,  not 
even  one  " 

So,  if  the  Jews  are  just  as  guilty  as  the 
Gentiles  what  advantage  is  the  Law  to 
them?  Paul  writes,  "...  through  the  law 
comes  knowledge  of  sin.”  In  other  words, 
the  Law  cannot  save  but  the  Law  can 
make  man  aware  of  the  presence  and 
nature  of  sin.  Since  all  persons  are  guilty 
of  sinning,  all  persons  need  to  be  aware 
of  their  shortcomings,  admit  them, 
repent  and  turn  to  Christ  who  alone 
offers  salvation. 

There  are  several  major  points  in  these 
verses  of  scripture.  Obviously,  a  point  is 
made  that  sin  is  common  to  all  nations 
and  all  peoples.  Nobody  is  perfect  for  the 
entire  human  race  is  a  sinning  race. 
‘‘Both  Jews  and  Greeks  are  under  the 
power  of  sin.”  It’s  almost  as  if  sin  is 
personified  as  some  tremendous  power 
or  force  for  evil.  All  are  tempted  by  and 
subject  to  sin.  Therefore,  no  one  has  the 
right  to  judge  someone  else  as  a  sinner. 
Obedience  to  the  letter  of  the  Law  (Old 
Testament  rules  and  regulations)  does 
not  excuse  one  from  disobedience  to  the 
purpose  of  and  motive  behind  the  law  of 
love.  And  strict  adherence  to  the  Law 
would  not  guarantee  salvation. 

In  the  last  verse  of  our  scripture 
selections,  Paul  speaks  of  justification 
and  leads  us  to  the  final  thought  that, 
though  man  may  try  to  earn  or  deserve 
salvation,  salvation  is  offered  only 
through  God’s  grace.  No  one  can  brag  of 
his  or  her  achievements  before  God.  All 
one  can  do  is  be  grateful  for  His  mercy. 
His  love  and  His  saving  grace  so  freely 
offered  even  to  us  sinners. 


The  David  Haas  youth  who  worked  at  Shiprock  are  shown  above.  Bottom  row  left  to 
right:  Dana  Fogleman,  Ken  Breaux.  Todd  Fruge,  Stephen  Wheelis  —  Youth  Director. 
Ginger  Hines.  Vallery  Taylor  and  Bryan  Dufour.  Top  Row  left  to  right:  Kevin  Fruge! 
David  Taylor.  Tara  Earles,  Jane  Britton.  Brian  Britton.  Steve  Pierce  and  Sandv 
Rougeou. 

Bunkie  Youth  Return 
From  Mission  Trip 


The  Sr.  High  United  Methodist  Youth 
Foundation  (UMYF)  at  David  Haas 
Memorial  UMC  returned  from  their  2 
week  mission  trip  on  August  3,  1984. 
There  were  11  youth  and  2  counselors 
who  participated  in  the  trip,  under  the 
direction  of  Steve  Wheelis,  Summer 
Youth  Director  at  David  Haas  Memorial. 
The  group  of  14  traveled  from  Bunkie, 
La.  to  Shiprock,  New  Mexico  and  the 
Four  Corner’s  native  American  Mission. 
The  group  stayed  at  the  Mission  from 
July  21-27. 

While  at  the  Mission,  the  group  worked 
on  the  home  for  abused  women  and 
battered  children  being  constructed  at 
the  mission.  The  home  will  provide 
shelter  for  Navajo  women  and  children 
who  have  nowhere  else  to  turn. 

The  work  performed  included  puttying 
up,  floating  out,  and  finishing  sheetrock; 


mixing  and  pouring  concrete;  putting  up 
insulation;  and  preparing  walls  for 
plaster.  Everyone  in  the  group  worked 
hard  and  made  much  progress. 

After  working  at  the  project  for  a 
week,  the  group  took  a  tour  of  the  scenic 
spots  in  Colorado,  including  the  Durango- 
Silverton  Railroad,  Mesa  Verde,  the 
Black  Canyon,  and  Rocky  Mountain 
National  Park. 

The  trip  was  a  big  success  and  added 
another  group  to  the  list  of  churches  in 
our  Conference  which  support  the  Four 
Corner  Mission.  Other  churches 
participating  in  this  project  include  those 
from  Opelousas,  Oak  Grove,  and  Asbury 
in  West  Monroe.  The  David  Haas  Church 
is  proud  to  have  its  Sr.  High  UMYF 
represent  our  Conference  in  such  a 
worthwhile  project. 
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How  healthy  is  your  family? 


The  Reporter  recently  received  a  re¬ 
view  copy  of  a  book  entitled  "Traits  of  a 
Healthy  Family”  by  Dolores  Curran.  Al¬ 
though  it  won  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church’s  Christopher  Award  for  1983,  the 
book  is  not  likely  to  be  assigned  to  one  of 
our  reviewers.  It  is  neither  directly 
church-related  nor  written  from  an  explic¬ 
itly  Christian  perspective,  and  a  book  nor¬ 
mally  must  satisfy  at  least  one  of  those 
criteria  to  be  reviewed  in  these  pages. 

"Traits  of  a  Healthy  Family"  deals 
constructively,  however,  with  a  subject 
that  should  be  of  great  concern  to  Chris¬ 
tians  —  our  families  and  how  to 
strengthen  them.  For  that  reason  alone 
the  book  deserves  a  better  fate  than  to 
end  up  on  a  shelf  of  review-book  "re¬ 
jects."  We  found  in  Ms.  Curran’s  book  an 
uncommon  amount  of  wisdom  and  prac¬ 
tical  information  about  what  makes  a 
family  strong. 

Specifically,  the  book’s  list  of  15  family 
traits  —  distilled  from  extensive  re¬ 
search  and  observations  of  "healthy 
families"  —  provides  both  a  self-test  and 
practical  guidance  for  families  seeking 
to  "do  better."  Based  on  Ms.  Curran's  re¬ 
search,  a  "healthy  family" : 

•  communicates  and  listens. 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new'  readers  about  700  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  First  UMC  in  Kerrville.  Texas 
(Southwest  Texas  Annual  Conference), 
and  600  member-families  of  Williams 
Memorial  UMC  in  Texarkana.  Texas 
(Texas  Annual  Conference ) . 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
the  more  than  350  local  churches  across 
the  United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  Reporter.  These  editions 
combine  local-church,  annual-confer¬ 
ence  and  general-religious  news  and 
opinion  into  one  newspaper  that  goes  di¬ 
rectly  to  the  homes  of  the  church’s 
members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Kerrville  and 
Texarkana,  we  say,  "Welcome  "  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  new'  church  news¬ 
paper  interesting  and  informative.  We 
hope  you  will  join  with  other  readers  in 
providing  feedback  through  such 
columns  as  "Letters  to  the  Editor." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again.  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter." 

Letters  to  Editor 


affirms  and  supports  each  family 
member. 

•  teaches  respect  for  others. 

•  develops  a  sense  of  trust. 

•  has  a  sense  of  play  and  humor. 

•  shares  responsibility. 

•  teaches  a  sense  of  right  and  wrong. 

•  attaches  importance  to  family  rituals 
and  traditions. 

•  has  balanced  interaction  among  fam¬ 
ily  members. 

•  has  a  shared  religious  core. 

•  respects  the  privacy  of  each  member. 

•  values  service  to  others. 

•  promotes  family  meal  time  conver¬ 
sation. 

•  shares  leisure  time. 

•  seeks  help  with  problems. 

We  do  not  believe  in  either  salvation  by 
books  or  by  lists  —  not  even  one  as  com¬ 
prehensive  and  on-target  as  Ms.  Cur¬ 
ran’s  appears  to  be.  Knowing  the  traits  of 
a  healthy  family  will  not,  by  itself,  create 
one.  For  that  to  occur,  family  members 
must  recognize  and  commit  themselves 
to  a  never-ending  process  of  personal 
growth  and  building  one  another  up. 

In  most  cases  that  recognition  and 
commitment  is  best  accomplished  apart 
from  an  immediate  or  identifiable  family 
problem.  Hence,  one  of  the  most  critical 
traits  of  a  "healthy  family,”  and  one  . 
missing  from  Ms.  Curran’s  list,  is  a  deep¬ 
ly-rooted  tradition  among  Christians:  a 
w  illingness  by  family  members  to  prac¬ 
tice  confession  and  forgiveness.  That  in¬ 
cludes  the  admission  that  each  of  us  falls 
short  of  what  God  intends  for  our  lives, 
both  as  individuals  and  in  our  relation¬ 
ship  with  one  another.  Without  such  an 
admission,  it  is  readily  possible  for  us  to 
look  at  a  list  of  "traits,"  decide  we  mea¬ 
sure  up  fairly  well  and  continue  on  our 
way  —  untouched,  unchanged  and  un¬ 
helped. 

With  that  disclaimer  and  addition,  we 
commend  Ms.  Curran’s  list  of  traits  as  a 
place  to  begin  conversation  among  fam¬ 
ily  members  about  how  "healthy"  you 
believe  your  family  to  be.  If  your  Sunday 
School  class  is  looking  for  a  subject 
worthy  of  several  weeks  of  discussion, 
why  not  focus  on  one  of  these  traits  each 
week  in  light  of  such  New  Testament 
teachings  regarding  family  relationships 
as  Ephesians  5  and  6? 

Discussing  Dolores  Curran’s  list  of 
"healthy  family  traits”  won’t  automati¬ 
cally  improve  our  family  relationships. 
But  it  can  provide  a  way  to  begin  identi¬ 
fying  needed  improvements  and  with 
God’s  help,  making  them. 
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6 Voice  of  conscience’  calls  for  a  spirit 
of  redemption  toward  former  UM  bishop 


By  DONALD  E.  MESSER 
When  it  was  announced  some  time  ago 
that  former  United  Methodist  Bishop  A 
James  Armstrong  had  "surrendered" 
his  ministerial  credentials,  it  was  but  an¬ 
other  example  of  how  often  the  church  is 
the  only  army  that  shoots  its  wounded 
soldiers. 

At  a  time  when  Dr.  Armstrong  contin¬ 
ues  to  experience  personal  stress  and 
struggle,  one  cannot  help  but  wonder 
why  the  church  was  ready  to  accept  at 
face  value  the  claim  that  he  "requested" 


that  his  credentials  be  accepted.  Cannot 
the  church  truly  be  Christ’s  redemptive 
body  so  that  when  our  troops,  both  clergy 
and  laity,  experience  "brokenness, ’’  they 
can  be  supportively  sustained  through 
crisis? 

I  wish  it  were  possible  for  all  United 
Methodists  to  speak  a  word  of  redemp¬ 
tion  to  Jim:  We  want  you  to  remain 
within  the  clergy  covenant  of  our  de¬ 
nomination.  Whatever  your  flaws  and 
failures,  we  want  and  need  you  in  our  fel¬ 
lowship.  Despite  what  some  may  think, 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Use  ‘healthy  family  traits’ 
list  —  but  at  your  own  risk 


ST 

Stephen  Swecker 


After  reading  Dolores  Curran’s  list  of 
15  traits  of  a  "healthy  family,"  I  felt 
pretty  good  about  my  own  (see  related 
editorial  on  this  page).  The  Sweckers 
aren’t  perfect,  I  thought,  but  we  do  O.K. 
considering  that  the  four  of  us  include 
two  teenagers  with  stereos. 

In  that  self-con¬ 
gratulatory  mood  I 
took  the  list  home 
with  the  confident  ex¬ 
pectation  that  read¬ 
ing  it  would  make 
other  members  of 
my  family  feel  as 
good  as  I  did  about 
our  clan. 

Silly  me. 

Our  daughter,  who  is  14  and  chafing  at 
such  parent-imposed  curses  as  restric¬ 
tions  on  dating  and  nighttime  curfews, 
was  the  first  to  break  my  bubble. 

"What’s  this  business  about  ’develops 
a  sense  of  trust’?  Some  of  us  around  here 
don’t  seem  to  be  trusted,  if  you  know 
what  I  mean,  and  I  think  you  do." 

I  tried  for  the  723rd  time  to  explain  that 
curfews  do  not  imply  that  her  mother  and 
I  do  not  trust  her  but  that  we  are  merely 
trying  to  set  limits  appropriate  to  her 
age.  She  listened,  but  I  don’t  think  she 
trusted  my  explanation. 

Crushed  but  not  defeated,  I  took  the  list 
to  my  son,  age  13.  We  moved  along  fine 
until  trait  number  12:  "respects  the  pri¬ 
vacy  of  each  member."  His  sister,  it 
seems,  regularly  borrows  his  stereo 


headphones  without  asking  permission. 

"No  privacy  where  I  live,"  he  said. 
"Even  the  cat  (1  forgot  to  mention  the 
cat)  barges  into  my  room  and  sleeps  with 
me  at  night,"  he  continued.  I  left  as  the 
list  —  his  list  of  complaints  —  was 
growing. 

I  sought  out  my  wife  for  solace  and  con¬ 
firmation  that  I  wasn’t  totally  wrong  in 
my  original  assessment  of  our  family’s 
good  health. 

"The  healthy  family  shares  responsi¬ 
bility,”  she  read  with  disturbing  solem¬ 
nity.  "Does  that  mean  things  like  clean¬ 
ing  the  house,  taking  out  the  cat  box, 
stuff  like  that?"  she  asked.  I  feared 
where  this  question  was  leading. 

"Yes,"  I  replied. 

"Then  we’re  sick." 

"Somewhat  later  I  recalled  the  words 
of  Proverbs:  "Pride  goeth  before  de¬ 
struction,  and  an  haughty  spirit  before  a 
fall."  I  still  felt  good  about  my  family. 
But  I  realized  I  probably  was  guilty  of 
making  far  too  many  assumptions  and 
doing  far  too  little  communicating  and 
listening  with  respect  to  their  feelings. 
No  family  can  be  truly  healthy  with  a 
member  like  that  on  the  loose. 

Try  using  the  list  of  "healthy  family 
traits"  with  members  of  your  family. 
You  might  be  surprised  at  what  you 
learn.  Just  a  word  of  caution,  though: 
Don’t  draw  any  conclusions  until  every¬ 
one  —  including  the  cat  —  has  been  heard 
from. 

-STEPHEN SWECKER 


‘Hillbillies’  set  example  for  sacrificial  giving 


To  the  Editor: 

When  teased  as  a  "hillbilly"  by  those 
who  learned  of  my  Kentucky  origins.  1 
was  always  quick  to  point  out  that  I  was 
born  in  Western  Kentucky,  not  Appa¬ 
lachia.  But  having  read  UMR’s  August  24 
article  on  conference  per-capita  dona¬ 
tions,  I  was  jealous,  not  ashamed  of  my 
Southeastern  Kentucky  "hillbilly" 
brothers  and  sisters. 

To  think  that  the  smallest  conference 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church,  the  Red 
Bird  Missionary  Conference,  ranked 
third  in  terms  of  per-capita  giving  speaks 
well  of  its  members.  Truly  those  "hill¬ 
billies”  by  their  embodiments  of  the  par¬ 
able  of  the  widow’s  offering  (Mark  12:41- 
44;  Luke  21:1-4)  challenge  us  all  to  give 
more  than  what  we  have  to  spare. 

Susan  Stewart  Dickerson 
Maysville,  Oklahoma 

Cutting  ‘dead  wood’  shows 
true  donation  level 

To  the  Editor: 

As  treasurer  of  our  tiny  coastal  Maine 
church,  I  was  most  interested  to  read  of 
the  comparative  giving  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  viz-a-viz  other  Protestant  denomi¬ 
nations  in  the  issue  received  today  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  24). 
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Based  on  the  recorded  number  of 
members  of  our  church,  compared  to  ac¬ 
tual  attenders  and  contributors,  more 
than  half  of  our  so-called  "membership" 
is  fictitious!  We  have  97  recorded  mem¬ 
bers  but  only  44  contributors  and  at¬ 
tenders. 

Is  our  church  so  all-fired  anxious  to  pro¬ 
claim  big  numbers  that  we  fail  to  temper 
those  numbers  with  the  REAL  numbers  — 
those  who  actually  support  the  church  — 
those  who  help  to  pay  the  bills? 

Yet  there  seems  to  be  no  way  —  le¬ 
gally,  within  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
our  overly  organized  church  —  to  remove 
this  "dead  wood”  from  the  membership 
rolls  to  reveal  only  those  who  participate 
in  the  support  of  the  church. 

Perhaps  if  the  "dead  wood"  were  re¬ 
moved  from  the  rolls  of  ALL  of  our 
churches,  we  would  find  that  our  people 
are  every  bit  as  generous  as  the  evangel¬ 
ical  denominations,  if  not  more  so! 

C.  Western  Dash 
Medomak.  Maine 

Reporter  error  prompts 

a  ‘bit  of  foolishness’ 

To  the  Editor: 

May  I  be  the  12,000th  person  to  point 
out  an  apparent  discrepancy  in  the  Per 
Capita  Giving  box  in  your  August  31  is¬ 
sue?  The  box  indicates  that  figures  for  12 
Protestant  denominations  are  listed.  I 
counted  only  11  —  the  "12th"  was  listed 
as  "Average." 

If  you’ll  pardon  a  bit  of  foolishness: 

Being  of  average  height  and  build. 

I  wonder  if  I  would  be  more  fulfilled 

In  that  AVERAGE  DENOMINATION 
last  on  the  list? 

Or  is  there  something  I  must  have 
missed? 

Levity  aside,  it  was  an  eye-opening  ar¬ 
ticle.  Thank  you  for  it  and  all  the  good 
work  you’re  doing.  _  .  _  , 

°  Bob  Soka 

Elfers,  Florida 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  per-capita  giv¬ 
ing  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  America  — 
$238.88  —  was  inadvertently  omitted 
from  the  list.  The  Reporter  regrets  the 
error,  but  appreciates  the  levity  it  in¬ 
spired. 

Western  Jurisdiction  picks 
exceptional  leadership 

To  the  Editor: 

I  write  in  response  to  Roy  Howard 
Beck’s  article  headlined  "Newest  bish¬ 
ops  claim  many  distinctives,  firsts'  " 
(see  UMR,  August  3).  I  feel  qualified  to 
write  from  the  experience  of  a  white 
male  pastor,  for  that  is  what  I  am.  As 
such,  I  am  not  totally  devoid  of  competi¬ 
tiveness  and  ambition.  I  also  am  fairly 
•  sure  that  I  have  been  "affirmative  ac¬ 
tioned"  out  of  at  least  one  professional 
opportunity.  I  can.  therefore,  speak  with 
feeling  and  conviction. 

Corporately  speaking,  one  of  the  things 
we  try  to  teach  our  children  is  to  share 
and  to  take  turns.  If  I  understand  rightly, 
a  major  part  of  our  biblical  calling  is  to 
nurture  and  to  liberate  the  oppressed.  To 
put  these  two  thoughts  together:  It’s  time 
we  adults  learn  to  live  what  we  try  to 
teach  our  children.  It’s  time  we.  the 
churched  Christians,  start  to  take  dcci- 
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sive,  visible  actions  that  say  we  really 
are  serious  about  the  gospel  we  preach. 
In  short,  it’s  time  for  us  in  the  church 
constructively  to  take  turns  and  visibly 
to  share  the  power  so  long  held  —  dare  I 
say  dominated?  —  by  white  males. 

As  a  non-voting  participant  at  the 
Western  Jurisdictional  Conference,  I  can 
speak  with  joy  and  pride  about  being  ac¬ 
tive  witness  to  not  only  what  happened 
but  also  the  way  in  which  it  happened. 

If  one  or  more  of  our  three  new  ethnic 
minority  bishops  should  not  "prove  out,” 

I  would  think  it  to  be  of  small  conse¬ 
quence  in  the  long  run.  God  knows  that 
the  track  record  of  white  male  bishops  is 
one  in  which  not  all  have  gloriously 
"proved  out.”  By  the  criteria  of  life  expe¬ 
riences  and  present  personhood,  we  in 
the  Western  Jurisdiction  chose  truly  ex¬ 
ceptional  people  as  our  new  bishops.  And 
just  maybe  we  sent  out  a  signal  of  new 
hope  to  those  who  have  waited  so  long! 
And  if  we  were  fools,  may  we  stand  con¬ 
victed  of  being  fools  for  Christ. 

James  O.  Burch 
Aloha,  Oregon 

A  message  for  others  in 
recent  episcopal  elections? 

To  the  Editor: 

Roy  Howard  Beck’s  article  headlined 
"Newest  bishops  claim  many  distinc¬ 
tives,  ‘firsts’  ”  was  most  informative 
(UMR,  Aug.  3).  The  data  it  contained, 
gathered  with  the  aid  of  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Mitchell  of  Troy  State  University  in  Ala¬ 
bama,  was  very  revealing. 

Especially  so  was  the  paragraph, 
"Most  divorced  persons  (three),"  which 
pointed  out  that  all  three  bishops  elected 
by  the  Western  Jurisdiction  have  been  di¬ 
vorced  .  .  .  and  then  there  was  added  the 
profound  statement  (in  parenthesis)  that 
"No  divorced  white  man  yet  has  been 
elected  bishop.” 

Is  that  a  warning  for  white  male  candi¬ 
dates  for  the  episcopacy? 

Nettie  Alice  Broaddus  Green 
Louisville,  Kentucky 

Some  sins  too  close 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  disturbed  at  how  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  North  Carolina  so  easily  ration¬ 
alize  producing  a  product  that  damages 
the  health  of  millions  annually  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  17).  The  medical  evidence  is 
overwhelming  yet  they  wave  it  aside  for 


the  ground  at  the  foot  of  the  cross  is  level. 
We  are  all  sinners  in  need  of  God’s  grace. 

Jim  Armstrong  is  a  casualty  of  a  philo¬ 
sophy  that  has  too  often  placed  service  to 
the  organizational  church  as  a  sole  pri¬ 
ority  to  the  detriment  of  responsible 
stewardship  of  self  and  family.  Extraor¬ 
dinarily  gifted,  he  has  poured  his  life  and 
soul  into  the  life  and  work  of  United 
Methodism. 

How  quickly  do  we  forget?  This  man 
fought  consistently  during  the  past  30- 
plus  years  the  hardest  battles  for  social 
justice,  equality  and  peace  with  justice, 
both  in  church  and  in  the  public  arena. 
This  man  dared  to  speak  when  other 
church  leaders  were  silent.  This  man 
labored  night  and  day  to  avoid  bloodshed 
at  Wounded  Knee.  This  man  as  bishop  for 
15  years  was  always  first  a  pastor, 
sharing  mercy  and  compassion  in  an  infi¬ 
nite  number  of  cases  when  people  came 
to  him  in  great  need. 

The  ministerial  credentials  of  Jim 
Armstrong  should  be  returned.  In  a  court 
of  law  and  in  humane  institutions,  the 
submission  of  those  credentials  would 
probably  not  be  viewed  as  a  voluntary 
action  but  would  be  understood  as  in¬ 
valid,  occurring  in  the  context  of  extreme 
stress.  From  the  very  beginning  of  this 
crisis,  and  despite  his  physical  and  emo¬ 
tional  exhaustion,  he  was  pushed  to  make 
decisions  of  far-reaching  consequences. 

Credentials  should  be  returned 

Jim  Armstrong  may  not  protest,  but 
that  doesn’t  mean  that  the  rest  of  us 
cannot  speak  out  in  the  interest  of  a  more 
caring  and  compassionate  church. 

In  this  our  bicentennial  year.  United 
Methodism  needs  to  reappropriate  the 
message  of  mercy  that  marked  the  min¬ 
istry  of  John  Wesley.  While  every  anal¬ 
ogy  is  imperfect,  it  is  well  to  remember 
that  when  one  of  Wesley’s  preachers, 
William  Shent,  "had  fallen  into  sin  and 
had  been  forsaken  by  the  Methodists," 
Wesley  wrote  to  the  Society  at  Keighley 
(January  11,  1779)  asking  some  poignant 
questions: 

"Who  was  the  occasion  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  preachers  first  setting  foot  in  Leeds? 
William  Shent. 

"Who  was  it  that  invited  me  and  re¬ 
ceived  me  when  I  came?  William  Shent. 

"Who  was  it  that  stood  by  me  while  I 
preached  in  the  street  with  stones  flying 
on  every  side?  William  Shent. 

"Who  was  it  bore  the  storm  of  persecu¬ 
tion  for  the  whole  town  and  stemmed  it  at 
the  peril  of  his  life?  William  Shent. 

"Whose  word  did  God  bless  for  many 
years  in  an  eminent  manner?  William 
Shent. 

"Who  is  he  that  is  now  ready  to  be 
broken  up  and  turned  into  the  street? 
William  Shent." 

Then,  Wesley,  in  language  that  bears 
repeating  in  the  current  circumstance, 
challenged  the  conscience  of  the  early 
Methodists.  He  wrote: 

"And  does  nobody  care  for  this?  Wil¬ 
liam  Shent  fell  into  sin  and  was  publicly 
expelled  (sic)  the  Society;  but  must  he 
also  be  stoned?  Must  he  with  his  grey 
hairs  and  all  his  children  be  without  a 
place  to  lay  his  head?  Can  you  suffer 
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this?  O  tell  it  not  in  Gath?  Where  is  grati¬ 
tude?  Where  is  compassion?  Where  is 
Christianity?  Where  is  humanity?  Where 
is  concern  for  the  cause  of  God?  Who  is  a 
wise  man  among  you?  Who  is  concerned 
for  the  Gospel?  Who  has  put  on  bowels  of 
mercy?  Let  him  rise  and  exert  himself  in 
this  matter.  You  here,  all  arise  as  one 
man  and  roll  away  the  reproach.  Let  us 
set  him  on  his  feet  once  more.  It  may 
save  both  him  and  his  family.  But  what 
we  do,  let  it  be  done  quickly.  I  am,  dear 
brethren 

Your  affectionate  brother, 

John  Wesley" 

Literally  thousands  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  have  benefited  from  the  ministry  of 
Jim  Armstrong.  Now  is  the  time  to  lift 
the  voice  of  conscience  on  his  behalf.  In 
the  words  of  Wesley,  "Let  us  set  him  on 
his  feet  once  more.  It  may  save  both  him 
and  his  family.”  Let  us  pray  that  his  cre¬ 
dentials  will  be  returned  and  his  status  as 
a  United  Methodist  minister  be  reaf; 
firmed!  Let  us  publicly  say  to  him  and  to 
Phyllis  and  to  his  family  that,  regardless 
of  whatever  decisions  eventually 
emerge,  we  love  them  unconditionally! 
Let  us  believe  that  God  still  has  an  im¬ 
portant  life-giving  and  soul-healing  min¬ 
istry  for  our  brother  in  Christ! 

‘Good  standing’  declared 

When  the  South  Indiana  Conference  re¬ 
cently  voted  to  confirm  (under  provi¬ 
sions  of  Paragraph  448.6  of  The  Book  of 
Discipline)  Dr.  Armstrong’s  withdrawal 
from  United  Methodism  to  join  another 
denomination,  ecumenically  it  indirectly 
declared  Armstrong’s  "good  standing" 
(under  provisions  of  Paragraph  448.3). 
But  why  should  we  insist  he  join  another 
denomination  when  certain  other  confer¬ 
ences  within  United  Methodism  surely 
would  welcome  him  into  their  fellow¬ 
ship?  Since  the  South  Indiana  Conference 
has  already  confirmed  its  willingness  to 
see  Dr.  Armstrong  enter  another  denom¬ 
ination,  surely  sound  ecumenical  the¬ 
ology  and  practice  would  dictate  that  a 
transfer  within  our  own  d^nomination  be 
approved,  should  sucli  a  request'  be 
received. 

Let  us  pray  that  those  with  influence 
and  power  will  be  sensitized  to  this  Wes¬ 
leyan  call  for  compassion.  Let  us  beware 
of  believing  that  a  person  deserves  only 
the  grace  one  earns.  Instead  let  us  pray 
that  United  Methodism  can  be  a  redemp¬ 
tive  church,  so  that  James  Armstrong 
can  hear  anew  God’s  word  of  love  and 
once  again  become  Christ's  "wounded 
healer"  among  us. 


the  sake  of  crass  economics.  But,  as  I 
marvel  at  their  myopia,  I  wonder  what 
sins  I  excuse  in  my  life  because  they 
have  become  too  close  and  easy  to  live 
with? 

Scott  McMurray 
Donovan,  Illinois 

Deterrence  stand  misses 
point  about  arms  race 

To  the  Editor: 

Two  opinions  printed  in  the  Reporter’s 
August  3  issue  under  "Here  I  Stand"  pro¬ 
vide  a  clear  example  of  people  not  talk¬ 
ing  to  each  other.  Mr.  Keaton  pretends 
not  to  know  that  "deterrence”  is  not  the 
question.  The  question  is:  “Can  we  have 
diplomatic  relations  with  the  Russians  to 
reduce  nuclear  arms?  ’’ 

As  a  churchman  he  should  remember 
when  President  Reagan  preached  "Hate 
the  Russians"  to  a  significant  group  of 
evangelical  Christians  in  Orlando,  Flor¬ 
ida.  Some  95  percent  of  the  members  in 
my  local  church  have  been  brainwashed 
by  Mr.  Reagan’s  "deterrence." 

I  have  been  taught  that  to  have  an  opin¬ 
ion  and  to  express  it  one  must  be  diligent 
in  getting  as  many  facts  as  possible.  I 
feel  Mr.  Keaton  and  the  Reporter  are  re¬ 
miss  in  their  responsibility  to  the 

readers.  ~ 

Charles  I.  Turner 
Long  Boat  Key,  Florida 

Christ’s  example  shows 
best  way  to  achieve  peace 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  Paul  W.  Keaton’s  "Here 
I  Stand"  expressing  the  view  that  nu¬ 
clear  deterrence  protects  freedom,  I 
agree  with  his  statements  that  "human 
dignity  is  more  important  than  life 
itself"  and  "that  some  things  are  worth 
dying  for"  (see  UMR,  Aug.  3).  Certainly 
Christ  did  believe  that.  But  Christ  never 
said  that  anything  was  ever  worth  killing 
for!  And  killing  is  what  nuclear  (and 
other )  weapons  do  best ! 

Furthermore,  Jesus  did  "pre-emp¬ 
tively  surrender"  to  a  totalitarian  re¬ 
gime  so  that  He  could  show  the  full  force 
of  Love  to  the  world.  Even  as  He  was  sur¬ 
rendering  He  said,  "For  all  who  take  the 
sword  will  perish  by  the  sword."  Jesus’ 
"pre-emptive  surrender"  is  central  to 
the  gospel.  GeorgeW  Dean 

Grass  Valley,  California 


My  Witness 

Acts  of  love  and  compassion 
bring  home  reality  of  God 


By  ROSARIO  GOMEZ 

God’s  presence  has  always  been  very 
real  to  me.  Never  has  it  been  more  so 
than  this  past  year. 

As  far  back  as  I  can  remember,  the 
church  has  been  an  important  part  of  my 
life.  Our  social  life  revolved  around 
church  programs  and  activities. 

As  I  grew  older,  I  became  even  more 
involved  in  our  small  neighborhood 
church’s  activities.  It  was  there  that  I 
met  my  future  husband,  a  seminary  stu¬ 
dent  We  married,  accepted  our  first 
church  assignment  and  began  the  chal¬ 
lenging  and  satisfying  life  of  the  United 
Methodist  ministry. 

We  were  blessed  with  three  sons  who 
grew  up,  acquired  excellent  educations 
and  soon  left  home  to  live  their  own  lives. 
God  was  indeed  good  and  merciful  to  us. 
We  had  served  large  and  small  churches. 
My  husband  was  a  respected  minister  in 
our  conference.  We  had  been  married  38 
years  and  had  remained  faithful  to  our 
trust. 

In  March  of  this  year,  our  whole  world 
suddenly  came  apart.  One  morning, 
while  lifting  the  garage  door,  my  hus¬ 
band  felt  intense  pressure  and  pains  in 
his  chest.  He  told  me  about  it,  but  as  is 
his  nature,  he  was  non-committal  about 
it.  Again  he  felt  discomfort  while  lifting  a 
heavy  object.  Still  he  was  not  too  con¬ 
cerned,  and  neither  was  I. 

I  was  due  to  attend  a  workshop  related 
to  my  work,  and  I  went  ahead  with  my 
plans.  I  was  out  of  town  for  three  days. 

Back  home,  as  we  were  driving  to 
work,  my  husband  told  me  he  had  made  a 
doctor's  appointment  because  he  had 
been  feeling  exhausted.  The  doctor  de¬ 
cided  my  husband  needed  a  thorough 
examination  and  asked  him  to  report  to 
the  hospital.  In  less  than  five  days  he  had 
open  heart  surgery. 

I  was  in  shock.  My  husband  had  never 
been  ill,  much  less  in  a  hospital.  Ques¬ 
tions,  fears,  doubts  and  even  guilt  as¬ 
sailed  me.  I  had  to  make  decisions  I  had 
never  made  before.  I  wondered  about 
hospital  and  doctors’  bills.  But  the  worst 
thing  of  all  was  seeing  my  husband  lying 
in  his  bed  so  completely  helpless.  I  felt 
very  much  alone  and  confused,  although 
I  had  relatives  all  around  me. 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Rosario 
Gomez,  is  a  member  of  El  Buen  Pastor 
UMC  in  San  Antonio,  Texas  (Rio  Grande 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P. 
O  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 

During  the  long  hours  I  spent  in  the 
hospital  waiting  room,  I  saw  a  lot  of  suf¬ 
fering  and  frustration  in  others.  I  knew 
they  were  going  through  the  same  situa¬ 
tion  as  I  was.  I  began  to  realize  that  al¬ 
though  in  our  pastoral  duties  we  con¬ 
stantly  ministered  to  people  suffering 
pain,  we  had  not  actually  been  through 
the  valley  of  suffering  ourselves. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  I  received  love 
and  words  of  comfort  from  our  church 
members.  Co-workers  and  countless 
friends  came  and  sat  with  us.  Others 
wrote,  and  some  called  from  far  away 
places.  My  three  sons  and  other  close 
relatives  were  with  me. 

Through  them  God’s  presence  was 
manifested.  God  is  made  real  through 
our  acts  of  love  and  compassion.  He  is  a 
reality  in  my  life.  For  that  I  am  thankful 
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Churches  seek  to  serve  growing  singles  population 


Special  ministry  involves 
three  non-married groups 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  first  in  a 
two-part  series  on  ways  United 
Methodists  are  seeking  to  minister  to 
single  adults,  one  of  the  fastest-growing 
segments  of  the  American  population. 

These  articles  are  based  on  extensive 
telephone  and  personal  interviews  with 
ministers,  singles  ministry  directors  and 
singles  ministry  participants  across  the 
country.  Staff  Writer  Sheron  (  . 
Patterson,  who  wrote  the  articles,  is  a 
leader  in  the  singles  ministry  at  her  local 
church  in  Dallas  even  though  she  is 
recently  married. 

By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

United  Methodism’s  response  to 
millions  of  single  adult  persons  —  di¬ 
vorced,  widowed  or  never  married  —  has 
been  described  as  being  simultaneously 
swift  and  sluggish,  innovative  yet 
cautious. 

Despite  a  dramatic  78  percent  increase 
in  the  single  adult  population  from  10.9 
million  to  19.4  million  between  1970  and 
1982,  for  instance,  the  denomination  has 
no  office  responsible  solely  for  develop¬ 
ing  ministries  for  single  adults.  Ironical¬ 
ly,  during  that  same  12-year  period  the 
denomination  lost  one  million  members. 

Responses  are  varied 

Without  any  strong  denomination-wide 
program  and  left  to  their  own  devices,  in¬ 
dividual  churches  and  annual  confer¬ 
ences  have  responded  to  the  growing 
population  among  single  adults  by  either 
starting,  ignoring  or  postponing  minis¬ 
tries  for  singles. 

Nonetheless,  testimonies  abound  to 
what  a  singles  ministry  can  mean  to  a 
person, 

“Always  something  going  on” 

“When  I  want  to  do  something  and 


there  is  no  one  to  go  with  me,  I  can 
always  go  to  a  single  adult  activity. 
There  is  always  something  going  on  with 
them,”  said  Virginia  Perkins,  a  middle- 
aged  lay  woman  at  Mt.  Tabor  UMC  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Ms.  Perkins’  sense  of  belonging  stems 
from  her  participation  in  the  Christian 
Singles  Fellowship  of  the  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Annual  Conference.  The  fellow¬ 
ship  was  started  15  years  ago  by  five 
members  of  First  UMC  in  Pittsburgh 
who  said  they  felt  like  “fifth  wheels” 
because  they  were  single. 

The  organization  has  developed  into  a 
loosely-knit  Christian  singles  group 
drawing  support  from  10  of  the  annual 
conference’s  churches  and  participation 
from  singles  of  other  denominations.  Its 
year-round  activities  such  as  weekend 
retreats  and  one-day  rallies  attract  as 
many  as  300  Christian  singles  from  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia. 

Single  since  her  husband  “walked  out” 
on  her  and  their  teenage  daughter  nine 
years  ago,  Ms.  Perkins  explained  that 
finding  herself  without  a  spouse  was  an 
emotional  blow  which  produced  anger 
and  depression. 

“I  withdrew  from  everybody  and  tried 
to  stay  inside  my  house  most  of  the 
time,”  she  said.  “Often  my  daughter  and 
I  would  just  sit  and  cry  because  we  didn’t 
know  how  to  handle  our  emotions. 

“Eventually  tensions  built  up  between 
my  daughter  and  me  because  of  all  the 
stress.  She  has  since  married  and  the 
friction  between  us  has  spread  to  her  hus¬ 
band  and  his  family."  She  sobbed,  “I 
don’t  have  anywhere  to  go  on  the  holi¬ 
days.  All  I  have  is  the  singles  group.  " 

Singles  fear  loneliness 

Loneliness  is  one  of  the  greatest  fears 
that  single  adults  face.  Churches  like 
Lovers  Lane  UMC  in  Dallas  are  attempt- 


Singles  ministries  provide  a  sense 
of  belonging  for  single  adults 
through  rap  sessions,  among  other 
activities.  In  such  session  the  sin¬ 
gles  find  acceptance  and  fellowship 
with  their  Christian  peers.  These 
groups  also  function  as  support  sys¬ 
tems  where,  for  example .  young 
singles  like  these  can  freely  discuss 
the  problems  and  triumphs  they 
encounter  as  single  people. 

I'llOTO  COCKTKSY  OK  IX»\  KKSI..WK  l  M< 


ing  to  respond  to  this  need. 

The  Rev.  Dick  Schaefer,  associate 
minister  and  director  of  the  singles 
program,  said,  “The  originators  of  this 
ministry  saw  the  needs  of  single  adults  in 
the  church  and  the  community.  Singles 
do  not  want  to  be  alone;  they  want  to 
meet  other  people  and  to  be  free  to  be 
who  they  are. 

“To  do  this.”  he  explained,  “they  must 
put  God  at  the  center  of  their  lives." 

Launched  in  1967  as  a  Sunday  school 
class  for  singles  in  their  30s,  40s  and  50s, 
the  Lovers  Lane  single  adult  program 
has  2,000  persons  in  five  Sunday  morning 
classes,  such  as  young  singles  in  the 
“Roaring  20s”  class  or  older  singles  in 
the  “Makarioi"  (spiritual  study  >  class. 

“The  purpose  of  the  program  is  to  help 
singles  live  by  Jesus’  ‘Great 
Commandment’  to  love  God,  others  and 
themselves.  Once  they  do  this,  they  can 


Expert  gives  pointers  on  programs 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  Rev.  Dick  Dunn  of  Roswell  United 
Methodist  Church  near  Atlanta  is  a  spe¬ 
cialist  in  singles  ministry.  He  has  served 
as  a  full-time  consultant  to  churches 
starting  singles  ministries  for  the  past 
four  years.. 

He  is  author  of  the  book  “Launching 
Successful  Singles  Ministries.”  which 
has  sold  nearly  2,000  copies.  He  also  has 
written  some  Do’s  and  Don’ts  for  starting 
a  successful  Singles  ministry.  Following 
are  some  suggestions  taken  from  two 
booklets  in  his  Singles  Ministry  Intro¬ 
ductory  Packet  entitled  “8  Common 
Mistakes  in  Starting  a  Singles  Ministry" 
and  “8  Questions  and  Answers  Re¬ 
garding  a  Singles  Ministry.” 

Don’t  attempt  to  start  a  singles  pro¬ 
gram  by  calling  a  meeting  of  all  single 
adults.  Personally  invite  six  to  ten  key 
Singles  to  work  on  a  planning  team.  Ask 
them  to  meet  weekly  for  two  or  three 
months,  deciding  what  the  ministry  will 
be  like.  Let  them  plan  the  first  two 
months’  program.  Then  invite  the  larger 
group  of  singles. 

Do  start  with  a  group  for  singles  of  all 
ages  and  stages.  This  is  the  easiest  to 
start  and  will  have  the  quickest  results. 
Allow  specific  ages  and  stages  groups  to 
form  in  the  future. 

Don’t  plan  too  much  too  soon.  The 
problem  with  overscheduling  is  that  if 
too  much  is  planned,  some  activities  will 
fail  for  lack  of  participation.  To  insure  an 


The  Rev.  Dick  Dunn 


Do  meet  regularly.  “The  best  groups 
that  I  know  meet  every  week  for  a 
program  night  and  have  at  least  one 
social  activity  a  week  as  well.  Monthly 
meetings  do  not  provide  continuity." 

Do  affirm  the  single  status  by  avoiding 
the  dating  game  trap.  Help  singles  feel 
whole  and  good  about  themselves  as 
individuals.  Say  loudly  and  clearly, 
“Here  it’s  OK  to  be  single.” 

Don’t  build  a  single  ministry  around 
|  1  social  activities.  Allow  singles  to  get 
acquainted  on  a  deeper  level  first 
through  structured  programs.  Social 
,  events  can  be  threatening  because 
singles  have  to  meet  others  on  their  own 
rather  than  in  structured  situations, 

More  information  regarding  Mr 
Dunn’s  findings  and  recommendations 
can  be  secured  by  writing  Singles 
Ministry  Resources,  P.O.  Box  1472, 
Roswell,  GA.  30077,  or  phone  (404)  587- 
1691. 

-  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


handle  anything,"  Mr.  Schaefer  said 

The  situation  as  Mr.  Schaefer 
describes  it  rings  true  in  the  life  of 
Dennis  Yount,  a  32-year-old  divorced 
layman  who  has  been  active  at  Lovers 
Lane  for  two  years. 

“I  returned  to  the  church  because 
nothing  else  was  going  right  in  my  life.  I 
faced  inner  turmoil,  I  was  attracting  the 
w rong  type  of  people  and  I  seemed  to  be 
searching  for  something  but  I  didn’t 
know  what  it  was,"  he  explained. 

Invited  by  a  friend  to  a  Sunday 
morning  class  at  Lovers  Lane,  Mr.  Yount 
recalled  that  the  speaker’s  message  was 
“interesting  and  pertinent  to  my  life 
crisis.”  He  joined  the  class  a  few  weeks 
later. 

“My  ex-wife  and  1  never  went  to 
church,”  he  said.  "The  singles  program 
was  the  start  of  a  re-direction  for  me  I 
realized  how  important  church  was  spiri¬ 
tually  and  socially  for  me.  It’s  like  fami¬ 
ly;  there  is  an  environment  of  accep¬ 
tance,  and  in  that  sense  it’s  great  to  be 
home.  I  haven’t  been  so  involved  in 
church  since  my  childhood.” 

The  annual  divorce  rate  soared  150  per¬ 
cent  over  the  last  11  years  from  1.5 
million  to  3.7  million.  Because  of  this, 
"churches  especially  need  to  reach  out  to 
divorced  and.  separated  single  adults," 
advises  the  Rev.  Dick  Dunn,  a  singles 
consultant  and  pastor  at  Roswell  UMC  in 
Roswell,  Ga. 

Divorce  makes  life  difficult 

‘divorced  persons  have  a  particularly 
difficult  time  in  church  life  because  they 
sense  many  negative  reactions  tourard 
divorce  among  members  of  the  congre¬ 
gation,"  Mr.  Dunn  said. 

“A  lot  of  singles  left  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  for  that  reason,”  Mr.  Dunn 
continued.  “Membership  loss  across  the 
church  for  the  past  two  decades  (a  time 
of  rapid  population  growth  among 
singles)  points  out  just  how  many  have 
left  because  they  felt  unwanted. 

“I  should  know,  “he  added.  “I  was  one 
of  them.  I  was  a  divorced  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister  (since  remarried)  and  I  felt 


the  pressures,  too.  I  considered  leaving 
the  church,  but  I  participated  in  a  singles 
ministry  at  another  church  and  I  could 
not  believe  the  warm  feeling  and  support 
I  felt  there. 

“By  working  with  that  group  and  see¬ 
ing  lives  changed  for  the  better,  I  heard 
God’s  call  more  clearly  than  ever.  I  know 
that  staying  in  United  Methodism  and 
helping  other  disenchanted  singles  was 
His  will  for  me." 

Divorced  persons  participate 

The  rising  divorce  rate  is  reflected  in 
the  high  number  of  divorced  persons  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  singles  program  at  St. 
Andrews  UMC  in  Denver. 

The  four-year  old  singles  group  fea¬ 
tures  a  12-week  divorce  adjustment 
workshop,  said  the  Rev.  Russell  Brown, 
senior  minister.  “This  workshop  helps  di¬ 
vorced  persons  come  to  grips  with  their 
situations,”  he  said.  “After  completing 
the  workshop  they  move  into  the  total 
singles  group. 

“This  workshop  has  become  one  of  the 
best  nurturing  groups  in  the  congrega¬ 
tion,"  Mr.  Brown  added. 

In  addition  to  tailoring  programs  for 
divorced  persons,  singles  ministries  may 
also  focus  on  the  kind  of  person  most 
commonly  thought  of  as  a  “single," 
namely  the  young,  upwardly  mobile 
career-oriented  adult. 

Typically  in  their  mid  20s  to  late  30s 
and  never  married,  these  singles  seem  to 
present  the  greatest  challenge  to  the 
church  due  to  their  complex  lifestyle, 
high  degree  of  transience,  quest  for  inde¬ 
pendence  and  desire  for  companionship. 

One  church  among  many  targeting  this 
group  is  First  UMC  in  Alexandria,  La 
“The  Young  Professional  Singles  group 
here  provides  a  safe  and  open  place  for 
singles  to  meet,”  explained  the  Rev. 
Kent  Kilbome,  associate  pastor  and 
singles  director. 

The  program  started  two  years  ago 
and  has  attracted  25  singles  from  the 
1,700  member  congregation. 

“It  takes  a  while  for  such  programs  to 
catch  on  with  this  age  group  (20-35). 


They  need  to  build  trust  and  faith  in  me 
and  the  program  before  they  open  up; 
also  there  is  a  high  turnover  rate,"  he 
said 

Noting  spillover  from  corporate 
America’s  competitiveness.  Mr.  Kil- 
borne  added,  "These  singles  come  to 
Sunday  school  feeling  like  they  must  look 
the  besi,  be  the  richest  or  have  the  nicest 
job.  But  deep  down  inside  they  want  to  be 
accepted  for  who  they  are. 

“A  lot  of  them  are  dangling,  looking  for 
good  Christian  fellowship.  I  know  they 
want  more  than  just  a  singles  bar  rela¬ 
tionship.  That’s  why  they  are  here." 

Success  wasn’t  enough 

For  Sherry  Tyler,  a  28-year-old,  never- 
married  purchasing  executive  with  Coca 
Cola  in  Atlanta,  a  promising  career,  car 
and  townhouse  were  not  enough.  She 
wanted  a  singles  program  at  her  church, 
Roswell  UMC. 

Months  after  such  a  group  was  formed, 
Ms.  Tyler  says  she  is  happy  to  have  found 
friendship  and  support  with  other  singles 
in  the  church 

“We  have  the  same  problems. ”  she 
said  describing  the  20  other  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  the  group. 

“I  need  people,"  she  admitted,  “and 
meeting  them  was  tough  because  I  don’t 
go  to  bars.  There  are  plenty  of  singles  at 
my  church,  but  before  the  group  was 
formed  we  didn’t  know  each  other." 

A  growing  number  of  career  women 
like  Ms.  Tyler,  in  their  late  20s,  30s  and 
40s,  are  putting  off  marriage  to  concen¬ 
trate  on  their  careers. 

“Association  with  other  single  career 
women  buffers  that  societal  pressure  to 
marry,”  she  said.  “But  who  knows9  My 
future  husband  may  come  through  the 
doors  of  a  singles  meeting." 

Next  week,  in  the  second  of  this  two- 
part  series  on  singles  adult  ministries, 
the  Reporter  will  look  at  needs  of  older 
single  adults,  at  how  ecumenical  minis¬ 
tries  can  be  effective,  and  what  some  dif¬ 
ferences  are  among  ethnic  minority 
single  adult  ministries. 


adequate  number  to  make  an  activity 
successful,  get  people  to  sign  up  prior  to 
the  event. 

Crosspoints 

Prominence  of  religious  issues  in  1984  presidential  campaign  brings  mixed  responses 
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By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

Religion  became  a  major  issue  in 
American  presidential  politics  within 
recent  weeks,  and  most  but  not  all  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  seemed  to  think  that  was  a 
bad  idea. 

One  who  thought  so  said  the  intermix¬ 
ing  of  political  and  religious  claims  and 
counterclaims  hit  its  “flash  point”  in 
comments  by  President  Reagan. 

These  included  Mr.  Reagan’s  observa¬ 
tion  at  an  interdenominational  prayer 
breakfast  in  Dallas  during  the  Republi¬ 
can  convention  in  August  that  not  only 
are  “politics  and  morality”  inseparable 
but  that  “religion  and  politics  are  neces¬ 
sarily  related.”  He  said,  “We  need  reli¬ 
gion  as  a  guide.” 

Within  two  weeks  of  Mr.  Reagan’s 
comments,  Democratic  candidate  Wal¬ 
ter  Mondale,  in  his  weekly  paid  radio 
speech,  responded.  “The  Republicans  in 
Dallas,"  he  said,  “raised  doubts  whether 
they  respect  the  wall  our  founders  placed 
between  government  and  religion.” 

Veteran  political  analyst  George  Chris¬ 
tian,  a  press  secretary  to  President 
Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  says  the  last  time 
religion  was  so  blatantly  used  as  strategy 
in  a  presidential  campaign  was  when 
fundamentalist  William  Jennings  Bryan 
made  much  ado  about  his  religious  roots 
during  his  races  for  president  more  than 
80  years  ago. 

“What  they’re  doing,”  Mr.  Christian 
said,  referring  to  leaders  of  both  parties, 
“is  they’re  reading  the  same  polls." 
What  public  opinion  polls  show',  he  indi¬ 
cated,  is  a  return  to  patriotism  and  tradi¬ 
tional  family  values  —  the  strong 
presence  of  religion  in  the  home  being 
one  of  them. 

‘New  Right’  party  discussed 

Yet  another  wrinkle  on  the  political- 
religion  discussion  was  a  story  from  Bap¬ 
tist  Press,  official  news  service  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Baptist  Press  writer  David  Wilkinson 
said  leaders  of  the  “New  Right”  are 
frustrated  over  an  inability  to  push  their 
causes  through  Congress  and  hope  by 


1986  to  assemble  the  framework  for  what 
strategist  Paul  Weyrich  has  called  “a 
new  political  arrangement." 

The  group,  which  is  widely  credited 
with  having  helped  put  Ronald  Reagan  in 
the  White  House  in  1980,  hopes  to  target 
some  congressional  races  in  1986  and, 
depending  on  the  success  of  those  cam¬ 
paigns,  could  expand  into  a  full-fledged 
national  party  as  early  as  1988,  according 
to  Mr.  Wilkinson’s  article. 

Jewish  group  hears  both 

On  Sept.  6  the  two  presidential  candi¬ 
dates  came  the  nearest  so  far  to  debating 
the  current  matter  directly.  Both  spoke 
in  Washington  to  an  international  con¬ 
vention  of  B’nai  B’rith,  the  Jewish  ser¬ 
vice  organization. 

Mr.  Mondale  spoke  first,  three  hours 
before  Mr.  Reagan.  The  former  vice 
president  said  Mr.  Reagan  “has  insulted 
the  motives  of  those  who  disagree  with 
him  —  including  me”  by  raising  ques¬ 
tions  about  “my  faith,  my  patriotism  or 
my  family  values.” 

Mr.  Reagan  devoted  only  a  few  sen¬ 
tences  to  religion  in  his  speech  to  B’nai 
B’rith.  He  stressed  the  need  for  the 
United  States  “to  remain  a  nation  of 
openness  to  people  of  all  beliefs”  and  re¬ 
affirmed  his  belief  in  the  constitutional 
separation  of  church  and  state. 

Separation  of  church  and  state  was  at 
the  heart  of  a  statement  issued  Sept.  5  in 
New  York  by  leaders  of  four  major  reli¬ 
gious  groups. 

‘Separation’  defended 

Appearing  at  a  press  conference  at 
American  Jewish  Committee  headquar¬ 
ters,  the  four  urged  leaders  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  and  Republican  parties  to  oppose 
“any  and  all  efforts,  whether  direct  or 
subtle,  to  tamper  with  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment,"  which  guarantees  there  will  be  no 
“establishment”  of  religion. 

The  four  religion  leaders,  speaking  as 
individuals  and  not  necessarily  repre 
senting  their  own  organizations,  also 
called  on  political  party  heads  “to  reject 
categorically  the  pernicious  notion  that 
one  brand  of  politics  or  religion  meets 


with  God’s  approval  and  that  others  are 
necessarily  evil. 

Signing  the  call  to  religious  leaders 
were  Claire  Randall,  general  secretary. 
National  Council  of  Churches;  the  Rev. 
James  M.  Dunn,  executive  director.  Bap¬ 
tist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs; 
Sister  Margaret  Ellen  Traxler,  founder 
and  past  president,  National  Coalition  of 
American  Nuns;  and  Rabbi  Mordecai 
Waxman,  president,  Synagogue  Council 
of  America. 

The  four  who  signed  the  statement 
cited  “a  serious  erosion  of  governmental 
commitment  to  the  constitutional  princi¬ 
ple  of  separation  of  religion  from  govern¬ 
ment.”  They  denied  that  “America  offi¬ 
cially  is  a  Christian  republic”  although 
they  acknowledged  that  some  citizens 
seemed  to  imagine  that  America  was 
such  a  republic. 

“There  is  no  mention  of  Jesus,  and,  in 
fact,  there  is  no  mention  of  God"  in  the 
U.S.  Constitution,  the  statement  went  on, 
adding  that  such  omissions  “scarcely 
were  inadvertent.” 

Media  offer  comments 

Howard  I.  Freidman,  president  of  the 
American  Jewish  Commitee,  said  the 
religious  leaders  welcomed  what  he 
called  Mr.  Reagan's  “moderation"  of  his 
position  on  religion  and  politics  in  a  Sept. 
4  speech  to  the  American  Legion.  Mr. 
Reagan  declared  there,  “We  must  protect 
the  rights  of  all  citizens  to  their  beliefs. 


including  the  rights  of  those  who  choose 
no  religion." 

The  interplay  between  the  two  political 
parties  and  their  presidential  candidates 
on  the  religion-politics  question  drew 
much  media  commentary.  The  Washing¬ 
ton  Post  said  “the  volatile  mix”  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  politics  “has  stirred  at  least  as 
much  controversy  in  churches  and  syna¬ 
gogues  as  on  the  campaign  trail.” 

Jewish  leaders  particularly  took  of¬ 
fense  at  a  campaign  letter  written  by 
Sen.  Paul  Laxalt,  chairman  of  Reagan- 
Bush  re-election  campaign,  addressed 
“Dear  Christian  Leader."  The  letter  said 
Mr.  Reagan  had  a  perfect  record  on  is¬ 
sues  of  “Christian  concern”  and 
appealed  for  voter-registration  drives  by 
ministers  to  “help  secure  the  re-election 
of  President  Reagan  and  Vice  President 
Bush.” 

The  “Dear  Christain  Leader”  letter 
also  was  criticized  by  a  Baptist  minister 
who  served  in  the  Carter  administration. 

The  Rev.  Robert  L.  Maddox,  executive 
director  of  Americans  United  for  Separa¬ 
tion  of  Church  and  State,  said  “Such  a 
blatant,  crass  outreach  to  the  nation's 
religious  communities  on  behalf  of  a  can¬ 
didate  offends  our  sense  of  American¬ 
ism"  and  damages  the  notion  that  church 
and  state  should  be  separated. 

But  one  religious  leader  who  saw  no 
particular  problem  with  some  of  the  reli¬ 
gion-politics  election  year  discussion  was 


Dr.  T.  J.  Jemison,  president  of  the  7-mil¬ 
lion-member  National  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion.  He  opposed  the  view  that  “church 
and  politics  should  be  separate.” 

“The  black  church  has  always  been  in 
politics,”  Dr.  Jemison  said,  “because  it 
is  the  bulwark  of  the  black  community." 
He  asserted  that  black  church  members 
“listen  to  the  pulpit,”  while  in  white 
churches,  “the  pulpit  listens  to  the 
people.” 

But  Dr.  Jemison  also  said  discussion 
about  a  candidate’s  personal  religious 
beliefs  was  “quite  out  of  place,”  adding, 
“Religion  is  a  personal  thing.” 


Pensions  board  traces  progress 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  —  Retirement 
benefits  for  United  Methodist  clergy 
have  come  a  long  way  since  an  Easter 
offering  in  1784  “to  relieve  the  preachers 
in  want."  the  denomination's  Board  of 
Pensions  was  told  Aug.  21-23  here. 

From  such  a  modest  beginning,  the  30 
clergy  and  lay  members  of  the  agency 
heard,  the  assets  presently  in  the  board's 
portfolio  had  climbed  to  a  market  value 
of  about  $1.53  billion  on  Aug.  17  of  this 
year. 

Additionally,  some  pensions  standards 


set  by  federal  law  had  been  put  into 
practice  by  United  Methodist  units  be¬ 
fore  they  became  mandatory  for  pro¬ 
grams  subject  to  such  regulations. 

Gerald  K.  Hornung,  general  secretary 
of  the  pensions  agency,  recalling  another 
facet  of  the  Bicentennial  year  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Methodism,  said  the  forerunners  of 
today’s  United  Methodist  plan  are  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  been  established  as  the 
earliest  program  presently  reporting  to 
the  Internal  Revenue  Service. 

The  board  will  hold  its  next  regular 
meeting  Nov.  14-16  in  Atlanta . 
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Who’s  discovered  the  new  high 
interest-sensitive  dividends  from 
Presbyterian  Ministers’  Fund? 

There's  no  mystery.  They  all  have.  Every  one  of  them! 

These  men  and  women  of  the  household  of  faith 
always  knew  they  could  count  on  us  for  the  best  value 
in  life  insurance.  But  now,  we've  given  them 
something  extra. 

Presbyterian  Ministers'  Fund  is  celebrating  225  years 
of  financial  ministry  by  introducing  an  exciting  new 
concept  It's  called  Harvester  225  And  it's  important 
news  about  life  insurance 
for  both  current  and  fu¬ 
ture  policyowners 

Harvester  225  uses  in¬ 
terest-sensitive  dividends 
to  boost  cash  accumula¬ 
tions  So  now,  based  on 
our  current  dividend 
scale,  you  can  have  50% 
to  90%  more  in  cash  accu¬ 
mulations  than  ever  before 

Best  of  all.  Harvester  225  has  the  same  affordable 
rates  folks  expect  from  Presbyterian  Ministers'  Fund 

Are  you  eligible  for  Harvester  225? 

We  protect  religious  leaders  and  clergy  of  all  de¬ 
nominations  .  their  spouses,  children  and  grand¬ 
children  .  church  employees  theology  students 


and  others.  In  fact,  if  you're  reading  this  message, 
there's  a  good  chance  you  qualify 
Even  though  we  re  America's  oldest  insurance  com¬ 
pany,  our  ideas  are  as  up-to-date  as  today's  most  re¬ 
warding  financial  opportunities. 

So  find  out  how  much  higher  your  cash  accumula¬ 
tions  can  be  with  Harvester  225. 

Mail  the  coupon  or  call  us  today.  You'll  be  glad 
you  did! 

For  fastest  service,  call  toll-free  (800)  523-4810. 
(In  Pennsylvania,  call  (800)  462-4950.) 


Harvester  225 
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Veteran  of  Korean  service  wants  to  present  prize-winning  troupe 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

If  recently -returned  United  Methodist 
missionary  Margaret  Moore  can  raise 
$22,500  during  the  next  two  years, 
audiences  in  major  American  cities  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  see  religious 
drama  performed  by  Korea’s  leading 
professional  drama  troupe.  “Kakyo" 
(The  Bridge). 

Under  Mrs.  Moore's  direction  for  the 
past  17  years.  “Kakyo"  performed  more 
religious  drama  in  Asia  than  any  other 
drama  troupe,  playing  to  at  least  one 
million  persons  in  Korea,  Japan,  Hong 


Kong,  Taiwan  and  the  Philippines. 

The  group  has  presented  the  Christian 
message  through  drama  not  only  in  local 
churches  but  in  numerous  secular  insti¬ 
tutions  including  prisons,  hospitals,  mili¬ 
tary  barracks  and  factories. 

Now  Mrs.  Moore  is  trying  to  raise 
$1,500  per  person  to  bring  the  15-member 
troupe  to  the  U.S.  before  it  disbands. 

Power  of  drama  became  real 

It  was  in  the  Philippines  during  the 
early  1950’s  that  Mrs.  Moore  first 
realized  what  a  powerful  tool  drama 
could  be  for  the  church,  she  said  in  a 


recent  interview  at  a  missionary  confer¬ 
ence  in  Pennsylvania. 

After  a  harrowing  escape  from  Seoul 
with  their  three  small  children  at  the  out¬ 
break  of  the  Korean  War,  Mrs.  Moore 
and  her  husband,  Jim,  served  a  church  in 
the  Philippines  until  it  was  safe  to  return 
to  Korea 

For  a  simple  Christmas  pageant  she 
directed,  the  small  church  was  filled,  she 
said.  Many  were  Catholic,  and  their 
presence  was  against  their  church's 
teachings. 

“After  the  pageant,”  Mrs.  Moore 
recalled,  “1  was  walking  home  under  the 


SEOUL  —  This  scene  from  “The  Prince  of  Peace,”  written  by  United  Methodist  missionary  Margaret  Moore, 
depicts  the  woman  taken  in  adultery.  The  production  was  done  as  a  “shadow  play,”  projecting  figures  in  profile 
behind  tightly-stretched  sheeting  flooded  from  the  back  with  brilliant  colored  lights. 


‘Protestant  Hour’  seeks 
UM  candidates  for  1986 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Candidates 
are  needed  for  the  1986  Protestant  Hour. 

The  12-week  preaching  series  will  be  on 
the  air  May  25-Aug.  10,  1986.  Clergy  per¬ 
sons  from  three  United  Methodist  juris¬ 
dictions  —  Northeastern.  North  Central 
and  Western  —  are  eligible.  They  can 
preach  on  the  theme  of  their  choice 

Candidates  are  asked  to  submit  one 
page  listing  the  12  topics  they  wish  to 
preach  on  with  a  very  brief  description  of 


the  church  today 


each,  plus  a  cassette  of  the  proposed  first 
sermon  ( 14-16  minutes )  made  in  a  studio¬ 
like  setting.  Also  required  are  a  com¬ 
pleted  manuscript  of  the  first  sermon  plus 
a  picture  and  biographical  sketch  of  the 
candidate. 

These  must  be  sent  to  Shirley  Whipple 
Struchen  at  UMCom,  475  Riverside  Drive 
(Rm.  1370),  New  York,  N.Y.  10115  by  Oct. 
12.  All  materials  are  non-returnable. 

Theology  school  schedules 
health  and  faith  series 

BOSTON  —  UM-related  Boston 


University  School  of  Theology  will 
present  Dr.  Karen  Lebacqz  in  its  Lowell 
Institute  lecture  series  Oct.  24-25. 

Dr.  Lebacqz  is  professor  of  Christian 
ethics  at  the  Pacific  School  of  Religion, 
where  she  has  taught  since  1972.  The 
National  Cancer  Institute  is  among 
organizations  for  which  she  has  been  a 
consultant. 

Her  lectures  on  health,  medicine  and 
faith  are  co-sponsored  by  the  school  of 
theology  and  the  Lowell  Institute  under  a 
joint  plan  dating  to  1966. 


Zimbabwe  frees  bishop  from  prison 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa,  former  prime 
minister  of  the  interim  government  of 
Zimbabwe/Rhodesia  before  it  became 
officially  independent  in  1980,  has  been 
released  from  prison.  He  had  been  de¬ 
tained  by  the  Zimbabwe  government 
without  charge  for  almost  a  year. 

The  bishop,  who  also  leads  the  United 
African  National  Council  party  in  the 
Zimbabwe  Parliament,  was  detained  last 
October  after  he  returned  from  what  he 
said  was  a  Bible-study  trip  to  Israel. 

Bishop  Muzorewa’s  release  was  an¬ 
nounced  Sept.  4  by  acting  Home  Affairs 
Minister  Moven  Mahachi. 

At  the  time  of  his  detention,  the  59- 
year-old  churchman  was  described  by 
government  ministers  as  a  suspect  in  in¬ 
trigues  with  the  white-minority  govern¬ 
ment  of  South  Africa  against  the  Zim¬ 
babwe  government  of  Prime  Minister 
Robert  Mugabe. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  told  reporters  he  had 
not  been  badly  treated  while  in  detention 
and  declined  further  comment.  But  he 
said  he  would  hold  a  press  conference 
soon. 


head  of  the  Africa  office  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
said,  “This  is  very  good  news.  We  are  de¬ 
lighted  this  has  happened.  We  hope  it  will 
clear  the  way  for  the  bishop  to  dedicate 
his  energies  fully  to  the  operations  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Zimbabwe." 

Dr.  Bivens  spent  two  hours  with  the 
bishop  on  Aug.  17.  He  also  spoke  with 
government  officials  in  Zimbabwe  and 
said  he  got  the  impression  the  govern¬ 
ment  was  willing  to  make  a  move  but 
was  waiting  for  an  opportune  time. 

Mr.  Bivens  noted  that  church  people 
had  been  in  frequent  communication 
with  the  Zimbabwe  government  and  that 
the  church  had  asked  the  government 
either  to  put  the  bishop  to  trial  or  release 
him. 

Dr.  Bivens  added,  “I  think  the  release 
relieves  the  government  of  the  tremen¬ 
dous  burden  it  has  been  carrying.  They 
have  heard  us  and  appreciated  what  we 
said  about  how  important  his  release  was 


Must  be  politically  open 

Mr.  Mahachi  told  a  press  conference 
that  the  bishop  would  be  allowed  to  re¬ 
sume  his  political  activities  and  partici¬ 
pate  in  general  elections,  expected 
within  the  next  six  months. 

“The  government  wishes  to  impress  on 
Bishop  Muzorewa  that  his  political  activ¬ 
ities  should  be  conducted  openly  and  not 
in  secret,  whether  inside  or  outside 
Zimbabwe,’’  the  government  official 
said. 

Bishop  Paul  Duffey  of  Louisville,  Ky., 
Secretary  of  the  United  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops,  said,  “We  are  gratified 
that  Bishop  Muzorewa  has  been  re¬ 
leased.  We  appreciate  the  efforts  of  those 
who  assisted  in  this  decision." 

In  New  York,  the  Rev.  Isaac  Bivens, 


to  the  church." 

Bishop  Muzorewa,  whose  party  holds 
three  of  100  seats  in  the  Zimbabwe  House 
of  Assembly,  has  long  been  critical  of 
Robert  Mugabe’s  government,  charging 
at  times  that  it  persecuted  the  churches 
as  part  of  a  crackdown  on  political  op¬ 
ponents. 

Before  his  detention,  the  bishop  came 
under  criticism  from  government  offi¬ 
cials  for  a  televised  interview  given  in 
Israel  in  which  he  urged  that  relations  be 
established  between  Zimbabwe  and  the 
Jewish  state. 

Zimbabwe  has  no  diplomatic  relations 
with  Israel,  and  its  government  leaders 
have  declared  themselves  supporters  of 
the  Palestinian  cause. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  leaped  to  promi¬ 
nence  when  he  led  efforts  against  accep¬ 
tance  by  blacks  of  a  constitutional  settle¬ 
ment  viewed  as  entrenching  white-mi¬ 
nority  rule  in  Rhodesia  in  1971. 

He  was  involved  in  the  abortive  Ge¬ 
neva  conference  of  late  1976  which  aimed 
at  bringing  about  a  transition  to  black- 
majority  rule. 

Tried  for  interim  government 

Bishop  Muzorewa  and  some  other 
black  nationalists  later  concluded  a  so- 
called  “internal  settlement"  excluding 
the  parties  waging  guerrilla  war,  aimed 
at  forming  a  transitional  government. 

His  party  won  a  majority  of  seats  in  the 
internal  elections  of  early  1979.  He  then 
became  prime  minister  of  Zim¬ 
babwe/Rhodesia  for  six  months  until  a 
conference,  supervised  by  the  British 
government,  drafted  an  alb-parties 
agreement  that  ended  the  civil  war  and 
led  to  internationally  supervised 
elections. 

Bishop  Muzorewa’s  party  suffered  an 
overwhelming  defeat  despite  waging 
what  observers  said  was  the  best-fi¬ 
nanced  campaign.  Mr.  Mugabe’s  Zim¬ 
babwe  African  National  Union  party  took 
power. 


Bishop  Muzorewa 


Rights  came  slowly  for  laity,  women 


Missionary  dramatist 


stars  and  I  thought  about  how  much  the 
people  had  enjoyed  the  program  and  how 
many  of  them  would  never  have  come 
into  that  church  if  they  hadn't  been 
attracted  by  drama.” 

Studied  drama  on  furloughs 

With  a  vision  of  the  potential  of  drama 
in  evangelization,  Mrs.  Moore  began  to 
use  her  furloughs  to  study  religious 
drama.  After  course  work  in  Union  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  New  York  City  and  in 
Valdosta  State  College  in  Georgia,  she 
earned  a  master’s  in  theater  arts  from 
the  University  of  Kentucky. 

Returning  to  Korea  after  the  war,  Mrs. 
Moore  organized  the  Korean  Christian 
Drama  Committee  and  served  as  its 
chairperson  through  1976,  working  under 
an  ecumenical  audio-visual  committee 
headed  by  Mr.  Moore  until  his  death  in 
1967.  She  then  succeeded  him. 

The  drama  committee  sponsored 
annual  Christmas  and  Easter  drama 
workshops  with  demonstration  perfor¬ 
mances  and  instruction  in  biblical  cos¬ 
tuming,  lighting  and  makeup. 

Based  on  her  work  in  both  religious  and 
secular  drama,  Mrs.  Moore  was  asked  to 
work  with  “Kakyo,"  described  to  her  as 
the  most  up-and-coming  group  of  young 
actors  in  Korea.  She  was  allowed  to  teach 
them  religious  drama  in  return  for 
helping  them  with  their  secular  drama. 
All  were  students  at  a  non-Christian 
University. 

The  troupe  emphasized  “a  gift  of  ser¬ 
vice,”  Mrs.  Moore  said,  by  taking  drama 
to  people  in  institutions  who  could  not 


By  WALTER  N.  VERNON 

“Very  early  in  its  history  the 
(Christian]  Church  came  to  understand 
that  all  its  members  were  commissioned, 
in  baptism,  to  ministries  of  love,  justice, 
and  service,  within  local  congregations 
and  the  larger  communities  in  which 
they  lived."  Thus  speaks  The  United 
Methodist  “Book  of  Discipline." 

Fairly  soon,  however,  the  clergy 
dominated  the  church’s  life,  and  lay  men 
and  women  were  not  included  in  de¬ 
cision-making  church  groups.  Somewhat 
later  in  its  history  the  Christian  Church 
came  to  understand  that  the  laity,  as  well 
as  the  clergy,  need  to  be  in  its  ranks  of 
service  and  in  its  deliberations  and 
councils  as  decisions  are  made  about  the 
mission  of  the  church. 

The  struggle  for  laity  rights  began 
early  in  American  Methodism.  One 
reason  was  that  American  citizens  had 
created  a  democratic  government  where 
every  man  (well,  eventually  every  man 
—  but  not  women!)  had  a  vote.  The 
movement  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  for  lay  delegates  in  conferences 
was  led  by  such  men  as  Alexander 
McCaine,  Nicholas  Snethen,  William  S. 
Stockton,  and  Asa  Shinn. 

Realizing  that  an  understanding  of  the 
issues  could  be  achieved  "only  through 
the  medium  of  a  free  press."  the  Re¬ 
formers  (as  they  were  called)  launched  a 
paper.  Mutual  Rights.  They  believed  that 
“wherever  the  true  purpose  of  the 
Reformers  became  known,  it  was 
approved  as  a  rule,  and  that  if  a  free 
press  was  undisturbed  in  disseminating 
the  light,  that  light  would  soon  spread 
through  the  whole  church." 

That  prediction  was  not  true  immed¬ 
iately  but  it  was  eventually.  The 
Reformers  withdrew  from  the  Method¬ 
ists  in  1830  and  by  1854  had  over  70,000 
members.  In  1866  the  Methodist  Epis- 


PUSAN  —  Backstage  at  the  Citizens’  Theater  in  this  major  Korean  city, 
United  Methodist  missionary  Margaret  Moore  helps  “Kakyo”  actresses  get 
ready  for  a  performance  of  the  troupe’s  first  Shakespearean  production, 
“The  Taming  of  the  Shrew.” 


come  to  the  theater.  For  secular  aud¬ 
iences  they  presented  both  a  religious 
play  and  a  secular  one.  For  prison  au¬ 
diences  the  first  .play  was  always  a 
comedy  —  a  gift  of  laughter  for  people 
who  may  not  have  laughed  in  years. 

In  1981,  for  a  production  of  Shakes¬ 
peare’s  “As  You  Like  It,”  the  troupe  and 
Mrs.  Moore  won  several  Korean 
equivalents  of  the  "Tony”  awards  given 
in  the  U.S.  For  that  production,  Mrs. 
Moore  became  the  first  woman  in  Korea 
to  be  named  best  director  of  the  year. 
Both  the  government  of  the  Republic  of 
Korea  and  the  Drama  Association  of 
Korea  have  recognized  her  work.  And  as 
recently  as  April  1984  one  of  her  students 


there  won  the  national  best  actress 
award. 

Born  in  Manchuria  and  raised  in  Korea 
by  Methodist  missionary  parents,  Mrs. 
Moore  spent  nearly  39  years  as  a 
missionary,  all  in  Korea  ekeept  for  a  few 
years  during  the  Korean  War. 

Now  living  in  Wilmore,  Ky.,  Mrs. 
Moore  has  spoken  in  Kentucky  churches 
and  will  go  to  other  states  during  the  rest 
of  1984  as  she  finishes  her  work  under 
United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  She  will  tell  the  story 
of  her  work  in  Korea  and  ask  different 
churches  and  other  groups  to  sponsor 
$1,500  passages  for  members  of 
"Kakyo." 
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copal  Church,  South,  voted  for  lay  repre¬ 
sentation  by  men,  and  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  followed  a  few  years  later. 

By  1877  the  United  Brethren  General 
Conference  authorized  annual  confer¬ 
ences  to  receive  lay  delegates  and,  in 
turn,  to  elect  them  for  General  Confer¬ 
ences.  Toward  the  end  of  the  century  lay¬ 
men  were  accepted  as  delegates  to  Evan¬ 
gelical  Association  annual  and  General 
Conferences. 

For  lay  women,  seats  as  delegates  at 
annual  and  General  Conferences  —  and 
ordination  as  ministers  —  came  even 
slower.  By  1892  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church  accepted  women  as  delegates  to 
General  Conferences,  and  the  Confer¬ 
ence  agreed  that  women  could  be 
ordained  as  ministers. 

Similar  changes  came  more  slowly  in 
episcopal  Methodism.  Dr.  James  M. 
Buckley,  editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate 
at  New  York,  was  a  staunch  opponent  of 
women  delegates  at  General  Conference 
and  managed  to  block  them  for  a  long  time. 

Among  those  refused  a  seat  in  the  1888 
General  Conference  (though  elected  by 
their  annual  conference)  was  such  a 
well-known  national  leader  as  Frances 
Willard.  In  1892  Dr.  Buckley  debated  the 
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Rev.  Anna  Howard  Shaw  (seemingly  the 
first  ordained  Methodist  woman  —  a 
Methodist  Protestant)  at  Chautauqua; 
the  general  verdict  was  that  she  had  the 
better  of  the  argument.  Success  for 
women  came  at  last  in  the  M.  E.  Church 
with  a  new  constitution  in  1900.  Southern 
Methodist  women  had  to  wait  longer. 

Acceptance  of  women  as  regularly  or¬ 
dained  and  appointed  ministers  was  the 
highest  hurdle  and  the  hardest  to  over¬ 
come.  But  it  came  at  last  and  a  woman 
reached  the  episcopacy  in  1980  when 
Marjorie  S.  Matthews  was  elected  bishop 
in  the  North  Central  Jurisdiction  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 
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SEPTEMBER  21.  1984 


Bishop  Underwood  Shares 
and  Listens  With 
Conference  Program  Leaders 


It  was  sharing  and  listening  time  for 
Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  and  the 
leaders  of  Conference  boards,  agencies 
and  institutions  on  September  5. 

Sponsored  by  the  Council  on 
Ministries,  the  group  heard  Bishop 
Underwood’s  plans  and  dreams  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  In  turn,  he 
listened  and  asked  questions  of  persons 
representing  all  of  the  program  agencies 
of  the  Council  on  Ministries  and  the 
presidents  and  directors  of  the 


in  me  lop  photo  Bishop  Underwood  is  shown  addressing  the  program  and 
institutional  leaders  of  the  Annual  Conference  as  they  met  September  5  at  the  Area 
Offices.  Mr.  Terrel  DeVille,  Administrator  of  The  Ruston  Children's  Home  is  shown 
above,  left,  as  he  relates  the  role  and  ministry  of  the  home.  Bishop  Walter  L. 
Underwood  is  shown  above,  center,  listening  to  the  description  of  one  of  the 
Conference  programs.  Dr.  Ray  Branton,  above  right.  Chairperson  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  is  shown  as  he  explains  the  Church  Extension  emphasis  of  the 
Conference  to  the  Bishop  and  the  group. 


New  Appointments 

Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  has  announced  the  following 
appointments  with  their  effective  dates. 

Effective  October  1 

C.  Richard  Hoffpauir  to  Munholland,  Metairie. 

James  M.  Poole  to  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Natchitoches. 

Robert  L.  Burgess  to  First  United  Methodist,  Minden 

Joe  D.  Solomon  to  Amite-Independence 

Donald  R.  Morgan  to  Ringgold-Caster-Grand  Bayou 

A.  Swindell  Hodges,  Jr.  to  Fairview-Sweetlake. 

Eskell  Tatum  (R)  to  Lake  Arthur 
James  Woodward  to  Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon 
J.  P.  McKeithen  (R)  to Baskin-Union 
Matthews-Bayou  Bleu  —  TBS. 

Effective  October  15 

John  M.  Braden  to  Director  of  Educational  Ministries,  the  Conference 
Office. 

Donald  C.  Cottrill  to  Summer  Grove. 

L.  Patterson  Culligan  to  Plain  Dealing,  Walker’s  Chapel 
Moving  day  for  October  1  appointments  is  October  2;  for  October  15 
appointments.  October  16. 


Bastrop  Youth  Visit  UMO 

The  confirmation  class  of  the  Bastrop  United  Methodist  Church  recently  toured  the 
Conference  Office,  and  learned  the  functions  of  each  department.  Rev.  Patterson 
Culligan  served  as  the  host  and  tour  guide  for  the  occasion.  Rev.  William  D.  Peeples, 
shown  above  left,  is  the  pastor  of  the  Bastrop  Church. 


Conference  institutions. 

The  Bishop  expressed  his  gratitude  for 
the  opportunity  and  was  impressed  with 
the  present  programming  of  the  boards 
and  agencies.  He  also  discussed  the 
October  28  Service  of  Investiture,  to  be 
held  at  the  Centroplex  in  Baton  Rouge, 
and  his  thoughts  about  Annual 
Conference. 

Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  the  Council 
Director,  expressed  appreciation  for  the 
excellent  turn-out  present. 


International  Lesson  Series 


The  Struggle  To  Do  Right 


Drew  Community  Excitement  High 

The  sign  tells  it  all.  according  to  pastor  Jack  O'Dell,  on  the  left,  and  Monroe  District 
Superintendent  Dr.  Doug  McGuire.  Rev.  O'Dell,  assigned  to  the  new  Drew 
Community  Church  at  Annual  Conference,  has  plans  for  organizing  the  congregation 
this  fall  with  a  minimum  of  100  members.  "A  Sunday  School  has  already  been  started 
and  excitement  is  indeed  running  high  in  ihe  Drew  Community,"  said  Dr.  McGuire. 


William  S.  Coffin 


Marguerite  Piazza 

White  Lectures  To  Feature 


Coffin  and  Piazza 


One  of  the  leading  spokespersons  for 
nuclear  disarmament,  Dr.  William 
Sloane  Coffin,  will  be  the  featured 
speaker  during  the  annual  Wally  White 
Lectures,  ‘Perspectives  of  Living.” 

Also  appearing  during  the  three-dav 
event,  October  21-23,  in  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  will  be 
nationally  acclaimed  entertainer 
Marquerite  Piazza. 

Coffin,  senior  minister  of  Riverside 
Church  in  New  York,  gained  national 
recognition  while  serving  as  chaplain  of 
Yale  University  for  18  years  from  the 
late  1950’s  through  the  early  1970’s. 
During  those  years,  Coffin  became 
especially  well  known  for  his  sermons 
dealing  with  social  and  political  issues 
from  a  biblical  perspective.  His  work  on 
the  Yale  campus  also  allowed  Coffin  to 
counsel  and  befriend  a  generation  of 
students  at  one  of  the  foremost 
universities  in  the  country. 

Coffin  served  as  one  of  the  original 
advisors  to  the  Peace  director  of  the 
Peace  Corps  Training  Center  in  Puerto 
Rico.  He  was  also  active  in  the 
desegration  battles  of  the  1960’s  and 
was  one  of  seven  “Freedom  Riders”  who 
were  arrested  by  authorities  in 
Montgomery,  Alabama.  During  the 
Vietnam  war,  Coffin  co-founded  Clergy 


and  Laity  Concerned  for  Vietnam,  and  in 
recent  years  has  become  active  in  the 
debate  over  nuclear  weapons. 

Reverend  Larry  D.  Norman,  Associate 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist, 
predicts  that  Coffin  will  present  an 
interesting  point  of  view  on  nuclear 
disarmament.  Many  view  armaments  as 
contradictory  to  the  Christian  message 
and  Coffin  “is  the  best  one  to  represent 
that  side  of  the  armament-disarmament 
battle,"  Norman  said. 

Coffin  will  speak  on  Sunday  and 
Monday,  October  21  and  22.  Other 
activities  will  include  a  reception  after 
Sunday  night  's  lecture  and  a  luncheon  for 
area  clergy  on  Monday,  during  which 
Coffin  will  speak  and  field  questions. 
Ticket  information  for  the  luncheon  will 
be  announced.  All  other  activities  will  be 
free  and  open  to  the  public. 

Ms.  Piazza  will  afford  a  change  of  pace 
when  she  presents  a  free  concert  for  the 
general  public  Tuesday  night,  October 
23.  She  is  a  native  of  New  Orleans  and 
though  she  is  not  especially  well  known  in 
her  home  state,  she  has  achieved  critical 
acclaim  for  her  varied  performances, 
which  include  light  opera,  classical 
popular  and  sacred  music.  A  reception 
for  Ms.  Piazza  will  follow  her 
performance. 


1984  Apportionments  Paid  in  Full  —  100%  By  105  Churches  As  of  August  27 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

MacArthur  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria 

Lahey  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Sieper  United  Methodist  Church 
Evergreen  United  Methodist  Church 
White  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Hollins  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Forest  Hill  United  Methodist  Church 
Belah  United  Methodist  Church 
Cheneyville  United  Methodist  Church 
Beulah  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  Maurice  United  Methodist  Church 
Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church, 
Boyce 

Asbury  United  Methodist  Church. 
Natchitoches 

Campti  United  Methodist  Church 
Tullos  United  Methodist  Church 
Selma  United  Methodist  Church 
Liberty  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Provencal  United  Methodist  Church 
Weaver  United  Methodist  Church 
Eddy  Justiss  United  Methodist  Church 
Urania  United  Methodist  Church 
Eden  United  Methodist  Church 
BATON  ROUGE/HAMMOND 
DISTRICT 

Center  United  Methodist  Church 
Corbin  United  Methodist  Church 
Greensburg  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Nesom  Memorial  United  Methodist 


Church 

BATON  ROUGE/LAFAYETTE 
DISTRICT 

Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
Franklin 

St.  Peter  United  Methodist  Church, 
Jeanerette 

Mallalieu  United  Methodist  Church 
Melville  United  Methodist  Church 
Palmetto  United  Methodist  Church 
New  Roads  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  Peter  United  Methodist  Church, 
Donaldsonville 

Fitzgerald  United  Methodist  Church 
LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
Grand  Chenier  United  Methodist  Church 
Church  Point  United  Methodist  Church 
Maxie  United  Methodist  Church 
Ville  Platte  United  Methodist  Church 
Hopewell  United  Methodist  Church 
Pine  Grove  United  Methodist  Church 
Iota  United  Methodist  Church 
Gueydan  United  Methodist  Church 
A.  A.  Bernard  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church 
Kinder  United  Methodist  Church 
Oberline  United  Methodist  Church 
Prospect  United  Methodist  Church 
Hornbeck  United  Methodist  Church 
Ebenezer  United  Methodist  Church 
Hackberry  United  Methodist  Church 
Jones  United  Methodist  Church 
MONROE  DISTRICT 
Baskin  United  Methodist  Church 


Grayson  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church, 
Monroe 

Forest  United  Methodist  Church 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Sicily 
Island 

First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Harrisonburg 

Woodlawn  United  Methodist  Church 

NEW  ORLEANS/HOUMA 
DISTRICT 

St.  James  United  Methodist  Church. 
Hahnville 

First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Thibodaux 

Gibson  United  Methodist  Church 
NEW  ORLEANS/SLIDELL 
DISTRICT 

Harry’s  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Waldheim  United  Methodist  Church 
Thompson  United  Methodist  Church 
Munholland  United  Methodist  Church 
Talisheek  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church. 
Ponchatoula 

Bush  United  Methodist  Church 
RUSTON  DISTRICT 
Ansley  United  Methodist  Church 
Crossroads  United  Methodist  Church 
Summerfield  United  Methodist  Church 
Bienville  United  Methodist  Church 
Mill  Creek  United  Methodist  Church 
Strange  United  Methodist  Church 
Clay  United  Methodist  Church 


By  ALBERT  TRICKETT 

Romans  7: 1-6.  13-25 

Can  we  just  talk  today  —  about 
struggle?  The  struggle  to  do  right,  that 
is? 

Paul  knew  about  the  subject  and  wrote 
about  it  in  this  seventh  chapter  of  his 
Letter  to  the  Romans.  He  knew  that  even 
the  comitted  Christian  has  to  endure  this 
struggle  with  sin  all  of  his  life.  But  Jesus 
Christ  gives  the  ability  to  win  the  victory. 
In  the  first  section  of  scripture,  Paul  uses 
an  analogy  of  marriage  to  state  how  the 
Christian  is  dead  to  the  law.  The  married 
woman  is  committed,  even  bound,  to  her 
husband  as  long  as  he  lives  but,  when  he 
dies,  she  is  free  to  marry  someone  else. 
So,  in  verse  4  Paul  says  that  the  new 
Christian  dies  to  the  law  and  is  free  to  be 
joined  to  Christ.  The  new  Christian 
belongs  to  a  Christ  who  is  living  because 
he  was  "raised  from  the  dead."  This  new 
union  is  for  the  purpose  of  bearing  fruit 
for  God. 

In  the  second  section,  Paul  contrasts 
the  law  and  sin  as  well  as  the  law  and 
death  (sometimes  it  seems  that  Paul 
equates  law  and  sin  but  he  insists  they 
are  not  the  same  —  in  essence,  Paul 
states  that  the  law  is  like  a  mirror  which 
permits  the  viewer  to  see  sin  as  it  really 
is.  Therefore,  the  law  is  a  revealer  of 
sin.)  In  this  contrast,  Paul  gives  three 
views:  (1)  his  personal  experiences 
before  his  conversion,  (2)  how  he,  as  a 


essentially  alone.  No  one  can  invade  our 
minds,  our  sub-conscious,  our  consciences 
and  direct  us  in  this  fight.  We  fight  alone 
if  we  do  not  know  and  accept  Christ 
Jesus. 

It’s  a  paradox,  I  think,  that  some  of  the 
greatest  struggles  are  waged  after  one 
has  given  himself  or  herself  to  Christ. 
Perhaps  this  is  because  our  focus  is 
clearer  —  we  see  better  what  we  should 
become.  But,  as  we  surrender  our  wills  to 
His,  we  find  that  the  struggle  continues. 
Don’t  let  anyone  tell  you  something  else. 
If  a  person  does  not  have  this  internal 
struggle  going  on  in  his/her  heart,  he  is 
not  experiencing  the  totality  of  life.  For 
struggle  is  a  part  of  life. 

In  my  own  experience,  the  greatest 
struggles  have  come  after  my  surrender 
to  Him  and  His  purpose  for  my  life 
There  was  a  time  when  I  felt  that  I  had 
done  everything  He  had  asked  me  to  do, 
even  to  the  point  of  giving  up  business, 
home,  friends,  everything.  I  had  never 
felt  more  committed!  But,  suddenly 
there  was  a  roadblock  put  in  my  way  — 
our  way,  for  our  entire  family  was 
greatly  affected.  And  the  only  thing  that 
could  come  to  my  mind,  the  mind  which 
had  so  recently  felt  nothing  but  joy  and 
peace  and  a  sense  of  fulfillment,  was  a 
big  question:  “WHY?"  It  took  four  years 
of  intense  struggle  on  all  our  parts  for 
this  particular  situation  to  resolve  itself 
and  for  us  to  understand  why.  Surrender 


-  new  Christian,  looked-at  his  former  life  —to  Christ  did  not  protect  us  from  struggle 

di  i  ,o>  u._  1  It  did  give  us  victory  in  it. 

Since  that  time  my  ministry  has  been 
one  of  struggle  —  don’t  let  any  minister 
ever  tell  you  that  his/her  life  is  devoid  of 
struggle.  If  he  does,  his  life  is 
incomplete.  Right  must  always  conquer 
through  struggle.  Righteousness,  which 
is  a  gift  of  God,  can  only  be  realized 
through  struggles  but  the  struggle  itself 
does  not  earn  it.  No  true  gift  is  ever 
"earned." 

The  striving  for  right  against  sin5> 
makes  us  aware  of  our  inadequacy,  &F 
our  sinful  nature  and  more  receptive  to 
God's  grace  which  saves  us.  "Thanks  be 
to  God  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ! ' ' 


Pharisee,  and  (3)  his  present 
struggles  as  a  committed,  dedicated 
Christian.  He  draws  on  his  own  personal 
experiences  to  tell  how  he  tried  to 
achieve  salvation  through  righteousness 
.  by  obedience  to  the  law. 

As  he  closes  out  this  section,  he  states 
that  with  his  mind  he  serves  the  law  of 
God  but  with  his  flesh  he  serves  the  law 
of  sin.  Even  the  committed  Christian 
continues  to  have  to  struggle  with  sin. 

The  struggle  to  do  right,  the  struggle 
with  sin,  is  one  we  wage  alone.  It’s  true 
that  the  love  and  support  of  friends  and 
family,  even  forebears  through  their 
influence,  helps  but,  the  struggle  is 


First  Leesville  Wins  Sportsmanship  Award 


Bethel  United  Methodist  Church 
Mt.  Nebo  United  Methodist  Church 
Doyline  United  Methodist  Church 
Sibley  United  Methodist  Church 
Harmony  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church 

Lisbon  United  Methodist  Church 
Arizona  United  Methodist  Church 
Dodson  United  Methodist  Church 
New  Hope  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston 
Simsboro  United  Methodist  Church 
Salem  United  Methodist  Church 
Antioch  United  Methodist  Church, 
Simsboro 

Antioch  United  Methodist  Church.  Eros 
SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 
Belcher  United  Methodist  Church 
Ida  United  Methodist  Church 
Hosston  United  Methodist  Church 
Gilliam  United  Methodist  Church 
Pleasant  Valley  United  Methodist 
Church 

Keatchie  United  Methodist  Church 
Rosa  United  Methodist  Church 
Longstreet  United  Methodist  Church 
Stonewall  United  Methodist  Church 
Oil  City  United  Methodist  Church 
Rodessa  United  Methodist  Church 
Converse  United  Methodist  Church 
Noble  United  Methodist  Church 
Johnson  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church 

Ellerbe  Road  United  Methodist  Church 


Last  year  the  Leesville  Church  entered  the  Vernon  Parish  Church  Sports  League. 
Members  played  in  the  softball,  volley  ball  and  basketball  leagues.  The  basketball 
team  won  the  Sportsmanship  Award  and  presented  the  tropin  to  the  church  during  a 
recent  worship  service.  Shown  leil  to  right  above,  are:  Billy' Craw  ford,  Doug  Mayo. 
Dan  Olmsted,  Don  Olmsted,  and  W.  R.  Dixon.  Chairperson  of  the  Administrative 
Board,  who  received  the  trophy  for  the  church. 
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‘Simple’  approach  to  ministry 
should  be  more  widely  emulated 


SOMET/Mfc?  I  FEIL 
CRAMPEP  AND 
UMUH7  IN  WMT 
m  CAPABLE  Of 
POIN6  POK  6>OQ 


No  one  who  has  followed  evangelist 
Billy  Graham’s  remarkable  career 
should  be  surprised  by  the  numerical 
success  of  his  recent  three-month  "cru¬ 
sade"  in  England,  tapes  of  which  are  now 
being  televised  in  the  United  States 
What  was  surprising  was  the  uncharac¬ 
teristic  support  he  received  from  main¬ 
line  church  leaders  while  there,  most  no¬ 
tably  from  the  British  Methodist  Church. 

Prior  to  Mr.  Graham’s  arrival,  some 
Methodist  leaders  reportedly  hinted  that 
the  American  evangelist  was  neither 
needed  nor  welcome  in  their  country.  But 
the  Methodist  Annual  Conference  subse¬ 
quently  adopted  a  resolution  warmly 
welcoming  Mr.  Graham,  expressing  joy 
at  the  large  number  of  persons  being  led 
to  Christ  by  his  ministry,  and  urging 
Methodists  to  support  his  series  of  meet¬ 
ings  across  England. 

Mr.  Graham  later  said  the  resolution 
encouraged  him  and  was  deeply  appre¬ 
ciated.  "‘I  shall  wave  the  conference  re¬ 
solution  in  front  of  every  Methodist  in 
America,"  he  said,  half  in  jest. 

It  is  no  joking  matter  however,  that 
Mr.  Graham  would  want  the  Methodists 
and  other  mainline  Protestant  groups  in 
the  United  States  to  note  his  warm  recep¬ 
tion  in  England.  Despite  his  widespread 
popularity,  many  U.S.  church  leaders 
continue  to  be  less  than  enthusiastic  about 
Mr.  Graham’s  evangelistic  efforts.  Typi¬ 
cal  of  their  criticisms  are  that  his  version 
of  the  Christian  gospel  is  shallow  and  mis¬ 
leading,  particularly  in  its  failure  to  relate 
the  gospel  to  current  social  issues. 


We  believe  the  change  in  attitude  to¬ 
ward  Billy  Graham’s  ministry  in  Britain 
is  indeed  worthy  of  note  among  his  critics 
in  the  United  States.  The  evangelist  has 
shown  far  more  willingness  during  re¬ 
cent  years  to  admit  his  errors,  grow  in 
faith,  and  change  his  habits  than  have 
most  of  his  critics.  At  the  same  time,  Mr. 
Graham  has  preached  the  same  basic 
message  of  Jesus  Christ  as  God  s  answer 
to  human  sinfulness,  and  remained  faith¬ 
ful  to  the  same  understanding  of  his  task 
as  a  Christian  evangelist,  "in  season  and 
out,  "  for  more  than  30  years. 

Billy  Graham  insists  that  “a  simple, 
authoritative,  urgent  and  even  repetitive 
presentation  of  the  gospel  will  be  listened 
to  by  people."  He  has  demonstrated  the 
validity  of  this  conviction  time  and  again 
in  a  diversity  of  cultures  and  across  all 
age  groups.  - We  believe  it  is  time  for 
those  of  us  who  have  scoffed  at  so  simple 
an  approach  to  examine  the  correspond¬ 
ing  fruits  of  our  own  labors  in  building 
God’s  Kingdom. 

We  do  not  look  upon  Billy  Graham  as 
the  only,  or  even  the  best,  model  for 
Christian  ministry.  Most  of  us  do  need  to 
learn  how  more  readily  to  affirm  ap¬ 
proaches  that  differ  from  our  own.  From 
this  perspective,  Mr.  Graham’s  ap¬ 
proach  to  ministry  is  worthy  of  affirma¬ 
tion  by  Christians  of  all  denominations. 
We  consider  it  unlikely  that  many  local 
churches  would  be  weakened  by  the  infu¬ 
sion  of  "a  simple,  authoritative,  urgent 
and  even  repetitive  presentation  of  the 
gospel." 
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Here  I  Stand 
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Wesley  shows  how  to  treat  Bible 


MY  WIFE  HA$  A 
WAY  Of  PUTTING 
THlN6r$  INTO 
PERSPECTIVE 


By  JAMES  T.  CLEMONS 

The  subject  of  inclusive  language  in 
Bible  translation,  hymns,  prayer  books, 
and  liturgy  has  created  a  whirlwind  of 
debate  within  the  church  at  large.  Many 
on  both  sides  of  the  issue  are  convinced 
that  their  convictions  are  "right"  —  bi¬ 
blically,  traditionally  rationally,  and  ex- 
perientially.  At  the! 
same  time,  many  are| 
hurt,  threatened,  an¬ 
gered,  confused,  or 
all  of  the  above. 

United  Methodists, 
as  one  segment  of  the } 
whole,  also  are; 
caught  up  in  this  I 
swirl  of  controversy;  I 
yet,  for  all  the  soul-  James  Clemons 
searching  pain  that  goes  with  it,  it  is 
right  that  we  should  be.  Only  when  we 
struggle  to  understand  our  roots  and  tra¬ 
ditions  can  we  best  serve  the  present  age 
and  prepare  for  the  next  one.  This  is  the 
way  we  must  proceed  with  our  "theologi¬ 
cal  task"  as  set  forth  in  paragraph  69  of 
the  Book  of  Discipline. 

In  pursuing  that  theological  task  with 
respect  to  inclusive  language,  we  must 
be  aware  of  the  widest  possible  range  of 
factual  information  and  responsible  ar¬ 
gumentation.  Hasty,  binding  decisions 
made  in  the  heat  of  passionate  feelings, 
whether  in  a  local  church  or  an  annual 


conference,  are  often  shortsighted  and 
therefore  unwise. 

Part  of  the  information  United  Method¬ 
ists  should  consider  regarding  language 
changes  in  general  are  some  facts  about 
John  Wesley’s  use  of  Scripture.  In  several 
important  ways,  his  work  is  a  reminder 
that  "tampering  with  the  text,”  when 
there  are  good  reasons  for  doing  so,  is  not 
all  bad.  A  few  illustrations  from  his  work 
might  shed  some  light  on  the  larger  issue. 

Wesley  made  his  own  translation  of  the 
New  Testament  which  differed  from  the 
King  James  version  some  12,000  times. 
His  changes  often  were  based  on  Greek 
manuscripts  which  were  better  than 
those  available  to  the  translators  of  the 
King  James  Version.  In  striving  for  clar¬ 
ity  for  his  English  readers,  Wesley  often 
improved  the  English  text  even  when  the 
Greek  was  not  in  question.  Some  of  these 
language  changes,  however,  were  based 
purely  on  theological  convictions. 

Such  are  the  observations  noted  by 
Professor  Robin  Scroggs  in  an  article 
published  in  The  Journal  of  Bible  and  Re¬ 
ligion  in  1960.  In  a  more  recent  state¬ 
ment,  Professor  R.  Larry  Shelton  has 
pointed  out  that  Wesley  made  such  sig¬ 
nificant  changes,  all  the  while  believing 
in  a  doctrine  of  biblical  inspiration. 

Wesley’s  sermons  also  show  that  he 
frequently  preferred  his  own  translation 
of  the  Hebrew  and  Greek  texts  to  that  of 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing, the  church.  This  week's  contribu-  . 
tor,  James  T.  Clemons,  is  professor  of  t 
New  Testament  at  Wesley  Theological  j 
Seminary  in  Washington,  D.C.  and  a- 
clergy  member  of  United  Methodism's  , 
North  Arkansas  Annual  Conference. 

the  Authorized  (King  James)  Version. 
Occasionally,  he  would  include  the  actual 
foreign  words.  Such  changes  were  by  no 
means  limited  to  those  early  sermons 
preached  at  Oxford,  but  they  occur  in 
sermons  published  for  a  wide  audience  of., 
readers,  Methodist  and  otherwise,  in  his., 
own  day. 

Thus,  by  noting  what  Wesley  actually  , 
did  with  Scripture,  in  his  translation,, 
commentary  (New  Testament  Notes), 
and  in  his  sermons,  we  understand  more 
clearly  what  Wesley  actually  meant  (and,, 
did  not  mean)  by  his  beliefs  in  inspiration, 
and  literalism. 

In  the  inclusive  language  controversy 
among  United  Methodists,  any  recourse 
to  "the  Wesleyan  tradition’’  should  see, 
the  openness  with  which  Wesley  himself- 
approached  biblical  language,  his, 
reliance  upon  sound,  critical  scholarship, 
and  his  use  of  the  language  both  to  reflect 
his  theological  concerns  and  to  meet  the- 
needs  of  the  church  in  his  own  time. 


My  Witness 

Husband’s  commitment  to  wife  shows  depths  of  love 


A  worthy  mission  by  Mr.  Graham 


While  resting  in  Europe  from  his  re¬ 
cently-completed  mission  to  England 
(see  preceding  editorial),  evangelist 
Billy  Graham  understandably  "ago¬ 
nized"  over  whether  to  accept  an  invita¬ 
tion  to  preach  later  this  month  in  the  So¬ 
viet  Union. 

Mr.  Graham  was  the  target  of  sharp 
criticism  for  accepting  a  similar  invita¬ 
tion  two,  years  ago.  He  was  especially 
criticized  for  suggesting  that  Soviet 
Christians  have  more  religious  freedom 
and  suffer  less  religious  persecution  than 
most  Americans  assume.  The  evangelist 
also  was  chastised  for  not  denouncing  So¬ 
viet  policy  and  defending  American  po¬ 
licy  related  to  the  build-up  of  nuclear 
weapons. 

Mr.  Graham  says  now,  as  he  did  two 
years  ago,  that  he  intends  to  avoid  polit¬ 
ical  or  ideological  involvements  during 
his  visit  on  Soviet  soil.  "I  am  going  solely 
as  an  ambassador  of  Jesus  Christ,"  he 
said. 

That  is  a  worthy  mission,  and  we  com¬ 
mend  Mr.  Graham  for  refusing  to  make 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  captive  to  any 
nationality,  political  group  or  ideological 
interest.  We  are  made  uncomfortable, 
however,  by  words  that  suggest  a  "purely 
spiritual”  character  to  any  mission  en¬ 
terprise. 

We  hope  that  Mr.  Graham  will  resist 
the  temptation  to  shrink  back  into  a  safe 
"spiritual  cocoon”  from  the  refreshingly 
prophetic  tone  and  substance  of  his  mes¬ 
sage  in  Moscow  two  years  ago.  At  that 
time  he  pronounced  at  least  a  mild  "‘pox 
on  both  your  houses”  to  both  super¬ 
powers.  He  risked  the  ire  of  his  Soviet 
hosts  by  visiting  with  some  Christian  dis¬ 
sidents  who  since  have  been  allowed  to 
leave  the  Soviet  Union.  Simply  by  de¬ 
ciding  to  go  to  the  Soviet  Union  again. 
Mr.  Graham  unavoidably  has  become  in¬ 
volved  in  a  host  of  issues  with  political 
and  ideological  implications,  including 
the  interpretations  placed  on  his  visit  by 
American  and  Soviet  officials. 

We  pray  God’s  blessings  upon  Billy 
Graham  as  he  seeks  to  be  an  "  ambassa¬ 
dor  for  Christ”  to  the  Soviet  people  and  to 
others  around  the  world.  At  the  same 
time,  we  pray  that  God  will  empower  Mr. 
Graham  fearlessly  to  pronounce  God’s 


1 


jaunijiaifl 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 

Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  HI;  Director  of  Operations  & 
Personnel.  Daniel  J.  Louis;  Business: 
William  C.  Strickland,  Circulation  Direc¬ 
tor;  Ken  Thornton,  Comptroller  Confer¬ 
ence  Editions:  Donald  Small,  Assistant 
Editor;  Local  Editions:  John  Lehman. 
Assistant  Editor;  Editorial:  John  A. 

;  Lovelace,  Managing  Editor;  Roy  Beck. 

;  Douglas  Cannon ;  Roberta  B.  Sappington 
'  and  Stephen  Swecker,  Associate  Edi- 
!  tors;  Sheron  Covington  Patterson  and 
;  Susan  Carroll,  Staff  Writers;  Pro- 
;  duction:  George  Wilhelm.  Manager; 

•  Victor  Garza,  Composition  Manager; 

!  Cecil  Copeland,  Data  Processing  and 
Mailing  Manager. 

The  l  niled  Methodist  Reporter  IlfKPSKlSWI 
, owned  by  United  .Methodist  conferences  of  Texas  and 
New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the  Newspaper 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  (  ommunications 
Council.  2520  W.  Commerce  St..  Dallas.  TX  75212.  at 
-j  continuation  of  the  IlH-vear  tradition  of  the  Texat 
-Methodist  newspaper.  The  Reporter  maintains  no  of 
■fldal  ties  to  the  United  Methodist  (ieneral  Confer 
’ence  or  any  of  the  denomination's  general  hoards  or 
agencies  but  does  serve  as  the  official  publication  lor 
•to  annual  conferences  that  publish  regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editorial 
4>olic>  aimed  at  providing  a  broad  spectrum  of  infor¬ 
mation  and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the  pluralism 
of  United  Methodism.  Editorial  opinions  arr  not 
necessarily  those  of  the  publisher  or  of  the  confer¬ 
ences  served  by  the  Reporter  but  represent  the  \  iews 
‘/nt  the  Reporter  s  editorial  staff.  Signed  letters  and 
opinion  articles  reflect  the  views  of  the  author  and 
jnot  necessarily  those  of  the  Reporter  staff.  Raid  ads 
are  screened  before  acceptance  but  not  rditoriall; 
endorsed. 

SEND  CORRESPONDENCE  AND 
ADDRESS  CHANGES  TO: 

P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275 
Phone  .  (214)630-6495 
( Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes. ) 
Individual  subscriptions:  $12  per  year  for  national 
edition,  rates  for  Annual  Conference  editions  avail 
able  upon  request 

<  Second  Class  Postage  paid  in  Dallas.  Texas 

!  POSTMASTER :  Please  send  address 
;  changes  to:  The  United  Methodist  Re- 
\  porter.  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  TX 
:  75266-0275. 


judgment  on  “the  evils  we  deplore," 
even  at  the  risk  of  being  politically  un¬ 
popular  or  misunderstood.  If  his  role  as 
“ambassador  for  Christ"  should  again 
cause  some  persons  to  look  upon  Mr. 
Graham  as  a  "fool  for  Christ,"  we  hope 
he  will  accept  that  label  as  a  badge  of 
honor,  not  of  ridicule. 


By  SUE  TOWNS 
Today  I  saw  love.  I  saw  two  hands  in¬ 
tertwined  —  one  hand  led  the  way;  the 
other  followed  with  trust.  I  saw  them,  a 
man  and  a  woman,  as  they  came  in  the 
door  at  Christian  Community  Ministries, 
a  Christian  relief  agency  located  in  Mon¬ 
roe,  Louisiana.  It  is  sponsored  by  many 
churches  in  one  community.  Various  de¬ 
nominations  work  together  to  relieve  the 
pain  for  those  who  are  poor,  those  who 
have  suffered  loss,  or  those  who  seem  to 
have  lost  the  way  in  a  world  which  some¬ 
times  overpowers  them. 


These  hands  belonged  one  to  a  hus¬ 
band,  the  other  to  his  wife.  She  was  ill 
and  he  was  careful  of  her  faltering  steps 
as  she  walked  beside  him.  And  then  they 
sat  together  at  the  receiving  desk. 

The  husband  had  come  seeking  help  in 
finding  someone  to  stay  with  his  wife 
while  he  was  away  at  work  during  the 
day.  Her  large  blue  eyes  watched  as  he 
told  of  her  stroke  and  of  her  slow  but 
steady  recovery.  Each  time  he  paused  it 
was  to  return  a  smile  to  this  frail  and  si¬ 
lent  wife  who  sat  beside  him. 

The  discussion  was  centered  on  obtain¬ 


ing  someone  to  help  in  their  home.  But 
when  no  possibilities  were  in  sight,  the 
talk  turned  to  alternative  care  such  as  a 
nursing  home  facility.  Until  then  the  hus¬ 
band  had  spoken  only  of  his  wife's  need, 
but  now  he  turned  his  face  slowly  to  mine 
and  spoke  from  the  depths  of  his  own 
heart;  “No,  that  would  not  do  ...  I  want 
Mae  at  home ...  I  need  her  there." 

"I  need  her  there."  Those  words 
stayed  with  me  for  a  long  while.  Words 
spoken  by  a  gentle  man,  who  when  his 
wife  could  no  longer  function  in  life’s 
day-to-dav  routine  of  life,  still  knew  her 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through - 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian  ' 
life.  This  week's  contributor.  Sue  Towns, ' 
is  a  member  of  First  UMC,  Monroe,  Loui- , 
siana  (Louisiana  Conference). _ 

as  the  mother  of  his  children,  his  lifelong 
companion,  and  the  person  in  the  world 
who  meant  more  to  him  than  any  other. 

I  am  glad  that  I  was  there  today  be¬ 
cause  it  was  the  day  that  God  showed  me 
a  little  more  of  love  than  I  have  ever 
known  before. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

United  Methodism  should  not  rescue  Oral  Roberts 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  not  one  to  write  letters  to  editors, 
but  on  this  one  occasion  I  am  forced  to 
make  an  exception.  I  am  writing  regard¬ 
ing  Spurgeon  Dunnam ’s  interpretive 
analysis  concerning  the  City  of  Faith 
(see  UMR,  Aug.  24). 

I  beg  to  differ  strongly  concerning  the 
attitude  that  we  should  look  upon  Oral 
Roberts  as  “one  of  us."  He  never  looked 
upon  himself  as  one  of  us.  In  my  opinion 
and  that  of  many  others.  Oral  joined  to 
have  the  respectability  of  being  looked 
upon  as  a  Methodist,  thereby  enhancing 
his  ability  and  broadening  his  base  to  se¬ 
cure  increased  donations  for  HIS  minis¬ 
try,  not  that  of  United  Methodism. 

Also  we  as  United  Methodists  have  in 
no  way  failed  him  and  in  no  way  should 
attempt  to  perform  any  type  of  rescue 
mission.  His  great  mass  of  stone  should 
be  left  standing  as  a  tribute  to  one  man’s 
ego  and  as  a  monument  to  the  misuse  of 
the  widow’s  mite.  He  has  never  really 
embraced  our  basic  Methodist  doctrines 
and  has  robbed  many  churches  through¬ 
out  the  land  of  offerings  that  would  have 
been  put  to  better  use  by  persuading 
many  church  members  to  split  their  do¬ 
nations  by  sending  a  donation  on  a  regu¬ 
lar  basis  to  him. 

In  my  opinion  he  is  nothing  but  a  quasi¬ 
faith-healer  and  his  son  is  following  in  his 
steps  because  faith-healing  exhibitions 
bring  in  the  cash.  I  caught  his  son  on  a 
radio  broadcast  in  which  he  performed 
three  faith-healings  in  15  minutes  of  air 
time.  Even  Jesus  at  the  height  of  his  min¬ 
istry  was  not  credited  with  a  perfor¬ 
mance  such  as  that. 

Oral  Roberts  is  a  reminder  to  us  of  the 
pre-reformation  Popes  who  felt  that  the 
Lord  would  have  them  build  great  edi¬ 
fices  to  His  name  by  any  means  available 
and  a  reminder  to  us  of  the  Scribes  and 
Pharisees  who  would  set  the  pattern  of 
life  for  the  people  of  God. 

I  feel  you  should  make  some  sort  of  re¬ 
traction  to  offset  any  harm  done  by  Mr. 
Dunnam ’s  article. 

Fred  Witta  Jr. 

Benton  Harbor,  Michigan 

Board  of  trustees  needs 

to  take  control  at  ORU 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  Spurgeon  Dun¬ 
nam 's  article  concerning  the  problems  at 
Oral  Roberts  University  and  the  City  of 
Faith  (see  UMR,  Aug.  24). 

I  have  been  an  admirer  of  Oral  Roberts 
University  for  some  time.  One  of  my 
daughters  graduated  from  ORU  in  1983 
and  another  attended  there  for  one  year. 
The  academic  and  spiritual  atmosphere 
of  Oral  Roberts  University  is  excellent. 
But  I  want  to  say  that  Mr.  Dunnam's 
analysis  is  on  target.  The  concerns  he 
raises  and  the  solutions  proposed  are 
some  of  those  we  have  shared  together  as 
a  family. 

I,  for  one,  would  like  to  see  Oral  Ro¬ 
berts  University  saved.  But  I  have  not 
wanted  to  make  any  contributions  to  the 
school  because  of  the  possibility  of 
moneys  from  the  school  being  funnelled 
to  the  Evangelistic  Association. 

There  is  one  point  that  you  could  have 
emphasized  stronger,  and  that  is  that  the 
board  of  trustees  needs  to  be  more  asser¬ 
tive  in  its  leadership.  I  have  known  men 
who  served  on  the  board  in  the  past,  and  I 
have  been  left  with  the  impression  that 
agreement  with  Oral  Roberts  is  essential 
for  continued  board  membership. 

My  daughters  and  their  friends  have 
shared  in  discussions  that  have  made  me 
aware  of  numerous  concerns  shared  by 
much  of  the  student  body.  One  of  these  is 
the  perpetuation  of  the  family  control  of 


Oral  Roberts’  ministry.  Mr.  Roberts  has 
offered  superb  leadership.  His  sensitivity 
to  the  leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  evi¬ 
dent  to  me.  I  hope  your  article  will  be 
read  with  openness  so  that  both  Oral  Ro-„ 
berts  and  the  United  Methodist  Church 
can  benefit  by  the  continuation  of  Oral 
Roberts  University’s  influence  on  the 
Christian  community. 

Clarence  House 
Dallas,  Texas 

Analysis  of  hospital’s  plight 
shows  exceptional  balance 

To  the  Editor : 

Spurgeon  Dunnam's  August  24  “inter¬ 
pretive  analysis"  of  the  "City  of  Faith" 
was  extremely  informative  and  insight¬ 
ful  to  me. 

I  am  always  amazed  at  your  extraordi¬ 
nary  balance  on  an  issue.  I  have  trouble 
"taking  the  time"  to  read  editorials  in 
the  daily  newspaper,  but  I  enjoy  reading 
your  editorials  as  much  as  I  do  a  good 
novel.  I  want  you  to  know  that  your  work 
is  appreciated. 

Oakley  W.  Melton  III 
Mobile,  Alabama 

Author  of  article  has 
much  to  learn  about  faith 

To  the  Editor: 

The  August  24  article  on  the  City  of 
Faith  by  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  Re¬ 
porter  editor,  is  written  in  a  manner  that 
shows  his  interest  in  being  fair  to  a  well- 
meaning  Oral  Roberts. 

The  article  also  illustrates  what  is 
wrong  with  United  Methodism  today. 

Mr.  Dunnam  obviously  has  no  concep¬ 
tion  of  what  faith  is  and  accuses  Mr.  Ro¬ 
berts  of  bad  theology  while  making  a 
glaring  theological  error  of  his  own  on 
the  same  subject. 

He  says,  "Faith  and  facts  are  usually 
complementary,  not  contradictory."  The 
Word  of  God  says,  "Faith  is  the  evidence 
of  things  not  seen."  When  the  Israelites 
crossed  the  Jordan  on  dry  ground,  the 
fact  is  that  it  was  in  full  flood  before  they 
took  that  first  step.  To  use  Mr.  Dunnam’s 
words,  they  had  to  violate  common  sense 
and  "set  aside  their  minds." 

I  believe  that  Mr.  Dunnam  has  much  to 
learn  about  faith.  And  as  to  the  question 
about  what  United  Methodism  should  do 
with  Oral  Roberts,  I  have  a  suggestion: 
Try  loving  him.  Robert  W.  Miller 

Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

City  of  Faith 
analysis  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

I  enjoyed  Spurgeon  Dunnam’s  article 
on  the  "‘City  of  Faith"  because  it  was 
written  in  a  supportive  manner  yet  point 
ing  out  apparent  problems  (see  UMR, 
Aug.  24).  Perhaps  we  should  all  pray  for 
the  Lord’s  guidance  to  lead  Oral  Roberts, 
our  church  leaders,  the  "partners”  and 
other  interested  persons  to  a  solution  that 
will  allow  the  ministries  to  continue  to 
the  glory  of  our  Lord  God. 

In  the  same  issue  Mr.  Davis  of  New 
Mexico  questioned  the  need  for  a  "new. 
up-to-date  hymnal."  Perhaps  before  we 
consider  changing  the  content  of  the 
hymnal  or  producing  a  supplemental 
Christian  song  book,  we  should  come 
forth  with  an  edition  of  our  present  hym¬ 
nal  in  large  print! 

Several  other  mainline  churches  have 
done  so  to  their  credit  and  our  neglect.  A 
large  number  of  our  members  are  older 
and  have  varying  degrees  of  sight  prob¬ 
lems.  Larger  print  would  enable  them  to 
share  a  hymnal  more  easily.  When  our 
church  needed  to  purchase  a  quantity  of 


new  hymnals,  we  inquired  if  they  could 
be  large  print  to  at  least  make  them 
available  to  those  most  in  need.  We  were 
disappointed  to  discover  that  the  largest 
of  the  mainline  churches  does  not  have 
such  an  edition. 

Roger  and  Mary  Unterberg 
Sugar  Grove,  Illinois 

UMC  doesn’t  need 
likes  of  Oral  Roberts 

To  the  Editor : 

I  am  a  54-year  old,  life-time  Methodist 
and  have  spent  some  20  years  abroad 
(West  Africa;  Europe-Germany  and  Yu¬ 
goslavia;  and  the  Far  East-People’s  Re¬ 
public  of  China  and  Laos)  and  NEVER 
have  I  had  a  Methodist  minister  tell  me 
of  his  “vision  of  God”  nor  refer  to  me  (or 
the  congregants)  as  an  "enemy  of  the 
faith"  nor  a  “tool  of  the  devil."  I  refer,  of 
course,  to  Spurgeon  Dunnam’s  August  24 
interpretive  analysis  headlined  "City  of 
Faith:  Too  heavy  a  vision  or  one  that 
should  be  saved?" 

I  don’t  think  Methodism  wants  or  needs 
pretentious  temples  to  minister  to  the 
body  and/or  soul  —  especially  when  the 
so-called  divine  vision  (yes,  I  do  doubt 
the  sincerity  of  those  who  profess  to  such 
visions )  yields  a  gigantic  white  elephant ! 

The  fact  that  the  Baptists  have  Billy 
Graham,  who  is  naively  persuaded  that 
the  Soviet  Union  enjoys  “freedom"  of  re¬ 
ligion,  does  not  mean  that  United  Meth¬ 
odists  need  an  Oral  Roberts,  who,  Mr. 
Dunnam  virtually  admits,  is  not  ready 
for  dialogue  and  isn’t  at  all  inclined  to 
confess  error  of  any  kind. 

What  to  do  with  the  City  of  Faith  and 
Oral  Roberts?  Who  needs  them?  Cer¬ 
tainly  not  the  poor  who  are  cajoled  by 
voice-synthesized  telephone  calls  "beg¬ 
ging"  for  more  contributions.  When  law¬ 
yers  abuse  their  role,  they  are  disbarred ; 
when  medical  men  abuse  theirs,  they 
lose  their  licenses;  when  preachers 
abuse  their  calling,  they  should  be  “de¬ 
frocked"!  Better  fewer  United  Method¬ 
ists  without  Oral  Roberts  than  more  with 
him.  Un-Christian?  Perhaps,  but  not 

na* *Ve  Elizabeth  A.  Sher 

Windom,  Minnesota 

‘Someone  must 

be  able  to  dream’ 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  Spurgeon  Dunnam’s  long 
discussion  about  Oral  Roberts  and  "The 
City  of  Faith,"  I  have  felt  impelled  to 
write. 

Someone  must  be  able  to  dream.  Oral 
Roberts  has  done  that.  We,  the  great 
United  Methodist  Church,  should  get  be¬ 
hind  that  dream  and  bring  it  to  fruition. 

I  don’t  believe  he  over-dreamed;  I  be¬ 
lieve  God  is  looking  to  us  to  put  our 
strength  together  and  make  a  mighty  ad¬ 
vance  in  the  world.  Our  world  is  evil  and 
sad  as  it  is.  We  need  to  change  our  world, 
to  get  behind  a  great  dream. 

Hazel  S.  Bryan 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

We  need  to  recall 
Oral  Roberts’  vision 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  Spurgeon 
Dunnam's  "interpretive  analysis"  head¬ 
lined  “City  of  Faith:  Too  heavy  a  vision 
or  one  that  should  be  saved?”  in  the  Au¬ 
gust  24  issue.  This  editorial  frequently  re¬ 
ferred  to  “the  vision”  out  of  which  the  City 
of  Faith  grew.  However,  there  was  no 
description  of  the  actual  nature  of  the  vi¬ 
sion.  It  was  intimated  that  the  vision  was 
born  of  Mr.  Oral  Roberts’  desire  to  treat 
“the  whole  person  —  body  and  soul." 

Have  we  forgotten  that  the  "vision"  in 


question  was  nothing  less  than  the  very 
Son  of  God,  and  a  900-foot  Son  of  God  at 
that?  This  “vision"  was,  according  to 
Mr.  Roberts,  not  born  of  a  well  calculated 
desire  to  provide  a  particular  type  of 
health  care  but  of  a  promise  made  in  a 
personal  communication  by  none  other 
than  Jesus  the  Christ.  Mr.  Roberts  says 
Jesus  promised  that  if  he  would  but  build 
this  City  of  Faith,  it  would  not  only  have 
His  blessing  but  He  would  return  after 
the  hospital’s  completion  and  provide 
Mr.  Roberts  with  the  necessary  informa¬ 
tion  to  find  a  cure  for  cancer. 

This  fact  must  be  kept  in  mind  by  any¬ 
one  who  intends  to  seriously  analyze  the 
current  situation.  If,  as  Mr.  Dunnam  sug¬ 
gests,  the  problems  being  experienced  by 
the  City  of  Faith  are  the  result  of  the  "fal¬ 
libility  of  the  human  instrument  to  which 
it  was  entrusted  for  implementation," 
then  we  are  left  with  only  three  possible 
conclusions:  (1)  Jesus  dealt  quite  frau¬ 
dulently  with  Mr.  Roberts;  (2)  Jesus  pro¬ 
mised  more  than  He  was  capable  of  de¬ 
livering;  or  (3)  Mr.  Roberts  dealt  quite 
fraudulently  with  the  rest  of  us.  Resolv¬ 
ing  this  conflict  is  imperative;  if  we  are 
to  become  involved  in  this  project,  we 
must  know  what  kind  of  individuals  — 
human  and  divine  —  that  we  are  dealing 
with. 


Should  we  as  a  church  "bail  out"  Mr. 
Roberts  and  his  “ministries”?  I  honestly 
do  not  know.  I  obviously  have  some  deep 
reservations  about  the  church  becoming 
very  deeply  involved  in  the  Oral  Roberts 
ministries.  I  for  one  intend  to  wait  and 
see  what  the  900-foot  Jesus  has  to  say  be¬ 
fore  I  commit  myself. 

Kenneth  Calhoun 
Tyler,  Texas 

What  about  the  wives? 

To  the  Editor : 

In  making  plans  for  the  Methodist  Bi¬ 
centennial,  we  hear  frequent  mention  of 
the  circuit  riders,  but  never  do  we  hear 
mention  of  their  wives  who  stayed  at 
home. 

My  grandfather  was  a  circuit  rider  and 
was  gone  for  weeks  at  a  time,  leaving  his 
wife  to  cope  with  the  small  amounts  of 
money  he  could  send  her.  From  letters 
we  have  that  she  wrote  to  family  mem¬ 
bers,  we  know  of  her  hardships.  His  obi¬ 
tuary  mentioned  the  churches  he  estab¬ 
lished  and  the  souls  he  saved  but  what  of 
the  saint  he  left  alone  with  the  family 
problems? 

Don’t  we  owe  the  wives  some  credit  for 
the  work  the  circuit  riders  accom¬ 
plished? 

Mary  Louise  Davis 
Neosho,  Missouri 


On  the  UMR  Beat 


‘Trusf  in  God’ a  worthy- 
example  to  set  for  others 


John  Lovelace 

The  undertaker’s  tent  groaned  in  the 
hot  wind,  but  30  persons  or  so  found  com¬ 
fort  in  its  shade  as  we  paid  last  respects 
at  the  graveside  of  a  favorite  aunt. 

She  was  my  mother’s  oldest  sister  and 
the  nearest  thing  in  my  family  to  a  “re¬ 
naissance”  person— writer,  historian, 
hunter,  fisherman,  artist,  gardener.  But 
all  of  that  was  years  ago.  Now  Floy  Olym¬ 
pia  Crandall  Hodge  was  dead  at  age  85. 

Less  than  100  feet  from  her  graveside 
in  Fannin  County,  Texas,  were  several 
tombstones  with  a  name  even  more  fa¬ 
miliar  to  me  —  Lovelace. 

Under  two  lie  my  paternal  grandpar¬ 
ents.  Under  another  lies  another  favorite 
aunt  who  never  married  but  who 
showered  gifts  and  love  on  her  nephews 
and  nieces. 

I’ve  visited  those  graves  several  times 
and  have  gone  from  them  each  time  re¬ 
freshed  in  self-understanding  and  more 
mindful  of  the  mortality  we  all  share. 

One  which  especially  caught  my  eye  on 
this  hot  Sunday  afternoon  was  the  tomb¬ 
stone  of  yet  another  man  named  Love¬ 
lace.  Mat  (short  for  Matthew,  so  I  am 
told)  Lovelace,  a  brother  of  my  grand¬ 


father. 

The  brief  epitaph  on  Mat  Lovelace’s 
stone  reads,  “He  trusted  in  God.” 

I  never  knew  this  man.  He  died  several 
years  before  i  was  born.  But  I  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  he  did  trust  in  God 
and  that  he  lived  so  that  this  trust  was  ob¬ 
vious  to  others. 

Trusting  in  God  is  an  ancient  tradition, 
yet  it  remains  as  fresh  as  the  newest 
new-born  child.  Does  my  life  bear  wit¬ 
ness  to  this  fact?  Am  I  worthy  of  the 
name  and  the  example  which  Mat  Love¬ 
lace  set  for  me?  Will  others  who  look  at 
my  life  be  inspired  to  trust  in  God?  I  can 
only  hope  so  and  try  to  remain  aware  of 
the  effects  my  life  has  on  others. 
_ -JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
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Single  adults 


Older  persons ,  ethnic  minorities  have  varying  needs  for  ministries 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  is  the  second 
in  a  two-part  series  on  United  Methodist 
ministries  to  single  adults  —  persons 
widowed,  divorced  or  never  married. 
This  article  looks  particularly  at  needs  of 
older  adults,  at  how  ethnic  minority  adult 
ministries  vary  one  from  another,  and  at 
how  the  ecumenical  approach  has  proven 
effective  in  some  adult  ministries. 

By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

Although  often  overlooked  by  church¬ 
es,  persons  over  age  65  make  up  the  larg¬ 
est  segment  of  single  adults.  Usually  sin¬ 
gle  because  of  the  death  of  a  spouse,  old¬ 
er  singles  typically  seek  the  companion¬ 
ship  of  friends. 

•‘I  get  so  busy  until  there  are  not 
enough  hours  in  the  day,”  said  73  year- 
old  Oadney  Jones,  describing  her  in¬ 
volvement  with  the  Soaring  Singles 
group  at  the  450-member  Goodyear 
Heights  UMC  in  Akron,  Ohio. 

The  group’s  20  members  range  in  age 
from  28  to  73  and  are  not  all  United 
Methodists.  "Despite  those  differences,  I 
feel  we  are  all  in  the  same  boat,”  she 
said.  "We  are  single. 

‘Singles  depend  on  me* 

“Our  purpose  is  not  for  religious  en¬ 
richment;  we  get  that  in  worship  service. 
We  have  come  together  to  provide  friend¬ 
ship,  support  and  to  ease  loneliness,”  she 
said.  "The  singles  depend  on  me  and  I 
feel  needed.” 

Other  small  United  Methodist  church¬ 
es  have  responded  to  the  needs  of  single 
adults. 

When  the  Rev.  Bill  Haire  was  pastor  of 
150-member  St.  Mark  UMC  in  Belmont, 
N.C.,  two  years  ago,  the  congregation  de¬ 
cided  it  was  time  to  start  a  singles  group. 

“There  was  nothing  happening  in  the 
community  for  single  adults.  Everything 
constructive  was  basically  family-orient¬ 
ed.  But,  the  congregation  was  interested 
in  drawing  in  new  members,"  he  said. 

The  final  product  was  a  25-member 
tightly  knit  group  ranging  in  ages  from  25 
through  60.  The  bulk  of  their  activities  in¬ 
volved  fellowship  at  movies  or  eating 
out. 

“Most  singles  groups  are  in  large,  af¬ 
fluent  churches,”  he  said.  "I’m  sure  that 
the  singles  at  St.  Mark  could  have  joined 
larger  groups  at  other  churches,  but  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  there  was  a  socio-economic  at¬ 
traction  at  St.  Mark.  They  were  all  tex¬ 
tile  workers  and  basically  enjoyed  one 
another’s  company.” 

United  Methodists  are  sharing  the 
healing  power  they  have  found  in  minis¬ 
tries  with  single  adults  from  a  host  of  oth¬ 
er  denominations  and  religions. 

Group  has  ecumenical  appeal 

The  Rev.  Russell  Clark,  associate  pas¬ 
tor  at  Hyde  Park  UMC  in  Cincinnati,  di¬ 
rects  a  singles  program  started  40  years 
ago.  Mr.  Clark  has  been  singles  director 
for  the  past  six  years. 

Cited  in  an  article  on  singles  in  a  recent 
U.S.  News  and  World  Report  magazine, 
the  program  brings  together  2,000  single 
adults  of  all  ages.  Only  15  percent  are 
members  of  Hyde  Park  church.  The  re¬ 
maining  85  percent  are  United  Metho¬ 
dists  from  other  congregations,  Baptists, 
Lutherans,  Catholics,  and  Jews. 

“We’ve  studied  this  ecumenical  influx 
over  the  years  and  determined  that  it 
stems  from  the  rigid  stances  taken  on  di¬ 
vorce  and  remarriage  in  religions  such 
as  Judaism  and  Catholicism,”  explained 
Mr.  Clark. 

“However,  singles  in  any  church  are 
likely  to  face  opposition,”  he  observed. 
"We  have  members  of  the  congregation 
who  hold  the  theological  position  that 
marriage  is  the  only  God-ordained  way 
of  life.  They  ask,  ‘Why  do  we  condone  di¬ 
vorce?’  Our  answer  is,  ‘We  accept  it  as 
reality.’  ” 

Mr.  Clark  mentioned  a  second  area  of 
difficulty  —  positioning  the  singles  minis¬ 
try  within  the  total  church. 

“People  consider  us  a  para-church  or¬ 
ganization  because  we  have  so  many  out¬ 


side  members  and  because  singles  are 
just  a  different  type  of  people. 

“My  role  as  singles  director  is  to 
bridge  that  gap.  I  help  channel  singles  in¬ 
to  church  membership  and  participation 
with  the  larger  congregation,”  Mr.  Clark 
said. 

Another  problem  that  plagues  singles 
ministries,  large  or  small,  he  added,  is 
the  “meat  market”  or  dating  club  stereo¬ 
type.  “We  have  the  meat  market’ 
problem  here,  too,  even  though  we  stress 
a  spiritual  ministry,”  he  said. 

Bishop  advocates  expansion 

Bishop  Emerson  Colaw,  of  Minnesota, 
former  pastor  at  Hyde  Park  UMC  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  supported  the  singles  ministry' 
while  there  and  advocates  that  more 
United  Methodist  congregations  should 
have  them. 

“Single  adults  are  a  significant  part  of 
our  population.  Traditionally,  the  church 
represents  the  family.  Unless  we  broad¬ 
en  that  concept  of  being  family  oriented 
and  do  it  soon,  we  will  exclude  many,”  he 
warned. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  should 
be  addressing  this  group  with  skill  and 
competency.  We  should  see  it  as  an  ecu¬ 
menical  ministry,”  Bishop  Colaw  said. 

“One  of  the  greatest  problems,"  he 
added,  "is  attitude.  People  aren't  inter¬ 
ested  until  it  involves  them.  I  became  in¬ 
terested  in  singles  ministries  when  my 
daughter’s  needs  as  a  single  young 
woman  sensitized  me." 

Recently-elected  Bishop  Judith  Craig 
of  the  Michigan  Area,  United  Meth¬ 
odism's  only  active  episcopal  leader  who 
has  never  married,  believes  the  denomi¬ 
nation  is  at  a  beginning  point  in  address¬ 
ing  the  needs  of  single  adults. 


“When  I  was  in  my  20s  and  not  yet 
comfortable  with  my  singleness  I  felt  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  church,”  she  recalled. 
"Many  churches  image  themselves  after 
the  nuclear  family.  However  times  arc 
changing,  and  nuclear  families  are  no 
longer  the  majority. 

“When  I  became  Christian  education 
director  at  my  church  I  worked  to  help 
the  congregation’s  members  re-define 
family  to  include  single  adults,"  she  said. 

“I  have  found  that  some  singles  would 
rather  be  a  part  of  the  larger  worship¬ 
ping  congregation  than  of  the  specialized 
singles  groups,  but  they  feel  unwanted.” 

Bishop  Craig  added,  “Single  adults  are 
a  field  for  evangelism.  As  they  increase 
perhaps  so  can  the  church. " 

Some  United  Methodist  ethnic  minori¬ 
ty  congregations  have  responded  to  the 
needs  of  single  adults,  but  cultural  differ¬ 
ences  are  evident  among  these  singles 
ministries. 

Ron  Barton  of  Dallas  is  president  of  the 
Rio  Grande  Conference  Single  Young 
Adult  group,  an  informal  organization 
which  unites  young  Hispanics  in  the  con¬ 
ference's  four  districts. 

Formed  during  the  1960s  by  Hispanic 
youth  who  felt  a  void  after  graduating 
from  their  local  church  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowships,  about  170  members 
ages  18-35  are  on  the  roll. 

“In  the  Hispanic  culture  the  emphasis 
is  on  the  family,"  Mr.  Barton  explained. 
“The  majority  of  the  singles  are  attached 
to  their  families  and  the  church.  They 
are  very  conservative. 

“The  group’s  purpose  is  to  help  singles 
mature,”  he  explained.  "It  is  a  Christian 
identity  group  for  us.” 

According  the  Rev.  George  Nishikawa 


in  the  Asian  American  community,  mar¬ 
riage  is  still  stressed  but  culture  is  not 
standing  still. 

"There  are  growing  numbers  of  Asian 
American  singles  who  have  been  neglect¬ 
ed  spiritually  and  socially.  They  feel 
lonely  and  disconnected.  They  also  have 
a  deep  desire  to  come  together  for  sup¬ 
port,"  said  Mr.  Nishikawa. 

“We  started  a  program  here  at  Cente¬ 
nary  UMC  in  Los  Angeles  a  year  ago  for 
the  two  singles  groups  in  our  unique  con¬ 
gregations.  The  Japanese-speaking 
group  has  12  members  and  25  members 
participate  in  the  English-speaking 
group.  Most  of  these  persons  are  divorced, 
in  their  late  30s  and  are  single  parents. 

Program  offers  friendship 

“A  Friend  Along  the  Way”  is  the  motto 
of  the  single  adults  program  at  Holman 
UMC,  a  2,600-member  black  congrega¬ 
tion  in  Los  Angeles. 

“Most  unmarried  adults  are  in  the 
church  because  they  recognize  the  black 
church  traditionally  to  be  a  safe,  all-en¬ 
compassing  center  of  activity,"  stated 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Hill,  associate  pastor. 
“These  same  adults  see  the  church  as  a 
place  to  build  a  home. 

"In  that  building  process  we  all  need  a 
friend  to  trust,"  he  explained  "From 
that  need  came  the  idea  for  Sojourners,  a 
20-member  singles  group  composed  of 
young  professional  blacks  ages  20-40  who 
have  moved  into  a  more  settled  lifestyle. 

“The  group’s  purpose  is  strictly  be¬ 
friending  new  members  and  helping 
them  move  into  the  larger  church  body. 
We  tried  fellowship-oriented  groups  but 
phased  them  out  because  they  tend  to 
create  cliques  and  have  a  short  produc- 
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A  few  quiet  moments  at  the  keyboard  help  relieve  the  loneliness  of  one 
older  single  adult.  Leaders  in  singles  ministries  say  loneliness  is  one  of  the 
greatest  fears  singles  have. 


tive  life,"  he  said.  “Also  we  phased  out 
use  of  the  words  single  adults'  because 
blacks  are  trying  to  fight  the  single  stig¬ 
ma,  the  negative  stereotype  that  suggests 
an  inability  to  marry  or  a  wild  lifestyle.” 

Programs  offered  for  years 

Many  persons  criticize  what  they  feel 
is  United  Methodism’s  sluggish  over¬ 
all  emphasis  on  singles. 

To  this  criticism,  the  Rev.  Karen 
Greenwaldt  responded,  “Programs  for 
single  adults  have  been  offered  by  the 
church  for  many  years.  I  don’t  think  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  late  in 
addressing  those  concerns.” 


Recently  appointed  by  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  as  director  of  dev¬ 
elopment  of  ministries  with  young  adults 
and  single  adults,  Ms.  Greenwaldt,  a 
member  of  the  Central  Texas  Confer¬ 
ence,  said  that  over  the  years  programs 
that  assisted  singles  ministries  have  been  ' 
housed  in  numerous  sections  of  the  board. 

“We  are  planning  a  national  workshop 
for  all  United  Methodist  single  adult 
leaders  here  in  Nashville,  April  25-27, 
1935,”  Ms.  Greenwaldt  said. 

Ms.  Greenwaldt  can  be  contacted  by 
writing  General  Board  of  Discipleship, 
P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN  37202  or 
calling  (615)  327-2700. 


Program  director  shares  singleness  ‘ Every  Single  Day 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
Kaaren  Witte  considers  being  single  a 
gift  from  God.  She  shares  that  gift  on 
"Every  Single  Day,”  a  television  pro¬ 
gram  about  Christian  single  adults. 

She  produces  and  hosts  the  show  daily 
at  a  Christian  television  station  in  Tulsa. 


The  cable  station  runs  her  show  without 
charge. 

Her  enthusiasm  about  being  single  also 
energizes  her  as  the  full-time  director  of 
the  singles  program  at  Tulsa’s  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  program 
is  so  outstanding  that  it  was  mentioned 


TULSA  —  The  inevitable  T-shirt  helps  advertise  the  singles  ministry  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  here.  With  ministries  director  Kaaren  Witte 
at  a  singles  ministries  party  is  Steve  Vinson. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  claims 
politics  led  to  his  detention 


From  Religious  News  Service 
HARARE,  Zimbabwe  —  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa, 
shortly  after  his  release  from  detention 
by  the  Zimbabwe  government.  (See 


Julit  mi  excittd 
about  the  birth  of 
her  new  baby  brother, 
Anthony.  She  pvt 
him  some  toys,  and 
looked  forward  to 
growing  up  with  him. 
But  Anthony's  heart 
was  weak,  and  he  died. 

Explaining  death  to  a  child 
is  difficult.  Now  that  sansitiye 
subject  can  be  discussed 
with  the  aid  of  last  Week  Aly 
Brothtr  Anthony  Ditd. .  .a 
picture  book  that  offers  a  child 
help  in  coping  with  the  pain  and 
confusion  following  the  death  of  a 
loved  one.  By  Martha  Whitmore 
Hickman.  $10.95,  hard  cover. 

Also  ask  for  My  Grnndmothtr  DM 
I  Wont  forget  Her  by  Bernice  Hogan. 

$4.35,  soft  cover. 
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UMR  Sept.  14)  said  he  believed  that  his 
detention  without  charge  was  politically 
motivated. 

He  told  a  press  conference  that  the 
Zimbabwe  government  had  been  unable 
to  substantiate  allegations  that  he  had 
colluded  with  South  Africa. 

"Having  discounted  all  the  official 
allegations  made,  we  can  only  speculate 
that  the  real  reasons  for  my  detention 
were  political,”  he  said. 

“The  ruling  party  believed  that  by 
detaining  me,  they  would  politically 
intimidate  me  and  my  organization,”  the 
bishop  commented. 

Bishop  Muzorewa,  who  heads  the 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Zimbabwe 
and  served  as  prime  minister  in  the 
interim  government  of  Zimbabwe/Rho¬ 
desia.  said  he  was  treated  well,  even 
though  he  was  kept  in  solitary  confine¬ 
ment  and  questioned  only  the  day  he  was 
detained  last  October. 

The  59-year-old  bishop  was  arrested 
after  he  returned  from  a  private  visit  to 
Israel,  on  what  he  said  was  a  “Bible 
study”  trip. 

During  that  trip.  Bishop  Muzorewa 
urged  that  Zimbabwe  establish  links  with 
Israel.  The  government,  headed  by 
Prime  Minister  Robert  Mugabe, 
however,  is  a  strong  critic  of  Israel  and 
had  declared  its  support  for  the  Palestine 
Liberation  Organization  <PLO). 

The  bishop,  who  heads  the  minority 
opposition  United  African  National 
Council  party  (which  holds  three  of  100 
seats  in  the  nation’s  House  of  Assembly) 
said  his  party  would  make  a  comeback  in 
elections  due  next  year. 

He  accused  Mr.  Mugabe  of  leading 
Zimbabwe  to  “economic  suicide"  and 
attacked  plans  by  the  ruling  party  to 
establish  a  one-party  state. 

Bishop  Muzorewa,  who  looked  fit  and 
had  added  a  beard  while  in  prison,  laced 
the  news  conference  with  biblical  quo¬ 
tations.  He  was  cheered  by  a  crowd  of 
about  50  supporters  who  had  gathered 
below  the  balconv  of  his  house. 


recently  in  a  Wall  Street  Journal  article 
on  how  churches  are  helping  "a  new 
class  of  needy  —  single  adults." 

“I  do  believe  my  future  includes  mar¬ 
riage  and  I  look  forward  to  it,"  she  told 
the  Reporter  in  a  telephone  interview. 
“However,  I  interpret  my  current  single 
status  as  a  gift  because  it  gives  me  the 
chance  to  be  an  example  of  God  living  out 
His  promises  in  me.” 

Goal:  Find  a  husband 

A  decade  ago  this  effervescent  United 
Methodist  woman,  now  in  her  mid-30s, 
was  virtually  cloistered  in  her  parents’ 
Minnesota  home  suffering  depression  be¬ 
cause  she  was  not  married.  She  had 
earned  a  degree  in  communications  with 
a  minor  in  English  from  St.  Cloud  State 
University  in  Minnesota  but  had  no  inten¬ 
tion  of  using  it.  Her  goal  was  finding  a 
husband. 

"My  childhood  and  young  adulthood 
were  filled  with  love  and  close  family 
ties,"  she  said.  “The  expectation  that  I 
would  marry  and  have  a  family  was  in¬ 
stilled  in  me. 

“My  mother  (now  deceased)  and  I 
spent  years  buying  linens,  towels  and 
china,  preparing  for  the  day  when  I 
would  do  the  ‘natural  thing’  and  get  mar¬ 
ried.  The  day  didn’t  come.” 

To  ease  her  frustration,  Ms.  Witte 
sought  professional  counseling  from  a 
minister. 

God  has  a  specific  purpose 

"Through  counseling  I  relaxed  and  re¬ 
alized  that  God  has  a  wonderful,  specific 
purpose  for  all  of  us.  Nobody  dreams  for 
you  like  God  does.  He  also  plans,  pre¬ 
pares  and  arranges  events  in  our  lives 
supernaturally,”  she  said. 

After  counseling,  Ms.  Witte,  said  she 
stopped  dreaming  about  any  future  hus¬ 
band  and  began  living  what  she  believes 
is  God’s  dream  for  her  life  by  rearrang¬ 
ing  her  priorities.  “Now  my  future  mate 


must  take  the  proper  place  behind  my 
Master  and  my  ministry,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Witte  moved  to  Minneapolis,  dust¬ 
ed  off  her  college  diploma  and  set  out  to 
utilize  her  skills  in  communications. 

She  approached  a  local  CBS  television 
affiliate  there  with  an  idea  for  a  program 
featuring  children  and  senior  citizens. 
She  wound  up  on  the  staff  producing  and 
hosting  the  family-oriented  program, 
which  she  titled  "Years  to  Youth.” 

Published  articles  and  books 

Ms.  Witte  began  writing  numerous  in¬ 
spirational  articles  for  magazines  and 
newspapers.  She  also  wrote  two  books. 
"Angels  in  Faded  Jeans,"  a  collection  of 
stories  from  her  experiences  as  a  junior 
high  school  teacher,  and  "Great  Leaps  in 
a  Single  Bound,”  an  autobiographical  ac¬ 
count  of  her  singles  pilgrimage. 

After  the  release  of  these  books  by 
Bethany  House  publishers  invitations  for 
her  to  speak  came  pouring  in.  She  ap¬ 
peared  on  such  television  programs  as 
the  PTL  Club  and  the  700  Club. 

Ms.  Witte  then  logged  five  years  as  a 
full-time  speaker  to  seminars,  churches 
and  motivational  rallies,  sharing  the 
platform  with  such  notables  as  Dr.  Nor¬ 
man  Vincent  Peale  and  Zig  Ziglar. 

In  1980  she  assumed  the  editorship  of 
the  Tulsa-based  interdenominational  sin¬ 
gles  magazine,  "SOLO."  Two  years  later 
the  magazine  was  sold  and  moved  to  Ore¬ 
gon.  Ms.  Witte  elected  to  stay  in  Tulsa  as 
the  magazine’s  editor-at-large  and  ac¬ 
cepted  the  directorship  of  First  UMC 
Tulsa's  growing  singles  group.  She  also 
switched  her  church  membership  to 
United  Methodism. 

At  the  church  she  directs  a  highly  var¬ 
ied  program  for  over  300  single  adults, 
ages  20  to  65,  in  all  three  categories  of 
singleness  —  persons  divorced,  widowed 
or  never  married.  She  thrives  on  coordi¬ 
nating  a  myriad  of  activities  ranging 
from  car-care  clinics  and  social  skills 


workshops  to  novel-writing  seminars. 

Ms.  Witte  also  schedules  weekly  . 
“praise  and  worship  services"  and  Bible 
study,  which  are  led  by  associate  minis-  , 
ters  on  the  staff. 

"After  functions  at  the  church  many  of 
the  singles  come  by  my  apartment"  she 
said.  “No  single  likes  to  return  to  an 
empty  house  or  apartment  at  8:30  p.m 
I’m  single;  I  know  the  feeling. 

“This  program  helps  singles  find  God’s 
dream  for  their  lives  and  allows  them  to 
use  the  talents  God  gave  them  to  pursue 
the  dream,”  she  said.  "They  bring  their 
problems  here;  they  find  the  Lord  and 
find  themselves  through  Him. 

Church  has  a  lot  to  offer 

"The  United  Methodist  Church  has  a. 
lot  to  offer  single  adults.  The  drive  and 
vision  of  John  Wesley  and  the  intense 
Christian  love  displayed  through  Metho¬ 
dist  history  make  it  an  attractive  de¬ 
nomination.  There  are  lots  of  great  role 
models  for  us,”  she  said.  “Singles  can 
follow  in  their  footsteps.  " 

With  two  more  books  coming  off  the 
press  and  an  extensive  number  of 
churches  waiting  for  her  to  help  them 
start  a  singles  group,  Ms.  Witte  looked 
back  on  her  past. 

“I  wish  I  had  been  able  to  turn  to  a  sin¬ 
gles  ministry  years  ago  when  I  was  so  un¬ 
happy  with  my  life. 

"I’m  honored  that  God  chose  me  to  be¬ 
come  a  singles  spokesperson.  I’m  just  an 
average  kid,’  a  small-town  girl  from 
Worthington,  Minn.  But  the  Lord  has  put 
a  host  of  great  experiences  in  my  path, 
just  as  He  promised." 

-  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


Oral  Roberts  receives  gift, 
tells  of  visit  with  Jesus 


By  JIM  JONES 

Religious  News  Service  Correspondent 

Tulsa  Evangelist  Oral  Roberts 
received  a  donation  of  more  than  $100,000 
for  his  financially  troubled  City  of  Faith 
Medical  Center  recently  during 
evangelist  Kenneth  Copeland’s  South¬ 
west  Believer’s  Convention. 

“What  we  are  going  to  do  tonight,  at 
least  in  the  spirit  realm,  will  be  a 
historical  thing,"  said  Mr.  Copeland,  who 
urged  other  Christian  groups  to  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  Tulsa  medical  center  which 
Mr.  Roberts  recently  opened  “to  the  poor 
of  the  world.  " 

"The  $100,000  doesn’t  include  the 
donations  he  (Roberts)  will  receive  from 
the  thousands  who  were  watching  on 
television,"  said  the  Rev.  Barry  Tubbs, 
associate  minister  of  Mr.  Copeland’s 
evangelical  association. 

The  convention  was  carried  by  satellite 
and  closed-circuit  television  to  940 
churches  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada. 

Mr.  Copeland,  a  Fort  Worth-based  tele¬ 
vision  evangelist  who  once  was  a  co-pilot 
for  Mr.  Roberts,  urged  people  to  "pay  the 
bills"  for  the  poor  who  will  be  coming  to 
the  Tulsa  hospital. 

Mr.  Roberts,  66,  a  United  Methodist, 
recently  announced  that  he  had  spoken 
for  20  minutes  with  Jesus  Christ  and  that 
Jesus  had  ordered  him  to  open  the  doors 
of  his  Tulsa  hospital  to  the  poor,  even  if 
they  had  no  insurance  or  money  to  pay 
their  bills. 

Since  the  $150  million  medical  complex 
was  built  three  years  ago.  the  Tulsa 
hospital  has  had  problems  in  attracting 
patients  for  its  294  licensed  beds,  and  Mr. 
Roberts  laid  off  334  employees  in  June, 


including  one-quarter  of  the  employees 
of  the  City  of  Faith  Medical  Center.  (See 
UMR  Aug.  24  and  Letters  to  the  Editor  on 
page  2  of  this  issue). 

Mr.  Roberts  said  that  since  the  policy 
was  announced  that  he  would  be  opening 
his  hospital  to  the  poor,  the  facility  has 
been  filling  and  he  plans  to  rehire  many 
who  have  had  been  laid  off. 

During  the  Thursday  night  meeting, 
Mr  Roberts  told  details  of  what  he  said 
was  a  one-on-one  encounter  with  Jesus 
Christ. 

“Jesus  has  just  visited  me,"  he  said. 

“I  had  never  seen  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  close  up  before.  I  had  had 
glimpses  of  him.  But  in  June,  Jesus  came 
within  10  feet  of  me  and  talked  to  me  for 
20  minutes." 

Mr.  Roberts  said  he  had  been  praying 
that  Jesus  would  come  to  him  and  speak 
to  him. 

"I’ve  heard  His  voice  more  than  20 
times,"  he  said. 

The  evangelist  said  he  was  recovering 
from  surgery  at  the  City  of  Faith 
hospital,  when  "I  looked  up  and  Jesus 
was  at  the  end  of  my  bed. 

“I’d  never  seen  him  like  that  before, 
and  I  had  felt  I  would  be  frightened  if  that 
ever  occurred.  But  it  was  the  most 
natural  thing  to  be  talking  to  him. ' ’ 

Mr  Roberts  said  Jesus  talked  to  him 
about  his  tent  ministry  years  ago,  when 
he  had  ministered  mostly  to  poor 
people.  “He  told  me,  You  hugged  those 
people  and  wept  over  them,  but  now  you 
have  this  City  of  Faith  and  the  poor 
haven't  understood.  I  want  you  to  open 
the  City  of  Faith  to  the  poor  and  the 
needv.’  ’’ 


Second  fire 
hits  bishop 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  -  For  the  sec¬ 
ond  time  in  just  over  six  months,  Ok¬ 
lahoma  Area  Bishop  and  Mrs.  John 
Wesley  Hardt  have  been  left  home¬ 
less  by  fire. 

At  1:40  a.m.  on  Sept.  8,  fire  swept 
through  their  condominium  home  in 
northwest  Oklahoma  City  as  it  had 
through  the  same  unit  in  the  early 
morning  of  Feb.  26. 

The  Hardts  were  out  of  town  at  the 
time  of  the  second  fire.  Both  times 
they  lost  virtually  everything  they 
owned  except  the  clothes  and  the  car 
they  had  with  them  when  the  second 
fire  hit. 

According  to  an  Oklahoma  City  Fire 
Department  spokesperson,  evidence 
indicates  that  both  fires  were  deliber¬ 
ately  set.  An  investigation  is  under¬ 
way.  It  is  not  known  whether  the 
Hardts  or  residents  of  any  other  con¬ 
dominiums  destroyed  in  each  fire 
were  targets  of  the  apparent  arsonist. 
Each  fire  destroyed  five  condomin¬ 
iums.  the  second  also  heavily  damag¬ 
ing  three  more.  No  one  was  injured  in 
either  fire. 

"We  survived  it  once  and  can  sur¬ 
vive  it  again,  with  God’s  help,” 
Bishop  Hardt  told  friends  as  he  fin¬ 
ished  going  through  the  rubble  col¬ 
lecting  a  few  salvageable  items. 

In  both  fires,  the  Hardts  lost  irre¬ 
placeable  items  with  special  meaning, 
including  several  pieces  of  furniture 
they  had  brought  from  the  home  of 
Mrs.  Hardt’s  mother  who  died  July  5. 

After  six  months  in  a  sparsely- 
furnished  apartment,  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
Hardt  had  moved  into  their  rebuilt 
condominium  on  Sept.  3,  just  five  days 
before  the  fire. 

Bishop  Hardt  said  their  insurance 
requires  that  they  rebuild  the  condo¬ 
minium,  just  as  they  did  after  the  fire 
in  February. 

_ ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
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Shoulder-to-shoulder  pornography  fight  pledged 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

CINCINNATI  —  Leaders  from  almost 
100  religious  denominations  and  anti-por¬ 
nography  organizations  met  here  in 
early  September  and  vowed  to  stand 
‘shoulder  to  shoulder”  in  the  fight 
against  pornography. 

Their  main  goals: 

To  unite  organized  religion  in  an  effort 
to  see  that  federal  and  state  obscenity 
laws  "already  on  the  books”  are 
enforced ; 

To  help  enact  new  specific  anti-porn 
laws; 

To  encourage  churches  to  put  a  high 
priority  on  fighting  pornography. 

“We  can  no  longer  stand  idly  by  while 
children  around  us  are  being  exploited 
and  women  are  being  sexually  abused 
(on  camera),”  said  the  Rev.  Jerry  Kirk. 
Presbyterian  and  chairman  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Consultation  on  Obscenity,  Por¬ 
nography  and  Indecency. 

Christians,  for  the  most  part,  have 
"kept  their  heads  in  the  sand,”  assuming 
that  pornography  "wasn’t  that  big  of  a 
problem,”  Dr.  Kirk  said. 

However,  they  lacked  indignation  be¬ 
cause  they  had  never  visited  a  pornog¬ 
raphy  shop  or  read  through  a  "kiddie 
porn”  magazine  that  featured  children 
as  young  as  two  and  three  years  old  in 
sexual  intercourse,  he  said. 

The  tide  in  church  attitude  is  changing. 


in  part  due  to  newspaper  articles  and  TV 
specials  on  child  abuse  and  incest,  in¬ 
cluding  child  abuse  in  day-care  centers, 
he  said. 

"And  frankly,  I  believe  it  has  been 
God’s  providential  timing  to  use  the 
sludge  of  pornography  to  bring  us  to¬ 
gether  and  back  to  Him,"  said  Dr.  Kirk 
following  the  two-day  consultation. 

The  consultation  is  one  of  the  few  ecu¬ 
menical  meetings  where  persons  from  so 
many  denominations  —  often  at  opposite 
ends  on  doctrinal  issues  —  have  joined  in 
a  common  cause,  he  said. 

All  three  major  groupings  within 
Christendom  were  represented  at  the 
meetings  and  on  the  program  including 
Protestant,  Roman  Catholic  and  Ortho¬ 
dox.  There  were  also  representatives 
from  Judaism  and  the  Church  of  the 
Latter  Day  Saints. 

Nonetheless  the  group  was  urged  by 
Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  Daniel 
Pilarczyk  of  Cincinnati  that  "whatever 
we  do  about  pornography,  we  ought  to  do 
as  unreligiously  as  possible.  I  don't  mean 
that  our  actions  should  not  be  religiously 
motivated,  but  rather  that  what  we  do 
should  appear  to  be  a  contribution  to  the 
well-being  of  the  body  politic. 

"Pornography  is  detrimental  to  our  so¬ 
ciety.  We  have  to  be  able  to  say  how  and 
why.  To  whatever  extent  we  come  across 
as  religious  people,  to  that  extent  we  give 
our  opponents  the  chance  to  dismiss  us 


U.S.  Supreme  Court 
Definition  Of  Obscenity 

(a)  Whether  the  average  person  ap¬ 
plying  contemporary  community 
standards  would  find  that  the 
work,  taken  as  a  whole  appeals 
to  the  prurient  interest  (and) 

(b)  Whether  the  work  depicts  or  de¬ 
scribes  in  a  patently  offensive 
way  sexual  conduct  specifically 
defined  by  applicable  state  law 
(and) 

(c)  Whether  the  work  taken  as  a 
whole  lacks  serious  literary,  ar¬ 
tistic.  political  or  scientific  value. 


‘Decency’ advocate,  board 
to  plan  strategy  for  UMC 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

CINCINNATI  —  United  Methodists 
who  attended  the  National  Consultation 
on  Obscenity,  Pornography  and  Inde¬ 
cency  'see  related  story  above)  plan  to 
meet  next  month  to  rally  support  of  the 
church  in  the  ecumenical  fight  against 
pornography. 

Eleven  United  Methodists,  including 
the  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon,  head  of  the 
National  Federation  for  Decency  and  a 
keynote  speaker  at  the  meeting,  met  with 
Beverly  Jackson  of  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  in  the  closing  hours  of  the 
consultation  and  expressed  concern  that 
the  church  had  done  little  more  than  in¬ 
clude  a  statement  in  the  "Book  of  Resolu¬ 
tions"  against  pornography. 

Most  action  against  pornography  in¬ 
volving  United  Methodists  is  being  done 
on  the  local  and  conference  levels,  Dr. 
Jackson  said.  She  and  Mr.  Wildmon  are 
expected  to  coordinate  the  meeting  in 
October. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Marsden,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  from  Fayetteville,  Penn., 
who  was  instrumental  in  getting  a  por¬ 
nography  bookstore  closed  in  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  near  his  church  said  it  would  be  a 


'‘Biju  Needs  A  Sponsor” 


Biju  is  a  serious-looking  lad  as  life  has 
not  been  easy  for  him.  He  is  one  of  six 
children.  His  father  was  supporting  the 
family  until  he  had  an  accident  at  work, 
which  resulted  in  a  broken  back.  The 
family  is  utterly  destitute.  Biju  hos  been 
offered  to  WORLD'S  CHILDREN.  INC.  for 
sponsorship.  WCI  has  provided  physical 
and  spiritual  food  for  children  housed 
Christian  orphanages  overseas  since 
1965 

You  Can  Help: 

The  sponsorship  fee  is  only  $13  a 
month — less  than  44C  o  day.  The  corpo¬ 
ration  is  U.S.  government  approved  so  all 
donations  ore  fax  deductible.  All  sponsors 
receive  on  audit  copy.  In  1983,  91%  of 
funds  received  were  sent  on  for  the  chil¬ 
dren's  food,  clothing  and  educational 
needs. 

You  Will  Roceivo: 

Eoch  sponsor  receives  full  information 
on  the  child  which  includes  name,  ad¬ 
dress.  photo  and  cose  history.  Regular 
reports  on  the  child's  progress  are  sent  to 
the  sponsor. 

Writ*  Today: 

Won't  you  write  today  and  request  the 
sponsorship  of  a  needy  youngster?  Many, 
like  Biju  of  India,  are  waiting.  Children 
are  also  available  in  Guatemala,  Brazil. 
Taiwan  and  Korea.  Please  write: 


I  with  to  sponsor  o  child  whsrs  Iho 


Enclosed  is  payment  for  first  month  j 


_  I 

I 

Street  _____________  | 

State  and  Zip  I 

Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  P.  O.  Box  I 
2979.  Winter  Haven ,  Fla.  33B80.  1 

I _ I 


"matter  of  education”  before  the  United 
Methodist  Church  gets  involved. 

"You  have  to  take  samples  and  shove  it 
in  their  faces  or  they  won’t  listen,”  he 
said.  "People  don’t  know  how  bad  it 
really  is.  They  can  take  one  look  at  it  and 
it  will  knock  their  socks  off.” 

Speaking  from  a  feminist  perspective. 
Peg  Tennant-Jayne  of  Webb,  Iowa,  said 
"We’ve  been  working  in  isolated  cells 
around  the  country  (against  pornog¬ 
raphy).  Our  church  is  tremendous  in 
size,  but  we  can’t  get  anything  done  col¬ 
lectively  until  we  get  money  from  the 
conference.” 

After  hearing  from  United  Methodist 
participants,  Mr.  Wildmon  said  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  now  rests  with  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

"The  people  in  our  church  are  hungry 
.  .  .  they  want  the  church  to  begin  taking 
a  stand. 

"I  don’t  know  of  another  issue  that  will 
charge  the  batteries  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  more  than  for  Church  and 
Society  to  take  this  on.  If  they  seize  it, 
their  stock  in  the  church  will  go  sky 
high,”  he  said. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 


by  saying  that  we  are  trying  to  impose 
our  religious  beliefs  on  society  ." 

Though  many  speakers  quoted  from 
Scripture  to  support  their  feelings 
against  obscenity,  the  majority  of 
speakers  throughout  the  tightly-sched¬ 
uled  consultation  were  from  the  "sec¬ 
ular"  world  including  former  and  pre¬ 
sent  FBI  agents,  a  White  House  attorney, 
a  psychologist  who  specializes  in  sex  and 
marriage  therapy  and  a  Washington, 
D.C.  art  critic. 

Four  steps  described 

Dr.  Victor  Cline,  a  psychologist  with 
the  University  of  Utah,  linked  obscenity 
with  anti-social  conduct  and  told  the 
group  that  there  are  four  steps  that  the 
typical  pornography  reader  or  viewer 
goes  through:  first,  he  quickly  becomes 
addicted  to  "feeding  his  appetite”  with 
pornography  ;  second,  he  begins  to*esca- 
late  from  "soft”  porn  to  "hard  core”  por¬ 
nography;  third,  he  becomes  desensi¬ 
tized  and  what  was  once  lewd  becomes 
acceptable  and  exciting.  And  finally,  he 
is  often  driven  to  "act  out”  what  he  sees 
in  the  magazines  or  films. 

"There’s  scientific  evidence  that  you 
can’t  go  down  into  the  sewer  and  come  up 
smelling  OK,”  Dr.  Cline  said. 

Kenneth  Lanning,  a  special  agent  at 
the  FBI  Academy  in  Quantico,  Virginia, 
told  the  360  consultation  participants  that 
children  who  are  victims  of  the  pornog- 
rapher’s  camera  are  often  affected  for 
life  by  becoming  sexually  desensitized  at 
such  an  early  age  and  mentally  tortured 
by  the  threat  that  their  involvement  will 
be  shown,  not  to  their  parents  but  to  their 
peers. 

“We  found  one  five-year-old  child 
calmly  eating  a  bowl  of  cereal  and  watch¬ 
ing  cartoons,  while  12  feet  away  another 
child  was  having  oral  sex  with  an  adult  in 
front  of  a  camera,”  he  recalled.  The  five- 
year-old  had  seen  it  so  many  times  it  had 
no  effect  on  him. 

Father  Bruce  Ritter  of  New  York  City, 
who  operates  a  shelter  for  runaway  chil¬ 
dren,  told  the  consultation  that  of  the 
more  than  50,000  children  he  had  worked 
with,  more  than  70  percent  had  been  sex¬ 
ually  exploited. 

"We  live  in  a  sex-for-sale  society  and 


we  teach  that  message  everyday  on  TV. 
Kids  have  come  to  believe  that  sex  is  en¬ 
tertainment  ...  it  is  no  longer  associated 
with  love  and  marriage,”  the  priest  said. 

Roman  Catholic  Cardinal  Joseph 
Bernadin  of  Chicago  told  the  audience 
that  "when  human  life  is  not  held  sacred 
in  a  society,  all  human  life  in  that  society 
is  threatened. 

"A  person  is  the  clearest  replica  of 
God,  and  to  lay  violent  hands  on  another 
person  is  to  come  as  close  as  we  can  to 
laying  violent  hands  on  God,"  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  who  heads  the  Na¬ 
tional  Federation  for  Decency,  based  in 
Tupelo,  Miss,  said  that  the  problem  was 
“not  just  dirty  pictures  and  dirty  words; 
it  s  a  philosophy  of  life,  and  what’s  at 
stake  is  the  very  foundation  on  which 
western  civilization  exists.” 

After  showing  the  crowd  graphic 
examples  of  pornography  that  shocked 
most  of  them,  he  said  the  viewer  had  two 
alternatives.  One  is  to  practice  Christian 
stewardship  and  boycott  or  practice  "se¬ 
lective  buying"  from  companies  which 
publish  such  materials  or  sponsor  TV 
shows  and  stores  that  carry  porno¬ 
graphic  material.  Secondly,  they  can  see 
that  obscenity  laws  are  enforced. 

49  states  have  laws 
Speaking  on  the  role  of  law  and  pornog¬ 
raphy,  Bruce  Taylor,  general  counsel 
and  vice-president  of  Citizens  for  De¬ 
cency  through  Law  in  Phoenix,  Arizona, 
surprised  much  of  the  group  by  telling 
them,  "Every  state  —  with  the  exception 
of  Alaska  —  has  felony  laws  against  por¬ 
nography.” 

The  big  misconception,  he  said,  comes 
when  a  case  is  brought  to  court  and  the 
jurors  think,  “It  must  be  legal  —  there’s 
so  much  of  it, "he  said. 

The  Supreme  Court  definition  of  ob¬ 
scenity  (see  related  box  on  this  page)  is 
often  not  enforced  because  local  prosecu¬ 
tors  will  not  take  pornography  stores  and 
"adult”  film  houses  to  court,  he  said. 

That  is  mainly  due  to  two  reasons,  Mr. 
Taylor  said:  First,  local  prosecutors  are 
not  getting  any  leadership  or  encourage¬ 
ment  from  federal  prosecutors  who  have 
slacked  off  drastically  in  the  past  ten 
years  in  prosecuting  pornography  cases. 
Second,  it  is  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the 
years  in  prosecuting  pornography  cases. 
Second,  it  is  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the 
public.  “In  the  early  ’70s,  the  public  was 
show  it’s  not,”  he  said. 

Reacting  to  those  people  who  caution 
that  crackdowns  on  pornography  might 
infringe  on  some  person’s  First  Amend¬ 
ment  rights  to  freedom  of  speech.  Dr. 
Cline  said  "If  we  examine  the  First 
Amendment,  we  will  note  that  there  are 
many  kinds  of  democratically  enacted 
prohibitions  of  speech  and  expressions. 
Examples  include:  libel,  slander  and 
false  advertising.” 

Dr.  Reo  Christenson,  a  professor  of  po¬ 


litical  science  at  Miami  University  of 
Ohio,  added:  "Our  founding  fathers 
never  intended  for  the  First  Amendment 
to  be  interpreted  as  broadly  as  it  is 
today.”  The  remark  was  met  with  a 
burst  of  applause. 

Another  hot  pornography  issue  —  cable 
porn  that  is  "wired”  into  private  homes 
—  was  addressed  by  Paul  McGeady,  gen¬ 
eral  counsel  for  Morality  in  Media,  a  non¬ 
profit  inter-faith  national  organization 
working  to  stop  the  traffic  in  pornog¬ 
raphy. 

The  present  law  prohibiting  profane 
pictures  applies  only  to  broadcasts  over 
public-owned  air  waves.  Thus  a  "fluke” 
in  the  law  allows  pornography  to  be 
transmitted  by  wire  or  cable  instead,  he 
said. 

However,  a  bill  recently  introduced  by 
Senator  Jesse  Helms  ( R-N  .C. )  would  pro¬ 
hibit  pornography  from  being  broadcast 
by  cable. 

In  the  final  hours  of  the  consultation, 
participants  came  up  with  a  "mission 
statement"  pledging  "to  mobilize  the 
Christian  community  and  all  concerned 
citizens  to  combat  and  eliminate  the  de¬ 
structive  influences  of  obscenity,  pornog¬ 
raphy  and  indecency." 

Seven  strategies  defined 

They  also  put  together  seven  "working 
strategies"  for  the  various  denomina¬ 
tions  and  groups  to  act  on  immediately : 

•  To  unite  and  involve  the  broadest 


Three  bishops  to  head  missions  agencies 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  The  largest  program 
agency  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
—  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  —  has 
elected  as  its  new  president  Bishop 
James  M.  Ault  of  the  Pittsburgh  Area. 

At  an  organizing  meeting  here  Sept.  11- 
14  the  board  also  elected  as  president  of 
the  World  Division  Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  of 
the  Denver  Area.  Presiding  over  the 
National  Division  will  be  Bishop  Kenneth 
W.  Hicks  of  the  Kansas  Area  based  in 
Topeka. 

Earlier  the  Women’s  Division  had 
elected  Carolyn  M.  (Mrs.  John  A.) 
Marshall  of  Veedersburg,  Ind.,  as  its 
president.  She  formerly  presided  over 
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MAJOR  BISSELL’s 
“COUNTRY  MUSIC 
CET-A- WAT” 

Nov.  9-11 

(Depart  Houston,  TX) 
Nashville:  Grand  Ola  Opry  anomorei 
Memphis:  Elvis'  'Graceland' 

Luxury  Bus  (Limit  46  people) 

Call /write  today  for  more  info. 
B.A.S.  Enterprises  713/667-6665 
P.  O.  Box  25239  Houston,  TX  77265 


Bishop  Ault  Bishop  Sano 

the  North  Central  Jurisdiction  United  division  presidents  are  vice  presidents  of 
Methodist  Women.  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

By  virtue  of  their  office,  all  three  The  body  also  chose  the  following  as 


the  church  today 


MM/ff  TH€  LORD' 

FREE! 
T-shirt 
^  catalog 
w/Chrlstian 
designs 
Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  to:  _ 

Covenant  Creations 
P.O.  Box  210523 
Dallas,  Tx.  75211 


CLASSIFIED 


SHARON  UNITED  METHODIST  Ci.urch  has 

immediate  opening  for  a  full  time  director  of  music 
ministry.  This  position  requires  an  experienced 
organist  capable  of  directing  a  comprehensive  music 
program  for  a  1200  member  church.  The  primary 
responsibilities  will  be  coordinating  the  overall 
music  ministry  of  Sharon  Church,  which  includes 
directing  the  chancel,  youth,  and  some  handbell  and 
children's  choirs  The  salary  will  be  commensurate 
with  experience  and  training  And  benefits  are 
competitive.  Send  resume  to:  Mr.  Charles  A. 
Redmon,  Sharon  United  Methodist  Church.  4411 
Sharon  Road.  Charlotte.  N.C.  2821 1 


ASSOCIATE  MINISTER,  full  time,  who  will! 

specialize  in  new  member  contacts  and 
programming  in  a  moderately  sized  Washington. 
D.C  ,  church.  Salary  negotiable  Please  state  age 
and  qualifications  and  send  to  PPR,  Weslev  United 
Methodist  Church.  >112  Connecticut  Avenue.  N.W. 
Washington,  D.C.  20015 


NEEDED  AT  ONCET7aitIiTlir«tor7saIar^negoB? 

Me.  send  resume.  Oakhurst  United  Methodist  Church, 
13400  Park  Blvd.,  Seminole,  Fla.  33542  (  813  )  391-4769 


Restructure  proposed 
for  ministries  council 

DAYTON,  OHIO  (UMNS)  -  The 
Executive  committee  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  meeting  here  Sept. 
10-12,  approved  a  new  internal  structure 
of  the  agency,  nominated  a  new  staff 
member,  began  preparations  for  several 
major  studies,  assigned  matters  referred 
to  the  council  by  the  recent  General 
Conference,  and  developed  an  agenda  for 
the  council’s  organizational  meeting  Oct. 
29-Nov.  2. 

The  structure  proposal  calls  for  four 
divisions:  Missional  Priority  and  Emerg¬ 
ing  Issues;  Coordination;  The  Con¬ 
nection;  and  Conferences  and  Constitu¬ 
encies. 

Groups  for  which  the  GCOM  will  have 
some  responsibility  during  the  1985-88 
quadrennium  include  Commission  on  the 
Mission  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
National  Youth  Ministry  Organization/ 
Board  of  Discipleship  Structure  Study 
Committee,  Task  Force  on  Older  Adult 
Ministries,  and  the  Missional  Priority 
Coordinating  Committee. 


Wesley’s  Chapel  crypt 
becomes  Methodist  Museum 

LONDON  (RNS)  —  Another  milestone 
in  the  restoration  of  Wesley’s  Chapel, 
mother  church  of  world  Methodism,  was 
marked  recently  with  the  reopening  here 
of  the  chapel  crypt  as  the  Museum  of 
Methodism. 

Over  2,000  Methodists,  including  800 
from  the  United  States,  took  part  in 


historic  services  during  the  day.  They 
celebrated  the  now  almost  complete  res¬ 
toration  of  the  famous  City  Road  complex. 

Crowds  were  also  present  for  the 
rededication  of  the  restored  tomb  of  John 
Wesley  in  the  chapel  graveyard.  The 
restoration  had  been  made  possible  by  a 
gift  of  8,000  pounds  from  Mrs.  Nancy 
Crabb  and  her  family  of  Humble,  Texas, 
in  honor  of  her  husband,  a  minister  of  the 
Texas  Conference  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

World  relief  executive 
nominated  for  ministries  post 

DAYTON,  OHIO  (UMNS)  -  The 
Executive  Committee  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Council  on  Ministries 
has  nominated  a  New  Jersey  man  to  be 
the  agency’s  associate  general  secretary 
for  research. 

The  Rev.  Paul  F.  McCleary  of  Mont¬ 
clair,  N.J.,  has  been  nominated  by  the 
council’s  executive  committee  to  head 
the  agency’s  office  of  research  on  the 
recommendation  of  a  search  committee. 
A  postal  ballot  of  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  members  will  be 
taken  immediately  to  elect  the  new 
associate  general  secretary. 

Upon  election  by  a  majority  of  the 
council,  he  will  succeed  the  Rev.  Alan  K. 
Waltz  who  resigned  in  May  to  become 
executive  director  of  planning  and 
administration  for  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  in  Nashville. 

Dr.  McCleary  is  executive  director  of 
Church  World  Service,  the  relief  arm  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  theU.S.A. 


chairpersons  of  its  program  depart¬ 
ments: 

•Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  — 
Bishop  Edsel  A.  Ammons,  Ohio  West 
Area  based  in  Columbus ; 

•Mission  Education  and  Cultivation  — 
Carolyn  H.  Oehler,  Elgin,  Ill.,  council 
director  of  Northern  Illinois  Conference; 

•Mission  Personnel  Resources  —  the 
Rev.  Sharon  Brown  Christopher,  Fond  du 
Lac,  Wis.,  district  Superintendent; 

•United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  —  Bishop  Roy  C.  Clark,  Columbia 
(S.C.)  Area. 

Bishop  Ault  was  elected  to  the 
episcopacy  in  1972  after  serving  as  a 
pastor  and  dean  and  professor  of  prac¬ 
tical  theology  at  two  seminaries.  He 
presided  over  the  Philadelphia  Area 
before  going  to  Pittsburgh  in  1980.  He  is 
on  the  governing  boards  of  the  World  and 
National  Councils  of  Churches  and  the 
World  Methodist  Council  and  was  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  in  1980-84. 

Orientation  of  the  177  board  members 
continued  through  Sept.  14.  Each 
member  serves  on  either  the  World  or 
National  Division  and  on  a  standing  com¬ 
mittee  or  a  department. 


base  possible  of  civic,  religious  and  busu 
ness  leaders. 

•  Promote  national  boycotts  of  stores- 
that  sell  pornography,  beginning  with  7- 
11,  described  as  the  largest  retailer  of 
por nogra phy  i n  the  na lion . 

•  Establish  an  annual  pornography 
awareness  week  with  concerned  denomi¬ 
nations  and  congregations  starting  Oct. 
27  —  Nov.  4, 1984. 

•  On  Saturday,  Oct.  27,  picket  all  7-11 
stores  and  other  convenience  stores  that 
sell  or  promote  pornography. 

•  Request  all  pastors  to  speak  from  the 
pulpit  urging  their  congregations  to  write- 
the  president  urging  him  to  direct  the 
Justice  Department  to  enforce  present 
federal  obscenity  laws. 

•  Work  to  establish  proper  federal  and 
state  cable  TV  laws. 

•  Maintain  dialogue  with  public  offi¬ 
cials  as  to  their  individual  positions  on  .' 
pornography. 

•  Churches  or  individuals  wanting ! 
more  information  on  groups  fighting  ob-  ' 
scenity,  pornography  and  indecency 
should  write: 

Citizens  for  Decency  Through  Law 
2331  West  Royal  Palm  Rd.  Suite  105 
Phoenix,  AZ  85021 
Morality  in  Media 
475  Riverside  Dr. 

New  York,  NY  10115 
National  Federation  for  Decency 
P.  O.  Drawer  2440 
Tupelo,  MS  38803 


MINISTERS  EDUCATIONAL 
HOLY  LAND  TOURS 

from  N  .Y.C.  $249 

Includes  Air/Land 


HOLY  LAND  -  MID  EAST 
EUROPE  TOURS 

from  N  Y.C.  $950 

Includes  Air/Land/Tour  Host  Benefit 


FAMILY  LIFE-SEMINARS 
In  Europe  &  Switzerland 

from  N  .Y.C.  $999 

Includes  Air/Land/Tour  Host  Benefit 


CUSTOMIZED 
ITINERARIES  TO 
HOLY  LAND-EUROPE 
MID  EAST  AVAILABLE 


For  Further  Information  Contact: 

OREN  TRAVEL 
INTERNATIONAL 

872  N.W.  35  th  Street  (  Dept.  MR  ) 
Ft  Lauderdale  .  FL  33309 
Or  Call  Collect-(person  to  person) 
David  Benson  (305)  566-7660 


You  can  have  the  Beit 
NEW  Gift  Ideas 

in  Town!  Everyone  is  looking  for  quality  gifts 

—and  you  can  get  them  from  Cokesbury! 

Write  for  your  free  copy  of  Cokesbury’s  Gift  Catalog  and 
also  Cokesbury’s  Books  Catalog.  Both  are  available 
now — and  both  are  filled  with  unique  opportunities  for  you 
to  give  the  gifts  of  love,  joy,  and  understanding. 

WRrTE  THE  COKESBURY  SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA: 


1661  N.  Northwest  Highway 
Park  Ridge,  IL  60068 


201  Eighth  Ave.,  South 
RO.  Box  801 
Nashville,  TN  37202 


1635  Adrian  Road 
Burlingame,  CA  94010 


For  personal  service,  phone  or  visit  your  Cokesbury  storel 

Order  toll  free:  1-800-672-1789.  Use  your  Cokesbury  Account,  American  Express,  Visa,  or 
MasterCard.  Call  Monday- Friday,  8-4  Central  time  or  8-4  Pacific  time. 

O  Cokesbury 

■  P-4A7-UMR 
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Political  debate,  1984 

Religious  experts  give  views  on  current  controversies 


From  Religious  News  Service 
EDITOR  S  NOTE:  The  debate  over 
religion  and  politics,  church  and  state, 
has  reached  unprecedented  levels  of  in¬ 
tensity  and  volume. 

Almost  daily,  groups  gather  impres¬ 
sive  speakers  to  issue  either  condemna¬ 
tions  of  what  they  view  as  the  erosion  of 
the  wall  separating  church  and  state  or 
to  cheer  the  new  influence  of  religion 
over  politics. 

Complex  and  unyielding  to  the  normal 
processes  of  political  compromise,  the 
debate  this  year  has  picked  up  elements 
that  are  simultaneously  religious,  moral, 
constitutional,  ideological  and  political. 

How  does  the  ordinary  voter  sort  it 
out?  What  is  beneficial  about  the  debate? 
What  is  harmful?  Beyond  the  1984  ballot 
box,  what  implications  does  it  hold  for 
the  future  of  U.S.  politics  and  religion? 
Religious  News  Service,  in  an  attempt  to 
help  readers  sort  through  the  tangled 
strands  of  this  discussion,  has  inter¬ 
viewed  a  broad  range  of  thinkers,  secu¬ 
lar  and  religious. 

The  report  was  compiled  by  Associate 
Editor  Jean  Caffey  Lyles  and  Staff 
Writers  Darrell  Turner  and  William 
Bole.  > 

ALAN  GEYER 

The  debate  on  religion  and  politics  this 
year  “has  been  more  confusing  than  en¬ 
lightening,”  says  the  Rev.  Alan  Geyer,  a 
United  Methodist  theologian  and  director 
of  the  Churches’  Center  for  Theology  and 
Public  Policy,  a  religious  think  tank  in 
Washington: 

He  notes,  first  of  all,  that  the  discussion 
“is  functioning  at  many  different  levels. 
On  one  level,  it  has  been  raised  by  the 
(Jesse)  Jackson  experience.  He  has  used 


JAMES  M.  DUNN 

Mixing  of  religion  and  politics  “is  as 
old  as  the  human  race,”  says  Dr.  James 
M.  Dunn,  executive  director  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs. 
“What  is  new  in  the  United  States,”  he 
said,  “is  the  deliberate  attempt  to  col¬ 
lapse  the  wall  between  the  mixing  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  politics  and  the  merging  of 
church  and  state. 

The  American  tradition  of  religious 
liberty,  Dr.  Dunn  says,  “has  always 
recognized  that  it  wasn’t  simply  an  op¬ 
position  to  a  state  church,  but  it  was  an 
opposition  to  state  support  of  religion.  ” 

He  finds  contemporary  dangers  in  such 
developments  as  a  move  to  legislate  gov¬ 
ernment-mandated  times  for  silent 
prayer  or  meditation  in  public  schools, 
and  appointment  of  a  U.S.  ambassador  to 
the  Vatican. 

“For  the  life  of  me,  being  simply  a 
mortal,  I  can’t  figure  out  how  you  can  de¬ 
cide  if  something  is  a  religious  value  or  a 
secular  value.  What’s  the  difference?  If 
it’s  a  value,  it  implies  transcendence. 
This  is  the  case  whenever  people  talk 
about  values,  even  if  they’re  not  self-con¬ 
sciously  willing  to  call  it  religion.” 

RONALD  SIDER 

The  debate  on  religion  and  politics  has 
had  mostly  negative  aspects,  in  the  view 
of  Dr.  Ronald  Sider,  professor  of  the¬ 
ology  at  Eastern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Philadelphia  and  co-founder 
and  chair  of  the  Washington-based  Evan¬ 
gelicals  for  Social  Action. 

“I  don’t  think  this  religion-and-politics 
debate  has  been  good  at  all,"  he  said.  “I 
think  it  has  been  bad  on  both  sides.  On 
the  one  hand,  you  have  right-wing  reli- 


clergyman  who  is  director  of  the  Center 
for  Religion  and  Society. 

The  scholar,  who  is  the  author  of  “The 
Naked  Public  Square:  Religion  and 
Democracy  in  America,”  said,  “Some 
people  may  see  the  discussion  as  blips  on 
the  media  screen  generated  by  an  aber¬ 
ration  in  the  presidential  campaign.  I 
don’t  think  it  is  that.  I  think  the  current 
debate  will  remain  a  point  of  reference 
for  years  to  come  in  talking  about  the  in¬ 
terrelationships  of  politics,  moral  judge¬ 
ment  and  religion  —  just  as  the  Houston 
speech  of  John  F.  Kennedy  in  ’60  (to  a 
group  of  Baptist  ministers)  continues  to 
be  a  point  of  reference.” 

JIM  WALLIS 

For  Jim  Wallis,  the  question  is  not 
whether  religion  should  impact  on  poli¬ 
tics,  but  how. 

The  editor  of  Sojourners  magazine, 
which  offers  a  “radical  Christian  per¬ 
spective”  on  issues  like  peace,  poverty, 
and  race  relations,  says,  “I  don’t  agree 
with  those  who  want  to  place  a  wall  be¬ 
tween  faith  and  politics.  I  think  they  are 
integrally  related.  But  the  question  is  the 
content  of  faith.” 

Mr.  Wallis  holds  that  “questions  like 
the  nuclear-arms  race  or  violence 
against  peasants  in  Central  America  or 
attacks  against  the  poor  at  home  are  for 
us  faith  questions.”  This  arises  out  of  an 
American  tradition  in  which  such  move¬ 
ments  as  those  opposing  slavery  and  ad¬ 
vocating  civil  rights  legislation  were  spe¬ 
cifically  infused  with  religious  values,  he 
points  out. 

WILLIAM  C.  MARTIN 

The  intensity  of  the  current  religion- 
politics  debate  is  the  new  aspect,  says 
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the  pulpits  of  black  churches  as  the 
major  base  for  his  campaigns  and  will  no 
doubt  continue  to  do  that  in  supporting 
Walter  Mondale.  Then  there  is  a  pattern 
of  identification  between  far-right  reli¬ 
gious  people,  represented  by  (the  Rev. 
Jerry)  Falwell,  and  the  Reagan  candi¬ 
dacy  —  and  the  swarming  of  fundamen¬ 
talists  around  the  Republican  conven¬ 
tion,  and  their  description  of  Ronald  Rea¬ 
gan  and  George  Bush  as  God’s  in¬ 
struments. 

:  “At  another  level,"  Dr.  Geyer  says, 
•‘■‘it’s  the  intervention  of  the  national 
Catholic  Bishops’  Conference  and  parti¬ 
cular  bishops  into  the  debate  over  the  de¬ 
gree  of  freedom  individual  Catholics 
have  to  express  their  views  on  moral  is¬ 
sues.  All  this  shows  that  this  is  not  a  one- 
dimensional  debate.  It  is  a  many-sided 
debate.” 

■Z  Another  factor,  the  theologian  says,  is 
(bund  “in  the  context  of  what  is  a  very 
Stressful  time  for  national  church  lead¬ 
ers.  For  the  Catholic  bishops,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches,  and  other 
tnain-line  Protestant  denominations, 
there  has  never  been  a  time  when  most  of 
their  policy  positions  on  social-justice 
tind  peace  issues  were  more  at  odds  with 
£n  incumbent  administration.  There  is  a 
t^uilt-in  conflict  between  the  official 
tjhurch  leadership  and  government  lead¬ 
ers  that  is  more  intense  than  at  any  other 
tyme." 

_ 


gious  folks  wrapping  God  and  country  to¬ 
gether  in  the  flag.  They  want  to  sing  God 
Bless  America,’  and  they  fail  to  see  the 
way  our  country  is  doing  injustice  and 
neglecting  the  poor  and  the  oppressed.” 

On  the  other  hand,  the  evangelical  acti¬ 
vist  says,  “I've  been  disappointed  with 
the  way  the  Mondale  campaign  has  con¬ 
fronted  the  issue.  There’s  nothing  what¬ 
soever  wrong  with  religious  people  being 
deeply  involved  in  public  life.  It’s  a  fun¬ 
damental  mistake  to  assume  that  we 
ought  to  divorce  religion  and  politics.” 

But,  he  adds,  Mr.  Mondale’s  “view  that 
religion  and  politics  should  be  separate  is 
also  wrong.  No  major  religion  would  tol¬ 
erate  such  a  position.  The  public  stands 
we  take  on  the  poor,  the  nuclear  question, 
and  everything  else,  must  be  informed 
by  our  religious  beliefs.  Everything  pro¬ 
gressive  Christians  have  been  doing 
would  go  down  the  drain  if  one  accepted 
an  appeal  to  separate  religion  and  poli¬ 
tics. 

“We  have  to  draw  a  distinction  be¬ 
tween  separation  of  religion  and  politics, 
which  is  wrong,  and  separation  of  church 
and  state,  which  is  needed.” 

RICHARD  J.  NEUHAUS 

“I  can’t  recall  any  time  in  recent 
American  history  when  the  issues  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  politics  have  been  joined  so  di¬ 
rectly  in  the  public  arena,”  says  the  Rev. 
Richard  J.  Neuhaus,  the  Lutheran 


Church  leaders  heard 
on  Central  America 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  —  Views  on  U.S.  po¬ 
licy  in  Central  America  were  aired  by 
14  Protestant  church  leaders  in  a  rare 
session  with  key  Reagan  administra¬ 
tion  officials  Sept.  10  and  with  con¬ 
gressional  leaders  Sept.  11. 

“We  didn’t  go  over  (to  the  White 
House)  expecting  they  would  agree, 
but  we  wanted  them  to  hear  our  point 
of  view,’’  said  James  Hamilton,  the 
United  Methodist  who  heads  the 
Washington  office  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  of  Christ.  “We 
wanted  an  opportunity  to  say  why  we 
think  the  Administration's  policy  is 
dangerous,  both  for  the  people  of  Cen¬ 
tral  America  and,  in  the  long  run,  the 
United  States.” 

Mr.  Hamilton  said  the  church  fig¬ 
ures  met  for  more  than  three  hours 
with  Administration  officials,  includ¬ 
ing  Robert  C.  McFarlane,  assistant  to 
the  president  for  national  security  af¬ 
fairs,  and  Elliott  Abrams,  assistant 
secretary  of  state  for  human  rights 
and  humanitarian  affairs. 

“The  group  felt  they  were  heard,  if 
not  agreed  with,"  Mr.  Hamilton  said. 
The  meeting  with  administration  and 
congressional  leaders  grew  out  of  the 
NCCC’s  consideration  of  a  policy 
statement  on  Central  America  in  the 
autumn  of  1983.  At  that  time  the  ecu¬ 
menical  agency  was  asked  to  seek  a 


meeting  with  Mr.  Reagan  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress. 

Among  church  leaders  at  the  meet¬ 
ings  here  was  Professor  Jane  Carey 
Peck,  a  United  Methodist  who  teaches 
at  Andover  Newton  Theological 
School,  Newton  Centre,  Mass.  Others, 
in  addition  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  included 
Claire  Randall,  NCCC  General  Secre¬ 
tary;  Harriet  Nelson,  moderator  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  U.S.A.;  the 
Rev.  Kenneth  Teegarden,  general 
minister  and  president  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) ;  and 
the  Rev.  Edwin  G.  Mulder,  general 
secretary  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
America. 

African  Methodist  Episcopal  Bishop 
Philip  R.  Cousin,  president  of  the 
NCCC,  was  unable  to  fly  here  because 
of  Hurricane  Diana. 

The  White  House  session  marked 
the  second  time  in  recent  weeks  that 
administration  officials  have  met  with 
a  group  that  included  representatives 
of  so-called  “mainline”  Protestant 
churches. 

In  late  July,  Mr.  McFarlane  and 
others  met  with  religious  leaders  op¬ 
posed  to  moving  the  U.S.  embassy  in 
Israel  from  Tel  Aviv  to  Jerusalem.  In¬ 
cluded  in  that  group  was  the  Rev. 
Fred  A.  Allen,  an  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 


William  C.  Martin,  sociologist  of  religion 
at  Rice  University,  Houston,  who  writes 
on  religion  for  Texas  Monthly  magazine. 

“We  tend  to  forget  that  the  line  be¬ 
tween  church  and  state  tends  to  be  re¬ 
drawn  every  so  often  in  our  history.  It  is 
a  demarcation  that  has  not  ever  been  set¬ 
tled.  Possibly  with  this  debate  being 
brought  to  the  forefront,  the  more  tradi¬ 
tional  views  may  be  made  more  firm. 

“This  is  such  an  emotion-laden  area,” 
he  said,  “that  both  candidates  will  be 
fairly  careful  over  the  next  few  weeks 
what  they  say.  It’s  something  of  a  mine¬ 
field  that  can  explode  in  unexpected 
ways.  The  issue  is  capable  of  turning  on 
both  of  them.” 

At  the  same  time,  he  says,  “the  debate 
is  letting  us  look  again  at  one  of  the  cor¬ 
nerstones  of  our  society  —  the  idea  that 
no  religion  has  the  right  to  impinge  on  the 
right  of  other  people  to  believe  and  prac¬ 
tice  as  they  choose,  and  that  the  state  will 
not  back  any  religion  —  and  the  result 
may  be  to  clarify  that  position." 


ALBERT  J.  MENENDEZ 

Albert  J.  Menendez,  research  director 
for  Americans  United  for  Separation  of 
Church  and  State,  and  author  of  the  1977 
book,  “Religion  at  the  Polls,”  cites 
several  “firsts”  in  the  1984  campaign. 

“I  would  say  this  is  the  first  time  I’ve 
ever  seen  such  intense  clergy  involve¬ 
ment  on  one  side.” 

Another  factor  he  cites  is  the  delib¬ 
erate  attempt  by  Republican  strategists 


to  garner  support  from  the  conservative 
Christian  community.  “One  political 
party  seems  to  have  co-opted  the  re¬ 
ligious  vote,”  Mr.  Menendez  said.  “I 
have  never  (before)  seen  a  political 
campaign  apparatus  working  hand-in- 
glove  with  evangelicals.” 

Perhaps  most  significant  of  all,  the 
church-state  specialist  says,  is  that  “you 
have  a  president  who  for  the  first  time  in 
history  has  a  religious  agenda.”  Mr. 
Menendez,  an  Episcopalian,  cites  Pres¬ 
ident  Reagan’s  advocacy  of  legislation 
on  school  prayer,  abortion  and  aid  to 
parochial  schools  as  examples,  as  well  as 
his  appointment  of  a  U.S.  ambassador  to 
the  Vatican. 

The  Americans  United  staffer  views 
such  developments  as  "deplorable”  and 
warns  that  they  may  be  “moving  us 
away  from  the  constitutional  prohibition 
on  religious  tests”  for  public  office. 

“I  think  religious  people  have  every 
right  to  be  involved  in  politics  as  individ¬ 
uals,  but  not  speaking  for  church  bodies. 
I  think  that  churches  ought  not  be  seen  as 
partisan  bodies.” 

JAMES  M.  WALL 

The  new  Christian  right  today  is  “a 
product  of  the  liberal  left,”  said  an  editor 
who  considers  himself  part  of  the  second 
group. 

The  Rev.  James  M.  Wall,  the  United 
Methodist  minister  who  edits  The  Chris¬ 
tian  Century  magazine,  said  that  today, 
“the  new  religious  right  has  moved  into  a 
commanding  position  of  power  that  it  has 
not  previously  had .’’ 

He  points  out  that  it  developed  as  a  re¬ 
action  to  liberal  religious  involvement  in 
public-policy  issues  of  the  1960s.  “The 
tactics  of  each  are  basically  the  same,” 
Mr.  Wall  said.  “The  new  right  has  as 
much  right  to  present  its  values  in  the  po¬ 
litical  arena  as  the  liberal  left  does.  They 
are  doing  on  the  issues  of  school  prayer 
and  abortion  what  we  previously  did  on 
the  subjects  of  civil  rights  and  Vietnam.  " 

But  Mr.  Wall  adds  that  with  the  reli¬ 
gious  right,  “the  danger  lies  in  the  spirit 
and  the  attitudes  with  which  they  are 
conducting  the  campaign.” 

Unlike  some  some  church-state  sepa- 
rationists,  Mr.  Wall  has  no  problem  with 
using  religious  values  to  guide  political 
decisions.  “I  can't  as  a  religious  person 
bring  any  other  values  than  religious 
values”  into  the  political  arena,  he  said. 
“All  legislation  reflects  moral 
standards." 

MAX  STACKHOUSE 

A  “distinction  of  levels”  has  been  lost 
in  the  current  debate  on  religion  and  poli¬ 
tics,  said  Max  Stackhouse,  professor  of 
religion  and  society  at  Andover-Newton 
Theological  School. 

“One  of  the  new  things  is  the  loss  of 
what  has  been  a  distinction  of  levels. 
When  you  say  the  words  ‘church  and 
state,'  you’re  talking  about  institutions. 
When  you  talk  about  religion  and  politi¬ 
cal  philosophy,  you’re  talking  about 
ideas.  Today  the  confusion  between  the 
two  is  enormous.” 

The  second  level  “is  neglected  in  many 
of  the  statements,”  the  theologian  said. 
“Many  religions  and  most  serious  theolo¬ 
gies  of  the  past  several  centuries  have 
just  assumed,  and  quite  properly,  that 
ethics  fostered  by  religious  commitment 
do  and  should  influence  political  think¬ 
ing,  the  vision  of  the  good  society. 

“People  in  politics  making  hard  deci¬ 
sions  do  at  certain  times  have  to  rely  on 
values  and  meanings  that  transcend  po¬ 
litical  interests.  At  this  higher  level  the  re¬ 
lation  between  ethics  and  religion  is  not 
only  inevitable  but  necessary  in  the  inte¬ 
gration  of  persons  who  are  believers  and 
citizens  and  the  integration  of  civilization.’’ 

One  of  the  most  interesting  features  at 
this  second  level,  the  theologian  said,  “is 
that  the  important  positions  —  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic,  that  sponsored  by  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  and  that  of 
the  evangelical  groups  —  are  never  sim¬ 
ply  nationalist.  They  all  reach  beyond  na¬ 
tional  borders,  and  thus  they  have  an  im¬ 
plication  for  humankind,  which  is  bigger 
than  national  politics. 


Dear  Deborah 

How  can  I  be  reconciled 
with  my  forsaken  sister  ? 

T~\  n  n  h  TA ..  1. ......  I,  .  .  1 A  _  .  *11  ..1  .  .  •  ■  ■ 


Dear  Deborah 

My  sister  and  I  had  not  spoken  a  word 
to  each  other  for  over  20  years.  The  rea¬ 
son  is  no  longer  relevant  and  probably 
wasn’t  at  the  time.  We  always  avoided 
meeting  one  another,  and  after  our  par¬ 
ents  both  died  this  was  easily  accom¬ 
plished. 

When  communion  was  served  I  always 
felt  uncomfortable  when  the  words,  “if 
you  have  aught  against  .  .  ."  were  read 
and  avoided  communion  whenever  pos¬ 
sible.  A  month  ago  I  decided  this  had 
lasted  long  enough.  We  are  both  getting 
on  in  years,  so  I  wrote  my  sister  a  long 
letter  of  apology  for  my  part  in  this  shun¬ 
ning.  She  did  not  answer.  So  I  phoned 
her.  She  hung  up  the  phone  on  me.  The 
second  time  I  called,  her  husband  an¬ 
swered  and  told  me  never  to  call  again.  I 
sat  down  and  cried,  and  prayed,  and 
cried  some  more. 

There  does  not  seem  to  be  a  way 
through  this  wall  between  us.  I  am  writ¬ 
ing  to  you  because  I  hope  no  one  else  ever 
lets  some  cruel  word  or  circumstance 
separate  them  from  loved  ones.  I  say 
apologize  at  once  whether  you  are  at  fault 
or  not  (almost  always  there  is  fault  on 
both  sides),  seek  common  ground  with¬ 
out  letting  the  bad  feelings  grow  old. 

If  this  advice  can  help  anyone  who 
reads  your  column  I  am  glad  I  wrote.  If 
my  sister  should  read  this  letter,  pray 


that  she  will  relent,  give  up  her  hateful 
feelings,  and  make  it  possible  for  us  to 
love  one  another  as  sisters  should. 

Mary  L. 

Dear  Mary  L. : 

It  is  alarming  to  me  how  many 
families  have  situations  such  as  the 
one  you  describe.  Everyone  is  the 
loser.  Family  ties  are  sacred  ties  yet 
ones  filled  with  difficult  times,  and 
there  must  always  be  a  commitment 
to  keeping  together  in  love. 

After  some  time  has  passed  why 
don't  you  write  to  your  sister  again? 
If  you  gently  prod  her  some  day  you 
may  strike  a  note  that  will  bring  her 
response.  Apparently  her  husband 
has  shared  in  her  bitterness  or  feels 
he  is  shielding  her.  You  may  want  to 
write  to  him  directly  seeking  his 
help  in  a  reconciliation.  It  can't  hurt 
and  it  might  help.  Continue  to  pray 
for  them  both  and  for  yourself  also. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 
orah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write: 
“Dear  Deborah,”  P.  0.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 
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6The  Prophet’ 

NASHVILLE  —  Religious  News  Service  recently  acquired  the  right  to 
use  this  and  other  art  from  the  award-winning  United  Methodist  student 
magazine,  “motive.”  This  is  “The  Prophet.”  a  woodcut  by  Jack  Morse. 
The  magazine,  which  ceased  publication  in  the  1970s,  was  famed  for  its 
progressive  articles  and  avant  garde  illustrations. 
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Developers  pressured 


to  include  churches 
in  new  urban  planning 


From  Lutheran  Council  News 

NEW  YORK  —  A  land  developer’s 
dream  is  turning  into  an  evangelist’s 
nightmare. 

A  32-square-mile  stretch  of  swamps 
and  salt  meadows  alongside  the  Hacken¬ 
sack  River  in  northern  New  Jersey  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  have  more  than  100.000  resi¬ 
dents  in  15  to  20  years  —  but  there  are  no 
current  plans  for  churches  there. 

An  ecumenical  group  is  trying  to 
change  all  that. 

“Can  you  imagine  a  city  the  size  of  Pat¬ 
terson,  N.J.;  Peoria,  Ill.;  or  Topeka, 
Kan.,  with  no  churches,  no  YWCA  or 
other  non-profit,  value-generating  insti¬ 
tutions?”  asked  the  Rev.  Stephen  Bou- 
man  of  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  in  Bo¬ 
gota,  N.J. 

Mr.  Bouman,  37,  is  a  leader  of  the  ecu¬ 
menical  project  called  the  Meadowlands 
Ministries. 

In  1968  the  State  of  New  Jersey  formed 
the  Hackensack  Meadowlands  Develop¬ 
ment  Commission  to  devise  a  master 
plan  for  the  development  of  the  area, 
where  land  is  worth  more  than  $200,000 
an  acre. 

High  costs  keep  them  out 

The  churches  were  granted  “permitted 
use”  status  in  the  developers'  plans,  but 
the  high  land  costs  and  the  type  of  devel¬ 
opments  (consisting  mainly  of  housing 
and  businesses)  have  made  it  difficult  for 
churches  to  buy  land,  said  the  Rev. 
David  Kern,  an  Episcopal  priest  from  Se- 
caucus,  N.J.  Mr.  Kern  also  serves  as 
executive  director  of  the  Meadowlands 
Ministries,  with  offices  in  Lyndhurst,  N.J. 

It  is  difficult  to  change  plans  in  the  de¬ 
velopments  because  of  the  many  differ¬ 
ent  developers  and  the  existence  of 
state-enforced,  rather  than  locally  ap¬ 
proved,  zoning  laws,  said  the  56-year-oid 
Mr.  Kern.  He  added  many  developers 
have  misinterpreted  state  requirements 


and  have  provided  only  for  physical 
needs  and  education. 

In  the  mid-1970’s,  representatives  of 
Protestant,  Catholic  and  Jewish  groups 
began  to  discuss  the  problem,  and  Mea¬ 
dowlands  Ministries  was  formed  in  June 
1982. 

Members  include  the  Roman  Catholic 
Archdiocese  of  Newark,  the  East  Coast 
Synod  of  the  Association  of  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Churches,  Episcopal  Diocese 
of  Newark,  Northern  New  Jersey  Confer-  ? 
ence  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  Pa-  * 
lisades  Presbytery  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  the  New  Jersey  Association  1 
of  the  United  Church  of  Christ. 

Cooperation  was  crucial.  “With  to-  * 
day’s  high  land  costs,  gentrification  and 
government  bureaucracies,  individual  ’ 
denominations  can’t  act  alone  any¬ 
more,"  said  Mr.  Bouman. 

In  the  summer  of  1983  the  Meadow-  * 
lands  Ministries  sat  in  on  planning  hear-  ’ 
ings,  petitioning  developers  to  make  . 
room  for  the  churches  in  Berry’s  Creek  { 
Center. 

One  developer  agreed  to  include  a  “so-  . 
cial  infrastructure”  —  churches  and  : 
other  nonprofit  groups  —  in  his  plans.  ' 
The  churches  have  used  the  “Berry’s  ' 
Creek  precedent"  in  approaching  other  \ 
developers. 

Housing  is  on  the  agenda 

Housing  for  the  elderly  and  the  middle  l 
to  lower  classes  is  also  on  the  Meadow-  ; 
lands  Ministries'  negotiating  agenda.  By 
New  Jersey  law,  the  developments  must  [ 
have  20  percent  lower  income  housing,  a  J 
figure  that  is  not  to  the  liking  of  some  de-  ; 
velopers.  Mr.  Bouman  said. 

Another  issue  for  the  Meadowlands: 
Ministries  is  relating  the  “older  churches ; 
to  the  new  communities  so  they  don’t  de- ; 
velop  separately,"  according  to  Doug 
Reans,  an  Episcopalian  missioner  based 
in  Secaucus.  N.J. 


History  of  Hym  ns 

Psalm  23  paraphrased 
into  widely  popular  hymn 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  King  of  love  my  Shepherd  is. 
Whose  goodness  faileth  never; 

I  nothing  lack  if  lam  his 
And  he  is  mine  forever. 

Of  all  the  Old  Testament  psalms  that 
have  been  cast  into  poetic  form  for 
singing,  Psalm  23  has  been  so  treated 
most  often.  The  beauty  and  simplicity  of 
the  “Shepherd  Psalm"  have  made  it  a 
universal  favorite. 

Henry  W.  Baker  paraphrased  the 
psalm  in  the  language  and  spirit  of  the 
mid-I9th-century  Anglican  Church  The 
excellence  of  his  work,  first  published  in 
1868,  may  be  measured  by  the  fact  that 
this  hymn  is  found  in  hymnals  used  today 
by  English-speaking  congregations 
around  the  world 

In  converting  this  psalm  into  a  hymn. 
Baker  added  New  Testament  concepts 
In  the  third  stanza  is  a  reference  to  the 
parable  of  the  lost  sheep  found  in  Mat¬ 
thew  18. 

In  the  fourth  stanza,  the  line  “Thy 
cross  before  to  guide  me”  borrows  from 
traditional  language  of  the  church  rather 


than  from  scripture. 

In  the  fifth  stanza  there  is  a  reference 
to  Holy  Communion  in  the  use  of  the  word 
“chalice." 

Baker,  ordained  in  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land  in  1844,  became  vicar  of  Monkland 
in  1851  and  remained  there  until  his., 
death.  The  building  was  a  12th-century 
church  which  Baker  carefully  restored 
and  to  which,  in  1866,  he  added  a  new  pipe 
organ. 

The  small  parish  which  he  served 
made  few  demands  of  him,  and,  being  a 
man  of  independent  means,  he  was  able 
to  devote  his  energies  and  time  to  many 
other  worthy  causes.  He  wrote  more  than 
30  hymns,  some  of  which  were  excellent 
translations  from  the  Latin. 

His  most  significant  work  was  the  pre¬ 
paration  and  development  of  a  hymnal 
for  the  Church  of  England,  “Hymns  An¬ 
cient  and  Modern”  (1861),  that  has  be¬ 
come  a  benchmark  for  English  hymn 
singing  and  greatly  influenced  subse¬ 
quent  hymnals  both  in  England  and 
America  for  more  than  a  hundred  years. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“Come,  Thou  Fount  of  Every  Blessing"' 
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Methodist  Children’s  Home  News 


Printed  Quarterly  By  The  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  Ruston,  La. 


Terrel  J.  Deville,  Executive  Director 


Doug  Williams,  Chaplain  and  Director  of  Development 


Campus  School  To  Become  Reality 


From  The  Executive  Director 


Construction  will  begin  soon  on  the 
new  campus  educational  center  for 
Methodist  Children’s  Home.  The 
facility  will  contain  space  for  two 
classes  that  have  already  been 
meeting  on  the  MCH  campus,  as 
well  as  the  additional  space 
required  to  operate  an  accredited 
setting  for  grades  7-12. 

The  building  will  be  located 
behind  Holt  Activities  Center  and 
will  face  White  Street  which  runs 
between  MCH  and  Lincoln  General 
Hospital.  A  special  entrance  to  the 
school  will  be  provided  from  White 
Street  thereby  reducing  the  traffic 
flow  on  the  MCH  campus. 

The  new  school  was  a  proposal  of 
the  long  range  planning  committee 
of  the  MCH  Board  of  Directors 
which  concluded  its  study  earlier 
this  year.  In  reporting  to  the  Board 
of  Directors,  the  committee  stressed 
the  need  for  a  campus  educational 
program  for  junior  high  and  high 
school  students.  The  committee 
determined  that  most  of  these 
students  were  finding  adjustment  in 
public  schools  to  be  most  difficult. 
MCH  staff  and  committee  members 
felt  that  most  students  would  benefit 
from  placement  in  the  campus 
school  upon  their  admission  to  the 
MCH  residential  program.  After 
students  make  academic  and  social 
adjustments  to  the  campus 
program,  they  will  then  be  placed  in 
public  schools. 

After  hearing  the  committee’s 
recommendations  the  Board  of 
Directors  gave  the  campus  school  a 
high  priority  status  among  the 
various  future  programs  to  be 
implemented.  The  agency’s  staff 


met  with  architects  and  spelled  out 
the  specific  needs  for  the  educa¬ 
tional  center.  With  the  recent  final 
approval  of  the  architect's  plans 
MCH  is  now  in  the  process  of  taking 
bids  for  construction  of  the  facility. 

The  building  will  have  two  self- 
contained  classrooms  for  special 
classes,  as  well  as  four  other  class¬ 
rooms  to  be  shared  by  the  regular 
academic  program.  In  addition 
there  will  be  a  library  and  resource 
center  along  with  offices  and 
working  space  for  teachers.  The 
rear  of  the  building  will  have  access 
to  the  gym  and  dining  area  of  Holt 
Activities  Center  in  order  to  provide 
for  physical  education  classes  and 
noon  meals. 

During  construction  of  the  project 
MCH  Guidance  and  Vocational  Ser¬ 
vices  Director,  Evelyn  Wilburn,  and 
Associate  Director,  John  Allen,  will 
be  planning  the  operation  and 
staffing  of  the  facility.  This  will  be 
done  in  close  cooperation  with  Lin¬ 
coln  Parish  Schools  in  order  to 
assure  that  the  MCH  program  is 
accredited.  This  will  allow  students 
to  easily  transfer  from  the  campus 
facility  to  the  public  schools  when 
such  transfer  is  deemed  desirable 
for  the  student’s  educational 
program. 

During  the  1984-85  academic  year 
most  MCH  residents  will  remain 
enrolled  in  public  schools.  As  of 
September  4,  MCH  students  were 
enrolled  as  follows:  Ruston  High 
School-19;  Glen  View  Junior  High-6; 
I.  A.  Lewis  Elementary -4 ;  Cypress 
Springs  Elementary-11;  Ruston 
Elementary-1 ;  and  Vocational^. 


Christmas  Is  Coming 

Yes,  Christmas  is  coming  and  it’s  coming  sooner  than  you 
think.  At  least  it  will  come  that  soon  at  MCH. 

As  you  read  this  newsletter,  the  Christmas  catalogues  are 
being  readied  for  distribution  to  the  houses.  The  children  will 
make  their  selections  and  hand  in  their  “wishlists”  during 
October.  This  will  give  houseparents  time  to  order  all  the  gifts 
that  are  not  available  locally. 

Once  again  MCH  will  be  seeking  individuals  and  groups  to 
sponsor  the  cost  of  Christmas  presents  for  the  children  and 
youth.  Cost  for  presents  is  $50.00  per  child  for  all  ages.  If  you 
are  interested  in  being  a  1984  Christmas  sponsor  you  may  go 
ahead  and  send  your  donation  now  or  wait  and  fill  out  the 
sponsor’s  coupon  in  the  next  edition  of  the  MCH  Newsletter. 


School  Daze 


The  campus  classroom,  shown  in  top  photo,  and  empty  during  the  August  break, 
will  be  replaced  by  the  campus  school  to  be  constructed  within  the  next  10  months. 

Guidance  and  Vocational  Counseling  Director,  Evelyn  Wilburn,  shown  in  the  center 
photo,  gives  out  school  supplies  to  an  aspiring  student. 

Evelyn  Wilburn  looks  over  the  new  school  plans  with  MCH  Associate  Director,  John 
Allen,  shown  in  the  bottom  photo. 


Terrel  J.  DeVille 

Sometime  ago  I  discussed  the  issue  of  state  licensing  of  child 
care  facilities.  At  that  time  I  shared  with  you  my  own  belief  that 
all  residential  child  care  agencies  should  be  subject  to  state 
licensing  standards.  I  also  discussed  proposed  legislation  which 
was  awaiting  action  by  the  state  legislature. 

I  am  sad  to  report  to  you  that  the  proposed  licensing 
legislation  did  not  pass.  The  proposed  bill  passed  the  Senate, 
but  was  amended  in  the  House  so  as  to  make  licensing  basically 
voluntary  and  non-enforceable.  A  joint  House-Senate  commit¬ 
tee  was  still  trying  to  work  out  a  compromise  measure  when 
the  legislative  session  ended  thereby  killing  the  licensing 
attempt  for  another  session. 

It  is  regrettable  that  Louisiana  remains  one  of  those  states 
that  does  not  require  licensing  of  residential  child  care  facili¬ 
ties.  The  Louisiana  Association  of  Child  Care  Agencies  (to 
which  we  belong)  has  endorsed  mandatory  licensing.  The 
Louisiana  Baptist  Children’s  Home  and  the  Catholic  child  care 
agencies  have  joined  us  at  MCH  in  supporting  such  licensing. 

Then  who  is  it  that  opposes  this  licensing?  Basically  the 
opponents  are  some  small  private  operators  including  several 
agencies  operated  by  independent  religious  groups  not 
affiliated  with  any  major  church.  It  is  some  of  these  indepen¬ 
dent  self-styled  “Christian”  facilities  that  have  been  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  investigations  regarding  abuse  of  children  and  youth  in 
their  programs.  Many  of  these  independent  religious  agencies 
claim  the  principle  of  church/state  separation  prohibits  the 
state  from  providing  guidelines  for  them  as  to  how  they  are  to 
treat  the  children  in  their  program. 

What  these  opponents  of  licensing  fail  to  realize  is  that  when 
any  group  (religious  or  private)  operates  a  facility  providing  a 
public  service  such  as  residential  child  care,  then  that  agency  is 
responsible  to  live  under  the  guidelines  set  up  by  the  state  in  the 
interest  of  the  public  good.  No  one  would  dare  argue  that  a 
church  bus  should  not  have  to  display  a  safety  inspection 
sticker  under  the  guise  of  church/state  separation.  This  would 
be  ridiculous.  Neither  should  church  groups  try  to  claim 
exemption  for  children’s  homes,  hospitals,  or  nursing  homes 
which  they  operate.  The  state  has  the  responsibility  of  making 
certain  that  these  facilities  are  providing  services  that  are 
beneficial  and  not  harmful. 


It  is  truly  sad  that  some  of  our  state  legislators  were 
persuaded  by  the  very  vocal  minority  who  opposes  licensing.  I 
am  sorry  that  the  legislature  did  not  act  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  majority  of  the  child  care  agencies  including  those 
of  the  three  major  religious  groups  within  our  state. 

1  would  ask  that  you  as  individuals  lend  your  support  to  the 
efforts  made  on  behalf  of  required  licensing.  Please  become 
informed  about  this  issue  and  then  please  contact  your  state 
senator  and  representative  concerning  your  feelings.  Let  us 
make  the  legislature  aware  that  most  citizens  of  Louisiana  in¬ 
cluding  conscientious  Christians  are  in  favor  of  state  required 
licensing  of  all  residential  child  care  facilities.  Let  us  do  this  on 
behalf  of  the  children.  Thank  you. 


New  Members 
On  Board 

When  the  MCH  Board  of  Directors 
meets  for  its  annual  fall  meeting  on 
October  2  there  will  be  six  new  members 
present.  Four  of  these  persons  were 
elected  to  membership  at  the  recent 
annual  conference  while  the  remaining 
two  are  pastors  who  have  recently 
become  ex-officio  board  members  due  to 
their  new  pastoral  assignments. 

Newly  elected  members  are  Rev. 
Alonzo  Campbell,  from  Newman  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria;  Rev. 
Charles  Simmons  from  St.  Luke-Simpson 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Lake 
Charles;  Rev.  H.  A.  Harrington  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  West  Monroe 
and  Mr.  James  Gray,  a  United  Methodist 
layman  from  New  Iberia.  Campbell, 
Simmons  and  Gray  were  elected  to  three 
year  membership  while  Harrington  was 
elected  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  the 
late  Robert  Croom  of  Lafayette. 

The  two  new  ex-officio  members  are 
Rev.  Chris  Andrews  and  Rev.  Henry 
Blount.  Andrews  became  pastor  of 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston 
in  June  while  Blount  became  Ruston 
District  Superintendent  in  September. 

MCH  Executive  Director,  Terrel 
DeVille,  had  the  following  to  say  con¬ 
cerning  the  new  members:  “We  are 
pleased  to  have  all  of  these  persons  on 
our  MCH  Board  of  Directors.  Together 
and  individually  they  bring  much 
strength  and  a  variety  of  talents  to  our 
group.  I  hope  they  enjoy  working  with  us 
as  much  as  we  will  enjoy  our  association 
with  them.” 


'O  You  Beautiful  Doll ! ' 


Girls  learned  how  to  model 
like  the  professionals 


Several  young  ladies  of  MCH  got  to 
show  us  their  looks  and  their  talents  on 
Friday,  August  3rd.  On  that  date  the 
annual  summer  activity  program  closed 
with  a  special  performance  by  some  of 
the  youth. 

The  program  featured  dance  and 
gymnastic  performances,  as  well  as  a 
style  show.  The  style  show  was  coordi¬ 
nated  by  Lewis  &  Co.  of  Ruston  along 
with  members  of  the  Ruston  Junior 
Auxiliary.  This  was  the  second  year  that 
the  Junior  Auxiliary  has  been  involved  in 
a  workshop  for  the  older  MCH  girls 
during  the  final  week  of  the  summer 
program.  MCH  expresses  special  thanks 
to  the  Ruston  Junior  Auxiliary  and  to 
Lewis  &  Co.  for  helping  make  this  big 
event  possible. 


Pretty  maids  all  in  a  row 


v.v/.vav.vWAW/.w.VawW.v. 
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Joy  Crowns  Lafon  Home  Consecration 


International  Lesson  Series 


cration. 

After  the  ceremony,  refresh¬ 
ments  were  served  by  the  Lafon 
Home  Auxiliary,  of  which  Mrs. 
Veora  Lundy  is  the  President. 
Guided  tours  of  the  facility  were 
conducted  for  the  visitors. 


By  ELWOOD  FLEMING 

“It’s  something  we’ve  needed  for 
so  long  and  we’re  so  fortunate  to 
have  it  in  our  neighborhood,"  said 
one  of  the  elderly  ladies  who 
shared  in  the  Consecration  of  the 
new  Lafon  Nursing  Home,  at  4021 
Cadillac  Street,  New  Orleans. 

The  September  16  event  saw 
more  than  three  hundred  people 
gather  to  worship,  visit,  inspect 
the  facility  and  witness  the  consec¬ 
ration  of  the  new  institution  of 
mercy  by  their  bishop,  Walter  L. 
Underwood. 

“There  are  many  lonely  and  neg¬ 
lected  in  the  world,”  said  Bishop 
Underwood,  “But  at  no  time  is  this 
more  true  than  at  the  end  of  life. 
They  will  come  to  the  Lafon  Home 
and  find  love  and  care.  The 
purpose  of  this  Home,  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian  institution,  is  to  love  and 
minister  to  people  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ.” 

Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  pastor  of 
the  Mount  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church,  presided  over  the  cere¬ 
mony,  which  featured  the  Brooks 
UM  Choir  under  the  direction  of 
Henry  E.  Adams,  Jr.  The  invoca¬ 
tion  was  given  by  Rev.  William  R. 
London,  Jr.,  pastor  of  Grace  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  with  the 
scripture  lessons  read  by  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  C.  Blakely,  NO-Houma  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent,  and  Rev.  Na¬ 
thaniel  P.  Williams,  pastor  of  Wes¬ 
ley  United  Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker,  Sr.  Di¬ 
rector  of  Special  Ministries  for  the 
Conference  and  Chair  of  the  Lafon 
Board  of  Trustees,  recognized 
Mrs.  Underwood,  other  guests  and 
local,  state  and  national  dignita- 
tries  who  were  present,  along  with 
members  of  the  Cabinet  and  Con¬ 
ference  staff.  Congresswoman 
Lindy  Boggs,  who  was  instrumen¬ 
tal  in  getting  federal  funds  for  the 


Life  in  The  Spirit 


Visitors  for  the  Service 
of  Consecration  are  shown, 
on  the  right,  entering 
the  new  Lafon  Home. 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 

Romans  8:1-8,  31-39 

Paul  has  been  stating  (in  his  Letter  to 
the  Romans,  Chapter  7 )  that  no  one  could 
escape  from  sin  and  it’s  power  through 
his  or  her  own  strength  and  resistance. 
Now,  he  comes  to  the  solution  to  the  prob¬ 
lem  in  Chapter  8,  saying  that  the  Spirit 
gives  us  needed  strength  and  enables  us 
to  have  a  new  life  in  Christ.  This  new  life 
can  be  fully  lived  because  of  the  indwell¬ 
ing  of  God’s  Spirit. 

In  the  second  verse,  Paul  refers  to  the 
“law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus” 
that  set  him  free  from  the  “law  of  sin  and 
death  "  Continuing  with  the  concept  of 
law,  which  every  good  Jew  would  under¬ 
stand,  Paul  contrasts  the  laws  of  Spirit 
of  life  with  sin  and  death.  A  person  can 
set  his  mind  on  things  of  the  flesh  (the 
evil  in  the  world)  or  things  of  the  Spirit. 
But  those  who  choose  the  way  of  the  flesh 
are  at  constant  enmity  with  God,  “hostile 
to  God”  displeasing  to  God,  unwilling  to 
submit  to  God’s  law  because  they  cannot 
—  they  are  actually  unable  to  do  God’s 
will.  Therefore,  one  who  puts  his  mind  on 
wordly  things  (of  the  flesh)  is  dead.  The 
one  who  sets  his  mind  on  the  Spirit  is  one 
with  God  and  therefore  abundantly  alive. 

In  the  verses  between  our  selections, 
we  find  Paul  discussing  the  condition  of 
Christians  who  have  received  the  Spirit 
of  God.  The  Spirit  is  in  the  Christian  and 
the  Christian  is  in  the  Spirit.  The 
Christian  truly  belongs  to  Christ  and  will 
share  in  His  resurrection  power. 

Paul  also  discusses  his  concept  of  our 
"sonship”  with  God.  He  speaks  of  the 
suffering  of  the  present  time  and  says  it 
will  not  be  worth  even  comparing  with 
the  “glory  that  is  to  be  revealed  to  us 
...”  God  is  working  toward  the  ultimate 
consummation  of  his  plan  of  salvation  in 
Christ  Jesus  and  we,  as  Christians,  can 
be  a  vital  part  of  it. 

Paul  then  writes  in  verses  31-39  about 


Christian  assurance.  “If  God  is  for  us, 
who  is  against  us?”  “Who  shall  bring  any 
charge  against  God’s  elect?"  “Who  shall 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  Christ .  .  .?” 

The  gift  of  salvation  is  neither  earned 
nor  merited.  To  be  a  gift,  however,  it  has 
to  be  received  and  accepted.  So,  the 
concept  of  assurance  is  vastly  important. 
Christian  assurance  says  that  God  in 
Christ  has  given  us  the  gift  of  salvation, 
even  when  we  are  in  the  midst  of  our  sins, 
even  when  we  least  deserve  it.  We 
receive  it  in  faith  but  real  acceptance 
comes  only  with  the  assurance  that  it  is 
real.  The  saved  Christian  has  the  assur¬ 
ance  that  he/she  is  saved. 

If  we  had  to  depend  upon  our  own 
strength  and  wisdom  and  upon  our  own 
purity  of  action,  thought,  word,  motive 
...  if  we  had  only  ourselves  to  depend 
upon,  we  would  be  totally  and  eternally 
lost.  But  Paul  tells  us  that  the  Spirit  gives 
us  what  we  need  to  receive  the  salvation 
offered  in  and  through  Christ  Jesus.  We 
have  to  receive  this  gift.  God  is  not  going 
to  force  it  upon  us.  There  is  judgment 
We  judge  ourselves  by  our  response  to 
Christ  and  His  gift. 

The  Spirit  makes  it  possible  for  us  to 
have  full  and  fulfilled  lives.  The  same 
Spirit  who  raised  Jesus  from  the  dead 
will  give  us  eternal  life,  too.  The  same 
Spirit  will  put  us  in  a  special  relationship 
with  God  wherein  we  may  call  Him 
“Abba,  Father!"  The  same  Spirit 
promises  us  glory  beyond  our  imagina¬ 
tion,  “provided  we  suffer  with  Him  in 
order  that  we  may  also  be  glorified  with 
Him  .  .  .’’ 

Christ  Jesus  makes  us  conquerors  of 
life  and  death.  Indeed,  “we  are  more 
than  conquerors  through  him  who  loved 
us  .  .  .”  for  “nothing  can  separate  us 
from  the  love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord!"  Life  in  the  Spirit  is  ours  for  the 
receiving.  It’s  the  only  way  to  go  —  in 
this  life  and  the  next ! 


Wesley  UM  (B.R.)  Hosts  Bradley 

Ed  Bradley,  above,  world  renowned  correspondent  and  a  regular  on  the  ”60 
Minutes"  CBS  feature,  addressed  a  packed  church  on  “We’re  All  Children  of  the 
1960s."  He  was  sponsored  by  Success  Inc.,  an  organization  made  up  of  clergymen, 
educators  and  business  persons. 

The  series,  entitled  “Lifting  the  Level  of  the  American  Rhetoric  in  the  1960s  to  the 
1980s,"  is  aimed  at  students,  children  from  low-income  families,  old  people  living  on 
fixed  incomes  and  business  people  who  seek  growth  in  the  human  dimension, 
according  to  Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.  Chair  of  the  Board  of  Success  Inc.  and  pastor  of 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church. 


Bishop  Walter  L.  Under¬ 
wood,  center,  is  shown  on 
the  steps  of  the  new  Lafon 
Nursing  Home  with  Ad¬ 
ministrator  Edward  Lang, 
on  the  left,  and  Dr.  Samuel 
W.  Walker,  Director  of 
Special  Ministries  for  the 
Conference  and  Chair  of 
the  Lafon  Board  of  Trus¬ 
tees,  on  the  right. 


home  could  not  be  present,  but  sent 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Barbara  Sig¬ 
mund,  Mayor  of  Trenton,  N.J.  to 
represent  her  and  bring  congratu¬ 
lations.  Mr.  Edward  J.  Lang,  Ad¬ 
ministrator  of  the  Home  was  then 
introduced  to  the  group;  as  were 


members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
Dr.  Stone  W.  Caraway,  NO-SI 
dell  District  Superintendent  intr< 
duced  Bishop  Underwood.  After  th 
Bishop’s  brief  address,  the  tru: 
tees  of  the  Home  presented  th 
building  to  the  Bishop  for  const 


Investiture  Committee 
Plans  October  28  Event 

The  Committee  to  plan  the  Investiture  Service  of  Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  is 
shown  above  at  their  first  meeting.  Music,  plants,  stage  arrangements,  publicity, 
television,  guests,  conference  participants  and  the  processional  were  topics  of 
discussion. 

Members  of  the  Committee  shown  above,  clockwise,  are:  Dr.  James  J.  Caraway, 
Wlton  Brumfield.  Mrs.  Irez  Chris  ten  terry,  Dr.  James  Stovall,  Dr.  Nancy  Carruth,  Mrs. 
Helen  Brock,  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  chair,  Mrs.  Liz  Lucas.  Council  Secretary,  Dr. 
Franklin  Poole,  Luther  Jordan.  Rev.  Kirby  Vining,  Dr.  Clyde  Frazier  and  Dr.  Doug 
McGuire.  Shelby  Mackenzie,  not  shown,  arrived  later,  as  did  Bishop  Underwood,  who 
addressed  the  Committee. 


Chambers  Named  To  AVN  Post 


Bishop’s  Award  To  Be 
Inaugurated  At  Annual  Conference 


The  1985  session  of  the  Annual 
Conference  will  be  different,  according 
to  the  ideas  proposed  by  Bishop  Under¬ 
wood  as  he  shared  with  board  and  agency 
leaders  on  September  5. 

In  addition  to  more  singing,  good 
preaching  and  time  for  a  spirit  of 
collegiality,  something  new  will  be 
added:  The  Bishop’s  Awards!  Three 
pastors,  representing  the  small,  middle 
sized  and  larger  churches  will  receive 
awards  for  the  most  students  from  their 
churches  enrolled  at  Centenary  College. 
One  pastor  will  receive  the  award  for  the 
most  students  enrolled  at  Dillard 


University. 

Each  award  will  consist  of :  1)A  plaque 
of  recognition;  2)  A  season  ticket  for  all 
athletic  and  cultural  events  at  Centenary 
and  Dillard  for  the  year;  and  3)  A  $500 
scholarship  given  to  the  pastor  to  award 
as  he  or  she  likes  to  a  worthy  student. 

Death 

Woodrow  W.  Bevill,  71,  a  retired 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
died  August  31.  Rev.  Bevill  had  been 
serving  the  Baskin-Union  Charge  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife  Rita  and  four  children. 


Dr.  John  M.  Braden 


Rev.  L.  Patterson  Culligan 


Braden  To  Fill  Expanded  Staff  Position 
Culligan  To  Plain  Dealing-Walker’s  Chapel 


Dr.  John  M.  Braden,  senior  pastor  of 
the  Summer  Grove  United  Methodist 
Church,  has  been  appointed  to  the 
expanded  staff  position.  Director  of  Edu¬ 
cational  Ministries,  by  Bishop  Walter  L. 
Underwood.  Rev.  L.  Patterson  Culligan 
leaves  the  position  of  Coordinator  of 
Youth  Ministries  of  the  Conference  to 
become  pastor  of  the  Plain  Dealing- 
Walker’s  Chapel  Charge  of  the 
Shreveport  District. 

The  new  position  of  Director  of  Educa¬ 
tional  Ministries  encompasses  Adult, 
Youth  and  Children’s  work,  in  addition  to 
leadership  development  and  training, 
according  to  Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson] 
Director  of  the  conference  Council  on 
Ministries. 

Dr.  Braden  brings  experience  as  a  cer¬ 
tified  lab  instructor  and  teacher  in  many 
regional,  general  church  and  Conference 
events,  to  the  position.  A  native  of 
Arkansas,  he  is  a  graduate  of  Arkansas 
Tech,  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  and 
Drew  University  Theological  School, 
from  which  he  received  the  D.  Min.  in 


1982.  He  has  held  positions  in  churches  in 
Ft.  Smith,  Arkansas,  Sioux  City,  Iowa 
and  Broadmoor,  Shreveport,  before 
coming  to  his  present  position. 

Dr.  Braden  is  married  to  Pamela  Sue 
Carpenter  Braden  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  sons  and  a  daughter. 

Rev.  Culligan,  a  native  of  Lafayette 
and  a  graduate  of  Louisiana  Tech  and  the 
Iliff  School  of  Theology,  has  expanded 
the  youth  and  young  adult  ministries  of 
the  Conference  during  his  two  and  a  half 
years  as  Youth  Coordinator. 

The  CYT  Youth  Newspaper,  impres¬ 
sive  representation  at  Conference,  Juris¬ 
dictional  and  national  youth  events,  and 
outstanding  presentations  at  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  have  characterized  his  youth 
ministry.  In  addition,  strong  adult  and 
youth  leadership  in  the  programs  of  the 
conference  have  been  realized. 

Married  to  Rita  Cromwell  Culligan,  he 
is  the  father  of  two  sons. 

The  position  of  Coordinator  of  Youth 
Ministries  has  been  incorporated  into  Dr. 
Braden’s  new  position. 


Dr.  Curtis  A.  Chambers,  former 
General  Secretary  of  United  Methodist 
Communications  (UMCom),  has  been 
named  the  general  manager  of  the  Alter¬ 
nate  View  Network,  the  television  and 
telecommunications  facility  and  satellite 
earth  station  owned  and  operated  by 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port. 

Dr.  Chambers  has  been  serving  as  a 
general  consultant  to  UMCom  and  Dr. 
Roger  Burgess,  his  success  as  general 
secretary  in  the  national  communica¬ 
tions  post.  He  had  served  the  12  year 
term,  which  is  the  limited  period  all  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  general  executives  may 
serve. 

The  announcement  of  the  AVN  appoint¬ 
ment  was  made  jointly  by  Mr.  Jerry 
Sawyer,  chairman  of  the  board  of  First 
Church,  Shreveport,  and  by  Bishop 
Walter  L.  Underwood. 

In  making  the  appointment,  Bishop 
Underwood  said:  “I  am  delighted  that 
Curtis  Chambers  has  agreed  to  assume 
this  responsibility.  He  is  eminently  quali¬ 
fied  and  has  had  wide  experience  both  in 
the  television  industry  and  in  the  church. 
He  will  be  very  effective  in  developing 
new  markets  and  obtaining  additional 
broadcast  contracts.” 

Dr.  Chambers  expressed  appreciation 
and  joy  in  coming  to  Shreveport  to  work 
with  his  long-time  friend.  Dr.  D.  L. 
Dykes.  He  said:  “Television  is  the  pre¬ 
vailing  medium  of  our  day.  The  church 
must  learn  to  use  television  effectively  to 
tell  Christ’s  story  of  faith,  hope  and  love. 
The  Alternate  View  Network  holds  in  its 
hands  not  only  a  great  vehicle  for 


ministry  in  Shreveport  and  in  Louisiana, 
but  also  the  potential  for  a  powerful 
outreach  to  the  entire  nation.” 

A  graduate  of  Marion  College  and 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary,  Dr. 
Chambers  studied  at  the  Oberlin 
Graduate  School  of  Theology  and  earned 
a  masters  and  doctors  degree  from 
Temple  University.  Lebanon  Valley 
College  also  awarded  him  an  honorary 
Doctor  of  Divinity  degree  in  1967. 

He  is  married  to  June  Chambers  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  four  children. 

Dr.  Chambers  new  position  will  be 
related  to  the  national  Communications 
program  passed  by  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference,  as  it  relates  to  local,  Conference 
and  General  Church  television. 


Dr.  Curtis  A.  Chambers 
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Editorials 

A  wobbly  step  in  right  direction 


Two  cheers  for  the  Ohio  Liquor  Control 
Commission. 

The  commission  recently  banned  the 
“happy  hour’’  practice  of  selling  two  or 
more  drinks  for  the  price  of  one.  Tavern 
patrons  now  can  be  legally  served  only 
one  drink  per  order.  The  ban  was  propos¬ 
ed  by  the  Ohio  Licensed  Beverage  Asso¬ 
ciation  as  a  means  of  discouraging  exces¬ 
sive  drinking  and  drunken  driving. 

It  would  be  naive  to  regard  the  Ohio  ac¬ 
tion,  and  similar  actions  being  taken  or 
considered  in  other  states,  as  a  panacea 
for  the  problems  which  result  from  liquor 
consumption.  The  Ohio  ruling  still 
permits  reduced  prices  on  drinks  served 
before  9  p.m.  And.  of  course,  there  re¬ 
mains  no  foolproof  way  to  prevent  per¬ 
sons  from  consuming  amounts  of  alcohol 
likely  to  produce  harm  to  themselves  or 
to  others. 

But  efforts  to  make  “happy  hour”  less 


enticing  are  at  least  a  wobbly  step  in  the 
right  direction.  Producers  and  sellers  of 
liquor  successfully  have  promoted 
“happy  hour”  as  an  essential  part  of  “the 
good  life."  For  many  persons,  the  2-for-l 
bargain  time  for  drinking  has  become 
not  just  a  regular  routine,  but  a  pathetic  kind 
of  “secular  sacrament”  that  fills  an  unmet 
need  for  fellowship  and  "gusto”  in  life. 

We  as  Christians  should  be  prepared  to 
expose  the  hollowness  of  such  practices. 
We  should  support  efforts  to  blunt  the 
glamour  and  appeal  of  alcohol  consump¬ 
tion,  including  the  practice  and  promo¬ 
tion  of  falsely-named  “happy  hours.”  It 
is  cruel  parody  to  label  as  “happy"  a 
practice  that  so  often  contributes  to  hu¬ 
man  heartache  and  tragedy.  And  we 
should  do  all  in  our  power  to  point  happi¬ 
ness-seekers  to  the  One  who  answers 
our  deepest  needs,  not  in  a  bottle  or  a 
glass,  but  in  a  life-giving  relationship. 


It’s  better  to  debate  religion  than  ignore  it 


By  EMERSON  S.  COLAW 

Both  presidential  candidates  have 
chosen  to  insert  religion  into  the 
campaign.  The  Reagan  forces  are  mak¬ 
ing  an  appeal  to  the  so-called  Religious 
Right  symbolized  by  the  Rev.  Jerry 
Falwell.  The  Mondale  organization  is 
appealing  to  Protestant  and  Catholic 
liberals  as  well  as  Jewish  and  civil 
libertarian  voters. 

There  are  charges  and  counter¬ 
charges.  Mrs.  Ferraro  says  the 
president  is  not  as  Christian  as  he 
implies  or  he  would  be  more  sensitive  to 
the  poor.  Jesse  Jackson  points  out  that 
Mr.  Reagan  does  not  attend  church  ex¬ 
cept  rarely  and  has  never  been  an 
active  church  member.  The  president 


counters  by  saying  Mr.  Mondale  is  in¬ 
sensitive  to  the  rights  ■ 
of  the  unborn  and  I 
is  against  prayer  in  | 
the  public  schools. 

An  official  in  Re- 1 
form  Judaism  writes  I 
that  there  is  some- 1 
thing  ugly  and  fright- [ 
ening  about  invoking" 
theology  to  ad-  Bishop  Colaw 
vance  political  ambitions.  A  spokes¬ 
person  for  the  Lutheran  Church  was. 
quoted  in  the  newspaper  as  saying  the 
attempt  to  equate  party  politics  with 
Christianity  is  offensive. 

I’m  not  so  sure  about  those  anguished 
cries.  I  am  a  mainline  Protestant.  Part 


of  our  distress  about  what  is  happening 
in  the  campaign  is  our  growing 
awareness  that  we  no  longer  have  the 

fiplrl  t  r»  onrsplvp*;  Until  I960  thp 

presidency  belonged  exclusively  to 
white  male  mainline  Protestants.  John 
F.  Kennedy  broke  the  barrier  against 
Catholics.  Jimmy  Carter  opened  the 
White  House  to  “born-again”  evan¬ 
gelicals.  And  now  the  Religious  Right, 
symbolized  by  the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell, 
seems  to  have  the  inside  track. 

Religion  has  always  played  a  role  in 
our  elections.  In  the  past,  one  of  the  req¬ 
uisites  seemed  to  be  that  the  candidate 
must  be  Episcopalian  or  Presbyterian. 
The  present  debate  dramatizes  for  us 
that  we  are  a  pluralistic  people  and  re¬ 


ligious  conservatives  have  as  much 
right  to  the  White  House  as  religious 
liberals.  In  fact,  it  might  suggest  that  a 
Jew,  or  a  Moslem,  or  even  an  agnostic 
is  entitled  to  be  a  candidate  if  he/she 
has  the  other  qualifications. 

Introducing  the  religious  issue  into 
our  political  debate  may  be  healthy.  It 
will  help  us  define  the  role  of  religion  in 
our  national  life.  The  current  contro¬ 
versy  may  build  some  walls  but  it  is  also 
breaking  down  barriers.  It  is  bringing 
into  the  open  the  concerns  of  Evangel¬ 
icals,  mainline  Protestants,  Catholics, 
Jews,  Moslems,  and  agnostics.  It  is 
better  to  debate  religion  than  ignore  it! 

Bishop  Colaw  is  episcopal  leader  of 
United  Methodism 's  Minnesota  A  rea. 


Church  should  say  ‘you’re  wanted’ 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Reclamation  ’84:  A  6pep  rally’  or  revival? 


We  doubt  that  any  United  Methodist 
congregation  ever  attempts  to  make 
people  feel  unwelcome.  But  a  specialist 
in  ministry  to  single  adults,  the  Rev. 
Dick  Dunn,  says  that  countless  divorced, 
widowed  and  never-married  persons 
have  left  the  church  in  recent  years  “be¬ 
cause  they  feel  unwanted”  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  14  and  21). 

In  its  legitimate  affirmation  of 
marriage  and  family,  he  says  a  church’s 
activities  are  often  devised  so  that  un¬ 
married  persons  feel  excluded.  It  is 
similarly  easy  for  a  church  to  project  an 
attitude  that  marriage  is  the  norm  and 
unmarried  persons  represent  a 
maladjusted  deviation  from  that  norm. 
When  faced  with  such  attitudes,  single 
persons  understandably  may  feel  more 
like  unwelcomed  aliens  than  members  of 


“the  church  family.” 

Given  the  rapidly  growing  number  of 
single  adults  in  our  society,  it  is  hearten¬ 
ing  to  see  that  many  congregations  are 
making  a  special  effort  to  say  to  them, 
“you  are  both  wanted  and  needed  by  the 
church.” 

Congregations  not  already  attempting 
to  relate  to  the  special  needs  of  single 
persons  should  reassess  their  efforts, 
beginning  with,  but  not  limited  to,  per¬ 
sons  already  on  the  church  rolls. 

In  some  cases,  that  will  mean  making 
adjustments  in  our  present  attitudes  and 
programs.  In  other  cases  it  will  mean 
developing  specialized  forms  of 
outreach.  In  every  case  it  should  mean 
taking  steps  to  see  that  no  one  who  comes 
through  the  church's  doors  ever  leaves 
feeling  unwanted  or  unneeded. 


To  the  Editor: 

As  one  who  attended  “Reclamation 
’84”  in  Kansas  City  (along  with  30  youth 
from  the  San  Angelo  District),  I  want  to 
take  exception  to  the  Sept.  7  editorial  in 
which  the  rally  was  criticized  for  its 
“misplaced  priorities.”  I  participated  in 
all  of  the  activities  of  the  week,  and  I  can 
only  say  that  your  description  must  have 
been  of  another  event! 

What  I  saw  was  2000  young  people  who 
listened  attentively  to  a  wide  variety  of 
speakers,  whose  themes  were  the  uncon¬ 
ditional  love  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  our  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  celebrate  God’s  love  and 
share  it  with  others.  The  call  to  Christian 
commitment  and  service  could  only  have 
been  missed  by  someone  who  did  not 
want  to  hear.  Many  young  people,  includ¬ 
ing  our  own,  made  new  and  deeper  com¬ 
mitments  to  Christ. 

As  for  the  reference  to  the  emphasis  on 
being  “proud  to  be  United  Methodists,"  I 


rv- 


Here  I  Stand 
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6 Voluntary  military,’  not  draft, 
is  incompatible  with  the  Gospel 


By  WALTER  W.  BENJAMIN' 

In  May  the  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  adopted  a  change  in  our  So¬ 
cial  Principles,  accepting  the  proposition 
that  a  military  draft  both  in  peace  and 
war  is  “incompatible  with  the  Gospel.” 
Like  many  other  United  Methodists,  I 
disagree  with  that  action.  I  affirm  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  the  draft  in  peace  time  and  in 
war  time  for  the  following  reasons : 

(1)  It  is  a  just  means  of  balancing 
rights  and  duties,  benefits  and  burdens, 
in  a  democracy.  I  am  concerned  that  the 
“citizen-soldier"  paradigm  on  which  this 
republic  was  founded  is  being  eroded  by 
an  irrational  hatred  of  all  things  mili¬ 
tary.  Our  “volunteer"  military  runs 
counter  to  the  principles  on  which  this 
nation  was  founded;  that  is,  privileges 
and  responsibilities  should  be  distributed 
equitably 

If  racial  demographics  hold  true,  our 
Army  will  be  42  percent  black  by  the  late 
1980s.  I  am  troubled  that  our  church’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  is 
comfortable  with  a  state  of  affairs  that 
uses  marginalized  members  of  our  so¬ 
ciety  as  military  mercenaries  so  that 
bourgeois  United  Methodists  and  their 
children  can  pursue  privatist  concerns. 

Military  service  in  a  democracy  is  a 
citizen’s  obligation,  not  because  it  may 
demand  the  giving  of  one's  life  but  be¬ 
cause  arms  protect  the  state  that  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  giving  and  protecting  hu¬ 
man  rights.  If  duty  is  not  connected  with 
liberty,  rights  are  taken  for  granted 

Board  has  pacifist  leanings 

The  pacifist  inclinations  of  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  prevent  it  from  ad¬ 
dressing  the  racism  inherent  in  our  “vol- 
untary"  military.  We^may  have  seen  a 
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military  whose  members  are  primarily 
drawn  from  minority  groups,  a  black  and 
brown  army  defending  a  mostly  white 
nation. 

(2)  Most  democracies  of  the  West  have 
no  difficulty  in  seeing  the  compatibility 
of  the  Gospel  with  the  draft.  The  follow¬ 
ing  members  of  NATO  have  universal 
military  conscription:  Norway,  Den¬ 
mark,  West  Germany,  the  Netherlands, 
Belgium,  France,  Italy,  Greece,  Turkey 
and  Spain.  Even  Sweden  and  Switzerland 
require  military  obligation,  with  reserv¬ 
ists  keeping  their  uniforms  and  rifles  in 
their  homes  for  summer  duty  until  55 
years  of  age. 

Even  Pope  John  Paul  II  served  for  a 
time  in  the  Polish  army ! 

(3)  The  draft  militates  against  caste, 
both  military  and  social.  The  draft  re¬ 
quires  comradeship  among  those  who 
would  not  normally  associate  with  one 
another.  Black,  brown,  white  and  yellow 
persons  must  train  together.  Ivy  League 
graduates  must  associate  with  those 
from  Mediocre  U.,  rural  “rubes”  with  city 
“slickers,”  suburbanites  with  those 
from  the  inner  city.  At  a  time  when  social 
caste  formation  is  increasing,  the  draft 
would  assure  us  that  each  generation  had 
one  experience  lifting  it  out  of  its  region, 
background  and  class. 

The  draft  deters 

(4)  The  draft  acts  as  a  nuclear  deter¬ 
rent.  The  former  president  of  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity,  Kingman  Brewster,  states  that  if 
he  were  to  put  a  peace  sticker  on  his  car. 
it  would  read.  “I’d  Rather  Be  Drafted 
Than  Be  Nuked!  ”  He  believes  a  realistic 
anti-nuclear  position  requires  some  form 
of  draft,  for  without  conscription  we 
might  be  forced  to  use  nuclear  weapons 
to  avoid  having  Europe  overrun  by  mas¬ 
sive,  conventional  Soviet  and  Warsaw- 
pact  forces.  Nations  tend  to  violate  the 
moral  principle  of  proportionality 
(armed  response  should  be  commensu¬ 
rate  with  the  force  of  the  attack)  if  they 
are  deficient  in  the  full  range  of  military 
options. 

(5)  The  draft  helps  shape  character. 
Until  Vietnam,  few  questioned  the  na¬ 
tion's  right  to  demand  a  year  or  two  of  a 
person’s  life  as  the  price  of  citizenship. 
We  responded  to  President  Kennedy’s 
cry,  “Ask  not  what  your  country  can  do 
for  you;  ask  what  you  can  do  for  your 
country."  Now  a  quasi-isolationist, 
“never  again,"  funk  hangs  heavy  over 
the  land.  Our  society  is  surfeited  with 
narcissism,  privatism,  materialism  and 
hedonism. 


I  do  not  mythologize  either  war  or  the 
military,  but  there  is  something  to  be 
said  for  the  dose  of  realism  that  comes 
with  military  service.  Maybe  life  is  not 
meant  to  be  lived  for  having  “fun"  and 
being  obsessed  with  our  own  skin ;  maybe 
we  mature  by  going  through  the  dark 
tunnel  of  danger  and  mortality  in  camar¬ 
aderie  and  shared  purpose  and  sacri¬ 
fice.  Perhaps  there  is  something  missing 
in  a  generation  of  hypersensitive,  “un¬ 
tainted”  men,  something  real  and  deeper 
than  can  be  dismissed  with  the  facile  in¬ 
dictment  of  *fmacho.” 

(6)  The  draft  is  an  appropriate  re¬ 
sponse  to  worldly  reality.  Too  much  anti- 
draft  sentiment  is  based  on  ideology 
rather  than  prudence.  The  world,  as 
Martin  Luther  reminded  us,  cannot  be 
ruled  by  a  crucifix.  Violence  is  endemic 
to  the  human  condition  and  is  on  the  in¬ 
crease.  Only  Australia,  of  all  the  conti¬ 
nents,  has  been  exempt  from  serious  na¬ 
tional  or  international  conflict  in  the  past 
few  years. 

Remember  history 

Some  pacifists  view  soldiers  as  barbar¬ 
ians.  They  should  know  that  the  church 
has  always  held  that  Christians  can  use 
force  to  protect  the  powerless.  When  a 
peace  advocate  says,  “All  war  is  wrong; 
it’s  far  better  to  talk  things  out,’’  I  won¬ 
der  who  taught  him  world  history  of  the 
1930s  and  '40s. 

United  Methodists  must  overcome 
their  love-hate  attitude  toward  the  mili¬ 
tary  —  embracing  it  in  times  of  war,  de¬ 
spising  it  in  times  of  peace.  We  all  have  a 
role  to  play  in  making  the  military  more 
responsible.  Unfortunately,  in  May 
United  Methodism  spoke  as  a  sect,  not  a 
church.  What  is  at  issue  is  not  having  a 
military  but  what  kind  of  military  is  ap¬ 
propriate  to  a  democratic  society. 

The  draft  is  a  fair  and  equitable  means 
by  which  free  people  distribute  the  bur 
den  necessary  to  remain  free.  Therefore, 
it  is  the  "voluntary”  military,  not  the  draft, 
that  is  “incompatible”  with  the  Gospel! 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week  s  contribu 
tor,  Walter  W.  Benjamin,  is  chairman  of 
the  Department  of  Religion.  Hamline 
University,  and  a  member  of  the  Minne 
sota  Annual  Conference.  Any  reader  may 
submit  an  article  for  consideration 
(three  typed,  double-spaced  pages  maxi 
mum  length)  to  “ Here  I  Stand,  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.  O.  Box 
660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 

Witness 


My 


don’t  know  what  the  planners  of  the  rally 
had  in  mind,  but  I  do  know  that,  in  the 
context  of  the  event  itself,  the  youth  were 
not  responding  “Yes!”  out  of  institution¬ 
al  loyalty;  rather,  they  were  proud  to  be 
United  Methodists  because  of  the 
church’s  (and  the  rally’s)  bold  affirma¬ 
tion  of  the  love  of  Christ  for  all  people 
everywhere. 

I  go  to  many  (too  many)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  meetings  which  emphasize  just  the 
kind  of  “rah-rah  UMC”  that  you  rightly 
criticized.  All  I  can  say  is  that  your  ob¬ 
server  must  have  not  stayed  long  enough 
or  participated  deeply  enough  to  catch  a 
breeze  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Rally.  It  was 
not  a  pep  rally.  It  was  a  revival  of  faith 
and  a  celebration  of  grace. 

Robert  Hall 

San  Angelo,  Texas 

Cheer  Jesus,  not  church 

To  the  Editor: 

As  one  who  has  been  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  almost  all  of  my  life,  I  experience  fre¬ 
quent  pleasant  surprises  in  reading  your 
paper  and  seeing  the  truth  that  the  Lord 
is  revealing  through  many  in  the  church, 
including  the  Reporter’s  editorial  staff. 
Your  recent  editorial,  “What  is  our 
primary  loyalty?”  was  particularly 
powerful  in  pointing  to  one  example  of 
what  is  a  too-frequent  misplacement  of 
emphasis  within  our  denomination,  that 
of  loyalty  to  the  United  Methodist  Church 
rather  than  to  Jesus  Christ. 

Of  course,  few  will  admit  to  this  but  it 
becomes  very  clear  every  time  one  sits  in 
on  one  of  the  regular  discussions  that  are 
held  within  the  church  (local  or  denomi¬ 
national  level)  about  the  “need  for  new 
members.”  These  usually  are  of  such  a 
nature  that  the  exact  same  conversation 
could  take  place  at  the  local  Rotary  or 
Kiwanis  club.  We  seem  to  have  lost  the 
belief  that  the  people  in  our  community 
need  Christ  and  it  is  our  mission  to  reach 
them. 

I*  like  you,  far  too  often  hear  the 
“horror  story”  of  people  who  attended 
the  Methodist  Church  all  their  lives  and 
were  never  confronted  with  the  need  to 
follow  Christ  personally,  to  receive  the 
gift  of  salvation.  In  fact,  I  am  one  of  those 
people.  We  need  to  stop  cheering  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  start 
cheering  for  Jesus  and  church  member¬ 
ship  will  take  care  of  itself. 

Delmas  Wood 

Westminster,  Maryland 

Editorial  off  target 

To  the  Editor: 

While  I  too  would  hope  that  “Reclama¬ 
tion  ’84”  was  a  great  deal  more  than  a 
United  Methodist  “pep  rally,”  I  would 
much  rather  that  have  been  the  priority 
than  the  one  you  seem  to  suggest. 

I  would  hope  that  it  would  indeed  be 
both  a  reasonable  and  valid  assumption 
that  these  youth  coming  from  local  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Churches  “already  had 
made  a  conscious  personal  commitment 
to  follow  Jesus  Christ  as  their  Lord  — 
either  on  their  own  or  through  confirma¬ 
tion  classes  in  their  home  churches.” 

To  build  upon  and  deepen  such  a  com¬ 
mitment  is  a  worthy  goal.  But,  to  suggest 
that  this  or  similar  rallies  is  a  better 
forum  for  first  personal  decisions  than  is 
the  local  church  from  which  they  came  is 
to  wrongly  indict  and  condemn  the  whole 
concept  of  United  Methodist  preparation 
for  membership  and  the  act  of  confirma¬ 
tion. 

We  give  too  quick  and  glib  acceptance 
of  the  validity  of  the  “horror  story,”  “I 
was  a  church  member,  but  not  really  a 
Christian.”  We  need  to  remember  that 
John  Wesley  did  not  equate  his  Alders- 
gate  heart-warming  experience  with  the 
beginning  of  Christian  faith  or  commit¬ 
ment.  It  was  a  time  of  internalizing  much 
that  had  previously  been  an  external 
reality.  Youth  and  adults  today  likewise 
need  similar  spiritual  awakenings,  but 


WCC  chose  ‘great  Christian’  as  new  head 


By  GERALD  W.  WEISS 
News  stories  regarding  the  election  of 
the  Rev.  Emilio  Castro  to  head  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  (see  Reporter.  July 
20)  have  included  quotes  from  church 
leaders.  However,  I  have  not  noticed  any 
comments  about  him  on  a  day-to-day 
basis.  Therefore.  I  would  like  to  add  my 
witness  as  one  who  spent  four  years  in  al- 
•  most  daily  contact  with  Dr.  Castro  as  we 
worked  in  all  the  nitty-gritty  elements  of 
local  church  ministry  and  mission. 

My  four  years  in  Montevideo,  Uru¬ 
guay,  lent  me  the  privilege  and  opportu¬ 
nity  of  working  closely  with  this  great 
Christian.  Not  only  were  we  in  the  same 
Methodist  Conference,  but  Emilio  was 
our  district  superintendent  and  thereby 
intimately  involved  in  the  missional  and 
organizational  life  of  the  church. 

First  and  foremost,  Emilio  Castro  is  an 
evangelist.  He  is  a  powerful  preacher  of 


the  Word  of  God.  His  sermons  are  always 
biblical,  pointing  to  the  saving  grace  of 
God  in  Christ  and  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  In  Uruguay  he  was  respected  by 
and  invited  by  the  conservative  evangeli¬ 
cals,  pentecostals  and  Roman  Catholics 
Yet,  faithful  to  the  Bible  and  his  Wes¬ 
leyan  roots,  Dr.  Castro  said  salvation 
leads  from  personal  salvation  to  an  in¬ 
escapable  thankful  response  of  individ¬ 
ual  and  Christian  community  witness 
and  involvement  in  social  justice  and 
concern  Biblically  based  rather  than 
oriented  to  any  political  ideology  (all  of 
which  are  under  the  judgment  of  God), 
Dr.  Castro  avoids  the  pitfall  of  being 
identified  with  easy  labels. 

I  wQuld  best  describe  Emilio  Castro 
with  the  words  dialogue,  courage  and 
humility.  His  approach  is  always  one  of 
dialogue.  As  God  never  ceases  to  be  in  dia¬ 
logue  with  humanity,  even  when  human- 
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ity  rejects  and  rebels  against  God,  the 
Christian  church  is  called  to  be  in  dia¬ 
logue  with  the  world.  In  being  faithful  to 
this  call,  Dr.  Castro  has  often  endan¬ 
gered  his  own  life  by  offering  to  be  a  me¬ 
diator  in  dangerous  conflict  situations. 

Finally,  my  memory  recalls  many  mo¬ 
ments  in  the  hectic  life  of  this  busy  pastor 
and  executive  with  tremendous  responsi¬ 
bility  sitting  down  with  a  small  group  of 
colleagues  over  a  cup  of  coffee  and  join¬ 
ing  in  laughter  and  small  talk  that  made 
us  all  feel  as  truly  brothers  and  sisters  in 
Christ.  Emilio  Castro  is  one  who  initiates 
and  facilitates  such  redemptive  mo¬ 
ments.  The  WCC  made  a  wise  choice. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Gerald 
Weiss,  is  a  member  of  Severna  Park 
UMC  in  Severna  Park.  Maryland. 


not  at  the  expense  of  denying  the  validity 
of  confirmation  and  the  hours  and  com¬ 
mitment  of  pastors,  parents,  and 
teachers  who  lead  a  young  person  to  that 
moment  of  decision  and  commitment. 

Harry  W.  Hight  Jr. 
Dryden,  Virginia 

Rally  was  a  ‘highlight’ 

To  the  Editor : 

Thank  you  for  the  September  7  edito¬ 
rial  about  the  temptation  to  confuse  the 
church’s  primary  goal  of  proclaiming 
God’s  Kingdom  with  the  idolatrous  goal 
of  fostering  institutional  loyalty.  It  is 
indeed  tragic  that  for  some  people  the 
primary  loyalty  is  for  a  particular  con¬ 
gregation  or  denomination  rather  than 
the  One  who  is  head  of  all  churches. 

As  a  person  who  attended  Reclamation 
'84,  I  too  was  uncomfortable  with  the 
question  that  was  asked  several  times, 
“Are  you  proud  to  be  a  United  Method¬ 
ist?”  I  would  rather  it  had  been  asked, 
“Do  you  appreciate  being  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Christian?”  which  is  how  I  under¬ 
stood  its  meaning. 

Nevertheless,  I  must  disagree  with 
your  assessment  that  “the  highest 
priority  on  the  (Reclamation  ’84)  agenda 
was  the  generation  of  good  feelings  about 
the  United  Methodist  Church  ...” 

I  have  the  feeling  that  the  editorialist 
was  not  at  Reclamation  and  was  judging 
upon  partial  information.  The  great 
majority  of  the  four-day  experience  was 
focused  upon  being  faithful  to  God’s  call 
upon  our  lives.  Yet,  the  editorial  is  cor¬ 
rect  in  that  there  was  an  emphasis  upon 
celebrating  our  United  Methodist 
identity  ;  it  would  seem  rather  difficult  to 
observe  the  Bicentennial  without  this. 

Several  of  those  who  Went  in  our  group 
indicated  Reclamation  was  a  spiritual 
highlight  of  a  life-time.  One  young  person 
made  a  decision  concerning  the  ministry 
as  a  result  of  the  rally. 

I  appreciate  the  opportunity  you  give 
for  your  readers  to  share  their  views. 

Charles  W.  Horton 
Duncan,  Oklahoma 

Proud  to  be  a  UM! 

To  the  Editor: 

To  say  that  your  September  7  editorial 
headlined  “What  is  our  primary  loyal¬ 
ty?”  was  upsetting  to  me  is  an  under¬ 
statement.  I  attended  Reclamation  ’84, 
and  I  was  one  of  the  youth  sponsors  who 
shouted  affirmative  answers  to  the  often- 
asked  question,  “Are  you  proud  to  be 
United  Methodists?”  I  did  not,  however, 
feel  at  any  time  that  I  was  attending  a 
“pep  rally.”  I  feel  that  the  person  who 
wrote  this  editorial  has  certainly  missed 
the  point. 

Reclamation  ’84  was  truly  a  spiritual- 
life  rally.  Those  of  us  who  participated  in 
this  event  in  Kansas  City  returned  to  our 
local  churches  filled  with  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  We  left  Kansas  City  com¬ 
mitted  to  making  things  better  in  our 
world.  We  left  with  a  commitment  to 
work  for  peace  through  understanding 
and  love  for  all  humankind. 

The  Reclamation  ’84  Design  Team  did 
an  outstanding  job  of  creating  an  event 
that  would  generate  a  loving,  caring  spir¬ 
it  among  those  who  attended.  The 
speakers  at  Reclamation  ’84  spoke  on 
timely  subjects  that  challenged  young 
and  old  to  strive  for  a  better  tomorrow. 

During  one  of  the  sessions  we  sang  with 
renewed  hope  “We  Shall  Overcome 
Someday,”  and  we  believed  those  words. 
I  want  to  know  how  these  kinds  of  experi¬ 
ences  of  faith  can  be  termed  “misplaced 
priorities”? 

So  what  if  we  shouted  and  cheered  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church?  The  future 
of  our  church  is  in  the  hands  of  those 
2,000  young  people  and  others  like  them, 
and  I  thank  God  that  this  event’s  design 
team  had  the  foresight  to  plan  such  a 
rally.  Is  it  wrong  to  be  proud  of  one’s 
denominational  efforts? 

The  Spirit  of  God  was  alive  at 
Reclamation  ’84. 1  for  one  am  glad  to  see 
some  spirit  aroused  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Your  editorial  expressed  concern 
about  “deep  religious  commitment  .  .  . 
and  felt  the  need  for  an  urgent  summons 
to  a  journey  of  eternal  importance:  to  be 


followers  of  Jesus  Christ."  Obviously, 
the  writer  of  the  editorial  was  not  part  of 
that  “shouting  crowd”  or  the  writer 
would  have  known  that  there  were  2,000 
“followers”  in  Kansas  City  committing 
themselves  not  only  to  things  eternal  but 
to  working  for  God’s  Kingdom  on  earth. 

I’m  still  “proud  to  be  a  United  Method- 
lst!  Stephanie  Lacy 

Edinburg,  Texas 

Roberts  analysis  helpful 

To  the  Editor: 

Let  me  thank  you  for  Spurgeon  Dun¬ 
nam ’s  interpretive  analysis  on  the  minis¬ 
try  of  Oral  Roberts.  It  is  my  hope  that 
this  article  will  be  recognized  as  a  posi¬ 
tive  opportunity  for  understanding  Dr. 
Roberts’  relationship  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Since  1968  —  when  Dr.  Roberts  joined 
the  Methodist  Church  —  significant 
changes  have  occurred  in  the  require¬ 
ments  for  conference  membership  and 
for  ordination.  These  changes  have  made 
Dr.  Roberts’  relationship  to  the  ordained 
ministry  even  more  complex.  From  my 
perspective,  the  basic  issue  is  the  distinc¬ 
tion  between  ordination  and  conference 
membership. 

I  trust  that  your  article  will  open  the 
door  for  more  conversation  and  that  Dr. 
Roberts  and  his  associates  will  accept 
this  opportunity  to  engage  in  dialogue  in 
depth  about  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  the  relationship  which  the  Oral 
Roberts  ministry  may  have  to  our  con¬ 
nection. 

The  School  of  Theology  at  Oral  Roberts 
University  has  some  outstanding  faculty 
members,  many  of  whom  are  United 
Methodists.  Many  students  from  the 
school  have  demonstrated  a  sincere 
desire  and  commitment  to  work  within 
the  United  Methodist  structure. 
Whatever  developments  the  future  may 
bring,  I  hope  we  will  continue  to  have  the 
kind  of  ministers  I  have  seen  coming  out 
of  the  Oral  Roberts  Seminary. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  sensitivity  to 
this  relationship.  I  am  grateful  for  the 
work  you  have  done  and  for  what  you 
have  attempted  to  do  toward  encourag¬ 
ing  communication  so  the  winds  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  may  lead  us  to  better  rela¬ 
tionships  and  more  effective  witness  in 
the  days  ahead. 

John  Wesley  Hardt 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

‘Ethnic’  not  ‘non-white’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Let  me  enlist  your  help  in  correcting  a 
growing  and  alarming  misuse  of  the 
term  “ethnic”  as  applied  to  human 
beings. 

This  harmful  error  continues  to  appear 
in  United  Methodist  materials  including, 
to  name  a  recent  example,  page  4  of  the 
promotional  booklet  “EMLC:  New  Ver¬ 
sions  of  an  Old  Story”  wherein  the 
phrases  “ethnic  communities”  and  “eth¬ 
nic  persons”  appear.  The  first  is  some¬ 
what  acceptable  in  that  it  suggests  that 
all  the  persons  therein  are  of  similar  eth¬ 
nic  background.  But  the  second  is  utterly 
wrong.  There  is  no  person  who  does  not 
have  particular  heritage  and  status. 
Everyone  is  an  ethnic.  When  St.  Paul  in 
Athens  spoke  of  God  as  having  created  of 
one  blood  all  the  peoples  of  the  world,  the 
Greek  term  was  “ethnos.”  It  is  shocking 
and  insulting  to  be  referred  to  as  “non¬ 
ethnic.” 

Further,  such  terms  as  “ethnic  com¬ 
munities"  and  “ethnic  churches"  are 
misleading  in  that  they  are  coming  to 
suggest,  improperly,  that  no  white  peo¬ 
ple  are  involved;  whereas  a  “white” 
church  is  just  as  ethnic  as  a  church  of 
any  other  “racial”  characteristic. 
Rightly  used,  “ethnic”  is  a  helpful  modi¬ 
fier,  as  in  “ethnic  minority’’;  wrongly 
used,  it  becomes  either  a  false  slogan  or 
an  insidious  slur. 

What  is  happening,  more  and  more,  is 
that  “ethnic”  is  being  used  as  a  code 
word  for  “non-white"  and  often  in  a  “we- 
versus-them"  spirit.  This  use  should  be 
deplored  on  fraternal  as  well  as  linguistic 
grounds  and  not  merely  deplored  but 
edited  out  of  erring  manuscripts. 

Robert  H.  Klenck 
Swarthmore,  Pennsylvania 


U.S.  and  Korean  leaders  disagree  if  quality  sacrificed  for  growth 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

KOREA  —  Our  tour  bus  was  bouncing 
along  rural  roads  near  the  demilitarized 
zone  on  the  North  Korea  border  when  we 
spotted  a  large  new  brick  church  perched 
on  a  rocky  ledge  overlooking  the  small 
town  of  Kyong  Gi. 

Our  group  of  17  U.S.  Christians  climbed 
the  hill  and  entered  the  dazzling  sanc¬ 
tuary  with  knotty-wood  paneling,  steep 
ceiling,  chandeliers  and  beautiful  pews. 

This  Presbyterian  church  had  20  mem¬ 
bers  in  1972.  Now,  it  has  130. 

In  many  ways,  the  Kyong  Gi  church 
symbolizes  the  explosive  growth  and 
“can-do”  attitude  of  churches  through¬ 
out  the  Republic  of  Korea  ( South  Korea ) . 

Three  years  ago,  the  relatively  small 
congregation  moved  out  of  its  little  build¬ 
ing  in  a  field  below  and  spent  $100,000  on 
its  new  home  up  on  the  rock. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ky  Bong  Soh, 
quickly  brought  out  carefully  drawn  flip 
charts  to  show  our  group  where  the  con¬ 
gregation  has  been  and  where  it  is  going 
in  terms  of  members,  attendance,  finan¬ 
cial  giving,  etc.  Every  detail  of  the  con¬ 
gregation’s  life  was  portrayed  in  growth 
charts. 

The  congregation  is  divided  into  16 
house  church  groups  which  meet  during 
the  week  and  act  as  the  chief  evangelistic 
units. 

Mixing  social  outreach  with  the  capita¬ 
listic  spirit  that  has  won  South  Korea 
many  recent  plaudits  as  an  economic  mir¬ 
acle,  the  congregation  has  borrowed  20 
acres  from  a  wealthy  member.  On  them, 
it  is  creating  a  model  for  hydroponic 
farming  on  which  to  train  residents  of 


the  town  and  from  which  it  will  earn  in¬ 
come  for  the  congregation. 

Growth  is  everywhere 

Throughout  South  Korea,  the  Christian 
community  is  bursting  with  growth.  Some 
estimates  are  that  church  membership 
has  tripled  during  the  last  10  years. 

As  much  as  25  percent  of  the  population 
now  appears  to  be  Christian. 

South  Korea  is  fast  becoming  a  “Chris¬ 
tian  nation,”  with  the  institution-orient¬ 
ed,  publicly  worshipping  followers  of 
Jesus  Christ  assuming  influence  in  so¬ 
ciety  far  beyond  their  numbers,  church 
leaders  say.  It  is  difficult  to  move  out  of 
view  of  the  “Eiffel-tower-supported 
crosses”  that  stand  on  most  church 
roofs. 

The  Methodist  Church,  Korea’s  largest 
Protestant  denomination,  now  has  875,000 
members.  It  added  47,000  last  year  alone. 

The  2,728  Methodist  churches  include 
127  started  last  year. 

The  June  issue  of  Response  magazine 
(program  journal  of  United  Methodist 
Women)  noted  that  every  church,  no 
matter  how  small,  has  a  full-time  pastor 
who  is  Korean.  The  entire  leadership  of 
the  denomination  is  Korean  and  support¬ 
ed  by  the  Korean  Church.  Church 
budgets  often  have  been  increasing  30  to 
40  percent  annually,  the  magazine 
reported. 

Growth  criticized 

In  some  aspects,  the  Korean  Methodist 
Church  during  this  its  Centennial  year  is 
everything  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  the  U.S.  during  its  Bicentennial  year  is 


not. 

Several  leaders  in  statistically  declin¬ 
ing  U.S.  churches  this  year  are  sharply 
criticizing  the  spectacular  Korean 
church  growth  as  demonstrating  the  Ko¬ 
reans’  preoccupation  with  quantity  over 
quality. 

Some  Korean  leaders  view  the  criti¬ 
cism  from  the  world’s  largest  Methodist 
denomination  as  being  touched  perhaps 
with  a  bit  of  envy  of  the  success  of  the 
world’s  second  largest  Methodist  body. 

Among  some  recent  critiques  in  publi¬ 
cations  used  by  United  Methodists  are 
the  following: 

•  The  United  Methodist  Women’s 
study  book  this  year  on  Ephesians, 
published  for  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
criticizes  the  Korean  church  for  being 
filled  mainly  with  Christians  who  are 
politically  inactive  and  who  “practice 
their  religion  as  an  escape  from  the 
world.”  The  preoccupation  of  the  Korean 
churches  with  “private  morality”  means 
they  don’t  use  their  time  and  energy 
wisely  to  work  for  the  poor,  the  book 
says. 

•  A  Global  Ministries  mission  intern  to 
Korea  writes  in  the  September  issue  of 
New  World  Outlook:  “I  believe  that  what 
is  being  preached  in  the  Korean  church  is 
not  the  Gospel  but  another  message  that 
is  acting  as  a  soothing  lotion  to  cover  the 
hurts  of  the  people.”  Paul  Kim,  son  of  a 
Korean  immigrant,  goes  on  to  say  that 
the  Korean  church  preaches  a  “partially 
warmed-over  and  Korean-spiced  version 
of  the  American  TV  gospel  of  prosperity 
and  cheap  grace.” 

•  This  year’s  ecumenical  women’s 


Congregation  provides  sanctuary 


mission  study  book  on  Korea,  “Fire  Be¬ 
neath  the  Frost,”  says  most  Korean 
churches  are  more  concerned  with 
big  buildings  and  being  part  of  that 
nation’s  success-oriented  industrializa¬ 
tion  than  about  qualitative  church  renew¬ 
al  and  concern  for  those  oppressed  by 
multi-national  corporations  and  a  gov¬ 
ernment  commonly  characterized  as  a 
military  dictatorship. 

•  The  Rev.  George  Ogle,  a  former  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Korea  who  recently  returned 
from  a  visit  there,  writes  in  the  Septem¬ 
ber  issue  of  Engage/Social  Action,  pub¬ 
lished  by  United  Methodism’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  that  he  was 
perplexed  by  Christians  who  equate 
“success"  with  Jesus.  He  said  he  saw  the 
massive  church-building  efforts  as  the 
antithesis  of  the  witness  of  the  thousands 
of  poor  oppressed  workers  of  the  society. 

A  Korean  reacts 

The  Rev.  Lee  Jae  Joon  told  the  Report¬ 
er  in  Seoul  that  Korean  Methodist  lead¬ 
ers  wish  they  could  give  U.S.  Methodists 
a  deeper  understanding  of  their  church. 

He  said  the  Korean  Methodist  Church 
is  concerned  about  social  injustices  and 
the  cause  of  workers  even  though  it 
doesn’t  favor  what  he  calls  some  U.S. 
church  leaders’  “way  of  protests  and 
promoting  class  conflict.” 

“We  don’t  think  class  conflict  is  the 
evangelical  way,”  said  Mr.  Lee,  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  of  the  Korean  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops.  “Instead,  we  seek  re¬ 
conciliation  between  workers  and 
owners.” 

He  said  many  pastors  preach  to  their 
ever-growing  congregations  that  Chris¬ 
tians  as  managers  have  special  respon¬ 
sibilities  to  their  employees.  “That’s 
biblical,”  Mr.  Lee  said.  He  cited 
examples  of  Christians  who  own  compa¬ 
nies  and  pay  their  employees  better  than 
other  companies  in  the  same  industry. 

Korean  churches  primarily  try  to 
change  society  by  changing  individuals, 
he  said. 

As  more  Koreans  become  Christians, 
he  said,  society  will  become  more 
humane. 

“We  have  Christians  high  in  govern¬ 
ment  now,”  Mr.  Lee  said.  “They  aren’t 
the  ones  doing  the  torture  and  violating 
human  rights.  They  are  trying  to  find 
ways  to  make  things  better.” 

As  with  economic  justice,  he  sees  poli¬ 
tical  justice  being  achieved  by  trans¬ 
formed  individuals  rather  than  by  the 
churches’  becoming  heavily  involved  in 
political  actions. 

Mr.  Lee  said  Methodist  churches 
ensure  that  new  converts  are  not  just 
superficially  committed  to  the  Gospel. 
New  members  undergo  intense  training, 
and  nearly  all  members  participate  in 
weekly  class  meetings  of  several  fami¬ 
lies  in  which  they  study  the  Bible,  pray 
and  learn  how  Christians  are  expected  to 
live  in  all  aspects  of  their  lives. 

The  church  has  to  put  a  lot  of  effort  into 
its  own  members  because  most  weren’t 
Christians  15  years  ago,  he  said. 


With  the  Korean  boom  in  church  buildings  and  membership  growth,  it’s 
difficult  to  get  out  of  view  of  the  Eiffel  tower-type  spires  holding  crosses  or 
out  of  earshot  of  the  loudspeakers .  repoktkr  photo  by  roy  Howard  beck 


The  Rev.  Arthur  Kinsler,  a  Presby¬ 
terian  missionary  who  works  in  a  more 
activist  urban  industrial  ministry  which 
has  run  afoul  of  the  government  for  orga¬ 
nizing  workers,  said  he  believes  the 
Korean  churches'  preferred  method  of 
slow  change  through  individuals 
probably  will  work  eventually. 

"The  churches  have  a  pretty  strong 
emphasis  on  public  morality,”  he  said. 
“So  I  think  human  rights  will  get  better 
slowly.  Christianity  probably  will  affect 
politics  last  and  change  business  a  little 
sooner.” 

Dr.  Ro  Chung-Hyun,  professor  at 
Yonsei  University  and  a  frequent  critic 
of  governmental  policies,  said  govern¬ 
mental  repression  has  been  lifted  signi¬ 
ficantly  during  the  last  few  months. 
Fired  professors  are  teaching  again,  the 
government  no  longer  forces  military 
service  on  students  who  oppose  govern¬ 
ment  actions,  and  many  political  prison¬ 
ers  have  been  released,  he  said.  The  lib¬ 
eralizing  trend  may  continue,  he  said,  or 
there  could  be  a  new  clampdown  if 
activists  push  too  hard. 

Self-criticism  necessary 

Some  Korean  leaders  do  agree  with 
part  of  the  criticism  coming  from  the 
United  States. 

“The  church  has  become  very  rich  in 


buildings,  but  its  wealth  is  not  shared 
outside,"  said  the  Rev.  Oh  Jae  Shuk,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Ecumenical  Center  for 
Mission  Training  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches-Korea.  “And  we  have  not 
been  concerned  enough  about  reunifica¬ 
tion  with  North  Korea . ' ' 

Even  Mr.  Lee  accepts  the  validity  of 
some  of  the  criticism. 

He  said  the  Methodist  churches  do  not 
ignore  the  poor  because  many  of  their 
members  are  poor  and  receive  consider¬ 
able  physical  and  moral  support  from 
fellow  members.  Nonetheless,  he  said, 
the  churches  are  realizing  now  that  they 
need  to  reach  outside  more  to  help 
people.  At  the  same  time,  he  said,  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders  are  becoming  concerned 
about  rising  materialism  among 
members  and  about  a  tendency  to  associ¬ 
ate  financial  well-being  with  God’s  bless¬ 
ings. 

At  a  recent  ecumenical  Centennial 
celebration,  several  mainstream  church 
leaders  talked  of  the  need  of  Christians  to 
repent  of  materialism  and  of  their 
neglect  of  relatives  and  neighbors  trap¬ 
ped  for  30  years  in  North  Korea,  Dr.  Oh 
said. 

Mr.  Lee  said  he  believes  that  a  year 
from  now,  “my  computer  will  show  our 
Methodist  budgets  much  increased  for 
helping  our  neighbors.” 


PHILADELPHIA  —  Guatemalan  refugees  Joel 
(left),  Lucy  and  Gabriela  are  masked  for  their  own 
protection  as  they  stand  beneath  the  banner  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Germantown,  a 
Philadelphia  suburb.  The  congregation  has  given  the 
family  sanctuary  after  what  the  senior  minister,  the 


Rev.  Theodore  W.  Loder,  said  was  more  than  a  year  of 
careful,  prayerful  study  and  research.  An  estimated 
150  congregations  nationally,  including  a  small  number 
of  United  Methodists,  have  offered  such  assistance  to 
refugees  who  fear  for  their  safety  if  they  are  returned 
to  their  homes.  eastern  penn.  conference  umr  photo 


Scholars,  leaders  continue  debate 
on  proper  mix  of  religion,  politics 
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S.  Korea’s  church  boom  stirs  debate 


Bishops  retire? 

Episcopal  leaders  find  new  chances  for  service 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 
WASHINGTON  -  Retiring  United 
Methodist  bishops  sometimes  have  been 
advised  by  older  colleagues  to  polish  up 
their  benedictions  in  anticipation  of  the 
years  when  they  no  longer  are  required 
to  “travel  through  the  connection." 

It  will  be  a  while,  however,  before  most 
of  those  who  packed  their  books  and 
vacated  their  assigned  offices  this  year 
will  need  any  such  time-killers. 

Of  the  16,  eight  are  on  special  assign¬ 
ments  in  accordance  with  a  “Book  of  Dis¬ 
cipline”  provision.  These  assignments 
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can  continue  until  age  70. 

Bishop  Wayne  K.  Clymer,  now  living  in 
Wayzata,  Minn.,  is  serving  as  a  liaison 
between  the  Council  of  Bishops  and 
United  Methodism’s  theological  schools. 
Bishop  Marjorie  S.  Matthews  is  teaching 
in  the  autumn  semester  at  Florida  State 
University  in  Tallahassee,  and  will  move 
to  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  for  the  winter 
term. 

Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr.  is  visit¬ 
ing  professor  at  Claremont  (Calif.) 
School  of  Theology.  Bishop  D.  Frederick 
Wertz  holds  a  similar  post  at  Wesley 
Seminary  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols,  now  living  in 
Oakland,  Calif.,  is  working  on  local 
church  revitalization  seminars.  Bishop 
H.  Ellis  Finger  Jr.  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  is 
serving  as  assistant  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops. 

Named  to  establish  at  Gammon  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Atlanta  a  center  devoted  to  inclu¬ 
siveness  and  open  itinerancy  is  Bishop  L. 
Scott  Allen.  Bishop  Wilbur  W.  Y.  Choy, 
Tacoma,  Wash.,  is  developing  Asian- 
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American  ministerial  leadership. 

Among  the  eight  others  who  stepped 
down  Aug.  30,  Bishop  Joel  D.  McDavid  is 
bishop  in  residence  at  Emory  Univer¬ 
sity’s  Candler  School  of  Theology  in 
Atlanta.  Bishop  William  R.  Cannon,  who 
chairs  the  World  Methodist  Council  exec¬ 
utive  committee,  will  devote  a  major 
part  of  the  next  two  years  to  those  duties, 
as  well  as  some  teaching  at  Candler. 

Bishop  Monk  Bryan,  living  at  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C.,  will  serve  as  a  consul¬ 
tant  for  the  Board  of  Discipleship  in  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction.  Bishop  Finis 
A.  Crutchfield  is  bishop  in  residence  at 
St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Churcfi  in 
Houston. 

Bishop  Edward  L.  Tullis,  also  living  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  is  serving  as  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Magee  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  Foundation,  an  industry-related 
group  specializing  in  help  for  clergy  train¬ 
ing.  He  also  is  chairing  the  buildings  and 
grounds  committee  at  the  Lake  Juna¬ 
luska  Assembly. 

Also  living  at  Junaluska,  temporarily, 
is  Bishop  Frank  L.  Robertson  who  expects 
to  fill  speaking  engagements,  and  work 
on  a  biography  of  Mary  Culler  White,  a 
missionary  to  China  early  in  this  cen¬ 
tury.  Bishop  Dwight  E.  Loder  of  Worth¬ 
ington,  Ohio,  said  he  was  reviewing  sev¬ 
eral  possibilities  but  had  not  made  a 
commitment. 

Bishop  John  B.  Warman  had  “gone  to 
town”  from  a  farm  near  Friendship, 
Md.,  “to  get  his  mail,"  Mrs.  Warman 
told  a  caller.  Asked  his  plans,  she  re¬ 
sponded  with  a  chuckle:  “He’s  retired.” 

Along  with  the  1984  class  of  retiring 
bishops,  a  number  who  stepped  down 
earlier  continue  to  teach,  preach  and 
lead  travel  seminars.  Few  are  busier 
then  Bishop  R.  Marvin  Stuart  of  Los 
Altos,  Calif.,  however. 

Bishop  Stuart  has  the  task  of  keeping  in 
touch  with  retired  bishops  and  surviving 
spouses  on  behalf  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops.  This  year’s  class  of  16  brings  to 
more  than  90  the  names  in  Bishop 
Stuart’s  address  book. 


Compiled  From  News  Services 

A  constitutional-law  scholar  says  at¬ 
tempts  “to  silence  the  clergy  on  matters 
political”  and  “to  silence  politicians  on 
matters  religious”  run  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  the  First  Amendment  to  the  U.S. 
Constitution. 

The  leader  of  the  Moral  Majority  labels 
the  current  national  furor  over  mixing 
religion  and  politics  “a  non-issue." 

A  Lutheran  bishop  issues  a  statement 
saying  that  “church  and  state  have  dis¬ 
tinct  functions”  but  are  not  "hermeti¬ 
cally  separate.” 

These  are  the  latest  developments  in 
the  controversy  over  the  role  of  religion 
in  1984  political  campaigns. 

Public  confused 

Lawrence  H.  Tribe,  professor  of  law  at 
Harvard  University,  told  a  Sept.  12  confer¬ 
ence  in  New  York  on  Government  Inter¬ 
vention  in  Religious  Affairs  that  efforts 
to  separate  religion  and  politics 
represent  current  public  confusion  about 
the  role  of  each  force  in  society. 

“I  think  we  have  to  distinguish  be¬ 
tween  religion  and  politics  as  spheres  of 
belief  and  action  on  the  one  hand  and  reli¬ 
gion  and  politics  as  sources  of  power  and  au¬ 
thority  on  the  other  hand,”  Mr.  Tribe  said. 

When  seen  as  “spheres  of  belief  and 
action,”  religion  and  politics  “need  not 
be  separated,”  the  professor  said.  “Far 
from  mandating  their  separation,  I 
would  suggest  the  Constitution  forbids 
their  separation,”  said  the  attorney  who 
has  won  10  of  13  cases  he  has  argued  be¬ 
fore  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

To  support  his  suggestion,  Mr.  Tribe 
cited  a  Supreme  Court  decision  involving 
a  Tennessee  law  excluding  clergy  from 
the  state  legislature.  The  high  court 
struck  down  the  statute  as  unconstitu¬ 
tional.  The  justices  mainained  “that  to 
make  the  price  of  a  ministry  exclusion 
from  a  political  assembly  is  to  impose  too 
high  a  price  on  religious  conscience”  and 
“to  make  the  abandonment  of  ministry 
the  price  of  political  activism  places  an 
unacceptably  high  price  upon  political 
officeholders." 

When  religion  and  politics  are  sources 
of  power  and  authority,  Mr.  Tribe  said,  a 
different  picture  emerges.  “Neither  may 

become  an  arm  of  the  other,  ”  he  said. 

That  is  the  principle  reflected  in  the 
1963  Supreme  Court  decision  on  official 
prayers  in  schools,  Mr.  Tribe  said.  No 


matter  how  prayer  would  be  conducted, 
it  would  invoke  “the  authority  of  religion 
to  prop  up  .  .  .  the  authority  of  the  state,” 
he  said. 

But  the  professor  said  he  found  “prob¬ 
lematic"  the  recent  Supreme  Court  de¬ 
cision  involving  a  creche  purchased  with 
public  money  and  displayed  on  public 
land  in  Pawtucket,  R.I. 

Mr.  Tribe  suggested  that  the  use  of  tax 
money  to  purchase  Christian  symbols 
might  “seem  more  innocuous"  to  Chris¬ 
tians  than  to  Jews  and  Buddhists.  That 
was  because  their  religions  "were  not 
similarly  sanctified  by  public  favor." 

“When  the  government  surrounds  it¬ 
self  with  a  cloak  of  religiosity,  the  cloak 
is  likely  to  be  transparent  to  tile  religious 
majority  and  visible  only  to  those  whom 
it  ostracizes  as  outsiders,”  said  Mr. 
Tribe,  a  Jew. 

Despite  such  rulings,  he  noted,  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  at  least  has  indicated  that  it 
recognized  the  risk  of  government  seeming 
to  endorse  a  particular  brand  of  religion. 

But  the  executive  branch,  Mr  Tribe 
said,  have  not  demonstrated  “a  parallel 
sensitivity  "  He  cited  as  examples  a  let¬ 
ter  to  Christian  leaders  from  Ronald 
Reagan’s  re-election  campaign  saying 
the  incumbent  president  and  vice  presi¬ 
dent  were  leaders  “appointed  under 
God’s  authority"  and  the  Rev.  Jerry  Fal- 
well’s  benediction  to  the  GOP  National 
Convention  identifying  Mr.  Reagan  and 
George  Bush  as  “God’s  chosen  instru¬ 
ments  for  rebuilding  America." 

Mr.  Tribe  warned  politicians  against 
attempts  to  conduct  affairs  of  state  as  if  they 
were  an  extension  of  a  particular  religion. 

Mr.  Falwell.  leader  of  the  Moral  Ma¬ 
jority  and  one  of  several  religious  lead¬ 
ers  actively  involved  in  the  current  presi¬ 
dential  campaign,  defended  his  partici¬ 
pation  in  politics  in  an  address  at  George¬ 
town  University. 

Critics  of  the  religious  political  acti¬ 
vists,  said  Mr.  Falwell,  a  supporter  of  the 
president,  were  portraying  the  involve¬ 
ment  of  church  leaders  in  the  election 
process  as  something  insidious  and  for¬ 
eign  to  the  American  way  of  life 

In  reality,  he  said,  churches,  “as  sea¬ 
soning  agents  in  society."  have  always 
been  involved  in  politics.  The  only  reason 
the  involvement  had  become  a  concern 
this  year,  he  said,  was  because  Mr.  Rea 
gan  was  invulnerable  on  other  issues. 

“The  church  is  not  to  control  society 


but  is  certainly  to  have  a  positive  influ¬ 
ence,"  he  said.  “And  we  have  that  posi¬ 
tive  influence  by  providing  a  moral  con¬ 
science  for  this  country." 

Mr.  Falwell  said  it  was  impossible  to 
separate  morality  from  politics 
But  misunderstanding  of  history  and 
court  decisions  has  distorted  the  concept 
of  church-state  separation,  Mr.  Falwell 
said.  Congress  and  the  courts  have  been 
“reading  into  it  (the  separation  concept) 
something  the  framers  of  the  First 
Amendment  never  had  in  mind." 

The  amendment  writers  were  not  say¬ 
ing  religion  had  no  part  in  American  po¬ 
litical  life,  Mr.  Falwell  said.  “They  were 
saying  there  will  never  be  a  state 
church,"  he  said. 

Churches  have  role 
Lutheran  Church  in  America  Bishop 
James  R  Crumley  added  his  opinion 
Sept.  18  that  churches  have  a  role  in  the 
American  political  process. 

“I  cannot  underscore  sufficiently  our 
conviction  that  the  believing  community, 
or  church,  cannot  be  legitimately  ruled 
by  the  government  nor  can  the  civil  com¬ 
munity  be  legitimately  ruled  by  the 
church,"  he  said  at  a  news  conference. 

Yet  the  59-year-old  leader  of  the  3-mil- 
lion-member  denomination  said,  “The 
Chistian  proclamation  is  public  procla¬ 
mation  Furthermore,  Christians  under¬ 
stand  themselves  as  sent  into  the  world 
both  to  preach  the  gospel  and  to  work  for 
peace,  justice  and  human  welfare." 
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Tips  given  on  using  volunteers 

Expert  says  churches  need  to  adopt  more  business-like  approach 
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By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

ST.  LOUIS  —  “Churches  are  operating 
like  cripples,”  says  Marlene  Wilson,  an 
authority  on  management  of  volunteers. 
“They  are  not  getting  members  to  volun¬ 
teer  their  talent  and  skills  for  the  church 
and  are  consequently  losing  members.  ” 

Ms.  Wilson  offered  these  observations 
when  she  conducted  a  workshop  on 
“Management  of  Volunteer  Programs” 
here  Sept.  11-13. 

“Churches  are  10  years  behind  secular 
groups  in  organizing  volunteers.  The 
churches  do  not  realize  that  they,  too, 
can  use  business  and  marketing  prin¬ 
ciples  to  become  efficient  organiza¬ 
tions,"  she  explained. 

Ms.  Wilson,  53,  has  combined  six  years 
of  experience  in  personnel  management 
in  California  and  seven  years  as  director 
of  a  volunteer  agency  in  Colorado  to 
produce  a  unique  perspective  on  volun- 
teerism.  This  perspective  is  enhanced  by 
an  academic  background  that  includes 
an  undergraduate  degree  in  psychology, 
further  training  in  psychiatric  care  and 
training  in  personnel  management  and 
industrial  relations.  She  has  authored 
three  books  on  the  subject. 

Two  types  fill  churches 

“Churches  have  basically  two  types  of 
people;  ‘the  pillars,’  who  do  everything, 
and  ‘the  pew  sitters,’  who  sit  and  watch 
the  pillars  work  themselves  to  death,” 
she  said.  “As  a  result  many  of  the  pillars 
are  over  worked  and  ‘burned  out’  and 
they  leave  their  present  church,  join  new 
ones  and  go  under  cover  as  ‘pew  sitters’ 
because  they  are  tired.” 

“Pastors  also  get  ‘burned  out’  because 
they  take  on  too  many  responsibilities.  I 
was  asked  to  lead  a  workshop  on  stress 
for  ministers  of  one  United  Methodist 
jurisdiction  because  six  of  the  clergy  had 
suffered  heart  attacks  within  a  few 
months. 

“Burnout  happens  in  the  secular  areas, 
too,  among  paid  staff  and  volunteers. 
The  answer  for  both  the  church  and  the 
secular  world  is  teamwork. 

“Ministers  need  to  define  their  minis¬ 
try  by  deciding  what  they  do  best  and 
using  lay  people  to  handle  the  other 
areas.” 

An  active  member  of  the  American 
Lutheran  Church,  Ms.  Wilson  continued, 
“At  my  church  in  Boulder,  we  use  the 
‘congregational  care  program,’  a  re¬ 
cruitment  program  designed  to  get 
church  members  active  in  voluntary 
service.  The  program  includes  one-on- 
one  interviews  with  each  congregation 
member,  conducted  by  trained  volun¬ 
teers  from  the  church.  The  interview 
consists  of  questions  about  their  skills, 
talents,  prior  volunteer  experience,  and 
services  they  need  from  the  church. 


Marlene  Wilson 

“This  shows  the  congregation  that  the 
church  cares.  It  also  gives  the  church  a 
means  of  getting  members  involved  in 
ongoing  programs.  It  may  also  challenge 
the  church  to  start  new  programs,”  she 
added. 

“At  my  church,  for  instance,  we 
learned  from  the  interviews  that  many 
divorced  mothers  in  the  congregation 
were  frustrated  because  they  had  no  one 
to  take  their  children  backpacking.  We 
also  learned  through  the  interviews  that 
there  were  a  number  of  backpackers  in 
the  church,  so  we  matched  the  supplies 
and  demand. 

"One  reason  pew  sitters  just  sit  is  be¬ 
cause  they  have  listed  their  skills  in 
church  interviews  or  questionnaires  and 
the  information  was  never  followed  up 
on.  Another  reason  they  sit  is  because 
they  were  offered  menial  church  jobs 
rather  than  being  given  the  chance  to  use 
a  skill  or  talent  in  graphics  or  computers, 
for  example.” 

Illustrating  this  point,  she  explained 
that  a  “menial”  church  job  was  the 
catalyst  that  sparked  her  interest  in  vol- 
unteerism. 

“In  1968  I  was  a  housewife  in  Boulder 
with  a  lot  of  time  on  my  hands,  so  I  went 
to  our  church  and  volunteered.  No  one 
asked  me  about  my  job  experience  or 
skills.  They  just  gave  me  a  job  copying 
communion  records.” 

Ms.  Wilson  described  this  experience 
as  a  “turn-off”  which  prompted  her  to 
become  relatively  inactive  in  her  church 
and  active  with  a  community  volunteer 
group.  There  she  rapidly  progressed  and 
within  months  became  the  group’s  presi¬ 
dent.  A  year  later  she  moved  on  to 
Boulder’s  Volunteer  Action  Center  as 
director. 

In  1975  she  started  her  own  company  in 


Boulder,  Volunteer  Management  Asso¬ 
ciates.  This  small  firm,  among  other 
things,  coordinates  her  speaking  engage¬ 
ments  which  keep  her  on  the  road  32 
weeks  out  of  the  year. 

Something  was  missing 

“I  started  doing  workshops  and  confer¬ 
ences  on  volunteer  management  with  the 
sole  purpose  of  helping  social  service  or¬ 
ganizations  and  corporations.  I  added 
workshops  for  church  volunteers  three 
years  ago  because  I  believe  that  is  what 
is  missing  in  the  church  —  effective  use 
of  volunteers.” 

Numerous  denominations  apparently 
agree  with  Ms.  Wilson’s  ideas,  because 
about  one-third  of  all  her  workshops  are 
done  for  religious  groups. 

“Most  of  the  invitations  come  from 
United  Methodist  groups,”  she  said. 
"They  are  eager  and  open  to  learn.  Their 
problems  are  not  any  different  from 
those  of  other  church  groups,  but  they 
seem  more  interested  in  working  on 
them. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  is  also 
the  only  denomination  that  asks  me  to 
address  its  leadership.  For  the  past  three 
years  I  have  participated  in  the  annual 
district  superintendent  training  sessions 
in  Nashville.  The  other  denominations, 
including  my  own,  have  asked  me  to 
address  only  local  congregations.” 

Four  United  Methodists  attended  the 
three-day  workshop  here  which  was 
composed  of  lectures  by  Ms.  Wilson,  in¬ 
terspersed  with  question  and  answer 
periods,  group  discussion  and  role 
playing.  At  the  workshop’s  conclusion 
many  participants  seemed  eager  to 
return  to  their  churches  and  try  out  what 
they  had  learned. 


“It  is  getting  harder  to  recruit  people 
for  church  work  because  they  have  other 
interest  options,”  said  Jackie  Brazil,  a 
Christian  educator  at  First  UMC  in  El 
Dorado,  Kan. 

“Using  the  techniques  I  learned  here  I 
will  start  to  look  at  my  church  involve¬ 
ment  as  if  I  were  managing  business.  I 
especially  want  to  use  the  new  recruiting 
ideas  to  get  more  people  involved.  I  want 
to  reach  the  pew  sitters.” 

Members  must  be  empowered 

The  Rev.  Scott  Loshe,  pastor  of  two 
small  United  Methodist  congregations  in 
Kennett,  Mo.,  left  the  workshop  with 
a  new  sense  of  direction. 

“As  a  pastor  I  want  to  affirm  each  con¬ 
gregational  member’s  gifts  and  talents. 
So  many  folks  say  'I  haven’t  got  anything 
to  offer.’  Now  I  see  that  the  job  of  the 
church  is  to  empower  all  members  to  be 
workers  for  the  Kingdom  of  God.” 

Ms.  Wilson  observed  that  the  major 
difference  between  volunteers  for  church 
versus  non-church  organizations  is  faith. 

“Faith  adds  motivation  to  a  church 
volunteer’s  involvement,”  she  said.  "A 
person’s  faith  deepens  through  church 
activities  such  as  Bible  study  and  they 
need  an  outlet  for  what  they  feel.  ” 

In  her  book,  “How  to  Mobilize  Church 
Volunteers,”  she  presents  a  “theology  of 
involvement”  which  documents  church 
service  from  a  biblical  perspective. 

“As  Christians  we  should  be  concerned 
about  others.  In  light  of  the  Christian 
concept  of  ‘the  priesthood  of  all 
believers’,  non-service  to  the  church  is 
not  only  organizationally  dumb  but  theo¬ 
logically  unacceptable,”  she  told  the 
Reporter. 
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Church  going  home  to  ‘Little  Tokyo’ 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Centenary  UMC,  a  bi-cultural  congregation,  is 
“coming  home”  to  this  city’s  Little  Tokyo.  It  began  there,  then  moved  some 
years  ago.  Now  its  “outside”  location  is  for  sale.  The  building  phase  starts 
with  a  gym  and  a  three-story  unit  for  a  fellowship  hall,  classrooms  and 
administration  units.  The  second  phase  will  be  the  sanctuary. 

From  left  are  Mitsuyoshi  Kato,  board  chairperson,  Japanese  division; 
Tosh  Teresawa,  architect  and  member  of  the  church;  the  Rev.  Jonathan 
Fujita;  the  Rev.  George  Nishikawa;  George  Yamaka,  lay  leader,  English 
division;  Tak  Minei,  lay  leader,  Japanese  division,  and  Kaz  Saito,  board 
chairperson,  English  division.  pacific  and  southwest  conference  umr  photo 


Protestant  denominations 
appeal  broadcast  ruling 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  The 
Federal  Communications  Commission’s 
ruling  in  the  “60  Minutes”  case  has  been 
appealed  to  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for 
the  District  of  Columbia  by  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  five  mainline  Protestant 
denominations.  They  are  seeking  air 
time  to  reply  to  a  Jan.  23,  1983,  program 
which  they  said  attacked  their  honesty 
and  integrity. 

The  FCC  concluded  the  churches  were 
not  entitled  to  invoke  the  “personal 
attack”  rule  because  the  CBS  report  was 
not  about  “a  controversial  issue  of  public 
importance”  subject  to  the  right  of  reply 
under  its  personal  attack  rules. 

In  a  37-page  brief  filed  with  the  appeals 
court  earlier  this  month  the  Protestants, 
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Who’s  discovered  the  new  high 
interest- sensitive  dividends  from 
Presbyterian  Ministers’  Fund? 

There’s  no  mystery.  They  all  have.  Every  one  of  them! 

These  men  and  women  of  the  household  of  faith 
always  knew  they  could  count  on  us  for  the  best  value 
in  life  insurance.  But  now,  we've  given  them 
something  extra. 

Presbyterian  Ministers'  Fund  is  celebrating  225  years 
of  financial  ministry  by  introducing  an  exciting  new 
concept.  It's  called  Harvester  225.  And  it's  important 
news  about  life  insurance 


and  others.  In  fact,  if  you're  reading  this  message, 
there's  a  good  chance  you  qualify. 

Even  though  we're  America's  oldest  insurance  com¬ 
pany,  our  ideas  are  as  up-to-date  as  today's  most  re¬ 
warding  financial  opportunities. 

So  find  out  how  much  higher  your  cash  accumula¬ 
tions  can  be  with  Harvester  225 
Mail  the  coupon . .  or  call  us . . .  today.  You'll  be  glad 
you  did! 

For  fastest  service,  call  toll-free  (800)  523-4810. 
(In  Pennsylvania,  call  (800)  462-4950.) 
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for  both  current  and  fu¬ 
ture  policyowners. 

Harvester  225  uses  in¬ 
terest-sensitive  dividends 
to  boost  cash  accumula¬ 
tions.  So  now,  based  on 
our  current  dividend 
scale,  you  can  have  50% 
to  90%  more  in  cash  accu¬ 
mulations  than  ever  before 

Best  of  all,  Harvester  225  has  the  same  affordable 
rates  folks  expect  from  Presbyterian  Ministers'  Fund. 

Are  you  eligible  for  Harvester  225? 

We  protect  religious  leaders  and  clergy  of  all  de¬ 
nominations  .  .  their  spouses,  children  and  grand¬ 
children  church  employees  theology  students . . 


Based  on  our  current  dividend 
scale  lor  a  man  age  35  Dividends 
are  not  guaranteed  tor  the  Mure 
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including  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Inter- 
religious  Concerns,  argued  the  very 
subject  of  religion  and  politics  is  so 
controversial  that  it  has  dwarfed  other 
issues  in  the  current  presidential 
campaign.  They  quoted  both  President 
Reagan  and  Democratic  candidate 
Walter  Mondale  on  the  issue. 

Interpreter  magazine 
to  increase  charges 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)  -  Sub¬ 
scription  and  advertising  charges  for 
The  Interpreter  magazine,  official 
program  journal  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  will  be  slightly  higher  beginning 
with  the  January,  1985  issue. 

Subscriptions  will  increase  from  $6  to 
$7  annually,  and  charges  for  single 
copies  will  increase  from  85  cents  to  $1. 

The  new  charges  will  not  affect  the 
number  of  free  subscriptions  sent  to 
pastors  and  seven  laypersons  in  each 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Editor  Darrell  R.  Shamblin  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  said  the  changes  in  rates  are  due  to 
the  radically  increasing  cost  of  postage, 
printing  and  paper. 

Mozambique  permits 
church  to  reopen 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The 


government  of  Mozambique  has  given 
the  United  Methodist  Church  permission 
to  reopen  the  local  church  at  Chicuque  in 
Inhambane  District.  At  the  same  time 
the  government  asked  the  church  to  take 
back  the  hospital  there,  which  was 
nationalized  along  with  other  private 
schools  and  hospitals  when  the  socialists 
came  to  power  in  1975. 

This  information  was  given  to  the  Rev. 
Isaac  Bivens,  Africa  secretary  of  the 
United  Methodist  mission  board  here, 
when  he  met  Mozambique  Bishop 
Almeida  Penicela  in  Africa  in  August. 
Both  were  attending  a  meeting  of  the 
Africa  Central  Conference  in  Zaire. 

Dr.  Bivens  said  he  has  spoken  with  Dr. 
Bob  Simpson,  a  surgeon  formerly  at 
Chicuque  now  living  in  Oberlin,  Kan., 
about  returning.  “It  will  take  a  lot  of 
negotiations  before  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  ready  to  send  in  mission¬ 
aries,”  Dr.  Bivens  said. 

Communications  executive 
to  head  church  network 

SHREVEPORT,  La.  (UMNS)  -  The 
Rev.  Curtis  A.  Chambers  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  top  staff  executive  of  United 
Methodism’s  central  communications 
agency  for  11  years,  has  been  named 
manager  of  the  Alternate  View  Network 
(AVN). 


The  network  includes  a  television  and 
telecommunications  facility  and  satellite 
earth  station  owned  and  operated  by 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport. 

Dr.  Chambers,  the  first  general 
secretary  of  United  Methodist 
Communications  (UMCom)  following  its 
creation  in  1973,  will  assume  his 
responsibilities  here  Oct.  15.  In  keeping 
with  the  12-year  limitation  for  top 
general  board  executives  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation,  Dr.  Chambers  earlier  had 
announced  he  would  leave  his  post  in 
1984.  Since  July  he  has  been  serving  as  a 
special  consultant  to  UMCom  and  to 
Roger  L.  Burgess,  his  successor. 

Ministers’  letter  deplores 
South  African  policies 

NEW  YORK  —  United  Methodist 
ministers  in  the  Bronx  and  Harlem  of 
New  York  City  last  week  sent  a  Mail- 
gram  to  President  Ronald  Reagan 
deploring  his  administration’s  “contin¬ 
ued  strong  support  of  South  African 
government.” 

The  ministers  said  the  new  South 
African  constitution  is  a  total  sham  and 
that  Mr.  Reagan’s  “constructive  engage¬ 
ment”  policy  with  South  Africa  “is  de¬ 
structive  and  demonic.”  The  ministers 
called  on  President  Reagan  to  oppose 
apartheid,  “not  underwrite  it.” 


Conference  ‘ladders’  guide  UMC  success 


By  WALTER  N.  VERNON 

“Life”  magazine  some  years  ago  de¬ 
scribed  The  Methodist  Church  as  being 
“short  on  theology,  long  on  good  works, 
brilliantly  organized,  primarily  middle- 
class,  frequently  bigoted,  incurably  opti¬ 
mistic,  zealously  missionary. .  . 

Some  of  these  generalizations  are  high¬ 
ly  debatable.  But  “brilliantly  organized” 
may  not  be  far  off  the  mark;  at  least  we 
are  carefully  and  highly  organized.  The 
first  Methodist  conferences  originated 
with  John  Wesley  and  his  preachers  in 
England  in  1744.  The  purpose,  he  wrote, 
was  “to  consider  how  we  should  proceed 
to  save  our  own  souls  and  those  that 
heard  us.”  These  yearly  conferences 
became  the  occasion  for  stationing  the 
preachers,  and  that  is  still  one  of  their 
functions. 

There  is  a  veritable  “ladder”  of  Meth¬ 
odist  conferences,  as  outlined  in  our 
“Book  of  Discipline.”  They  start  with  the 
charge  conference,  which  is  the  govern¬ 
ing  body  of  each  local  church  or  group  of 
churches  under  a  single  pastor.  The 
district  superintendent  presides  at  this 
conference,  providing  the  link  between 
the  denomination  as  a  whole  and  the 
local  church(es).  It  was  originally  called 
the  Quarterly  Conference,  for  it  was  held 
quarterly. 

The  District  Conference  is  an  optional 
conference;  it  shall  be  held  if  the  annual 
conference  authorizes  it.  In  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  district 
conferences  were  generally  held,  annual¬ 
ly,  across  the  church,  and  are  credited  as 
being  one  of  the  chief  factors  in  revitaliz¬ 
ing  the  southern  church  during  Recon¬ 
struction  years. 

The  annual  conference  is  officially  des¬ 
ignated  by  the  Discipline  as  “the  basic 
body  in  the  Church.”  It  is  so  described 
because  (1)  it  is  the  unit  that  accepts  or 
rejects  a  new  minister  and  in  which  each 
minister  holds  membership;  (2)  it  an¬ 
nually  inquires  into  the  moral  and  offi¬ 
cial  conduct  of  its  ministers  and  appoints 
them  to  their  tasks;  (3)  it  shares  with  the 
General  Conference  the  task  of  passing 
on  any  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the 
church;  (4)  it  elects  lay  and  ministerial 
delegates  to  jurisdictional  and  General 
Conferences;  and  (5)  plans  the  general 
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features  of  United  Methodist  work  in  its 
area. 

The  next  step  up  the  “conference  lad¬ 
der”  is  the  jurisdictional  conference.  It  is 
known  chiefly  for  its  task  of  electing  the 
bishops  of  the  church,  but  it  also  plans  for 
the  interests  and  institutions  in  their 
boundaries.  There  are  five  jurisdictions 
in  the  nation:  Northeastern,  Southeast¬ 
ern,  North  Central,  South  Central,  and 
Western.  They  meet  every  four  years, 
soon  after  the  General  Conference. 

On  the  top  rung  of  the  ladder  is  the 


General  Conference,  meeting  every  four 
years  with  about  1,000  delegates,  half 
clergy,  half  laity.  These  delegates  come 
from  the  74  annual  conferences  in  the 
U.S.  and  from  about  35  conferences  over¬ 
seas.  The  General  Conference  has  “full 
legislative  power  over  all  matters  dis¬ 
tinctly  connectional.”  Constitutional 
changes  are  the  prerogative  of  the 
General  Conference  plus  the  annual  con¬ 
ferences. 

Charles  W.  Ferguson  in  his  book,  “Or¬ 
ganizing  to  Beat  the  Devil,”  points  out 
that  two  years  before  the  constitutional 
convention  met  in  Philadelphia,  the 
Methodists  had  a  strong  central  govern¬ 
ment  that  was  “diffused  in  authority  and 
brilliantly  suited  to  the  needs  of  a  popula¬ 
tion  ever  on  the  move.”  The  conference 
system  was  —  and  is  —  an  important 
part  of  United  Methodist  success. 
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GRACE  UNITED  METHODIST  Church.  2,000 
members  seeking  Director  Christian  Education, 
rapidly  growing  Chicago  suburbs.  Resume  to: 
Howard  Benson,  pastor,  300  East  Gartner, 
Naperville,  Illinois  60540. 

POSITION  AT  THE  University  Chapel  Fellowship, 
University  of  South  Florida,  Tampa,  with  the  United 
Methodist,  Presbyterian,  USA,  and  the  United 
Church  of  Christ.  Experience  in  Campus  Ministry. 
Salary  —  $21,000  (negotiable),  plus  housing  and  car 

UNITED  METHODIST  METRO  Ministries.  Inc.,  of 
The  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference  is  searching 
for  an  Urban  Executive  Director  for  the  Philadelphia 
area.  Is  this  position  for  you?  Reach  for  a  challenge! 
Do  you  have  a  vision  for  urban  ministry  in  our  time? 
Do  you  have  initiative,  energy,  creativity,  Christian 
commitment  and  enthusiasm  for  what  the  Church 
can  be  and  do  on  the  urban  scene  for  human  good?  If 
so.  please  contact  no  later  than  November  1,  1984: 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Theodore  W.  Loder,  President  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Metro  Ministries,  Inc.,  6023 
Germantown  Ave.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  19144. 
Telephone  Number  (215  )  438-3677 

allowance  Apply  by  November  1  to  Mr.  Troy  Collier. 
Chairperson,  Personnel  Committee,  University 
Chapel  Fellowship,  U.S.F.  Box  2551,  Tampa,  Florida 
33620.  j 

THE  NEW  MEXICO  CONFERENCE  Methodist 
Foundation,  Inc.,  is  seeking  a  full  time  Executive 
Director  Qualifications  for  the  position  include  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  institutions  and  agencies 
of  the  church,  and  the  ability  to  address  groups  both 
large  and  small.  Experience  in  the  areas  of  deferred 
giving  and  foundation  administration  is  helpful  but 
not  required.  Replies  kept  in  confidence.  Interested 
persons  should  forward  a  resume  to:  Kenneth  G, 

WANTED:  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  growing  2,400 

member  church.  Full  time  position  available  with 
salary  negotiable  Experienced  desired  Send 
resume  to  Curt  Olson,  First  UMC,  P.O  Box  707, 
Longview.  Texas  75606 

87112. 

1964  CHURCH  STAFF  SALARY  Survey:  Over  200 
churches  represented  —  all  staff  positions.  $25  per 
copy.  Send  check  to  National  Association  of  Church 
Business  Administration,  7001  Grapevine  Hwy., 
“324,  Fort  Worth,  Texas  761 18.  (817  )  284-1732. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  FOR  a  1,250  member  church  in 

negotiable  salary  based  on  experience 
Responsibilities  include  three  choirs,  two  handbell 
choirs,  direction  of  musical  events,  and  music 
education  Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Director  of  youth  and 
music  in  a  church  of  575  members,  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Sweetwater.  Texas 79556  (P.O.  Box  498) 

"HELP  ME,  GOD!  It's  Hard  to  Cope"  by  Robert  G. 
Tuttle.  Can  be  ordered  from  the  Publisher,  C.S.S. 
Publishing  Co..  628  South  Main  Street.  Lima,  Ohio 
45804  or  from  Cokesbury 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  EXECUTIVE  Director  for 

Wesley-Rankin  Community  Center  in  Dallas,  Texas 
Administrative,  management,  and  program 

Salary  negotiable.  Resume  to  Eleanor  Lydick,  413 
Ridgehaven  Place,  Richardson.  Texas  75080  i 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC:  1,400  member  church,  full 

choir  program,  salary  range,  $18,000-22,000  depend¬ 
ing  on  experience,  no  housing,  additional  benefits, 
just  10  miles  from  Disney  World,  18  miles  from 
metropolitan  Orlando,  immediate  need.  Send 
resume,  full  details,  snapshot  and  references  to  First 
UMC,  Attn:  Ken  Smith,  P.O.  Box  669,  Kissimmee, 
Florida  32741 

PART  TIME  MINISTER  Of  Evangelism  600 

member  growing  evangelical  congregalion.  Visiting 
and  training  of  lay  workers;  20  hours  per  week,  $750 
monthly  salary.  Inquire:  Rev  A1  Jansen.  First  UMC, 
Huntington  Beach,  California  92648,  (714  )  536-3537. 
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Louisiana 
United  Methodist 

An  edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 


All  Clergy,  Laity,  and  Friends 
of  Louisiana  Methodism 
are  invited  to  attend 

I 

The  Investiture  of 

\ 

Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood 


6,30  P.W. 
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Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275  OCTOBER  5. 1984 
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Program  Planners  To  Gather  In  Baton  Rouge 


International  Lesson  Series 


The  basic  program  planning  agency  of  the  Annual  Conference  is  the  same 
as  it  is  in  the  local  church  —  The  Council  on  Ministries. 

There  are  some  notable  differences  however,  in  that  while  the  local 
Council  on  Ministries  generally  plans  a  year  ahead,  the  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries  has  to  establish  programs,  projects,  priorities  for  a  quad- 
rennium.  The  Annual  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  has  the  task  of 
planning  programs  that  will  involve  nearly  600  churches  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  instead  of  just  one  as  does  the  local  church  Council  on 
Ministries. 

The  size  of  the  program  planning  body  on  the  Annual  Conference  level  is 
usually  several  times  larger  than  that  of  a  local  church.  There  are  nearly  50 
persons  on  the  Annual  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  and  these  people, 
both  clergy  and  laity,  will  be  meeting  together  on  October  12  to  begin  their 
planning  process  for  the  new  quadrennium. 

This  one  day  meeting  scheduled  to  begin  at  10:00  a.m.  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  will  involve  orientation,  update  on 
programs  and  projects  of  the  Council  on  Ministries,  and  reports  from 


various  Boards  and  Agencies  who  will  be  represented  by  their  chairpersons 
at  this  meeting.  The  afternoon  session  will  see  the  entire  Council  on 
Ministries  entering  into  a  Planning  Process  and  prioritizing  session.  The 
meeting  will  be  brought  to  a  close  at  approximately  3:00  p.m.  with  Bishop 
Walter  L.  Underwood  sharing  with  this  group  his  thoughts  and  ideas 
concerning  the  Council  on  Ministries  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

With  the  beginning  of  a  new  quadrennium,  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  will  hear  a  report  from  the  nominating  committee  who  will  be 
recommending  officers  for  this  body  for  the  next  four  years.  Dr.  Harvey  G. 
Williamson,  Council  Director  for  the  Louisiana  Conference  and  his  staff 
have  been  busy  making  preparations  for  this  semi-annual  meeting  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries.  All  members  of  the  Conference  Boards  and  Agencies 
as  well  as  District  Representatives  from  the  nine  districts  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  will  be  attending  this  session  of  the  Council  on  Ministries  and 
working  together  for  the  planning  and  the  implementation  of  programs  for 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

Stapleton  Directing  D.MIN.  Class 


Life  In  the  Fellowship 


Eros  Church  Dedicated 

The  Eros  United  Methodist  Church  receiftty  burned  their  mortgage  and  had  the 
church  dedicated  by  Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway.  Participants  in  the  service,  shown  left 
to  right,  were:  J.  L.  Anders,  Chair  of  the  Administrative  Board.  Bishop  Paul 
Galloway,  Rev.  Don  Hall,  then  Ruston  District  Superintendent,  Herschel  Sharp,  Chair 
of  the  Building  Committee  who  is  burning  the  note,  and  Rev.  William  B.  Shaw,  the 
pastor. 

Construction  was  started  in  late  1979  and  the  first  service  held  on  Easter,  April  6. 
1980.  The  Eros  Church  was  organized  in  1904. 

Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
Camp  Meeting  Held 


Dr.  John  Mason  Stapleton  begins  group  discussion  at  Centenary  College  where  he 
taught  a  seminar  on  ministry  for  the  Louisiana  Doctor  of  Ministry  Class.  Dr. 
Stapleton  chairs  the  Advanced  Professional  Studies  at  Candler  School  of  Theology, 
Emory  University. ‘Df.'  Charles  B.  Simmlms,  minister  at  St.-Luke’s-  UMC  m  Lake- 
Charles,  was  also  on  the  faculty. 


Persons,  Churches  &  Events 


By  DR.  ALBERT  TRICKETT 

Romans  12:9-13 
Galatians  6: 1-10 

Christians,  by  definition,  live  in 
community.  For  the  Christian  life  is 
relational;  Christians  relate  not  only  to 
God  but  to  each  other. 

Therefore,  this  lesson  is  most 
important  as  we  begin  a  give-lesson  unit 
on  daily  living.  Since  the  focus  of  daily 
living  for  the  Christian  is  not  only  on  life 
everlasting  but  on  the  present  day-to-day 
experience,  the  Christian  is  concerned 
not  only  with  personal  salvation  but  also 
with  basic  attitudes  toward  poverty, 
racism,  sexism,  ecology,  etc.  Paul  helps 
us  as  we  enlarge  our  Christian  focus  to 
include  the  world  around  us  as  he  writes 
in  Romans  and  in  Galatians.  He  helps  us 
broaden  our  focus  to  include  the  peoples 
of  the  world  as  our  brothers  and  sisters 
under  the  fatherhood  of  God. 

In  Romans  12,  Paul  tells  the  Christians 
to  live  by  the  law  of  love.  If  he  had  said  to 
live  according  to  the  Pharisaic  laws  or 
by  individual  consciences,  he  would  have 
merely  presented  problems.  Living  by 
Pharisaic  law  de-personalizes  relation¬ 
ships  and  makes  them  cold  and  cal¬ 
culating.  Living  by  individual 
consciences  makes  for  varied  responses 
for  some  persons  call  good  that  which 
simply  pleases  him  (conversely,  evil  is 
that  which  displeases  him).  So,  Paul 
pictures  evil  as  a  bad  woman  to  be 
avoided  and  good  as  a  woman  to  whom 
one  should  cling.  We  must  “love  one 
another  with  brotherly  affection  and 
outdo  one  another  with  brotherly  love." 
Then  in  verses  11-13,  Paul  tells  his 
readers  to  be  filled  with  zeal,  to  be  aglow 
with  the  Spirit  and  to  serve  the  Lord. 
Living  in  hope  and  constantly  in  prayer, 
they  must  be  “patient  in  tribulation"  and 
contributors  to  the  “needs  of  the  saints” 
(“saints”  to  Paul  means  those  who 


believe  in  Christ  Jesus  as  risen  and  living 
Lord ) . 

The  Galatians  passage  lists  seven 
imperatives  which  Paul  says  have  to  do 
with  life  in  the  Christian  fellowship. 

Christians  must  work  for  the 
reclaiming  of  wrongdoers.  The  wrong¬ 
doing  must  be  reconciled  and  never  con¬ 
demned.  Christians  must  help  others  in 
need  whether  “they  brought  in  on  them¬ 
selves”  or  not.  Members  of  the  fellow-, 
ship  are  to  avoid  the  sins  of  conceit  or 
false  pride.  Since  the  early  church  had 
teachers  who  were  constantly  in  finan¬ 
cial  need,  Christians  are  told  to  share 
their  own  substance  with  their  teachers. 
Christians  must  never  mock  God  (by 
this,  Paul  refers  to  the  fact  that  many 
people  mock  God  by  becoming  “worldly” 
and  addicted  to  “things”).  Further,  Paul 
says,  Christians  must  not  give  up  in  the 
struggle  to  do  good.  God  will  reward  the 
good  person  in  His  own  time.  And,  all 
Christians  are  to  do  good  to  all  people  for 
all  people  are  their  neighbors. 

These  are  practical  instructions  given 
to  the  early  church  for  Christians  living 
in  the  Christian  fellowship.  No  one  is 
ever  totally  isolated.  Everyone  lives  in 
community. 

Some  people  try  to  deny  that  they  are 
part  of  a  fellowship,  a  family,  a 
community.  They  feel  superior  to  others 
and  do  not  want  to  associate  with  these 
“lower  class  people.”  Or  in  some  cases, 
they  feel  inferior  and  unworthy  of  being  a 
full  member  of  such  a  fellowship.  But 
these  attitudes  are  both  wrong.  All  of  our 
rituals  and  traditions  of  the  Church 
affirm  that  the  Church  (the  people  who 
are  the  Church,  the  living  body  of  Christ) 
exists  only  in  community  because  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  relational.  Love  is  given  and 
received.  Love  is  relational.  And  we  who 
call  ourselves  by  His  name  must  accept 
the  responsibilities  of  Christian  relation¬ 
ship  as  we  live  our  lives  in  the  fellowship 
according  to  the  law  of  love. 


The  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District 
held  an  old-fashioned  Camp  Meeting,  on 
Sunday,  September  16,  at  the  Old  South 
Jamboree  grounds  on  Highway  190  in 
Walker.  Part  of  the  Bicentennial  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  district,  it  featured  Rev. 


Joe  McLain,  preacher;  Rev.  Homer 
Bailes,  song  leader;  and  Jay  Michael 
Bryan  as  leader  of  the  youth  celebration 
along  with  the  district  youth  team. 
Dinner  on  the  grounds  was  enjoyed  by 
all. 


The  Voices  of  Faith,  one  of  the  choirs  of 
the  First  Street  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  performed  at  the 
Afro-American  Pavilion  at  the  World’s 
Fair.  Directed  by  Albert  L.  Pulley,  Jr., 
Mrs.  Shelia  C.  Woods,  president,  the 
choir  performed  both  Gospel  and  secular 


On  August  12,  the  Amite  UM  Church 
honored  Mrs.  Winnie  Kemp  Stewart  for 


550  Attend  Ruston  UMW  Meeting 


By  NANCY  CARRUTH 

Approximately  550  persons  were  in 
attendance  at  the  Eleventh  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Ruston, 
Louisiana. 

The  meeting  was  presided  over  by 
Mrs.  Nell  Read,  Conference  President 
and  speaker  for  the  event  was  Dr.  Vela 
Cleveland,  retired  medical  missionary  to 
India.  In  her  honor  the  delegates  gave  an 
offering  of  $1,650.00  extra  in  memory  or 
honor  of  loved  ones  to  light  the  mission 
candles  burned  during  the  meeting. 
These  candles  were  lit  by  Maude  Harris, 
Marta  Sanfiel  and  Stacey  Hennen.  The 
funds  will  be  used  to  support  mission 
work  for  over  five  and  one-half  hours. 

Two  new  units,  organized  during  the 
year  were  given  recognition:  Douglas 
United  Methodist  in  Ruston  District  and 
Bayou  Scie  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  District. 

During  the  Love  Feast  led  by  Rev. 
Brenda  Layman  the  delegates  gave  an 
offering  of  $785.00  to  be  sent  to  People’s 
Community  Center  in  New  Orleans. 

The  1985  Annual  Meeting  will  be  held  at 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church, 
Lafayette,  Louisiana. 


The  New  United  Methodist  Women  Officers  are  as  follows:  Norma  Winegeart,  Vice 
President;  Judith  Rountree,  Treasurer;  Barbara  Woods,  Secretary  for  Financial 
Interpretation;  Johnnye  Butler,  Christian  Global  Concerns;  Taylor  Phillips 
Christian  Social  Involvement;  Ella  Mae  Custer.  Christian  Personhood;  Madge  Lewis! 
Supportive  Community;  Margaret  Burris,  Chair  of  Committee  on  Nominations; 
Elizabeth  Lowrey.  Mary  Parker  and  Idell  Simms,  members  of  the  Nominating 
Committee. 


President  Nell  Read  Presiding. 


Retiring  Leaders  Honored  Crosby,  McFarland, 
and  Abraham. 


Lindsey.  Palazzo,  Fisher,  Nelson 


her  many  years  of  Christian  service. 
Mrs.  Stewart  has  been  an  active  member 
of  the  church  for  over  77  years. 
According  to  pastor  Bob  Burgess,  she 
was  honored  as  a  modern  day  Susanna 
Wesley. 

Dr.  Donald  Webb,  president  of  Centen¬ 
ary  College,  will  be  the  guest  preacher 
for  the  “Great  Preacher  Series,"  held 
annually  at  University  United  Methodist 
Church.  His  topic  for  the  October  7-9 
series  will  be  “The  Holy  Spirit  in  the 
Methodist  Heritage.” 

*  *  * 

Janice  MacGregor,  a  member  of  the 
Kenner  United  Methodist  Church,  had  an 
article,  “Adult  Dependent  Care:  A 
Growing  Family  Concern,”  featured  in 
the  August  issue  of  Engage  Social  Action, 
a  general  church  periodical. 

*  *  • 

A  special  Bicentennial  Homecoming 
was  held  at  the  Grand  River  United 
Methodist  Church,  August  26.  Rev.  John 
Oldham  was  the  preacher  for  the  day. 
Rev.  Darryl  Tate  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

A  continuing  education  event  for 
ministers,  “As  A  Man  Thinketh,"  will  be 
held  on  November  1,  at  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  in  New 
Orleans.  The  cost  is  $25.00  and  will  cover 
the  relationship  between  stress  and 
health.  If  reservations  are  required, 
contact  the  Chaplain’s  Office  at  the 
Hospital. 

•  *  * 

Church  member  Darrell  Sanders,  of 
the  James  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church,  recently  took  pledges  as  he 
planned  a  five-mile  run  to  help  pay  the 
conference  apportionments  of  the 
Church.  He  completed  the  run,  and 
according  to  pastor  Lewis  M.  Morris,  Jr., 
collected  more  than  $1,000  in  pledges. 
The  church,  usually  ahead  on  its 
conference  askings,  got  behind  in  the 
quarter  due  to  a  local  building  project. 


The  Aurora  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  held  its  25th  Anniversary 
Celebration  on  September  29-30.  On 
Saturday  a  tea  and  church-wide  dinner 
program  was  held.  On  Sunday,  former 
pastors  led  both  services.  Dr.  Byrl  More¬ 
land  is  the  senior  pastor  of  Aurora. 

•  *  * 

New  officers  elected  by  the  Baton 
Rouge-La fayette  District  Youth  Team 
for  the  coming  year  are:  President  — 
Stephanie  Hyde;  Vice-President  —  Joe 
Patterson;  Secretary-Reporter  —  Dyan 
Cannon;  and  Y.S.F.  chairperson  — 
Bertrand  Griffin.  D.Y.T.  Training  was 
held  September  29,  and  a  District 
Convocation  set  for  October  8,  at  First 
UM,  Baton  Rouge. 


Fall  Retreat  Held  For  Candidates 

Each  year  the  Committee  on  Training  and  Orders  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  provides  a  retreat  in  the  Fall  for  those  persons  who  are  candidates 
for  Full  Connection  and  Elders  Orders.  It  is  designed  to  build  relationships  within  the 
Committee  and  the  candidates.  Interviews  are  made  with  each  candidate,  several 
provide  "words  of  grace”  and  other  matters  are  attended  to. 

This  year  Rev.  Don  McDowell  designed  the  interview  format;  Rev.  Linn 
Richardson  led  the  group  in  building  support  groups;  Rev.  Wayne  Evans  and  John 
Williams  offered  the  candidates  in  some  practical  pastoral  helps  ranging  from  what  a 
Charge  Conference  is  about  to  hospital  visits.  Rev.  Larry  Madden  lined  up  the  annual 
slow-pitch  game  and  of  course  the  Committee  won. 

Shown  above  are  both  First  and  Second  year  candidates  for  Full  Connection  and 
Elders  Orders,  and  the  Committee  members  and  Dr.  A1  Norris.  Chairperson  of  the 
Board. 

The  Fall  Retreat  was  held  at  Camp  Brewer  to  expose  the  Candidates  to  some 
unusual  beauty,  as  well  as  rustic  living  and  good  food. 


Fall  Convocation 

Louisiana  Conference  Youth 
First  UM  Church  Natchitoches 


October  13, 1984 


9:00  a.m. -4:30  p.m. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 


Walter  L.  Underwood,  Bishop 
Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
Council  Director 


Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 
Linda  Crum, 
Editorial  Assistant 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

A  UMR  Interpretive  Analysis  ■■■• 


The  great  1984  ‘religion  and  politics’  debate:  Some  conclusions 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  HI 
Reporter  Editor 

What  began  as  an  effort  to  use  religion 
to  make  partisan  political  points  has 
evolved  into  the  broadest  and  most 
thoughtful  public  discussion  in  decades 
about  the  place  of  religion  in  American 
life  —  including  politics  (see  UMR,  Sept. 
14  and  Sept.  28).  Instead  of  being  written 
off  by  the  news  and  entertainment  media 
as  a  phenomenon  on  the  fading  fringes  of 
American  life,  the  centrality  of  religious 
faith  in  the  lives  of  millions  of  people  is 
being  acknowledged,  analyzed  and,  in 
some  cases,  affirmed. 

It  is  unlikely  that  so  much  public  atten¬ 
tion  would  ever  be  concentrated  on  the 
scope  and  influence  of  religion  if  the  is¬ 
sue  were  not  being  raised  in  the  heat  of  a 
partisan  political  campaign.  For  this  rea¬ 
son  the  current  "religion  and  politics" 
debate  likely  will  be  among  the  most  valu¬ 
able  by-products  of  the  current  campaign 
—  regardless  of  who  wins  the  election. 

Each  presidential  candidate  has  con¬ 
tributed  both  positively  and  negatively  to 
the  discussion.  President  Reagan  told  a 
prayer  breakfast  during  the  Republican 
convention  in  August  that  "politics  and 
morality  are  inseparable"  and  that  since 
religious  faith  provides  the  foundation 
for  morality,  politics  and  religion  are  in¬ 
separable."  Because  of  Mr.  Reagan’s 
close  identification  with  fundamentalist 
religious  groups  and  their  political 
causes,  these  seemingly  innocent  com¬ 
ments  were  widely  interpreted  as 
breaching  the  principle  of  church-state 
separation. 

A  few  days  later  Democratic  presiden¬ 
tial  nominee  Walter  Mondale  chided  his 
opponent  for  attempting  "to  transform 
policy  debates  into  theological  disputes," 
and  declared  his  belief  “in  an  America 
where  religion  is  a  private  matter  be- 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


tween  individuals  and  God,  between  fam¬ 
ilies  and  their  churches  and  synagogues, 
with  no  room  for  politicians  in  between." 
He  contrasted  his  views  with  his  oppo¬ 
nent's  by  emphasizing  the  importance  of 
tolerance  for  differing  forms  of  religious 
belief  and  activity. 

In  the  ensuing  days  the  "religion  in  po¬ 
litics"  debate  took  a  surprising  turn.  The 
candidates  began  finding  it  necessary  to 
"clarify”  their  positions.  What  soon 
emerged  was  an  unstated  agreement 
among  the  candidates  that  religious  faith 
plays  a  vital  role  in  American  life,  that 
religious  convictions  should  not  be  di¬ 
vorced  from  one’s  political  views,  and 
that  tolerance  should  be  shown  for  dif¬ 
fering  religious  views. 

Instead  of  muting  the  issue,  however, 
those  "clarifications"  served  to  broaden 
and  deepen  the  public's  interest  in  ex¬ 
ploring  anew  the  proper  relation  between 
religion,  morality,  politics  and  govern¬ 
ment.  During  the  past  month,  most  of  the 
nation’s  news  media  have  made  major 
allotments  of  time  or  space  to  exploring 
this  issue  not  just  from  the  point  of  view 
of  partisan  politicians  but  also  from  the 
viewpoints  of  theologians,  legal  scholars 
and  religious  leaders. 

Many  conclusions  can  be  drawn  from 
all  that  has  been  said  on  these  issues. 
Among  those  we  consider  most  impor¬ 
tant  are: 

1.  The  terms  “religion,"  "church," 
“morality,”  "politics”  and  "state”  each 
has  its  own  meaning.  Properly  un¬ 
derstood  and  used,  none  of  these  terms 
are  interchangeable. 

2.  The  U.S.  Constitution  does  not  create 
a  "wall  of  separation”  between  church 
and  state.  That  is  one  popular  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  Constitution’s  First  Amend¬ 
ment,  and  it  is  frequently  and  errone¬ 
ously  referred  to  as  though  it  were  a  Con¬ 


stitutional  provision.  The  Constitution  it¬ 
self  prohibits  the  establishment  of  any 
particular  "state  religion,"  not  the  mix¬ 
ing  of  religious  and  political  concerns. 
And  it  guarantees  all  citizens  the  free¬ 
dom  to  exercise  their  religious  convic¬ 
tions  or  reject  religious  belief  altogether. 

3.  The  expression  of  religious  concerns 
amid  a  political  process  —  whether  by 
religious  leaders  or  political  leaders  — 
poses  no  threat  per  se  to  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment.  In  fact,  the  inclusion  of  religious 
concerns  in  the  political  process  exempli¬ 
fies  one  of  the  First  Amendment’s  guaran¬ 
tees:  freedom  of  religious  expression. 

4.  There  is  no  single  “religious  issue" 
in  this  year’s  political  campaign  but  sev¬ 
eral  different  “religious  issues."  Num¬ 
erous  groups  of  citizens  are  actively  in¬ 
volved  in  the  political  process  as  a  result 
of  one  or  more  deeply  held  religious  con¬ 
victions.  Those  involvements  should  be 
applauded  rather  than  denied.  It  also 
should  be  recognized  that  there  is  by  no 
means  unanimous  agreement  among 
these  groups  on  either  religious  convic¬ 
tions  or  political  commitments  —  thus 
emphasizing  again  the  importance  of 
promoting  religious  tolerance  and  pre¬ 
venting  any  one  religious  group  from  im¬ 
posing  its  convictions  on  the  total 
population. 

5.  There  is  a  difference  between  reli¬ 
gious  talk  as  part  of  a  partisan  campaign 
strategy  and  religious  faith  as  the  gen¬ 
eral  foundation  on  which  one’s  specific 
ethical  and  political  decisions  are  based. 
The  more  any  politician  blurs  that  dis¬ 
tinction,  the  more  the  citizen  of  deep  reli¬ 
gious  faith  should  beware  of  having  his 
faith  used  to  achieve  partisan  political 
purposes.  The  suggestion,  for  example, 
by  a  noted  religious  leader  that  one  parti¬ 
san  candidate  is  "God’s  chosen  instru¬ 
ment  to  renew  America”  is  bad  theology 


and  probably  bad  politics.  It  also  bordei  s 
on  crossing  the  line  between  an  appropri¬ 
ate  "mixing"  of  politics  and  religion  and 
an  inappropriate  "merging"  of  the  two. 

6.  It  is  inappropriate  to  suggest  that  re¬ 
ligious  faith  is  strictly  "a  private  mat¬ 
ter."  Such  a  position  pushes  religion  to 
the  periphery  of  society  and  denies  the 
public  the  right  of  knowing  the  under¬ 
lying  convictions  that  shape  a  candi¬ 
date’s  moral  and  political  positions.  Reli¬ 
gion  belongs  in  the  mainstream  of  life 
and  society. 

7.  As  much  as  we  might  value  a  deep 
underlying  religious  faith  in  our  political 
leaders,  we  should  not  assume  that  a  de¬ 
voutly  religious  person  will  automati¬ 
cally  be  an  effective  public  official.  Out¬ 
ward  evidences  suggest  that  our  last  two 
presidents  —  one  a  Republican  and  the 
other  a  Democrat  —  were  persons  of 
greater  piety  than  either  of  this  year’s 
candidates,  yet  each  was  voted  out  of  of¬ 
fice.  Public  officials  should  be  elected  on 
the  basis  of  their  positions  and  proposals 
for  dealing  with  the  full  range  of  issues 
affecting  public  life  and  not  merely  on 
our  agreement  with  them  on  one  or  two 
"religious  issues.” 

The  most  profound  summary  observa¬ 
tion  we  have  encountered  on  this  subject 
came  from  a  law  professor  at  Harvard 
University,  Lawrence  Tribe:  “I  think  we 
have  to  distinguish  between  religion  and 
politics  as  spheres  of  belief  and  action  on 
the  one  hand  and  religion  and  politics  as 
sources  of  power  and  authority  on  the 
other  hand."  Ronald  Sider,  a  theology 
professor  at  Eastern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Philadelphia,  makes  the 
same  basic  point:  “We  have  to  draw  a 
distinction  between  separation  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  politics,  which  is  wrong,  and 
separation  of  church  and  state,  which  is 
needed." 
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o  invitation  needed 


to  start  new  church 


By  PETER  G.  LAW 

Some  people  haven’t  gotten  the  word 
yet:  We  need  new  churches!  Congrega¬ 
tions  have  life  cycles.  While  some  are  re¬ 
newed  and  start  the  cycle  over  again, 
others  die.  Our  denomination  has  its 
share  of  dying  churches.  In  many  places 
the  local  church  died,  and  we  assumed 
that  it  could  not  be  replaced!  The  as¬ 
sumption  has  seldom  been  tested. 

We  need  a  new  strategy,  based  on  an¬ 
swers  to  a  number  of  questions  which  I 
seldom  hear  asked.  The  new  Discipline 
makes  it  clear  that  the  responsibility  for 
new  churches  lies  with  each  pastor,  lay¬ 
person,  and  local  congregation.  We  are 
not  to  wait  for  some  committee  to  decide 
when  and  where  a  new  church  should  be 
established.  Each  of  us  is  urged  and  com¬ 
missioned  to  go  out  and  start  groups 
which  might  become  churches!  That  was 
what  happened  when  the  Wesleyan 
movement  became  the  largest  religious 
group  in  America.  I  don’t  think  people 
will  take  that  commission  seriously  until 
these  questions  are  discussed  publicly. 

First,  why  should  we  wait  for  someone 
else  to  start  an  extension  Sunday  School? 
Why  should  we  allow  the  one  or  two  per¬ 
sons  who  don’t  want  new  growth  to  veto 
our  efforts  to  take  seriously  the  great 
commission  of  Christ?  Any  kind  of  group 
will  do,  e.g.  Men’s  Support  Group,  Youth 
Club,  United  Methodist  Women,  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Bible  study.  Anyone  can  start 
such  a  group.  The  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  must  give  his/her  permission  only 
for  the  chartering  of  a  new  congregation. 
I  know  of  very  few  who  would  turn  down 
a  group  with  enough  promise  that  they 
could  become  self  supporting. 


Article  shows  there  still  is  ‘hope  for  United  Methodism’ 


;-To  the  Editor : 

i  There  is  hope  for  United  Methodism. 

) Don  Messer’s  call  for  compassion  for 
|Jim  Armstrong  and  a  loving  invitation  to 
^return  home,  is  evidence  of  that  (see 
•jUMR,  Sept.  14). 

'  It  is  long  overdue  and  represents,  in 
-  my  opinion,  the  over -whelming  consen¬ 
sus  of  our  people. 

The  pity  of  it  is  that  the  call  did  not 
come  from  those  elected  to  be  the  spir¬ 
itual  and  moral  leaders  of  our  church, 

.  our  bishops. 

‘  Congratulations  to  Iliff  School  of  The- 
ology  on  having  a  man  of  Don  Messer’s 
f.  stature  to  lead  its  work.  How  fortunate 
'  for  the  students  at  Iliff.  May  these  future 
>  ministers  of  our  church  be  as  compas¬ 
sionate.  Irvin  H.  Price 

Palm  Beach  Gardens,  Florida 

Jim  Armstrong  still 

‘desperately  needed’ 

To  the  Editor: 

When  I  had  read  just  a  few  words  of 
Iliff  President  Donald  Messer's  Sept.  14 
article  about  our  "wounded  healer,"  Jim 
Armstrong,  1  knew  I  had  to  read  it  aloud 
to  my  wife.  Nan.  Jim  visited  us  at  Bethel 
Church,  Fort  Wayne,  last  October  23rd, 
only  a  few  weeks  before  the  shattering 
news  of  his  resignation.  We,  along  with 
senior  pastor  Jim  Dickey  and  his  wife, 
and  several  of  our  lay  people,  had  been  in 
a  luncheon  party  with  Bishop  Armstrong 
that  Sunday  and  had  come  home  with  an 
even  deepening  love  and  admiration  for 
this  devoted  servant  of  Christ. 

By  the  time  I  finished  reading  Mr.  Mes¬ 
ser’s  plea,  Nan  and  I  both  were  in  tears, 
not  in  sorrow  for  the  Armstrongs  alone, 
but  also  for  our  church  and  our  nation. 

How  desperately  Jim  Armstrong  is 
needed  today !  I  watch  our  people  being 
led  astray  by  a  false  religion,  a  worship 
of  military  might  and  conquest,  "stand¬ 
ing  tall"  indeed,  but  standing  amid  the 
false  idols  of  the  MX  and  the  Bl,  turning 
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its  back  on  the  poor  and  suffering  of  the 
world. 

Whatever  failures  he  has  known  in  his 
life,  whatever  flaws  there  may  have  been 
in  his  servanthood,  Jim  Armstrong  was  a 
voice  of  conscience  to  his  church  and  his 
nation. 

My  God!  How  we  need  that  voice 

t<x*ay !  Bob  Carlin  Schreffler 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Messer  proposals  would 

abrogate  church  standards 

To  the  Editor: 

The  office  of  a  bishop,  much  less  a  pas¬ 
tor,  requires  much  of  a  person,  but  it  also 
gives  much.  It  gives  the  opportunity  to 
serve  and  to  lead.  It  also  gives  one  the 
freedom  to  do  what  one  thinks,  under  the 
circumstances,  is  right  and  wise.  Former 
bishop  James  Armstrong  accepted  the 
opportunities  to  serve  and  to  lead,  and 
the  responsibility  to  do  what  was  right 
and  wise.  He  has  made  his  decision.  The 
matter  should  have  been  allowed  to  rest. 

Hence,  Donald  Messer’s  proposals  in 
the  Sept.  14  issue  of  the  Reporter  would 
require  either  blindness  on  the  part  of  the 
church,  or  the  abrogation  of  standards 
for  ministerial  leadership.  The  question 
is  not  whether  the  ground  at  the  foot  of 
the  cross  is  level.  The  question  is  whether 
those  who  hold  the  cross  should  hold  it  up 
or  drag  it.  Dr.  Armstrong’s  decision  to 
request  his  credentials  be  accepted  says 
it  should  be  held  up. 

Dr.  Messer  should  have  granted  the 
man  the  dignity  of  an  honorable  with¬ 
drawal.  By  voicing  innuendoes  as  to  what 
the  circumstances  may  have  been,  he  not 
only  did  not  remove  the  Armstrongs’ 
pain,  but  intensified  it ...  as  did  the  Re¬ 
porter  in  allowing  the  article  to  be 
printed.  Richard  M.  Freeman 

Waco,  Texas 

‘Fine  article’  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  commend  Donald  Messer  for 
his  fine  article  calling  for  a  spirit  of  re¬ 


demption  toward  former  UM  bishop 
James  Armstrong  in  the  interest  of  a 
more  caring  and  compassionate  church 
(see  UMR,  Sept.  14). 

One  of  the  finest  challenges  to  Chris¬ 
tian  action  ever  given  to  the  Church 
Women  United  organization  at  an  annual 
Assembly  was  given  to  us  by  then  Bishop 

ArmStr0ng-  Marie  Bale 

Redlands,  California 

UMR  and  Oral  Roberts 
render  service  to  church 

To  the  Editor: 

Let  me  begin  by  thanking  you  for  your 
fine  periodical  and  the  service  it  renders 
the  church.  I  have  yearned  for  years  to 
know  what  was  happening  in  my  beloved 
denomination.  While  we  search  for  our 
identity  we  very  much  need  a  balanced 
report  of  what’s  happening  in  United 
Methodism. 

Regarding  the  Letters  to  the  Editor  in 
the  Sept.  21  issue,  I  question  whether  we 
are  capable  of  being  objective  about  Oral 
Roberts  and  his  ministry.  In  striving  to 
do  so  I  compare  the  fruits  of  his  labors 
with  those  of  mine  and  others.  I  look  at 
what  accrediting  agencies  say  about  his 
university.  And  I  compare  the  essence  of 
his  message  with  other  well-known  min¬ 
isters. 

Oral  Roberts  is  different.  There  is  an 
uniqueness  about  him  and  I  thank  God 
we  each  are  unique  creatures  in  His 
family.  It  would  certainly  be  incongruous 
for  United  Methodism  to  reject  Oral  Rob¬ 
erts  as  one  of  its  own  when  it  has  per¬ 
mitted  deists  and  even  agnostics  to  be  in 
positions  of  influence  in  our  agencies  and 
seminaries. 

If  we  are  to  profit  from  the  strength 
which  can  be  ours  in  a  pluralistic  denom¬ 
ination  we  must  keep  our  heritage  in 
view.  I  believe  John  Wesley  would  be 
very  comfortable  with  Oral  Roberts’  con¬ 
cepts  of  training  the  mind  and  healing 
the  body  while  recognizing  the  power  of  a 
supernatural  God. 

Hal  Cochran 
Kennesaw,  Georgia 
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Can  growing  tobacco 

ever  be  justified? 

To  the  Editor : 

I  fully  agree  with  the  solution  offered 
by  Z.  G.  Hawk  to  the  question  about 
growing  tobacco:  "Accept  Christ  as  your 
personal  Savior .  .  .  Let  God  decide”  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  7).  However,  I  must  take  is¬ 
sue  with  his  earlier  statement  that  seems 
to  equate  growing  tobacco  with  growing 
grain,  because  both  have  a  legitimate 
use  and  both  can  be  misused. 

The  real  point  here  is:  What  is  the  pri¬ 
mary  use  of  the  grower’s  crop?  If  it  is 
grain,  it  is  to  provide  food  that  is  re¬ 
quired  for  life  and  health.  That  it  can, 
and  is,  also  used  for  a  potentially  danger¬ 
ous  product  must  not  be  the  controlling 
factor.  But  if  it  is  tobacco,  it  is  primarily 
used  to  provide  a  deadly,  debilitating, 
and  addictive  drug. 

Any  legitimate  use  of  nicotine  could  be 
met  by  a  minute  fraction  of  the  present 
production,  grown  under  rigid  control.  If 
this  limited  value  is  a  worthy  rationaliza¬ 
tion  for  the  unrestrained  —  even  govern- 
mentally  supported  —  growth  of  tobacco, 
then  by  all  means  let’s  allow  the  tobacco 
farmers  to  switch  to  opium  poppies.  Far 
more  medical  benefit  is  obtained,  and 


My  Witness 

God  wants  us  to  have  a  6caring  church 


By  HAROLD  TRAVIS 

I  believe  every  church,  regardless  of 
circumstance,  can  have  a  caring  min¬ 
istry.  I  believe  God  wants  it  and  will  help 
it  grow. 

What  is  a  caring  ministry?  A  caring 
ministry  is  God  acting  through  people  to 
show  His  love  an  concern.  A  caring  min¬ 
istry  is  an  attitude  of  the  whole  church  to 
show  care  to  others.  It  is  recruiting, 
training,  and  supervising  lay  people.  It  is 
a  commitment  to  help,  aid  and  assist 
one  another.  It  is  keeping  in  touch  with 
each  other. 

Every  church  I  know  has  lay  people  in 
it  who  are  very  caring.  Early  in  my  min¬ 
istry,  there  was  one  lay  person  I  could  call 
on  and  she  would  be  able  to  inform  me  on 
the  condition  of  each  person  in  the  church. 

When  I  moved  to  a  larger  church,  I 
found  many  others  who  were  skilled  in 
showing  care  for  others.  The  only  limita¬ 
tion  was  that  we  failed  to  care  for  some 
people  because  we  lacked  a  consistent 
plan. 

For  two  years  I  trained  lay  people  to 
make  pastoral  visits  to  persons  who  were 
sick,  grieving,  divorced,  convalescing, 
lonely,  shut-in,  new  mothers,  new  mem¬ 
bers,  etc.  It  was  tremendous.  After  seven 
to  ten  weeks  of  training,  lay  people  were 
reporting  to  me  about  making  very  effec¬ 
tive  visits.  God  was  revealing  His  love 
through  them  to  others.  They  were  sur¬ 
prised  when  the  people  they  visited 
wanted  to  talk  with  them,  and  were  will¬ 
ing  to  open  up  to  them.  They  were  en¬ 
couraged  by  how  much  better  at  listening 
they  had  become  and  how  God  so  often 


" My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Harold  Travis,  is  Associate  Pastor  of  the 
First  UMC  in  Pearland,  Texas  (Texas 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
P  O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0?7‘i 

guided  them  to  say  and  do  the  helpful 
thing. 

Then  I  moved  to  an  even  larger  church 
that  wanted  me  to  train  caring  leaders  to 
make  a  variety  of  types  of  visits.  I  was  to 
recruit,  train  and  motivate  lay  people  to 
visit:  newcomers,  church  visitors,  new 
members,  the  ill,  the  grieving,  the  lonely, 
the  depressed,  the  inactive,  and  to  hold 
"caring  family”  meetings  as  well. 

I  found  there  to  be  plenty  of  helpful  lit¬ 
erature  to  use  and  compiled  it  in  the  form 
of  a  Caring  Manual.  We  began  training 
lay  people,  using  small  groups  <  12  to  15), 
two  hours  a  week  for  seven  weeks.  It  sur¬ 
prised  even  me  how  effective  these  peo¬ 
ple  were.  Many  go  above  and  beyond 
what  I  ever  ask.  They  send  birthday 
cards,  organize  baby  showers,  coordi¬ 
nate  food  for  families  in  need,  invite  peo¬ 
ple  to  their  Sunday  School  classes,  and 
develop  real,  lasting  relationships  with 
people  in  their  caring  families. 

Other  pastors  and  churches  were  inter¬ 
ested  so  each  year  we  invite  pastors  and 
lay  people  to  our  church  for  "caring 
training."  Over  the  past  six  years  many 


pastors  have  been  equipped  to  go  to  their 
local  churches  and  recruit,  train  and 
motivate  caring  leaders  in  their 
churches. 

We  have  found  it  does  not  seem  to  mat¬ 
ter  about  church  size,  location,  or  fi¬ 
nances.  Each  church  and  pastor  can 
benefit  by  being  committed  to  Christian 
caring,  and  by  asking  the  membership  to 
be  more  caring. 


monetary  yield  per  acre  is  much  greater. 

As  the  incriminating  evidence  against 
tobacco  that  began  to  surface  a  couple 
decades  ago  continues  to  mount,  so  does 
the  credibility  diminish  of  those  who  pro¬ 
fess  Christ,  but  continue  to  support  or 
condone  an  industry  whose  most  impor¬ 
tant  product  is  death. 

Dick  Akers 
Cudjoe  Key,  Florida 

Makers  and  sellers  guilty 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read,  see  and  hear  about  "drunk 
drivers”  all  the  time.  Why  do  we  never 
hear  or  see  a  "statement  or  a  comment,” 
about  the  people  who  make  alcoholic  bev¬ 
erages,  or  the  ones  who  sell  them?  Are 
they  not  just  as  guilty  in  God’s  sight? 

I  believe  they  really  are.  They  cer¬ 
tainly  haven’t  been  "born  again”  or  they 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  alcohol  in 
any  way.  I’ve  even  seen  beer  in  the 
homes  of  a  lot  of  people  who  are  supposed 

to  be  Christians.  ..  _  „  ^  .  „ 

Mrs.  0.  R.  Criswell 

Ranger,  Texas 

Editorial  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wanted  to  be  among  those  who  thank¬ 
ed  Donald  Messer  for  his  excellent 
article,  headlined,  “  ‘Voice  of  con¬ 
science’  calls  for  a  spirit  of  redemption 
toward  former  UM  bishop”  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  14). 

Since  Bishop  Armstrong  has  not  been 
the  only  "wounded  soldier  shot  by  his 
own  army,”  I  would  like  to  encourage  all 
United  Methodists  to  listen  to  John  Wesley 
and  Jesus.  Also,  some  of  our  soldiers  — 
both  clergy  and  lay  —  who  were  wounded 
have  also  been  shot  again  —  not  with 
the  intent  to  put  them  out  of  their  misery, 
but  to  make  them  more  miserable.  May 
God  forgive  us  Merle  Showers 

Buffalo,  New  York 


"Here  l  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 

which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu ; 
tor,  the  Rev.  Peter  G.  Law,  is  pastor  of 
Forest  Hills  UMC  in  Forest  Lake,  Minne¬ 
sota  (Minnesota  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double- 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
" Here  I  Stand,"  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266  0275. _ _ 

Second,  why  should  we  wait  until  a 
church  is  dead  before  we  start  another  in 
the  same  parish.  We  have  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  “ex-neighborhood”  congregations. 
We  know  that  no  local  group  wants  to  be 
a  long  term  part  of  a  church  dominated 
by  people  who  no  longer  live  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  This  is  exacerbated  by  race  and 
ethnic  culture.  Often  persons  would  pre: 
fer  a  group  in  which  they  can  express 
themselves  in  their  own  fashion,  rathef 
than  that  of  the  dominant  group.  Whyi 
then,  do  we  allow  the  few  with  a  loyalty  td 
a  building  to  prevent  the  development  of 
a  new  congregation  a  few  blocks  away? 

Third,  why  do  we  assume  that  neigh¬ 
boring  parishes  (especially  pastors) 
must  have  compensation  for  doing  new 
church  development?  It  is  a  part  of  our 
calling  as  Christians.  We  don’t  need  a 
mileage  budget  to  travel  to  the  next  town 
once  a  week  for  this  work!  New  church 
development  needn’t  be  a  high  budget 
item.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  am  familiar 
with  one  new  congregation  which  was  es¬ 
sentially  self-supporting  right  from  the 
beginning! 

Fourth,  why  do  we  assume  that  every 
church  split  is  a  bad  split?  The  Baptist 
denominations  grow  by  cell  division!  We 
have  lost  a  number  of  our  ablest  pastors, 
and  literally  thousands  of  persons  who 
wanted  to  continue  the  connection  with 
the  Annual  Conference,  but  not  with  per¬ 
sons  whose  worship  style  or  political  per¬ 
suasion  they  found  problematic.  We  talk 
about  pluralism,  but  are  often  unable  to 
practice  it.  Our  assumptions  lead  us  to 
cut  the  ties. 

A  number  of  other  questions  might  be 
asked.  But  these  four  illustrate  the  prob¬ 
lem.  As  long  as  we  continue  to  give  up 
large  geographical  areas,  or  allow  spe¬ 
cial  interests  to  veto  new  growth,  or  wait 
for  large  amounts  of  money,  or  expect  a 
committee  of  the  Annual  Conference  to 
direct  each  effort,  or  divorce  ourselves 
from  our  sisters  and  brothers  who  want 
their  own  congregation,  we  are  program¬ 
ming  for  the  death  of  our  denomination. 

Members  of  new  churches  are  among 
the  most  committed,  the  most  enthusias¬ 
tic,  and  the  most  supportive  of  our  de¬ 
nomination.  The  reward  that  comes  to  a 
pastor  who  starts  such  a  work  is  incom¬ 
parable.  The  joy  of  seeing  a  group  of  peo¬ 
ple  come  together  out  of  nowhere  (the 
majority  of  members  in  new  churches 
have  no  church  from  which  to  transfer), 
discovering  the  love  of  God  within  and 
among  them,  seeing  them  grow  and 
flourish,  cannot  be  properly  described. 

As  a  pastor  who  has  had  the  experi¬ 
ence,  I  have  felt  this  special  joy.  And  I 
commend  it  to  all  my  United  Methodist 
brothers  and  sisters.  No  greater  work 
lies  before  us  as  a  denomination. 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  300  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  First  UMC  in  Durango,  Colo¬ 
rado  (Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence),  1050  member-families  of  the  First 
UMC  in  Roswell,  New  Mexico  (New  Mex¬ 
ico  Annual  Conference)  and  750  member- 
families  of  the  Willowbrook  UMC  in  Sun 
City,  Arizona  (Pacific  and  Southwest  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Durango, 
Roswell  and  Sun  City  we  say  "Wel¬ 
come."  We  hope  you  will  find  your  new 
church  paper  interesting  and  informa¬ 
tive,  and  that  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the  Editor." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you' 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter." 


‘7  was  in  prison 
and  you  came  to  me.  ” 

— Msllhsw  25:36b,  HSV 

Children  behind  bars?  No,  children  peering  Into 
prison,  looking  for  their  parents.  It  does  not  matter 
why  their  parents  are  imprisoned.  Angry,  sad  and  em¬ 
barrassed,  these  children  themselves  become  Im¬ 
prisoned  emotionally  and  socially.  Only  the  love  of 
Christians,  motivated  by  Jesus’  love,  can  release 
them. 

The  Child  and  the  Prison  Program,  a  ministry  of  the 
Methodist  Church  In  Brazil,  reaches  out  to  In¬ 
carcerated  parents  and  their  families  through  special 
projects  designed  to  meet  their  needs. 

Join  the  Methodist  Church  In  Brazil  In  this  Important 
ministry. 

Gifts,  marked  "WD  009202-1  R-A",  should  be  con¬ 
tributed  through  your  local  church.  Three  thousand 
dollars  a  year  Is  needed. 
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Peace,  Korea,  Ephesians  studied 
in  schools  of  Christian  mission 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

Mrs.  Dee  Paul,  secretary  of  the  Moore 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Barberton,  Ohio,  left  work  a  little  early 
on  Sept.  14.  She  picked  up  three  other 
women  in  the  Akron  area  and  drove  100 
miles  to  the  Lakeside  United  Methodist 
Conference  Center  on  Lake  Erie. 

By  4  p.m.  she  was  helping  register  the 
433  people,  most  of  them  women,  who 
attended  the  East  Ohio  Conference  week¬ 
end  School  of  Christian  Mission. 

The  Lakeside  school  was  the  last  of  1 18 
summer  schools  of  Christian  mission 
held  by  United  Methodist  annual  con¬ 
ferences  throughout  the  United  States 
and  Puerto  Rico  since  the  first  week  in 
July.  Combined  enrollment  topped 
30,000. 

Many,  like  Mrs.  Paul,  attended  more 
than  one  school.  Because  she  is  president 
of  the  Akron  District  UMW,  Mrs.  Paul 
had  also  attended  East  Ohio  Con¬ 
ference’s  four-day  mission  school  and 
the  one-day  and  weekend  mission  events 
held  at  Mount  Union  College  earlier  in 
the  summer.  During  the  last  20  years, 
Mrs.  Paul  told  the  Reporter,  she  has 
missed  attending  a  summer  school  of 
Christian  mission  only  one  year  —  be¬ 
cause  of  a  new  baby  in  the  family. 

Many  return  yearly 

Like  Mrs.  Paul,  many  women  return 
year  after  year  to  the  conference  schools 
of  Christian  mission  to  learn  about 
different  cultures,  to  examine  social 
issues,  and  to  further  their  personal 
spiritual  growth.  Like  her,  they  enjoy 
meeting  women  from  across  their  con¬ 
ferences  and  developing  ongoing  friend¬ 
ships.  To  make  fellowship  easier,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  personal  name  tags,  many  at 
Lakeside  wore  district  markers  such  as 
the  bright  green  lapel  tags  which  iden¬ 
tified  the  79  participants  from  the  Akron 
District. 

The  weekend  school  —  Friday  evening 
through  Sunday  noon  —  permitted  time 
for  three  class  sessions,  two  Bible  studies 
of  two  hours  each,  meals,  informal  even¬ 
ing  gatherings,  early-morning  worship, 
and  a  closing  communion  service. 

Class  size  averaged  around  30,  per¬ 
mitting  interchange  between  instructors 
and  students. 

Visual  effects  inside  the  Lakeside  audi¬ 
torium  accented  this  year’s  mission 
study  topics.  The  general  theme  study 
topic,  ‘‘Swords  Into  Plowshares,”  was 
represented  by  a  real  sword  inserted  into 
a  weathered  wooden  plow.  The  geograph¬ 
ic  study  theme  on  Korea  was  enhanced 
by  Korean  costumes,  including  one 
similar  to  those  worn  there  by 
missionaries  100  years  ago. 

Lakeside’s  panorama  was  modeled 
after  that  used  in  one  of  five  regional 
schools  held  in  June  to  train  teachers  for 
the  annual  conference  schools.  From  the 
regional  schools,  too,  came  ideas  for 
Korean  folk  song  and  dance  presen¬ 


tations  and  for  peace  skits  given  during 
the  evening  gatherings. 

‘Mushroom’  effect  spreads 

In  the  same  kind  of  mushrooming 
effect  —  regional  to  conference  to  local  — 
many  of  those  attending  the  conference 
mission  schools  subsequently  will  lead  lo¬ 
cal  church  studies.  During  the  next  12 
months,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  United 
Methodist  women  will  study  at  least  one 
of  the  1984  mission  study  topics. 

In  the  study  on  peace,  they  will 
examine  pros  and  cons  of  nuclear  dis¬ 
armament.  They  may  send  up  balloons 
with  peace  messages  as  those  at  the 
Lakeside  school  did.  Perhaps,  like  Mrs. 
Paul’s  companions  discussing  the  studies 
after  hours,  they  will  raise  questions 
such  as,  ‘‘Would  I  be  able  to  rely  on  faith 
instead  of  arms  if  someone  tried  to  harm 
my  grandchild?” 

As  United  Methodist  women  study  Ko¬ 
rean  culture  and  history,  they  may  learn 
to  sing  ‘‘Jesu  sarang  hashimen”  (Jesus 
Loves  Me)  or  a  Korean  folk  song  about  a 
white  rabbit  (Korea)  sailing  down  the 
Milky  Way.  They  will  be  introduced  to  an 
Asian  concept  of  liberation  theology  (see 
related  story  on  this  page)  and  to  con¬ 
flicting  views  on  the  Christian  church’s 
role  in  relation  to  Korea’s  rapid  industri¬ 
alization  and  its  militarization  during  the 
last  30  years. 

In  the  personal  growth  study,  United 
Methodist  women  will  read  the  book  of 
Ephesians  with  new  insight  and  learn  to 
apply  its  message  to  their  own  lives  and 
to  church  and  society  as  a  whole  in  the 
search  for  justice  and  unity. 

Preparations  continue 

Even  as  the  1984  local  church  mission 
studies  begin,  a  national  ecumenical 
committee  is  selecting  study  topics  for 
1988.  Teachers  for  the  June  1985  regional 
schools  of  Christian  mission  have  started 
reading  prescribed  materials.  Each 
regional  teacher  must  be  certified 
through  the  Section  on  Education  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  regional  schools  will  train  some 
300  to  350  teachers  for  the  1985  conference 
mission  schools.  Then  through  the  sum¬ 
mer  the  cycle  will  repeat  with  United 
Methodist  women  once  again  trekking  to 
Lakeside  and  other  conference  school 
sites. 

Despite  diversity  in  organization,  all 
the  mission  schools  share  a  common  core 
curriculum  and  agenda. 

Each  year  the  studies  include  a 
general  theme  study  and  a  geographical 
study,  both  developed  ecumenically  and 
used  by  other  denominations.  A  third  — 
the  spiritual  growth  study  ( usually  based 
on  a  book  of  the  Bible)  —  is  developed 
specifically  for  United  Methodist  women. 

The  ecumenically  produced  study 
materials  go  back  to  1902,  according  to 
publisher  Ward  Kaiser  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  Friendship  Press. 
Mission  study  education  for  women  goes 


even  farther  back  into  the  19th  century. 

The  Methodist  schools  of  Christian 
mission  were  initiated,  however,  in  the 
mid-1930’s  by  the  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society.  They  combine  an 
emphasis  on  growth  in  personal  spiri¬ 
tuality  and  learning  about  different  parts 
of  the  world  in  which  Christians  serve. 
The  result  is  a  strong  commitment  to 
Christian  mission,  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  the  United  Methodist  Women  is  the 
largest  single  contributor  to  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  undesignated  mission  fund. 

According  to  Josephine  Harris,  an 
executive  in  the  Women’s  Division  of 
United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  the  schools  of  Chris¬ 
tian  mission  make  up  what  has  come  to 
be  considered  “the  most  effective 
education  program  in  Protestantism." 


During  the  Korean  Night  program  at  last  summer’s  East  Ohio  Conference  School  of  Missions  (from  left),  the 
Rev.  Kil  Sang  Yoon,  Dr.  Jae  Nam,  Mrs.  Yong  Soon  Nam.  Mrs.  Hei  Young  Yoon,  the  Rev.  Choonsoo  Chung,  and 
the  Rev.  Youngstone  Jhun  sang  a  traditional  Korean  song.  They  also  demonstrated  the  correct  traditional  dress 
and  the  wedding  ceremony.  east ohio  today  photo 


‘Distortion’ in  Korean  study  materials  claimed 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
and  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editors 

The  mission  study  materials  on  Korea 
to  be  used  by  local  United  Methodist 
Women  groups  this  year  offer  a  severely 
distorted  view  of  the  church  there,  in  the 
view  of  numerous  Korean  church  leaders 
and  U.S.  missionaries. 

Both  the  editor  and  publisher  have  re¬ 
sponded  that  the  materials  weren’t  nec¬ 
essarily  intended  to  provide  a  balanced 
overview  of  the  church  but  to  introduce 
the  ‘‘cutting  edge”  of  theological  thought 
in  Korea. 

“The  book  has  a  bias,”  admitted 
Peggy  Billings,  editor  of  the  main  study 
book,  “Fire  Beneath  the  Frost,”  which  is 
drawing  most  of  the  criticism.  That  bias 
is  noted  in  her  introduction  in  the  book. 
(Ms.  Billings  was  a  missionary  to  Korea 
1952-63  and  is  chief  executive  of  the  World 
Program  Division  of  United  Methodism’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.) 

Focus  said  too  narrow 

That  bias  is  very  damaging  to  U.S. 
Christians’  understanding  of  the  Korean 
church,  said  the  executive  secretary  of 
the  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  in  South 
Korea  ( Republic  of  Korea ) 

The  Rev.  Jae  Joon  Lee  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  in  Seoul,  Korea,  recently  that 
Methodist  leaders  there  are  disturbed 
that  the  study  materials  focus  on  the 
small  percentage  of  Korean  Christians 
who  are  political  activists  and  who  es¬ 
pouse  what  one  missionary  called  “a 
kind  of  Korean  liberation  theology.” 

The  human-rights-dominated  mater¬ 
ials  trace  the  history  of  Korea  and  the 
church  there  primarily  by  looking  at  the 
“common  people"  of  South  Korea,  how 
they  have  been  exploited  by  Chinese, 
Japanese,  Russian  and  now  U.S.  entities 
and  how  they  have  responded. 

The  title  of  the  book  reflects  its  thesis 


that  beneath  the  cold  control  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  by  successive  invaders  and  now  by 
their  own  military  government  and 
multi-national  corporations,  there  burn 
fiery  passions  for  freedom  and  self-deter¬ 
mination  among  oppressed  peoples. 

"When  we  read  the  main  study  book, 
we  were  very  upset”  by  what  U.S.  church 
materials  are  telling  U.S.  church  mem¬ 
bers  about  Korea,  said  Mr.  Lee,  saying 
his  comments  reflect  the  opinions  of  the 
bishops  and  other  major  Methodist  lead¬ 
ers  in  Korea. 

Tens  of  thousands  of  U.S.  mainline 
Protestant  women’s  groups  are  set  to  use 
the  materials  as  part  of  their  annual  ecu¬ 
menical  studies. 

Mr.  Lee  said  the  activist  Christians 
who  often  are  persecuted  for  their  human 
rights  work  are  an  important  part  of  the 
Christian  community.  But  U.S.  Chris¬ 
tians  also  should  be  told  about  the  vast 
majority  of  Christians  who  are  moving 
toward  a  more  humane  society  in  a 
slower  and  more  indirect  way,  he  said 
(seeUMR,  Sept.  28,  for  his  description). 

Groups  using  the  study  materials  will 
.find  almost  nothing  about  the  majority  of 
the  “people  of  God”  in  Korea  who  are 
distinguished  by  deep  spiritual  growth, 
explosive  evangelism  and  methodical 
training  in  Christian  lifestyles,  Mr.  Lee 
said. 


Emilio  Castro: 

New  World  Council  of  Churches  chief  tells  of  his  hopes 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  World  Council  of 
Churches’  new  general  secretary,  the 
Rev.  Emilio  Castro,  is  a  Methodist  who 
was  raised  a  Roman  Catholic  in 
Uruguay. 

In  a  recent  interview  for  the  World 
Methodist  Council’s  newsletter,  “World 
Parish,”  Dr.  Castro  talked  about  his  up¬ 
bringing  in  Latin  America  and  of  how  he 
“grew  into  Jesus  Christ”  by  conversion 
into  Methodism  as  a  teenager. 

He  also  talked  about  his  hopes  and  ex¬ 
pectations  for  the  WCC,  on  whose  staff  he 
has  served  since  1972. 

The  interview  was  conducted  at  WCC 
headquarters  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  by 
the  Rev.  Eugene  Stockwell,  a  United 
Methodist  on  the  WCC  staff.  A  transcript 
of  that  interview  was  shared  exclusively 
with  the  Reporter,  and  portions  of  the 
interview  follow. 

EUGENE  STOCKWELL:  One  thing 
sometimes  said  about  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  —  and  I  think  it  has  been 
said  about  you,  too  —  is  that  the  Council 
or  you  have  been  too  political.  What  do 
you  understand  to  be  some  political 
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implications  of  the  gospel? 

EMILIO  CASTRO:  I  think  it’s  clear 
that  Jesus  died  on  the  cross,  and  that 
there  was  a  political  accusation  against 
Him  as  "King  of  the  Jews.”  Politics  were 
present  in  the  gospel  and  have  been 
present  throughout  history. 

This  is  simply  a  consequence  of  our 
Christian  affirmation,  “Jesus  is  Lord.  To 
Him  has  been  given  all  power  on  heaven 
and  earth.”  It  is  also  a  consequence  of 
our  prayer,  “Your  Kingdom  come,  Your 
will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.” 
As  Christians  try  to  implement  the  Word 
of  God  by  helping  societies  to  be  organ¬ 
ized  to  reflect  the  will  of  God,  immedi¬ 
ately  those  Christians  will  enter  into  con¬ 
flict  with  other  forces  in  history  and 
humanity. 

Jesus  couldn’t  avoid  conflict  with  the 
Sadducees  in  trying  to  clean  the  temple. 
He  couldn’t  avoid  conflict  with  the 
Pharisees  in  trying  to  protect  the  com¬ 
mon  people’s  right  in  the  eyes  of  God. 

Similarly,  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  trying  to  be  faithful  to  the 
affirmation  that  “in  Jesus  Christ  there  is 
neither  Jew  nor  Gentile,  neither  white 
nor  black,”  cannot  avoid  entering  into 
conflict  with  the  system  of  apartheid  in 
South  Africa. 

So  the  politics  of  the  World  Council  is 
the  expression  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  confronting  the  big  issues  of  the 
day  and  challenging  humankind  to  be 
more  responsive  to  the  will  of  God  mani¬ 
fested  in  Jesus  Christ. 

The  central  affirmations  of  the  ecu¬ 
menical  movement  are  the  proclamation 
of  equality,  the  highlighting  of  the 
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tragedy  of  the  poor  and  the  indication 
that  they  are  God’s  favorite  children 
because  the  Kingdom  of  God  has  been 
promised  to  them. 

Those  are  fundamentally  evangelistic 
affirmations  calling  people  to  enter  into 
that  world  of  Jesus  where  the  possibility 
and  the  reality  of  being  born  again  is 
provided  for  people  as  individuals  and  as 
communities. 

STOCKWELL:  Many  people  reading 
this  will  not  consider  themselves  poor.  Is 
the  gospel  for  them  also? 

CASTRO:  Yes,  of  course.  But  through 
the  poor.  The  gospel  came  to  us  through 
the  particularity  of  the  Hebrew  people 
and  through  the  particularity  of  a  de¬ 
spised  human  being,  Jesus  of  Nazareth, 
who  took  upon  himself  the  situation  of  the 
sinners,  the  poor,  the  marginal.  We  are 
invited  today  in  the  economic  and  social 
situation  in  which  we  may  find  ourselves 
to  look  for  those  in  whom  Jesus  Christ 
says  he  will  come  to  meet  us  —  those  who 
are  naked,  hungry,  thirsty,  imprisoned, 
lonely,  hospitalized  —  and  particularly 
the  poor. 

STOCKWELL:  Are  you  in  a  way 
describing  what  in  Latin  America  is 
sometimes  called  the  theology  of  liber¬ 
ation? 

CASTRO:  The  theology  of  liberation  is 
one  way  to  articulate  intellectually  the 
struggle  of  Christians  for  the  poor  and 
against  all  oppression.  But  it  would  be  a 
pity  if  we  were  to  reject  the  challenge  to 
engage  ourselves  in  the  struggle  for 
justice  because  we  cannot  accept  this  or 
that  formulation  of  a  particular  theo¬ 
logical  school. 

STOCKWELL:  Often  people  speak  of 
Christians  today  dividing  between  those 
who  are  ecumenical  and  those  who  are 
said  to  be  “evangelical”  or  "conser¬ 
vative  evangelical.”  What  kind  of  word 
would  you  want  to  express  to  those  who 
are  called  “evangelicals”  as  you  prepare 
to  take  on  your  new  responsibilities? 

CASTRO:  To  use  the  words  evan¬ 
gelical  and  ecumenical  as  opposites  or 
describing  two  different  camps  is  totally 
inaccurate.  Addressing  the  question,  I 
would  say  to  my  friends  of  evangelical 
persuasion,  “Welcome!  You  are  needed 
in  the  total  ecumenical  conversation. 
Your  emphasis  on  the  authority  of  the 
Bible,  and  on  the  experience  of  con¬ 
version,  on  the  evangelization  of  the 
world,  your  insistence  on  a  certain  sense 
of  Christian  sisterhood,  brotherhood, 
community  is  a  fundamental  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  life  of  the  church. 

“But  be  assured  that  you  will  be  learn- 
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ing  dimensions  of  the  gospel  perhaps  for¬ 
gotten.  From  the  Orthodox  churches  we 
learn  the  beauty,  symbol  and  value  of 
liturgical  life.  From  churches  under  per¬ 
secution  we  learn  courage  and  en¬ 
durance.  Whatever  our  theological  label, 
we  will  all  be  challenged  in  the  common 
biblical  study  to  go  higher  in  the  mani¬ 
festation  of  our  Christian  obedience.” 

Happily,  more  and  more  evangelicals 
are  full  participants  in  the  activities  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  and  I 
think  this  is  having  positive  conse¬ 
quences  in  both  directions. 

STOCKWELL:  What  are  your  hopes 
for  the  World  Council  of  Churches? 

CASTRO:  That  it  could  continue  to  be 
an  ecumenical  forum  bringing  together 
churches  from  the  most  diverse  tra¬ 
ditions  and  facing  the  most  diverse 
contexts  to  inspire,  correct,  and  help 
each  other.  There  is  no  church  that  has 
nothing  to  contribute  or  that  doesn’t  need 
anything  from  other  churches.  I  dream,  I 
pray  for  the  day  in  which  we  can  all  kneel 
down  together  before  the  table  of  the 
Lord  to  manifest  symbolically  and  prac¬ 
tically  our  common  belonging  to  Him. 

STOCKWELL:  You  are  a  Methodist. 
What  contribution  do  you  hope  that  the 
Methodists  will  make  not  only  to  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  but  to  the 
whole  ecumenical  family?. 

CASTRO:  We  need  to  remember  the 
genius  of  our  founder,  John  Wesley  — 
that  he  didn’t  want  to  found  a  church.  He 
was  a  good  organizer  and  he  was  obliged 
to  organize  a  church  —  but  with  one  voca¬ 
tion  to  work  for  the  unity  of  the  whole 
Christian  church 


And  what  little  is  written  about  the 
majority  of  Korean  churches  is  generally 
negative,  complained  a  group  of  United 
Methodist  missionaries  to  South  Korea 
who  expressed  serious  disagreement  with 
the  materials  during  a  missionary  confer¬ 
ence  this  summer  in  Pennsylvania. 

“The  Koreans  have  so  much  to  teach 
Americans,”  said  missionary  Margaret 
Moore.  “It  grieves  the  Koreans  to  have 
that  ignored.” 

Rare  for  church  to  object 

For  church  leaders  in  a  nation  being 
studied  to  object  to  the  study  materials  is 
rare,  the  publisher  said. 

“I’m  not  immediately  able  to  give 
another  example  of  this  happening,  "  said 
Ward  Kaiser,  publisher  of  the  mission 
studies  which  each  year  focus  on  a  differ¬ 
ent  geographical  region  and  are  pub¬ 
lished  by  Friendship  Press  of  the  U.S. 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

In  a  Reporter  article  in  July  1982,  Mr 
Kaiser  was  quoted:  “There’s  no  way 
we’ll  write  about  them  ( churches  in  other 
nations)  without  their  support.”  He  said 
last  month  that  still  is  the  policy. 

The  final  paragraph  of  Ms.  Billings'  in¬ 
troduction  to  "Fire  Beneath  the  Frost" 
expresses  hope  that  the  book  will  in¬ 
crease  understanding  between  Christians 
in  Korea  and  North  America.  “Most  of 
all,  I  hope  Koreans  will  recognize  them¬ 
selves  in  these  pages  and  will  feel  that 
our  ‘aim  for  reality’  has  been  achieved.” 

Minjung  theology  said  obscure 

Why,  then,  was  the  book  written  about 
the  views  and  activities  of  only  a  tiny  mi¬ 
nority  of  Korean  Christians?  asked  six 
missionary  couples  in  a  special  session 
with  Ms.  Billings  at  the  summer  mission¬ 
ary  conference  in  Pennsylvania. 

“The  focus  of  the  book  leaves  the  im¬ 
pression  that  one  theology  —  the  minjung 
theology  —  is  the  overall  theology  in 
Korea,  and  it  isn’t,”  Margaret  Judy  said 

The  missionary  couples  —  recently  re¬ 
turned  from  Korea  where  some  were 
born  and  where  all  have  spent  much  of 
their  lives  —  said  they  had  not  heard  of 
minjung  theology  until  they  saw  the 
mission  study  book.  The  Rev.  Carl  Judy 
said  he  had  to  call  several  Koreans  be¬ 
fore  he  found  someone  who  had  even 
heard  of  minjung  theology. 

Minjung  (meaning  “people"  or 
“masses”)  theology  is  defined  in  the 
book  as  being  a  theology  enveloping  the 
pains  and  sufferings  of  the  poor  and  op¬ 
pressed  masses. 

Ms.  Billings  told  the  missionaries,  in 
the  Pennsylvania  meeting  which  she 
opened  to  the  Reporter,  that  minjung  the¬ 
ology  has  been  internationally  known 
since  the  1981  Christian  Conference  of 
Asia  and  subsequent  publications  on  the 
theology. 

Ms.  Billings  said  the  Friendship  Press 
committee  which  chose  her  as  editor 
dictated  criteria  for  the  book.  “One  of  the 
desires  of  the  committee  was  to  try  to 
look  at  minjung  theology  and  introduce  it 
to  the  United  States  and  Canada  as  a 
possible  theology  for  Korea.” 

Korean  advisers  anonymous 

The  United  Methodist  missionaries 
told  the  Reporter  that  they  couldn't  un¬ 
derstand  why  Ms.  Billings  and  the 
committee  of  representatives  of  more 
than  20  denominations  chose  authors  who 
haven’t  lived  in  Korea  for  many  years. 

"It  could  be  that  our  selection  of  au¬ 
thors  was  tilted,”  Mr.  Kaiser  acknow¬ 
ledged.  But  he  said  the  study  committee 
followed  its  usual  procedure  of  working 
in  tandem  with  Christian  leaders  in  the 
nation  being  studied. 

Korean  Christians  approved  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  authors  and  the  criteria  for  the 
book,”  he  said. 

Who  were  those  Korean  advisers? 

Mr.  Kaiser  said  by  mutual  agreement 
with  those  persons,  their  names  are  not 
to  be  divulged  because  of  church-state 
problems  in  Korea.  The  Korean  advisers 
were  picked  with  the  help  of  agencies 


such  as  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  he  said. 

U.S.  “clique-listening”  charged 

A  major  leader  in  the  Korean  Christian 
women’s  movement  told  the  Reporter  in 
Korea  that  she  has  little  faith  in  the  way 
many  U.S.  church  leaders  choose  spokes¬ 
persons  from  Third  World  churches. 

Asking  not  to  be  identified  by  name, 
she  said  U.S.  church  leaders,  particu¬ 
larly  from  some  New  York-based  agen¬ 
cies,  tend  to  practice  “clique-listening.” 

"They  breeze  into  Seoul  and  talk  to  the 
same  clique  of  a  few  people  who  they 
know'  agree  with  their  American  the¬ 
ology  and  politics  and  then  go  back  and 
say  that’s  what  the  church  here  says.” 
They  seldom  talk  to  the  mainstream 
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Cover  of  controversial  study  book 
church  leaders  or  the  pastors  or  the  other 
leaders  who  they  know  have  different 
opinions,  the  Methodist  laywoman  said. 

“I’m  not  a  conservative  here,”  she 
said.  “I  knowr  this  (Korean)  government 
is  a  dictatorship.  But  it  isn’t  as  narrow  or 
simple  as  the  book  implies.” 

Long-time  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
ary  to  Korea  Don  Sansom  said  “Fire  Be¬ 
neath  the  Frost”  doesn’t  accurately  re¬ 
flect  the  whole  situation  in  Korea  today. 
But  he  said  some  Korean  leaders  think 
government  officials  may  feel  extra  pres¬ 
sure  toward  democratization  if  they  see 
that  American  Christians  are  reading 
material  that  is  so  severely  critical  of  them. 

Ms.  Billings  told  the  displeased  mis¬ 
sionaries  that  she  was  willing  to  distri¬ 
bute  to  United  Methodist  Women  groups 
any  supplementary  study  material  which 
critics  might  write. 

But  the  missionaries  and  some  church 
leaders  in  Korea  told  the  Reporter  they 
don’t  think  they’ll  have  the  time  to  write 
well-documented  resources  in  time  to  be 
used  by  the  study  groups. 

Some  missionaries  say  they  are 
teaching  courses  by  saying,  “This  is  the 
way  the  book  writers  see  it;  this  is  the 
way  we  see  it.” 

That’s  fine,  Ms.  Billings  said:  “You 
should  supplement  the  material  in  any  way 
you  want.  Argue  with  it  if  you  want  to." 

Critics  say  study  groups  can  get  a 
more  balanced  view  of  the  Korean 
church  by  reading  articles  in  the  Septem¬ 
ber  issue  of  New  World  Outlook  (pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries) 
on  Korean  class  meetings.  The  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Response  magazine 
also  ran  many  supplementary  articles  on 
Korea  in  the  May  and  June  issues. 

Some  critics  suggested  that  study 
groups  would  be  helped  by  using  the 
book,  “Caring,  Growing,  Changing:  A 
History  of  the  Protestant  Mission  in 
Korea,”  by  Martha  Huntley.  The  book 
about  missions  before  1910  was  written 
under  the  direction  of  an  Asian  organiza¬ 
tion  and  is  being  published  by  Friendship 
Press,  said  the  publisher,  Mr.  Kaiser. 

“I  think  the  jury  is  still  out  on  the  valid¬ 
ity  of  the  study  materials,”  Mr.  Kaiser 
said.  “There  are  limitations  to  how  much 
one  can  say  in  a  book.  Korean  Christians 
are  a  very  divided  group.  We  have  put 
our  emphasis  on  those  on  the  cutting 
edge  in  their  society.” 
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DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  and  Christian  Education. 

1,000  member  church  Salary  depending  on  exper¬ 
ience  and  qualifications.  Send  resume  to  Box  9R7, 
Cocoa  Beach.  Fla  32931 

THE  NEW  MEXICO  Conference  Methodist  Foun¬ 
dation  Inc  is  seeking  a  full  time  Executive  Director 
qualifications  for  the  position  include  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  institutions  and  agencies  of  the 
church  and  the  ability  to  address  groups  both  large 
and  small  Experience  in  the  areas  of  deferred 
giving  and  foundation  administration  is  helpful  but 
not  required  Replies  kept  in  confidence  Interested 
persons  should  forward  a  resume  to  Kenneth  G. 
Reese,  254.  Wyoming  N  E.,  Albuquerque.  N.M. 
87112 

COTTAGE.  .METHODIST  CAMP  Ground.  Des 

Plaines.  III.  Religious,  social  programs,  swimming, 
ideal  family  setting  Richard  Leonard.  837  South 
Chestnut  Avenue,  Arlington  Heights,  III  G0005  <312> 
39R  5378 

POSITION  AT  THE  University  Chapel  Fellowship. 

University  of  South  Florida,  Tampa,  with  the  United 
Methodist,  Presbyterian  USA,  and  the  United 
Church  ol  Christ  Experience  in  Campus  Ministry 
Salary  —  $21,000  i  negotiable  i.  plus  housing  and  car 
allowance  Apply  by  November  l  to  Mr.  Troy  Collier. 
Chairperson.  Personnel  Committee.  Universih 
Chapel  Fellowship.  U  S  F  Box  2551.  Tampa.  Fla 
j;k)20 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education  Growing 
exciting  church  wishes  to  increase  Sunday  School 
attendance  and  activities.  Salary,  retirement  plan, 
insurance.  Cape  Coral  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  4118  Coronado  Pkwv  .  Cape  Coral.  Fla 
33904 

1. G00  MEMBER  UMC  SEEKING  Director 

Program /Education  and  Coordinator  Youth  Minis¬ 
tries  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  with  picture 
to  Search  Committee.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  G  East  Wright  Street.  Pensacola.  Fla  32501 
•  904  )  432-1434. 

WANTED:  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  tor  growing  2.4«o 

member  church  Full  time  position  available  with 
salary  negotiable  Experience  desired  Send  resume 
to  Curt  Olson.  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  707.  Longview. 
Texas  75000 

The  Rev.  Ed  Britt 


Travelin’  parson  totes 
guitar  along  with  Bible 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

CLARKSVILLE,  Term.  -  When  the 
Rev.  Ed  Britt  travels  his  four-point 
rural  Tennessee  circuit,  he  is  just  as 
likely  to  be  totin'  his  guitar  as  he  is  his 
black  leather  Bible. 

Melding  his  ministry  with  music  is  a 
way  of  life  for  this  United  Methodist 
minister  who  spent  15  years  as  part  of 
the  popular  singing  duo  of  Bowers  and 
Britt.  The  group  recorded  several  al¬ 
bums  in  Nashville  while  both  men  at¬ 
tended  Scarritt  College.  Mr.  Britt 
later  went  to  Vanderbilt  Divinity 
School. 

Today  he’s  on  his  own,  taking  his 
ministry  to  the  pulpit  where  he  often 
introduces  a  sermon  or  biblical  text 
with  a  song. 

Recently  he  opened  a  service  with 
“You  Gave  Me  Love,’’  a  contempo¬ 
rary  Christian  song  made  popular  by 
Amy  Grant  and  later  by  B.  J.  Thomas. 
Part  of  the  words  —  “When  no  one 
else  gave  me  a  prayer  .  .  .  you  gave 
me  love”  set  up  his  sermon  on  the  de¬ 
pendability  of  God’s  love,  he  said. 

“You  can  say  some  things  with 
music  that  are  as  good  as  painting  a 
picture,”  he  said.  “I  use  (music)  as  a 
tool,  just  as  I  do  God’s  word.” 

Mr.  Britt  also  travels  throughout 
Tennessee  when  time  allows  singing 
at  youth  retreats,  family  fellowship 
dinners.  United  Methodist  Men’s 
meetings  arid  conference  and  district 
meetings. _ 


He  also  uses  contemporary  Chris¬ 
tian  music  almost  weekly  with  his 
United  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
groups. 

Opening  a  UMYF  program  on 
dating  and  marriage,  Mr.  Britt  sang 
“What’s  Forever  For”  by  Michael 
Murphy,  then  explored  with  the  teen¬ 
agers  what  it  means  to  be  committed 
to  someone. 

Because  the  song  came  off  the  top  of 
the  “Top  40”  charts,  the  teen-agers 
were  able  to  identify  easily  with  the 
subject,  he  said. 

His  UMYF  group  makes  it  a  prac¬ 
tice  to  close  out  each  Sunday  evening 
with  a  quiet  time  in  the  sanctuary  lis¬ 
tening  to  records  of  contemporary 
Christian  music  by  various  artists  and 
stopping  at  the  altar  before  leaving. 

Mr.  Britt,  like  other  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers  who  use  contemporary 
music  to  reach  teen-agers  (see  re¬ 
lated  story  elsewhere  on  this  page) 
sees  music  as  a  tool  to  express  the 
Bible’s  principles. 

“Contemporary  Christian  music  is 
still  new,  but  we’re  seeing  how  it  af¬ 
fects  kids  more  and  more. 

“Music  is  an  integral  part  of  the 
average  teen-ager’s  life  and  it’s  a 
good  way  to  let  them  stand  back  and 
look  and  see  if  their  Christian  faith 
permeates  everything  they  do,”  he 
said. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 
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Churches  reach  youth  via  music 

‘Contemporary  Christian’  songs  rank  alongside  soft  rock 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

Ask  any  high  school  teacher. 

It’s  tough  getting  the  attention  of  high 
school  students.  And  it's  not  any  easier 
on  Sunday  evenings  at  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  than  it  is  during  third 
period  at  school  on  Wednesdays. 

But  a  small  number  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  have  joined  a  growing 
trend  in  reaching  out  to  young  people 
through  a  medium  that  teen-agers  can’t 
ignore:  rock  and  “contemporary  Chris¬ 
tian”  music. 

“Hardly  anything  else  has  as  much  in¬ 
fluence  on  teen-agers  today  as  rock 
music,"  said  the  Rev.  Mike  Selleck  of 
Shepherd,  Mich.  “Ninety-four  percent  of 
all  teen-agers  between  the  ages  of  13-19 
spend  3*/2  hours  a  day  listening  to  rock 
music  .  .  .  and  what  are  we  doing  about 
it?”  he  asks. 

Music  can  teach  Bible 

Mr.  Selleck,  like  other  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers  and  youth  directors  con¬ 
cerned  with  rock  music’s  “consuming” 
influence,  believes  there’s  a  golden  op¬ 
portunity  to  use  rock  music  to  teach  the 
Bible. 

“If  you  ‘turn  off’  their  music,  you  turn 
them  off,  too.  The  secret  is  in  using  the 
texts  of  their  music  to  illustrate  biblical 
teachings,”  he  said. 

Eighty-five  percent  of  the  rock-listen¬ 
ing  teens  are  tuned  into  “soft  rock”  that 
has  a  more  mellow,  easy  rhythm  than  its 
“hard  rock”  counterpart  that’s  charac¬ 
terized  with  a  brash,  loud  driving  beat, 
Mr.  Selleck  said.  And  much  of  the  “soft 
rock”  has  a  “correlation”  to  Christian¬ 
ity,  even  if  the  writers  are  not  Christians 
and  the  songs  weren’t  meant  to  be  per¬ 
ceived  that  way. 

Mr.  Selleck,  who  has  used  rock  music 
as  a  teaching  tool  for  seven  years,  cited 
several  examples  of  "secular”  music  he 
has  used  to  illustrate  biblical  teachings. 

“Desperado,”  a  song  released  several 
years  ago  by  a  rock  group  known  as  the 
Eagles,  talks  about  dealing  with  loneli¬ 
ness,  frustration  and  material  wealth,  he 
said.  The  Bible  is  filled  with  parallel 
teachings,  he  said,  thus  giving  him  an  en¬ 
tree  to  talk  about  those  principles  on  a 
level  teen-agers  can  relate  to. 

“The  purpose  is  to  get  them  talking  .  ,  . 
get  them  relating  as  many  everyday  oc¬ 
currences  to  their  faith  as  possible. 

“They  bring  in  songs  to  me  all  the  time 
that  they  want  to  talk  about,”  he  said. 
“We  determine  if  there  might  be  a  Chris¬ 
tian  message  in  them  and  how  that  mes¬ 
sage  might  relate  to  them.  If  there’s  a 


song  from  which  the  Gospel  is  obviously 
missing,  I  want  to  talk  with  them  about 
that,  too. 

“Let’s  say  a  song  is  decidedly  lustful.  I 
say  let’s  hear  it,  let’s  talk  about  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  lust  and  love  and  let’s 
look  at  what  the  Bible  says  about  it,”  he 
added. 

‘Overhear’  is  important 

“Kids  learn  most  when  they  ‘overhear’ 
the  Gospel.  They  may  not  take  it  in  when 
it’s  presented  word  for  word,  but  give  it 
to  them  in  a  form  they  can  relate  to  ( rock 
music)  and  it’s  going  to  take  form  and 
mean  a  lot  more  to  them,”  he  said. 

Ed  Martin,  youth  director  at  St.  Paul’s 
UMC  in  Shawnee,  Okla.,  has  been  using 
“sing-along  slides”  with  the  words  to 
rock  music  on  them  for  several  years 
with  his  youth  group. 

He  will  put  the  words  to  popular  rock 
songs  on  a  slide  and  project  it  onto  a  wall 
during  UMYF  or  Sunday  School.  The 
group  then  analyzes  the  songs  and  begins 
to  look  for  Christian  messages. 

“Teen-agers  are  eating,  sleeping  and 
drinking  rock  music  .  .  .  and  I’m  not  will¬ 
ing  to  admit  defeat  to  it,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Martin  said  he  uses  rock  music 
“every  chance  I  get”  to  relate  biblical 
teachings. 

“We  talk  about  the  songs  and  possible 
Christian  implications.  I  like  to  think  that 
later,  when  they  hear  that  song  on  the 
radio,  they’re  going  to  think  back  on 
something  from  the  Bible. 

“Music  is  always  going  to  be  there,  and 
we  (in  the  church)  can  use  it  or  ignore  it. 
But  if  we  use  .it  effectively  now  to  rein¬ 
force  Christian  beliefs,  these  kids  are 
going  to  relate  better  to  the  church  now 
and  20  years  from  now.  ’  ’ 

Not  a  new  tool 

Looking  at  “secular”  songs  and  inter¬ 
jecting  a  Christian  message  into  them  is 
not  a  new  tool  of  teaching.  Bill  Wolfe  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  was 
doing  it  more  than  10  years  ago  when  he 
was  editing  “Music  and  the  Young,"  a 
newsletter  telling  how  to  use  popular 
music  in  religious  settings. 

“Music  is  incredibly  effective,”  he 
said.  Teen-agers  often  listen  to  songs 
hundreds  of  times.  “That  has  a  tremen¬ 
dous  effect  on  their  memory  . . .  and  that’s 
one  of  the  neat  things  about  teaching  with 
music.” 

Trend  may  be  swinging 

Ministers  and  teachers  have  been 
using  secular  music  to  relate  to  teen¬ 
agers  for  years,  but  with  the  marked  im- 


Women’s  unit  to  combat 6 mauling  machine 9 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

TECHNY,  Ill.  —  "There  is  a  mauling 
machine,  grinding  women  up  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,”  declared 
Nancy  Self,  one  of  the  two  executives 
with  United  Methodism’s  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women. 
“We  have  to  get  to  the  machine’s  gear 
box  and  stop  it.” 

Ms  Self’s  allegorical  description  of  the 
roots  of  sexism  on  all  levels  of  the  church 
opened  the  commission’s  first  meeting 
of  the  1985-88  quadrennium  here  on  Sept. 
27-30. 


The  50  men  and  women  on  the  com¬ 
mission  met  at  the  Roman  Catholic 
Divine  Word  retreat  center. 

“The  ‘mauling  machine’  is  at  work,” 
Ms.  Self  continued,  “when  the  church 
system  demands  that  women  be 
smarter,  more  long  suffering  and  more 
intelligent  than  men  —  and  then,  when 
women  are,  they  are  labeled  deviant. 

“The  ‘machine’  is  also  at  work,”  she 
said,  “when  we  at  the  commission  hear 
that  women  clergy  seeking  jobs  at 
churches  are  questioned  about  their 
unmarried  status  rather  than  about  their 
pastoral  skills.” 


Kiyoko  Fujiu,  the  commission’s  other 
executive,  said,  “The  commission  hopes 
to  bring  about  significant  changes  in 
areas  that  may  or  may  not  be  overtly 
discriminatory  against  women  but  may 
still  present  barriers  for  them.” 

In  an  effort  to  empower  women  at  the 
church’s  grassroots  level,  the  commis¬ 
sion  in  cooperation  with  the  UMC’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries  will  issue 
guidelines  for  local  church  work  units  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women. 

The  guidelines  offer  orientation  to 
feminist  theology  and  the  history  of 
Methodist  women.  Also  included  is  a 
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provement  in  contemporary  Christian 
music,  that  trend  may  be  swinging  to 
Christian  artists  like  Amy  Grant  and 
Sandi  Patti,  Mr.  Wolfe  said. 

“About  the  time  Amy  Grant  came  on 
the  music  scene  (six  years  ago),  the 
quality  of  gospel  music  improved  im¬ 
mensely.  It’s  comparable  with  any  other 
(rock  music),”  Mr.  Wolfe  said. 

And  while  United  Methodist  ministers 
who  use  popular  music  acknowledge  the 
usefulness  of  Christian  pop  music,  they 
have  reservations  about  using  it  ex¬ 
clusively. 

“Much  of  it  up  until  a  few  years  ago 
was  almost  exclusively  about  the  first¬ 
time  Christian  experience.”  But  now 
there  is  more  emphasis  on  problems  of 
daily  living,  Mr.  Wolfe  said. 

Mr.  Selleck  agreed.  “A  lot  of  it  was 
sugar-coated  Christianity,  but  the  the¬ 
ology  has  improved.”  He  said  Amy 
Grant’s  “Age  to  Age”  album,  that,  has 
stayed  in  the  number  one  and  two  slots  in 
Contemporary  Christian  magazine’s-Top 
50  chart  for  over  a  year,  features  several 
examples  of  mature  faith  probing. 

Commercialism  grows 

The  commercial  side  of  contemporary 
Christian  music  is  growing  rapidly,  last 
year  grabbing  five  percent  of  the  total  re¬ 
cording  industry’s  profits.  That  doesn’t 
mean  it  is  a  threat  to  secular  rock  music, 
but  it’s  up  from  one  percent  of  the  mar¬ 
ket  in  1982,  said  Tom  Ranger,  editor  of 
Music  Line,  a  Christian  music  magazine. 

United  Methodist  evangelist  Wesley 
Putnam  of  the  Northwest  Texas  Annual 
Conference  uses  contemporary  Christian 
music  regularly.  “The  Spirit  is  able  to 
move  in  music  in  a  special  way  that  by¬ 
passes  the  brain  and  goes  straight  to  the 
heart,”  he  said. 

As  an  example,  Mr.  Putnam  said  he 


might  build  a  talk  around  Amy  Grant’s 
“Old  Man’s  Rubble”  and  talk  about  the 
need  for  putting  away  old  habits  that  get  in 
the  way  of  a  clearer  Christian  experience. 

Churches  are  beginning  to  see  the 
power  of  contemporary  music,  he  said, 
but  he  expects  its  acceptance  in  wider 
circles  to  take  time.  “For  years,  any¬ 
thing  that  fell  outside  of  the  Methodist 
hymnal  was  frowned  upon,”  he  said. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  was  the 
first  mainline  denomination  to  sponsor  a 
contemporary  Christian  music  ministry 
in  1968  when  the  Board  of  Evangelism 
sponsored  Dust  and  Ashes,  a  folk/pop 
Christian  duo.  But  after  a  two-year  stint, 
the  board  stopped  the  ministry. 

Tom  Page,  one  of  the  Dust  and  Ashes, 
singers  and  now  with  the  Upper  Room  in 
Nashville,  said  it’s  time  for  the  church  to 
recognize  the  impact  contemporary 
Christian  music  can  have  in  teaching  the 
Word  of  God. 

Praise  element  missing 

“Unfortunately,  today’s  young  people 
are  lookers  and  listeners  and  not 
readers,”  he  said.  And  if  the  church  is 
going  to  get  across  a  message  to  them, 
it's  going  to  have  to  be  via  a  medium  they 
can  relate  to. 

“We’re  missing  the  praise  element  in 
our  churches  today.  We’re  so  afraid  to 
see  people  have  a  spiritual  experience 
that  we  lean  away  from  anything  that 
might  arouse  it  —  like  music,”  he  said. 

Using  music,  both  rock  and  contempo¬ 
rary  Christian,  is  just  one  way  to  bring 
the  Gospel  to  people  who  might  ordinar¬ 
ily  not  sit  and  listen  to  it,  Mr.  Martin  of 
Oklahoma  said. 

“When  kids  see  the  church  using  some¬ 
thing  that’s  so  important  to  them,  they 
realize  we  care.  And  that  is  going  to 
make  a  difference,”  he  said. 


‘Church  planter’  labels 
UMC’s  ‘reward’  problem 


“checklist  for  an  inclusive  church” 
which  surveys  attitudes  concerning 
women’s  roles  in  worship,  leadership  and 
education.  The  guidelines  will  be  avail¬ 
able  by  January. 

Commission  members  momentarily  put 
aside  their  strategies  and  plans  for  the 
next  four  years  to  celebrate  the  recent 
elections  of  Bishop  Leontine  Kelly  and 
Bishop  Judith  Craig.  Bishop  Craig,  a  new 
member,  lauded  the  commission  for  its 
part  in  her  election  to  the  episcopacy. 

The  Rev.  H.  Sharon  Howell,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  was  elected  president 
of  the  commission.  Vice-president  is 
Ressie  Bass,  a  laywoman  from  the 
Florida  Annual  Conference. 

In  a  surprise  action,  the  Rev.  Elizabeth 
Reed,  chairperson  of  the  commission’s 
personnel  committee  announced  that  the 
commission  would  begin  anew  its  search 
for  a  third  executive.  Under  its  rules,  the 
commission  must  fill  that  position  with 
an  ethnic  minority  person. 

In  line  with  its  monitoring  function,  the 
commission  agreed  to  send  letters  to  the 
denomination’s  new  hymnal  committee 
and  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  offering  to  suggest  women  for  the 
committee  and  urging  that  as  candidates 
are  interviewed  for  staff  positions,  sensi¬ 
tivity  to  inclusive  language  be  a  criterion 
for  hiring. 

The  commission  is  also  planning  to 
keep  a  closer  eye  on  United  Methodism’s 
continuing  missional  priority,  “Develop¬ 
ing  and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church.”  Commission 
members  approved  plans  which,  among 
other  things,  will  gauge  the  effectiveness 
of  the  missional  priority  on  ethnic 
minority  women. 

Guidelines  listed 
for  hospital  visits 

BETHESDA,  Md.— United  Methodist 
ministers  here,  home  of  the  National  Insti¬ 
tutes  of  Health,  have  adopted  guidelines 
telling  how  they  can  be  available  to  visit 
patients  at  the  institutes’  nationally- 
famous  hospitals. 

The  Rev.  H.  Edgar  Moore,  associate 
pastor  at  Bethesda  UMC,  explained  that 
the  guidelines  became  necessary 
because  so  many  requests  are  written  or 
phoned  to  the  local  pastors. 

The  seven  Bethesda-area  United  Meth¬ 
odist  pastors  from  five  churches  will  visit 
members  or  constituents  of  UM  churches 
on  a  rotating  basis  under  these 
guidelines: 

1.  Requests  must  come  from  a  United 
Methodist  pastor. 

2.  Requests  must  be  placed  9  a. m. -noon 
daily,  Monday-Friday,  at  301-652-2990. 

3.  Pastors  calling  to  request  a  visit 
should  be  ready  to  provide  (1)  general 
biographical  information  on  the  patient; 

(2)  a  brief  history  of  the  patient’s  illness; 

(3)  a  telephone  number  where  the 
visiting  pastor  may  call  back  collect  to 
report  on  the  visit. 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

One  nondenominational  expert  in 
"church  planting”  says  United  Meth¬ 
odists  have  a  real  problem  in  church 
extension,  particularly  among  ethnic 
minorities. 

The  problem,  says  the  Rev.  Carl  F. 
George,  is  that  the  United  Methodist 
ministerial  appointment  system  seems  to 
reward  “good  behavior”  —  which  he 
defined  as  “don’t  rock  the  boat”  —  with 
career  security. 

By  contrast,  he  said,  church  extension 
or  “planting”  requires  aggressive,  entre- 
prenurial  behavior.  And  only  in  the  past 
few  years  has  United  Methodism  per¬ 
mitted  many  of  those  “entrepreneurs”  to 
surface. 

Dr.  George  is  director  of  the  Charles  E. 
Fuller  Institute  of  Evangelism  and 
Church  Growth.  Based  in  Pasadena, 
Calif.,  it  is  named  for  the  famed  evan¬ 
gelist  Charles  E.  Fuller  of  the  1940s  and 
50s  and  is  a  joint  ministry  of  the  Fuller 
Evangelistic  Association  and  Fuller 
Theological  Seminary. 

Dr.  George  acknowledged  during  a 
telephone  interview  with  the  Reporter 
that  both  the  Fuller  parent  bodies  and  the 
church  growth  institute  are  viewed  as 
“too  conservative”  by  some  and  as  “too 
liberal”  by  others.  He  doesn’t  let  those 
views  deter  his  conviction  that  evan¬ 
gelism  and  church  growth  must  be 
spread  with  religious  certainty  and  deep 
biblical  spirituality. 

Dr.  George  is  an  ordained  Baptist 
minister  who  attends  a  Nazarene  church 
in  Pasadena.  But  he  seems  to  know  the 
ins  and  outs  of  mainline  denominations 
and  of  evangelical  “self-supporter 
types,”  as  he  calls  them.  And  he  cites  the 
Rev.  Lyle  Schaller,  a  United  Methodist, 
as  one  of  the  great  leaders  in  church 
growth  strategy. 

‘Second-class’  citizens  result 

Dr.  George  says  it’s  ironic  that  United 
Methodism  should  find  difficulty  plant¬ 
ing  ethnic  minority  churches,  since  the 
denomination  is  entering  its  third  consec¬ 
utive  four-year  quadrennium  with  a  mis¬ 
sional  priority  to  “strengthen  and 
develop  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church." 

The  difficulty,  says  Dr.  George,  is  that 
(United)  Methodists  have  a  historic 
record  of  being  willing  to  die  — 
individually  and  corporately  —  for  social 
and  racial  justice,  responding  to  what 
they  perceive  as  God’s  call  for  equality. 
But  in  attempting  to  reach  equality  by 
integration  and  pluralism,  United  Meth¬ 
odists  have  consigned  their  ethnic 
minority  caucus  groups  to  second  class 
citizenship. 

“This  forces  the  ‘wounded  minority’  to 
participate  in  the  ‘majority’  church  with¬ 
out  any  real  way  to  assert  itself,”  he 
contends. 

Dr.  George  doesn’t  single  out  United 
Methodists  for  criticism.  He  says  some 
difficulties  in  church  planting  are  typical 
of  all  mainline  Protestant  denomi¬ 
nations,  including  Presbyterians  and  the 
United  Church  of  Christ. 

Big  investments  required 

Those  difficulties,  he  said,  include: 

1.  Mainline  models  for  church  exten¬ 
sion  are  almost  all  capital  intensive  — 
that  is,  they  require  large  sums  of  money 
to  buy  sites,  build  and  equip  buildings. 

2.  Responsibility  for  church  extension 
is  centralized.  This,  he  said,  permits 
local  pastors  of  what  might  otherwise 
become  “parent”  churches  to  argue, 
“But  that’s  not  my  portfolio.”  Thus 


The  Rev.  Carl  George 
responsibility  for  church  extension  shifts 
higher  and  higher  on  the  denominational 
ladder. 

Dr.  George  and  his  colleague  at 
Fuller,  Dr.  Peter  Wagner,  have  led  two 
national  seminars  on  church  planting  in 
1983  and  have  scheduled  two  more, 
including  an  advanced  seminar,  in  late 
November  in  Pasadena. 

At  that  meeting  they  will  test  partici¬ 
pants’  interest  in  forming  an  American 
Society  for  Church  Growth.  The  intent 
behind  all  this,  Dr.  George  said,  is  to 
“strengthen  the  hand”  of  all  of  those 
involved  in  church  extension,  including 
those  who  hold  such  portfolios  at  denomi¬ 
national  levels. 

Have  any  of  those  denominational 
leaders  accused  him  of  invading  their 
turf?  he  was  asked.  “We've  had  no 
negative  indications,"  he  answered. 
“Quite  the  contrary.  They  tell  us  we  have 
strengthened  their  positions. 

Basics  emphasized 

The  Fuller  church  growth  seminars 
emphasize  basics  such  as  site  selection, 
breaking  “the  200  (member)  barrier,” 
and  the  centrality  of  the  founding 
pastor’s  personality,  whom  Dr.  George 
says  must  be  a  “powerful  magnet”  if  the 
church  is  to  succeed. 

Dr.  George  says  that  new  churches 
which  begin  with  fewer  than  50  persons 
gathering  regularly  to  worship  tend  not 
to  do  well.  Those,  though,  which  begin 
with  100  members  tend  to  double  their 
size  within  a  year. 

How  long  does  it  take  for  a  new  church 
to  be  on  its  feet?  He  says  that  depends 
primarily  on  how  the  new  church  i$ 
staffed  and  budgeted  and  what  kinds  of 
goals  are  established.  For  example,  he 
said,  a  new  church  which  plans  to 
become  self-sufficient  in  five  years 
generally  will  do  so  in  three.  But  a 
church  which  looks  to  a  seven-year  self- 
sufficiency  schedule  will  usually  take  10 
years.  In  either  case,  eight  out  of  10  new 
churches  never  get  larger  than  single¬ 
minister  (200  members)  size. 

Southern  Baptists  set  models 

Dr.  George  said  the  Southern  Baptists 
have  set  good  models  for  the  others.  He 
said  the  Baptists’  “Bold  Mission  Thrust" 
goal  to  take  the  gospel  to  every  U.S. 
citizen  by  the  year  2000  has  a  strong 
church  extension  component.  And  he 
said  the  Baptist  General  Convention  of 
Texas  has  nine  full-time  staff  persons 
helping  churches  through  the  “birthing" 
process,  including  a  sizeable  number  of 
churches  among  ethnic  minority  popu¬ 
lations. 
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History  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Being  Written 
By  Noted  Historian 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  N.  Vernon  of 
Nashville,  Tennessee  are  spending  most 
of  September  at  the  Centenary  College 
Library  researching  the  history  of  the 
Methodists  in  Louisiana.  Dr.  Vernon  has 
been  commissioned  to  prepare  a  history 
on  that  topic  by  the  Conference  Archives 
and  History  Commission. 

Dr.  Vernon  is  a  journalist-minister-edi¬ 
tor  well  known  in  Methodist  history  and 
journalism  circles.  He  is  the  author  of 
histories  of  Methodism  in  Texas, 
Arkansas,  and  among  the  Indians  of 
Oklahoma.  He  has  written  biographies  of 
the  Rev.  William  Stevenson,  pioneer 
preacher  in  Arkansas,  Texas,  and  north¬ 
west  Louisiana,  and  of  Bishop  Paul  E. 
Martin,  who  served  as  bishop  in 
Arkansas  and  Louisiana.  He  is  finishing 
the  manuscript  for  Volumne  II  of  The 
History  of  the  Methodist  Publishing 
House. 

He  is  currently  the  author  of  a  series  of 
bulletin  inserts  that  many  local  United 
Methodist  churches  are  using  each 


Denham  Springs  Children 
Celebrate  Methodist  Birthday 


Rev.  Cleveland  Herr.  Rev.  Kathy  Henderson.  Therapist  Norman  Sedlander  and 
Rev.  Jim  Comer  get  ready  to  enjoy  a  luncheon  at  Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Orleans 
as  part  of  their  two  day  get  acquainted  session. 

Qergy  Visits  Pendleton  Memorial  Hospital 


United  Methodist  Clergy  from  around 
the  state  got  a  first-hand  look  at 
Louisiana’s  only  Methodist  Hospital 
during  a  two-day  get  acquainted  session 
the  week  of  August  20th. 

The  Department  of  Pastoral  Care  at 
Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 
in  New  Orleans  invited  the  ministers  to 
learn  more  about  the  workings  of  the 
hospital  and  meet  with  administrators  to 
talk  about  ways  to  strengthen  ties 
between  church  officials,  church 
members,  and  the  hospital.  The  clergy- 
people  toured  the  hospital,  took  part  in  a 


health  screening,  met  with  represen¬ 
tatives  from  each  of  the  departments, 
including  the  president  of  the  Methodist 
Health  System  Foundation,  Lee 
Lawrence,  and  listened  to  plans  for  the 
expansion  of  the  Methodist  system, 
including  plans  for  the  construction  of 
the  Methodist  Psychiatric  Pavilion  and  a 
Methodist  Same-Day  Surgery  unit. 

Methodist  Hospital  chaplains  Judy 
Nelson  and  Paul  Durgin  both  said  they 
were  extremely  pleased  with  their 
meeting  and  hope  it  can  become  an 
annual  event. 


Peace  With  Justice  Offering  To  Be 
Received  on  World  Order  Sunday 


Sunday,  entitled  “Methodist  Minutes.” 
About  325,000  of  these  are  used  each 
Sunday  across  the  nation.  He  is  also  the 
author  of  a  bi-monthly  column  called 
“Circuit  Writer”  in  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter  that  reaches  a  half 
million  readers  each  week.  He  has 
special  interest  in  Louisiana  history,  for 
his  paternal  great  grandfather,  William 
Claiborne  Vernon,  joined  the  Confeder¬ 
ate  Army  from  Claiborne  Parish,  and  his 
maternal  great-grandfather,  James  B. 
Dodd,  was  a  professor  when  Centenary 
College  opened  in  1841  at  Brandon, 
Mississippi  and  came  with  the  college  to 
Jackson,  Louisiana  when  it  moved  there. 

Dr.  Vernon  would  welcome  sug¬ 
gestions  and  pictures,  concerning  the 
treatment  of  the  book,  and  any  data  that 
would  contribute  to  it.  His  address  is  4013 
Dorcas  Drive,  Nashville,  Tennessee 
37215.  Plans  call  for  this  history  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  to  be  ready  for 
distribution  in  early  1987. 


When  the  1984  General  Conference 
met  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  it  felt  a 
special  urgency  about  issues  of 
peace  and  justice.  In  order  to 
support  ministry  on  both  the  annual 
conference  and  national  levels,  it 
established  a  special,  church-wide 
offering  to  be  taken  on  World  Order 
Sunday.  One-half  of  the  offering  will 
be  retained  at  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  to  fund  conference  peace 
with  justice  ministries.  The 
remaining  one-half,  after  promo¬ 
tional  costs  are  taken  out,  will  go  to 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  to  support  its  work  for  Peace 
with  Justice. 

The  General  Conference  felt  so 
strongly  about  Peace  with  Justice 
that  it  authorized  the  first  offering 
to  be  taken  even  before  the  new 
quadrennium  begins.  The  first 
peace  with  justice  offering  will  be 
taken  on  World  Order  Sunday  which 
falls  on  October  21,  1984.  This  is 
when  the  United  Methodist  Church 
celebrates  the  United  Nations  and 
its  important  work  for  world  peace. 

Each  annual  conference  will 
decide  individually  about  how  its 

Appointments 

Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  has  made 
the  following  appointment: 

Clinton  A.  Jordan,  from  the  Kentwood- 
Mt.  Hermon  Charge,  has  been  granted 
disability  leave,  effective  October  1. 


-Death 


Rev.  Arby  W.  Coody,  Sr.,  70,  died 
September  28,  at  Bastrop.  After 
retirement  in  1980,  he  has  served  Marion- 
Boyd’s  Chapel.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Qaribell  and  five  children. 


Calendar 


Children  attending  the  Vacation  Church  School  at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Denham  Springs,  this  year  concluded  their  week  with  a  birthday  party  for  the 
Methodist  Church.  In  the  above  left  photo,  Kaye  Strickland,  Kristy  Allen  and  Jason 
Arnold,  left  to  right,  light  the  birthday  cake  commemorating  the  Bicentennial  of 
Methodism.  In  the  right  photo,  John  Wesley  (Donald  Powell)  is  welcomed  into  the 
pulpit  by  Dr.  Lonnie  Sibley  to  speak  to  the  children. 


OCTOBER 

12  CCOM  Program  Planning  Mtg.,  FUMC  Baton  Rouge,  10:00  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 
12-13  Lake  Charles  District  Rainbow  Blitz,  FUMC  Lake  Charles 

13  Youth  Fall  Convocation,  FUMC  Natchitoches,  9:00  a. m. -4:00  p.m. 

14  Alexandria  Dist.  UMW  Meeting,  David  Haas  UMC,  Bunkie 

14  Shreveport  Dist.  UMW  Meeting,  Summer  Grove  UMC,  Shreveport 
14  Laity  Sunday 

14  NO-H  Dist.  UMW  Meeting,  Golden  Meadow  UMC,  Golden  Meadow 

18  Centenary  College  Board  of  Trustees,  Noon 

Centenary  Church  Council,  Shreveport,  9:00  a.m.-l  :00  p.m. 

20  UMW  District  Elected  Leaders  Training,  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC,  Alexandria, 
9:30  a.m. 

21  World  Order  Sunday 

21-22  Wally  White  Lectures,  FUMC  Alexandria 

22  Wally  White  Luncheon  for  Ministers,  FUMC  Alexandria,  at  Noon 

26  Theological  Reflection  Day,  2nd  Year  Candidates  Only 

26-28  Student  Interchurch  Conference,  BHECM,  Camp  Alabama,  Ruston 
26-28  Singles  Conference,  Asbury  Church,  Lafayette 
26-28  Hunger  Education  Event,  Alexandria 

27  Board  of  Laity  Meeting,  FUMC  Pineville  (Committees  10:20  a.m. ;  Full 
Board  1:00  p.m.) 

28  Investiture  Service  for  Bishop  Underwood,  Centroplex  Theatre,  Baton  Rouge, 
6:30  p.m. 

29-30  Lake  Charles  District  Workshop  on  Preaching  District  Camp  (10:00  a.m.  on 
29th-3 :00  p.m.  on  30th) 


NOVEMBER 

World  Community  Day  —  CWU 

Workshop  for  Teachers  of  Young  Children  in  the  Small  Church,  Caddo 
Heights  Church,  Shreveport  9:00  a  m. 

Political  Skills  Workshop,  Baton  Rouge,  9:00  a.m. 

“Discover  Centenary,”  Monroe,  Ruston,  Shreveport  Districts 
Spiritual  Life  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers  (Alexandria) 


2 
3 

3 
3 

8- 9 

9- 11  Jr.  High  Retreat,  Caney  Conference  Centre,  Minden  (7:00  p.m.  on  9th  Noon 

on  11th) 

10  Workshop  for  Teachers  of  Young  Children  in  the  Small  Church,  FUMC 
Arcadia  —  9:00  a.m. 

11  Stewardship  Day 

13  Certification  Workshop  for  Supervising  Pastors,  FUMC  Alexandria,  9:00 
a.m. -4:00  p.m. 

17  Workshop  for  Teachers  of  Young  Children  in  the  Small  Church,  Claibome- 
Church,  West  Monroe-9 :00  a.m. 

16-17  NO-H  Parenting  Workshop,  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  New  Orleans 
At  St.  Mathews  UMC  in  Metairie,  Alta  Benson  —  Speaker. 

18  National  Bible  Sunday 
18-25  National  Bible  Week 
25  UM  Student  Day 

27,  29  NO-H  District  New  Local  Church  Officer  Training  —  27  —  7:00-8:30  p.m.  in 
New  Orleans  at  Carrolton  UMC;  29  —  7:00-8:30  p.m.  at  Houma  First  UMC. 
29  Bishop’s  Dinner  for  Scouting,  FUMC  Baton  Rouge,  6:30  p.m. 


United  Methodist  Campers  Donate  To  World  Hunger 


ts- 


ran  f  Q r ' u V 


A  group  of  55  campers,  shown  left, 
spent  a  week  of  their  summer  at  the 
Caney  Conference  Centre  in  Minden 
Louisiana.  Co-Deans  for  the  camp  were: 
Steven  Bearden,  Terral  Lowe  and  Jay 
Waalk.  The  Elementary  II  group  donated 
a  special  sacrificial  offering  of  $25.  to 
World  Hunger. 


OCTOBER  12,  1984 


CJhe  Committee  on  'Episcopacy 
Inrites  Louisiana  Methodists  to  a  Reception 
Honoring 

Eishop  and  Mrs.  Walter  C.  UnderWood 

In  3  he  ‘Ballroom  of  the  Capitol  House  Hotel 

201  Cajayette  St.,  Baton  Rouge,  Ca. 

$  I 

Immediately  following  the  Service  oj  Investiture 

in  the  Centroplex  3  heat  re 

\  Sunday,  October  28,  1984  6:30  p.m.  \ 
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one-half  of  the  offering  will  be  spent. 
Each  annual  conference  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  will  determine 
what  ministries  will  be  supported. 
In  some  conferences,  the  funds  will 
help  to  sponsor  training  sessions  for 
local  church  leaders,  “peace  fairs” 
and  other  activities.  In  other 
conferences,  funds  will  help  to 
publish  posters  and  resources  for 
use  in  the  local  church.  Each 
conference  will  establish  its  own 
priorities  and  program. 

At  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  the  offering  will  fund 
the  Peace  with  Justice  Program,  the 
aim  of  which  is  to  foster  Peace  with 
Justice  ministries  at  the  local 
church  level.  The  Peace  with 
Justice  Program  produces  edu¬ 
cational  materials,  including  Bible 
study  and  church  school  resources, 
and  publishes  a  Peace  with  Justice 
newsletter.  In  addition,  the  Peace 
with  Justice  Program  has 
established  a  network  of  Peace  with 
Justice  coordinators  in  most  of  the 
seventy-four  conferences.  Each 
month  the  coordinators  receive  a 
packet  of  resources  to  aid  their  local 
ministries  for  Peace  with  Justice. 


Motives  for  Moral  Living 


By  ALBERT  TR1CKETT 

Philippiarxs  2:1-13 

Tertullian,  one  or  the  early  church 
fathers,  observed  that  most  persons 
converted  from  paganism  to  Christianity 
were  won  to  Christ  not  by  books  or 
sermons  but  simply  by  observing  how 
Christians  lived  and  died.  Foremost  in 
the  Christian’s  ethic,  they  saw,  was  a 
caring  concern  and  love. 

Paul  wrote  much  about  love.  His 
famous  chapter  of  I  Corinthians  speaks 
of  love  as  being  the  only  thing  which  will 
last  eternally.  And,  love  is  found  only  in 
people.  So,  here  in  Philippians  2,  we  find 
Paul  writing  about  the  motives  for  moral 
living. 

There  is  so  much  in  these  thirteen 
verses  that  we  cannot  possibly  go  into 
much  detail  on  the  entire  selection. 
Therefore,  we’ll  touch  on  two  basic 
thoughts  found  in  verses  6-7  and  12-13. 
First,  that  Christ  Jesus  “emptied 
himself,  taking  the  form  of  a  servant, 
being  born  in  the  likeness  of  men.” 
(RSV) 

The  Greek  word  for  this  is  “kenosis”  — 
self-emptying  in  order  that  one  may  be 
filled  with  something  else.  We,  too,  must 
empty  ourselves  but  of  self-centeredness 
in  order  to  become  indwelled  with  God’s 
Spirit.  A  simply  law  of  God’s  nature  is 
that  two  things  cannot  occupy  the  same 
space.  This  can  be  taken  to  be  matter, 
emotions,  ideas,  thoughts  ...  A  huge 
ship  or  the  smallest  pebble  displaces  an 
equivalent  amount  of  water  when  placed 
in  the  sea.  An  arrow  parts  and  separates 
the  wood  fibers  of  the  tree  into  which  it  is 
shot.  Fear  displaces  peace  of  mind  —  and 
vice  versa.  An  uplifting  idea  cannot  co¬ 
exist  with  a  hateful  thought. 

We  are  told  that  we  must  empty 
ourselves  of  everything  extraneous  in 
order  to  focus  entirely  upon  God  and  his 
love.  Then  we  must  take  on  the  role  of 
servant  to  “work  out  your  own  salvation 
with  fear  and  trembling”  (vs.  12).  This 
sounds  like  a  big  order  and  it  is. 

However,  Paul  gives  us  the  way  that 
we  can  work  out  our  salvation.  It  is  by 


continuing  the  processes  already  begun 
in  us  by  God.  “Work  out  your  own 
salvation  ...  for  God  is  at  work  in  you” 
(vs.  13).  “God  is  at  work  in  you”  whether 
you  know  it  or  not,  whether  you  like  it  or 
not.  God  loves  you  for  you  are  a  special 
person  and  He  is  constantly  at  work  in 
you  to  bring  you  to  the  fulfillment 
destined  for  you. 

Truly  you  who  read  this  are  special 
children  of  God.  You  have  a  Christian 
witness  to  offer  —  a  unique  witness  which 
only  you  can  offer  —  a  witness  which  will 
never  be  made  unless  you  make  it.  So, 
make  your  Christian  witness  as  you  work 
out  your  own  salvation  ...  for  God  is  at 
work  within  you. 

Someone  will  ask,  “How  do  I  know  that 
God  is  at  work  in  me?  How  can  I  be 
sure?” 

Simply  put,  the  good  in  you  is  of  God. 
The  good  feelings,  the  well  wishes,  the 
wanting  the  best  for  the  other  person,  the 
love  we  have  and  share.  These  are  of  God 
and  not  of  our  own  manufacture. 

Secondly,  God  is  at  work  within  you  to 
give  you  the  inner  victory  over  life’s 
obstacles  and  tragedies.  Some  people 
just  curl  up  and  wither  away  when 
something  bad  happens  to  them  or  to 
their  loved  ones.  I  certainly  do  not  mean 
to  minimize  tragedy  or  severe  obstacles 
but  I  do  affirm  that  God’s  power  within 
you  can  make  you  final  victors  over  life 
and  over  death. 

And,  finally  (please  let  your  mind 
ponder  this  scripture  and  discover  the 
many  other  ways  we  can  know  that  God 
is  at  work  within  us),  God  gives  us  a 
confidence  to  reach  beyond  ourselves  — 
to  be  and  to  become,  to  aspire  to  a  better 
life. 

Know  his  presence  not  only  as  that 
twinge  of  conscience  but  also  as  the 
special  stirrings  of  faith,  the  confidence 
which  is  based  beyond  yourself,  as  that 
power  to  forgive  and  to  love,  as  that 
desire  and  determination  to  be  a  better 
you.  You  are  very  special  for  God  has 
chosen  to  be  at  work  within  you. 


Campus  Ministries  of  Louisiana 

Northwestern  State 
Wesley  Foundation 


By  BARBARA  SMITH  DUKE 

The  Wesley  Foundations  around  the  state  are  as  diverse  as  North  Louisiana  is 
from  South  Louisiana.  The  Wesley  Student  Center  at  Northwestern  State 
University  in  Natchitoches  is  itself,  one  of  a  kind.  Here  at  the  Center,  time  for 
study  and  worship,  playing  and  eating,  singing  and  relaxing  can  be  found.  The 
Wesley  Foundation  continues  to  provide  students  with  a  place  to  call  their  own 
and  to  share  with  friends,  old  and  new. 

Last  spring,  the  students  worked  hard  for  a  trip  to  Colorado  and  an  adventure 
in  skiing.  This  year,  a  trip  to  the  warmer  climate  of  Walt  Disney  World  is  being 
planned.  To  help  fund  the  way,  we  have  had  a  rummage  sale  and  are  planning 
a  Gumbo  Supper.  Projects  just  for  trips  are  not  the  only  things  in  which  NSU 
Students  are  involved.  Collecting  food  for  the  Ministerial  Alliance  Food  Bank  of 
the  city,  visiting  the  retirement  homes  in  the  area,  and  worshiping  in  local 
churches  are  among  the  many  other  undertakings  for  which  they  find  time. 

The  Wesley  Foundation  students  are  visible  in  many  ways  on  campus  also. 
Last  year  as  participants  in  Women’s  Intramurals,  the  students  were  known  for 
their  great  skills  and  outstanding  sports“man”ship.  Being  a  student  at  NSU  in 
Natchitoches  means  many  things  including  “Celebrating  a  Century”  during 
Homecoming,  the  State  Fair  showdown  with  arch  rival  Louisiana  Tech,  and  the 
nationally  known  First  Weekend  in  December,  Christmas  Festival  of  Lights. 
Our  hope  is  that  everyone  will  stop  by  when  in  Natchitoches  to  at  least  say  hello. 
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Editorials 

New  concern  about  an  old  problem 


We  are  encouraged  that  many  U.S. 
church  leaders  are  apparently  re-awaken- 
ing  to  the  need  to  combat  pornography 
and  the  seamy  industry  that  produces  it 

That’s  the  meaning  we  attach  to  the 
attendance  list  at  the  recent  National 
Consultation  on  Obscenity.  Pornography 
and  Indecency  (see  UMR,  Sept  21  >.  The 
meeting  in  Cincinnati  attracted  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  nearly  100  denominations, 
including  Roman  Catholic  Cardinal  Jo¬ 
seph  Bernardin  of  Chicago  and  an  official 
of  United  Methodism's  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

For  too  long  mainline  Protestant 
churches  have  tended  to  look  upon  por¬ 
nography  as  a  relatively  innocuous  social 
evil.  This  attitude  has  been  stimulated  by 
court  rulings  that  suggest  pornography  is 
largely  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder  —  that 
is,  what  offends  one  person  may  not  of¬ 
fend  another.  From  that  mindset,  one’s 
attitude  toward  pornography  is  more  a 
reflection  of  personal  taste  than  a  matter 
of  moral  choice.  Lax  enforcement  of  anti¬ 
pornography  laws  likewise  has  reduced 
the  perception  that  involvement  with 
pornographic  materials  can  produce  ser¬ 
ious  negative  consequences. 

We  agree  with  those  who  gathered  in 
Cincinnati:  nothing  could  be  farther 
from  the  truth. 

Pornographic  materials  pose  a  blatant 
affront  to  the  biblical  view  of  sexuality  as 
a  gift  from  God  to  be  used  lovingly,  not 
exploited  promiscuously  or  for  profit. 

Graphic  descriptions  or  displays  of 


sexual  intercourse  and  various  forms  of 
deviant  sexual  behavior  promote  un¬ 
healthy  sexual  attitudes  and  anti-social 
behavior.  As  a  psychologist  from  Utah, 
Dr.  Victor  Cline,  told  participants  in  the 
consultation:  “You  can’t  go  down  into  a 
sewer  and  come  out  smelling  OK. " 

What’s  more,  the  production  of  porno¬ 
graphic  materials  frequently  involves 
activities  that  even  most  non-Christians 
would  agree  are  reprehensible:  the  sex¬ 
ual  abuse  of  children  by  adults;  the  phy¬ 
sical,  and  at  times  violent,  exploitation  of 
women;  and  the  promotion  of  sexually 
promiscuous  attitudes  and  behavior.  It  is 
deplorable  that  those  who  produce  and 
distribute  pornography  are  enriching 
themselves  at  the  physical,  psychologi¬ 
cal  and  moral  expense  of  others. 

The  recent  consultation  served  more 
as  a  “consciousness  raising  event”  than 
one  that  offered  "final  solutions”  or  sure¬ 
fire  methods  for  combating  pornography 
and  its  effects.  Because  of  the  pornog¬ 
raphy  consultation,  though,  we  as  Chris¬ 
tians  should  at  the  very  least  recognize 
the  serious  scope  and  implications  of  this 
problem.  And  we  should  declare  our 
intention  not  to  stand  idly  by  while  count¬ 
less  lives  are  shattered  and  scarred. 
Beyond  that  we  should  promote  the  en¬ 
forcement  —  or  enactment  —  of  appro¬ 
priate  laws  prohibiting  the  sexual  exploi¬ 
tation  of  children  and  others  unable  to 
protect  themselves  and  reassess  society’s 
right  to  limit  the  sale  of  pornographic 
materials. 


U)KP,  I  KNOW  I 
BAT  TOO  MUCH- 
B4PECIALLY  F0005 
THAT  AREN'T  6000 

For  me. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

#  Here  I  Stand 

Upcoming  Judicial  Council  decision 
will  have  momentous  consequences 


BIST  l  TKU$T  YOU, 
GOV,  ANP  TlA  A4KJH6 
YOU  TO  HUP 
LOSE  AO  POUHVS 
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PI  (7  Y OIS  AY 
AfKCWS  ANP  A 
WAClPUHBP  0IET, 
L ORP? 


By  GERALD  TRIGG 
A  ruling  has  been  requested  of  the 
Judicial  Council  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  on  the  validity  of  the  1984  General 
Conference  action  establishing  new  stan¬ 
dards  for  ordination  and  membership 
within  an  annual  conference. 

On  the  surface  lit-l 
tie  attention  has  been| 
given  to  this 
quested  ruling.  In 
fact  the  Judicial 
Council’s  ruling  may 
prove  to  be  the  most 
crucial  decision 
made  by  that  body 
since  the  United 
Methodist  Church 
came  into  existence.  Gerald  Trigg 
The  decision  involves  the  apparent 
conflict  between  two  powers  governing 
the  polity  of  the  United  Methodist 
.Church.  On  the  one  hand,  the  Discipline 
clearly  gives  the  General  Conference  the 
sole  power  to  enact  churchwide  legislation 
and  to  speak  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Discipline 
grants  to  annual  conferences  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  who  shall  be  ordained  and 
whether  or  not  those  received  into  con¬ 
ference  membership  shall  remain  in 
good  standing. 


But  what  happens  when  the  General 
Conference  sets  standards  for  ordination 
and  conference  membership  (in  this  in¬ 
stance,  forbidding  the  ordination  and 
membership  of  avowed  practicing  homo¬ 
sexuals)  when  those  standards  run 
counter  to  the  wishes  of  an  annual  confer¬ 
ence?  Can  that  annual  conference,  by 
claiming  ultimate  authority  to  name  its 
own  membership,  take  an  action  that  vio¬ 
lates  the  clear  wishes  and  legislation  of 
the  General  Conference? 

Students  of  American  history  will  im¬ 
mediately  recognize  that  this  scene  has 
played  before.  The  year  was  1860,  and  the 
issue  then  was  whether  the  Constitution 
gave  states  the  right  to  establish  their 
own  laws  extending  slavery,  when  those 
laws  ran  counter  to  those  established  by 
the  national  government.  One  hundred 
years  later  the  issue  was  segregation, 
and  the  same  conflict  arose  over  the 
question  of  ultimate  authority,  as  state 
governments  sought  to  “interpose”  their 
laws  as  superior  to  national  laws. 

Lincoln  explains  issue 

In  i860  candidate  Abraham  Lincoln 
saw  clearly  that  the  integrity  of  the 
Union  was  at  stake.  He  argued  against 
the  right  of  individual  states  to  establish 
their  own  laws  when  those  laws  ran  count- 


What  is  appropriate  strategy? 


Will  refusing  to  buy  a  gallon  of  milk  < 
a  loaf  of  bread  at  a  7-Eleven  store  help  to 
stamp  out  pornography? 

That  is  the  apparent  assumption  of 
proponents  of  a  nationwide  boycott  of 
7-Eleven.  They  say  a  boycott  is  needed 
because  the  convenience  store  chain  sells 
pornographic  magazines.  The  boycott 
was  approved  as  one  of  seven  “working 
strategies"  for  opposing  pornographic 
materials  by  the  recent  National  Consul¬ 
tation  on  Obsenity,  Pornography  and  In¬ 
decency  ( see  preceding  editorial ) . 

We  regard  a  well -conceived,  clearly 
targeted,  ethically  conducted  boycott  as 
a  potentially  effective  way  of  producing 
socially  beneficial  results  when  other 
strategies  have  failed. 

But  we  question  whether  the  7-Eleven 
boycott  is  either  appropriate  or  credible. 

Among  the  problems  is  a  lack  of  agree¬ 
ment  that  7-Eleven  is  guilty  of  selling 
"pornography"  in  a  legal  sense.  Conse¬ 
quently,  we  consider  the  proposed  boy¬ 
cott  a  diversion  from  the  urgent  task  of 
combating  “hardcore”  materials  that 
quite  clearly  meet  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court's  definition  of  obscenity. 

Given  the  widespread  availability  of 
such  “hardcore"  materials  through 
other  outlets,  it’s  hard  to  see  how  even  a 
“successful"  boycott  of  7-Eleven  could 
be  considered  a  significant  victory  in  the 
fight  to  rid  our  society  of  pornography's 
harmful  effects.  Much  as  we  disapprove 
the  moral  values  reflected  in  such  “soft 
core,"  sex-oriented  magazines  as  “Play¬ 
boy”  and  “Penthouse”  that  are  typically 
found  in  stores  like  7-Eleven,  targeting 
them  is  unlikely  to  touch  the  abusive  use 
of  children  as  sex  objects  and  other 
forms  of  human  exploitation  involved  in 
the  production  of  “hardcore”  porno¬ 
graphic  materials. 

In  contrast  to  the  ill-conceived  boycott 
strategy,  other  strategies  proposed  by 
the  anti-pornography  consultation  are 
likely  to  be  much  more  effective  in 
raising  the  public’s  awareness  of  and 
commitment  to  combating  pornography. 

We  agree,  for  example,  that  churches 
have  a  vital  role  to  play  in  urging  civic 
and  business  leaders  and  the  public  to 
recognize  that  the  production,  sale  and 
consumption  of  pornographic  materials 
serve  not  just  to  corrupt  the  morals  of  in¬ 
dividuals.  Those  activities  also  pose  a 
serious  public  menace. 

One  proposal  for  increasing  public 


awareness  of  this  problem  is  through  an 
annual  “Pornography  Awareness 
Week.”  That  could  be  Oct.  27-Nov.  4  as 
the  anti-pornography  consultation  pro¬ 
posed.  Or  the  observance  could  be  set  at 
any  time  during  the  year  to  fit  local  cir¬ 
cumstances.  More  important  than  the 
timing  is  broad-based  participation  and 
support  by  religious,  civic,  business  and 
law  enforcement  leaders. 

Within  the  church,  where  it  is  permis¬ 
sible  to  speak  in  moral  and  religious 
terms  as  well  as  in  terms  of  law  and  “the 
good  of  society,"  the  “awareness  cam¬ 
paign”  against  pornography  should 
begin  with  forthright  teaching  from  the 
pulpit  and  be  re-inforced  in  the  home. 
When  was  the  last  time  you  heard  the 
dangers  of  pornography  mentioned  in  a 
sermon?  Our  teaching  should  include  an 
affirmation  of  the  nature  and  purpose  of 
our  sexuality  as  a  gift  from  God.  And  it 
should  include  an  understandable  expla¬ 
nation  of  why  we  should  never  use  this 
gift  for  commercial  gain  or  lend  our  sup¬ 
port  to  those  who  so  misuse  it. 


My  Witness 

Child’s  death  unveils  God’s  presence 


By  P.  J.  FLOWERS 

God’s  most  precious  gift  to  me  is  my 
children.  And  the  most  awful  thing  that 
has  happened  to  me  is  that  one  of  them 
has  died. 

My  daughter  Erin  died  eight  days  after 
Easter  1983.  just  weeks  short  of  her  20th 
birthday.  But  I  have  come  to  realize,  as 
my  wrenched  heart  cries,  that  my  dark¬ 
ness  is  beginning  to  lighten  and  that  my 
soul  touches  her.  God  is  present.  I  am 
ready  to  begin  to  heal.  God  is  reaching 
out,  offering  me  signs  of  promised  truth. 

I  want  to  share  what  I’m  beginning  to 
believe  because  there  is  healing  here, 
and  perhaps  others  likewise  will  find  in  it 
a  source  of  healing. 

Several  weeks  ago  in  a  church  class, 
we  were  told  to  draw  our  “lifeline’  ’  and  to 
indicate  significant  passages  with  cross¬ 
marks.  When  I  drew  the  line  to  show 
Erin’s  death,  my  paper  looked  like  a 
cross. 

In  the  days  and  weeks  following,  I  felt 
God  was  saying  to  me:  “Think  of  your 


lifeline  again,  and  a  line  parallel  under  it. 

Welcome  to  readers  of  new  edition  in  Witchita,  Kansas 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new  the  church's  members, 
readers  about  800  member-families  of  To  our  new  readers  in  Wichita,  we  say. 


the  College  Hill  UMC  in  Wichita,  Kansas 
(Kansas  West  Annual  Conference) . 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to  the 
more  than  350  local  churches  that  publish 
special  editions  of  this  newspaper  across 
the  United  States.  These  editions  com¬ 
bine  local  church  news  with  annual  con¬ 
ference  and  general  religious  news  and 
opinion  into  one  paper  mailed  directly  to 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


“Welcome .  ”  We  hope  you  will  find  your  new 
church  paper  interesting  and  informative 
and  that  you  will  join  with  other  readers  in 
providing  feedback  through  such  columns 
as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev.  P. 
J.  Flowers,  is  a  probationary  member  of 
the  New  Mexico  Conference  who  cur¬ 
rently  lives  in  Mountain  View.  Cali¬ 
fornia. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  the  United  Methodist  -Reporter 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 

beginning  in  the  middle  of  yours  and 
stopping  at  the  end  of  yours,  shorter  than 
your  line.  See  your  two  lines  side-by-side 
before  you  drew  any  marks.  See  what 
happens  when  you  realize  that  Erin's 
lifeline  was  the  mark  that  turned  your 
lifeline  into  a  cross." 

Suddenly  I  realized  that  God  had  taken 
her  lifeline  in  her  death  and,  in  the  twink¬ 
ling  of  an  eye,  sent  her  to  heaven !  In  this 
act  my  life  was  rent  from  top  to  bottom 
like  the  curtain  tom  in  half  when  Jesus 
died.  Erin’s  death  registered  in  my  brain 
and  heart  as  a  slash!  My  tearing  was  her 
resurrection.  I  made  the  mark  down¬ 
ward  across  my  lifeline  to  show  he^ 
death,  when,  in  fact,  that  slash  is  also  her 
own  lifeline  turned  upward,  bisecting 
life. 

I’ve  thought  of  giving  up  since  Erin 
died.  I’ve  had  a  few  suicide  thoughts.  I’ve 
relived  in  my  mind  all  of  our  past.  I’ve 
said,  “God,  how  can  you  be  God”  and 


denied  that  God  exists.  I’ve  even  thought 
maybe  she  never  existed,  maybe  l  just 
dreamed  that  one  time  I  had  a  daughter 
named  Erin.  All  of  these  responses  are 
natural  in  the  death  of  a  child,  but  I  must 
not  stop  or  end  here.  No,  I  must  heal  and 
extend  my  own  lifeline.  Erin  completed 
hers;  I  must  complete  mine.  God’s  heal¬ 
ing  power  now  depends  on  the  extension 
of  my  lifeline  in  becoming  a  servant  of 
love  in  the  world. 

The  task  isn’t  easy;  the  pain  won’t 
quickly  subside.  To  extend  my  life,  I 
must  take  time  to  grieve,  a  long  time 
with  much  help.  Shock,  guilt,  anger, 
sobs,  denial,  remembering,  not  believ¬ 
ing,  sighing,  wishing,  yearning,  praying, 
allowing  my  body,  mind  and  soul  to 
mend.  To  survive  I  must  completely  sub¬ 
mit  myself  to  God.  Erin’s  death  has 
thrown  me  to  my  knees  at  the  cross. 

But  now  her  life  and  death  unveil  the 
Lord  and  disclose  God’s  presence  in  my 
life.  My  child,  who  came  from  my  womb, 
who  played  at  my  side,  who  sang  to  me, 
talked  with  me  and  quarreled  and  wor¬ 
ried  me  now  is  face-to-face  with  Jesus.  Of 
course  I  will  submit  myself  to  Him!  She 
will  lead  me.  Who  better  can  give  light 
for  my  journey  than  my  child  who  now 
holds  His  hand.  I  won’t  see  her  as  I  wish  I 
could,  but  I  know  she  is  there. 

I  pray  for  the  strength  to  be  able  to 
reach  out,  to  love  others,  to  care  in  a  re¬ 
newed  way  with  strength  gained  from 
carrying  the  heaviest  cross  in  the  world, 
the  cross  God  gave  me  when  Erin  died. 


Articles  on  singles  ministry  appreciated 
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To  the  Editor: 

I  appreciated  Sheron  C.  Patterson's 
articles  on  ministry  to  single  adults  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  14  and  21).  I  am  glad  that  this 
issue  is  getting  the  attention  that  it  well 
deserves. 

I  was  a  little  surprised  at  her  statistics 
of  19.4  million  single  adults  in  1982.  The 
1983  census  report  indicates  close  to  60 
million  single  adults.  There  are  over  28 
million  never-married  men  and  women 
between  the  ages  of  20  and  74  and  over  11 
million  divorced  people  between  the  ages 
of  20  and  74.  The  rest  are  made  up  of 
those  who  have  lost  their  mate  by  death 
and  those  other  singles  who  are  over  74. 
These  groups  make  up  over  40  percent  of 
the  entire  adult  population  of  the  United 
States.  In  many  cities  of  our  country,  50 
percent  of  the  adult  population  is  single 
adults. 

In  the  church  that  I  serve,  more  than  50 
percent  of  the  new  members  over  the 
past  two  years  have  been  single  adults.  I 
believe  that  indicates  that  single  adults 
will  respond  positively  to  churches  that 

try  to  meet  their  needs,  ~ 

Doug  Morphis 

Wichita.  Kansas 

Editorial  complimenting 
Billy  Graham  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  commend  your  editorial  com¬ 
plimenting  Billy  Graham  on  the  success 
of  his  evangelistic  tours  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  21).  You  are  right.  Billy  Graham 
does  present  the  Gospel  in  its  sheer  sim¬ 
plicity,  but  perhaps  he  sees  the  need  to 
present  the  message  so  that  the  unedu¬ 
cated  as  well  as  the  educated  get  the 
heart  of  the  Gospel. 

I  believe,  as  my  father  did,  the  Gospel 
should  be  presented  in  such  a  way  that 
‘‘no  fool  need  err  therein.” 

As  the  editorial  pointed  out,  Mr. 
Graham  has  certainly  achieved  results, 
and  results  are  what  count. 

When  we  truly  accept  God,  truly  open 
the  door  of  our  hearts  to  Jesus  —  and  the 
love  of  our  Savior  completely  fills  our 
soul  —  then,  it  seems  to  me,  social  issues 
will  automatically  become  a  part  of  our 
Christian  mission.  FerneJantZ 

Dallas,  Texas 

4I  would  be  proud  to  have 
Jim  Armstrong  here’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Three  cheers  for  Dr.  Donald  Messer’s 
call  for  "a  spirit  of  redemption”  toward 
former  Bishop  James  Armstrong  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  14).  Let  us  return  his  cre¬ 
dentials  and  invite  him  to  be  a  member  of 


one  of  our  annual  conferences.  I  would  be 
proud  to  have  him  as  a  member  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  conference. 

James  C.  Keesey 
Denver,  Colorado 

Former  bishop  did  right 
by  surrendering  papers 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  Dr.  Donald  Messer’s 
Sept.  14  column  concerning  Bishop 
James  Armstrong:  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  greatest  act  of  integrity  on  Bishop 
Armstrong’s  part  came  in  surrendering 
his  ministerial  credentials.  When  a 
person  decides  to  break  the  covenant' 
made  with  fellow  ministers  and  with 
God,  action  such  as  Bishop  Armstrong's 
is  the  only  honest  route  to  take.  Christian 
love  should  be  extended  to  James  Arm¬ 
strong  in  concern  and  support  outside  the 
realm  of  ordination. 

The  personal  pain  that  he  has  brought 
to  countless  persons  across  Christendom 
can  be  forgiven,  and  he  can  serve  his  Lord 
by  accepting  the  result  of  his  decision  to 
live  in  a  lifestyle  different  from  the 
Christian  ethical  stance. 

Thomas  B.  Stockton 
High  Point,  North  Carolina 

Church  still  needs  to  hear 
voice  of  one-time  leader 

To  the  Editor: 

Donald  Messer  speaks  well  in  the  Sept. 

14  issue. 

James  Armstrong  has  been  a  mighty, 
voice  in  the  United  Methodist  Church.  If  I 
liked  what  he  said,  I  agreed  with  him.  If  I 
disagreed  with  what  he  said,  I  made  that 
known  as  well.  I  never  asked  about  his 
private  life;  and  the  voice  still  needs  to 
be  heard. 

Robert  M.  Vowler 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 

Circuit  rider’s  wife  gives 

answer  to  Asbury’s  saying 

To  the  Editor: 

Mary  Louise  Davis’  Sept.  21  letter 
regarding  the  wives  of  early  circuit 
riders  prompts  the  following  recol¬ 
lection.  My  great-great-grandmother, 
Hester  Clarke  Beswich,  married  Geo.  M. 
Beswich  of  the  Indiana  Conference  in 
1834.  For  20  years  they  shared  the 
itineracy  until  his  death  in  1854. 

My  aunts,  ages  94  and  92.  and  my  own 
mother  who  died  at  age  86  all  tell  the 
same  story  that  Grandma  Beswich  re¬ 
lated  to  them. 

"When  there  were  no  more  than  four 
babies  in  the  family  (eventually  there 


were  seven  born),  the  children  were  put 
in  my  saddle  bags,  and  on  pleasant  days 
we  would  ride  the  circuits  of  Southern 
Indiana  with  their  father.” 

She  was  an  early  answer  to  Asbury's 
complaint  that  either  marriage  or  the 
devil  was  getting  his  best  preachers. 

M.  Thomas  Swantner 

Pontiac,  Illinois 

Christians  are  obligated 
to  use  4the  Word’  clearly 

To  the  Editor  : 

If  some  United  Methodists  are  suffi¬ 
ciently  upset  these  days  with  the  abuses 
of  our  language  to  countenance  a  new 
lectionary  and  to  require  non-sexist  lan¬ 
guage  in  a  new  hymnal,  how  is  it  possible 
that  often  these  same  people  contribute 
to  that  abuse?  If  sexism  in  language  is 
recognized  as  bad,  why  is  slovenly,  inac¬ 
curate  speech  in  other  areas  tolerated? 

To  think  clearly  is  to  speak  clearly;  the 
Gospel  of  John  should  have  made  the  im¬ 
portance  of  “the  Word"  clear  to  Chris¬ 
tians.  Yet  we  are  battered  daily  by 
sloppy  language,  meaningless  words,  in¬ 
vented  diction. 

At  best,  this  imprecision  reveals  fuzzy 
thinking.  At  worst,  it  indicates  a  desire  to 
be  not  inclusive  but  exclusive.  We  too 
often  hide  in  “sacred  jargon,”  doing  our 
version  of  praying  in  public  like  the 
Pharisee. 

For  example,  we  church  people  use 
what  George  Orwell  described  as  “noun¬ 
speak.”  We  now  “resource”  our  Council 
on  Ministries,  according  to  a  current 
United  Methodist  film  strip.  In  the 
church,  we  never  talk  to  each  other.  We 
are  all  busy  "dialoguing”  with  each 
other.  Now,  these  may  seem  trivial 
examples  of  self-giving  jargon,  but  they 
debase  and  confuse  language  and  mud¬ 
dle  thought. 

Jargon  eases  the  way  for  greater  con¬ 
fusion;  corrupted  language  corrupts 
thoughts  and  blurs  moral  distinctions. 
We  all  observed  the  way  atrocities  and 
destruction  were  hidden  behind  the  eu¬ 
phemisms  that  surrounded  the  non-war 
in  Vietnam. 

Now  we  accept  the  terms  “gay”  and 
“alternative  lifestyle”  for  homosexual 
behavior.  Deviant  behavior  absolutely 
proscribed  in  both  Old  and  New  Testa¬ 
ment  scripture  is  now  described  as  — 
and  thus  seen  as  —  merely  a  personal 
taste  that  makes  its  owner  merry.  By 
changing  the  language,  we  change  per¬ 
ceptions;  cleverly  misused  words  can 
make  anything  seem  respectable  or  ac¬ 
ceptable;  they  can  and  do  create  theo¬ 


logical  chaos. 

The  creative  tension  between  the 
Lord’s  church  and  our  secular  society 
cannot  be  totally  removed  if  we  really 
have  “a  charge  to  keep.”  Freedom  can¬ 
not  degenerate  into  license  and  the 
overly  inclusive  attitude  that  renames 
and  then  accepts  everything. 

Christians  are  not  supposed  to  be  “at 
ease  in  Zion.”  We  are  not,  in  the  words  of 
the  old  spiritual,  supposed  to  “get  ad¬ 
justed  to  the  World.”  We  are  supposed  to 
embrace  and  communicate  eternal,  spir¬ 
itual  truths.  That  job  requires  faith, 
hope,  charity  —  and  “the  Word”  to  be 
used  as  purely  and  as  clearly  as  possible. 

Patricia  B.  Muckle 

Boulder,  Colorado 

Stance  on  homosexuality 

teaches  prejudice,  hatred 

To  the  Editor: 

While  we  were  vacationing  in  nearby 
Bangor,  Maine,  in  July,  three  teen-age 
boys  allegedly,  beat,  kicked  and  then 
threw  a  homosexual  person  off  the  State 
Street  bridge  into  the  Kenduskeag 
stream,  where  he  drowned.  These  boys 
knew  that  he  could  not  swim  —  he  begged 
for  his  life  —  but  blind  hatred  and 
prejudice  prevailed. 

“Gentle  Charlie”  he  was  called,  and  he 
was  loved  by  all  who  knew  him.  One 
Bangor  priest  wrote:  “The  time  is  long 
overdue  for  all  who  lay  claim  to  a  loving 
God  and  His  Son  to  search  our  con¬ 
sciences  and  see  where  we  as  a  com¬ 
munity  often  fail  to  instill  love  in  our 
families,  especially  our  children.  Is  in¬ 
jury  and  murder  what  Jesus’  message 
is  all  about?” 

Why  are  we  writing  this  letter  to  the 
Reporter?  Because  we  are  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  and  we  are  shocked  and  ashamed 
of  the  stand  taken  at  General  Conference 
in  1984  regarding  homosexuals.  The  UMC 
is  supporting  by  its  action  the  kind  of 
prejudice  that  has  scarred  the  minds  of 
these  teen-age  boys  whose  lives  are  now 
blighted  with  the  crime  of  murder,  and 
an  innocent  man  has  become  a  victim  of 
cruel  hatred  and  prejudice. 

Prejudice  has  to  be  taught.  As  United 
Methodists  we  cannot  deny  this  respon¬ 
sibility  we  have  taken  upon  ourselves. 
We  say  that  homosexuals  are  God’s  chil¬ 
dren  and  then  tell  them  they  are  no 
longer  welcome  in  our  so-called  plural¬ 
istic  system.  If  Christ  were  kneeling  to 
write  in  the  sand,  we  wonder  what  he 
would  say.  We  wonder! 

Mildred  and  Charles  O’Connor 

Wakefield,  Maine 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s 
contributor,  the  Rev.  Gerald  Trigg,  is 
senior  minister  of  First  UMC  in  Colorado 
Springs,  Colorado  (Rocfey  Mountain  Con¬ 
ference). 

er  to  the  laws  of  the  Union.  His  op¬ 
ponent,  Stephen  Douglas,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  federal¬ 
ism  and  the  right  of  individual  states  to 
establish  their  own  rules  The  ancient 
conflict  of  principles  was  clearly  joined. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  with  remarkable  clarity, 
argued  that  the  preservation  of  the  Union 
was  paramount.  And  so  he  declared  that 
as  much  as  he  hated  both  slavery  and 
war,  if  keeping  slavery  would  preserve 
the  Union,  he  would  keep  slavery,  and  if 
going  to  war  would  preserve  the  Union, 
he  would  go  to  war,  but  at  all  costs  the 
Union  must  be  preserved.  “A  house 
divided  against  itself,”  he  reminded  us, 
“cannot  stand.” 

It  should  be  clearly  understood  that  the 
basic  question  being  decided  by  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  is  nothing  less  than  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  church,  through  its  General 
Conference,  has  spoken  clearly  and  with¬ 
out  equivocation  about  where  it  stands  on 
the  ordination  of  homosexuals.  It  could 
and  will  be  argued  that  the  action  taken 
was  rooted  in  homophobia,  that  it  fails  to 
take  into  account  the  latest  findings  of 
medical  research  and  that  it  is  not  the 
stance  Christ  himself  would  take.  All 
these  arguments  are  important  ones  and 
deserving  of  continuing  examination,  but 
they  are  not  germane  to  the  question 
being  decided. 

Will  Methodism  be  united? 

The  issue  under  question  is  which  body 
has  ultimate  authority  on  the  funda¬ 
mental  decision  regarding  standards  for 
ordination:  an  annual  conference  or  the 
General  Conference?  Granted  that  an¬ 
nual  conferences  must  determine  who 
meets  the  standards,  but  who  sets  the 
standards? 

Let  every  United  Methodist  under¬ 
stand  that  if  the  Judicial  Council  gives 
ultimate  power  on  this  issue  to  the  annual 
conferences,  thereby  embracing  an 
ecclesiastical  “states  rights”  stance 
allowing  each  of  the  conferences  of 
United  Methodism  to  set  its  own 
standards  for  ordination,  then  we  shall 
cease  to  be  united.  We  shall  cease  to  be  a 
connectional  church,  and  we  shall  have 
nullified  the  clear  wishes  and  demands  of 
the  overwhelming  majority  of  those 
people  called  Methodists. 

Shall  we  remain  The  United  Methodist 
Church?  To  be  or  not  to-be,  that  is.  the 
question  being  decided.  Pray  for!' the 
Judicial  Council. 


CONVOCATION 

AND 

PASTORS’ 

SCHOOL 

October  29,  30,  31,  1984 
Duke  Divinity  School 
Durham,  North  Carolina 

Morna  Hooker,  Lady  Margaret 
Professor  of  Divinity,  Cambridge  Uni¬ 
versity,  will  deliver  the  James  A,  Gray 
Lectures  on  New  Wine  in  Old  Wine¬ 
skins:  New  Testament  Christianity  in  its 
Jewish  Setting. 

Fred  B.  Craddock,  Professor 
of  Preaching  and  New  Testament, 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University,  will  deliver  the  Franklin 
S.  Hickman  Lectures  on  Preaching  and 
Recognition. 

Continuing 
Education  Seminars 

James  David  Barber,  C/ioosing 
Presidents  in  the  Real  World. 

Joseph  B.  Bethea,  Moving  Toward 
a  More  Inclusive  Church. 

Richard  L.  Eslinger  and  Elise 
Shoemaker  Eslinger,  In  Service  of 
the  Word:  Music  and  the  Congregation. 
Clyde  E.  Fant,  Practical  Guides  for 
Preaching. 

Stuart  C.  Henry,  The  Message  and 
the  Media:  A  Christian  Theology  in 
Contemporary  Film  and  Fiction. 

Jean  Caffey  Lyles,  Religion  in  the 
News:  How  the  Media  View  the  Church. 
Joseph  C.  Moran,  The  Church  and 
the  Crises  in  Central  America. 

Harmon  L.  Smith,  Ethical 
Implications  of  the  Selective  Nontreat - 
ment  of  Newborns:  Pastoral  and  Profes¬ 
sional  Concerns. 

Dan  O.  Via,  Jr.,  Parables  of  Jesus: 
Literary  Form  'and  Theological  Meaning. 

For  Further  Information  contact 
The  Reverend  W.  Joseph  Mann 
Duke  Divinity  School 
Durham,  North  Carolina  27706 
(919)  684-3041 
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Church  takes  risk  to  aid  anti-Soviet  Afghan  civilians 


UM  agency  considers  expanding  refugee  relief  into  battle  zones 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

PESHAWAR,  Pakistan  —  Five  years 
after  the  Soviet  Union’s  invasion  of 
Afghanistan  began  driving  nearly  three 
million  refugees  here,  an  international 
church  relief  committee  is  sending  some 
refugees  back  across  the  border. 

.  It's  not  because  the  war  is  letting  up. 

Some  refugee  doctors  and  paramedics 
are  taking  in  medical  supplies  —  some¬ 
times  for  hundreds  of  miles  —  to  treat 
civilians  remaining  in  Afghan  regions 
not  controlled  by  the  Soviets. 

The  Inter-Church  Aid  Committee  is 
helping  the  doctors  train  refugees  to  be 
paramedics  and  is  buying  the  medical 
supplies  for  their  packs. 

Although  Soviet  forces  control  Afghan¬ 
istan’s  capital  and  government,  most 
non-urban  parts  of  Afghanistan  are  out¬ 
side  Soviet  control,  refugee  doctors  ex¬ 
plained.  Church-sponsored  medical  aid  is 
dispensed  in  those  areas  where  Afghan 
“freedom  fighters”  wage  what  some  call 
an  Islamic  holy  war  to  drive  out  the 
Soviets. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  and 
other  U.S.  churches  support  the  Inter- 
Church  Aid  Committee’s  work  with  tens 
of  thousands  of  the  refugees  inside  Pakis¬ 
tan.  But  they  haven’t  decided  whether  to 
join  churches  from  other  nations  who  for 
a  year  have  paid  for  the  new  medical 
thrust  into  guerrilla-controlled  sections 
of  Afghanistan. 

'  “Clinics  are  big  Russian  enemy” 

The  U.S.  church  agencies  have  been 
cautious  because  relief  work  in  guerrilla- 
controlled  areas  heightens  the  risk  that 
the  agencies  may  be  accused  of  aiding 
one  side  in  the  war. 

The  Soviet  Union  considers  such  medi¬ 
cal  aid  to  be  support  for  the  anti-Soviet 
“freedom  fighters,”  the  Reporter  was 
told  by  one  refugee  doctor.  He  had  just 
returned  from  a  medical  mercy  mission 
inside  Afghanistan. 

“The  situation  is  getting  worse  for  the 
civilians  in  Afghanistan,”  he  said. 
‘  ‘During  three  days  of  my  treating  pa¬ 
tients  in  a  village,  the  Russians  contin¬ 
ually  attacked  the  clinic  from  the  air. 

“You  don’t  dare  identify  a  clinic  with  a 
red  cross.  The  Russians  bomb  anything 
that  looks  like  a  clinic  or  school  because 
they  believe  those  institutions  help  the 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  Reporter 
recently  sent  Associate  Editor  Roy 
Howard  Beck  to  tour  church  projects 
and  churches  in  several  parts  of 
Asia.  One  assignment  was  to  observe 
how  church  funds  are  used  in  areas 
where  few  individual  donors  have  a 
chance  to  see  what  is  and  isn’t  ac¬ 
complished  with  their  money.  The 
articles  on  this  page  are  a  report  on 
one  project  and  some  of  the  complex 
issues  with  which  church  relief 
agencies  must  wrestle.  Other 
reports  from  the  24-day  trip  will 
follow;  two  on  Korea  ran  in  the  two 
previous  issues  of  the  Reporter. 

population  continue  the  resistance. 
Clinics  are  a  big  enemy  of  the  Russians,” 
the  doctor  said. 

Political  risk  inherent 

Tip-toeing  around  the  booby-trapped 
political  arena  of  refugee  aid  is  nothing 
new  to  Church  World  Service  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  in  the  U.S. 
(The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  participates  in  Inter-Church  Aid  in 
Pakistan  through  Church  World 
Service. ) 

The  political  risk  is  inherent  even  in 
helping  Afghan  refugees  in  Pakistan. 

That  comes  quickly  into  focus  simply 
by  walking  into  one  refugee  camp  in  this 
North-West  Frontier  city  of  Peshawar. 

Within  minutes  after  entering  the 
camp  last  month,  a  group  of  U.S.  Chris¬ 
tians  encountered  several  Afghan  “free¬ 
dom  fighters,”  one  fresh  from  sabotag¬ 
ing  some  Soviet-controlled  power  lines 
back  in  his  homeland. 

This  camp  is  run  primarily  with  U.S. 
and  European  churches’  funds.  The  aid 
benefits  about  140  civilian  Afghan  refugee 
families. 

But  the  camp  sits  only  some  40  miles 
from  the  Khyber  Pass  into  Afghanistan 
— 140  miles  from  Kabul,  the  Afghan  capi¬ 
tal  —  and  it  inadvertently  serves  as  a 
rest  and  recuperation  center  for  “free¬ 
dom  fighters”  who  are  members  of  fami¬ 
lies  living  in  the  camp. 

Further  tangling  refugee  relief  with 
the  issue  of  possible  aid  to  one  side  of  the 
war  is  the  fact  that  most  military  experts 


agree  a  precondition  for  fighting  a  suc¬ 
cessful  guerrilla  war  is  that  the  fighting 
men  must  have  a  safe  haven  for  their 
families.  A  U.S.  embassy  official  told  the 
Reporter  that  refugee  camps  provide 
such  a  haven  even  if  the  church  sponsors 
do  not  intend  to  help  the  war  effort. 

Balanced  aid  preferred 

To  avoid  charges  of  taking  sides, 
church  agencies  prefer  to  give  relief  to 
noncombatant  civilians  on  both  sides, 
said  officials  in  the  New  York  offices  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice. 

(Church  agencies  have  been  criticized 
in  recent  years  for  being  one-sided  in 
cases  such  as  their  humanitarian  aid  a 
few  years  ago  in  areas  controlled  by  left¬ 
ist  guerrillas  in  the  African  nation  of 
Zimbabwe.) 

But  balance  is  difficult  in  the  Afghani¬ 
stan  situation.  The  Soviet  Union  has  al¬ 
lowed  virtually  no  international  relief 
organizations  through  the  “front  door”  of 
Afghanistan  to  help  civilians  in  govern¬ 
ment-controlled  areas,  church  officials 
said. 

The  one  exception  is  a  small  amount  of 
medical  aid  in  the  Afghan  capital  of  Ka¬ 
bul  provided  by  the  UMC’s  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  and  Church  World  Service.  It  is  too 
risky  to  persons  receiving  the  aid  for  the 
details  to  be  published,  officials  said. 

Church  organizations  as  well  as  the 
government  of  Pakistan  must  constantly 
try  to  reassure  the  Soviet  Union  that  they 


PESHAWAR,  Pakis¬ 
tan"1 —  With 'eyes  that 
fiavfe  witnessed  brutal 
warfare  —  sometimes 
between  competing 
guerrilla  factions  back 
in  their  native  Afghan¬ 
istan  —  anti-Soviet 
“freedom  fighters’’ 
stir  homeland  pas¬ 
sions  among  Afghan 
refugees  when  they 
visit  camps  here  for 
rest  and  recuperation. 
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Fighters  ask  condemnation 


6 Invaders  are  torturing  us 5 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
PESHAWAR,  Pakistan  —  Seven  or 
eight  Afghan  “freedom  fighters"  were 
recounting  recent  atrocities  they 
claimed  to  have  witnessed. 

And  they  expressed  impatience  with 
what  they  see  as  a  lack  of  international 
attention  and  support  for  their  struggle 
back  in  Afghanistan  against  invading 
forces  from  the  Soviet  Union. 

A  group  of  U.S.  Christians  listened 
from  the  other  end  of  a  small  mud  com- 


We  re  looking 
for  someone  fo 
minister  to 
the  needs 
of  the  clergy. 


Ministers  Life,  an  80  year  old  company 
ottering  insurance  and  retirement  planning  to 
religious  professionals,  is  seeking  individuals 
for  positions  as  regional  representatives. 

The  qualified  applicant  will  have  an  entre¬ 
preneurial  nature,  a  strong  commitment  to 
serving  the  clergy  as  o  career  professional 
and  a  desire  to  be  financially  successful  No 
insurance  or  sales  expenence  is  necessary, 
a  complete  training  program  will  be  provided. 
The  first  and  foremost  qualification  is  the 
commitment  to  ‘serving  those  who  serve.' 

Ministers  Life  offers  an  extremely  com¬ 
petitive  compensation  plan  with  incentive 
income  plus  excellent  fringe  benefits. 

If  you  meet  the  above  qualifications  and 
wish  to  join  an  organization  committed  to 
serving  the  clergy,  please  send  your  resume 
to:  Philip  R  Box,  CLU,  P.O.  Box  910, 
Minneapolis,  MN  55440  Or  call  toll-free 
1-800-328-6124. 


munal  meeting  house  in  the  middle  of  a 
church-sponsored  refugee  camp  here. 

“Why  do  Americans  in  general  seem 
only  to  want  to  know  if  the  Soviets  are  us¬ 
ing  chemical  warfare?”  asked  Wakil  Ak- 
berzai,  an  Afghan  leader  in  a  Muslim  re¬ 
lief  group,  who  interpreted  the  conversa¬ 
tion  between  the  Muslim  fighters  and 
Christian  guests. 

As  a  large  pot  of  buttermilk  was  set  be¬ 
fore  him,  Mr.  Akberzai  continued:  “What 
difference  does  it  make  to  be  killed  by 
gas  or  a  bullet?  Yes,  we  have  people  in 
hospitals  because  of  gas,  but  why  do  so 
many  Americans  have  to  have  proof  of  it 
before  they  will  condemn  what  the  Rus¬ 
sians  have  done  to  us? 

“The  Russians  have  invaded  our 
sovereign  nation  and  are  torturing  us!” 
Mr.  Akberzai  exclaimed,  grasping  the 
handle  of  a  cup  floating  in  the  buttermilk 
and  offering  it  full  to  the  Christian  guests 
seated  on  ground  cushions  beneath  a 
large  map  of  Afghanistan. 

Shafts  of  light  passing  through  tiny 
openings  in  the  thick  mud  walls  high- 


CLASS1F1ED 

MINISTER  OF  COUNSELING  for  large  center-city 
church.  Must  have  commitments  to  both  pastoral 
ministry  and  professionally  competent  counseling. 
Will  carry  clinical  case  load  and  do  educational 
programs  related  to  both  church  and  community 
Requirements:  ordained  person  with  clinical 
training  and  advanced  degree  in  psychology  or 
counseling.  Certification  by  A.A.M.F.T.  or  A. A. P  C. 
preferable.  Salary  and  benefits  very  competitive. 
Send  resume  to  Dr.  Ralph  Mohney,  First  Broad  St. 
United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  1346,  Kingsport. 
TN  37662.  Job  description  available  on  request 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  JANUARY  T.  wy 

Executive  Director,  U.M.  Foundations  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  area.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience. 
Responsible  for  ongoing  program.  Required:  Commit¬ 
ment  to  Christian  philanthropy.  Communication  and 
marketing  skills  desired  Send  resume,  salary  history 
and  salary  expectation  before  Nov.  1  to:  Washington 
Area  Office  of  Development,  Suite  400,  100  Maryland 
Ave.  NE,  Washington,  D  C  20002. _ 

POSITION  OPEN;  llouscparcnt  couple  and  single 

relief  houseparent  in  home  at  mission  in  rural 
Appalachfa.  Contact  Henderson  Settlement.  Box  205. 
Frakes.  Ky  40940. 

HOSPITAL  SOCIAL  WORKER:  Bachelors  degree 

BOOKKEEPER:  5  years  experience.  Send  resume  to: 
Red  Bird  Hospital;  Beverly,  KY.  40913. _ 


lighted  the  stoic  faces  of  the  young 
fighters.  One  told  of  Soviet  soldiers  re¬ 
cently  pouring  kerosene  on  an  old  man, 
an  old  woman  and  a  cow  and  then  setting 
them  ablaze  to  terrorize  a  village  into 
submission. 

Exaggerated  war  tales? 

Probably  not,  said  Bruce  Rogers,  the 
representative  here  from  Church  World 
Service  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  in  the  U.S. 

He  said  he  had  come  to  Pakistan  two 
years  ago  as  a  “typical  American  liberal 
Christian,”  not  inclined  to  believe  the  So¬ 
viet  forces  were  as  ruthless  as  many 
claimed. 

“I  still  believe  people  from  the  U.S. 
and  the  Soviet  Union  should  have  friend¬ 
ship  exchanges,  etc.,  to  get  to  know  each 
other  better  and  to  enhance  chances  for 
world  peace,”  he  said.  But  he  said  he  has 
heard  and  seen  enough  here  to  be  con¬ 
vinced  that  no  act  is  too  brutal  for  the  So¬ 
viets  to  commit  against  the  Afghans. 

What  message  would  the  Afghans  like 
to  convey  to  American  Christians9 

Thanks  for  humanitarian  support  to 
their  brutalized  people,  Mr.  Akberzai 
said. 

(Perhaps  as  a  sign  of  their  appreciation 
for  the  U.S.  church  aid  which  helps  make 
this  camp  possible,  the  fighters  invited 
into  their  dimly-lit  room  the  entire  Chris¬ 
tian  group  —  the  majority  were  women 
—  that  was  touring  the  camp.  Not  even 
women  who  are  Muslim  and  Afghan  are 
allowed  in  the  meeting  room.  “We  know 
your  (Christian)  culture  is  different  so 
we  allow  your  women,”  one  Afghan  man 
said.) 

And,  Mr.  Akberzai  said,  “I  wish  for 
Americans  that  they  never  be  invaded 
and  turned  into  refugees.  Assure  the 
Americans  that  we  are  here  fighting  to 
the  last  moment  against  communist  ex¬ 
pansion.  In  a  way  we  are  fighting  their 
war  —  for  freedom  for  all.” 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


aren’t  siding  with  the  Afghan  “freedom 
fighters,”  relief  officials  said. 

The  reassurances  apparently  aren't 
believed  totally.  Diplomatic  sources  in 
mid-September  said  Soviet-backed  at¬ 
tacks  on  Pakistan  border  settlements 
have  killed  117  civilians,  mostly  refu¬ 
gees,  this  year.  Church  leaders  fear  tak¬ 
ing  any  action  that  might  draw  more 
bombing  and  shelling  from  the  estimated 
14,000  Soviet  troops  amassed  along  the 
border  in  Afghanistan. 

Two  weeks  after  the  diplomats  spoke, 
the  Pakistan  government  reported  that 
planes  of  the  Soviet-controlled  Afghan 
government  bombed  a  town  near  Pesha¬ 
war,  killing  at  least  32  civilians. 

Contributions  now  sought 

Church  World  Service  staff  and 
advisers  from  the  relief  agency’s  mem¬ 
ber  denominations  recently  decided  the 
health  needs  inside  Afghanistan  are  ur¬ 
gent  enough  to  ask  member  denomina¬ 
tions  to  risk  supporting  Inter-Church 
Aid’s  medical  efforts  in  guerrilla-con¬ 
trolled  regions. 

No  U.S.  denomination  has  responded 
yet. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  will  determine  its  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  Afghan  medical  program 
Oct.  15-16  when  its  directors  meet  in  New 
York,  said  Norma  Kehrburg,  its  chief 
executive. 

Back  in  an  austere  office  above  some 
dingy  shops  in  Peshawar,  seven  Afghan 
physician  refugees  told  the  group  of  U.S. 
Christians  that  most  people  in  Afghani¬ 
stan  are  outside  the  reach  of  medical 
assistance. 

They  were  excited  that  their  Union  of 
Afghan  Mujahid  Doctors,  composed  of 
more  than  40  refugee  physicians,  now 
has  a  way,  with  church  assistance,  to 
help  their  people  in  their  homeland. 

Although  unified  with  the  guerrillas  in 
their  desire  to  drive  out  the  Soviet  forces, 
the  doctors  and  paramedics  do  not 
directly  participate  in  the  military  effort, 
they  said. 

They  said  they  offer  medical  treatment 
in  caves  or  at  sites  near  anti-aircraft 
guns  of  “freedom  fighters”  to  avoid  So¬ 
viet  attacks.  When  the  medical  supplies 
are  gone,  they  return  to  Pakistan. 

And  they  expressed  thanks  to  those 
churches  which  have  given  aid  (most  of 
it  from  Norway)  to  make  the  medical 
treatments  possible. 


MANSEHRA,  Pakistan  —  The  mountains  on  which  many  Afghan  refugee 
camps  like  this  one  are  spread  are  reminiscent  of  those  back  in 
Afghanistan. 

The  mud  houses  the  refugees  quickly  throw  up  are  similar  to  those  back 
home. 

And  the  administration,  education  and  health  care  provided  in  part  by 
United  Methodist  dollars  probably  are  better  than  what  most  refugees 
experienced  back  home,  relief  officials  say. 

But  these  camps  are  not  home.  The  chief  torment  of  2.8  million  refugees 
in  Pakistan  is  the  increasing  fear  that  they  may  never  return  to  the  war- 
ravaged  homeland  they  felt  compelled  to  flee. 

REPORTER  PHOTO  BY  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Christians  share  in  Islamic  land 
that  is  inhospitable  to  Christianity 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
KARACHI,  Pakistan  —  International 
church  aid  to  Afghan  refugees  is  coming 
to  a  part  of  the  world  that  isn’t  very  char¬ 
itable  to  Christianity. 

Local  Christians  make  the  following 
points: 

•  Christians  who  make  up  only  two  to 
five  percent  of  Pakistan’s  population, 
suffer  continual  discrimination  and  occu¬ 
py  the  bottom  rung  of  the  economic  lad¬ 
der  in  an  Islamic  culture. 

•  The  Pakistan  government’s  “Islami- 
zation”  of  laws  portends  worse  times 
ahead  for  Christians  who  become  less 
than  full  citizens  when  fundamentalist  Is¬ 
lamic  rules  are  imposed. 

•  The  mostly  Islamic  refugees  receiv¬ 
ing  church  aid  come  from  another  coun¬ 
try,  Afghanistan,  that  has  lots  of 
examples  in  its  past  of  hostility  toward 
Christian  efforts. 

Church  aid  officials  from  other  nations 
acknowledge  that  it  is  difficult  to  show 
how  Christian  relief  efforts  here  might 
strengthen  Pakistani  churches  or  their 
efforts  to  share  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
in  its  fullness. 

Long-term  advantages  seen 

However,  Christian  churches’  un¬ 
selfish  distribution  of  aid  here,  in  a 
manner  lauded  by  many  non-church  groups, 
could  create  long-term  advantages  for  the 
indigenous  Christian  population  here, 
church  aid  officials  told  the  Reporter. 

Ashebar  Mengistu,  administrator  of 
the  Inter-Church  Aid  committee  head¬ 
quartered  in  the  capital  city  of  Karachi, 
said  he  thinks  it  is  very  important  for  the 
Pakistan  government  to  see  Christians 
“joining  hands  with  Muslim  brothers  to 
show  solidarity  on  meeting  human 
need.”  Perhaps  Pakistan’s  “Islamiza- 
tion”  will  be  more  considerate  of  the 
Christian  minority  because  of  the 

UM  agencies  agree 
to  jointly  promote 
their  work  to  church 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILLE  —  A  coordinated  effort  to 
explain  and  promote  the  work  of  national 
United  Methodist  agencies  is  being 
launched  for  the  first  time  by  the  agency 
executives,  the  denomination's  public 
relations  office  and  United  Methodist 
Communications. 

Roger  Burgess,  chief  executive  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications,  said: 
“For  years  each  agency  tapped  into  its 
own  promotional  budget  and  put  together 
its  own  pamphlets  or  packets  to  promote 
the  work  of  the  church.”  But  the  general 
secretaries  this  year  agreed  that  persons 
at  the  conference,  district  and  local 
church  levels  might  get  a  better  idea  of 
our  connectional  structure  if  the 
agencies  worked  together  on 
informational  materials.” 

The  agencies  have  pledged  $100,000 
toward  the  campaign. 


relief  work,  he  said. 

Bruce  Rogers,  the  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  representative  in  Pakistan  from  the 
U.S.  said  he  believes  the  Christians'  kind¬ 
ness  to  Muslim  refugees  could  also  have 
a  long-term  effect  in  Afghanistan  if  the 
refugees  ever  are  able  to  go  back  home. 

For  most  of  the  tens  of  thousands  of  Af¬ 
ghan  refugees  receiving  church  support, 
this  has  been  their  first  encounter  with 
Christians,  he  said. 

Most  of  all,  relief  officials  said, 
churches  give  aid  here  because  there  is 
human  need  which  Christ  would  have 
them  meet. 

Churches  fill  gaps 

Churches’  efforts  with  the  refugees  are 
a  tiny  part  of  the  relief  activity  in  Paki¬ 
stan. 

Last  year,  the  United  Nations,  indivi¬ 
dual  governments  and  non-church  relief 
organizations  poured  around  three-quar¬ 
ters  of  a  billion  dollars  into  the  refugee 
work. 

Inter-Church  Aid  provided  only  $4  mil¬ 
lion  of  that.  Half  that  aid  came  from  Nor¬ 
wegian  churches;  Church  World  Service 
of  the  U.S.  provided  $500,000. 

Is  it  worth  the  effort  for  U.S.  churches 
to  be  only  a  small  drop  in  the  bucket? 

Absolutely,  said  outside  observers  of 
the  churches’  efforts,  officials  from  the 
U.S.  embassy  in  Pakistan. 

The  churches  fill  in  the  gaps  where  no 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  —  With  a  new  quadren- 
nium  just  ahead,  it  may  be  time  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church's  racial  moni¬ 
toring  comission  to  evaluate  the  quality 
of  inclusiveness  in  the  denomination  as 
well  as  the  quantity,  the  panel  was  told 
Sept.  26-28  here. 

Meeting  to  organize  for  the  1985-88 
quadrennium,  the  51-member  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Religion  and  Race  elected  Bishop 
Melvin  G.  Talbert  of  Seattle  as  president. 
Bishop  L.  Bevel  Jones  of  Charlotte,  N.C., 
was  chosen  vice  president,  and  Lola 
Keeler  of  Antlers,  Okla.,  secretary. 

A  ten-member  search  committee  was 
formed  to  be  chaired  by  Bishop  Talbert 
to  nominate  a  general  secretary  to  re¬ 
place  Bishop  Woodie  White  who  was 
elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  July  after  16 
years  as  head  of  the  agency. 

A  deadline  of  Dec.  15  was  set  for  appli¬ 
cations  with  the  expectation  that  a  nomi¬ 
nee  will  be  presented  at  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  March  5-8  meeting  to  be  held  in  the 
Chicago  area. 

The  Rev.  Gilbert  H.  Caldwell,  one  of 
the  associate  general  secretaries,  was 
designated  acting  general  secretary,  a 
post  he  has  held  since  Bishop  White's 
election  in  mid-July. 

One  evening  of  the  meeting  here  was 
set  aside  for  paying  tribute  to  the  new 
bishop's  leadership  as  the  first  and  only 
general  secretary  the  commission  has 


nation  or  other  organization  seems  able 
to  move,  they  said.  The  churches  are  pro¬ 
viding  the  only  secondary  schools  in  the 
refugee  camps  and  have  created  the  only 
two  schools  which  have  been  able  to  per¬ 
suade  Muslim  parents  to  send  their 
daughters  for  education,  one  embassy 
officials  said.  Generally  the  refugees  fear 
entrusting  their  daughters  to  others. 

“The  churches  have  the  flexibility  and 
insights  to  take  risks  and  create 
models,"  he  said.  “Then  they  can  go  to 
large  organizations  and  say,  ‘Look,  we’re 
doing  this  with  this  little  bit  of  money 
Why  don’t  you  spend  a  lot  of  money  into 
multiplying  this  effort?’  ” 

No  nation  or  other  organization  will 
give  aid  to  refugees  until  they  have  been 
officially  certified,  Inter-Church  Aid  offi¬ 
cials  said.  Certification  often  takes  up  to 
four  months,  they  said,  and  during  that 
time  the  refugees  can't  go  to  the  perman- 
nent  camps  spread  out  over  hundreds  of 
miles. 

The  churches,  however,  have  “recep¬ 
tion  desks"  at  two  points  on  the  Afghan 
border  to  welcome  refugees  and  direct 
them  to  one  of  six  “transient  camps" 
where  the  churches  —  at  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  invitation  —  care  for  new  arrivals 
until  they  are  certified. 

“Nobody  else,  including  the  tribes  and 
the  Muslims,  can  get  aid  to  them  so 
fast,”  Mr.  Mengistu  said. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


had  since  its  creation  by  the  1968  Uniting 
Conference  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Bishop  Talbert  said  that  changes  in  ra¬ 
cial  inclusiveness  in  the  denomination 
came  as  a  direct  result  of  the  continuing 
work  of  this  commission  —  “it  has  de¬ 
manded  equality  and  justice  for  all 
races.” 

During  the  tribute  to  Bishop  White,  the 
Religion  and  Race  president  voiced  the 
opinion  that  the  church  stands  at  “the 
edge  of  the  promised  land  of  inclusive¬ 
ness.” 

Taking  note  of  the  changes  mentioned 
by  Bishop  Talbert,  Dr  Caldwell  said  the 
commission  must  decide  how  to  evaluate 
the  quality  of  desegregation,  affirmative 
action  and  inclusiveness  in  the  church. 


Hymnal  Editor  Sought 

As  provided  by  the  1984  General 
Conference,  a  Hymnal  Revision  Com¬ 
mittee  is  being  formed.  An  editor  of  the 
proposed  new  book  of  hymns  is  being 
sought  by  The  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House.  Persons  who  wish  to 
apply  for  this  editorial  responsibility 
should  request  the  statement  of  qualifi¬ 
cations  from  Ronald  P.  Patterson.  Book 
Editor,  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House.  P.O.  Box  801.  Nashville,  TN 
37202. 


Religion  and  Race  seeks  new  chief 
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Whether  you  wear  a  collar ...  a  habit . . . 
a  prayer  shawl ...  or  no  special  vestment 
at  all,  you  can  count  on  Presbyterian 
Ministers’  Fund  tor  insurance  protection! 

That's  because  Presbyterian  Ministers'  Fund  has  a 
long  tradition  of  insuring  clergy  and  religious  leaders  of 
all  faiths  and  denominations. 

Bui  what  if  you  re  not  a  member  of  Ihe  clergy?  Can 
you  still  qualify  to  become  one  of  our  policyowners? 

The  answer  is  yes! 

That's  because  Presbyterian  Ministers'  Fund  also  in¬ 
sures  the  spouses,  children  and  grandchildren  of  re¬ 
ligious  leaders  the 


- 


employees  of  churches 
and  church-related  in¬ 
stitutions  .  theology  stu¬ 
dents  and  other 
members  of  the  house¬ 
hold  of  faith 

In  fact,  if  you  re  read¬ 
ing  this  message.  thereS 
a  good  chance  you 
qualify  And  now  more 
than  ever  .  you  owe  it  to  yourself  to  find  out 

That's  because  we  re  celebrating  225  years  of  finan¬ 
cial  ministry  in  a  very  special  way  We  re  introducing 
an  exciting  new  concept  in  life  insurance  called 
Harvester  225 

Harvester  225  uses  interest-sensitive  dividends  to 


boost  cash  accumulations  So  now.  based  on  our  cur¬ 
rent  dividend  scale,  cash  accumulations  are  50%  to 
90%  above  previous  levels  And  you  can  get  this  cover¬ 
age  at  the  same  affordable  rates  people  have  always 
expected  from  us 

So  regardless  of  the  collar  you  wear  or  even  it  you 
wear  no  collar  at  all  find  out  how  much  higher  your 
cash  accumulations  can  be  with  Harvester  225 

Mail  the  coupon .  or  call  us  .  today.  You'll  be  glad 
you  did! 

For  fastest  service,  call  toll-free;  1-800-523-4810. 
(In  Pennsylvania,  call;  1-800-462-4950.) 


Before  Herveeler  225 

Based  on  our  current  dividend  scale 
(or  a  man  age  35  Dividends  are  not 
guaranteed  lor  me  future 
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Drew  reach 


New  m  usical  casts  David,  Saul 
as  modern-day  movie  stars 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  “Saul  is  king  and  Saul  is 
wise  .  Saul  is  cool  in  Adonai 's 
eyes.” 

It’s  not  exactly  straight  from  the 
Bible,  but  performing  in  the  recently- 
released  musical,  “Star,”  on  the  life 
of  David,  with  its  casual  description  of 
Saul,  is  one  way  that  Dallas  teen¬ 
agers  are  learning  the  story  of  several 
famous  biblical  characters. 

Twenty-nine  teen-agers  from  Uni¬ 


versity  Park  United  Methodist 


Glenn  Krueger  as  Saul,  a  punk 
rock  star,  speaks  to  his  fans  in 
“Star.”  The  musical  presents  a 
modern-day  version  of  the 
biblical  story  of  David.  The  cast 
from  University  Park  UMC  in 
Dallas  took  the  production  in  a 
five-state  tour. 
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Church  made  up  the  premier  cast  for 
the  new  musical,  written  and  co¬ 
directed  by  the  church’s  minister  of 
music,  Jody  Lindh,  along  with  Epis¬ 
copalian  layman  Joe  Cox,  also  of 
Dallas 

David  is  a  movie  star 

“Star”  is  a  modern-day  version  of 
the  story  of  David  told  in  the  books  of  I 
and  II  Samuel,  But  this  version  casts 
David  as  a  20th  century  movie  star, 
Saul  as  a  rejected  actor  who  loses  the 
starring  role  to  David  and  Sam  (Sam¬ 
uel)  as  the  movie’s  director.  Adonai 
(the  Hebrew  name  for  Lord)  is  the  un¬ 
seen  writer  of  the  movie,  and  a  whole 
host  of  characters  from  the  two  books 
in  the  Bible  make  appearances, 
including  Bathsheba,  a  young  starlet 
with  her  eye  on  an  “awesome”  David. 

Characters  wearing  flashy  New 
York-style  street  clothes  and  singing 
Psalms  set  to  fast-paced  rhythms 
strut  across  the  stage,  Michael  Jack 
son  style,  throughout  the  two-hour 
musical  production. 

“It’s  music  teen-agers  can  relate 
to,”  Mr.  Lindh  said.  "We’re  appealing 
to  them  through  an  idiom  they  can 
understand.” 

Teen-agers  aren’t  the  only  ones 
drawn  to  the  play.  And,  after  bringing 
it  back  to  Dallas  following  a  five-state 
tour  this  summer,  Mr.  Lindh  said  he 
hopes  to  see  “Star”  go  from  church 
sanctuaries  to  the  commercial  stage. 

There’s  a  market  for  “good, 
quality”  Christian  musicals,  he  said, 
but  so  far  the  supply  has  been  limited, 
and  only  two  —  “Godspell”  and 
“Jesus  Christ  Superstar”  —  com 
bined  both  good  drama  and  good 
music  into  commercial  successes. 


He  and  Mr.  Cox  are  “polishing”  the 
script  in  preparation  for  a  profes¬ 
sional  production  of  the  play  in  Dallas 
in  early  1985. 

Mr.  Lindh  hopes  that  once  the  play 
opens  on  the  commercial  stage  “a 
non-Christian  can  enjoy  it  .  .  .  and 
hopefully  something  will  ‘turn  on’  for 
them.” 

Cast  members  studied  Bible 

Working  with  a  biblical  theme  for 
the  production  of  “Star”  was  a  good 
learning  experience  for  the  teen¬ 
agers,  said  the  Rev.  Allen  Walker, 
youth  minister  at  University  Park 
UMC.  Mr.  Walker  led  the  high  school 
Sunday  School  classes  through 
several  weeks  of  study  of  the  life  of 
David  before  the  play  got  off  the 
ground  to  give  the  teen-agers  a  better 
idea  of  the  story  they  would  be  por¬ 
traying. 

“The  story  of  David  is  a  good  one 
for  teaching  God’s  love  and  forgive¬ 
ness,”  Mr.  Walker  said.  “There’s  a 
real  lesson  in  seeing  how  David  finally 
broke  down  and  said,  ‘Hey,  I 
sinned.’  ” 

The  teen-agers  led  devotions  and 
prayers  each  night  the  show  was  on 
the  road,  and  it  “all  brought  about 
some  pretty  neat  conversations,"  he 
said. 

“For  instance,  we  talked  for  a  while 
about  the  Hebrew  name  for  God, 
Adonai,  and  the  discussion  eventually 
led  to  their  talking  about  their  own 
personal  relationships  with  God,”  he 
said. 

“The  Bible  is  alive.  We  say  that  all 
the  time,  but  it’s  neat  to  see  it  come 
alive  as  it  did  during  the  play,”  Mr. 
Walker  said. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

MADISON,  N.  J.  -  When  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  General  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History  met  in  its  headquarters 
building  in  late  September  on  the  Drew 
University  campus  here,  some  directors 
complained  that  the  university  had  not 
documented  its  increased  charges  to  the 
commission. 

But  top  officials  of  both  the  commis¬ 
sion  and  the  university  assured  the  Re¬ 
porter  last  week  that  complete  infor¬ 
mation  has  subsequently  been  shared 
among  them  and  that  neither  has  any 
cause  for  complaint. 

The  Archives  and  History  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  the  Rev.  Charles  Yrigoyen,  told  the 
Reporter  that  data  made  available  to 
him  convinced  him  that  the  university 
never  has  charged  the  commission  what 
it  might  have  rightfully. 

Under  a  contract  between  the  commis¬ 
sion  and  the  university,  based  on  square- 
foot  usage  within  the  building,  Archives 
and  History  is  expected  to  pay  68  percent 
of  building  operating  costs,  the  uni¬ 
versity  32  percent. 

The  university  established  the  square- 
foot  rate,  beginning  at  $2.11  in  1982,  the 
year  the  building  was  dedicated  and 
occupied.  Proposed  increases  to  some 
$3.73  per  square  foot  in  1988  alarmed 
some  Archives  and  History  directors  and 
set  off  debate  in  their  meeting. 

Dr.  Yrigoyen  and  Drew  President  Paul 
Hardin  told  the  Reporter  that  the  uni¬ 
versity  absorbed  an  approximate  $10,000 
“shortfall”  on  its  charges  to  Archives 
and  History  during  1983  and  that  a  $20,000 
“shortfall”  is  estimated  for  1984  They 
agreed  that  some  subsidy  of  commission 
operations  on  the  part  of  the  university  is 
likely  for  several  years  but  that  the 
“gap”  between  actual  and  billed  costs  is 
being  closed. 

Dr.  Yrigoyen  said  the  commission  is 
grateful  for  its  quarters  in  the  heart  of 
the  Drew  campus  and  that  the  two  have 
an  excellent  working  relationship  He 
said  that  data  the  commission  had  been 
lacking  regarding  charges  to  it  by  the 
university  have  been  supplied. 

Dr.  Hardin  also  praised  the  relation 
ship  between  Archives  and  History  and 
the  UM-related  university.  He  said  that  he 
had  attempted  to  provide  more  financial 
information  to  the  commission  last  spring 
in  response  to  an  inquiry  and  a  request  for 
“some  relief”  by  Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen, 
then  president  of  the  church  agency. 

Dr.  Hardin  said  that  because  he  did  not 
receive  a  response  from  Bishop  Allen,  he 
assumed  the  two  were  “comfortable  to¬ 
gether”  regarding  the  charges  for  main¬ 
tenance  and  other  services.  He  blamed 
himself  for  not  seeing  that  the  same 
information  was  provided  earlier  to  Dr. 
Yriogyen  and  to  the  Archives  and 
History  finance  committee  chairman. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

UM group  lends 
priest  support 
for  theology 

NEW  YORK  (UMR)  -  The  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action  sent  a  letter 
of  support  from  here  in  late  September  to 
the  Rev.  Leonardo  Boff,  the  Brazilian 
Roman  Catholic  recently  summoned  to 
the  Vatican  for  questioning  about  his 
advocacy  of  “liberation  theology  " 

The  letter  was  adopted  by  the  unoffical 
caucus’  executive  committee  during  its 
semi-annual  meeting  and  signed  by  the 
group’s  co-presidents,  the  Rev.  John 
Schwiebert  and  the  Rev.  Marti 
Zimmerman. 

Mr.  Schwiebert  did  not  attend  the 
meeting  because  he  was  standing  trial  in 
Washington  state  on  charges  of  non¬ 
violent  civil  disobedience. 

A  state  district  court  jury  there  found 
him  and  30  other  co-defendants  guilty  of 
civil  disobedience  for  temporarily  block¬ 
ing  a  train  carrying  a  nuclear  warhead 
through  Vancouver,  Wash.,  last  summer. 

Mr.  Schweibert,  a  ministerial  member 
of  the  Oregon-Idaho  conference  is  a  local 
pastor.  He  told  the  Reporter  he  tenta¬ 
tively  plans  to  pay  the  $200  costs  assessed 
by  the  court  and  to  serve  four  days  in  jail 
rather  than  pay  a  $100  fine. 


Jennifer  Christen  (left)  and  Sherri  Slaughter,  wearing  New  York-style 
street  clothes,  raise  their  arms  during  a  musical  number  from  “Star.”  The 
production  dramatizes  events  from  1  and  II  Samuel.  The  Dallas-based  cast 
recently  completed  a  tour  of  several  United  Methodist  churches  in  the 
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Leaders  praise  pick  for  National  Council 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Church  leaders  have 
praised  the  Rev.  Arie  Brouwer,  the 
Reformed  churchman  nominated  to  head 
the  National  Council  of  Churches,  as  a 
seasoned  ecumenical  administrator,  an 
articulate  exponent  of  Biblical  theology 
and  a  persuasive  spokesman  for  National 
Council’s  social  agenda. 

Dr.  Brouwer’s  nomination  as  council 
general  secretary  was  announced  here 
Sept.  24  by  officials  of  the  ecumenical 
organization  whose  31  Protestant  and 
Orthodox  member  denominations  have 
40  million  members. 

Dr.  Brouwer,  49,  has  headed  the  social- 


action  arm  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  since 
September  1983  He  served  as  general 
secretary  of  his  denomination,  the 
346,000-member  Reformed  Church  in 
America,  from  1977  to  1983.  Before  that 
he  was  a  pastor  in  Byron  Center.  Mich., 
and  Passaic,  N.J 

If,  as  expected,  Dr.  Brouwer  is  elected 
by  the  council’s  266-member  Governing 
Board  during  a  Nov.  7-10  meeting  in  New 
Brunswick,  N.J.,  he  will  become  the  fifth 
general  secretary  in  the  council’s  his¬ 
tory.  Claire  Randall,  62,  the  Presby¬ 
terian  laywoman  who  has  been  general 
secretary  since  1974,  announced  last  year 
that  she  would  step  down  at  year's  end. 

Dr.  Brouwer  was  selected  by  a  28- 


member  committee  chaired  by  the  Rev 
Donald  Shriver,  president  of  Union  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  after  a  seven-month 
search. 

Committee  considers  75 

The  search  committee  considered  75 
names,  Dr.  Shriver  said,  of  which  10 
candidates  were  interviewed.  National 
Council  sources  said  Dr.  Brouwer  was 
chosen  at  a  Sept  24  meeting  over  one 
other  finalist,  the  Rev.  William  Watley, 
37,  of  Princeton,  N.J  ,  a  minister  of  the 
2.2-million-member  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Watley  also  is  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union,  a  coalition  of  nine  denominations 


working  toward  organic  church  union. 
Search  committee  members  declined  to 
disclose  vote  totals  or  details  of  the  de 
cision  process. 

Dr.  Shriver  praised  Dr.  Brouwer  for 
his  “wide  range  of  talents  and  commit¬ 
ments”  and  “deep  theological  rootage  ’’ 
The  nominee  “embodies  a  proper 
evangelical  piety  alongside  a  great  con¬ 
cern  for  social  justice,”  Dr.  Shriver  said, 
and  has  an  “amazing  record  for  being 
useful  in  world  ecumenical  settings.” 

Dr.  Brouwer  has  been  active  in  ecu¬ 
menical  leadership  for  years  and  was 
mentioned  prominently  as  a  likely 
nominee  for  the  National  Council  job, 
even  before  he  accepted  the  post  ot  dep¬ 
uty  general  secretary  at  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil  last  year.  He  narrowly  missed  nomin¬ 
ation  to  the  top  executive  job  at  the  World 
Council  in  July,  losing  out  to  a 
Uruguayan  Methodist,  the  Rev.  Emilio 
Castro. 

Church  leaders  reached  by  telephone 
Sept.  25  were  positive  in  their 
assessments  of  Dr.  Brouwer 

“He  is  a  man  with  great  credentials 
and  long-term  experience,”  said  Epis¬ 
copal  Bishop  David  Reed  of  Louisville,  a 
member  of  the  search  committee.  “He 
knows  the  council  well.  His  overseas 
experience  is  impressive.”  The 
committee  was  “united  in  the  selection  .” 
the  bishop  added. 

Candidate  has  integrity 

The  Rev.  James  E.  Andrews  of 
Atlanta,  stated  clerk  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.),  said  of  Dr.  Brouwer,  “I 
knew  him  to  be  especially  concerned  for 
theological  integrity,  racial  justice  and 
the  improvement  of  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union 
He  provides  a  positive  form  of  leadership 
at  a  time  when  the  NCC  needs  it." 

Noting  that  Dr.  Brouwer  comes  from  a 
relatively  conservative  Reformed  body 
with  a  strong  “confessional  base,”  Dr 
Andrews  said,  “That  says  good  things  for 
the  council’s  future  relationships  with 
Lutherans,”  who  share  some  of  the  same 
theological  concerns. 

The  Rev  Kenneth  Teegarden  of 
Indianapolis,  president  and  general 


minister  of  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ),  said  that  Dr. 
Brouwer  brings  “strong  leadership” 
needed  by  the  council  at  a  time  of  im¬ 
pending  restructure.  "His  experience  as 
a  Reformed  Church  leader  and  his  recent 
role  at  the  World  Council  equip  him  to 
lead  the  NCC,  particularly  at  this  time” 
Mr.  Teegarden  said. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Huston,  ecumenical 
officer  for  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
said  that  Dr.  Bouwer  “has  demonstrated 
in  his  short  term  at  the  World  Council  an 
ability  to  inspire  staff  persons  to 
cooperate  with  each  other  He  is  very 
widely  respected  among  the  spread  of 
people  in  the  WCC's  Central  Committee.” 

Another  United  Methodist  leader, 
Bishop  Leroy  Hodapp  of  Indianapolis, 
called  the  nominee  “a  traditional  NCC 
person.  He’s  liberal,  if  you’re  going  to 
use  categories.  He  will  be  open  to 
different  viewpoints  and  to  the  critics  of 
the  council  but  will  not  compromise  the 
basic  stance  of  the  council.  He  will  likely 
push  those  critics  to  articulate  the 
theological  basis  for  their  stance.  ’’ 

Dr.  Brouwer  was  born  in  Inwood,  Iowa, 
on  July  14,  1935  He  holds  degrees  from 
Hope  College  and  Western  Theological 
Seminary,  both  in  Holland,  Mich. 


Limited  censorship  attempts  mark 
history  of  denominational  publishing 


By  WALTER  N.  VERNON 
Editors  of  papers  and  journals  of  the 
denominations  now  making  up  The 
United  Methodist  Church  have  always 
had  wide  freedom  in  their  editorial 
policies,  They  are  chosen  for  their  wis¬ 
dom,  common-sense,  theological  under¬ 
standings,  and  writing  skills.  As  long  as 
they  remain  in  the  broad  stream  of 
United  Methodist  viewpoints  they  are 
unchallenged. 

Only  occasionally  have  there  been 
serious  problems  between  editors  and 
those  to  whom  they  are  responsible.  One 
such  conflict  developed  in  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church  when  its  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  1838,  in  the  hope  of  main¬ 
taining  peace,  banned  any  discussion  of 
slavery.  Thomas  H.  Stockton,  newly- 
elected  editor,  resigned  when  he  faced 
this  restriction. 

In  1887  Evangelical  Association  editor 
H.  B  Hartzler  was  dismissed  from 
editing  the  “Evangelical  Messenger”  on 
charges  of  “unchristian  conduct”  in  a 
dispute  with  Bishop  J.  J.  Esher  over  mis¬ 
sion  policy  and  other  matters 
One  of  the  most  publicized  dismissals 
of  an  editor  was  that  of  Albert  Nast  from 
“Der  Christliche  Apologete,”  published 


Circuit 

Writer 


in  Cincinnati.  His  father,  William, 
launched  the  paper  in  1839  for  the  German 
Methodist  Episcopal  members  in  Ameri¬ 
ca.  The  son  became  editor  in  1892. 

When  World  War  I  opened  Nast 
arranged  for  a  column  of  war  news  to  be 
supplied  by  a  writer  who  was  pro- 
German  but  who  was  ordered  not  to  let 
his  bias  appear  in  his  column.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  the  column  did  carry  comments  at 
times  that  revealed  his  bias,  and  the 
writer  was  dismissed.  But  by  then  the 
government  had  ordered  the  paper 
banned  from  the  mails. 

Dr.  John  R.  Race,  publishing  agent  at 
Cincinnati,  at  once  conferred  with  Nast, 
his  local  Methodist  committee  and  four  of 
the  bishops;  he  then  reprimanded  Nast 
for  his  “disloyalty”  -  although  Nast  was 
strongly  loyal  to  the  United  States  and 
had  condemned  the  German  military 
autocracy  for  their  “sinister  and  ruthless 


power.”  Nevertheless,  Nast  resigned 
under  the  pressure,  calling  it  a  “humili¬ 
ating  act,”  but  expressed  his  “pride  in 
my  American  citizenship"  and  said 
“nothing  shall  ever  rob  me  of  my  citizen¬ 
ship  in  heaven.” 

In  a  somewhat  similar  situation  —  but 
with  less  editorial  repercussions  —  Roy 
L.  Smith,  editor  of  “The  Christian 
Advocate”  in  the  newly-united  Methodist 
Church,  in  1941  warned  his  readers  soon 
after  Pearl  Harbor,  that  we  “must  be  ex¬ 
tremely  cautious  concerning  the  tens  of 
thousands  of  people  of  Japanese  blood 
.  .  .  within  our  borders  .  .  No  matter 
how  loyal  they  may  be,  they  will  be 
subject  to  black  suspicions.”  The  pub¬ 
lishers  did  not  challenge  his  viewpoint, 
but,  unfortunately,  the  American  people 
did  not  follow  his  counsel.  He  supported 
America’s  involvement  in  the  war,  as 
one  of  defense,  declaring  that  in  a  world 
where  evil  is  strong  in  persons  and  in 
society,  there  will  always  be  war. 

“Methodism  would  have  been  a 
different  and  poorer  church,”  without  its 
church  papers,  declared  well-khown 
editor  (later  Bishop)  T.  Otto  Nall.  “It  is 
doubtful,  in  fact,  that  Methodism  would 
have  survived.  " 
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—Albert  Inaugurates  New  Lectionary  Year 


Dr.  John  Holbert,  above,  is  shown  reading  one  of  the  lections  for  Advent  as  he  video¬ 
tapes  the  studies,  to  be  aired  November  20,  at  the  AVN  (Alternate  View  Network) 
studio  in  Shreveport. 


‘The  Year  Of  Grace’ 

Starts  Second  Season 

Dr.  John  Holbert,  professor  of 
homiletics  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Dallas,  Texas,  will  serve  as  the  United 
Methodist  Presenter  for  the  1984-1985  TV 
Lectionary  Series.  Dr.  Holbert  will  speak 
to  the  lections  for  Advent  1984,  based  on 
“The  Gospel  Year  B"  in  the  COCU  and 
Roman  Catholic  lectionaries. 

The  program,  “The  Year  of  Grace,’’ 
will  be  delivered  through  a  new  satellite 
format  for  the  coming  year.  Rather  than 
asking  the  priests  and  ministers  (and  an 
occasional  rabbi)  to  gather  with  their 
brown  bags  on  Tuesdays  at  noon  in  a 
“downlink”  church,  the  programs  will  be 
put  up  on  satellite  once  each  month.  Four 
programs  will  be  telecast  from  9:00  a  m. 
to  11:00  a.m.  on  the  second  Tuesday 
before  the  first  Sunday  of  the  particular 
season. 

An  illustration  of  this  is  the  uplinking  of 
all  four  of  Dr.  Holbert’s  Advent 
programs.  This  will  occur  on  Tuesday, 
November  20,  from  9:00  a.m.  to  11:00 
a.m.  Downlink  pastors,  or  designated 
persons,  will  take  all  four  programs  off 
on  VCRs  at  that  time.  Then,  each 
community  can  set  the  best  time  for  the 
priests,  ministers  and  other  interested 
persons  to  gather  for  the  study  of  the 
lection  for  each  week.  Last  year  it  was 
not  convenient  for  many  to  meet  at  the 
designated  Tuesday  hour. 

The  programs  will  be  beamed  up  on 


Telstar  301,  unless  otherwise  designated, 
due  to  commercial  problems.  The 
schedule  for  the  year  with  the 
Presenters,  is  as  follows : 

United  Methodist  Presenter  —  Dr. 
John  Holbert  —  Advent;  Presbyterian 
Presenter  —  Dr.  John  B.  Rogers  — 
Christmastide/Epiphany ;  Catholic 
Presenter  —  The  Rev.  William  G. 


Thompson,  S.J.  —  Epiphany;  Episcopal 
Presenter  —  The  Rev.  Robert  J. 
Hargrove,  Jr.  —  Lent;  Christian  Church 
(Disciples)  Presenter  —  Dr.  Fred  B. 
Craddock  —  Lent/Eastertide;  National 
Baptist  Presenter  —  Dr.  Edward  L. 
Wheeler  —  Eastertide;  Lutheran 
Presenter  —  Dr.  Robert  Gnuse  —  Easter¬ 
tide/Pentecost. 


In  addition,  communities  that  have  no 
downlink  churches  can  now  receive  the 
videotapes  of  each  season’s  series  by 
contacting  Dr.  Jimmie  Stovall  at  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
Office.  The  only  stipulation  is  that  each 
community  group  must  have  at  least  five 
persons. 

Another  change  this  year  is  the  funding 
pattern  for  the  series.  Last  year.  Dr.  D. 
L.  Dykes  provided  both  studio  and 
satellite  time  for  the  program,  at  no 
expense  to  LIC  or  the  judicatories.  Each 
Presenter’s  expenses  were  covered  by 
his  or  her  own  judicatory,  however. 

This  year,  through  contributions  from 
the  participating  groups  and  LIC,  an 
operating  budget  of  approximately 
$18,000  is  available.  This  will  fully  cover 
studio,  uplink  and  satellite  fees,  as  well 
as  expenses  and  a  modest  honorarium 
for  the  Presenters. 

Bishop  Jude  Speyrer,  of  the  Catholic 
Diocese  of  Lake  Charles,  is  again  the 
Chair  of  the  LIC  TV  Committee.  Dr. 
Jimmie  Stovall,  LIC  Executive  Director 
is  serving  as  the  Coordinator  for  the 
Presenters  and  Rev.  Elwood  Fleming  is 
again  producing  the  series.  The  AVN 
staff  at  Shreveport  will  serve  as  camera 
and  post  production  crews  for  the 
Louisiana-based  programs.  Two  of  the 
seasonal  lections  will  be  produced  in 
Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Cooperating  judicatories  for  the  1984- 
1985  Lectionary  Series  are:  Roman 
Catholic,  Disciples  of  Christ,  Lutheran, 
United  Presbyterian.  Episcopalian, 
National  Baptist  and  United  Methodist. 


United  Methodist  Women  1884-1984 

The  first  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Woman’s  Missionary  Society  of  the  La.  Conference- 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South  was  held  in  June  1884  in  the  Mansfield  Church. 

One  hundred  years  later  the  Mansfield  unit  of  United  Methodist  Women  presented  a 
skit  at  the  recent  Annual  Meeting  in  Ruston. 


UM  Women  Plan  One-Day  Political  Skills 


“MAKING  A  DIFFERENCE: 
WOMEN  IN  ELECTORIAL  POLITICS," 
a  one-day  skills  workshop  to  prepare 
more  women  to  enter  public  policy 
arenas,  will  be  offered  to  all  women  on 
Saturday,  November  3,  1984  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

The  program,  to  be  held  in  the  Belle- 
mont  Motor  Hotel,  7370  Airline  Highway, 
Baton  Rouge,  is  part  of  a  nationwide 
emphasis  of  the  Women's  Division, 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  according  to 
Sara  S.  Fugler,  Greensburg,  chair  of  the 
workshop. 

Professional  trainers  for  the  workshop 
are  being  provided  by  the  National 
Women’s  Education  Fund,  the  non¬ 
partisan  National  Training  and  Infor¬ 
mation  Service  for  Women  and  Public 
Leadership,  headquartered  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C. 

The  day  begins  with  9  a.m.  registration 


and  a  9:30  a.m.  session  of  worship  and 
analysis  of  the  Biblical  and  Theological 
foundations  for  social  action.  Skills 
training  will  include  a  panel  of  local 
women  in  public  life.  The  registration  fee 
for  the  workshop  is  $20,  w-hich  includes 
lunch.  If  it  is  necessary  to  stay  overnight, 
reservations  should  be  made  at  the  Belle- 
mont  Motor  Hotel ;  be  sure  to  mention  the 
Political  Skills  Workshop.  A  registration 
form  is  printed  for  use  in  registering  for 
the  workshop. 

“The  United  Methodist  Women’s  new 
program  emphasis  is  a  totally  edu¬ 
cational  one  and  is  totally  non-partisan,” 
Ms.  Fugler  said.  “It  seeks  to  motivate 
and  train  United  Methodist  and  other 
women  to  increase  their  public  leader¬ 
ship  involvement  and  to  become  involved 
in  political  life  in  their  community,  their 
state  and  their  nation  as  one  way  of  living 
out  their  faith  in  the  world  " 
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TELEPHONE : 
504-346-1646 
504-357-3623 
Lou  Alexander 


for 


POLITICAL  SKILLS  WORKSHOP 
Saturday.  November  3,  1989 
Bellemont  Hotel.  Baton  Rouge.  Louisiana 
REGISTRATION  FEE:  $20.00  (Lunch  Included) 
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□  Inieresiod  in  funning  lot  office  □  Interested  in  working  in  or  managing  women's  campaigns 

□  Check  enclosed.  (Hake  check  payable  to:  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN' 

RETURN  TO:  POLITICAL  SKILLS.  5637  Matthews  St..  Botcn  Rouge.  La.  70612 


Ecumenical  Dignitaries,  UM  Bishops  To 
Participate  In  Investiture  Service 


Thirteen  judicatory  heads  will  be 
present  for  the  Investiture  Service  of 
Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood,  according 
to  Dr.  Jimmie  Stovall,  Executive 
Director  of  LIC  and  a  member  of  the 
Investiture  Committee. 

Those  indicating  they  will  be  present 
are:  Rev.  Frank  Kirchner,  Lutheran; 
Dr  James  Monroe,  Presbyterian;  Dr 
Francis  Williams,  A.M.E.  ;  Bishop  Jude 
Speyrer,  Catholic  Diocese  of  Lake 
Charles;  Bishop  Stanley  J.  Ott,  Catholic 
Diocese  of  Baton  Rouge;  Rev.  Joe  T. 
Sheeler,  Presbyterian;  Rev.  A.  Prince 
Fortner.National  Baptist;  Dr.  David  E. 
Mason,  Director,  Greater  New  Orleans 


Federation  of  Churches;  Rev.  John 
Vickers,  Disciples  of  Christ  and  Presi¬ 
dent  of  LIC;  Rev.  H.  Doug  Ainsworth. 
Church  of  God  (Anderson);  Bishop  Willis 
Henton,  Episcopal  Diocese  of  W.  La.; 
Bishop  James  B.  Brown,  Episcopal  Dio¬ 
cese  of  La.;  and  Major  Bennie  Lewis, 
Salvation  Army. 

According  to  Dr.  Harvery  Williamson, 
chair  of  the  Investiture  Committee,  the 
following  United  Methodist  Bishops  will 
be  participating  in  the  service:  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield.  Bishop  W.  T. 
Handy.  Jr.,  Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway  and 
Bishop  Robert  E.  Goodrich,  Jr. 


Correction 


In  the  October  5  story  on  the  state  Memorial  Hospital  at  Kolar,  India." 
UMW  meeting,  several  typos  changed 

the  intended  meaning  of  the  article.  The  An  omitted  paragraph  should  have 
change  in  the  second  paragraph  should  read:  “Units  throughout  the  state  had 
read:  “(Dr.  Vela  Cleveland)  In  her  sent  $10,500  extra  in  memory  or  honor  of 
honor,  the  delegates  gave  an  offering  of  loved  ones  to  light  the  mission  candles 
$1,650.00  to  the  Ellen  Thoburn  Cowen  burned  during  the  meeting.” 


Coordinating  the  Political  Skills  Workshop  are  from  left  to  right,  Sara  S.  Fugler, 
chairperson  from  Greensburg;  Carolyn  LeMar,  the  Jurisdictional  advisor  from  Enid! 
Oklahoma  and  Lou  Alexander,  co-chairperson  from  Baton  Rouge. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Walter  L.  Underwood,  Bishop  Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 

Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Linda  Crum, 

Council  Director  Editorial  Assistant 

527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


An  Invitation  To  The  Investiture 
of  Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood 

The  Centroplex,  Baton  Rouge 


October  28, 1984 


6:30  p.m. 


All  participants  are  to  gather  at  their  designated  places  at  the 
Centroplex,  not  at  United  Methodist  Area  Offices,  as  previously 
announced. 


Mother  Teresa  To  Speak  at  World’s  Fair 


Mother  Teresa  of  Calcutta,  winner 
of  the  1979  Nobel  Peace  prize  for  her 
work  with  the  poor  and  the  dying  in 
the  slums  of  Calcutta,  will  speak  at 
the  Amphitheater  at  the  World’s 
Fair  on  October  22  at  an  Ecumenical 
Worship  service  at  2  p.m.  The  Nobel 
Prize  Committee  in  awarding  her 
the  Peace  Prize  stated:  “The 
loneliest,  the  most  wretched,  and 
the  dying  have  at  her  hands 
received  compassion  without 
condescension.” 

Earlier  this  year  the  Gallup  Poll 
conducted  a  survey  to  determine  the 


women  in  the  world  most  admired 
by  the  American  people.  She  was 
listed  No.  2  just  behind  Prime 
Minister  Margaret  Thatcher  of 
Great  Britain. 

This  Ecumenical  Worship  Service 
was  planned  by  members  of  the 
Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of 
Churches  which  is  the  sponsoring 
body  for  the  service.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  was  represented 
on  the  committee  by  Rev.  Robert  R. 
Miller,  pastor  of  the  Kenner  United 
Methodist  Church. 


International  Lesson  Series 

The  Holy  Spirit’s  Temple 


By  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
I  Corinthians  3: 16-17,  6:12-20 
Ephesians  5:15-20 

There  were  many  people  in  Corinth 
who  looked  upon  the  physical  body  as 
strictly  material  substance  and,  there¬ 
fore,  relatively  unimportant.  It’s  under¬ 
standable  that  Corinthians  would  feel 
this  way  for  the  world,  though  Roman 
politically,  was  culturally  Greek.  And 
Greek  philosophers  considered  the  mind 
and  the  spirit  to  be  far  more  important 
than  the  body.  The  Gnostics  (from 
“gnosis”,  the  Greek  word  for 
“knowledge")  later  developed  a  very 
materialistic  view  of  the  body  which 
essentially  saw  it  as  something  which 
could  be  used  or  abused  in  any  way,  even 
for  sensual  pleasure,  for  it  was  only 
material.  And  the  problem  Paul  faced  in 
Corinth  was  probably  the  beginnings  of 
the  Gnostic  understanding. 

Paul  declared  that  the  body  was  far 
more  than  just  a  material  substance.  It 
was  spiritual.  It  would  know  resurrection 
because  the  body  was  the  temple  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  God  indwelled  the  body.  This 
made  it  much  more  than  the  Corinthians 
believed  and  should  be  kept  pure.  Paul 
stated  this  in  the  two  verses  of  I 
Corinthians  3  included  in  this  lesson. 

In  the  next  section  (from  I  Corinthians 
6,)  Paul  dealt  with  a  morality  which 
insisted  that  physical  gratification  did 
not  damage  the  spirituality  of  the  person 
and  that  sexual  promiscuity  was  not 
really  a  moral  issue.  The  Corinthians 
argued  that  “all  things  are  lawful 
Paul  had  no  problem  with  the  bare 
statement.  However,  he  differed  greatly 
with  the  application  made  by  the 
Corinthians.  Though  he  agreed  that 
Christians  were  free  from  the  restrictive 
laws  of  the  past,  he  insisted  that 
Christian  freedom  had  to  be  based  on 
love  as  Christ  taught  and  lived  it.  And  the 
Christian  was  not  free  to  be  immoral, 
promiscuous  in  sexual  matters,  or  over¬ 


indulgent  in  physical  gratification. 

In  the  Ephesians  passage,  Paul  gave  a 
general  description  of  the  true 
Christian’s  behavior.  Christians  are  to  be 
good  stewards  of  their  time  and  energies, 
recognizing  the  present  moment  as  the 
time  to  witness  for  Christ.  He  called  upon 
the  Ephesians  to  reject  the  idea  of 
physical  drunkeness  and  to  become 
“filled  with  the  Spirit.''  For  Christians, 
whether  of  Corinth  or  of  Ephesus,  are 
dwelling  places  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

This  lesson  could  be  taken  to  mean  an 
endorsement  of  physical  fitness  for  it 
most  definitely  states  that  our  bodies  are 
the  temples  of  God’s  Holy  Spirit  and  we 
profane  His  holiness  when  we  abuse  our 
bodies.  But  physical  fitness  means  many 
things  to  many  people. 

Some  “pump  iron’’  for  their  body 
building.  Others  jog  or  do  aerobics.  In 
my  army  days  I  hated  an  exercise 
program  called  TC-87  which  stretched 
and  strained  every  bodily  muscle  I  have 
But  exercising  seems  to  have  gotten 
these  muscles  in  shape  and,  after  about 
two  months,  I  felt  great!  Then  the 
“brains"  of  the  upper  echelons  changed 
our  exercise  program  to  substitute  what 
they  called  the  “log  toss”  and  we  found 
that  we  had  other  muscles  we  didn’t  use 
with  TC-87.  These  exercises  were  very 
specialized  and  only  for  a  limited  period. 

Body  building  must  be  a  continuous 
thing  and  only  to  the  capabilities  of  the 
individual.  However,  my  greatest 
problem  is  not  with  exercise  (my  wife 
and  I  walk  regularly)  but  with  diet.  Right 
now  I  am  teaching  a  group  a  series  on 
discipline.  When  my  wife  first  heard  my 
subject,  she  laughed  and  pointed  to  my 
mid-section.  I  know  what  she  meant.  She 
meant  that  body  building  and  the 
disciplined  life  must  deal  with  our 
greatest  problems.  Mine  is  overeating 
and,  though  I  don’t  drink  or  smoke,  I 
must  admit  that  too  often  I  do  not  take 
proper  care  of  my  body  which  is  the 
temple  of  God’s  Holy  Spirit 
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Families:  for  loving,  not  hitting 


Do  those  of  us  in  the  church  share  the 
responsibility  for  the  ‘veil  of  secrecy" 
that  a  federal  task  force  says  surrounds 
spouse  beating  and  child  abuse  in  the 
United  States? 

That  disturbing  question  came  to  mind 
as  we  read  the  recently  released  findings 
of  the  U.S.  Attorney  General’s  Task 
Force  on  Family  Violence.  Among  other 
things,  the  report  said  acts  of  family  vio¬ 
lence  typically  are  thought  of  as  private 
"family  affairs"  that  rarely  occur  in 
"polite”  society. 

The  task  force’s  findings  should  dispel 
such  illusions.  They  include: 

•  Family  violence  is  a  "widespread 
problem"  that  occurs  among  families  in 
every  social  and  economic  class. 

•  Nearly  one-fifth  of  all  murders  in  the 
nation  involve  members  of  the  same 
family. 

•  Reported  cases  of  child  abuse  and  ne¬ 
glect  doubled  between  1976  and  1981. 

Far  too  many  persons  have  been  un¬ 
aware  of,  or  have  chosen  to  ignore, 
mounting  evidence  of  widespread  vio¬ 
lence  in  families.  That  includes  many  of 
us  in  the  church.  To  our  discredit,  we  at 
times  have  failed  to  challenge  a  wrong¬ 
headed  reading  of  Scripture  to  justify 
overly  harsh  punishment  of  children 
("not  sparing  the  rod").  Similar  mis¬ 
understandings  of  biblical  teachings 
have  supported  the  “right"  of  the  "head 
of  the  household"  physically  to  batter  his 
wife,  in  some  cases  to  the  point  of  death. 

We,  as  Christians,  should  be  involved 
in  eliminating  rather  than  concealing  the 
reality  and  heartache  caused  by  family 
violence.  A  "silent”  attitude  on  this  prob¬ 
lem  amounts  to  tolerating  behavior  in  the 
home  that  we  rightly  deplore  anywhere 
else.  Such  silence  is  often  seen  by  those 
who  suffer  physical  mistreatment  as  evi¬ 
dence  that  society  considers  their  plight 
"normal,"  thereby  making  it  almost  im¬ 
possible  for  them  to  break  the  cycle  of 
violence  in  their  family. 

The  attorney  general’s  task  force  re¬ 
port  reminds  us  of  the  biblical  admoni¬ 
tion  that  “we  are  our  brother’s  (and  sis¬ 
ter’s  and  children’s)  keepers,”  and  that 
we  share  with  others  the  responsibility 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


for  lifting  the  "veil  of  secrecy"  surround¬ 
ing  family  violence  in  our  society. 

We  must  start  by  recognizing  that  we 
are  dealing  with  a  serious  -  and  often 
criminal  —  problem.  This  fact  may  at 
times  place  upon  us  the  painful  obliga¬ 
tion  of  “blowing  the  whistle"  on  persons 
guilty  of  physically  abusing  a  spouse  or 
child.  We  could  even  be  required  to  re¬ 
port  a  close  friend  or  family  member. 

Christian  compassion  dictates,  of 
course,  that  the  church  should  continue 
to  support  efforts  to  assist  both  the  vic¬ 
tims  and  the  perpetrators  of  family  vio¬ 
lence.  Those  needs  will  subside,  how¬ 
ever,  if  we  can  find  ways  to  teach  adults 
in  our  society  a  message  many  failed  to 
learn  as  children:  family  members  are 
for  loving,  not  hitting. 
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It’s  wrong  to  visualize  religion , 
government  as  warring  factions 


My  Witness 

Adoption  a  better  ‘option’ 


By  DIANE  C  LEV  ENGER 

Many  arguments  for  abortion  sound 
logical  and  very  intelligent.  I  used  to 
agree  with  them  before  I  began  studying 
the  subject  more  intensely  and  had  to 
face  the  decision  of  whether  or  not  to  ob¬ 
tain  one  for  myself. 

Doctors  and  well-meaning  friends  and 
relatives  tried  to  convince  me  that  abor¬ 
tion  was  the  most  "practical"  solution  to 
my  problem.  No  one  suggested  any  alterna¬ 
tive  other  than  raising  the  child  on  my  own. 

But  I  wasn’t  com¬ 
fortable  with  the  idea 
of  sacrificing  the  life 
of  my  child  to  solve 
my  problem  of  an  un¬ 
timely  pregnancy.  I 
couldn’t  agree  with 
the  "ends  justifying 
the  means"  in  this 
situation.  Although 
not  a  Christian  at  the  „ 
time,  I  had  some  re-  D,ane  Clevenger 
gard  for  the  sanctity  of  human  life  and  a 
belief  in  moral  judgment  by  God. 

So,  I  decided  to  look  into  another,  less 
popular,  option  —  that  of  putting  my 


baby  up  for  adoption.  With  the  encour¬ 
agement  of  "Right  to  Life"  and  "Birth 
Right,"  I  began  seeking  out  an  adoption 
agency.  It  was  not  an  easy  decision,  but 
one  that  I  have  always  felt  right  about 
ever  since  I  made  it.  I  felt  a  peace  about 
giving  my  child  to  a  couple  who  could  not 
have  their  own  and  had  been  waiting  to 
adopt  a  baby  for  years.  They  were  over¬ 
joyed! 

As  abortions  are  becoming  more  and 
more  acceptable  in  this  country,  the 
number  of  adoptions  has  decreased 
dramatically.  I  firmly  believe  that  when 
we  revere  life  as  God  does,  He  will  reveal 
to  us  a  solution  to  a  "problem  preg¬ 
nancy"  that  will  benefit  both  mother  and 
child.  Abortion  is  a  selfish  solution.  God 
wants  us  to  be  selfless  and  will  provide 
the  means  to  live  such  a  life  in  a  reward¬ 
ing  way. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Diane 
Clevenger,  is  a  member  of  Tyler  Street 
UMC  in  Dallas,  Texas  (North  Texas  Con¬ 
ference). 


By  DONALD  C.  MALONE 

I’ve  received  several  appeals  for  sup¬ 
port  of  an  urgent  cause  during  recent 
months.  The  appeals  cite  increasing  evi¬ 
dence  of  government  encroachment  upon 
the  churches,  threatening  freedom  of  re¬ 
ligion  in  America.  Two  occurrences  are 
cited  as  leading  to  this  concern:  me  ar¬ 
rest  of  Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon  for  income 
tax  evasion  and  the  closing  of  Pastor 
Everett  Sileven’s  Baptist  schools  in 
Louisville,  Nebraska. 

Even  United  Methodist  leaders,  who 
have  always  deplored  the  policies  and 
doctrines  of  the  Unification  Church,  have 
come  to  the  defense  of  that  church’s 
leader.  It  is  said  that  we  must  defend  Sun 
Myung  Moon,  even  if  he  is  guilty,  be¬ 
cause  the  encroachment  on  his  religious 
freedom  may  lead  to  the  encroachment 
on  our  religious  freedom  next,  even  if  for 
lesser  reasons. 

The  predominant  theory  behind  these 
appeals  is  that  we  must  resist  all  govern¬ 
ment  intervention  into  the  field  of  reli¬ 
gion,  even  if  some  crime  and  some  indis¬ 
cretion  is  committed,  because  the  crime 
and  indiscretion  are  relatively  small  and 
freedom  of  religion  must  be  preserved  at 
all  costs. 

Religion  carries  clout 

I  disagree  with  this  philosophy  and  I 
cannot  get  excited  about  the  threat.  So  I 
have  on  numerous  occasions  turned 
down  requests  to  lend  support  to  the 
"freedom  of  religion"  movement,  incur¬ 
ring  the  shock  and  horror  of  those  who 
question  how  any  pastor  could  possibly 
be  against  freedom  of  religion. 

Of  course,  I  am  not  against  freedom  of 
religion.  Neither  do  I  see  freedom  of  reli¬ 
gion  being  threatened.  The  fact  is  that  re¬ 
ligion  has  a  great  deal  of  political  clout. 
Witness  the  appointing  of  an  ambassador 
to  the  Vatican  and  the  granting  of  meet¬ 
ing  space  in  public  schools  for  religious 
organizations.  Neither  of  these  proposals 
make  much  sense  except  in  a  political 


Perspective  provided  on  language  debate 


To  the  Editor 

We  have  enjoyed  getting  copies  of  the 
Reporter  from  time  to  time  and  are  now 
starting  to  get  our  own  subscription  — 
though  months  late,  thanks  to  sea  mail. 

I  have  been  amused  by  some  of  the  de¬ 
bate  over  the  new  inclusive  language  lec¬ 
tionary;  it  shows  no  sign  of  letting  up,  so 
perhaps  it’s  not  futile  to  add  a  bit  of  per¬ 
spective. 

Many  people  forget  that  the  Christian 
doctrine  of  the  Bible  is  God  revealing 
Himself  through  human  language.  That's 
why  we  don’t  have  a  heavy  brick  of  sys¬ 
tematic  theology  but  rather  gospels,  let¬ 
ters,  prophetic  visions,  hymns,  love 
poems  and  so  forth.  And  few  of  us  even 
read  the  real  text,  that  is  the  original. 
Muslims  believe  God  spoke  Arabic,  and 
so  every  believer  has  to  learn  7th  century 
Arabic;  even  at  the  most  literalistic  end 
of  interpretation,  Christians  don’t  go  that 
far. 

One  of  the  issues  of  the  Reporter  that 
arrived  today  had  an  essay  on  reading 
someone  else’s  Bible:  the  underlined  por¬ 
tions  that  another  wing  of  the  church 
finds  dear.  That  is  good  advice  to  anyone 
who  believes  their  Christianity  is  based 
on  the  Bible  and  not  on  their  socio-polit¬ 
ical  orientation.  It  also  reminded  me  that 
some  of  us  are  forced  into  the  opportu¬ 
nity  erf  learning  the  Bible  in  someone  else’s 
language  and,  therefore,  someone  else’s 
thought  patterns.  Reading  a  familiar 
passage  in  French  or  Swahili  or  Uruund 
sometimes  makes  things  come  alive  — 
just  as  I  experienced  in  college  after 
hearing  Clarence  Jordan's  "Cotton 
Patch”  paraphrase  for  the  first  time. 

Those  who  cannot  accept  giving  up  the 
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word  "Lord"  for  "Sovereign"  should 
know  that  they  are  not  alone.  The  Segond 
Bible,  the  equivalent  of  the  good  ol’  King 
James  for  French-language  Protestants, 
uses  the  term  "Eternal  One,"  and  I  know 
a  lot  of  people  who  think  that  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  Seigneur  ("Lord")  in  the  new 
translations  must  be  a  papist  plot,  if  not 
the  work  of  the  devil  him(?)self!  Now  if 
we  could  work  out  an  exchange  between 
those  who  insist  on  the  idea  of  "Lord” 
and  those  who  want  the  gender-neutral 
term  .  .  .  Now  if  we  could  get  behind  the 
words  and  find  the  Person,  as  E.  Stanley 
Jones  would  say!  jeff  Hoover 

Lubumbashi,  Zaire 

W rong  attitude  shown 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Sept.  14  issue  of  the  Reporter  con¬ 
tained  a  letter  by  C.  Western  Dash.  He 
refers  to  those  who  do  not  contribute  to  or 
attend  church  even  though  their  names 
are  on  the  rolls  as  "dead  wood."  He  la¬ 
ments  the  fact  that  there  is  no  way  le¬ 
gally  to  remove  these  persons  from  the 
rolls. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  been 
reporting  a  net  loss  in  membership  for 
years.  One  reason  for  this  loss  may  be 
the  attitude  expressed  by  Mr.  Dash, 
namely  that  the  church  is  for  those  who 
are  healthy,  strong,  and  working. 

Persons  become  inactive  and  unsup- 
portive  for  many  reasons.  Instead  of 
finding  ways  to  expel  them  from  the 
membership,  maybe  we  should  seek 
ways  in  the  spirit  of  Christ  to  restore 
them  to  active  fellowship  and  service  in 
the  church. 

Jesus  told  the  story  of  a  shepherd  who 
went  looking  for  the  sheep  who  was  not  in 
the  fold  until  he  found  the  sheep  and 
brought  it  home  (Luke  15).  He  spoke  of 
bringing  all  of  His  sheep  into  the  fold  so 
that  there  would  be  one  flock  and  one 
shepherd  (John  10).  He  had  compassion 
on  humanity  who  needed  hope  and  heal¬ 
ing.  He  told  them  the  good  news  and 
healed  them  ( Luke  9 ) . 

We,  as  the  followers  of  Jesus,  have  this 
same  work  to  do.  We  are  called  to  preach 
the  good  news,  to  bring  healing  to  hu¬ 
manity  in  the  name  of  Christ,  and  to 
gather  humanity  into  the  flock  of  Christ. 
I  am  thankful  that  the  church  loved  me 
when  I  was  unsupportive  of  it.  I  hope  to 
give  to  others  the  same  love  which  I  have 
known.  By  it  some  will  be  brought  to 
Michael  Toland 
Porter,  Texas 

Homophobia  a  ‘vile  sin’ 

To  the  Editor: 

One  of  your  correspondents  started  his 
letter  with  "Can  you  tolerate  more  com¬ 
ment  on  homosexuality?”  You  could  — 
and  you  should  —  tolerate  more  —  and 
more.  That  issue  is  not  going  away. 
It  will  occupy  minds  and  hearts  at  St. 
Louis  in  1988  as  it  did  in  Indianap¬ 
olis  in  1980  and  in  Baltimore  in  1984. 
It  will  remain  an  issue  until  persons 
who  are  Christian  as  well  as  United 
Methodist  realize  that  to  be  a  homosex¬ 
ual  is  no  sin.  If  sin  is  involved,  then  the 
sinner  has  to  be  the  Creator  who  gives  to 
some  10  percent  of  all  humankind  a 
homosexual  orientation.  PLEASE  — 
don’t  drive  God  out  of  United  Methodism. 

Psychiatric/psychological/sociologi¬ 
cal  scholarship  is  fast  reaching  consen¬ 
sus  that  the  homosexual  orientation  is  a 
given,  not  acquired,  even  if  some  troglo¬ 
dytes  avoid  any  reading  later  than  Hat- 
terer,  Bieber,  et  al.  Biblical  scholars 
know  that  no  word  existed  in  Hebrew. 
Greek  or  Latin  that  can  be  translated 
correctly  into  the  current  English  words 
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"homosexual"  or  "homosexuality,"  both 
unknown  in  English  until  the  1890s.  Thus, 
you  will  not  find  the  words  "homosex¬ 
ual"  or  "homosexuality"  in  a  Bible 
translation  until  a  few  decades  ago,  and 
then  they  were  used  in  error. 

Among  persons  living  in  biblical  times, 
with  no  concept  of  any  sexual  urge  other 
than  what  we  now  call  "straight,"  any 
sexual  activity  between  two  persons  of 
the  same  gender  had  to  be  between  two 
"straight"  persons  and  therefore  "unna¬ 
tural”  just  as  today,  with  our  present 
knowledge  of  sexuality,  it  would  be  just 
as  "unnatural”  for  a  gay  person  to 
engage  in  sexual  acts  with  a  person  of  the 
other  gender,  as  most  homosexuals  have 
done  and  still  do. 

Dr.  Scroggs  in  “The  New  Testament 
and  Homosexuality”  finds  that  the  sinful¬ 
ness  of  same-gender  sex  activity  in  those 
days  lay  in  prostitution  and/or  even 
worse,  in  that  one  of  the  males  played  a 
feminine  role.  Nothing  could  be  worse. 
For  some  even  today,  to  put  one’s  self  on 
the  level  of  a  female  would  be  truly  sin¬ 
ful,  now  wouldn’t  it?  Of  course,  Saul  took 
Lydia’s  money  and  put  Priscilla  to  work, 
but  that  was  "different,"  wasn’t  it?  And 
those  Methodists  at  Baltimore  200  years 
ago  made  sure  that  no  female  shared  in 
church  policy  —  or  sat  with  a  male  in  a 
religious  service.  That  was  wrong, 
wrong,  wrong. 

When  we  realize  that  the  homosexual, 
and  the  heterosexual  are  subject  to  sim¬ 
ilar  sins,  including,  in  sexual  mores,  ex¬ 
ploitation,  physical  harm,  perhaps  infi¬ 
delity  in  relationships,  et  al,  and  judge  in¬ 
dividuals,  in  spite  of  the  admonition  of 
Jesus  not  to  judge,  we  will  be  forced  to 
acknowledge  homophobia  to  be  one  of  the 
vilest  of  sins. 

In  case  any  reader  is  interested,  this 
writer  is  a  male  who  has  been  married  to 
the  same  wife  for  37  years.  I  am  the 
father  of  grown  children  and  have  sev¬ 
eral  grandchildren.  I  do  not  engage  in 
same-gender  sexual  activity,  but  it  would 
probably  be  different  if  I  were  17  instead 
of  70.  But  I  know  that  I  am  a  homosexual 
and  that  I  have  been  since  earliest  con¬ 
sciousness.  Some  United  Methodists  ob¬ 
viously  hold  me  to  be  a  sinner  because 
the  Creator  chose  to  make  me  a  homo¬ 
sexual.  Boy,  what  a  just  God  will  have  in 
store  for  them  come  judgment  day!  Ig¬ 
norance  can  no  longer  be  an  excuse. 

Fred  R.  Methered 

Honolulu.  Hawaii 
Too  many  $5  words 
To  the  Editor: 

For  a  while,  I  gave  some  thought  to 
praying  for  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  Dunnam. 
the  Reporter's  editor.  Then  I  dropped  the 
idea.  He  has  love  and  compassion.  I  know 
the  man. 

For  a  while.  I  thought  I  would  pray  for 
Oral  Roberts.  But  he  has  been  talked  to 


by  Jesus  and  he  has  seen  Jesus,  so  there 
is  no  need  for  me  to  tie  up  the  line. 

Instead,  I  am  thinking  of  praying  for 
myself,  hoping  somehow  to  become  free 
of  my  idea  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  would  become  better  if  there 
were  fewer  church-appointed  and  self- 
proclaimed  experts. 

Sometimes,  the  appointed  and  self-pro¬ 
claimed  leaders  use  so  many  $5  words 
that  I  am  confused  about  what  the  church 
has  done  or  what  the  rest  of  us  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  do  now  that  they  have  done  it. 

I  don’t  even  understand  what  some  of 
the  letter  writers  are  saying. 

Please  forgive  me.  I’m  just  a  news¬ 
paper  editor.  Preston  Kennedy 

Paducah,  Kentucky 

Editorial  Vight  on  target’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  "What  is  our  primary 
loyalty?”  in  the  September  7  issue  was 
right  on  target.  I  too  am  grieved  at  the 
number  of  persons  I  talk  with  who  have 
had  to  go  outside  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  encounter  the  Lord  Jesus.  The 
assumption  that  a  person  made  a  person¬ 
al  decision  to  follow  Christ  because  of 
being  active  in  the  church  is  all  too  often 
false. 

Visiting  with  other  pastors,  I  have 
heard  more  than  one  remark  they  were 
afraid  of  offending  people  if  they  asked 
about  their  relationship  with  Christ.  I 
have  never  met  a  person  committed  to 
Christ  who  was  offended  by  my  asking 
about  their  relationship  with  Him.  In 
fact,  people  are  often  excited  at  the 
opportunity  to  share  their  testimony. 

Thanks  for  a  perceptive  editorial. 

Randy  Hodgson 
Mooreland,  Oklahoma 

We  need  former  bishop 

To  the  Editor: 

What  a  joy  it  was  to  read  Donald  Mes¬ 
ser’s  "Here  I  Stand"  column  on  behalf  of 
Dr.  James  Armstrong  (see  UMR,  Sept. 
14).  My  only  regret  is  that  I  did  not  write 
it  first. 

There  is  no  United  Methodist  who  has 
done  more  in  the  area  of  peace  and  social 
justice  than  James  Armstrong.  I  had  the 
opportunity  to  have  served  a  neighboring 
church  in  Indianapolis  while  Jim  was 
senior  pastor  at  Broadway  UMC  and 
know  first-hand  the  impact  he  had  on  the 
church,  the  city  and  also  his  fellow  pas¬ 
tors.  Yes,  thousands  have  benefited  from 
the  ministry  of  this  gifted  man  and  I  am 
one  of  them. 

I  join  with  Dr.  Messer  in  urging  those 
with  the  necessary  powers  to  show  the 
world  that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
is  a  redemptive  church  in  receiving  Dr. 
Armstrong  back  into  the  fold.  We  need 
him  and  he  needs  us. 

Herman  A.  Emmert 
Toledo,  Ohio 


sense.  Both  favor  a  certain  religion  — 
one  an  old  and  established  religious  body 
and  the  other  small  and  spurious  groups 
which  do  not  have  meeting  places  of  their 
own.  The  danger  as  I  see  it  is  not  supres- 
sion  of  religion,  but  favoritism  toward 
some  religious  groups. 

Furthermore,  I  think  we  need  some 
government  control  of  religion.  We  never 
question  government  control  when  child 
abuse,  or  trafficking  in  drugs,  or  violence 
and  murder  are  involved.  Somehow,  reli¬ 
gion  seems  only  a  minor  factor  in  such 
serious  cases.  But  the  fact  is  that  religion 
is  being  used  as  a  justification  for  all 
kinds  of  crime,  especially  tax  evasion.  It 
is  not  true  that  a  few  infractions  should 
be  overlooked  for  the  sake  of  religious 
freedom. 

A  good  rule  was  established  in  the  last 
part  of  the  19th  century  when  Utah 
applied  for  statehood  and  a  ban  on 
polygamy  was  made  a  condition  of 
acceptance.  Government  control  of 


religion  was  justified  by  the  principle^ 
that  individuals  are  free  to  believe  and  to^‘. 
worship  as  they  wish,  but  they  are  not  . 
guaranteed  freedom  to  practice  it.  That  .1 
rule  is  still  applied  today,  and  I  think  it  is 
working  rather  well. 

ft 

‘Freedom  from  religion*  >, 

Of  course  even  that  rule  could  be 
abused,  and  freedom  of  religion  could  be 
compromised.  The  Soviet  Union  has  free¬ 
dom  of  religion  and  the  wording  of  that 
provision  is  not  dissimilar  to  our  First 
Amendment.  There,  however,  the  inter¬ 
pretation  is  vastly  different  —  "freedom 
of  religion"  becomes  "freedom  from  reli¬ 
gion."  But  our  government  is  not  the  So¬ 
viet  government.  The  United  States 
government  is  not  "the  government," 
but  "our  government.”  It  is  we  who  form 
it,  and  shape  it,  and  determine  its  po¬ 
licies.  To  visualize  religion  and  govern¬ 
ment  as  warring  factions  is  a  mistake. 
They  are  both  ours  and  it  is  our  responsi¬ 
bility  to  make  each  work  for  the  other. 


South  Africa  shows  need 
for  humility,  forgiveness 


By  DONOVAN  RUSSELL 

Infinite  patience.  That’s  what  is  re¬ 
quired  of  those  who  live  and  work  in  a 
cross-cultural  setting. 

Infinite  patience.  That’s  what  the 
world  must  have  if  we  are  to  get  on  to¬ 
gether.  But  patience  cannot  be  built  on  a 
void.  True  understanding  patience  can 
only  be  built  on  deep  underlying  love. 

One  wonders  if  the  world’s  civilizations 
are  still  a  breeding  ground  for  such  a 
thing.  There’s  no  question  that  every 
ounce  of  love  possible  to  the  human  heart 
is  going  to  be  needed  —  if  the  patience  to 
take  us  through  is  going  to  be  available. 
We  must  again  learn  to  respect  compas¬ 
sion  and  concern. 

Cleverness  or  might  will  not  save  the 
day.  Only  the  truly  compassionate  and 
the  truly  patient  can  be  strong  enough  to 
have  confidence  in  the  destiny  of  human¬ 
ity.  The  Christian  church  was  founded  by 
the  greatest  demonstrator  of  this.  The 
hope  for  humankind  is  to  follow  Christ’s 
example. 

Spirit  broken  in  South  Africa 

Life  in  Southern  Africa,  for  a  sensitive 
person,  can  make  or  break  the  spirit.  For 
many  it  would  seem  the  spirit  has  been 
broken.  Cynicism  runs  deep  here.  Pessi¬ 
mism  is  pervasive. 

Still,  the  fire  has  tempered  others  ad¬ 
mirably.  If  the  people  of  Southern  Africa 
—  both  black  and  white  —  can  deal  with 
the  overwhelming  frustration  that  each 
group  represents  for  the  other,  there  is 
hope  for  us  all,  regardless  of  our  situa¬ 
tion  in  life.  If  the  people  of  Southern 
Africa  —  both  black  and  white  —  can 
overcome  the  consuming  fear  that  their 
situation  generates,  there  is  no  excuse 
for  the  rest  of  us  to  ever  buy  into  fear 
again.  If  the  people  of  Southern  Africa 
can  rise  to  love  before  it  is  too  late,  then 
there  is  no  excuse  for  the  rest  of  us  to  live 
without  forgiveness  in  our  hearts. 

Reconciliation  in  Southern  Africa  will 
demand  hope  where  there  seems  to  be  no 
hope,  love  where  there  is  antagonism, 
patience  where  there  is  frustration,  and 
trust  where  there  is  suspicious  discon¬ 
tent.  Above  all,  it  will  demand  truly  for¬ 
giving  hearts.  It  will  demand  a  forgive¬ 
ness  that  is  frightening  to  contemplate;  a 
forgiveness  so  sincere  that  it  is  put  be¬ 
fore  all  else  —  property,  privilege,  honor, 
pride,  position,  convenience  and  even,  if 
need  be,  life  itself.  "This  is  my  com¬ 
mandment,  that  ye  love  one  another,  as  I 
have  loved  you.” 

Forgiveness  needed 

It  must  not  be  a  forgiveness  construc¬ 
ted  on  self-righteousness,  not  for  whites 
and  not  for  blacks.  Rather,  it  must  be  a 
forgiveness  large  enough  to  admit  a 
share  of  the  responsibility  for  disunity. 

It  will  need  to  be  a  demonstrated  for¬ 
giveness  —  a  self-giving  forgiveness. 
And  the  self-giving  cannot  be  temporary. 
It  will  need  to  be  a  self-giving  that  main¬ 


tains  fellowship  across  barriers.  Dis¬ 
agreement  will  not  suddenly  disappear- 
because  forgiveness  is  offered.  But- 
demonstrated  forgiveness  will  allow  fel¬ 
lowship  to  grow  even  in  the  face  of  dis¬ 
agreement,  and  a  slow  understanding 
will  be  made  possible.  Forgiveness  for 
what?  Forgiveness  for  the  irritating, 
frustrating,  hurtful,  fearful  and  hatefuL 
things  which  others  represent  in  our'4 
minds.  A  forgiveness  which  understands* 
that  our  destruction  comes  from  the  root' 
of  hate  in  ourselves. 

It’s  a  frustrating  place,  this  southern 
part  of  the  great  African  continent.  Con¬ 
trasts  astound  the  mind.  People  are  sepa¬ 
rated  by  thousands  of  years  of  dissimilar* 
traditions.  Unlike  Europe  or  North 
America,  people  of  differing  color  in¬ 
habit  the  same  political  jurisdictions 
while  having  vastly  different  cultural 
traditions  and  values,  different  experi¬ 
ences  and  aspirations,  a  different  world 
view,  beliefs  and  ways.  This  is  not  a 
value  judgment.  This  has  nothing  to  do 
with  right  or  wrong,  good  or  bad,  super¬ 
ior  or  inferior.  A  reconciliation  in  this 
part  of  the  world  will  have  to  be  built  on 
sincere  recognition  of  a  common  and 
shared  humanity.  t 

True  humility  required 

It  will  depend  on  a  humbleness  of  spirit 
that  allows  people  truly  to  hear  and  see 
others,  truly  to  listen  to  what  others‘te- 
lieve;  truly  to  respect  them  for  being  per¬ 
sons.  It  must  be  a  true  humility.  Arro¬ 
gance  and  pride,  among  both  whites  and 
blacks,  must  give  way  to  patience  and 
appreciation.  A  humility  which  is  so  sin¬ 
cere  that  people,  black  and  white,  and  all 
shades  in  between,  hope  that  not  their 
view,  or  someone  else’s  view  will  prevail 
—  but  rather  that  truth  will  prevail. 

But  then,  isn’t  this  the  urgent  challenge 
all  of  us  face  if  we  would  leave  a  world  to 
our  children?  All  of  us  live  in  Southern' 
Africa.  The  time  has  come  when  we  must 
actively  choose  life  or  sacrifice  our  chil¬ 
dren’s  future.  And  because  the  church  is 
committed,  not  only  to  this  rhetoric,  but 
to  the  very  example  of  Christ’s  life  —  it  is 
faced  with  an  especially  frightening  re-! 
sponsibility.  If  Christians  cannot  now1 
live  out  Christ’s  message,  hope  will  be 
sacrificed  to  the  distrust  and  fear  which 
can  only  result  in  destruction. 

" Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tors  are  the  Rev.  Donald  C.  Malone,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Grace  UMC  in  Cheyenne, 
Wyoming  (Rocky  Mountain  Conference ) 
and  Donovan  Russell,  director  of  the  Na: 
tional  University  Development  Project 
in  Lesotho,  Africa. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for; 
consideration  (three  typed,  double: 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  tq 
" Here  I  Stand,"  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


CHURCHES  HELPING  TO  BUILD  CHURCHES 

The  United  Methodist  Church  of  Hartley,  Iowa,  is  one  of  498  chur¬ 
ches  investing  in  the  United  Methodist  Development  Fund.  Church 
members  believe  UMDF  is  a  worthy  investment.  The  sole  purpose 
of  the  fund  is  to  make  low-cost  loans  for  building  and  renovating  chur¬ 
ches.  Growing  congregations  can  then  extend  their  outreach  and  put 
the  Gospel  to  work  in  their  communities. 

Perhaps  your  church  has  money  to  invest.  Is  it  working  to  help 
another  church  build  and  extend  its  ministry  while  earning  9%  in¬ 
terest  for  your  church?  As  of  January  1,  1985,  interest  earned  will  be 
9.5%.  Write  today  for  further  information. 


The  Offering  is  made  by  Prospectus  only, 
limited  to  states  where  the  fund  is  exempt 
or  registered.  Call  or  write  for  a  free 
prospectus  and  further  information. 
(Phone  212-870-3856) 


Ms.  Nova  Langston 

UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 
475  Riverside  Drive.  Room  303-03 
New  York.  NY  10115 

A  videotape  on  the  fund  is  available  for  free 
loan.  Please  write  to  schedule.  Specify  format. 


OCTOBER  19, 1984 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PAGE  3 


Christians  ‘ghettoized’  in  Bangkok 

90,000 survive  as  hog  slaughterers  in  Buddhist  society 


The  Rev.  Joe  Maier,  right,  walks  the  alleys  where  Bangkok  Christians 
both  live  and  work  as  slaughterers  of  the  city’s  meat.  He  credits  the  Rev. 
Harry  Haines,  left,  and  United  Methodist  contributions  with  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  church  institutions  to  serve  the  90,000  persons  living  in  the  slaugh¬ 
terhouse  ghetto. 


REPORTER  PHOTO  BY  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

BANGKOK,  Thailand  —  Standing  in  a 
crowded  hog  pen  in  the  sprawling 
slaughterhouses  here,  you  can  look  up 
into  a  loft. 

Perched  just  a  few  feet  above  the 
heads  of  the  swine  are  a  crude  dining 
table  and  a  bed.  Dresses,  shirts  and 
pants  of  the  family  who  live  there  hang 
from  a  rack. 

Welcome  to  Bangkok’s  neighborhood 
for  Christians. 

Some  90,000  persons  who  are  at  least 
nominally  Catholic  make  their  beds 
above,  between  and  surrounding  the 
stalls  and  pens  where  they  slaughter 
Bangkok’s  meat  —  3,000  hogs  as  well  as 
other  animals  —  every  night. 

United  Methodists  in  the  U  S.  have 
played  a  very  important  role  in  efforts  to 
improve  conditions  for  persons  in  this 
community. 

Church  almost  abandoned  them 

Fifteen  years  ago,  like  today,  the 
slaughterers  were  cut  off  from  the 
dominant  Buddhist  citizenry  who  eat 
meat  but  who,  for  religious  reasons, 
don’t  want  to  associate  with  the  killing  of 
animals. 

But  the  slaughterers  also  were  almost 
completely  abandoned  by  the  church. 

Today,  the  slaughterers’  priest  credits 
United  Methodists  with  reconnecting 
them  to  the  international  Christian 
community  and  helping  the  church 
become  an  integral  part  of  this  strange 
enclave. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Maier,  who  gives  the 
credit,  perhaps  is  being  humble. 

He’s  the  one  whose  heart  was  burdened 
15  years  ago  when  he  found  that  these 
slaughterers  were  not  even  being 
supplied  with  a  full-time  priest  to 
conduct  mass  at  the  little  chapel  amidst 


the  thatch-roof-lined  alleys. 

With  little  encouragement  from  the 
Catholic  hierarchy  in  Thailand,  he 
moved  in.  A  Redemptorist  priest  from 
Pennsylvania,  Father  Joe  had  been 
working  elsewhere  in  Thailand. 

Filling  a  despised  occupation  in 
Buddhist  society,  the  Christians  had  felt 
powerless  to  improve  their  lives  and 
were  victims  of  much  discrimination,  he 
said. 

Besides  bringing  regular  mass  back  to 
the  chapel,  Father  Joe  started  a  clinic 
with  some  volunteer  help  from  an 
American  doctor.  But  he  seemed  to  have 
no  possibility  of  a  major  impact  on  the 
90,000  persons  inside  his  parish. 

UMs  stepped  in 

Soon  after  starting  his  self-appointed 
assignment,  he  met  the  Rev.  Harry 
Haines,  who  until  last  winter  was  the 
head  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR). 

“Harry’s  the  real  founder  of  the  church 
institutions  here,”  Father  Joe  says, 
standing  outside  one  of  them,  an  open-air 
building  that  serves  as  a  school  for  boys. 
When  the  priest  had  gone  back  to  the 
United  States  to  seek  help,  “Harry’s  the 
one  who  heard  my  story  and  trusted  us.” 


UMCOR  began  sending  grants  to  the 
mission.  On  the  basis  of  that.  Father  Joe 
says,  he  was  able  to  convince  others  of 
the  credibility  and  validity  of  the  work. 
Now,  several  ecumenical  and  church 
organizations,  both  Catholic  and 
Protestant,  share  in  underwriting  a  vast 
program  that  has  developed  here. 

Through  the  years,  UMCOR  has  given 
grants  not  for  operational  expenses  but 
for  specific  needs  such  as  starting  up  a 
new  program  or  erecting  a  new  building. 
Dr.  Haines  says. 

Father  Joe,  five  nuns  (“the 
slaughterhouse  five”)  and  80  teachers, 
doctors  and  other  workers,  run  boys'  and 
girls’  schools  for  age  five  through  seven, 
a  playground  and  a  program  that  feeds 
1,700  children  daily. 

“We  re  into  low-cost  housing.  We  have 
130  old  folks  in  a  complex,”  Father  Joe 
says.  The  church  institutions  are  in¬ 
volved  in  economic  development 
projects  for  the  community  and  help 
organize  the  people  to  stand  up  for  their 
rights  within  Bangkok  society.  Catholic 
leaders  now  give  their  blessings  to  the 
work,  he  says. 

Young  girls  an  aching  concern 

Education  for  young  girls  seems 
heaviest  on  Father  Joe’s  mind  today.  The 
more  time  spent  with  him,  the  more 
understandable  it  becomes 

He  is  wearing  a  flowing  white  alb  when 
he  meets  some  U.S.  visitors  at  a 
fashionable  hotel.  Outside  the  lobby, 
hawkers  constantly  try  to  lure  men 
guests  to  go  with  them  for  a  “really  good 
time.  ”  A  few  blocks  away  are  some  of  the 
most  wide-open  sex  parlors  in  the  world. 
The  hotel  magazine  guide  gives  advice 
on  which  massage  parlors  “with  every¬ 
thing  you  might  want”  are  the  most 
hygienic. 

By  the  time  Father  Joe  gets  out"of  the 


Singer  helps  get  contemporary  mmic  into  UMC 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  third  in  a 
series  of  Reporter  articles  on  the 
Christian  church  and  contemporary 
music.  Previous  articles  were  published 
Oct.  5  and  12. 

By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  While  plenty  of 
contemporary  singing  artists  are 
espousing  their  religious  faith  today,  few 
of  them  are  claiming  membership  in 
mainline  Protestant  denominations,  an 
informal  survey  by  the  Reporter  has 
found. 

Their  faith  is  heard  on  stage  and  in  the 
songs  they  sing,  but  rarely  is  it  seen  at 
work  in  a  local  church. 

Singer  /songwriter  Gene  Cotton  is  one 
exception. 


“Nahomi  Loves 
Sunday  School” 


NAHOMI  of  Indio  is  o  precious,  first 
grade  student,  recently  accepted  at  the 
hostel.  The  superintendent  appealed  to 
WCI  for  help  for  Nahomi  because  her 
parents  are  poor  o>.  cannot  afford  to 
feed,  clothe  or  educate  her.  Nahomi  loves 
Sunday  School  and  enjoys  Bible  stories. 


What  You  Con  Do: 

Sponsoring  Nahomi  or  some  other  child 
in  one  of  our  65  orphanages  in  12  coun¬ 
tries  could  be  a  rewarding  undertaking  for 
a  single  person,  a  family,  a  youth  group, 
or  o  Sunday  School  class.  You  will  receive 
complete  information  on  "your"  child,  and 
you  may  write  him  if  you  wish. 

WORLD'S  CHILDREN.  INC.  is  approved 
by  the  U.S.  government  so  that  contribu¬ 
tions  are  tax  deductible.  All  sponsors  re¬ 
ceive  an  audit  copy.  In  1983,  91%  of  funds 
received  were  sent  overseas  for  the  chil¬ 
dren's  needs.  The  cost?  Only  $13  a  month 
—  that's  less  than  44  cents  a  doy!  Won't 
you  invest  in  a  child's  future?  The  percent¬ 
age  of  return  has  eternal  merit.  Please 
write  today  for  many  children  are  waiting. 

Please  write: 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I  with  to  tpontor  a  child  whtrt  iht  | 

I 
I 

Enclosed  it  payment  tor  firtl  month  I 

I 


Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  P.  O.  Box  j 
2979,  Winter  Haven,  Fla.  33M0.  | 


Folks  at  Edgehill  United  Methodist 
Church  here  see  plenty  of  the  performer 
—  stocking  the  church’s  soup  kitchen 
with  vegetables  from  his  garden,  main¬ 
taining  the  sound  system  he  installed 
several  years  ago  or  working  one-on-one 
in  one  of  the  church’s  faith-sharing  out¬ 
reach  groups. 

Mr.  Cotton,  39,  best  known  for  his  Top 
40  rock  hits  “Before  My  Heart  Finds 
Out,”  “You  Got  Me  Runnin’  ”  and  his 
duet  with  Kim  Carnes,  “You’re  A  Part  Of 
Me,”  is  the  muscle  and  the  brains  behind 
many  of  the  inner-city  church’s  social 
outreach  programs. 

A  deeply  religious  man  with  a  passion 
for  social  justice,  Mr.  Cotton  doesn’t  just 
heed  Christian  principles,  he  acts  on 
them,  said  his  minister,  the  Rev.  Bill 
Barnes. 

“Everything  Gene  does  reflects  a  deep 
religious  commitment,”  he  said.  The 
minister  recalled  a  sermon  he  delivered 
once  on  the  politics  of  world  hunger  that 
prompted  the  singer  to  write  several 
songs  about  the  issue  and  include  them  in 
concert  performances.  Today,  Mr. 
Cotton  closes  most  of  his  concerts  by  in¬ 
viting  people  to  the  stage  to  talk  about 
ways  to  curb  world  hunger. 

Aid  given  to  church  agencies 

Mr.  -  Cotton’s  church  membership 
doesn’t  stop  at  his  local  church. 

He  helped  United  Methodism’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship  put  some  of  its 


curriculum  into  popular  music,  a  trend 
Christian  educators  are  beginning  to  pick 
up  on  (See  Reporter,  Sept.  21 ) .  One  of  his 
first  projects  for  the  board  was  a  study 
guide,  “Songs  For  A  New  World,”  that 
looked  at  issues  like  aging,  hunger  and 
peace  through  music.  He  also  wrote  and 
sings  the  theme  song  for  “Active  Learn¬ 
ing  For  Youth,”  a  series  of  video  tapes 
for  leadership  training,  and  he’s  working 
with  the  Upper  Room  on  a  children’s 
ministry  project. 

“Gene  has  helped  us  tremendously 
over  the  past  few  years,”  said  Bill  Wolfe, 
director  of  senior  high  activities  at  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  “He’s  a  com¬ 
mitted  Christian  with  a  lot  of  concern  for 
our  denomination.  ” 

Mr.  Wolfe,  also  a  member  of  Edgehill 
UMC,  asked  Mr.  Cotton’s  advice  on  a 
project  several  years  ago,  “and  before  I 
knew  it,  Gene  was  in  my  office  asking 
what  he  could  do,”  he  said.  Since  then, 
Mr.  Cotton  has  written  a  number  of  songs 
for  the  denomination  including  “The 
Sunday  School  Song,”  aimed  at  reaching 
out  and  building  unity  in  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Sunday  School  classes.  He  also 
wrote  and  sang  the  theme  song  for  the 
United  Methodist  Bicentennial  video 
tape,  “From  The  Word  Go.” 

Family  shares  home 

Gene  Cotton,  his  wife,  Marni,  and  their 
three  children  live  on  a  farm  outside  of 
Nashville. 


A  slightly-built,  modest  man  with  an 
impish  grin,  Mr.  Cotton  was  raised  a 
Presbyterian,  and  beams  when  he  talks 
about  “finding”  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

“We  had  given  up  on  trying  to  find  a 
church,”  he  said.  “We  had  visited 
around,  but  every  one  we  found  was 
more  interested  in  the  stained  glass 
windows  than  the  hungry  people  down 
the  street.” 

That  was  11  years  ago,  just  before  Mr. 
Cotton  met  a  woman  on  a  plane  home 
from  one  of  his  concerts.  She  told  him 
about  Edgehill  UMC,  admittedly  a 
.  “different  type”  of  United  Methodist 
Church  that  met  in  the  converted  garage 
of  an  old  house,  had  a  racially  mixed  con¬ 
gregation  and  was  involved  in  reaching 
out  to  assist  poor  people  in  the  area  sur¬ 
rounding  the  church. 

The  Cottons  have  been  there  ever 
since.  His  wife  is  active  in  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  Bible  study  and  heads  the  va¬ 
cation  Bible  school  for  the  church. 

Some  “shared”  all  hours 

The  Cottons  have  three  children  —  one 
“homegrown”  as  Mr.  Cotton  said  and 
two  adopted.  One  is  Amerasian  (half 
black  and  half  Asian) ;  the  other  is  physi¬ 
cally  handicapped  with  spina  bifida. 

Over  the  years,  the  Cottons  have  had 
more  than  a  dozen  foster  children  and 
“dozens  and  dozens”  of  troubled  teen¬ 
agers  stay  with  the  family  for  several 


Gene  Cotton 


days  at  a  time. 

“Gene  and  Marni  have  an  amazing 
ability  to  open  their  home  24  hours  a  day 
for  anybody  who  needs  it,”  Mr.  Barnes 
said. 

“I  see  a  lot  of  people  in  Nashville  and  in 
the  industry,”  he  said.  “They  want  so 
badly  to  become  stars  .  .  .  but  things  that 
mean  something  aren’t  in  the  magic  of 
the  moment. 

“They’re  in  the  children  you’re  helping 
and  the  messages  you’re  giving  society," 
Mr.  Cotton  said. 


taxi  at  the  slaughterhouses,  he  has  shed 
his  “respectable  downtown”  clothes  and 
is  wearing  his  parish  vestments  —  a  T- 
shirt  and  slacks.  A  young  girl  sees  him 
and  brings  him  a  pack  of  cigarettes. 

“We’re  working  hard  to  keep  her  in 
school,”  he  says.  But  it  is  difficult  be¬ 
cause  she  has  a  “movie  star  face." 

“The  normal  slum  child  can  start  public 
school  at  age  eight  or  nine,”  he  explains. 
“But  these  tropics  girls  already  are 
starting  into  puberty  by  that  time.  The 
pull  is  against  them 

“It’s  toughest  to  raise  a  girl  here.  We 
lose  them  by  the  time  they  are  14 
Prostitution  claims  plenty  .  " 

So  much  left  to  do 

Father  Joe  walks  farther  down  the 
alleys.  Two  men  are  standing  in  a  pile  of 
carcasses,  heaving  them  onto  a  truck 
“The  Christians  don’t  have  to  do  this,’' 
Father  Joe  says.  Legally,  they  are 
allowed  to  do  other  work.  “But  it  is  easier 
to  stay  here  where  they  know  what  it  is- 
like  and  they  don’t  have  to  be  so  exposed 
to  the  tremendous  persecution  out  in  the 
rest  of  society.  The  Christians  here  are 
poor  but  not  the  poorest  of  the  poor 
because  they  have  jobs.  " 

The  slaughterers  came  from  a  Catholic 
enclave  in  another  part  of  Thailand  at  the 
turn-of-the-century  and  gradually  took 
over  the  despised  occupation.  Dr.  Haines 
says.  Most  other  Christians  including 
those  in  the  Church  of  Christ  of  Pakistan 
are  in  the  peasant  class,  although  some 
have  become  middle-class  business 
people  living  in  nice  parts  of  Bangkok,  he 
adds. 

Father  Joe  says  the  hard  life  takes  its 
toll  in  many  ways:  prostitution,  heroin 
addiction,  for  example. 

At  another  mission  building,  a  young; 
boy  brings  a  pack  of  cigarettes  as  soon  as 
he  sees  the  priest.  “This  is  my  vice,”  the 
priest  says,  referring  to  his  smoking  He 
goes  on  to  note  that  some  visitors  feel  he 
is  not  holy  enough,  partly  because  he 
doesn't  conduct  mass  during  the  week 

Residents  not  devout 

Although  Father  Joe  says  every 
resident  in  this  Christian  ghetto  is  aware 
of  the  church’s  institutions,  they  aren't 
especially  devout  in  their  participation  at 
mass.  Not  many  more  than  100  persons 
show  up  for  Sunday  mass. 

With  the  aid  of  Christians  around  the 
world,  the  priest  and  his  helpers  here 
chip  away  at  the  problems  the  best  way 
they  know  how  and  pray  for  long  term  re 
suits. 

Several  workers  from  outside  “evan¬ 
gelical"  groups  now  are  working  in  the 
ghetto,  too.  Father  Joe  says  they  are  not 
attracting  many  persons  to  their  pro¬ 
grams.  He  says  he  thinks  their  hard-sell 
on  religious  practices  is  the  reason.  But 
he  acknowledges  there  probably  is  plenty 
of  room  for  others  and  other  styles. 

The  Catholic  church  workers  are 
placing  a  lot  of  hope  in  the  “pre-schools  ” 
“If  we  can  get  the  girls  into  school  at 
five  or  six,  they  may  be  interested 
enough  in  education  by  the  time  they  hit 
puberty  that  they  will  stay  in  school,” 
Father  Joe  says. 

Perhaps  in  a  few  years,  the  girls  will 
find  that  they  have  much  better  options 
than  to  simply  exchange  their  meathouse 
homes  for  the  sexual  “meat  markets"  of 
the  city. 

Father  Joe  and  his  colleagues  hope  so. 
That  hope  is  part  of  why  he  keeps  his  bed 
in  a  slaughterhouse  hovel  to  ensure  that 
the  church  stavs  where  it  is  needed. 


Board  delays  action  on  church-wide  pornography  parley 


By  STEPHEN  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  —  United  Methodism’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
which  met  Oct.  3-6  primarily  to  organize 
for  the  1985-88  quadrennium,  delayed 
action  until  its  1985  spring  meeting  on  a 
proposal  for  a  church-wide  “consultation 
on  pornography.” 

The  board  also  responded  to  appeals 
for  action  on  human  rights-related  issues 
involving  persons  from  Korea  and 
Uruguay. 

Newly-elected  board  president,  Bishop 
William  Boyd  Grove  of  the  West  Virginia 
Area,  emphasized  the  delay  on  the 
pornography  proposal  does  not  mean  the 
issue  is  being  set  aside  or  quietly 
dropped.  A  refined  and  more  adequate 
proposal  will  be  considered  by  the  board 
next  March,  he  said. 

The  93-member  board  tabled  the 
pornography  consultation  proposal 
despite  an  offer  by  unnamed  private 
donors  to  underwrite  the  estimated  $8,000 
cost  of  the  consultation.  The  motion  to 
table  the  proposal  followed  an  attempt  to 
withdraw  it  from  consideration  because 
some  board  members  were  unhappy  with 
the  proposal’s  “rough  draft”  quality. 

The  consultation  proposal  grew  out  of 
the  involvement  by  a  board  staff 
member,  Dr.  Beverly  Jackson,  in  a 
recent  National  Consultation  on 
Obscenity,  Pornography  and  Indecency 
in  Cincinnati  (see  Reporter,  Sept.  21). 

Dr.  Haviland  Houston,  the  agency’s 
chief  staff  executive,  earlier  reminded 
board  members  that,  even  as  Jesus 
healed  the  sick  on  the  Sabbath  and  Carry 
Nation  took  her  hatchet  to  saloons, 
Christians  today  are  called  to  engage  in 
“positive  acts  of  resistance"  to  evils  in 
society. 

Among  other  things,  Dr.  Houston  said 
the  church  should  target  its  “positive 
acts  of  resistance”  against  such  things  as 
the  Oct.  2  action  by  the  U.S.  Senate 
killing  a  civil  rights  bill,  unprovoked 
violence  against  homosexuals,  capital 


punishment,  domestic  violence,  a 
resurgence  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan,  toxic 
wastes  and  violations  of  human  and 
political  rights. 

Board  responds  to  concerns 

Almost  as  if  in  response  to  Dr. 
Houston’s  concern  for  human  and 
political  rights,  board  members  took  two 
actions  resulting  from  personal  appeals 
to  the  board. 

In  the  first,  the  board  approved  two 
letters  calling  for  the  safe  return  of 
Korean  political  opposition  leader,  Kim 
Dae  Jung,  to  his  native  land  later  this 
year.  Mr.  Kim  earlier  told  the  board  that 
the  Korean  government  “may  well 
return  me  to  prison  or  place  me  under 
house  arrest”  when  he  returns. 

The  board  addressed  one  letter  to 
Korean  President  Chun  Doo  Hwan 
urging  his  assistance  to  assure  that  Mr. 
Kim’s  return  will  be  “without  incident.” 
A  second  letter  was  sent  to  the  Korean 
Methodist  Church  pledging  to  join  in 
prayers  with  Methodists  there  for  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kim. 

Mr.  Kim  is  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  his 
wife  is  a  Methodist. 

In  another  action,  board  members 
adopted  a  resolution  calling  upon  the 
government  of  Uruguay  to  review  “as 
soon  as  possible”  the  case  of  a  Methodist 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Hiber  Conteris. 

Nephew  describes  plight 

A  group  of  board  members  heard  a 
nephew  of  Mr.  Conteris  describe  how  the 
clergyman  has  been  a  political  prisoner 
for  nearly  eight  years  in  Uruguay. 
Amnesty  International,  a  widely- 
respected  non-sectarian  agency  that 
monitors  human  rights  violations  world¬ 
wide,  reportedly  has  listed  Mr.  Conteris 
as  a  “prisoner  of  conscience”  who  has 
been  “brutally  tortured”  for  protesting 
against  Uruguay’s  military  dictatorship. 
The  board  sent  a  copy  of  its  letter  to  the 
Uruguayan  government  and  copies  to  the 
26  U.S.  senators  who  have  intervened 


with  Uruguayan  officials  on  Mr. 
Conteris’  behalf. 

Board  members  took  several  other 
actions  during  the  three-day  meeting, 
including  the  formal  termination  of  a 
boycott  of  Nestle  products.  As  directed 
by  the  1984  General  Conference,  they 
made  plans  to  continue  to  monitor  the 
business  practices  of  companies  that 
manufacture  infant  formula. 

Dr.  Houston  renominated 

The  board  also  nominated  Dr.  Houston 
for  reelection  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  as  general  secretary  of  the 
agency  and  asked  the  Council  of  Bishops 
to  appoint  retired  Bishop  Marjorie  S. 
Matthews  to  the  board  for  the  next  four 
years. 

Some  persons  believe  that  the  request 
to  appoint  a  retired  bishop  to  a  general 
agency  may  be  without  precedent  in  the 
denomination.  Bishop  Matthews  served 
as  a  member  of  the  board  during  the 
1981-84  quadrennium. 

Besides  the  election  of  Bishop  Grove  as 
Church  and  Society’s  president,  the 
board  also  elected  the  Rev.  Lydia 
Martinez  of  the  Rio  Grande  Conference 
as  vice-president;  W.  Astor  Kirk,  a 
layperson  from  the  Baltimore  Con¬ 
ference  and  a  former  staff  member 
with  this  board,  as  treasurer;  and  the 
Rev.  Bradley  Watkins,  a  clergy  member 
of  the  Central  Illinois  Conference,  as  sec¬ 
retary. 

Commenting  on  his  election  as  board 
president,  Bishop  Grove  said  he  is 
committed  “to  provide  leadership  that 
will  help  the  board  to  be  both  prophetic 
and  pastoral”  in  carrying  out  its 
responsibilities  as  the  church’s  social 
action  agency.  As  a  member  of  the  board 
for  the  past  four  years.  Bishop  Grove 
chaired  a  task  force  to  follow  up  on 
recommendations  made  by  the  church’s 
Infant  Formula  Task  Force  related  to  the 
Nestle  boycott. 

Unprecedented  for  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  was  the  election  as 


“at  large”  members  of  the  board  two 
persons  recommended  by  the  church’s 
unofficial  "Good  News”  caucus:  Dottie 
Chase  of  Willard,  Ohio,  and  the  Rev.  J.  L. 
Penfold  of  Eaton,  Colorado.  The 
“evangelical”  caueus  has  been  a 
frequent  critic  of  the  social  action 
agency. 

A  spiritually  moving  moment  of  the 
meeting  occurred  during  the  dedication 
of  a  seminar  room  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Building  in  honor  of  the  Rev.  George 
Outen.  Dr.  Outen  was  general  secretary 


of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  when 
he  died  suddenly  in  1980  at  age  49. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  worship 
service,  board  members  joined  hands 
and  softly  sang  "We  Shall  Overcome,”  & 
song  associated  with  the  civil  rights 
movement  of  the  1960s.  For  many,  somfc 
of  the  spirit  of  that  time  was  re-captured 
in  the  music  and  in  the  memory  of  onfc 
who  understood  that  "an  alive  and 
authentic  Christian  faith  is  lived  out  in 
love  and  justice,”  according  to  one  friend 
and  former  colleague  of  Dr.  Outen. 


You  can  have  the  Best 
NEW  Gift  Ideas 

In  Town!  Everyone  is  looking  for  quality  gifts 

— and  you  can  get  them  from  Cokesbury! 

Write  for  your  free  copy  of  Cokesbury’s  Gift  Catalog  and 
also  Cokesbury's  Books  Catalog.  Both  are  available 
now — and  both  are  filled  with  unique  opportunities  for  you 
to  give  the  gifts  of  love,  joy,  and  understanding. 

WRITE  THE  COKESBURY  SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA: 


1661  N.  Northwest  Highway 
Park  Ridge.  IL  60068 


201  Eighth  Ave.,  South  1635  Adrian  Road 
RO.  Box  801  Burlingame.  CA  94010 

Nashville.  TN  37202 

For  personal  service,  phone  or  visit  your  Cokesbury  store! 

Order  toll  free:  1-800-672-1789.  CJse  your  Cokesbury  Account,  American  Express.  Visa,  or  i 
MasterCard.  Call  Monday-Friday,  8-4  Central  time  or  8-4  Pacific  time. 
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Discipleship  board  re-emphasizes  local  church  ties 

Stuff  and  directors  encouraged  to  serve  as  two-way 4 interpreters 


By  ROBERTA  A.  SAPPINGTON 


Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  Each  member  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  left  the  board’s  organ¬ 
izational  meeting  here  earlier  this  month 
with  a  small  white  towel  draped  over  one 
arm. 

Signifying  Christ’s  washing  the  feet  of 
the  disciples,  the  towels  were  to  be  re¬ 
minders  of  the  individuals’  roles  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  denomination’s  general  agen¬ 
cy  which  exists  solely  to  serve  local  con¬ 
gregations. 

Major  items  of  business  focused  on 
how  that  supportive  role  is  to  be  carried 
out  during  the  coming  four  years. 

A  proposal  which  one  board  member 
termed  “the  most  exciting  thing  I’ve 
heard  all  week’’  concerns  a  new  bi¬ 
monthly  periodical.  It  would  serve  the 
same  function  of  speaking  to  lay 
interests  that  The  Circuit  Rider  serves  in 
addressing  those  of  the  clergy.  The  pro¬ 
posed  publication  would  include  articles 
for  active  laypersons  on  topics  such  as 
stewardship,  worship,  lay  .  ministries, 
evangelization,  and  congregational 
development.  It  would  not  promote  any 
program  or  agency. 

If  the  proposed  publication  is  approved 


by  the  General  Council  of  Ministries  later 
this  month,  feasibility  studies,  market 
research,  and  design  work  on  it  will  be¬ 
gin.  It  would  be  offered  on  an  individual 
paid  subscription  basis.  No  publication 
date  was  mentioned. 

In  an  effort  to  strengthen  links  between 
the  Nashville-based  staff  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  local  congregations 
across  the  denomination,  the  board 
approved  a  one-year  pilot  program  to 
place  “interpreters”  in  two  of  the 
church’s  geographical  regions. 

This  move  is  in  response  to  requests 
from  grassroots  leaders  for  someone 
they  can  talk  to  regarding  Discipleship 
resources  and  services.  A  second  pur¬ 
pose  is  to  interpret  back  to  the  board’s 
staff  the  needs  of  local  churches  and 
annual  conferences. 

The  Rev.  Bervin  Caswell,  a  retired 
minister  residing  in  Abilene,  Texas,  is 
the  board’s  new  interpreter  in  the 
church’s  eight-state  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction.  In  January  retired  Bishop  Monk 
Bryan  of  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  will  be¬ 
gin  serving  the  same  function  in  the  nine- 

Discipleship  interpreters  for  the  other 


three  regions  may  be  named,  board  offi¬ 
cials  said,  if  the  program  proves  success¬ 
ful. 

A  related  concern  was  raised  that 
board  members  need  to  interpret 
Discipleship  resources  and  services  to 
their  conferences  and  local  churches. 
Likewise,  they  plan  to  listen  to  local 
church  needs  and  desires  and  to  report 
these  to  the  board's  staff. 

As  a  beginning  in  interpretation,  a 
representative  from  each  annual  con¬ 
ference  took  home  a  copy  of  a  half-hour 
videotaped  show  which  points  out  the 
need  of  the  laity  for  skills  to  share  their 
faith.  The  new  tape,  shown  at  the  board 
meeting,  was  well  received. 

Boston  Area  Bishop  George  W.  Ba- 
shore  was  elected  president  of  the 
Discipleship  board  for  this  quadrennium 
after  serving  as  vice  president  during  the 
past  four  years.  Bishop  Woodie  W.  White 
of  the  Illinois  Area  was  elected  vice 
president,  and  William  Arnold  Jr.,  a  lay¬ 
man  from  North  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  was 
elected  secretary, 
state  Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 

Three  new  staff  executives  were 


elected  by  the  board.  Following  a 
national  search,  Janice  T.  Grana  became 
the  first  woman  and  the  first  layperson  to 
be  elected  world  editor  of  The  Upper 
Room.  She  succeeds  Iowa  Area  Bishop 
Rueben  P.  Job,  who  was  elected  to  the 
episcopacy  earlier  this  year. 

Ms.  Grana  has  been  on  the  staff  of  the 
daily  devotional  guide  12  years,  the  last 
five  serving  as  associate  world  editor 
and  executive  director  of  publications. 
She  came  to  The  Upper  Room  staff  in 
1972  as  a  book  editor. 

Ms.  Grana  will  spend  her  first  month  in 
the  new  position  traveling  through 
Europe  to  be  in  dialogue  with  inter¬ 
national  editors  with  whom  she  said  she 
hopes  to  develop  a  closer  working 
relationship: 

The  new  editor  said  she  plans  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  diversification  to  include 
periodicals  and  books  on  spiritual  nur¬ 
ture. 

The  staff,  she  said,  is  exploring  a  jour¬ 
nal  of  spiritual  formation  and  a  devo¬ 
tional  magazine  for  youth.  They  are  also 
considering  a  Protestant  adaptation  of  a 
Catholic  spiritual  renewal  program  for 


local  churches. 

The  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox  was  promoted 
to  assistant  general  secretary  in  the 
board’s  section  on  evangelism.  He  fills 
the  vacancy  left  by  the  recent  election  to 
the  episcopacy  of  Bishop  Leontine  T.C. 
Kelly  of  the  San  Francisco  Area.  Dr.  Fox 
cited  a  statement  from  John  Wesley 
about  the  “doctrine,  spirit,  and  discipline 
with  which  they  (early  Methodists)  set 
out.”  He  told  the  Reporter:  “It  is  in  this 
area  that  we  will  focus  our  ministry.” 
Motivation  in  evangelism  will  be  a  pri¬ 
mary  concern, he  said. 

Dr.  Fox  had  been  executive  director  of 
preaching,  world  evangelism  and  con¬ 
gregational  development  in  the  board’s 
section  on  evangelism.  A  member  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  he  serves  as  its 
North  American  regional  secretary  for 
evangelism. 

The  Rev.  Alan  K.  Waltz  was  named  to  a 
new  position  on  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
as  associate  general  secretary.  Major 
responsibilities  will  involve  administra¬ 
tion  and  coordination  of  activities, 
including  the  new  jurisdictional  inter¬ 
preter  program. 


Dr.  Waltz  came  to  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  in  June  from  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  where  he  had 
served  as  associate  general  secretary 
since  1972. 

Other  actions  taken  or  underway- 
include: 

•  Plans  for  the  50th  anniversary  of 
The  Upper  Room  in  March  1985 ; 

•  Creation  of  a  preaching  program  to 
start  in  1986  under  the  Rev.  Michael  E. 
Williams,  staff  director  of  preaching- 
ministries,  to  offer  help  to  local  pastors 
in  ways  to  communicate  the  gospel, 
including  ways  to  include  children  in¬ 
worship  other  than  through  “children’s- 
sermons”; 

•  Publication  of  a  new  book  of  worship  in 
the  fall  of  1985; 

•  Adoption  of  a  service  to  youth  award 
for  local  church  recognition  of  adult  lead¬ 
ership  in  scouting  and  of  a  lapel  pin  for 
scouters  working  within  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church; 

•  Convening  by  mid-November  of  a 
committee  responsible  for  producing  a 
new  hymnal  for  the  church.  The  com¬ 
mittee  will  be  a  broadly  inclusive  group 
of  22  to  25  persons,  representatives  com¬ 
posed  of  the  denomination’s  varied  mem¬ 
bership  and  leadership. 


New  novel  ties  Francis  Asbury 
with  post-revolutionary  America 


SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  Methodist  circuit  riders 
gallop  out  of  the  past  in  the  pages  of  the 
new  novel,  “Riders  of  the  Long  Road,”  to 
be  published  this  fall  by  Doubleday  and 
Company. 

Author  Stephen  Bransford  says  he 
interwove  the  famous  preachers  with 
post-revolutionary  America  to  write  a 
historic  novel  with  a  spiritual  twist. 

“Riders  of  the  Long  Road”  is  the  story 
of  spiritual  conflict  and  reconciliation 
between  a  father  and  son,  says  Mr. 
Bransford.  The  two  principal  characters 
are  Silas  Will,  a  gun  and  Bible-toting 
Methodist  circuit  rider,  and  his  Harvard- 
educated,  illegitimate  son,  Jonanthan 
Barratt.  They  find  each  other  and  God  on 
horseback  as  they  trudge  through  the 
wilderness  of  Kentucky,  encountering  In¬ 
dians,  runaway  slaves,  outlaws  and  rus¬ 
tic  pioneer  families. 

This  is  the  first  novel  for  Mr. 
Bransford,  a  35-year-old  United  Method¬ 
ist  layman  at  Lovers  Lane  UMC  here  and 
an  Arizona  State  University  graduate 
with  a  degree  in  English. 

Writer  shares  his  faith 

He  says  he  targeted  the  book  to  a  se¬ 
cular,  non-religious  audience  to  share  his 
faith  with  non-believers.  Over  the  past 
nine  years  the  freelance  writer  had  con¬ 


centrated  on  religious  audiences,  writing 
and  producing  television  programming 
for  such  television  evangelists  as  Jim 
Bakker,  Oral  Roberts  and  James  Robi¬ 
son. 

According  to  Mr.  Bransford  the  novel 
started  out  as  a  screenplay  endorsed  by 
United  Methodism’s  Bicentennial 
Committee.  Endorsement  includes  re¬ 
cognition  of  his  work  as  an  official 
Bicentennial  project  to  be  backed  by  pro¬ 
motional  assistance,  from  denom¬ 
inational  agencies.  But  he  retains  title  to 
his  work. 

“I  sold  the  play  to  a  television  producer 
in  New  York.  When  it  appeared  nothing 
was  going  to  happen  with  that 
company,”  he  continued,  “I  called 
Doubleday  and  convinced  them  I  could 
rewrite  the  screenplay  into  a  book.” 

Mr.  Bransford  has  also  been  contacted 
by  at  least  three  motion  picture  pro¬ 
ducers  and  three  film  companies  in¬ 
terested  in  the  play.  “They  are  waiting  to 
see  the  response  of  the  public  and 
especially  United  Methodists  to  the 
book,”  he  said. 

Asbury  *s  “Journal”  influential 

Mr.  Bransford  admitted  that  during 
the  two  years  he  spent  researching 
Methodist  history  the  most  influential 
source  was  Francis  Asbury ’s  “Journal.” 

“When  I  read  Mr.  Asbury’s  statement, 
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‘I  fear  the  Devil  and  women  will  get  all 
my  preachers,’  I  began  to  look  for  all  the 
possible  reasons  behind  Asbury’s  private 
fears.  A  multi-tiered  drama  rose  as  I 
read  between  the  lines  of  the  amazing  do¬ 
cument,”  he  said.  “I  began  to  see  Asbury 
as  ‘father’  to  a  family  of  recruited  circuit 
riders. 

“1  used  Asbury  in  his  actual  historical 
context,”  he  added.  “The  social  conflicts 
that  I  wrote  about,  such  as  the  fighting 
between  the  Indians  and  the  settlers  re¬ 
sulted  from  my  research.” 

Reconstructing  lives  of  circuit  riders  is 
nothing  new  for  Mr.  Bransford.  In  1980  he 
worked  under  auspices  of  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference’s  tele¬ 
vision  committee  to  produce  a  series  of 
30-second  television  spots  on  circuit 
riders.  The  programs  won  an  American 
Advertising  Federation  award  for  ex¬ 
cellence  in  a  regional  campaign. 

As  a  youth  Mr.  Bransford  was  called  a 
“holy  roller”  because  of  his  Pentecostal 
upbringing.  In  1981  he  joined  the  United 
Methodist  Church  “because  I  like  the 
freedom  I  found  there.” 

“Through  projects  such  as  my  novel  I 
want  to  reach  people  who  are  in  spiritual 
need.  That’s  my  ministry. 

Common  denominator  found 

“In  order  to  do  that  you  have  to  be 
humbled  by  the  profound  experience  of 
conversion  and  relate  to  some  of  the 
simplest  common  denominators  in  hu¬ 
man  experience.  In  the  novel,  for 
example,  Silas  Will  was  converted  by 
Francis  Asbury  as  they  rode  the  moun¬ 
tain  trails  together.” 

Divorced  and  the  father  of  a  12-year- 
old  son,  Mr.  Bransford  is  a  native  of 
Oregon.  “Writing  ‘Riders  of  the  Long 
Road’  was  therapeutic  for  me,”  he 
admitted,  “because  it  involves  my 
family  history.” 

Mr.  Bransford  explained  that  the  two 
main  characters  were  inspired  by  his 
father,  a  former  Pentecostal  lay  preach¬ 
er  to  lumberjacks  in  Oregon,  and  his  bro¬ 
ther  (now  deceased),  who  was  a  “tough 
cowboy.” 


Black  college  presidents 
plan  ‘rigorous  campaign’ 


Stephen  Bransford 

“But  in  a  larger  sense,  Methodist 
history  is  also  ‘family’  history.  There 
was  a  turbulent  early  period  when 
American  Methodists  were  poor,  uned¬ 
ucated  and  extremely  pious.  They  were 
derided  as  ‘shouting  Methodists.’  They 
also  made  millions  of  converts,”  he 
added. 

He  said  his  research  showed  him  that 
some  descendants  of  the  pioneer  Method¬ 
ists  fled  from  what  they  considered 
religious  excesses  into  a  “liberal”  pur¬ 
suit  of  education,  community  standing 
and  humanitarianism. 

Methodists  lost  something 

“For  all  the  laudable  gains,”  he 
continued,”  it  seems  they  lost  something 
of  the  spirit  that  made  them  relevant  to 
the  deepest  human  needs. 

“American  Methodism  has  lost  more 
than  a  million  members  in  recent 
years,”  he  noted.  Methodists  are  not  only 
looking  forward  with  renewed  vision 
these  days  but  also,  in  their  Bicentennial 
year,  are  looking  back  to  see  if  there  is 
something  in  their  history  to  renew  them 
in  the  present. 

“  ‘Riders  of  the  Long  Road’  is  a  small 
part  of  that  looks  into  history,  revealing 
things  of  value  —  and,  most  certainly, 
some  things  better  left  behind.” 

“Riders  of  the  Long  Road”  will  be 
available  in  bookstores  in  November. 


From  United  Methodist 
News  Service 

NASHVILLE  —  The  presidents  of 
United  Methodism’s  12  historically  black 
colleges  say  they  will  launch  a  rigorous 
campaign  to  promote  their  schools  and 
garner  financial  support  from  annual 
conferences  and  other  sources. 

The  Council  of  Presidents,  an  affiliate 
of  the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  (BHEM),  set  up  a  committee  to 
examine  funding  and  possible 
endowment  and  to  report  their  findings 
to  the  presidents’  meeting  in  1985. 

Members  of  the  committee  are  the 
Rev.  John  Q.  Taylor  King,  president  of 
Huston-Tillotson  College,  Austin,  Texas; 
the  Rev.  Julius  Scott,  associate  general 
secretary,  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  and  the  Rev.  Richard  Cain, 
president  of  the  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont  (Calif.). 

After  a  lengthy  discussion  on  the 
financial  state  of  the  schools  and  of  the 
Black  College  Fund,  the  presidents, 
meeting  here  in  late  September, 
discussed  several  strategies.  They 


rejected  a  recommendation  that  the 
Black  College  Fund  be  placed  under  the 
World  Service  Fund,  saying  that  the 
colleges  would  have  more  visibility  if 
their  fund  is  separated  from  “the  hodge¬ 
podge”  of  World  Service  projects. 

Dr.  King  encouraged  presidents  and 
staff  members  at  the  board  and  in  the 
Black  College  Fund  office  to  work  with 
bishops  and  other  annual  conference 
officials  to  bolster  support  for  their 
schools  historically  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

“I  think  we’ve  reached  a  point  in  the 
church  where  the  Black  College  Fund 
has  become  a  major,  permanent  fund,’-’ 
he  said.  “We  help  bishops  and  conference 
people  understand  that  they  have  a  re- 
ponsibility  to  their  schools.” 

Reporting  on  the  work  of  her  office, 
Lina  McCord,  director  of  the  Black 
College  Fund,  said  the  office  is  producing 
a  videotape  which  explains  the  Black 
College  Fund,  gives  a  brief  history  of  the 
colleges,  and  features  interviews  with 
students  at  the  schools. 


Native  Americans  share 
with  UMC’s  ‘unity’  agency 


From  United  Methodist 
News  Service 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  -  Election  of  offi¬ 
cers,  dialogue  with  Native  Americans 
and  orientation  of  ne\V  members  occu¬ 
pied  the  United  Methodist  Commission 
on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns  when  it  met  here  barlier  this 
month. 

Bishop  Benjamin  R.  Oliphint,  episco¬ 
pal  leader  of  the  Houston  Area,  was  elec¬ 
ted  president.  Elected  to  a  second  term 
as  vice  president  was  Barbara  Thomp¬ 
son,  Washington,  civil  servant  active  in 
the  Baltimore  Annual  Conference  and  a 
former  member  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  Central  Committee.  Elise 
Penfield,  a  consultant  in  public  education 


the  church  today 
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Ebony  magazine  honors 
United  Methodist  pastor 
ATLANTA 
Ebony  Magazine  I 
has  chosen  Dr. 

Joseph  E.  Lowery 
as  one  of  America’s  [ 

15  greatest  black  | 
preachers. 

The  magazine  | 
honored  Dr.  Low¬ 
ery  in  its  Septem¬ 
ber  issue  when  it  | 
named  persons  the  Dr.  Lowery 
magazine’s  editor  and  religious  scholars 
say  “create  sermons  that  move  and  in¬ 
spire  and  teach  and  touch  the  lives  of 
black  people  in  every  American  hamlet 
or  urban  neighborhood.” 

For  16  years  Dr.  Lowery  has  pastored 
the  historic  Central  United  Methodist 
Church,  Atlanta’s  oldest  predominately 
black  United  Methodist  church.  He  is  co¬ 
founder  and  current  president  of  the 
Southern  Christian  Leadership  Con¬ 
ference. 

76  receive  scholarships 
in  Rio  Grande  conference 

AUSTIN,  Texas  —  This  fall,  76  min¬ 
isterial  scholarships  were  awarded  in  the 
Rio  Grande  conference  through  a  joint 
effort  between  the  conference  and  the 
Texas  Methodist  Foundation. 

Individual  scholarship  amounts 
ranged  from  $200  to  $275.  Scholarships 
awarded  this  fall  totaled  $16,437. 

Each  year,  the  Rio  Grande  conference 
is  granted  the  scholarship  money  by  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry’s  Ethnic  Minority  Scholarship 
Funds. 

Korean  attorney  to  receive 
Methodist  peace  award 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMNS)  - 
An  attorney  in  Seoul,  Korea,  who  has 


championed  the  cause  of  women  and  the 
poor  in  that  country  has  been  chosen  to 
receive  the  1984  World  Methodist  Peace 
Award. 

The  selection  of  Tai-Young  Lee  was 
announced  Oct.  9  by  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale, 
general  secretary  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  which  has  its  headquarters  here. 

Dr.  Hale  said  that  Dr.  Lee  has 
campaigned  for  the  restoration  of  demo¬ 
cracy  in  Korea  for  more  than  30  years. 
She  also  has  worked  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  human  rights  in  her  homeland 
and  “fearlessly  championed  the  cause  of 
the  poor,”  the  World  Methodist  executive 
added. 

Seminary  president 
to  resign  in  1985 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  -  Dr.  William  K. 
McElvaney,  president  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  St.  Paul  of  Theology  here 
since  1973,  has  announced  his  intention  to 
resign  effective  May  31, 1985. 

Dr.  McElvaney  is  only  the  second 
president  in  the  school’s  26-year  history. 
He  succeeded  Bishop  Don  W.  Holter 
following  the  latter’s  election  to  the 
episcopacy  in  1972. 

Dr.  McElvaney  did  not  announce  what 
he  plans  after  leaving  St.  Paul.  He  had 
served  pastorates  in  theftorth  Texas  An¬ 
nual  Conference  before  coming  to  the 
school  and  had  transferred  his  minister¬ 
ial  membership  to  the  Missouri  West  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

Japanese-American  UMs 
mark  church  centennial 

SAN  FRANCISCO  (UMNS)  - 
Japanese-American  United  Methodists 
vowed  to  continue  to  struggle  for  vitality 
of  their  ministry  when  they  celebrated 
their  church’s  centennial  here  in  late 
September. 


Marking  the  100th  anniversary  of  the 
appointment  of  Kanichi  Miyama,  the 
first  immigrant  Japanese-American 
Methodist  minister,  more  than  160  per¬ 
sons,  representing  Japanese-American 
UM  churches  across  the  United  States, 
gathered  at  Pine  United  Methodist 
Church.  It  is  the  oldest  Japanese-Ameri¬ 
can  church  in  the  denomination. 

The  weekend  was  packed  with  worship 
services,  small  group  meetings,  Bible 
studies,  devotionals,  panel  discussions  on 
historical  perspectives  on  future  needs, 
workshops  ranging  from  youth  minis¬ 
tries  to  proposal  writing  for  local 
churches,  and  business  sessions.  A  ban¬ 
quet  highlighted  the  assembly. 


in  Birmingham,  Ala.,  was  chosen  secre¬ 
tary. 

The  Rev.  Naomi  Southard,  staff  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  commission,  explained  that 
part  of  the  agency’s  mandate  was  to 
establish  relationships  with  people  of 
other  living  faiths.  “We  can’t  be  faithful 
to  our  mandate  to  work  for  the  oneness  of 
Christendom  and  humanity  without 
dialogue,”  she  said. 

To  orient  new  members  to  the  multi¬ 
faceted  work  of  the  commission,  the  Rev. 
Arthur  Landwehr  of  Evanston,  Ill.,  led  a 
discussion  of  the  program  inventory  and 
priorities  for  1981-84. 

Ms.  Thompson  gave  a  World  Council  of 
Churches  “vignette,”  explaining  how  the 
CBS-TV  program  “60  Minutes”  led  to  a 
“deluge”  of  correspondence  and  invi¬ 
tations  to  directors  to  speak  about  the 
WCC. 

Bishop  Oliphint  said  the  ultimate  result 
of  the  media  exposure  was  “good”  be¬ 
cause  “it  gave  us  an  opportunity  to  talk 
about  ecumenical  concerns  we  wouldn’t 
have  had  otherwise.”  However,  it  re¬ 
quired  $13,500  be  spent  in  three  and  a  half 
months  to  get  out  information  on  the 
WCC.  At  one  point  the  staff  was  answer¬ 
ing  100  letters  a  day,  he  said,  making  it 
necessary  to  cut  other  programs. 

The  Rev.  Robert  W.  Huston,  ecumeni¬ 
cal  officer  of  the  denomination  for  19 
years,  was  unanimously  nominated  as 
general  secretary  of  the  commission.  His 
name  will  go  to  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  for  election. 

The  appointment  of  three  associate 
general  secretaries  was  confirmed.  They 
are  the  Rev.  Warren  Jacobs,  the  Rev. 
Jeanne  Audrey  Powers  and  Ms.  Southard. 


Jury  indicts  UM  minister 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  -  The  Rev.  Nathaniel  T. 
Grady,  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  New  Rochelle,  N.Y.,  has 
been  indicted  on  42  counts  of  rape,  so¬ 
domy  and  sexual  abuse  by  a  Bronx 
County  grand  jury.  The  charges  involve 
alleged  assaults  on  six  children  ages 
three  and  four  at  a  Bronx  day  care  center 
located  in  a  church  where  Mr.  Grady  was 
formerly  pastor. 

Mr.  Grady,  48,  pleaded  innocent  to  the 
charge.  He  posted  the  $25,000  bond  Oct. 
12.  If  convicted,  he  faces  up  to  25  years  in 
prison  on  each  count,  according  to  a 
press  release  issued  by  the  Bronx  dis¬ 
trict  attorney’s  office.  His  next  court 
appearance  is  Oct.  31. 

Bishop  C.  Dale  White  of  the  New  York 
Area  said  he  was  “deeply  disturbed”  to 
learn  of  the  charges  involving  children 
enrolled  in  the  day  care  center  which  is. 
housed  in  the  Westchester  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  where  Mr.  Grady  was  pas¬ 
tor  until  last  June. 

The  New  York  conference  cabinet 
granted  Mr.  Grady’s  request  for  a  leave 


of  absence  for  the  duration  of  the  trial, 
but  the  request  is  subject  to  approval  by 
the  conference  board  of  ordained  minis¬ 
try. 

The  district  attorney’s  office  said  the 
complaints  against  Mr.  Grady  were 
based  on  the  complaints  of  six  children  at 
the  Westchester-Tremont  Day  Care  Cen¬ 
ter,  which  has  an  enrollment  of  190  . 

Mr.  Grady  is  also  a  plaintiff  in  a  $600 
million  civil  suit  filed  in  late  August. 
Other  plaintiffs  are  the  Westchester 
United  Methodist  Church  and  the  West¬ 
chester-Tremont  Community  Day  Care 
Center.  The  suit  charges  Mr.  Grady  with 
supervisory  responsibility  as  pastor  of 
the  church  during  the  period  of  the  al¬ 
leged  attacks.  The  center  is  funded  by  the 
Agency  for  Child  Development  of  New 
York  City’s  Human  Resources  Agency.  It 
rents  space  from  the  church. 

Mr.  Grady  was  a  minister  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church  be¬ 
fore  transferring  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  where  he  has  been  an  associate 
member  of  the  New  York  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  since  1967. 
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Native  Americans 

UMC  agency  learns  how  Indians  link  religion  with  all  of  life 


NEW  YORK  —  Steve  Allen  (left)  is  a  versatile  musician,  appearing  re¬ 
cently  with  Father  John  Catoir,  host  of  the  weekly  TV  series,  “Christopher 
Closeup.”  But  during  Thanksgiving  Mr.  Allen  will  also  appear  with  one  of 
drama’s  leading  ladies,  Helen  Hayes,  in  an  ecumenically-produced  story  of 
Christmas.  religious  news  service  photo 

Church-backed  holiday- 
special  features  two  stars 


By  FRANCES  S.  SMITH 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  “No  American 
Indian  language  contains  the  word  reli¬ 
gion.’  Life  and  religion  are  synonymous 
for  Native  Americans.  All  life  is  per¬ 
vaded  by  sacredness,"  the  Rev.  Naomi 
Southard  told  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns  meeting  here  Oct.  2-4. 

She  suggested  that  to  understand  tradi¬ 
tional  Native  American  religion  it  is 
necessary  to  look  at  culture,  and  she 
underlined  the  diversity  of  Indian  life, 
saying  each  tribe  is  unique,  with  its  own 
Language  and  culture. 

Ms.  Southard  was  introducing  a  discus¬ 
sion  on  Native  American  beliefs  and 
practices  as  part  of  an  ongoing  series  of 
dialogues  with  people  of  other  living  faith 
communities,  undertaken  as  part  of  the 
commission’s  mandate. 

Three  films,  two  panel  discussions,  a 
Native  American  meal,  participation  in  a 
church  service,  and  a  demonstration  of 
Indian  dancing  all  contributed  to  the 
commission’s  understanding  of  Native 
American  traditions. 

Two  films  help 

As  an  introduction,  the  commission 
viewed  the  films  “Sacred  Circle”  and 
“Sacred  Circle  Recovery."  They  learned 
that  everything  in  the  universe  revolves 
around  its  center,  which  is  the  Great 
Spirit  (God).  The  Spirit  is  the  source  of 
earth,  wind,  fire,  water.  The  Spirit 
always  works  in  circles:  the  seasons 
form  a  great  circle,  changing  yet  always 
coming  back  to  where  they  were. 

.  Everything  was  created  with  a  pur¬ 
pose,  said  the  films:  “We  must  respect 
all  things  of  the  creation  and  learn  as 
much  as  we  can  about  them. " 

'  The  Rev.  Harrell  Davis,  a  Presbyter¬ 
ian  minister  with  a  Sioux-Choctaw  back¬ 
ground,  said  his  parents  and  grandpar¬ 
ents  had  taught  him  that  sweetgrass, 
cedar  and  sage  are  objects  set  apart  by 
the  Great  Mystery  (God)  to  be  used  in 
religious  ceremonies.  When  burned  they 
smell  good,  he  said,  and  “the  spirits  like 
it  and  come  around."  He  explained  that 
the  four  directions  of  the  compass  are  as¬ 
sociated  with  four  spirits. 

From  the  films,  commission  members 
learned  that  the  sacred  rites  of  the  sun- 
dance  are  considered  by  Native  Amer¬ 
icans  a  sacrificial  rite  of  renewal  or  re¬ 
birth.  And  the  sacred  sweat  lodges  are 
places  of  purification  and  healing. 
“When  the  Canadian  government  out¬ 
lawed  the  sundance  under  the  influence 
of  missionaries,"  said  one  film,  “it  left  a 
wound  that  remains  to  this  day.  The  ties 
to  the  sacred  circle  had  been  cut." 

Sharing  his  own  experience,  Mr.  Davis 
said  he  had  a  “natural”  understanding  of 
God  when  he  was  7  years  old.  At  age  11  he 
stood  before  what  seemed  “thousands  of 
people"  and  professed  his  faith  in  Jesus 

Author  sees 
computers  as 
anti-privacy 

From  United  Methodist 
News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  Unless  laws  are  written 
now  to  protect  individual  Americans 
against  the  invasion  of  their  privacy, 
computers  could  usher  in  a  powerful  po¬ 
lice  state. 

That  chilling  prediction  was  made  here 
recently  by  an  investigative  reporter  for 
The  New  York  Times  who  gave  the  sec¬ 
ond  annual  Ethics  in  Telecommunica¬ 
tions  Lecture  honoring  Everett  C.  Park¬ 
er,  retired  executive  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  Office  of  Communica¬ 
tion. 

David  Burnham,  a  reporter  for  The 
,  Times  since  1967  and  author  of  a  recent 
book  entitled  “The  Rise  of  the  Computer 
State,”  told  his  audience  here  at  the  In¬ 
terchurch  Center  that  large  computers  in 
the  hands  of  public  and  private  institu¬ 
tions  threaten  to  undermine  representa¬ 
tive  democracy  and  the  basic  values  of 
American  life. 

By  1990,  he  said,  there  will  be  300,000 
large  computer  installations  across  the 
nation  collecting  and  storing  information 
about  every  aspect  of  the  individual  life. 
That  number  does  not  include  the  smal¬ 
ler  personal  computers  and  word  proces¬ 
sors. 

Pointing  to  the  truism  that  “informa¬ 
tion  is  power,”  he  said  the  effect  is  that 
“those  who  control  and  manipulate  large 
amounts  of  information  are  more  power¬ 
ful  than  those  who  control  less  informa¬ 
tion.” 

Adding  to  this  another  truism  that 
“power  corrupts,”  he  said  the  very  foun¬ 
dation  of  American  democracy  is  threat¬ 
ened.  As  an  illustration,  he  said  large  as¬ 
sociations  and  corporations  make  their 
•computer  mailing  lists  available  to  politi¬ 
cians  who  support  their  particular  point 
of  view,  giving  the  incumbent  an  edge  at 
•election  time.  He  also  said  congressper- 
sons  have  access  to  financial  subsidies 
that  give  them  advantages  over  chal¬ 
lengers  because  they  have  computer 
technology  which  leads  to  information 
which  leads  to  power. 

\  He  decried  the  lack  of  legislation  pro¬ 
tecting  individual  citizens.  A  major  prob¬ 
lem  cited  is  the  use  of  information  col¬ 
lected  on  an  individual  for  one  purpose 
f)y  another  group  for  an  entirely  different 
purpose.  Information  collected  when  an 
individual, applies  for  a  home  mortgage 
is  commohly  used  by  other  groups,  he 
said. 

A  journalist  since  1958,  Mr.  Burnham 
has  worked  with  United  Press  Interna¬ 
tional,  Newsweek,  and  CBS. 


Christ.  While  he  was  nurtured  in  a  com¬ 
munity  of  faith,  he  said,  God  gave  the 
revelation. 

Belief  in  one  God  declared 

“The  medicine  man  says  there  is  one 
God,"  he  continued.  “Christianity  and 
Judaism  say  the  same  thing."  Mr.  Davis 
is  executive  director  of  the  Native  Amer¬ 
ican  Theological  Association. 

To  learn  how  Christian  Native  Amer¬ 
icans  have  appropriated  some  tradi¬ 
tional  symbols  for  Christian  purposes, 
commission  members  worshipped  using 
portions  of  the  1981  World  Day  of  Prayer 
service  written  by  Christian  American 
Indian  Women.  It  utilized  the  circle  with 
a  cross  in  it  and  the  four  directions. 

After  praying  facing  East,  “the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  rising  sun  from  whence  comes 
wisdom  and  knowledge,"  participants 
faced  a  center  point,  recalling  that 
“Christ  is  the  center  of  creation,  the  cen- 


Dear  Deborah: 

Three  years  ago  my  mother  and  father 
were  divorced.  I  was  19  at  the  time,  my 
brother  was  16.  He  stayed  with  my 
mother,  but  I,  of  course,  was  off  to  col¬ 
lege  and  spent  summers  working  at  a 
camp  or  with  my  dad.  I  knew  why  my 
folks  divorced  because  I  saw  my  mother 
carrying  on  with  another  man  (perhaps  I 
should  say  boy,  as  he  was  my  own  age). 
This  angered  me  so  that  I  have  never 
been  able  to  forgive  her  or  even  speak  to 
her  in  a  civil  way. 

My  dad  has  encouraged  me  to  make  it 
up  with  my  mother  and  spend  more  time 
with  my  brother,  too.  I  just  can’t  make 
myself  do  it.  I  have  prayed  about  this  a 
lot  but  it  doesn’t  help.  Does  this  mean 
that  God  is  on  my  side  in  this?  Is  the  way 
I  feel  part  of  her  punishment  from  God? 
But  would  God  want  to  punish  my  inno¬ 
cent  brother  in  this  way?  I  feel  very 
mixed  up.  I  would  like  to  hear  what  you 
think. 

Tommy 


“How  To  Live  With  A  Single  Parent,” 
by  Sara  Gilbert.  Lothrop.  Lee  and  Shep¬ 
ard,  New  York,  1982,  paperback,  128  p. 

By  CAROLE  C.  DEILY 
Do  you  need  this  book  at  your  house?  If 
you  are  a  single  parent  raising  teen¬ 
agers,  you  do  —  and  they  do.  Like  a  mir¬ 
ror,  the  book  reflects  back  the  feelings 
that  single-parent  teens  are  sure  to  expe¬ 
rience.  Briefly  but  sensitively,  problems 
are  pointed  out  and  dealt  with,  so  that 
changes  can  be  made  for  the  better. 

The  author  grew  up  in  a  single-parent 
family.  In  preparation  for  writing  this 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Rejoice,  ye  pure  in  heart, 
Rejoice,  give  thanks,  and 
sing; 

Your  glorious  banner  wave  on 
high. 

The  cross  of  Christ  your  King. 
Rejoice,  rejoice, 

Rejoice,  give  thanks  and  sing. 

Annual  choral  festivals  have  long  been 
a  tradition  in  many  magnificent  cathe¬ 
drals  in  England.  Choirs  from  neighbor¬ 
ing  communities  would  join  together, 
and  the  sound  of  the  music  was  an  experi¬ 
ence  to  remember. 

The  distinguished  Anglican  clergyman 
Edward  H.  Plumptre  wrote  “Rejoice.  Ye 
Pure  in  Heart"  in  1865  for  such  a  festival 
at  the  Cathedral  at  Peterborough.  Eng¬ 
land.  Begun  in  the  12th  century,  Peter¬ 
borough  Cathedral  is  an  important 
example  of  late  Norman  architecture. 
The  painted  ceiling,  dating  from  about 
1220,  and  the  Hedda  Stone,  black  stone 
with  figures  of  the  apostles  in  relief,  are 
among  the  interesting  features  there. 

Plumptre’s  hymn  was  ten  stanzas  long 
to  accommodate  the  long  processional  in 
the  Cathedral.  It  is  not  unusual  for  a  ca- 


tral  reality  of  God’s  plan  for  the  world, 
the  central  reality  of  our  lives  as 
Christians." 

The  Rev.  Bob  Pinezaddleby,  pastor  of 
Angie  Smith  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Oklahoma  City,  said  his  great¬ 
grandfather  had  been  a  war  chief  of  the 
Kiowa  Tribe,  but  the  time  came  when  he 
saw  the  futility  of  this  way  of  life  and 
said,  “I’m  going  to  walk  the  Jesus  road." 

Mr.  Pinezaddleby  said  he  received  reli¬ 
gious  training  at  the  government  school 
in  Lawton,  Okla.  There  he  heard  about 
Jesus  Christ.  “Something  took  hold,"  he 
said,  and  he  became  a  Christian 
minister. 

The  pastor  challenged  the  mission¬ 
aries’  view  that  Native  Americans  were 
savages  who  had  no  values  and  thus 
should  be  exterminated.  "Native  Amer¬ 
icans  say  God  is  the  most  important  be¬ 
ing  in  grasping  the  meaning  of  exis¬ 
tence,"  he  said. 


Dear  Tommy: 

I  understand  your  bitterness  — 
you  have  experienced  a  serious 
trauma  and  it  is  good  that  you  are 
trying  to  think  it  all  through  and  find 
solutions  to  your  problems.  Parents 
make  mistakes,  sometimes  terrible 
mistakes  that  shatter  our  faith  in 
them.  God  revealed  to  us  in  Jesus 
Christ  that  we  are  to  forgive  even 
our  enemies;  this  includes  surely 
our  parents.  How  to  forgive? 

You  say  you  have  prayed  a  lot. 
Prayer  without  appropriate  action 
is  inadequate.  As  you  pray,  also 
move  toward  reconciliation,  first 
with  your  brother,  then  with  your 
mother.  God  is  not  on  either  side  in 
this  conflict.  God  is  FOR  both  of  you 
—  God  is  LOVE.  He  is  love  incar¬ 
nate,  unstinting,  forever. 

How  about  spending  enough  time 
with  your  brother  so  that  you  two 


book,  she  learned  the  stories  of  hundreds 
of  single-parent  teens  through  interviews 
and  questionaires.  A  young  person 
cannot  feel  alone  after  reading  so  many 
other  young  people’s  experiences. 

The  teen  years  present  special  prob¬ 
lems  to  the  young  person  in  a  single-par¬ 
ent  home.  The  author  points  out,  “In 
part,  this  is  because  money  and  sexual  ac¬ 
tivity  had  for  the  first  time  become  real 
matters  of  concern  to  them.  In  addition, 
greater  maturity  and  understanding  of 
their  lives  had  brought  them  new  ques¬ 
tions  and  worries." 

In  the  first  chapter,  “Weathering  the 


thedral  processional  to  take  10  to  30  min¬ 
utes,  and  the  hymn  sung  by  both  the 
choirs  and  the  congregation  needed 
enough  stanzas  for  this. 

A  review  of  a  hymn  published  more 
than  30  years  ago  included  a  comment 
that  some  of  the  processional  hymns  at 
the  end  of  the  hymnal  were  so  long  that 
no  doubt  some  of  the  congregation  would 
need  to  walk  about  in  order  to  keep 
awake. 

Ordained  in  the  Church  of  England  in 
1846,  Plumptre  soon  won  fame  as  a  scho¬ 
lar,  theologian  and  preacher.  He  was  one 
of  the  most  respected  clergyman  of  his 
day,  and  his  literary  writings  include 
classic  literature,  history,  theology,  bib¬ 
lical  criticism,  biography,  and  poetry. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Old  Testament 
committee  for  the  Revision  of  the  Autho¬ 
rized  Version  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

In  our  hymnals  today,  only  four  or  five 
stanzas  of  Plumptre’s  original  ten  stan¬ 
zas  may  be  found.  The  lines  clearly  re¬ 
flect  the  Apostle  Paul’s  exhortation  to  the 
church  at  Philippi,  “Rejoice  in  the  Lord 
always,  and  again  I  say,  rejoice.”  (Phil. 
4:4) 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"A  Mighty  Fortress  Is  Our  God" 


Discussing  how  Christianity  is  shaVed 
with  Native  Americans,  Carol  Colley,  a 
Wasco-Eastern  Cherokee  on  the  commis¬ 
sion  who  served  as  panel  moderator,  said 
Indians  are  first  members  of  a  family.  If 
a  person  is  asked  whether  he  believes  in 
Jesus  as  his  personal  savior,  that  sepa¬ 
rates  the  individual  from  the  group. 

Family  comes  first 

The  Rev.  Harry  Long,  who  has  a  street 
and  prison  ministry  in  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  ex¬ 
plained  that  he  sits  with  street  people  and 
when  they  pass  the  bottle  of  wine,  he  as  a 
reformed  alcoholic  refuses  it.  When  they 
say,  “What’s  the  matter?  Indians  don’t 
behave  like  that,"  he  has  an  opportunity 
to  tell  his  story.  “I  use  street  language  to 
say  Christ  is  the  way,”  he  added. 

Oren  Lyons,  chief  of  the  Onondaga  Na¬ 
tion  and  professor  of  American  studies  at 
the  State  University  of  New  York  at  Buf¬ 
falo,  said  that  despite  the  “onslaught  of 
assimilation,"  his  nation  has  survived 
for  more  than  490  years  as  a  distinct,  cul¬ 
turally  viable  entity.  Members  carry 
their  own  passports  to  22  countries.  No 
state  or  federal  police  are  permitted  on 
their  upstate  New  York  reservation,  for 
the  chiefs  are  the  only  authority. 

Mr.  Lyons  said  his  is  a  ma trilineal  cul¬ 
ture  in  which  the  woman  is  the  central 
figure,  the  clan  mother.  She  chooses  the 
chief,  although  the  clan  must  agree.  She 
brings  her  candidate  to  the  50  chiefs  of 
the  six-nation  Iroquois  Confederacy.  “All 
our  chiefs  are  peace  chiefs,"  he  added. 
To  be  a  chief  one  cannot  have  committed 
murder  or  a  crime  against  a  woman  or 
child.  Nor  can  he  be  a  Christian. 

Noting  his  nation  is  fortunate  in  inhab¬ 
iting  an  industrial  state,  so  its  members 
can  be  employed  as  bus  drivers,  iron 
workers  and  in  other  types  of  work  Mr. 
Lyons  said  there  is  still  a  problem.  “Our 
lands  have  shrunk.  Land  was  illegally 
taken  from  us.  We  need  more  land.  Now 
is  the  time  to  sit  down  and  negotiate  the 
enlargement  of  lands. 

The  commission  is  planning  a  national 
consultation  on  Native  American  reli¬ 
gious  concerns  for  1985. 


can  talk  things  through  —  the  expe¬ 
rience  you  have  had  in  relating  to 
both  your  mother  and  father?  You 
can  be  of  help  to  one  another.  Let 
him  know  you  are  through  with  your 
bitterness,  or  sincerely  wish  to  be, 
so  he  will  not  need  to  be  protective  of 
your  mother  and  therefore  defen¬ 
sive  with  you. 

Many  young  people  have  been  de¬ 
prived  of  a  parent  by  death,  but  you 
still  have  your  mother  and  there  is 
time  to  be  with  her  and  love  and  be 
loved  by  her.  Take  the  initiative; 
reach  out  to  her. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 
orah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write: 
"Dear  Deborah,"  P.  O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


explored 

Storm,"  common  early  reactions  to 
losing  a  parent,  either  through  divorce  or 
death,  are  presented  such  as  anger,  fear, 
guilt,  feeling  cheated,  grief  and  sadness, 
or  relief  at  an  end  to  tension.  The  author 
asks  the  reader.  “Did  you  feel  this 
emotion?"  and  “How  did  you  deal  with 
it?"  She  encourages  expressing  any  re¬ 
maining  repressed  feelings,  which  will 
free  the  young  person  to  move  on  with  his 
life. 

Ms.  Gilbert  compares  adjustment  to 
living  with  a  single  parent  to  a  puzzle 
with  lots  of  pieces.  Sorting  them  out 
takes  thought  and  time,  perhaps  several 
years.  Changes  in  living  arrangements, 
household  responsibilities,  closeness  to 
relatives,  economic  problems,  lack  of 
privacy,  finding  time  with  the  busy 
parent,  blurring  of  roles,  and  other  prob¬ 
lems  are  considered.  The  author  gives 
helpful  guidelines,  checklists  and  ques¬ 
tions  to  ask  oneself. 

This  is  definitely  a  book  with  great 
reader  involvement.  Also  dealt  with  are 
more  difficult  problems  such  as  being  a 
pawn  in  a  struggle  between  divorced  par¬ 
ents  and  how  to  consider  moving  out  if 
one  feels  too  unhappy  to  stay. 

To  many  people,  “double  standard" 
refers  to  male  vs.  female  rules  for  social 
and  sexual  conduct.  The  double  standard 
in  single-parent  homes  concerns  what 
the  parent  may  do  as  compared  with 
what  the  teenager  may  do.  This  delicate 
area  is  discussed  in  the  chapter.  “Going 
Out  and  Staying  Over."  Being  honest, 
open  and  trusting  is  recommended  in 
trying  to  keep  conflict  to  a  minimun. 

The  author  cautions  against  self-pity. 
She  recommends  learning  to  enjoy  life 
and  doing  things  that  promote  self-es¬ 
teem.  She  shows  the  reader  how  to  distin¬ 
guish  between  phony  fears  and  real  wor¬ 
ries  and  how  to  do  something  about  the 
latter  by  becoming  better  informed.  She 
stresses  the  importance  of  open  lines  of 
communication  between  parent  and  teen 
and  of  trying  to  adjust  to  each  other’s 
point  of  view. 

A  special  chapter  for  parents  is  in¬ 
cluded. 

Ms ^  Deily  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Plano,  Texas,  and  a  frequent  reviewer 
for  the  Reporter. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  Helen  Hayes  and  Steve 
Allen’s  Christmas  radio  program  last 
year  was  so  well  received  by  radio  sta¬ 
tions  and  the  public,  that  the  two  enter¬ 
tainers  are  returning  with  a  church-spon¬ 
sored  Thanksgiving  special. 

Called  “The  Great  American  Feast,” 
the  program  mixes  Pilgrims  and  turkey 
with  brief  glimpes  of  modern-day  refu¬ 
gees  and  struggling  farmers.  It  con¬ 
cludes  with  a  “Prayer  of  Thanks  for  the 
Big  and  Small,"  which  sets  the  holiday  in 
proper  perspective. 

This  is  the  second  production  of  Sand- 
Castles  International,  the  ecumenical 
media  cooperative  that  made  last  year’s 
award-winning  “The  Christmas  Con¬ 
nection." 

Like  “The  Christmas  Connection,"  the 
new  Thanksgiving  program  is  not  overtly 
evangelistic,  according  to  Shirley  Whip¬ 
ple  Struchen  of  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications.  But  it  embodies  the  reli¬ 
gious  values  of  caring,  sharing  and  prais¬ 
ing  God  for  simple,  everyday  joys  and  for 
people  who  make  life  more  human. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  -  A  theme 
and  other  program  details  for  the  1986 
World  Methodist  Conference  in  Nairobi, 
Kenya,  have  been  approved  by  the  exe¬ 
cutive  committee  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council. 

The  conference,  and  concurrent  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  council  and  related  bodies, 
will  be  the  first  in  the  Southern  hemi¬ 
sphere  in  the  105-year  history  of  the 
World  Methodist  movement,  according 
to  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  general  secretary 

“Christ  Jesus:  God’s  ‘Yes'  for  the 
World!"  has  been  chosen  as  the  theme 
for  the  July  24-29  conference.  Each  of  the 
four  days  of  the  meeting  will  have  a  spe¬ 
cial  focus  related  to  the  theme,  said  the 
Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam  of  Memphis,  Tenn., 
who  chairs  the  program  committee. 

Several  events  connected  with  the  set¬ 
ting  in  Kenya  have  been  planned.  One 
worship  event  will  be  held  in  a  public 
park. 

World  Methodist  Conferences  are  neiu 
at  five-year  intervals.  The  1981  sessions 
in  Honolulu  were  attended  by  more  than 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE  —  The  role  of  the  church 
in  aiding  political  refugees  from  South 
and  Central  America  —  even  when  it 
means  defying  U.S.  Government  policy 
—  continues  to  emerge  as  an  issue  among 
United  Methodists  across  the  nation. 

A  refugee  family  of  three  from  Guate¬ 
mala  was  welcomed  by  the  Germantown, 
Pa.,  area  during  a  recent  special  service 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
city.  On  hand  were  700  persons  including 
United  Methodists,  Roman  Catholics  and 
Quakers. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  F.  Herbert 
Skeete,  guest  speaker,  told  the  assembly 
that  the  church’s  activity  in  giving  sanc¬ 
tuary  to  refugees  was  following  “Christ’s 
marching  orders." 

The  Rev.  Theodore  W.  Loder,  senior 
pastor  of  the  church,  said  the  decision  to 
offer  public  sanctuary  was  not  taken 
lightly  but  followed  a  year  of  prayer, 
study  and  research. 

He  said  approximately  150  congrega¬ 
tions  have  declared  sanctuary  to  refu¬ 
gees  although  U.S.  law  calls  for  fines 


Steve  Allen  shares  his  home  and  his 
culinary  and  musical  skills,  while  Helen 
Hayes  reads  an  ancient  Jewish  legend  of 
two  brothers  surprised  by  sharing. 

National  Public  Radio  has  agreed  to 
transmit  the  programs  via  satellite  and 
use  it.  Ms.  Struchen  said. 

Last  year  “The  Christmas  Connec¬ 
tion”  in  its  hour-long  form  was  aired  by 
more  than  800  radio  stations,  including  33 
of  the  50  major  markets.  It  won  the  Angel 
Award  from  Religion  in  Media.  In  this 
year’s  shorter  version  Mr.  Allen  uses  his 
music  to  focus  on  “going  home  for  Christ¬ 
mas”  and  memories  of  a  favorite  Christ¬ 
mas.  Ms.  Hayes  reads  the  story  of  the 
first  Christmas  from  Luke’s  gospel 
SandCastles  International  involved 
Presbyterians,  Roman  Catholics,  Amer¬ 
ican  Lutherans,  United  Methodists,  Men- 
nonites,  Disciples  of  Christ,  the  Protes¬ 
tant  Radio-TV  Center  in  Atlanta  and 
Church  Women  United. 

United  Methodist  Communications 
contributed  $2,000  and  Ms.  Struchen's 
time  as  publicity  coordinator. 


3,400  persons. 

Meetings  scheduled  in  conjunction 
with  the  conference  include  those  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  World  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Methodist  Women,  and  consulta¬ 
tions  on  family  life,  social  and  interna¬ 
tional  affairs,  theological  education,  and 
worship. 

Approval  of  the  preliminary  details  for 
the  1986  meetings  was  a  major  item  for 
the  World  Methodist  Council  (WMC) 
Executive  Committee  Sept.  24-28  in 
Frankfurt,  Germany. 

Other  actions  included  approving  in 
principle  the  draft  of  a  “World  Methodist 
Social  Affirmation.”  The  document  will 
be  given  further  study  by  WMC  member 
bodies  and  presented  to  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Conference  in  Nairobi. 

Bishop  Arthur  F.  Kulah  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Liberia  asked  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee  members  to  do  all  they 
can  to  bring  pressures  on  the  military 
government  of  his  country  to  halt  what 
he  said  is  the  disturbing  number  of  ar¬ 
rests,  disappearances  and  persecutions 
of  citizens. 


from  $2,000  to  $10,000  and  five  years  in 
jail  for  each  person  aided. 

Central  figures  at  the  evening  service 
were  Joel,  25,  wearing  a  wide-brimmed 
Guatemalan  straw  hat  and  wearing  a 
green  bandana  over  his  face;  Gabriela, 
19,  wearing  a  navy  blue  bandana  over 
her  face;  and  three-year-old  Lucy. 

Joel  walked  barefoot  to  the  platform. 
Through  an  interpreter  he  told  about 
years  of  abuse  his  people  had  taken  from 
the  government  of  the  rich,  whose  death 
squads  and  secret  army  tortured  individ¬ 
uals  and  wiped  out  entire  villages. 

Joel  said  he  was  marked  for  death  be¬ 
cause  he  was  a  student  and  labor  leader 
openly  critical  of  governmental  policies. 

“If  you  are  one  twig,  someone  can 
break  you,”  he  said.  “If  you  are  10  twigs 
together,  you  cannot  be  broken.” 

Each  member  of  the  audience  had 
been  given  a  twig  upon  entering  the 
church.  Singing  a  song,  “It  Could  Have 
Been  Me,"  the  participants  filed  by  Joel 
and  Gabriela  and  dropped  their  twigs  in¬ 
to  woven  baskets.  The  service  ended  with 
the  final  chorus.  “If  you  can  live  for  free¬ 
dom,  we  can  too.” 


American  Indians,  as 
pictured  here  participat¬ 
ing  in  a  tribal  rite,  find 
renewed  strength  in  pride 
of  heritage  and  also,  for 
many  of  them,  in  their 
Christian  faith.  The 
United  Methodist  General 
Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns  recently 
explored  the  religious 
faith  of  native  Americans 
(see  related  story). 
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An  Institution  of  Christian  Care 

4021  Cadillac  Street,  New  Orleans,  La.  701 22 


Bishop  Underwood  consecrated  the  home. 


From  The  Bishop 

“For  over  a  hundred  years  the 
Lafon  Home  has  served  persons 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Great  Physician.  What  a 
marvelous  history,  and  now,  the 
heritage  is  ours. 

I  urge  each  of  us  to  support 
with  our  prayers,  and  our  gifts, 
this  ministry  made  for  us,  and 
by  us,  and  in  Christ's  name." 

—Bishop  Walter  Underwood 


A  resident  is  greeted  by  Moses  Jackson. 
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The  nurses’  station. 


Launching  The  Lafon  Home 


Al  Norris  and  Stone  Caraway  at  the  The  Brooks  United  Methodist  Choir, 

podium. 


Bill  Blakely  reads  the  scripture. 


A  bright  and  adequate  room. 


From  the 
President  of  The 
Lafon  Home  Board 

The  Lafon  Home  is  a  nursing 
facility  with  a  history  of  110 
years.  After  some  set-backs,  the 
campaign  to  rebuild  picked  up 
momentum  in  1979.  With 
Congresswoman  Lindy  Boggs' 
assistance,  an  Urban  De¬ 
velopment  Action  Grant  was 
received,  along  with  many 
contributions,  and  the  new 
facility  became  a  reality  . 

We  earnestly  and  sincerely 
solicit  your  continued  support 
for  this  renewed  ministry  of 
Christian  care. 

—Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker 


From  the  Administrator 

What  a  glorious  day  for  the  entire  Lafon  community  when 
we  were  officially  licensed  by  the  state  of  Louisiana  to 
commence  operation  of  our  Intermediate  Care  facility. 

After  many  long  years  of  endeavors,  which  consisted  of 
planning,  studying,  designing,  and  construction,  the  dream  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  has  finally  manifested  itself.  Through  the 
board’s  actions,  the  Lafon  facility  is  enabled  to  offer  the 
optimum  environment  in  health  care  to  each  patient. 

The  staff  is  equipped  to  give  eighty  nine  residents  twenty- 
four  hour  care  on  a  daily  basis.  These  highly  qualified 
individuals  include  a  certified  administrator,  a  director  of 
nursing,  who  is  a  licensed  registered  nurse,  registered  nurses, 
licensed  practical  nurses,  a  dietician,  an  executive  house¬ 
keeper,  a  social  worker,  and  a  patient  activity  coordinator.  In 
addition  to  the  present  staff,  there  are  also  three  physicians 
which  include  a  general  practitioner,  a  heart  specialist,  and  a 
dentist. 

The  residents  themselves  have  a  full  schedule  of  activities 
under  the  direction  of  the  program  activity  coordinator.  The 
activities  range  from  sewing  to  bingo.  Furthermore,  the 
patients  have  accessibility  to  beauty  salon  services,  a 
therapist,  and  a  chapel. 

Although  we  have  only  operated  for  a  short  period  of  time, 
the  Lafon  Home  looks  forward  to  expanding  its  services.  The 
ground  work  has  been  laid  and  will  continue  to  grow  in  offering 
better  care  to  the  patients  daily. 

— Edward  J.  Lang 


Distinguished  guests  present. 


Lindy’s  daughter,  Barbara 
Sigmund,  spoke  for  her  mother. 


-Enclosed  is  my  contribution  of _ 

for  the  operation  of  The  Lafon  Home 

-Please  send  me  more  information  about  the 
Lafon  Home: 


The  Lafon  Home 
4021  Cadillac  Street 
New  Orleans,  La.  70122 
L _ 
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By  ALBERT  TRICKETT 
Ephesians  5:21-33,  6:1-4 

How  does  a  couple  build  a  Christian 
home  for  themselves  and  for  the  children 
they  might  have?  Some  "modern” 
families  opt  for  a  democratic  system  of 
making  decisions.  One  such  family  voted 
on  practically  everything  they  did  but 
with  a  strange  twist.  The  father  agreed  to 
let  his  wife  and  their  two  children  vote 
but  he  also  claimed  for  himself  two  votes. 
Therefore,  all  he  had  to  do  to  "swing  the 
election”  was  to  convince  only  one  of  the 
other  three  to  vote  with  him. 

Though  we  are  a  democratic  people 
and  though  I  strongly  affirm  the 
democratic  ethic,  I  question  the  wisdom 
of  letting  little  children  vote  on  serious 
matters  beyond  their  understanding. 
Paul  must  have  agreed  for  he  stipulated 
that  the  husband  must  be  the  head  of  the 
house  (his  wording  "head  of  the  wife”) 
and  that  the  children  be  obedient  to  their 
parents. 

Paul  knew  that  Christian  homes  could 
be  built  only  by  persons  who  knew,  loved 
and  obeyed  Christ.  Christians  should  be 
willing  to  defer  to  others  and  forego  their 
own  desires  out  "of  reverence  for 
Christ."  The  idea  of  a  Christian 
fellowship  or  home  should  be  mutual 
subordination.  Wives  should  be  subject  to 
their  husbands  not  out  of  fear  or  a  feeling 
of  inferiority  but  because  THE 
HUSBAND  is  the  "head  of  the  wife  as 
Christ  is  the  head  of  the  church  ...”  In 
other  words,  out  of  respect  for  his 
position  and  the  symbolism  it  projects. 
On  the  other  side  of  the  coin,  husbands 
should  love  their  wives  "as  their  own 
bodies,”  i.e.,  as  much  as  they  loved 
themselves. 

In  the  sixth  chapter,  Paul  deals  with 
parent-child  relationships,  telling  the 
children  to  "obey  your  parents"  and,  at 
the  same  time,  telling  the  fathers,  "do 
not  provoke  your  children  to  anger,  but 
bring  them  up  in  the  discipline  and 
instruction  of  the  Lord."  In  other  words, 
discipline  in  the  home  (as  in  the 
fellowship)  must  conform  to  the  will  of 
the  Lord. 


It  seems  to  me  that  we  all  learn  from 
experience.  Each  of  us  has  been  a  child 
under  the  care  of  some  parent(s)  or 
guardian(s).  And  each  of  us  has  had 
some  moment  in  our  family  experience 
which  has  led  us  to  question  the  wisdom 
or  fairness  of  our  parent  (s ) .  Most  of  us  as 
youngsters  think  our  parents  are  so 
ignorant!  They  make  decisions  for  us 
that  are  so  stupid!!  It’s  only  when  we 
mature  and,  perhaps,  have  children  of 
our  own  that  we  begin  to  fully  appreciate 
what  they  did  and  who  they  were  during 
those  "growing  up”  years. 

So,  we  want  to  have  a  Christian  home 
...  we  definitely  need  the  Lord’s  help  for 
daily  living.  We  need  his  help  to  live 
productively,  cooperatively  and  lovingly 
in  families.  The  most  important 
motivating  force  which  leads  us  to  this 
Christian  family  relationship  is  love. 
There  must  be  love  in  any  family.  We 
must  prioritize  our  lives  in  order  to  let 
love  rule.  And,  priorities  explain  the 
motives. 

Sir  Ernest  Shackleton  led  an 
expedition  to  the  South  Pole  and  was  on 
the  return  trip.  The  trip  was  dangerous, 
arduous,  life-threatening.  The  men 
would  have  to  travel  as  lightly  as 
possible.  He  recorded  the  priorities  of 
individuals  as  they  decided  what  to  keep 
and  what  to  throw  away. 

The  first  thing  discarded  was  money. 
Food  was  next  for  they  were  already 
down  to  the  bare  necessities  and  the 
return  trip  was  to  be  a  fast  one.  Among 
the  things  kept  were  pictures  of  loved 
ones  and  letters  from  home.  These  items 
provided  motivation  for  survival, 
energizing  through  love. 

When  we  seek  help  for  our  living  in 
family  units,  whether  this  be  the  church 
family  or  blood  relations,  we  need  to  set 
and  understand  our  priorities,  being 
willing  to  “trade  off”  the  non-essentials 
and  keep  those  elements  of  our  lives 
which  do  the  most  for  others.  Mutual 
subordination  is  an  expression  of  mutual 
love;  love  is  what  makes  life  real  and 
worthwhile. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 


Walter  L.  Underwood,  Bishop 
Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
Council  Director 


Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 
Linda  Crum, 
Editorial  Assistant 


527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


Special  Bicentennial  Programs 
Held  At  Haynesville,  Homer 

Unusual  and  interesting  Bicentennial  programs  were  held  recently  at 
Haynesville  on  Sunday  morning  and  at  Homer  on  Saturday  night  featuring 
Peggy  Miller,  above.  Christian  Dramatist  of  Jacksonville.  Florida.  The  drama 
on  Saturday  night  at  First  UMC  in  Homer  was  Susanna  Wesley.  At  Haynesville 
on  Sunday  morning  the  program  was  on  “Methodism  in  America.’’ 

Mrs.  Miller,  who  has  become  well  known  for  her  dramatic  monologues,  has 
presented  these  portrayals  in  Florida.  Arkansas.  Indiana.  Tennessee,  Michigan 
and  Colorado,  with  this  being  her  first  time  to  appear  in  Louisiana.  The  wife  of  a 
Methodist  minister.  Rev,  Kenneth  Miller.  Pastor  of  First  UMC  in  Jacksonville, 
Florida,  she  does  a  series  of  living  portrait  dramas  based  on  her  research  of  early 
Methodism  and  study  of  Wesley  letters  and  personal  journals.  She  writes  and 
performs  these  living  portraits,  which  are  original  one-woman  dramas  on  the 
lives  of  great  women  of  faith. 

She  is  currently  performing  five  different  dramas:  “Methodism  in  America,” 
written  for  the  Methodist  Bicentennial;  a  portrait  of  Susanna  Wesley,  mother  of 
John  and  Charles  Wesley;  Katherine  Luther,  wife  of  Martin  Luther  of  the 
reformation;  Fanny  Crosby,  gospel  Hymn-writer;  and  a  drama  for  the  advent 
season,  “Bethlehem  Revisited.” 

She  designs  her  own  costumes  for  the  presentations  and  incorporates 

¥  numerous  on-stage  changes  and  additions  to  complete  the  effect. 

•5  An  excellent  response  was  reported  for  both  programs. 
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Investiture  Set  For  Centroplex 


The  music  for  the  investiture  of  Bishop 
Walter  L.  Underwood  will  feature  early 
American  and  contemporary  sacred 
music.  The  service  will  begin  with  "Suite 
on  American  Hymn  Tunes”  for  organ,  2 
trumpets  and  2  trombones.  The  arranger 
is  Robert  J.  Powell,  organist  and 
choirmaster  at  Christ  Church, 
Episcopal,  in  Greenville,  South  Carolina. 

A  majestic  processional  featuring  the 
organ,  3  trumpets,  2  trombones,  tympani 
and  a  massed  choir  of  over  100  voices  will 
follow.  The  piece,  entitled  "Entrata 
Festiva,”  is  by  the  Belgian  composer, 
Flor  Peeters, 

The  first  anthem  presented  by  the 
massed  choir  will  be  John  Ness  Beck’s 
"The  Armor  of  God.  ”  The  text  consists  of 
Ephesians  6:10-24  and  Charles  Wesley’s 
hymn  "Soldiers  of  Christ  Arise.”  These 
two  texts  together  were  thought  to  be 
especially  appropriate  for  the  investiture 
of  a  bishop.  This  anthem  will  be 
accompanied  by  the  organ,  brass  and 
tympani.  The  second  anthem,  entitled 
"Beautiful  River,"  is  an  arrangement  of 
the  hymn  "Shall  We  Gather  at  the  River” 
by  John  Rutter.  This  is  a  particular 


favorite  of  Bishop  Underwood. 

The  choral  benediction  will  be  "Go 
Forth  For  God”  by  Sam  Batt  Owens.  Dr. 
Owens  is  director  of  the  large  music 
program  at  Grace-St.  Luke’s  Episcopal 
Church  in  Memphis,  Tn.  The  text,  by 
John  Raphael  Peacey,  is  one  stressing 
the  importance  of  going  into  the  world  to 
serve  "God’s  people  every  day  and 
hour.” 

The  postlude  will  be  the  Fugue-Finale 
from  "Partite  on  ‘St.  Anne'  ”  (the  hymn 
tune  used  for  "O  God,  Our  Help  In  Ages 
Past" )  by  Paul  Manz.  This  will  be  played 
on  the  Saville  organ  being  furnished  by 
O’Neill’s  Music  House.  Mrs.  Franklin 
Poole  will  be  the  organist  for  the  service. 

The  massed  choir  will  be  made  up  of 
singers  from  various  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  Baton  Rouge  area  The 
music  will  be  under  the  direction  of  Dr, 
Franklin  Poole,  Minister  of  Music  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  The  instrumentalists  will  be  as 
follows:  Trumpets  —  Blake  Daniels, 
Bobby  Campo  and  Johnny  Gerbrecht; 
Trombones  —  James  Miller  and  J.  R. 
Miller;  Tympani  —  David  Eyler. 


Fall  Spiritual  Life  Retreat 
November  8-9  at  Tall  Timbers 


The  Role  of  COSROW 


By  BETTY  ROWELL, 
Chairperson 

The  primary  purpose  of  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  (CSRW)  is  to  challenge  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  to  a  continuing 
commitment  to  the  full  and  equal 
responsibility  and  participation  of 
women  in  the  total  life  and  mission  of  the 
Church,  sharing  fully  in  the  power  and  in 
the  policy-making  at  all  levels  of  the 
Church’s  life.  The  commission  in 
Louisiana  is  composed  of  laywomen, 
laymen,  clergymen  and  clergywomen, 
striving  to  fulfill  this  purpose. 

One  project  completed  this  year  is  the 
training  packets  for  the  local  CSRW 
liaison.  The  packets  will  be  available 
at  the  district  training  events  to  assist 
these  people  in  learning  more  about  their 
responsibilities.  There  is  to  be  a  CSRW 
liaison  nominated  and  elected  in  each 
local  church  beginning  this  year. 

Another  working  aid  developed  this 
year  will  appear  monthly  in  the 
“Coverage.”  It  includes  worship  aids 
and  position  papers  on  inclusive 
language  and  worship.  Inclusive  worship 
is  the  freedom  to  become  totally  involved 
in  worship  regardless  of  age,  race, 
culture,  handicaps,  economic  status, 
marital  status,  employment  status,  sex, 
etc.,  which  are  sometimes  barriers.  It 
affects  not  just  the  women  but  the  whole 
congregation.  It  addresses  all  that 
happens  in  worship.  We  are  called  to 
include  all  people  and  be  sensitive  to  the 
experience  of  all  people.  Rev.  John 
Whitley  greatly  assisted  the  commission 
in  the  development  of  these  worship  aids 
and  position  papers. 


Worship  aids  in  the  information 
include  litanies,  affirmations  of  faith, 
benedictions,  words  of  assurance, 
prayers  of  confession,  calls  to  worship, 
offering  prayers.  Position  papers 
address  names  for  God,  working 
guidelines  for  prayers  and  liturgies, 
preaching,  scripture,  "generic”  usage, 
hymns  and  the  place  of  worship.  The  first 
mailing  is  to  be  in  November 
“Coverage”  and  will  include  a  cover 
letter,  a  position  paper,  and  a  worship 
aids  paper.  Mailings  following  monthly 
will  include  a  worship  aids  paper  and  a 
position  paper.  Some  worship  aids  will  be 
for  special  seasons.  Our  language  and 
values  have  limited  our  vision  and 
experience.  It  has  placed  barriers  in 
front  of  us  where  there  should  be  open 
doors. 

Each  local  congregation  and 
nominating  committee  should  be  aware 
that  men  and  women  are  capable  of 
serving  in  all  positions  of  church 
leadership.  The  board  of  trustees  is  to  be 
composed  of  one-third  women  beginning 
this  year.  We  need  to  encourage  cross¬ 
overs  from  traditional  roles  in  our 
congregations.  The  CSRW  is  continually 
being  an  advocate,  a  catalyst,  and/or  a 
monitor  to  and  for  the  conference. 

Many  women  in  our  conference  are 
very  talented  and  few  people  know 
about  them.  It  is  our  plan  to  have  future 
articles  in  this  paper  highlighting  some 
of  these  women  of  the  local  churches.  Let 
us  know  about  your  women  by  sending 
information  to:  Mrs.  Ann  Smith,  Rt.  1, 
Box  194B,  West  Monroe.  La.  71291.  You 
know  about  them.  Let’s  share  them  with 
the  rest  of  the  conference 


The  Theatre  for  The  Performing  Arts,  shown  above  will  house  the  Baton  Rouge 
Investiture  for  Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood.  The  unit  is  part  of  the  Centroplex. 


Capitol  House  To  Host 
Underwood  Reception 

The  lay  and  clergy  members  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  along  with 
the  visitors  and  distinguished  guests,  will  walk  or  ride  the  two  blocks  from  the 
Centroplex  to  the  Capitol  House  Hotel  on  Layfayette  Street  immediately 
following  the  investiture  service.  The  hotel’s  huge  ball  room  will  receive  the 
large  group  of  Louisianans  and  out  of  state  guests  who  have  come  to  greet 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Walter  L.  Underwood. 

The  reception  was  planned  by  the.  Episcopal  Committee.  Dr.  Clyde  C. 
Frazier,  Jr.,  Chairperson.  Mrs.  Leslie  McKenzie  and  Mrs.  Drew  Mayfield  are  in 
charge  of  arrangements.  Those  assisting  are:  Mrs.  Clyde  Frazier.  Jr..  Mrs. 
Kirby  Vining,  Mrs.  Maude  Harris,  Mrs.  Amy  Ward,  Mrs.  Inez  Christenterry, 
Mrs.  Kenneth  Myers.  Mrs  Angus  Carruth,  Mrs.  Cecil  Read.  Dr.  Nancy 
Carruth.  Mrs.  Douglas  McGuire.  Plants  fur  the  reception  are  being  furnished 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allan  Kinney  of  “First  Impressions.” 

The  Episcopal  Welcoming  Committee  is  chaired  by  Rev.  Kirby  A.  Vining. 
with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey  Williamson  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Brock  serving 
as  greeters. 


Some  2000  persons  are  expected  to 
fill  the  theatre  at  the  Centroplex  in 
Baton  Rouge  on  Sunday  night, 
October  28.  The  occasion  is  the 
Service  of  Investiture  for  Bishop 
Waiter  L.  Underwood,  set  for  6:30 
p.m. 

In  a  departure  from  the  past, 
Bishop  Underwood  and  others  of  the 
newer  bishops  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  are  being  invested  with 
the  symbols  of  the  office  in  these 
special  services.  As  Bishop 
Underwood  explained,  “This 
investiture  service  is  not  to  honor 
the  man,  but  the  office  and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  and  give  it 
more  visibility  in  the  state.” 

Among  the  distinguished  guests 
who  will  participate  in  the  service 
are:  Dr.  Tom  Matheny,  the 
President  of  the  Judicial  Council  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church;  The 
Most  Rev.  Stanley  J.  Ott,  Bishop  of 
the  Baton  Rouge  Diocese,  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church;  Dr. 
Francis  Williams,  A. ME.  Zion 
Church;  The  Right  Rev.  James  B. 
Brown,  Bishop  of  the  Louisiana 
Diocese,  Episcopal  Church;  The 
Rev.  John  Vickers,  President  of  the 
Louisiana  Interehurch  Conference; 
Dr.  James  H.  Monroe,  General 
Presbyter  of  South  Louisiana, 
Presbyterian  Church,  USA;  Bishop 
Paul  V.  Galloway;  Bishop  Robert  E. 
Goodrich,  Jr.;  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield,  Jr.;  and  Bishop  W.  T 
Handy,  Jr. 

United  Methodist  participants 
from  the  Louisiana  Conference  are: 
Rev.  Carole  Cotton-Winn,  Co- 
Pastor,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Houma;  Dr:  Nancy 
Carruth,  Chairperson  of  the  General 
Conference  Delegation;  Dr.  Douglas 
L.  McGuire,  Dean,  Louisiana 
Conference  Cabinet;  Dr.  James  L. 


Stovall,  Executive  Director, 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference; 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Mae  Taylor, 
Secretary,  Department  of  Urban 
and  Community  Affairs,  State  of 
Louisiana;  Dr  Clyde  Frazier,  Jr., 
Chair  of  the  Episcopal  Committee, 
Louisiana  Conference;  Dr.  Moses  T. 
Jackson  Sr.,  Baton  Rouge- Lafayette 
District  Superintendent;  David 
Einsei,  Jefferson  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge;  Pat  Bolling, 
President  Louisiana  Conference 
Youth  Team;  Karl  D.  Reyer, 
University  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge;  Mrs.  Nell 
Read,  President,  United  Methodist 
Women;  and  Dr.  G.  Leon 
Netterville,  Wesley  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 

The  acolytes  for  the  service  are 
Hahn  Nquyen  and  Richard  Purcell 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge.  Flagbearers  are: 
American  flag  —  Kevin  Patterson, 
Camphor  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  Boy  Scout  Troop  118; 
Christian  flag  —  Tommie  Williams, 
Camphor  United  Methodist  Church, 
Explorer  Post  118;  and  The  United 
Methodist  Church  flag  —  Robert 
Andrew  Peacock,  Ingleside  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Ushers  for  the  event  are 
composed  of  lay  persons  from  First 
United  Methodist  Church  and  St. 
Mark  United  Methodist  Church. 
Baton  Rouge. 

The  three  logos  forming  the  stage 
backdrop  were  prepared  and 
donated  by  Lamar  Advertising  Co. 
of  Baton  Rouge.  Banners  are  being 
furnished  by  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Alexandria.  The 
Jurisdictional  Banner  and 
Episcopal  Banner  are  furnished  by 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Office,  Dallas,  Texas. 


Music  Chosen  For  Investiture 


The  Fall  Spiritual  Life  Retreat 
sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  and  Centenary  College  will  be 
led  by  the  Rev  Wallace  E.  Chappell.  Dr 
Chappell  is  paslor  of  Cochran  Chapel 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas. 
Texas  and  has  been  a  Journal  Consultant 
for  Ira  Progoff’s  Dialogue  House  in  New 
York  City  since  1977. 

This  year's  retreat  will  focus  on  The 
Intensive  Journal  method  designed  by 
Ira  Progoff.  He  is  a  psychologist  who 
studied  under  Carl  Jung  and  is  often 
compared  to  the  two  greatest  20th 
Century  philosopher-theologians,  Martin 
Buber  and  Paul  Tillich. 

Thousands  of  Americans  with  no 
literary  pretensions  whatsoever  have 
started  producing  stories  of  surpassing 
interest  that  will  probably  never  be 
published  or  even  read  by  their  best 
friends.  They  are  writing  their  own  eye 
popping,  tear  evolving  journals.  The 
journal  process  is  an  invitation  to  put  life 
into  perspective  and  find  in  it  some 
deeper  meaning. 

The  retreat  will  be  held  November  8th 
and  9th  at  Camp  Tail  Timbers  outside  of 
Alexandria  Registralion  begins  at  1:00 
p.m.  Wednesday.  The  event  will  conclude 
at  5:00  p.m,  on  Thursday.  For  first 
timers  the  relreal  will  be  $90.  If  you  are 
repeating  Ihe  process  it  will  cost  $80. 


New  Council  Officers  Named 


New  Officers  elected  by  the  Council  on  Ministries  at  their  October  12  meeting  are 
shown  above.  They  are,  left  to  right.  Or.  Lonnie  Sibley.  Vice-Chairperson.  Ms.  Betty 
Rowell.  Secretary,  and  Dr.  Charles  Simmons.  Chairperson.  The  new  officers  will 
serve  for  the  quadrennium.  ( More  on  the  meeting  in  next  week’s  paper. ) 


E.  Chappell 


Lodging  and  meals  are  $16  for  the  two 
days.  Scholarships  of  $36  are  available 
for  United  Methodist  clergy  and  1.2  CEU 
credits  will  be  given. 

If  you  are  interested  please  contact 
Don  McDowell  (318  )  868-3613  or  Kay 
Madden  <318  )  869-5108. 
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Why  help  in  ‘hopeless’  situations? 


From  a  perspective  that  prizes  imme¬ 
diate  and  direct  results,  current  work 
with  Afghan  refugees  in  Pakistan  by  in¬ 
ternational  Christian  relief  agencies 
seems  futile  and  almost  hopeless  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  12). 

The  sheer  magnitude  of  human  need  in 
that  country  makes  it  unlikely  that 
church-sponsored  relief  efforts  alone  can 
be  effective.  And  the  prevailing  Islamic 
culture  provides  a  generally  inhospitable 
attitude  toward  Christians.  Church  aid  of¬ 
ficials  admit  it  is  difficult  to  show  how 
their  work  might  strengthen  the  church  in 
Pakistan  or  its  efforts  to  share  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

So  why  should  Christians  there  be  work¬ 
ing  so  hard  to  help  a  group  of  hungry, 
homeless  people  whoare mostly  Moslems? 

U.  S.  government  officials  in  Pakistan 
provide  one  practical  answer  to  that 
question:  Church  efforts  “fill  in  the 
gaps”  where  red  tape  often  bogs  down 
other  relief  work. 

“The  churches  have  the  flexibility  and 
insights  to  take  risks  and  create 
models,”  one  U.  S.  Embassy  official  in 
Pakistan  said.  When  those  models  work, 
he  said,  the  church  then  can  appeal  to  or¬ 
ganizations  with  more  money  to  “multi¬ 
ply”  the  church’s  efforts. 

The  idea  of  the  church  having  a  “multi¬ 
plier”  effect  makes  good  sense.  Faced 
with  limited  resources  and  almost  unlim¬ 
ited  human  need,  the  church  and  its  re¬ 
lief  agencies  obviously  cannot  be  “all 


things  to  all  people.”  But  churches  can 
use  their  limited  resources  to  develop 
workable  models  for  meeting  some  of 
those  needs  on  a  broader  scale. 

This  is  equally  as  true  locally  as  in  re¬ 
lation  to  an  international  tragedy.  For 
example,  churches  that  have  opened 
day-care  centers  or  food  pantries  and 
clothing  exchanges  for  needy  persons 
frequently  have  stimulated  similar  ef¬ 
forts  on  a  larger  scale  by  non-church 
groups.  In  many  cases,  those  wider  ef¬ 
forts  would  not  have  been  made  had  the 
church  not  first  shown  the  way. 

There  is  a  more  basic  reason  why 
Christian  relief  workers  belong  among 
the  homeless  Afghan  refugees  in  Pakis¬ 
tan:  responding  compassionately  to  hu¬ 
man  need  is  an  essential  part  of  what  it 
means  to  be  a  Christian. 

This  aspect  of  our  faith  likewise  has  a 
“multiplier”  effect.  The  New  Testament 
teaches  us  that  “as  we  sow,  so  shall  we 
reap."  According  to  that  principle,  no  act 
of  Christian  compassion  lacks  consequence 
in  God’s  kingdom  —  not  even  those  per¬ 
formed  in  seemingly  hopeless  situations. 

It  is  impossible  to  know  at  this  time 
what  will  be  reaped  for  the  cause  of 
Christ  in  far-away  Pakistan  —  or  any¬ 
where  at  home  or  abroad  with  little  hope 
of  reward  or  success  where  Christians 
labor  to  help  others.  We  do  know  that 
God  will  bless  such  efforts,  and  that  they 
deserve  to  be  “multiplied”  by  our  prayers 
and,  when  possible,  our  active  support. 


Just  a  moment, 
please,  ‘DearEord 

Before  you  pry  daylight’s 
eyelid 

From  nocturnal  sky 
We  calendar  another  day 
To  You  in  grace,  “Sunday.” 

The  days  have  flight 
On  astronautical  might 
Pressing  new  autumn  leaves 
Among  the  harvest  sheaves 
Time  strides  within  eternity 
A  grand  lesson  of  astronomy. 

You,  My  God,  are  watching 
In  momentous  silence, 

I  hear  You  call. 

Lief  Greneforst  Olson 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 
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My  Witness 

Christians  should  allow  our 
concern  for  others  to  shine 


By  ROSEMARIE  VEVERKA 

During  my  first  visit  to  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  I  sensed  warmth,  caring 
and  enthusiasm  among  the  people  of  the 
church.  I  felt  that  the  people  were  really 
reaching  out  to  me,  and  1  thought  that 
these  people  called  United  Methodist 
must  have  something  very  special  in 
their  faith  in  God  and  in  their  involve¬ 
ment  in  their  church  to  behave  as  they 
do.  My  first  impression  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  influenced  my  deci¬ 
sions  to  continue  attending  the  church,  to 
become  a  member  and  to  make  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  follow  Jesus  Christ. 

Concern  for  others  because  of  our  com¬ 
mitment  to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  an 
important  asset  of  United  Methodism. 
We  must  allow  this  quality  to  shine 
through  in  all  aspects  of  our  everyday 
lives  —  in  our  interactions  with  family, 
friends,  co-workers  and  strangers.  Let  us 


show  the  world  what  a  difference  our 
faith  in  God  and  being  a  part  of  our 
church  makes  in  our  lives. 

If  we  show  others  that  being  a  United 
Methodist  Christian  doesn’t  simply  mean 
attending  a  particular  church  on  Sunday 
morning  but  is  a  vital,  meaningful  way  of 
life,  I  believe  that  they  will  want  what  we 
have:  a  personal  relationship  with  God 
and  a  church  through  which  we  can  ex¬ 
press  our  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
This  week's  contributor,  Rosemarie  Ve- 
verka.  is  a  member  of  the  Wesley  UMC  in 
Cicero,  III.  (Northern  Illinois  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length )  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P. 
O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Here  I  Stand 

Churches  should  too  play  ‘the  numbers  game’! 


A  boost  for  racial  justice,  equality 


Not  everyone  is  likely  to  applaud  the 
award  of  the  1984  Nobel  Peace  Prize  to 
Bishop  Desmond  Tutu  of  South  Africa. 

Like  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr., 
who  received  the  same  award  20  years 
ago,  the  black  Anglican  clergyman  has 
gained  a  degree  of  notoriety  in  some 
quarters  for  his  non-violent  efforts  to 
achieve  racial  equality  among  South 
Africa’s  dominant  white  minority  and  its 
oppressed  black  majority.  Bishop  Tutu  is 
particularly  unpopular  among  many 
whites  in  South  Africa  because  of  his  un¬ 
compromising  opposition  to  apartheid  — 
the  South  African  government’s  official 
policy  designed  to  maintain  a  privileged 
status  for  whites  while  severely  restrict¬ 
ing  the  rights  of  blacks.  The  bishop  has 
been  jailed  and  at  times  restricted  in  his 
travel  outside  South  Africa  because  of  his 
outspoken  efforts. 

Even  some  American  Christians  have 
expressed  discomfort  with  Bishop  Tutu’s 
ministry,  particularly  when  he  has  been 
critical  of  the  current  U.S.  government 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


policy  of  “constructive  engagement” 
with  South  Africa  without  openly  calling 
for  an  end  to  apartheid. 

We  believe  Bishop  Tutu  has  done  as 
much  as  any  Christian  of  our  time  to 
make  persons  worldwide  aware  of  the  in¬ 
herent  injustice  perpetrated  by  South 
Africa's  apartheid  system.  And  we  be¬ 
lieve  he  deserves  the  broad  international 
respect  he  has  earned  for  risking  his  life 
on  behalf  of  South  African  blacks  who 
seek  nothing  more  than  to  be  treated  like 
other  human  beings. 

We  hope  that  Bishop  Tutu’s  receipt  of 
the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  will  call  attention 
to  his  cause  and  embolden  other  Chris¬ 
tians  to  declare  and  act  out  their  support 
for  racial  justice  and  racial  equality  —  in 
South  Africa  and  elsewhere.  And  we  hope 
that  in  Bishop  Tutu’s  case,  unlike  that  of 
the  late  Dr.  King,  the  rightness  of  his 
cause  will  inspire  entrenched  racist  atti¬ 
tudes  to  be  re-examined  and  changed 
without  further  bloodshed. 


By  HERB  MILLER 

During  the  late  1950s  sincere  Chris¬ 
tians  began  registering  fear  about  an 
overemphasis  on  numbers.  “Let’s  not 
play  the  numbers  game,”  they  said. 

It  is  easy  to  see  how  the  cliche  got 
started.  Churches  bulged  with  young 
adults  back  from  World  War  II  eager  to 
establish  families  and  roots.  Forty-nine 
percent  of  Americans  attended  worship 
each  Sunday.  The  baby  boom  overflowed 
church  nurseries  (31  percent  of  the  1984 
United  States  population  was  born  be¬ 
tween  1947  and  1964).  Numbers  came 
easily.  Deciding  that  God  and  biology 
take  care  of  evangelistic  growth,  most 
mainline  leaders  turned  their  attention  to 
other  important  matters. 

Then,  everything  changed.  Mainline 
church  membership  began  dropping. 
From  1960  to  1984,  several  denominations 
registered  net  losses  in  the  range  of  27  to 
60  percent  of  their  members.  United 
Methodist  numbers  declined  more  than  2 
million  members  during  this  “black 
hole”  in  church  history. 

What  caused  it? 

What  caused  it?  At  least  50  identifiable 
factors.  But  prominent  among  these  was 
the  failure  of  leaders  to  see  that  the 
“numbers  game”  quip  contains  just 
enough  truth  to  shield  them  from  its 
gross  falsehood. 


Numbers  of  church  people  is  not 
game;  it  is  the  very  life  blood  of  what 
God  has  called  His  church  to  go  into  all 
the  world  and  do.  Numbers  are  mathe¬ 
matical  symbols  that  represent  people. 
Churches  cannot  do  the  work  God  calls 
them  to  do  without  numbers.  Without 
numbers,  there  is  no  church,  no  love  ex¬ 
pressed,  no  help  given. 

If  you  launch  a  rocket  to  the  moon,  the 
size  of  that  rocket  is  directly 
tionate  to  the  size  of 
the  launch  pad  from 
which  it  is  fired.  No 
launch  pad,  no  rock¬ 
et.  No  strong  church¬ 
es,  no  mission  accom¬ 
plished. 

Effective  social 
action  in  the  com¬ 
munity  depends  on 
numbers.  The  support  Herb  Miller 
of  worldwide  mission  work  depends  on 
numbers.  Persons  touched  through  evan¬ 
gelism  outreach  are  at  once  the  ends  and 
the  means  to  God’s  effort  in  His  world. 
Numbers  are  not  the  only  business  of  the 
church,  but  they  are  its  first  business. 
Congregations  that  fail  in  numbers  will 
eventually  fail  at  everything  else. 

The  issue  is  not  numbers  but  how  we 
use  numbers.  If  quoted  as  a  source  of  re¬ 
ligious  pride,  they  deserve  to  be  called  a 
“game.”  But  if  we  use  numbers  like  the 


New  vows  would  bring  more  active  members 


To  the  Editor : 

I  believe  that  if  the  present  member¬ 
ship  vows  were  replaced  by  the  following 
vows,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
would  have  a  greater  number  of  active 
members. 

1.  Do  you  confess  Jesus  Christ  as  your 
Lord  and  believe  in  your  heart  that  God 
raised  him  from  the  dead? 

2.  Do  you  love  Jesus  and  will  you  obey 
him? 

3.  Do  you  accept  the  Scripture  of  the 
Old  and  New  Testament  as  sufficient  for 
salvation  through  faith  in  Christ  Jesus? 
Do  you  accept  that  the  Scripture  is  in¬ 
spired  by  God  (God-breathed)  and  is  use¬ 
ful  for  teaching,  rebuking,  correcting 
and  instructing  in  righteousness’1 

4.  Do  you  believe  that  the  church  is  the 
family  of  God? 

5.  Will  you  obey  the  laws  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church? 

(a) Will  you  regularly  attend  the 
weekly  worship  service  at  the 
church? 

(b) Will  you  support  the  church 
with  your  gifts? 

(c) Will  you  give  your  service  to  the 
church? 

(d  )Will  you  pray  for  the  Church’1 
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6.  If  you  move  away  from  this  commu¬ 
nity  or  start  attending  another  church  will 
you  ask  the  pastor  to  transfer  your  mem¬ 
bership  to  the  church  of  your  choice? 

7.  If  you  stop  attending  the  weekly  wor¬ 
ship  service  of  this  church  without  valid 
reason  and  stop  supporting  this  church 
with  your  gifts,  will  you  ask  the  pastor  to 
remove  your  name  from  the  membership 
roll? 

Name  withheld  by  request 
Central  Pennsylvania  Conference 

Article  reflects 

national  chauvinism 

To  the  Editor: 

Walter  Benjamin  is  wrong  when  he 
says  that  those  who  oppose  militarism 
are  cowardly  or  selfish  (see  UMR,  Sept. 
28).  One  who  publicly  refuses  to  register 
for  the  draft,  thereby  risking  prosecution 
and  imprisonment,  is  neither  a  coward 
nor  a  hedonist.  One  who  opposes  U.S. 
intervention  in  Central  America  out  of  a 
concern  for  saving  thousands  of  innocent 
lives  is  no  isolationist  and  is  certainly  not 
selfish. 

No  one,  not  even  a  pacifist,  denies  the 
obligation  to  resist  evil.  But  some  people 
deny  the  existence  of  evil.  This  is  what 
Mr.  Benjamin  and  others  do  rnnpprnino 
U.S.  foreign  policy  and  the  U.S.  military 
they  deny  history.  Evil  can  be  committed 
by  the  U.S.  Government.  Just  ask  some¬ 
one  from  Hiroshima  or  My  Lai. 

Mr.  Benjamin  is  correct  when  he  says 
that  violence  is  all  too  common  in  this 
world.  But  his  solution  of  instituting 
more  violence  is  wrong.  Does  one  res¬ 
pond  to  violence  with  violence?  Does  one 
put  a  fire  out  by  dousing  it  with  gasoline? 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


Rather,  Jesus  taught  us  to  respond  to  evil 
with  good. 

Mr.  Benjamin’s  lamentations  reflect  a 
common  sentiment  in  this  time  of  ram¬ 
pant  national  chauvinism.  But  they  do  a 
disservice  to  Christians  and  all  people  of 
good  will  who  wish  to  rid  our  world  of  vio¬ 
lence. 

Steven  L.  Robinson 
Pomona,  California 

Benjamin  article:  Bravo! 

To  the  Editor: 

Bravo,  Walter  Benjamin!  (see  UMR 
letters.  Sept.  28).  Thank  you  for  his  arti¬ 
culate  and  persuasive  statement  on  the 
acceptability,  indeed  advisability,  of  re¬ 
quired  military  service  for  American 
citizens,  whether  United  Methodist  or 
otherwise. 

As  an  observer  of  the  Church  and 


Reflections  on  a  visit  to 
America  n  ‘wailing  walV 


My  wife  and  I  walked  slowly,  even  rev¬ 
erently,  past  the  V-shaped  black  marble 
walls  that  form  the  Vietnam  Veterans' 
Memorial  in  Washington,  D  C  Etched 
into  those  walls  are  the  names  of  the 
more  than  58,000  young  men  who  died  in 
the  Vietnam  conflict. 

Charlene  and  I  read  some  of  those 
names  as  we  walked  along.  We  looked  for 
friends  and  persons  we  had  known  in 
high  school  and  college  —  Tom.  Allen. 
Bob  —  and  perhaps  some  other  friends 
we  didn’t  know  had  been  killed.  As  we  de¬ 
scended  into  the  “V,"  the  walls  became 
higher,  the  list  of  names  grew  longer  — 
and  the  tragedy  of  unfinished  lives  felt  in¬ 
creasingly  heavy.  So  heavy. 

What  might  they  have  done  had  they 
lived’1 

What  contributions  to  the  world  might 
they  have  made? 

Or  their  children,  or  grandchildren? 

As  I  contemplated  such  things.  I  heard 
someone  sobbing  next  to  me.  It  was 
Charlene. 

“I  don't  like  this,”  she  said  through  her 
tears. 

She  didn't  have  to  explain.  I  knew  what 


Stephen  Swecker 
she  meant.  Anyone  who  lost  a  Tom  or  an 
Allen  or  a  Bob  would  know.  Anyone  with 
children  would  know.  There  is  nothing  to 
“like”  about  reminders  of  senseless  hu¬ 
man  destruction,  of  the  what-might- 
have-beens  that  are  lost  forever. 

Nor  should  we  like  them.  If  we  ever  get 
to  the  place  in  our  lives  where  we  can 
contemplate  the  depths  of  evil  without 
feeling  repulsed,  our  fate  is  sealed.  We’re 
doomed  if  we  ever  learn  to  live  comfor¬ 
tably  with  our  failings,  either  as  individ¬ 
uals  or  as  a  people. 

The  Vietnam  Veterans’  Memorial  has 
become  for  me  America’s  “wailing 
wall.”  Like  the  Wailing  Wall  in  Jerusa¬ 
lem,  it  is  a  poignant  reminder  of  past  suf¬ 
ferings  of  our  nation  and  of  persons  and 
families  —  known  and  unknown.  It's  a 
painful  reminder,  too,  of  the  sin  that  is  in 
me  and  in  all  of  us  still,  and  of  our  con¬ 
stant  need  for  a  God  of  grace  to  redeem 
us  and  make  us  whole 

I  don’t  like  such  places  and  their  re¬ 
minders.  But  we  need  them.  Whenever 
possible,  we  should  visit  them.  Lest  we 
forget. 

- STEPHEN  SWECKER 


Society  Committee  of  the  1984  General 
Conference,  where  a  wartime  military 
draft  was  declared  “incompatible  with 
the  Gospel,"  I  can  attest  that  this  change 
in  our  church’s  Social  Principles,  was  not 
a  result  of  sustained  reflection  and 
dialogue.  Rather,  it  was  slipped  in  vir¬ 
tually  unnoticed  as  an  amendment,  to 
which  hardly  anyone  paid  much 
attention.  Surely,  this  is  not  the  way  to 
effect  this  kind  of  major  change  in  our 
understanding  of  the  national  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  Christian  citizens.  It  is  in  fact 
a  disgrace,  in  which  we  spoke  “as  a  sect, 
not  a  church,”  in  Dr.  Benjamin’s  words. 

Carl  W.  Linquist 
Little  Valley,  New  York 

Reporter,  book  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

Each  week  I  read  your  excellent  paper. 
For  one  serving  “beyond  the  local 
church,”  it  provides  information  and 
support. 

The  September  14  issue  tells  about 
Delores  Curran’s  book,  “Traits  of  a 
Healthy  Family,”  a  major  work  which 
reinforces  positive  family  life.  The  Army 
Chaplaincy  has  provided  each  chaplain 
with  a  copy  of  the  book  and  a  sample 
lesson  plan  as  the  basis  for  Army-wide 
discussions  in  chapels,  troop  units  and 
other  gatherings.  We  believe  the  Curran 
book  to  be  a  significant  resource  in 
supporting  families. 

Billy  W.  Libby 

Fort  Monmouth,  New  Jersey 

Reject  misuse  of  faith 

To  the  Editor: 

Down  through  the  ages  politicians  have 
used  religionists  for  their  own  causes  and 
their  own  personal  powers.  And  some  re¬ 
ligionists,  including  humanists,  have 
used  politicians  to  satisfy  their  own  egos. 
This  is  found  throughout  history  of  the 
Old  Testament.  Yet  all  the  prophets  of 
the  Old  Testament  made  one  thing  out¬ 
standingly  clear:  our  relation  to  God  and 
God’s  relation  to  us  is  individual  and  per¬ 
sonal,  not  national. 

When  will  we  ever  learn  to  reject  all 
political  misuse  of  our  true  Christian 
heritage?  When  will  we  learn  lo  reject 
the  hypocrisy  of  the  political  reli¬ 
gionists’1 

Stewart  W.  Jones 
Holiday .  Florida 


New  Testament  uses  them  —  as  a  way  of 
describing  the  size  of  the  team  God  is 
calling  together  for  service  in  His  world 
—  do  they  not  belong  in  our  vocabulary? 

In  church  life,  numbers  are  certainly  not 
the  only  game  in  town,  but  they  are  a 
game  that  must  be  won  for  anything  else 
to  be  done. 

Is  small  best? 

Some  charge  that  the  church  does  its 
finest  work  during  times  when  its  num¬ 
bers  are  small.  A  few  even  equate  small¬ 
ness  with  quality.  They  usually  point  to 
two  texts.  In  one,  Jesus  preaches  a  mes¬ 
sage  of  sacrifice,  and  many  turn  back 
from  following  Him  (John  6:66).  In  the 
other,  Jesus  is  seized  for  execution,  and 
the  disciples  fall  away  ( Mark  14 : 50 ) . 

These  quotes  misrepresent  the  New 
Testament  record.  Most  of  the  evidence 
runs  the  other  direction.  Jesus  tells  us  to 
reach  and  teach  the  entire  world:  “Go 
therefore  and  make  disciples  of  all  na¬ 
tions  ...”  (Matthew  28:18).  Paul’s  let¬ 
ters  were  written  to  rapidly  growing 
churches.  Luke  continually  uses  num¬ 
bers  to  describe  the  early  church’s  vital¬ 
ity.  The  remainder  of  the  New  Testament 
describes  a  numerically  growing  church. 

Only  in  the  past  two  decades  have  we 
begun  to  neglect  what  the  Bible  says  is 
important: 

•  “.  .  .  and  there  were  added  that  day 
about  three  thousand  souls”  (Acts 
2:41b). 

•  “And  the  Lord  added  to  their  number 
day  by  day  those  who  were  being  saved” 

(Acts  2:47b). 

•  “But  many,  of  those  who  heard  the 
word  believed;  and  the  number  of  the 
men  came  to  about  five  thousand”  (Acts 

4:4). 

•  “And  more  than  ever  believers  were 
added  to  the  Lord,  multitudes  both  of 
men  and  women.  .  .”  (Acts  5:14). 

•  “Now  in  those  days  when  the  disci¬ 
ples  were  increasing  in  number  .  .  .” 

(Acts6:l). 

•  “And  the  word  of  God  increased;  and 
the  number  of  the  disciples  multiplied 
greatly  in  Jerusalem,  and  a  great  many 
of  the  priests  were  obedient  to  the  faith” 

(Acts6:7). 

•  “So  the  church  throughout  all  Judea 
and  Galilee  and  Samaria  had  peace  and 
was  built  up;  and  walking  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
it  was  multiplied”  (Acts  9:31). 

Welcome  to  new  readers  in  Katy,  Texas 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new  the  church’s  members 
readers  approximately  750  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  St.  Peter’s  UMC  in  Katy, 

Texas  ( Texas  Annual  Conference ) . 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 


‘But  there  were  some  of  them,  men 
of  Cyprus  and  Cyrene,  who  on  coming  to 
Antioch  spoke  to  the  Greeks  also,  preach¬ 
ing  the  Lord  Jesus.  And  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  was  with  them,  and  a  great  number 
that  believed  turned  to  the  Lord”  (Acts 
11:20-21). 

•  “And  a  large  company  was  added  to 
the  Lord”  (Acts  11:24b). 

•  "But  the  word  of  God  grew  and  mul¬ 
tiplied”  (Acts  12:24). 

•  “So  the  churches  were  strengthened 
in  the  faith,  and  they  increased  in  num¬ 
bers  daily”  (Acts  16:5). 

The  New  Testament  continually  says 
God  loves  people;  God  seeks  people;  God 
sent  His  Son  to  bring  wholeness  to  peo¬ 
ple;  and  God  sends  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
move  persons  toward  Him. 

Numbers  belong 

If  we  read  numbers  only  as  an  egocen¬ 
tric  way  of  feeling  better  about  our¬ 
selves,  they  should  be  rejected.  But  nu¬ 
merical  data  used  to  describe  how  we  at¬ 
tempt  to  be  faithful  to  the  purposes  of 
God  obviously  belongs  in  the  Christian 
vocabulary.  If  church  membership  sta¬ 
tistics  represent  people  who  belong  to 
Jesus  Christ,  can  they  be  viewed  as 
figures  without  meaning? 

A  friend  shared  the  story  of  his  son’s 
trip  into  drugs  and  personal  disaster. 
Last  year,  the  young  man  and  his  wife 
found  new  life  direction  when  they  joined 
a  congregation  whose  members  had 
cared  enough  to  reach  out  to  them. 
“Some  people  think  numbers  of  additions 
to  our  denomination  don’t  matter,”  my 
friend  said,  “but  numbers  become  quite 
important  if  one  of  them  is  your  son." 

For  the  church,  numbers  is  not  a  game 
but  a  mission.  Should  we  not  play  to  win? 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  Herb  Miller,  is  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  National  Evangelistic  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  the  Christian  Church  (Disci¬ 
ples  of  Christ)  with  offices  in  Lubbock, 
Texas. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


World 
Service 
provides 
the  heart 


At  the  very  heart  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  is  World  Service.  By 
enlarging  this  basic  fund,  the  1984  General  Conference  empowered  the  church 
to  continue  its  ministry  in  this  and  more  than  90  other  nations. 

Through  our  denomination's  service  agencies.  Christ's  love  is  made  known 
through: 

•  evangelism 

•  education 

•  healing  ministries 

•  the  proclamation  of  freedom  and  justice,  and 

•  institutional  concerns  for  children,  youth  and  senior  citizens. 

Our  gifts  to  World  Service  provide  the  heartbeat  to  move  Christ's  message 
of  love  and  concern  throughout  our  denomination,  and  around  the  world. 

Help  Your  Church  Meet  Its  1984  World  Service  Goal  In  Full. 
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For  more  information,  write: 

United  Methodist  Communications 
1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  IL  60201 


To  our  new  readers  in  Katy,  we  say 
“Welcome .”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative  and  that  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter." 


OCTOBER  26.  1984 

Samoans  and  Africans 
call  for  UM  colleges 


By  DOUGLAS CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  Requests  for  United 
Methodist-backed  college-level  training 
in  Africa  and  the  South  Pacific  helped  set 
the  course  for  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  during 
the  coming  four  years. 

Leaders  from  United  Methodist  confer¬ 
ences  in  Liberia  and  Angola  and  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Samoa  asked  the  95- 
member  board,  organizing  here  Oct.  11- 
13  for  programs  during  the  1984-1988 
quadrennium,  to  consider  building 
higher-education  facilities  in  their 
countries. 

Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  of  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Area,  the  board’s  newly-elected 
president,  called  the  ideas  about  starting 
overseas  schools  ‘‘an  opportunity  to 
move  into  new  areas  of  mission.” 

Church  has  no  African  college 

Even  though  Methodist  missionaries 
have  been  teaching  in  Africa  since  1836, 
the  denomination  has  never  built  a 
college  on  the  continent,  Bishops  Arthur 
F.  Kulah  and  Emilio  de  Carvalho  told 
board  members  in  separate  addresses. 

Bishop  Kulah  of  the  Liberia  Area 
(Africa),  presented  the  board’s  Global 
Higher  Education  Committee  a  formal 
request  for  an  international  university  in 
Liberia  or  Sierra  Leone.  The  proposal, 
containing  a  10-point  rationale  for 
building  the  school,  asked  the  education 
panel  as  a  first  step  to  send  a  team  to 
Africa  to  conduct  a  feasibility  study. 

The  committee  received  the  African 
request,  signed  by  Bishops  Kulah  and  T. 
I.  Bangura  of  Sierra  Leone,  but  post¬ 
poned  formal  consideration  until  its  April 
meeting  in  San  Antonio. 

Before  submitting  the  plan  to  the  com¬ 
mittee,  Bishop  Kulah  had  told  the  entire 
board  that  United  Methodists  needed  a 
college  in  Africa  to  train  religious  and 
secular  leaders  who  could  keep  the 
church  growing. 

‘‘I  cannot  tell  you  how  important  it  is  to 
have  an  institution  of  higher  learning  in 
Africa,  especially  in  Liberia,”  the  bishop 
told  board  members,  half  clergy,  half 
lay.  ‘‘The  church  is  growing  at  a  pace 
unknown  in  this  country.” 

Moslems  challenge  efforts 

But  Islamic  missionaries  are  seriously- 
challenging  United  Methodist  efforts  to 
spread  the  Gospel  in  West  Africa,  the 
bishop  said.  Moslems  have  built  schools, 
hospitals  and  clinics  thoughout  the 
region  and  are  aggressively  seeking  to 
convert  growing  numbers  of  Africans. 

‘‘Only  the  disciplined  minds  (of 
leaders)  from  a  Christian  university  can 
counteract  the  militant  growth  of 
I$lam,"  he  said. 

Effshop  Rulah’s  remarks  echoed  the 
words  of  Bishop  de  Carvalho  of  the 
Angola  Area  (African).  During  the 
board’s  annual  endowed  lecture  series. 
Bishop  de  Carvalho  said  Africa  needed 
more  college-level  training  so  its  people 
could  advance  into  the  modern  techno¬ 
logical  age. 

‘‘Illiteracy  is  our  tragedy,”  he  said, 
noting  that  United  Nations  figures  show 
30  to  76  percent  of  citizens  over  15  in 
various  African  countries  can’t  read. 
"Africa  is  a  developing  continent  where 
basic  education  and  even  literacy  are 
still  wanting.” 

The  advanced  training  should  include 
theology,  the  bishop  said.  “Higher  minis¬ 


terial  education  is  necessary  to  promote 
the  growth  of  the  fastest  growing  church 
in  Africa  —  the  United  Methodist 
Church,”  he  said. 

Samoans  seek  improvement 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Samoa  also 
wants  to  improve  clergy  training,  the 
Rev.  Faatauvaa  Tapuai,  president  of  the 
South  Pacific  church,  said.  To  do  that, 
the  Samoan  Methodists  need  $75,000  to 
complete  a  $125,000  library  at  Piula 
Theological  College  in  Apia,  Western 
Samoa. 

The  library  will  qualify  the  school  for 
accreditation  from  the  Pacific  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Theological  Colleges  to  grant  a 
bachelor  of  divinity  degree.  Mr.  Tapuai 
said.  The  college  currently  grants  only  a 
diploma  after  a  4' 2-year  study  program. 

In  addition,  Mr.  Tapaui  said,  the  nation 
of  10  islands  needs  books  on  all  subjects 
for  elementary  and  high  schools,  science 
equipment,  money  for  teacher-training 
scholarships  and  "expatriat  teachers"  to 
staff  classrooms  until  enough  Samoans 
can  be  trained. 

The  higher  education  board  took  no 
formal  action  on  Mr.  Tapaui’s  requests. 

Calls  follow  theme 

The  calls  for  help  from  the  three  over¬ 
seas  church  leaders  followed  one  theme 
the  board’s  General  Secretary,  the  Rev. 
F.  Thomas  Trotter,  noted  in  his  ‘‘State  of 
the  Board”  address  at  the  opening 
session. 

“This  board  in  recent  years  has 
reached  out  of  its  domestic  nearsighted¬ 
ness  and  has  become  profoundly  in¬ 
volved  in  a  world  of  ministry  and  edu¬ 
cation,”  he  said.  “It  is  impossible  for 
United  Methodism  any  more  to  think  of 
any  issue  of  its  life  that  is  not  necessarily 
‘international.’ 

“My  hope  for  the  board  in  this  quadren¬ 
nium  is  that  this  will  be  the  period  in 
which  we  claim  that  part  of  our  ministry 
with  energy  and  program  direction." 

Bishop  Jack  Tuell  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Area  called  the  concern  for  overseas 
higher  education  “an  exciting  new  di¬ 
rection  for  this  board  that  I  think  sur¬ 
prised  a  few  people.” 

Bishop  Skeete,  who  succeeded  Bishop 
Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.  of  the  Florida  Area  as 
the  board’s  president,  said  the  next  four 
years  will  be  a  time  of  reunification  and 
new  direction. 

“Out  of  the  crucible  of  disappointment 
and  disagreement,  we  have  grown  as  we 
move  together  with  the  confidence  and 
assurance  of  the  God  we  serve,”  he  said 
referring  to  a  study  of  United  Methodist 
ministry  that  split  the  board  during  the 
last  four  years.  The  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  denomination’s  highest 
governing  body,  rejected  the  plan  and 
mandated  another  study  by  a  group  more 
diverse  than  the  board. 

Other  board  officers  include: 

•  Bishop  David  J.  Lawson  of  the 
Wisconsin  Area,  vice  president. 
Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries 
Division. 

•  Jimmy  Carr,  a  diaconal  minister 
from  Jackson,  Miss.,  vice  president,  for 
Diaconal  Ministry  Division. 

•  Nancy  M.  Carruth  of  Bunkie,  La., 
vice  president,  Higher  Education 
Division. 

•  The  Rev.  William  O.  Walker  of 
Eugene,  Ore.,  vice  president,  Ordained 
Ministry  Division. 
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Water,  not  help,  runs  out 

An  Ethiopian  dips  some  scarce 
water  in  a  country  where  drought 
has  turned  into  famine  and  mas¬ 
sive  starvation.  While  the  hunger 
crisis  has  deepened  in  much  of  Afri¬ 
ca,  many  people  have  been  spared 
some  suffering  because  of  the  steady 
help  from  Christians  worldwide.  A 
year  ago,  four  global  Christian  net¬ 
works,  including  the  World  Council 
of  Churches,  pledged  to  raise  $100 
million  for  Africa  aid.  As  of  last 
week.  United  Methodists  had  sent 
$890,000  (of  $1  million  pledged)  to 
Church  World  Service  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches-U.S. 
which  has  sent  $4  million  (of  $4.5 
million  pledged  The  Rev.  Paul 
McCleary  of  Church  World  Service 
said  church  contributions  have 
attracted  funding  from  other 
sources  and  that  the  global  Chris¬ 
tian  effort  now  has  “mobilized  and 
expended  $72  million  to  Africa.’’  He 
said  the  need  likely  will  continue  to 
grow  until  later  in  1985. 

UM  BOARD  OF  GIJIH  \l  MINISTRIES 
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Africa  in  crisis  as  starvation  sets  in 

UMs  urged  to  join  prayer  network  and  to  send  drought  aid 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Citing  a  worsening 
crisis  in  Africa,  mission  officials  last 
week  urged  United  Methodists  to  con¬ 
tinue  their  generous  financial  donations 
and  to  join  in  a  new  prayer  network  for 
the  survival  of  millions  of  Africans. 

They  said  Ethiopia  and  Mozambique 
have  plunged  over  the  deadly  precipice 
from  food  shortages  into  massive  star¬ 
vation. 

And  more  than  20  other  African  nations 
may  be  losing  the  struggle  to  avoid  the 
same  peril  as  the  years-long  drought  con¬ 
tinues,  said  the  officials  at  a  directors 
meeting  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Four  actions  urged 

What  can  United  Methodists  do  now? 
Norma  J.  Kehrberg,  head  of  Global 
Ministries’  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR),  urged  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

(1)  Conduct  special  prayer  times  in 
local  churches. 

Ms.  Kehrberg  said  the  Sugar  Creek 
United  Methodist  Parish  in  Pennsylvania 
recently  created  the  model  for  how  a  con¬ 
gregation  can  undergird  relief  efforts 
with  prayer. 

She  said  the  Rev.  Edmund  Thigpen 
called  her  to  find  the  latest  information 
on  what  was  needed  in  Kenya.  He  relay¬ 
ed  the  specific  needs  to  his  congregation 
on  Oct.  7  during  a  service  designated  for 
prayer  for  rain  in  Kenya. 

Ms.  Kehrberg  sent  letters  to  all 
UMCOR  directors  suggesting  they  do 
something  similar  in  their  home  church¬ 
es.  While  she  talked  to  the  Reporter  at 
last  week’s  board  meeting,  some  direc¬ 
tors  stopped  to  tell  of  moving  prayer 
experiences  in  their  churches. 

She  asked  that  interested  United  Meth¬ 
odists  write  to  her  at  475  Riverside  Dr., 
New  York,  for  the  most  pressing  needs  in 
a  designated  nation.  Then  congregations 
during  Sunday  morning  prayer  time  or 


special  services  can  pray  for  what  is 
happening  at  the  moment  —  the  move¬ 
ment  of  food  across  rough  terrain, 
strength  for  farmers  who’ve  just  gotten 
seeds,  etc. 

(2)  Send  money  to  UMCOR’s  “Global 
Food  Crisis  Appeal,”  account  No.  982500, 
475  Riverside  Dr.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115. 

A  year  ago,  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  began  the  appeal,  asking  for  $1 
million.  As  of  last  week  $890,000  had  been 
received  and  disbursed  to  Africa  in  the 
form  of  food,  medical  treatment  for  per¬ 
sons  suffering  from  starvation,  seeds  for 
emergency  planting  and  fuel  to  help 
transport  the  food  relief  overland,  Ms 
Kehrberg  said. 

She  said  the  other  $110,000  really  is 
needed  right  now. 

(3)  Write  to  members  of  Congress  ask¬ 
ing  them  to  support  the  Africa  Famine 
Relief  and  Recovery  Act  which  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  introduced  in  January. 

Although  the  U.S.  government  earlier 
had  blocked  any  emergency  food  aid  for 
Ethiopia  because  its  government  is 
Marxist,  it  recently  has  been  sending 
help  to  Ethiopia  as  well  as  other  African 
nations.  The  proposed  act  would  de¬ 
signate  another  $260  million  in  food  aid  to 
African  nations,  Ms.  Kehrberg  said. 

C4)  Send  money  to  any  of  the  dozens  of 
Advance  Special  projects  of  UMCOR  to 
develop  agriculture  capabilities  in  Afri¬ 
ca 

Even  when  small  pockets  of  starvation 
develop  in  a  nation,  the  church  has  to 
switch  into  relief  aid,  Ms.  Kehrberg  said. 
But  if  there  is  to  be  any  hope  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  development  aid  also  must  con¬ 
tinue,  she  said. 

While  United  Methodists  gave  $890,000 


in  food  relief  last  year,  they  sent  $2 
million  for  projects  developing  water 
supplies,  teaching  agriculture  tech¬ 
niques,  etc.,  she  said. 

“Because  of  the  infrastructures  put  in 
by  the  church  after  the  1972-74  drought  in 
Niger  and  Sudan,  we  have  reports  that 
several  communities  are  surviving  this 
period,"  Ms.  Kehrberg  said. 

She  recently  visited  the  border  of  Sene¬ 
gal  and  Mauritania  where  in  the  midst  of 
drought  and  desert,  the  people  were  cele¬ 
brating  a  harvest  of  vegetables.  “As  far 
as  you  could  see  was  abandoned  land  ex¬ 
cept  at  that  place  on  the  border  which 
was  green  because  of  church-sponsored 
water  development  projects.  Some  com¬ 
munities  no  longer  need  any  outside 
help,"  she  said. 

Individuals  and  congregations  can  pick 
out  development  projects  from  the 
UMCOR  Resource  Book.  A  new  one  is  to 
be  sent  to  local  churches  in  November, 
Ms.  Kehrberg  said. 

Africans  respond  to  Gospel 

Drought  and  famine  aren’t  the  only- 
plagues  of  Africans  who  also  suffer  im¬ 
mensely  from  civil  wars,  political 
corruption  and  the  indifference  of  the 
Western  world  to  their  plight,  said  the 
Rev.  Isaac  H.  Bivens  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries’  World  Program  Division. 

But  Western  Christians  have  not  been 
indifferent,  and  their  care  and  aid  com¬ 
bined  with  that  of  African  Christians  has 
meant  that  the  church  “has  made  a 
fundamental  difference  in  the  lives  of 
Africans.” 

In  a  special  session  on  Africa  for  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries  directors.  Dr.  Bivens  told 
stories  about  his  recent  visits  in  Africa  il¬ 
lustrating  the  explosion  in  the  number  of 
people  making  commitments  to  Jesus 
Christ. 


"Africa  today  is  a  great  mission  field," 
he  said,  “not  because  Africans  don't  be¬ 
lieve,  but  because  when  they  hear,  they 
do  believe.” 

Other  board  actions 

In  other  actions,  the  board  of  Global 
Ministries: 

•  Approved  more  than  $430,000  in 
grants  and  loans  to  increase  support  for 
the  development  of  new  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregations  in  the  United  States. 

•  Heard  the  head  of  the  National  Pro¬ 
gram  Division,  the  Rev.  Rene  O.  Bi- 
deaux,  say  that  the  division  is  one  of  the 
most  extensive  national  missions  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  world  and  that  “We’re  not  a 
social  work  agency;  the  basis  for  our 
program  is  first  and  last  our  commit¬ 
ment  to  this  Jesus  we  are  called  to 
follow." 

•  Received  a  report  that  nearly  2,000 
women  across  the  nation  participated  in 
workshops  by  the  Women’s  Division  of 
Global  Ministries  to  train  women  to  run 
for  public  office.  Almost  all  indicated 
they  will  work  in  political  campaigns  in 
the  future,  and  374  were  identified  as 
potential  candidates  for  office. 

•  Supported  a  petition  to  Japan  oppos¬ 
ing  the  government’s  requirement  that 
Japanese  residents  of  Korean  descent 
must  be  fingerprinted  after  the  age  of  16. 
A  letter-writing  campaign  was  com¬ 
mended  especially  to  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  groups  to  be  under¬ 
taken  on  behalf  of  Korean  teenagers  in 
Japan  who  are  refusing  to  be  fingerprint¬ 
ed.  The  board  action  grew  from  parti¬ 
cipation  by  some  members  in  a  con¬ 
ference  on  racism  held  in  Japan. 

More  news  from  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  meeting  will  appear  in  next 
week's  issue  of  the  Reporter. 


Nobel  winner  takes  moderate  route 

Tutu: churchman,  not  politician 


lands  Club  August  15,  1959,  11  members  of  the  Barstow 
Methodist  Church  pose  with  11  Big  Bear  residents  pre¬ 
sent  for  the  organizational  meeting  of  what  became  the 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Bear  Lake.  Charter  mem¬ 
bers  were  received,  baptized,  and  confirmed  on  the 
dance  floor  by  Barstow  pastor  Dr.  Jordan  E.  Detzer, 


mui  Hum  ngiu  in  oatK  uvirs.  ueizer  m  ironi  oi  mm). 
On  his  right  is  retired  minister  the  Rev.  Alfred  E. 
Hughes,  who  helped  pastor  the  fledgling  church  during 
the  first  year.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  Wade,  second  from 
right  front  and  back,  are  the  only  charter  members  still 
active  in  the  Big  Bear  church. 


j  Big  Bear  Lake  church  born  in  bar,  now  25 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

When  the  Rev.  Jordan  E.  Detzer  left 


his  Methodist  parsonage  in  Barstow, 
California,  in  August  1959  to  spend  a  few 
weeks  at  a  cabin  and  to  fish  in  nearby  Big 
Bear  Lake,  the  last  thing  he  had  in  mind 
was  starting  a  church. 

But  one  day  he  stopped  by  the  local 
newspaper  office  to  pay  for  an  ad.  The 
editor  said,  “Let’s  run  an  ad  to  see  if  any- 
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one  is  interested  in  starting  a  church." 

Thinking  a  few  fishermen  and  vaca¬ 
tioners  would  reply,  the  pastor  agreed. 

Within  three  days,  a  box  full  of  mail 
and  several  callers  at  his  cabin  evi¬ 
denced  otherwise.  And  the  church  they 
started  recently  celebrated  its  25th  anni¬ 
versary  with  over  200  members  and  $1 
million  worth  of  property. 

For  the  first  service  of  what  became 
the  United  Methodist  Church  of  Big  Bear 
Lake,  a  dozen  people  showed  up  in  the 
dance  hall  of  the  Peter  Pan  Woodlands 
Club.  The  club  manager,  a  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic,  volunteered  her  services  as  vocal 
soloist  for  the  group.  The  Lutheran  bar¬ 
tenders  closed  the  bar  during  the  service 
and  helped  usher.  The  space  behind  the 
bar  served  as  the  nursery. 

Four  weeks  later,  as  his  fishing  vaca¬ 
tion  was  ending,  Dr.  Detzer  called  his 
district  superintendent  and  surprised 
him  with  the  “accidental  happening"  of  a 
new  Methodist  church  in  the  district. 

During  its  first  year  the  Big  Bear  Lake 
church  was  listed  as  an  outpost  ministry 
of  the  Barstow  church.  Its  membership 


tripled  under  the  leadership  of  Dr. 
Detzer,  several  licensed  lay  preachers 
from  Barstow,  and  a  retired  minister 
living  near  Big  Bear  Lake. 

The  church  that  started  in  a  barroom 
continued  to  have  a  checkered  pattern  of 
meeting  places.  Early  on  it  shared  a 
chapel  with  a  Seventh-day  Adventist  con¬ 
gregation.  Later  the  United  Methodists 
bought  and  remodeled  a  former  Pancake 
House,  which  they  rented  to  the  Adven¬ 
tists  for  Saturday  services. 

The  United  Methodists  also  built  (and 
later  enlarged)  a  parsonage,  built  an  out¬ 
door  chapel  for  come-as-you-are  services 
for  summer  visitors,  built  a  sanctuary 
eight  years  ago  and  dedicated  a  debt -free 
education  building  in  1983. 

Two  of  the  19  charter  members,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Larry  Wade,  are  still  members. 

Dr.  Detzer,  who  never  served  the 
church  except  during  its  unusual  in¬ 
ception  has  retired  and  lives  in  San 
Diego.  The  barroom  is  long  gone.  But  the 
church  is  strong  and  active  in  an  area  in¬ 
creasingly  popular  as  a  southern  Cali¬ 
fornia  resort  and  residential  community. 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  Last  week’s  winner  of 
the  Nobel  peace  prize  is  a  clergyman  who 
said  he  is  strongly  opposed  “to  anybody 
who  wants  to  use  the  church  for  political 
ends,  even  if  they  are  very  good  ones.” 

The  comment  by  Bishop  Desmond 
Tutu,  53,  came  on  the  day  he  received  the 
prestigious  award  for  his  role  in  the  non¬ 
violent  struggle  for  the  human  and  poli¬ 
tical  rights  of  South  Africa’s  black  popu¬ 
lation. 

He  said  he  regards  himself  as  a 
churchman  not  as  a  politician. 

However,  he  had  some  strong  words 
about  a  U.S.  politician  when  he  arrived 
back  in  South  Africa  later  last  week 

The  general  secretary  of  the  South 
Africa  Council  of  Churches  said 
President  Ronald  Reagan’s  policies  work 
against  what  his  own  prize-winning 
efforts  are  trying  to  accomplish. 

Bishop  Tutu  said  the  Reagan 
administration  policy,  predicated  on 
promoting  change  in  South  Africa 
through  closer  and  friendlier  relations 
rather  than  the  confrontation  stance  of 
the  Carter  administration,  has  been  a 
failure. 

He  explained  that,  since  President 
Reagan  assumed  office  in  1981,  he  had 
seen  no  progress  toward  independence 
for  Namibia,  the  former  German  colony 
of  South-West  Africa  now  controlled  by 
South  Africa,  and  said  he  had  seen  no 
significant  changes  to  help  his  own 
country's  black  majority. 

Bishop  Tutu  has  traveled  widely, 
speaking  to  church  groups  and  others  io 
build  support  for  non-violent  change  in 
South  Africa,  where  the  black  majority 
has  no  political  rights. 

An  eloquent  critic  of  the  white  South 
African  government  and  its  apartheid 
system,  he  is  despised  by  the  right-wing 
Afrikaner  establishment.  But  he  has  also 
been  criticized  by  more  militant  black 
revolutionaries  for  being  too  moderate 

He  said:  “White  South  Africans  don't 
have  horns  and  tails.  Thev  are  scared  hu- 
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man  beings,  outnumbered  by  blacks  five  to 
one.  But  they  are  also  ambitious." 

In  Oslo,  the  Norwegian  Nobel  commit¬ 
tee  said  it  “attached  importance  to 
Desmond  Tutu’s  role  as  a  unifying 
leading  figure  in  the  campaign  to  resolve 
the  problems  of  apartheid  in  South 
Africa." 

When  the  Norwegian  ambassador 
arrived  at  the  main  entrance  of  General 
Theological  Seminary  here  at  8:30  a  m., 
carrying  a  bouquet  of  roses,  Bishop  Tutu 
received  official  word  that  he  had  won 
the  Nobel  Peace  Prize 

At  9:05  the  chapel  bells  pealed,  and 
ecstatic  students  and  faculty  members 
filed  into  the  seminary  chapel  for  a 
solemn  service  of  thanksgiving.  The 
quickly  assembled  service  celebrated 
the  honor  that  had  come  to  me  passionate 
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and  witty  black  South  African  church¬ 
man.  Bishop  Tutu  is  living  at  the  Epis¬ 
copal  campus  at  175  Ninth  Ave.  this  fall, 
while  serving  as  visiting  professor  of 
Anglican  studies. 

The  bishop  said  the  Nobel  Prize  is  a 
“wonderful  symbol”  that  is  “going  to  be 
a  tremendous  boost”  to  the  morale  of 
black  South  Africans,  who  have  been  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  country's  new  consti¬ 
tution  and  stripped  of  South  African 
citizenship,  and  who  are  suffering  high 
unemployment. 
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Church  seeks  to  serve  UMs  abroad 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILLE  —  A  plan  for  developing 
a  support  network  for  American  United 
Methodists  living  in  other  countries  was 
introduced  here  by  the  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  Oct.  4. 


The  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  general  sec¬ 
retary,  said  the  project  is  the  culmina¬ 
tion  of  work  by  three  United  Methodist 
general  agencies  —  the  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship,  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  and  the  Board  of  Global 


Mainline  Protestants  reassess 
denominations’  abortion  stands 


From  Religious  News  Service 
WASHINGTON  -  Mainline  Protestant 
denominations  —  long  identified  with  the 
pro-choice  side  of  the  abortion  debate  — 
have  begun  to  revise  and  reassess  their 
positions  on  this  divisive  moral  and 
political  issue. 

The#reassessment  has  come  as  oppo¬ 
nents  of  abortion  within  the  denomi¬ 
nations  have  begun  to  organize  them¬ 
selves  more  effectively,  posing  the  most 
formidable  challenge  to  the  churches' 
pro-choice  views  since  abortion  was 
legalized  in  1973. 

•  The  Presbyterian  Church  (USA), 
on  Oct.  15,  sent  study  materials  on 
abortion  to  its  12,000  congregations, 
launching  a  four-month  period  of  review 
of  a  1983  statement  issued  by  the  denomi¬ 
nation.  The  1983  position  came  under 
attack  by  local  church  bodies  at  the 
denomination’s  annual  meeting  last 
July.  Many  objected  to  the  statement’s 
view  that  abortion  is  not  only  a  right  but 
some  times  an  “act  of  faithfulness  before 
God.” 

•  The  Lutheran  World  Federation, 
which  embraces  54  million  Lutherans, 
passed  a  strong  resolution  at  its  August 
meeting  in  Budapest,  Hungary,  opposing 
the  abortion  of  “pre-born  children.’’ 

•  The  General  Conference  of  the  Unit¬ 


ed  Methodist  Church,  meeting  last  May, 
tightened  its  stand  on  abortion,  and 
touched  off  a  growing  dispute  in  the 
church  over  the  significance  of  the 
revision. 

•  At  its  quadrennial  meeting  in  mid¬ 
summer,  the  African  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  the  second  largest  black 
denomination  in  the  country,  reaffirmed 
its  opposition  to  legal  abortion  except  in 
cases  of  rape  and  incest. 

•  In  July,  delegates  to  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  a 
historic  “peace”  church,  tightened  its 
position  on  abortion  by  stating  flatly  that 
the  church  “opposes  abortion  because 
the  rejection  of  unborn  children  violates 
the  love  of  God  by  which  God  creates  and 
nurtures  human  life.” 

At  the  same  time,  however,  the  Breth¬ 
ren  supported  the  “integrity  of 
conscience  in  decision-making  in  relation 
to  pregnancy  and  child-bearing  .  .  ." 
This  protest  against  abortion,  combined 
with  moral  support  for  those  who  feel 
they  must  undergo  an  abortion,  reflect 
two  main  tenets  held  by  the  Brethren  — 
respect  for  life  and  respect  for  conscience. 

•  In  June,  the  14-million-member 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  passed  its 
strongest  anti-abortion  resolution  ever, 
opposing  it  even  in  cases  of  rape  and 
incest. 


Ministries  —  seeking  to  provide  congre¬ 
gational  support  to  United  Methodists 
who  are  U.S.-born  citizens  now  living  and 
working  in  countries  abroad. 

“Now  the  Board  of  Discipleship  is  tak¬ 
ing  the  lead,’’  Dr.  Jones  said.  He  said  the 
staff  and  board  members  will  begin  their 
work  by  trying  different  strategies  in 
several  countries. 

“Each  country  is  different,”  he  said. 

Bishop  Hermann  L.  Sticher,  a  board 
member  from  West  Germany,  said  a 
similar  program  in  the  church  there  had 
been  “extremely  successful.”  He  and 
other  board  members  affirmed  the  plan 
to  relate  to  United  Methodists  who  some¬ 
times  feel  isolated  from  church  activity. 

The  one  dissenting  voice  on  the  over¬ 
seas  program  came  from  the  Rev.  Re¬ 
becca  Parker  of  Seattle.  She  said  she 
feared  that  establishing  American 
churches  would  encourage  separatism 
and  a  superior  attitude  often  typical  of 
U.S.  citizens  living  abroad. 

“This  idea  seems  in  conflict  with  our 
missional  priority  of  strengthening  eth¬ 
nic  minority  churches  and  affirming  our 
diversity,”  Ms.  Parker  said.  “While  I 
support  the  idea  of  strengthening  our 
commitment  to  United  Methodists  in  oth¬ 
er  parts  of  the  world,  I  think  when  Ameri¬ 
cans  go  to  other  countries  that  they 
should  try  to  integrate  themselves  rather 
than  set  themselves  apart.  The  church 
should  encourage  sharing  with  Chris¬ 
tians  in  other  cultures.” 

Bishop  Sticher  and  other  board  mem¬ 
bers  assured  concerned  persons  that 
while  the  project  is  designed  to  strength¬ 
en  connections  with  American  United 
Methodists  living  abroad,  that  it  also  will 
encourage  those  individuals  to  work  with 
persons  in  indigenous  churches  and  fel¬ 
lowships 


People  in  the  news 


•  •  • 


Indian  woman  crosses 
cultural  barriers  to  answer 
‘divine  call’  in  Illinois 

Growing  up  in  Bombay,  India,  the  Rev. 
Margaret  Misal  learned  that  there  were 
only  a  few  careers  that  a  woman  could 
enter.  Yet  it  was  a  “divine  call”  to  enter 
the  ministry  that  enabled  her  to 
overcome  the  sexism  barriers  of  her 
culture  and  become  the  first  East  Indian 
ordained  a  United  Methodist  clergy- 
woman  in  the  U.S. 

Ms.  Misal,  47,  is  a  second  generation 
Christian  and  the  first  minister  in  her 
Indian  family.  Her  father  converted  to 
Christianity  from  Hinduism  after 
hearing  the  gospel  proclaimed  by 
Presbyterian  missionaries. 

A  former  teacher  and  assistant  prin¬ 
cipal  at  Indian  high  school,  she  said  “I 
did  not  plan  to  become  a  minister,,  but 
God  has  a  special  plan  for  me.” 

That  “special  plan”  began  in  1972  when 


she,  her  husband, 

Shashi,  a  drafts¬ 
man,  and  their 
two  young  daugh-  I 
ters  came  to  the  W 
U.S.  so  she  could 
begin  her  minis-  ..wP* 

terial  studies. 

During  the  follow¬ 
ing  nine  years  Ms. 

Misal  earned  de-  Margaret  Misal 
grees  from  Drew  University  and  Prince¬ 
ton  Seminary  in  New  Jersey. 

“I  decided  to  become  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  while  still  in  school,  studying  the 
various  denominations.  I  like  the 
pluralism  and  the  inclusiveness  of  the 
denomination.” 

Ms.  Misal  is  a  member  of  the  Central 
Illinois  Annual  Conference  and  for  seven 
years  has  served  two  small 
predominantly-white  congregations  in 
the  Springfield  area.  She  and  her  family 
live  in  Springfield. 

“There  is  mutual  happiness  between 


Who’s  discovered  the  new  high 
interest-sensitive  dividends  from 
Presbyterian  Ministers’  Fund? 

There’s  no  mystery.  They  all  have  Every  one  of  them! 

These  men  and  women  of  the  household  of  faith 
always  knew  they  could  count  on  us  for  the  best  value 
in  life  insurance.  But  now,  we’ve  given  them 
something  extra 

Presbyterian  Ministers’  Fund  is  celebrating  225  years 
of  financial  ministry  by  introducing  an  exciting  new 
concept.  It’s  called  Harvester  225.  And  it’s  important 
news  about  life  insurance 
for  both  current  and  fu¬ 
ture  policyowners 

Harvester  225  uses  in¬ 
terest-sensitive  dividends 
to  boost  cash  accumula¬ 
tions  So  now.  based  on 
our  current  dividend 
scale,  you  can  have  50% 
to  90%  more  in  cash  accu¬ 
mulations  than  ever  before. 

Best  of  all.  Harvester  225  has  the  same  affordable 
rates  folks  expect  from  Presbyterian  Ministers'  Fund. 

Are  you  eligible  for  Harvester  225? 

We  protect  religious  leaders  and  clergy  of  all  de¬ 
nominations  .  their  spouses,  children  and  grand¬ 
children  church  employees .  .  theology  students 


and  others.  In  fact,  if  you're  reading  this  message, 
there’s  a  good  chance  you  qualify 
Even  though  we’re  America's  oldest  insurance  com¬ 
pany,  our  ideas  are  as  up-to-date  as  today's  most  re¬ 
warding  financial  opportunities. 

So  find  out  how  much  higher  your  cash  accumula¬ 
tions  can  be  with  Harvester  225. 

Mail  the  coupon . .  or  call  us . .  today.  You’ll  be  glad 
you  did! 

For  fastest  service,  call  toll-free  (800)  523-4810. 
(In  Pennsylvania,  call  (800)  462-4950.) 


Based  on  our  current  dividend 
scale  lor  a  man  age  35  Dividends 
are  not  guaranteed  lor  the  future 
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me  and  my  congregations.  They  are 
happy  with  me  and  I  am  happy  with 
them,”  she  said.  “It  is  an  educational 
experience  for  all  of  us.” 

Ms.  Misal  occasionally  interjects  her 
East  Indian  culture  into  her  sermons. 

“For  example,”  she  stated,  “I  stress 
the  importance  of  individual  worth  found 
in  Christianity  by  comparing  it  with 
Hinduism.  In  Hinduism,  women  are  sub¬ 
jugated  and  have  little  worth.” 

Motivating  women  for  leadership  roles 
is  also  one  of  Ms.  Misal’s  interests.  “At 
my  churches  many  of  the  women  are  re¬ 
luctant  to  get  involved  in  leadership.  I 
show  them  that  they  have  talents  and 
encourage  their  participation.” 

Ordained  in  1981,  Ms.  Misal  added  that 
her  parents,  who  still  live  in  India,  are 
very  happy  with  her  vocation.  “My 
mother  came  all  the  way  from  India  to 
hear  me  preach  last  summer.  It  was  a 
thrilling  experience,  beyond  her  imagi¬ 
nation,  to  see  me  as  a  minister.  I  showed 
her  how  the  Lord  can  use  people  for  His 
will.”  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


Singapore’s  minister  of  education,  Tay  Eng  Soon  (left),  and 
the  Rev.  T.  C.  Nga  support  the  teaching  of  religion  in  public 
schools.  Unlike  U.S.  religion-in-schools  advocates,  however, 
they  reject  public  prayers  and  other  religious  practices  in  school 
as  inappropriate.  The  photo  at  right  of  Wesley  Methodist  Church 
symbolizes  the  importance  government  leaders  attach  to  the 
presence  of  religion  in  the  midst  of  a  thriving,  modern  nation. 
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Required  religion  classes  serve 
4 good  of  society’  in  Singapore 
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By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

SINGAPORE  —  At  the  same  time  U.S. 
presidential  candidates  are  debating  the 
proper  role  of  religion  in  public  schools,  a 
close  look  at  this  small  island  nation's 
answer  to  the  question  might  prove 
instructive. 

Students  in  Singapore’s  public  schools 
not  only  are  allowed  to  take  religion 
courses  —  they  are  required  to  do  so. 

No  other  nation  has  anything  quite  like 
the  recently  introduced  program, 
leaders  here  say.  And  the  students  par¬ 
ticipating  are  even  more  pluralistic  reli¬ 
giously  than  those  in  the  U.S. 

In  addition  to  large  numbers  of 
Buddhists,  Moslems,  Taoists  and  Hindus, 
Singapore’s  schools  are  filled  with  Chris¬ 
tians  deeply  divided  among  themselves 
as  “fundamentalists,”  Catholics  and 
mainline  Protestants. 

Affluence  threatens  values 

The  government  has  introduced 
religion  into  Singapore  schools  “for  the 
good  of  society,”  says  Singapore's  minis¬ 
ter  of  education,  Tay  Eng  Soon. 

Dr.  Tay,  an  active  Methodist  layman, 
says:  “With  our  nation’s  growing  af¬ 
fluence,  we  feel  there  might  be  an  ero¬ 
sion  of  values  that  have  put  us  in  good 
stead. 

“Singapore  is  the  second  largest  port 
in  the  world.  We  are  exposed  to  cultures 
from  almost  every  part  of  the  world.  Our 
traditional  values  of  hard  work,  thrift, 
respect  for  the  elderly  and  family  ties 
are  under  stress  because  of  our 
affluence.” 

He  does  not  believe  there  has  been 
much  slippage  of  “the  Singapore 
people’s  conservative  values.  A  survey, 
for  example,  showed  that  the  majority  of 
our  young  people  find  premarital  sex  un¬ 
acceptable,”  Dr.  Tay  says. 

Prayer,  practice  prohibited 

The  nation’s  top  education  official  says 
he  believes  the  government  has  found  a 
way  to  introduce  religion  classes  while 
avoiding  the  usual  negative  aspects  of 
coercing  some  students  to  participate  in 
something  with  which  they  don’t  agree  — 
or  to  be  embarrassed  by  refusing. 

Scarritt  may  get 
$300,000  grant 
from  special  fund 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILLE  -  The  bleak  financial 
picture  at  a  United  Methodist-related 
college  prompted  two  recommendations 
by  the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  at  its  first  meeting  of  the  1984-88 
quadrennium  Oct.  11-13: 

•  Scarritt  College,  Nashville,  should 
receive  in  1985  three-fifths  —  $300,000  — 
of  a  special  churchwide  fund  set  aside 
annually  for  three  church-related 
schools. 

•  A  special  committee  should  study  the 
financial  situation  at  Scarritt,  which  has 
been  plagued  in  the  past  several  years  by 
low  enrollments  and  budget  problems. 
The  committee  will  report  to  the  spring 
meeting  of  the  Division  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion. 

If  approved  by  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration,  the  $300,000 
will  come  from  the  denomination’s  Three 
College-University  Fund,  a  source  of 
$500,000  apportioned  annually  and 
divided  among  Scarritt,  American  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Washington  and  Alaska  Pacific 
University  in  Anchorage. 

Absolution  offered 
hymnbook  pilferers 

DALLAS  —  Absolution  from  sins—  or 
at  least  one  particular  sin  —  is  being 
offered  students  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  at  Southern  Methodist 
University. 

The  Oct.  15  issue  of  the  Perkins  News¬ 
letter  notes  that  the  absolutions  —  at  no 
charge  —  will  be  given  to  those  who 
return  hymnals  and  hymnal  supplements 
that  have  been  steadily  disappearing 
from  the  racks  in  the  seminary  chapel. 

For  those  who  return  the  books,  “no 
one  will  tell,"  the  article  says,  “if  you’re 
smart  enough  to  do  it  when  no  one  is 
looking!  "  Free  absolution  is  then  offered 
“unto  all  those  with  sticky  fingers  —  and 
a  somewhat  guilty  conscience.” 


Students  are  given  a  choice  of  five 
courses:  the  Bible,  Islam,  Hinduism, 
Buddhism  and  Confucian  ethics.  Of¬ 
ficials  hope  to  introduce  soon  a  sixth  al¬ 
ternative,  the  study  of  major  religions  of 
the  world. 

“The  purpose  of  these  courses  is 
knowledge.  We  allow  no  prayers  or  medi¬ 
tation,”  Dr.  Tay  says. 

The  religion  courses  include  standard 
texts  and  examinations.  The  instructors 
are  teachers  of  other  school  subjects  who 
volunteer  for  the  assignment. 

The  religion  teachers  must  receive 
government-approved  training.  Bible 
teachers  receive  that  training  from 
Trinity  Theological  College,  an  ecumeni¬ 
cal  school  owned  by  the  Methodists. 

“Values  not  relative” 

Education  officials  two  years  ago 
decided  the  schools  needed  education 
about  religion  even  though  students  long 
have  been  taught  “secular  moral 
values”  in  grades  1-8. 

“Tolerance  is  especially  important  to 
learn  in  our  multi-racial,  multi-lingual, 
multi-religious  society,”  Dr.  Tay  says. 
“Twenty  years  ago,  we  had  race  riots.” 
About  75  percent  of  the  population  is 
Chinese,  15  percent  Malay  and  7  percent 
Indian. 

During  grades  7-8,  “we  do  value  clarifi¬ 
cation  with  students,  although  it  is  much 
different  from  the  way  you  do  it  in  the 
United  States,”  Dr.  Tay  says.  “Unlike  in 
the  United  States  where  values  are 
taught  as  being  relative,  we  are  quite 
clear  what  values  we  support.  There  are 
right  and  wrong  actions  in  this  nation. 

“We  teach  responsibility  to  society,  not 
just  individual  rights.  We  stress  relation¬ 
ships  with  friends  and  schoolmates, 
honesty,  support  of  the  elderly  and  fi¬ 
delity  in  marriage." 

Secular  values  not  enough 

But  Dr.  Tay  says  education  officials 
came  to  feel  that  secular  values  were  not 
enough. 


“We  feel  students  need  to  learn  about 
at  least  one  major  religion  because  the 
religions  have  great  survival  qualities  — 
they  enable  people  to  survive  no  matter 
what  else  happens.” 

The  Rev.  T.  C.  Nga,  president  of  the 
Singapore  Methodist  Church’s  largest 
annual  conference,  says  he  has 
supported  the  religion  courses  because  it 
is  better  for  teenagers  to  be  taught 
values  rooted  in  long-tested  religious 
beliefs  than  for  the  state  to  invent  its  own 
set  of  values. 

“The  government  was  very  impressed 
with  the  people  coming  out  of  our 
Christian  schools  and  saw  that  they  com¬ 
mitted  less  crime,  etc.,”  Mr.  Nga  says. 
So  the  government  asked  the  Christians 
and  other  religious  leaders  to  help  in 
teaching  morals  in  the  schools,  he  says. 

Christians  are  particularly  interesting 
examples  in  Singapore  because  while 
they  make  up  about  11  percent  of  the 
population,  they  are  35  percent  of  the  citi¬ 
zens  who’ve  had  higher  education,  Mr. 
Nga  says.  (The  number  of  Christians  has 
more  than  doubled  since  1970). 

Dr.  Tay  says  he  has  heard  almost  no 
opposition  to  the  religion  courses.  He 
says  the  differences  in  religions  don’t 
pose  much  confusion  because  they 
“mostly  are  6f  form,  such  as  food 
habits."  Most  advocate  similar  moral 
values,  he  says. 

Quality  of  life  is  high 
The  religion  values  are  being  taught  in 
a  country  where  some  conformity  strong¬ 
ly  is  encouraged.  The  government  is  a 
parliamentary  democracy,  but  it  exerts 
pressures  against  opposition  groups. 
Amnesty  International  reports  cases  of 
political  imprisonment,  although  not  of 
torture.  The  Freedom  House 
organization,  which  coincidentally 
rates  nations  on  the  basis  of  nearly  all  the 
freedoms  advocated  in  the  United 
Methodist  “Social  Principles,”  ranks 
Singapore  half-way  between  “free”  and 
“not  free.” 

On  the  other  hand,  Singapore  is  a 
garden  spot  not  just  of  Asia  but  the  whole 
world.  The  quality  of  life  and  income 
level  for  the  average  citizen  is  exception¬ 
ally  high.  Signs  of  poverty  or  urban  de¬ 
cay  in  the  city /country  of  about  1.5  mil¬ 
lion  are  almost  non-existent.  It  ranks 
with  European  and  North  American  na¬ 
tions  in  the  top  category  on  health  static- 
tics. 

Education  officials  —  and,  to  some 
extent,  religious  leaders  —  believe 
shared  values  have  put  Singapore  where 
it  is  today.  And  they’re  betting  on  the 
schools’  teaching  about  religion  to  help 
preserve  what  they’ve  gained. 


Wesley’s  guidance  sets 
strict  rules  for  Christians 


By  WALTER  N.  VERNON 

In  early  Methodism  —  in  England  and 
in  America  —  mature  Christians  would 
meet  with  newer  Christians  to  “instruct, 
rebuke,  exhort,  and  pray  with  them,  and 
for  them  .  .  .,”  according  to  John  Wesley 
in  “The  People  Called  Methodists." 

Beginning  Christians  were  examined 
regularly  by  their  leaders  and  “if  the 
behaviour  of  any  one  is  blameable  ...  it 
is  easily  discovered,  and  either  the  of¬ 
fence  or  the  offender  removed  in  time.” 

Wesley  commented  that  “Whenever  it 
is  needful  to  exclude  any  disorderly 
member  out  of  the  society,  it  is  done  in 
the  most  quiet  and  inoffensive  manner 
...”  This  was  in  keeping  with  New 
Testament  directions  (Matt.  18:15-17)  to 
counsel  privately  with  an  offending 
member  or,  if  necessary,  to  involve 
several  witnesses  or,  finally,  to  report 
the  matter  to  the  church  itself. 

The  Christmas  Conference  of  1784  put 
it  like  this  in  its  published  Minutes:  “Let 
each  leader  carefully  inquire  how  every 
Soul  in  his  class  prospers.  Not  only  how 
each  Person  observes  the  outward  Rules, 
but  how  he  grows  in  the  Knowledge  and 
Love  of  God.” 

The  leaders  examined  those  under 
their  care  according  to  these  directions  . 
“How  little  faith  is  there  among  us?  .  .  . 
How  much  Love  of  the  World?  Desire  of 
Pleasure,  of  Ease,  of  Praise,  of  Getting 
Money?  How  little  brotherly  love0  .  .  . 
What  want  of  moral  honesty?  .  .  .  Who 
does  as  he  would  be  done  by,  in  buying 
and  selling?” 

Eventually  the  time  came  in  the 
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church  when  it  was  necessary  to  estab¬ 
lish  procedures  for  dealing  with  a 
member  whose  beliefs  or  behavior  were 
considered  unworthy  or  sinful.  Even 
then,  however,  it  was  seen  that  most  im¬ 
portant  was  a  sense  of  Christian  commu¬ 
nity  and  fellowship  in  which  pastors 
knew  their  members  and  lay  members 
were  expected  to  “watch  over  each  other 
in  love.” 

“All  the  strictness  of  the  rules,"  com¬ 
ments  Dr.  Frederick  A.  Norwood, 
“.  .  .all  the  soberness  of  reproof  ...  all 
the  grimness  of  reproof,  must  be  seen 
and  understood  in  the  light  of  the  saving 
grace  of  brotherly  love,  mutual  concern, 
self-giving  witness  to  faith  in  Christ. 
When  fellowship  is  gone  the  discipline  be¬ 
comes  petty,  hateful,  carping,  and  de¬ 
structive  ...”  (Church  Membership  in 
the  Methodist  Tradition ) 

Dr.  Norwood  concluded:  “The  secret 
of  effective  discipline  lies  in  its  motiva¬ 
tion.  Men  and  women  who  have  been 
found  of  God,  who  know  the  saving  grace 
of  Jesus  Christ,  who  are  possessed  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  who  are  ‘people  of  one  Book,’ 
who  understand  the  true  meaning  of 
Christian  community  in  the  Church  — 
these  will  be  able  to  accept  and  follow  a 
Rule  of  life.” 
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Conference  Council  Hears  Bishop 
And  Plans  1985  Programming 


To  Be  Organized 

Throughout  our  Annual  Conference 
there  are  many  persons  who  are 
somewhat  limited  because  of  physically 
handicapping  conditions.  Many  of  these 
persons  would  like  to  be  more  active  in 
our  Churches  than  they  are.  Still  others 
have  found  that  their  local  church  has 
done  much  to  help  them  to  be  active 
participants  in  the  community  of  faith. 
And  there  are  other  persons  who  are  not 
actively  a  part  of  the  life  of  the  church 
because,  when  they  go  to  Church,  they 
feel  excluded. 

The  Board  of  church  and  Society  would 
like  to  collect  these  various  stories  into  a 
Task  Force  to  raise  the  conscience  level 
of  the  people  of  our  Churches.  Such  a 
Task  Force  would  be  a  great  assistance 
to  local  churches  in  helping  them  to  be 
aware  of  what  is  available  in  assistance 
for  persons  with  handicapping  conditions 
in  their  own  communities. 

The  Board  would  like  to  organize  this 
Task  Force  early  in  1985.  If  there  are 
persons  in  your  congregations  who  are 
interested  in  working  with  the  handicap, 
or  who  are  handicap,  and  who  would 
serve  effectively  on  such  a  task  force, 
please  contact  Rev.  Mickey  Stringfield, 
2221  Filmore  Avenue,  1-504-282-3913. 

McClain  Improving 

Rev.  Joe  McClain,  senior  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  is  recovering  from  triple  by-pass 
heart  surgery  at  Baton  Rouge  General 
Hospital.  He  did  not  have  a  heart  attack, 
but  was  admitted  for  chest  pain  on 
October  23  and  underwent  surgery  on 
October  24. 


The  stated  purpose  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  is: 

“To  facilitate  the  church’s  program 
life  in  the  Annual  Conference.  The 
Council’s  task  is  to  be  responsible  for 
the  development  and  administration 
of  the  program  of  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  and  to  encourage,  coordinate, 
and  support  the  conference  agencies, 
districts,  and  local  churches  in  their 
ministry  and  various  programs.” 

On  October  12,  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  pro¬ 
ceeded  about  their  work  of  doing  the 
above.  Retiring  chairperson,  Mrs.  Amy 
Ward,  reviewed  the  accomplishments  of 
the  last  four  years  and  expressed 
appreciation  to  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson 
and  the  group  for  their  support.  She  then 
turned  the  chair  over  to  Dr.  Charles 
Simmons,  the  new  Chairperson  of  the 
Council.  Dr.  Lonnie  Sibley  was  intro¬ 
duced  as  the  Vice-Chair,  and  Mrs.  Betty 
Rowell  as  Secretary.  Rev.  Don  Cottrill 
had  reported  the  suggested  names  for  the 
Councils  leadership  from  the  nominating 
committee.  They  were  unanimously 
elected. 

Among  the  special  reports  given  were: 
•Dr.  Alton  Hancock,  of  Centenary,  and 
Chair  of  Archives  and  History,  reported 
on  the  new  history  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  being  written  by  Dr.  Walter 
Vernon.  The  manuscript  will  be  ready  by 
December  1986  and  the  book  will  be 


ready  for  sale  at  the  Annual  Conference 
of  1987. 

•Dr.  Ken  Reed,  Chair  of  the  Committee 
on  a  Conference  Center  reported  that  the 
Committee  feels  it  needs  answers  to 
three  questions  about  a  Conference 
Center.  They  are:  1 )  What  are  the  factors 
that  are  moving  us  toward  a  Center?  2) 
What  factors  are  moving  us  away  from  a 
Center?  and  3)  If  it  becomes  a  reality, 
how  would  it  be  utilized? 

•Dr.  Ray  Branton  reported  for  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  on  the 
program  for  New  Church  Development 
and  Revitalization.  (See  next  week’s 
Louisiana  UM.) 

•Rev.  H.  A.  Harrington,  in  reporting 
for  the  Board  of  Discipleship, 
emphasized  their  participation  and 
funding  of  the  Sunday  School  lessons  for 
video  and  broadcast.  Also,  he  mentioned 
the  many  workshops  and  training  oppor¬ 
tunities  offered  by  the  Conference  for 
teachers  in  the  local  church.  The  third 
emphasis  he  brought  was  the 
reclamation  of  inactive  members  as  an 
important  factor  in  church  revitaliza¬ 
tion. 

•Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  Chairperson  of  the 
Communications  Committee  reported 
that: 

1  —  The  Sunday  School  Lessons  would 
be  available  on  video  cassettes  and 
possibly  on  satellite  soon. 

2  —  The  “Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Magazine”  would  be  placed  on  a 
statewide  network  of  cable  systems  as 
the  main  source  of  distribution.  (To 
begin  in  1985). 

3  —  The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Reporter’s  subscription  campaign  would 
be  January  20  through  the  27,  including 
both  Sundays.  Also,  an  effort  will  be 
made  to  assist  more  churches  to  publish 
local  church  editions  of  The  Reporter. 

4  —  Packets  and  personal  assistance 


for  local  church  radio  and  television 
efforts  would  be  available. 

5  —  Three  workshops  for  local 
churches  will  be  held  in  the  area  of  com¬ 
munications  in  1985.  (Newsletters, 
electronic  media,  media  contacts. ) 

•Rev.  Roger  Lathan,  reporting  for  the 
EMLC,  announced  that  Missional  Prio¬ 
rity  Seminars  would  be  held  March  16, 
1985.  More  information  will  be 
forthcoming. 

•Dr.  Harvey  Williamson  reminded  the 
Council  that  the  Convocation  of  Boards 
would  be  held  January  24  and  25,  with  the 
Council  on  Ministries  scheduled  for 
Saturday,  January  26.  First  UM  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  will  be  the  location. 

•Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood 
complimented  the  Council  on  their  sense 
of  priority  and  again  emphasized  his 
great  interest  in  evangelism  and  church 
growth,  Christian  education  and  contin¬ 
uing  education  for  ministers,  and  good 
preaching.  He  also  announced  that  there 
would  be  an  Executive  Session  of  the 
Conference  (for  ministers  only)  at  8:00 
p.m.  on  Friday,  January  25. 1985  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 
The  Bishop  aiso  gave  a  brief  preview  of 
the  Annual  Conference  with  a  number  of 
exciting  innovations. 

•Dr.  John  Braden  The  Director  of 
Educational  Ministries  used  the  after¬ 
noon  session  as  a  “Prioritizing  Process.” 
Small  groups  evaluated  various  interests 
and  programs  of  the  Annual  Conference. 
Then  in  plenary  session,  the  entire 
Council  evaluated  the  priorities  of  each 
group.  The  first  four  priorities  for  the 
Conference  for  1985  were: 

1—  The  Church  School  (Christian  Edu¬ 
cation) 

2  — Evangelism 

3  —  Revitalization  of  the  church. 

4  —  Outdoor  Opportunities  for  the  Con¬ 
ference. 


Workshops  For  Teachers 
of  Young  Children 
in  The  Small  Church 

November  3  —  Caddo  Heights  UM  Church,  Shreveport 
November  10  —  First  UM  Church,  Arcadia 
November  17  —  Claiborne  UM  Church,  West  Monroe 


Centenary  Unveils  Underwood  Portrait 

President  Don  Webb,  on  the  left,  is  shown  with  Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  at  the 
unveiling  of  the  new  portrait  of  the  Bishop,  which  will  hang  in  the  Board  Room  of 
Hamilton  Hall  at  Centenary  College.  The  ceremony  look  place  at  the  October  18, 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  The  other  portraits  are  Board  Chairperson  George 
Nelson,  on  the  left,  and  Dr.  Webb  in  the  center.  (Photo  bv  Janie  Flourney) 
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‘Song  of  The 
Felicianas’  given 
at  Old  Centenary 

SONG  OF  THE  FELICIANAS,  an 
original  historical  pageant  set  to  music 
had  its  premiere  performance  on 
Saturday,  October  20  at  the  Centenary 
College  State  Commemorative  Area, 
Jackson,  La.  The  production  was 
conducted  by  the  writer/composer, 
William  R.  Boyd  D.M.A.  and  was 
performed  by  the  Baton  Rouge 
Symphony  and  the  Centenary  College 
Choir.  The  pageant  was  narrated  by 
Kenneth  Klaus  Ph.D.  of  Nicholls  State 
University,  who  also  doubled  as  a  guest 
soloist,  along  with  the  Rev.  Joe  Nesom  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Jackson,  La. 
Dr.  Donald  Webb,  president  of  Centenary 
College  was  one  of  the  figures  in  the 
pageant’s  tableau,  joining  Feliciana 
Peach  Queen  Debra  Donze  and  other 
Felicianians  who  portrayed  characters 
of  importance  in  the  history  of  their  area. 

Dr.  Boyd  began  this  work  in 
recognition  of  the  two  hundredth  anni¬ 
versary  of  Methodism  in  America  and 
chose  to  focus  his  efforts  onto  a  tribute  to 
the  Centenary  College  of  Louisiana, 
named  for  its  founding  in  1839,  the 
Centenary  of  John  Wesley’s  establish¬ 
ment  of  Methodism  as  a  reform 
movement  in  the  Church  of  England. 
Centenary  College  flourished  in  Jackson 
for  many  years  and  was  one  of  the 
foremost  institutions  of  higher  education 
in  the  ante-bellum  South.  Its  history  was 
entwined  with  the  history  of  the 
Feliciana  parishes,  sharing  in  their 
cotton  prosperity  and  post-war  decline, 
providing  them  with  many  leaders, 
educated  on  the  picturesque  tree-shaded 
campus. 

The  presentation  was  videotaped  by 
the  Conference  and  is  available  through 
the  library  for  non-profit  showings  in 
local  churches. 


Task  Force  On 


the  Handicapped 


Belle  Chasse  Members  Serve  at  Expo  84 


B.v  ALBERT  TR1CKETT 
Romans  13:1-10 

The  United  States  was  born  in  rebellion 
against  authority.  So  these  words  from 
Paul’s  Letter  to  the  Romans  sometimes 
confuse  us  or,  at  best,  seem  difficult  to 
interpret.  For  Paul  very  clearly  states 
that  government  was  an  agent  of  God. 
The  state  was  His  instrument  for  order. 
The  rulers  of  states  had  God-ordained 
functions  —  to  promote  the  good  and 
reward  good  conduct.  Even  when  this 
ruler  unsheathes  his  sword  and  goes  to 
war,  he  is  God’s  servant  because  he  is 
working  to  punish  the  wrongdoer. 

The  Christian  citizen,  says  Paul,  has  a 
duty  to  be  obedient  to  the  governments 
and  to  the  rulers  of  the  state.  If  Rome 
levied  taxes  on  incomes  and  on  land,  that 
was  all  right  for  taxes  were  needed  for 
Rome  to  keep  order.  If  local  governments 
levied  taxes  for  roads,  harbors,  public 
works,  etc.,  (as  they  did),  that  was  all 
right,  too.  Not  only  were  they  to  pay  the 
taxes  gladly.  The  Christian  citizen  was 
also  to  respect  and  honor  the  officials  in 
power  for  they  were  God-ordained  to  be 


revolution  drove  underground  all 
evidences  of  the  Christian  faith  (of  all 
faiths,  for  that  matter).  For  several 
decades  public  and  private  worship  was 
banned  and  the  publishing  and  dis¬ 
tribution  of  religious  materials  strictly 
forbidden.  Just  a  very  few  years  ago, 
these  restrictions  were  relaxed  to  the 
point  that  worship  could  again  be 
celebrated  in  the  churches  long  since 
converted  to  museums,  factories, 
warehouses,  etc.  The  amazing  fact 
revealed  as  Christians  began  gathering 
again  for  worship  is  that  during  the  worst 
persecution  of  the  atheistic  regime, 
Christianity  grew  in  numbers  and  in 
spirit  as  the  Church  functioned  in  secret. 
Today,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  Christians 
are  still  discriminated  against  in  the  job 
market  and  other  areas  of  life,  the 
Church  is  growing  by  leaps  and  bounds. 

A  few  months  ago,  my  wife  and  I 
observed  a  lady  crossing  Red  Square  in 
Moscow,  Russia.  She  had  been  shopping 
and  was  carrying  her  bag  as  she  walked 
in  front  of  GUM  Department  Store. 


A 

Webb,  Carruth  Honored  By 


Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 

Dr.  Don  Webb,  on  the  left.  President  of  Centenary  College,  has  been  named  to  the 
University  Senate  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Dr.  Nancy  Carruth,  right,  was 
elected  President  of  the  Division  of  Higher  Education  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  at  its  recent  meeting,  October  11-13,  in  Nashville.  Dr.  Webb’s 
election  took  place  at  the  same  GBHEM  meeting.  (Photo  By  Janie  Flourney) 
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Council  on  Mlriistrt*s^n<mMerT6p  Wt —  a  large  segment  or  the  Council  a  t  work ;  top  right  — 
Ward  reviewing  her  four  years  as  Council  Chairperson:  middle  left  —  Betty  Rowell,  Council  Secretary  (left)  discussing  the 
with  Roger  Lathan:  middle  right  —  Charles  Simmons  assuming  the  Chair  of  the  Council:  bottom  left  — Calvin  Lapuyade 
Bill  Eubanks  share  the  break  together ;  bottom  right  —  Bishop  Underwood  addressing  the  Council. 
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The  “THIRST”  pavilion  in  the  Great  Hall  at  the  Louisiana  World  Exposition  ’84  in 
New  Orleans  is  an  excellent  example  of  Christians  working  together.  It  is  sponsored 
by  the  New  Orleans  Federation  of  Churches  and  manned  by  volunteers  from  all  of  the 
denominations  sponsoring  it. 

"Thirst”  illustrates  man's  thirst  for  God  in  his  life.  The  film  depicts  man’s  search 
for  the  living  water  and  visitors  to  the  pavilion  will  see,  hear  and  feel  storms,  stars, 
breezes  and  rippling  water  while  a  powerful  narrative  and  music  fill  the  air. 

An  exhibit  of  about  200  Bibles  is  on  display  including  first  editions  and  very  rare 
publications. 

Pictured  are  Mrs.  Charles  Schech,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Howard  and  J.  A.  Howard  who  are 
volunteers  at  the  pavilion.  They  are  members  of  the  Belle  Chasse  United  Methodist 
Church.  Rev.  John  E.  Scarf  is  the  pastor. 


International  Lesson  Series 


Responding  to  God’s  Authority 


in  authority. 

Since  we  are  citizens  of  a  nation  born  in 
revolution,  we  find  it  difficult  to  accept 
Paul’s  admonition  without  inter¬ 
pretation.  We  believe  in  the  freedom  of 
each  individual.  We  believe  that  no  ruler 
is  above  the  law.  The  divine  right  of  kings 
(which  in  earlier  days  was  defended  by 
reference  to  Paul’s  writings)  is 
something  totally  alien  to  us. 

We  find  the  acceptance  of  such  blind 
obedience  impossible  to  stomach  so  we 
must  look  to  other  parts  of  the  world  to 
understand  how  one  can  be  subservient 
to  an  atheistic  state  and  still  loyal  to  God. 

In  mainland  China  the  communist 


Suddenly  she  stopped,  put  her  shopping 
bag  on  the  brick  sidewalk,  clasped  her 
hands  in  prayer  and  made  the  sign  of  the 
cross  as  she  faced  St.  Basil’s  Cathedral. 
Russia  now  admits  to  forty  million 
Christians  so  the  actual  number  must  be 
much  larger.  The  number  is  growing 
because  the  people,  officially  obedient  to 
the  state,  know  that  their  true  allegiance 
belongs  to  God.  Though  discriminated 
against  (one  must  be  communistic  and, 
thereby,  atheistic  in  order  to  attain  any 
position  of  importance),  the  Christians  of 
Russia  continue  to  respond  to  God’s 
authority.  Can  we  of  the  free  world  do 
anything  less? 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 


Walter  L.  Underwood,  Bishop 
Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
Council  Director 


Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 
Linda  Crum, 
Editorial  Assistant 


527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


B.R.— Hammond  Older  Adults 


Meet  At  Camp  Istrouma 


The  Older  Adult  Camp  of  the  Baton 
Rouge-Hammond  District  was  held 
September  20  at  Camp  Istrouma. 

After  a  time  of  singing  and  games  a 
worship  service  was  held  by  Rev.  Donald 
Hall  District  Superintendent.  The  group 
then  gathered  to  enjoy  the  covered-dish 
lunch. 

After  lunch  a  business  meeting  was 
held  to  elect  a  committee  to  promote  the 


next  camp.  It  was  decided  to  have  two 
camps  a  year  with  the  first  one  held  on 
May  2, 1985.  Those  desiring  to  come  a  day 
early  will  be  provided  with  meals  and 
sleeping  accommodations. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  Sewell,  Sr.  were 
the  coordinators  for  this  year’s  camp. 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jerome  Cain  led  the 
singing 
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Editorials**™ 

Two  peace  efforts  worth  noticing 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


If  you  get  most  of  your  news  from  tele¬ 
vision  or  a  daily  newspaper,  you  proba¬ 
bly  are  unaware  of  the  role  the  church 
has  played  recently  in  two  major  peace 
making  efforts.  Regrettably,  those  ef¬ 
forts  have  gone  largely  unnoticed  and  un- 
report  ed. 

More  than  a  dozen  denominations  and 
church-related  groups,  including  United 
Methodism’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  actively  worked  with  others 
to  persuade  Congress  to  approve  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  a  U.S.  Institute  of  Peace. 

The  new  institute  creates  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  our  nation  a  govern¬ 
ment  agency  devoted  to  the  study  and 
promotion  of  peace.  And  why  shouldn’t 
we?  If  we  must  have  a  variety  of  agen¬ 
cies  trained  in  the  use  of  military  force  to 
achieve  national  interests,  why  shouldn’t 
at  least  one  agency  be  committed  to  the 

Render  to  Caesar 
and  to  God:  Vote 

Jesus  taught  His  followers  to  "render 
to  Caesar  the  things  that  are  Caesar’s, 
and  to  God  the  things  that  are  God’s.” 

By  voting  in  the  national,  state,  county 
and  local  elections  on  Tuesday.  Novem¬ 
ber  6,  we  have  an  opportunity  to  render 
both. 

Christians  should  vote  because  it  is  the 
most  basic  exercise  of  responsible  cit¬ 
izenship. 

We  also  should  vote  because  it  is  a 
basic  means  of  expressing  in  political 
terms  our  deepest  convictions  about  the 
leadership  needs  of  our  society. 

In  expressing  our  conscience  through 
the  ballot  box,  there  is  no  one  "right”  or 
"Christian”  way  to  vote.  Persons  of 
Christian  character  and  conviction  often 
will  disagree  regarding  parties,  candi¬ 
dates  and  issues. 

There  should  be  no  disagreement 
among  Christians,  however,  that  it  is 
"right”  to  exercise  our  right  to  vote  on 
November  6. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


pursuit  of  those  interests  by  non-violent 
means? 

Realistically,  the  immediate  impact  of 
this  new  agency  on  national  policy  is 
likely  to  be  minimal.  But  its  mere  exis¬ 
tence  as  a  government  agency  provides 
an  unprecedented  recognition  of  the  need 
to  resolve  conflicts  between  nations  with¬ 
out  violence. 

Supporters  of  the  peace  institute  agree 
that  support  from  the  church  played  an 
important  role  in  gaining  final  approval 
for  the  new  agency. 

Similarly,  few  news  reports  noted  the 
crucial  role  played  by  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Church  in  setting  up  a  “peace  com¬ 
mission”  to  work  for  an  end  to  El  Salva¬ 
dor’s  five-year-old  civil  war.  The  peace 
commission  appears  to  mark  the  first 
real  progress  toward  ending  that  war, 
which  has  claimed  more  than  50,000 
lives. 

But  how  many  people  are  aware  that 
the  historic  meeting  between  Salvadoran 
President  Jose  Duarte  and  rebel  leaders, 
which  resulted  in  the  joint  peace  effort, 
took  place  in  the  sanctuary  of  a  church? 
Nor  is  it  widely  recognized  that,  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  that  meeting,  Roman  Catholic  offi¬ 
cials  were  asked  to  play  the  difficult  and 
sensitive  role  of  “mediators”  in  future 
scheduled  peace  talks. 

We  as  Christians  justifiably  can  take 
pride  in  knowing  that  the  church  has 
been  instrumental  in  these  efforts  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  biblical  mandate  of  turning 
swords  into  plowshares.  Too  often  the 
church  has  been  either  ineffective  or  un¬ 
involved  in  such  efforts. 

As  Christians,  we  should  not  seek  to  be 
peace-makers  in  order  to  receive  worldly 
accolades.  That  role  is  part  of  our  calling, 
and  we  should  be  faithful  to  it  whether 
the  news  media  or  anyone  else  takes  no¬ 
tice.  But  where  possible,  credit  should  be 
given  by  the  public  news  media,  not  to 
promote  the  cause  of  religion  but  to  let 
the  public  know  the  constructive  role  re¬ 
ligious  persons  and  institutions  fre¬ 
quently  play  in  the  quest  for  peace 
among  the  world’s  nations  and  peoples. 


'"‘Does  yourgiving 
reflect  your  livirg? " 
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Here  I  Stand 


NOVEMBER  2,  1984 


Black  colleges’  6 stop  gap’  role 
needs  continuing  church  support 


By  JOE  HARRIS 

One  of  the  questions  that  comes  up 
when  the  church  discusses  supporting 
predominately  black  colleges  is  “Why 
should  the  United  Methodist  Church  con¬ 
tinue  to  support  mostly  segregated  black 
colleges?”  To  some  persons,  these  insti¬ 
tutions  seem  to  reflect  the  very  opposite 
goal  of  diversity  and  pluralism  that  the 
denomination  espouses,  in  that  they 
maintain  mostly  black  segregated  situa¬ 
tions.  In  an  era  when  racial  inclusive¬ 
ness,  open  itineracy,  and  cross-cultural 


My  Witness 

Loving  God  is  not  enough 


By  CAROL  A.  RUBY 

Since  the  fall  of  1982,  when  I  first  wrote 
about  my  conversion,  I’ve  been  on  an  ex¬ 
citing  journey.  Loving  God  was  not 
enough.  He  wanted  complete  surrender, 
but  I  wasn’t  as  sure  of  Him  as  He  was  of 
me.  This  attitude  prompted  a  contest  of 
wills. 

Lord,  do  I  really  seek  Thee  or  have  I 
gone  astray?  You  know  that  I’m  hurting, 
that  I’ve  lost  my  way.  You  want  me  to 
trust  the  way  that  You  teach,  but  I’m  too 
busy  so  I  can’t  reach  Your  will.  A  choice 
is  what  You  give  me  with  love  in  Your 
heart.  The  decision  is  mine.  Do  I  know 
how  to  start?  I’ll  not  worship  possessions, 
and  I’ll  turn  away  from  sin,  then  Your 
peace  and  joy  will  fill  me  from  within! 
No  longer  should  I  wander  or  look  away 
for  Thee,  the  faith  I  search  for  is  locked 
inside  of  me. 

As  the  months  sped  by,  I  noticed  a 
change  in  my  thinking.  I  first  discovered 
the  deception  of  the  devil : 

Help  me  Lord  to  do  no  wrong.  With 
Your  love  I  can  be  strong.  The  devil  is  at 
me  again  and  again,  to  turn  from  You 
and  enjoy  sin.  I  love  You,  Lord,  with  all 


This  week's  contributor,  Carol  A. 
Ruby,  is  a  member  of  Kimberling  City 
UMC  (Missouri  West  Conference). 

my  heart,  so  why  don’t  I  do  my  part?  To 
follow  Your  way  and  do  Your  will  would 
certainly  keep  that  devil  still. 

Next  I  realized  the  power  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving: 

Thank  You  Lord  for  all  that  You  give.  I 
shall  not  want  as  long  as  I  live.  To  count 
the  blessings  You’ve  given  to  me  makes 
me  more  aware  of  thee.  I'll  live  each  day 
as  you  intend;  I’ll  learn  to  pray  and  not 
pretend,  but  truly  enjoy  each  passing 
minute,  and  always  be  grateful  for  all  that 
is  in  it.  To  count  the  blessings  You’ve 
given  to  me  makes  me  more  aware  of  thee. 

Finally  I  felt  the  comfort  of  God’s 
peace  and  accepted  the  gift  of  surrender. 
At  last  my  search  is  over,  the  struggle  has 
ceased  to  be.  God  has  sent  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  be  constantly  near  me.  No  visible 
change  has  occurred.  I  look  the  same  as 
before.  Inside  is  the  transformation,  thank 
God  for  healing  the  sore.  He  loves  me  as  I 
was  and  am  since  learning  how  to  pray! 


interaction  are  major  issues  in  most  con¬ 
ferences,  the  12  black  United  Methodist 
colleges  seem  to  some  to  stand  as  anathe¬ 
ma  to  the  goal  of  racial  harmony. 

Yet,  when  one  looks  closely  at  the 
facts,  it  is  clear  that  we  need  our  black 
colleges  today  more  than  ever.  A  recent 
report  of  the  National  Association  of  Col¬ 
lege  Admission  Counselors  indicated  that 
fewer  black  and  minority  students  are  at¬ 
tending  other  col¬ 
leges.  The  main 
reason  for  this  is  that 
,the  low-income  stu- 

I'  dent  is  being  recruit¬ 
ed  less  by  other  col¬ 
leges  because  finan¬ 
cial  aid  to  such  stu¬ 
dents  has  shrunk 
Joe  Harris  substantially  during 
the  last  few  years. 

The  average  amount  of  state  aid  for 
each  needy  student  has  actually  declined 
according  to  a  study  made  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  State  Internship  and 
Grant  program.  Black  attendance  in 
graduate  schools  has  taken  a  sharp  de¬ 
cline  in  recent  years,  with  the  central 
problem  being  lack  of  monetary  re¬ 
sources. 

The  black  college,  as  throughout  its 
history,  still  stands  as  a  stop-gap  during 
those  times  when  the  nation  lacks  the 
sensitivity  and/or  awareness  of  minority 
educational  needs.  Other  colleges, 
seemed  to  have  been  motivated  towards 
minority  recruitment  simply  because  of 
the  large  government  grants  that  were 
awarded.  Once  the  government  cut  back, 
so  did  many  of  them. 


"Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tors  are  the  Rev.  Joe  Harris,  a  pastor  of 
the  Asbury  UMC  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma 
(Oklahoma  Conference),  and  the  Rev. 
Donald  J.  Johnson,  pastor  of  Monticello 
UMC,  Monticello,  Indiana  (North 
Indiana  Conference ). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“Here  I  Stand,"  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  0.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 

Black  colleges  have  never  been  moti¬ 
vated  simply  because  of  potential  gov¬ 
ernmental  financial  backing.  Long  be¬ 
fore  the  government  ever  started  helping 
minorities  and  other  disadvantaged  stu¬ 
dents  to  get  a  college  education,  our 
church-related  black  colleges  were  re¬ 
cruiting,  supporting  and  sustaining  mi¬ 
nority  students  who  were  denied  a  col¬ 
lege  education.  This  often  did  not  make 
fiscal  sense,  but  their  commitment  to  the 
minority  student  went  beyond  balance 
sheets.  They  were  and  are  investing  in 
the  future  of  a  people,  and  that  goes  be¬ 
yond  dollars  and  cents  as  the  primary 
consideration. 

Black  colleges  need  our  continued  sup¬ 
port.  When  other  schools  are  looking  just 
for  the  best  athletes  or  the  smartest 
black  students,  black  colleges  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  open  their  doors  to  all  minorities 
wanting  an  education,  regardless  of  cur¬ 
rent  economic  status. 


Ethnic -minority  emphasis 
limits  outreach  too  much 


Pornography  stance  criticized,  supported 


To  the  Editor : 

Your  Oct.  12  editorial  about  pornogra¬ 
phy  serves  to  bring  a  serious,  growing 
threat  to  our  attention.  However,  it  also 
undercuts  one  of  the  few  successful  ef¬ 
forts  to  slow  pornography  and  thus  re¬ 
duce  its  immoral  and  criminal  results. 

First,  I  agree  with  you  that  pornogra¬ 
phy  in  the  United  States  has  become  so 
perverted,  exploitive  and  profitable  that 
Playboy  and  Hustler  are  by  comparison 
“soft-porn.” 

Second,  your  charge  that  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Don  Wildmon’s  boycotting  of  7-Elev¬ 
en  stores  is  “ill-conceived”  is  inaccurate. 
The  boycott  is  a  part  of  the  “Porno¬ 
graphy  Awareness  Week”  (which  you 
praised),  has  been  very  well  planned  and 
organized,  includes  informative  literature 
and  is  promoted  by  numerous  religious 
denominations. 

The  Reporter  has  not  publicized  these 
preparations,  and  the  leaders  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  have  not  pro¬ 
moted  these  or  other  anti-porn  efforts.  So 
your  “ill-conceived”  charge  is  condem¬ 
nation  of  yourself  and  other  church 
leaders  for  failing  to  do  anything  about 
even  hard-core  pornography.  The  do- 
nothing-strategy  log  in  your  eyes  is  much 
worse  than  the  possibility  of  any  specks 
in  Mr.  Wildmon’s  eyes. 

Third,  your  charge  that  Mr.  Wildmon’s 
efforts  are  not  “appropriate  or  credible’ 
is  uninformed.  The  following  chains  of 
stores  have  recently  stopped  selling  all 
pornographic  magazines:  Albertson’s 
Food  Stores  (465),  Wawa  (300  plus),  Bar- 
tell  Drug  (21),  Marsh  Supermarkets 
(225),  Pen  (74),  Skaggs,  Eckerd  (1200 
plus),  Fred  Meyer  (69),  Pay’n  Save 
(109),  Tom  Thumb  (1000 plus).  Shop’ n  Go 
(432),  and  Handy  Mart  (78).  Neither  the 
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Reporter  nor  leaders  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  have  influenced  any  of 
these  stores  to  do  this.  While  not  "appro¬ 
priate  or  credible”  is  incorrect  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  Mr.  Wildmon’s  efforts,  it  is  a  per¬ 
fect  description  of  inaction  by  the  Re¬ 
porter  and  other  United  Methodist 
leaders. 

Fourth,  your  opinion  that  Mr.  Wild¬ 
mon’s  boycotting  of  Playboy  and  Hustler 
makes  elimination  of  “hard-core-pom” 
more  difficult  appears  to  be  a  rational¬ 
ization  for  people  like  you  who  have  done 
nothing  in  the  past  about  any  pornog¬ 
raphy  and  the  best  you  can  do  now  is  find 
fault  with  those  who  are. 

I  hope  you  and  others  will  sub¬ 
scribe  to  National  Federation  for  De¬ 
cency  Journal,  Tupelo,  Mississippi  38803, 
to  help  counteract  the  self-acknowledged 
propaganda  we  are  continually  bom¬ 
barded  with  by  TV,  movies,  magazines, 
and  newspapers  of  the  media  elite.  Faith¬ 
ful  effort  that  may  fail  is  far  better  than 
just  fault-finding  that  succeeds. 

John  Lee  Terneus 

Yukon,  Oklahoma 

Boycott  ‘grave  injustice’ 
to  some  7-Eleven  stores 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  with  keen  interest  that  I  read 
your  Oct.  12  editorial  on  the  subject  of 
boycotting  7-Eleven  stores.  I  assume  the 
boycott  is  being  proposed  on  a  national 
scale  in  an  effort  to  combat  pornography. 

I  heartily  endorse  opposition  to 
spreading  pornographic  materials  as 
well  as  to  curbing  and  hopefully  eliminat¬ 
ing  them. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  very  sa¬ 
lient  fact  that  7-Eleven  stores  are  not 
owned  by  a  corporation  that  dictates  po¬ 
licies  to  every  outlet.  There  are  many  7- 
Eleven  stores  that  operate  on  a  franchise 
basis  and  are  not  required  to  carry  the 
same  products  for  sale. 

Not  being  involved  with  the  7-Eleven 
operation,  I  do  not  know  if  all  outlets  are 
franchised  or  if  the  franchisee  has  direct 
ownership  of  some  of  these  outlets.  It  is  a 
violation  of  law  for  a  franchisee  to  direct 
a  franchisor  as  to  all  of  the  sources  from 
which  their  wholesale  purchases  are 
made.  It  is  also  illegal  to  direct  that  a 
franchisee  must  sell  any  specific  item.  It 
is  only  logical  to  assume  that  some  do  not 
sell  pornographic  material. 

It  seems  to  me  that  a  grave  injustice  is 
being  committed  when  a  boycott  of  all  7- 
Eleven  stores  is  recommended  when  less 
than  all  are  marketing  offensive  publica¬ 
tions.  So  I  concur  with  the  sentiments  ex¬ 
pressed  in  your  editorial  headlined 
“What  is  appropriate  strategy?”  but  for 
reasons  in  addition  to  those  expressed 
therein.  William  Henry  Brent 

Lutherville,  Maryland 

Article  praised,  clarified 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  United  Methodist  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  Thompson  Center,  I 
was  pleased  to  see  Sheron  Patterson’s 
excellent  article  headlined  "Tips  given 
on  using  volunteers"  (see  UMR,  Sept. 
28).  That  particular  course  for  local 
church  workers  is  but  one  of  many  con¬ 
tinuing  education  programs  for  clergy 
and  laity  at  this  residential  ecumenical 
campus  in  the  suburban  St.  Louis  area, 
12145  Ladue  Road,  St.  Louis,  Missouri 
63141. 

Supported  by  the  judicatories  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S. A.),  and  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  (Missouri  East  Conference), 
Thompson  Center,  whose  executive  di¬ 
rector,  Dr.  Robert  Reber,  is  a  United 
Methodist,  offers  a  variety  of  programs 
the  year  round.  Our  United  Methodist 
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boards  and  agencies  have  used  Thomp¬ 
son  Center  for  their  own  training  and  lab 
programs.  It  was  also  used  by  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  for  delegate  follow¬ 
up  of  the  recent  General  Assembly  in 
Vancouver.  LycurgusM.  Starkey  Jr. 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Korean  study  book 

viewpoint  defended 

To  the  Editor : 

The  article  headlined  “  ‘Distortion’  in 
Korean  study  materials  claimed,”  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  5)  prompted  me  to  read  the 
study  book  in  question,  “Fire  Beneath 
the  Frost,”  by  Peggy  Billings.  It  cer¬ 
tainly  does  use  much  of  the  vocabulary  of 
liberation  theology,  which  is  not  surpris¬ 
ing,  considering  that  two  of  the  Korean 
contributors  have  been  directly  perse¬ 
cuted  for  their  activities.  It  is  also  under¬ 
standable  that  the  protests  against  this 
material  come  from  “the  establishment” 

—  both  Korean  and  missionary.  This  re¬ 
flects  the  struggle  within  our  denomina¬ 
tion  in  this  country. 

In  pondering  the  wisdom  or  value  of 
editing  a  study  book  that  carries  a  con¬ 
troversial  message  from  a  minority 
view,  I  also  wonder:  Wouldn’t  we  expect 
a  study  book  on  South  Africa  to  highlight 
the  views  of  the  white  Christian  minority 

—  not  to  mention  the  few  courageous 
black  Christians  who  dare  to  speak  out  — 
who  oppose  the  racial  practice  and  policy 
of  not  only  the  government  but  also  the 
vast  majority  of  white  church  members? 
I  doubt  if  this  would  upset  American 
Christians  —  and  one  reason  why  is  be¬ 
cause  most  American  missionary  efforts 
have  been  among  the  blacks  of  that  coun¬ 
try,  so  it  is  natural  to  side  with  them.  We 
have  no  particular  vested  interest  in  the 
white  churches. 

A  study  book  on  the  Soviet  Union  like¬ 
wise  would  probably  concentrate  on  the 
Baptists  and  their  lonely  stance  rather 
than  on  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church, 
which  chooses  a  path  of  accommodation. 

How  influenced  we  surely  are  by  our 
vested  interests  —  our  American  polit¬ 
ical  preferences  —  and  by  our  desire  for 
a  mission  study  that  paints  a  soothing 
picture  of  American  missionary  sacri¬ 
fice,  a  grateful  and  growing  indigenous 
church,  and  most  of  all,  doesn’t  involve 
the  American  study  groups  in  upsetting 
controversy!  Martha  McKnight 

Plainfield,  Indiana 

‘Cutting  edge’  failed 

To  the  Editor: 

United  Methodists  need  to  be  more  con¬ 
cerned  with  their  study  books.  What  do 
they  accomplish?  •  Do  they  increase 
knowledge  and  understanding?  Will  they 
enlarge  our  missions  program?  How  ef¬ 
fective  will  they  be? 

The  editor  of  the  Korean  study  took  the 
“cutting  edge”  approach  (see  UMR.  Oct. 


5).  Our  recent  human  rights  study  book 
by  the  same  editor  took  a  similar  “cut¬ 
ting  edge”  approach.  It  helped  to  kill  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment. 

Evelyn  M.  Purtz 
Zama,  Japan 

Study  book  article 

strongly  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

Concerning  Roy  Howard  Beck  and  Ro¬ 
berta  B.  Sappington’s  article  in  the  Octo¬ 
ber  5  Reporter  headlined  “  ‘Distortion’  in 
Korea  study  materials  claimed”: 
RIGHT  ON! 

Charles  H.  Harper 
Macomb,  Illinois 

Oral  Roberts’  latest  vision 
presumptuous,  insulting 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  article  headlined  “Oral 
Roberts  receives  gift,  tells  of  visit  with 
Jesus,”  (see  UMR,  Sept.  21)  I  would  like 
to  suggest  that  perhaps  Mr.  Roberts  was 
on  Demerol  when  he  states  Jesus  came  to 
his  hospital  bed  and  talked  with  him  for 
20  minutes. 

How  presumptuous!  If  any  of  us  lowly 
United  Methodist  lay  persons  made  such 
a  ridiculous  pronouncement,  we  would  be 
put  aside  as  being  ill,  overly  concerned 
with  religion  or  just  plain  out  of  our 
heads.  I,  for  one,  find  it  an  insult  to  my 
intelligence,  to  say  nothing  of  Jesus’, 
when  a  self-proclaimed  prophet  uses 
such  means  to  try  to  maneuver  himself 
out  of  a  very  man-made  financial  pre¬ 
dicament.  Annette  R.  Berry 

West  Monroe,  Louisiana 


By  DONALD  J.  JOHNSON 

These  comments  are  not  intended  to 
criticize  or  devalue  our  denomination’s 
emphasis  about  ethnic  minorities  but  to 
raise  some  needed  concerns.  My  con¬ 
cerns  are  these: 

I  wonder  why  the  scope  of  our  empha¬ 
sis  is  limited  to  ethnic  minorities  instead 
of  “culturally  dif¬ 
ferent  people.”  For 
the  majority  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist 
Churches  not  in  a 
major  urban  setting, 
ethnic  minorities 
are  as  foreign  to  us 
as  people  of  other 
countries.  The  build- 
ing  of  ethnic  minor-  Donald  Johnson 
ity  local  churches  in  this  country  is 
really  not  different  from  the  missionary 
effort  in  foreign  countries;  and  for  many 
of  us,  it  seems  just  as  remote.  How  much 
better  our  effort  might  have  been  if  our 
emphasis  would  have  been  on  simply 
“the  culturally  different.”  While  many  of 
us  have  no  ethnic  minority  persons  close 
to  us,  we  certainly  have  many  poor,  less- 
educated  and  culturally  different  people 
whom  we  are  not  reaching  because  of 
lack  of  training  on  how  to  handle  cultural 
differences.  For  many  reasons,  our  de¬ 
nomination  has  sadly  neglected  the  in¬ 
ner-city  poor,  for  example,  who  are  the 
very  people  where  Wesley  began  our  de¬ 
nomination. 

Can  we  accept  people? 

My  second  concern  deals  with  whether, 
as  a  denomination,  we  are  really  willing 
to  accept  different  people  at  the  cultural 
level  they  are,  rather  than  making 
them  traditional  “upper-middle  class 
United  Methodists”? 

Everything  I  have  learned,  by  serving 
an  inner-city  church  and  through  church 
growth  seminars,  leads  me  to  believe 
that  if  we  really  want  to  reach  the  “cul¬ 
turally  different,”  then  we  need  cultur¬ 
ally  different  pastors.  However,  as  soon 
as  our  denomination  requires  four  years 
of  college  and  three  years  of  seminary,  we 
have  already  raised  the  pastor  culturally 
to  a  different  level  than  the  people  we 
want  to  serve.  There  seems  to  be  a 
contradiction  here. 

My  last  concern  is  that  we  have  started 
our  emphasis  at  the  wrong  place.  Instead 
of  raising  money  to  assist  “ethnic 
churches,”  perhaps  the  starting  place 
should  have  been  with  our  Conference 
cabinets  and  boards  of  ordained  minis¬ 
try  where  the  following  question  needs  to 
be  asked:  “Can  our  appointment  sysem 
accommodate  culturally  different  and 
maybe  less  educated  pastors?”  When  we 


consider  this  question,  we  inevitably  have 
to  deal  with  the  myth  of  “universal 
appointability  of  all  pastors."  However,  if 
each  of  us  is  given  different  gifts  and 
graces  that  are  considered  for  appoint¬ 
ments,  why  is  seven  years  of  higher  edu¬ 
cation  such  an  important  thing  for  a 
group  of  people  who  can  scarcely  read?  I 
suspect  that  less  education  is  threatening 
to  our  system  because  less  educated  pas¬ 
tors  and  people  tend  to  be  more  funda¬ 
mental  and  to  have  a  greater  tendency 
toward  a  “literal”  understanding  of  the 
Bible. 

Style  of  ministry  noticed 

I  am  glad  our  denomination  is  starting 
to  notice  that  our  “style  of  ministry”  has 
caused  us  generally  to  ignore  a  great 
mass  of  our  population.  I  just  hope  that 
we  will  take  an  honest  lopk  at  ourselves 
and  will  conclude  that  our  problem  of 
ministry  rests  not  so  much  with  the  em¬ 
phasis  on  “who  we  are  serving  ”  but 
rather  upon  those  factors  that  have 
caused  us  to  omit  many  people  whom  we 
should  have  been  serving  all  along  —  and 
that  means  more  than  just  ethnic  minor¬ 
ities. 
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Year  end  is  a  good  time  to  review  your 
personal  records. 

To  assist  you  with  this  important  task, 
you  may  order  a  "Personal  Affairs 
Record"  booklet  from  the  National 
Methodist  Foundation.  The  booklet 
will  help  you  establish  an  accurate, 
written  record  of  your  affairs.  Your  free 
copy  will  be  mailed  when  you  complete 
and  return  the  coupon  below. 
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United  Methodist 
Student  Day 
November  25, 1984 

inaugurating  the  Bicentennial 
Scholars  Program 

which  provides  2,000  scholarships  to  students  attending  United 
Methodist  colleges  and  universities  (in  addition  to  the  existing  loans 
and  scholarships  program). 

Give  generously  on  United  Methodist  Student  Day  to  launch  a  bold 
new  program  for  United  Methodism’s  next  100  years! 

For  information  write: 

Dr.  Esther  Edwards,  Office  of  Loans  and  Scholarships 
P.O.  Box  871  •  Nashville,  TN  37202  •  615-327-2700 


NOVEMBER  2,  1984 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PAGE  3 


Church  court  upholds  bar  of  homosexual  ordination 

Due  process  required  to  recall  clergy  credentials,  ruling  says 


By  ROBERT LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

CHICAGO  —  Self-avowed,  practicing 
homosexuals  are  barred  from  ordination 
as  United  Methodist  ministers  by  a 
church  law  enacted  earlier  this  year,  the 
denomination’s  “Supreme  Court”  ruled 
Oct.  26  here. 

Also  addressing  the  rights  of  homosex¬ 


uals  who  already  are  ordained  ministers, 
the  Judicial  Council  held  that  “because 
the  legislation  lacks  specific  definition 
regarding  avowal  and  practice  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  .  .  .  care  must  be  taken  in  ap¬ 
plying  (the  new  law)  to  follow  due  pro- 


UM  minister  leads  fight 
against  California  lottery 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

SACRAMENTO,  Calif.  -  The 
spokesman  against  state  lotteries  fea¬ 
tured  in  last  week’s  “U.S.  News  and 
World  Report”  magazine  is  a  United 
Methodist  minister  who  got  his  start 
in  politics  somewhat  by  “luck  of  the 
draw.” 

The  minister  is  the  Rev.  Harvey 
Chinn,  59,  director  of  the  Coalition 
Against  Legalizing  Lotteries  Organ¬ 
ized  six  months  ago,  the  coalition  has 
mobilized  thousands  of  California’s 
churches  into  action  to  oppose  a  state  lot¬ 
tery  referendum  on  the  November  ballot, 
ballot. 

Mr.  Chinn  told  the  Reporter  he  be¬ 
came  interested  in  politics  after  he 
was  assigned  as  pastor  of  Faith  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Sacramento 
where  he  served  22  years. 

“The  church  is  located  two  blocks 
from  the  state  capitol,”  he  said. 
“Over  the  years,  I  noticed  there  were 
advocates  for  the  legalization  of  mari¬ 
juana  and  for  the  lowering  of  the 
drinking  age  at  the  capitol.  But  there 
was  a  vacuum  of  Christian  witness. 

“Representing  Christianity  at  the 
capitol  started  as  a  hobby.  Now  it’s 
my  job,  working  to  bring  Christian 
principles  into  legislative  reality.” 

Mr.  Chinn  has  worked  full-time  as  a 
lobbyist  with  the  California  Council  on 
Alcohol  Problems  since  leaving  the 
pastorate  in  1980.  Sponsored  by  an 
ecumenical  group  of  10,000  churches, 
the  council  monitors  alcohol,  drug  and 
gambling  legislation.  The  Coalition 
Against  Legalizing  Lotteries  is  a 
sister  organization  of  the  alcohol 
council  and  receives  funding  from  it. 

UMs  backbone  of  campaign 

Reflecting  the  United  Methodist 
“Social  Principles”  which  stand 
firmly  against  lotteries,  Mr.  Chinn 
said  in  the  “U.S.  News  and  World 
Report"  interview:  “Gambling  cre¬ 
ates  more  problems  than  it  solves  .  .  . 
Lotteries  aFe  economically  unsound, 
socially  disintegrating  and  morally 
dangerous.  They  have  no  place  in  an 
enlightened  society.” 

Joseph  McNamara,  police  chief  of 
San  Jose,  Calif,  took  the  other  side  in 
the  magazine’s  “pro-con”  presen¬ 
tation: 

“Lotteries  are  a  clean  and  effective 
way  to  raise  money  for  good  causes, 
such  as  education,”  Mr.  McNamara 
said.  “I  see  nothing  inherently  wrong 
with  gambling  as  long  as  it  can  be  con¬ 
trolled  and  kept  honest.  I  don’t  think 
the  state  should  pass  laws  based  on 


Harvey  Chinn 
the  religious  beliefs  of  some  groups 
who  want  gambling  declared  a  crime. 

United  Methodists  in  California 
have  put  their  “Social  Principles” 
into  action,  according  to  Mr.  Chinn. 
“They  are  the  backbone  of  the  coali¬ 
tion.  I  attribute  much  of  the  coali¬ 
tion’s  success  to  United  Methodism’s 
connectional  system.  It  provided  us 
with  mechanisms  for  advocacy. 

“Bishop  Jack  Tuell  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  Los  Angeles  Area  serves  as 
the  coalition’s  chairperson.  We  would 
not  be  where  we  are  today  were  it  not 
for  him,”  Mr.  Chinn  said.  “Bishop 
Leontine  Kelly  of  the  San  Francisco 
Area  is  new  to  the  state,  but  she  has 
pitched  in  and  helped  tremendously. 
Also  we  have  been  assisted  by  numer¬ 
ous  California  district  superin¬ 
tendents.” 

The  laity  and  clergy  of  California's 
700  United  Methodist  congregations 
are  distributing  two  million  anti-lot¬ 
tery  fliers  door-to-door.  Many  of  the 
same  churches  are  taking  up  a  special 
offering  in  support  of  the  coalition. 

Wide  publicity  attracted 

Mr.  Chinn  and  his  efforts  have 
received  additional  coverage  from  the 
“U.S.A.  Today”  newspaper,  Cable 
News  Network  and  CBS  News.  As  a 
result,  he  has  been  contacted  by  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  involved  in  anti-lottery 
campaigns  in  West  Virginia,  Mis¬ 
souri  and  Oregon. 

As  words  of  advice  to  other  United 
Methodists  in  similar  situations  he 
stated: 

“The  United  Methodist  Church 
must  look  beyond  study  groups  and 
the  passing  of  resolutions  in  addres¬ 
sing  situations.  They  must  produce 
hard,  consistent  eyeball-to-eyeball 
action  with  state  legislators  and  other 
individuals  involved  in  the  political 
process.” 


cess  protecting  the  rights  of  ministerial 
members.” 

The  council  said  a  self-avowed,  prac¬ 
ticing  homosexual  who  is  a  minister  can¬ 
not  be  refused  an  appointment  by  a 
bishop  to  a  parish  or  other  duties  unless 
due  process  has  been  followed. 

(United  Methodist  church  law  has  long 
and  detailed  provisions  for  handling  a 
case  —  including  a  trial  —  in  which  one 
or  a  group  of  ministers  or  a  pastor-parish 
relations  committee  bring  moral  charges 
against  a  minister.) 

Ruling  awaited  since  May 

The  Judicial  Council  had  been  asked  to 
rule  on  whether  the  General  Conference 
legislation,  adopted  in  May  by  the 
church’s  top  law-making  body,  conflicted 
with  a  provision  in  the  denomination’s 
constitution.  That  provision  gives  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  the  authority  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  clergy  candidates  meet 
“Book  of  Discipline”  requirements. 

The  Judicial  Council  reaffirmed  here 
both  the  denomination’s  power  to  set 
standards  and  the  annual  conference’s 
right  to  decide  whether  candidates  meet 
those  requirements. 


The  upholding  of  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  actions  means  that  for  the  first  time 
homosexuality  is  labeled  as  “incompa¬ 
tible  with  Christian  teaching”  in  the 
main  body  of  church  law.  Heretofore,  the 
phrase  has  appeared  in  the  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples  statement  only. 

Ordination  of  homosexuals  is  an  issue 
that  has  seethed  within  the  denomination 
for  a  dozen  years.  It  was  brought  to  a  boil 
in  the  autumn  of  1982  when  the  Judicial 
Council  ruled  that  there  was  nothing  in 
church  law  that  explicitly  prohibited  the 
ordination  of  such  persons,  but  that  the 
final  decision  on  qualifying  clergy  rested 
with  the  annual  conference. 

A  drive  ensued  to  get  the  specific  ban 
written  into  church  law.  Thousands  of 
petitions  seeking  the  ban  were  filed  with 
the  General  Conference.  A  small  number 
of  others  opposed  such  a  step. 

Judicial  Council  President  Tom  Ma- 
theny  said  here  he  has  received  more 
than  700  letters,  both  pro  and  con,  since 
the  General  Conference  action  in  May. 

A  concurring  opinion  by  two  members 
of  the  court  agreed  that  the  bar  to  ordina¬ 
tion  was  constitutional,  but  stressed  that 
it  “does  not  per  se  bar  homosexual  per¬ 
sons  from  the  ordained  ministry,”  but 


rather  those  who  are  self-avowed  and 
practicing.  The  concurring  opinion  was 
filed  by  James  M.  Dolliver,  Olympia, 
Wash.,  and  joined  by  Mr.  Matheny,  Ham¬ 
mond,  La. 

Law  effective  Jan.  1 

The  ban  on  new  ordinations  of  self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexuals  is  effec¬ 
tive  as  of  Jan.  1. 

There  have  been  two  avowed  gay  men 
given  appointments  by  bishops  in  recent 
months.  The  Rev.  Julian  Rush  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  a  parish  in  Denver  by  Bishop 
Melvin  E.  Wheatley,  and  the  Rev.  Morris 
Floyd  was  appointed  to  the  staff  of  a  gay 
and  lesbian  center  in  Minneapolis  by 
Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell. 

Mr.  Rush  is  still  in  his  appointment 
Mr.  Floyd  left  his  appointment  in  August 
and  is  seeking  leave  of  absence  status 
while  he  looks  for  new  employment,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Bishop  Tuell. 

Mr.  Floyd  told  United  Methodist  News 
Service  that  the  decision  “is  not  the  end 
of  the  whole  issue.  The  reality  is  that  gay 
and  lesbian  men  and  women  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  ordained  and  appointed  (but) 
the  decision  will  make  it  necessary  for 
many  of  these  people  to  remain  hidden.” 


Judicial  Council:  Names  for  God 
don’t  have  to  be  gender-inclusive 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

CHICAGO  —  United  Methodists  are  not 
mandated  by  their  church  to  use  sex¬ 
ually  inclusive  language  when  talking 
about  God,  the  denomination’s  Judicial 
Council  ruled  Oct.  26  here. 

An  extensive  report  on  “inclusive  lan¬ 
guage”  was  received  only  for  study  by 
the  1984  session  of  the  church’s  top  law¬ 
making  body,  the  denomination’s  highest 
court  held  in  a  unanimous  opinion.  How¬ 
ever,  directions  given  for  implementa¬ 
tion  of  that  study  are  valid,  the  judicial 
panel  said. 

The  high  court  said  the  study  known  as 
“Words  that  Hurt  and  Words  that  Heal” 
presented  to  the  1984  General  Conference 


was  not  adopted  as  the  official  position 
and  stand  of  the  church  .  .  Whether  or 
not  it  ever  becomes  the  official  position 
of  the  church  will  depend  on  the  actions 
of  future  General  Conferences.  ” 

In  other  decisions  handed  down  at  its 
autumn  meeting  Oct.  24-26,  the  church’s 
Supreme  Court”  held  that: 

•  The  denomination’s  Ministerial  Edu¬ 
cation  Fund  can  be  made  a  priority  by 
General  Conference  to  be  met  by  an  an¬ 
nual  conference  before  the  conference 
can  contribute  to  individual  seminaries 
or  schools  of  religion ; 

•  Housing  or  a  housing  allowance  pro¬ 
vided  a  minister  is  not  to  be  considered 
part  of  that  individual’s  compensation : 


•  The  Philippines  Central  Conference 
has  failed  to  observe  provisions  enacted 
by  the  1976  General  Conference  that 
would  enable  it  to  beome  an  autonomous 
Methodist  Church;  and 

•  Central  Conferences  <  those  outside 
the  United  States)  have  the  power  to  de¬ 
termine  boundaries  of  their  related  an¬ 
nual  conferences. 

•  A  -ruling  on  church  law  by  Bishop 
William  Boyd  Grove  of  West  Virginia 
was  carried  over  to  the  April  24-27,  1985, 
session  of  the  Judicial  Council  in  San  An¬ 
tonio,  Texas.  The  bishop’s  decision  deals 
with  consultation  between  units  of  an 
annual  conference  on  budgets. 


Bishop  Wheatley,  now  retired  and 
living  in  Laguna  Hills,  Calif.,  said  “I 
have  no  notion  of  how  someone  would  de¬ 
fine  ‘self-avowed  practicing'  because 
that  could  mean  anything  from  hand¬ 
holding  to  sharing  an  apartment.’ 
Bishop  Wheatley  said  he  hoped  “we  will 
avoid  witch  hunts." 

Case  drew  responses 

The  New  York  and  California-Nevada 
Annual  Conferences  filed  briefs  on  the 
issue  with  the  court.  They  had  spokes¬ 
men  arguing  against  the  legislation 
during  the  council’s  open  hearings.  They 
said  the  legislation  would  take  away  an¬ 
nual  conferences’  constitutional  rights 
and  would  place  too  much  authority  in 
the  bishops. 

Another  brief  from  the  California-Ne¬ 
vada  conference  supported  the  ordina¬ 
tion  ban  and  was  presented  by  a  different 
person. 

Also  represented  was  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdictional  Association  of  Boards  of 
Ordained  Ministry.  The  Rev.  William  O. 
Powell  of  Columbus,  Ga.,  argued  that  re¬ 
ceiving  a  clergy  appointment  is  a  quali¬ 
fied  right,  not  en  absolute  right  “A  self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexual  simply  is 
not  eligible  for  appointment,”  he  said. 

The  Rev  James  V.  Heidinger  II  told 
United  Methodist  News  Service  after¬ 
wards  that  he  thinks  the  constituency  of 
his  Good  News  organization  “will  be  de¬ 
lighted”  with  the  Judicial  Council  deci¬ 
sion.  The  unofficial  Good  News  caucus  of 
“evangelical”  United  Methodists  was 
one  of  the  leaders  in  the  drive  for  the 
legislation  that  was  passed. 

"It  seemed  to  us  all  along  that  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  has  the  right  to  establish 
minimum  standards  for  ministry.  We 
hope  it  does  establish  clearly  where  we 
stand  as  a  church.” 

Dr.  Heidinger  said:  “I  think  we  have  a 
right  to  expect”  that  any  pastor  who  now 
is  a  practicing  homosexual  “needs  to 
make  the  decision  to  resign  from  the 
ministry.” 

The  Rev.  Donald  H.  Treese,  chief  staff 
executive  of  the  denomination’s  Division 
of  Ordained  Ministry,  called  the  Judicial 
Council  decision  a  “landmark.”  Dr. 
Treese  said  he  had  not  yet  read  the  text 
of  the  decision,  but  he  believes  it  will  place 
“a  new  level  of  responsibility”  on  annual 
conferences  and  related  units  in  quali¬ 
fying  candidates  for  the  ordained  min¬ 
istry. 


Differences 

Men  in  diaconal  ministry  average  $5,000  more  in  salary  than  women 


By  DOUGLAS  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  The  average  male 
United  Methodist  diaconal  minister 
working  full  time  makes  $5,000  a  year 
more  in  salary  and  receives  nearly  $1,000 
a  year  more  in  housing  allowance  than 
the  average  female  diaconal  minister. 

Those  were  two  findings  from  a  recent 
salary-and-benefits  survey  of  United 
Methodism’s  1,700  diaconal  ministers  and 
certified  professional  church  workers. 

Diaconal  ministers  typically  fill 
church  staff  positions  in  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  or  music. 

The  Diaconal  Ministry  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 


Ministry  canvassed  the  group  during  the 
spring  and  released  the  results  during  its 
board  meeting  here  last  month. 

“We  had  some  hunches  (about  salary 
and  benefit  differences  between  men  and 
women),”  said  Joaquin  Garcia,  the  Dia¬ 
conal  Ministry  Division  staff  member 
who  supervised  the  polling.  But  the 
degree  of  difference  was  greater  than 
Diaconal  Ministry  officials  had  expected, 
he  said. 

The  findings,  compiled  from  responses 
from  592  persons  working  full-time  in 
church  jobs,  show  that  the  average  male 
diaconal  minister  earns  $21,943  a  year 
and  receives  a  $1,506  per  year  housing 
allowance.  The  average  female  diaconal 


Soviets  deny  visa  to  minister  for  NCC  visit 


minister  makes  $16,740  a  year  and  gets  a 
$150  housing  allowance. 

Survey  results  suggested  some  reasons 
behind  the  discrepancies:  The  men  tend 
to  work  in  larger-membership  churches, 
have  a  higher  level  of  education  and  one 
and  a  half  years  more  job  experience. 
The  men  surveyed  work  an  average  of  47 
hours  a  week,  three  hours  more  than  the 
average  woman. 

About  one-third  of  the  men  fill  jobs 
carrying  the  title  “minister.”  Only  one- 
sixteenth  of  the  women  have  that  title. 
Most  women  are  called  “directors”  or 
"associates.” 

The  difference  in  job  titles  may  indi¬ 
cate  that  United  Methodists  more  easily 
understand  men  as  “ministers”  than 
women,  Mr.  Garcia  said. 

The  survey  results  will  have  impli¬ 
cations  for  a  new  study  of  ministries 


ordered  by  the  1984  General  Conference 
during  the  1985-1988  quadrennium,  Mr 
Garcia  said. 

“These  findings  clearly  say  something 
serious  about  the  way  we  as  a  church 
view  persons  in  special  ministries  and 
women  in  ministry,"  he  said. 

A  breakdown  of  the  931  respondents  by- 
category  show  240  women  and  117  men  in 
Christian  education  jobs.  Another  79  men 
and  26  women  handle  music  positions. 
The  remaining  71  men  and  44  women  fill 
“other"  posts,  such  as  business  admini¬ 
strator,  home  missionary,  church  and 
community  worker  and  director  of 
evangelism. 

The  Diaconal  Ministry  Division  con¬ 
ducted  the  survey  at  the  request  of  dia¬ 
conal  ministers,  Mr.  Garcia  said.  "Our 
constitutency  was  asking  for  a  feel  for 
salary  ranges  as  a  guide.  "  he  explained 


From  Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK  —  The  Soviet  government 
has  denied  a  visa  to  an  Orthodox  church¬ 
man  who  was  to  be  part  of  an  official  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  delegation  to 
the  Soviet  Union. 

The  ecumenical  body  has  responded  by 
downgrading  the  trip  to  “unofficial” 
status  and  leaving  two  additional  mem¬ 


bers  of  the  delegation  behind  to  protest 
the  Soviet  action. 

The  council  learned  Oct.  11,  hours  be¬ 
fore  the  17-member  delegation’s  sched¬ 
uled  departure  for  the  two-week  visit, 
that  Soviet  officials  had  denied  a  visa  to 
the  Rev.  Leonid  Kishkovsky,  assistant  to 
the  chancellor  of  the  Orthodox  Church  in 
America,  Syosset,  N.Y. 


CLASSIFIED 

WANTED:  PART-TIME  Director  Of  Christian 
Education  for  suburban  church.  30  hours  weekly. 
Dufies  include  recruiting  workers,  providing 
training,  coordination  and  resources  for  all  age 
groups.  Salary  negotiable,  based  on  experience  and 
training.  Contact  Middlebrook  Pike  United  Methodist 

EDUCATION  MINISTRY:  NEEDED  A  full  lime 
person  in  the  area  of  Christian  Education  with  a 
strong  emphasis  on  youth  ministry  for  a  1,300  member 
church  in  Clearwater.  FL.  Salary  negotiable  Send 
resume  to  Skycrest  United  Methodist  Church.  2045 
Drew  Street.  Clearwater.  FL  33575. 

Church.  Knoxville,  Tennessee  37919  (Phone  615-690- 
8641 ),  or  Paul  Morgan,  phone  (615-546-5770) 

WANTED;  FULL-TIME  Direclui  o!  music  and  youth 

ORDAINED  MINISTER  SEEKING  a  position  us 
minister  of  education.  Salary:  $8,000.  Contact: 

members  Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P  O  Box  123.  Housl  on  MS  3885 1  ; 

Lawrence  Gilbert,  6412  Fairfield.  Shreveport.  I .A 
71106.  or  call  '318)868  7227 

LOIS  CRADDOCK  PERKINS  piolcssnr  ul 

FULL  TIME  YOUTH  Education  Direclut  needed. 
Minimum  salary  $18,000.  Strong  Christian  background 
required.  For  an  application  and  job  description  write 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  c/o  Richard  Moore, 
Route  2.  Box  102,  Woodward,  OK  73801 

senior  person  of  established  reputation  in  the  field  of 
preaching  or  a  cognate  discipline  Ph.D.  or 
equivalent  training.  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume 
by  12-1-84  to  Dean  James  E.  Kirby.  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  SMU,  Dallas.  TX  75275.  SMU  is  an  equal 

npportunity'Title  IX 'Affirmative  Action  Employer 

negotiable  Send  resume  Oakhursl  United  Methodist 
Church,  13400  Park  Boulevard.  Seminole.  FL  33542. 
(813-391-4769. 

ALABAMA- WEST  FLORIDA  Conleience.  Associate 

Director.  Conference  Council  on  Ministries.  Youth 
Coordinator,  with  other  portfolio  responsibilities  to 
be  determined  in  consultation.  Dedication  to  youth 
ministry  desirable  Lay  or  clergy.  Salary  negotiable. 
Deadline  for  submitting  resumes  -  Novemlier  15. 
1984  Write:  Dr.  Rov  T  Sublette.  P  ().  Box  Too. 
Andalusia.  Alabama  36420 

JOHN  WESLEY  THEOLOGICAL  Institute.  11th 
Annual  Meeting,  February  13,  14  and  15.  1985. 
Aylesford  Renewal  Center,  Darien.  IL.  Theme: 
•Proclaiming  Christ  in  All  His  Offices:  Hie  Spirit  of 
Wesley's  Evangelism."  Leader:  Dr  David  L. 
Watson.  Director  of  Evangelism  Ministries.  General 
Board  of  Discipleship.  United  Methodist  Church. 
Respondents:  Dr.  Richard  Heitzenrater.  Plot  of 
Church  History.  Perkins  School  of  Theology .  Dallas. 
TX.  Cost:  Resident  participant  $85  'student  $55i. 
Commuter  $55  (student  $35).  To  register  or  for  further 
information  contact:  Ted  E.  Rodd,  Registrar,  82  Wood- 

LEVAN  PROFESSOR  OF  Preaching  and  Worship.  A 
tenurable  position  at  the  rank  of  Assistant  or 
Associate  Professor,  salary  negotiable.  Ph  D  or 
equivalent  training.  Send  resume  by  12-1-84  to  Dean 
James  E  Kirby.  Perkins  School  of  Theology.  SMU. 
Dallas.  TX  75275.  SMU  is  an  equal  opportunity  /Title 

IX  'Affirmative  Action  Employer 

wide  Rd.,  Riverside.  IL 60546  (  312  )  447-1760. 

DIRECT  OR  OF  YOUTH  Ministi  ies.  l.uno  memlwi 

COUNCIL  STAFF  PUSH  loN.  Ethnic  Minority  Lncul 
Church  Coordinator.  Wisconsin  Conference,  contact 
Rev.  Donna  Green,  213  S  2nd  St..  Delavan.  W1  531 15. 
hv  November  16. 11*84 

congregation  in  suburban  neighborhood  seeking  a 
full-time  person  to  coordinate  and  implement  youth 
program  with  an  emphasis  on  youth  counseling 
Salary  range  $14, (KM)  to  $18,000  Send  resume  In  Rev 

FIRS!  UNITED  METHODIST  Chuicli  is  scchii.g  a 

youth  director/minister  for  a  full  time  staff  position 
This  person  will  direct  the  total  youth  program  with 
emphasis  also  on  the  total  educational  program  Tins 
congregation  of  1,200  with  60  youth  in  grades  6  12: 
salary  to  be  commensurate  with  training  and 
experience.  Contact  Pastor  Bruce  Galloway.  2:to 
North  Fifth  Street.  I.nkr  Wales.  FI  ‘“585:: 

United  Methodist  Church,  Fairwav  at  Topf.  North 
Little  Rock  Ml  72116  -  501  •  753-6186  } 

POSITION  AVAILABLE— Camp  Director,  Elk  Shoals 

Tri-District  United  Methodist  Camp.  If  interested  send 
resume,  statement  of  philosophy  of  church  camping, 
up  to  3  letters  of  reference  to  Camp  Elk  Shoals  Ad¬ 
ministrator.  P  O  Box  236,  Jefferson,  NC  28640:  Appli- 

NEW  PARENTING  PROGRAM:  Growing  With 
Today's  Children"  From:  Family  Education 
Enterprises,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  4690 
Palm  Avenue.  La  Mesa,  California  92041  $10  Text 

RETIREMENT  LIVING  AT  ITS  FINEST  Security 
and  independence  in  one  of  the  country’s  most  tem¬ 
perate  climates.  Northern  California.  LAKE  PARK 
RETIREMENT  RESIDENCE  offers  spacious  apart- 

NEW  ZEALAND/AUSTRALIA.  Now  rescheduled 

Feb.  7-27.  Experience  Australian  outback  and  beau¬ 
tiful  fjords,  mountains,  thermal  regions  of  NZ.  Es¬ 
corted  by  New  Zealander  Rev.  Richard  Hendry 
Write  Gemini  Travel,  Box  436,  La  Junta,  CO  81050, 

security,  companionship  and  much  more.  A  facility 
of  California-Nevada  Methodist  Homes.  For  a  bro¬ 
chure,  call  or  write:  Director  of  Marketing,  Lake 
Park.  1850  Alice  St..  Dept  MR.  Oakland.  CA  94612, 
1415)835-5511. 

Council  officials  appealed  to  the  Soviet 
ambassador  in  Washington,  D.C.,  to 
reconsider  the  denial,  but  learned  Oct.  12 
that  the  Soviet  decision  was  firm. 

Twelve  members  of  the  delegation  left 
as  planned  on  Oct.  11,  staying  overnight 
in  Amsterdam  to  await  news  of  the  visa 
appeal  before  proceeding  to  Moscow 
NCC  General  Secretary  Claire  Randall 
and  Bishop  Philip  Cousin,  council  presi¬ 
dent,  followed  after  the  visa  appeal 
failed. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Huston,  ecumenical 
officer  for  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
and  the  Rev.  Kenneth  Senft,  a  missions 
executive  for  the  Lutheran  Churrh  in 
America,  volunteered  to  stay  behind  to 
express  the  council’s  support  for  the 
Orthodox  Church  in  America. 


trip 


The  option  of  cancelling  the 
entirely  was  discussed  but  rejected. 

Bishop  Cousin  said  the  delegation  felt  it 
had  to  do  two  things:  “First,  we  must  let 
our  Christian  sisters  and  brothers  in  the 
Soviet  Union  know  that  our  community 
with  them  is  not  broken. 

"But  at  the  same  time,  we  have  to 
recognize  that  it’s  not  ‘business  as  usual.’ 
We  have  to  witness  to  the  fact  that  our 
community  of  churches  in  the  United 
States  cannot  be  broken  by  government 
either.” 

Despite  the  removal  of  “official" 
status  from  the  visit,  the  delegation 
expected  to  fulfill  part  of  the  planned 
itinerary,  as  well  as  to  discuss  with 
Soviet  church  and  government  officials 
the  implications  of  the  visa  denial. 


Pastor  forced  to  retire, 
sues  bishop,  conference 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
AKRON,  Ohio  —  A  United  Methodist 
minister  who  was  placed  on  “involuntary 
retirement”  status  in  1981  by  the  East 
Ohio  Annual  Conference  has  filed  a  suit 
in  U.S.  district  court  here,  against  the 
conference  and  its  episcopal  leader. 
Bishop  James  S.  Thomas. 

The  suit  alleges  that  the  Rev.  O.  Lloyd 
Hutchison  was  “wrongfully  discharged” 
by  the  conference  from  his  position  as  a 
minister.  The  suit  also  claims  that  Bish¬ 
op  Thomas  and  other  conference  officers 
"defamed”  Mr.  Hutchison  and  that  con¬ 
ference  proceedings  against  the  minister 
are  “tainted  with  fraud"  perpetrated  by 
the  bishop  and  other  conference  officers. 

According  to  the  church’s  "Book  of 
Discipline,”  the  ministerial  members  of 
an  annual  conference  by  a  two-thirds 
vote  may  retire  a  ministerial  member 
with  or  without  the  minister’s  consent 
and  irrespective  of  age  if  recommended 
by  both  the  annual  conference  cabinet 
and  board  of  ordained  ministry. 

That  procedure  was  followed  in  Mr. 
Hutchison’s  case,  conference  officials  said. 


The  Rev.  L.  Mark  George,  adminis¬ 
trative  assistant  to  Bishop  Thomas,  said 
that  after  having  reviewed  Mr.  Hutch¬ 
ison’s  complaint  with  legal  counsel,  “It  is 
our  opinion  that  the  action  is  without 
merit." 

“It  is  not  fair  to  the  various  parties 
involved  to  comment  further  at  this  time 
on  the  allegations  made  by  the  plantiff," 
Mr.  George  said. 

Mr.  Hutchison  seeks  punitive  damages 
of  $2  million  aganist  Bishop  Thomas  and 
“one  of  his  officers,”  and  damages  of 
$500,000  aganist  the  East  Ohio  Con¬ 
ference.  In  addition,  Mr.  Hutchison  de¬ 
mands  that  all  proceedings  against  him 
by  the  conference  be  held  null  and  void 
and  that  he  be  restored  to  active  status  as 
a  “  minister  in  good  standing." 

A  statement  released  by  Mr.  Hutchi¬ 
son’s  attorney  said  that  the  minister  was 
unable  to  obtain  a  fair  trial  or  hearing  by 
the  conference  after  he  was  “forced 
against  his  will”  in  1980  to  take  a  one- 
year  leave  of  absence  from  active 
ministry. 

-  STEPHEN  SWECKER 


Cross  signs  love 


TAKOMA  PARK.  Md.  —  Worship  at  the  United  Methodist  Church 
of  the  Deaf  in  Takoma  Park,  Md..  is  signed  each  Sunday,  but  the  altar 
cross  carries  the  sign  for  love  even  when  worship  is  not  in  progress. 
The  Rev.  LeRoy  Schauer  is  pastor  of  the  congregation  which  has  a  steady 
membership  of  40  to  50,  some  of  whom  live  as  much  as  30  miles  away.  His 
church  is  one  of  half  a  dozen  congregations  of  both  Protestants  and  Roman 
Catholics  serving  the  needs  of  hearing  impaired  persons  in  the  Washington, 
D.C.,  metropolitan  area.  *  united  methodist  nkwsskryr  k photo 
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Global  Ministries 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  At  its  first  regular 
meeting,  the  new  board  of  directors  of 
United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  heard  considerable 
discussion  about  broadening  and 
unifying  the  denomination’s  missions 
efforts. 

“A  disrupted,  divided  body  does  not 
have  credibility  in  the  world,”  said  the 
new  president  of  Global  Ministries, 
Bishop  James  Ault,  during  the  opening 
session  of  the  Oct.  15-19  meeting. 

The  relevance  of  this  concern  was 
dramatically  underscored  by  the 
occurrence  of  another  missions  meeting 
during  the  same  week. 

In  Atlanta,  the  alternate  and  unofficial 
Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists  was 
meeting  and  approving  its  first  missions 
project  (see  related  story  on  this  page). 
The  new  organization  was  estab¬ 
lished  by  a  group  of  United  Methodists 
who  say  their  “evangelical”  views  have 
not  been  properly  included  in  Global 
Ministries  policies  and  actions. 

On  the  last  night  of  the  Global 
Ministries  meeting,  the  Rev.  Randolph 
Nugent,  chief  executive  of  Global 
Ministries,  said  the  church’s  major 
mission  task  today  is  to  establish  an 
“inclusive  frame  of  reference”  for 
witness  and  service  that  “makes  room 
for  everybody  and  leaves  no  one  out.” 


Several  directors  spoke  in  the  hallways 
about  a  general  feeling  that  the  Global 
Ministries  board  seemed  more  open  to  dif¬ 
fering  theological  views  than  inpast  years. 

That  may  be  partly  owing  to  tne 
presence  of  many  more  representatives 
from  United  Methodist  churches  outside 
the  United  States.  Because  of  action  by 
the  1984  General  Conference,  the  board 
has  around  20  directors  from  overseas. 

In  addition,  several  directors  from 
U.S.  annual  conferences  identify 
themselves  with  the  “evangelical” 
viewpoint,  including  the  chairwoman  of 
the  unofficial  Good  News  caucus, 
another  member  of  the  Good  News  board 
of  directors  and  a  member  of  the 
advisory  committee  of  the  Mission 
Society  for  United  Methodists. 

One  self-identified  “evangelical” 
director,  Warren  C.  Budd  Jr.  of  Georgia, 
said  he  was  astounded  not  only  to  be 
welcomed  with  great  openness  but  to  be 
“recruited"  by  staff  members  of  two 
departments  who  wanted  him  to  be  on 
committees  overseeing  their  work. 

The  only  major  complaint  heard  came 
from  some  Southeastern  Jurisdiction 
directors  who  say  the  board’s 
nominations  process  filled  most 
committee  chairmanships  with  supposed 
board  “insiders"  and  gave  only  one  of 
the  top  11  positions  to  somebody  from 
their  region,  the  denomination’s  largest 
of  five. 


TULIA,  Texas  —  Retired  United  Methodist  minister  and  artist  Kenneth 
Wyatt  (center  in  suit)  posed  with  models  from  Tulia  United  Methodist 
Church  for  a  dedication  ceremony  of  the  portrait  he  painted  in  honor  of  the 
Methodist  Bicentennial.  All  the  characters  except  “John  Wesley”  (left  of 
Mr.  Wyatt)  are  United  Methodists.  Ervin  Kern  of  Florida,  who  posed  as  Mr. 
Wesley,  is  a  Presbyterian  but  was  raised  in  Methodist  Sunday  schools,  he 

TULIA  HERALD  PHOTO 


Characters  dedicate 
‘ Offer  Them  Christ ’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

TULIA,  Texas  —  Fifteen  real-life  pier- 
sons  posed  for  “Offer  Them  Christ,"  a 
portrait  painted  in  honor  of  the  Methodist 
Bicentennial  depicting  John  Wesley’s 
send-off  of  Thomas  Coke  to  America  in 
1784.  Those  same  persons  gathered  in 
this  small  northwest  Texas  town  recently 
to  dedicate  the  portrait  and  to  honor  the 
artist  —  retired  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  Kenneth  Wyatt  of  Tulia. 

The  portrait  made  its  debut  at  the 
United  Methodist  Congress  of  Evan¬ 
gelism  in  January  and  was  displayed  at 
the  denomination’s  General  Conference 
in  May.  Since  then  it  has  criss-crossed 
the  country  to  hang  in  various  United 
Methodist  local  churches  and  large 
United  Methodist  gatherings.  It  will 
eventually  hang  in  the  Upper  Room 
museum  in  Nashville. 

The  painting  has  been  on  tour,  in  part, 
to  encourage  local  churches  to  buy  20- 
inch  by  28-inch  prints  for  $100  each,  said 
the  Rev.  Charles  Kinder,  director  of  the 
Foundation  for  Evangelism,  an  affiliate 
group  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship.  The  Foundation 
for  Evangelism  commissioned  Mr. 
Wyatt  to  do  the  painting. 

And  though  the  goal  is  to  get  a  print  in 
every  United  Methodist  local  church,  Mr. 
Kinder  is  “very  happy"  with  the  1,900 
prints  already  sold.  "We’re  getting  about 
16  orders  a  day,  and  we  expect  that  to  pick 
up  before  the  Bicentennial  anniversary 


(Dec.  24)”  when  the  foundation  hopes 
that  churches  will  join  together  in  dedi¬ 
cating  their  portraits  “and  themselves  to 
the  task  accepted  by  the  people  in  the 
print  —  to  offer  the  world  Christ.” 

Proceeds  from  the  prints  will  help 
establish  and  fund  professors  of  evan¬ 
gelism  at  United  Methodist  seminaries 
and  to  hold  regional  schools  in  evan¬ 
gelism  around  the  country,  Mr.  Kinder 
said.  Proceeds  will  also  help  fund  a 
videotape  on  evangelism  being  produced 
by  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

In  addition,  some  proceeds  are  being 
returned  to  the  annual  conferences 
where  the  prints  are  being  sold. 

The  "Offer  Them  Christ”  artist  was  a 
United  Methodist  minister  for  32  years 
but  took  early  retirement  to  expand  his 
talent  with  the  brush.  He  has  since 
painted  scenes  of  the  American  West  that 
are  owned  by  Queen  Elizabeth  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  President  Reagan. 

All  but  one  person  who  posed  for  the 
Wesley-Coke  portrait  are  United  Meth¬ 
odists  from  Tulia.  The  model  for  John 
Wesley  is  a  Presbyterian  from  Lakeland, 
Fla.,  whom  the  artist  spotted  in  a 
Florida  airport  and  identified  imme¬ 
diately  as  the  right  model  for  Meth¬ 
odism’s  founder. 

More  information  about  the  portrait  is 
available  from  the  Foundation  for  Evan¬ 
gelism  at  P.O.  Box  25330,  Nashville,  Term. 
37202. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 


BICENTENNIAL  CHRISTMAS  GIFT 

200  Years  of  United  Methodism:  An  Illustrated  History 

"The  book's  striking  reproductions  of  artifacts  and  historical  engravings  make 
it  an  invaluable  and  beautiful  reference. . .  the  section ,  The  Four  Tides  of  United 
Methodism'  provides  a  stirring  account  of  the  beginnings  of  the  Methodist 
movement  in  America." 

Shirley  Homer,  The  New  York  Times 

This  125  page  9  x  12  bicentennial  commemorative  soft  cover  volume  contains 
over  100  full  color  pictures  illustrating  United  Methodism's  history.  An  excellent 
gift  for  family,  friends,  students,  pastors,  and  church  libraries.  Every  United 
Methodist  home  should  have  one. 

Price  on  orders  postmarked  on  or  before  November  30,  1984: 

$15.45— one  copy  (regularly  $16.95). 

$14.45 — 2  to  4  copies 
$13.45—5  to  9  copies 
$12.45—10  to  14  copies 
$11.45—15  or  more  copies 
(includes  shipping  and  handling) 


I  would  like  to  order _ copies  of  200  Years 

G  Check  enclosed  □  Bill  me  □  VISA  □  MASTERCARD 

Credit  Card  # _ Expiration  Date _ I _ 

Signature  _ 

Ordered  by:  Name  _ 

Address _ City _ State _ Zip _ 

Gift  copies  can  be  mailed  to  any  address  in  the  United  States.  Please  send  names, 
street  address,  city,  state,  and  zip  for  UPS  delivery.  Order  from  200  Years,  Tilghman 
House,  Room  302,  Drew  University,  Madison,  NJ  07940.  Make  checks  payable  to 
"Drew  University." 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


NOVEMBER  2.  1984 


new  board  works  at  broadening 
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New  mission  applicants 
affirmed  in  ‘sense  of  call’ 

A  United  Methodist  no  longer  has  to 
wait  for  a  slot  to  fill  before  he  or  she  can 
apply  to  be  a  missionary. 

Josephine  Harris,  chief  executive  of 
the  mission  personnel  department  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  said  the 
board  has  made  a  transition  from  the  old 
method,  which  basically  ignored 
applications  until  there  was  a  definite 
request  from  a  mission  area  for  a 
missionary. 

The  old  way  “seemed  to  reject 
people,”  Ms.  Harris  said. 

Now,  when  a  United  Methodist  believes 
he  or  she  has  received  a  call  from  God  to 
be  a  missionary,  the  board  “will  affirm 
that  sense  of  call”  by  going  ahead  with 
testing  and,  if  possible,  approval.  Then, 
all  the  data  on  an  applicant  will  be  put  in 
a  computer.  When,  for  example,  an 
overseas  church  requests  a  particular 
type  of  “partner  in  mission,”  Global 
Ministries  can  go  quickly  to  the 
computer  and  find  which  approved 
applicants  match  the  description,  Ms. 
Harris  said. 

“We’re  working  to  take  care  of  some  of 
the  things  that  have  drawn  public 
criticism,”  said  Bishop  Dale  White,  a 
member  of  the  personnel  committee. 

One  of  the  long-standing  criticisms  of 
the  board  is  that  people  make  inquiries  of 
the  board  about  working  in  missions  and 
then  go  long  periods  without  receiving  an 
answer,  Ms.  Harris  said. 

The  new  computer  system  being 
installed  “will  remind  us  to  respond  to  all 
requests.”  The  volume  of  mail  is  “very 
high,”  Ms.  Harris  said. 

Bishop  White  said  he  doesn’t  know 
what  to  do  about  the  criticism  that  the 
board  seldom  accepts  people  who  feel 
called  by  God  to  be  preaching 
missionaries.  “Overseas  churches  just 
aren’t  asking  for  those,”  he  said. 

Study  looks  at  giving  staff 
more  spending  discretion 

Global  Ministries  directors  asked  one 
of  their  committees  to  study  whether  the 
board’s  staff  should  be  given  more  dis¬ 
cretion  on  how  to  spend  funds. 

The  motion  for  the  study  came  from 
the  Rev.  James  Lawson  of  Los  Angeles 
who  objected  to  the  elected  directors 
spending  hours  discussing  dozens  of 
specific  projects  and  how  much  money  to 
give  to  each. 

“We  spend  an  inordinate  amount  of 
time  talking  the  details  of  money  and 
don’t  spend  much  time  on  the  strategy  of 
mission,”  he  said,  advocating  that  the 
board  approve  broad  budget  items  and 
let  staff  members  decide  the  details. 
Board  members  could  look  at 
expenditures  after  the  fact,  he  said. 

The  Rev.  William  Jones  of  Houston 
opposed  Mr.  Lawson’s  suggestion:  “It 
seems  to  me  that  the  General  Conference 
asked  for  more  specific  kinds  of  informa¬ 
tion  not  less.” 

“I  believe  we  do  need  to  know  what 
we’re  spending  on  these  line  items,”  said 
the  Rev.  Robert  Walker  of  Washington. 
“I  believe  the  local  church  is  asking  us  to 
be  accountable  on  all  the  money  spent  by 
the  board.” 

With  the  stated  understanding  that 
the  motion  was  to  study  the  question  and 
not  to  approve  Mr.  Lawson’s  suggestion, 
directors  referred  it  to  committee. 

President  urged  to  support 
peace  in  Central  America 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has 
written  to  President  Ronald  Reagan  and 
selected  leaders  of  Congress  asking  them 
to  support  current  peace  efforts  in 
Central  America  and  to  abstain  from 
escalating  military  activity  or  the  use  of 
American  troops. 

The  action  was  approved,  with  only  a 
few  dissenting  votes,  by  the  177-member 
board. 

The  Rev.  James  Lawson  of  Los 
Angeles,  who  introduced  the  motion,  said 
“a  great  variety  of  analysts  are  saying 
there  will  be,  sometime  in  the  next  three 
to  six  months,  some  form  of  military 
escalation  by  the  United  States.” 

The  letters  to  U.S.  officials  urged  them 
to  intensify  efforts  “to  support  and 


implement  the  general  peace  proposals 
of  the  Contadora  nations.” 

Earlier  in  the  meeting,  the  unofficial 
United  Methodists  for  Religious  Liberty 
and  Human  Rights  caucus  presented  a 
letter  to  the  mission  board’s  president 
requesting  that  the  board  take  three 
actionsjjf  a  different  sort : 

(1)  Withdraw  financial  and  organiza¬ 
tional  assistance  to  church  and  educa¬ 
tional  organizations  that  support  the 
Nicaraguan  government  until  it  is 
proved  the  churches  of  Nicaragua  are 
safe  and  free. 

(2)  Convene  a  consultation  on  Central 
America  involving  persons  representing 
a  genuine  cross-section  of  political  and 
theological  views  in  Latin  America  as 
well  as  the  United  States. 

(3)  Call  on  the  Sandinista  National 
Liberation  Front  to  hold  free  elections. 

Global  Ministries  took  no  action  on  the 
requests,  but  on  the  last  night  of  the 
meeting,  the  agency’s  chief  executive 
talked  about  “some  United  Methodists” 
who  would  have  the  board  limit  the 
places  where  it  will  preach  peace  and 
reconciliation  and  would  have  it  be 
selective  in  ministering  to  victims. 

“They  would  have  us  minister  to  the 
victims  of  totalitarianism  and  repression 
in  Eastern  Europe  but  not  in 
Nicaragua,”  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent 
said,  “thereby  making  the  Nicaraguan 
people  both  scapegoats  and  victims  of 
ideological  preference  and  approval.” 

That  is  a  rejection  of  humanity,  Dr. 
Nugent  said.  “It  is  nothing  less  than 
denial  that  certain  people  are  legitimate 
human  family  members,”  he  said. 

Rejecting  liberation  theology 

termed  ‘act  of  blasphemy’ 

Warning  that  “we  already  have  an 
emerging  divided  church,”  Bishop  Roy 
Sano,  new  president  of  Global  Ministries 
World  Program  Division,  offered  direc¬ 
tors  his  vision  of  how  United  Methodists 
can  unite  in  their  missions  outreach. 

Part  of  the  difficulty  in  getting  United 
Methodists  to  unite  behind  the  efforts  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  he  said,  is 
that  most  have  too  narrow  of  a  view  of 
salvation  and  the  working  of  God. 

The  “profanity”  of  most  theological 
thinking  in  the  denomination  is  that  it 
sees  God’s  salvation  only  in  acts  of 
“reconciliation,”  that  is,  the  forgiveness 
of  sins  and  the  rebirth  in  Christ,  said  the 
new  bishop  of  United  Methodism’s 
Denver  Area. 

In  a  kind  of  inaugural  address,  which  he 
described  as  a  continuation  of  the  debate 
started  last  winter  about  the  proper 
direction  of  the  church’s  overseas 
missions  efforts,  Bishop  Sano  said  United 
Methodists  must  understand  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  liberation  in  salvation. 

He  said  the  theme  of  redemption  by  the 
prophets  Jeremiah  and  Ezekiel  involves 
deliverance  and  liberation  from  in¬ 
justices.  Liberation  theology  recognizes 
this,  he  said. 

A  major  theological  task  for  United 
Methodists  is  to  move  beyond  John 
Wesley’s  theology  of  salvation,  which  is 
limited  to  “reconciliation,”  Bishop  Sano 
said,  and  to  include  liberation. 

“That  is  why  I  have  supported  libera¬ 
tion  theology  and  the  liberation  move¬ 
ments  that  are  under  attack,”  he  said. 
“That  is  not  to  say  we  should  give 
blanket  support  to  all  liberation 
struggles,  but  we  should  see  that  God  is 
at  work  in  these  activities.” 

United  Methodists  who  “specialize”  in 
liberation,  however,  also  must  under¬ 
stand  the  importance  of  “reconcilia¬ 
tion,”  Bishop  Sano  said. 

He  described  at  length  his  own 
personal  conversion  experience.  “What 
is  our  proclamation  if  it  isn’t  at  least  this 
much?”  he  said. 

But,  he  said,  divisiveness  comes  when 
many  “reconciliation  specialists” 
are  hostile  to  “liberation.” 

The  former  seminary  professor  had  es¬ 
pecially  strong  words  for  leaders  of  the 
new  Mission  Society  who  are  mailing  a 
pamphlet  that  criticizes  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  for  embracing  libera¬ 
tion  theology. 

Bishop  Sano  told  the  directors:  “With 
all  the  care  I  can  muster,  I  still  would 
want  to  call  the  pamphlet  an  act  of  blas¬ 
phemy”  because  it  “rejects  the  stirring 
of  the  Holy  Spirit”  in  the  liberation  move¬ 
ments. 


Alternate  mission  society 
approves  first  project 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA  —  The  unofficial  Mission 
Society  for  United  Methodists  approved 
its  first  mission  project  at  a  board  of 
directors  meeting  here. 

The  Mission  Society  board  reported 
that  it  is  asking  supporting  individuals 
and  congregations  to  contribute  $25,000, 
which  will  be  given  to  the  Four  Corners 
Native  American  Ministry  head¬ 
quartered  in  Shiprock,  N.M. 

The  United  Methodist  ministry  there 
began  in  1977.  The  board  of  that  ministry 
is  90  percent  Native  American  and  oper¬ 
ates  a  home  for  battered  and  abused 
women  and  children,  an  alcohol  coun¬ 
seling  center  and  two  thrift  shops,  the 
Mission  Society  reported. 

The  Mission  Society  board  stated  that 
it  hopes  to  appoint  two  full-time  staff  per¬ 
sons  to  the  Shiprock  ministry.  The 
society  organized  last  winter  as  a 
“supplemental  missionary-sending 
agency.”  So  far,  it  has  appointed  no  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

The  society  elected  a  new  chairman, 
the  Rev.  Ira  Gallaway,  pastor  of  First 
UMC,  Peoria,  Ill.,  to  replace  the  Rev.  L. 
D.  Thomas  of  Tulsa,  who  died  in  Sep¬ 
tember. 


Bishop  Nacpil 

He  saluted  members  of  the  Global  Min¬ 
istries  staff  who  he  said  taught  him  some 
of  his  appreciation  for  liberation  and  who 
he  said  are  doing  some  of  the  best  theo¬ 
logical  writing  in  the  world. 

He  said  “evangelical”  United  Method¬ 
ists  have  re-kindled  a  much-needed 
spiritual  awakening  in  the  denomination 
but  that  “a  good  part  of  them  bedeck  the 
crown  of  the  rapacious  rule  (by 
superpowers)  inflicted  on  other  people.” 

He  told  the  Reporter  that  he  was  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  tendency  by  evangelicals  to 
allow  their  work  to  “play  into  the  hands 
of  U.S.  foreign  policy”  and  all  the  op¬ 
pression  it  causes.  “They  concentrate  on 
the  evils  of  communism  but  never  on  the 
evils  of  the  U.S.” 

Bishop  Sano  said  his  background  as  a 
Japanese-American  interned  by  the 
United  States  during  World  War  II  has 
caused  him  to  concentrate  attention  on 
U.S.  oppression.  He  said  dialogue  among 
United  Methodists  of  different  views 
would  be  helpful  to  all  parties  and  that  he 
has  benefitted  by  recent  discussions  with 
persons  with  other  emphases  who  have 
shown  that  “oppression  also  exists 
beyond  the  U.S.  and  the  U.S.  satellites. 
The  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy  has  been  showing  that,  for 
example,”  he  said. 

He  said  he  delivered  his  speech  with 
the  hope  that  it  would  open  theological 
dialogue  that  would  lead  toward  unity. 

Filipino  bishop  suggests 
considering  culture’s  best 

Beginning  a  three-year  series  of  bibli¬ 
cal  reflections  on  the  nature  of  missions, 
Bishop  Emerito  Nacpil  sparked  much 
discussion  among  Global  Ministries 
directors  with  his  hypothesis. 

Focusing  on  the  story  of  Jesus’ 
encounter  with  Nicodemus,  the  Philip¬ 
pines  bishop  suggested  that  missionary 


Bishop  Sano 

endeavors  should  deal  with  cultures  in 
their  best  form. 

“How  often  have  we  in  mission  work 
done  precisely  the  opposite,  namely, 
seek  out  the  worst  in  a  culture  —  its 
weaknesses,  its  failures,  its  victims  and 
its  evil-doers?”  Bishop  Nacpil  asked. 

When  Christians  deal  with  a  culture  at 
its  best  —  as  represented  in  Nicodemus 
—  they  can  find  what  still  is  lacking  and 
show  what  Christ  offers  to  fill  the  void,  he 
said. 

By  concentrating  too  much  on  the 
worst  of  a  culture,  mission  efforts  may 
be  guilty  of  acting  as  if  life  isn’t  more 
than  food  and  clothing,  Bishop  Nacpil 
said. 

“We  can  fight  against  human  rights 
violations,  imperialism,  sexism,  racism,” 
he  said.  “We  can  say  ‘amen’  to  all  that. 
But  we  must  ask,  ‘Is  that  all?’  Is  not 
mission  more  than  man’s  love  for  man? 
Mission  is  not  a  humanistic  activity. 
It  is  an  evangelical  exercise  .  .  .  Jesus 
tells  Nicodemus,  ‘You  must  be  born 
anew.’ 

“Jesus  says,  ‘Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom 
of  God  and  its  righteousness.  In  mission, 
we  must  talk  about  the  Kingdom  of  God 
not  just  implicitly  but  explicitly  and 
unashamedly.” 

Bishop  Nacpil  told  of  his  own  exper¬ 
ience  of  discovering  that  “most  of  our 
efforts  (in  the  Philippines)  were  to  the 
poor,  the  outcasts,  the  victims  of  society. 
We  had  expertise  at  presenting  the 
Gospel  to  the  underside  but  not  to  the 
elite,  the  best  that  represents  the 
culture.” 

He  said  he  brought  together  some  elite 
people  and  asked  if  evangelism  to  the 
elite  could  work.  “They  said  it  would  be 
very  difficult  because  the  elite  think  they 
have  everything.”  But  Christianity 
offers  the  one  thing  they  can’t  buy,  he 
indicated. 

Bishop  Nacpil  was  the  first  speaker  in 
a  process  that  will  climax  in  a  1987 
convocation  on  missions. 


the  church  today 


Bicentennial  album  hits 
Christian  music’s  top  50 

“A  Heritage  In  Hymns,”  one  of  the  offi¬ 
cial  Bicentennial  projects  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  is  listed  in  Contempo¬ 
rary  Christian  Music’s  Top  50  Albums 
nationally. 

Although  most  albums  in  this  list  are 
from  the  Christian  “rock”  or  “pop”  field, 
“A  Heritage  In  Hymns”  is  performed  in 
the  more  classical  style  of  grand  chorus 
and  symphony  orchestra  (see  UMR,  Aug. 
17). 

The  recording,  featuring  14  of 
Charles  Wesley’s  great  hymns,  is  per¬ 
formed  by  the  United  Methodist  Festival 
Chorus  and  the  Westminster  Phil¬ 
harmonic  Orchestra  of  London  and  is 
conducted  by  Terry  Price,  director  of 
music  at  Plymouth  Park  United  Method¬ 
ist  in  Irving,  Texas.  “A  Heritage  In 
Hymns”  is  available  in  record  or  cassette 
through  Cokesbury. 

United  president  named 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  Leonard  I.  Sweet, 
37,  provost  of  Colgate  Rochester  Divinity 
School/Bexley  Hall/Crozer  Theological 
Seminary,  Rochester,  N.Y.,  is  the  newly 
elected  president  of  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  United  Theological  Seminary, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  according  to  Horace  E. 


Smith,  chairperson  of  the  Board  of  Trus¬ 
tees.  Mr.  Sweet,  chosen  by  the  board  at 
the  fall  meeting,  Oct.  19,  will  take  office 
January  1985,  upon  the  retirement  of 
President  John  R.  Knecht,  who  has 
served  for  the  past  20  years. 

A  native  of  New  York  state,  Sweet  has 
served  as  a  pastor  of  local  churches  and 
in  positions  of  leadership  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Oldest  bishop  dies 

GAITHERSBURG,  Md.  (UMNS)  -  W. 
Earl  Ledden,  96,  oldest  United  Methodist 
bishop,  died  here  Oct.  20. 

He  taught  at  Wesley  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Washington,  D.C.,  for  many 
years  following  his  retirement  in  1960. 

He  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy  in 
.  1944  and  served  for  16  years  as  episcopal 
leader  of  the  Syracuse  (N.Y.)  Area. 
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-Correction- 


The  “Sunday  School  Song”  and  the 
theme  songs  for  “Active  Learning  for 
Youth”  were  written  by  the  Rev.  Righton 
Tongue  of  the  Northern  New  York  Con¬ 
ference.  A  story  in  the  Oct.  19  edition  of 
the  Reporter  about  singer/songwriter 
Gene  Cotton  said  that  he  wrote,  as  well  as 
performed,  the  songs.  Mr.  Cotton  only 
performed  the  songs. 


The  Rev.  H.  T.  Maclin,  chief  executive 
of  the  Mission  Society,  said  he  has  re¬ 
ceived  65  applications  from  persons 
interested  in  serving  as  missionaries.  He 
said  the  society  has  been  in  conversation 
with  church  leaders  in  10  nations  about 
“potential  areas  of  ministry.” 

Mr.  Maclin,  a  staff  member  of  United 
Methodism’s  official  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  until  a  year  ago,  said 
he  objected  to  Bishop  Roy  Sano’s  charac¬ 
terization  of  a  Mission  Society  pamphlet 
as  “blasphemy”  (see  related  story  on 
this  page).  The  pamphlet  criticizes 
Global  Ministries’  embrace  of  liberation 
theology. 

“The  act  of  blasphemy,”  Mr.  Maclin 
said,  “is  emphasizing  social  change 
in  missions  without  a  corresponding  em¬ 
phasis  on  the  requirement  of  rebirth  in 
Christ  as  an  urgent  necessity.” 

He  said  he  doesn’t  have  a  problem  with 
adherents  of  liberation  theology  being  on 
the  Global  Ministries  staff  “as  long  as 
their  theology  is  prefaced  by  a  deep 
personal  commitment  to  Christ.”  But  he 
does  have  a  problem  with  “evangelicals” 
being  excluded  from  the  staff,  he  said. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


STRAIGHT 

AND  YOUR  LIFE  Will  WORK.  Professional 
plonning  calendar  for  Christians  put*  first 
things  first.  SCRIPTURE  READING  FOR 
EACH  DAY  plus  Devotional  Diary  and 
Pocket/Purse  Priorities  Cards  for  Goals, 
things  to  do.  Better  than  a  DayTimer®  It 
plans  your  life.  Week-in-view  six  ring 
Deskbook,  Zi  hr.  appts.,  reminders. 
INTRODUCTORY  BONUS:  4  months  free 
with  Sep.  84  thru  all  85  plus  85  Pocket 
Edition  and  card  case  all  in  Ul'suede  (Sp. 
buckskin  or  navy)  with  gold  pen,  a  $35 
value  for  $22.50  ppd. _ 
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to 


Dr. 


Lamar  Smith 
and 

the  people  of 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
Conroe,  Texas 

Thank  you  for  choosing  STEWARDSHIP  EHTRI OLHEiVT  to 
raise  the  funds  for  your  relocation  project 
Your  consultant  G.  C.  Brown  and  our  support  staff  commit  to  you 
an  effort  that  will  bring  victory  to  the  church  and  glory  to  our 
Heavenly  Father. 


rSIEMRDSHIP 


Del  Rogers,  Inc. 
11325  Pegasus,  E157 
Dallas,  TX  75238 


If  your  church  has  need  for  funds,  call  us  for  a  free  presentation. 
In  Texas  214-349-4174  •  National  Toll  800-527-1354 
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Service  of  Investiture  begins  with  lighting  of  candles  and  music  from  the  choir. 
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BISHOP’S  INVESTITURE  SERVICE  DRAWS  LARGE  CROWD 


Goodrich,  Crutchfield,  llandy,  and  Underwood. 

Bishop  Underwood’s  Response 
To  His  Investiture 


A  colorful  procession  of  flags,  banners,  ~  Underwood,  a  symbol  of  his  authority  to 
robed  clergy,  board  members  and  laity  read  and  to  preach  the  holy  scriptures, 
led  Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  and  .The  Chalice  and  Baptismal  Font, 
other  dignitaries  into  the  Riverside  representing  the  two  sacraments  of  The 
Centroplex  Theatre  on  Sunday,  October  |  United  Methodist  Church,  were  given  to 
28th,  for  the  first  Investiture  ever  held  in  i  Bishop  Underwood  by  his  friend  of  many 
the  Louisiana  Conference.  .  ears.  Bishop  Robert  E.  Goodrich.  Jr. 

A  140  voice  choir  and  brass  ensemble  The  Crosier,  the  sign  of  the  pastoral 
led  the  congregation  in  singing  Charles  'office  of  the  Bishop,  was  handed  to 
Wesley's  hymn,  "0  For  a  Thousand  -Bishop  Underwood  by  Bishop  Finis  A 
Tongues  to  Sing"  as  the  service  4 1  rutchfield.  Jr  .  former  Bishop  of  the 
proclaimed  the  investiture  of  a  new  ft  Louisiana  Conference,  who  came 
episcopal  leader  for  Louisiana.  .  representing  the  Council  of  Bishops  of 
Greetings  were  presented  from  •  TheUnitedMethodistChurch. 

Louisiana  Governor  Edwin  Edwards  and  ‘  A  formal  presentation  of  Bishop 
Baton  Rouge  Mayor-President  Pat  Underwood  to  the  2,000  gathered  persons 
Screen.  -was  given  by  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.. 

The  Litany  of  Investiture  by  clergy,  ^native  of  Louisiana  and  former  member 
laity,  children  and  ecumenical  Jof  this  conference  and  presently  the 
representatives  proclaimed  the  joy  and  .^episcopal  leader  in  the  state  of  Missouri 
gratitude  of  all  for  the  church  universal  Bishop  Underwood  responded  to  the 
and  the  new  leader  of  Louisiana  ^presentation  by  committing  himself  to 
Methodists.  Following  the  Litany,  Bishop  the  ministry  and  mission  of  The  United 
Galloway,  former  Bishop  in  Louisiana.  -.Methodist  Church  and  to  the  shared 
presented  the  Bible  to  Bishop  'interest  of  all  communions  of  faith. 


May  I  claim  an  informal  moment 
to  express  my  indebtedness  and 
gratitude  to: 

My  United  Methodist  colleagues 
in  the  Episcopacy 
My  Ecumenical  colleagues  in  the 
Episcopacy 

The  Judicatory  Representatives 
The  participants  in  this  service, 
both  clergy  and  lay 
Dear  friends  from  past  years 
The  members  of  my  family 
And  to  all  of  you  who  are  now  new 
members  of  my  spiritual  family. 

Your  presence  is  a  strong  witness 
to  the  vitality  of  the  church,  the  rele¬ 
vancy  of  the  gospel  and  the  power  of 
its  impact  on  the  decisions  of  histo¬ 
ry. 

Just  as  our  state  of  Louisiana  has 
been  enriched  by  the  Germans,  Cre¬ 
oles,  Abadiaris,  Spaniards,  Anglo- 
Americans,  Blacks,  Yugoslavs,  Ital¬ 
ians,  Irish,  Chinese,  Filipinos  and 
Vietnamese  so  do  we  have  the  rich 
heritage  of  our  various  Christian 
communions.  We  gather  here  as  the 
Convenant  Community,  inextrica¬ 
bly  bound  together  by  our  common 
faith  and  our  mutual  concerns  for 
the  welfare  of  all  human  beings. 

Our  religious  faith  is  both  private 
and  public,  both  individual  and  cor¬ 
porate,  both  denominational  and 
ecumenical. 

All  of  life  is  sacred.  All  churches, 
all  Christians,  all  people,  the  whole 
of  society  stand  before  the  judgment 
of  God. 

I  reject  the  notion  of  a  'secular’ 
society.  Twenty  years  ago,  John 
Courtney  Murray,  the  Jesuit  analyst 
of  American  democracy  foresaw 
that  “the  impossible  experiment  of 
stripping  the  public  square  of  reli¬ 
gious  meaning  would  result  in  a  hol¬ 
lowed  out,  unsustainable  public 
life." 

Indeed  our  commission  is  to  "go 
into  all  the  world"  and  that  means 
the  world  of  the  individual  and  the 
world  of  the  corporate  whole,  family 
life,  social  life,  economic  life,  busi¬ 
ness,  politics,  and  government. 

It  was  Walter  Rauschenbusch  who 
made  the  now  famous  statement. 
“There  are  two  great  entities  in  hu¬ 
man  life,  the  human  soul  and  the  hu¬ 
man  race  —  and  religion  is  to  save 
both." 

Reverend  John  Wesley  agreed.  He 
wrote,  “The  gospel  of  Christ  knows 
of  no  religion,  but  social ;  no  holiness 
but  social  holiness.  Faith  working 
by  love  is  the  length  and  breadth 
and  depth  and  height  of  Christian 
perfection.” 

In  the  spirit  of  this  conviction  I 
solemnly  accept  the  awesome  re¬ 
sponsibility  and  the  exciting  chal¬ 
lenge  as  the  Louisiana  Resident 
Bishop  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  I  also  accept  the  task  of  be¬ 
ing  one  of  your  representatives  in 
the  larger  ecumenical  community 
and  in  the  church  universal. 

1  dedicate  myself  to  the  ministry 
and  mission  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  to  the  shared  interests 
of  all  communions  of  faith. 

—  to  the  conversion  and  nurture  of 
individual  persons  and 

—  to  the  conversion  and  nurture  ol 
society  and  the  corporate  whole 

—  to  the  biblical  and  theological 
concerns  of  racism  and  sexism, 
hunger  and  poverty,  war  and  vio¬ 
lence,  injustice  and  oppression. 

—  to  the  spiritual  and  temporal 
needs  of  men  and  women,  young  and 


old,  single  and  married,  rich  and 
poor,  saint  and  sinner,  black, 
brown,  red,  yellow  and  white. 

I  make  this  commitment  in  the 
firm  conviction  that  if  Jesus  Christ 
is  Lord  of  anything  He  must  be  Lord 
of  everything  or  else  He  can  be  Lord 
of  nothing. 

He  must  be  not  only  Lord  of  the 
Church,  but  Lord  of  the  whole  of  the 
social  order.  He  must  be  Lord  of  the 
human  soul  and  Lord  of  the  human 
race. 

It  is  not  enough  to  profess  one’s 
faith. 

It  is  not  enough  to  boast  of  a  cor¬ 
rect  interpretation  of  Scripture. 

It  is  not  enough  to  claim  personal 
holiness. 

It  is  not  enough  to  theorize  or  even 
theologize  about  justice  and  gener¬ 
osity  and  love  and  mercy. 

We  must  act  it  out  privately  and 
publicly,  individually  and  corpo¬ 
rately,  denominationally  and  ecu¬ 
menically. 

To  this  I  dedicate  myself. 

It  is  a  sacred  task  and  a  terrifying 
responsibility.  I  shall  doubtless  wish 
at  times  that  it  belonged  to  someone 
else.  My  own  strength  and  faith  are 
insufficient.  This  ministry  can  be 
achieved  only  by  the  grace  of  God, 
the  power  of  Christ,  and  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  your 
prayers,  your  faith,  your  love,  your 
support. 

St.  Augustine,  on  the  anniversary 
of  his  consecration  as  bishop  said 
this: 

“When  it  dismays  me  that  I  am 
here  for  you,  it  consoles  me  that  I 
am  with  you.  For  you,  I  am  a  bish¬ 
op;  but  with  you,  I  am  a  Christian. 
The  first  is  an  office  accepted;  the 
second,  a  grace  received.  One  a  dan¬ 
ger,  the  other  a  safety.  We  are 
tossed,  it  is  true,  as  though  in  a  high 
sea  by  the  storms  of  our  toil.  But 
recollecting  whose  blood  redeemed 
us,  we  come,  through  the  calm  of 
that  thought,  safely  into  harbor.  As 
we  labor  at  this  task  of  ours,  our  re¬ 
sponse  is  in  the  benefit  we  all  share. 
If,  then,  I  am  gladder  by  far  to  be  re¬ 
deemed  with  you  than  to  be  placed 
over  you,  I  shall,  as  the  Lord  com¬ 
manded,  be  more  completely  your 
servant  for  fear  of  being  ungrateful 
for  the  price  that  was  paid  to  save 
me  that  I  might  be  yours.  ” 

So  it  is  with  me! 

It  is  not  for  you.  It  is  with  you.  It  is 
not  to  be  placed  over  you.  It  is  to  be 
redeemed  with  you.  My  earnest 
prayer  is  that  we  may  be  servants  of 
Him  who  humbled  Himself  and  took 
upon  Himself  the  form  of  a  servant 
and  became  obedient,  even  unto 
death. 

Thus,  in  the  words  of  John  Wesley, 
albeit  with  fear  and  trembling,  I 
make  this  covenant  with  you. 

“I  am  no  longer  my  own,  but 
Thine.  Put  me  to  what  Thou  wilt; 
rank  me  with  whom  Thou  wilt;  Put 
me  to  doing.  Put  me  to  suffering;  let 
me  be  employed  for  Thee  or  laid 
aside  for  Thee,  exalted  for  Thee  or 
brought  low  for  Thee;  let  me  be  full, 
let  me  be  empty;  let  me  have  all 
things,  let  me  have  nothing;  I  freely 
and  heartily  yield  all  things  to  Thy 
pleasure  and  disposal.” 

And  now,  0  glorious  and  blessed 
God,  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit, 
Thou  art  mine,  and  I  am  Thine.  So 
be  it.  And  the  covenant  I  have  made 
on  earth,  let  it  be  ratified  in  heaven. 
Amen  and  Amen. 


Bishop  Galloway  presenls  Bishop  Underwood  the  Bible. 


Bishop  Goodrich  presents  Bishop  Undorwi 


Bishop  Cnilchfield  presents  Bishop  l  inter  wood  the  Crosier,  symbol  of  the  Bishop' 
office.  (All  photos  by  Tom  Jackson.) 


Pictured  above  are  various  ecumenical  and  state  representatives  who  participated 
in  the  service. 


Bishop  Underwood,  top  left,  delivers  response  to  Investiture.  Reverend  Jimmy 
Stovall,  top  right,  reads  proclamation  from  Baton  Rouge  .Mayor  President-Pat 
Screen.  To  his  left  are.  Bishop  Walter  Underwood  and  The  Right  Rev.  Janies  B. 
Brown,  Bishop  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Diocese  of  Louisiana. 


International  Lesson  Series 


The  Christian’s  Hope 


By  ALBERT  TRU  KET 

I  Thessalonians  1 : 1-3 
I  Thessalonians  4; 9-  IS 
Today  we  begin  a  three  lesson  unit 
entitled  "Paul  Writes  About  Last 
Things"  with  a  lesson  expressing  the 
hope  that  Christians  are  united  with 
Christ  both  prior  to  and  in  the  time  ol  His 
coming.  And,  in  this  lesson  we  find  Paul 
dealing  with  several  issues  which  he  felt 
the  people  of  Thessalonica  needed 
clarifying. 

If  I  and  II  Thessalonians  were  not  the 
first  letters  Paul  wrote,  they  were 
certainly  among  the  first.  Therefore, 
they  give  us  an  excellent  introduction  to 
Paul's  mind  and  spirit.  Paul  came  to 
Thessalonica  on  his  second  missionary 
journey  having  been  diverted  in  his 
intended  journey  to  Bithvnia  and  to 
Greece. 

He  must  have  been  very  excited  to 
enter  this  large  city.  In  those  days  it 
probably  had  about  two  hundred 
thousand  people  and  was  one  of  the 
largest  cities  of  the  world.  It  was  a 
wealthy  trade  center  and  straddled  the 
ancient  road  connecting  Rome  with  the 
Eastern  world.  It  was  a  very  important 
city,  one  from  which  Christianity  could 
spread  both  east  and  west  along 
established  trade  routes. 

The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  tell  us  that 
Paul  stayed  in  Thessalonica  only  about 
three  weeks  on  his  first  stop  there  On 
this  occasion,  he  was  so  successful  in 
convincing  people  to  convert  to 
Christianity  that  they  threatened  his  life. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  his  success 
that  shortened  his  stay  He  was 
smuggled  out  to  Beroea  during  the  night 
but  the  same  thing  happened  in  Beroea 
so  he  went  to  Athens.  It  was  in  Athens 
that  he  received  new?s  of  the  new  church 
at  Thessalonica  and.  learning  that  the 
people  were  growing  disturbed  about 


their  new  theology,  decided  to  write  to 
them  in  advice  and  encouragement. 

Paul  tells  the  people  to  love  one 
another  with  a  special  kind  of  love. 
Christian  love,  or,  as  he  put  it  in  Greek, 
agape.  This  was  certainly  not  to  be  a 
mushy,  entirely  emotional  kind  of  love 
but  love  that  supports,  strengthens, 
wants  the  best  for  the  other  person  and,  if 
need  be.  suffers. 

Paul  then  speaks  of  the  Christian  work 
ethic.  The  Thessalonians  were  stressing 
certain  aspects  of  the  faith  to  the  point  of 
ignoring  others  One  such  aspect  was 
manifested  in  their  inordinate  concern 
about  the  immediate  return  of  Jesus,  i.e  . 
they  believed  that  he  would  be  returning 
so  soon  that  there  was  really  no  reason 
for  them  to  carry  on  life  as  usual 
Perhaps  their  worst  misconception,  or  at 
least  the  one  which  bothered  them  the 
most,  was  the  worry  about  whether  they 
would  live  long  enough  to  be  alive  when 
Jesus  did  return.  They  were  most 
concerned  about  the  fate  of  those 
Christians  who  died  before  His  return 

Paul  assures  them  that  “since  we 
believe  that  Jesus  died  and  rose  again, 
even  so  through  Jesus,  God  will  bring 
with  him  these  who  have  fallen  asleep 
tdiedt."  He  tells  them  not  to  worn  about 
the  time  element  —  when  Jesus  would 
return  —  but  about  the  way  they  live  the 
lives  they  were  given.  Those  who  were 
alread>  dead  when  He  returned  would  be 
His  first  concern. 

The  final  verses  give  an  apocalyptic- 
view  of  the  end  time.  Explicit  as  it  may 
seem,  we  must  understand  this  as  a 
representation  of  the  indescribable  glory 
that  is  to  be  revealed  to  us  at  some 
indeterminate  time  when  we  are  capable 
of  understanding.  For  now  we.  as  the 
Thessalonians,  must  "comfort  one 
another  with  these  words"  and  face  the 
future  with  hope  and  faith. 
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■Editorials' 


Are  church  relief  efforts  failing? 


No  end  is  in  sight  to  the  “worst  human 
disaster  in  recent  history”  for  famine- 
stricken  Africa,  according  to  a  recent 
United  Nations  report. 

United  Methodist  mission  officials  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  situation  say  much  the 
same  thing.  Ethiopia  and  Mozambique 
are  suffering  “massive  starvation,"  they 
say,  and  more  than  20  other  nations  — 
as  many  as  35  million  people  —  are 
headed  toward  a  similar  plight  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  26  and  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Does  that  mean  major  church-spon¬ 
sored  relief  efforts  aimed  at  the  African 
famine  during  the  past  year  have  failed? 

From  one  perspective,  “yes”;  from 
another,  “no.” 

A  year  ago,  four  worldwide  Christian 
relief  networks  pledged  to  raise  $100  mil¬ 
lion  for  famine  relief  in  Africa  That  ef¬ 
fort  thus  far  has  produced  $72  million. 
(United  Methodists  pledged  $1  million  of 
which  $923,000  so  far  has  come  in.) 
Doubtless  more  money  contributed  more 
quickly  could  have  reduced  the  number 
of  lives  lost  to  starvation. 

Critics  contend  that  even  when  aid  pro¬ 
vided  by  churches,  national  governments 
and  international  relief  agencies  is  com¬ 
bined,  the  present  efforts  are  "too  little, 
too  late.” 

It  is  doubtful,  however,  that  even  the 
most  timely  and  generous  relief  efforts 
during  the  past  year  could  have 
completely  prevented  the  present  situa¬ 
tion.  Much  of  the  African  continent  has 
experienced  severe  drought  and  food 
shortages  for  the  past  15  years.  The 
effects  of  these  natural  calamities  often 
have  been  magnified  by  political 
instability  and  civil  wars.  As  bad  as  it 
has  been  in  the  past,  however,  informed 
observers  say  nothing  in  preceding  years 


approached  the  severity  of  the  present 
crisis. 

Emergency  aid  by  church-related 
agencies  and  others  has  prevented  an 
even  worse  catastrophe.  Long-term  de¬ 
velopment  projects  in  some  places  have 
started  to  pay  off  in  the  form  of  food-pro¬ 
ducing  areas  that  were  totally  barren 
only  a  few  years  ago. 

We  cannot  undo  the  past  And  we 
should  not  waste  time  or  energy  wringing 
our  hands  about  the  present.  We  can  and 
should  re-dedicate  ourselves  to  relieving 
the  famine-related  suffering  in  Africa— not 
because  we  are  likely  to  end  all  the 
suffering  single-handedly  but  because  as 
Christ’s  followers  we  are  called  to  do  all  we 
can  to  minister  to  those  who  are  hungry. 

If  you  have  not  sent  a  check  to  assist 
with  famine  relief  efforts  in  Africa  —  or 
even  if  you  have  —  you  should  consider 
putting  one  in  the  mail  now  or  in  the 
offering  plate  this  Sunday.  A  special 
offering  in  church  school  classes  or  other 
church  groups  during  the  Thanksgiving 
season  would  be  an  appropriate  way  to 
share  our  bounty  with  sisters  and 
brothers  whose  misery  is  almost  beyond 
our  comprehension. 

When  Congress  reconvenes  and  our 
newly  elected  political  leaders  take  up 
their  duties  in  January,  we  should  greet 
them  with  urgent  requests  for  additional 
humanitarian  sharing  of  our  nation’s 
abundance  with  those  African  countries 
where  human  beings  are  starving. 

At  the  same  time,  we  should  reaffirm 
our  church’s  commitment  to  providing 
long-term  technical  and  developmental 
assistance  so  that  those  facing  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  starvation  today  might  have  a 
chance  to  produce  their  own  food  in  years 
to  come. 
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Pastoral  letter 9  explains  JJM  abortion  stance 


EDITORS  NOTE:  The  foIlowHig 
was  written  as  a  “pastoral  letter”  to 
the  churches  of  United  Methodism's 
Western  Pennsylvania  Area  by  their 
episcopal  leader,  Bishop  James  M. 
Ault.  A  pastoral  letter  is  a  traditional 
means  by  which  a  bishop  explains  the 
church’s  teachings  on  a  given  issue  or 
problem  facing  the  church.  Widespread 
concern  across  the  church  about  the 
topic  of  abortion  —  and  the  controversy 
surrounding  abortion  during  the  just- 
completed  political  campaign  —  make 
Bishop  Ault’s  letter  particularly  timely 
and  potentially  helpful  to  all  Reporter 
readers. 

By  JAMES  M.  AULT 

Every  four  years  it  happens  with  re¬ 
markable  regularity  that  is  a  cause  for 
rejoicing  —  a  free  election  with  a  secret 
ballot  to  vote  for  the  president  of  the 
country  of  our  birth  or  adoption.  A 
Presidential  election  has  a  way  of 
bringing  out  the  best  and  the  worst 
among  us  and  this  year  is  no  exception. 

The  issue  of  abortion  has  become  a  cen¬ 
tral  point  of  division  this  election  year 
The  rallying  cries  of  "Pro-Life”  and 
“Pro-Choice”  organizations  can  be 
heard  throughout  the  land.  They  strug¬ 
gle  with  each  other  for  media  attention 
They  not  only  "heckle”  but  sometimes 
harass  candidates  who  do  not  support 
their  position. 

In  recent  weeks  I  have  been  asked 
this  question  more  than  once:  “What  is 
the  position  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  on  abortion?”  This  is  my  re¬ 
sponse: 

First,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
adopted  a  set  of  Social  Principles  in 


1972.  “These  Principles  represent  a 
prayerful  and  thoughtful  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  General  Conference  to  speak 
to  the  human  issues  in  the  contempo¬ 
rary  world  from  a  sound  biblical  and 
theological  foundation.  They  are  in¬ 
tended  to  be  instructive  and  persuasive 
in  the  best  of  prophetic  spirit."  (Social 
Principles  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  1972.  i  Ij 

What  follows  is  the  I 
statement  on  abor- 1 
tion  which  is  includ-| 
ed  in  the  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples  within  Section! 

II  —  The  Nurturing! 

Community.  I  invite  | 
you  to  read  it  I 
thoughtfully  and! 
prayerfully.  Bishop  Ault 

The  beginning  of  life  and  the  ending 
of  life  are.the  God-given  boundaries  of 
human  existence.  While  individuals 
have  always  had  some  degree  of  control 
over  when  they  would  die,  they  now 
have  the  awesome  power  to  determine 
when  and  even  whether  new  individuals 
will  be  born.  Our  belief  in  the  sanctity  of 
unborn  human  life  makes  us  reluctant 
to  approve  abortion.  But  we  are  equally 
bound  to  respect  the  sacredness  of  the 
life  and  well-being  of  the  mother,  for 
whom  devastating  damage  may  result 
from  an  unacceptable  pregnancy.  In 
continuity  with  past  Christian  teaching, 
we  recognize  tragic  conflicts  of  life  with 
life  that  may  justify  abortion,  and  in 
such  cases  support  the  legal  option  of 
abortion  under  proper  medical  proce 
dures.  We  call  all  Christians  to  a 
searching  and  prayerful  inquiry  into 


the  sorts  of  conditions  that  may  war 
rant  abortion.  Governmental  laws  and 
regulations  do  not  provide  all  the  guid 
ance  required  by  the  informed  Chris 
tian  conscience.  Therefore,  a  decision 
concerning  abortion  should  be  made 
only  after  thoughtful  and  prayerful  con 
sideration  by  the  parties  involved,  with 
medical,  pastoral,  and  other  appro 
priate  counsel. 

—  Book  of  Discipline,  1984,  p.  91 

Second,  a  brief  commentary  on  the 
text  follows  with  the  hope  that  these 
comments  will  increase  our  under¬ 
standing  of  this  principle  and  its  effec¬ 
tive  application  when  appropriate. 

a.  The  text  begins  with  the  affirma¬ 
tion  that  the  boundaries  of  birth  and 
death  are  God-given,  part  of  the  mys¬ 
tery  of  creation. 

b.  This  principle  does  not  support 
abortion  on  demand.  The  text  reads: 
"Our  belief  in  the  sanctity  of  unborn 
human  life  makes  us  reluctant  to  ap 
prove  abortion."  Here,  it  is  important 
to  note  that  there  are  differing  opinions 
regarding  the  beginning  of  life  biolo¬ 
gically  and  the  meaning  of  life  theolog¬ 
ically.  Some  would  lead  us  to  believe 
that  the  point  of  life’s  beginning  has 
been  scientifically  established  and  the¬ 
ologically  approved.  Not  so!  Differing 
opinions  still  abound. 

c.  This  Social  Principle  does  support 
abortion  under  certain  conditions.  The 
text  reads:  "In  continuity  with  past 
Christian  teaching,  we  recognize  tragic 
conflicts  of  life  with  life  that  may  jus¬ 
tify  abortion."  This  means  that  the 
“sanctity  of  human  life"  applies 


equally  to  the  mother  and  to  the  unborn,  ? 
that  is,  where  there  is  a  “conflict  of  life 
with  life”  the  life  of  the  mothej-  of  the 
unborn  may  be  threatened.  This  condi¬ 
tion  calls  for  an  agonizing  decision. 

The  parties  involved  are  urged  to 
turn  to  God,  the  giver  of  life,  and  only 
after  thoughtful  and  prayerful  consid¬ 
eration  with  medical,  pastoral  and 
other  appropriate  counsel  should  a  de¬ 
cision  regarding  abortion  be  made. 

Such  decision  would  finally  be  en¬ 
trusted  to  the  parties  involved  as  an  act 
of  an  informed  Christian  conscience. 

d.  A  nurse  who  is  a  convinced  Chris¬ 
tian  and  competent  in  her  profession 
has  reported  to  me  that  she  knows  of  no 
abortion  which  has  not  been  an  ago¬ 
nizing  decision  for  those  involved  and  a 
traumatic  experience  for  the  mother  no 
matter  what  the  circumstances  were 
that  prompted  the  decision  to  abort . 

e.  This  Social  Principle  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  supports  neither  the 
position  of  Abortion  on  Demand  nor  the  ' 
other  extreme  that  labels  every  abor¬ 
tion  as  Murder. 

That  is  why  we  urge  that  a  loving  con¬ 
cern  and  not  a  harsh  judgment  be  shown 
towards  those  in  the  human  family  of 
God  who  face  this  agonizing  decision. 

Finally,  the  Christian  faith  we  affirm 
requires  that  we  live  a  life  that  is  both 
moral  and  ethical,  based  on  Scripture, 
Tradition,  Experience  and  Reason, 
both  in  personal  decision  and  in  public 
service.  And,  we  should  accord  to 
others  in  this  democracy  the  right  of 
free  exercise  of  another  religion,  if  that 
be  their  choice,  which  in  turns  guides 
their  lives,  public  and  private. 


Tapping  our  most  neglected  resource 


Pray  for  persons  in  Africa  who  are  fac¬ 
ing  starvation? 

At  one  time  such  a  suggestion  would 
have  seemed  perfectly  natural.  In  1984 
prayer  is  likely  to  be  dismissed  in  many 
quarters  as  a  pious,  ineffective  substitute 
for  human  action. 

We’re  grateful  to  Norma  Kehrberg, 
head  of  United  Methodism’s  international 
relief  agency,  for  reminding  us  that  inter¬ 
cessory  prayer  should  occupy  a  central 
place  in  our  efforts  to  help  persons  in 
need  (see  UMR,  Oct.  26  and  preceding 
editorial). 

Prayer,  following  Jesus’  example,  is 
conversation  with  God.  Each  time  we 
speak  to  God  in  prayer,  we  also  create  an 
opportunity  for  Him  to  speak  to  us.  As 
countless  Christians  through  the  ages  have 
testified,  times  of  prayer  often  result  in 
new  insights  into  God’s  will,  a  renewed 
resolve  to  do  His  bidding  and  a  sense  of 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


oneness  with  those  for  whom  we  pray. 

Ms.  Kehrberg  is  urging  United  Meth¬ 
odists  across  the  country  to  undergird 
other  forms  of  assistance  with  prayer. 
Following  the  model  of  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  church  in  Pennsylvania,  she  suggests 
congregations  set  aside  time  during  Sun¬ 
day  worship  to  pray  for  persons  and 
causes  in  countries  with  the  greatest 
need.  Her  office  will  provide  specific  in¬ 
formation  on  request  regarding  the  most 
pressing  needs  in  a  designated  nation. 

Prayer  may  be  the  church’s  most 
neglected  resource.  We  commend  Ms. 
Kehrberg  for  promoting  a  concrete  way 
in  which  its  power  can  be  tapped  to  assist 
persons  in  dire  circumstances.  If  widely 
adopted,  we  believe  her  recommendation 
will  have  many  beneficial  results  — 
material  as  well  as  spiritual. 

(Ms.  Kehrberg’s  address  is  475  River¬ 
side  Drive,  New  York,  New  York  101 15. ) 


“Qracious  Qoi,  v!e  praise  j 
poii for  bringing  good  out  j 
of  bad  situations .  .  . 


TTr 
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for  not  bringing  bad  events 
in  order  to  make  us  good.  ” 


Here  I  Stand 


Bicentennial  efforts  disappoint 


To  the  Editor: 

For  almost  a  year  now  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregations  have  been  cele¬ 
brating  the  Bicentennial  of  Methodism  in 
America.  Committees  have  arranged 
brush-arbor  and  camp-ground  meetings. 
Ladies  have  worn  calico  dresses  and 
donned  bonnets.  Preachers  have  arrayed 
themselves  in  frock  coats,  stripe  pants 
and  string  ties  and  preached  modern 
short  sermons. 

Some  have  ridden  horseback  up  to  mod¬ 
ernistic  cathedral-type  structures  and 
preached  a  frontier  sermon  in  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  of  such  buildings.  Some  persons 
have  gone  about  proclaiming  themselves 
as  John  Wesley  or  Susanna  Wesley  re¬ 
turned  to  help  us  celebrate. 

I,  for  one,  have  been  disappointed.  The 
purpose  of  an  anniversary  is  to  find  time 
and  occasion  to  pause  and  evaluate  cir¬ 
cumstances  in  which  one  finds  himself. 
In  the  case  of  Methodism,  I  had  hoped  we 
would  look  back  to  our  beginnings  and 
seek  out  what  had  been  the  vitality  of  the 
faith  that  had  made  people  come  to  wor- 
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ship  in  the  manner  of  Methodists.  I  had 
hoped  it  would  be  a  time  in  which  we 
could  evaluate  our  present  situation  in 
search  of  new  strength.  It  could  have 
been  a  time  in  which  we  came  to  under¬ 
stand  the  course  we  had  taken  and  to 
view  the  course  on  which  we  are  now  set. 

There  is  still  time.  We  can  stop  play¬ 
acting  and  do  some  serious  searching 
and  perhaps  recover  that  vitality  that 
spread  Methodism  across  the  frontier 
and  influenced  not  only  religion  but  the 
larger  social  aspects  of  the  new  nation. 

Ina  McQuaid 
Garland.  Texas 

Trigg  article  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Oct.  12  "Here  I  Stand”  article  by 
Gerald  Trigg  regarding  the  recent  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  United  Methodist  Judicial 
Council  was  right  on  target.  The  request 
of  the  General  Conference  for  a  ruling  on 
the  constitutionality  of  paragraph  402.2 
in  our  "Book  of  Discipline"  is  perhaps 
the  most  momentous  decision  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  has  ever  faced  regarding 
connectionalism. 

I  would  say  that  Mr.  Trigg  is  mistaken, 
however,  in  his  suggestion  that  no  one  is 
really  aware  of  the  issue.  I  was  part  of  a 
three-member  team  from  the  California- 
Nevada  Annual  Conference  that  sub¬ 
mitted  a  brief  supporting  the  constitu¬ 
tionality  of  the  General  Conference  ac¬ 
tion.  An  opposing  brief  was  also  sub¬ 
mitted.  I  know  of  at  least  one  other  op¬ 
posing  brief  from  another  annual  confer¬ 
ence.  A  jurisdiction  and  a  caucus  also 
submitted  briefs  in  support  of  constitu¬ 
tionality. 

The  issue  is  more  than  homosexuality. 
That  is  important  in  itself.  But  because  of 
the  nature  of  the  issue,  it  has  become 
even  more  vital  for  the  connectional  na¬ 
ture  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Ronald  A.  Greilich 
Lodi,  California 

Jesus  was  not  political 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  World  Council  of 
Churches  chief  Emilio  Castro’s  state¬ 
ments  in  his  interview  with  Eugene 
Stockwell  (see  UMR,  Oct.  5).  Mr.  Castro 
claims  that  Christ's  death  on  the  cross 
for  being  King  of  the  Jews  is  sufficient 
argument  for  the  church  being  political. 
Yet  Jesus  was  not  crucified  because  He 
was  a  politically  motivated  person  but 


Welcome  to  new  readers  in  Canoga  Park,  California 


With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  300  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  First  UMC  in  Canoga  Park, 
California  (Pacific  and  Southwest  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 


the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Canoga  Park,  we 
say  “Welcome."  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


Ethnic  minority  churches  viewed 
from  an  Hispanic  perspective 


because  His  enemies,  the  Pharisees  and 
the  Romans,  were. 

Anybody  who  would  argue  for  political 
activism  by  citing  the  crucifixion  of 
Jesus  Christ  as  a  precedent  places  him¬ 
self  in  league  with  the  enemies  of  Christ 
who  bear  the  blame  for  His  murder  and 
deny  themselves  and  others  the  benefits 
of  His  holy  sacrifice. 

It  has  too  long  been  presumed  by  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  that  it  and  the 
churches  that  make  up  its  membership 
are  the  only  churches  that  meet  the 
needs  of  the  poor.  But  evangelical  Chris¬ 
tianity  fulfills  Christ’s  call  to  minister  by 
actually  ministering  to  spiritual  and 
physical  needs  of  the  person  rather  than 
decrying  the  plight  of  the  poor  and 
placing  the  blame  upon  governments  and 
society. 

As  for  Mr.  Castro’s  generous  invitation 
to  evangelicals  to  join  the  World  Council 
and  learn  of  him,  the  Word  of  God  says, 
“Come  out  of  her  (i.e.  spiritual  Babylon, 
the  apostate  church)  .  .  .  that  you  may 
not  participate  in  her  sins  and  that  you 
may  not  receive  of  her  plagues”  ( Revela¬ 
tion  18:4).  By  this  warning  every  true 
evangelical  knows  that  it  is  contrary  to 
the  will  of  God  to  conform  or  consort  with 
ecumenism  with  its  political  striving  and 
its  secular  goals  that  preclude  the  antici¬ 
pated  return  to  Christ. 

Jerry  Riggs 
Lansing,  Michigan 

Does  UMC  need  more  men? 

To  the  Editor: 

As  have  other  of  your  readers,  I  have 
puzzled  about  the  attraction  of  the  funda¬ 
mentalist  churches  to  increasing  num¬ 
bers  of  people. 

I  am  especially  curious  about  one 
possible  reason.  In  surveying  the  local 
scene,  it  seems  to  me  that  men  are  more 
interested  in  these  churches  and  also  that 
whole  families  are  participating  in  their 
church  activities.  These  churches  gen¬ 
erally  teach  that  the  husband  is  the 
head  of  the  household  and  leader  of  the 
church  (many  times  to  the  exclusion  of 
women).  That  no  doubt  pleases  the  men. 

Is  that  also  the  situation  in  other  areas, 
and  is  it  a  point  of  any  consequence?  If 
so.  how  do  we  attract  men  into  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  make  them  feel 
good  about  being  there?  If  we  could  get 
the  Ta there,  could  we  not  get  the  youth? 

Margaret  Sturt evant 
Hughson,  California 


By  RAYMOND  HERNANDEZ  JR. 

What  is  an  Ethnic  Minority  Church? 

My  wife  and  I  are  long  time  members 
of  the  Rio  Grande  Conference.  We  are 
third  generation  Mexican-Americans. 
We  are  bilingual. 

My  sons,  ages  19  and  21,  are  fourth  gen¬ 
eration  Mexican-Americans.  They  are 
not  bilingual;  they  speak  only  English 
This  has  created  many  difficulties  as  far 
as  our  worshipping  together  as  a  family. 

During  a  five  year  period  in  our  lives 
we  left  the  Rio  Grande  Conference  for  an 
English  speaking  Methodist  Church  so 
that  our  children  might  have  the  benefit 
of  understanding  during  the  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  Although  there  were  many  fine 
Christian  families  in  that  assembly,  my 
wife  and  I  felt  that  many  of  our  impor¬ 
tant  values  were  just  too  different.  So,  we 
returned  to  a  Rio  Grande  Conference 
Methodist  Church. 

The  point  is  that  language  is  not  the 
most  important  thing  that  makes  us  an 
“ethnic  minority.” 

More  than  99%  of  our  present  congre¬ 
gation  speaks  English  fluently  (as  they 
should!).  Many  parents  of  children. 


teens  and  single  young  adults  have  said 
to  me  “It’s  selfish  of  us  to  use  Spanish 
just  because  we  like  to  hear  it.  We  really 
should  care  more  about  the  spiritual 
needs  of  our  youth  than  caring  about  con¬ 
serving  the  use  of  Spanish.” 

The  justification  for  the  existence  of 
the  Rio  Grande  Conference  is  that  it  has 
a  “special”  mission.  I  accept  and  affirm 
this,  but  I  do  not  believe  it  is  to  conserve 
the  use  of  Spanish. 

Neither  do  I  believe 
the  UMC  should  ignore 
conditions  that  create 
obstacles  for  families 
worshiping  together. 

Tome  the  answer  is 
for  the  UMC  to  have 
“ethnic”  churches 
and  “mission’ 
churches,  under  my  particular  meaning 
of  “ethnic.”  The  ethnic  churches  would 
use  primarily  English;  while  “mission” 
churches  would  use  primarily  Spanish 
(bilingual  efforts  have  failed  in  churches 
just  as  they  have  in  the  public  schools) . 

At  this  moment  the  governing  bodies  of 
the  UMC  appear  to  be  listening  only  to 
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Mr.  Hernandez 


My  Witness 

4 Love  enemies’  acquires  a 
new  meaning  in  Honduras 
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"Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Raymond 
Hernandez  Jr.,  is  a  member  of  La  Trini¬ 
dad  UMC  in  San  Antonio,  Texas  (Rio 
Grande  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
" Here  I  Stand,"  UMR,  P.  O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0725. 

the  voices  of  those  “Hispanics”  who  have 
invested  decades  working  their  way  up 
into  the  church’s  hierarchy.  Like  the  pre¬ 
viously  mentioned  parents  of  children, 
teens  and  single  young  adqlts,  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  for  these  voices  to  ad  just  to  tjie  new 
reality. 

In  Texas,  where  the  Mexican-Amer- 
ican  population  will  double  in  10  years 
(as  things  are  being  managed  today),  the 
UMC  will  surely  be  left  far  behind.  The 
quadrennial  emphasis  of  the  United 
Methodist  church  will  only  amount  to  a 
shot-in-the  dark  again! 


By  ANN  WIEBE 

In  a  recent  discussion  on  faith,  politics 
and  non-violent  action,  I  stressed  the 
gospel  call  to  love  our  enemies.  Then  my 
friend  asked,  “Do  you  have  enemies?” 

My  answer  surprised  both  him  and  me. 
“Yes,”  I  realized  as  I  said  it,  “Yes,  Ido." 

As  a  child  in  Sunday  School  class  I 
heard  about  loving  my  enemies.  Since  I 
couldn’t  think  of  anyone  I  hated  or  had 
any  reason  to  hate,  I  figured  I  must  be 
doing  a  pretty  good  job. 

In  the  same  way  that  it  is  difficult  to 
love  abstract,  unknown  people,  it  is  also 
difficult  to  hate  them.  “The  enemy”  was 
only  a  stereotype  in  my  mind,  not  a  real 
person.  But  since  those  Sunday  School 
days  I  have  become  increasingly  aware 
of  the  pain  caused  by  sin.  Since  living  in 
Honduras,  I  have  learned  that  people  tor¬ 
ture,  massacre  and  commit  every  sort  of 
treachery. 

The  North  American  way  of  life  dis¬ 
tanced  and  sheltered  me  from  these  and 
other  sins.  It  is  hard  to  understand  the 
evils  of  the  arms  race,  or  the  economic 
structures  that  keep  people  poor.  It  is 
even  harder  to  find  someone  to  hate  for 
them.  When  sin  is  so  corporate,  when  we 
are  all  involved  in  that  sin,  then  who  is 
the  enemy? 

But  today  I  have  enemies.  There  are 
people  here  who  betray  each  other, 
people  who  imprison  others,  who  torture 
and  kill.  I  know  them  by  name.  We  live  in 
the  same  town.  We’ve  shared  meals  and 
long,  bumpy  jeep  rides  together.  The 
enemies  know  my  name,  too.  And  they 
are  just  as  deeply  opposed  to  my  work  on 
behalf  of  refugees  as  I  am  against  the 
things  they  do. 

Here  the  commandment  to  love  our 
enemies  takes  on  new  relevance.  I  am 
challenged  to  love  enemies  I  know.  I 
often  fall  short.  I  treat  them  civilly  so 
that  they  will  not  have  an  excuse  to  react 
rudely.  I  am  kind  out  of  manipulation, 
not  love. 

As  I  struggle  with  the  temptation  to 
hate  these  individuals.  I’ve  begun  to 
wonder  about  the  consequences  of  the  de¬ 
personalization  of  sin  in  North  America. 
We  are  left  without  enemies  because  we 
are  all  guilty  in  our  participation  in  vio¬ 
lent  structures.  Instead  of  loving  our 
enemies,  we  have  none.  By  denying  their 
existence,  do  we  become  less  capable  of 
loving  everyone?  Without  realizing  it.  do 
we  become  the  enemies  and  hate  our 
selves  for  it?  Perhaps  this  is  at  the  root  of 


"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor  is  a  United 
Methodist  church  worker  living  in  Hon¬ 
duras.  Ann  Wiebe  is  a  pen  name  used  for 
security  reasons  by  the  author.  Her  real 
identity  is  known  by  the  Reporter. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P. 
O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0725. 

our  paralyzing  negative  self-images. 

“Love  your  enemies.”  Obedience  is 
much  more  difficult  than  I  thought  as  a 
child.  It  is  no  less  necessary.  “Pray  for 
those  who  persecute  you.”  Lord,  in  this 
prayer  convert  and  strengthen  us  to 
make  possible  the  completion  of  Your 
will. 
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is  seeking  an 
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Director 
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For  application  write: 

Search  Committee 
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Delight  the 
Young  With 
Books  for  Christmas 


Silent  Night,  verses  by  Joseph  Mohr,  Illustrated  by 
Susan  Jeffers.  All  the  wonder  and  magic  of  our  most 
beloved  Christmas  carol  arc  brought  luminously  to 
life.  Susan  Jeffers’  visual  Interpretations  Imbue  the 
Nativity  events  with  exceptional  warmth  and  light. 
Something  special  for  even-  familv  member.  Dutton. 
D15- 120483.  812.95 

Our  Savior  Is  Bom,  by  Don  Carr,  Illustrated  by  Don 
Kuckcr.  Certain  to  become  a  favorite,  this  beautiful 
full-color  book  offers  Illustrations,  meaningful  poems, 
and  familiar  carols  to  tell  the  ancient  story.  A 
delightful  experience  for  children  of  all  ages.  A  special 
gift  of  love  to  be  shared  and  treasured.  Concordia. 
05-123681.  85.95 

Satisfaction  guaranteed!  Prices  subject  to  change .  T rnnspo nation  extra. 
Add  soles  tax  If  applicable. 


Order  toll  free:  1 -$00-078-1 789.  Use  your  Cokesbury  Account,  American 
Express.  Visa,  or  MasterCard.  Call  Monday-Frlday,  8-4  Central  time  or 
8-4  Pacific  time.  For  personal  service,  call  your  Cokesbury  store. 
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India’s  Christians  said 
‘safe  9 from  violence 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  -  United  Methodist  offi¬ 
cials  here  last  weekend  reported  that  the 
Christian  community  in  India  appears 
not  to  be  involved  in  any  of  the  violence 
rocking  that  nation  since  the 
assassination  of  Prime  Minister  Indira 
Gandhi. 

Mrs.  Gandhi’s  murder  was  being  attri¬ 
buted  last  weekend  to  a  violent  separatist 
movement  among  the  Sikh  religious 
minority,  an  off-shoot  of  Hinduism.  Many 
Hindus  were  reported  carrying  out  retri¬ 
butive  actions  against  Sikhs  who  are 
denominant  only  in  the  northern  Punjab 
state. 

A  telephone  call  to  church  leaders  in 
the  Punjab  last  week  brought  word  that 
no  Christians  are  feeling  any  threat  from 
the  violence,  said  the  Rev.  Charles  Rey¬ 
nolds,  international  secretary  of  the 
Ludhiana  Christian  Medical  College  in 
the  Punjab.  The  college  is  supported 
primarily  by  United  Methodists  and 
Presbyterians. 

Mr.  Reynolds,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  in  New  York,  told  the  Reporter 
that  most  Sikhs  are  peaceful  and  not 
allied  with  the  separatist  movement.  The 
Methodist  Church  is  strong  in  the 
Punjab,  he  said,  but  its  members  are  not 
the  type  to  draw  attacks  on  themselves 
or  to  commit  violence  against  others. 

The  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  has  one  missionary 
in  the  Punjab,  Coleen  Gilmore  of 
Mississippi. 

Global  Ministries  officials  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  they  had  made  phone  contact  with 
missionaries  in  the  capital  city  of  Delhi 


and  heard  that  the  three  UM  missionary- 
couples  are  fine.  They  are  Richard  and 
Mollie  Taylor,  Carlos  and  Saroj  Welch, 
and  Richard  and  Sylvia  Smyth. 

Mrs.  Gandhi  had  good  relations  with 
the  Christian  minority  in  India  during 
her  years  as  head  of  government  and 
even  won  the  support  of  some  church 
leaders  during  her  imposition  of  strin¬ 
gent  emergency  measures  that  curtailed 
civil  liberties  in  the  1970s,  Religious 
News  Service  reported. 

When  Mrs.  Gandhi  became  premier  in 
1966.  she  reaffirmed  the  policy  of  her 
father  (the  late  Jawaharlal  Nehru)  to 
grant  “equal  respect  to  all  religions.”  In 
December  1972,  she  praised  the  work  of 
Christian  missionaries  in  the  country, 
saying  they  had  encouraged  leaders  of 
other  religions  to  work  among  the  people. 

Staff  members  of  the  many  denomi¬ 
national  and  inter-denominational  agen¬ 
cies  at  the  Inter-Church  Center  in  New 
York  participated  in  a  memorial  service 
for  Mrs.  Gandhi  at  the  center’s  chapel 
last  Friday. 

The  United  Methodist  General  Council 
on  Ministries  in  its  fall  meeting  in  Dayton 
last  week  sent  a  message  of  sympathy  to 
the  general  secretary  and  six  bishops  of 
the  Methodist  Church  of  India  as  well  as 
to  members  of  Mrs.  Gandhi’s  family. 

“We  express  our  sorrow  for  this  violent 
event  and  our  regret  at  the  resort  to  vio¬ 
lence  in  the  affairs  of  nations  and  be¬ 
tween  nations,"  the  council's  statement 
said. 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  sent  a 
similar  statement  to  the  same  persons. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Ethicists  ponder  baboon  transplant 


By  DARRELL TURNER 
Religious  News  Service  Staff  Writer 
The  transplant  of  a  baboon’s  heart 
into  a  human  baby  has  raised  a  new 
round  of  medical  ethics  questions. 

While  some  of  the  loudest  protests 
have  come  from  animal-rights  activists 
angry  at  the  use  of  a  baboon's  heart, 
ethicists  and  religious  scholars  were 
more  concerned  with  the  amount  of 
money  devoted  to  such  expensive 
procedures  and  whether  it  could  better 
be  used  for  more  conventional  medical 
treatments. 

The  infant  transplant  recipient, 
known  only  as  Baby  Fae,  was  reported 
to  be  steadily  improving  at  press  time. 
She  received  the  animal  heart  Oct.  26. 
at  the  Seventh-day  Adventist-asso¬ 
ciated  Loma  Linda  University  Medical 
Center  in  California  The  transplant 
was  the  first  of  five  using  baboon  hearts 
planned  by  doctors  at  the  university 
Several  ethicists  surveyed  by  Reli¬ 
gious  News  Service  said  the  use  of  an 


animal  in  a  procedure  to  save  the  life  of 
a  human  did  not  trouble  them  so  much 
as  the  expense.  Such  an  operation 
would  be  too  expensive  for  most  people 

The  operation  raises  questions  of  dis¬ 
tributive  justice,  said  Dr  Paul 
Ramsey,  professor  of  religion  at 
Princeton  University.  “The  question  is 
the  allocation  of  what  are  by  definition 
scarce  medical  resources,  "  he  said 

The  United  Methodist  layman  pointed 
out  that  “medical  needs  are  infinite, 
and  we  are  forced  to  the  allocation  of 
scarce  resources.”  He  said  the  problem 
was  how  to  provide  “the  maximum 
medical  service  to  the  most  people.  " 

Animal  sacrifice  okay 

The  Rev.  Orville  Griese,  director  of 
research  at-the  Pope  John  XXIII  Med¬ 
ical-Moral  Research  and  Education 
Center  in  St.  Louis,  noted  that  animal 
organs  were  being  transplanted  into 
human  bodies  20  years  ago,  so  that  in 


one  sense  the  California  operation  was 
"nothing  very,  very  new." 

Dialogue  essential 

He  said  he  didn't  “see  anything 
wrong  in  it  in  itself”  and  suggested  that 
in  considering  the  expense,  people 
should  "tolerate”  the  costs  of  such 
operations  in  their  pioneering  stages  as 
more  medical  knowledge  is  developed 
At  the  same  time.  Mr.  Griese  said  the 
distributive  justice  question  was  a 
“terrible”  dilemma  for  society. 

James  B.  Nelson,  professor  of  social 
ethics  at  the  United  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  of  the  Twin  Cities  in  Minnesota, 
said  he  felt  it  was  justifiable  to  “sacri¬ 
fice  lower  forms  of  animal  life  to 
human  needs.”  On  the  question  of  dis¬ 
tributive  justice,  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  theologian  said  he  felt  American 
society  tended  to  emphasize  the  dra 
matic  at  the  expense  of  meeting  needs 
through  more  common  procedures  He 
said  he  had  “serious  questions”  about 


that  tendency. 

Rabbi  Marc  Tanenbaum  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Jewish  Committee  said  operations 
like  the  one  at  Loma  Linda  raise 
“larger  questions  of  the  future  of  medi¬ 
cal  engineering  and  genetic  tech¬ 
nology." 

He  said  it  was  “absolutely  essential” 
that  medical  technologists  engage  in 
<  dialogue  with  theologians  and  ethicists 
about  the  implications  of  such  opera¬ 
tions  for  human  beings,  particularly  in 
regard  to  "the  limits  to  medical  mani¬ 
pulation  of  the  human  personality  ." 

Mr.  Tanenbaum  said  society  must 
guard  against  making  poor  people 
“expendable”  if  they  cannot  afford  the 
new  procedures.  "The  Bible  does  not 
tell  us  that  only  rich  people  are  to  be 
saved,"  he  noted 

Commenting  that  the  organ  trans¬ 
plant  posed  “very  tough  questions." 
Mr.  Tanenbaum  expressed  the  hope 
that  it  “will  be  seen  as  a  special  case 
and  will  not  become  more  common. " 


New  UM  relief  airlifted  to  Ethiopia 

$100,000  in  donations  provides  food,  trucks  to  starving  masses 


Rejected  for  chips,  spuds 
make  grade  for  hungry 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

BIG  ISLAND,  Va.  —  Four  truckloads 
of  potatoes,  rejected  by  a  Texas  potato 
chip  factory,  have  been  diverted  to 
hungry  people,  making  it  the  biggest 
haul  yet  for  the  United  Methodist-related 
Society  of  St.  Andrew,  headquartered 
here. 

The  society’s  Potato  Project  locates 
"rejected”  potatoes  across  the  country 
and  arranges  distribution  to  food  banks 
(from  which  charitable  organizations 
purchase  food  for  token  amounts),  to 
Native  American  reservations  and  to 
other  hunger  agencies,  (see  UMR,  Nov. 
25,  1983). 

"The  growers  are  anxious  to  recoup 
anything,  so  we  offer  to  pick  up  their  cost 
of" Shipping  the  potatoes  to  the  chip 
fadfory,  and  they  donate  the  potatoes  to 
us,”  said  the  Rev.  Ray  Buchanan,  a 
United  Methodist  minister  and  co-direc¬ 
tor  of  St.  Andrews. 

Almost  half  a  million  pounds  of  chip- 
rejected  potatoes  were  distributed  last 
month. 

The  society  hopes  to  distribute  eight 
million  pounds  of  potatoes  nation-wide 
this  year,  he  said. 

"The  potatoes  we’ve  moved  in  Texas 
are  potatoes  that  were  intended  to  be  pro¬ 
cessed  into  potato  chips,”  Mr.  Buchanan 
said.  But  they  were  rejected  because  the 
potatoes  had  too  high  a  sugar  content, 
causing  them  to  fry  too  dark  for  quality 
chips. 

"At  that  point,  the  potatoes  would  nor¬ 
mally  be  dumped.  Instead,  the  owners 
donated  the  potatoes  to  us.”  he  said. 


“Farmers  are  starting  to  find  out 
about  us.  They  take  ‘a  bath’  when  they 
have  a  crop  rejected.  When  they  donate 
the  potatoes,  they  get  a  tax  write-off,  and 
we  pay  for  their  freight. 

“The  only  thing  that  limits  this -pro¬ 
gram  is  funding,”  Mr.  Buchanan  said. 
The  excess  potatoes  are  “out  there”  and  so 
are  hungry  people  and  needy  food  banks. 

The  society  never  pays  for  potatoes, 
only  for  shipping  and  freight  and 
“occasionally  labor  and  bagging,”  he 
said. 

In  response  to  numerous  offers  from 
local  churches  of  United  Methodist  and 
other  denominations,  the  Society  of  St. 
Andrew  has  started  a  “Potato  Project 
Partners  Program,”  that  lets  local 
churches  become  involved  in  the 
society’s  work. 

“We  ask  churches  to  enter  a  covenant 
with  us  —  to  pray  for  us  —  to  keep  hunger 
on  their  church  agenda  and  to  donate  the 
money  for  at  least  one  truckload  of 
potatoes  to  be  distributed  a  year,”  Mr. 
Buchanan  said. 

The  Partners  Program  started  only  a 
month  ago  and  already  has  25  churches 
involved. 

Project  leaders  also  hope  to  make  their 
first  overseas  shipment  this  month,  to 
the  Dominican  Republic. 

The  Potato  Project  is  approved  as  a 
United  Methodist  Advance  Special. 
Donations  can  be  made  to  Advance  pro¬ 
ject  number  985461-8. 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew  is  head¬ 
quartered  at  Rt.  1  Box  283,  Big  Island. 
VA  24526;  its  phone  number  is  804-299- 
5956. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  -  United  Methodists’ 
latest  contributions  toward  helping  in 
Africa’s  drought  crisis  have  begun  arriv¬ 
ing  in  starvation-plagued  Ethiopia  in  the 
form  of  airlifted  food. 

Last  week,  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  released 
another  $100,000  for  the  Africa  crisis,  all 
of  it  to  be  used  in  Ethiopia  where  food 
shortages  have  tipped  into  massive 
starvation. 

The  new  food  shipments  are  going  to 
the  Makelle  area  of  Ethiopia  where 
50,000  people  are  reported  without  food 
and  another  50,000  have  come  flooding  in 
from  the  desert  searching  for  food. 

A  year  ago,  UMCOR  made  a  $l-million 
Global  Food  Crisis  Appeal,  primarily  for 
Africa.  The  new  expenditure  brings  to 
$923,000  the  amount  given  by  UMCOR 
and  exhausts  the  account,  said  Doreen 
Tilghman,  UMCOR  assistant  general 
secretary. 

She  encouraged  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  and  individuals  to  consider 
sending  more  money  immediately  either 
to  UMCOR’s  Global  Food  Crisis  No. 
982500-2  which  can  be  used  wherever 
UMCOR  sees  the  most  need  or  to  Global 
Food  Crisis-Ethiopia  No.  982501-3  to  be 
used  entirely  for  that  east  African  nation. 

The  United  Methodist  donations  are 
being  combined  with  those  of  other  de¬ 
nominations’  gifts  through  Church  World 
Service  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  —  U  S.  and  Church  World 
Service  is  working  with  the  Lutheran 
World  Federation  and  Catholic  Relief 
Services,  among  others,  through  the 
Christian  Relief  and  Development 
Association  of  Ethiopia. 

The  UMCOR  funds  are  helping  pay  for 
the  first  10  flights  of  a  month-long  airlift 
by  Church  World  Service. 

They  also  are  helping  to  buy  10  heavy- 
duty  trucks  which  are  due  to  arrive  in 
Ethiopia  in  mid-November  to  transport 
food,  medicine  and  other  emergency 
supplies  from  Europe  and  the  United 
States  overland. 

Relief  officials  said  that  because  the 
trucks  weren’t  arriving  fast  enough,  the 
airlift  was  organized. 


Starving  persons  have  become  com 
food  airlift  last  weekend. 

Two  Transamerica  Airlines  pilots  have 
volunteered  to  fly  chartered  Hercules 
aircraft  which  can  carry  18  tons  of  food 
at  a  cost  of  $6,000  per  round  trip  and  were 
to  begin  last  weekend. 

Total  Church  World  Service 
commitment  for  the  airlift  and  trucks  is 
$260,000.  Of  UMCOR’s  $100,000  part  of 
that,  $20,000  came  from  United 
Methodists’  contributions  to  the  general 
World  Hunger  Advance  Special  and 
$80,000  from  gifts  to  the  Global  Food 
Crisis  appeal,  Ms.  Tilghman  said 

Hunger  and  starvation  in  Ethiopia 


monplace  in  Ethiopia  where  United  Methodists  helped  begin  an  emergency 
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National  prayer  center:  24-hour  open  lines 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  -  About  7,000  times  a 
month,  the  phones  ring  in  an  office  here 
with  the  caller  asking  United  Methodists 
to  pray  for  a  particular  need. 

National  telephone  switchboards  for 
prayer  requests  may  be  most  associated 
with  religious  TV  shows,  but  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  had  its  own  prayer 
ministry  here  since  1977. 

Part  of  the  Upper  Room  section  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  the  pray¬ 
er  center  recently  was  one  of  the  first 
offices  to  benefit  from  remodeling  taking 
place  at  the  headquarters  of  the  world- 
famous  Upper  Room  devotional  guide. 
The  remodeled  prayer  center  was  dedi¬ 
cated  last  month. 

'  The  prayer  center  offers  a  24-hour  toll- 
free  prayer  ministry  to  anyone  who 


needs  it.  The  ministry  is  simple  and  two¬ 
fold,  according  to  its  director,  James  K. 
Wagner.  “We  listen  to  the  persons  and 
their  needs,  and  we  lift  them  up  in 
prayer.” 

Prayer  center  coordinator  Evelyn 
McKee  said  volunteers  try  to  limit  calls 
to  five  or  six  minutes,  “but  it  is  hard. 
Sometimes  we  pray  that  long  with  the 
persons  calling,  and  some  calls  run  20 
minutes.” 

Every  prayer  concern  is  prayed  for  in 
at  least  three  different  locations,  Mr. 
Wagner  said.  The  volunteer  who  answers 
the  phone  first  prays  with  the  caller. 
Then  all  prayer  requests  are  referred  for 
a  week's  prayers  to  two  of  the  ministry's 
735  chartered  covenant  prayer  groups. 

"It  is  a  ministry  of  many  people  in 
many  places,"  said  Mr.  Wagner,  “not 
just  one  or  two  in  one  place.”  Some  10,000 


_  i^triWwrrtei  _ _ 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  —  Evelyn  McKee,  coordinator  of  The  Upper  Room 
Living  Prayer  Center,  and  James  K.  Wagner,  director  of  the  center, 
observe  prayer  center  volunteer  Frank  Burke  as  he  responds  to  a  call. 
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people,  the  majority  of  them  United 
Methodists,  make  up  the  covenant 
prayer  groups  scattered  throughout  the 
U.S.  plus  three  groups  each  in  Mexico 
and  Canada. 

A  group  can  become  chartered  only 
after  contacting  the  coordinator.  Ms. 
McKee,  and  completing  a  six-week  study 
of  the  "Workbook  of  Living  Prayer”  by 
the  Upper  Room’s  former  editor,  the 
Rev.  Maxie  D.  Dunnam.  To  complete  re¬ 
quirements,  each  group  then  designates 
one  person  to  call  the  prayer  center 
weekly  for  prayer  requests. 

In  Nashville,  135  volunteers  work  a 
weekly  two-hour  shift  to  answer  around 
7,000  calls  per  month. 

“The  two  hours  I  work  seem  like  about 
ten  minutes.”  said  Ophelia  McGowan  be¬ 
tween  calls  as  she  worked  in  one  of  the 
six  “stations”  of  the  new  prayer  center 
recently.  When  she  can’t  come  to  the 
prayer  center,  she  works  from  her  home 
by  means  of  a  phone-call  diverter.  This 
diverter  also  makes  it  possible  for  handi¬ 
capped  and  homebound  volunteers  in  the 
Nashville  area  to  be  involved  in  the 
prayer  ministry. 

Nearly  every  weekend,  too,  said  Mr 
Wagner,  the  diverter  is  used  to  relay 
prayer  requests  to  a  volunteer  group 
anywhere  in  the  country,  generally  for 
three  or  four  hours.  The  local  group  pays 
the  long  distance  charges. 

Frequently  these  "remote  prayer  cen¬ 
ters"  are  manned  by  units  of  United 
Methodist  Men.  the  organization  which 
makes  the  prayer  ministry  possible  by 
underwriting  most  of  the  cost  of  four 
WATS  (1-800-351-2468)  lines  and  three  local 
(Tennessee collect  615-327-4673)  lines. 

A  “voice”  line  (615-327-2783)  has  been 
added  so  that  deaf  persons  with  similar 
“voice"  lines  can  transmit  and  receive  a 
typewritten  message.  International 
prayer  requests,  at  the  caller’s  expense, 
come  from  places  as  remote  as  England. 
Jamaica.  Australia,  and  Puerto  Rico. 

“We  do  not  send  follow-up  letters 
asking  for  money  —  we  don’t  even  ask  for 


addresses,"  said  Mr.  Wagner  explaining 
the  uniqueness  of  the  Upper  Room  min¬ 
istry.  He  added  that  they  do  not  give  ad¬ 
vice,  read  scripture,  or  refer  callers  to 
outside  agencies.  The  volunteers  do  not 
counsel,  but  some  calls  are  referred  to  a 
staff  member  trained  in  counseling. 

According  to  Ms.  McKee,  the  prayer 
center  receives  between  75  and  100 
“praise  reports"  of  prayers  answered 
per  month.  “Most  of  the  prayer 
requests,”  she  said,  "are  for  interces¬ 
sory  prayer  for  the  healing  of  other 
people  .”  Volunteer  Bebe  Maney  said  she 
herself  had  received  an  answered  prayer 
for  healing  since  she  started  working  at 
the  center  17  months  ago. 

The  prayer  center’s  new  facilities 
aren’t  obvious  to  anyone  calling  in  with  a 
prayer  request.  However,  the  improved 
lighting  and  climate  have  not  only  raised 
morale  and  efficiency  for  the  staff  and 
volunteers,  but  they  also  set  the  model  to 
be  followed  in  the  three-year  remodeling 
program  for  the  Discipleship  board's 
headquarters  building. 

NCC  reaffirms  value 
of  visiting  Soviets 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Despite  visa 
problems  and  a  protest,  a  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  delegation  concluded  a 
12-day  visit  to  the  Soviet  Union  by  reaffirm¬ 
ing  the  value  of  its  contacts  with  Soviet 
Christians  (see  UMR,  Nov.  2). 

Just  hours  before  the  ecumenical  group 
had  been  scheduled  to  leave  New  York 
Oct.  11,  the  delegation  learned  that  the 
Soviet  Union  had  denied  a  visa  to  one  of 
its  members.  Two  others  volunteered  to 
stay  in  the  U.S.  to  protest. 

But  as  the  visit  ended  in  Moscow  on 
Oct.  23,  NCC  General  Secretary  Claire 
Randall  said  she  believed  it  "clearly 
strengthens  our  relationships  and  demon¬ 
strates  that  a  trust  has  been  built  up  over 
all  these  years  that  makes  it  possible  to 
have  serious  discussions  between  Soviet 
and  American  Christians.” 


have  reached  mammoth  proportions  far 
exceeding  the  drought  and  famine  in  1973 
when  200.000  people  died,  reported  the 
Rev.  Paul  McCleary.  a  United  Methodist 
who  heads  Church  World  Service.  In 
1973,  only  three  of  tbe  count ry’s  14 
regions  were  affected;  today  12  regions 
are  involved,  he  said.  Some  observers 
believe  more  than  200,000  deaths  already 
have  occurred. 

Another  six  million  people  are  likely  to 
perish  if  extraordinary  action  by  all 
relief  donors  is  not  forthcoming.  Dr. 
McCleary  said. 

According  to  McCleary,  the  desperate 
situation  in  Ethiopia  results  from  a  com¬ 
bination  of  factors:  chronic  and  cyclical 
drought,  an  underdeveloped  agricultural 
sector,  use  of  agricultural  production  for 
export,  soil  erosion,  record  population 
growth  and  years  of  civil  strife  related  to 
the  communist  government  of  Ethiopia . 

Ms.  Tilghman  said  UMCOR  has  not 
made  a  specific  appeal  for  Ethiopia  But 
so  many  United  Methodists  were  tele¬ 


phoning  and  wanting  to  designate  money 
for  that  nation's  people,  she  said,  that 
UMCOR  two  weeks  ago  set  up  the  special 
Ethiopia  account  mentioned  above.  As 
long  as  UMCOR  officials  classify  the 
Ethiopian  situation  a  disaster,  they  can 
pass  through  as  much  money  as  United 
Methodists  send,  she  said. 

She  said  she  wants  United  Methodists 
to  be  aware  that  Mozambique,  where 
UMCOR  has  delivered  a  large  amount  of 
aid,  also  is  experiencing  widescale  starva¬ 
tion  and  that  at  least  another  20  African 
nations  are  suffering  food  shortages. 

It  is  important  for  United  Methodists  to 
care  not  just  about  Ethiopia  but  all  the 
other  nations  where  UMCOR  develop¬ 
ment  work  is  trying  to  keep  them  from 
tipping  over  into  the  desperate  situation 
now  enveloping  Ethiopia,  Ms.  Tilghman 
said  Those  development  projects  are 
supported  through  Advance  Specials 
which  are  listed  in  the  Partnership  in 
Missions  catalogue  possessed  by  each 
local  church. 


They  Lived 
for  Him. = 
He  Died 
for  Them! 


Every  Christian  feels  a 
deep  kinship  with  the  12 
men  who  left  everything  to 
follow  Jesus.  But  who 
really  were  the  disciples? 

In  The  Contemporary 
Twelve  Walter  L. 
Underwood,  bishop  of  the 
Louisiana  area  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church, 
brings  you  the  12  disciples 
as  you’ve  never  seen  them 
before:  offering  powerful, 
in-depth  profiles  of  these 
12  men  who  changed  the 


world;  demonstrating  for 
readers  of  all  ages  how 
the  disciples’  lives  are 
relevant  and  instructional 
for  faith  development 
today.  An  ideal  resource 
for  sermon  enrichment. 
Only  $9.50,  cloth.  Order 
today! 
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UM  Communications  kicks  off  PR  campaign 

Commission  okays  $ 6.3  million  budget  for  image  improvement,  TV/telecommunications 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  -  With  the  million-dollur 
debt  on  the  ill-fated  1980  television  cam¬ 
paign  about  to  be  paid  off  next  month, 
members  of  the  new  board  of  United 
Methodist  Communications  (UMCom) 
breathed  a  sigh  of  relief  and  set  their 
sights  on  goals  for  the  next  four  years. 

The  commission  decided  how  to  begin 
a  new  television/telecommunications 
ministry  with  funds  approved  by  the  1984 
General  Conference.  (The  National  Tele¬ 
vision  Presence  and  Ministry  campaign, 
established  by  the  1980  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  was  shut  down  in  1982  for  lack  of 
financing.) 

And,  the  commission  decided  to  launch 
an  extensive  public  relations  campaign 
to  improve  the  image  and  better  explain 
the  programs  of  the  denomination's 
general  agencies. 

“We  (UMCom)  must  see  ourselves  as 
the  storytellers  of  the  church."  Roger 
Burgess,  newly  elected  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  commission  said  in  Nashville 
last  week  at  UMCom’s  first  meeting  of 
the  1984-88  quadrennium. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  is  doing 
a  lot  of  good  things.  The  problem  is.  we 
don’t  do  a  very  good  job  at  telling  it."  he 
said. 

With  that  in  mind,  the  commission 
okayed  a  $6.3-million  budget  to  tackle  the 
problem. 

New  television  project  begun 

The  television/telecommunicat  ions 
program  (TV/T  as  it’s  being  called  by 
UMCom)  has  a  budget  of  $267,750  and  is 
aimed  at  meeting  four  major  goals : 

(1)  To  develop  a  new  national,  weekly 
United  Methodist  television  program  to 
be  shown  on  various  cable  networks. 

(2)  To  work  with  annual  conferences  in 
developing  radio  and  TV  activities. 

(3)  To  assist  local  churches  in  “telling 
their  own  story"  locally  on  radio  and  TV. 

(4)  To  explore  the  possibilities  of  an  in- 
house  satellite  network  to  link  the 
general  agencies  and  annual  conferences 
on  a  Weekly  basis. 

Public  relations  planned 

The  new  public  relations  campaign, 
jointly  sponsored  by  the  general  board 
and  agencies  with  a  combined  $100,000 
budget,  includes  a  folder  of  pamphlets  on 
the  13  general  agencies  and  a  30-minute 
slide  presentation  explaining  the  agen¬ 
cies’  programs.  The  program  was  pre¬ 
viewed  by  the  commission  and  is  being 
shown  this  month  at  the  denomination’s 
finance  and  program  coordinating  coun¬ 
cils. 

The  public  relations  program,  built 
around  the  theme  “The  World  Is  Our 
Parish,”  will  be  an  on-going,  four-year 
project  of  UMCom  and  comes  as  a  result 
of  a  study  made  several  years  agd  indi¬ 
cating  that  United  Methodists  have  a 
“fuzzy”  image  of  their  church’s  purpose 
and  mission.  Dr.  Burgess  said. 

“The  church  needs  (a  structured  cam¬ 
paign)  to  tell  the  true  story  of  what  it’s 
doing  around  the  world,”  Dr.  Burgess 
said.  The  public  often  only  hears  about 
the  controversial  things  reported  by  the 
secular  press  and  rarely  hears  about  the 
"good  news”  of  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
tries,  he  said. 

While  the  first  two  steps  of  the 
program  are  underway  (the  pamphlets 
and  slide  presentation),  the  remainder  of 
the  campaign  will  focus  on  building  a 
"common  sense  of  mission”  among 
members  and  on  projecting  a  uniform 
image  of  the  church  to  the  general 
public,  he  said. 

Computer-based  linkups  studied 

The  commission  agreed  to  ask  for  a 
$57,726,000  grant  from  contingency  funds 


United  Methodists 

IheWitridls 
Our  Parish 


United  Methodists  will  see  this  logo 
throughout  the  next  four  years  as  United 
Methodist  Communications  pursues  the 
public  relations  campaign  “The  World  Is 
Our  Parish."  The  five  figures  are  yellow, 
white,  red.  brown  and  black  and  repre¬ 
sent  the  pluralism  in  the  denomination. 

of  the  denomination’s  main  fund.  World 
Service,  to  explore  ways  that  computer- 
based  communications  might  be  used 
within  the  church.  (The  General  Council 
on  Ministries  last  week  approved 


$52,726,000  for  that. ) 

Anticipated  computer-based  communi¬ 
cations  would  include  studying  ways  that 
local  churches  could  use  their  computers 
for  an  electronic  bulletin  board,  mail 
transmission  and  newsletters.  They  also 
plan  to  study  ways  to  provide  matching 
funds  for  “voiceless”  or  minority  groups 
who  want  to  participate  in  the  computer 
hookup. 

"Frankly,  whether  we  can  connect 
churches  by  computer  in  the  next  15  years 
is  going  to  be  an  experiment,”  Dr.  Bur¬ 
gess  commented.  “But  we’ll  never  know 
until  we  try.” 

The  commission  also  authorized  a 
program  to  strengthen  The  Interpreter 
magazine,  a  magazine  aimed  at  clergy 
and  church  leaders  making  it  “more 
lively  and  helpful"  to  its  300,000  sub¬ 
scribers,  Dr.  Burgess  said.  The  commis¬ 
sion  hopes  to  see  “at  least"  a  five  percent 
increase  in  subscriptions. 

In  other  business,  the  commission : 

•  approved  an  ethnic  minority  scholar¬ 
ship  fund  in  honor  of  the  late  Leonard 
Perryman,  a  former  member  of  the  Unit¬ 


ed  Methodist  news  service  staff,  with  the 
first  award  in  1986  of  $1,000; 

•  honored  Ed  Maynard,  retiring  assis¬ 
tant  general  secretary,  for  38  years  in  the 
field  of  communications  ministries; 

•  learned  that  Newtonia  Harris, 
formerly  director  of  communications  for 
the  Board  of  Discipleship,  was  named  to 
succeed  Dr.  Maynard; 

•  was  informed  that  the  Rev.  Robert 
Holmes  of  Helena,  Mont.,  will  be  the 
speaker  for  "The  Protestant  Hour"  in 
1986; 

•  Recommended  several  projects  to  be 
referred  as  World  Service  Specials 
including  the  Perryman  scholarship 
fund,  a  film  about  the  history  of  Hispanic 
involvement  in  the  church  and  a  news¬ 
paper  for  Native  Americans. 

Bishop  Louis  W.  Schowengerdt  of  the 
Albuquerque  (N.M.)  Area  was  elected 
president  of  UMCom.  Other  officers  are: 
the  Rev.  Roy  Barton  of  Dallas  and  Ruth 
Daughterty  of  Reading,  Pa.,  vice  presi¬ 
dents  and  the  Rev.  William  Quick  of 
Detroit,  secretary. 


Dunnam  named  ‘Communicator  of  Year’ 


UMR  editors  honored  for  excellence 
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By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

COLUMBUS,  Ohio  -  Members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  staff  received 
three  of  the  top  seven  awards  at  the 
United  Methodist  Association  of  Com¬ 
municators  Annual  Awards  banquet  here 
last  week,  including  the  “Communicator 
of  the  Year”  award  to  the  Rev.  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III,  the  Reporter’s  Editor 
and  General  Manager. 

Mr.  Dunnam  also  was  honored  with  an 
Award  of  Excellence  for  general  excel¬ 
lence  in  editing  among  all  newspapers. 

Reporter  Associate  Editor  Roy  Howard 
Beck  received  the  Donn  Doten  Award  of 
Excellence,  over  all  writing  categories. 

Don  Sluder,  communications  director 
for  the  Holston  Annual  Conference  and 
editor  of  that  conference’s  weekly  edition 
of  the  Reporter,  received  the  top  award 
for  excellence  in  electronic  media  work. 

Mr.  Dunnam  was  cited  by  the  national 
professional  association  for  "his  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
family  of  publications  which  have  a 
readership  of  half  a  million;  the  creation 
of  a  new  publication  ‘The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Review,’  and  for  his  unique  contri¬ 
bution  to  worldwide  religious  journalism 
as  chief  architect  of  the  plan  which  saved 
Religious  News  Service  from  almost  cer¬ 
tain  extinction." 

Mr.  Dunnam  also  was  awarded  Certifi¬ 
cates  of  Merit  for  general  excellence, 
editorial  content/writing,  best  news 
story  and  best  editorial  among  news¬ 
papers  with  circulation  exceeding  15,000. 
Especially  cited  were  the  Reporter's 
coverage  of  the  1984  General  Conference, 
and  Mr.  Dunnam’s  news  coverage  and 
editorial  comments  following  the  resigna¬ 
tion  of  Bishop  James  Armstrong  last  fall. 

Mr.  Beck  was  awarded  Certificates  of 
Merit  in  the  categories  of  best  feature 
story  (two  awards)  and  shared  honors 
with  Mr.  Dunnam  for  best  news  story 
and  best  editorial.  Mr.  Beck’s  coverage  of 
the  ongoing  debate  regarding  United  Meth¬ 
odist  mission  philosophy  was  especially 
applauded,  as  were  his  feature  articles 
on  an  innovative  approach  to  sentencing 
offenders  by  a  federal  judge  in  Nebraska 
and  on  the  TRAG  "peace  machine”  de¬ 
veloped  by  a  layman  in  Missouri. 

Donald  K.  Small,  the  Reporter’s  Assis¬ 
tant  Editor  for  conference  editions,  was 
awarded  a  Certificate  of  Merit  for  a 
“photo  spread"  he  developed  as  part  of 
his  photographic  work  for  the  Reporter 
at  the  1984  General  Conference. 

Numerous  editors  of  conference  pa¬ 
pers  published  as  editions  of  the  Re¬ 
porter  also  received  Certificates  of 
Merit.  Ann  Greene  Whiting,  editor  of  the 
Southern  New  England  Reporter  and 
Zions  Herald,  received  awards  for  best 


Don't  Listen  to  All 
Those  TV  Commercials. 


You  know  the  ones  we  mean.  Famous  actors  appear  in  your 
living  room  telling  you  to  buy  this  or  that  computer.  But  before 
you  invest  hundreds  of  dollars,  shouldn’t  you  be  sure  you’re 
buying  the  right  computer  for  your  particular  church?  Selecting 
the  Church  Computer  is 
state-of-the  art  advice  on  how 
to  do  just  that.  It  will  introduce 
you  to  the  computer,  tell  you 
what  various  computers  can 
do  for  your  church,  and  assure 
you  that  you're  making  the 
best  possible  computer  in¬ 
vestment.  The  computer  age 
is  here,  so  be  sure  to  order 
your  copy  today!  Just  $8.95, 
paper 
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editorial,  best  use  of  illustrative  ma¬ 
terials  and  best  news  story  in  publi¬ 
cations  of  less  than  15,000  circulation. 
Ms.  Whiting’s  Associate  Editor,  T.  C. 
Whitehouse,  also  was  cited  in  the  best 
news  story  category. 

Others  receiving  Certificates  of  Merit 
were:  Elizabeth  Glidden,  Assistant 
Editor  of  the  Central  Illinois  Conference 
Reporter  for  best  feature  story;  the  Rev. 
John  McEllhenney,  editor  of  the  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Conference  Reporter  for 
best  news  story;  Don  Sluder,  Holston 
Conference  communicator/editor  for  a 
video  production  on  Sunday  school 
teachers;  and  Thelma  Monbarren,  East 
Ohio  Conference  editor/communicator, 
for  general  excellence  in  producing  pro¬ 
motional  materials  for  an  annual  confer¬ 
ence. 

The  Rev.  Joan  Gray,  one  of  the  nation’s 
few  full-time  local  church  ministers  of 
communications,  and  editor  of  the 
Lovers  Lane  UMC,  Dallas,  local  church 
edition  of  the  Reporter,  received  three 
Certificates  of  Merit  —  for  best  feature 
story,  best  local  church  promotional  ma¬ 
terials,  and  best  special  supplement  to  a 
newspaper  with  less  than  15,000  circu¬ 
lation. 

The  Rev.  Judith  L.  Weidman,  Editor- 
Director  of  Religious  News  Service,  a 
daily  wire  service  owned  and  operated 
by  the  Reporter,  received  two  awards  for 
editorial  work  done  while  she  was  an 
executive  of  United  Methodism’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

Others  receiving  Awards  of  Excellence 
from  the  professional  communicators 
association  were:  David  I.  Bradley, 
editor  of  Christian  Home  magazine  for 
general  excellence  in  publications  and 
periodicals;  Malik  Reaves  of  New  World 
Outlook,  the  Donald  B.  Moyer  Award  for 
Excellence  in  Photography;  and  the  Rev. 
Donald  E.  Collier,  the  Leonard  Perry¬ 
man  Award  for  excellence  in  special  pro¬ 
motion. 


COLUMBUS.  Ohio  — 
The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III,  center,  is 
presented  the  United 
Methodist  Association  of 
Communicators’  "Com¬ 
municator  of  the  Year” 
award  by  Martha  Pil¬ 
cher,  co-chair  of  the 
awards  committee  and  a 
member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing 
House  staff  in  Nashville, 
as  James  Steele  of  Indian¬ 
apolis,  the  group’s  presi¬ 
dent,  looks  on. 

UMR  PHOTO  BY 
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Judging  for  the  awards  was  done  by 
persons  on  the  journalism  faculty  of  Ohio 
State  University. 

Five  persons  also  were  inducted  into  the 
United  Methodist  Communicators  Hall  of 
Fame,  one  posthumously.  They  were: 

Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen,  editor  of  the 
“Central  Christian  Advocate”  from  1956 
until  his  election  as  bishop  in  1967 ; 

Dr.  Wesley  E.  Brashares,  the  founding 
director  of  the  public  relations  program 
in  Indiana,  a  pioneering  effort  followed  in 
subsequent  years  by  many  areas  of  the 
church ; 

Dr.  Joe  Willard  Krecker,  editor  for  20 
years  of  the  former  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church’s  official  denomina¬ 
tional  magazine; 

Mary  McLanachan,  editor  for  more 
than  40  years  of  the  world  missionary 
publication  for  the  women’s  organization 
of  the  former  United  Brethren  and  Evan¬ 
gelical  United  Brethren  Churches; 

the  late  Leonard  Perryman,  a  jour¬ 
nalist  and  devoted  chronicler  of  Method¬ 
ism  for  nearly  30  years,  who  died  Novem¬ 
ber  15,  1983  after  battling  cancer  for 
more  than  a  year  and  a  half. 


New  media  agency  head: 
People  want  to  see  UMC 
programs  on  television 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  "Our  people  want 
to  see  the  United  Methodist  Church  on 
TV."  says  Roger  Burgess,  newly 
elected  general  secretary  of  United 
Methodism’s  national  communi¬ 
cations  agency. 

And  to  illustrate,  he  points  to  a 
favorite  60-second  TV  spot : 

While  the  "Hallelujah  Chorus”  is 
sung  in  the  background,  a  voice-over 
begins  to  reminisce  about  how 
Sundays  "used  to  be.”  A  family  is 
shown  getting  dressed  for  church, 
worshipping  together  and  spending 
time  in  fellowship  the  rest  of  the  day 
with  other  church-goers. 

At  the  close  of  the  sentimental  TV 
spot  the  voice  says,  "Remember  Sun¬ 
days?  .  .  .  It’s  still  like  that  in  the 
United  Methodist  Churches  in  middle 
Tennessee.” 

"I  remember  when  that  spot  first 
ran;  we  got  a  tremendous  response 
following  it,”  says  Dr.  Burgess,  a 
former  vice  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  and  now 
head  of  United  Methodist 
Communications  (UMCom). 

And  the  biggest  surprise  of  all  to 
those  responding,  was  that  it  was 
"us”  sponsoring,  he  says. 

United  Methodists  have  seen  other 
churches  and  church  groups  for  years 
on  television,  he  says.  "Now  they 
want  to  see  themselves  right  up  there 
with  PTL  and  some  of  the  others.  ‘ ' 

One  of  Dr.  Burgess’  first  goals  he 
says,  is  for  UMCom  to  develop  a 
weekly  30-minute  cable  TV  show,  that 
is  "unabashedly  United  Methodist." 
But  he  adds  that  the  program  —  its 


format  yet  to  be  m 
determined  —  is  f 
only  the  begin¬ 
ning. 

"We’ve  got  the 
facilities  and  the 
manpower  right 
here  in  Nashville 
to  produce  radio 
and  TV  spots 
about  the  church. 

We  also  want  to  Roger  Burgess 
do  some  special  programming  and  at 
least  a  dozen  other  things  to  get  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  public 
eye.” 

These  "special  projects"  are  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  getting  more  United  Method¬ 
ist  worship  services  on  TV,  he  adds. 

"A  lot  of  this  already  is  going  on 
now  with  local  churches  and  in  some 
annual  conferences.  But  we  want  to 
get  in  there,  support  them  and  help 
them  in  any  way  we  can  to  keep  it 
up.” 

Local  churches  and  annual  confer¬ 
ences  often  have  hired  commercial 
producers  in  the  past  to  help  them,  but 
Dr.  Burgess  hopes  they  will  begin 
turning  to  United  Methodist  facilities. 

The  new  television/telecommuni¬ 
cations  budget  provides  funds  for 
UMCom  to  help  the  73  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  launching  and  maintaining 
various  TV  and  TV-related  ministries. 

“Here  in  Nashville,  we’ve  got  a 
communications  facility  that  is  the 
envy  of  every  other  Protestant 
denomination  except  the  Southern 
Baptists,  and  I  am  anxious  to  see  our 
church  use  it  to  its  fullest,"  he  said. 

-  SUSAN  CARROLL 


Repressed  Liberia  needs 
UM  help,  bishop  urges 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  -  The  bishop  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Liberia  has 
urged  American  Christians  to  help  his 
nation  fight  against  political  repression. 

Bishop  Arthur  Kulah,  head  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Liberia,  spoke  last 
month  to  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  concerning  a 
recent  decree  in  his  country  banning 
criticism  of  the  military  government  and 
forbidding  formation  of  different  poli¬ 
tical  parties. 

Bishop  Kulah  read  to  the  board 
members  a  letter  he  had  sent  to  the  office 
of  the  head  6f  state  in  Liberia.  The  letter 
was  written  by  Kulah  and  other  repre¬ 
sentatives  to  the  Liberian  Council  of 
Churches.  The  church  leaders  expressed 
“grave  and  urgent  concern”  over  govern¬ 
ment  actions  since  the  ban  on  political 
activities  was  lifted  in  July. 

The  letter  stated  opposition  to  “arbi¬ 
trary  arrests,  mysterious  disappearances 
and  extra-judicial  trial”  involving  church 
leaders  and  others  who  have  criticized  or 


tried  to  organize  political  parties. 

He  told  how  a  military  government 
took  charge  of  the  country  four  years 
ago,  putting  a  freeze  on  all  political 
activity.  The  bishop  explained  that  the 
church  was  generally  supportive  of  the 
government,  believing  its  intention  to  be 
“preparing  for  a  sound  democracy.” 

In  July  the  political  ban  was  lifted,  as 
scheduled.  Two  days  later,  however,  the 
government  issued  a  decree  saying  that 
anyone  found  criticizing  the  government, 
the  head  of  state  or  any  official  would  be 
arrested  and  detained  without  charge. 

"As  a  result  several  efiurch  leaders 
were  detained,”  Bishop  Kulah.  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry,  told  his  fellow  di¬ 
rectors. 

Bishop  Kulah  said  he  himself  faces 
arrest  upon  his  return  to  Liberia  because 
of  his  role  in  drafting  the  letter  of  protest. 

“Please,  read  this  letter  in  your 
churches.  Read  it  to  your  people.  Please 
ask  them  to  pray  for  Liberia,”  he  urged. 


‘Good  News’  reacts  to  bishop’s  criticisms 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WILMORE,  Ky.  —  A  statement 
authorized  by  the  executive  committee  of 
the  unofficial  Good  News  caucus  says 
Bishop  Roy  Sano  of  the  Denver  Area 
“owes  evangelicals  and  the  entire  church 
an  apology”  for  recent  statements  about 
evangelical  United  Methodists. 

Sent  to  news  outlets  and  to  Bishop  Sano 
last  weekend,  the  statement  refers  to  the 
new  bishop’s  "inaugural  address”  as 
president  of  the  World  Program  Division 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
(see  UMR,  Nov.  2). 

“Bishop  Sano  made  two  unbelievable 
statements,”  said  the  Rev.  James  V'. 
Heidinger  II,  executive  secretary  of 


Early  Methodists  practiced 
very  strict ,  modest  living 


By  WALTER  N.  VERNON 

American  Methodism  began  with  a 
sensitive  social  conscience,  thanks  to 
John  Wesley’s  understanding  of  the 
Christian  faith.  The  Christmas 
Conference  of  1784  resolved  that  all  that 
was  to  be  done  there  must  be  with  "an 
especial  care,  to  set  God  always  before 
us.”  but  it  continued  by  dealing  with 
practical  ways  of  loving  one’s  neighbor 
as  oneself. 

Those  present  considered  how  to  “re¬ 
form  the  Continent  and  to  spread  scrip¬ 
tural  Holiness  over  these  Lands."  They 
talked  about  "buying  and  Selling" 
according  to  the  Golden  Rule,  and  about 
"Family-Religion.”  They  were  against 
“superfluity  of  apparel”  and  "super¬ 
fluous  ornaments.”  They  asked.  "May 
our  Ministers  .  .  .  drink  spirituous 
Liquors?"  and  answered  by  saying.  “By 
no  means,  unless  it  be  medically."  Their 
strongest  condemnation  was  against 
slavery,  already  mentioned  in  this 
series. 

At  this  conference  there  was  also  con¬ 
cern  —  and  effort  at  providing  —  for  the 
support  of  retired  preachers,  widows  of 
preachers,  and  orphans  of  preachers 
And  there  was  a  concern  that  funds  not 
be  wasted  on  expensive  church  build¬ 
ings:  “Let  all  our  Chapels  be  built  plain 
and  decent,  but  not  more  expensively 
than  is  absolutely  unavoidable:  Other¬ 
wise  the  Necessity  of  raising  the  Money 
will  make  Rich  Men  necessary  to  us.  But 
if  so.  we  must  be  dependent  upon  them, 
yea.  and  governed  by  them.  And  then 
farewell  to  the  Methodist  Discipline,  if 
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Writer 


not  Doctrine.” 

To  the  surprise  of  many  modern  United 
Methodists,  some  Methodists  during  the 
American  Revolutionary  War  were  con¬ 
scientious  objectors.  A  famous  case  is 
that  of  Jesse  Lee,  commonly  regarded  as 
next  to  Asbury  in  influence.  "In  July 
1780,  Lee  was  drafted  into  the  army.  He 
had  scruples  against  war  and  refused  to 
take  the  rifle  that  was  offered  him. 
Placed  under  guard,  he  prayed  with  his 
captors  and  was  soon  singing  and 
preaching  to  them.  He  was  willing  to 
perform  any  unarmed  duty  and  so  he  was 
made  a  wagon  driver,  and  became  an  . 
unofficial  chaplain.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  after  serving  three  months." 
( Encyclopedia  of  World  Methodism ) 

Lee  later  wrote  in  1809  about  this  sit¬ 
uation  in  the  first  book  of  American 
Methodist  history  (A  Short  History  of  the 
Methodists):  "Some  of  the  Methodists 
were  bound  to  conscience  not  to  fight: 
and  no  threatenings  could  compel  them 
to  bear  arms  .  .  .  Some  of  them  were 
whipped,  some  were  fined,  and  some 
imprisoned;  others  were  sent  home,  and 
many  wei  e  much  persecuted.” 

Thus  we  see  that  most  of  the  social 
evils  early  Methodists  struggled  with  ai  e 
still  with  us. 


Good  News,  who  wrote  the  public 
statement.  “First  he  indicated  that  op¬ 
position  to  liberation  movements  is  an 
act  of  blasphemy.  He  also  said  that  evan¬ 
gelical  Christians  are  bedecking  the 
crown  of  the  rapacious  rule  (by  super¬ 
powers)  inflicted  on  other  people.  In 
plain  English,  (Bishop  Sano  is  saying 
that)  evangelicals  are  helping  the 
world’s  oppressors  do  their  dirty 
business. 

"Such  venemous  charges  have  not 
been  heard  in  Christendom  since  Martin 
Luther  accused  the  pope  of  being  the 
anti-Christ.” 

Dr.  Heidinger  said  evangelicals  sup¬ 
port  social  action  but  not  the  baptizing  of 
violent  revolutions  as  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

“The  bishop’s  statement  represents  the 
clearest  acknowledgement  thus  far  of 
our  mission  board’s  commitment  to 
liberation  theology,”  Dr.  Heidinger  said. 

Bishop  Sano  told  directors  of  the  World 
Program  Division  in  October  that  he  sup¬ 
ports  liberation  theology  and  liberation 
movements  because  he  sees  the  stirring 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  them,  reflecting  the 
themes  of  redemption  found  in  the 
prophets  Ezekiel  and  Jeremiah.  He 
saluted  the  Global  Ministries  staff  for  its 
work  with  liberation  theology. 

Dr.  Heidinger’s  statement  last  week 


concluded:  "We  believe  such  a  stance 
represents  a  major  departure  from  the 
historic  Christian  faith,  no  matter  how 
much  familiar  terminology  is  employed.” 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  “may 
choose  to  believe  this  new,  highly  ques¬ 
tionable  kind  of  theology.  But  it  has  no 
right  to  expect  local  churches  to  support 
such  a  philosophy  financially,”  he  said. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


CLASSIFIED 


ASSOCIATE  MINISTER.  FULL-TIME,  who  will  spe¬ 
cialize  in  new  member  contacts  and  programming  in 
a  moderalely  sized  Washington.  D.C..  Church 
Please  send  resume,  including  photo,  salary  range, 
and  dale  o I  availability,  to  PPR.  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church.  5:112  Connecticut  Avenue.  N  W  . 
Washington  PC  2oni5 


I.ARGE  CHURCH  IN  Dallas  Melroplex  seeking  ex¬ 
perienced  Director  or  Minister  ol  Youth  Ministries 
Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Box 
<i7.  Plano  TX  75074 


THE  McCRELESS  PROFESSOR  of  Evangelism.  A 
tenure  Track  appointment  with  rank  and  salary 
negotiable.  Ph  D,  or  equivalent  training  or  expe 
l  ienee.  Applications  should  be  sent  to  Deun  James  E 
Kirby.  Perkins  School  of  Theology.  SMC.  Dallas. 
Texas  75275.  on  or  before  December  t,  I9H4  Southern 
Methodist  University,  an  Equal  Oppurtuuily'Tillc 
IX/ Affirmative  Action  Employer 


VIRGIL  KRAFT'S  POPUU\K  Book.  When  the  North 
Wind  Blow  s  i  for  people  depressed,  bewildered,  hurl  t 
available  through  special  grunt  for  only  Si! 
Order  from  Kraft  Books;  1516 Hiiiman  Avenue.  Suite 
HOI.  Evanston,  Illinois 60201 


to 


Dr. 


Lamar  Smith 
and. 

the  people  of 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
Conroe,  Texas 

Thank  you  for  choosing  STEWARDSHIP  EJVHICHMEIVr  to 
raise  the  funds  for  your  relocation  project 
Your  consultant  G.  C.  Brown  and  our  support  staff  commit  to  you 
an  effort  that  will  bring  victory  to  the  church  and  glory  to  our 
Heavenly  Father. 


Del  Rogers,  Inc. 
11325  Pegasus,  E157 
Dallas,  TX  75238 

If  your  church  has  need  for  funds,  call  us  for  a  free  presentation. 
In  Texas  214-349-4174  •  National  Toll  800-527-1364 
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NOVEMBER  16.  1984 


Lectionary  TV  Schedule:  Dec.  ’84- Jan.  ’85 

Methodist  Presenter  —  Dr.  John  Holbert,  Professor  of  Homiletics,  Perkins 

School  of  Theology,  Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas.  Texas. 

December  2  —  First  Sunday  of  Advent  —  Mark  13 : 32-37 
December  9  —  Second  Sunday  of  Advent  —  Mark  1:1-8 
December  16  —  Third  Sunday  of  Advent  —  John  1 :6-8. 19-28 
December  23  —  Fourth  Sunday  of  Advent  —  Luke  1 : 26-38 
The  above  will  be  announced  as  follows: 

Tuesday,  November  20  -  9:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m.  (Messages  for  December  2, 
9, 16,  and  23) 

Presbyterian  Presenter  -  Dr.  John  B.  Rogers,  Pastor,  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Shreveport,  Louisiana. 

December  30  —  First  Sunday  after  Christmas  —  Luke  2:22-40 
January  6  — Epiphany  Sunday  -  Matthew  2. 1-12 
January  13  — First  Sunday  after  Epiphany  —  Mark  1 :4-ll 
January  20  —  Second  Sunday  after  Epiphany  —  John  1 : 35-42 
The  above  will  be  announced  as  follows : 

Tuesday,  December  18  —  9:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m.  (Messages  for  l  -ecember  30, 
January  6, 13,  and  20). 

The  November  20  telecast  —  Westar  5,  Channel  15  —  9-11  a.m. 

The  December  18  telecast  —  Westar  4,  Channel  11  —  9-11  a.m. 


Sara  Fugler  and  Nell  Read  hold  American  flag  flown  over  Congress  in  honor  of 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Women  and  presented  by  Senator  Russell  Long. 


600  Attend  Political  Skills  Workshop 


Approximately  sixty  women  from  all 
over  the  state  of  Louisiana  came  to¬ 
gether  for  a  Political  Skills  Workshop  at 
the  Bellmont  Hotel  in  Baton  Rouge.  It 
was  sponsored  by  United  Methodist 
Women  and  was  open  to  women  of  all 
faiths,  all  parties  and  all  levels  of 
experience.  Chairpersons  for  the  one  day 
event  were  Sara  S.  Fugler  of  Greensburg 
and  Lou  Alexander  of  Baton  Rouge.  The 
Reverend  Carolyn  Brannon  of  Sulphur, 
La.,  presented  the  biblical-theological 
background  for  the  workshop.  Ann 
Garvin  of  Topeka,  Kansas  served  as 


National  Women’s  Education  Fund, 
Trainer.  Ms.  Garvin  is  chairperson  of  the 
Kansas  Women’s  Political  Caucus  and  is 
active  in  the  field  of  education  and 
politics.  Lynda  Imes  and  Joan  Houghton 
of  Baton  Rouge  served  on  a  panel  to 
discuss  successful  ways  to  use  political 
skills.  The  purpose  of  this  workshop  was 
to  expose  women  to  the  ways  to  get 
involved  in  politics,  either  as  candidates 
themselves  or  as  workers  for  other 
women  candidates.  These  workshops  are 
being  held  all  over  the  country  and  are 
most  informative. 


Heritage  Hymn  Written 
By  a  Louisiana  Methodist 


Michael  Wilson  Morgan  wrote  the 
“Heritage  Hymn’’  at  the  request  of  the 
Bicentennial  Committee  of  the  Munhol- 
land  United  Methodist  Church,  Metairie, 
Louisiana.  It  was  performed  for  the  first 
time  at  the  beginning  of  the  church  year. 

Michael  was  born  in  Augusta,  Georgia 
in  1945,  but  grew  up  in  Twin  City.  He  was 
the  oldest  of  three  brothers  in  a  devout, 
Methodist  family.  He  graduated  from 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta,  Georgia 
with  a  degree  in  French.  Later,  he 
acquired  a  Masters  Degree  in  Science 
from  North  Georgia  State.  While  in 
school,  he  married  Elaine  Ward  who  is 
the  mother  of  their  three  children.  They 
now  live  in  Metairie,  Louisiana. 

When  he  is  not  travelling  to  South  and 
Central  American  countries,  Mike  lends 
his  energies  as  Den  Master  to  the  Cub 
Scouts  and  to  Munholland  United 
Methodist  Church  where  he  sings  in  the 
choir,  works  on  the  commission  on  wor¬ 
ship,  bicentennial  committee,  and  the  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Board. 

He  says  his  ideas  came  from  the  words 
of  his  mother  and  members  of  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial  Committee.  Once  he  started,  the 
words,  music,  and  harmony  fell  into 
place. 

Mike  has  long  been  an  admirer  of 
Charles  Wesley,  the  great  Methodist 


Methodist  hymn  composer,  Michael 
Wilson  Morgan. 


hymn  writer,  whose  inspiring  legacy 
continues  in  the  modern  church. 

Copies  are  available  by  writing 
Munholland  United  Methodist  Church, 
1201  Metairie  Road,  Metairie,  La.  70005. 
Rev.  Richard  C.  Hoffpauir  is  the  Senior 
pastor  of  Munholland  UMC. 


Heritage  Hymn 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 


Walter  L.  Underwood,  Bi shop 
Harvey  G.  Williamson, 
Council  Director 


Elwood  Fleming,  Editor 
Linda  Crum, 
Editorial  Assistant 


527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge.  LA  70802 


Local  Church  Revitalization  Program  Presented 
to  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  by  BGM 


Dr.  Ray  Branton,  Chairperson  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  presented  two 
proposals,  for  local  church  revitalization 
and  the  establishment  of  new  churches, 
to  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
at  their  October  12  meeting.  He  also 
explained  the  chosen  method  for 
carrying  out  these  proposals. 


Dr.  Ray  Branton,  above,  is  shown 
presenting  the  two  proposals  from  the 
Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to 
the  Council  on  Ministries  at  their  recent 
meeting. 


After  many  contacts  across  the  USA,  it 
was  determined  that  one  of  the  leading 
authorities  in  the  nation  on  the  revi¬ 
talization  of  local  churches  in  chang¬ 
ing  communities,  as  well  as  on 
methodologies  for  site  selection  for  new 
churches,  is  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ted  McEachem 
of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  a  ministerial 
member  of  the  South  Carolina  Annual 
Conference.  Mr.  McEachern  heads 
ACTS,  an  organization  which  has  worked 
with  urban  areas,  districts  and  annual 
conferences  throughout  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  in  both  local  church  revi¬ 
talization  and  site  location  for  new 
churches. 

Following  initial  discussion,  the 
Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
invited  Ted  McEachern  to  a  meeting  of 
the  Board  last  spring,  where  he 
explained  his  methodology  in  some 
detail.  The  Board  was  especially 
interested  in  the  way  McEachern 
detailed  the  tendency  of  churches  to 
move  out  of  cities  to  the  suburbs,  leaving 
huge  areas  without  any  United  Methodist 
presence.  McEachern  stated  that  only 
one  church  had  closed  among  all  those 
with  whom  he  had  worked.  Success  in 
revitalization  varies  from  church  to 
church,  from  spectacular  success  to  no 
change  at  all,  but  significant  im¬ 
provement  on  balance  can  be  observed  in 
a  large  number  of  churches  after  a 
period  in  this  program. 


Editorial 

A  New  Look  at  Planning 

First  of  all.  I  want  to  welcome  a  “good  planner’’  to  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  staff.  Dr.  John  Braden.  John  did  a  splendid  job  in  leading  the  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries  through  a  prioritizing  process  for  1985  pro¬ 
gramming.  In  addition,  he  has  helped  several  District  Council  on  Ministries 
with  their  planning  as  well. 

Bishop  Underwood  wants  the  Conference  to  intentionally  plan  for  growth  and 
be  in  mission  for  Christ.  This  means,  first  of  all,  goal  setting,  which  may  be  long 
or  short  term.  Secondly,  what  are  the  particular  objectives  that  best  define  and 
clarify  the  goal?  Thirdly,  what  courses  of  action  can  best  get  the  job  done? 

All  of  this  involves  action  plans  with  specific  time  lines,  assignment  of 
responsibility,  use  of  present  resources  and  the  need  to  add  new  resources 
where  feasible.  But  underlying  this  whole  approach  to  planning,  there  is  one 
question  that,  for  me,  is  extremely  important.  It  is,  “Is  the  goal,  objective  or 
course  of  action  measurable?”  If  it  is  nebulous,  as  many  of  our  programs  of 
good  intention  are,  then  it  cannot  be  measured. 

If  we  have  no  way  of  knowing  whether  it  works  or  not,  I  question  the 
stewardship  of  putting  money  and  other  resources  into  it. 

If  we  take  this  approach  to  planning  seriously,  then  there  will  be  no  more 
sitting  around  at  Board  and  Committee  meetings  wondering  why  we’re  there 
and  how  soon  can  we  go  home. 

A  final  note  —  this  also  means  study  and  continuing  education  on  the  part  of 
us  ministers  and  lay  persons  who  are  in  roles  of  leadership.  In  this  day  with  the 
challenges  we  face  constantly  —  intellectual,  cultural,  political,  religious  —  we 
have  no  option  but  to  be  the  best  prepared  Christians  we  can  be.  The  demands  of 
Christ  and  the  Church  are  urgent.  The  gospel  needs  to  be  presented  in  a  sane, 
articulate  manner  dictated  by  the  warm  heart . 

— E.F. 


Persons,  Churches  And  Events 


First  Street  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  raised  $42,978  toward  the 
renovation  of  the  151  year  old  historic 
structure  during  a  campaign  started  in, 
May  of  this  year.  Mrs.  Naomi  G.  Pulley 
and  Mrs.  Mae  Francis  Abraham  chaired 
the  building  committee. 

The  Campus  Ministry  Annual  Fall 
Retreat  for  college  students,  sponsored 
by  the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Con¬ 
ference,  was  held  October  26-28.  at  Camp 
Alabama,  Choudrant,  Louisiana.  This 
year’s  theme  was  “Your  Interpersonal 
Style,”  led  by  Dr.  James  D.  Phillips  of 
Tarrant  County  Jr.  College,  Hurst, 
Texas. 

*  *  * 

The  Work  Area  on  Missions  of  Broad- 
moore  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  under  the  leadership  of  Associate 
Minister,  Rev.  Debbie  Drash.  has 
published  a  handbook  entitled  “Partners 
In  Mission.”  The  12  page  booklet  includes 
a  description  of  nearly  40  missions 
projects  that  the  church  is  involved  in  on 
city,  conference,  national  and  inter¬ 
national  levels. 

*  •  * 

Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes,  pastor  of  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
served  with  Bishp  Bennie  Warner  in  the 
Communion  service  for  the  recent  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  of  The 
SC  Jurisdiction  in  Houston.  Dr.  Haynes 
brought  the  message  for  the  occasion. 

Rev.  Elvis  and  Betty  North, 
stewardship  leaders  from  the  Florida 
Conference,  led  the  recent  financial  cam¬ 
paign  at  the  Westlake  United  Methodist 
Church.  Dr.  Ted  Stanley,  the  pastor, 
reports  We  campaign  included  funding  of 
a  multi-purpose  building  and  renovation 
of  existing  facilities. 

*  *  * 

Mark  O.  Heflin,  a  member  of  the 


Springhill  United  Methodist  Church  and 
a  graduate  of  Louisiana  Tech,  has 
recently  joined  the  staff  of  Campus 
Crusade  for  Christ  International. 

Rev.  Jerome  Cain  was  the  preacher  for 
the  12th  Annual  Homecoming  of  the 
Ethel  United  Methodist  Church  on 
October  21.  The  choir  of  Centenary 
College  gave  a  special  concert  to  close 
out  the  afternoon  fellowship,  according 
to  Rev.  Joe  A.  Hoover,  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Ted  Weber  professor  of  Social 
Ethics  at  Candler  School  of  Theology, 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  was  the  special 
lecturer  for  the  Uniting  Campus  Ministry 
at  LSU,  October  14-16.  His  topics  dealt 
with  Christian  political  responsibility 
and  ethical  issues  in  the  political 
campaigns  of  today.  Randy  Nichols  is  the 
Campus  Minister. 

*  *  * 

The  Kenner  Adult  Day  Care  Center, 
housed  in  Kenner’s  United  Methodist 
Church  received  special  honors  on 
September  28,  and  the  Center  Director. 
Linda  Greenwalt,  received  a  plaque  of 
appreciation.  City,  state  and  parish 
officials  celebrated  National  Adult  Day 
Care  Center  Week  along  with  the  staff 
and  clients,  according  to  Rev.  Robert 
Miller,  a  member  of  the  Board  and 
pastor  of  the  Kenner  UM  Church. 

October  was  “Bicentennial  Month"  at 
Noel  Memorial  UM  Church,  Shreveport 
Among  the  special  events  were:  the 
Centenary  College  Choir  concert ;  a  "Top 
Secret  Visitor”  from  the  past;  Dr.  Jolly 
Harper's  interest  groups  on  "Methodism 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference”:  "Stories 
of  American  Methodism”  by  Dr.  Don 
Elmer;  "Susanna  Wesley"  by  Mrs. 
Suzanne  Elmer;  and  presentation  of 
"Strangely  Warmed”  by  the  Centenary 
College  Players.  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch.  Jr.  is 
the  pastor. 


The  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  after  meeting  with  Ted 
McEachern,  voted  unanimously  to 
recommend  that  his  services  be 
engaged. 

Dr.  Branton’s  first  proposal  included 
the  following  Goal  Statement . 

“By  the  end  of  the  1984-1988 
quadrennium,  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
in  a  program  coordinated  by  its  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  will  have  instituted  a 
Local  Church  Revitalization  Program,  in 
consultation  with  ACTS  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Ted  McEachern  of  Nashville,  Tenn.  " 

The  courses  of  action  toward  achieving 
this  goal,  according  to  Dr.  Branton,  are 
as  follows: 

1  —  By  March  1985,  every  church 
needing  revitalization  will  have  been 
identified  by  Ted  McEachern. 

2  —  In  the  Spring  of  1985,  Ted  will 
present  his  findings  to  a  one-day  meeting 
with  a  large  group  of  conference  leader¬ 
ship  called  together  for  that  purpose. 

3  —  Following  this  meeting,  a  District 
Revitalization  Task  Force  will  be  formed 
in  each  district  as  a  task  force  of  the 
District  Council  on  Ministries 

4  —  Among  the  duties  of  the  Task 
Force  will  be  to.  Help  churches  gain 
understanding  of  their  communities  and 
use  the  insights  and  methodologies  of 
ACTS  for  new  opportunities  for  ministry 
Also,  to  provide  ongoing  Support  Groups 
for  leadership  in  these  churches,  and 
bring  in  the  Conference  staff  and  others 
to  help  with  planning  and  im¬ 
plementation. 

The  second  proposal  presented  stated . 

“By  the  end  of  the  1984-1988 
quadrennium,  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
in  a  program  coordinated  with  its 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  will  have 
further  perfected  its  plan  of  site  selection 


for  new  churches  in  consultation  with 
ACTS  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ted  McEachern 
of  Nashville,  Tenn.” 

The  stated  courses  of  action  for  this 
goal  include: 

1  —  By  March,  1985  the  highest  priority 
areas  for  new  churches  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  in  the  next  fifteen  years 
(until  2000  A.D. )  will  be  identified  in  the 
study  of  US  Census  data  by  Ted 
McEachern  of  ACTS. 

2  —  Ted  will  present  these  findings  at 
the  same  one-day  meeting  in  the  Spring 
of  1985  to  the  same  group  noted  in 
proposal  number  one. 

3  —  Following  this  meeting  a  District 
Task  Force  on  New  Church  Sites  will  be 
organized  in  each  district  under  the 
District  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

4  —  Some  of  the  duties  of  the  New  Sites 
Task  Force  will  include:  The  identifi¬ 
cation  of  sites  for  possible  purchase, 
after  review  of  studies  and  data;  they 
will  participate  in  the  purchase 
procedures  with  the  District 
Superintendent  and  the  District  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  they  are  to  con¬ 
tinually  update  evaluation  of  purchased 
properties  and  make  specific  recom¬ 
mendations  for  starting  the  new 
churches. 

The  total  cost  of  this  service  designed 
to  help  us  make  best  use  of  our  revitali¬ 
zation  and  church  extension  money  is 
$17,400  plus  travel  expenses.  Total  costs, 
including  travel,  are  estimated  at  no 
more  than  $19,000.  It  is  suggested  that 
since  the  Revitalization  program  would 
be  the  primary  beneficiary,  that  the 
costs  of  the  relationship  with  ACTS  be 
taken  out  of  revitalization  funds  ($500,000 
income  is  anticipated  from  the  asking 
over  the  5-year  period,  if  askings  are 
paid  in  full.) 


Victims  of  Crime  Workshop  To  Be  Held 


The  Board  of  Church  and  Society  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is 
sponsoring  a  workshop  for  ministers  and 
others  who  counsel  with  persons  who 
have  been  victimized  by  crime.  This 
workshop  will  be  held  in  Baton  Rouge  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  on 
December  1st,  from  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 
There  will  be  a  $5.00  charge  which  will 
help  defray  some  expenses,  and  will 
cover  the  cost  of  a  lunch  which  will  be 
provided  by  the  Church. 


This  workshop  will  be  led  by  a  group  of 
concerned  clergy  who  have  organized  a 
Ministry  to  Victims  of  Crime  Program  in 
New  Orleans  One  of  the  goals  will  be  to 
establish  a  similar  organization  in  Baton 
Rouge.  The  persons  who  will  be  leading 
this  workshop  have  spent  much  time  and 
effort  in  developing  this  presentation. 
For  more  information,  please  conlact 
Rev.  Mickey  Stringfield,  2221  Filmore 
Avenue,  1-504-282-3913,  or  Rev.  Elwood 
Fleming  at  the  Conference  Office. 


International  Lesson  Series 


Getting  Ready  for  The  Lord’s  Return 


By  ALBERT  TR1CKETT 

I  Thessalonians  5: 1-23 

A  really  big  question  was  in  the  minds 
and  hearts  of  the  early  Christians.  Paul 
found  this  to  be  the  case  in  Thessalonica 
and  dealt  with  the  query  on  his  letter  to 
the  people  there. 

In  the  scripture  for  today  we  find  Paul 
responding  to  this  question:  When  was 
Jesus  going  to  return9  After  all,  he  had 
promised  to  return.  Now,  when  was  he 
going  to  fulfil  his  promise?  Accompany¬ 
ing  this  basic  question  were  these:  What 
were  Christians  supposed  to  do  in  the 
interim?  How  were  they  to  prepare  for 
this  tremendous  event? 

Paul  was  very  concerned  with  the 
varied  attitudes  of  the  people  who 
seemed  more  intent  on  speculating  on 
when  Christ  would  return  than  on  how 
they  should  live  in  anticipation  of  His 
coming.  In  our  scripture  for  today  Paul 
tells  the  people  that,  if  they  have 
accepted  Christ  as  Savior  and  believe  in 
Him,  they  are  no  longer  living  in 
darkness  but  are  “sons  of  light  and  sons 
of  the  day”  of  the  Lord.  Therefore,  they 
must  remain  mentally  alert,  on  their 
guard,  and  calm.  Further,  they  must  live 
temperately,  avoiding  excesses  of  all 
kinds.  He  likens  them  to  Christian 
soldiers  and  tells  them  that  they  are  to  be 
armed  not  with  swords  or  spears  but  with 


faith,  love  and  hope  II  they  persist  in  the 
faith,  the  people  who  believe  will  receive 
salvation  as  a  result  of  victory  over  evil 
and  death.  ( verses  4-8 ) 

Paul  calls  to  the  attention  of  the 
faithful  leaders  three  different  kinds  of 
problem  people:  the  idlers  (who  had  quit 
work  because  they  saw  no  need  to  work 
—  the  Lord  was  coming  immediately), 
the  fainthearted  (who  had  lost  loved  ones 
and  were  totally  debilitated  by  grief  and 
sadness)  and  the  weak  (in  a  way  the 
worst  group,  for  these  were  constantly- 
tempted  to  return  to  pagan  practices). 
Paul  tells  them  to  follow  the  way  of 
helpfulness  to  others,  doing  good  not  only 
to  fellow  Christians  but  to  all  people, 
(verses  14-15) 

Paul  gives  fifteen  imperatives  in 
verses  16-20  and  then  concludes  with  a 
reminder  that  all  strength  is  from  God  — 
the  God  of  peace.  He  prays,  "may  your 
spirit  and  soul  and  body  be  kept  sound 
and  blameless  at  (until)  the  coming  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

Essentially,  this  scripture  lesson  tells 
us  to  stop  worrying  about  the  time  of  the 
coming  of  Christ,  whether  it  be  centuries 
away  or  next  week  Rather  we  should  be 
prepared  for  His  coming  whenever  that 
may  be.  And  that  means  living  according 
to  His  teaching  and  example  in  this  day. 
in  this  time  —  every  day  and  in  every 
situation. 


Bishop  Underwood’s  Preaching  Schedule 

November  18  —  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  Founder's 
Day. 

December  2  -  Maplewood  United  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles  District 
Decembers  -  Amite  United  Methodist  Church.  B.R.-Hammond  District 


Death 


Mrs.  Annie  Mae  Pelichel  Willis,  of 
12387  Leonidas.  Baton  Rouge,  died  on 
October  30.  Mrs.  Willis  was  I  he  wife  of 
the  late  Rev.  Henry  Willis,  who  died  in 
March  of  1982.  He  had  served  at  19 
appointments  within  the  Methodist 


churches,  and  had  retired  in  July  of  1974 
from  Hartzell  Shilon  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Mrs.  Willis  is  survived  by  her  children; 
Edward,  Marylyn,  Marsha,  Judy.  Billy 
and  Jayne  Marie  Willis. 
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A  needed  commentary  on  the  church 


for  Bishop  James 


Three  cheers 
Crumley. 

The  Lutheran  Church  in  America's  top 
official  recently  uttered  some  thoughts 
rarely  heard  from  denominational  bu¬ 
reaucrats.  Bishop  Crumley  told  a  group 
within  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
that  official  '  dialogues"  between  lenders 
of  different  denominations  have  little  ef¬ 
fect  on  ordinary  Christians. 

"I  am  concerned  that  (theological  dia- 
.loguesi  will  never  affect  the  lives  of  our 
congregations."  Bishop  Crumlev  told 
members  of  the  NCCs  Faith  and' Order 
Commission.  Church  professionals 
should  not  be  "engaged  in  theological 
dialogue"  merely  for  its  own  sake,  he 
-  said,  "no  matter  how  much  we  enjoy  it." 
Rather,  such  talks  should  produce  mean¬ 
ingful  consequences  at  the  local  church 
level. 

We  heartily  agree.  The  typical  local 
.  church  member  is  probably  more  open  to 
'  ecumenical  cooperation  today  than  at 
I  any  time  in  the  past.  That  same  typical 
I  member,  however,  probably  is  aware  of 
1  little  or  no  direct  benefit  from  years  of 
I  formal  "dialogues"  and  "consultations" 

1  among  denominational  leaders  to  pro¬ 


mote  Christian  unity. 

Many  other  causes  promoted  by  na¬ 
tional  church  agencies  similarly  are  per¬ 


ceived  as  having  scant  relationship  to  the 
faith  and  life  of  Christians  at  the  church's 
"grassroots"  level  That  is  tragic  be¬ 
cause  the  church’s  mission  is  necessarily 
worldwide  as  well  as  local  in  its  scope. 

We  don’t  see  Bishop  Crumley’s  com¬ 
ments  as  a  put-down  of  ecumenical  dis¬ 
cussion  and  cooperation  so  much  as  a 
commentary  on  our  need  as  Christians  to 
communicate  more  adequately  with  one 
another  regarding  the  different  levels  of 
the  church’s  work. 

We  doubt  that  indifferent  or  negative 
perceptions  of  official  church  structures 
would  develop  so  frequently  if  more 
church  leaders  took  the  concerns  Bishop 
Crumley  has  expressed  to  heart.  The 
needs  and  interests  of  church  members 
at  the  local  level  should  be  a  central 
consideration  in  all  the  church's 
cooperative  efforts  —  whether 
ecumenical  or  denominational. 

Those  involved  in  planning  or  promot¬ 
ing  such  efforts  would  be  well-advised  to 
ask:  “Is  this  activity  likely  to  have  a 
positive,  uplifting  and/or  edifying  effect 
on  local  congregations  and  on  individuals 
seeking  to  respond  faithfully  to  the  call  of 
Christ?"  Each  time  we  are  able  to  an¬ 
swer  "yes"  to  that  question,  the  whole 
Body  of  Christ  —  locally,  nationally  and 
worldwide  —  is  strengthened. 
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BY  THE  RULES... 


Here  I  Stand 


NOVEMBER  16.  1984 


We  Christians  are  ‘global  family 


ANP  RESPECTING 
AMP  APPRECIATING 
THE  VJCRTM  Of 
OTHERS 


By  RONALD  THOMAS 

For  all  persons  who  go  by  the  name  of 
Christ  the  way  in  which  the  word  family 
is  defined  takes  on  critical  importance. 

I  am  speaking  now  about  how  we  re¬ 
gard  the  universal  family  of  Christ.  For 
Christians,  the  church  is  the  incarnation 
of  Christ  s  holy  spirit  and  the  avenue  of 
grace  to  all  persons.  But  surely  these 
things  are  common  knowledge,  so  why 
even  bring  them  up?  I  do  so  because  of  a 
recent  moving  experience  in  East  Ger¬ 
many. 

To  convey  the  sense  of  my  experience, 
I  will  use  a  common  analogy.  We  often 
regard  lightly  the  effects  of  natural  and 
manmade  disasters  on  people  far  from 
us  as  we  observe  these  happenings  on  our 
TV  screens  —  until  the  scenes  are  broad¬ 
cast  to  an  area  where  we  have  relatives 
and  friends.  Then  the  concern  becomes 
much  more  concrete.  Telephone  calls  and 
the  gatherings  of  information  become 
paramount.  We  manifest  our  concern 
openly  with  the  cry,  ‘  ‘  I  have  family  there!” 

By  contrast,  how  often  we  ignore  the 
pain  of  the  world  when  we  forget  that 
there  are  Christian  brothers  and  sisters 
involved  in  it.  While  we  stare  idly  and 
say,  “What  a  pity,”  we  should  stand  star¬ 
tled  and  cry,  "I  have  family  there! " 

In  light  of  that,  we  would  consider  mor- 


,  Letters  to  the  Editor 

Afghan  articles  should  stimulate  concern 


;  To  the  Editor: 

»  Congratulations  to  the  United  Meth- 
f  odist  Reporter  for  publishing  the  three 
articles  and  related  editorial  describing 
the  help  being  given  to  Afghan  refugees 
in  Pakistan  by  the  Inter-Church  Aid 
Committee  (see  UMR,  Oct.  12  and  Oct 
26). 

Last  June  I  introduced  the  following 
motion  at  my  annual  conference:  "That 
this  conference  recognize  with  great  con¬ 
cern  the  plight  of  the  Afghan  people  at 
the  hands  of  the  Soviet  invaders.  That 
this  conference  urge  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  send  immediate  aid  in 
the  form  of  food  to  prevent  a  famine  and 
such  other  supplies  as  the  Afghan  people 
would  need  in  defense  of  their  country  .  ” 

By  way  of  introduction  I  read  some  sa¬ 
lient  points  from  a  newspaper  column 
stressing  the  parallel  induced  famine  by 
the  Soviets  in  the  Ukraine  in  1932-33  when 
5  to  7  million  people  were  starved  to 
death.  The  article  also  contained  refer¬ 
ences  to  toy  bombs  dropped  with  the  in¬ 
tention  of  maiming  children  who  might 
pick  them  up. 

Regrettably,  the  annual  conference 
Tooted  not  to  consider  the  motion  or  de¬ 
bate  it.  Perhaps  most  delegates  were  un¬ 
aware  of  the  location  of  Afghanistan  and 
the  terrible  conditions  there.  Your  arti¬ 
cles,  editorial  and  map  of  the  area  will 
serve  a  good  purpose  in  stimulating  more 
concern  for  these  very  oppressed  people. 

Ernest  Robertson 
Tracy,  California 

How  can  we  aid 
Afghan  refugees? 

To  the  Editor: 

Roy  Beck’s  October  12  article  head¬ 
lined  “Church  takes  risk  to  aid  anti-So 
viet  Afghan  civilians”  was  objective  and 
well-written.  A  portion  of  it  concerned  fi¬ 
nancial  needs  of  the  Afghans,  medical 
aid  and  other  aid  programs  for  them  and 
for  the  Afghan  freedom  fighers. 

I  am  interested  in  giving  some  finan¬ 
cial  help  to  these  people.  Please  advise  if 
any  agency  of  the  United  Methodist 
.  Church  is  providing  help  to  the  Afghans. 

.  If  no  Methodist  agency  is  aiding  them, 
please  advise  me  of  any  agency  that  is, 
and  send  me  their  address  so  that  I  may 
make  a  contribution. 

Glenn  H.  Coffey 
Lafavette.  Louisiana 
. ,  EDITOR’S  NOTE :  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief  has  established  a 
program  to  assist  Afghan  refugees  on  the 
Pakistan  border.  Contributions  to  that 
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program  may  be  made  to  Afghan  Relief 
=  232305,  c/o  UMCOR,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115. 

View  of  abortion 
as  ‘selfish’  challenged 

To  the  Editor: 

We  are  writing  in  response  to  Diane 
Clevenger’s  Oct.  19  article  headlined: 
"Adoption  a  better  ‘option.’  ”  Ms.  Clev¬ 
enger  indicates  that  giving  her  child  up 
for  adoption  is  a  decision  that  she  has 
“always  felt  right  about.”  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  our  counseling  experience  indi¬ 
cates  that  persons  who  are  faced  with  un¬ 
planned  or  unwanted  pregnancies  usu¬ 
ally  feel  less  than  comfortable  with  any 
of  the  options  that  are  open  to  them . 

Ms.  Clevenger  goes  on  to  indicate  that 
“abortion  is  a  selfish  solution."  Re¬ 
cently,  we  were  asked  to  help  fund  an 
abortion  for  an  11-year  old  child  who  was 
12  weeks  pregnant.  As  it  turned  out,  she 
had  a  life  threatening  condition  that  was 
detected  when  she  went  for  her  termina¬ 
tion  of  pregnancy.  We  have  a  hard  time 
defining  the  option  chosen  by  this  family 
as  “selfish.” 

Having  read  Ms.  Clevenger’s  article, 
we  came  away  with  two  thoughts.  First, 
while  her  choice  may  have  been  best  for 
her,  it  is  clearly  not  best  for  many  others. 
Second,  the  problems  related  to  un¬ 
wanted  and/or  unplanned  pregnancies 
continue  to  persuade  us  that  local 
churches  should  support  such  family 
planning  agencies  as  Planned  Parenthood. 

Roberts.  Zimmerman 
and  AlanS.  Brown 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania 

Korean  study  book 
seen  as  grossly  unfair 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  feature  article  on  the  controversy 
over  “Fire  Beneath  the  Frost”  is  a  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  entire  church  (see  UMR.  Oct. 
5).  As  one  familiar  with  our  churches  in 
South  Korea,  I  am  deeply  troubled  by  the 
highly  biased  study  material  published 
by  Friendship  Press  which  ignores  the 
many  positive  aspects  of  church  life 
there. 

South  Korea  has  the  most  vigorously 
growing  church  in  Asia  and  God  seems  to 
be  using  it  as  a  springboard  for  missions 
throughout  the  Far  East  except  for 
Japan.  To  ignore  this  in  mission  ma¬ 
terials  is  strange  indeed.  But  even  more 
critical  is  the  harsh  criticism  of  a  church 
community  whose  vitality  in  many  ways 
puts  our  own  to  shame.  To  characterize 
the  intense  spirituality  and  fervent 
prayer  of  these  people  as  the  author  does 
<P  18)  as  “confining  God  to  a  sacred  Sun¬ 
day  in  ‘time’  and  to  be  a  transcendental 
other  world  in  ‘space’  where  God  is 


forced  to  rest  during  the  week  days,”  re¬ 
flects  a  rigid  ideology  that  is  untroubled 
by  simple  fairness  to  by  far  the  greatest 
number  of  Korean  Christians.  Can  God 
only  work  according  to  the  author’s  bias? 

Written  in  the  name  of  “reality”  the 
study  material  simply  ignores  many  of 
the  realities  in  Korea  today.  The  ap¬ 
parent  complete  obliteration  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  community  in  North  Korea  is  never 
mentioned,  and  the  trauma  occasioned  in 
South  Korea  by  the  communist  assaults 
from  1950-1953  are  barely  noticed.  The 
defense  of  South  Korea  by  the  United 
States,  a  matter  of  deep  gratitude  for  the 
South  Koreans,  is  discussed  as  “imperi¬ 
alism”  in  language  that  could  have  been 
written  by  Pravda. 

That  is  not  strange.  The  "Minjung  the¬ 
ology”  espoused  in  the  book  is  an  Asian 
form  of  the  Marxist  doctrine  of  class 
struggle.  While  this,  of  course,  does  not 
invalidate  the  point  of  view,  it  goes  far  to 
explain  the  nervousness  of  the  South  Ko¬ 
rean  government  toward  it,  and  also  the 
highly  slanted  bias  of  the  material  which 
characteristically  tries  to  force  history 
into  narrow  ideological  rigidities. 

The  United  Methodist  women  who  will 
use  the  study  book  have  a  right  to  expect 
objective  material  from  Friendship 
Press,  not  a  tract  designed  to  create  po¬ 
litical  pressures  overseas.  The  editor  ac¬ 
cuses  the  United  States  of  meddling  in 
South  Korea.  I  would  suggest  that  she 
step  down  from  her  soapbox  and  look  in 
the  mirror!  Charles  A.  Sayre 

Haddonfield,  New  Jersey 

Appreciation  expressed 

for  Bishop  Ledden 

To  the  Editor: 

The  item  in  the  Nov.  2  Reporter  con¬ 
cerning  the  death  of  Bishop  Earl  Ledden 
brought  to  mind  a  special  evening  during 
General  Conference  in  Baltimore. 

Due  to  a  gift  given  by  the  bishop  in 
memory  of  his  late  wife,  a  choral  and 
symphonic  work  honoring  Methodism’s 
200th  birthday  was  commissioned. 

And  on  the  night  of  its  performance  at 
the  beautiful  Meyerhoff  Symphony  Hall, 
many  hearts  were  surely  warmed  as 
mine  was  by  the  Baltimore  Symphony 
and  the  Washington  D.C.  Choral  Society 
with  soloist  Jo  Ann  Pickens. 

The  program  of  classical  music  and 
the  premiere  performance  of  Norman 
Scribner’s  Bicentennial  work,  “Love  Di¬ 
vine”  was  outstanding.  The  tension  I  of¬ 
ten  had  felt  as  a-  first-time  delegate 
seemed  to  fall  away,  leaving  a  renewed 
spirit  for  the  days  ahead. 

Later  that  evening  as  I  waited  at  the 
hotel  elevator,  it  was  my  privilege  to 
shake  the  hand  of  the  very  frail,  but  ani-' 
mated  and  obviously  happy  Bishop  Led- 

My  Witness 


den,  and  thank  him  for  his  part  in  making 
possible  a  rare  and  lovely  experience. 

Much  commendation  is  due  the  whole 
Baltimore  area,  under  the  leadership  of 
Bishop  Frederick  Wertz,  for  the  cour¬ 
tesies  and  conveniences  afforded  us 
throughout  the  Conference. 

Barbara  Driver 
Quenemo.  Kansas 

Inconsistency  of  UM 
leaders  noted,  chastised 

To  the  Editor: 

An  October  25th  New  York  Times  News 
Service  release  quoted  the  prelate. 
Bishop  Pablo  Antonio  Vega,  who  heads 
Nicaragua’s  Conference  of  Bishops,  as 
saying  Sandinista  ideology  “promotes 
and  institutionalizes  violence”  and  seeks 
to  implant  “systems  that  the  people  have 
not  accepted  or  chosen.  " 

Also,  the  Archbishop  of  Managua  led  a 
protest  march  last  year  which  led  to  the 
expulsion  of  four  priests  from  Spain,  one 
from  Canada,  two  from  Costa  Rica,  two 
from  Italy,  and  one  from  Panama.  This 
is  from  a  July  10,  1983,  Times  Wire  Ser¬ 
vice  release. 

I’ve  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
and  United  Methodist  Church  for  39 
years  and  feel  I  should  be  allowed  a  criti¬ 
cism.  Why  have  1  heard  so  much  from 
United  Methodist  leaders  against  U.S. 
policy,  but  when  solid  evidence  of  com¬ 
munist  supported  atrocious  acts  surface 
they  say  little  if  anything?  If  our  leaders 
support  morality,  I  feel  they  should  prac¬ 
tice  it  and  stop  their  automatic  support  of 
our  enemies.  The  U.S.  is  not  all  bad. 

Clinton  Grant 
Rossville,  Georgia 

Another  ‘wailing 

wall’  called  for 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  Stephen  Swecker’s  col¬ 
umn  headlined  ‘‘Reflections  on  a  visit  to 
America’s  ‘wailing  wall’  my  heart  was 
heavy  (see  UMR,  Oct.  26).  The  “heavi¬ 
ness”  was  not  just  for  the  58,000  young 
men  who  died  in  the  Vietnam  conflict, 
but  also  for  the  more  than  1.5  million 
babies  killed  by  abortion  in  America 
each  year.  They  have  no  memorial. 

I  also  ask  what  might  they  have  done 
had  they  lived?  What  contributions  to  the 
world  might  they  have  made?  Or  their 
children,  or  grandchildren?  We  will 
never  know. 

We  deplore  the  death  squads  in  Central 
America  but  approve  the  death  clinics  in 
the  United  States.  Have  our  hearts  be¬ 
come  so  hardened  that  we  are  immune  to 
these  killings?  I  pray  that  we  work  to¬ 
ward  correcting  this  national  evil. 

Katherine  E.  Lasse  ter 
Walnut  Creek,  California 


Lessons  we  learn  from  British  Methodism 


By  DWIGHT  SULLIVAN 

On  a  recent  pastoral  exchange  ar¬ 
ranged  through  the  World  Methodist 
Council.  I  visited  Chandler's  Ford,  Eng¬ 
land,  where  I  saw  English  Methodism 
firsthand. 

I  was  struck  by  how  British  Methodism 
more  closely  seems  to  approximate  John 
Wesley’s  than  ours.  For  example,  they 
have  no  bishops!  And  they  still  employ 
the  circuit  system.  England  and  Scotland 
are  divided  into  32  districts,  which  in 
turn  are  subdivided  into  a  total  of  697  cir¬ 
cuits.  Each  circuit  is  composed  of  many 
churches  which  are  served  by  several  or¬ 
dained  ministers  working  together. 

For  example  the  Eastleigh  Circuit  that 
I  served,  a  comparatively  small  one, 
comprises  four  churches  staffed  by  two 
full-time  pastors.  Since  there  are  7,659 
churches  and  2,000  ministers,  thev  use 


“local  preachers”  extensively  just  like 
John  Wesley  did.  These  “local  preach¬ 
ers”  conduct  services  both  on  Sunday 
mornings  and  evenings  for  the  congrega¬ 
tions  that  the  full-time  ministers  can't 
cover  that  week. 

Besides  circuits  and  local  preachers, 
Methodism  in  England  encourages 
housegroup  meetings,  a  vestige  of  early 
Methodism’s  band,  class  and  society 
meetings.  At  the  housegroups,  they  still 
issue  tickets  of  membership,  just  like 
John  Wesley  did! 

While  their  form  is  different  from  ours 
in  the  U.S. A.,  their  membership  trends 
are  not.  From  a  past  high  of  over 
1,000,000,  they  have  declined  to  a  present 
458,600,  a  sag  akin  to  our  national  drop 
from  11  million  to  9.3  million  in  15  years. 

While  the  English  Methodist  Church 


may  have  the  form  of  early  Methodism. 

Welcome  to  new  readers  of  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new  news  with  annual  conference  and  general 


readers  approximately  100  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  St.  Paul's  UMC  in  Denver, 
Colorado  (Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Con¬ 
ference),  280  member-families  of  the  Col¬ 
lege  UMC  in  Ventura,  California  (Pacific 
and  Southwest  Annual  Conference)  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  200  member-families  of  the  Bear 
Creek  UMC  in  Houston,  Texas  (Texas  An¬ 
nual  Conference)  who  began  receiving  the 
Reporter  with  a  previous  issue. 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 


religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Denver,  Houston 
and  Ventura  we  say  "Welcome."  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  new  church  paper 
interesting  and  informative,  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as  "Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 


"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Dwight  Sullivan,  is  the  pastor  of  the  Trin¬ 
ity  UMC  in  Bisbee,  Arizona  (Pacific 
Southwest  Conference ). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to  "My 
Witness,"  the  United  Methodist  Re 
porter.  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas 
75266-0275. _ 

other  Christian  groups  appear  to  come 
closer  to  its  spirit.  The  charismatic  house 
fellowships  in  England  are  spreading 
like  wildfire!  Thousands  of  persons  are 
coming  to  know  Christ  for  the  first  time 
through  them. 

They  appear  to  be  “Wesleyan”  be¬ 
cause  they:  ( 1)  unashamedly  lift  up 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God;  (2)  take  the 
Bible  seriously  as  the  Word  of  God; 
(3)  emphasize  personal  experience  or 
conversion;  (4)  combine  morality  with 
religion;  and  (5)  are  open  to  the  leading 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  for  direction  and  for 
growth.  Their  spirit  and  teachings  are 
much  like  Wesley’s  of  being  “born 
anew,”  of  justification  and  sanctification 
by  faith,  assurance,  holiness  and  the 
inner  witness  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Can  we  not  learn  much  about  church 
growth  by  looking  anew  at  the  spirit  and 
teachings  of  early  Methodism?  Is  there 
not  much  that  we  might  learn  from 
England? 


bid  and  disturbed  one  who  wished  calam¬ 
ity  and  destruction  upon  his  or  her  own 
family  members  in  another  place.  Yet 
that  is  precisely  the  disturbing  and  dupli- 
“lcitous  behavior  in 
which  many  Chris¬ 
tians  become  in¬ 
volved.  That  is,  in  the 
face  of  endless  plan¬ 
ning  for  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  communist 
I  bloc  countries,  Chris¬ 
tians  have  failed  to 

_ (stand  and  declare 

Ronald  Thomas  boldly  that  in  those 
countries  live  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
Christians  —  members  of  our  "family” 
—  whose  lives  we  will  not  surrender  to 
the  myopia  of  the  military  strategists 
and  the  nuclear  politicians. 

As  a  United  Methodist  from  the  United 
States,  I  was  astounded  to  find  Methodists 
in  East  Germany,  especially  in  East  Ber¬ 
lin.  They  carry  on  the  Good  News  with  a 
valor  and  determination  that  one  rarely 
finds  in  the  satisfied  churches  of  the  West. 

I  caught  firsthand  glimpses  of  the  vi¬ 
tality  of  the  church  in  East  Berlin  by  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  small  but  lively  congre¬ 
gations  and  also  in  a  very  moving  youth 
conference  near  Potsdam,  attended  by 
youth  from  as  far  away  as  Dresden  and 
Leipzig.  Mrs.  Guenther  Hering,  the  wife 
of  the  district  superintendent  of  the  area, 
showed  me  maps  and  charts  of  Methodist 
growth  and  expansion  within  East  Ger¬ 
many,  all  of  which  convinced  me  of  the 
vitality  of  East  German  Methodism. 

From  my  experiences  in  East  Ger¬ 
many,  I  have  come  to  the  realization  that 
when  we  talk  of  war  with  and  destruction 
of  anyone,  we  are  also  likely  to  be  talking 
about  Christian  lives.  Who  are  the 
enemies?  Surely  not  the  people  of  other 
lands.  These  people  may  be  members  of 
our  own  family,  the  family  of  Christ. 
About  whom  are  we  thinking  when  we 
talk  of  "military  superiority,”  as  if  we 
were  going  to  act  against  nameless,  face- 


This  week's  contributors  are  Ronald 

Thomas,  a  member  of  Christ  UMC  in 
Memphis,  Tennessee  (Memphis  Confer¬ 
ence)  and  a  student  at  Candler  School  of 
Theology.  Emory  University  in  Atlanta; 
and  the  Rev.  Howard  L.  Stimmel,  who 
lives  in  Greenfield,  Massachusetts  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Troy  Conference. 

less  people  totally  unrelated  to  us?  More 
important  perhaps,  whose  destruction 
are  we  plotting  when  we  appropriate  new 
funds  for  nuclear  arsenals? 

What  Christian  who  thinks  with  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  Christ  could  openly  support 
the  manufacture  and  preparation  of  nu¬ 
clear  weapons  for  the  purposes  of  war 
and  killing,  which  are  their  only  uses? 
Would  not  that  person  be  the  morbid  one 
of  whom  we  spoke  earlier,  wishing  doom 
upon  kindred  folk?  When  I  hear  talk  of  a 
rash  and  dubiously  inspired  nature,  I  re¬ 
member  my  friends  in  East  Germany 
who  live  a  courageous  Gospel. 

We  who  are  Christ’s  are  different  in 
that  we  cannot  think  in  the  broad  gen¬ 
eralities  that  the  world  delivers  to  us.  We 
think  on  the  value  and  sacredness  of  the 
individual  life  to  Christ.  We  think  of 
Christ’s  universal  presence,  Christ's  uni¬ 
versal  love  and  Christ’s  universal 
church.  We  have  no  time  for  ihe  Godless 
grammar  delivered  up  for  our  consump¬ 
tion  by  those  who  would  have  us  believe 
that  peace  is  won  through  ever  greater 
wielding  of  power. 

We  should  remember  Christ's  admoni¬ 
tion  that  life  is  mutilated  and  eventually 
destroyed  by  endless,  mindless  grasping 
to  preserve  the  false  securities  of  life. 
Christ  demands  more.  We  know  better! 

It  must  be  said  that  we  Christians  are  a 
global  family.  Our  leaders  have  set  the 
prophetic  precedents,  but  it  is  we  who 
must  bring  the  prophet  honor  in  the  na¬ 
tive  land.  For  us  as  Christians,  it  is  im¬ 
perative  that  we  see  East  Germany,  Rus¬ 
sia,  China  and  any  other  place  on  God’s 
earth  as  the  native  land  of  a  universal 
savior,  Christ  Jesus. 


6 The  regiment  is  in  the  mob 9 


By  HOWARD  L.  STIMMEL 

A  pervasive  moral  disease  is  rapidly 
growing  in  American  life.  It  is  the  pas¬ 
sion  to  get  something  for  nothing  or  next 
to  nothing,  and  the  willingness  to  profit 
easily  and  quickly  at  the  expense  of  other 
people.  It  is  a  popular  and  unconcerned 
violation  of  the  tenth  commandment; 
“Thou  shall  not  covet.” 

Manifestations  of  | 
this  spirit  are  found 
in  a  great  variety  of 
places  and  institu¬ 
tions:  flourishing 
gambling  casinos, 
state  lotteries,  £nd 
various  games  ofl 
chance.  The  behav¬ 
ior  pattern  is  that  one 
of  a  few  people  will  Howard  Stimmel 
make  a  large  financial  gain  while  many 
more  people  lose  something,  and  while 
the  agent  who  sponsors  the  game  of  chance 
will  also  easily  reap  financial  gain. 

Now  the  fact  is  that  all  of  us  like  to  get 
something  for  nothing.  It  is  one  expres¬ 
sion  of  that  inordinate  self-interest  which 
some  theologians  identify  as  original  sin. 
It  is  an  impulse  which  every  Christian 
person  needs  to  recognize  in  himself  and 
to  discipline  vigorously. 

It  is  important  that  Christian  churches 
clearly  recognize  this  state  of  affairs  and 
deal  with  it  positively.  In  light  of  the 
menace  to  the  spiritual  health  of  people 
everywhere  which  the  growth  of  this 
moral  disease  represents,  one  would  sup¬ 
pose  that  the  churches  would  stand 
shoulder  to  shoulder  in  opposition  to  it. 

Instead,  what  we  find  is  that  many 
churches  through  the  use  of  bingo  games, 
raffles,  and  other  forms  of  gambling  ac¬ 
tually  are  encouraging  the  spread  of  this 
social  evil  in  our  public  life.  For  a  long 
time  the  people  called  Methodists  have 
been  outspoken  in  their  opposition  to 
such  practices.  Our  Social  Principles 
adopted  by  the  General  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  for  many  years 
have  been  quite  explicit  on  this  subject. 

In  particular,  the  General  Conference 
of  1980  presented  an  enlarged  resolution 
on  this  subject  which  included  these 
words:  “It  is  expected  that  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  abstain  from  the  use  of 
raffles,  lotteries,  Bingo,  door  prizes, 
other  drawing  schemes,  and  games  of 


chance  for  the  purpose  of  gambling  i 
fund  raising.  We  should  refrain  from  all 
forms  of  gambling  practices  carried  on 
in  our  communities  and  should  work  to 
influence  community  organizations  to 
develop  forms  of  funding  which  do  not  de¬ 
pend  upon  gambling  "  (see  “The  Book  of 
Resolutions”). 

In  light  of  these  considerations,  I  find  it 
sad  to  observe  that  in  a  growing  number 
of  communities  some  United  Methodist 
churches,  along  with  churches  of  other 
denominations,  are  openly  conducting  raf¬ 
fles  —  sometimes  on  Sunday  morning  —  as 
a  means  of  raising  money  for  the  church. 

This  situation  often  reminds  me  of  the 
day  in  1835  when  the  young  Wendell  Phil¬ 
lips  saw  a  mob  dragging  the  abolitionist 
William  Lloyd  Garrison  through  the 
streets  of  Boston  with  a  rope  around  him 
while  the  mob  shouted,  “Lynch  him! 
Phillips  saw  Colonel  Park,  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Boston  regiment,  and  hur¬ 
rying  over  to  him  said,  "Colonel,  why 
doesn't  the  Mayor  call  for  the  guns?  This 
is  outrageous.” 

"Why,  you  fool,”  the  Colonel  replied, 
"don’t  you  see  that  the  regiment  is  in  the 
mob?" 

It  is  sad  to  reflect  on  the  fact  that  with 
regard  to  the  spread  of  the  moral  disease 
represented  by  various  gambling  prac¬ 
tices,  once  more  "the  regiment  is  in  the 
mob”  so  far  as  many  churches  are  con¬ 
cerned. 
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CHURCHES  HELPING  TO  BUILD  CHURCHES 

The  Killduff  United  Methodist  Church  of  Newton,  Iowa,  is  one  of 
498  churches  investing  in  the  United  Methodist  Development  Fund. 

Church  members  believe  UMDF  is  a  worthy  investment.  The  sole 
purpose  of  the  fund  is  to  make  low-cost  loans  for  building  and 
renovating  churches.  Growing  congregations  can  then  extend  their 
outreach  and  put  the  Gospel  to  work  in  their  communities. 

Perhaps  your  church  has  money  to  invest.  Is  it  working  to  help 
another  church  build  and  extend  its  ministry  while  earning  9  %  in¬ 
terest  for  your  church?  Please  write  today  for  further  information. 


The  Offering  is  made  by  Prospectus  only, 
limited  to  states  where  the  fund  is  exempt 
or  registered.  Call  or  write  for  a  free 
prospectus  and  further  information. 
(Phone  212-870-3856) 


Ms.  Nova  Langston 

UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  303-P3 
New  York,  NY  10115 

A  videotape  on  the  fund  is  available  for  free 
loan.  Please  write  to  schedule.  Specify  format. 
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Electorate’s  self-indulgence  seen  in  gambling  wins 


By  SI1ER0N  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

The  overwhelming  approval  of  legalized 
gambling  in  four  state  elections  Nov.  6 
was  another  confirmation  that  Americans 
seem  to  be  growing  more  self-indulgent 
and  less  willing  to  shoulder  responsibility 
for  the  social  order,  several  United  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders  told  the  Reporter. 

Intense  United  Methodist  efforts  failed 
to  hold  back  the  wave  of  gambling  sen¬ 
timent,  sweeping  in  lotteries  by  2-1  mar¬ 
gins  in  four  states  —  Missouri,  California, 
Oregon  and  West  Virginia. 

Twenty-one  states  now  sponsor  and  pro¬ 
mote  lotteries. 

Missouri  voters  also  approved  pari¬ 
mutuel  betting. 

The  irony  is  that  the  public  showed  reli¬ 
gious  conservatism  in  votes  for  many 
candidates  but  also  voted  for  gambling, 
wnich  most  Christian  groups  long  have 
opposed,  said  Bishop  William  B.  Grove, 
president  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

“The  massive  approval  of  lotteries 
indicates  that  people  are  reluctant  to  pay 
taxes  for  the  maintenance  of  social  order 
and  that  •  they’d  rather  fall  back  on 
destructive  gambling  funds,”  said  Bish¬ 
op  Grove,  leader  of  United  Methodism’s 
West  Virginia  Area. 

In  effect,  he  indicated,  voters  shifted 
funding  responsibility  onto  the  poor. 

Studies  reveal  that  lotteries  are  not 
supported  by  the  middle  class  who  help 
vote  them  in,  Bishop  Grove  said. 

“Lotteries  prey  on  the  despair  of  poor 
people,”  he  said.  ‘‘Poor  people  are  look¬ 


ing  for  a  miracle  escape  from  their 
economic  prisons,  and  they  see  lotteries 
as  their  chance. 

‘‘Studies  also  reveal  that  compulsive 
gambling  is  on  the  rise.  Now  the  legalized 
gambling  will  contribute  to  this  sickness.  ” 

Churches  outspent 

United  Methodists  gave  far  more  than 
lip  service  to  the  fight  against  gambling. 

But  in  the  end,  few  efforts  seemed  to 
cool  the  nation’s  spreading  gambling 
fever.  United  Methodists  attributed  their 
defeats  to  various  reasons. 

‘‘We  were  overruled  by  the  multi-mil- 
lion-dollar  campaign  of  the  lottery  manu¬ 
facturer,  Scientific  Games  of  Atlanta,” 
said  the  Rev.  Harvey  Chinn,  director  of  a 
California  ecumenical  anti-lottery 
organization. 

The  same  Atlanta-based  game  com¬ 
pany  pumped  at  least  $250,000  into  the  lot¬ 
tery  campaign  in  nearby  Oregon  and 
won,  said  Bishop  Calvin  D.  McConnell  of 
the  Portland  Area. 

United  Methodist  churches  there  were 
distribution  points  for  anti-lottery 
materials,  and  all  of  the  Oregon  United 
Methodist  churches  in  Oregon  printed 
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anti-lottery  information  in  their  bulletins 
and  newsletters.  Bishop  McConnell  said. 

He  suggested  three  possible  reasons 
for  the  lottery’s  passage: 

“There  is  a  growing  philosophy  of  self- 
indulgence  in  this  country,  and  many 
people  want  to  get  rich  quick  through  lot¬ 
teries,  but  they  don’t  think  about  the 
negative  side  effects.  Secondly,  people 
believe  that  gambling  doesn’t  hurt  any¬ 
body.  And  thirdly,  economically  disad¬ 
vantaged  people  in  the  hope  of  improving 
their  situations,  even  though  the  chances 
of  winning  are  slim.” 

Satisfied  with  efforts 

Despite  approval  of  both  a  lottery  and 
pari-mutuel  betting  in  Missouri,  Bishop 
W.  T.  Handy  of  the  Missouri  Area  said  he 
feels  positively  about  United  Methodism’s 
anti-gambling  role. 

“I  believe  the  churches  did  the  most 
they  could,”  he  said.  “It  boils  down  to  the 
fact  that  the  majority  of  voters  want  to 
get  something  for  nothing  through 
gambling.” 

In  West  Virginia  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence’s  communications  council  prepared 
30  copies  of  30-second,  anti-lottery  spots 


and  distributed  them  to  local  churches 
that  bought  time  at  radio  stations 
statewide.  Bishop  Grove  said. 

District  church  rallies  sparked 
interest,  he  said,  and  the  Rev.  Kenneth 
Pyles  of  First  UMC,  South  Charleston. 
W.  Va.,  traveled  the  state  appearing  on 
debate  panels  and  at  political  media 
events  on  the  lottery  issue. 

Bishop  Grove  also  made  television 
appearances  on  behalf  of  the  anti-lottery 
effort. 

Not  all  efforts  met  defeat 

United  Methodists  were  successful  in 
helping  to  prevent  legalized  casino 
gambling  in  Colorado  and  Arkansas. 

“The  ace  up  our  sleeves  was  educating 
the  public  about  the  dangers  of  increased 
gambling,”  said  the  Rev.  Stephan  J.  Si- 
doak,  a  United  Methodist  minister  in 
Denver. 

“Colorado  already  has  lotteries;  we 
don't  want  other  types  of  gambling 
here,”  he  said  speaking  on  behalf  of  the 
three-year-old  ecumenical  anti-lottery 
group  he  represents. 

“This  is  the  second  time  that  we've 
gone  to  battle  against  casinos.  We  had  a 
casino  amendment  removed  from  the 
ballot  two  years  ago  when  we  learned 
that  its  supporters  forged  signatures. 
This  go-round  we  wanted  it  on  the  ballot 
so  we  could  defeat  it  decisively. 

“The  United  Methodist  church  and  the 
Church  of  Christ  were  leaders  in  the  fight 
against  casinos  because  they  were  the 
only  two  churches  in  the  state  to  pass  re¬ 
solutions  against  it.  Their  actions  estab¬ 


‘People  are  reluctant  to  pay  taxes  for 
the  maintenance  of  social  order  and 
would  rather  fall  back  on  gambling 
funds.’ 


lished  the  foundations  for  the  other 
churches  to  become  involved.  ” 

The  victory  over  casinos  in  Arkansas 
was  an  “ecumenical  success.”  said  the 
Rev.  F.  Gladin  Connell,  director  of  the 
Little  Rock  Annual  Conference's  Council 
on  Ministries. 

“United  Methodists  banded  together 
with  other  denominations  here  against 
legislation  that  would  have  established  17 
casinos  in  Hot  Springs,  a  family  resort 
area,"  he  said.  “We  beat  them  nearly  3- 
to-1. 

“About  half  of  the  900  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  states  got  involved  and 
sent  in  contributions. 

“Our  committee  used  television; 
commercials,  newspaper  ads  and  hand¬ 
outs  to  spread  the  message.  We  ex¬ 
plained  that  gambling  in  other  cities  had 
been  detrimental  because  it  attracts  or¬ 
ganized  crime  and  lowers  the  standard  of 
living,”  he  said. 

Further  involvement  advised 

As  advice  to  United  Methodists  living 
in  states  where  gambling  is  legalized. 
Bishop  Grove  offered  these  suggestions: 


“If  the  proceeds  from  the  lotteries 
have  yet  to  be  designated,  suggest  that 
the  funds  be  spent  on  programs  that 
benefit  economically  disadvantaged  per¬ 
sons.  Also  be  on  guard  against  other 
forms  of  gambling  that  may  try  to  come 
into  the  state.” 


Lutherans:  no  rules 
in  Bible  on  gambling 

MOORHEAD,  Minn.  (UMR)  -  While 
While  United  Methodist  leaders  in 
many  annual  conferences  worked  vig¬ 
orously  to  defeat  gambling  proposals 
in  their  states,  the  12th  general  con¬ 
vention  of  the  American  Lutheran 
Church  here  took  a  different  stand. 

The  convention’s  statement  asserts 
that  there  are  no  biblical  or 
theological  grounds  for  prohibiting 
gambling.  It  adds  that  people  in¬ 
volved  in  gambling  should  ‘carefully 
examine  their  own  motivation  for 
engaging  in  such  activities.  ” 


FORT  WORTH,  TEXAS  —  The  Rev.  Ed  Otwell  displays  his  bronzed  wood 
carving  of  Francis  Asbury.  Inspired  by  Methodism’s  Bicentennial,  Mr. 
Otwell  carved  the  artwork  to  capture  a  moment  of  bravery  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  history. 

Artist/ minister  carves 
niche  in  Bicentennial 


Help  wanted 

Teachers,  doctors,  nurses  high  on  Board  of  Global  Ministries  list 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Fort  Worth,  Texas  —  The  Rev.  Ed  Ot¬ 
well  has  carved  a  niche  for  himself  in 
United  Methodism’s  Bicentennial  ob¬ 
servance. 

For  the  past  15  years,  the  professional 
wood  carver  and  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  has  carved 
life-like  statuettes  of  shore  birds  and 
song  birds.  Some  have  won  blue  ribbons 
and  awards. 

Inspired  by  the  bravery  of  Method¬ 
ism’s  historical  leaders  during  this  Bi¬ 
centennial  year,  Mr.  Otwell  ventured 
away  from  bird  carvings  and  produced  a 
wooden  sculpture  of  Francis  Asbury, 
American  Methodism’s  first  bishop. 

“I  wanted  to  carve  something  special 
for  the  Bicentennial  said  Mr.  Otwell,  58, 
executive  director  of  church  growth  and 
development  for  the  Central  Texas 
Annual  Conference.  “Consequently.  I 
devoted  hours  in  researching  Asbury.  In 
museums  and  books,  I  found  models  for 

First  Presbyteries 
merge  in  St.  Louis 

ST.  LOUIS  IPCNS)  -  More  lhan  3,500 
persons  celebrated  the  union  of  two  pres¬ 
byteries  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A. )  at  Kiel  Opera  House  —  the  first 
junion  of  two  local  governing  bodies  of  the 
denominations  which  reunited  in  1983. 

The  new  presbytery,  which  includes 
117  churches,  is  called  Giddings-Lovejoy 
Presbytery  in  honor  of  two  19th-century 
Presbyterian  ministers  from  the  area. 


Asbury’s  clothing  and  saddle. 

“I  also  was  able  to  get  a  general  idea  of 
what  the  land  he  covered  was  like.  The 
horse  he  probably  rode  was  a  Morgan, 
because  the  Morgan  breed  is  known  for 
its  stamina,"  he  added. 

While  reading  several  books  written 
for  the  Bicentennial,  Mr.  Otwell  was 
fascinated  by  one  particular  account  of 
Mr.  Asbury’s  travels  across  the  frontier, 
and  decided  to  use  the  account  as  the 
basis  of  the  carving. 

Recalling  that  scene.  Mr.  Otwell 
explained  that  the  carving  depicts  Mr. 
Asbury  as  he  traveled  with  a  group  of 
companions:  “The  party  reaches  a 
canyon  that  appears  impassable,”  Mr. 
recalls  the  scene  in  the  Cumberland  Gap 
near  Crump,  Md.  “At  that  moment, 
Asbury  dismounts  and  stands  on  the  rim 
of  the  canyon  with  the  bridle  reins  of  his 
horse  in  his  hands,  surveying  the 
possibilities. 

“One  young  companion  suggests  the 
party  turn  back.  ‘No,’  Asbury  says.  ‘We 
go  forward  in  God’s  name.'  ” 

According  to  Mr.  Otwell,  a  former 
district  superintendent,  local  church 
pastor  and  graduate  of  the  Dallas  Art 
Institute,  he  planned  the  carving  as  a 
personal  keepsake.  However,  after 
receiving  numerous  requests  for 
additional  copies,  he  bronzed  the  carving 
and  made  100  copies. 

The  statues  will  sell  at  $1,250  each  to 
cover  the  foundry  costs.  Mr.  Otwell  said 
he  plans  to  donate  a  portion  of  the  funds 
to  the  church  growth  and  development 
fund  of  his  conference. 

-  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


From  United  Methodist  News  Serv  ice 
NEW  YORK  -  Teachers  head  the  list 
of  missionary  personnel  needed  by  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  for  service  outside  the  United 
States. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
DALLAS  —  The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M 
Dunnam  III,  Editor-General  Manager  of 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter  for  nearly 
15  years,  told  the  Reporter’s  governing 
board  here  last  week  that  he  is  approach¬ 
ing  an  upcoming  six-month  period  of  sab¬ 
batical/renewal  leave  with  “a  sense  of 
expectation  and  calling.”  The  board 
authorized  the  leave  at  its  annual  meet¬ 
ing  last  November. 

The  Reporter  board,  representing  40 
annual  conferences  from  all  regions  of 
the  United  States,  approved  Mr.  Dun¬ 
nam ’s  recommendation  that  the  Rev. 
Daniel  J.  Louis  be  named  acting  chief 
executive  during  the  editor’s  absence. 
Mr.  Louis  is  the  Reporter’s  director  of 
operations  and  personnel. 

The  Reporter  board  also  approved  con¬ 
tinued  ownership  and  operation  of  Reli¬ 
gious  News  Service  during  the  coming 
year.  The  action  was  taken  as  the  second 
phase  of  a  three-year  plan  to  make  the 
unique  national  daily  wire  service  self- 
sustaining  over  a  three-year  period. 

The  board  heard  that  the  Reporter's 
newspaper  circulation  is  climbing  again 
after  two  years  of  losses  following  the 
doubling  of  postal  rates  in  1982.  Com¬ 
bined  circulation  for  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter  (weekly),  the  National 
Christian  Reporter  (weekly,  inter¬ 
denominational)  and  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Review  (bi-weekly)  is  projected  to 
stand  at  520,000  at  the  beginning  of  1985. 

Less  privileged  lifestyle  planned 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  he,  his  wife  and  three 
children  will  live  in  Nairobi.  Kenya 
during  their  mid-January  to  mid-July  1985 
leave.  He  expects  to  travel  from  there  to 
observe  the  church’s  work  in  numerous 
other  countries  on  the  African  continent. 

“I’ve  been  born  and  raised  in  a  land  of 
privilege,"  Mr.  Dunnam  said.  “For  the 
past  15  years.  I’ve  been  in  a  position  of 
privilege  proclaiming  a  Gospel  of 
servanthood.  Rather  than  spending  our 
time  in  some  other  position  of  privilege  in 
the  United  States  or  another  developed 
country,  we  feel  something  of  a  call  to 
spend  it  in  a  less  privileged  religious,  cul¬ 
tural  and  political  context.” 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  he  is  being  assisted 
in  his  arrangements  by  staff  members  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
the  World  Methodist  Council  and  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Kenya. 

“I  expect  there  to  learn  more  than  I 
will  be  able  to  contribute,”  Mr.  Dunnam 
said.  “My  sabbatical  is  intended  primarily 
to  provide  relief  from  constant  executive 
decision-making  pressures,  and  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  intellectual  and  spiritual 
renewal.” 

Operating  without  Mr.  Dunnam  will  be 
an  unusual  experience  for  the  Reporter 
He  began  work  as  a  “flunkey"  at  what 
was  then  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper 
in  1965.  In  1969.  he  became  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  The  state  paper  began  evolving 
under  his  leadership  into  a  national 
publication.  During  the  1970s  the  paper 
took  on  its  current  name  and  became  the 
largest  circulation  religious  newsweekly 
in  the  world. 

Widely  known  in  religious  journalism 
circles  for  his  interest  in  every  detail  of 
the  Reporter’s  operations,  Mr.  Dunnam 
assured  the  board  he  has  no  intention  of 
trying  to  run  the  paper  from  across  the 
Atlantic.  He  expressed  confidence  that 


Physicians,  surgeons  and  nurses  —  es¬ 
pecially  those  with  teaching  skills  — 
occupy  second  place  on  the  roster  of  mis¬ 
sionary  service  opportunities. 

Other  categories  of  personnel  being 
sought  include  pastors  for  Latin  America 


the  Reporter's  staff  under  Mr.  Louis’ 
leadership  “won’t  do  just  as  1  would  do 
but  will  bring  the  same  kind  of  effort  and 
commitment  into  decision-making  as  I 
would.” 

“I  believe  I  deserve  this  time  away  and 
that  the  Reporter’s  staff  and  readers 
deserve  a  period  of  relief  from  my 
presence,”  Mr.  Dunnam  quipped. 

Mr.  Louis  joined  the  Reporter  staff  as 
an  associate  editor  four  years  ago  after 
being  a  local  church  pastor  and.  before 
that,  a  national  magazine  and  daily 
newspaper  journalist. 

Reduced  RNS  deficits  projected 

Board  members  quizzed  Mr.  Dunnam, 
Mr.  Louis  and  Religious  News  Service 
Editor-Director,  the  Rev.  Judy 
Weidman,  about  the  news  service’s 
problems  and  progress  during  the  past 
year.  The  board  agreed  a  year  ago  to 
rescue  the  financially  ailing.  50-year-old 
operation  and  to  risk  a  deficit  of  up  to 
$150,000  during  the  first  year. 

After  10  months  this  year,  the  New 
York-based  RNS  has  lost  $145,000  with 
full-year  losses  now  projected  between 
$160,000  and  $180,000.  Mr.  Dunnam  said. 

He  explained  that  RNS  had  many  one¬ 
time  expenses  this  year  resulting  from 
the  change  of  ownership  and  subsequent 
changes  in  office  location  and  staff.  Mr. 
Dunnam  said  he  feels  RNS  will  be  able  to 
meet  the  original  commitment  to  reduce 
the  operating  deficit  by  half  or  more 
during  the  coming  year  because  of  a 
combination  of  improved  management, 
budgetary  controls,  quality  of  the  news 
service  and  projected  increases  in  the 
number  of  subscribers. 

Ms.  Weidman  said  she  believes  RNS 
has  “turned  the  corner."  and  noted  that 
its  monthly  operating  deficit  for  October 
was  below  $10,000  for  the  first  time. 

Two  members  of  the  board,  both  Texas 
newspaper  publishers,  voted  against 
continuing  to  operate  RNS. 

“I  think  the  shoemaker  should  stick  to 
his  shoemaking  last  and  that  we  should 
stick  to  publishing  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  wnich  has  been  a  stupendous 
success.”  said  Wayne  Sellers,  a  retired 
newspaper  editor  and  publisher  in  Pales¬ 
tine,  Texas.  “The  syndicates  and  wire 
services  are  a  secular  jungle.” 

Mr.  Dunnam  thanked  the  board  for  the 
opportunity  to  continue  operating  RNS 
partly  as  a  missional  enterprise  which 
will  benefit  the  "whole  church  uni¬ 
versal,”  and  make  professionally  written 
religious  news  available  to  the  secular 
world. 

No  effect  on  Reporter  rates 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  the  deficit  in  the  RNS 
operation  will  have  no  effect  on  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  rates  and  that  it  has  not  sub¬ 
stantially  reduced  the  paper's  cash  re¬ 
serves.  Rather  the  deficit  has  prevented 
the  growth  of  those  reserves  by  using  the 
past  year’s  interest  income  and  margins 
from  the  paper's  production  operations. 

In  a  joint  meeting  with  other  divisions 
of  the  United  Methodist  Communications 
Council  —  an  umbrella  organization, 
owned  by  the  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences  in  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  of 
which  the  Reporter  board  is  a  part  —  the 
Rev.  Jack  McGee  was  honored  for  more 
than  a  decade  of  service  as  head  of  the 
Agency  Services  Division  Mr  McGee 
officially  retired  in  June  of  this  year  but 


and  Kenya,  agricultural  experts  and  air¬ 
plane  pilots  and  mechanics. 

The  Mission  Personnel  Resources  De¬ 
partment  is  looking  for  people  to  teach 
English,  science,  mathematics,  church 
music,  American  literature,  theology 


has  continued  to  serve  as  director  of  the 
Agency  Services  Division  and  acting 
director  of  the  Media  Division. 

The  Communication  Council  agreed  to 
a  plan  proposed  by  the  Media  Division  to 
function  without  staff  for  up  to  three 
years  as  money  from  supporting  annual 
conferences  is  used  to  pay  off  a  $156,000 
debt  that  brought  the  Media  Division's 
work  to  a  virtual  standstill  earlier  this 
year.  In  the  past,  the  Media  Division  has 
helped  to  relate  the  church  to  the  public 
media,  both  electronic  and  print. 

Communications  Council  directors 
also  approved  an  Agency  Services 
Division  recommendation  that  would 
transfer  oversight  of  that  division's  work 
during  1985  to  Mr.  Dunnam,  the  News¬ 
paper  Division's  chief  executive.  That 
work  consists  of  providing  annual  confer¬ 
ences,  local  churches  and  church-related 
institutions  with  a  type  of  assistance 
normally  associated  with  an  advertising 
agency  at  a  cost  below  that  of  commer¬ 
cial  firms.  Mr  Dunnam  indicated  plans 
to  delegate  most  of  this  interim  responsi¬ 
bility  to  others  on  the  Reporter  staff. 

The  Communications  Council  re¬ 
elected  the  Rev  Dan  Steere  of  Houston 
as  its  chairman  and  the  Rev.  Don 
Sperber  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conference  as  chairman  of  the  council’s 
newspaper  division  (the  Reporter’s 
board).  The  Rev.  Douglas  Wofford  of 
Lubbock,  Texas,  was  elected  to  head  the 
Media  Division,  and  the  Rev.  Ed  Deane 
of  Dallas  was  re-elected  chairman  of  the 
Agency  Services  Division. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


and  Christian  education. 

A  critical  need  exists  for  church  and 
community  workers  in  the  United  States, 
said  Ann  Unander,  personnel  resources 
staff  member.  Because  of  the  limited  re¬ 
sources  available  in  rural  America,  a 
number  of  United  Methodist  churches 
have  banded  together  in  several  states  to 
do  outreach  ministries.  Church  and  com¬ 
munity  workers  train  and  equip  local 
church  members  to  challenge  social, 
economic  and  political  barriers  to  in¬ 
dividual  and  community  self-develop¬ 
ment. 

Persons  interested  in  becoming  part  of 
the  mission  outreach  of  the  church 
through  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
may  write  Mission  Personnel  Depart¬ 
ment,  Room  1470,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  N.Y.  10115. 

‘Church  school 
growth  depends 
on  new  classes 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

SAVANNAH,  Ga.  —  The  only  way  to 
boost  church  school  attendance  is  to  start 
new  classes  because  members  who  have 
dropped  out  are  not  coming  back  to  the 
same  old  groups,  a  United  Methodist 
seminary  professor  told  Christian  educa¬ 
tors  meeting  here. 

And,  said  the  Rev.  Richard  T.  Murray 
of  Dallas,  persons  who  participate  in 
small  groups  —  such  as  church  school 
classes,  the  choir  or  Bible  study  groups 
—  are  one-third  less  likely  to  leave  the 
church. 

“If  your  Sunday  school  is  dying,  the 
only  way  to  save  it  is  to  start  new 
classes,"  Dr.  Murray  said.  “New  mem¬ 
bers  are  not  likely  to  join  old,  established 
classes,  and  those  who  used  to  come  but 
dropped  out  did  it  for  a  reason. 

“The  number  one  reason  people  don’t 
go  to  Sunday  school  is  because  of  the 
people  who  do,"  he  said. 


NEW  HISTORICAL  RESOURCES 

FOR  THE 

UNITED  METHODIST  BICENTENNIAL 


An  Unfinished  Church: 

A  Brief  History  of  the  Union  of  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  Church 
and  the  Methodist  Church 

Bishop  Paul  Washburn  provides  a 
first-hand,  behind-the-scenes  chronicle 
of  the  events  that  culminated  in  the 
union  of  two  great  bodies  of  Christ  into 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  $14.95, 
hardcover. 


Sunday  Service  of  the 
Methodists  in  North  America 

John  Wesley  s  last  will  and  testament 
to  American  Methodism;  the  foundation 
of  Methodist  worship  in  America.  The 
introduction  by  Notre  Dame  professor  of 
liturgy  James  F.  White  compares  the 
text  to  the  1662  Book  of  Common 
Prayer,  and  reflects  on  the  cause  of 
Wesley's  text  revisions.  $4.95,  paper 


O0*>  from  you'  CokMtM'y  Boo*s<o««  of  S**vic*  C*f»*f  puO**f»a  O, 

Abingdon  Press 

Th*  Boo*  Puowrwifl  Otptnrrwnt  d  Th*  Unart  ttorvdii  Putrtnng  MouM 


UMR  board  names  interim  editor 
while  exec  in  Africa,  continues  RNS 


PAGE  4 


the  church  today 


Korean  attorney  gets 
World  Methodist  Peace  Award 
LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (EPS)  -  Tai- 
Young  Lee,  a  Seoul  attorney  who  has 
championed  the  cause  of  the  poor  and 
women  in  Korea,  has  been  chosen  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  1984  World  Methodist  Peace 
Award,  from  the  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil,  based  here.  The  choice  was  an¬ 
nounced  by  WMC  General  Secretary  Joe 
Hale  las* 

UM  Publishing  House 
selects  first  woman  chairperson 

NASHVILLE 
(UMNS)  —  Anita  J. 
Burrous,  a  lay- 
woman  from  Peru, 
Ind.,  was  elected  to 
head  the  governing 
■w  board  of  the  United 
~  Methodist  Publish- 
4|  ing  House  for  the 
Anita  J.  Burrous  1985-88  quadren- 
nium  during  the  organizational  meeting 
here  Oct.  30-31.  She  succeeds  Ewing 
Werlein  Jr.  of  Houston. 

Mrs.  Burrous,  who  joined  the  Board  of 
Publication  in  1981,  is  president  of  her 
district  United  Methodist  Women’s  group 
and  is  secretary  of  the  North  Indiana 
Conference  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration. 


United  Methodist  gay 
activist  leader  dies 

NEW'  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  Rev. 
Michael  Collins,  36,  a  founding  leader  of 
Affirmation,  an  organization  for  gay  and 
lesbian  United  Methodists,  died  here  Oct. 
15.  He  had  suffered  from  AIDS  for  about 
a  year.  He  was  a  former  staff  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

UM  clergywoman 
named  top  rural  pastor 

COLLEGE  STATION,  Texas  —  A 
United  Methodist  Texas  clergywoman 
was  named  the  state’s  top  rural  minister 
by  Progressive  Farmer  magazine  this 
fall. 

The  Rev.  Fay  Brown,  the  first  woman 
to  earn  the  title,  was  honored  here  at 
ceremonies  at  Texas  A&M  University 
during  the  39th  Annual  Town  and  Coun¬ 
try  Church  Conference. 

Ms.  Brown  is  pastor  of  churches  in 
Moore  and  Hartley  counties  in  the  Texas 
Panhandle. 

The  award  was  established  to  honor 
ministers  who  have  made  "outstanding 
contributions  to  rural  life”  and  selection 
is  based  on  participation  of  the  pastor 
and  church  in  overall  community  activi¬ 
ties. 

Cuba  imports  Bibles 


South  African  Methodist 
urges  racial  rearrangements 

PRETORIA  (EPS)  -  The  new 
president  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Southern  Africa,  the  Rev.  Peter  Storey, 
has  called  on  his  denomination  to  rear¬ 
range  its  circuits  (regional  units)  along 
geographic,  instead  of  racial  lines.  In  his 
keynote  address  last  month,  Mr.  Storey 
said,  "The  degree  to  which  we  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  accept  postponement  on  the 
issue  ...  is  the  degree  to  which  we  are 
content  to  be  part  of  South  Africa’s 
despair  instead  of  part  of  its  hope.  ’  ’ 


Ecumenical  theology  document 
makes  WCC  best  seller  list 

NEW  YORK  ( RNS)  -  The  ecumenical 
“Baptism,  Eucharist  and  Ministry” 
<BEM)  document  highlighting  ecumeni¬ 
cal  convergences  of  major  church  bodies 
has  become  a  best  seller  for  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  according  to  the 
Lutheran  Council  News  Bureau  here. 

The  landmark  theological  statement 
produced  under  WCC  auspices  was 
expected  to  have  a  circulation  of  only 
5,000  copies.  But  an  official  of  the 
council’s  Faith  and  Order  Commission 
said  an  estimated  300,000  copies  have 
been  printed,  the  statement  has  been 
translated  into  25  languages,  and 
"BEM”  has  become  “the  most  widely 
distributed  and  discussed  ecumenical 
text”  coming  from  the  World  Council  in 
Geneva. 


"A  Gift 
Of  Love" 


It  is  a  blessing  to  share'bur  love  with 
destitute  children.  This  can  be  done 
through  the  sponsorship  program  of 
WORLD'S  CHILDREN.  INC.,  a  non-profit. 
Christian  organization  that  sponsors  chil¬ 
dren  housed  in  65  Christian  orphanoges 
overseas.  SASWATI.  pictured  above,  is 
from  India  and  needs  our  help. 

YOU  CAN  HELP: 

The  sponsorship  fee  is  only  $13  o  month 
—  less  than  44  cents  a  day.  The  corpora¬ 
tion  is  U.S.  government  approved  so  all 
donations  are  tax  deductible.  All  sponsors 
receive  an  audit  copy.  In  1983.  91%  of 
funds  received  were  sent  on  for  the  chil¬ 
dren's  food,  clothing  and  educational 
needs 


YOU  WILL  RECEIVE: 

Each  sponsor  receives  full  information 
on  the  child  which  includes  name,  address, 
photo  and  cose  history.  Regular  reports  on 
the  child's  progress  are  sent  to  the  spon¬ 
sor. 

WRITE  TODAY: 

Won't  you  write  today  and  request  the 
sponsorship  of  o  needy  youngster?  hAany. 
like  Saswati  of  India,  are  waiting.  Chil 
dren  ore  also  available  in  Taiwan,  the 
Philippines  and  Korea 
Please  write: 

l - 


i  ». 

i 

i 


i 

I  t - 

J  SwitandZip _ _ _ _ _ 

J  Write  to:  Mr*.  Carol  Ivey.  P.  O.  Box 
J  2979.  Winter  Haven .  Flo.  33880. 


CHAPPAQUA,  NY  (AGI)  -  The 
Cuban  government  authorized  the  Cuban 
Biblical  Commission  to  import  12,000 
Spanish  Bibles  and  900  Bible  diction¬ 
aries,  according  to  a  report  of  the  U.  S. 
Bible  Societies  in  the  October  Christian 
Herald.  These  will  be  given  to  leaders 
and  pastors  of  Cuban  churches.  This  is 
the  fourth  shipment  of  Bibles  to  Cuba 
since  1970. 

Houston  minister  selected 
1985  Protestant  Hour  speaker 

NEW  YORK 
(UMNS)  —  A  1985 
Protestant  Hour 
speaker  will  be  the 
Rev.  William  H. 
Hinson,  pastor  of 
the  12,300-member 
First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in 
Houston,  Texas. 

His  sermons  will  be  aired  from  June  16 
to  Sept.  1, 1985,  on  500  domestic  radio  sta¬ 
tions  and  many  more  overseas  via  the 
American  Forces  Radio  and  Television 
Service. 

Dr.  Hinson  was  the  selection  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction.  The  choice  of 
the  United  Methodist  preacher  for  the 
.Protestant  Hour  is  rotated  among  the 
Southeastern  and  South  Central  jurisdic¬ 
tions  and  United  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nications. 

Soviet  newspaper  urges 
more  atheist  education 

MOSCOW  (EPS)  -  The  Soviet  Com¬ 
munist  Party  newspaper  “Pravda"  re¬ 
ported  last  month  that  a  survey  showed  a 
significant  part  of  the  Soviet  population 
retained  religious  beliefs.  A  front-page 
editorial  said  it  was  thus  "imperative  to 
carry  out  more  active  propaganda  of 
scientific-materialist  opinions,  pay  more 
attention  to  atheist  education." 

A  party  decree  said  party  leaders  in 
Armenia  needed  to  crack  down  on  cor¬ 
ruption.  religion,  and  bad  management. 
Similar  directives  were  applied  to  four 
other  Soviet  republics  earlier  this  year 

Children  of  divorced  parents 
rate  prospects  for  success  slim 

TORONTO.  CANADA  (AGI)  -  When 
asked  how  successful  they  think  they  will 
be  in  life,  students  from  divorced  fam¬ 
ilies  rate  their  prospects  much  lower 
than  students  from  intact  families. 

This  report  was  given  here  by  Dr. 
Jean-Francois  Saucier  of  the  University 
of  Montreal  who  had  studied  4,539  stu¬ 
dents,  ages  12-15.  Both  girls  and  boys 
from  divorced  families  sought  psycho¬ 
logical  help  more  frequently  than  chil¬ 
dren  from  intact  families,  according  to 
the  same  report. 

Bible  societies  spend  half-million 
for  Bibles  in  East  Europe 

NEW  YORK,  NY.  (AGI)  —  Last  year 
the  United  Bible  Societies  (UBS),  of 
which  the  American  Bible  Society  ( ABS) 
is  one  constituent,  provided  Bible  paper 
and  other  materials  for  production  worth 
about  a  half  million  dollars  to  Eastern 
Europeans. 

The  Reverend  Fergus  MacDonald, 
head  of  the  Bible  Society  of  Scotland, 
said.  "In  Romania.  UBS  is  enabling  the 
church  printing  press  to  acquire  new 
photo-composing  equipment  which  will 
increase  production  by  50  percent.  The 
press  is  producing  Scriptures  on  UBS- 
supplied  paper." 


CLASSIFIED 

POSITIONS  OPEN :  Director  of  Youth  Ministries  and 
part-time  Director  of  Evangelism  for  2500  member 
church.  Send  resume  to  Search  Committee,  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  411  Turner  St..  Clear¬ 
water.  FL  33516 

WOULD  TolU  JL  l.\  (Jcpo/  lun.  .Muinlumi  t'liii— 

Yangtze  Cruise  May  departure  Free  brochures  Dr 
Bob  Panzer.  623  Dell  St..  Solana  Beach.  CA  92tf7.> 
<  619 1  755-9330  25  years  leading  tours 
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free,  l  'Uooj  K4 1-4350.  Orchard  Pecan  Com  pan  i .  P.O 
Box  727.  Albany.  Georgia  31702 
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Communications  and  Education.  United  .Methodist 
Assoeiation  of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries. 
Da>otn.  Ohio.  This  position  shall  be  responsible  for 
the  development  and  coordination  of  all  the 
Association  related  newsletters,  brochures,  general 
communications,  membership  directories,  as  well  as 
the  coordination  of  all  the  Association's  educational 
programming,  workshops  and  convention 
management  Must  tie  available  for  travel  The 
luiiurv  is  negotiable  based  upon  experience  Contact 
Hubert  F  Willner.  President:  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries.  Gill 
West  Riverview  Avenue.  Dayton.  OH  45406:  (513» 
161  2  At 
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William  H.  Hinson 
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Retired  bishop  aims  to  stem  membership  drop 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Slaff  Writer 

OAKLAND,  Calif.  —  Retired  Bishop 
Roy  C.  Nichols  has  a  plan  he  hopes  will 
breathe  new  life  into  United  Methodism's 
local  churches.  No  overnight  solution, 
the  plan  actually  is  a  four-year  project 
aimed  at  reversing  the  denomination's 
membership  decline. 

Working  as  a  "bishop-at-large"  with 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries, 
Bishop  Nichols  will  spend  this  quadren- 
nium  researching,  studying  and  visiting 
active  and  growing  churches  to  discover 
the  basic  ingredients  for  a  successful  or 
"vital”  ministry  He  anticipates  that  by 
the  1988  General  Conference  he  will 
present  a  book  of  his  experiences  in 
helping  local  churches. 

The  66-year-old  retired  episcopal 
leader  of  the  New  York  Area  and  his  wife 
Ruth  have  relocated  to  Oakland  where  23 
years  of  his  ministry  was  spent.  Bishop 
Nichols  explained  his  local  church 


revitalization  project  in  a  telephone 

interview. 

"There  are  two  primary  areas  where 
the  church  is  vulnerable.  One  is  the 

nprrislpnf  rtron-out  rale  The  other  k  the 

decreasing  number  of  people  received 
into  congregations  by  profession  of 
faith.”  he  said. 

“Need  more  personal  religion” 

"Our  churches  need  a  more  balanced 
emphasis  on  personal  religion  to  help 
individuals  gain  a  deeper  understanding 
of  what  it  means  to  be  a  Christian.  Also 
we  need  more  directed  ministry  to  age 
groups,”  he  said,  "particularly  children. 
We  are  not  getting  and  holding  young 
people.  I  believe  that  if  churches  support 
children’s  ministry,  the  parents  and 
other  adults  also  will  get  involved  in  the 
church. 

During  the  project,  lay  and  clergy 
leaders  will  need  to  initiate  programs 
that  challenge  congregations  to  move  out 


UM  youth  program 
cited  by  Guideposts 


MINNEAPOLIS  (UMR)  -  Park 
Avenue  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Minneapolis  was  one  of  five  congre¬ 
gations  cited  this  year  by  Guideposts 
magazine  for  outstanding  special 
programs  sponsored  by  local 
churches. 

The  church  was  recognized  for  its 
"extensive  youth  programs”  that  in¬ 
clude  an  annual  week-long  Soul  Lib¬ 
eration  Festival,  blacktop  basket¬ 
ball  courts  for  neighborhood  chil¬ 
dren  and  outdoor  expeditions  for 
young  church  members  to  the 
Florida  Keys  and  the  Colorado 


Rockies.  The  inner-city,  multi-racial 
church  will  receive  $1,000  from  the 
magazine. 

Another  congregation,  the 
Waymakers  Chapel  for  the  Excep¬ 
tional  in  St.  Louis,  was  also  recog¬ 
nized  by  the  magazine.  Waymakers 
is  a  150-member  congregation  of 
handicapped  and  elderly  people  of 
all  faiths.  It  uses  a  building  donated 
by  the  United  Methodist  Church,  and 
benefited  from  nearly  20,000  hours  of 
service  from  127  volunteers  last 
year. 


Outcry  didn’t  change 
inclusive  lectionary-B’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  second  year  edition  of  the 
"Inclusive  Language  Lectionary”  has 
been  released  and  reflects  virtually  no 
changes  as  a  result  of  the  explosive 
outcry  that  greeted  the  first  year’s 
edition,  according  to  the  lectionary  com¬ 
mittee. 

One  concession  to  critics,  however,  is 
that  Jesus  in  the  Scripture  passages 
more  frequently  is  referred  to  with  a 
male  pronoun. 

This  collection  of  Scripture  readings, 
recast  in  language  that  includes  both 
women  and  men,  is  the  second  in  a  three- 
year  cycle  of  readings  being  prepared  for 
voluntary  use  in  public  worship  It  is  a 
project  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches'  Division  of  Education  and 
Ministry. 

Publication  a  year  ago  of  "Year  A"  of 
the  lectionary  touched  off  a  storm  of 
reaction,  including  both  praise  and  criti¬ 
cism.  Nearly  25,000  copies  of  "Year  A" 
were  sold,  and  the  Division  of  Education 
and  Ministry  received  nearly  700  letters 
about  the  project,  a  majority  of  them 
critical  of  it,  said  the  Rev.  Dr.  David  Ng, 
the  division's  executive  director. 

While  the  Division  of  Education  and 
Ministry  has  sought  and  received 
feedback  from  scholars  and  from  congre¬ 
gations  on  "An  Inclusive  Language  Lec¬ 
tionary:  Year  A,"  "our  deadline  for 
producing  series  B  came  too  quickly 
before  we  could  adequately  study  the 
critique.”  said  Dr.  Barbara  Withers,  the 
lectionary  editor.  "Year  A"  was  for  use 
beginning  in  Advent  1983  (Nov.  27  being 
the  first  Sunday  in  Advent  that  year), 
and  the  committee’s  copy  deadline  for 
"Year  B"  was  in  March  1984 

At  the  lectionary  committee's  fall 
meeting  in  New  York  Oct.  19-21,  a 
subcommittee  was  appointed  to  make  a 
more  careful  analysis  of  feedback  and  to 
bring  to  the  meeting  in  March  1985  any 
recommendations  for  changes  in  time  for 
the  "Year  C"  copy  deadline.  Publication 
of  "Year  C”  is  slated  for  October  1985. 

"Year  B"  does,  however,  reflect 
modified  application  of  principles  for  use 
of  pronouns,  said  the  Rev.  Victor  Gold, 
committee  chairperson.  The  third-per¬ 
son  pronoun  "he”  for  the  human  Jesus 
( but  not  for  the  risen  Christ  >  is  used  a  bit 
more  frequently  than  in  "Year  A." 
Similarly,  proper  names  of  other  Bible 
men  are  substituted,  for  the  pronouns 
"he.”  "him"  and  "his"  only  where 
needed  for  clarity.  Withers  said.  "Year 
A"  has  been  criticized  for  its  nearly  total 
elimination  of  such  pronouns  as  “he"  and 
"his”  in  references  to  the  earthly  Jesus. 

Dr.  Gold  said  he  has  noticed  increasing 
willingness  among  people  to  consider 
seriously  the  issues  raised  by  the  lec¬ 
tionary.  noting  that  he  is  "finding  that 
people  are  tending  to  be,  if  not  enthu¬ 
siastic,  at  least  willing  to  give  it  a  sympa¬ 
thetic  ear." 

Dr.  Ng  said  the  lectionary  "has  opened 
up  some  very  interesting  theological 
study  and  debate.”  Sermons  and  study 
groups  in  congregations  across  the 
nation,  special  seminars  and  articles  in  a 
variety  of  publications  have  examined 
inclusive  language  issues. 

Here  are  features  of  "An  Inclusive 
Language  Lectionary:  Year  B  ” 

"Year  B"  is  based  on  the  lectionarv 
i cycle  of  readings)  prepared  by  the 
North  American  Committee  on  Calendar 
and  Lectionary.  approved  by  the  Consul¬ 
tation  on  Common  Texts  in  1982  and 
recommended  for  trial  use  in  Roman 
Catholic  and  many  Protestant  churches 
beginning  last  fall. 


In  that  respect,  it  differs  from  "Year 
A"  of  the  lectionary,  which  was  based  on 
the  cycle  of  readings  prepared  by  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union  (COCU> 
since  the  "common  texts”  lectionary 
was  not  ready  when  work  on  "Year  A" 
was  begun. 

The  "common  texts"  lectionary 
includes  several  elements  not  present  in 
the  COCU  lectionary:  weekly  readings 
from  the  Psalms;  readings  for  Monday, 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of  Holy  Week: 
readings  for  six  other  special  days,  such 
as  Thanksgiving  Day  and  All  Saints  Day. 
and  readings  from  the  Apocrypha.  "Year 
B"  includes  two  readings  from  The  Apoc¬ 
ryphal  book  of  Ecclesiasticus.  "Year  C” 
and  the  subsequent  revision  of  "Year  A" 
will  be  based  on  the  "common  texts"  lec¬ 
tionary. 

"Year  B"  includes  four  readings  about 
Bible  women  that  are  not  included  in  the 
"common  texts”  lectionary.  marking 
them  as  "alternate"  readings.  These  are 
passages  about  Phoebe,  a  deacon  of  the 
early  church  (Romans  16:1-7):  Deborah, 
a  prophet  and  judge  of  Israel  (Judges 
4:4-9);  the  woman  of  Tekoa  (2  Samuel 
14:4-17),  and  the  woman  caught  in 
adultery  (John 8:2-11 ). 

"We  felt  it  was  important  to  include 
these  stories  about  women  for  balance.” 
said  Dr.  Barbara  Withers,  lectionary 
committee  member  serving  as  the  lec- 
tionary’s  editor.  "Several  of  these  stories 
are  not  well-known  stories  and  have 
tended  to  get  lost." 

Three  journalists 
receive  RNS  a  ward 
for  religion  writing 

From  Religious  News  Service 
DALLAS  —  Three  journalists,  writing 
on  a  peace  pilgrimage  to  Honduras,  the 
500th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Martin 
Luther,  and  Maranatha  Campus  Min¬ 
istries,  have  been  awarded  the  first  Lil¬ 
lian  R.  Block  Awards  for  Excellence  in 
Religion  News  Writing. 

The  awards  were  announced  here  Nov. 

8  by  Religious  News  Service  at  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  its  parent  company,  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter.  The  theme  of 
the  contest  was  the  impact  of  religion  on 
the  individual  and  society. 

Sister  Camille  D.  Arienzo,  RSM,  asso¬ 
ciate  editor  of  The  Tablet,  weekly  news¬ 
paper  of  the  Brooklyn  Diocese,  won  in  the 
category  of  denominational  religious 
press.  Her  article  was  a  firsthand  report 
of  the  experiences  of  150  women  who 
went  to  Honduras  to  pray  for  peace  at 
three  American  military  installations. 

Winning  in  the  category  of  the  public 
press  was  Richard  N.  Ostling,  religion 
editor  of  Time  magazine.  His  first  place 
article  was  a  cover  story  on  the  500th 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  the  Protestant 
Reformation  leader,  Martin  Luther. 

Randy  Frame,  staff  member  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  Today,  was  the  first  place  winner 
in  the  category  of  the  nondenominational 
religious  press.  His  article  analyzed  the 
controversial  Maranatha  Campus  Min¬ 
istries. 

Judith  L.  Weidman,  RNS  editor  and  di¬ 
rector.  said  of  the  winners,  "We  are  de¬ 
lighted  to  be  able  to  honor  these  talented 
writers  among  our  subscribers.  There  is 
always  a  certain  excitement  about  being 
first,  but  the  legacy  of  Lillian  R.  Block, 
former  RNS  editor,  will  make  this  an  ex¬ 
citing  contest  for  years  to  come. " 


of  traditional  and  staid  patterns  and"to 
develop  a  missional  view  of  themselves, 
he  said.  "At  its  heart  is  the  Wesleyan 
concept  of  training  lay  people  and  giving 
them  sub-pastorate  responsibilities.” 

The  bishop’s  project  is  divided  into 
three  phases.  In  phase  one.  which  spans 
the  fall  months  of  this  year.  Bishop 
Nichols  will  research  and  observe 
successful  local  churches  across  the 
country. 

Blueprints  for  success  planned 

During  phase  two,  in  the  winter  of  1984- 
85,  he  will  develop  blueprints  for  success¬ 
ful  churches  based  on  the  information 
gathered  in  phase  one.  He  will  adapt  the 
blueprints  to  churches  of  various  sizes, 
races  and  locations. 

Phase  three,  scheduled  to  begin  in  the 
Spring  of  1985,  will  span  three  years. 

“I  plan  to  roadtest  my  ideas"  during 
that  time  by  visiting  at  least  20  local 
churches  in  the  U.S.  and  other  nations,  he 
said. 

"My  visits  will  be  made  at  the 
churches’  requests.  I  will  send  letters  to 
all  bishops  and  district  superintendents 
explaning  my  project  and  giving  them  a 
chance  to  get  involved.  Interested  church 
groups  will  have  submitted  a  profile  of 
their  church  to  me  prior  to  my  visit. 
When  I  arrive  I  will  have  a  prescription 


Bishop  Nichols 


for  their  situation,"  he  explained. 

"After  I  roadtest,  I  will  write  a  book 
that  pulls  together  my  observations, 
failures  and  successes  in  revitalizing 
local  churches." 

In  addition  to  a  small  budget  from  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  Bishop 
Nichols  said  he  received  correspondence 
from  the  chief  executive  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  indicating 
interest  in  cooperating  with  the  project. 


Coordinating  council 
OKs  project  funding 


DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)  -  The 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  one  of  the 
last  general  agencies  of  the  church  to 
organize  for  the  1985-88  quadrennium, 
elected  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  of  the 
Ohio  East  Area  as  president. 

The  115-member  governing  bodyelected 
Twick  Morrison,  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  first 
vice  president;  the  Rev.  Arturo  Fernan¬ 
dez,  Berkeley,  Calif.,  second  vice  presi¬ 
dent;  Loretta  Young,  Charleston,  W.  Va., 
secretary;  Marjorie  Burns,  Crawford, 
Texas,  treasurer;  and  Dee  Ann-Kahn, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  recording  secretary. 

The  Advance  committee  reported  it 
had  approved  41  project  requests  totaling 
$3,193,140.  Included  were  39  World  Divi¬ 
sion  projects  asking  for  a  total  of 
$1,818,140  and  two  National  Division  pro¬ 
jects  asking  for  $1,375,000.  Conditional 
approval  was  given  to  11  World  Division 
projects  with  a  total  request  of  $1,310,476. 
The  Rev.  William  Carter,  director  of  the 
Advance,  reported  income  for  the  year 
through  September  1984  to  be  $15,452,563, 
an  increase  of  6.3  percent  above  the  same 
period  last  year. 

The  World  Service  Special  Gifts  Com¬ 
mittee  approved  projects  for  1985  total¬ 
ing  $153,750.  While  some  of  the  projects 
endorsed  extend  beyond  the  end  of  next 
year,  all  are  scheduled  to  end  by  the 
close  of  1988.  Projects  include:  an 
internship  to  develop  archival  skill 
(Commission  on  Archives  and  History) 
—  goal  $10,500;  Leonard  M.  Perryman 
Memorial  Fund  to  provide  scholarships 
for  communications  training  for  ethnic 
minority  persons  (United  Methodist 
Communications)  —  goal  $25,000  over 
four  years;  film  on  Hispanic  heritage  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  (United 
Methodist  Communications)  —  goal 
$100,000;  and  a  study  program  on  the 
presentation  of  substance  abuse  in  the 
media  to  result  in  a  study  book,  video¬ 
tape  and  training  events  (United  Method- 

Two  UM  hospitals 
listed  in  4top  14’ 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

Two  United  Methodist-related  hospi¬ 
tals  were  named  among  the  14  "Best 
General  Hospitals  in  America”  in  the 
November  issue  of  Good  Housekeeping 
magazine. 

Duke  University  in  Durham,  N.C.  and 
Methodist  Medical  Center  in  Dallas  were 
listed  in  the  magazine  which  polled  250 
nationally  prominent  officials  of  medical 
schools,  medical  organizations  and  hospi¬ 
tals  in  determining  the  top  hospitals. 

The  two  hospitals  are  among  73  United 
Methodist-related  hospitals  in  the  United 
States. 


ist  Communications)  —  goal  $15,000. 

Action  on  funding  a  Native  American 
newspaper,  Echo  of  the  Four  Winds  was 
delayed  pending  more  information. 

The  status  of  the  report  on  biblical  and 
theological  language,  entitled  "Words 
That  Heal  and  Words  That  Hurt”  was 
clarified  for  the  GCOM  in  light  of  a 
recent  decision  by  the  Judicial  Council. 
The  report  is  not  an  official  document, 
according  to  the  decision,  but  is  intended 
for  study.  The  Rev.  Norman  E.  Dewire, 
general  secretary  of  the  council,  said  the 
agency  would  be  responsible  for  the 
study  and  take  recommendations  to  the 
1988  General  Conference. 

In  other  action,  the  GCOM : 

•Approved  in  principle  the  concept  of  a 
periodical  for  the  laity  and  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship,  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  and  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  discuss  the  matter  and  give  the 
council  periodic  updates.  Approval  of 
such  a  publication  would  be  on  the 
agenda  of  a  future  meeting  of  the  council. 

*  Created  a  Native  American  task 
group  consisting  of  five  Native  Amer¬ 
icans  and  five  non-Native  Americans 
(only  one  of  whom  may  vote)  "to  provide 
for  more  effective  processing  of  Native 
American  concerns." 

•Voted  to  send  an  inquiry  to  all 
agencies  requesting  information  on  all  “affili¬ 
ate  organizations.”  Also  voted  to  inquire 
about  all  studies  and  research  currently 
underway  or  planned  by  all  the  agencies. 

•Authorized  exploring  with  the  Council 
of  Bishops  development  of  a  study  book 
containing  the  "Baltimore  Declaration." 


I  Correction  | 

United  Methodism’s  General 
Commission  on  Communications  this 
month  asked  for  a  $57,400  grant  from 
World  Service  contingency  funds  to  ex¬ 
plore  ways  that  computer-based 
communications  might  be  used  within 
the  church,  A  week  later,  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  approved  $52,726 
for  that.  A  story  in  the  Nov.  9  issue  of  the 
Reporter  erroneously  turned  those 
thousands  into  millions. 
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200  Years  of  United  Methodism:  An  Illustrated  History 


“The  book's  striking  reproductions  of  artifacts  and  historical  engravings  make 
it  an  invaluable  and  beautiful  reference. . .  the  section,  ‘The  Four  Tides  of  United 
Methodism'  provides  a  stirring  account  of  the  beginnings  of  the  Methodist 
movement  in  America." 


Shirley  Horner,  The  New  York  Times 


This  125  page  9  x  12  bicentennial  commemorative  soft  cover  volume  contains 
over  100  full  color  pictures  illustrating  United  Methodism's  history.  An  excellent 
gift  for  family,  friends,  students,  pastors,  and  church  libraries.  Every  United 
Methodist  home  should  have  one. 

Price  on  orders  postmarked  on  or  before  November  30,  1984: 

$15.45— one  copy  (regularly  $16.95). 

$14.45—2  to  4  copies 
$13.45—5  to  9  copies 
$12.45—10  to  14  copies 
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street  address,  city,  state,  and  zip  for  UPS  delivery.  Order  from  200  Years,  Tilghman 
House,  Room  302,  Drew  University,  Madison,  NJ  07940.  Make  checks  payable  to 
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White  church  delegates  block 
Tutu’s  selection  as  archbishop 


By  HENNIE  SERFONTEIN 
Religious  News  Service  Correspondent 

JOHANNESBURG,  South  Africa  - 
Bishop  Desmond  Tutu,  general  secretary 
of  the  South  African  Council  of  Churches, 
was  snubbed  this  week  by  white  English- 
speaking  Anglicans  who  blocked  his  elec¬ 
tion  as  archbishop  of  Johannesburg. 

After  Bishop  Tutu  received  the  Nobel 
Peace  Prize  Oct.  16,  it  was  regarded  in 
black  circles  here  as  a  foregone  con¬ 
clusion  that  he  would  easily  win  the  arch¬ 
bishop’s  post  in  a  contest  with  six  other 
candidates. 

But  most  whites,  including  white  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  multi-racial  English-speaking 
churches  that  are  officially  anti-apart¬ 
heid,  are  furious  about  the  Nobel  award. 
They  regard  Bishop  Tutu  as  a  “political 
agitator." 

From  the  voting  results,  it  is  clear  that 
his  election  was  blocked  by  the  whites, 
although  the  Anglican  Church  has  a  vast 
majority  of  black  members. 

Representatives  of  black  organizations 
and  churches  have  termed  the  result  a 
“racist  decision.”  They  accused  the 
Anglican  Church  of  “hypocrisy"  and 
“double  standards”  because  in  theory  it 
condemns  the  government  and  apartheid 
as  “un-Christian.” 

In  a  two-day  meeting,  the  Anglicans’ 
elective  assembly  took  several  ballots 
but  failed  to  reach  a  decision  on  the  new 
archbishop.  The  213-member  assembly 
consisted  of  equal  numbers  of  clergy  and 
lay  members  of  the  Johannesburg  dio¬ 
cese.  The  racial  composition  was  55  per¬ 


cent  white  and  45  percent  black. 

The  matter  has  now  been  referred  to 
the  church’s  26  bishops,  who  meet  Nov. 
12.  The  bishops’  synod  is  not  restricted  to 
the  seven  original  nominees  but  may 
choose  any  priest  in  the  Anglican  com¬ 
munity. 

At  this  date,  Bishop  Tutu’s  chances 
appear  slim,  although  it  is  claimed  that  a 
majority  of  the  bishops  favor  him. 

Bishop  Tutu  received  89  votes,  and  the 
Rev.  Peter  Lee,  a  white  Johannesburg 
cleric,  60  votes.  Sixty-four  of  the  dele¬ 
gates  favored  other  candidates.  For  a 
candidate  to  become  archbishop,  a  two- 
thirds  majority  was  required  —  142 
votes. 

Traditionally  in  a  deadlock,  the 
bishops  have  bypassed  the  leading  nomi¬ 
nees  to  go  for  a  compromise. 

The  split  in  the  elective  assembly  fol¬ 
lowed  racial  lines,  with  blacks  support¬ 
ing  Bishop  Tutu  and  whites  voting  for 
Mr.  Lee.  But  there  is  also  an  important 
theological  divide.  As  a  black  leader. 
Rishop  Tutu  expresses  the  firm  convic¬ 
tion  that  God  is  on  the  side  of  the 
oppressed  in  support  of  black  liberation. 
His  outspoken  views  discomfort  many 
white  Anglicans,  who  resent  his  acti¬ 
vism. 

Mr.  Lee  supports  the  charismatic  spiri¬ 
tual  movement,  a  group  regarded  by 
black  Christians  as  “escapist.”  The 
charismatic  faction  is  frequently  criti¬ 
cized  for  ignoring  the  practical  realities 
of  apartheid,  within  and  outside  the 
church,  by  hiding  behind  non-political. 


non-controversial  “spiritual”  issues. 

Zithulele  Cindi,  a  spokesman  for  the 
Azanian  People  Organization,  a  black¬ 
consciousness  group,  said:  “The  attitude 
of  these  conservative  whites  clearly 
reflects  the  South  African  society  in 
general.  Anglican  priests  are  known  for 
shouting  and  calling  for  unity  among  the 
people  of  South  Africa,  but  they  are  not 
practicing  what  they  preach.” 

The  Rev.  Jan  de  Waal,  a  white 
Reformed  cleric  and  a  close  colleague  of 
the  Rev.  Allan  Boesak,  said  that  the 
Anglican  Church  was  following  the 
example  of  »he  South  African  govern¬ 


ment  by  not  accepting  the  international 
recognition  of  Bishop  Tutu. 

“That  shocking  decision  revealed  that, 
although  in  name  a  multi-racial  church, 
the  Anglican  Church  is  in  the  hands  of 
white  domination,”  Mr.  de  Waal  said.  “It 
accepts  the  status  quo  and  rejects  the 
prophetic  voice  of  one  of  its  leading  black 
members.” 

A  week  before  the  election,  Dr.  Boesak, 
president  of  the  World  Alliance  of 
Reformed  Churches,  said  it  would  be 
“scandalous  and  unheard  of"  if  Bishop 
Tutu  were  not  elected. 


Pope  says  lust  blinds  couples 
to  deeper  truths  of  marriage 


From  Religious  News  Service 
VATICAN  CITY  —  Pope  John  Paul 
delivered  one  of  his  strongest  speeches  to 
date  Oct.  24  condemning  lust  and  lauding 
the  value  of  chastity  in  marriage. 

The  pope  continued  a  series  of  talks  on 
human  sexuality  and  birth  control,  with  a 
strong  attack  on  lust  in  marriage,  saying 
sex  makes  couples  blind  to  deeper  truths. 

“Lust  of  the  flesh,  insofar  as  it  seeks 
above  all  carnal  and  sensual  pleasures, 
makes  man  in  a  certain  sense  blind  and 
insensitive  to  the  deeper  values  which 
spring  from  love  and  which  at  the  same 
time  constitute  love  in  the  interior  truth 
that  is  its  own,”  John  Paul  said. 

His  speech  was  the  latest  in  a  series  he 


launched  in  July  to  clarify  and  reiterate 
the  church’s  rules  on  natural  birth  con¬ 
trol  and  his  views  on  the  place  of  sex  in 
marriage. 

The  pope  urged  married  couples  to 
exercise  great  control  over  their  impulse 
and  commit  themselves  to  periods  of 
abstinence. 

“Continence,  which  is  part  of  the  more 
general  virtue  of  temperance,  consists  of 
the  capacity  to  dominate,  control  and 
direct  the  sexual  drives  ( lust  of  the  flesh  > 
and  their  consequences  in  man’s  psycho¬ 
somatic  subjectivity,”  John  Paul  said. 
“Such  a  capacity,  insofar  as  it  is  a 
constant  disposition  of  will,  deserves  to 
be  called  virtue. 


Bishop  delivers  peace  dove 

MOSCOW  —  Bishop  Philip  R.  Cousin  of  the  African  Methodist  Church,/, 
president  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  gives  His  Holiness  Patriarch 
Pimem  of  Moscow  and  All  Russia  (Russian  Orthodox  Church)  a  stained-  , 
glass  dove  as  a  symbol  of  faith,  hope  and  peace.  The  presentation  came 
during  a  12-day  visit  to  the  Soviet  Union  by  representatives  of  the  National  ' 
Council.  The  14  U.S.  church  leaders  toured  various  Russian  sites  between 
Oct.  12  and  23.  (See  Reporter,  Nov.  2  and  9  for  more  details  about  the  trip.)  < 
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TV  parallel 

Global  Ministries  lends  aid  to  battered  woman  who  killed  boyfriend 


Klan,  Nazis  experience 
sharp  members  drop 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  United  Methodists  who 
watched  “The  Burning  Bed,”  a  made- 
for-television  movie  starring  Farrah 
Fawcett  as  a  victim  of  the  battered  wife 
syndrome,  may  see  certain  similarities 
with  a  recent  case  supported  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Frances  Young^  a  36-year-old  Sioux 
woman,  received  a  five-year  suspended 


sentence  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  Sept.  27.  She 
was  charged  with  first  degree  murder  in 
the  slaying  of  Tommy  Kirchner  and 
allowed  to  plead  guilty  to  reckless 
homicide. 

The  National  Division  had  put  up  $5,000 
toward  Ms.  Young’s  defense,  which 
was  handled  by  the  Center  for  Consti¬ 
tutional  Rights.  The  National  Council  of 
Churches  provided  $25,000  bail  after  she 
had  been  in  jail  four  months  awaiting 


trial. 

Mr.  Kirchner  was  shot  in  the  abdomen 
after  he  had  violently  abused  Ms.  Young 
on  Nov.  2,  1983.  Ms.  Young  said  she  be¬ 
lieved  her  safety  and  that  of  her  14-year- 
old  son  were  at  stake  when  she  took  a  22- 
caliber  rifle  and  shot  Kirchner.  He  died 
in  a  Louisville  hospital. 

Lenore  Walker,  author  of  “The 
Battered  Woman,”  said  during  the 
sentencing  hearing  that  the  shooting  was 


New  spiritual  program  for  UM  Men 
relates  faith  in  actions,  not  words 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILLE  —  Believing  that  United 
Methodist  men  can  relate  their  faith 
better  through  action  than  the  more 
typical,  verbally  oriented  ways  of  the 
church,  a  new  spiritual  formation  pro¬ 
gram  is  being  prepared  for  introduction 


next  summer  at  Purdue  University 
during  the  United  Methodist  Men’s 
every-four-year  conference. 

The  program  will  be  called  “The 
Mighty  Acts  of  God.” 

James  H.  Snead  Jr.,  the  denomina- 


Anglican  bishops  reaffirm  beliefs 


From  Lutheran  World  Information 
LONDON  —  Bishops  of  the  Church  of 
England,  the  country’s  national  church, 
reaffirmed  last  month  their  belief  in  the 
incarnation  and  resurrection  of  Jesus. 

Controversy  has  raged  in  recent 
months  over  whether  the  Anglican  con¬ 
fession,  representing  67  million  people 


Poem  of  the  week 

Calm  Psalm? 

By  RUTH  M.  WALSH 
Impatience  is 
Something  we’ve  got 
When  we’re  in  a  hurry, 

And  God  is  not! 


worldwide,  is  moving  away  from  tra¬ 
ditional  beliefs. 

A  statement  from  the  Church  of 
England’s  House  of  Bishops  repudiated 
the  results  of  a  recent  television  survey 
that  said  between  one  third  and  a  half  of 
31  bishops  questioned  took  a  liberal  view 
on  theological  issues. 

"The  incarnation  and  the  resurrection 
are  not  in  doubt  among  the  leadership  of 
our  church,”  the  statement  said. 

The  Bishop  of  Durham,  Dr.  David 
Jenkins,  outraged  traditionalists  before 
his  ordination  this  year  by  saying  that 
parts  of  the  Bible  need  not  be  taken 
liberally  and  belief  in  the  virgin  birth  and 
resurrection  were  not  essential  to 
Christianity. 


tion’s  national  men’s  program  executive, 
said  the  spiritual  formation  program  is 
based  on  action  rather  than  words  to  help 
men’s  groups  develop  more  hands-on 
ministries. 

In  his  keynote  address  at  a  national 
conference  of  United  Methodist  Men 
group  leaders  in  Nashville  last  month,  he 
reported  that  the  church’s  organization 
for  men  had  grown  by  15  percent  each  of 
the  last  few  years.  He  challenged  local 
and  regional  leaders  to  increase  the  level 
of  “manpower”  and  to  provide  training 
and  fellowship  opportunities  for  new 
members. 

In  the  closing  worship  of  the  two-day 
meeting,  the  Rev.  James  King,  associate 
council  director  of  the  Tennessee  confer¬ 
ence,  suggested  three  options  for  men’s 
ministries.  Citing  concern  about  mem¬ 
bership  loss,  Mr.  King  said  one  approach 
was  to  sit  down  and  “yak”  about  the 
problems.  “You  can  complain  like  the 
disciples  did  after  Jesus’  death,”  he  said. 

Another  response  would  be  to  “crawl  in 
a  sack”  and  ignore  the  situations.  Or, 
Mr.  King  said,  United  Methodist  Men 
could  “chose  to  act  out  of  love  and  out  of 
faith.” 


almost  a  textbook  case  of  spouse  abuse. 
She  said  Ms.  Young  was  isolated  from 
family  and  friends,  believed  she  was 
somehow  to  blame  for  Mr.  Kirchner’s 
abusive  behavior  and  had  witnessed 
abuse  in  her  own  family. 

According  to  a  report  filed  in  court  by 
Ms.  Walker.  Ms.  Young  was  10  when  she 
saw  her  older  brother  shoot  and  kill  their 
father  to  protect  their  mother  and  other 
family  members  from  physical  abuse. 

Jefferson  Circuit  Judge  John  Potter,  in 
imposing  sentence,  said  Ms.  Young  had  a 
“misperception  of  what  response  was  re¬ 
quired  to  protect  her  and  her  children  ” 
Calling  her  actions  “a  misguided 
attempt  at  self-defense,”  the  judge 
ordered  her  to  obtain  counseling  so  she 
could  “appropriately  handle”  an  abusive 
situation  if  it  recurs. 

Peggy  Halsey,  National  Division  staff 
member,  said  her  division  contributed  to 
Ms.  Young’s  defense  as  part  of  its 
commitment  to  ethnic  minority  persons 
and  to  battered  women  far  from  home 
without  a  supportive  community. 


From  Religious  News  Service 
DENVER  —  Membership  in  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan  and  the  neo-Nazi  movement 
has  dropped  sharply  in  recent  years,  but 
the  two  groups  continue  to  pose  threats  of 
violence,  says  a  new  report  issued  by  the 
Anti-Defamation  League  of  B’nai  B’rith 
The  report,  released  at  the  league’s 
national  executive  committee  meeting 
here,  said  Klan  membership  has  fallen 
by  about  one-third  in  the  last  two  years  to 
between  6,000  and  6,500.  The  neo-Nazi 
movement  has  suffered  an  even  greater 
numerical  decline  —  losing  about  half  its 
membership  since  1978  to  about  500 
nationwide. 

But  despite  these  membership  losses, 
the  league  noted  that  both  groups  are  still 
dangerous.  Klan  factions  are  considering 
a  campaign  of  terror  and  assassinations 
against  public  officials  and  civil  rights 
leaders,  and  the  neo-Nazis  are  continuing 
to  distribute  anti-Semitic  literature 
around  the  country. 

The  decline  in  Klan  strength  has  been 
particularly  notable  in  the  South,  its 
traditional  stronghold,  the  report  said  A 


leadership  void  in  Texas  has  brought 
Klan  operations  there  to  “virtual-, 
collapse."  and  the  hooded  empire  ; 
appears  to  be  “holding  its  own"  only  in”* 
Georgia  and  North  Carolina,  which  have 
about  300  and  120  active  Klan  members. 

An  even  greater  decline  has  taken. 
place  in  Klan  sympathizers,  the  report 
said.  At  public  Klan  rallies  and  demons 
strations,  the  ratio  of  non-members  to  . 
members  has  dropped  from  about  8-1  to  ; 
3-1  in  recent  years. 

The  neo-Nazis  have  splintered  into  at-, 
least  15  groups,  and  few  of  them  can  „• 
claim  as  many  as  a  dozen  members,  the 
report  said.  The  largest  of  these  groups  is..' 
the  “New  Order."  a  party  based  in 
Arlington,  Va  ,  the  successor  to  the 
original  neo-Nazi  group  founded  by 
George  Lincoln  Rockwell  in  1958. 

Justin  J.  Finger,  director  of  the-  • 
league’s  civil  rights  division,  said  the- 
information  compiled  about  the  Klan  and  • 
neo-Nazi  movements  has  been  shared^ 
with  appropriate  local  and  federal  law” 
enforcement  agencies,  including  the 
FBI. 


Dear  Deborah 

Cult  experience  reinforces  church  need 


History  of  Hymns 

Imagery  describes  4 wild 9  restless  sea 9 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Jesus  calls  us  o’er  the  tumult 
Of  our  life’s  wild,  restless 
sea; 

Day  by  day  his  sweet  voice 
soundeth, 

Saying,  “Christian,  follow 
me!" 

Jesus  walked  along  the  shores  of  the 
Sea  of  Galilee  and  saw  two  men  fishing, 
the  brothers,  Simon  and  Andrew.  Jesus 
invited  them,  fishermen  by  trade,  to 
leave  their  nets  and  come  with  him.  He 
promised  to  make  them  fishers  of  men 
And  they  two  followed  him. 

This  story,  recorded  by  the  gospel 
writers  Matthew,  Mark  and  Luke,  is  the 


the  stuarts 


basis  for  the  hymn  by  Cecil  Frances 
Alexander. 

The  Sea  of  Galilee  can  be  beautiful  and 
calm,  but  it  can  also  be  rough  and  fear¬ 
some.  It  is  this  imagery  that  Mrs.  Alex¬ 
ander  uses  in  describing  “life’s  wild, 
restless  sea." 

As  Andrew  and  Simon  responded  to 
Jesus’  invitation,  the  hymn  urges  us  to 
respond  and: 

Give  our  hearts  to  thine  obedience. 

Serve  and  love  thee  best  of  all. 

Mrs.  Alexander  was  born  in  Ireland. 
As  a  young  girl  she  showed  great  concern 
for  persons  in  unfortunate  circum¬ 
stances.  With  her  sister,  she  began  a 
school  for  the  deaf.  Many  miles  she 


walked  taking  food  to  the  hungry  and 
caring  for  those  who  were  ill. 

An  English  lecturer,  organist  and  re¬ 
citalist  composed  the  music  for  these 
words  in  1887.  William  J.  Jude  was  born 
in  Suffolk,  England,  and  his  musical  ca¬ 
reer  took  him  throughout  Great  Britain 
and  Australia  giving  recitals  and 
lectures. 

His  name  appears  in  our  hymnals  be¬ 
cause  of  this  hymn  tune  that  was  written 
almost  a  century  ago  for  Mrs.  Alex¬ 
ander’s  words,  “Jesus  Calls  Us  O’er  the 
Tumult."  The  tune  is  approximately 
named  "Galilee." 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN  : 

“We  Gather  Together " 


M 


BUSINESS  MEETING 
WILL  COME  TO  ORDER. 

OUR  DONATIONS  THIS 
PAST  YEAR  WERE 
UP  21.  .  . 


AND  LOST  17. 

THE  BANK  ISN’T  GOING  TO 
FORECLOSE  ON  OUR  LEASE, 
AND  THE  PASTOR  HAS 
CONSENTED  TO  STAY  ON 
ANOTHER  YEAR. 


Dear  Deborah : 

I  read  your  column,  and  1  hope  a  lot  of 
younger  people  do.  I  want  to  share  my 
experiences  with  them.  When  I  was  a 
freshman  in  college,  I  was  recruited  into 
a  cult  group,  quit  school  the  following 
year  and  spent  10  years  as  a  devoted 
member  of  this  closely  knit  group.  Under 
a  strong  leader  we  were  taught  to  lit¬ 
erally  worship.  We  all  worked  10  hours  a 
day.  All  money  went  to  the  leader,  and 
we  were  given  food,  shelter  and  even  our 
clothes. 

Two  years  ago  I  came  to  my  senses,  a 
story  too  long  to  tell  here,  but  it  finally 
happened.  My  husband  and  I  left  the 
group  in  fear  and  trembling  for  our  lives 
and  with  nothing  but  the  clothes  on  our 
backs.  We  sought  refuge  with  our  friends 
who  were  still  in  the  church  at  home.  We 
feel  that  we  lost  10  years  of  our  lives. 

Why  did  this  happen?  We  have  spent 
long  hours  trying  to  figure  it  all  out.  We 
feel  very  sad  about  the  hundreds  of  peo¬ 
ple  our  age  who  are  still  caught  up  in 
such  groups.  We  know  all  efforts  to  reach 
us  failed  for  10  years,  and  efforts  to 
change  us  made  us  more  rigid  in  our  ad¬ 
herence  to  the  leader.  It  seems  quite 
hopeless. 

Our  parents  were  not  to  blame.  Our 
church  was  not  to  blame.  All  we  can  say 
is,  “Thank  God!  Free  at  last!” 

Jerry  and  Alice  (not 
our  real  name) 

Dear  Jerry  and  Alice: 

I  praise  God  that  you  are  free  at 
last.  You  have  a  ministry  to  perform 
on  behalf  of  all  of  us  in  the  church  — 
if  you  are  willing  to  take  it  upon 
yourselves.  Help  us  to  work  together 
to  see  ourselves  as  young  persons 
see  us  —  what  is  so  lacking  that  it 
must  be  found  elsewhere? 

When  I  read  Matthew  12:43  45,  I 
am  aware  that  many  of  our 
churches  are  scarcely  more  than 
vacuums  —  empty  places  swept 
clean  leaving  empty  young  people 
vulnerable  to  every  false  doctrine 
and  tyrant.  Perhaps,  I  say  PER¬ 
HAPS,  we  reaped  what  we  had 
sown.  Indifference  to  beliefs  (“All 
religions  are  the  same  after  all”), 
lack  of  commitment  (“We  attend  as 
often  as  is  convenient “)  and,  worst 
of  all,  lack  of  passion.  We  have  been, 
and  are,  guilty  of  being  lukewarm 
adherents  to  our  faith. 


No  doubt  about  it,  we  must 
change.  And  the  church  will  not 
change  unless  each  member 
changes  also.  WE  are  the  body  of 
Christ  in  the  world.  We  have  all  the 
tools  we  need.  We  just  have  to  pas¬ 
sionately  want  to  change.  I  guess  I 
am  preaching,  but  your  situation 
touches  me  very  deeply.  We  all  need 
you  and  are  exceedingly  glad  you 
have  returned. 

That  doesn’t  quite  explain  it 
either.  Each  generation  seems  to 
evolve  procedures  of  worship  of  a 
similar  nature. 

We  may  wish  it  were  not  so,  but 


the  minister  sets  the  tone  of  the  ser¬ 
vice  by  his  or  her  style  and  commit¬ 
ment.  The  congregants,  largely  by 
their  response  to  that  leadership,  set 
the  atmosphere  of  the  church  as  a 
whole. 

Quality  of  preaching  may  not  be 
as  key  to  the  situation  as  the  passion 
and  warmth  of  the  preacher  and  the 
congregation.  Think  about  it. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 
orah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column* 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write:’' 
“Dear  Deborah,"  P.  O.  Box  660275,' 
Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


4 Religious  Right’ seeks 
posts  for  Reagan  support 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 

Religious  News  Service  Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON  -  A  leading  funda¬ 
mentalist  Christian  political  lobby  says 
its  members  will  seek  high-level  posi¬ 
tions  in  the  Reagan  administration  in 
return  for  their  part  in  the  president’s 
landslide  victory. 

“This  is  patronage,”  said  Gary  Jar- 
min,  a  representative  of  the  Christian 
Voice,  at  a  news  conference  the  day  after 
the  election.  “Let’s  face  it.” 

Mr.  Jarmin  said  that  the  Christian 
Voice,  which  was  credited  with  success¬ 
fully  defeating  key  liberal  senators  in  the 
1980  elections,  and  other  conservative 
Christian  groups  would  "work  on  getting 
key  appointments  to  agencies  that  would 
affect  our  issues  —  such  as  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Education.”  He  said.  “People 
are  policy,  and  that’s  the  reality." 

Colonel  Doner,  executive  director  of 
Christian  Voice,  which  claims  a 
membership  of  350,000,  said  that  Mr 
Reagan  “would  have  obviously  won  with¬ 
out  our  efforts. 

“But  he  would  not  have  had  the  man¬ 
date  he  has  without  us,"  he  added. 

Mr.  Doner  said  Christian  Voice  “made 
a  difference  in  about  a  dozen  and  one-half 
key  Senate  and  House  races"  in  which  it 
worked  for  conservative  Republican 
candidates.  Christian  Voice  reported 
that  it  won  21  of  the  27  congressional 
races  it  entered  and  credited  a  funda¬ 
mentalist  voter  regisration  drive  with 


the  re-election  of  Sen.  Jesse  Helms,  R* 
N.C.,  a  key  New  Right  leader. 

The  Reagan  administration  “will  be 
more  sensitive  to  our  desires"  in  its 
second  term,  Mr.  Doner  said.  Conser¬ 
vative  groups  will  continue  to  press  for 
key  priorities,  such  as  prayer  in  public1 
schools,  opposition  to  abortion  and  non-, 
registration  of  Christian  schools. 

Mr.  Doner  also  said  the  Reagan  land¬ 
slide  led  to  “a  political  realignment  com¬ 
ing  about  which  is  being  spearheaded  by 
the  Christian  community."  He  said  it 
•‘will  take  four  years  to  solidify"  the  win¬ 
ning  over  of  traditional  Democrats  to  the 
Republican  Party. 

Mr.  Doner  said  that  Christian  Voice  is,' 
preparing  a  nationwide  campaign  to 
encourage  conservative  Christians  to. 
become  more  involved  in  party  politics!: 
He  said  the  campaign  will  include: 
attempts  to  reach  Christians  through  ads* 
in  daily  newspapers  and  on  Christian 
radio  and  television  programs. 

As  an  example  of  their  influence,  he 
pointed  out  that  of  the  6,000  delegates  to 
the  state  Republican  convention 
Texas,  “one  thousand  were  Christians 
that  we  had  brought  in."  He  said  that  8( 
percent  of  the  thousand  were  “first 
time"  delegates 

Mr  Doner  said  the  political  efforts  of 
fundamentalist  groups  in  the  1986  mid¬ 
term  elections  will  be  “a  testing  ground’ 
for  their  primary  effort  to  exert  influence 
over  the  1988  Republican  Convention. 
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MacDonnell  United  Methodist 
Childrens  Services  Inc. 


From 

The  Executive  Director 


As  I  begin  our  annual  Thanksgiving 
report  to  you,  I  realize  that  so  much  has 
happened  this  past  year  that  I  hardly 
know  where  to  begin. 

This  past  Christmas  season  was  a  very 
exciting  one  here  at  MacDonell.  Every¬ 
one,  children  and  staff  included,  got  into 
the  Christmas  spirit.  The  children  made 
beautiful  wreaths  to  hang  in  their  cot¬ 
tages  along  with  their  other  decorations. 
Each  cottage  had  their  own  tree,  and 
everyone  had  a  wonderful  time  helping 
with  the  decorations.  At  the  children’s 
Annual  Christmas  Dinner,  we  invited  our 
Board  of  Directors  and  their  spouses. 
This  was  enjoyed  so  much  by  all,  that  we 
hope  to  make  it  a  tradition  from  now  on. 

After  Christmas,  when  all  the  bad 
weather  set  in,  almost  every  one  of  our 
buildings  was  damaged  in  one  way  or 
another,  whether  it  was  a  broken  pipe, 
frozen  waterline  or  some  such  thing. 
Thanks  to  the  support  we  received  during 
that  time,  we  were  able  to  get  the  repairs 
done  without  too  much  of  a  delay. 

This  past  April  we  held  our  Annual 
Open  House.  We  sincerely  thank  every¬ 
one  who  was  able  to  attend  and  make  this 
day  such  a  success.  The  date  for  our 
Annual  Open  House  has  been  set  for  the 
first  Sunday  after  Easter.  In  1985.  Open 
House  will  be  held  on  April  14th  from 
2:00-4.00  p.m.  Be  sure  to  mark  this  date 
on  your  calendar  as  we  hope  to  see  all  of 
you  here  for  this  event. 

In  May  we  sent  out  our  Summer 
mailing  asking  for  help  with  the 
renovations  of  Hooper  Cottage.  This  is 
our  emergency  shelter  cottage,  and 
houses  twelve  of  our  children.  Thanks  to 
the  support  we  received,  we  were  able  to 
renovate  their  kitchen  as  well  as  paint 
the  inside  and  outside  of  the  cottage.  At 
this  time  I’m  happy  to  report  that  these 
renovations  are  completed. 

The  first  week  of  June  the  children 
went  on  their  annual  camping  trip.  Again 
this  year  they  went  to  Camp  Timberlanes 
in  southern  Mississippi.  Included  in  their 
camp  activities  were  horseback  riding, 
swimming,  picnicking,  water  sliding, 
fishing,  hiking,  a  hayride  and  a  rodeo.  All 
in  all  it  was  a  fun-filled,  active  week  for 
everyone  involved. 

The  summer  program  this  year  was  a 
great  success.  The  children  worked  on 
many  different  types  of  crafts  and 
activities.  Some  of  the  crafts  they 
worked  on  were  ceramics,  woodwork, 
stained  glass,  macrame,  needlecraft  and 
doughart  just  to  name  a  few.  There  was 


also  cooking  classes  and  bike  repair 
classes  offered  for  those  interested  in 
these  fields. 

On  top  of  all  these  activities,  field  trips 
were  scheduled  for  every  Friday.  These 
included  trips  to  the  Audubon  Zoo,  Grand 
Isle,  the  Planetarium  and  the  State 
Capitol. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  summer  our 
area  YMCA  offered  us  a  membership  for 
all  our  children  at  a  “reduced”  rate 
Because  of  this  membership  our  children 
have  been  able  to  enjoy  many  hours  of 
swimming.  Also,  a  few  of  our  older 
children  who  are  interested  in  weight 
lifting  and  body  building  have  been  able 
to  take  advantage  of  the  “Y’s”  excellent 
gym  and  weight  equipment. 

In  early  August  the  children  and  a  few 
of  our  staff  visited  the  World’s  Fair.  All 
returned  in  high  spirits  and  talked  for  a 
week  about  the  exhibits  and  all  the  things 
that  they  saw. 

At  the  end  of  August  the  children  went 
on  their  back-to-school  shopping  sprees 
for  clothing  and  school  supplies. 
Everyone  looked  forward  to  the 
beginning  of  school  so  they  could  have  a 
“rest”  after  such  a  busy  summer ! 

Early  October  saw  what  has  become 
our  children’s  Annual  Open  House  which 
is  held  in  our  recreation  building.  Downs 
Hall.  Invitations  are  sent  out  to  the 
teachers.  Principals,  and  Social  Workers 
to  come  and  view  the  crafts  the  children 
worked  on  during  the  summer.  This  Open 
House  is  such  that  it  allows  the  teachers 
to  see  where  the  children  live,  and  to  get 
some  perspectives  on  what  interests  they 
have. 

On  Thanksgiving  Day  the  children  will 
be  attending  the  circus  in  New  Orleans. 
This  has  become  an  annual  excursion  for 
our  children  thanks  to  the  generosity  of 
some  of  our  supporters. 

I  have  had  the  opportunity  to  visit 
many  of  your  churches  this  past  year  in 
order  to  acquaint  you  with  the  problems, 
not  only  at  MacDonell,  but  with  all 
church  related  agencies  that  rely  on  the 
State  for  the  bulk  of  their  support. 
Because  of  cuts  in  funding,  and  the  rules, 
regulations  and  restrictions  set  on  us  by 
the  State,  we  find  ourselves  becoming 
more  dependent  on  public  funds  in  order 
to  continue  our  programs  in  the  name  of 
the  Church.  We  are  thankful,  of  course, 
for  the  many  blessings  we  have  received 
throughout  the  year,  and  for  the 
generosity  of  many  of  you.  However, 
until  MacDonell  can  become  financially 
independent  from  the  State,  there  will 


G.  J.  Bridges.  MSSW.  ACSW.  BC’SW 
Executive  Director. 


always  be  the  danger  that,  although  we 
operate  in  the  name  of  the  church,  the 
State  can  come  in  and  tell  us  what  we  can 
and  cannot  do. 

We  at  MacDonell  see  ourselves  as 
being  involved  in  a  redemptive  ministry, 
helping  to  heal  the  emotional,  and 
sometimes  physical  wounds  of  our 
children.  It  has  been  our  contention  that, 
though  the  State  provides  the  same 
services  as  the  Church,  we  provide  it  in 
the  name  of  Christ.  It  is  extremely 
important  if  any  of  you  feel  it's  the 
responsibility  of  the  Church  to  care  for 
damaged  children,  that  you  remember 
those  children  when  you  are  planning  for 
the  deposition  of  your  estates,  your  tax 
planning  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  in 
general  —  your  charitable  contributions. 
If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more 
about  the  ways  you  can  give,  we  have  a 
brochure  that  will  answer  your 
questions.  We  would  be  happy  to  send 
you  a  copy.  Or,  if  you  would  prefer,  you 
can  call  me  and  I  will  discuss  this  with 
you. 

MacDonell  was  founded  in  1919  out  of  a 
real  concern  to  meet  the  needs  of  people 
that  were  not  being  met.  Throughout  the 
year  we  continue  to  evaluate  and  assess 
what  we  are  doing,  whether  all  needs  are 
being  met  by  these  public  bodies,  and  in 
turn,  changing  our  program  accordingly. 
During  the  week  of  October  22,  the 
Women’s  Division,  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  has  scheduled  us  for  a  feasi¬ 
bility  study.  This  study  is  to  justify  the 
expense  of  the  bulk-heading  that  needs  to 
be  done  along  the  Intracoastal  Canal  due 
to  the  terrible  erosion  problem  that  is 
occurring.  As  is  evident,  we  are  still  in 
the  process  of  growing  and  developing. 

There  are  still  so  many  unmet  needs 
for  these  children  that  cannot  be  met 
without  the  funds  to  accomplish  them.  I 
genuinely  hope  that  when  you  sit  down 
with  your  family  on  Thanksgiving  Day  to 
share  and  give  thanks  for  your  bounty, 
that  you  will  think  of  those  who  are  very 
much  in  need  of  your  prayers  and  giving. 


The  children’s  Annual  Christmas  Dinner  with  the  Board  of  Directors  and  their  spouses  attending. 


Saddling  up  for  the  trails. 


Water  Slide  at  Camp. 


Memorial  Walk  borders  the  Intracoastal  Canal  waters.  These  trees  may  be  named  in  memory  of  a  loved  one  for  $500.00  or  more. 


Holidays  Are  Celebrated 

The  children  celebrated  Halloween  by  decorating  a  Christmas  atmosphere  with  a  tree  and  presents.  These 
room  with  ghosts  and  goblins.  are  placed  in  McGowan  Hall,  with  the  children  in  the 

Christmas  is  celebrated  each  year  by  bringing  in  the  background. 

With  a  Thankful  Heart 

I  Dear  Mr.  Bridges: 

•  In  Thanksgiving  for  being  able  to  provide  for  the  services  of  MacDonell  rather  than  needing  them,  I  wish  to  send  this  gilt 
j  every: 

!  DWeek  □  Month  □  Year 

j  Thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to  help. 

I  NAME: _ _ _ _ _ _ 

j  ADDRESS: _ — - - - 


STATE: _ ZIP: 


J  Send  to:  MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children’s  Services,  Inc.,  j 

I  1210  East  Main  St.,  Houma,  LA  70363  I 

_ _ _ J 
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Faith  UM  Church  Organized 


The  87  persons  who  became  charter  members  of  the  Faith  United  Methodist  Church 
in  West  Monroe  are  shown  being  given  the  vows  of  membership  by  Pastor  Jack 
O’Dell,  center,  and  Dr.  Doug  McGuire,  Monroe  District  Superintendent,  to  the  feft. 

The  organization  of  the  new  congregation  look  place  on  Sunday,  October  7,  with  123 
persons,  who  braved  the  rainy  day,  present.  Rev.  O’Dell  received  14  adults  and  youth 
on  first  profession  of  faith;  thirteen  from  other  denominations;  and  60  from  other 
United  Methodist  Churches. 


New  Parsonage  Consecrated  At  Welsh 


The  Welsh  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  of  Vinton,  consecrated  its  new 
parsonage  on  Sunday,  October  21st  at  1:00  p.m.  Dr.  Woodrow  W.  Smith, 
Superintendent  of  the  Lake  Charles  District,  was  the  guest  speaker  and  minister  for 
the  morning  worship  hour,  speaking  on  the  subject,  "We  Are  What  We  Believe.”  The 
covered  dish  noon  meal  was  enjoved  in  the  church’s  Campbell  Memorial  Fellowship 
Hall. 


At  the  prescribed  time  all  walked  to  the  parsonage  for  its  consecration.  The  Office 
of  Consecration  was  conducted  by  Dr.  Smith.  Assisting  him  were  the  Rev.  Joe 
Rountree,  former  pastor  of  the  Vinton  church  and  presently  the  pastor  of  the  church  at 
Gueydan,  and  the  Rev.  Raymond  M.  Crofoot,  present  pastor  of  the  Vinton  church. 

In  the  picture,  from  left  to  right  are:  Rev.  Crofoot,  Mr.  S.  John  W'elsh,  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Vinton  church.  Dr.  Smith,  and  Rev.  Rountree. 

Investiture  Video  Tape  Available 

The  edited  video  tapes  of  Bishop  Underwood's  Investiture  Service  are  now 
available.  One  VHS  ( >2  inch)  copy  will  be  placed  in  each  district  and  may  be  ordered 
through  the  district  superintendent.  Also,  additional  copies  will  be  available  through 
the  Conference  Resource  Center  at  no  rental  cost  but  only  for  postage. 

The  program  was  produced  by  Elwood  Fleming.  Camera  team  one  included  Penn 
Morgan,  director,  and  Linda  Crum;  Camera  team  two  consisted  of  Elwood  Fleming, 
director,  Todd  Tarter,  camera,  and  Jim  Steiner,  audio.  Tom  Jackson  assisted  the 
video  crews  and  was  responsible  for  the  still  photos  taken  of  the  event,  some  of  which 
were  used  in  the  November  9,  issue  of  the  paper. 


COMING  NEXT  WEEK  - 
SPECIAL  CFA  SUPPLEMENT 
“WHERE  DOES  THE  MONEY  GO?” 
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Linda  Crum, 
Editorial  Assistant 


527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


What  If  Christmas  Were  A  Time  When . . . . 


Norris  On  Publication  Board 


Nashville,  Tennessee  —  Alfred  L.  Norris,  New  Orleans,  looks  over  Volume  I  of  the 
Wesley  Works  series  with  Robert  K.  Feaster  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  General 
Board  of  Publication  here.  Norris  is  a  member  of  the  board  and  Feaster  is  president 
and  publisher  of  The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 


Centenary  Report 


New  MBA  Degree  Offered 

By  ALLISON  WATSON 

Centenary  College  of  Shreveport,  La., 
has  announced  a  program  leading  to  the 
master  of  business  administration 
degree  that  college  officials  believe  is  the 
only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  nation. 

The  program,  which  began  Nov.  5  and 
will  eventually  replace  the  160-year-old 
Methodist  college’s  existing  MBA 
program,  includes  15  practical  courses 
that  people  who  work  full  time  can 
complete  in  as  little  as  .18  months. 

Dr.  Barrie  Richardson,  dean  of  Cen¬ 
tenary’s  School  of  Business,  said  the  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  limited  to  100  students  who 
hold  bachelor’s  degrees  in  any  field  and 
who  are  accepted  on  the  basis  of 
interviews.  No  prerequisite  courses  or 
graduate  exams  are  required. 

The  new  MBA  program  is  designed  for 
people  who  are  working  and  want  to 
advance,  for  those  who  want  to  re-enter 
the  labor  market,  and  for  those  who  want 
to  change  careers. 

Dr.  Richardson  redesigned  Cen¬ 
tenary’s  MBA  curriculum  to  include  a 
master’s  thesis  as  an  entrepreneurial 
project  in  which  teams  of  students  will 
actually  set  up  businesses  and  will  be 
graded  by  area  businesspersons. 

McPherson  Named 
To  Biology  Chair 

Dr.  A.  Bradley  McPherson  was  in¬ 
stalled  as  the  Mary  Warters  Professor  of 
Biology  at  Centenary  College  Thursday, 

Sunday  School 
Lessons  Move  To 
Video  In  March 

The  International  Sunday  School 
lessons,  which  have  been  temporarily 
discontinued  on  television,  will  begin 
again  with  the  March  quarter.  Due  to  a 
lack  of  funding,  for  satellite  time,  the 
programs  will  be  produced  by  the  Board 
of  Discipleship  on  videotape,  which  may 
be  used  in  individual  churches  by 
subscription,  or  in  some  instances  on 
local  cable  systems.  Further  information 
will  be  forthcoming. 


September  6,  at  the  President’s  Convo¬ 
cation. 

The  event  took  place  in  Brown  Chapel, 
after  an  academic  procession  of  gradu¬ 
ating  seniors,  faculty,  and  staff.  Leading 
the  procession  was  Dr.  Webb  Pomerogy, 
faculty  marshall,  and  Professor  Willard 
Cooper,  grand  marshall. 

The  Mary  Warters  Endowed  Chair  of 
Biology  was  established  through  the 
generosity  of  over  150  donors  who  gave 
some  $500,000  to  establish  the  chair  and 
honor  one  of  Centenary’s  all-time  great 
professors. 


Pictorial 

Directories  Arrive 

The  new  Pictorial  Directories 
have  been  sent  out  in  the  November 
Coordinated  Mailing.  Only  those 
ministers  whose  pictures  are  in  the 
Directory  will  receive  a  free  copy. 
Others  desiring  one  may  purchase 
such  from  the  Council  on  Ministries 
office  for  $2.50  each. 


World  Service 
GIVING  is  LOVING  - 


your  neighbor  as  well  as  yourself. 


New  Book  Recommended 
for  Planning  Retreats 

A  Planning  Retreat  may  take  the  form  of  a  one-day  affair  or  it  may  involve 
a  complete  weekend.  This  decision  and  the  planning  of  events,  will  rest  with  the 
local  church  Council  on  Ministries.  As  your  church  makes  plans  for  such  a 
meeting  I  would  like  to  recommend  that  you  as  pastor,  and  Chairperson  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries,  purchase  a  copy  of  the  book.  Twelve  Wavs  To  An 
Effective  Church,  by  Kennon  L.  Callahan.  It  can  be  secured  from  Cokesburv  for 
$11.95. 

This  little  volume  will  help  you  see  how  your  church  can  be  more  effective  in 
its  ministry.  It  will  help  you  claim  your  present  strengths  as  you  plan  and  move 
forward  in  ministry  and  mission.  This  book  provides  ideas,  tips,  suggestions, 
and  directions  for  long-range  planning  which  can  benefit  any  congregation. 

The  author,  Dr.  Callahan,  has  served  churches  in  the  rural  and  large  city 
settings.  He  has  received  training  as  a  pastor,  theologian,  and  administrator 
One  cannot  read  his  book  without  realizing  that  he  speaks  with  authority  and 
experience  and  has  much  to  offer  a  church  in  its  planning  for  the  80’s. 

I  heartily  recommend  this  book  to  you!  It  will  stimulate  the  "planning 
process"  for  the  leaders  of  your  congregation  and  help  you  develop  a  more 
effective  church! 

Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson 
Director.  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries 


Instead  of  spending  over  $20  billion  buying  gifts  for  family  and  friends 
who  have  no  need  of  them,  we  diverted  our  resources  to  those  whose  needs 
are  great? 

Instead  of  being  caught  up  in  frantic  rounds  of  parties  and  shopping,  we 
used  the  season  to  reflect  on  the  meaning  of  Christ’s  birth? 

Instead  of  succumbing  to  the  pressure  of  our  consumer  culture,  which 
makes  us  feel  that  we  must  buy  more  and  more  in  order  to  be  real,  we 
focused  on  the  reality  of  most  of  the  world’s  people,  who  are  struggling 
merely  to  survive? 

Instead  of  looking  for  joy  in  a  pile  of  ribbons  and  paper,  we  found  joy 
through  inner  transformation  and  renewed  commitment? 

Over  the  last  four  years  Alternatives  has  worked  in  cooperation  with  a 
dozen  different  denominations  to  provide  resources  annually  for  over  7,000 
churches  who  want  to  say  “no"  to  the  commercialization  of  one  of  our 
holiest  days.  The  following  items  will  offer  you  a  strategy  for  making 
critical  changes  in  your  church,  group  or  community. 

Pack  One,  Whose  Birthday  Is  It,  Anyway?  is  an  introductory  resource 
which  challenges  the  commercialization  of  Christmas  and  recommends  a 
diversion  of  Christmas  spending  to  those  who  really  need  it. 

Pack  Two,  The  Light  Not  Overcome  by  Darkness,  is  a  second-level 
resource  designed  to  encourge  and  inspire  congregations  who  want  to  make 
Christmas  a  time  of  renewed  commitment  to  a  more  just  world.  This  packet 
emphasizes  work  beyond  the  congregation  in  the  family  and  through 
community  outreach. 

A  new  filmstrip,  “Have  Yourself  a  Merry  Little  Christmas,"  is  a  powerful 
and  thought-provoking  way  to  present  your  concerns  about  the 
commercialization  of  Christmas  to  church  school  classes,  workshops,  or 
study  groups. 

Additional  resources  include  “Christmas  and  Santa  Claus,”  “Planning  a 
Community  Christmas  Festival,"  the  Alternate  Celebrations  Catalogue, 
the  Alternatives  Newsletter,  the  Alternative  Celebrations  Calendar  and  The 
Celebration  Revolution  of  Alexander  Scrooge. 

These  may  be  ordered  from  Discipleship  Resources,  1908  Grand  Avenue, 
P.O.  Box  189,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37202;  (615  )  327-2700. 


United  Methodist 
Student  Day 
November  25, 1984 

inaugurating  the  Bicentennial 
Scholars  Program 


which  provides  2,000  scholarships  to  students  attending  United 
Methodist  colleges  and  universities  (in  addition  to  the  existing  loans 
and  scholarships  program). 


Give  generously  on  United  Methodist  Student  Day  to  launch  a  bold 
new  program  for  United  Methodism's  next  100  years! 

For  Information  writs: 

Dr.  Esther  Edwards.  Office  ot  Loans  and  Scholarships 
PO.  Box  871  •  Nashville,  TN  37202  •  615-327-2700 


A  Word  Of  Appreciation 


To  Dr.  Albert  Trickett,  who  completes 
his  series  of  the  International  Sunday 
School  Lessons  with  this  week’s  article. 


By  ALBERT  TRICKETT 

II  Thessalonians  2:1-15 

Today  we  complete  our  three  lesson 
series  on  Paul’s  letters  of  advice  and 
guidance  to  the  people  at  Thessalonica. 
Since  he  was  (in  these  three  lessons) 
dealing  with  matters  relating  to  the 
“end-time,”  he  wrote  using  apocalyptic 
terms,  some  of  which  are  not  so  easy  for 
us  to  understand. 

For  one,  Paul  mentions  the  antichrist, 
an  evil  person  who  precedes  the  final 
struggle  and  the  final  disposition  of  Satan. 
(Paul  emphasizes  that  Christ  will  con¬ 
quer  Satan  and  that  all  who  are  loyal  to 
Christ  will  join  him  in  eternal  bliss  and 
all  those  who  serve  Satan  will  be  lost  for¬ 
ever.  )  Paul  calls  this  antichrist  the  man 
of  lawlessness. 

In  the  centuries  which  have  come  and 
gone,  we  have  seen  that  practically 
every  generation  has  identified  some 
particularly  evil  person  as  the  antichrist. 
In  the  First  World  War,  it  was  Kaiser 
Wilhelm.  In  the  Second  World  War,  it 
was  Hitler,  Mussolini  and  Tojo  (later  it 
became  Stalin).  Of  course,  this  identity 
was  determined  from  the  perspective  of 
those  who  had  suffered  because  of  these 
persons.  Strangely  enough,  during  the 
Protestant  Reformation,  both  the  Pope 
and  Luther  were  called  the  antichrist  by 
opposing  sides. 

It’s  interesting  to  note  that  in  most 
wars,  each  side  in  the  conflict  claimed 
that  "God  is  on  our  side.”  This  was 
shown  most  vividly  in  the  motion  picture 
“The  Longest  Day”  (this  portrayed  the 
Normandy  invasion  of  the  Second  World 
War)  for  in  this  film  French,  English, 
American  and  German  soldiers 
individually  expressed  confidence  in 
their  ultimate  victory  because  “God  is  on 
our  side.”  So,  the  “antichrist”  is  so  often 
identified  by  the  interpreter’s 
perspective. 

In  this  passage  of  scripture,  Paul 
responds  to  a  variety  of  beliefs,  i.e.,  those 
persons  who  held  that  the  day  of  the  Lord 
had  already  come,  and  others  who  said  it 


He  has  made  the  series  one  of  the  most 
popular  features  of  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist.  Thanks  A1 ! 

—The  Editor 


was  just  about  to  take  place.  Paul  says 
that  it  has  not  come  because  the  events 
which  are  to  precede  it  have  not  hap¬ 
pened.  The  man  of  lawlessness  (anti¬ 
christ)  must  first  be  revealed  and  re¬ 
leased  by  the  forces  of  the  one 
"who  now  restrains  it.”  For  only  after 
the  antichrist  is  released  and  attacks  the 
Lord  (by  defying  God  and  claiming  to  be 
God)  will  the  Christ  come  to  “slay  him 
with  the  breath  of  his  mouth  and  destroy 
him  by  his  appearing  and  his  coming.” 
So,  says  Paul,  the  four  stages  must  take 
place:  (l)the  rebellion  must  come, 

(2)  the  antichrist  must  be  revealed, 

(3)  the  antichrist  must  overcome  the 
forces  which  presently  restrain  him,  and 

(4)  the  Lord  Jesus  will  slay  him. 

At  the  time  of  Paul’s  writing  several 
identities  of  the  antichrist  were  being  put 
forward.  Some  people  thought  he  was 
Judaism  since  Judaism  was  so  often 
causing  Christians  to  be  persecuted. 
Others  thought  the  Roman  Empire  itself 
but  there  is  evidence  that  Paul  saw  the 
structure  of  the  Empire  to  be  the  “re- 
strainer”  which  kept  the  antichrist  in 
check.  After  all,  the  Empire  stood  for 
order  and  law.  Still  others  saw  Caligula 
to  be  the  antichrist  for  he  was  one  of  the 
worst  of  the  persecutors.  Paul  writes  to 
the  people  of  Thessalonica  to  assure 
them  that  all  would  be  revealed  to  them 
who  patiently  awaited  the  Lord’s  coming 
and,  as  they  waited,  prepared  them¬ 
selves  for  an  eternity  of  glory  by  living 
good  lives. 

Essentially,  his  message  is  that  there 
are  both  good  and  bad  forces  in  the  world 
but,  in  the  end,  God  and  goodness  will 
triumph.  Christ  Jesus  will  be  Lord  over 
all  and  all  persons  will  be  judged  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  relationship  with  Him.  So, 
judgment  is  a  part  of  Paul's  message  but 
he  makes  it  very  clear  to  us  that  we  judge 
ourselves  by  our  actions,  thoughts  and 
motives.  Much  of  this  self-inflicted 
judgment  comes  from  moral  compro¬ 
mise.  Therefore,  we  (as  the  Thessa¬ 
lonians)  must  hold  on  to  the  truth  which 
is  Christ  Jesus. 


International  Lesson  Series 


PACE  2 


momk Mmmsssssus>v»smmE 

Seek  guidance  as  well  as  give  thanks 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


In  our  "land  of  plenty,”  poverty  re¬ 
mains  the  plight  of  far  too  many  people. 

That  is  the  heart  of  a  draft  pastoral  let¬ 
ter  recently  released  by  the  nation's 
Roman  Catholic  bishops  calling  for 
greater  "economic  democracy”  in  the 
United  States  (see  related  article  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue). 

The  draft,  entitled  “Catholic  Social 
Teaching  and  the  U.S.  Economy,”  is  sub¬ 
ject  to  public  comment  and  revision 
during  the  next  year.  If  approved  next 
fall  by  80  percent  of  the  bishops,  the  docu¬ 
ment  will  become  an  "official  teaching 
document”  for  Roman  Catholics.  It  also 
is  likely  to  be  an  important  resource 
among  non-Catholic  Christians. 

Regardless  of  one's  assessment  of  the 
Catholic  bishops’  document  —  it  already 
has  critics  and  supporters  from  all  points 
of  the  theological  and  political  spectrum 
—  the  bishops  are  to  be  commended  for 
their  efforts  to  bring  Christian  teaching 
to  bear  on  complex  economic  issues. 

The  Catholic  bishops  likewise  are  to  be 
commended  for  involving  a  broad  seg¬ 


ment  of  their  church’s  laity  and  clergy  in 
producing  the  letter  and  for  their  will¬ 
ingness  to  expose  their  document  to  pub¬ 
lic  scrutiny. 

In  sum,  the  Catholic  bishops  have  once 
again  demonstrated  what  it  means  for 
religious  leaders  to  exhibit  effective 
moral  leadership.  We  hope  large  num¬ 
bers  of  Christians  will  use  this  document 
during  the  coming  year  as  a  basis  for  dis¬ 
cussing  the  appropriate  relationship  be¬ 
tween  faith  and  economics. 

The  Thanksgiving  season  reminds  us 
that  the  United  States  has  abundant 
wealth  and  opportunity.  The  Catholic 
bishops’  statement  provides  us  with 
another  reminder:  Not  everyone  shares 
equally  in  that  abundance,  and  some, 
through  no  fault  of  their  own,  suffer  seri¬ 
ous  material  deprivation. 

As  we  give  thanks  this  year  for  our 
blessings,  we  also  should  seek  God’s 
guidance  in  the  development  of  greater 
justice  and  equity  in  the  distribution  of 
our  economic  resources. 
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Here  I  Stand 

Let’s  send  back  the  church  clowns 


Concern  can  take  many  forms 


The  bluntness  of  a  Pennsylvania  Luth¬ 
eran  pastor's  recent  actions,  as  con¬ 
trasted  with  the  careful  deliberative 
study  of  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops, 
shows  that  Christians  concern  can  take 
many  forms  ( see  preceding  editoral ) . 

The  Rev.  D.  Douglas  Roth  received 
widespread  media  attention  for  his  90- 
day  contempt-of-court  jail  sentence  for 
refusing  to  vacate  his  pulpit  on  orders 
from  his  denominational  superior  The 
church  action  was  taken  after  half  of  his 
congregation  petitioned  for  his  removal. 

Mr.  Roth's  arrest  was  the  latest  epi¬ 
sode  in  recent  controversial  efforts  to 
bring  his  understanding  of  "economic 
democracy”  to  the  depressed  Pittsburgh 
suburb  of  Clairton,  Pa  Mr.  Roth  was  one 
of  a  group  of  pastors  charging  large  cor¬ 
porations  with  deliberately  weakening 
the  job  market.  He  is  convinced  that 
Jesus  would  never  be  on  the  side  of  the 


corporations  and  always  on  the  side  of 
the  poor. 

As  Christians,  we  need  not  endorse  Mr. 
Roth's  views  or  methods.  Nor  need  we 
agree  with  all  the  specific  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  the  Catholic  bishops.  However. 
Mr.  Roth  and  the  bishops  each  offer  in 
their  own  way  an  important  reminder: 
Human  poverty  can  never  properly  be  a 
matter  of  indifference  for  Christians. 

As  followers  of  Christ,  we  each  should 
feel  a  passionate  concern  for  those  whose 
lives  are  gripped  by  poverty.  We  each 
are  called  to  work  in  our  own  way  to  alle¬ 
viate  economic  suffering  in  our  commu¬ 
nities.  At  times  this  calling  may  require 
us  to  take  positions  that  appear  foolish  by 
the  world's  standards.  In  some  cases  it 
may  even  require  us  to  recognize  and 
overcome  contradictions  between  our 
own  economic  priorities  and  our  reli¬ 
gious  faith. 

My  Witness 


By  GORDON  W.  KNAPP 

A  friend  told  me  that  he  once  attended 
a  wedding  at  which  the  couple  had 
chosen  a  most  unusual  processional.  It 
was  the  popular  ballad,  "Send  in  the 
Clowns.”  (He  added  that  the  song  was 
highly  appropriate  in  that  case. ) 

At  the  risk  of  sound¬ 
ing  stuffy,  humorless 
and  a  bit  antique,  I 
want  to  raise  a  few 
questions  about  the 
influx  of  clowns 
vading  church  func¬ 
tions  these  days! 

Those  participating! 
in  a  "clown  minis- 1 
try,”  for  example,  Gordon  Knapp 
may  have  the  best  of  intentions  and  a  pro¬ 
found  sense  of  purpose  in  their  efforts  to 
convey  the  Gospel  message  in  baggy 
britches.  Their  prancing  presence,  how¬ 
ever,  transmits  some  signals  which  are 
highly  questionable. 

Is  the  Christian  call  for  personal  au¬ 
thenticity  well  served  by  parading  about 
in  a  mask  of  grease  paint?  Anonymity  al¬ 
lows  some  pretty  timid  and  tense  people 
to  free  themselves  from  inhibitions  that 
may  bind  them.  However,  what  good  is  it 
to  find  such  release  if  it  must  come  in  the 


guise  of  being  somebody  else? 

Clowns  are  marvelous  in  exagger¬ 
atedly  demonstrating  the  petty  foibles 
of  humankind.  But  do  they  possess  the 
capability  of  plummeting  the  depths  of 
human  nature? 

Is  it  possible  that  in  our  time  of  "cheap 
grace,”  the  indiscriminate  acceptance 
and  rosy  good  feeling  generated  by 
clowns  mirror  the  theological  mood  in 
mainline  churches?  Should  anyone  ap¬ 
plaud  this  distortion  of  the  gospel,  even 
when  it  comes  "clowning  around”? 

Awful  realities  of  life  are  regularly  dis¬ 
guised  in  euphemistic  terms  by  our  cul¬ 
ture.  The  ghastly  specter  of  war  becomes 
the  polite  "projection  of  power.”  Old 
fashioned  adultery  is  now  a  socially  ac¬ 
ceptable  "affair.”  How  does  the  church 
confront  evil  in  disguise?  We  use  the  gos¬ 
pel  in  grease  paint.  We  "send  in  the 
clowns”  and  wonder  why  theworld  laughs. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  if  we  must  take  our 
models  of  ministry  from  the  circus  we 
could  do  better  than  clowns.  How  about  a 
society  of  ecclesiastical  lion  tamers  who 
are  adept  at  bringing  the  bestialities  of 
the  world  to  heel? 

How  about  a  coterie  of  tightrope 
walkers  who  can  keep  their  balance  at  a 
time  when  people  are  apt  to  fall  into  the 


” Here  I  Sland"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  Gordon  W.  Knapp,  is  pastor 
of  St.  Paul's  UMC,  in  Ithaca,  New  York 
(Central  New  York  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,''  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275.  _ 

moral  abyss  of  extremism? 

Or  how  about  an  association  of  spir¬ 
itual  trapeze  artists  who  amaze  others  by 
their  audacious  leaps  of  faith  in  the  face 
of  those  "cultured  despisers”  who  scorn 
faifh?  These  are  all  possibilities,  yet  it 
may  be  better  for  the  circus  to  remain 
the  circus  and  the  church  to  be  the 
church. 

United  Methodism  does  not  lack  • 
clowns.  Even  without  the  painted  faces 
and  baggy  pants  they  can  be  seen  at  Gen¬ 
eral,  Jurisdictional  and  Annual  Confer¬ 
ences.  Their  antics  are  on  display  at  ad¬ 
ministrative  board  meetings  and  church 
school  sessions.  We  have  clowns  aplenty. 
We  need  no  organized  invasion  from 
clowndom.  Let’s  send  back  the  clowns ! 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Starving  people  should  never  be  out  of  mind 


To  the  Editor: 

Last  night  on  the  television  news  I  saw 
a  little  more  in-depth  view  of  the  starva¬ 
tion  in  Ethiopia.  Meager  cans  of  food  sup¬ 
plies  were  shown  arriving  from  mission 
agencies  and  a  tiny  portion  of  the  hun¬ 
dreds  of  starving  people  —  emaciated, 
bleak-faced,  hopeless-eyed  —  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  go  to  the  other  side  of  a  fence  to 
receive  their  portion.  In  the  meantime, 
the  vast,  remaining  majority  could  only 
look  on  in  silence  —  with  nothing ! 

As  I  read  Roy  Beck's  Oct.  26  article 
headlined  "Africa  in  crisis  as  starvation 


Psalm  eases  difficult  leave-taking 


By  WILLIAM  C.  SANFORD 

Oroville,  California,  had  been  home  for 
Mom  for  more  than  50  years.  It  was  the 
place  her  family  —  my  sister  and  I  —  had 
grown  up.  It  was  the  community  in  which 
she  and  Dad  built  their  first  house  and 
.  later  bought  another.  It  was  where  many 
of  her  closest  and  dearest  friends  lived.  It 
was  where  Dad  died  in  1965. 

Moreover,  the! 

First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Oroville  1 
had  a  very  special  I 
place  in  Mom’s  affec- 1 
tions.  She  had  served 
it  in  a  multitude  of  I 
ways.  And  it  had  I 
served  her  back,  giv-  jf  a 
ing  her  friends,  nour-  /  /  •  .£ 

ishing  her  faith,  eas-  William  Sanford 
ing  her  grief,  appreciating  her  talents. 

The  church  stood  on  land  my  parents 
had  owned  for  many  years  before  selling 
it  to  the  congregation.  Back  of  the  main 
church  plant  an  outdoor  chapel  bore  the 
name  "Sanford  Memorial”  in  remem¬ 
brance  of  Dad.  Even  when  arthritis 
made  Mom  depend  on  a  walker,  she  was 
predictably  present  for  sen-ices  Sunday- 
after  Sunday. 

Memories  were  everywhere 

The  local  schools  stirred  recollections 
Mom  had  worked  a  number  of  years  as 
school  librarian  and  had  substituted  in 
various  classrooms. 

So.  town  and  country,  church  and 
school,  house  and  yard  —  everywhere 
memories!  Could  all  this  be  left?  Could 
one  simply  get  in  a  car  and  drive  away 
from  it  all.  with  the  likelihood  of  never 
returning? 

Those  were  the  questions  burdening 
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Mom.  mv  sister  and  me  last  October 
1 1983 ) .  In  the  spring  Mom  had  celebrated 
her  89th  birthday.  She  seemed  to  be  man¬ 
aging  well  —  with  help.  A  woman  came 
in  for  several  hours  of  work  weekday- 
mornings.  Men  and  boys,  kind  of  "catch 
as  catch  can,”  kept  the  yard  in  present¬ 
able  condition. 

But  as  the  summer  withered  away. 
Mom  took  several  falls.  Once  injuries 
forced  a  short  hospitalization.  Close 
friends  noted  a  decrease  in  her  mental 
quickness,  especially  toward  evening 
when  she  tired.  Personal  business  mat¬ 
ters,  once  simple,  now  loomed  as 
mountains. 

Time  had  come  to  move 

The  decision  to  be  made,  while  by  no 
means  easy,  was  at  least  clear.  Mom 
could  no  longer  continue  to  manage  her 
home  alone.  The  time  had  come  to  move. 
But  move  where? 

Some  kind  of  care  facility  in  the  com¬ 
munity  would  offer  plusses.  Principally 
it  would  offer  Mom  proximity  to  dear 
friends,  to  her  beloved  church  and  to  all 
the  old  familiar  places. 

But  there  were  heavy  minuses,  too.  We 
couldn’t  find  a  facility  that  seemed  “just 
right.”  And  even  if  we  could,  only  rarely 
would  my  sister,  Pat,  and  I  be  able  to 
visit,  living  as  we  do  a  three-to-four  hour 
drive  away  and  locked  into  demanding 
schedules. 

After  extensive  searching.  Pat  found  a 
place  near  her  which  appeared  to  pro¬ 
vide  good  care  for  a  half  dozen  elderly 
residents  rated  ambulatory. 

Pat  and  I  fixed  a  day  and  converged  on 
Oroville.  We  sorted  and  packed.  We  gave 
things  away  and  ran  uncounted  errands 
Many  things  would  have  to  be  looked 
after  on  a  later  trip. 

But  now  the  hour  of  departure  was 
fully  upon  us.  Mom  and  Pat  musl  leave 
for  Pat’s,  and  I  must  head  for  my  home. 

Yes.  We  must.  Yet  it  was  as  if  we 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributors  are  the 
Rev.  William  C.  Sanford,  pastor  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Atwater, 
California  (Calif or nia-Nevada  Annual 
Conference)  and  Sandra  Crosby  Gann,  a 
member  of  Terrace  UMC  in  Houston, 
Texas  (Texas  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length )  to  "My  Wit 
ness.  "  The  United  Methodist  Reporter  P. 
O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266  0275. 


couldn't,  as  if  we  were  immobilized 
None  of  us  could  walk  to  the  front  thres¬ 
hold,  exit  the  house,  close  the  door. 

Special  word  needed 

I  sensed  we  must  have  some  special 
word  from  on  high  to  empower  us  for 
leave-taking.  I  found  an  unpacked  Bible 
and  remembered  that  Psalm  139  had 
comforted  my  wife  and  me  years  before 
when  we  set  out  for  a  term  of  service  in 
Puerto  Rico.  The  Psalm  had  promised  us 
God’s  presence  even  if  we  took  the  wings 
of  the  morning  and  dwelt  in  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  sea  (Verse  9).  At  the  time, 
Puerto  Rico  seemed  pretty  "uttermost” 
to  a  young  couple  born  and  raised  in  Cali¬ 
fornia. 

I  found  the  passage  and  began  to  read: 
•’Whither  shall  I  go  from  thy  Spirit?  Or 
whither  shall  I  flee  from  thy  presence?  If 
I  ascend  to  heaven,  thou  art  there!  If  I 
make  my  bed  in  Sheol,  thou  art  there1'' 
(Verses  7-8  RSV). 

I  dared  to  adapt  Verse  9  to  the  situa¬ 
tion:  If  I  take  the  wheels  of  Pat's  Volvo 
and  live  in  a  house  in  Glen  Ellen  "even 
there  thy  hand  shall  lead  me.  and  tin- 
right  hand  shall  hold  me”  (Verse  10). 

And  it  was  so! 


sets  in,"  I  thought,  "1  wish  someone 
could  write  a  prayer  of  the  type  sug¬ 
gested  with  the  mere  words  reminding  us 
of  what  is  happening  at  the  moment:  the 
movement  of  food  across  rough  terrain, 
strength  for  farmers  who  have  just  got¬ 
ten  seeds,  etc.  —  something  concrete  to 
tape  to  a  refrigerator  door  or  bathroom 
mirror  to  keep  as  a  constant  reminder  of 
these  people  who  have  nowhere  to  turn, 
no  water  and  no  food !  ’ ' 

If  prayer  is  the  force  or  power  we've 
been  led  to  believe  it  is,  these  people 
should  never  be  out  of  our  minds!  If  our 
prayers  stem  from  truly  compassionate, 
caring  hearts,  the  Holy  Spirit  under  such 
a  barrage  of  concern  will  indeed  offer 
solutions  that  are  concrete,  and  we  can 
move  on  from  there  to  implementation ! 

Mrs.  Lyle  Born 
Jamesville,  Minnesota 

Let’s  talk  peace  now 

that  the  election  is  over 

To  the  Editor: 

Now  that  the  election  is  over,  Ameri¬ 
cans  should  be  able  to  discuss  the  num¬ 
ber  one  priority  without  rancor  and  name 
calling.  The  number  one  priority  is  a  new 
quest  for  a  meaningful  disarmament 
leading  to  a  true  peace.  All  Americans 
should  now  begin  a  prayerful  conversa¬ 
tion  at  the  local  level  on  how  best  to 
achieve  this  goal.  Woodrow  Seals 

Houston,  Texas 

Bishop  Sano’s  remarks 

called  theologically  unsound 

To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  Roy  Sano’s  charge  that  those 
who  reject  his  interpretation  of  liberation 
theology  commit  "blasphemy”  is  theo¬ 
logically  unsound  and  strategically  im¬ 
prudent  (see  UMR,  Nov.  2). 

When  the  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists  criticizes  "liberation  the¬ 
ology,”  the  point  being  made  is  that  in¬ 


justice  and  political  freedom  is  not  the 
first  issue  for  a  mission  agency.  The 
most  visible  sign  of  the  Kingdom  is  con¬ 
version  to  the  lordship  of  Jesus  Christ. 
We  must  theologize  about  liberation  and 
be  actively  involved  in  human  issues.  But 
the  life-changing  dimension  of  the  Gospel 
has  priority  in  any  discussion  of  mission 
theology. 

It  sounds  patronizing  for  the  bishop  to 
say  that  John  Wesley’s  only  concern  was 
for  "reconciliation.”  Wesley  must  be 
evaluated  in  the  context  of  his  own  time. 
His  peers  saw  him  as  an  innovator  on  so¬ 
cial  issues  if  not  a  downright  radical.  He 
worked  tirelessly  for  the  humanization  of 
the  laboring  class  and  justice  for  slaves. 
Is  Wesley’s  ministry  and  theology  to  be 
judged  as  flawed  because  he  did  not  ob¬ 
jectively  critique  the  free  enterprise 
system? 

Biblical  reconciliation  must  result  in 
active  concern  for  all  forms  of  injustice 
wherever  it  is  found.  My  feeling,  how¬ 
ever,  is  that  Bishop  Sano  has  ignored  the 
fundamental  reconciliation  message  of 
Wesley  at  a  time  when  it  is  most  needed 
in  our  church.  I  resent  the  label  of  "blas¬ 
phemy”  to  describe  the  honest  convic¬ 
tions  which  sustained  me  for  21  years 
as  a  United  Methodist  missionary  and 
guide  me  now  as  a  teacher  of  mission¬ 
aries-  Dean  S.  Gilliland 

Pasadena,  California 

Who’s  the  ‘blasphemer’? 

To  the  Editor: 

Let  the  reader  decide  whether  Bishop 
Roy  Sano  is  the  "blasphemer,”  or  the 
evangelicals  in  the  UMC  (see  UMR,  Nov. 
2).  The  bishop  has  charged  them  with 
blasphemy  for  proclaiming  the  Gospel  of 
reconciliation  that  Christ  commissioned 
us  to  preach  and  that  the  great  saints  of 
the  church  have  always  preached  —  to 
the  exclusion  of  "liberation  politics." 

Bishop  Sano  calls  for  cooperation  be¬ 
tween  "reconciliation"  and  "liberation” 


On  the  UMR  Beat 


Unexpected  reunion  gives 
deeper  sense  of  ministry 


Doctors,  friends,  ministers: 
God’s  answer  to  prayers 


By  SANDR  A  CROSBY  GANN 

This  past  July  our  6-month-old  baby, 
Emily,  became  seriously  ill.  My  heart 
froze  when  she  was  diagnosed  as  having 
bacterial  spinal  meningitis  We  were 
sent  to  a  major  chil¬ 
dren's  hospital  in 
Houston  for  her  to  be 
admitted.  As  we  sat 
in  an  emergency 
treatment  room  and 
I  held  my  limp  and 
feverish  baby,  my 
tears  flowed  end¬ 
lessly.  I  prayed  to 
God  to  reach  out  and  Sandra  Gann 
help  us.  He  started  answering  my 
prayers  almost  immediately. 

While  we  were  still  in  the  emergency 
department,  our  associate  minister  and 
his  wife,  a  medical  social  worker,  walked 
in  Our  church  had  been  notified  of  our 
problem  by  a  friend  who  was  keeping  our 
older  daughter.  Their  presence  and  con¬ 
cern  supported  my  husband  and  me 
through  an  agonizing  time  of  waiting 
They  helped  us  with  simple  things  that 
we  could  not  seem  to  do  at  that  lime  such 
as  getting  change  so  we  could  use  the  pay 
phone  to  call  relatives  and  to  buy  coffee 
from  the  vending  mac  hines.  They  stayed 
with  us  until  Emily  was  transferred  lo 
the  intensive  care  unit. 

It  was  evening  and  we  were  allowed  to 


see  her  one  more  time  and  then  advised 
to  go  home  and  rest  for  the  night.  The 
ICU  nurses  appeared  confident  and  car¬ 
ing  and  reassured  us  that  Emily  was 
stable  As  I  hovered  over  her  bed  to 
comfort  her.  I  looked  up  and  saw  our 
senior  minister  standing  in  the  doorway. 
God  s  hand  was  present  in  the  nurses' 
and  doctors'  ability  to  care  for  our 
daughter  physically  and  in  our  ministers' 
to  care  for  us  emotionally  and  spir¬ 
itually. 

Emily  quickly  responded  lo  the  anti¬ 
biotic  therapy  and  was  moved  into  a  pri¬ 
vate  room  where  I  was  able  to  slay  with 
her  day  and  night.  She  was  hospitalized 
for  10  days.  During  this  time  our  neigh¬ 
bors  and  members  of  our  church  rallied 
to  help  us,  and  I  was  overwhelmed  by  the 
outpouring  of  love  that  we  received 
Meals  were  brought  to  our  home  to  feed 
my  family  in  my  absence.  Our  older 
daughter  always  had  a  place  to  stay  as 
my  husband  and  I  traveled  between  hos¬ 
pital  and  home.  Cards  were  senl  and 
many  came  to  visit  us  to  boost  our  spir¬ 
its.  And  above  all.  the  prayers  from  all 
these  dear  people  soared  heavenward 

We  brought  Emily  home,  healthy  and 
whole  after  a  disease  that  usually  takes 
its  toll  wilh  side  effects,  and  il  was  be¬ 
cause  of  the  faith  and  Ihe  lailhworks  of 
Christians.  I  thank  God  everyday  when  I 
see  my  baby  's  smiling  face 


BERCHTESGADEN.  Germany  —  The 
young  U.S.  Army  chaplain  grinned  as  he 
stepped  forward,  hand  extended  in 
welcome. 

"Hi."  he  said.  "You  don't  remember 
me.  but  I  am  Mike  Curd.  You  taught  me 
in  the  College-age  class  at  Matthews  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Church  in  Fort  Worth 
18  or  so  years  ago.  " 

He  was  right.  I  didn’t  at  first  recognize 
him. 

We  were  standing  in  a  hotel  lobby, 
waiting  for  the  start  of  the  annual  retreat 
for  United  Methodist  military  chaplains 
and  their  families  in  Central  Europe  i  see 
related  stories  elsewhere  in  this  issue  i. 

When  Mike  and  I  were  last  together  he 
was  a  student  at  Texas  A&M  University. 
When  he  came  home  for  the  weekend  he 
always  wore  his  Aggie  cadet  corps  full 
dress  military  uniform,  complete  with 
spit -polished  high  boots. 

Mike  was  always  one  of  the  more  vocal 
ones  in  the  College-age  class.  He  asked  good 
questions  and  paid  attention.  He  was  also 
very  popular  with  other  class  members. 

”1  was  so  glad  when  I  saw  your  name 
on  the  retreat  program.”  he  said.  "I 
never  told  you,  but  I  never  forgot  how 
much  I  appreciated  your  taking  time  to 
teach  our  class.  It  meant  a  lot  that  some¬ 
one  would  take  all  of  us  seriously.” 

"But  Mike,”  I  said,  finally  gaining 
some  conversational  equilibrium,  "it 
was  so  easy.  I  didn’t  prepare  anything.  I 
just  talked  about  what  had  come  over  my 
desk  that  week  in  the  news  of  religion.” 

"I  know  that,"  he  said,  still  smiling, 
"But  you  made  it  interesting  and  rele¬ 
vant.  You  see.  I  felt  the  call  to  Christian 
ministry  at  age  11.  I  knew  what  I  was 
going  to  be.  and  you  helped  me  be  all  the 
more  certain. ” 

I  was  flattered  and  stunned.  Lay  per¬ 
sons  don't  often  get  to  hear  an  ordained 
minister  say  that  they  made  much  differ¬ 
ence  in  their  young  lives. 

Four  days  later,  at  the  retreat's  closing 
communion  and  confirmation  service  for 
chaplains'  children,  it  was  the  same 
energetic,  kinetic  Mike  Curd  leading  the 
service  as  liturgist.  Only  now  he  was  the 
Rev.  Michael  Curd,  a  major  in  the  U.S. 
Army  Chaplains  Corps.  His  white  minis- 
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John  Lovelace 
terial  robes  and  his  serious,  chantlike 
voice  compelled  me  to  acknowledge  that 
he  has  become  a  most  mature  young  man 
of  faith. 

As  I  watched  Mike  Curd  lead  that  service, 
I  said  a  small  prayer  of  thanksgiving  that 
I  was  a  part  of  this  minister  and  of  his 
ministry.  I  also  realized  that  he  had  be¬ 
come  a  renewed  and  bigger  part  of  my 
understanding  of  my  own  lay  ministry. 

I  know,  too,  that  I  will  find  it  very  hard 
to  say  no  if  someone  again  asks  me  to 
teach  a  class  of  young  people.  I  have  seen 
a  few  crumbs  of  bread  cast  upon  the 
water  return  in  a  beautiful,  whole  minis¬ 
terial  loaf. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


theologies.  He  says  that  both  are  impor¬ 
tant  but  places  blame  for  divisiveness 
within  the  denomination  solely  on  the 
evangelicals,  who  preach  reconciliation 
and  reject  liberation  theology.  He  would 
therefore  not  seem  inclined  to  bring  pres¬ 
sure  to  bear  on  “liberationists"  to  be 
more  favorable  toward  the  Gospel  mes¬ 
sage  of  forgiveness  and  rebirth  in  Jesus 
Christ.  Perhaps  Bishop  Sano  does  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  divisiveness  is  ever  the  “Iiber- 
ationist’s”  fault. 

If  the  evangelicals  in  the  UMC  suspect 
that  some  of  their  bishops  are  conspiring 
to  put  a  muzzle  on  any  who  would  preach 
the  Gospel,  they  have  good  reason. 

Jerry  Riggs 
Lansing,  Michigan 

Editorial  chided 

To  the  Editor: 

It  seems  to  me  your  editorial  interpre¬ 
tation  of  rendering  to  Caesar  is  a  tragic- 
mistake,  though  a  common  one  <see 
UMR,  Nov.  2). 

You  say.  "Jesus  taught  His  followers  to 
render  to  Caesar  the  things  that  are 
Caesar's  and  to  God  the  things  that  are 
God’s." 

However,  a  careful  reading  of  Mark 
12:13-17  states  very  plainly  that  Jesus 
was  not  talking  to  his  followers  but  to 
some  hypocrites  attempting  to  trick  him. 
I  think  the  implication  is  that  he  recog¬ 
nized  the  futility  of  answering  truthfully 
a  question  put  by  devious  persons -who 
were  not  interested  in  spiritual  truth  but 
political  dirty  tricks.  (He  also  said  don’t 
cast  pearls  before  swine. ) 

I  think  Jesus  was  saying,  in  effect,  that 
men’s  minds  and  hearts  must  be  changed 
before  there  can  be  meaningful  political 
change.  Yet  we  continue  to  reverse  this 
order,  one  of  the  reasons  being  that  we 
jump  to  the  conclusion  that  Jesus  told  his 
followers  to  render  unto  Caesar.  There  is 
a  very  real  tendency  in  our  country  and 
in  other  parts  of  the  world  to  become 
idolatrous  of  politics  and  politicians.  We 
avoid  the  real  issue  and  try  to  take  the 
easy  way  out  by  effecting  change  from 
the  top  down  rather  than  taking  the  hard 
way.  which  is  from  the  bottom  up. 

I  first  heard  the  interpretation  I  have 
just  outlined  about  20  years  ago  in  a 
Methodist  Sunday  School  class  taught  by 
a  young  lawyer.  Needless  to  say,  I  was 
greatly  impressed.  I  also  was  overjoyed 
a  few  Sundays  ago  to  hear  our  minister 
give  essentially  the  same  interpretation 
in  his  sermon.  I  was  never  more  proud  to 
be  a  United  Methodist. 

Finally,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  note 
that  in  a  recent  TV  interview  Jerry  Fal- 
well  said  he  was  politically  active  be¬ 
cause  "the  Bible  says  render  unto 
Caesar.” 

True  enough.  It  does  say  that.  Espe¬ 
cially  to  those  who  insist  on  jumping  to 
conclusions,  taking  it  literally,  who  sec 
the  Bible  as  a  rule  book  and  who  want  to 
quote  Scripture  to  avoid  thinking  and 
hard  work.  Will  McNutt 

Shreveport.  Louisiana 


CHURCHES  HELPING  TO  BUILD  CHURCHES 

The  Killduff  United  Methodist  Church  of  Newton,  Iowa,  is  one  of 
498  churches  investing  in  the  United  Methodist  Development  Fund. 

Church  members  believe  UMDF  is  a  worthy  investment.  The  sole 
purpose  of  the  fund  is  to  make  low-cost  loans  for  building  and 
renovating  churches.  Growing  congregations  can  then  extend  their 
outreach  and  put  the  Gospel  to  work  in  their  communities. 

Perhaps  your  church  has  money  to  invest.  Is  it  working  to  help 
another  church  build  and  extend  its  ministry  while  earning  9  %  in¬ 
terest  for  your  church?  Please  write  today  for  further  information. 


The  Offering  is  made  by  Prospectus  only, 
limited  to  states  where  the  fund  is  exempt 
or  registered.  Call  or  write  for  a  free 
prospectus  and  further  information. 
(Phone  212-870-3856) 


Ms.  Nova  Langston 

UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 
475  Riverside  Drive.  Room  303-P3 
New  York,  NY  10115 

A  videotape  on  the  fund  is  available  for  free 
loan.  Please  write  to  schedule.  Specify  formal. 
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ETHIOPIA  —  Ethiopians  carry  away  bags  of  grain 
following  one  of  the  recent  food  shipments  to  famine 
victims  in  the  east  African  country.  The  food  has  begun 
to  arrive  from  the  United  States  and  Europe  thanks  to 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  and  other 
international  aid  agencies.  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Council  of  Bishops  is  appealing  for  $2.5 


million  more  to  fight  hunger  in  Africa.  United 
Methodist  Communications  is  submitting  a  SO-  and  60- 
second  public  service  announcement  to  900  television 
stations  across  the  country  to  support  the  appeal.  The 
television  spots  urge  gifts  through  UMCOR  and  United 
Methodist  churches. 

(•KNKItAI.  liOAIil) .MIXISTIMKS  l»UOTO  in  I’KTKH  HANK 


Urgent  Africa  appeal  issued 

$2.5  million  sought  during  Advent  to  fight  starvation 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNN  AM  III 
Reporter  Editor 

ORLANDO,  Fla.  —  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  of  Bishops  issued  an  urgent 
appeal  here  last  week  for  the  church's 
membership  to  provide  humanitarian 
assistance  to  Ethiopia  and  other  African 
countries  where  people  are  dying  of 
starvation. 

The  “Bishops'  Appeal  for  Hunger  in 
Africa”  will  be  launched  on  the  Second 
Sunday  in  Advent  —  Dec.  9  —  with  a  min¬ 
imum  goal  of  $2.5  million. 

The  bishops  cited  this  bleak  backdrop 
as  the  basis  for  their  appeal:  “Hunger 
and  starvation  have  reached  mammoth 
proportions  in  Ethiopia  with  death  occur¬ 
ring  in  six  regions;  Northern  Sudan  and 
Ethiopia  ar;e  reporting  new  crop 
failures;  eight,  million  people  are 
affected  in  Tanzania;  rains  failed  in 
Rwanda ;  starvation  is  reported  in  Chad; 
and  the  drought  situation  in  26  nations  in 
Africa  is  deteriorating  daily.” 

Funds  raised  through  the  Bishops' 
Appeal  will  be  sent  to  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief.  UMCOR  will  then 
distribute  the  funds  through  “the  United 
Methodist  Conferences  in  Africa,  col¬ 
league  Methodist  churches  and  ecumenical 
agencies,  to  provide  immediate  food  re¬ 
lief  in  areas  of  greatest  need  and  assist 
food  production  programs  in  drought- 
stricken  countries.” 

Bishop  Roy  C.  Clark  of  Columbia,  S.C.. 
chairperson  of  UMCOR.  said  he  believes 
the  church  will  contribute  well  beyond 
the  $2.5  million  goal.  He  and  several 
other  church  leaders  will  soon  be  going  to 
Ethiopia  under  the  sponsorship  of 
Church  World  Service,  the  relief  arm  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches.  The 
purpose  of  their  visit,  he  said,  is  to 
“.authenticate  the  use  of  the  gifts  and  to 


COUNTRY  CLUB 
UNITED  METHODIST 
KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 
EXCEEDS  TOP  GOAL 
RAISES  8675,000. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Pastor  C.  Byron  Gilbreath 
and  the  people  of 
Country  Club  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Stuart  W.  Conrad,  Campaign 
Director  of  the  STEWARD¬ 
SHIP  ENRICHMENT  pro¬ 
gram,  led  the  church  to  give 
almost  4  Umes  the  regular  giv¬ 
ing  to  renovate  church  facilities. 
And  10%  of  the  *675,000  will 
go  to  missions. 


G.  C.  Brown,  Stewardship 
Consulatant,  and  the  staff  of 
STEWARDSHIP  HARM  II 
MEWT  invite  you  to  call  or 
write  for  information,  if  your 
church  has  a  financial  need. 


express  our  concern.”  The  Council  of 
Bishops  named  Bishop  Arthur  F.  Kulah 
of  Liberia  to  represent  it  in  the 
delegation. 

Contributions  to  the  Bishops'  Appeal 
should  be  marked  “Advance  Account 
=982100-4.”  Each  dollar  contributed  will 
be  used  in  its  entirety  for  the  designated 
purpose. 

Bishop  Emilio  deCarvalho  of  Angola, 
while  supporting  the  Bishops'  Appeal, 
urged  the  bishops  to  recognize  that  the 
underlying  problem  in  Ethiopia  is  “not 
food  but  war.”  He  said  if  the  resources 
expended  there  on  armaments  were 
spent  instead  on  agricultural  and 
economic  development,  there  would  be 
ample  food  produced  to  sustain  the  entire 
population  of  Africa  in  spite  of  the  pro¬ 
longed  drought. 

In  an  action  related  to  that  concern,  the 
bishops  were  challenged  to  join  with 
other  religious  leaders  in  signing  a  state¬ 
ment  urging  President  Reagan  and  the 
U.S.  Congress  to  support  a  compre¬ 
hensive,  long-range  plan  of  develop¬ 
mental  aid  to,  Africa.  The  statement 
declares  that  the  problem  of  massive 
starvation  in  Ethiopia  is  “an  inter¬ 
national  shame”  that  could  and  should 
have  been  prevented  and  warns  that  the 
current  problem  is  “only  the  tip  of  the 
iceberg.” 

The  statement  calls  upon  govern¬ 
mental  leaders  to  enact  laws  and  policies 
necessary  to  relieve  the  immediate 
hunger  crisis  in  Africa,  while  also 
initiating  “a  comprehensive  assault  on 
chronic  and  structural  problems  such  as 
debt,  declining  terms  of  trade,  decline  in 
per  capita  agricultural  output  now  faced 
by  the  nations  of  Africa.” 

The  four-page  statement  to  govern¬ 
mental  leaders  was  introduced  too  late 
during  the  Council  of  Bishops’  meeting  to 
receive  formal  action.  Since  the  state¬ 
ment  was  deemed  consistent  with  earlier 
actions  by  the  bishops,  it  was  announced 
that  each  bishop’s  name  would  be  added 
to  the  statement  unless  he  or  she 
requested  that  it  be  omitted 


Two-year  ‘pursuit  of  peace’ 
authorized  by  UM  bishops 


In  other  actions,  the  Council  of 
Bishops : 

•  Finalized  the  makeup  of  several 
special  study  commissions  and  commit¬ 
tees  established  by  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference  including  the  Commission  for  the 
Study  of  Ministry,  the  Commission  on  the 
Mission  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
the  Hymnal  Revision  Committee,  and  the 
Committee  on  “Our  Theological  Task.” 

•  Created  its  own  12-member  commit¬ 
tee  to  study  the  church's  ministry  during 
the  1985-88  quadrennium.  This  action  was 
taken  in  response  to  a  proposal  made  in  a 
keynote  address  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops’  current  president.  Bishop 
James  S.  Thomas  of  the  East  Ohio  area . 

The  bishops  say  their  study  is  intended 
to  take  place  alongside  and  to  inform,  not 
compete  with,  the  work  of  the  General 
Conference-mandated  study.  They  say 
their  study  will  go  beyond  consideration 
of  forms  of  ordination  to  “more  im¬ 
mediate  concerns”  that  they  identify  as 
“the  human  side  of  ministry.”  Among 
these  considerations  are  the  relationship 
between  theology  and  polity,  the  under¬ 
standing  and  validation  of  a  person’s  call 
to  ministry,  the  “erosion  of  holiness"  in 
some  ministers  and  the  willingness  of 
ministers  to  accept  the  church’s 
traditional  pattern  of  itineracy. 

•  Heard  with  approval  a  report  regard¬ 
ing  structural  changes  for  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  designed  to  increase 
the  ecumenical  agency’s  accountability  to 
the  concerns  of  its  member-churches. 

•  Welcomed  the  return  of  Bishop  Abel 
Muzorewa  of  Zimbabwe  to  the  Council  of 
Bishops.  Bishop  Muzorewa  was  detained 
by  his  nation’s  government  until  early 
September  this  year  and  unable  to  attend 
the  last  two  Council  of  Bishops’  meetings 

•  Welcomed  a  group  of  19  new  bishops 
who  were  elected  by  the  five  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conferences  in  the  United  States 
this-  summer,  including  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  second  and  third  female  bishops  and 
its  first  Hispanic  bishop. 


By  THOMAS  S.  McANALLY 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

ORLANDO,  Fla.  -  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  of  Bishops  has  authorized  a 
comprehensive  two-year  program  of 
study  and  action  on  “The  Nuclear  Crisis 
and  the  Pursuit  of  Peace.” 

Meeting  here  Nov.  13-16,  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  59  active  bishops  approved  with  no 
negative  votes  a  plan  “to  inspire  the 
people  called  Methodists  to  study  and  to 
reflect  prayerfully  upon  the  issues  and 
forces  which  make  for  peace  in  a  nuclear 
age.  to  overcome  nuclear  numbness’ 
and  engage  in  fresh  theological  dialogue 
in  the  light  of  the  biblical  mandate  to  be 
peacemakers.” 

During  1985  the  bishops  will  work 
closely  with  the  Center  for  Theology  and 
Public  Policy  in  Washington  to  develop  a 
major  study  document  and  a  pastoral 
letter. 

The  Rev.  Alan  Geyer,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  who  heads  the  center,  spoke  during 
the  bishops'  semi-annual  meeting  here 
and  called  on  them  to  help  the  denomina 
tion  deepen  its  understanding  of  and 
commitment  to  peace-making. 

Dr.  Geyer  said  the  church  is  crying  out 
for  a  theology  of  peace  that  addresses 
such  issues  as  the  defense  of  creation 
itself,  the  possible  end  of  history,  in¬ 
divisibility  and  inequality  of  nations, 
deterrence,  security  and  “the  ravages  of 
spirit  under  the  threat  of  nuclear 
annihilation. 

The  arms  race  is  not  so  much  a 
weapons  issue  as  it  is  a  people  issue.  Dr 
Geyer  said.  Despite  all  their  rhetoric  and 
policies,  the  two  superpowers  find  them¬ 
selves  in  a  Rodney  Dangerfield  predica¬ 
ment  of  “getting  no  respect,”  he  added. 

The  study  document  will  explore  bib¬ 
lical  perspectives  on  peacemaking, 
develop  a  critique  of  the  nuclear 
deterrence  doctrine,  interpret  the 
nuclear  issue  as  a  "justice  issue  as  well 
as  a  peace  issue”  and  reveal  the  impact 
of  nuclear  technologies  and  policies  on 
the  U.S.  political  system,  economy, 
education  and  health  and  welfare  ser¬ 
vices.  It  is  also  to  explore  possibilities  for 
a  more  positive  and  conciliatory 
approach  to  the  people  of  the  Soviet 
Union  and  to  emphasize  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  as  a  “transnational,  global 
body  serving  and  witnessing  across  all 
barriers  of  alienation.” 

Assisting  the  bishops,  in  addition  to  the 
Center  for  Theology  and  Public  Policy, 


will  be  general  agency  staff  personnel, 
selected  faculty  members,  and  United 
Methodists  with  governmental,  military, 
scientific  and  peace  action  experience 
and  expertise.  Consultations  will  also  be 
held  with  representatives  of  other  de¬ 
nominations,  faith  groups  and 
ecumenical  bodies  who  are  engaged  in 
peace  making  programs. 

During  1985,  each  bishop  is  expected  to 
develop  procedures  for  study,  organiza¬ 
tion  and  action  in  his  or  her  own 
episcopal  area  in  cooperation  with  the 
peace  and  justice  programs  of  the 
church's  general  agencies. 

Managers  of  the  two-year  project  are 
Bishop  C.  Dale  White  of  the  New  York 
Area  and  Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick  of  the 
Raleigh  (N.C.)  Area  The  project  will  be 
underwritten  in  an  unusual  manner  with 
each  active  bishop  pledging  to  contribute 
at  least  $1,000  in  1985  to  a  special  Council 
of  Bishops’  Fund  on  the  Nuclear  Crisis 
($250  from  Central  Conference 
/overseas/  bishops.)  Participating 
agencies  of  the  church  will  underwrite 
the  cost  of  their  staffs'  involvement. 
United  Methodist  Communications  is  to 
assist  with  the  costs  of  promotion,  and 
each  episcopal  area  will  underwrite  the 
cost  of  the  1986  year  of  prayer,  study  and 
action.  Some  assistance  also  will  be 


sought  from  foundations 

The  two-year  program  was  proposed 
by  a  Committee  on  Episcopal  Initiatives 
for  Mission  and  Ministry  That  commit¬ 
tee  was  formed  in  response  to  studies 
showing  that  the  church’s  membership 
wants  the  bishops  to  be  more  visibly 
active  in  providing  spiritual  and 
temporal  leadership  for  the  denom¬ 
ination. 

In  its  four-page  proposal,  the  commit¬ 
tee  pointed  to  several  “signs  of  hope” 
including  “a  creative  new  ferment  in 
peace-making  activities  emerging 
among  United  Methodist  congregations, 
districts  and  conferences  all  over  the 
world.” 

Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano,  a  representative 
on  the  1985-88  Missional  Priority 
Coordinating  Committee,  expressed 
concern  from  that  group  that  the  special 
initiative  on  peace  not  detract  from  the 
“missional  priority”  adopted  by  the 
UMC’s  1984  General  Conference: 
“Developing  and  Strengthening  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  for 
Witness  and  Mission.”  The  bishops 
acknowledged  this  concern,  and 
reaffirmed  their  commitment  to  support 
the  “missional  priority,”  while  also  pro¬ 
moting  the  cause  of  peace. 


Nicaragua  people  to  be  supported 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ORLANDO,  Fla.  —  Agonizing  over 
the  threat  to  world  peace  posed  by 
“the  heightening  tensions  between  the 
United  States  and  Nicaragua,”  United 
Methodism’s  bishops  voted  to  send  a 
delegation  to  be  in  support  of  Nica¬ 
ragua's  people. 

They  voted  to  send  four  bishops  and 
four  persons  from  United  Methodist 
general  agencies.  They  are  “to  meet 
with  church  and  national  leaders  of 
Nicaragua,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  act 
as  emissaries  of  peace,  to  determine 
humanitarian  actions  in  which  we  can 
participate,  and  to  recommend  ways 
in  which  we  can  support  the  people  of 
Nicaragua.” 

A  report  on  the  delegation's  findings 
and  recommendations  will  be  pre¬ 
pared  in  concert  with  the  Council  of 


Bishops'  Executive  Committee  and 
then  shared  with  the  church's  mem¬ 
bership. 

The  bishops  also  adopted  a  state¬ 
ment  registering  concern  regarding 
“continuing  military  actions  by  the 
governments  of  the  U.S. A.  and  the 
U.S.S.R."  in  that  region. 

They  urged  President  Reagan  and 
Congressional  leaders  to  “support 
and  implement  the  general  peace 
proposals  of  the  Contadora  nations 
and  that  there  be  no  military  escala¬ 
tion  or  use  of  U.S.  troops  in  Nica¬ 
ragua." 

A  telegram  expressing  similar  con¬ 
cerns  was  approved  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops  lor  transmission  to  President 
Reagan  during  the  last  day  of  the 
bishops'  meeting 

-  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


Catholic  pastoral  letter  process 
changes  businessman’s  practices 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service  Staff  Writer 
WASHINGTON  -  When  Sam  Dibert.  a 
Catholic  businessman  in  Richmond.  Va.. 
learned  that  the  nation's  Catholic  bishops 
were  drafting  a  statement  on  the  Amer¬ 
ican  economy,  his  first  reaction  was  that 
of  fear. 

“I  was  afraid  that  it  would  be  social¬ 
istic  and  against  the  free  enterprise  sys¬ 
tem,”  said  Mr.  Dibert,  who  has  owned  an 
industrial  supplies  company  for  28  years. 

Yet,  while  still  “uncomfortable"  with 
the  bishops’  undertaking,  Mr.  Dibert  said 
he  decided  to  "become  part  of  the 
process"  and  joined  a  30-member  lay  dio¬ 
cesan  commission  formed  to  advise  Bish¬ 
op  Walter  Sullivan  on  the  letter. 

Now,  because  of  being  involved  in  the 
process,  Mr.  Dilbert  is  changing  some 
things  about  his  business  to  make  it  more 
reflective  of  Christian  teachings. 

His  involvement  is  part  of  the  wide 
interest  and  activity  that  the  bishops' 
study  has  already  generated  throughout 
the  church,  even  though  a  first  draft  of 
the  pastoral  letter  —  on  Catholic  social 
teaching  and  the  American  economy 


wasn't  released  until  Nov.  11. 

Catholic  colleges,  publishing  houses, 
religious  orders  and  —  first  of  all  —  dio¬ 
ceses  are  organizing  programs  to  inform 
people  of  the  tradition  of  Catholic  social 
teaching  from  which  the  bishops  are 
drawing  heavily. 

Many  people,  ranging  from  Catholic 
business  executives  and  academics  to 
anti-poverty  advocates,  have  also  orga¬ 
nized  themselves  in  an  effort  to  influence 
the  final  outcome  of  the  letter.  Most 
visible,  so  far,  has  been  a  group  of  28 
prominent  conservative  Catholics  who 
issued  their  own  "lay  letter”  on  Nov.  6, 
vigorously  defending  the  American 
economy. 

While  the  lay  group  —  w'hich  includes 
former  U.S.  treasury  secretary  William 
Simon  and  former  secretary  of  state 
Alexander  Haig  —  started  out  in  a  spirit 
of  confrontation,  its  final  product  made 
no  direct  attack  on  the  bishops  They. 


like  Mr.  Dibert.  have  become  a  part  of 
"the  process  ” 

“I'm  not  comfortable  with  the  whole 
thing.”  said  Mr.  Dibert.  the  Richmond 
businessman.  “It’s  not  that  I  disagree 
with  it.  But  when  you  say  that  we  should 
have  an  option  for  the  poor,  it  makes  me 
very  uncomfortable.  I’m  on  the  side  that 
has  the  money  ." 

While  saying  he  would  disagree  with 
the  bishops  if  they  call  for  too  much 
government  intervention  into  the 
economy,  Mr.  Dibert  added  that  he  now 
heartily  supports  their  effort  and  that 
his  exposure  to  Catholic  social  teaching 
has  already  changed  some  of  his  own 
business  practices. 

“We  didn’t  have  a  retirement  plan,” 
he  said.  “Now  we’re  putting  one  in.  I’m 
also  putting  in  a  profit-sharing  plan.” 
Mr.  Dibert  added  that  it  "hasn't  been 
easy  to  look  at  the  gospel  and  see  how  it 
relates  to  our  lives.” 


Missionary  pilot  in  Zaire 


Compiled  From  News  Services 

NEW  BRUNSWICK,  N.J.  -  A  plan  to 
reshape  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
in  a  way  that  would  address  problems  of 
accountability  and  funding  was  passed  by 
the  Governing  Board  here  this  month.  The 
plan  drew  qualified  approval  from  United 
Methodists. 

Three  years  in  the  making,  the  plan  is 
the  work  of  a  36-member  panel  appointed 
by  the  NCC's  president. 

A  major  change  gives  the  Governing 
Board  the  power  to  set  NCC  policies, 
overall  program,  priorities  and  funding 
patterns. 

At  present,  the  real  decisions  at  the 
NCC  about  often-controversial  actions 
are  made  not  by  elected  representatives 
of  denominations  but  by  staff  people  of 
various  national  agencies  of  the  denomi¬ 
nations.  Those  staff  people  serve  on  over- 
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sight  committees  which  guide  the  dozens 
of  sub-departments  of  the  NCC  (see 
Reporter.  April  8, 1983). 

The  Governing  Board  has  not  been  al¬ 
lowed  to  have  much,  if  any.  say  about  the 
actions  of  the  NCC  departments  even 
though  the  Governing  Board  is  the  only 
place  where  direct  accountability  to  the 
31  member-denominations  is  lodged. 

Many  critics  have  said  that  that  style 
of  decision-making  allows  denomi¬ 
national  staff  deople  to  use  the  NCC  to 
take  on  projects  they  would  not  be 
allowed  to  support  in  their  own  agencies 

The  new  plan  attempts  to  correct  that 
accountability  weakness  by  giving  the 
Governing  Board  the  power  to  approve 
the  budgets  of  program  units  before  the 
funds  are  spent. 

The  oversight  committees  have  consti¬ 
tuted  a  “shadow  council"  that  smaller 
denominations  —  including  some  Ortho¬ 
dox  and  black  churches  felt  they 
“couldn't  get  in  touch  with.  "  said  the 
Rev.  Robert  Neff  of  Elgin,  Ill.,  top  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and 
chairman  of  the  restructure  panel. 

The  structural  changes  approved  here 
represent  a  “victory  for  the  small  com¬ 
munions."  said  Mr.  Neff, 

The  document  approved  here  calls  for 
the  NCC’s  units  to  be  grouped  into  three 
“clusters”  —  “Witness,”  “Nurture”  and 
“Unity"  —  which  will  provide  linkage 
between  the  governing  board  and  the 
program  units.  The  governing  board  will 
meet  only  once  a  year,  but  each  board 
member  will  also  meet  twice  a  year  with 
one  of  the  “clusters.” 

Another  “victory  for  the  smaller 


churches"  was  the  approval  of  a  floor 
amendment  that  will  give  each 
communion  a  representative  on  the 
NCC’s  Executive  Committee,  a  smaller 
body  that  makes  decisions  between 
meetings  of  the  governing  board. 

In  support  of  the  NCC’s  general 
budget,  the  United  Methodists  rank 
highest  and  Presbyterians  second- 
highest.  These  two  denominations  to¬ 
gether  accounted  for  more  than  half  the 
denominational  support  for  1983’s  budget. 

The  funding  section  of  the  new  plan 
allows  general  agencies  of  member 
churches  to  continue  giving  money  to  the 
program  units  they  are  interested  in  sup¬ 
porting.  However,  each  program  unit 
will  henceforth  be  required  to  contribute 
to  a  Central  Services  Fund  to  pay  the 
council's  administrative  expenses  as  a 
percentage  of  their  own  receipts.  The 
NCC's  undesignated  receipts  will  go  into 
an  Ecumenical  Program  Fund  to  support 
programs  and  priorities  set  by  the 
Governing  Board. 

The  revised  organization  will  not  go 
into  effect  until  1988. 

The  Rev.  Keith  Pohl,  pastor  of  the  lini- 
versity  Methodist  Church  in  East  Lan¬ 
sing,  Mich.,  and  an  NCC  board  member, 
said  he  doubted  the  reorganization  plan 
would  correct  the  lack  of  accountability 
in  the  old  structure.  “It  places  more 
power  in  a  smaller  number  —  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee  —  and  it  creates  a  rela¬ 
tively  powerles^.  bureaucratic  inter¬ 
mediary  (clusters)  between  the  staff 
program  people  and  policy  makers."  he 
said.  i 


35,  a  United  Methodist  missionary  in 
Zaire,  was  shot  and  killed  last  week, 
according  to  the  U.S.  State  Department 
An  airplane  pilot  and  mechanic  based 
in  Lubumbashi,  Mr.  Ridgway  had  his 
plane  commandeered  by  a  four-star 
army  general.  He  was  forced  to  fly  to 
Moba  on  Lake  Tanganyika  in  eastern 
Shaba  Province  There  he  was  caught  in 
a  local  conflict,  said  a  message  from  Ken 
Enright,  another  Zaire  missionary  pilot. 

Mr.  Ridgway ’s  shooting  was  confirmed 
by  the  Associated  Press,  according  to 
Peggy  Billings,  head  of  the  World  Divi¬ 
sion  of  United  Methodism’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“Stan’s  wife  Linda  is  safe  in  Lubum¬ 
bashi,”  the  World  Division  executive 
said.  “She  and  our  other  missionaries 
are  taking  safety  precautions,  but  our 
impression  is  that  Stan  was  caught  in  a 
strictly  local  conflict.” 

Mr.  Ridgway  provided  air  transpor¬ 
tation  to  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lubumbashi.  He  had  served  six  years  in 
Zaire,  beginning  in  1976.  At  one  point  he 
was  injured  in  a  crash  and  returned  to 
the  United  States  for  two  years  of  medi¬ 
cal  treatment.  His  current  term  of  ser¬ 
vice  began  Sept.  1, 1984 
Born  in  Bolivia.  Sept.  14.  1949.  Mr. 
Ridgway  was  the  son  of  two  Canadian 
Baptist  missionaries,  the  Rev.  Walter 
and  Betty  Ridgway,  who  are  still  serving 
in  Santiago  de  Chiquitas,  Bolivia.  He 
grew  up  in  Canada  and  Bolivia  and 
studied  at  Trinity  Junior  College.  Moody 
Bible  Institute  and  Moody  Aviation 
Linda  Ridgway  is  a  radio  technician 
for  the  Zairan  church,  does  buying  for 


Stanley  Ridgway 

other  missionaries  working  outside 
urban  areas  and  oversees  the  missionary 
guest  house  in  town.  They  have  three 
children. 
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‘Military  people  need  the  Gospel’ 

Chaplains  discuss  special  ministry  at  UM  retreats  in  Europe 
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Bishop  Sano  calls  for  un-  Dr.  Heidinger  accuses 
covering  character  flaws  bishop  of  slurs  plunging 
of  ‘Good  News”  leaders,  pluralism  to  new  low. 

Argument  intensifies 
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EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Managing  Editor 
John  A.  Lovelace  recently  spent  three 
weeks  in  Europe  meeting  with  United 
Methodist  ministers  who  serve  as  chap¬ 
lains  in  the  United  Slates  military .  The 
stories  on  his  page  and  in  subsequent 
issues  offer  readers  a  glimpse  into  an 
aspect  of  ministry  not  usually  noticed  by 
the  majority  in  "civilian  life." 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELAC  E 
Managing  Editor 

The  place  is  Europe.  The  time  is  Fall 
1984,  and  the  continent  is  at  peace.  But 
military  forces,  including  U.S.  troops, 
are  here,  assigned  to  help  keep  the 
peace. 

Military  chaplains  —  65  United  Meth¬ 
odists  among  them  —  are  here,  too. 

They  serve  at  Army,  Air  Force  and 
Navy  bases  in  such  places  as  Heidelberg. 
Germany;  Greenham  Common, 
England;  and  Naples,  Italy.  Because  the 
continent  is  at  peace,  they  minister  not 
only  to  the  men  and  women  of  the  U.S 
armed  forces  but  also  to  their  families 
and  dependents  w'ho  accompany  them  to 
Europe. 

The  chaplains’  congregations  are 
young,  mobile  and  pressured  in  an  area 
where  language  and  other  customs  are 
strange  to  them. 

Many  of  their  "flock"  are  barely  18, 
away  from  home  for  the  first  time. 
Others  are  newly  married  Some  are  new 
parents.  All  have  the  problems  and 
insecurities  of  the  young. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  chaplaincy  is  one  of  United 
Methodism's  fastest  growing  forms  of 
ministry  —  and  also  one  of  the  toughest 
to  enter. 

The  denomination  has  920  officially 
endorsed  chaplains.  Of  those.  420  are  in 
the  armed  forces;  the  other  500  are  in 
civilian  chaplaincies  in  hospitals,  indus¬ 
tries,  prisons  and  a  variety  of  other 
settings.  There's  a  waiting  list  to  get  in. 

Positions  don’t  come  open  all  that 
often,  particulary  in  the  military  chap¬ 
laincy.  because  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Defense  attempts  to  keep  the  number  of 
chaplains  in  a  ratio  approximately  that 
of  denominational  percentage  in  the  U.S. 
population. 

United  Methodists  are  well  beyond 
their  "quota”  with  about  10  percent  of 
the  military  chaplains  and  only  5  percent 
of  the  population. 

Retired  Army  Maj.  Gen.  Orris  Kelly 
heads  the  United  Methodist  Division  of 
Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries.  It  is  a 
part  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  headquartered 
in  Nashville. 

Chaplain  Kelly  outlined  these  steps  to 
enter  the  United  Methodist  chaplaincy ; 

•  Any  ordained  elder  may  apply  for 
the  chaplaincy.  A  typical  application  file 


Correction  j 

The  WATS  telephone  number  for  the 
Upper  Room  prayer  center  is  1-800-251- 
2468.  A  story  in  the  Nov.  9  issue  of  the 
.Reporter  had  an  error  on  one  digit 
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Alcohol  and  other  substance  abuse, 
boredom  and  loneliness  are  among  the 
biggest  problems,  the  chaplains  say.  One 
chaplain  says  he  spends  70  percent  of  his 
time  counseling  military  persons  or  their 
dependents,  some  sent  to  him  by  the  base 
commander  because  there  is  no  one  else 
to  turn  to.  Spouse  abuse  and  child  abuse 
are  frequent  topics  of  discussion  and  action. 

Many  of  these  chaplains  have  just 
passed  30.  so  they  know  first-hand  some 
pressures  on  young  persons  and  families. 
Navy  chaplains  and  their  families  are 
particularly  subjected  to  long  separa¬ 
tions  while  the  chaplains  are  on  sea  duty. 

Military  threat  downplayed 

The  threat  of  military  attack  and 
response  is  relatively  downplayed  in 
Europe  these  days,  but  the  pressure  of 
constant  readiness  —  including  rigid 
monthly  "war  game”  alerts  —  is  very 
real.  “It  does  something  to  your  head 
when  the  commanding  officer  rides 
around  all  the  time  in  an  armored  car,” 
one  chaplain  said. 

The  threat  of  terrorist  attack  also  is 
real.  One  chaplain  stationed  in  Italy  said 
he  would  not  be  afraid  to  wear  his 
military  uniform  anywhere  in  Italy  but 
would  not  wear  it  in  the  Athens,  Greece, 
airport,  site  of  recent  terrorist  attacks. 

Many  chaplains  serve  in  a  somewhat 
hostile  climate.  "Yankee  go  home  "  is 
heard  occasionally,  and  peace  groups 
like  those  who  have  camped  and  demon- 


includes  letters  of  reference,  university 
and  seminary  transcripts,  recommenda¬ 
tions  from  the  applicant’s  district  super¬ 
intendent  and  bishop,  and  a  statement 
describing  the  applicant’s  theology  of 
ministry. 

•  The  complete  file  goes  to  one  of  eight 
interview  committees  scattered  across 
the  United  States.  Each  committee  is 
chaired  by  a  United  Methodist  skilled  in 
clinical  pastoral  education,  pastoral 
counseling,  or  in  interviewing. 

•  Applicants  face  the  interview  com¬ 
mittees  in  person  for  about  two  hours 
each.  About  20  percent  of  applicants, 
according  to  Chaplain  Kelly,  either  are 
denied  admission  at  this  point  or  are 
advised  to  seek  additional  training  for 
review  in  a  year. 

•  The  interview  committees  pass  their 
recommendations  for  endorsements  to 
an  endorsing  committee  chaired  by 
Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw  of  Minnesota. 
Without  meeting  the  applicants 
personally,  this  committee  makes  final 
decisions,  subject  to  appointment  by  the 
applicant's  bishop. 

Chaplain  Kelly  said  United  Methodist 
ministers,  once  they  enter  the  chap¬ 
laincy.  remain  in  contact  with  the 


LOS  ANGELES  —  Bishop  Charles  F. 
Golden,  an  executive  on  the  former 
Methodist  Church's  Board  of  Missions 
and  an  episcopal  leader  for  20  years,  died 
here  Nov.  17.  He  was  72. 

Elected  to  the  episcopacy  of  the  former 
Methodist  Church  in  1960,  Bishop  Golden 
served  as  leader  of  the  Birmingham- 
Nashville  Area  from  1960-1968,  the  San 
Francisco  Area  from  1968  to  1972  and  the 
Los  Angeles  Area  from  1972  to  1980.  He 
retired  in  1980. 

The  Holly  Spring,  Miss.,  native  entered 
the  ministry  in  1935  as  a  deacon  in  the 
North  Mississippi  Annual  Conference  of 
the  former  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 


strated  outside  the  gates  at  Greenham 
Common,  England,  for  three  years 
provide  constant  harassment. 

Retreats  put  UMC  in  touch 

Those  are  among  the  realities  of  the 
military  chaplaincy  in  Europe  this  fall. 
But  for  three  weeks  from  mid-October  to 
early  November,  these  65  United  Meth¬ 
odist  chaplains,  their  wives  and  children 
were  invited  to  come  away  from  their 
duties  and  to  attend  the  annual  retreat  of 
their  denomination.  Most  were  able  to 
accept. 

The  retreats,  in  one-week  sequences, 
were  held  in  Berchtesgaden,  Germany; 
Cambridge,  England,  and  Athens,  Greece. 

Begun  in  the  late  1970s,  the  retreats 
allow  the  chaplains  to  keep  in  touch  with 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  A  bishop  or 
other  high  official  provides  spiritual 
leadership  and  a  top  staff  person  from 
the  denomination’s  Division  of  Chaplains 
and  Related  Ministries  attends  in  an 
official  "oversight  capacity.” 

Bishops  and  other  officials  from  United 
Methodist  churches  in  the  European 
"host”  countries  also  attend  when 
possible  to  symbolize  the  denomination's 
global  nature  and  the  desirability  of 
linking  U.S.  United  Methodists  stationed 
in  Europe  with  those  who  live  there. 

The  retreats  also  allow  the  chaplains  to 
touch  base  with  one  another.  For  the 
most  part  they  serve  in  isolation,  either 


denomination  through  several  ways. 
These  include:  filing  annual  reports  on 
their  ministry,  affiliating  with  a  charge 
conference  and  annual  conference  in  the 
area  they  serve,  receiving  general  over¬ 
sight  of  their  performance  and  needs  by 
the  chaplaincy  division,  and  attending 
annual  retreats. 

In  the  Fall  1984  chaplains’  retreats  in 
Europe,  several  discussions  revolved 
around  the  chaplains’  relations  with  the 
denomination  and  their  problems  in  re¬ 
entering  the  civilian  ministry.  Some 
chaplains  frankly  bristle  over  sugges¬ 
tions  that  their  work  is  not  a  part  of  the 
ministry. 

Chaplain  Kelly  offered  these  sugges¬ 
tions: 

•  Bishops  and  cabinets  must  be  sensi¬ 
tive  that  chaplains  have  always  been  in 
ministry,  never  outside  it.  "We  bring  a 
certain  perspective  and  expertise,”  he 
said. 

•  Most  chaplains  want  a  challenge,  he 
said,  and  not  necessarily  a  “big”  church 
but  one  that  will  use  their  skills.  He 
said  chaplains  typically  are  skilled  in 
lamny  lite,  counseling  and  organiza¬ 
tional  or  structural  problems. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


South.  He  served  a  church  in  Clarksdale, 
Miss. 

Bishop  Golden  was  ordained  an  elder 
in  1938  and  was  pastor  of  Wesley  Chapel 
in  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  from  1938  to  1942.  He 
was  also  a  professor  of  religion  and  philo¬ 
sophy  at  Philander  Smith  College  in  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock  from  1938  to  1941. 

During  World  War  II  Bishop  Golden 
served  as  a  U.S.  Army  chaplain. 

In  1947  Bishop  Golden  joined  the  Board 
of  Missions  staff  and  was  associate  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  National  Division 
when  he  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy. 

The  bishop  received  a  bachelor  of  arts 
degree  from  Clark  College  in  1936.  a 
bachelor  of  divinity  degree  from  Gam¬ 
mon  Theological  Seminary  in  1937  and  a 
master’s  of  sacred  theology  degree  from 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology  in 
1938. 

Bishop  Golden  leaves  his  wife,  the 
former  Ida  Smith  of  Los  Angeles  Burial 
was  to  be  in  Chicago. 


as  the  only  chaplain  on  a  small  military 
base  or  as  the  only  United  Methodist  in  a 
multi-chaplain  "Protestant"  staff  on  a 
larger  base. 

During  the  1984  retreats  the  agenda 
was  flexible  and  the  pace  casual.  Free 
afternoons  permitted  hiking  with 
families  in  the  mountains  around 
Berchtesgaden  or  time  to  tour  historic 
Methodist  spots  in  London  or  an  after¬ 
noon’s  drive  to  ancient  Corinth,  where 
the  Apostle  Paul  preached. 

The  individual  chaplains  and  their 
endorsing  United  Methodist  agency  work 
under  the  same  mandate  in  “The  Book  of 
Discipline”:  That  all  persons  have  the 
right  to  receive  the  full  ministry  of  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

In  practice,  that  takes  some  interest¬ 
ing  turns.  Two  chaplains  at  the  Berchtes¬ 
gaden  retreat  told  the  Reporter  privately 
that  they  are  pacifists.  But  they  insisted 
that  "people  in  the  military  need  the 
gospel,  and  that’s  why  I  am  in  the  chap¬ 
laincy.” 

Chaplain  “realities”  detailed 

The  following  are  among  the  realities, 
as  the  chaplains  explained  them,  of 
ministry  in  the  military  chaplaincy: 

•  Attendance  at  chapel  events  is 
small.  It’s  hard  to  get  anyone  to  "take 
ownership”  of  chapel  functions  because 
most  persons  are  stationed  no  more  than 
three  years  on  a  given  base.  Their  next 
"home  church”  may  be  half  a  world 
away,  depending  on  where  the  military 
sends  them. 

•  Chaplains  conduct  more  weddings 
than  funerals,  given  the  young  age  of 
their  chapel  members.  But  as  Mrs.  Edie 
Thurman,  wife  of  veteran  Air  Force 
chaplain  Col.  Jim  Thurman,  put  it, 
"When  there  is  a  funeral,  it  is  usually 
traumatic.  Either  a  child  has  died  or 
there  is  a  plane  crash  or  a  car  wreck .  ’  ’ 

•  The  chaplain  often  becomes  the  only 
"family"  a  military  person  has.  If  a  mili¬ 
tary  man’s  wife  is  expecting  a  child, 
away  from  home  and  separated  from 
family,  the  chaplain  or  his  wife  may  have 
to  arrange  for  clothing,  blankets  and 
other  supplies  for  the  child  and  mother. 

•  At  the  other  end  of  the  life  cycle,  as 
retired  Navy  chaplain  David  Powell  put 
it,  “We  may  be  the  guy  who  goes  to  the 
sailor's  quarters  one  night.  He’s  sitting 
there  in  his  shorts,  relaxing,  and  we  hand 
him  a  message  saying  his  mother  has 
died.  That’s  when  you  find  out  what  it  is 
to  minister  to  a  person  in  need.” 

•  "Remote”  duty  assignments  may 
take  the  chaplains  and  their  units  into  the 
field  (or,  in  the  case  of  submarines, 
under  the  waters)  for  weeks  or  months. 
That  tests  the  chaplain’s  best  skills  at 
interpersonal  relationships  with  the  men, 
since  communication  often  is  cut  off  or 
limited  back  to  base. 

Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  of  the  Houston 
Area,  who  preached  and  led  discussions 
for  the  1984  retreats,  told  the  final  retreat 
group  in  Athens,  “Yours  is  one  of  the 
most  interesting  ministries  I  have  come 
across.  You  come  up  against  the  realities 
of  ecumenical  ministry  daily.  You  have 
to  deal  with  the  complexities  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  and  with  the  anxieties  of  people 
away  from  home,  many  of  them  facing 
tensions  and  paranoia  in  their  work.’’ 

One  sermon  text  used  throughout  the 
retreats  by  Bishop  Oliphint  was  II  Cor. 
5:19,  which  he  said  John  Wesley  used 
more  times  (an  estimated  123)  than  any 
other  as  a  sermon  text.  It  reads,  "God 
was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  to 
himself,  not  counting  their  trespasses 
against  them,  and  entrusting  to  us  the 
message  of  reconciliation." 

Chaplain  White  responded  what  the 
message  meant  to  him:  "I  see  reconcili¬ 
ation  as  a  bigger  and  bigger  part  of  our 
ministry  as  chaplains.  We  serve  where 
there  is  a  lot  of  tearing  apart." 


Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  of  United 
Methodism’s  Denver  Area  last  week 
called  for  others  in  the  denomination 
to  join  him  in  “uncovering  the  shaky  foun¬ 
dations  and  flawed  character  of  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  the  Good  News  movement.’’ 

He  said  a  "Good  News”  caucus  press 
release  on  Nov.  2  (see  box)  "raises  further 
questions  regarding  why  we  coddle  this 
misguided  zeal  for  God  in  our  midst. 

Leaders  of  the  unofficial  caucus  of 
"evangelical”  United  Methodists 
responded  in  a  press  release  Nov.  12. 

They  accused  Bishop  Sano  of  plunging 
pluralism  in  the  church  to  a  "new  low” 
by  "accelerating  his  slurs  of  evange¬ 
licals”  who  don’t  agree  with  liberation 
theology  and  liberation  movements 
that  he  says  he  supports. 

Liberation  theology  an  issue 

Two  key  issues  appear  to  underlie  the 
acrimonious  exchanges  between  the 
bishop  and  the  caucus  group.  One  is  the 
nature  of  liberalism  theology. 

When  Bishop  Sano  said  opposition  to 
liberation  theology  is  blasphemous  (see 
box),  "Good  News”  leaders  said:  "What 
the  bishop  wants  is  a  baptizing  of  violent 
revolution.” 

Bishop  Sano  said  last  week  that  the 
“purported  quote"  was  false  because  he 
had  not  expressed  support  for  violence  in 
liberation  movements. 

The  Rev.  James  V.  Heidinger  II, 
executive  secretary  of  "Good  News,” 
told  the  Reporter  that  he  had  not  claimed 
to  quote  Bishop  Sano  on  the  violence 
issue.  Rather,  he  said,  he  had  inferred 
the  bishop’s  position  on  violence  because 
most  liberation  movements  currently  are 
violent  struggles. 

Dr.  Heidinger,  of  Wilmore,  Ky.,  said 
Bishop  Sano  had  diverted  discussion  from 
the  concerns  “Good  News”  had  expressed 
and  spent  his  time  on  critiquing  the  “Good 
News”  press  release. 

Bishop  Sano  still  has  not  denied  "the 
validity  of  violence  in  revolutionary 
struggles,”  Dr.  Heidinger  said.  "There¬ 
fore,  we  must  call  upon  the  bishop  to 
clarify  his  position  concerning  violence.” 

Bishop  Sano  told  the  Reporter  that  he 
could  not  at  this  time  rule  out  the  validity 
of  violence.  Before  doing  that,  he  said, 
the  church  needs  to  do  more  study  of  the 
Biblical  prophets  Jeremiah  and  Ezekiel. 

“We  mast  take  seriously  what  the 
Bible  says  about  God’s  judgment  on 
nations,”  Bishop  Sano  said.  “Did  God  do 
the  violence,  have  a  part  in  it  or  just  allow 
it?  We  need  to  study  these  Scriptures.  They 
attribute  some  pretty  bloody  things  to  God.” 

Pluralism,  ethics  questioned 

A  second  key  issue  lies  in  wnether 
Bishop  Sano  is  on  target  with  his 
criticisms  of  "evangelicals”  and  of 
"Good  News”  leaders’  ethics  or  whether 
his  criticism  is  an  affront  to  pluralism  in 
the  denomination. 

Last  week.  Bishop  Sano  stood  by  his 


Chronology 

Oct.  16  —  Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano 
addresses  the  World  Division  of 
United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  as  the  division’s 
new  president  (see  Reporter,  Nov.  2). 

He  says  a  "good  part”  of  evangeli¬ 
cal  United  Methodists  "bedeck  the 
crown  of  the  rapacious  rule  ( by  super¬ 
powers)  inflicted  on  other  people.”  He 
later  says  he  was  referring  to  the  way 
"evangelicals”  play  into  the  hands  of 
oppressive  U.S.  foreign  policies  with¬ 
out  acknowledging  their  association 
with  evil. 

He  also  decries  criticism  directed  at 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  for  sup¬ 
posedly  embracing  liberation  theo¬ 
logy.  He  says  the  criticism  is  an  “act 
of  blasphemy”  because  it  "rejects  the 
stirring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  liberation 
movements." 

Nov.  2  —  The  executive  committee 
of  the  "Good  News”  caucus  of  "evan¬ 
gelical”  United  Methodists  issues  a 
press  release:  It  says  Bishop  Sano 
"owes  evangelicals  and  the  whole 
church  an  apology”  for  his  "veno¬ 
mous  charges”  (see  Reporter,  Nov.  9). 

“What  the  bishop  wants,”  the  press 
release  states,  "is  a  baptizing  of  vio¬ 
lent  revolution." 

Nov.  9  —  Bishop  Sano  issues  a  press 
release  accusing  "Good  News” 
leaders  of  the  “sin  of  lying  or  libel"  in 
their  release.  He  says  he  said  nothing 
in  his  earlier  speech  about  supporting 
violent  revolution. 

Nov.  12  —  "Good  News”  sends  a 
copy  of  Bishop  Sano's  latest  release 
and  its  own  new  response  to  each  bish¬ 
op  gathered  in  Orlando  for  the  Council 
of  Bishops’  meeting.  "Good  News” 
says  Bishop  Sano’s  Nov.  9  statement 
contains  "possibly  libelous  charges” 
and  ignores  the  real  issues.  The  coun¬ 
cil  did  not  deal  with  the  issue. 


Oct.  16  comments  about  “evangelicals” 
(see  box).  He  said  he  had  been  describ¬ 
ing  the  “subtle  but  substantive,  per¬ 
vasive  and  powerful,  profanity  and  blas¬ 
phemy  produced  by  their  obstinacy." 

Bishop  Sano,  in  his  statement  released 
to  the  denomination’s  news  media,  said 
the  “misrepresentation”  of  his  speech  by 
"Good  News"  led  him  to  ask  members  of 
"Good  News”  to  reflect  on  the  behavior 
of  their  "handsomely”  paid  leaders  who 
have  shown  "serious  spiritual,  moral  and 
ethical  lapses  ..." 

Leaders  of  “Good  News”  reacted  by  say¬ 
ing  the  bishop  had  made  a  “mockery”  of 
theological  pluralism  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  by  his  “scathing  response” 
and  “character  defamation.” 

"When  a  bishop  of  the  church  mounts  a 
personal,  radical  theological  crusade 
and  dismisses  dissenters  as  guilty  of 
blasphemy  and  flawed  character,  we 
must  conclude  that  Christian  charity  and 
responsible  pluralism  have  hit  a  new 
low.”  the  "Good  News"  release  said. 


Bishop  Charles  Golden 
dies  at  72  in  California 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1.00 
additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 


MINISTER  OF  COUNSELING  for  large  center-city 
church.  Will  carry  clinical  case  load  and  do 
educational  programs  for  church  and  community. 
Desire  ordained  person  with  clinical  training  and 
advanced  degree  in  psychology  or  counseling. 
A.A.M.F.T.  or  A.A.P.C.  certification  preferred.  Send 
resume  to:  Mrs.  Margaret  S.  Gourdin.  Secretary. 
Search  Committee.  1214  Linville  Street.  Kingsport. 
Tennessee  37660 


LARGE  CHURCH  IN  Dallas  Melroplex  seeking 
experienced  Director  or  Minister  of  Youth 
Ministries.  Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Box  67.  Plano.  Texas  75074. 


NEW  PARENTING  PROGRAM.  Growing  With 
Today  s  Children"  From:  Family  Education  Enter¬ 
prises.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  4690  Palm 
Avenue.  La  Mesa.  California  92041.  $10  Text  and 
Guide 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries:  1.800  member 
congregation  in  suburban  neighborhood  seeking  full¬ 
time  person  to  coordinate  and  implement  youth 
program  with  an  emphasis  on  youth  counseling. 
Salary  range  $14,000  to  $18,000.  Send  resume  to  Rev. 
Norman  Carter  or  Rev.  Mark  Lasater  at  Lakewood 
United  Methodist  Church.  Fairway  at  Topf.  North 
Lillie  Rock.  AR  72116  iSOl  1 753-6186 


WANTED  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Music  and 
Youth  Ministry  in  a  United  Methodist  Church  of  470 
members  Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P  O  Box  tZ3,  Houston.  MS  38851 


EDUCATION  MINISTRY  NEEDED  A  full  time 
person  in  the  area  of  Christian  Education  with  a 
strong  emphasis  on  youth  ministry  for  a  1,300 
member  church  in  Clearwater,  FL.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  toSkycrest  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  2045  Drew  Street.  Clearwater.  FL  33575. 


HOSPITAL  SOCIAL  W  OKKEK.  Bachelors  degree. 
BOOKKEEPER:  5  years  experience  Send  resumes 
In-  Red  Bird  Hospital.  Beverlv.  KY  40913 


THE  METHODIST  EXCITEMENT  m  Texas  T 

History  —  A  chronicle  of  the  heritage  left  by  Anglos. 
Blacks.  Hispanics.  Mexicans  and  Europeans  who 
planted  Methodism  in  the  Lone  Star  state.  Send  $16.95 
to  "T.M  H.S.."  P.0  Box  7127.  Dallas.  TX  75209 


UHLKU11  PEWS  FoK  Sale.  Twenty  two.  18-loot,  oak 
pews,  which  can  be  reduced  in  size  Only  10  years 
old.  Very  excellent  condition.  Price  verv  negotiable. 
Call  10151  H32-0I57 


EDUCATION  MINISTRY  NEEDED,  a  full-time 
person  in  Christian  Education  with  a  strong 
emphasis  on  youth  ministry  for  a  1.300-member 
church  in  Jacksonville.  Florida.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to  Arlington  United  Methodist  Church. 
1400  University  Blvd.  N..  Jacksonville,  FL  32211, 
Attention  Rev  Warren  Wasson 


CORNWALL  MANOR  FOUNDATION  seeks 
nominations  and  applications  for  Executive 
Director.  The  Foundation  Executive  Director  is  the 
Chief  Development  Officer  for  Cornwall  Manor,  a 
health  and  welfare  agency  of  the  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Conference.  Position  available  as 
early  as  January  l.  1985.  but  no  later  than  June  1. 
1985.  Contact:  Mr  Roger  M.  Knisley.  Search 
Committee.  Cornwall  Manor  Foundation.  Cornwall. 
P.4  1701R 


UNITED  METHODIST  CAMPUS  Minister.  Director 
of  United  Campus  Christian  Ministry  Board  at 
Ecumenical  House  at  San  Francisco  State 
University.  Beginning  July  1.  1985.  Deadline  for 
applications.  March  1. 1985.  For  detailed  information 
write:  Search  Committee.  Ecumenical  House,  190 
D^nslowe  Drive.  San  Francisco.  CA  94132. 


12  DAYS.  FEB.  IT-28.  Holy  Laml  plus  Petra.  Athens. 
Corinth.  $2,062  from  Dallas  Experienced  tour  hosts. 
For  brochure:  Rev  &  Mrs.  Gus  Browning.  409 
Hillside.  Kilgore.  TX  75662  i214)  9B4-3S76.  9B4-3842 


SKI  COLORADO!  CONDOMINIUM  for  rent  in 
beautiful  mountain  village  of  Breckenridge.  Walk  to 
lifts,  restaurants,  shopping.  Sleeps  6.  Lowest  rates 
available.  Please  call  early  to  reserve.  <3031770-4750. 


PIPE  ORGAN.  WHITE  oak  case,  mechanical  actio 
Suitable  for  home  or  small  church.  <817  )  536-0090. 


FOR  SALE:  HAMMOND  organ,  model  C.  Full 
double  keyboards  and  pedals  Two  exterior  tone 
cabinets.  Mint  condition  Mahogany  $2,000  1817) 
927-2678 


"HELP  ME.  GOD!  It  s  Hard  to  Cope  By  Robert  G. 
Tuttle.  Can  be  ordered  from  the  publisher.  C.S.S. 
Publishing  Co..  628  South  Main  St..  Lima,  Ohio  45804 
or  from  Cokesbury 


HAMMOND  UKGAN.  MODEL  M  with  Leslie 
speaker  $1,000.  Great  for  church  or  fellowship  hall. 
Call  Lafayette.  LA.  (318)  235-5796 or  235-2814. 


THE  CHINOOK  UMC  will  punt  your  original  music 
in  professional  quality  type.  Contact :  EMR.  Box  640. 
Chinook.  MT 59523 


PECANS  FOR  YOUR  Fund  Raising  Project.  Call  toil 
free.  1< 800)841-4350.  Orchard  Pecan  Company.  P.O. 
Box  727.  AJbanv.  Georgia  31702. 


IMPROVE  STEWARDSHIP!  USE  motivators  with 
financial  campaigns,  bulletins,  mailings,  etc.  For  5 
samples  of  our  effective  motivators,  send  $1  to: 
Storehouse  Publishing  Company.  Department  MR. 
Box  3811.  Youngstown.  Ohio  44512. 


IDENTIFY  V OUR  CHURCH  with  the  United  Mctli 
odist  Insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  2  inch 
square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold  or  bronze. 
Custom  sizes  available  The  flame  is  fire  red 
polyurethane  paint  on  1/B  inch  aluminum  Mounting 
brackets  included  Inquire  of  Cross  and  Flame 
Insigne.  P.O.  Box  157.  Amberg,  WI 54102. 


FOR  SALE:  LEADED  Stained  Glass  Windows,  good 
condition,  varying  sizes  and  shapes.  Call  <919)438- 
8791.  Write:  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Henderson.  NC  27536 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  m  I  he  Smokies  near 
Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view  Completely 
furnished  efficiencies  $125  week.  $400  four  weeks. 
Clayton  Calhoun.  P.O.  Box  1138.  Wavnesville.  NC 
28786  <  704)627-6067  


METHODIST  BICENTENNIAL  SYMBOL  Portfolio 
of  four  graphs  varying  sizes,  for  stitchery,  latch  hook 
$5.  Circuit  Rider  on  hand  marked  =10  needlepoinl 
canvas.  8x  15*.  with  instructions  (yarn.'needle  not 
included)  $14,  Still  available:  United  Methodist 
Symbol  Portfolio;  nine  stitchery  projects  $7.  Money 
promptly  refunded  if  vou're  not  satisfied.  (Minn 
residents  add  6%  taxi  NANCY  DESIGNS.  11036-R 
Trail  West,  Bloomington  Minn  55437 


WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  ot  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest?  Write 
UMDF.  Room  303B.  475  Riverside  Drive.  New  York. 
New  York  10115 


BUYING  COINS.  COIN  Collections.  Accumulations, 
estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  7  Whooping 
Crane,  Rnckport,  Texas  78382 


NEED  A  FUND  Kaiser?  Publish  a  Group  Cookbook ! 
Free  brochure,  estimates  We  also  specialize  in 
church  and  family  histories  Sanders  Printing.  Box 
160-M2.  Garret  son  SP  57030  <  605)594-3427 


CUSTOM  SToLES.  BANNERS,  paraments  lor 
seasonal  and  special  services  Designs  for  Worship 
Inc  .  2860  Walnut  Hill  Lane.  Suite  I00A.  Dallas.  TX 
75229  <  214  *  352-61 14 


NEW-COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH  Clergy  Stole  Kits 
—  8  designs  —  4  liturgical  colors.  Call  Alana  or  write 
for  our  color  brochure  A&L  Designs  <215)  847-5297, 
4808  Cooper  Rd..  Brookhaven.  PA  19015. 


WANTED:  AN  INSTITUTIONALLY  based  creative 

ministry:  rehabilitation,  hospice,  director  of  a 
program  for  those  who  are  regarded  as  disabled 
USCC  certified  <1981);  NACC,  desire  to  live-in  and 
visually  impaired  Send  to:  toil  Hickory  Hill  Drive. 
Columbia.  Missouri  65203 


LOT  IN  HORSESHOE  BAY .  Marble  Falls  is  offered 
for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder  Written  bids  must  be 
received  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  SWTC.  POB  28098, 
San  Antonio.  TX  782H4  by  March  1.  1985.  Call  <512) 
436-1598  for  additional  information. 


STOLES  —  I'HE  FABULoUs  multi-color  slole  ol 
Santiago  Atitlan  Guatemala.  (We've  finally  caught 
up  from  General  Conference  orders)  Liturgical 
colors  too.  with  United  Methodist  cross  and  flame, 
lor  without  >  Send  no  money,  shipped  on  approval. 
$30  plus  $2.50  postage-mailer  Double  Mission 
Outreach.  Southern  Illinois  Conference.  Route  2. 
Murphysboro.  IL  62966 


CORINTH,  Greece  —  At  the  retreat  for  chaplains 
here.  Navy  Chaplain  Mike  White  and  his  wife  Linda 
staged  a  brief  skit,  set  to  a  tune  from  “The  Sound  of 
Music,”  to  explain  why  they  are  in  the  United  Methodist 
military  chaplaincy.  In  their  small  audience  on  this  high 
peak  overlooking  the  ancient  city  of  Corinth  are  (center 


left)  Mrs.  Nancy  Oliphint,  wife  of  Houston  Area  Bishop 
Ben  Oliphint  who  preached  for  the  recent  series  of 
chaplains’  retreats,  and  Mrs.  Phyllis  Kelly,  wife  of  the 
chief  of  United  Methodism’s  chaplaincy  division,  Maj. 
Gen.  Orris  Kelly,  The  Whites’  older  daughter,  Bethany, 

iS  at  right.  REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  »Y  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE. 


UMC  chaplains  find  entry  process  rough 
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! Bicentennial  Wrap-up 
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At  Monholland 

The  Circuit  Rider,  Eddie  Clark,  above  rode  into  the  Munholland  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  yard  on  a  Sunday  this  year  and  visited  the  Sunday  School.  The 
black  garb  worn  by  the  rider  was  similar  to  that  worn  by  many  of  the  legendary 
circuit  riders.  Members  and  visitors  heard  tales  and  actual  accounts  of  the 
equestrian  evangelists,  including  Sarah  Kreutzizer's  accounts  of  her  great, 
great  grandfather.  Rev.  Thomas  Slriugfield. 


An  Important  Notice  From  The 
Conference  Board  of  Pensions 


The  Blue  Cross  premiums  for  Group 
Insurance  for  those  below  65  for  1985  will 
be: 

Single  Coverage  $  90.00  per  month 
Family  Coverage  238.00  per  month 
This  is  the  smallest  increase  we  have 
experienced  in  a  number  of  years.  We 
will  continue  with  the  same  coverage. 

Blue  Cross  65  supplement  to  Medicare 
will  be  $48.50  per  month.  There  is  no 
increase  in  our  Blue  Cross  premiums  but 
the  increase  is  necessary  to  coVer  our 
self-insured  prescription  drugs 
coverage.  There  was  no  increase  last 
year  and  the  MRPF  Annuity  Rate  per 
service  year  will  increase  $15.00  per  ser¬ 
vice  year  for  retirees  beginning  January 
1, 1985.  The  Annuity  Rate  for  1985  was  set 
by  the  Annual  Conference  at  $200.00  per 


By:  DR.  DONALD G.  EMLER 

Psalm  119:97-105; 

II  Timothy  3:14-17 

The  Psalmist  opens  our  new  unit 
praising  God  for  the  Torah  that  makes 
him  aware  of  God  and  guides  his  life.  The 
Psalm  is  an  acrostic  poem  with  each 
stanza  begining  with  a  letter  of  the 
Hebrew  alphabet.  The  Psalmist  praises 
God  for  giving  the  people  the  Torah.  For 
the  Jew,  Torah  was  positive.  Translating 
Torah  (the  first  five  books  of  the  Bible) 
into  the  word  "Law”  misses  the  rich 
meaning  it  had  for  the  Jewish  people. 
Torah  meant  guide  or  divine  instruction. 
It  was  a  way  of  being  in  covenant 
relationship  with  God.  The  Law/Torah 
has  most  of  the  meanings  we  give  to 
“God’s  word.” 

The  Law/Torah  for  the  Psalmist  was 
sweeter  than  honey,  bringing  the 
promise  of  salvation,  and  was  a  source  of 
hope.  Paradoxically,  by  binding  oneself 
to  the  study  of  the  law,  one  gained 
freedom.  Studying  Torah  is  an  act  of 
prayer  in  Jewish  thought:  to  study  is  to 
pray. 

Torah  is  not  only  the  dietary  laws  and 
other  rules  of  the  people.  It  includes  the 
story  of  creation,  the  story  of  deliverance 
from  slavery,  the  story  of  God’s  care  of 
the  people,  bringing  them  into  the 
promised  land,  and  most  important  the 
story  of  God’s  covenant  with  the  people. 
In  these  stories  we  learn  God  hears  the 
cries  of  the  oppressed,  and  promises  to 
be  with  his  people.  This  is  salvation 
history  —  the  story  of  God’s  continuing 
action  in  human  life. 

Today  some  object  to  living  by  the  law 
or  by  the  scriptures.  They  claim  that 
grace  has  replaced  the  law.  The  writer  of 
Second  Timothy  understood  how  the 
scriptures  could  teach  a  person  how  to 
live.  When  one  knows  the  scriptures,  one 
sees  others  in  the  light  of  God’s 
redemptive  action.  When  we  know  the 
redemptive  ways  of  God  in  salvation 


Dr.  Don  Elmer 

history,  we  are  free  to  act  responsibly  by 
living  in  open  relationships  with  others 
rather  than  in  fear  and  hate.  The  need  for 
moral  law  is  still  present  today.  The 
moral  level  of  a  culture  determines  how 
people  care  for  each  other,  themselves, 
and  their  environment.  We  need  moral 
principles  to  guide  our  human 
relationships.  Scripture  becomes  the 
divine  guidance  for  us  in  acting 
redemptively. 

Welcome  Dr.  Emler 

With  this  issue,  we  welcome  Dr.  Don 
Emler,  Chairman  of  the  department  of 
Religion  at  Centenary  College,  as  our 
writer  for  the  coming  quarter’s  Sunday 
School  lessons.  Dr.  Emler,  a  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  received  his 
M.Div.  degree  from  Garrett  Theolo. 
Seminary,  and  the  Ed.  D.  from  Indiana 
University.  He  is  married  to  Suzanne 
Emler  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two 
children. 


Bishops’  Appeal  for  Hunger  in  Africa 


The  Bishops  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  meeting  Nov.  13-16  in  Orlando, 
Florida,  have  issued  an  appeal  to  all 
Methodists  for  $2.5  million  to  relieve 
suffering  in  more  than  two  dozen  African 


nations.  This  church-wide  appeal  is  to  be 
launched  on  Sunday,  Dec.  9.  Funds  will 
be  channeled  through  the  UM  Committee 
on  Relief  to  African  churches,  colleague 
Methodist  churches,  and  ecumenical 
agencies  for  distribution  to  Ethiopia, 
Chad,  Mozambique,  Tanzania  and  21 
other  stricken  nations.  Church 
treasurers:  Please  report  your  offering 
on  line  6000  when  remitting  to  the  Con¬ 
ference  Treasurer. 


H  iHl-  1 

At  University  (B.R.) 


The  Bicentennial  Committee  at  University  United  Methodist  Church 
distributed  more  than  100  copies  of  a  Bibliography  of  books  related  to  Methodist 
history,  beliefs  and  future.  Various  leaders  of  Methodism  in  the  Conference  and 
the  nation  were  requested  to  suggest  one  book  that  would  enhance  our 
understanding  of  our  heritage.  Contributors  include  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield. 
Maxie  Dunnam.  former  pastors  and  associate  pastors  and  LSI’  campus 
ministers.  In  the  above  Photo,  Jeff  and  Chris  Brady  are  shown  distributing  the 
Bicentennial  Bibliography. 


service  year. 

The  Board  of  Pensions  would  also  like 
to  announce  that  the  Denominational 
Average  Compensation  (DAC)  for  1985 
will  be  $20,726.  This  means  the  maximum 
MPP  payments  to  be  made  by  a  charge 
for  1985  will  be  $207.26  per  month  and 
CPP  $76.00  per  month.  The  ministers’ 
payments  will  be  $51.82  per  month. 
Charges  that  pay  below  the  DAC  will  pay 
12%  of  actual  compensation  for  MPP  and 
4.4%  for  CPP.  Actual  compensation  is 
Base  Salary  plus  20%  for  ministers  living 
in  parsonages  or  Base  Salary  plus 
housing  allowance  for  those  not  living  in 
parsonages. 

J.J.  Caraway, 

Executive  Director 
Conference  Board  of  Pensions 


Conference  Calendar 

DECEMBER  1984 

Board  of  Discipleship Task  Force,  Bunkie,  10:00a.m. 

Workshop  on  Ministries  to  Victims  of  Crime,  FUMC  Baton  Rouge,  9:00 
a. m. -3:00p.m. 

First  Sunday  of  Advent 

Jurisdictional  Training  Event,  Executive  Inn,  Dallas,  Texas. 

"Discover  Centenary,”  BR-H  and  BR-L  Districts 
Human  Rights  Day 
Centenary  Board  of  Trustees,  Noon 
Good  Samaritan  Observance 
Christmas 

JANUARY,  1985 
1  Call  to  Prayer  and  Self-Denial,  January-March  (Choose  any  period  in 
these  months) 

5  License  to  Preach  School,  FUMC  Baton  Rouge  and  Trinity  UMC,  Raton 
5  Workshop  for  Teachers  of  Young  Children  in  the  Small  Church,  Napoleon 
Avenue  Church,  New  Orleans,  9:00  a.m. 

7-8  Multi-Staff  Seminar,  pastors  of  churches  with  membership  over  1,000 
8  "My  Job  Training”  Event,  NO-S  District,  FUMC  New  Orleans.  7:00  p.m  - 

9:00  p.m. 

7-10  Council  on  Evangelism  Meeting,  Holiday  Inn-on-the-Lane,  Columbus,  Ohio 
7-11  January  Study  Week,  Centenary 

10  “My  Job  Training”  Event,  NO-S  District,  FUMC  Covington,  7 :00  p.m. - 

9:00p.m. 

BR-L  "My  Job  Training”  at  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  6:00-9:00  p.m. 
License  to  Preach  School,  FUMC  Baton  Rouge  and  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 
"Workshop  for  Teachers  of  Young  Children  in  the  Small  Church. 
Winboume  Avenue  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  9:00  a.m. 

"My  Job  Training”  Event,  Lake  Charles  District,  2:30  p.m. -5:30  p.m. 

15-18  District  Audits 
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23 
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Children  of  War  Tour  Held  in  N.O. 


The  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation 
of  Churches,  Church  Women  United. 
National  Black  Pastors  Conference,  Pax 
Christi,  the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Con¬ 
ference,  and  other  agencies  sponsored  a 
"Children  of  War  Tour"  in  New  Orleans. 
November  12, 13,  and  14. 

Juliane  Kerlen,  West  Germany:  Dao 
Tran,  Vietnam;  Gilberto  Aguirre, 
Nicaragua;  and  Abaca  Anjoin,  Marshall 


Caraway  Wins  Perkins  Award 


Dr.  Jimmie  Caraway,  “class  of  51“ 
and  Director  of  Financial  Affairs  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  won  The 
"Volunteer  of  the  Year"  award  for  the 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  for  1984. 

In  recognizing  Dr.  Caraway’s 
activities  —  the  school  lifted  up  his 


Islands;  spoke  to  high  school  young 
people  and  other  groups  in  New  Orleans. 
These  young  people  whose  lives  have 
been  damaged  by  war  and  conflict 
brought  a  moving  and  challenging 
message  for  other  young  people  and 
adults. 

A  community  dinner  was  held  at  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans  on  the  evening  of  November  13. 


pivotal  role  in  bringing  the  $5  million 
Perkins  Endowment  funding  proposal 
before  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference.  It  was  also  noted  that  he 
played  an  important  part  in  establishing 
Fair  Share  Goals  for  the  13  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  with  the  SC  Jurisdiction. 


Global  Ministries  Sees 
Signs  of  God  at  Work 


Directors  from  around  the  world 
gathered  for  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
October.  Sixty  per-cent  of  the  177 
directors  are  serving  for  the  first  time. 
Twenty-four  are  from  countries  outside 
the  United  States  and  we  celebrate  this 
global  dimension. 

Items  of  interest  from  the  meeting 
include:  opening  communion  service  and 
reading  of  the  names  of  54  World  Division 
Missionaries,  18  National  Division 
missionaries  and  2  staff  persons  who  died 
during  the  year.  This  represents  1923 
years  of  service  and  untold  number  of 
lives  touched;  beginning  each  day  with 
Bible  study  led  by  Bishop  Emerito  Nacpil 
of  the  Philippines,  supporting  peace 
efforts  and  opposing  military  aid  to 
Central  America;  adopting  Health  for  all 
by  the  year  2000  as  a  program  focus  for 
the  GBGM  85-88;  responding  to  the  global 
food  crisis  by  sending  $100,000.00  for  food 
to  Ethiopia  and  $75,000.00  for  the  central 
communities  of  Kenya  through  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Kenya. 

They  also  heard  hopeful  signs  of  God  at 
work  in  the  land  reclamation  projects  in 
Senegal;  studying  the  effects  of 
economic  justice  in  rural  and  urban  com¬ 
munities  in  the  U  S  .  giving  particular 


attention  to  the  small  farm  crisis; 
joyfully  approving  the  application  of 
candidates  for  mission  service  of  53 
persons  for  National  Division,  60  for 
World  Division  (20%  ethnic);  approving 
Harry  R.  Kendall  grants  to  programs 
and  institutions  to  benefit  black  children 
and  older  persons  totaling  $499,500.00; 
hearing  the  report  of  the  declining 
strength  of  the  mission  dollar  through 
inflation  in  the  U.S.  and  countries 
abroad;  approving  a  1985  budget  totaling 
83.7  million  with  9.3  percent  allocated  for 
administration  and  the  balance  for  pro¬ 
gram;  sending  a  congratulatory  cable  to 
Bishop  Desmond  Tutu  acknowledging 
the  award  of  the  Noble  Peace  Prize 

Dr.  Randolph  Nugent  was  elected  to 
the  highest  executive  position  of  the 
largest  agency  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Bishop  James  Ault  serves  as 
president.  Ms.  Carolyn  Marshall  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Women’s  Division,  Bishop 
Kenneth  Hicks,  president  of  the  National 
Division,  Bishop  Roy  Sano,  president  of 
the  World  Division.  Mrs.  Amy  Ward, 
director  from  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  was  elected  to  chair  the  Appro¬ 
priations  Committee  of  the  World 
Division 


‘King  David’  Presented 
at  First  UMC  Lake  Charles 


King  David,  a  major  choral  work  of  the 
composer  Arthur  Honegger,  was  pre¬ 
sented  Sunday,  November  llth,  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake 
Charles. 

The  combined  choirs  and  soloists  of 
First  Church  and  Good  Shepherd 
Episcopal  Church  of  Lake  Charles  per¬ 
formed  this  work,  a  symphonic  psalm, 
based  on  drama  by  Rene  Morax.  and  set 
to  music  by  the  modern  Swiss  composer 
Honegger  in  1921.  The  original  full 
orchestral  score  was  played  on  the  40 
rank  Schantz  pipe  organ,  along  with  harp 
and  tympani.  The  organist  was  Craig 
Campbell,  organist-choirmaster  at  Good 
Shepherd  Episcopal  Church,  and  the 
work  was  directed  by  Dr.  Michael  Rudd, 
organist-choirmaster  and  Director  of 
Music  Ministry  at  First  UM.  Lake 
Charles. 

There  is  a  principal  part  for  narrator, 
an  incantation,  and  several  solo  parts, 
which  were  performed  largely  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  McNeese  State  University  faculty 
and  student  body. 

King  David  is  another  concert 
presentation  in  a  series  of  works  given  by 
First  Methodist  in  the  third  year  of 
musical  direction  in  the  church  under  the 


leadership  of  Dr.  Rudd,  with  emphasis  on 
community  appeal  and  combining 
talents  from  various  sources  in  the  area. 
Mr.  Campbell  who  has  just  completed  his 
first  year  at  Good  Shepherd  Episcopal 
Church,  is  a  recent  graduate  of  the 
Juilliard  School  of  Music  in  New  York, 
and  is  an  active  musical  participant  in 
the  Lake  Charles  musical  community 
The  senior  minister  of  the  First  Church 
is  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  who  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church  choir.  Rev.  Bowdon 
presided  over  the  dedication  last  May  of 
a  new  addition  to  the  organ,  a  Zymbel- 
stern  bell  stop,  given  by  the  Carver 
family  in  memory  of  Clarene  Carver 
Valentine.  The  Zymbelstern  was  used 
appropriately  in  the  King  David  presen¬ 
tation. 


Birth 

Sally  Elizabeth  Miller  was  born 
November  9,  at  St.  Francis  Hospital  in 
Monroe.  The  7  lb.  12  oz.  bundle  is  child  of 
Larry  and  Linda  Miller  of  Tallulah. 
Larry  is  the  pastor  of  First  UMC, 
Tallulah.  The  report  is  that  mother,  baby 
and  father  are  all  doing  well. 


Persons,  Churches  and  Events 


The  Lake  Charles  District  will  conduct 
a  Lands  of  The  Bible  Tour,  which  will 
depart  from  Houston  on  December  26 
Optional  extensions  to  Egypt  and  Athens 
are  available  to  participants.  Dr  Wood- 
row  W.  Smith,  Lake  Charles  District 
Superintendent,  will  be  the  tour  guide 
Further  information  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Lake  Charles  District  office. 


On  November  18,  the  St.  James  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport  cele¬ 
brated  its  121st  Anniversary.  Bishop  L. 
Scott  Allen,  who  retired  August  31,  from 
the  Charlotte,  (W.N.C.)  Episcopal  Area, 
was  the  preacher  for  the  morning  ser¬ 
vice.  The  Wiley  College  Choir  furnished 
special  music  for  the  occasion.  Rev.  J.  A. 
Graham  is  the  pastor.  Mrs.  Ethel  D 
Brown,  Coordinator  of  Communications 
reported  the  event. 


An  interaction  seminar  entitled 
"Clothed  With  Power"  was  held  jointly 
by  Jackson  United  Methodist  Church  and 
Ethel  United  Methodist  Church,  Novem¬ 
ber  9-11.  It  was  conducted  by  Dr.  Ross  E. 
Whetstone,  the  executive  director  of  the 


United  Methodist  Renewal  Services 
Fellowship,  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and 
an  internationally  known  evangelist. 

Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  was  the 
preacher  for  the  45th  Anniversary  and 
Bicentennial  Celebration  of  Methodism 
and  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  October  21.  Rev. 
Warren  Blakeman  is  the  senior  pastor  of 
Broadmoor. 


The  Springhill  United  Methodist 
Church  observed  their  Annual  Home¬ 
coming,  November  4  Rev.  J.  David 
Stone,  a  native  of  Springhill  who  was 
raised  in  the  Springhill  Church,  led  the 
services  for  this  special  event.  Rev. 
Stone  is  the  Executive  Director  of  Youth 
Ministries  Consultation  Service  and  on 
the  faculty  of  Centenary  College. 
Shreveport 

The  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church. 
Clinton,  Louisiana,  celebrated  its  92nd 
Anniversary  on  October  14.  Rev.  W.G. 
Davies  was  the  guest  speaker  Rev 
Joseph  Moore  is  the  pastor 


XYZ  Celebrates  Seven  Year  Anniversary 

Kev.  Jim  Ailor,  Linda  Kinsey,  Benila  Vei  naei,  Troy  Welch,  Shirley  Madden,  and 
Lois  Plauche  (shown  left  to  right),  were  all  recognized  as  charter  members  of  the 
XYZ  (Extra  Years  of  Zest)  program  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Slidell. 

This  very  unique  ministry,  embracing  all  senior  citizens  in  the  community, 
regardless  of  race  or  religion,  meets  monthly  for  its  regular  meeting  and  has  weeky 
craft  and  art  classes  plus  a  weekly  exercise  program.  Usually  around  UM)  people 
attend  the  monthly  event,  featuring  many  interesting  and  exciting  programs.  Rev. 
Ailor  and  his  staff  of  leaders  and  workers  have  a  great  model  for  ministry  to  older 
adults  that  other  churches  and  communities  could  use. 
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Is  this  how  Christians  should  relate? 


It  seems  clear  that  Bishop  Hoy  I.  Sano 
of  Denver  and  leaders  of  "Good  News.” 
United  Methodism’s  "evangelical” 
caucus,  do  not  like  each  other 

What  is  less  clear  is  whether  they 
understand  one  another  and  what  they 
propose  to  do  with  one  another. 

For  the  past  several  weeks  Bishop 
Sano  and  leaders  of  Good  News  have 
hurled  acrimonious  labels  at  one 
another.  With  each  new  exchange,  the 
war  of  words  has  escalated  rather  than- 
moving  the  two  toward  common  ground 
(see  UMR,  Nov.  2.  Nov.  9 and  Nov.  23). 

.The  temptation  is  to  ignore  this  ex¬ 
change  as  "a  private  matter”  which  soon 
will  pass.  However,  the  prominent  roles 
in  the  church  occupied  by  Bishop  Sano 
and  Good  News  and  the  very  public  na¬ 
ture  of  their  exchange  would  make 
giving  in  to  that  temptation  irre¬ 
sponsible. 

Bishop  Sano  used  the  occasion  of  a 
presidential  address  to  the  elected  di¬ 
rectors  of  United  Methodism's  overseas 
mission  agency  to  castigate  "evangeli¬ 
cal”  leaders  for  "blasphemy  against  the 
Holy  Spirit.”  His  basis  for  this  charge 
was  their  opposition  to  liberation  move¬ 
ments  in  which  he  discerns  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  be  at  work. 

Good  News  leaders  responded  by  ac¬ 
cusing  Bishop  Sano  of  seeking  "a  baptiz¬ 
ing  of  violent  revolution . '  ’ 

The  original  issue,  therefore,  appears 
to  be  the  nature  of  “liberation  theology” : 
how,  or  whether,  God  is  at  work  in  libera¬ 
tion  movements;  and  the  sin  that  is  in¬ 
volved  when  one  opposes  God's  will  or 
presumes  to  identify  God’s  will  loo 
closely  with  any  human  activity.  The 
whole  church  could  profit  from  a  discus¬ 
sion  of  these  weighty  issues  by  Christians 
with  perspectives  as  diverse  as  Bishop 
Sano’s  and  the  Good  News  leaders' . 

A  second  and  perhaps  more  serious  is¬ 
sue  has  emerged  during  the  course  of  this 


bitter  exchange:  Does  either  side  believe 
there  is  a  place  in  the  church  for  the 
other?  Each  side  has  used  words  which 
suggest  a  negative  answer  to  that  ques 
tion.  Both  Bishop  Sano  and  Good  News, 
represented  by  its  executive  secretary, 
the  Hev.  James  V.  Heidinger  II,  appear 
to  have  assumed  the  very  worst  about 
each  other.  Neither  appears  to  have 
spent  time  sharing  insights  or  challeng¬ 
ing  one  another’s  terms  or  assumptions 
in  personal  dialogue. 

Is  this  the  way  for  members  of  the 
Body  of  Christ  to  relate  to  one  another? 

We  believe  not,  and  believe  a  different 
dynamic  needs  to  be  set  in  motion.  To¬ 
ward  that  end,  we  choose  to  believe  the 
best  rather  than  the  worst  about  Bishop 
Sano  and  his  supporters  and  also  about 
the  leaders  of  Good  News  and  their  sup¬ 
porters.  We  do  not  believe  either  of  them 
is  intent  on  ruining  the  church  or  running 
the  other  out  of  the  church.  Both  share  a 
common  humanity  with  the  rest  of  us. 
Both  fall  short  of  the  Christian  perfection 
we  seek  and  are  saved  by  God  s  grace 
alone.  The  household  of  faith  is  large 
enough  to  encompass  both.  Each  should 
acknowledge  these  facts  about  the  other. 

Until  that  is  done  the  question  will 
linger  as  to  whether  either  "liberals”  or 
"conservatives”  in  the  church  are  se¬ 
rious  in  affirming  the  principle  of  plural¬ 
ism  on  matters  “which  do  not  strike  at 
the  root  of  Christianity.”  When  that  ques¬ 
tion  is  answered  in  the  affirmative,  a 
context  of  Christian  civility  and  respect 
—  called  "catholic  spirit”  by  Meth¬ 
odism's  founder.  John  Wesley  —  will  be 
created  in  which  differing  views  about 
issues  like  "liberation  theology”  can  be 
discussed.  That  context  need  not  dull  our 
convictions  or  mask  our  differences  or 
even  eliminate  the  use  of  colorful  lan¬ 
guage;  it  should  define  how  we  relate  to 
one  another  as  brothers  and  sisters  in 
Christ. 


novembek  M.  IWI 
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My  Witness 

Someone  is  waiting  for  welcome 


US,  YOU  AZf, 
P&g,  BUT  45E  YOU 
HRAURM6  YCUKILF 
BY  YOU KtlF  OR  BY 
THEUFT  OF  UBtUip 


I  OUESR  1  WAP 
UPlUCr  THE 
YAf&MCK 


By  EVADNA  COCHRANE  BURBA 

On  my  way  to  church  one  Sunday 
morning,  I  stopped  at  my  brother’s 
home.  Hurriedly  I  greeted  the  adults  and 
delivered  my  message,  ignoring  my  four- 
year-old  nephew. 

Tm  standing  right  over  here.”  he  said 
plaintively. 

Every  Sunday  in  our  churches,  people 
are  "standing  right  over  here,”  waiting 
for  a  smile,  a  handshake,  a  welcome. 
How  often  do  we  ignore  them  in  our 
eagerness  to  meet  friends  or  be  on  our 
way? 

When  our  minister  preached  a  series  of 
sermons,  “Those  who  walk  in 
he  filled  the  blank  one  Sunday  with  the 
word,  “loneliness.”  On  my  way  out  of  the 
sanctuary,  I  spoke  to  a  stranger  beside 
me. 

"Why  don't  people  take  that  seri¬ 
ously?”  she  asked,  eyes  filled  with  tears. 

Her  question  jolted  me  out  of  my  com¬ 
placency.  She  needed  someone  to  talk  to. 

That  never  happened  in  the  small-town 
church  of  my  youth,  for  Mrs.  Hubbs  was 
right  there  to  meet  newcomers  and  ex¬ 
change  names,  then  introduce  the  vis¬ 
itors)  to  others  in  the  congregation.  We 
had  no  official  greeters;  we  didn’t  need 
any  with  people  like  Mrs.  Hubbs  to  as¬ 
sume  that  friendly  responsibility,  often 
to  invite  the  visitors  home  to  share  a 
meal  of  fried  potatoes  and  warmed-over 


fried  chicken  with  the  family. 

In  an  effort  to  encourage  that  sort  of 
concern,  we  were  challenged  one  Lenten 
season  to  make  a  Journey  of  Love.  Each 
week  we  had  a  different  assignment: 
write  a  note,  visit  someone,  take  a  small 
gift,  call  a  shut-in,  and  so  on.  Such  jour¬ 
neys  blessed  two,  the  giver  and  the 
receiver. 

Recently  on  Laity  Sunday  a  man  spoke 
of  his  experience  in 
finding  a  church 
when  he  and  his  fam¬ 
ily  first  came  to  our 
city.  “We  visited  a 
congregation  near 
jour  home  for  two 
[Sundays.  The  choir 
jsang  well,  the  ser- 
•  mon  was  inspiring,  but 
Evadna  Burba  no  one  spoke  to  us.” 

Then  he  told  of  visiting  another  church, 
miles  from  their  home.  "There  are  a 
number  of  churches  between  here  and 
there,  but  here  we  were  greeted  warmly, 
made  to  feel  welcome,  and  as  a  result, 
joined  and  became  active.” 

A  number  of  years  later,  the  family 
had  bad  news.  “The  company  that  had 
employed  me  for  years  notified  its  em¬ 
ployees  that  it  was  moving  to  Chicago.  If 
I  wanted  to  continue  with  them,  we'd 
have  to  move.” 

He  and  his  wife  talked  it  over.  “We'd 
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have  to  leave  our  church,”  they  sighed.  ' 

That  was  the  deciding  factor.  He  gave, 
up  his  position  to  stay  with  the  fellowship! 
which  meant  so  much  to  him  and  his! 
family  and  into  which  they  had  poured  so,! 
much  of  their  prayer  and  time. 

Not  all  who  are  "standing  right  over! 
here”  are  so  fortunate.  And  many  are  not; 
adults.  A  teenage  girl,  after  months  in  aj 
high  school  church  school  class  left,  say¬ 
ing,  “It’s  a  closed  corporation.”  No  one 
made  her  feel  she  belonged. 

If  we  are  concerned  about  decline  in 
church  attendance  and  membership,  we 
would  do  well  to  look  around  next  Sunday 
to  see  who  is  "standing  right  over  here.  ” 
Someone  is  waiting  for  your  welcome. 


Here  I  Stand 

Enforcing  discipline  aids  Sunday  School  learning 


Charity  plus  clarity  equals . . . 


The  raging  dispute  between  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Roy  Sano  of  Denver 
and  leaders  of  the  Good  News  movement 
has  been  generously  fueled  by  selective 
listening  and  questionable  word  choices 
on  both  sides  ( see  preceding  editorial ) . 

We  can  understand,  for  example. 
Bishop  Sano’s  exasperation  with  persons 
who  refuse  to  recognize  that  "liberation 
theology”  is  not  a  single,  tightly-woven 
term.  Rather  it  is  a  broad  term  used  to 
describe  the  work  of  diverse  thinkers 
who  are  by  no  means  unanimous  in  their 
views  about  the  resort  to  violence.  Each 
time  "liberation  theology"  is  misused  as 
synonymous  with  "baptizing  violent  re¬ 
volution,”  the  cause  of  truth  is  harmed 
and  the  pursuit  of  understanding  in  the 
church  is  made  more  difficult. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  can  understand 
why  Good  News  leaders  would  take  of¬ 
fense  at  generalizations  about  their 
“flawed  character”  and  “bedecking  the 
crown”  of  oppressive  governments. 
Some  have  suggested  that  Bishop  Sano’s 
direct,  colorful  epithets  aimed  at  Good 
News  leaders  serve  them  right  for  inflict¬ 


ing  similar  pain  on  seminary  heads,  cur¬ 
riculum  editors  and  others  by  the  use  of 
loose  rhetoric  over  the  years.  There  may 
well  be  lessons  of  that  type  for  Good 
News  leaders  to  learn,  but  those  who 
have  answered  the  call  to  follow  Christ 
cannot  justify  "an  eye  for  an  eye”  pat¬ 
tern  or  relating  to  one  another. 

Some  of  Bishop  Sano’s  statements 
about  Good  News  leaders  —  such  as  ac¬ 
cusing  them  of  "the  unpardonable  sin” 
(blasphemy)  and  wondering  "why  we 
coddle  this  misguided  zeal  for  God  in  our 
midst”  —  strike  us  as  inappropriate  ut¬ 
terances  from  one  who  is  charged  with 
giving  spiritual  and  temporal  leadership 
to  the  whole  church. 

If  discussions  of  weighty  issues  by 
Christians  are  to  produce  growth  in  faith 
and  understanding,  the  participants  need 
to  bring  not  only  a  charitable  attitude  but 
also  an  intention  to  listen  carefully  and 
speak  clearly.  The  absence  of  any  one  of 
these  elements  is  likely  to  produce  con¬ 
fusion  and  misunderstanding  of  the  type 
generated  by  the  recent  exchanges  be¬ 
tween  Bishop  Sano  and  Good  News. 


By  LEWIS  M.  SIMMONS 

Once  upon  a  time  there  was  a  young 
newspaper  editor,  who  was  asked  to  be¬ 
come  a  Sunday  school  teacher  at  his 
church.  The  editor  was  proud  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  for  such  a  responsibility;  how¬ 
ever,  he  had  some  reservations  about  ac¬ 
cepting  the  assignment. 

First  of  all,  he  wondered  if  he  was 
"qualified”  to  teach  Sunday  school,  and 
secondly,  he  wondered  if  he  had  the  time. 
After  debating  the  possibilities  for  about 
a  month,  the  editor  finally  decided  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  assignment  on  a  temporary 
basis  with  the  understanding  that  if  for 
any  reason  he  was  incapable  of  fulfilling 
his  obligations,  he  could  back  out. 

On  the  first  few  Sunday  mornings,  the 
editor  was  overwhelmed  by  the  atmo¬ 
sphere  of  being  thrust  into  a  room  full  of 
energetic  and  sometimes  mischievous 
children. 

Sometimes,  he  was  awfully  tired  on 
Sunday  mornings  and  would  rather  have 
“slept  in’’  and  just  gone  to  church.  All  of  the 
noisy  children  sometimes  got  on  his 
nerves.  They  wouldn’t  pay  much  atten¬ 
tion  to  anything  he  said.  When  he  scolded 
them  for  acting  up.  they  would  be  right 
back  to  their  pranks  in  two  minutes. 

It  caused  the  editor  to  doubt  his  capa¬ 
bilities.  He  wanted  to  try  to  teach  the 
children  something  about  God  and  Jesus, 
but  it  seemed  like  he  was  spending  most 
of  his  time  trying  to  maintain  some  disci¬ 


pline  among  the  children.  When  Sunday 
school  was  over,  he  would  analyze  what 
he  had  accomplished.  He  didn’t  feel  like 
he  was  teaching  the  children  very  much. 

Then  one  Sunday  morning,  some  of  the 
boys  in  his  class  became  especially 
rowdy  and  something  clicked  inside  the 
editor  which  prompted  him  to  use  physi¬ 
cal  discipline. 

The  result  had  a 
marked  effect  on  the 
children.  They  start¬ 
ed  to  behave,  and  the 
I  young  editor  felt  as 
though  he  was  ac- 
'  complishing  more  in 
his  classroom. 

He  also  came  to  the 
realization  that  kids 
will  be  kids  and  their  occasional  mis¬ 
chievous  actions  were  just  part  of  the 
stage  of  life  they  were  living.  It  caused 
the  editor  to  reminisce  about  the  time  he 
himself  had  jerked  a  chair  out  from 
under  a  little  girl  in  Sunday  school.  He  re¬ 
membered  that  his  SUnday  school  teacher 
pinched  his  ear  which  prompted  him  to 
walk  the  line  a  little  straighter. 

The  editor  started  pinching  ears  and 
thumping  heads  in  his  own  Sunday  school 
class,  and  the  children  began  to  show 
more  respect. 

He  started  hearing  reports  from  par¬ 
ents  of  children  in  his  class  that  they 
were  coming  home  and  talking  about 


Lewis  Simmons 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Opposing  views  on  abortion  letter  aired 


To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  printing  Bishop  James 
M.  Ault’s  fine  pastoral  letter  explaining 
the  United  Methodist  stand  on  abortion 
(see  UMR,  Nov.  9).  This  is  a  volatile 
issue,  and  it  took  courage  for  the  bishop 
to  reiterate  our  church’s  stand. 

Those  who  disagree  with  the  Supreme 
Court  ruling  to  legalize  abortion  should 
be  reminded  that  prior  to  1973,  only  fi¬ 
nances  prohibited  a  woman  from  obtain¬ 
ing  an  abortion.  Abortion  was  an  available 
option  for  those  who  could  afford  to  travel 
outside  the  U.S.A.  Abortion  was  also  avail¬ 
able  if  one  could  afford  a  psychiatric  con¬ 
sultation  or  find  a  doctor  who  would  agree 
that  the  woman’s  health  was  in  jeopardy  if 
she  carried  her  pregnancy  to  term. 
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The  restrictive  abortion  laws  prior  to 
1973,  compelled  many  women  to  seek  il¬ 
legal  and  often  medically  dangerous 
abortions.  This,  of  course  discriminated 
against  poor  women.  Does  this  mean  that 
the  "sanctity  of  a  woman’s  life”  depends 
upon  her  financial  resources?  I  am  glad 
that  the  United  Methodist  Church  does 
not  feel  that  it  does. 

I  am  a  nurse  who  also  worked  in  the 
days  before  1973  and  have  grim  remind¬ 
ers  of  self  induced  and  mishandled  abor¬ 
tions  etched  into  my  brain  when  the  vic¬ 
tims  —  often  children  themselves  —  were 
brought  into  the  emergency  room.  I  sin¬ 
cerely  hope  and  pray  that  those  days  will 
never  return.  Carla  G.  Sidmore 

Pittsfield.  Maryland 

What  can  be  done? 

To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  Ault’s  pastoral  letter  con¬ 
cerning  the  United  Methodist  position  on 
abortion  does  not  deal  adequately  with 
what  ought  to  be  government  policy  to¬ 
ward  abortion  and  what  criteria  we 
ought  to  use  in  evaluating  candidates  for 
public  office  in  regard  to  the  abortion  is¬ 
sue  (see  UMR,  Nov.  9). 

From  an  ethical  standpoint  it  simply 
will  not  do  to  say,  "I,  as  a  candidate  for 
President,  Vice-President,  Senator,  or 
Representative,  am  personally  opposed 
to  abortion  —  but  I  cannot  impose  my 
views  on  others.”  The  enactment  of  laws 
dealing  with  criminal  behavior  neces¬ 
sarily  involves  the  imposition  of  certain 
views  upon  society.  One  such  legitimate 
view  is  the  conviction  that  the  right  to  life 
of  unborn  babies  as  well  as  of  mothers  is 
to  be  defended. 

A  search  for  "conditions  that  may  war¬ 
rant  abortion”  is  misdirected.  Rather  the 
search  ought  to  be  for  means  to  save  the 
lives  of  both  babies  and  their  mothers 

Protestants  would  do  well  to  take  seri¬ 
ously  the  Lutheran  Dietrich  Bonhoffer’s 
argument  in  his  book.  "Ethics,”  against 
assuming  that  the  unborn  baby  ought  to 
be  killed  when  there  is  a  threat  to  the 
mother’s  life.  He  argued  that  the  mother 
is  in  God’s  hands.  The  ethical  conse¬ 
quence  I  think  is  clear.  We  should  avoid 
the  direct  killing  of  either  baby  or 
mother.  What  can  be  done  to  save  the 
lives  of  all  concerned  ought  to  be  done. 

Robert  S.  Mussman 
Farmer.  Ohio 

Wesley  foresaw  danger 

Toth  .’Editor: 

I  would  like  to  comment  on  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Bicentennial  in  the  light  of  Meth¬ 
odist  founder  John  Wesley  and  the  book 
he  followed  above  all  else  as  the  literal 
revelation  of  God.  I  quote:  "From  a  child 
I  was  taught  to  love  and  reverence  the 


Scriptures,  the  Oracles  of  God;  and  next 
to  these,  to  esteem  the  Primitive 
Fathers,  the  writers  of  the  first  three 
centuries.  Next  after  the  primitive 
Church,  I  esteemed  our  own.  the  Church 
of  England,  as  the  most  scriptural  na¬ 
tional  Church  in  the  world.” 

John  Wesley  cared  about  Scripture 
enough  to  say :  "Nay,  if  there  be  any  mis¬ 
takes  in  the  Bible  there  may  well  be  a 
thousand.  If  there  is  one  falsehood  in  that 
book  it  did  not  come  from  the  God  of 
truth”  (Journal  VI:  117). 

I  have  heard  many  in  our  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  today  affirm  that  the  Bible 
is  not  true  in  every  detail  because  God  in¬ 
volved  humans  in  writing  it,  and  wher¬ 
ever  humans  are  involved  the  possibility 
of  error  creeps  in.  The  next  step  is  to  say 
that  the  Bible  reveals  truth  not  in  its 
literal  statements  and  propositions  but  in 
the  main  ideas  which  really  matter  to  our 
salvation.  Our  own  reason  and  our  sub¬ 
jective  encounter  with  God  become  the 
yardstick  for  what  is  true  and  what  isn't. 

The  apostle  Paul  warned  against  such 
teachings  and  teachers  in  II  Timothy  3. 

In  a  truly  prophetic  statement.  John 
Wesley  foresaw  the  condition  of  our 
United  Methodist  Church  today.  I  quote: 
“I  am  not  afraid  that  the  people  called 
Methodists  should  ever  cease  to  exist .  . 
but  I  am  afraid  lest  they  should  only 
exist  as  a  dead  sect,  having  the  form  of 
religion  without  the  power.  And  this  un¬ 
doubtedly  will  be  the  case  unless  they 
hold  fast  both  the  doctrine,  spirit  and 
discipline  with  which  they  first  set  out." 
John  Wesley  would  need  a  jeep  and  a 
plane  to  get  around  and  fix  our  church 
leaders  today.  John  Lorenz 

Chico,  California 

Work  with  singles  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  concerned  about  what’s  happening 
to  single  adults  in  the  church.  I  am  con¬ 
cerned  not  only  about  ministry  with 
single  adults,  but  also  ministry  OF  single 
adults.  They  have  a  ministry  if  we  will 
permit  them  to  do  it.  Often  the  church  is 
failing  them,  not  by  neglecting  to  provide 
a  social  group  for  them,  but  by  not 
welcoming  them  to  existing  social  groups. 

The  best  thing  WE  can  do  for  THEM  is 
to  make  THEM  a  vital  part  of  WE.  The 
church  is  ALL  of  us.  We  should  not  judge 
others  just  because  they’re  single.  We 
should  not  be  practicing  nor  promoting 
separation,  segregation,  or  classifica¬ 
tion.  Have  we  not  all  one  Father?  Are  we 
not  all  one  body  in  Christ?  Philippians 
2:3  says,  “Let  each  esteem  others  better 
than  himself.” 

I  am  not  against  marriage,  but  1  do  not 
regard  it  ( marriage )  as  a  requirement  to 


be  part  of  “the  body  of  Christ.”  Does  the 
Bible  indicate  that  Christ  was  married? 
Let's  aim  for  unity  in  Christ. 

Ethel  Miller 
Muncie.  Indiana 
Learning  shouldn’t  divide 
To  the  Editor: 

While  I  can  agree  with  Donald  J. 
Johnson  that  we  need  to  have  a  more  ef¬ 
fective  ministry  with  “culturally  differ¬ 
ent  people."  I  take  issue  with  him  when 
he  says  education  separates  us  from 
them  (see UMR,  Nov.  2). 

A  good  education  should  prepare  us  for 
ministry  among  all  people.  It  was  said  of 
Jesus,  “The  common  people  heard  him 
gladly"  (Mark  12:37).  Paul  was  one  of 
the  best  educated  men  of  his  day,  and  ob¬ 
viously  had  a  ministry  to  all  people. 
Surely  the  same  can  be  said  about  the 
Wesleys,  and  many  other  great  leaders 
throughout  the  history  of  the  church.  In¬ 
deed,  until  the  early  part  of  this  century, 
I  daresay  ministers  were  often  the  best 
educated  persons  in  their  communities. 
Garrett  H.  Evans 
Huntington,  West  Virginia 

Where  are  Christians? 

To  the  Editor: 

Are  there  any  Christians  out  there? 

I  see  patriots,  I  see  proud  gays,  I  see 
"religion  in  government”  people.  I  see 
social  activists,  I  see  "neuter  God”  peo¬ 
ple  ..  .  Where  is  Christ? 

I  see  Paulists,  Augustinians,  Calvin¬ 
ists,  Knoxists,  and  Peterists.  I  see  every¬ 
thing  represented  in  the  name  of  Christ. 
Where  is  Christ? 

I  see  people  for  capital  punishment  and 
people  against  it,  I  see  people  for  abor¬ 
tion  and  people  against  it.  But  where  is 
Christ? 

I  see  people  wanting  the  church  taxed, 
1  see  people  not  wanting  it  taxed.  Where 
is  Christ? 

I  see  "save  the  environment,  the  heck 
with  progress."  I  see  “progress  —  the 
heck  with  anything  else.”  Where  is  Christ? 

I  see  people  for  the  bomb,  I  see  people 
against  the  bomb.  Where  is  Christ? 

I  see  Catholics.  Baptists,  Methodists. 
Pentecostals,  Presbyterians.  I  see  all 
Christian  denominations.  Where  is  Christ? 

I  see  people  who  believe  salvation  is  an 
individual  thing,  I  see  people  who  would 
“save"  the  nation  or  destroy  individual 
freedom  trying.  Where  is  Christ? 

We  nailed  Jesus  to  the  cross,  God  re¬ 
surrected  His  Body.  His  Body  is  the 
church  and  we  seem  hell  bent  to  dismem¬ 
ber  that  body! 

Where  are  you,  Jesus? 

Ed  C.  James 
Memphis,  Tennessee 


what  they  had  learned  in  Sunday  school. 

It  boosted  the  editor’s  enthusiasm,  and 
he  started  making  special  efforts  to 
make  his  lessons  interesting  to  the 
children. 

Then  on  the  Sunday  morning  before 
Christmas,  the  editor  and  all  of  the  other 
teachers  in  his  department  assembled 
their  pupils  in  front  of  the  congregation 
to  sing  songs  they  had  learned. 

Even  the  most  ornery  of  the  little  boys 
stood  straight  and  behaved,  and  it  made 
the  editor  feel  warm  inside.  It  was  a  bet¬ 
ter  Christmas  present  than  anything  that 
could  be  wrapped  and  placed  under  a 
tree. 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through' 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues' 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  conlribu-. 
tors  are  Lewis  M.  Simmons,  a  member  of. 
First  UMC  in  Henrietta,  Texas  (North 
Texas  conference)  and  David  Guion,  a 
member  of  Chicago  Temple  First  UMC 
in  Chicago,  Illinois  (Northern  Illinois 
conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  lengthf  to  “ Here  I 
Stand,"  The  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


The  way  to  secure  peace 
should  be  by  righteousness 


By  DAVID  GUION 

I  keep  seeing  letters  in  the  Reporter 
promoting  the  notion  of  peace  through 
strength.  I  am  always  dismayed  to  see 
such  an  unbiblical  idea  in  any  Christian 
publication.  Careful  study  of  the  military 
events  of  the  Old  Testament  yields  the 
four  following  conclusions : 

1.  God  wants  His  people  to  trust  His 
strength,  not  their  own.  Concern  with 
strong  walls,  armies,  and  alliances  often 
signifies  unbelief  (see  Isaiah  30:15-18 ) . 

2.  Regardless  of  military  prepared¬ 
ness,  Israel  prospered  and  won  its  battles 
when  it  was  in  a  state  of  obedience  (see, 
for  example,  I  Samuel  7 :7-14 ) ,  but  consis- 
tantly  lost  in  times  of  apostasy. 

3.  Since  God  often,  even  regularly,  al¬ 
lowed  small  armies  to  rout  large  ones, 
the  strength  or  weakness  of  the  army  is 
largely  irrelevant  to  the  national 
defense. 

4.  Therefore,  the  only  way  to  secure 
peace  is  not  through  strength,  but  right¬ 
eousness. 

How  does  the  United  States  measure 
up  to  this  standard?  The  number  of  abor¬ 
tions  carried  out  here  already  exceeds 
the  number  of  Jews  slaughtered  in  Nazi 
Germany. 

Illicit  drugs  have  reached  into  the  work¬ 
place,  leaving  nothing  untouched,  from 
the  assembly  line  to  the  executive  of¬ 
fices.  Not  only  have  they  taken  a  terrible 


incalculable  change  to  productivity  and 
the  quality  and  reputation  of  American 
goods  and  services. 

Divorce,  couples  living  together  out  of 
wedlock,  and  teenage  pregnancy  reveal 
weakening  of  the  family  and  of  moral 
standards. 

Americans  eat  too  much  for  their  own 
good.  Yet  the  worldwide  shortage  of  pro¬ 
tein  roughly  equals  the  amount  of  hq- 
manly-edible  food  that  is  eaten  by  Ameri¬ 
can  cattle,  who  don’t  need  it. 

God  has  been  locked  out  of  our  public 
schools,  and  the  state  is  even  trying  £o 
regulate  the  curriculum  and  hiring  prac¬ 
tices  of  Christian  schools. 

Secular  humanism  has  become  the  de 
facto  established  religion.  It  has  pushed 
biblical  reasoning  out  of  the  media,  out  of 
the  schools,  out  of  the  courts,  and  out  of 
all  levels  of  decision-making. 

AH  of  this  evil  and  more  contaminates 
American  society.  Should  our  greatest 
fear  be  the  Soviet  army?  Lord  have 
mercy  on  us,  no.  We  should  fear  God, 
who  will  destroy  us  if  we  persist  in  the 
wickedness  of  the  past  several  decades. 
If  He  uses  the  Soviets  to  do  so,  it  would 
not  be  the  first  time  He  has  used  the  god¬ 
less  to  punish  the  apostate. 

But  if  we  put  our  house  back  in  order 
and  return  to  the  Lord,  God  will  confound 
the  communists.  We  will  look  for  them 
and  not  be  able  to  find  any.  And  God  will 
require  no  help  from  our  military. 


toll  in  human  suffering,  they  have  caused 

Welcome  to  readers  of  new  local  church  edition 


With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  350  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  Cypress  Trails  UMC  in  Spring, 
Texas  (Texas  Annual  Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper  —  combining  local 
church  news  with  annual  conference  and 
general  religious  news  and  opinion,  and 
mailing  it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the 


homes  of  the  church’s  members. 

To  our  readers  in  Spring,  we  say  "Wel¬ 
come.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your  new 
church  paper  interesting  and  informa¬ 
tive,  and  that  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


Sixteen  Wesley  favorites  blending  fa¬ 
miliar  melodies  with  beautiful  sing¬ 
ing  and  deep  faith:  “O  For  a  Thou¬ 
sand  Tongues,"  “Jesus,  lover  of  My 
Soul,"  “Come,  Thou  Long  Expected 
Jesus  ” and  many  more. 

“A  unique  way  to  foster  interest  in 
the  rich  Wesley  heritage  and  be 
uplifted  spiritually." 

William  K.  Quick,  Chairman, 
Bicentennial  Commemorative  Committee 


CASSETTE^ 


Order  from:  WESLEY  HYMNS 
RO.  Box  732  Radio  City  Station,  NY,  NY  10101 
$10  per  LP  or  Cassette  (includes  postage  and  handling) 


BY  SPECIAL  ARRANGEMENT  WITH  THE  BICENTENNIAL  COM¬ 
MEMORATIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  UMC  A  FUND-RAISING 
PROGRAM  with  the  album  at  a  special  reduced  price  is  available  to 
UMC  churches.  Already  over  1,000  churches  are  taking  advantage 
of  this  excellent  opportunity  to  raise  funds  for  missions,  education, 
youth  work,  budgets,  music  programs,  restoration  and  benevo- 
lences!  For  information  write  to  the  above  address. 
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Africans  learn  Japanese  farming 


Madonna  and  child 

MB  ALA,  ZAMBIA  —  This  photograph  is  a  copy  of  a  Madonna  and  Child 
greeting  card  made  of  dried  banana  leaves  by  a  seventh-grade  boy  in  the 
Diocese  of  Mbala,  Zambia.  hkucioi  snkwsskkvh  kimioto 


Church-aided  institute  trains  grassroots  for  long-term  hunger  relief 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NISHINASUNO,  Japan  -  Flying  an 
African  farmer  to  prosperous  Japan  for  a 
year  while  his  continent  is  gripped  by 
famine  doesn’t  seem  the  most  likely 
action  for  a  relief  agency  to  take. 

But  that’s  what  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  ( UMCOR )  has  done 
with  the  Rev.  James  Kanatey-Essel,  a 
Methodist  from  Ghana. 

The  farmer/preacher  from  parched, 
hunger-stricken  Africa  was  standing  in  a 
well-watered  rice  field  when  he  talked  to 
the  Reporter  in  September.  The  deep 
greens  of  his  surroundings  penetrated 
even  the  early  morning  mist  at  a 
Christian  farm  laboratory  at  Nishina- 
suno,  which  is  about  a  four-hour  drive 
north  of  Tokyo. 

Five  other  Africans  are  among  35 
students  from  15  Third  World  nations  at 
the  Asian  Rural  Institute  which  United 
Methodists  have  helped  support  for 
years. 

Training  “unique”  for  long-term 

The  presence  of  African  farmers  here 
—  especially  with  conditions  back  in 
Africa  so  urgent  —  emphasizes  what 
UMCOR  chief  Norma  Kehrberg  has  said 
about  her  agency’s  goal  for  relief  efforts 
in  Africa :  The  ultimate  goal  is  not  to  feed 
Africans  but  to  work  toward  a  future 
when  Africans  can  feed  themselves,  even 
when  nature  is  hostile. 

So  while  most  efforts  now  must  focus 
on  feeding  the  starving  millions  —  such 
as  through  the  UM  bishops’  $2. 5-million 
appeal  (see  UMR,  Nov.  23)  —  Ms. 
Kehrberg  has  said  United  Methodists 
also  must  continue  to  plant  seeds  for 
long-term  improvements. 

That’s  why  some  United  Methodist 
money  continues  to  support  non-emergency 
projects  such  as  the  rural  institute  here. 

The  Asian  Rural  Institute  is  unique. 


Freed  bishop  rakes  Zimbabwe  rule 


By  THOMAS  S.  McANALLY 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

ORLANDO,  Fla.  —  Elections  next 
spring  in  Zimbabwe  will  be  the  “last 
chance”  for  democracy  in  that  African 
country,  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  said 
■In  an  interview  here  Nov.  16. 

The  bishop  was  attending  the  semi¬ 
annual  meeting  of  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops.  He  was  recently 
released  after  almost  a  year  of  detention 
by  the  Zimbabwe  government. 

An  outspoken  critic  of  the  present 
government  of  Prime  Minister  Robert 
Mugabe,  Bishop  Muzorewa  was  jailed 
Oct.  31,  1983.  While  no  official  charges 
were  ever  filed  against  him,  government 
bfficials  said  the  bishop  was  held  on  sus¬ 
picion  of  having  subversive  links  with 
South  Africa. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  was  prime  minister 
bf  the  transitional  Zimbabwe-Rhodesia 
'Government  in  1979  but  his  party,  the 
United  African  National  Council 
‘  (UANC),  won  only  three  seats  in  the  100- 
seat  Parliament  in  the  1980  elections.  The 
party  of  Prime  Minister  Mugabe  was  the 
'victor  with  57  seats. 

In  the  interview  with  United  Methodist 
News  Service,  Bishop  Muzorewa ’s 
fcriticism  of  the  government  seemed  not 
to  have  been  diminished  by  his  detention. 
He  sharply  condemned  the  government’s 
policy  of  “scientific  socialism”  and  said 
that  while  Zimbabwe  still  functions 
‘technically  as  a  multi-party  democracy, 
“in  practice  freedom  is  only  theoretical.” 

He  said  the  ruling  party  is  advocating  a 
one-party  dictatorship  whose  main 
policies  make  African  governments 
“political  abattoirs  where  opponents  are 
either  detained  without  trial  or 
physically  eliminated  rather  than  demo¬ 
cratically  alienated.” 

Such  a  dictatorship,  he  added,  is  a 
“sure  way  of  implementing  what  has 
already  been  introduced  as  inde¬ 
pendence  without  freedom  of  associa¬ 
tion,  worship,  assembly,  the  press  and 
.movement.” 

-  As  the  country  approaches  its  elections 
in  the  spring,  he  said  a  commonly-used 
logan  is,  ‘ ‘This  is  our  last  chance.  ’  ’ 


“If  the  UANC  does  not  get  in  (power), 
my  country  will  have  lost  its  freedom," 
he  declared.  "All  people  who  believe  in 
freedom  will  have  lost.  Our  beautiful 
country  will  have  been  sold  into  one- 
party  dictatorship.” 

The  short,  mild-mannered  bishop  said 
he  is  not  seeking  “pleasure  or  prestige" 
but  that  the  fight  for  freedom  is  the  “re¬ 
sponsibility  of  the  church.” 

During  a  closed  session  early  in  the 
council  meeting  here,  Bishop  Muzorewa 
reportedly  told  his  colleagues  his  release 
was  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Later  in  the  four-day  meeting,  Bishop 
Arthur  F.  Kulah  of  Liberia  stood  and 
challenged  the  practice  of  bishops 
serving  as  members  of  parliaments,  an 
obvious  reference  to  Bishop  Muzorewa. 
Immediately  Bishop  Jesse  R.  DeWitt  of 
Chicago,  immediate  past  president  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
asked  that  discussion  of  the  matter  be  in 
closed  session. 

The  body  scheduled  30  minutes  for  a 


closed  discussion  at  a  later  time  but  the 
matter  occupied  an  entire  evening 
session  of  1 1  -  hours.  Bishop  Muzorewa 
left  the  session  before  it  adjourned  but 
said  he  was  not  asked  to  leave. 

No  bishop  would  comment  on  the  dis¬ 
cussions  during  the  session,  but  the 
status  of  Bishop  Muzorewa  has  been  a 
topic  of  concern  for  several  years.  The 
council  has  little  jurisdiction  over  the 
affairs  of  Bishop  Muzorewa  or  the 
Central  Conference  (regional  United 
Methodist  body  outside  the  U.S.)  but 
some  bishops  say  privately  they  wish  the 
bishop  would  choose  between  being  a 
bishop  and  a  politician. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  in  Zim¬ 
babwe  is  organized  into  one  annual 
(regional)  conference  with  five  districts 
and  400  churches. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  includes  61 
active  and  61  retired  bishops  who 
represent  9.4  million  members  in  the 
United  States  and  Puerto  Rico  and  about 
400,000  overseas. 


says  Harry  Haines,  Ms.  Kehrberg’s 
predecessor  as  head  of  UMCOR. 

Many  other  programs  train  Third 
World  students  in  agriculture,  but  most 
of  their  students  end  up  in  government  or 
corporate  jobs  in  urban  areas,  Dr. 
Haines  says.  If  churches  ever  are  to  get 
out  of  the  business  of  constant 
emergency  food  operations,  food 
production  problems  must  be  solved  in 
rural  communities,  he  says,  and  the 
“Asian  Rural  Institute  is  the  only 
program  I  know  that  trains  people  solely 
for  work  at  that  grassroots  level.  ’’ 

Each  one  teaches  many 

Students  at  the  institute  learn  how  the 
Japanese,  through  organic  farming, 
coax  large  amounts  of  food  out  of  small 
plots  of  land. 

But  can  so  few  students  make  a 
significant  difference  once  they  go 
home? 

Institute  leaders  say  that  for  11  years 
they  have  operated  under  the  philosophy 
that  if  they  train  a  key  person  from  a 
community,  almost  everybody  from  that 
community  can  benefit. 

“When  I  go  back.  I’ll  start  a  new 
church  in  central  Ghana  and  I’ll  start  an 
organic  farm."  Mr.  Kanatey-Essel  said. 

He  won’t  teach  people  in  his  com¬ 
munity  through  formal  education  to 
improve  their  farming.  Rather,  he  will 
teach  by  example,  he  said:  "I  will  be 
successful  with  my  farm.  And  the  people 
will  imitate  my  success.” 

The  Methodist  preacher/farmer  said 
one  major  problem  in  Ghana  is  that 
farmers  traditionally  have  worked  on 
one  piece  of  land,  exhausted  it  and  then 
moved  on.  But  by  mixing  animal  hus¬ 
bandry  and  tilling,  farmers  can  settle 
down  and  produce  far  more,  he  said. 

“I’ll  raise  pigs,  rabbits,  poultry  and 
start  fish  farming.  I’ll  encourage  people 
to  grow  their  own  animals  and  then  to  use 
the  feces  to  fertilize  the  vegetables." 

At  the  rural  institute,  the  air  is  filled 
with  the  sounds  and  smells  of  poultry, 
cattle,  swine  and  other  animals  which 
the  students  raise  and  butcher  and  then 
tan  the  hides.  Self-sufficiency  is  practiced 
in  almost  every  way  possible. 

Doing  about  three  hours  of  chores  each 
day.  students  raise  80  percent  of  the 
meat,  vegetables,  milk,  eggs  and  grain 
for  the  60  persons  at  the  institute  —  on  just 
five  acres.  They  also  do  all  the  food  pro¬ 
cessing  and  cooking. 

Only  leaders  welcome 

The  Asian  Rural  Institute  has  a  very 
elitist  admissions  policy.  Only  leaders 
are  welcome. 

“We  don’t  want  to  waste  our  money  on 
students  who  are  not  proven  leaders," 
said  Toshihiro  Takami,  founder  and 
director. 

He  said  institute  leaders  know  the  only 
way  they  can  make  a  significant  impact 
in  Third  World  nations  is  to  train  people 
who  will  influence  large  populations. 

That  doesn't  mean  the  institute  seeks 
wealthy,  highly  educated  or  privileged 
citizens.  Rather,  it  uses  church  and  other 
networks  to  find  people  who  are  natural 


Professor  urges  journalism  students 
to  apply  their  faith  in  newswriting 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Walt  Brovald  believes  there  is  more  to 
his  job  as  a  journalism  professor  than 
instructing  students  in  the  “write”  way. 

Through  his  “special  ministry,”  the 
United  Methodist  layman  serves  as  a 
one-man  support  system  to  Christian 
journalism  students  at  the  University  of 
Minnesota  in  Minneapolis.  Mr.  Brovald 
encourages  them  to  apply  their  faith  to 
their  journalism  careers  and  under¬ 
scores  the  need  for  them  as  Christian 
journalists  to  stay  in  the  field  of  secular 
journalism. 

“Many  Christian  students  become 
disenchanted  with  journalism  before 
they  enter  the  field  because  they  hear 
that  most  newsrooms  are  dominated  by 
non-Christians  who  ridicule  Christians 
because  of  their  faith,"  he  says. 

Now  director  of  the  university's 


THE  ILIFF  WEEK  OF 
GRADUATE  LECTURES 

The  Iliff  School  of  Theology 
January  28-31,  1985 
Guest  Preacher:  Dr.  James  A.  Forbes 

Union  Theological  Seminary,  New  York 
Keynote  Address:  Dr.  Rubem  Alves 

State  University  of  Campinas,  Brazil 

Guest  Lecturers : 

Dr.  A.  James  Armstrong 
Washington,  D.C. 


Dr.  C.  Dean  Freudenberger 
Claremont  School  of  Theology 


Dorothy  Donnelly 
San  Francisco  Theological 
Seminary 

Dr.  Dennis  MacDonald 
Iliff  School  of  Theology 


Celebration  of  Assignment  of  Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  to  the  Denver  Area 
C.E.U.  Workshops: 

“The  Search  for  a  Contemporary  Spirituality” 

“The  Way  of  Seduction:  Meditations  on  How  Words  Become 
Flesh” 

“Decision-Making  in  Ministry:  Shaping  and  Honoring 
Priorities” 

“Prophecy  Then  and  Now” 

“Computers  for  More  Effective  Ministry” 

“Race,  Racism,  and  Reconciliation” 

For  further  information  write:  The  Iliff  Week  of  Graduate  Lectures. 
The  Iliff  School  of  Theology,  2201  S.  Universitv  Blvd  Denver  CO 
80210.  (303)  744-1287. 


Professor  Walt  Brovald 


undergraduate  studies  program. 
Brovald  has  been  a  journalism  instructor 
there  since  1967.  "I  have  done  a  lot  of 
counseling  over  these  years."  he  says 
“And  Christian  students  often  ask,  ‘is  my 
faith  compatible  with  journalism?  ’ 

“My  response  is  ‘yes.’  Then  I  tell  them 
the  only  way  to  change  the  negative 
attitudes  often  held  by  the  secular  press 
toward  religious  issues  is  to  enter  the  field 
and  put  their  faith  to  work  there.  This 
will  mean  writing  with  truth  and  compas¬ 
sion.  They  should  also  care  about  the 
sensitivities  and  feelings  of  the  people 
involved  in  their  articles. 

“Non-Christians  also  can  write  with 
high  ethical  standards.  And  in  those 
cases,  there  will  be  no  difference  be¬ 
tween  an  article  written  by  a  non-Chris¬ 
tian  and  a  Christian  journalist. 

“Yet  I  believe  there  is  a  kind  of  spiritu¬ 
ality  a  Christian  reporter  brings  to  an 
article  that  reveals  an  understanding  of 
God's  scheme  of  things.  And  many 
people  read  newspapers  looking  for 
examples  of  this  being  God's  world." 

Mr.  Brovald  knows  of  such  differences 
first  hand.  Prior  to  joining  the  faculty  at 
the  University  of  Minnesota,  he  was 
editor  and  publisher  of  a  weekly  news¬ 
paper  in  Wisconsin  for  14  years.  He  says 


NISHINASUNO,  Japan  —  Early-morning  mists  surround  the  Rev.  James 
Kanatey-Essel,  a  Methodist  from  Ghana,  as  he  begins  work  in  a  field  here.  A 
church-supported  institute  hopes  to  train  him  to  return  home  and  become  a 
leader  in  his  community’s  food  production,  umr  staff  piioto  by  roy  Howard  beck 


leaders  in  rural  communities  and  who 
are  committed  to  staying  in  those  com¬ 
munities,  Mr.  Takami  said. 

Many  institute  students  are  ministers 
who,  like  Mr.  Kanatey-Essel,  also  farm. 
"The  way  Jesus  felt  compassion  for  the 
hungry  crowds  even  while  he  was 
teaching  shows  that  it  is  not  enough  just 
to  preach,"  the  50-year-old  Ghanan  said. 
“You  also  have  to  provide." 

The  institute  keeps  track  of  its  254 
graduates  and  states  that  more  than  90 
percent  of  them  continue  to  “work  daily 
with  their  people  at  the  grass-roots  level 
for  the  sake  of  human  development.  " 

The  institute's  literature  makes  it 
clear  that  its  roots  are  in  the  Christian 
faith.  Students  are  accepted  regardless 
of  their  belief  but  they  are  expected  to  be 
motivated  by  a  conviction  “which  is 
basically  religious."  All  full-time  faculty 
are  Christians. 

Gretchen  DeVries,  an  American 
missionary  on  the  administration  staff, 
leads  a  “Christian  beliefs"  class  once  a 
week  for  students.  “We  talk  about 
community,  stewardship  and  especially 
about  how  all  resources  are  God’s." 

Each  morning,  students  and  faculty 
gather  on  the  volley  ball  court  to  do 
exercises  along  with  much  of  the 
Japanese  population,  using  a  regimen 
broadcast  nationally  over  the  radio. 
After  another  15  minutes  of  devotions, 
morning  chores  are  begun. 


Bible  verses  are  used  freely  to  back 
the  institute’s  principles,  Ms.  DeVries 
said,  and  that  use  has  formed  the  founda¬ 
tion  for  attacking  attitudes  about  the  role 
of  women  in  Third  World  Societies. 

Role  of  women  challenged 

"Women  around  the  world  carry  the 
biggest  burden  of  food  production, 
processing,  cooking  and  child  bearing, 
but  the  men  usually  get  the  training 
opportunities,”  Ms.  DeVries  said. 

The  institute  strives  for  an  even  ratio 
between  male  and  female  students.  It 
almost  achieved  that  this  year.  About 
one-third  of  the  graduates  have  been 
women. 

“Many  men  students  have  never  been 
challenged  by  the  idea  that  the  Bible  has 
something  to  say  about  equality  between 
men  and  women,"  Mr.  Takami  said.  One 
African  said,  “We  can  never  allow 
women  to  tell  us  anything  because  we 
buy  them,”  Mr.  Takami  said.  Working  to 
change  such  attitudes  is  part  of  the 
institute's  task  in  improving  agriculture 
in  the  Third  World,  he  said. 

Mr.  Takami  calls  Dr.  Haines  of 
l/AJCOR  one  of  the  “fathers"  of  the 
institute  because  of  his  early  and  con¬ 
tinuing  support 

UMCOR  has  supported  the  institute  for 
years,  including  budget  items  of  $12,500 
during  each  of  the  last  two  years. 


U.S.  group  helps  protect 
Salvador  church  workers 
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he  "had  not  picked  up  a  Bible”  since  his 
confirmation  as  a  youth. 

While  at  the  Wisconsin  newspaper  in 
1959,  he  became  interested  in  church 
again.  “When  I  came  back  to  Christ,  my 
newspaper  and  my  news  judgment  im¬ 
proved,”  he  says.  "I  was  less  roughshod 
because  I  was  more  sensitive  to  people." 

A  certified  United  Methodist  lay 
speaker.  Mr.  Brovald  is  an  active 
member  of  Cleveland  Avenue  UMC  in  St. 
Paul,  where  he  occasionally  delivers  a 
sermon  in  the  pastor's  absence.  He  also 
has  been  teaching  Bible  study  there  for 
the  past  17  years. 

In  addition  to  helping  Christian 
students  with  counseling,  Mr.  Brovald 
started  a  Christian  journalists'  news¬ 
letter  four  years  ago  at  his  own  expense. 
Issued  quarterly,  he  prints  about  60 
copies  of  the  newsletter  and  distributes 
them  to  students  on  campus  and  mails  a 
few  to  professional  Christian  journalists 
across  the  country. 

Summing  up  his  efforts  he  said,  "The 
secular  press  in  particular  must  be  seen 
as  a  mission  field,  white  for  harvesting.  I 
am  determined  to  help  students  do  God’s 
service  there." 

-SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

OAK  LAWN,  Ill.  —  Some  United  Meth¬ 
odists  are  joining  an  ecumenical  effort  to 
help  save  the  lives  of  some  church 
workers  in  El  Salvador. 

The  effort  is  directed  by  a  group  known 
as  the  Christian  Urgent  Action  Network 
for  El  Salvador  (CUANE). 

The  non-political,  church-related 
group  was  formed  10  months  ago  when 
churches  in  El  Salvador  appealed  to  U.S. 
churches  for  help  in  freeing  church 
workers  detained  by  the  Salvadoran 
government. 

Initiated  by  a  cluster  of  Presbyterian 
churches  in  Chicago,  the  network  is  com¬ 
posed  of  Christians  from  various  denomi¬ 
nations  who  send  hundreds  of  messages 
and  cablegrams  to  appropriate  officials 
in  El  Salvador  concerning  the  missing 
workers  in  hopes  of  gaining  their  release. 

In  addition  to  Presbyterians  and 
United  Methodists,  Mennonite, 
Lutheran,  Roman  Catholic  and  United 
Church  of  Christ  members  are  involved 

The  network  has  been  endorsed  by  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  of  United 
Methodism’s  Northern  Illinois  Annual 
Conference.  It  is  also  supported  by 
Bishop  Jesse  DeWitt  of  the  Chicago  Area 
The  Rev.  Jack  Cory  of  First  UMC  here 
represents  the  United  Methodist  Church 
on  the  network's  administrative  board. 

According  to  Mr.  Cory,  “It  doesn’t  take 
much  for  a  church  worker  to  be  detained 
or  suspected  in  El  Salvador.  There  are 
some  500,000  Salvadoran  refugees  in 
their  own  country  due  to  the  four-year 
civil  strife.  When  a  church  worker  does 
something  as  innocuous  as  provide  food 


for  the  refugees,  he  or  she  may  be  subject 
to  attack  by  the  Salvadoran  national 
police,  the  right-wing  death  squads  or  the 
leftist  guerrillas  and  may  turn  up 
missing. 

“When  a  church  worker  is  missing,  a 
source  in  El  Salvador  contacts  the 
network. 

“Our  rationale  is  that  once  a  church 
worker  disappears,  the  quicker  the 
information  is  made  public  in  the  U.S. 
and  El  Salvador,  the  more  their  chances., 
for  survival  are  increased,"  he  said. 
“Our  network  contacts  El  Salvador’s 
national  police,  Salvadoran  President 
Duarte  and  U.S.  ambassador  to  El 
Salvador,  Thomas  Pickering,  to 
publicize  the  disappearance  as  soon  as 
we  learn  about  it. 

"The  network  has  been  in  full 
operation  since  August.  In  those  four 
months  we  have  received  three  requests 
for  help  in  locating  missing  El  Sal¬ 
vadoran  church  workers,  and  in  each 
case  our  efforts  have  been  successful,” 
Mr.  Cory  said. 


TOUR  NEW  ZEALAND 
AUSTRALIA  &  FIJI 
Depart  March  1,1985.  21  days, 
Inc.  weekend  home  visit  with 
UMC,  Hastings,  N.Z. 

•Touring  by  Newmans 
South  Pacific  Tours 
•Call  Collect  312-325-1335 
for  detailed  Itinerary, 
or  write:  Hinsdale  Travel 
Service,  Ste.lOO,  201 E. 
Ogden,  Hinsdale,  II.,  60521 
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Nt 8-126467.  $24.50  (plus  $1.72  postage  & 
handling) 

Faith 

Price  subject  to  change.  Add  sales  tax  if  applicable. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed! 

l  by  Bishop 

Leontine  T.C.  Kelly 

Order  toll  free:  1-800-672-1 789.  Use  your  Cokesbury  Account, 
American  Express,  Visa,  or  MasterCard  Call  Monday-Friday.  8-4 
Central  time  or  8-4  Pacific  time.  For  personal  service,  call  your 
Cokesbury  store.  Also  available  by  mail  order  from  your 

Cokesbury  Service  Center 

Q  Cokesbury 
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Dead  pilot 
surrounded 
on  landing 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  United  Methodist  missionary  pilot 
killed  earlier  this  month  in  Zaire  (see  UMR, 
Nov.  23)  was  surrounded  by  hostile 
armed  persons  as  soon  as  he  landed  his 
plane,  according  to  news  reports  from 
that  African  country. 

Stanley  G.  Ridgway,  35,  had  his  plane 
commandeered  to  fly  a  high-ranking 
Zairian  army  officer  from  Lubumbashi 
to  Moba,  and  all  persons  on  board  were 
killed  by  the  persons  who  met  them  in 
Moba,  it  was  reported. 

A  memorial  service  for  Mr.  Ridgway, 
a  Canadian  citizen,  was  held  Nov.  17  in 
Lubumbashi  where  his  wife  and  three 
children  live.  Burial  was  in  Moba  where 
he  had  helped  to  build  a  new  United 
Methodist  church. 

United  Methodism's  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  has  56  missionaries 
who  continue  to  work  in  Zaire.  The 
country  has  five  UM  annual  conferences 
with  more  than  500  pastors  and  approxi¬ 
mately  300,000  members.  United  Method¬ 
ism  in  Zaire  is  one  of  the  fastest  growing 
churches  in  Africa. 

Peggy  Billings,  head  of  the  World  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Global  Ministries,  issued  this  state¬ 
ment:  “We  are  deeply  saddened  by  this 
loss  (of  Mr.  Ridgway)  and  also  by  the 
death  of  those  Zairian  citizens  killed 
during  the  fighting  in  the  area.  We  are 
seeking  additional  information  through 
both  church  and  government  channels  to 
get  a  more  complete  picture  of  what  hap¬ 
pened." 

Ms.  Billings  added  that  Global  Minis- 
•  tries  had  assured  the  Zairian  bishops. 
Onema  Fama,  Ngoy  Kimb  Wakadilo  and 
Kainda  Katembo,  of  "our  prayers  and 
continuing  support  for  the  church  in 
Zaire."  The  three  bishops  were  in  the 
United  States  attending  the  recent  Coun- 
'  cil  of  Bishops’  meeting. 
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Post  card  marks  Bicentennial 

WESTMINSTER,  Md.  —  A  locally-designed  post  card  helped  West¬ 
minster  UMC  here  celebrate  the  200th  anniversary  of  American 
Methodism  recently.  The  cards  sold  for  5  cents  each,  with  profits  from 
this  and  other  projects  going  to  the  church’s  Bicentennial  fund. 

ART  BV  DAVID  BEARR  AND  PHYLLIS  KNOX  TRUMP 


the  church  today 


Famed  choral  conductor 
joins  two  faculties 

ATLANTA  —  Robert  Shaw,  music 
director  and  conductor  of  the  Atlanta 
Symphony  Orchestra,  has  been 
appointed  a  professor  of  music  and 
humanities  at  United  Methodist-related 
Emory  University  and  at  its  Candler 
School  of  Theology. 

Mr.  Shaw,  famed  internationally  as  a 
choral  director  since  the  1940s,  will  give 
two  major  lectures  and  conduct  two 
concerts  yearly.  He  also  will  help  plan 
Candler’s  church  music  workshop  each 
January. 

Clergy  dependents  offered 
up  to  50%  school  aid 

FAYETTE,  Mo.  -  Central  Methodist 
College  here  has  started  a  tuition-assis- 


Magazine  reprint  utilized 
as  UMC  educational  tool 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

In  Broomall,  Pa.,  St.  Mark’s  United 
Methodist  Church  sends  a  copy  of  the 
Saturday  Evening  Post’s  April  1984  article 
on  American  Methodism  with  a  letter  of 
welcome  to  every  visitor. 

The  Rev.  J.  C.  Nesbitt  says  it’s  a 
capsule  way  to  let  newcomers  know 
“where  we’re  coming  from  and  what 
we’re  doing  in  the  world  right  now." 

In  Lansing,  Mich.,  reprints  of  the  same 
magazine  article  were  sent  last  summer 
to  every  member  of  Central  UMC 
inviting  them  to  “get  in  touch  with  their 
(denomination's)  roots.” 

,  More  than  1  million  undated  reprints  of 
the  article  have  been  distributed  by  an 
Indiana  firm  which  bought  reprint 
rights  from  the  magazine.  The  firm 
offers  bulk-order  reprints  to  local  United 
Methodist  churches. 

One  co-owner  of  the  Indiana  firm  is  the 
Rev.  Mark  Gough,  a  member  of  United 
Methodism’s  North  Indiana  conference. 
He  thinks  the  magazine  reprints  can  be  a 
vital  tool  in  the  denomination’s  goal  of 
doubling  its  membership  by  1992. 

In  mailings  to  pastors,  his  firm  is 
asking  pastors  to  order  enough  reprints 
so  that  each  active  member  has  ten 
copies.  Pastors  are  then  advised  to  chal¬ 
lenge  their  members  to  distribute  those 
reprints  to  persons  outside  the  church. 

The  article,  with  appropriate 
Methodist  historical  photos,  occupied 
nearly  four  pages  in  the  magazine.  The 
article  is  one  in  a  series  the  Saturday 
Evening  Post  has  run  on  major  Amer¬ 
ican  religious  denominations.  Mr. 


THE  SATURDAY 
EVENUS&JPOST 


Gup* 


TtS  Unique 
'•  Church 

M  Cookbook 

M 

Includes:  sung  graces,  hints,  humor,  his¬ 
tory,  menus  for  church  year,  favorite 
recipes.  $1 1 . 

United  Methodist  Church 
50  Park  Place,  Morristown, 
New  Jersey  07950 


This  cover  adorns  more  than  1  million 
reprints  ordered  by  United  Methodist 
churches. 

Gough’s  firm  owns  reprint  rights  to 
those,  too. 

Mr.  Nesbitt  of  Pennsylvania  told  the 
Reporter.  “The  article  on  Methodism  is  a 
classy  piece  that  catches  the  eye  and  is 
short  enough  that  people  will  probably 
read  it.  Frankly,  I’m  using  it  as  an 
educational  piece.  In  a  concise  and  basic 
way  it  lets  people  know  who  we  are  as 
United  Methodists.  " 

He  also  plans  to  use  the  reprints  in 
confirmation  classes,  new-member 
classes  and  for  followup  with  visitors. 

Several  ministers  who  have  ordered 
copies  of  the  reprints  told  the  Reporter 
humorously  they  doubt  any  hearts  will  be 
“strangely  warmed”  as  a  result  of  the 
reprint  distribution.  But  they  added  that 
some  persons  could  become  interested 
enough  in  it  to  visit  a  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Beyond  that,  said  the  Rev.  Mick 
McGinniss  of  First  UMC  in  Murrysville, 
Pa.,  it’s  up  to  the  churches  to  step  in  and 
share  the  message  of  Jesus  Christ,  some¬ 
thing  the  reprints  can’t  do. 

Reprints  cost  20  cents  each  for  mini¬ 
mum  orders  of  250.  They  are  available 
from  Benjamin-Allan  &  Associates,  Box 
91.  Alexandria,  Ind.  46001. 


CHURCH  IN  SUBURBAN  LitUe  Rock  seeks  full-time 

Director  of  Christian  Education  and  Youth.  Salar> 
negotiable,  commensurate  with  experience  and 
capabilities  Send  resume  to:  Courtney  Swindler.  Si 
Paul  United  Methodist  Church.  2223  Durwood  Road. 
Little  Rock  AR  72207 

EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH  Minister  to  serve  on  pus 

loral  team  in  1.500  member  l  .M  Church  in  Scntts 
dale.  A Z.  $25,000  package.  Send  resume  to  4140 
Miller.  85251 

NEW  PARENTING  PROGRAM  Growing  With 

SEEKING  CERTIFIED  DIRECTOR  Christian 
Education.  1.000  members.  Administration  and 
comprehensive  program  of  education  including 
children,  adult  and  family  ministries  Salary 
negotiable  Contact  Sharon  Weber.  First  UMC.  13222 
Bailey.  Whittier  California  90fini  '212'  6*01)22 

prises.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  4690  Pali' 
Avenue.  La  Mesa.  CA  92041  $10.00  Text  and  Oniric 

WANTED  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Music  und 
South  Ministry  in  a  United  Methodist  Church  of  471* 
members  Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist 
church.  I*  o  Box  123.  Houston.  MS  7885'. 

ADULT  BIBLICAL  INTERDEPENDENT  LEARN¬ 
ING.  Combines  biblical  scholarship  and  adult  educa¬ 
tion.  Offers  leadership  training  in  interdependent 
learning  and  furnishes  tools  for  building  Christian 
community.  Training  schedules,  information:  ABIL. 
1252  Lake  Lane.  East  Troy.  WI 53120,  ( 414 )  642-7260 

EDUCATION  MINISTRY:  NEEDED  A  full  lime 

person  in  the  area  ol  Christian  Education  with  a 
strong  emphasis  on  youth  ministry^  for  a  1.3U0 
member  church  in  Clearwater.  FL  Salary  negoti¬ 
able.  Send  resume  to  Skycrest  United  Methodist 
Church  2045  Drew  Street .  Clearwater.  FI  3:5577. 

CHRISTIAN  JOURNALIST  NEEDS  your  help 

researching  Heaven  What  do  you  think  Heaven  is 
like?  Why  ?  Please  respond  to  James  Robb.  515 North 
l-cxington.  Wilmore  KY  4039n 

THE  METHODIST  EXCITEMENT  IN  TEXAS:  A 

Historv  A  chronicle  of  the  heritage*  left  by  Anglos. 
Blacks.  Hispanics.  Mexicans  and  Europeans  who 

planted  Methodism  ui  the  Lone  Star  state.  Send  $16  95 
to 'T  M.H.S..”  P  O  Box  7127,  Dallas.  TX  75209. 

free.  HMWi  841-4350  Orchard  Pecan  Company.  I’  o. 
Box  727  Albanv.  Georgia  -11702 

12  DAYS.  EEB  17-28.  Holy  Land  plus  Petra.  Athens. 

Corinth  $2,062  from  Dallas.  Experienced  Tour  Hosts. 
For  brochure:  Reverend  &  Mrs  Gus  Browning.  409 
Hillside.  Kilgore.  TX  75662,  (214 1  984-3576.  984-3482. 

NEEDED  AT  ONCE  Part  lime  church  secretary .  5 
days  a  week.  Hours  negotiable,  minimum  4  hours  a 
day.  Present  church  secretary  leaves  end  of 
December  Send  resume  Lennox  United  Methodist 
Church.  4556  Lennox  Boulevard.  Inglewood.  CA 
worn  or  c  all  '212  (775-8534  CIIM  P  P  It  C 

CUSTOM  STOLES.  BANNERS,  paraments  for 

seasonal  and  special  services:  Designs  for  Worship 
Inc..  2860  Walnut  Hill  Lane.  Suite  1U0A.  Dallas.  TX 
7522!).  -2!4  -  352-6114 

WANTED  FUI.L-TIME  Minister  Minimum  Milan 

$18,000  Strong  Christian  background  required 
Please  send  resume  to  The  Good  Samaritan  United 
Methodist  Church.  19624  Homestead  Road, 
Cupertino.  CA  HOW  4,  1MB  253  0751 

SPUING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  n*  tla.  Smokies  aval 

Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Completely 
furnished  efficiences  $125  week.  $400  lour  weeks: 
Clayton  Calhoun.  PUB  1138.  Waynesville.  N<  2878 n. 

Klil'cAT'lof.  MIMSTkV  VEEMa..  -Tull'," 

person  in  Christian  Education  with  a  strong 

GA\  AND  LESBIAN  United  Methodists  li  tends 

and  fumilies  It's  lime  for  Affirmation!  Write  P  «» 
Box  strjoi.  Evanston. !! 

church  in  Jacksonville  Florida  Salary  negotiable 
Send  resume  to  Arlington  United  Methodist  Church. 
1400  University  Blvd  .  North.  Jacksonville.  FI.  3221 1. 
Attention  Rev  Warren  Wasson, 

NEED  A  l  UND  Raisei  Publish  a  Group  l  ooklx<nh 

Free  brochure,  estimates  We  also  specialize  in 
church  and  family  histories  Sanders  Printing.  Box 
160- M2.  Garretson.  SD  57030. 1 605>  594-3427 

tance  plan  for  sons  and  daughters  of 
United  Methodist  clergypersons  believed 
to  be  the  most  generous  in  the  country. 

Beginning  with  the  1985-86  school  year, 
50  scholarships  will  be  awarded  to 
dependents  of  UMC  clergy.  Each  schol¬ 
arship  will  be  half  of  tuition  cost  or  full 
financial  need,  with  the  exact  amount  to 
be  determined  from  a  standard  national 
financial-aid  form. 

Officials  at  the  denomination’s 
Division  of  Higher  Education  in 
Nashville  said  several  UM-related 
schools  offer  special  financial  assistance 
for  UMC  clergy  dependents  but  none  that 
they  know  of  offers  more  than  the  new 
plan  here. 

Archives  capital  campaign 
draws  support  from  conferences 

MADISON,  N.J.  —  The  ongoing  capital 
campaign  for  the  $2. 75-million  United 
Methodist  Archives  and  History  Center 
at  Drew  University  has  received  a  major 
boost  of  $335,000  from  United  Methodist 
conferences  nationwide,  Dr.  Stanley  J. 
Menking,  director  of  the  national  cam¬ 
paign  and  associate  dean  of  the  Drew 
Theological  School,  has  announced. 

Dr,  Menking  noted  strong  annual 
conference  support  is  being  received  as  a 
result  of  the  unanimous  endorsement  of 
the  capital  campaign  voted  by  the 
United  Methodist .  General  Conference 
last  May  in  Baltimore,  Md.  To  date, 
including  those  conferences  which  took 
action  prior  to  General  Conference.  14 
annual  conferences  have  designated 
$335,000  toward  the  campaign,  to  be  paid 
over  the  next  four  years  beginning  with 
1985  budgets. 

Retirement  plan  added 
as  church  fund  option 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Development  Fund  (UMDF) 
begins  the  new  quadrennium  with  two 
major  new  strategies  for  encouraging 
investment  in  the  fund.  The  innovations 
were  approved  at  the  meeting  of  the 
UMDF  board  of  directors  here  recently. 

Directors  also  voted  $945,000  worth  of 
new  loans  to  seven  churches  for 
construction  and  major  improvement  of 
church  facilities. 

Beginning  in  1985  United  Methodists 
will  be  able  to  open  Individual  Retire¬ 
ment  Accounts  (IRAs)  with  the  develop¬ 
ment  fund,  an  investment  opportunity 
with  several  attractive  features.  These 
accounts  allow  the  individual  to  invest  up 
to  $2,000  a  year  in  a  security  and  not  pay 
taxes  until  the  money  is  withdrawn 
Couples  can  put  up  to  $2,250  into  a  joint 
account.  Interest  on  the  IRAs  is  to  be  9‘j 
percent  annually.  The  new  accounts  are 
being  handled  by  the  St.  Louis  Mer¬ 
cantile  Bank. 

In  addition,  the  fund  board  authorized 
a  special  team  to  promote  the  fund 
among  investors. 


Limit  placed 
on  pension 
arms  stock 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
ATLANTA  —  The  General  Board  of 
Pensions  meeting  here  Nov.  14-16  voted 
to  limit  its  investments  in  defense- 
related  companies  and  to  continue  com¬ 
batting  racism  in  South  Africa  by  using 
stockholder  resolutions  to  support  the 
“Sullivan  Principles." 

The  principles,  created  by  the  Rev. 
Leon  Sullivan,  a  civil  rights  activist  from 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  provide  guidelines  for 
U.S.  companies  that  have  operations  in 
South  Africa.  They  are  aimed  at 
combatting  the  oppressive  racial 
practices  of  apartheid. 

The  30-member  governing  body 
learned  that  investments  and  income  of 
the  board  continue  to  grow.  The  Rev. 
James  F.  Parker  of  Evanston,  Ill.,  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  board,  reported  that  invest¬ 
ments  had  earned  $78  million  during  the 
first  nine  months  of  1984.  Through 
September,  net  income  from 
investments  was  $74  million.  In  the  last 
five  years,  the  average  compounded 
income  from  the  board’s  investments 
was  12.1  percent. 

The  board’s  net  assets  have  a  current 
market  value  of  $1,550,000,000  and  a  cur¬ 
rent  cost  value  of  $1,443,217,000. 

During  the  first  nine  months  of  1984, 
operating  costs  for  the  board  were 
$4,089,220  or  four-tenths  of  one  percent  of 
the  agency’s  total  assets.  Jed  Hornung, 
general  secretary  of  the  board,  stated 
that  the  amount  was  well  within  the 
guidelines  set  by  the  Church  Pensions 
Conference. 

The  Conference  is  a  group  of  Pro¬ 
testant,  Roman  Catholic  and  Jewish 
pensions  leaders  from  34  bodies  which 
has  set  a  maximum  of  one-half  of  one 
percent  of  total  assets  as  an  acceptable 
amount  for  operating  expense. 

Board  members  voted  not  to  invest 
further  in  any  company  known  to  make 
more  than  15  percent  of  its  income  from 
defense  contracts.  Reporting  for  the 
Corporate  and  Fiduciary  Responsibility 
Committee,  Talmadge  Roberts, 
Washington,  D.C.,  said  that  the  board's 
investment  holdings  had  been  examined 
from  the  perspectives  of  theological, 
moral  and  social  values. 

There  will  be  no  wholesale  selloff  of  the 
currently  owned  stocks,  but  if  more  than 
15  percent  of  the  income  for  any  cor¬ 
poration  is  found  to  come  from  defense- 
related  conracts,  that  firm’s  stock  will 
not  be  purchased. 

Bishop  attends 
7 3rd  meeting 
of  high  council 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
ORLANDO,  Fla.  —  Retired  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Roy  H.  Short  may  have 
set  a  record  when  he  attended  his  73rd 
meeting  of  the  denomination's  Council  of 
Bishops  here  Nov.  13-16. 

Bishop  Short,  82,  isn’t  the  oldest 
member  of  the  council,  however.  That 
distinction  belongs  to  Bishop  Nolan  B. 
Harmon,  ten  years  his  senior. 

Both  men  were  recognized  by  their  col¬ 
leagues  during  meetings  here.  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  Short  live  in  Nashville  and 
drove  to  the  Orlando  meeting.  Bishop 
Harmon  of  Atlanta  spoke  during  opening 
sessions  of  the  council  when  16  new 
bishops  were  welcomed. 

Bishop  Short,  a  native  of  Kentucky, 
was  elected  bishop  in  1948  and  retired  in 
1972.  He  served  the  Florida,  Nashville 
and  Louisville  areas. 

Bishop  Harmon,  a  native  of  Missis¬ 
sippi,  was  elected  bishop  in  1956  and 
served  the  Charlotte  (N.C.)  Area  until  his 
retirement  in  1964.  Upon  the  death  of 
Bishop  Bachman  G.  Hodge,  he  also 
supervised  the  North  Alabama  Annual 
Conference  1961-64. 
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‘Social  Creed’  withstands 
test  of  several  decades 


By  WALTER  N.  VERNON 

Across  the  years  since  the  Christmas 
Conference  of  1784,  Methodists  Evangeli¬ 
cals  and  United  Brethren  have  increas¬ 
ingly  been  concerned  with  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  Christian  principles  to  all  the 
relations  that  persons  have  with  each 
other. 

In  1908  the  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  adopted  a 
Social  Creed  that  expanded  and  updated 
the  concerns  felt  for  all  citizens,  espe¬ 
cially  for  those  involved  in  the  increasing 
industrial  work  in  the  nation.  This  creed 
dealt  primarily  with  relations  between 
laborers  and  their  employers  —  protec¬ 
tion  from  dangerous  machinery;  occu¬ 
pational  diseases  and  injuries:  child 
labor:  employment  of  women  under 
unsuitable  conditions ;  excessive  hours  of 
labor;  and  a  “living  wage." 

Not  all  Methodists,  of  course,  approved 
the  church’s  stand  on  these  issues.  Some 
"opposed  it  bitterly,"  reported  William 
Warren  Sweet,  on  the  theory  that  this 
was  not  the  church’s  business  But  the 
creed  was  soon  adopted  by  the  newly- 
organized  Federal  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ,  of  which  a  Methodist  bishop. 
Eugene  R.  Hendrix,  was  the  first  presi¬ 
dent.  Soon  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  adopted  the  creed,  as  did 
the  United  Brethren  Church  and  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  The  Evan¬ 
gelical  Association,  as  a  member  of  the 
Federal  Council,  publicized  the  Creed. 

Across  the  years.  General  Conferences 
have  revised  the  creed  to  meet  emerging 
issues  in  our  relations  with  each  other. 
The  creed  itself  has  become  a  relatively 
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GREENHAM  COMMON,  England  —  Security  is  so  tight  at  this  NATO  air 
base  that  a  British  officer  asks  United  Methodist  Chaplain  Everett  Weiss 
(left)  for  identification.  The  base,  home  for  some  150  U.S.  Cruise  missiles, 
has  been  the  target  of  three  years’  constant  demonstrations  by  a  group 
know  n  as  the  Peace  Women.  umr  staff  photo  by  john  a.  lovelace 

Chaplain  chief  says 
chapel  programs  face 
increased  splintering 


brief  statement  phrased  in  general 
terms,  but  it  is  supplemented  by  a  state¬ 
ment  of  Social  Principles  of  16  pages  in 
"The  Book  of  Discipline." 

These  principles  deal  with  our  use  of 
natural  resources,  marriage  and 
divorce,  human  sexuality,  racial  and 
ethnic  minorities,  persons  with  handi¬ 
capping  conditions,  alcohol  and  other 
drugs,  private  ownership  of  property, 
poverty,  gambling,  basic  freedoms,  civil 
obedience,  and  civil  disobedience,  crime, 
military  service,  nations  and  cultures, 
national  power  and  responsibility,  and 
war  and  peace. 

“The  Social  Principles,"  says  "The 
Book  of  Discipline,"  "are  a  prayerful 
and  thoughtful  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
General  Conference  to  speak  to  the 
human  issues  in  the  contemporary  world 
from  a  sound  biblical  and  theological 
foundation  as  historically  demonstrated 
in  United  Methodist  traditions.  They  are 
intended  to  be  instructive  and  persuasive 
in  the  best  of  the  prophetic  spirit.  The  So¬ 
cial  Principles  are  a  call  to  all  members 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  to  a 
prayerful,  studied  dialogue  of  faith  and 
practice." 

In  other  words,  we  must  strive  to  be 
truly  Christian  in  all  our  relationships. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  continues  a 
series  of  articles  based  on  the  recent 
three-week  series  of  retreats  for  United 
Methodist  chaplains  in  Europe.  More  are 
scheduled  for  subsequent  issues  of  the 
Reporter. 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

The  chief  of  United  Methodism’s  chap¬ 
laincy  division  says  the  current  "splin¬ 
tering”  of  Protestant  and  Catholic 
chapels  on  U.S.  military  bases  is  the 
worst  he  has  seen. 

Not  since  World  War  II,  said  Major 
Gen.  Orris  Kelly,  have  so  many  small 
religious  groups  demanded  the  right  to 
minister  directly  to  military  persons 
with  on-base  chapel  services  and 
programs. 

Failing  to  gain  military  approval,  they 
start  churches  near  military  bases  and 
proselytize  for  members,  said  Chaplain 
Kelly  who  has  more  than  30  years' 
relation  to  the  chaplaincy,  including  five 
years  as  U.S.  Army  chief  of  chaplains 
and  five  years  as  head  of  the  United 
Methodist  Division  of  Chaplains  and 
Related  Ministries. 

Chaplain  Kelly  made  his  observation 
during  conversations  in  three  recent 
retreats  sponsored  by  his  division  for 
United  Methodist  chaplains  in  Europe. 

During  formal  discussions  at  all  three 
retreats  in  England.  Germany  and 
Greece,  chaplains  repeatedly  com¬ 
plained  that  they  face  relentless 
attempts  to  “splinter"  their  work  on  U.S. 
military  bases. 

It’s  not  that  multiple  groups  are 
without  their  own  representatives  in  the 
chaplaincy.  Some  130  religious  groups 
are  recognized  by  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Defense  as  official  “endorsing 
agencies"  for  military  chaplains.  Many 
are  sometimes  labeled  conservative 
or  fundamentalist.  Their  chaplains  are 
required  to  participate  in  official  non- 
denominational  chaplaincy  ministries. 

What  is  new,  Chaplain  Kelly  said,  is  a 
number  of  small  groups  which  ask.  in 
effect,  "What  is  the  cooperation  busi¬ 
ness?”  They  identify  the  military  as  a 
specific  mission  for  their  church  and  do 
not  want  to  come  under  the  "Protestant" 
chaplaincy  umbrella. 

"As  Methodists,"  he  said,  "we  have 
traditionally  kept  faith  with  our  ecumeni¬ 
cal  commitments.  Now  some  are  asking 
whether  we  want  to  start  organizing 
United  Methodist  churches  near  military 
communities. 

"Our  agency  says  no.  We  suggest 
United  Methodists  consider  more  event- 
oriented  programs  such  as  class 
meetings,  confirmation  classes  for  their 
children,  special  communion  services  — 
things  to  help  them  remember  who  they 
are  as  United  Methodists  —  but  to  stay  at 
‘the  ecumenical  table’  in  the  chaplaincy." 

Many  United  Methodists  and  others  in 
the  military  are  becoming  vociferous, 
Chaplain  Kelly  said,  about  the  takeover 
or  attempted  takeover  of  Christian 
education  of  children  in  military  settings 
by  groups  they  consider  schismatic. 

Two  young  United  Methodist  chaplains 
stationed  in  the  Mediterranean  told  how 


serious  and  how  personal  the  problem 
can  be. 

Navy  Chaplain  Mike  White,  the  only 
full-time  chaplain  at  a  small  naval 
communications  base  in  Nea  Makri, 
Greece,  said  one  man  who  attends 
Protestant  chapel  services  "pits  others 
against  me.  He  has  splintered  the  chapel. 

“He  announced  in  one  service  that  he 
was  going  to  baptize  his  daughter  the 
following  Sunday  in  the  base  swimming 
pool.  I  told  him  he  couldn’t  do  that,  and 
the  base  commander  the  next  day  ruled 
the  pool  off  limits  for  anything  like  that. 
But  authority,  tradition  and  discipline 
are  dirty  words  to  this  man." 

Navy  Chaplain  Marvin  McClain, 
serving  on  a  multiple-chaplain  base  in 
Sicily,  said  the  "ringleader"  of  the 
opposition  in  his  chapel  "takes  the  Lord’s 
name  in  vain.  She  wants  her  worship 
forms  used.  She  and  others  don’t  like 
affirmations,  collective  readings  or  even 
worship  bulletins.  They  say  those  things 
are  ‘too  Catholic.’  ” 

Chaplains'  wives  feel  the  pressure  too. 
Linda  White  in  Greece  said,  “On  a  small 
base  like  this  they  are  stuck  with  Mike,  a 
United  Methodist.  There’s  nowhere  else 
to  go,  so  they  take  out  their  bitterness  on 
him  and  on  us." 

Chaplain  White  said  he  has  decided 
“the  only  solution  is  to  continue  to  love 
the  persons  but  continue  the  battle  for  the 
ministry." 

Chaplain  McClain  said,  “My  concern  is 
for  these  persons  with  poisoned  minds. 
How  can  I  keep  them  from  doing  this  to 
others?  We  have  agreed  they  will  pray 
for  my  soul  and  I’ll  pray  for  theirs." 

Chaplain  Kelly  said  the  “splintering”  is 
one  evidence  of  “some  seriously  ill  ele¬ 
ments  in  Christianity  which  use  Catholics 
and  Jews  as  ‘whipping  boys.’  ”  He  said 
some  military  chaplains  refuse  even  to 
participate  in  memorial  services  with 
Jews  and  Catholics. 

Chaplain  Kelly  said  the  escalation  of 
the  "splintering"  problem  will  be  on  the 
agenda  soon  when  representatives  of 
denominational  endorsing  agencies  like 
his  own  meet  with  the  chiefs  of  chaplains 
of  the  three  armed  forces. 


AT  KEY  WORD  SERVICES... 

Our  soal  is  to  enhance 
your  ministry  by  caring  for 
your  technical  needs. 

Our  wad  processing 
services  include  tape 
transcription,  membership 
lists,  labels,  newsletters, 
manuscripts,  and  morel 

Call  a  write  fa  free  price 
list,  brochure  a  estimate. 

,OUR  GOALS  INTERTWINE 

12  Boardman  Street 
Westborough,  MA  01581 
(617)  3664549 


DR.  CHARLES  L.  ALLEN 

Invites  you  on  one  of 
his  1985  Spring  Tours  — 

Holy  Land  and 
Cairo, Egypt 
March  3-12 

GrandTourof  Italy 
April  21-May  3 

These  ore  Deluxe  tours  —  using  the  best  hotels,  thre^rieals  per  da^  expe^guides. 
finest  buses,  friendly  fellowship  of  delightful  people.  The  people  on  these  tours  will  be  from 
several  states,  representing  various  church  denominations.  Many  life-time  friendships  are 
formed.  Dr.  Allen  goes  each  day  on  the  bus  and  at  night  lectures  as  opportunity  permits. 
Mrs.  Mildred  Parker  is  co-host  of  the  tours. 

Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York 
For  complete  details,  please  write: 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 
Transco  Tower,  12th  Floor 
P.  O.  Box  1396 
Houston,  Texas  77251 
Or  call,  713/439-4072 
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Bible  distribution 


In  Brazil ,  public  school  classes  use  Scripture  for  texts 


Unlike  her  American  counterpart,  this  Brazilian 
student  studies  the  Bible  daily  in  her  public  school. 
Thanks  to  a  World  Home  Bible  League  program,  all  25 


million  Brazilian  school  children,  and  the  military 
and  prisons  as  well,  will  receive  New  Testaments 
during  the  next  five  years. 


By  LARRY JERDEN 
•  N1TEBOI,  Brazil  -  In  Brazil,  church 
;  and  state  are  working  together  to  gear 
;  up  for  the  largest  Bible  distribution  ef 
;  fort  in  history  —  and  it  will  take  place 
sj  largely  through  the  public  schools. 

Protestants  —  including  Methodists 
—  of  this  predominately  Catholic  coun¬ 
try  initiated  the  program  to  distribute 
25  million  New  Testaments  to  Brazil's 
school  children  over  the  next  five  years, 
but  it  has  received  the  endorsement  of 
s  everyone  from  President  Joao  Figuerido 
v  to  local  Catholic  school  teachers. 

V 

s  Social  values  seen 

Unlike  the  U.S.,  where  the  Bible  has 
been  all  but  banished  from  public  edu¬ 
cation,  the  study  of  the  New  Testament 
is  seen  by  the  President,  influential  con- 
.  gressmen,  top  members  of  the  national 
and  state  educational  departments,  and 
the  minister  of  culture  as  the  key  to  the 
social  development  of  their  nation 

The  initial  challenge  to  distribute  25 
million  New  Testaments  to  the  youth  of 
Brazil  came  more  than  a  year  ago  from 
one  of  Brazil's  best-known  Evangelical 
leaders  —  the  Rev.  Nilson  Fanini, 
pastor  of  this  city’s  5,000-member  First 
Baptist  Church. 

He  extended  the  challenge  at  cere¬ 
monies  marking  the  distribution  of 
World  Home  Bible  League’s  four  mil¬ 
lionth  New  Testament  in  Latin  Amer¬ 
ica’s  schools.  The  Bible  league  is  not  af¬ 
filiated  with  the  American  Bible 
Society,  but  it  is  supported  by  members 
of  a  wide  range  of  churches 

In  August,  at  an  evangelistic  rally  in 
a  45,000-seat  soccer  stadium.  Dr. 
Fanini’s  Reencontro  (Reencounter) 
Ministries  officially  launched  the  25 
million  campaign. 

The  Brazilian  president  has  ordered 
the  ministry  of  the  treasury  to  allow  all 
25  million  New  Testaments  into  Brazil 
free  from  both  duty  and  harbor  taxes. 

He  also  requested  that  in  addition  to 
placing  the  New  Testaments  in  schools, 
the  program  be  expanded  to  include 
distribution  in  prisons  and  to  the 
military. 

To  formalize  plans  for  what  World 
Home  Bible  League  leaders  are  calling 
the  largest  Scripture  distribution  effort 
ever  undertaken  in  a  single  nation,  pas¬ 
tors  and  denominational  leaders  from 
18  communions  gathered  recently  in 
this  city  across  the  bay  from  Rio  de 
Janeiro  to  name  a  national  steering 
committee. 

In  a  historic  first  for  Brazil,  represen 


tatives  of  groups  as  diverse  as  Episco¬ 
palians  and  Baptists,  Assemblies  of 
God  and  Roman  Catholics,  Lutherans 
and  Congregationalists,  Methodists  and 
Churches  of  Christ  and  Wesleyans  and 
Presbyterians  pledged  to  work  together 
to  complete  the  nationwide  distribution 
by  the  1990  target  date. 

Methodists  on  the  committee  include 
Bishops  Paulo  Ayres  and  Hilio  Mau- 
ricio  Brum.  The  Brazilian  Methodist 
Church  is  autonomous  from  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  U  S 

The  committee  faces  the  formidable 
task  of  distributing  New  Testaments 
amid  geography  ranging  from  tin 
ranehlands  of  the  south  to  the  jungles  o! 
the  Amazon,  and  from  cities  as  large  as 
Sao  Paulo  with  13  million  inhabitants 
to  remote  villages  far  in  the  interior. 

And  while  trucks  can  easily  transport 
crates  of  New  Testaments  between  and 
through  the  major  cities,  final  move¬ 
ment  into  the  Amazon  region  will  often 
be  by  dugout  canoe 
Support  comes  widely 

To  carry  the  work  to  every  corner  of 
their  nation  —  the  world’s  fifth  largest 
—  the  national  committee  members,  rep¬ 
resenting  each  of  Brazil’s  21  states. 


are  in  turn  organizing  state  and  local 
committees.' 

While  the  cooperative  effort  of  the 
Protestants,  the  government  and  the 
majority  Catholic  Church  promises  to 
provide  an  adequate  infrastructure  — 
and  financing  —  for  distribution.  Bra¬ 
zil’s  Christian  community  is  not  pros¬ 
perous  enough  either  to  purchase  or 
print  25  million  New  Testaments. 

Thus  the  appeal  went  out  lor  a  Chris¬ 
tian  version  of  “foreign  aid.” 

Brazil’s  project  became  international 
in  scope  when  a  Swedish  publisher 
agreed  to  subsidize  the  printing  of  one 
third  of  the  Portuguese  New  Testa¬ 
ments  needed  for  the  effort. 

And  it  reached  North  America  when 
the  challenge  to  raise  an  additional  $12 
million  to  print  and  ship  the  New  Testa 
ments  was  accepted  by  the  U  S. -based 
World  Home  Bible  League.  In  addition, 
Canadian  and  Australian  organizations 
are  also  gearing  up  to  support  the 
project. 

The  league’s  support  effort,  called 
Brazil/New  Life  ’90,  will  be  officially 
launched  at  the  annual  National  Reli¬ 
gious  Broadcasters  convention  Feb.  3-6 

But  even  before  its  “official”  U  S. 
kickoff,  the  World  Home  Bible  league 


already  has  1.5  million  of  the  Portu¬ 
guese  Scriptures  en  route  to  Brazilian 
ports. 

Once  in  Brazilian  warehouses,  Dr 
Fanini’s  Reencounter  Ministries  orga¬ 
nization  will  coordinate  distribution, 
working  with  state  ministries  of  edu¬ 
cation. 

Religion  study  is  required 

Dr.  Fanini  explained  that  in  Brazil, 
all  secondary  school  students  must  take 
religion  classes.  Students  have  a  choice 
of  attending  Jewish,  Catholic  or  "evan¬ 
gelical”  classes.  The  League's  New 
Testaments  are  used  in  both  of  the 
Christian  courses. 

In  Brazil,  students  say  they  immedi¬ 
ately  begin  reading  the  distributed 
Scriptures,  take  them  home  to  their 
parents,  and  entire  families  become 
Christians  as  a  result. 

To  the  educators  and  government  of 
Brazil,  Catholic  and  Protestant  alike, 
such  “conversions”  are  seen  as  a  step 
toward  a  brighter  national  future.  They 
cite  evidence  that  an  emphasis  on  Bible 
reading  increases  literacy  —  no  small 
concern  in  a  nation  that  expects  illit¬ 
eracy  to  rise  more  than  three  percent 
next  year. 


. . .  and  in  Angola ,  evangelicals  find  new  freedoms 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  Evangelicals  have 
more  freedom  to  spread  the  Gospel  in 
Angola  today  under  the  communists 
than  they  did  when  Portuguese  Cath¬ 
olics  ruled  the  country,  according  to  the 
Rev.  William  Franklin  Graham  III 
The  32-year-old  son  of  evangelist 
Billy  Graham  heads  an  organization 
called  Samaritan’s  Purse,  which  helps 
meet  emergency  needs  of  overseas 
churches  and  missions.  He  was  re¬ 
cently  in  the  African  country  to  assess 
requests  for  assistance  from  the  Afri¬ 
can  Evangelical  Fellowship  and  a 


Swiss  evangelical  agency  working  in 
Angola. 

“I  discovered  that  there’s  more  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  Gospel  in  Angola 
today  than  there  ever  was  under  the 
Portuguese,”  Mr.  Graham  told  RNS  in 
a  telephone  interview  from  Arizona, 
where  he  was  on  a  speaking  engage¬ 
ment.  “The  Portuguese,  because  of  Ca¬ 
tholicism,  oppressed  evangelicals.” 

Today,  Mr.  Graham  said,  “the  com 
munists  are  letting  them  bring  in  as 
many  Bibles  as  they  want.  That  was 
never  possible  under  the  Portuguese  ” 
He  added,  “What  surprised  the  socks 
off  me  is  that  American  and  Canadian 


missionaries  are  allowed  to  operate  in 
the  country.” 

But  despite  the  openness  of  Angola  to 
missionary  work,  Mr.  Graham  related, 
“there  are  very  few  missionaries  there 
because  people  don’t  want  to  go.  It's 
dangerous  there’’  because  of  the  de¬ 
cade-long  civil  war 

Among  the  supplies  that  Samaritan's 
Purse  is  providing  for  Angolian  evan¬ 
gelicals  are  30,000  Bibles  purchased 
from  the  International  Bible  Society 
and  $30,000  w'orth  of  medical  supplies. 
Mr.  Graham  said  the  organization  has 
also  provided  a  $32,000  grant  to  enable 
the  hospital  to  purchase  a  20-ton  truck 


to  carry  supplies  from  the  coast 
Among  the  problems  that  Angola 
faces  today,  Mr.  Graham  said,  are  an 
almost  complete  lack  of  cross-country- 
transportation  and  severe  food  short¬ 
ages.  He  attributed  both  to  the  civil 
war,  in  which  UNITA  rebel  forces  are 
fighting  the  communist  government 
Based  in  Boone,  N.C.,  Samaritan’s 
Purse  was  started  in  1970  by  the  late 
Bob  Pierce,  who  also  founded  World 
Vision.  He  asked  Mr.  Graham  to  suc¬ 
ceed  him.  Mr.  Graham  was  ordained  in 
Grace  Community  Church  in  Tempe, 
Ariz.,  in  1983,  and  is  affiliated  with  the 
Christian  and  Missionary  Alliance 


annual  membership  price? 


Dear  Deborah: 

We  are  in  the  middle  of  our  every 
member  canvass  —  as  usual  every  fall.  It 
is  a  depressing  time  for  me,  not  just  be¬ 
cause  I  am  the  minister  (I  don’t  think  so), 
even  when  the  results  are  encouraging 
My  problem  is  that  it  seems  far  too  much 
of  the  energy,  creative  and  otherwise, 
has  to  go  into  this  effort  taking  up  about  a 
fourth  of  the  time  each  year  Can  this 
make  sense  when  we  look  at  the  needs  all 
around  us? 

I  have  looked  into  some  of  the  other 
kinds  of  churches  (other  than  mainline 
denominations)  and  they  seem  to  do  a 
better  job.  Some  of  them  simply  levy  a 
percentage  of  income  on  each  member 
and  send  a  billing  once  a  year.  Others  in¬ 
sist  on  ten  percent  of  gross  income,  state 
this  unequivocably  at  the  time  of  mem¬ 
bership,  and  seem  to  get  it.  They  have 
little  worry  financially.  I  can  see  that  this 
sort  of  enforced  giving  would  cause  an 
uproar  in  our  churches  where  the  em¬ 
phasis  has  always  been  on  personal  deci¬ 
sion  regarding  amounts  of  gifts.  Would  it 
be  worth  the  try? 

Has  anyone  ever  taken  a  vote  on  such  a 
matter  in  the  local  congregation'1  Ours  is 
a  new  congregation  without  any  long 
history  -  yet  we  have  great  needs  for 
building,  etc. 


i  nave  this  idea  that  if  we  could  get  the 
majority  of  the  members  to  agree  that 
each  family,  or  individual,  would  give 
five  percent  of  their  income  (even  net 
rather  than  gross)  to  the  church  program 
and  building  we  would  have  all  the  finan¬ 
cial  support  we  would  need  —  and  more 
to  challenge  us  to  new  programming 
Then  I  would  like  to  see  the  lay  calling 
and  effort  that  is  now  used  in  this  finan¬ 
cial  campaigning  used  for  evangelism. 
We  would  have  to  make  this  abundantly 
clear  to  all  new  members.  Do  I  dare?  I 
am  thinking  of  asking  some  of  the  lead¬ 
ers  in  to  share  these  ideas  and  for  con¬ 
centrated  discussion  and  a  great  deal  of 
prayer  about  it. 

Anonymous 

Dear  Pastor: 

Such  an  effort  is  certainly  worth 
all  you  can  give  it.  GO  FOR  IT!  And 
let  me  know  the  results.  Anyone 
have  experience  along  this  line?  Let 
me  hear  from  you. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 
orah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write: 
"Dear  Deborah,”  P.  O.  Box  660275. 
Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275 


Retired  presiding  bishop  honored 
NEWARK,  N.J.  —  John  Klbridge  Hines,  right,  retired  presiding  bishop  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  was  honored  at  a  special  Eucharist  in  Trinity 
Cathedral  in  Newark,  N.J.,  recently.  The  74-year-old  bishop,  who  presided 
over  the  Episcopal  communion  during  times  of  national  unrest,  is  with  John 
S.  Spong,  Episcopal  bishop  of  Newark,  who  preached  at  the  special  service 
honoring  Bishop  Hines.  kki.ikioi knknvsskhnm -kimioto 


History  of  Hymns 


Advent  readiness  found 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Wafee,  awake,  for  night  Is 

flying. 

The  watchmen  on  the  heights 
are  crying. 

Awake,  Jerusalem,  at  last. 

Midnight  hears  the  welcome 
voices, 

And  at  the  thrilling  cry 
rejoices : 

Come  forth,  ye  virgins,  night 
is  past! 

The  Bridegroom  comes! 
Awake; 


Your  lamps  with  gladness 
take!  Alleluia! 

And  for  his  marriage  feast 
prepare, 

For  ye  must  go  to  meet  him 
there. 

This  Advent  hymn  was  written  in  the 
winter  of  1597  by  Philip  Nicolai,  the  Luthe¬ 
ran  pastor  in  the  Westphalia  town  of  Unna. 

Bubonic  plaque  had  struck  the  town  of 
Unna  in  the  summer  of  1597  and  had 
claimed  1,400  lives  in  six  months  Mr 
Nicolai’s  parsonage  overlooked  the 
churchyard,  where  sometimes  there 
were  as  many  as  30  funerals  in  one  day. 


in  ‘Bridegroom’  stanzas 


During  these  days,  the  pastor  kept  a 
record  of  his  daily  meditations  This  he 
published  in  1599,  with  the  unusual  title 
"Mirror  of  Joys. ’’ 

“Wake,  Awake,  lor  Night  Is  Flying” 
was  one  of  two  hymns  he  included  in  this 
book.  As  one  reads  these  stanzas  against 
the  background  of  the  extraordinary  cir¬ 
cumstances  in  which  they  were  written, 
one  senses  the  radiant  faith  of  this  Luth¬ 


eran  pastor 

The  hymn  is  richly  embroidered  with 
biblical  references.  With  the  promises  of 
God,  Mr.  Nicolai  comforted  his  bereaved 
flock  as  they  bore  the  bodies  of  loved 
ones  and  neighbors  to  the  churchyard 
For  the  believers  there  is  the  promise  of 
heaven  in  death  and  the  reality  of  being 
in  the  presence  of  Christ,  the 
Bridegroom. 


Dear  Deborah 

Why  can’t  church  levy 


Deep  polarities  seen 
between  evangelicals, 
Jews  in  national  vote 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 

Religious  News  Service  Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON  -  The  November  elec¬ 
tions  caused  deep  polarization  along  reli¬ 
gious  lines,  particularly  between  Jews 
and  evangelical  Christians,  according  to 
a  church-state  monitor  here. 

While  President  Reagan  won  an  over¬ 
whelming  80  percent  of  the  votes  of  white 
evangelicals  and  fundamentalists.  Jews 
gave  70  percent  of  their  ballots  to  Demo 
crat  Walter  Mondale,  Americans  United 
for  Separation  of  Church  and  State  re¬ 
ports  in  the  December  issue  of  its  maga¬ 
zine,  Church  and  State. 

Jews  who  were  largely  undecided 
until  late  in  the  presidential  campaign 
were  “the  only  major  religious  group”  to 
support  the  Democratic  ticket,  said  Al¬ 
bert  J.  Menendez.  a  spokesperson  lor  the 
group  and  author  of  “Religion  at  the 
Polls.” 

The  clearest  explanation  for  the  shift  in 
Jewish  support  was  the  heated  election- 
year  dispute  over  religion  and  politics 
and  Mr  Reagan’s  clear  identification 
with  the  religious  New  Right,  Mr.  Men¬ 
endez  added. 

Result  frightened  Jews 

He  said  this  frightened  the  Jew  ish  com¬ 
munity  which,  as  a  religious  minority, 
has  traditionally  fought  for  the  separa¬ 
tion  of  church  and  state. 

“Most  people  voted  on  issues  of  the 
economy,  peace  and  prosperity,”  Mr 
Menendez  said  “But  Jews  and  evangeli 
cals  were  influenced  by  the  church-state 
issue  Reagan's  religious  agenda  drew 
evangelicals  toward  him  and  pushed 
Jews  toward  Walter  Mondale  " 

Meanwhile,  Mr.  Reagan  succeeded  in 
winning  the  enthusiasm  of  evangelicals 
and  fundamentalists  without  alienating 
other  religious  groups,  such  as  main 
stream  Protestants  and  Catholics,  who 
based  their  votes  on  "non-religious 
factors,”  Mr  Menendez  said 

During  a  campaign  in  which  groups 
such  as  the  Moral  Majority  made  a 
strong  push  to  get  out  the  conservative 
Christian  vote,  turnout  in  predominantly 
evangelical  areas  of  the  country  was  un¬ 
usually  high,  Mr.  Menendez  said  in  his 
analysis. 

In  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  where  students  at 
Oral  Roberts  University  vote,  the  turnout 
was  twice  as  high  as  it  was  in  1980,  and 
Mr.  Reagan  won  92  percent  of  the  vote 
there,  he  said 

Reflecting  this  example,  only  nine  of 
the  114  religiously  conservative  counties 


identified  by  Mr  Menendez  went  for  Mr 
Mondale.  Of  the  %  predominantly  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  counties,  only  seven  sup¬ 
ported  the  Democrat  this  year,  while  49 
had  voted  for  born-again  Christian  presi¬ 
dent  Jimmy  Carter  in  his  losing  race 
against  Ronald  Reagan  in  1980. 

One  influential  Jewish  newspaper,  the 
Long  Island  Jewish  World,  editorialized 
that  the  election  shows  that  candidates 
must  do  more  than  express  support  for 
Israel  if  they  want  to  gamer  the  political 
loyalties  of  Jews. 

Other  influences  felt 

The  weekly  newspaper  asserted  that 
not  only  fear  of  religious  intrusion  into 
politics,  but  also  a  “deep  Jewish  concern 
about  social  justice  for  all  Americans  — 
the  poor,  the  unemployed,  and  the  home¬ 
less,”  influenced  their  votes  against  Mr 
Reagan. 

The  paper  also  noted  that  the  largely 
well-to-do  Jewish  community,  unlike 
blacks  and  Hispanics,  did  not  have  a  di¬ 
rect  economic  interest  in  voting  against 
Mr  Reagan,  since  most  of  them  have  not 
felt  the  brunt  of  the  administration's  cuts 
in  programs  for  the  poor 

The  dispute  over  the  role  played  by 
conservative  Christian  groups  in  Mr. 
Reagan's  election  has  also  disturbed  a 
growing  alliance  that  has  been  devel¬ 
oping  between  Jews  and  evangelicals. 
The  alliance  has  been  based  on  common 
support  for  Israel. 

Before  the  election  season,  many  Jews, 
among  them  conservative  writer  Irving 
Kristol.  had  argued  that  Jews  ought  to 
play  down  their  traditional  opposition  to 
such  things  as  prayer  and  Bible  reading 
in  public  schools  in  order  to  remain 
friends  with  fundamentalists  who  pro¬ 
vide  important  support  for  Israel  How¬ 
ever,  Jewish  leaders  wound  up  rejecting 
this  advice  during  the  campaign  by 
strongly  criticizing  the  religious  New 
Right. 

Meanwhile,  fundamentalist  leaders 
have  expressed  disappointment  over  the 
Jewish  community’s  reaction  to  their  po¬ 
litical  agenda  and  activities. 

“Sometimes  I  think  that  fundamen¬ 
talist  Christians  are  almost  always  sup¬ 
porting  Israel,  and  our  sharpest  critics 
are  liberal  Democratic  Jews,"  said  Dr 
Ron  Godwin,  vice  president  of  the  Moral 
Majority.  “But  our  commitment  to  sup¬ 
porting  Israel  and  the  Jewish  community 
is  unilateral  and  unequivocal,  whether 
liberal  Jews  are  sad  or  glad  about  that 
support." 


Book  Review 

All  offered  prophetic  gift, 
glimpses  near  center  of  life 


“The  (iifl  Of  Tomorrow."  by  Robert 
Raines.  Abingdon  Press,  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee.  19K4.  158  pages,  n.p. 

By  HAROLD C. PERDUE 
Robert  Raines  is  both  a  prophet  and  a 
poet.  These  gifts  are  evident  in  his  latest 
book,  “The  Gift  of  Tomorrow .”  This  book 
concludes  the  series,  “Journeys  in 
Faith,”  which  he  edited. 

Those  familiar  with  his  earlier 
writings  know  that  he  is  a  prophet  He 
has  written  about  church  renewal  He 
has  written  about  the  stirrings  of  the 
Spirit  Now,  in  this  book,  the  issues  of  ste¬ 
wardship  and  peace  are  his  focus 
Although  this  book  is  cast  in  prose 
form,  there  is  a  poetic  quality  about  it. 
There  is  an  evident  poetic  quality  in  his 
descriptions  of  his  father,  Bishop 
Richard  Raines  It  is  the  death  of  his 
father  which  is  the  prologue  to  a  new 
round  of  soul  searching  and  spiritual 
introspection  which  is  the  fountainhead 
for  this  book  There  is  an  evident  poetic 
quality  in  his  words  about  this  planet 
Raines'  writings  about  the  fragile  truce 
which  delays  the  destruction  of  our  earth 
and  the  annihilation  of  humanity  is  as 
poetic  as  the  rest 

Yet  the  poetic  and  the  prophetic  are 
welded  together  so  that  it  is  difficult  to 
distinguish  between  them.  This  unique 
quality  of  Raines'  writings  reminds  one 
of  the  w  ritings  of  Dag  Hammerskjold. 

The  book  begins  with  the  death  of  his 
father  in  1981  Anyone  who  ever  met 
Bishop  Raines  will  have  vivid  memories 
of  that  lanky  giant.  The  external  and  the 
internal  portraits  of  the  Father-Bishop 
show  us  a  man  who  greatly  influenced 
the  whole  range  of  his  acquaintances  yet 
generated  anger  and  hostility  between 
himself  and  his  son.  The  reconciliation 
between  them  through  the  gifts  of  grace 
and  the  Spirit  climaxes  their  relationship. 

The  book  moves  to  a  witness  for  a  ste¬ 
wardship  of  the  earth  and  issues  in  a  cry 


for  peace  The  witness  is  a  flood  of  accu¬ 
sations.  The  witness  is  prophetic  w  isdom 
whose  grim  pictures  shock  while  calling 
wayward  children  to  repentance  and 
action.  Despite  his  “prophet’s  scorn.” 
Robert  Raines  allows  us  to  see  a  person 
who  is  also  struggling  with  being  human. 
That  struggle  is  not  only  for  today  but 
also  that  he  might  offer  a  gift  for  all  hu¬ 
manity  as  well  as  for  his  own  children. 

In  "The  Gift  of  Tomorrow,"  we  have 
glimpses  into  the  life  of  one  who  inherited 
his  faith,  reshaped  it,  and  is  seeking 
some  return  to  the  primary  principles  of 
life  so  that  tomorrow  will  be  a  reality. 

Robert  Raines  is  always  readable.  Yet 
this  writing  slashes  so  near  the  center  of 
life  that  it  is  difficult  to  reflect  upon  it. 
This  book  may  not  be  intended  for  reflec¬ 
tion,  but  for  action;  not  for  discussion,  but 
for  living. 

Pastors  ought  to  read  this  book.  Caught 
up  with  the  problems  of  our  parish  min¬ 
istry,  they  need  to  sense  the  value  of  re¬ 
flection,  meditation,  and  prayer  which 
they  may  not  experience  deeply  enough. 
Any  Christian  should  read  it  for  much  the 
same  reasons  All  can  benefit  from  the 
reflections  it  offers  upon  faith  and  future. 

Mr.  Perdue  is  a  frequent  reviewer  for 
the  Reporter  and  is  pastor  of  St.  Marks 
United  Methodist  Church  in  San  Antonio. 

Ecumenist  resigns 

PRINCETON,  N.J  iRNS)  -  The  Rev 
William  Watley,  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Consultation  on  Church  Union 
in  Princeton,  N  J  ,  has  resigned  that  post 
to  become  pastor  of  St  James  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Newark. 
N.J. 

Dr  Watley,  37.  assumed  the  pulpit  of 
the  3200-member  church,  the  largest 
AME  congregation  in  New  Jersey,  on 
Oct  7.  He  will  continue  his  duties  with 
the  nine-denomination  church-unity  or¬ 
ganization  through  mid-December. 


Women’s  ordination  approved 


From  Religious  News  Service 

VIRGINIA  BEACH,  Va  -  Virginia 
Southern  Baptists  voted  602  to  2(H)  here  to 
uphold  the  “right  and  responsibility  of 
women  to  engage  in  any  ministry  to 
which  God  has  called  them  “ 

Their  state  association's  stand  is  in  di¬ 
rect  opposition  to  a  non-binding  resolu¬ 
tion  adopted  in  June  by  their  national  or¬ 
ganization,  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  in  Kansas  City.  That  resolution 
stated  that  women  should  not  be  or¬ 
dained  because  the  first  sin  was  com¬ 
mitted  by  a  woman  in  the  Garden  of 
Eden 

“If  God  calls  a  woman  to  be  a  minister, 
who  am  1  or  any  other  man  to  say,  ‘No, 
you  cannot  be  that  .  said  Ben  Bruner,  a 


deacon  from  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Richmond 

The  controversy  has  sparked  a  war  of 
words  between  fundamentalists  and 
moderates  in  the  denomination.  The  re¬ 
solution  adopted  here  states  that  “men 
and  w  omen  share  equally  the  guilt  for  the 
advent  of  human  sin  in  the  world. 

The  effect  of  the  resolution  may  be 
small  in  Virginia,  since  each  congrega¬ 
tion  is  autonomous.  Some  churches  al 
ready  ordain  women. 

Earlier  this  tall,  a  Southern  Baptist 
association  in  nearby  Hampton  tried  but 
failed  to  adopt  a  similar  resolution  af 
firming  the  right  of  women  to  be 
ordained. 
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Where  Does  The  Money  Go? 

CFA  Supplement  to  The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 


Where  Does  The  Money  Go? 

By  DR.  J.J.  CARAWAY 
Director  of  Financial  Affairs 

Serving  as  the  Conference  Director  of  Financial  Affairs,  I  often  find  myself  in 
the  middle  between  the  Conference  institutions  and  causes  which  need  more 
financial  support,  and  some  local  churches  who  are  saying  “When  is  it  going  to 
stop  —  we  can't  stand  any  more  raises  in  apportionments?” 

Last  month  I  was  called  on  to  preach  on  Stewardship  in  a  local  church  which 
my  father  served  as  pastor  60  to  65  years  ago.  1  looked  up  the  record  of  local 
church  expenditures  and  conference  and  general  church  expenditures  and 
found  that  the  church  was  giving  more  proportionately  to  the  Conference  and 
General  Church  causes  in  1924  than  in  1984.  What  was  true  of  that  local  church  is 
true  of  the  churches  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  as  a  whole. 

Where  has  the  money  been  going  from  the  local  church  as  you  study  the 
Conference  records  is  as  follows : 


Percent  Paid  for 

1943 

1953 

1963  1973 

1983 

Local  Church  Expenditures 
Percent  Paid  for 

Conference  &  General  Church 

70.68% 

80.62% 

81.97%  82.46% 

85.65% 

Expenditures 

29.32% 

19.38% 

18.03%  17.54% 

14.35% 

Where  Did  The  Money  Go  In  1983 : 


Understanding  1985  Apportionments 

The  Methodist  Church  from  the  beginning  has  been  a  connectional  church. 
This  form  of  connectional  cooperation  makes  it  possible  for  us  to  carry  on  work 
and  ministry  that  could  not  be  accomplished  as  individuals  or  independent 
churches. 

Apportionments  are  the  “fare  share"  responsibilities  assessed  to  local 
churches  by  vote  of  the  delegates  to  the  Annual  Conference  each  year.  At  the 
present  time  the  Rules  of  the  Conference  state: 

1.  APPORTIONMENTS:  All  Conference  apportionments  shall  be  annually 
apportioned  to  each  local  church  through  the  application  of  a  decimal  to  be 
derived  from  the  following  factors  taken  from  the  last  published  Journal  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

A.  One-half  on  the  basis  of  membership. 

B.  One-half  on  the  basis  of  these  six  columns : 

Paid  other  current  expenses,  etc. 

Church  School:  Lesson  materials,  supplies,  administration,  etc. 

Pastor’s  salary  paid 
Associate’s  salary  paid 
Travel  allowance  total  paid 
Utilities  paid 

2.  APPROPRIATIONS:  Any  legislation  requiring  appropriation  of 
Conference  funds  or  any  requests  for  Conference-wide  solicitation  of  funds  shall 
first  be  presented  to  the  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  for  study  and 
its  recommendations  before  being  presented  to  the  Annual  Conference.  See  the 
Book  of  Discipline. 

3.  FISCAL  AND  STATISTICAL  YEAR:  The  calendar  year  is  the  fiscal  and 
statistical  year  of  the  Conference.  All  remittances  for  the  preceding  year  shall 
be  mailed  to  the  Conference  Treasurer  not  later  than  the  Monday  after  the  first 
Sunday  in  January  ;  and  the  pastor’s  report  No.  1  and  No.  2  shall  be  turned  in, 
and  checked  by  auditors  at  district  meetings  at  a  time  and  place  determined  by 
the  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration,  in  consultation  with  members  of 
the  Cabinet. 

4.  FUNDS  TO  BE  SENT  TO  CONFERENCE  TREASURER:  Local  Church 
Treasurers  shall  send  all  funds  for  Conference  Boards,  Agencies  and 
Institutions  to  the  Conference  Treasurer  for  appropriate  distribution.  All 
financial  books  and  bookkeeping  and  funds  of  Conference  Councils,  Boards, 
Committees,  and  Commissions  shall  be  administered  and  unified  in  the  Office 
of  the  Conference  Treasurer.  Disbursements  shall  be  made  through  a  voucher 
system  to  be  supervised  by  the  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration.  The 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  shall  be  authorized  to  invest  the  surplus 
funds  of  Conference  Boards  and  Agencies,  when  the  surplus  exceeds  a 
reasonable  amount  needed  as  carry-over  to  begin  the  next  year.  This  shall  not 
apply  to  institutions,  The  Board  of  Pensions,  nor  the  Commission  on  Equitable 
Salaries  and  Sustentation.  Any  funds  generated  from  interest  by  The 
Ministerial  Education  Fund  shall  go  back  into  it. 


Health  Care  Institution 


1984  1985 


PENSIONS  FUND . 

....$ 

650,000 

$  700,000 

District  Superintendent  Fund . 

, 497,000 

525,000 

Episcopal  Fund  . 

.90,000 

98,000 

Equitable  Salary  Fund . 

.25,000 

30,000 

Temporary  General  Aid  Fund . 

.  10,000 

10,000 

Interdenominational  Fund . 

.  16,700 

18,700 

General  Administration  Fund . 

,  .  47,000 

50,000 

Jurisdictional  Administration  Fund . 

.  18,000 

19,000 

•Louisiana  Conference  Administration  Fund 

.  400,000 

425,000 

••World  Service  &  Conference  Benevolences  . 

.  625,000 

720,000 

Ministerial  Education  Fund . 

.  247,000 

260,000 

Black  College  Fund . 

.  106,000 

121,000 

Missional  Priority  Fund . 

,  .  72,500 

100,000 

Educational  Priority  Fund . 

.  60,000 

S.  C.  Jurisdictional  Seminary  Fund  . . 

110,000 

Lydia  Patterson  Institute . 

29,000 

Centenary  College . 

.  448,000 

485,000 

Dillard  University . 

,  .  50,000 

53,000 

Wesley  Foundation . 

.418,000 

444,000 

Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference . . 

.  .  25,000 

25,000 

Church  Extension . 

.  500,000 

480,000 

TOTAL 

$4,305,200 

$4,702,700 

Louisiana  Conference  Administration  Fund 

Camp  Brewer . 

$  1,500 

Gulfside . 

3,500 

Area  Administration  Fund . . . 

4,800 

Annual  Conference  Expense  Fund 

8,000 

Episcopal  Committee . 

3,500 

Conference  Joint  Office . 

410,400 

C.F.A.  Contingency . 

9,500 

C.F.A.  Expense . 

3,000 

United  Methodist  Foundation 

Promotion  &  Expense . 

12,800 

C.O.M.  Program  and  Expense  Fund 

58,000 

FUNDING 

•Conference  Administration . 

$  425,000 

Contingency . 

50,000 

Pensions . 

40,000 

TOTAL 

$  515,000 

Conference  Benevolence  Budgets 

1984* 

1985** 

1986*** 

Church  and  Society . $ 

3,783 

$  4,000 

$  4,300 

Diaconai  Ministry . . 

3,007 

3,675 

3,800 

Duscuokesguo . . 

15,782 

17,850 

18,000 

Global  Ministries . 

87,300 

89,000 

101,900 

Laity . 

8,390 

9,400 

10,600 

United  Methodist  Men . 

1,000 

2,850 

2,550 

Ordained  Ministry . 

4,365 

4,100 

6,000 

Archives  and  History . 

2,328 

2,900 

3,200 

Christian  Unity  &  Interrel . 

2,474 

2,800 

3,000 

Religion  and  Race . 

1,455 

1,800 

2,500 

CSRW . 

2,474 

1,900 

2,100 

Conference  Youth  Team . 

7,322 

8,000 

9,050 

Trustees  . 

1,000 

1,000 

Program  Priorities . 

4,320 

5,725 

TOTALS  $144,000 

$155,000 

$168,000 

♦Raised  in  1983  **To  be  raised  in  1984  ***To  be  raised  in  1985 

World  Service  and  Conference  Benevolences 
are  broken  down  as  follows: 

General  World  Service .  $542,000  76.34% 

Conference  Benevolences .  $168,000  23.66% 

When  Does  the  Local  Church 
Send  Money  to  the  Conference? 

The  Book  of  Discipline  states:  "The  treasurer  (local  church)  shall  remit  each 
month  to  the  conference  Treasurer  all  World  Service  and  Conference  Benevolences 
funds  than  on  hand."  (para.  267.3,6) 

It  is  very  important  that  money  be  sent  to  the  Annual  Conference  each  month 
because  over  96%  of  the  Conference  budget  is  funded  from  current  funds.  Only 
$168,000  out  of  the  1985  Conference  budget  of  $4,702,700  will  be  used  in  the  year  of  1986. 
This  is  done  to  make  possible  100%  funding  of  our  Louisiana  Conference  Benevolences 
budgets. 

Just  as  the  local  church  treasurer  is  required  by  the  Book  of  Discipline  to  send 
in  money  monthly  to  the  Conference  Treasurer,  the  Book  of  Discipline  requires  that 
the  Conference  Treasurer  send  funds  monthly  to  the  Genera]  Treasurer  of  the  Church. 
In  addition,  funds  are  needed  each  month  to  fund  our  institutions,  district  superinten¬ 
dents,  pastors  receiving  salary  funds,  jurisdictional  causes,  etc. 

Remittance  reports  are  mailed  to  the  local  churches  each  month  from  the 
Conference  Finahce  Office  showing  the  Conference  Apportionments  for  the  year  to 
the  local  church,  the  current  amount  paid  during  the  past  month  by  the  local  church 
and  the  remaining  balance  on  all  apportionments  for  the  year.  It  is  important  that  the 
local  church  pastor  or  local  church  treasurer  report  any  errors  to  the  Conference 
Office  as  soon  as  possible  so  corrections  can  be  made  promptly. 


Conference  and  General  Church 
Causes  Supported  in  1983 

A.  Connectional  Ministerial  Support:  31.58% 

Pensions  Past  Liability,  District  Superintendent  Fund,  Episcopal  Fund, 
Equitable  Salary  Fund,  Temporary  General  Aid  Fund. 

B.  Connectional  Administration  Support:  15.23% 

Interdenominational  Cooperation  Fund,  General  Administration  Fund, 
Jurisdictional  Administration  Fund,  Louisiana  Conference  Administration 
Fund,  and  District  Administration  Funds. 

C.  General  and  Conference  Benevolences:  53.19% 

World  Service  and  Conference  Benevolences,  Ministerial  Educational  Fund, 
Black  College  Fund,  Missional  Priorities  Fund,  Educational  Priorities 
Fund,  General  Advance  Specials,  Youth  Service  Fund,  General  Church 
Special  Offerings,  Minister’s  Emergency  Fund  (Funded  by  ministers), 
Conference  Good  Samaritan  Institutions,  Conference  Higher  Education 
Institutions,  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference. 

Where  do  I  find  information  on  general  and  conference  causes? 

General  Church  Causes  detailed  information  is  found  in  the  booklet,  “The 
Financial  Commitment  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  1985-1988."  Pastors  of 
local  churches  were  mailed  a  copy  of  the  booklet  earlier  this  year  by  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration.  Additional  copies  of  the 
booklet  are  available  in  reasonable  quantities  without  charge  on  request  from 
the  Office  of  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration,  1200  Davis 
Street,  Evanston,  IL  60201. 

Detailed  information  on  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Causes  is  found  each 
year  in  the  Conference  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  Report  adopted 
by  the  Annual  Conference  and  printed  in  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Journal.  Copies  of  the  Journal  are  mailed  each  year  to  the  local  churches. 


Conference  and  General  Church  Causes  Supported  in  1983  : 


Camping  Institution 


Good  Samaritan  Institution 


Conference  Program 


Educational  Institution 

1985  Conference  Apportionments 

Conference  General  Budget  For  1985: 
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Bishops  Seek  $2.5  Million  For  Hunger 


Moravian  Love  Feast  Performed  By 
First  U.M.  (B.R.)  Youth  Choir 


The  Moravian  Love  Feast,  a  musical  service  of  thanksgiving  of  the  early  Moravian 
Church,  was  performed  by  the  Youth  Choir,  of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Frank  Poole.  The  celebration  was  one  of  the  high¬ 
lights  of  the  Bicentennial  Year.  During  this  service,  in  which  the  congregation  parti¬ 
cipated,  there  were  three  symbolic  acts:  the  passing  of  buns  and  tea,  a  symbol  of 
union  in  Christ  and  equality  before  Him;  the  Mustard  Seed  Ceremony,  in  which  each 
person  took  a  seed  as  a  symbolic  reminder  of  the  potential  of  faith;  and  the  Candle 
Lighting  Ceremony,  with  its  implications  of  the  search  for  light  and  truth.  Members  of 
the  Bicentennial  Committee,  which  is  chaired  by  Mrs.  Walter  Brock,  participated  in 
the  service. 


‘The  Christian  Connection’  on  La.  Stations 

A  30-minute  radio  program  “The  Christmas  Connection”  will  be  featured  on 
Louisiana  radio  stations  in  the  December  23-25  period.  Featuring  Helen  Hayes  and 
Steve  Allen,  the  program  was  highly  successful  last  year  by  being  broadcast  in  33  of 
the  top  50  major  markets  and  on  Public  Radio. 


Produced  by  Sand  Castles  International,  it  is  sponsored  by  United  Methodist  Media 
Services  in  New  York,  a  division  of  United  Methodist  Communications,  Shirley 
Whipple  Struchen.  producer. 


The  discs  are  free  to  all  radio  stations  who  will  use  them.  At 
are  scheduled  in  Louisiana . 

present,  the  following 

Bastrop 

KTRY  AM-FM 

12/25 

TBA 

Bastrop 

KVOB/KJBS 

12/24  or  25 

TBA 

Bogalusa 

WIKC 

12/25 

2:00p.m. 

Clinton 

WQCK 

TBA 

TBA 

Denham  Springs 

WLBI  AM 

12/25 

11:30a.m. 

Houma 

KHOM  FM 

12/24 

7:00  p.m. 

Jena 

KCKW/KJNA 

12/25 

11:00a.m. 

Jennings 

KJEF 

12/24 

TBA 

Lake  Charles 

KAOK  Radio 

12/25 

TBA 

Natchitoches 

KNOC/KDBH 

12/24 

p.m. 

New  Orleans 

WBSN  FM 

12/23 

7:00p.m. 

International  Lesson  Series 


A  Summons  To  Decision 


By  DR.  DONALD  G.  EMLER 
Ezekiel  2:1-3: 3;  Jeremiah  1:1-12 

How  do  we  hear  the  voice  of  God  in  our 
personal  lives?  Does  God  speak  to 
everyone,  or  do  only  those  who  are  called 
to  be  ordained  clergy  receive  God’s 
word?  Our  Christian  faith  affirms  that 
everyone  can  hear  God’s  word.  In  fact, 
all  Christians  should  train  their  hearts 
and  minds  to  hear  or  discover  God’s 
revelation  in  our  world. 

Scriptures  are  still  a  primary  way  to 
hear  God’s  word.  Although  the  Bible  is 
the  word  of  God,  it  requires  several  skills 
to  hear  God’s  message  for  our  day.  The 
prophets  Jeremiah  and  Ezekiel  provide 
clues  to  how  we  can  hear  God’s  word  for 
our  day. 

Jeremiah  was  a  young  man  when 
God’s  word  came  to  him.  We  have  no 
record  of  the  physical  circumstances  of 
how  he  received  God’s  word.  It  was  an 
inward  experience.  It  called  him  to  a  way 
of  life.  The  word  of  God  was  directed  to 
Jeremiah.  He  did  not  need  an 
intermediary.  Jeremiah  knew  that 
following  God’s  word  would  not  be  a 
popular  way  of  life.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  say  and  do  the  things  he  must  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord.  In  his  call  there  is  both 
the  feature  of  judgment  and  of  hope, 
.  .  to  destroy  .  .  .  and  to  build  .  .  . 
(Jer.  1:10). 

Ezekiel  was  probably  older  when  he 
heard  God’s  call.  At  the  age  of  30,  he  had 
prepared  himself  to  hear  God  through  his 
prayer  and  study.  He  was  in  exile  with 
the  other  Jews  in  Babylon.  Separated 
from  his  home  country,  he  still  hoped 
that  God  would  bring  a  message  to  the 
people.  When  he  received  God’s  word,  he 
was  commanded  to  stand  upon  his  feet. 
He  is  told  to  act  for  the  Lord,  whether  the 


people  listened  to  him  or  not. 

Reading  the  stories  of  these  two 
prophets,  we  catch  an  insight.  God’s 
revelation  is  more  than  words.  Revela¬ 
tion,  or  God’s  word  comes  in  events. 
Jeremiah  helps  the  people  face  God’s 
judgment  and  promise  in  the  coming 
Exile.  Ezekiel  hears  God’s  word  in  the 
midst  of  Exile  and  proclaims  hope  to  the 
people.  Although  the  message  of  each 
man  was  different,  each  expected  to  hear 
God’s  call.  Then  each  lived  faithfully 
according  to  his  understanding  of  his 
call.  “And  whether  they  hear  or  refuse  to 
hear  .  .  .  they  will  know  there  has  been  a 
prophet  among  them”  (Ezek.  2:5). 

God  acts  in  events  and  in  people's 
lives.  The  Bible  records  how  God  has 
acted  and  how  the  events  have  been 
interpreted  by  the  faithful.  Each 
Christian  is  callted  today  to  ministry.  The 
1984  United  Methodist  Discipline  states 
that  “all  Christians  are  called  to  minister 
wherever  Christ  would  have  them  serve 
and  witness  in  deeds  and  words  that  heal 
and  free”  (Par.  105). 

A  rabbinic  story  illustrates  this 
ministry.  On  his  death  bed,  Rabbi  Zusya 
began  to  cry.  His  disciples  were 
confused.  He  had  been  a  fine  rabbi.  But 
Zusya  understood  that  faithfulness  was 
an  individual  task.  He  told  his  followers, 
“When  I  meet  God,  I  will  not  be  asked 
‘Why  weren’t  you  great  like  Moses  or 
David?’  No  the  question  will  be  ‘Why 
weren’t  you  Zusya?’  ” 

The  ministry  of  the  Christian  takes 
place  in  the  midst  of  conflicting  cultural 
values.  Many  will  not  hear.  But  God’s 
word  needs  to  be  spoken  by  lives  that  are 
able  to  reveal  God's  love  in  the  midst  of 
anger,  greed,  sickness,  hunger,  and 
separation. 
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Whirlwind  Impressions 


(Reprinted  by  permission  of  The 
Jennings  Daily  News) 

By  VIVIAN  MAYES  SMITH 
Daily  News  Columnist 

Some  events  are  of  such  large 
proportion  that  words  do  not  adequately 
describe  them.  They  provoke  emotions 
that  defy  interpretation. 

But  I’ll  try. 

The  event  I  refer  to  is  the  recent 
Service  of  Investiture  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Walter  Lee  Underwood  as  Bishop  of  the 
Louisiana  Area,  United  Methodist 
Church.  Translate  that  to  mean  the 
consecration  of  the  head  of  YOUR 
church,  of  whatever  denomination,  and 
you  will  know  exactly  what  I  am  saying. 

The  Investiture  took  place  in  the 
Riverside  Centroplex  Theatre  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi  River  in  Baton 
Rouge.  The  great  hall  was  filled  to 
capacity  with  2,000  worshipers.  As  the 
throaty  tones  of  the  organ  and  several 
horn  instruments  pealed  out,  400 
Louisiana  Methodist  clergy  filed  into  the 
hall  gowned  in  their  brilliant  vestments. 

The  program  befitted  the  occasion. 
There  was  an  emanation  of  power.  Most 
impressive  was  the  profound  spirit  of 
ecuminicity  evidenced  by  the  inclusion  in 
the  service  of  the  leaders  of  other 
denominations. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Right  Rev. 
James  B.  Brown,  Episcopal  Church, 
Diocese  of  Louisiana;  the  Scripture 
reading  by  the  Most  Rev.  Stanley  J.  Ott, 
Bishop  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Diocese, 
Roman  Catholic  Church;  benediction  by 
Dr.  James  Monroe,  General  Presbyter  of 
South  Louisiana,  Presbyterian  Church 
U.S.A. 

Also  on  stage  as  honored  guests  were 
Rev.  Jude  Spevrer,  Bishop  of  Lake 
Charles  Diocese;  two  Lutheran  clergy¬ 
men;  representatives  of  other  branches 
of  Methodism;  Dorothy  Mae  Taylor, 


Secretary  Department  of  Urban  and 
Community  Affairs,  State  of  Louisiana 
who  brought  greetings  from  Governor 
Edwards. 

All  their  glittering  vestments  adorned 
with  gold  symbols  made  the  scene  a 
visual  treat  as  well  as  a  moving  one.  The 
thought  crossed  my  mind,  however,  that 
John  Wesely,  founder  of  Methodism,  who 
always  preached  simplicity  in  dress, 
must  have  been  turning  over  in  his 
grave. 

But  that  irreverent  thought  faded  from 
my  mind  as  the  ceremony  proceeded 
with  the  presentation  to  the  Bishop, 
kneeling  in  all  humility,  of  the  Bible,  the 
chalice  and  baptismal  font,  the  crosier. 

New  heights  of  emotion  stirred  as  the 
125-voice  choir  lifted  their  voices  in  an 
anthem  of  praise.  But  I  was  most  moved 
when  the  choir  and  congregation  lifted 
the  rafters  in  the  old  fashioned  hymn, 
“Beautiful  River.”  That  simple  hymn 
has  been  sung  by  generations  of 
Methodists  at  camp  meetings,  at  church 
gatherings  on  the  frontier,  at  cottage 
prayer  meetings. 

Methodists  have  always  been  singing 
people.  It  is  said  that  John  Wesley's 
brother  Charles  wrote  about  6,500 
hymns.  The  simplicity  of  that  hymn  is 
quaint  today  but  as  several  thousand 
voices  raised  their  hearts  in  a  mighty 
affirmation,  I  sensed  a  form  of  energy 
that  was  strong  and  powerful. 

Yes,  the  words  are  simple  but  there 
were  no  doubters  among  the  several 
thousand  Christians  that  day  —  differing 
denominations,  races  and  nationalities. 
But  “by  one  Spirit  we  were  all  baptized 
into  one  body,”  and  the  words  of  the  old 
hymn  were  warranted : 

Yes,  we’ll  gather  at  the  River,  , 

The  beautiful,  the  beautiful  River, 

Gather  with  the  saints  at  the  River 

That  flows  by  the  throne  of  God. 


UMs  Complete  CME  Program 

Three  members  of  Monroe,  Louisiana  Methodist  Church  congregations  recently 
completed  the  eight-week  Clinical  Ministry  Education  Program  sponsored  by  St. 
Francis  Medical  Center  in  Monroe.  In  photo  A,  program  participant  Jim  Napper 
(center),  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church,  receives  congratulations 
from  daughter,  Hillary  (left),  and  Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey,  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church.  In  photo  B.  Janet  Fleming  (left),  and  Sue  Towns  (right),  proudly 
display  certificates  to  their  church  pastor.  Rev.  Kirby  Vining,  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Monroe. 

The  Clinical  Ministry  Education  Program  is  designed  to  introduce  lay  persons  to 
basic  ministry  theory  and  practice  of  caring  for  the  sick  through  formal  supervised 
training.  Ten  lay  persons  from  throughout  the  area  participated  in  the  program 
coordinated  by  the  Pastoral  Ministries  Department  at  St.  Francis.  The  program 
includes  seminars  focusing  on  the  theology  of  pastoral  care  and  actual  posloral  care 
and  counseling  opportunities  through  patient  visitation.  Group  and* individual  super¬ 
vision  is  included. 

Seminar  sessions  deal  with  the  role  and  function  of  the  hospital  minister 
communication  in  lay  ministry:  being  a  patient  .  .  .  spiritual  and  theological  issues; 
understanding  the  surgical,  cardiac  and  cancer  patients;  the  crisis  of  death,  dying 
and  grief;  and  the  use  of  worship  resources  in  lay  ministry,  the  sacraments/ 
ordinances,  scripture  and  prayer,  and  witness. 


D.U  Dykes  Retirement  Announced 


After  twenty-nine  years  of  service  to 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport.  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes  stepped 
down  through  retirement,  which  was 
effective  December  1.  However,  he  has 
accepted  the  position  of  Senior  Pastor 
Emeritus  for  Life. 

In  addition,  Dr.  Dykes  was  named 
Founding  Director  of  the  Alternate  View 
Network,  the  television  and  telecom¬ 
munications  facility  owned  and  operated 
by  First  Church.  He  will  work  in 
creativity  and  programming  and  assist 
Dr.  Curtis  Chambers,  who  recently  left 
the  position  of  General  Secretary  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications  to  become 
manager  of  the  AVN  Network. 

In  an  interview  with  Kathie  Coffey, 
staffwriter  for  the  Shreveport  Times,  Dr. 
Dykes  said,  “I’ve  enjoyed  all  of  it.’’ 
meaning  his  29  years  at  First  Church  and 
41  years  in  the  ministry.  He  has  seen 
more  than  300  new  members  join  First 
Church  per  year  for  his  29  years,  and  saw 
the  church  plant  grow  from  just  a  sanc¬ 
tuary  and  children’s  building  to  the 
present  facility  which  includes  the 
Hunter  Activities  Building,  Couch 
Chapel,  a  television  center,  adult  educa¬ 
tion  building  and  a  performing  arts 


% 


center. 

The  6000  member  church  has  built  a 
television  audience  of  more  than  100,000 
each  Sunday  morning  under  Dr.  Dykes 
leadership. 

Dr.  Dykes  has  received  many  honors, 
including  being  named  March  of  Dimes 
“Citizen  of  the  Year,”  the  Optimists 
Club’s  ‘‘Mr.  Shreveport”  and  to 
Centenary  College’s  Hall  of  Fame. 

“A  city  needs  a  heart  ...  a  religious 
heart  to  represent  God  in  the  heart  of  the 
city,”  Dr.  Dykes  said. 


December  9,  Set  for  Con  ference  Offering 


“Hunger  Relief  in  Africa,"  the 
Council  of  Bishops’  Appeal  for 
money  for  food  to  feed  starving 
people  in  Ethiopia,  Tanzania, 
Mozambique,  Chad  and  Rwanda, 
provides  United  Methodists  a 
channel  for  responding  to  this  crisis 
that  has  been  building  for  more  than 
a  decade.  All  churches  are  urged  to 
participate  through  offerings  and 
special  gifts,  beginning  Sunday, 
December  9,  and  continuing 
throughout  Advent. 

Food  purchased  in  response  to  this 
appeal  and  others  like  it  is  not 
stacked  on  loading  docks  for  long 
periods,  but  is  directly  and 
personally  delivered  to  the  point  of 
need.  Where  United  Methodist 
missionaries  and  other  church 
personnel  are  available,  food  is 
often  delivered  by  these  persons 
under  the  guidance  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR).  In  places  where  we  have 
no  missionaries,  food  is  delivered  by 
Church  World  Service,  an  ecu¬ 
menical  agency  much  like  UMCOR. 

The  church,  operating  with  a 
minimum  of  red  tape,  has  an  out¬ 
standing  record  of  delivering  emer¬ 


gency  aid  at  the  point  of  need. 
UMCOR  reminds  us  that  100%  of 
every  dollar  will  be  used  for  hunger 
relief. 

Bishop  Roy  C.  Clark  of  Columbia, 
S.C.,  Chairperson  of  UMCOR,  said 
he  believes  the  church  will  contrib-  - 
ute  well  beyond  the  $2.5  million 
goal.  He  and  several  other  church 
leaders  will  soon  be  going  to 
Ethiopia  under  the  sponsorship  of 
Church  World  Service,  the  relief 
arm  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  The  purpose  of  their  visit, 
he  said,  is  to  "authenticate  the  use 
of  the  gifts  and  to  express  our 
concern." 

The  bishops  also  sent  a  statement 
to  members  of  Congress  to  make  the 
passage  of  a  comprehensive  Africa 
relief  recovery  funding  package 
“the  very  first  item  on  the  1985 
Congressional  Agenda.”  It  calls  on 
the  United  States  to  meet  in  full  the 
requests  for  increased  U  S.  Commit¬ 
ments  to  the  International  Fund  for 
Agricultural  Development. 

(Contributions  may  be  mailed  to 
the  Conference  Treasurer,  labeled 
“Hunger  Relief  in  Africa,”  line  6000 
on  the  treasurers  report  form. ) 


Instrouma  Celebrates 
25th  Anniversary 


Several  hundred  people  gathered  at  Camp  Istrouma,  near  Baton  Rouge,  on 
November  3,  to  celebrate  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  Conference  facility.  Dr.  Kenneth 
R.  Reed,  Chairperson  of  the  Camp  Istrouma  Board  of  Directors  presided,  with  district 
superintendents,  Moses  Jackson,  Stone  Caraway.  Bill  Blakely  and  Don  Hall  also 
participating. 

“Reflections  on  Camp  Istrouma”  were  offered  by  Dr.  D.  W.  Poole,  Dr.  J.  Philip 
Woodland,  Dr.  Kenneth  Reed  and  Dr.  Stone  Caraway. 

Special  thanks  was  offered  to  Rev.  James  Monroe  Wilks  and  Mrs.  Wilks  for  their 
faithful  service  as  Istrouma’s  caretakers. 

In  the  top  photo,  above,  the  children’s  choir  from  St.  Andrews  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  led  the  group  in  camp  songs  and  provided  special  music.  The 
bottom  photo  shows  a  segment  of  the  persons  attending  the  event.  (Photos  by  Penn 
Morgan). 


Fletcher  Service  Award  Instituted  At  Thibodaux 


Mrs.  Pearl  Antill,  a  resident  of 
Schriever,  Louisiana,  received  the  first 
annual  Marie  Fletcher  Service  Award  in 
ceremonies  held  at  a  recent  service  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Thibo¬ 
daux. 

Mrs.  Antill  was  recognized  for  her 
years  of  service  since  1950  as  a  Sunday 
School  teacher.  Administrative  Board 
Member.  United  Methodist  Women 
officer,  and  Communion  Steward.  In 
addition,  Mrs.  Antill  was  cited  for 
qualities  of  dedication  and  loyalty  to  her 
church  that  were  strongly  exemplified  in 
the  life  of  Dr.  Marie  Fletcher,  in  whose 
memory  the  award  was  given. 

Selected  from  the  entire  church 
membership,  Mrs.  Antill  received  a 
silver  pin  in  the  shape  of  a  cross.  In 
addition,  her  name  will  be  inscribed  upon 
the  permanent  brass  and  walnut  plaque 
to  be  installed  in  the  church  narthex. 

United  Methodist  Women  established 
the  award  in  order  to  recognize  the  life 


and  work  of  Dr.  Marie  Fletcher,  a  former 
president  of  the  group  who  died  on  Oc¬ 
tober  11,  1983.  Dr.  Fletcher  served  as  a 
Board  member,  a  Sunday  School 
teacher,  commission  member,  liturgist, 
and  officer  of  United  Methodist  Women. 
The  award  will  be  made  annually. 


Good  Samaritan 
Offering 
Sunday,  December  23 
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Editorial--- 

What  is  greatest  threat  to  church? 


How  dare  missionaries  from  funda¬ 
mentalist  Protestant  churches  try  to  con¬ 
vert  Roman  Catholics  in  Latin  America ! 

That  was  the  indignant  attitude  ex¬ 
pressed  by  Archbishop  Patrick  Flores  of 
San  Antonio  during  a  recent  address  to 
the  National  Conference  of  Catholic  Bish¬ 
ops.  Archbishop  Flores  complained 
about  “hundreds  of  non-Catholic  Ameri¬ 
can  missionaries  .  .  .  constantly  pressing 
Catholics  into  joining  their  sects.”  Fur¬ 
ther,  he  said,  representatives  of  groups 
like  the  Jehovah’s  Witnesses,  the  Mormons 
and  independent  Baptists  are  guilty  of 
ridiculing  “everything  considered  sac¬ 
red”  by  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Archbishop  Flores'  concern  no  doubt  is 
intensified  by  reports  of  a  sharp  surge  in 
converts  to  fundamentalist  religious 
sects  in  Latin  America.  Leaders  of  those 
groups  maintain,  however,  that  most  of 
their  new  followers  had  fallen  away  from 
religious  practice  and  were  Catholics  “in 
name  only." 

The  archbishop’s  complaint  is  under¬ 
standable,  and  it  has  a  familiar  ring. 
Mainline  Protestant  denominations  in 
the  United  States  have  faced  similar 
pressure  from  highly  motivated  sectar¬ 
ian  groups  for  years  —  and  with  similar 
results.  So-called  “conservative  church¬ 
es"  have  experienced  amazing  statisti¬ 
cal  growth  over  the  past  decade  while 
most  mainline  Protestant  denominations 
have  experienced  losses.  Much  of  the 
former’s  growth  has  come  from  inactive 
or  alienated  members  of  the  latter. 

We  applaud  Archbishop  Flores’  right¬ 
eous  indignation  regarding  one  group  of 
Christians  attacking  another.  We  wish 
United  Methodist  leaders  would  be  as  bold 
in  rebuking  those  who  publicly  vilify  our 
church  with  such  labels  as  “apostate.” 

Any  church  that  proclaims  an  “ours  is 
the  only  way”  gospel  is  itself  out  of  touch 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


with  the  Spirit  of  Christ.  Such  an  arro¬ 
gant,  narrow-minded  approach  under 
mines  rather  than  fulfills  the  church’s 
mission.  Any  church  that  concentrates 
on  “stealing  sheep”  from  other  “flocks” 
is  engaged  in  something  other  than 
Christian  evangelism. 

We  see  a  danger,  however,  in  dealing 
with  proselyters  only  as  an  external 
threat  to  be  combated.  In  so  doing  we 
may  ignore  the  fact  that  there  are  mil¬ 
lions  of  “in  name  only"  Roman  Catholics 
in  Latin  America.  There  are  likewise 
vast  numbers  of  “in  name  only"  United 
Methodists,  Presbyterians,  Disciples  and 
Lutherans  —  to  name  only  a  few  —  in  the 
United  States. 

Those  of  us  experiencing  "defections'* 
to  other  churches  would  do  well  to  tem¬ 
per  our  righteous  indignation  with  an  hon¬ 
est  appraisal  of  why  someone  would 
leave  our  flock  for  another.  We  cannot 
speak  with  first-hand  knowledge  about 
Catholics  in  Latin  America.  However,  we 
believe  dull,  lifeless  complacency  in 
United  Methodism  is  much  more  threat¬ 
ening  than  is  any  external  force. 

We  might  even  learn  something  impor¬ 
tant  from  those  who  proselytize  other 
Christians.  Beneath  their  arrogance  and 
shallow  theology  usually  lies  a  commen¬ 
dable  passion  for  bringing  persons  into  a 
personal  relationship  with  God  through 
Jesus  Christ.  A  similar  passion  was  pre¬ 
sent  in  our  church  when  its  membership 
and  influence  were  growing  rather  than 
dwindling.  If  the  church’s  leaders  would 
concentrate  on  rekindling  our  passion  for 
knowing  and  sharing  Christ  —  both  with 
one  another  and  with  the  millions  of  “un¬ 
churched”  people  in  the  United  States  — 
our  rolls  would  begin  growing  again.  And 
there  would  be  many  fewer  “in  name 
only"  members  on  our  rolls  for  others  to 
proselytize. 


_  Here  I  Stand 

Lessons  seen  in  recent  national  election 


Church  leaders  should  see 
meaning  in  voting  pattern 


Injection  of  religious  issues 
-  may  curb  religious  liberty 


By  IIAROLI) (.PERDUE 

Our  recent  national  elections  captured 
our  attention.  The  Moral  Majority,  issues 
of  religion  in  government,  the  concerns 
of  the  religious  community  were  parts  of 
that  interest.  With  the  elections  now  over 
are  there  any  lessons  that  can  be  deduced 
from  these  experiences  and  observation  of 
the  voting  patterns  of  our  nation? 

We  have  discovered  that  the  percep¬ 
tion  of  leadership  is  as  important  as  the 
actuality  of  leadership.  Walter  Mondale 
has  the  background,  training  and  experi¬ 
ence  to  be  one  of  this  nation's  most  capa¬ 
ble  leaders.  He  is  well  qualified  to  be  the 
president.  He  is  a  professional,  he  is 
knowledgable  about  the  workings  of  our 
federal  government,  and  he  is  familiar 
with  the  decision-making  processes 
of  the  presidency. 

Yet.  Mr.  Mondale  was  not  perceived  by 
the  voting  public  as  having  these  skills 
Pundits  will  spend  many  hours  attempting 
to  understand  why  such  was  the  case. 

Perception  can  influence 

For  the  church,  we  should  recognize 
that  the  perception  of  leadership  often 
has  determinative  effect  on  the  actual 
performance  of  our  leaders.  Two  pas¬ 
tors,  with  equal  skills,  training  and  abili¬ 
ties,  may  be  perceived  by  a  congregation 
to  have  different  skills,  with  vastly  dif¬ 
ferent  results  in  their  pastorates. 


Wrong  questions  asked  about  transplant 


'tfothe  Editor: 

"Doctors  in  Loma  Linda.  California,  re¬ 
cently  performed  a  successful  heart 
transplant  on  a  baby  girl.  That  in  itself 
Was  not  unusual  What  was  unique  about 
this  operation  was  that  the  donor  heart 
came  from  a  baboon  (see  UMR,  Nov.  9. ) 
■Television  newsmen  with  panels  of 
doctors  discussed  the  operation  Ques¬ 
tions  were  asked  about  the  morality  and 
ethics  involved  in  this  operation  The 
answers  were  inconclusive.  The  problem 
was  that  the  wrong  questions  were  asked 
to  the  wrong  people,  for  the  main  ques¬ 
tion  is  theological  and  should  be  dis¬ 
cussed  by  theologians. 

The  right  question:  Are  humans  unique 
beings,  a  separate  entity  or  a  bit  of  proto¬ 
plasm  that  can  be  exchanged  for  either 
its  human  or  simian  counterpart?  The 
theologians  have  remained  silent.  How 
are  they  going  to  explain  to  the  laity  such 
scientific  advances  as  genetically 
planned  parenthood,  organ  transplants 
and  other  future  developments  that  alter 
the  perception  of  humanity's  relationship 
to  our  Creator?  Will  there  be  a  real  effort 
by  theologians  to  bridge  this  gap  and  pre¬ 
serve  the  Christian  faith? 

William  H.  Thurman 

Memphis,  Tennessee 

Tell  us  more 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  Nov.  2  coverage  of  the  Global 
Ministries  meeting  mentions  in  passing 
that  Bishop  Sano  “described  at  length  his 
own  personal  conversion  experience."  I 
think  you  should  have  printed  his  testi¬ 
mony  in  full. 

Instead  you  emphasized  his  charge 
that  evangelical  theology,  by  virtue  of 
its  hardheartedness  toward  liberation 
movements,  is  guilty  of  "profanity"  and 
"blasphemy."  Yet  on  the  same  page  you 
reported  that  H.  T.  Maclin  of  the  Mission 
Society  for  United  Methodist  is  not 
against  liberation  theology  as  such,  so 
long  as  it  is  "prefaced  by  a  deep  personal 
commitment  to  Christ." 
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Apparently  Bishop  Sano  has  such  a 
commitment.  A  liberation  theologian 
with  an  honest-to-God  heart-warming  ex¬ 
perience?  That  would  be  news,  especial¬ 
ly  if  he’s  a  bishop!  And  apparently  Mr. 
Maclin  is  an  evangelical  who  is  open  to 
"social  change  in  missions.  ”  That’s 
news.  too.  Tell  us  more! 

In  the  Nov.  9  issue,  Jim  Heidinger 
of  Good  News  demanded  an  apology 
from  the  bishop  over  the  blasphemy- 
charge.  He  equates  the  bishop’s  intem¬ 
perate  remarks  with  Luther’s  rantings 
against  the  pope.  Certainly  a  bishop 
needs  to  be  more  sensitive  to  pluralism 
when  he  excoriates  fellow  United  Method¬ 
ists.  But  the  shoe  is  on  the  other  foot, 
too.  Evangelicals  regularly  accuse  liber¬ 
ation  theologians  of  heresy.  When  Luther 
ranteth.  the  pope  raveth 

Why  not  print  the  bishop  s  personal 
testimony  and,  alongside  it.  a  specific 
example  of  "social  change  in  missions" 
approved  by  Mr.  Maclin  and  Mr.  Hei¬ 
dinger?  Hold  their  feet  to  Ihe  fire!  After 
all,  the  public  media  are  about  the  only 
forums  of  genuine  accountability  left  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  short  of  Ihe 
last  judgment.  Bruce  Privratsky 

Knoxville.  Tennessee 

Why  my  mind  has  changed 
about  opposing  abortion 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Nov.  9  article  headlined  “  ‘Pastoral 
letter'  explains  UM  abortion  stance"  by 
Bishop  James  M.  Ault  was  interesting  to 
me. 

When  I  was  a  younger  woman.  I  was 
absolutely  certain  that  a  woman  should 
be  able  to  choose  abortion  if  she  became 
"unhappily"  pregnant.  I  believed  that 
bringing  an  unwanted  child  into  the 
world  was  worse  than  terminating  that 
life.  I  believed  that  bitterness  and  hatred 
toward  an  unwanted  child  only  resulted 
in  a  childhood  of  misery,  anguish  and  re¬ 
bellion  as  well  as  a  maladjusted  adult  life 
steeped  in  problems.  I  thought  it  was  bet¬ 
ter  to  be  dead  than  face  all  that  rejection. 

About  12  years  ago.  my  husband  and  I 
learned  that  his  niece  was  with  child.  She 
bore  a  boy.  When  he  was  18  months  old. 
his  mother  and  step-father  were  killed  in 
a  highway  accident.  Through  adoption, 
this  young  boy  became  our  son. 

The  child  was  beset  with  serious  emo¬ 
tional  problems.  1  had  serious  emotional 
problems  of  my  own.  During  the  next 
three  years,  I  came  to  realize  that  there 
was  no  way  known  to  me  to  handle  him  I 
could  do  nothing  but  hurt  him.  for  I  knew 
no  way  to  love  him 

I  faced  my  emotional  bankruptcy  and 
inability  to  change  That  was  when  I 
cried  out  to  God.  That  was  when  He  led 
me  to  become  his  born-again  child  That 
was  when  He  started  putting  the  shat¬ 
tered  pieces  of  our  lives  back  together 
That  was  when  He  began  His  merciful 
healing.  This  child  was  the  Lord  s  instru¬ 
ment.  Without  this  small  child.  I  could 
have  gone  a  lifetime  believing  only  in  my 
own  ability  to  conquer  anything 

Now  I  need  to  say  that  my  husband's 
niece  was  a  12-year-old  girl  when  she  was 


raped  and  became  pregnant.  She  was 
five  months  pregnant  before  anyone  even 
knew  it.  Soon  after  turning  13.  she  de¬ 
livered  the  child  that  was  to  be  an  instru¬ 
ment  of  God's  loving  salvation  to  me  and 
our  family. 

I  no  longer  believe  that  unborn  life 
should  be  terminated.  For  all  unborn  life 
is  precious  beyond  measure  to  our  Lord, 
and  He  is  busily  redeeming  people  and 
lives  through  the  blood  of  Jesus.  All  un¬ 
born  life,  no  matter  how  conceived,  has  a 
place  and  a  plan  in  God’s  creation  —  ev¬ 
en  children  conceived  in  rape.  In  God’s 
plan,  tragedies  are  transformed  into 
blessings,  and  there  is  hope  for  everyone 

In  Psalm  139:13-16  David  expresses 
beautifully  how  God  has  plans  for  each  — 
as  yet  unborn  —  life.  It  is  well  worth  re- 

reading'  Julie  J.  James 

Franklin.  Tennessee 


Aren’t  we  all  anxious 
to  remake  others  like  us? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  share  the  concern  of  Don  Johnson 
that  we  tend  not  to  accept  "culturally  dif¬ 
ferent  people"  but  want  to  make  them 
over  as  "upper-middle  class  United 
Methodists”  (see  Here  I  Stand,  Nov.  2). 

I  noticed  that  Mr.  Johnson  did  not  men¬ 
tion  the  culturally  (and  otherwise)  differ¬ 
ent  homosexuals  among  those  to  whom 
we  should  minister. 

Since  Mr.  Johnson  feels  four  years  of 
college  and  three  years  of  seminary  dis¬ 
qualifies  ministers  for  serving  less  edu¬ 
cated  people,  does  he  mean  we  should  al¬ 
so  ordain  homosexuals  to  serve  the  cultu¬ 
rally  different  homosexuals?  Or  are  we 
all,  in  our  own  way.  anxious  to  make 
others  over  into  our  own  image? 

F.  Kaye  Bass 
New  Haven.  Indiana 

My  Witness 

People  who  skip  worship  risk 
missing  something  important 


By  NORINE  WINES  SHARP 

One  blustery  December  Sunday  our 
choir  director  was  faced  with  a  dilemma. 
A  horrendous  blizzard  had  forced  cancel¬ 
lation  of  a  crucial  choir  rehearsal  and 
had  a  dismal  effect  on  attendance 
that  morning.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
perform  the  complex  anthem  planned  for 
the  service.  What  to  do!  Play  an  organ 
solo?  Add  an  extra  hymn? 

One  of  the  choir  members  offered  a 
suggestion:  "I  heard  Delores  sing  ’Sweet 
Little  Jesus  Boy’  at  a  musical  this  week. 
It  was  just  lovely."  Delores,  the  ever-de- 
pendable  contralto  soloist,  had  sur¬ 
mounted  the  elements  and  was  ready  to 
go.  The  choir  director  rounded  up  a  copy 
of  the  music,  and  they  had  a  quick  run- 
through.  That  morning  the  congregation 
was  treated  to  an  exalted  moment  in  the 
Advent  season. 

I  was  one  of  the  lucky  ones  present  for 
that  magical,  spiritually  uplifting  exper¬ 
ience.  As  I  looked  around  at  the  slim 
numbers  sharing  in  that  rare  privilege.  I 


Harold  Perdue 

We  have  discovered  that  the  mood  of 
our  nation  is  growing  more  and  more 
conservative.  The  declining  membership 
of  the  Democratic  Party,  the  increase  in 
Republican  Party  registrations.  Ihe  larg¬ 
er  number  of  independents  as  well  as  the 
overwhelming  majority  vote  received 
nationally  by  the  conservative  candidate 
for  president  all  reflect  this  mood  The 
victorious  candidates  sheltered  any 
images  of  liberalism  and  projected  them¬ 
selves  us  conservatives  to  win  even  local 
elections. 

Leaders  in  the  church,  no  matter  our 
personal  views,  must  recognize  that  this 
rising  tide  of  conservatism  cannot  be  es¬ 
caped  or  ignored.  To  communicate  with 
persons  in  our  communities,  this  factor 
must  be  understood  and  considered  in 
our  actions. 

We  have  discovered  that  voters  are  in¬ 
dependent  in  their  voting  patterns  and 
not  always  consistent.  One  columnist 
called  them  "onery.” 

Voting  blocs  don’t  deliver 

Unions  do  not  control  and  did  not  deliv¬ 
er  the  votes  of  laborers.  Women's  rights 
organizations  do  not  control  and  did  not 
deliver  the  votes  of  women.  Hispanic  or¬ 
ganizations  do  not  control  and  did  not  de¬ 
liver  well  the  votes  of  Hispanics.  Only  the 
voting  patterns  of  blacks  are  still  rather 
consistently  monolithic. 

Detailed  sociological  studies  would  be 
necessary  to  understand  all  of  that.  Yet. 
there  is  sufficient  evidence  to  know  that 
voters  will  vote  independently  of  the  sug¬ 
gestions  of  their  leaders. 

Church  leaders  need  to  recognize  that 
church  members  are  not  easily  led.  They 
are  not  unthinking  loyal  subjects.  Most 
congregations  are  as  diverse  and  plur¬ 
alistic  as  our  society  at  large,  and  new 
ways  of  leadership  must  emerge  for  the 
church  to  be  effective. 

Church  members  will  respond  to  lead¬ 
ership  but  will  not  be  enslaved  to  direc 
tives.  Church  members  can  be  guided 
and  reasoned  with,  but  they  cannot  be  co¬ 
erced. 

Congress  bucks  trend 

We  have  discovered  that  the  election  of 
a  conservative  president  does  not  result 
automatically  in  a  conservative  Con¬ 
gress.  The  character  of  the  House  and 
the  Senate  was  changed  only  slightly,  de¬ 
spite  the  overwhelming  victory  of  the 
president. 

It  may  be  that  the  public  does  not 
imagine  the  role  of  congressional  leaders 
as  important.  It  may  be  that  a  concern 
for  oppressed  minorities  and  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  in  society  is  expressed  by  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  local  leaders  to  deal  with  such  is¬ 
sues.  rather  than  having  them  solved  on 
a  national  level. 

One  logical  evaluation  of  the  results  of 
the  1984  elections  is  that  the  public  seeks 
conservative  national  leadership,  and  it 
trusts  those  persons  who  are  closer  to 
home  with  expressions  of  compassion 
and  service.  If  there  is  any  validity  to 
this  assumption,  it  does  not  encourage 
United  Methodism. 

Church  leadership  reversed 

Our  United  Methodist  Church  tends  to 
follow  a  reverse  pattern  of  leadership 
roles.  Our  more  conservative  leadership 
is  closest  to  the  people,  and  our  most  li¬ 
beral  leadership  is  farthest  from  the  lo¬ 
cal  congregations  and  the  people. 

This  sociological  possibility  may  ex¬ 
plain  more  about  the  decline  of  United 
Methodist  membership  than  any  doctrin¬ 
al  issue.  If  the  pattern  of  a  church’s  lead¬ 
ership  is  counter  to  the  pattern  of  leader¬ 
ship  that  the  public  desires  to  follow,  is  it 
any  wonder  that  members  would  leave 
that  organization  for  volunteer  groups  in 
which  their  desired  patterns  are  prev¬ 
alent? 

Many  persons  may  disagree  with 
every  point  of  this  analysis  I  make  no 
claim  to  a  special  knowledge  of  the  truth 
Yet.  from  reading  the  newspapers,  talk¬ 
ing  to  persons  and  sensing  the  moods  and 
meanings  of  the  1984  voting  patterns.  I 
think  we  must  reflect  seriously  to  see  if 
we  can  learn  anything  about  United 
Methodism’s  life  as  a  denomination  If 
we  cannot  comprehend  the  issues,  how 
can  we  deal  with  them? 


By  JOHN  M.  SWOMLEY 
The  injection  of  religious  issues  into 
the  1984  U.S.  presidential  election  cam¬ 
paign  has  raised  serious  questions  about 
the  future  of  religious  liberty  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the 
statements  of  Moral  Majority  preachers 
led  by  Jerry  Falwell  and  of  Roman 
Catholic  bishops  are  protected  by  the 
free  speech  clause  of  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment.  That  clause  also  protected  the 
speech  of  the  virulent  anti-communist 
Joseph  McCarthy  and  the  anti-Catholi¬ 
cism  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan. 

The  right  of  free  speech  tells  us  little 
about  the  consequences  of  their  conduct 
with  respect  to  religious  liberty,  ecu¬ 
menical  relations  or  the  secularization  of 
religion  by  attempting  to  use  the  state  to 
enforce  observance  of  religious  doctrine. 

Bishop  criticizes  candidate 

In  September  1984  Archbishop  John  J. 
O’Connor  of  New  York  went  to  Altoona, 
Pennsylvania,  and  held  a  press  confer¬ 
ence  in  which  he  attacked  the  Democrat¬ 
ic  Party’s  vice  presidential  nominee  be¬ 
cause  of  her  opposition  to  a  constitutional 
amendment  prohibiting  all  abortion.  He 
quoted  the  pope’s  statement  that  "the 
church  considers  all  legislation  in  favor 
of  abortion  as  a  very  serious  offense, 
and  said:  "So  Geraldine  Ferraro  doesn’t 
have  a  problem  with  me.  If  she  has  a 
problem,  it’s  with  the  pope." 

When  Bishop  O’Connor  put  pressure  on 
Roman  Catholic  candidates  to  achieve 
the  legislation  the  pope  wants  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  he  was  insensitive  to  the  reli¬ 
gious  concerns  of  many  Protestant, 
Jewish  and  humanist  groups.  Their  norm 
is  not  what  the  pope  wants  nor  is  it  the 
doctrinal  view  that  at  conception  a  ferti¬ 
lized  egg  is  a  human  person  morally 
equal  to  the  woman  in  whose  uterus  it 
may  be  implanted.  Bishop  O’Connor  also 
appeared  to  assume  that  Roman  Catholic 
politicians  do  not  serve  the  general  pub¬ 
lic  but  the  papacy  and  its  doctrinal  posi¬ 
tions. 

Since  a  number  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
bishops  declared  abortion  the  "critical" 
or  “crucial"  issue  in  the  recent  cam¬ 
paign,  we  should  note  that  the  bills  and 
amendments  that  have  been  introduced 
in  Congress  are  worded,  almost  without 
exception,  so  as  to  make  personhood  be¬ 
gin  at  conception.  Religious  liberty 
would  be  violated  at  three  points  by  the 
passage  of  such  a  measure:  (1)  It  would 
make  personhood  begin  legally  at  con¬ 
ception,  thereby  writing  Roman  Catholic 
doctrine  into  law.  (2)  It  would  outlaw 
contraceptive  birth  control  that  operates 
after  the  fertilization  of  the  ovum  has 
taken  place.  (3)  It  would  prohibit  abor¬ 
tion  and  thus  violate  the  religious  liberty 
of  those  churches  and  persons  who  be¬ 
lieve  that  abortion  is  a  moral  alternative 
to  a  dangerous  pregnancy. 

Another  important  issue  raised 

There  is  another  important  religious  is¬ 
sue  at  stake  in  the  abortion  controversy. 
The  Roman  Catholic  bishops  focus  on  the 
fetus  as  an  object  of  value  and  assert  that 
This  week's  contributors  are  the  Rev. 
Harold  C.  Perdue,  pastor  of  St.  Mark's 
UMC  in  San  Antonio,  Texas  (Southwest 
Texas  Conference),  and  the  Rev.  John  M. 
Swomley,  a  professor  at  St.  Paul  School 
of  Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
(Missouri  West  Conference). 


John  Swomley 

women  do  not  have  a  right  to  an  abortion. 
Other  religious  groups  focus  on  women 
as  moral  agents  who  must  make,  or  be 
involved  in  making,  decisions  that  affect 
their  lives,  their  families  and  their  fu¬ 
ture.  They  believe  that  refusing  on  prin¬ 
ciple  to  permit  a  woman  to  consider  her 
life  or  welfare  when  it  seems  threatened 
by  pregnancy  is  to  say  that  only  men  are 
the  recipients  of  God’s  grace  in  terms  of 
freedom  and  responsibility. 

Given  these  differences,  the  phrase 
“sacredness  of  life”  cannot  be  applied 
only  to  the  fetus.  For  many  non-Catholics 
there  is  a  presumptive  right  to  life  that  is 
not  absolute  but  conditioned  by  the 
claims  of  others.  For  us  the  "right  to 
life"  and  sacredness  of  life  mean  that 
there  should  be  no  absolute  rule  or  un¬ 
breakable  law  that  takes  precedence  over 
the  lives  or  welfare  of  human  persons. 

Another  doctrinal  issue  is  who  is  to 
have  the  power  to  control  procreation: 
women  in  consultation  with  their  part¬ 
ners  and  their  physicians  —  or  the 
church?  The  historic  natural  law  position 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  was  not 
concerned  about  feticide  but  about  the 
sin  of  sexuality  if  it  interfered  with  pro¬ 
creation  as  contraception  and  abortion 
do.  Since  the  bishops  have  been  unable  to 
persuade  women  to  accept  control  by  the 
church  over  their  sexuality,  their  only 
hope  for  reasserting  that  control  is  to 
persuade  the  state  through  political  pow¬ 
er  to  make  a  church-declared  sin  into  a 
crime  affecting  all  women. 

‘Anti-woman’  position  taken 

The  low  view  of  women  that  keeps 
them  from  being  ordained  and  insists 
that  their  proper  role  is  that  of  mother  is 
not  simply  Roman  Catholic  theology.  The 
view  is  Mr.  Falwell’s  political  ideology, 
which  is  also  anti-woman.  The  key 
phrase  is  not  simply  “pro-life"  but  “pro- 
family,"  which  is  always  defined  as  a  pa¬ 
triarchal  family. 

Although  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops 
oppose  intentional  abortion,  they  some¬ 
times  recognize  the  priority  of  the  wo¬ 
man  over  the  fetus.  The  following  is  from 
their  1977  “Ethical  and  Religious  Direc¬ 
tives  for  Catholic  Health  Facilities:  ’’ 

“Operations,  treatments,  and 
medications,  which  do  not  directly  intend 
termination  of  pregnancy,  but  which 
have  as  their  purpose  the  cure  of  a  pro¬ 
portionately  serious  pathological  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  mother  are  permitted  when 
they  cannot  be  safely  postponed  until  the 
fetus  is  viable,  even  though  they  may  or 
will  result  in  the  death  of  the  fetus.” 

Some  fetal  deaths  sanctioned 

The  bishops  claim  that  although  the 
death  of  the  fetus  is  foreseen,  it  is  not  in¬ 
tended  because  the  intention  is  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  health  and  life  of  the  woman. 

Isn’t  it  just  as  reasonable  to  assert  that 
the  intention  of  most  women  in  abortion 
is  the  separation  of  the  fetus  from  the  wo¬ 
man  —  not  the  killing  of  the  fetus,  though 
its  death  may  be  foreseen? 

When  new  technology,  only  a  few  years 
away,  makes  possible  the  transplanting 
of  a  fetus  from  a  woman  who  doesn’t 
want  it  to  one  who  does,  abortion  can 
take  place  without  the  death  of  the  fetus. 
If  the  bishops’  concern  is  feticide,  such 
technology  should  eliminate  the  contro¬ 
versy  over  abortion.  But  if  the  real  con¬ 
cern  is  interference  with  procreation,  the 
religious  differences  and  controversy 
will  continue. 


Welcome  to  readers  of  new  local  church  editions 


With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  1,650  member-families 
of  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport,  Louisiana  (Louisiana 
Annual  Conference),  and  320  member- 
families  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Springfield.  Tennessee  (Tennes¬ 
see  Annual  Conference ) . 

These  additions  are  the  most  recent  to 
the  more  than  350  local  churches  across 
the  United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  These  churches 
mail  local  church,  annual  conference  and 


general  religious  news  in  one  paper  each 
week  directly  to  the  homes  of  members 

To  our  new  readers  in  Shreveport  and 
Springfield,  we  say  “Welcome."  We  hope 
you  you  will  find  your  new  church  paper 
interesting  and  informative  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as  '  Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter." 


Guidebooks  Every 
United  Methodist 
Should  Have 


felt  sorry  for  those  who,  for  whatever 
reason,  were  not  there.  And,  I  realized 
that  one  of  the  main  reasons  that  I  go  to 
church  every  Sunday  is  that  if  I  don't.  I 
might  miss  something! 

How  sad  for  members  of  St.  Thomas' 
Church  in  Leipzig  who  decided  not  to  go 
out  in  the  rain  one  Good  Friday  and 
missed  the  service  written  for  them  by 
their  music  director,  J.  S.  Bach:  The  St. 
Matthew  Passion.  How  fortunate  for  Meth¬ 
odists  that  John  Wesley  opted  to  go  to  the 
meeting  at  Aldersgate  Street  instead  of 
the  football  game.  Was  it  a  lucky  coinci¬ 
dence  that  Simeon  and  Anna  happened  to 
be  at  the  temple  when  Jesus  was  brought 
in  by  his  parents?  (Luke  2:25-38).  Not 
really.  They  were  always  there. 

Why  take  a  chance.  I  say.  Go  to  church 
every  Sunday  Otherwise,  you  might 
miss  something! 

This  week's  contributor,  Norine  Wines 
Sharp,  is  a  member  of  Epworth- Euclid 
UMC  in  Cleveland.  Ohio  (East  Ohio 
Annual  Conference). 


The  Book  of  Discipline 
A  reservoir  of  information  with  definitive  answers 
for  lay  and  professional  church  leaders.  This  book 
of  laws  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  includes 
information  on  what  is  expected  of  ministers  and 
members,  and  more!  Blue  sturdite  binding. 
A01-037026.  $8.95;  6  or  more,  each,  $7.95 

The  Book  of  Resolutions 
This  1984  edition  is  Vi  larger!  For  the  first 
time,  you  can  get  all  the  valid  resolutions 
adopted  since  the  1968  Uniting  Conference 
(including  those  adopted  at  the  1984  General 
Conference)  in  one  volume.  Complete  topical 
index  provided.  Blue  kivar  binding. 

A01-03728X.  $5.95  Beat  the  January  1  price 
increase — order  now! 

TrtHifo'Ulitn  irtrt  A4J  uUi  It*  //  tfflitM 


Cokesbury 


Order  toll  free:  1-800-672-1789.  Use  your  Cokesbury  Account,  American  Express,  Visa,  or  MasterCard. 

Call  Monday-Friday.  8-4  Central  time  or  8-4  Pacific  time.  Also  available  by  mail  order  from  your 
Cokesbury  Service  Center,  or  at  your  Cokesbury  store.  roasuMH 
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Painting  depicts  ‘flight  into  Egypt’ 

By  VIOLET  M.  OLSEN 


One  great  entry  in  the  tradition  of  Christmas 
Nativity  art  is  “The  Rest  on  the  Flight  Into  Egypt.” 

It  was  painted  in  1510  by  Gerard  David,  a  master 
painter  in  the  Flemish  school  in  what  is  now  part  of 
Belgium. 

Symbols  were  important  to  David  and  other  paint¬ 
ers  during  the  northern  Renaissance  period. 

The  grapes  the  Christ  child  is  holding  foreshadow 
the  wine  that  symbolizes  the  blood  that  he  will  shed  on 
the  cross. 

The  genius  of  the  artist  is  that  the  composition,  so 
rich  in  detail,  depicts  the  perfect  harmony  of  God  and 
nature.  The  gentle  blending  of  curves  and  colors  in  the 


figures,  drapery,  and  landscape  are  so  unified  in  per¬ 
fect  grace  and  harmony  that  a  sense  of  spiritual  peace 
is  transmitted  to  the  viewer. 

The  painting  has  been  in  the  collections  of  the  Rev. 
Montague  Taylor  in  London,  Rudolph  Kann  of  Paris, 
and  J.  Pierpont  Morgan  in  New  York  and  finally  in  the 
Andrew  W.  Mellon  Collection. 

It  may  be  viewed  by  the  public  in  the  National  Gal¬ 
ley  in  Washington,  where  David’s  great  Christian 
masterwork  hangs  in  the  permanent  collection. 

Ms.  Olsen  is  an  art  education  writer  in  Davenport,  Iowa. 

PHOTO  COURTESY  THE  NATIONAL  GALLERY  OF  ART.  WASHINGTON, 

D.C. 
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Engineer  designs  tripod  frame 
to  display  church  ‘poinsettia  tree 9 


By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

HERMITAGE,  Pa.  —  Christmas 
flowers  adorn  the  altar  of  Hickory  United 
Methodist  church  here  in  a  special 
designer  fashion. 

The  34  bright  red,  potted,  poinsettia 
plants  rest  in  a  custom-made  “poinsettia 
tree  frame”  created  by  one  of  the 
congregation’s  members,  Robert 
Tidmarsh,  a  professional  engineer. 

Mr.  Tidmarsh,  61,  said  the  idea  for  the 
tree  frame  resulted  from  two  requests 
from  within  the  congregation. 

Last  year  Hickory’s  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Louis  Pomrenke,  challenged  members  of 
the  congregation  to  think  of  an  attractive 
and  convenient  way  to  display  the 
memorial  poinsettias  given  each  year  at 
Christmas. 

During  that  same  time  Mr.  Tidmarsh 
was  approached  by  the  church’s  altar 
guild  for  help.  For  years  the  group  had 
placed  a  large  Christmas  tree  in  the  pul¬ 
pit  area  and  they  wanted  new  decorating 
ideas. 

“With  a  little  imagination  and  my  en¬ 
gineering  background,  I  came  upon  the 
idea  of  an  aluminum  free-standing  frame 
with  a  tripod  leg  in  the  shape  of  a  Christ¬ 
mas  tree,”  he  said.  “I  built  it  nine  feet  in 
height,  six  feet  across  with  graduated 
shelves  angled  so  the  poinsettia  blooms 
are  forward.  It  created  the  desired  visual 
effects  as  well  as  saving  space. 

“The  30-pound  frame  is  strong,  easy  to 
store  and,  when  filled  with  flowers,  has  a 
three-dimensional  appearance,”  he  said. 

For  more  than  30  years  Mr.  Tidmarsh 
has  worked  as  an  engineer  at  various 
companies.  For  instance,  he  designed, 
built  and  sold  the  first  all-fiberglass 
greenhouses  for  home  and  commercial 
use  in  the  1950s. 

He  has  been  unemployed  since  April, 
when  he  was  laid  off  by  a  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  engineering  firm. 

The  son  of  a  Methodist  minister, 
Mr.  Tidmarsh  said  he  tried  to  fol¬ 
low  his  father’s  footsteps  for  a  while 
and  served  as  a  local  church  pastor  in  the 
1960s.  “It  wasn’t  for  me,"  he  said  of  his 
brief  career  in  the  ministry. 

“At  Hickory  UMC,  lam  happy  to  serve 
as  a  lay  speaker  and  to  sing  in  the  choir.” 

Mr.  Tidmarsh  and  Mr.  Pomrenke 
decided  to  share  the  poinsettia  tree 
frame  idea  with  other  churches.  An 
article  about  the  display  frame  in  the  Re- 


‘Quest’  document  sent  to  churches  for  decision 


‘Poinsettia  tree’  decorates  Pennsylvania  church 


porter’s  Western  Pennsylvania  confer¬ 
ence  newspaper  generated  75  requests 
for  construction  plans  from  five  states. 

In  response  Mr.  Tidmarsh  for  $5  offers 
basic  plans  for  the  frame  and  infor¬ 
mation  on  where  to  buy  supplies.  He  also 
offers  both  assembled  and  unassembled 
tree  frame  kits  which  range  in  price  from 
$150  to  $350.  He  may  be  reached  at  330  S. 


Oakdale  Ave.,  Hermitage,  PA  16148. 

When  recently  approached  by  a  person 
requesting  that  he  design  an  Easter  altar 
decoration  Mr.  Tidmarsh  was  already 
two  steps  ahead. 

“I’m  working  on  a  large  cross 
framework  to  hold  Easter  flowers  now,” 
he  said. 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

BALTIMORE,  Md.  —  The  “courtship” 
has  been  going  on  for  22  years. 

But  the  Consultation  on  Church  Union 
(COCU)  has  done  about  all  it  can  as  a 
“marriage  broker”  to  promote  formal 
unity  among  its  participating  denomina¬ 
tions  —  including  showing  them  “how  to 
pop  the  question.” 

That  was  how  Dr.  John  Deschner 
described  the  situation  facing  the 
ecumenical  body  to  delegates  hbre  last 
week  as  COCU  began  the  16th  plenary 
meeting  in  its  22-year  history. 

By  the  end  of  the  week-long  meeting 
delegates  had  taken  actions  they  hope 
will  lead  to  “popping  the  question”  to  at 
least  all  nine  denominations  involved  in 
the  consultation. 

Those  actions  include: 

•  Adopting  a  document  15  years  in  the 
making.  The  document,  titled  “In  Quest 
of  a  Church  of  Christ  Uniting,”  will  be 
sent  to  COCU’s  participating  bodies  for 
study  and,  consultation  leaders  hope, 
adoption  by  their  highest  decision¬ 
making  bodies.  In  the  case  of  United 
Methodism,  the  soonest  this  could  occur 
would  be  at  the  1988  General  Conference. 

•  Receiving  a  report  by  COCU’s  com¬ 
mission  on  church  order  which  recom¬ 
mends  “covenanting”  (see  glossary  of 
terms  below)  as  an  intermediate  step 
between  mere  "consultation”  and 
eventual  full  unity  of  the  member 
churches. 

•  Receiving  for  further  study  and  dis¬ 
cussion  drafts  of  worship  services  to  be 
used  to  celebrate  various  acts  of 
“covenanting,”  once  member  bodies 
agree  to  take  that  step  in  the  uniting 
process. 

Dr.  Deschner,  professor  of  Christian 
doctrine  at  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  told 
the  delegates  that  COCU  is  at  a  turning 
point  with  next  steps  moving  from 
“ecumenical  specialists”  to  denomina¬ 
tional  leaders  and  members. 

The  consultation  was  begun  in  1962 
with  the  ultimate  goal  of  bringing  about 
church  unity  in  the  form  of  “one  visibly 
united  church.”  Its  nine  participating 
denominations,  including  United  Meth¬ 
odism,  have  about  23  million  members. 

COCU’s  chief  executive  officer,  the 
Rev.  Gerald  Moede,  a  United  Methodist, 
said  actions  here  mean  the  churches  can 
begin  “common  life  in  earnest.” 

Many  obstacles  foreseen 

Many  delegates  agreed,  though,  that 
realistic  obstacles  to  such  “common 
life”  are  many  and,  in  some  cases, 
formidable.  The  head  of  the  Episcopal 
church’s  delegation  said,  for  instance, 
that  many  in  his  church  will'  find  the 
“Quest”  document  “surprising  and 
troubling.” 

Bishop  Ben  Oliphint,  episcopal  leader 
of  United  Methodism’s  Houston  Area  and 
leader  of  his  church’s  delegation  to 
COCU,  said  he  is  excited  about  the 
“Quest”  document. 

He  said  he  is  convinced  the  document 
will  have  “a  profound  affect  on  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  the  next  few 
years  as  we  wrestle  with  our  own  theo¬ 
logical  concerns,  especially  regarding 
the  ministry.’  ” 

Many  delegates  agreed  that 
"covenanting”  is  an  interim  step  toward 
eventual  organic  union  of  the  churches. 
There  was  less  agreement,  though,  about 
the  precise  meaning  of  the  term  and 
what  it  implies  for  congregations  and 
their  members. 

These  seven  elements  of  the 
covenanting  process  were  identified : 

•  Mutual  recognition  of  one  another’s 
baptism  (previously  agreed  upon  by 
participating  churches  of  the  consulta¬ 
tion); 

•  Mutual  recognition  of  each  other  as 
churches ; 

•  Claiming  the  “Quest”  document 
together,  that  is,  all  participating 
denominations  agreeing  that  this  is  the 
document  to  be  studied  and  reacted  to; 

•  Recognition  and  reconciliation  of  the 
ordained  ministries  in  the  several 
churches ; 

•  Establishing  regular  sharing  of  Holy 
Communion  among  member  churches  (a 
minimum  of  four  times  a  year  was 
suggested); 

•  Engaging  together  in  mission  and 
evangelism,  and 

•  Formation  of  “councils  of  oversight." 

The  latter  are  described  as  interim 
bodies  to  be  made  up  of  persons  from 
COCU’s  participating  communions  and 
which  will  exercise  collective  oversight 


of  the  covenanting  process  as  the 
member  churches  move  toward  deeper 
levels  of  unity. 

Many  viewed  the  proposed  councils  as 
“just  another  layer  of  bureaucracy”  for 
churches  to  contend  with.  Others  foresaw 
that  such  councils  would  have  so  little 
power  as  to  be  virtually  useless  in 
exercising  meaningful  supervision, 
particularly  of  the  ordained  and 
ministry. 

A  United  Methodist  delegate,  the  Rev. 
Arthur  Landwehr  of  Evanston,  Illinois, 
commented  on  the  diff  iculty  of  interpret¬ 
ing  for  the  people  "back  home"  the  often 
intentional  open-endedness  and  ambi¬ 
guity  of  the  "covenanting"  process. 

“How  do  you  explain  jello?  ”  he  asked. 

‘Massive’  fear  remains 

Responding  to  one  fear  which  has 
remained  constant  throughout  COCU’s 
existence  and  which  has  been  a  prime 
target  of  critics,  the  “Quest”  document 
states  that  “the  process  of  covenanting 
does  not  mean  the  formation  of  one  new, 
massive  denomination  out  of  many." 

The  Rev.  Vernon  Bigler,  a  pastor  from 
United  Methodism’s  Western  New  York 
conference,  told  the  delegates  that  “what 
we’re  about  here  is  trying  to  embrace  the 
vision  of  covenant.  The  model  for  imple¬ 


menting  it,”  including  the  Councils  of 
Oversight,  "will  grow  out  of  the  vision,” 
he  said 

Dr.  Bigler  agreed,  however,  that  one  of 
the  deep  fears  of  many  “grassroots” 
church  members  is  that  the  Consultation 
for  Church  Union  is  trying  to  create  a 
"super  church.” 

While  admitting  that  “organic  union  ”, 
does  mean  eventual  institutional  unity, 
Dr.  Bigler  said  that  will  come  about 
gradually  as  “unified”  structures  re¬ 
place  the  many  separate  sti-uctures  in 
the  churches. 

The  nine  churches  in  the  Consultation 
on  Church  Union  represent  a  broad 
spectrum  of  types  of  government,  kinds 
of  ministry  and  styles  of  worship.  Five  of 
the  nine  have  predominantly  white 
membership;  one  consists  of  black  and 
white  in  approximately  equal  numbers 
and  three  are  predominantly  black 

The  nine  churches  are  the  African- 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church,  the. 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ),, 
the  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal. 
Church,  the  Episcopal  Church,  the 
International  Council  of  Community. 
Churches,  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
U.S.A.,  the  United  Church  of  Christ  and 
the  United  Methodist  Church 


BALTIMORE  —  Principal  United  Methodist  figures  at  the  Consultation 
on  Church  Union  sessions  here  Nov.  26-30  included,  from  left,  the  Rev. 
Robert  Huston,  head  of  the  denomination’s  ecumenical  agency  in  New 
York;  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint,  president  of  United  Methodism’s  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns,  and  Bishop 
James  Mathews,  retired  from  the  Washington  Area.  Bishop  Oliphint  of  the 
Houston  Area,  headed  the  United  Methodist  delegation  to  COCU. 

PHOTO  BY  JOHN  FULTON 

Glossary  of  ‘church  union*1  terms 


The  Consultation  on  Church  Union 
(COCU),  like  most  other  specialized 
groups,  uses  several  words  having 
similarly  specialized  meanings. 

Many  of  those  words  will  be  unfamiliar 
to  United  Methodists  who  have  not 
closely  followed  COCU’s  evolution  over 
the  past  several  years. 

The  following  examples  include 
several  terms  referred  to  in  the 
accompanying  article  about  the  group’s 
recent  meeting  in  Baltimore  or  to  other 
terms  commonly  used  by  COCU 
participants: 

ALERTS  —  A  series  of  church-dividing 
issues  that  were  identified  by  COCU  in 
the  mid-1970s  and  were  given  special 
attention  in  later  work.  They  include 
racism,  sexism,  handicappism,  institu¬ 
tionalism  and  congregational  exdusivism. 

CATHOLIC  —  Universal  or  complete. 

CLAIMING  —  The  “reception”  of  the 


theological  consensus  “Quest”  document 
by  member  churches. 

COVENANTING  —  A  way  of  relating 
to  another  person,  group  or  institution 
through  a  promise  or  contract  For 
COCU  participants,  this  includes  both  a 
series  of  specific  acts  and  a  process  of 
growing  together. 

COUNCIL  OF  OVERSIGHT  -  Units 
being  proposed  by  which  at  least  four 
persons  from  each  denomination  would 
come  together  to  supervise  the 
covenanting  process.  This  would  take 
place  at  national,  regional  and  local 
levels. 

PRESBYTER  —  Taken  from  the 
Greek  word  “presbuteros,”  the  minister 
of  word  and  sacrament.  The  same 
minister  is  called  priest,  elder,  pastor  or 
minister  in  the  different  denominations. 

UNION  —  An  act  of  coming  together 
into  visible  oneness  or  a  state  of  such 
unity  among  the  churches. 


Full  text  of  referral  resolution 


Following  is  the  full  text  of  the 
resolution  adopted  by  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  regarding  “In  Quest  of  a 
Church  of  Christ  Uniting.” 

The  resolution  will  be  referred  to  the 
nine  participating  denominations  for 
study,  discussion  and  decision. 

“RESOLVED,  that  the  16th  (1984) 
plenary  of  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  approves  this  text  (the  “Quest” 
document)  and  asks  the  participating 


churches,  by  formal  action,  to  recognize, 
in  it  (1)  an  expression,  in  the  matters 
with  which  it  deals,  of  the  Apostolic  faith, 
order,  worship  and  witness  of  the  church, 
(2)  anticipation  of  the  church  uniting,, 
which  the  participating  bodies,  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  wish  to  become, 
and  (3)  a  sufficient  theological  basis  for 
the  covenanting  act  and  the  uniting 
process  proposed  at  this  time  by  the 
consultation.” 


Editor  selected  for  hymnal  project 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE  -  The  Rev.  Carlton  R. 
(Sam)  Young,  editor  of  “The  Methodist 
Hymnal”  (1964),  has  been  named  editor 
of  the  new  worship  and  hymnbook  to  be 
developed  for  presentation  to  the  1988 
General  Conference,  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  executives  announced 
here  Nov.  28. 

Dr.  Young,  professor  of  church  music 
at  Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University,  will  assume  his  duties  as 
editor  in  January  when  the  hymnal  com¬ 
mittee  mandated  by  the  1984  General 
Conference  meets  here.  Boston  Area 
Bishop  George  W.  Bashore  will  convene 
the  committee. 

If  approved,  the  new  hymnal  will  be 
published  by  the  fall  of  1989. 

Dr.  Young  was  32  when  he  was  named 
editor  of  the  1964  hymnal.  Since  that 
time,  he  said,  the  sounds  of  church  music 
have  changed  and  become  more  diverse. 

“Rock,  gospel,  folk  as  religious 


mediums  all  came  into  wide  use  by  main¬ 
line  churches  after  1964,"  Dr.  Young  said 
in  an  interview  with  United  Methodist 
News  Service.  “Also  during  that  time  the 
Methodist  Church  and  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church  merged,  so 
there  is  that  diversity. 

“The  ethnic  minority  contribution  has 
been  very  strong  and  the  hymnal  com¬ 
mittee  will  be  cognizant  of  our 
diversity,"  he  said.  The  groundwork  has 
been  laid  with  recent  publications  of 
indigenous  hymnal  supplements  such  as 
“Songs  of  Zion”  and  “Celebremos  I  and 
II”  he  said. 

“Inclusive  language"  about  God  and 
people  will  be  another  issue  to  be  studied. 
Dr.  Young  said.  The  General  Conference 
recommended  that  the  hymnal  commit¬ 
tee  consider  “inclusive  language"  in  the 
new  worship  book,  although  “historic 
language"  of  some  hymns  may  be  taken 
into  account.  Dr.  Young  said  he  believes 


commm.ee  members  will  deal  sensitively 
with  the  issue. 

“A  hymnal  always  has  been  something 
of  a  political  document,  because  we’re 
mandated  to  represent  our  entire,  plural¬ 
istic  church,”  he  said.  “But  I  think  our 
committee  will  have  the  mind,  heart  and 
humor  to  deal  with  tough  issues 
responsibly.” 

The  proposed  hymnal  and  worship 
book  will  be  the  first  one  since  the 
merger  of  the  EUB  and  Methodist  de¬ 
nominations  in  1968. 

Before  Dr.  Young  edited  the  1964 
version,  Robert  G.  McCutchan  edited  a 
1939  Methodist  hymnbook.  The  former 
EUB  Church  adopted  a  revised  hymnal 
in  1957,  edited  by  Paul  H.  Eller,  of 
Naperville,  Ill. 

In  reprints  of  the  Methodist  hymnal 
since  1968,  the  words  “United  Methodist” 
have  been  substituted  in  the  rituals.  The 
title  of  the  book  has  been  changed  to 
“The  Book  of  Hymns.” 


CHURCHES,  INVEST  IN  CHURCHES 

The  Park  United  Methodist  Church  of  Pulaski,  New  York,  is  one  of 
498  churches  investing  in  the  United  Methodist  Development  Fund. 
Church  members  believe  UMDF  is  a  worthy  investment.  The  sole  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  fund  is  to  make  low-cost  loans  for  building  and  renovating 
churches.  Growing  congregations  can  then  extend  their  outreach  and 
put  the  Gospel  to  work  in  their  communities. 

Does  your  church  have  money  to  invest?  Is  it  working  to  help 
another  church  build  and  extend  its  ministry  while  earning  9%  interest 
for  your  church?  Write  today  for  further  information. 


The  offering  is  made  by  Prospectus  only, 
limited  to  states  where  the  fund  is  exempt 
or  registered.  Call  or  write  for  a  free  Pros¬ 
pectus  and  further  information.  (Phone 
212-870-3856) 

A  free  videotape  on  the  fund  is  available. 
Please  write  to  schedule. 

Date: _  Format:  _ 


Ms.  Nova  Langston 

United  Methodist  Development  Fund 

475  Riverside  Drive,  room  303-Q3 
New  York,  N.Y.  10115 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ 


J5tate 


VIDEO 

TEACHING 

TAPES 


FOR  CHURCH  •  HOME  STUDY  •  CHURCH  SCHOOL 


DR  JIMMY  BUSKIRK 
DR  ROBERT  COLEMAN 
DR  ANDREW  GALLMAN 
DR  DENNIS  KINLAW 
DR  KENNETH  KINGHORN 
DR  ROY  RYAN 
DR  TOMMY  TYSON 
DR  ROSS  WHETSTONE 
-AND  OTHERS 

A  UNITED  METHODIST  VIDEO  TAPE  MINISTRY 
WRITE  I  VIDIO  LEADERSHIP  HIHISTRIES 

FOR  POBOX9B5  STARKVILLE.  MS  397S9 

BROCHURE  j  TELEPHONE  (601)  323-78S7 
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Torturous  battle  over  ‘gays’  rated  top  UM  story 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE  —  The  torturous  battle 
over  whether  to  ordain  “self -a vowed, 
practicing”  homosexuals  —  and  the 
subsequent  ruling  on  that  subject  by  the 
church’s  "supreme  court"  was  the  No. 

1  news  story  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  1984,  according  to  a  year-end 
poll  of  the  denomination’s  regional 
editors  and  communications  staff 
members. 

The  emotion-charged  debate,  long  at 
issue  in  the  9.4  million-member  church, 
garnered  more  than  usual  attention  in 
this  Bicentennial  General  Conference 
year,  the  communicators  said. 

Petitions  poured  in  from  church 
members  to  the  denomination’s  top 
governing  body.  The  "evangelical” 
caucus  stepped  up  its  efforts  against 
ordination  of  homosexuals  and  the 
church’s  agency  which  sets  the  stan¬ 
dards  for  ministry  urged  passage  of  a 
church  law  espousing  “fidelity  in  mar¬ 
riage  and  celibacy  in  singleness.” 

Ranked  second  among  top  stories  for 
1984  was  the  election  of  19  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishops,  a  slate  abundant  in  super¬ 
latives  for  the  denomination,  including 
the  first  black  woman,  the  first  His¬ 
panic  and  the  first  Japanese-American, 
all  elected  by  the  Western  Jurisdiction. 

In  third  place  was  the  creation  of  an 
alternate  mission  society  by  critics  of 
the  church’s  official  mission  arm,  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


The  continuing  emphasis 
empowering  ethnic  minority  local 
churches  as  the  denomination’s  sole 
missional  priority  was  voted  the  fourth 
most  prominent  news  story. 

Fifth  place  went  to  the  church-wide 
celebration  of  the  American  Methodist 
Bicentennial. 

Remaining  stories  voted  “Top  Ten” 
by  United  Methodist  communicators 
were  (in order): 

•  Famine  in  Ethiopia  and  other  na¬ 
tions  and  United  Methodist  response  to 
hunger  crises ; 

•  “Inclusive  language,”  including 
the  controversial  lectionary  released 
by  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
and  a  United  Methodist  task  force  re¬ 
port  on  “Words  That  Hurt  and  Words 
That  Heal”; 

•  The  Institute  for  Religion  and 
Democracy  (IRD)  and  its  continuing 
criticism  of  “liberal”  mainline  denomi¬ 
nations,  and  the  creation  of  a  United 
Methodist  subgrpup  in  IRD  which 
lobbied  for  "conservative”  interests  at 
General  Conference; 

•  The  U.S.  presidential  election  and 
the  influence  of  religion  on  the  political 
process. 

Ordination  was  main  issue 

Homosexuality  is  an  issue  which  has 
confronted  United  Methodists  since 
1970,  but  the  1984  bout  dealt  specifically 
with  the  question  of  ordination.  In  the 
end,  the  church’s  governing  body 


approved  a  law  prohibiting  ordination 
of  “self-avowed,  practicing"  homo¬ 
sexuals.  The  church's  Judicial  Council 
later  upheld  that  language  as 
constitutional  under  United  Methodist 
discipline. 

The  recent  concerns  were  fueled  by 
appointment  of  known  homosexuals  in 
the  denomination’s  New  York  and 
Denver  areas. 

In  1982  the  Judicial  Council  ruled  that 
nothing  in  “The  Book  of  Discipline” 
specifically  prohibited  the  ordination  of 
a  homosexual  person. 

With  that  word,  United  Methodists 
both  for  and  against  ordination  braced 
themselves  for  the  inevitable,  painful 
debate  at  the  General  Conference  in 
May.  More  than  200  petitions  asking  for 
specific  language  prohibiting  ordin¬ 
ation  were  forwarded  to  the  1.000  dele¬ 
gates. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  argument,  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
proposed  changes  in  the  church’s  Social 
Principles  to  discourage  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation.  Affir¬ 
mation,  the  church’s  caucus  for  gay 
and  lesbian  concerns,  rallied  against 
restrictive  language  during  the  confer¬ 
ence  in  Baltimore.  The  vote  on  the  new 
“fidelity”  language  was  close  —  568  to 
404  —  on  a  secret  ballot. 

The  Judicial  Council  heard  further 
arguments  on  the  issue  in  late  October 
but  held  the  ban  constitutional 
according  to  church  doctrine  and  law. 


Election  of  19  bishops  in  the  five  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  jurisdictions  received 
considerable  attention  from  the  media. 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  is  the 
only  one  which  did  not  elect  an  ethnic 
minority  person,  while  the  North 
Central,  Western  and  Northeastern 
elected  ethnic  minorities  on  their  first 
slates.  Western  became  the  first  region 
ever  to  fill  all  its  vacancies  with  ethnic 
minority  persons  (Roy  I.  Sano,  Japan¬ 
ese-American;  Elias  G.  Galvan, 
Hispanic;  Leontine  T.C.  Kelly,  black). 
Western  also  is  the  first  jurisdiction  in 
the  church’s  history  to  have  a  majority 
of  ethnic  minority  bishops  ( four  of  six ) . 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  made 
history  by  electing  its  first  black  bishop 
—  Ernest  W.  Newman  —  since  the 
dissolution  of  racially  segregated 
episcopal  areas. 

The  new  bishops  were  elected  by  the 
church  to  fill  vacancies  caused  by  16 
retirements,  one  death,  one  resignation 
and  one  new  episcopal  area  created  in 
the  Western  Jurisdiction. 

New  mission  agency  formed 
The  church’s  missional  and  other  ac¬ 
tivities  outside  the  United  States  have 
sparked  criticism  from  several  arenas, 
particularly  from  United  Methodism’s 
evangelical”  caucus,  Good  News. 
Displeased  with  the  direction  of  mission 
efforts  under  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  the  critics  incorporated  an 
alternate  mission  sending  agency 


earlier  this  year. 

The  Mission  Society  for  United  Meth¬ 
odists  was  the  creation  of  critics  who 
claim  that  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  has  steered  away  from  traditional 
Methodist  theology  in  its  approach  to 
missions.  Among  their  objections:  the 
agency’s  emphasis  has  moved  from 
deployment  of  full-time  missionaries 
from  the  United  States;  the  board  has 
been  unresponsive  to  requests  from 
other  countries  for  missionaries  and  the 
board  favors  “liberation  theology” 
ihstead  of  traditional  Wesleyan 
thought. 

The  new  agency  will  solicit  and  coor¬ 
dinate  local  church  support  for  inde¬ 
pendent  missionaries. 

In  its  defense,  spokespersons  for  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  said  that 
there  are  more  than  600  missionaries 
working  in  other  countries  and  that 
indigenous  Christian  leaders  are 
“taking  up  the  missionary  task.”  Board 
executives  pointed  to  increased  church 
growth  and  activity  in  Indonesia, 
Bolivia,  Korea  and  Africa. 

At  the  General  Conference,  delegates 
weighed  criticisms  against  the  board. 
They  voted  to  support  it  as  the 
denomination’s  sole  mission  agancy. 

The  American  Methodist  Bicen¬ 
tennial  was  considered  a  major  media 
event.  This  was  so  partly  because  of  the 
sheer  volume  of  celebrations  and  the 
creativity  behind  many  of  them. 
Commemorative  books  and  buttons, 


and  persons  performing  as  “members” 
of  the  Wesley  family,  Francis  Asbury 
or  Harry  Hosier,  were  common. 

Hunger  and  starvation  in  Africa  was 
a  story  which  broke  late  in  1984  in  the 
public  press  because  of  the  dramatic 
number  of  deaths  in  Ethiopia  and 
governmental  response.  However,  for 
more  than  a  year  United  Methodist 
media  had  reported  on  national,  region¬ 
al  and  local  church  projects  to  combat 
hunger  in  Third  World  countries 
through  the  denomination’s  committee 
on  relief  and  Church  World  Service. 

Politics  and  the  presidential  election 
colored  much  of  the  church’s  social 
action  news  in  1984.  The  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  was  among  many 
critics  of  President  Reagan’s  budget 
and  foreign  military  policies.  Related 
to  that  was  a  major  push  by  United 
Methodists  for  more  negotiations  and' 
less  military  intervention  by  the  United 
States  in  Central  America. 

What  are  the  potential  top  news 
stories  of  1985? 

Communicators  in  the  annual  confer¬ 
ences  say  U.6.  involvement  in  Latin 
America  and  more  churches  defying 
immigration  laws  by  offering  sanc¬ 
tuary  to  fleeing  refugees  will  be  promi¬ 
nent  in  church-related  news  next  year. 

Dueling  theologies  —  the  debate 
between  conservative,  moderate  and 
liberation  theologians  —  likely  will  be  a 
continuing  topic  of  churchwide 
discussion,  they  agree. 


the  church  today 


KERRVILLE,  Texas  —  Wilma  La  Grange,  left,  learns  the  basic  chain 
stitch  from  instructor  Sara  King  in  the  Christmas  crocheting  workshop  dur¬ 
ing  the  Southwest  Texas  Conference  United  Methodist  Women’s  pre-Advent 
retreat  here  recently  at  the  Mount  Wesley  conference  center. 

KKPOKTKK  ST  \KF  PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  B.  S APPIVOTOM 

Woman’s  ‘motivators’ help 
stimulate  regular  giving 


Work  camp  crew  holds 
25th  anniversary  reunion 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  Six  persons  had  an 
unusual  25th-year  reunion  here  recently. 

They  are  half  of  the  12  who  gathered 
here  in  the  summer  of  1959  for  a  youth 
work  camp  at  United  Methodist-related 
Camp  Merry  Ledges,  owned  by  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Community  House  here. 

A  spokeswoman  for  the  group  said  they 
found  most  projects  they  had  worked  on 
unchanged.  Their  work  a  quarter -cen¬ 
tury  ago  included  building  an  amphi¬ 
theater,  working  on  covered  wagons  and 
painting  cabins.  Their  original  work 
camp  was  one  of  several  sponsored  by 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Education. 

Defense  fund  set  up 
for  accused  minister 

NEW  YORK  —  A  legal  defense  fund 
has  been  established  to  assist  the  Rev. 
Nathaniel  T.  Grady,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  indicted  by  a  Bronx  county 
grand  jury  in  October  on  42  counts  of 
child  abuse. 

The  Rev.  William  M.  James  of  Metro¬ 
politan  UMC  here  supervises  the  fund 
which  he  said  includes  contributions 
from  UM  clergy  and  laypersons  and 
others  from  various  denominations.  Sup¬ 
porters  of  Mr.  Grady  sponsored  a  dinner 
at  Metropolitan  UMC  last  week  to  raise 
additional  funds. 

The  charges  against  Mr.  Grady  involve 
alleged  assaults  on  six  children  at  a 
Bronx  day  care  center  at  Westchester 
UMC  where  Mr.  Grady  was  formerly 
pastor.  Mr.  Grady,  48,  has  pleaded  in¬ 
nocent  to  the  charges.  A  trial  date  has  not 
been  set. 

Lutheran  elected 
chair  of  service  agency 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  prominent 
Lutheran  leader  has  been  elected  chair¬ 
man  of  Church  World  Service,  the  over¬ 
seas  relief  agency  for  U.S.  Protestant 


and  Orthodox  churches,  for  the  next 
three  years. 

He  is  the  Rev.  Robert  J.  Marshall,  for¬ 
mer  president  of  the  3-million-member 
Lutheran  Church  in  America,  and  now 
professor  of  Old  Testament  and  Hebrew 
at  Lutheran  Theological  Southern  Se¬ 
minary.  An  expert  in  the  field  of  interna¬ 
tional  relief  efforts,  he  has  served  as 
president  of  Lutheran  World  Relief  since 
1978. 

Dr.  Marshall  succeeds  Presbyterian 
leader  William  P.  Thompson  as  chair  of 
the  45-member  committee  of  U.  S. 
church  representatives  who  set  policy  for 
Church  World  Service  and  review  the 
agency’s  programs  of  relief,  develop¬ 
ment  aid,  and  refugee  services. 

Church  World  Service  is  an  agency  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

Episcopalians  evaluating 
church  councils’  value 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Episcopal 
Church  leaders  have  called  for  an 
“evaluation”  of  the  denomination’s  role 
in  the  National  and  World  Council  of 
Churches. 

At  the  request  of  Presiding  Bishop 
John  M.  Allin,  the  church’s  Executive 
Council  has  asked  for  a  study  of  Epis¬ 
copal  membership  in  the  NCC  and  WCC 
by  the  church’s  Standing  Commission  on 
Ecumenical  Relations. 

Saying  he  was  not  recommending  with¬ 
drawal,  Bishop  Allin  declared  that  Epis¬ 
copal  membership  in  the  two  councils 
has  been  “taken  for  granted”  by  both 
church  members  and  the  councils. 

He  suggested  that  the  NCC  may  need 
more  “overhaul  and  streamlining”  than 
envisioned  by  a  current  plan.  “I  believe, 
if  proven  necessary,  it  is  better  to  start 
afresh,  rather  than  to  struggle  in  a  dis¬ 
jointed  organization  wherein  partici¬ 
pation  is  difficult  and  not  accurately  re¬ 
presentative  of  the  churches’  member¬ 
ship.” 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

YOUNGSTOWN,  Ohio  -  After  the  lo¬ 
cal  church’s  annual  stewardship  drive  is 
over,  how  do  you  convince  people  to  keep 
giving  regularly  to  the  church? 

Peggy  Ferrell,  a  United  Methodist 
minister’s  wife  here,  believes  folks  need 
a  gentle  nudge  to  remind  them  regularly 
that  everything  they  have  is  from  the  Lord 
and  they  are  only  stewards  of  “the  crop.” 

Her  recently-started  stewardship 
motivation  business  —  Storehouse  Pub¬ 
lishing  Company  —  designs  and  sells  in¬ 
serts  for  church  bulletins,  offering 
envelopes  and  financial  statements  that 
encourage  people  to  give  regularly  to 
their  church. 

The  inserts  are  simple,  printed  fold- 
outs  often  using  spot  color. 

Church  mailings  have  included  tracts 
about  giving  and  tithing  for  years,  but 
Mrs.  Ferrell,  a  former  writer  for  the 
American  Greeting  Card  Company,  said 
“Tracts  generally  have  too  much  written 
on  them.  People  aren’t  going  to  read 
through  them  all.” 

Ms.  Ferrell’s,  on  the  other  hand,  “are  a 
cross  between  a  tract  and  a  greeting 
card,”  she  explains.  They’re  informative 
like  tracts  —  often  quoting  scripture  or 
explaining  the  virtues  of  church-spon¬ 
sored  programs  —  but  they’re  eye-catch¬ 
ing  and  easy  to  read,  she  says. 

One  insert,  for  example,  shows  a  dollar 
bill  on  the  outside  with  the  tease  .  .  . 
“This  is  your  chance  to  spend  some¬ 
body’s  else’s  money.”  The  inside  reads: 
“The  Bible  teaches  that  God  gives  us 
everything.  In  appreciation,  we  give  back 
a  portion  to  God  .  .  .  Spending  God’s  money 
is  a  happy  responsibility  God  has  given 
to  each  of  us.  .  .  Enjoy  the  blessing!” 

Other  “motivators”  as  she  calls  them, 
show  a  person  on  the  phone  talking  and 
the  insert  reads:  “Money  talks.”  The  in¬ 
side  simply  shows  six  different  bills.  The 
$100  “says”  it  bought  tickets  to  the  coun¬ 
try  club  dance.  The  $50  bill  went  to  the 
beauty  parlor  and  the  $20  bought  a  tank 
of  gas.  The  $10  bought  some  imported 
cheese,  and  the  $5  paid  the  babysiter. 
The  $1  was  the  offering  to  God. 


“They're  just  gentle  reminders  that 
our  money  is  the  Lord’s,"  she  says. 

The  54-year-old  mother  of  five  who  also 
works  extensively  in  pre-marital  coun¬ 
seling  with  her  husband,  the  Rev. 
Charles  E.  Ferrell,  says  she  uses  the 
same  rules  in  writing  the  motivational  in¬ 
serts  that  she  did  with  greeting  cards. 

“It’s  got  to  be  a  me-to-you  message,” 
she  says.  “You  can’t  talk  about  what  the 
church  does  as  whole  generally.  You 
need  to  let  them  know  that  THEIR  gift  is 
at  work  in  spreading  the  message  of 
Jesus  Christ." 

The  inserts  sell  for  $6  per  100.  Further 
information  about  the  “motivators"  can 
be  obtained  by  writing:  Storehouse 
Publishing  Co.,  P.  O.  Box  3811,  Youngs¬ 
town,  OH  44512. 

Ministers  arrested 
at  Africa  protest 

From  Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  -  Two  black  minis¬ 
ters  who  were  active  in  the  1960s 
civil  rights  struggles  have  helped  kick  off 
a  nationwide  campaign  of  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  to  protest  U.S.  tolerance  of  South 
Africa’s  racist  policies. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Lowery,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  and  president  of  the 
Southern  Christian  Leadership  Con¬ 
ference,  was  arrested  during  a  sit-in 
Nov.  26  at  the  South  African  embassy, 
while  Rep.  Walter  Fauntroy  (D.  D.C.),  a 
Baptist  minister,  led  a  demonstration  of 
about  150  protestors  outside. 

Mr.  Fauntroy  and  others  held  a  news 
conference  Nov.  23  to  announce  forma¬ 
tion  of  a  "Free  South  Africa  Movement” 
aimed  at  pressuring  the  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration  into  changing  its  policy  to¬ 
ward  the  white-minority-ruled  country. 

In  the  first  action  following  the  an¬ 
nouncement,  Mr.  Lowery  and  Rep. 
Charles  Hayes  (D.-Ill.)  were  led  away  in 
handcuffs  by  uniformed  Secret  Service 
agents  after  they  entered  the  embassy  to 
deliver  a  letter.  The  two  were  charged 
with  unlawful  entry  and  held  in  a  District 
of  Columbia  jail  overnight. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  $1  00 
additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance 

EDUCATION  MINISTRY:  NEEDED,  a  full  lime 
person  in  Christian  Education  with  a  strong 
emphasis  on  youth  ministry  for  a  1.300  member 
church  in  Jacksonville.  Florida.  Salary  negotiable 
Send  resume  to  Arlington  United  Methodist  Church. 

WORLD  TOUR  JULY  departure  Mainland  China  + 
Yangtze  Cruise  May  departure  Free  brochures:  Dr. 

1400  University  Blvd.,  N.  Jacksonville.  FL  32211. 
Attention:  Rev.  Warren  Wasson. 

Bob  Panzer,  623  Dell  St..  Solana  Beach.  CA  92075. 
(619)  755-9330, 25  years  leading  tours. 

FULL  TIME  YOUTH  Education  Director  need 
Minimum  salary  $18,000.  Strong  Christian 

PECANS  FOR  YOUR  Fund  Raising  Project.  Call  loll 

free.  1  '  800  >  841-4350  Orchard  Pecan  Company.  P.O. 
Box  727.  Albany,  GA  31702. 

description  wrile  First  United  Methodist  Church,  c/o 
Richard  Moore.  Route  2,  Box  102.  Woodward.  OK 
73801 

FOR  SALE:  1950 Estey  organ  console.  2  manual  with 
32  note  pedalboard  .  needs  some  work.  $2,000  or  best 
offer  Call  818-363-0671  or  365-3156 

NEW  TESTAMENT  ON  Cassette,  plus  Gian!  Prinl 
KJV.  quality  guaranteed.  $41.95  plus  G  shipping. 
Cash,  check,  money  order:  Christian  Village.  4lh 

FOR  SALE:  Used  Leslie  Organ  Speaker,  Model  145. 

Street,  Martins  Ferry.  OH  43935, 

$400  Call  evenings  (907 1  947-3680o‘r  (507)  726-2701 

QUALIFIED  MINISTER  OF  Music  for  3.600 

DIRECTOR  OF  THEOLOGICAL  School 

member  church  Multiple  choirs:  Adult,  ^outh. 
Children.  Bells,  etc  •  918  >  336-8155 

School,  Drew  University  To  develop  fund-raising 
priorities  and  launch  innovative  programs  to  attract 
substantial  support  to  the  Drew  Theological  School 
Requires  heavy  travel,  excellent  organizational  and 
communication  skills.  Related  experience  preferred 
Send  resume  and  names  and  addresses  of  three 
references,  as  soon  as  possible,  to:  William  G. 
Wehner,  Vice  President  for  Development  and 
University  Relations.  Drew  University.  Madison.  NJ 
07940.  An  equal  opportunity,  affirmative  action 
employer 

"GAY  AND  LESBIAN  United  Methodists;  friends 
and  families":  It’s  time  for  affirmation!  Write  P.O. 

Box  10201.  Evanston.  IL  60204 

FOR  SALE:  LEADED  Stained  Glass  Windows,  good 
condition,  varying  sizes  and  shapes,  call:  (919)  438- 
8791  Write:  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Henderson.  NC  27536. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies  near 
Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Completely 
furnished  efficiencies  $125  week.  $400  four  weeks: 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education.  Growing, 
exciting  church  wishes  to  increase  Sunday  School 

Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138.  Waynesville.  NC  287H6. 
<704)627-6067 

attendance  and  activities  Salary,  retirement  plan, 
insurance  Cape  Coral  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  41 18  Coronado  Pkwy  .  Cape  Coral.  FL  33904 

METHODIST  BICENTENNIAL  SYMBOL.  Portfolio 
of  four  graphs,  varying  sizes,  for  stilchery.  latch 
hook  $5.  Circuit  Rider  on  hand  marked  =10 

EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH  Minister  to  serve  on 

pastoral  learn  in  1,500  member  United  Methodist 
Church  m  Scottsdale.  AZ.  $25,000  package  Send 
[resume  to4140  Miller.  85251 

needlepoint  canvas.  8x15*.  with  instructions  'yarn 
needle  not  included)  $14  Still  available:  United 
Methodisl  Symbol  Portfolio;  nine  stilchery  projects 
$7  Money  promptly  refunded  if  you're  not  satisfied 

,  RETIREMENT  LIVING  AT  its  finest  Security  and 

11036-R  Trail  West.  Bloomington.  MN  55437 

[climates,  Northern  California.  Lake  Park  Retire¬ 
ment  Residence  offers  spacious  apartments, 
comprehensive  health  care,  delicious  meals 
security,  companionship  and  much  more  A  facility 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest"  Write 
UMDF.  Room  303B.  475  Riverside  Drive.  New  York. 

NY  10115 

of  <  alifornia-Nevada  Methodist  Homes  For  a 
brochure,  call  or  write:  Director  of  Marketing.  1-ake 
Park.  1850  Alice  St  .  Department  MR.  Oakland.  CA 
94612. 1415)835-5511. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  Collections.  Accumulatioas. 
estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  am 
collection.  Bank  and  legal  references  7  Whooping 

Crane,  Rockporl.  TX  78382 

Today  s  Children  From:  Family  Education 

Enterprises.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  4690 
Palm  Avenue.  La  Mesa.  CA  92041.  $10  Text  and 
Guide. 

VIRGIL  KRAFT'S  NEW  Book.  Salute  To  America 
timely  inspiration  for  Americans  now  available 
for  only  $7.50  Promotes  pride  in  and  understanding 
of  American  freedom  <vs.  socialism’  Willard 

TOUR  ISRAEL.  EGYPT.  Greece  and  Jordan  with 

small  Christian  group  in  June  For  complete  details 
write  Tours.  Box  62W.  Odessa.  TX  79767 

Marriott,  founder  of  the  Marriott  Hotels,  refers  to  it 
as  "an  inspiring  book  "  Apollo  Books;  107  luifayelte 

St  .Winona.  MN  55987 

POSITION  OPEN  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  South 
Central  Jurisdiction.  Applications  may  be  received 
from  the  Jurisdictional  office.  6155  Samuell  Blvd., 
Dallas.  TX  75228  Telephone  214/321-7077.  Attention: 

S  Duane  Bruce  Deadline  for  receiving  applications 
January  2, 1985. 

BICENTENNIAL  TAPESTRY  OF  THE  YELLOW¬ 
STONE  CONFERENCE  -  A  United  Methodist  his¬ 
tory  of  churches,  camps,  conference  structure  and 
biographies.  8'*  x  11.  hard  bound.  224  pages  $17  84 
postpaid.  Doris  Whithorn.  118  West  Chinook.  Living¬ 
ston.  MT  59047 

Conference  women  hold 
unique  pre-Advent  session 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

KERRVILLE,  Texas  —  Eighty  United 
Methodist  Women  in  the  Southwest 
Texas  conference  left  family  and  other 
responsibilities  to  attend  the  recent  pre- 
Advent  retreat  at  the  Mount  Wesley  con¬ 
ference  center  here. 

Leaders  here  say  this  retreat  offers  a 
seasonal  model  which  United  Methodist 
Women  from  other  annual  conferences 
might  want  to  adapt. 

The  annual  retreat,  one  of  many  UMW 
retreats  throughout  all  conferences  in 
the  country,  is  considered  unique  in  be¬ 
ing  specifically  pre-Advent. 

Beginning  with  lunch  at  noon  on 
Saturday,  the  24-hour  "Countdown  to 
Christmas”  ended  with  a  communion 
service  which  concluded  the  Sunday 
morning  worship.  The  retreat  schedule 
included  three  directed  spiritual  growth 
sessions,  time  alone,  group  singing,  a 
Christmas  program,  and  seven 
workshops  from  which  each  participant 
could  choose  two. 

Participants  in  workshops  were 
introduced  to  a  wide  spectrum  of 
Christmas  music  and  received  handouts 
on  the  history  of  Christmas  carols.  They 
learned  to  make  crocheted  and  cross- 
stitched  tree  ornaments,  Christmas 
cards,  and  Christmas  flower  arrange¬ 
ments.  Some  studied  the  gospels.  Others 
began  spiritual  journals.  A  number 
learned  basics  of  Christian  clowning  — 
including  makeup  —  and  how  clowning 
can  be  adapted  to  Christmas. 

The  Rev.  Sarah  Bentley,  a  United 


U.S.  holiday 
service  has 
rare  setting 

By  LINDA  W.  KEISTER 

LONDON  —  Some  2,500  worshippers  — 
mostly  Americans  —  held  a  distinctly 
non-British  worship  service  here  on 
Thanksgiving  Day. 

They  participated  in  the  annual 
American  Thanksgiving  Day  service  at 
St.  Paul’s  Cathedral,  the  marvelous 
Anglican  structure  designed  by  Chris¬ 
topher  Wren. 

The  preacher,  as  he  has  been  since  the 
services  began  in  1980,  was  the  Rev.  Ron 
Allison,  a  member  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  Pacific  and  Southwest  conference. 
He  is  under  special  appointment  as 
minister  of  The  American  Church  here,  a 
congregation  formed  primarily  for 
American  military  persons  stationed  in 
England  but  now  serving  a  wider 
congregation. 

Once  a  year  this  American  congre¬ 
gation  is  invited  to  hold  a  service  at  St. 
Paul’s. 

One  link  with  the  official  celebration  of 
Thanksgiving  back  home  in  the  states 
was  the  reading  of  President  Reagan’s 
proclamation  of  the  holiday  by  Charles 
H.  Price  II,  U.S.  ambassador  to  the 
Court  of  St.  James. 

Another  was  a  procession  down  St. 
Paul’s  massive  central  aisle  of  the 
American  flag,  borne  by  a  U.S.  Marine 
Corps  color  guard 

Mr.  Allison  and  others  who  have 
attended  one  or  more  Thanksgiving  ser¬ 
vices  here  agree  that  the  most  emotional 
moment  is  when  the  congregation  stands 
and  sings,  with  new  appreciation,  the 
hymn  beginning  “O  beautiful  for  spa¬ 
cious  skies,  for  amber  waves  of 
grain.  .  .” 

Sue  Winkler,  a  Californian  living  here, 
praised  the  service.  But  she  seemed  to 
speak  for  many  when  she  said,  “The 
music  was  marvelous,  but  it  was  sad, 
knowing  that  we  are  all  missing  someone 
back  home.” 

Ms.  Keister  is  a  free  lance  writer  in 
London. 


Church  of  Christ  minister  from  nearby 
Austin,  led  the  worship  sessions  in  what  * 
she  called  a  spiritual  journey  “in  and 
deep,”  a  journey  she  said  paralleled 
events  in  Mary’s  life  during  the  first  ad¬ 
vent.  * 

According  to  Mary  Ryan,  a  representa-  ' 
tive  of  the  denomination’s  general 
mission  board’s  Women’s  Division  who 
led  the  workshop  on  clowning  and  has 
helped  with  retreats  across  the  country, 
all  conference  UMW  groups  have  some 
kind  of  retreat  or  day  apart. 

A  Women’s  Division  staff  member  in 
the  New  York  office  affirmed  the  in¬ 
creasing  popularity  of  women’s  retreats 
as  indicated  by  the  number  of  requests 
for  staff  help  in  leading  retreats.  Neither 
she  nor  Ms.  Ryan  knew  of  another  pre- 
Advent  retreat,  however. 

The  pre-Advent  event  here  was  initiat¬ 
ed  three  years  ago  to  give  more  women  a 
chance  to  attend  a  retreat  because  the 
conference  UMW,  due  to  limited  space,  - 
was  having  to  turn  away  women  from  . 
their  annual  Lenten  retreat. 

They  are  finding,  too,  said  one  task 
force  member,  that  the  retreats  are 
reaching  women  who  don’t  attend  annual 
schools  of  Christian  mission  and  that,  by 
and  large,  it  is  the  younger  women  who 
most  feel  the  need  for  retreat.  The  re¬ 
treats  have  become  an  important  part  of 
the  United  Methodist  Women’s  education 
program  in  the' Southwest  Texas  confer¬ 
ence,  said  conference  UMW  president 
Rena  Sandidge. 

Retreats  —  for  women,  youth,  and  mix¬ 
ed  groups  —  are  part  of  what  seems  to  be 
a  growing  trend,  Ms.  Bentley  told  the  Re¬ 
porter.  From  medieval  times,  she  said, 
the  retreat  has  been  an  important  part  of 
spiritual  life  in  the  Catholic  tradition  and 
now  is  being  rediscovered  by 
Protestants. 


Church  stationery 


A  new  dimension  in  church  stationery  Raised 
printing  that  looks  like  engraving  Beautiful'  Write 
lor  kit  showing  quality,  type  laces,  colors  and 

prices  Ask  about  out  calling  cam  service 


NEW  CATALOG 

AVAILABLE  NOW1 
Weekday  /  Day  Care  Reeourcee 
For  Church-Related  Program* 

Cotebury 

ORDER  FROM  THE  COKES  BURY 
SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA: 

1SS1  N.  NorttrwMt  Highway  •  PaiK  RWga.  IL  MOSS 
Phone  312/299-4411 

1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame.  CA  94010 
Phone  415/692-3562 

201  Eighth Ave.. South  e  P.O.Box 801  e  Nashville. TH  \ 
37202 

Phone  815/749-6113 

Name _ 

Addreee _ 

City - 

State/zlp _  | 

Church _  | 


THE 

GIFT 


For  Christians.  Tha 
Priorities  Calendar 

with  week  in  sight  appts.,  Daily 
Scripture,  pocket/purse  Priorities 
Cards  for  Goals,  things  to  do,  all 
in  luxury  Ul'suede.  Desk  size  6x8, 
6  ring,  $15.50  or  pocket  size  for 
$6.95.  $1  handling.  Send  to 
Priorities,  Box  25101,  Dallas,  TX 
75225.  Specify:  blue  or  natural 
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Chrismon  trees  offer  messages 

‘Monograms’  provide  symbolism  of  Christ  and  Christmas 


By  EVA  JANE  MATSON 
Christmas,  a  sacred  celebration  or  a 
gigantic  marketing  fete?  Nowadays  per¬ 
haps  it  is  a  bit  of  both,  with  more  empha¬ 
sis  on  the  latter. 

As  much  as  we  deplore  the  “green” 
Christmas  of  the  business  world,  com¬ 
mercialism  has  not  submerged  the  reli¬ 
gious  meaning  of  the  season.  There  is  a 
relatively  new  innovation  that  does  much 
to  remind  us  of  the  beauty  and  real  signi¬ 
ficance  of  the  Christmas  season.  They 
are  Chrismons. 

What  are  they?  Chrismons  are  a  con¬ 
temporary  adaptation  of  a  centuries-old 
form  of  Christian  communication.  They 
are  symbols  of  Christ  and  his  message 
that  have  been  with  us  for  over  1900 
years.  They  are  a  rapidly  spreading  form 
of  Christian  expression.  They  are  a  wel¬ 
come  reminder  that  eflen  in  the  midst  of 
modern  commercialism,  there  is  still  a 
deeper  meaning  to  this  sacred  season. 

In  1957,  Mrs.  Frances  Spencer  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  of  the  Ascension  in 
Danville,  Virginia,  volunteered  to  deco¬ 
rate  the  sanctuary  tree.  Even  as  attrac¬ 
tive  as  an  ordinary,  decorated  Christmas 
tree  can  be,  she  did  not  feel  it  was  appro¬ 
priate  for  the  sanctuary.  Since  it  was 
Christ’s  birthday  they  were  celebrating, 
why  not  decorate  the  tree  with  something 
meaningful  about  Him?  Her  research  led 
her  to  an  old  drawing  called  a  “Chris¬ 
mon.” 

The  word  Chrismon  is  of  ancient  ori¬ 
gin;  “Chris,”  from  Christ,  and  “mon,” 
from  monogram.  "Christ’s  monograms" 
explains  the  entire  philosophy  of  Chris¬ 
mons. 

History  of  Hymns 

Theological 
riches  sung 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Hark!  the  herald  angels  sing, 

“Glory  to  the  newborn  King; 

Peace  on  earth,  and  mercy  mild; 

God  and  sinners  reconciled.’’ 

Joyful,  all  ye  nations  rise, 

Join  the  triumph  of  the  skies: 

With  angelic  hosts  proclaim, 

“Christ  is  born  in  Bethlehem." 

Charles  Wesley  wrote  these  lines  in 
1738,  less  than  a  year  after  his  conver¬ 
sion.  They  reflect  his  great  delight  be¬ 
cause  of  that  experience. 

A  prolific  poet,  Charles  Wesley  wrote 
not  less  than  6,500  hymns,  and  this  hymn 
sung  around  the  world  at  Chrismastime 
may  be  the  best  known  of  all 
The  opening  line  in  Wesley’s  original 
version  did  not  mention  the  angels  but 
used  the  Old  English  word  “welkin,” 
meaning  the  vault  of  heaven  or  the  sky 
Hark!  how  all  the  welkin  rings 
Glory  to  the  Kings  of  Kings. 

When  it  comes  to  filling  a  short  hymn 
with  an  extraordinary  amount  of  scrip¬ 
tural  truth,  Wesley  is  unexcelled.  Be¬ 
cause  we  sing  the  hymn  only  at  Christ¬ 
mas  and  because  we  know  it  so  well,  the 
theological  substance  may  be  over¬ 
looked. 

Wesley  intended  for  all  who  sang  these 
lines  to  understand  more  fully  the  re¬ 
demptive  and  reconciling  mission  of 
Christ  and  to  impress  the  singer  that 
Christ  came  to  redeem  all  mankind 
The  dominant  theme  of  the  hymn  is 
found  in  the  fourth  line  of  the  first  stan¬ 
za:  “God  and  sinners  reconciled.”  From 
this  point  on  Wesley  pens  a  masterpiece 
of  theology  stated  in  concise,  terse  lines 
The  tune  we  sing  with  these  words 
comes  from  a  1840  work  by  Felix  Men¬ 
delssohn  It  was  a  festive  choral  work  for 
mpn’s  voices  and  brass  instruments  writ¬ 
ten  to  commemorate  the  400th  anniversa¬ 
ry  of  the  invention  of  printing.  Fifteen 
years  later  William  H.  Cummings,  an 
English  musician,  adapted  the  melody 
from  the  second  chorus  for  Wesley’s  text 
Unfortunately,  Mendelssohn  died  in 
1847  and  never  knew  of  the  use  of  his 
melody  for  this  Christmas  hymn  and  how 
popular  it  has  beome. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“Joy  to  the  World ” 


“Women  Called  To  Witness: 
Evangelical  Feminism  In  The  19th 
Century”  by  Nancy  Hardesty,  Abingdon 
Press,  Nashville,  1984. 176  pp.,  $11.95. 

By  ANNETTE  LEFEVRE  REITINGER 

Should  Christian  women  be  involved  in 
politics?  Who  were  the  women  who 
campaigned  for  the  19th  Amendment? 
Did  their  religious  beliefs  have  any  bear 
ing  on  their  commitment  to  women’s  suf¬ 
frage? 

“Women  Called  to  Witness”  answers 
these  and  other  questions  about  how  our 
foremothers  translated  their  evangelical 
Christian  beliefs  into  action  in  the  politi¬ 
cal  and  social  arenas  of  the  19th  century. 

Writer/historian  Nancy  A.  Hardesty 
traces  the  development  of  the  women’s 
movement  from  the  early  1800s  through 
the  passage  of  the  19th  Amendment  in 
1920  She  shows  how  a  feminist  con¬ 
sciousness  began  to  develop  among 
Christian  women  who  felt  impelled  to 
remedy  the  injustices  they  saw  in  their 
world. 

Encouraged  by  revivalists  like  Charles 
Finney,  women  who  had  kept  silent  in 
church  began  to  testify  to  their  conver- 


They  are  composed  of  symbols  and 
monograms  that  have  been  associated 
throughout  the  centuries  with  Christ  and 
his  teachings  They  were  used  by  early 
Christians  as  a  secret  form  of  communi¬ 
cation  when  it  could  be  dangerous  to  be 
openly  known  as  a  Christian.  When  per¬ 
secution  became  a  thing  of  the  past,  the 
symbols  and  monograms  were  widely 
used  as  teaching  aids,  as  the  majority  of 
the  population  could  neither  read  nor 
write. 

Throughout  the  years,  hundreds  of 
symbols  and  monograms  associated  with 
Christ,  his  disciples  and  apostles,  have 


From  Disciples  News  Service 

TIPTON.  Ind.  The  head  of  the  over¬ 
seas  arm  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  believes  North  American 
Christians  must  concentrate  their  de 
velopment  efforts  on  countries  of  little 
political  significance. 

The  Rev.  James  Cogswell,  predicted  a 
“grim”  picture  in  Third  World  develop¬ 
ment  in  the  next  three  years  and  urged 
focusing  on  nations  of  “no  political 
weight  but  where  people  are  going  to  be 
in  great  need.  ” 

Mr.  Cogswell  told  the  overseas  minis¬ 
tries  board  of  the  Christian  Church  (Dis¬ 
ciples  of  Christ )  here  that  countries  con¬ 
sidered  politically  strategic  to  the  west 
will  receive  development  aid. 

He  suggested  concentrating  on  land¬ 
locked  African  nations,  Bangladesh.  Be¬ 
lize  and  others  “neglected  by  politics.” 

"The  church  which  aligns  itself  with 
the  poor  is  alive,”  he  said,  citing  the 
growing  church  in  Nicaragua.  Too  often. 


sion  openly  through  speech  and  example. 

Religious  exercises  were  not  enough 
for  women  like  Sarah  and  Angelina 
Grimke,  who  became  leaders  in  the  ab¬ 
olitionist  movement  When  they  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  Holy  Spirit  came  to  all 
people  —  male  and  female,  black  and 
white  —  they  began  to  work  and  speak 
publicly  for  the  freedom  of  slaves 

The  Christian  women  of  this  century 
invaded  the  cities  and  converted  prosti¬ 
tutes.  They  utilized  the  Sunday  School 
movement  to  educate  the  children  of  the 
poor.  They  worked  for  the  “Prohibition 
Amendment”  to  protect  (heir  homes  and 
families.  They  started  the  American  Bi¬ 
ble  Society,  the  American  Temperance 
Society. 

“Women  Called  to  Witness”  is  “must" 
reading  for  biblical  feminists  who  want 
to  trace  their  roots,  for  non-feminists 
who  want  to  know  what  this  movement  is 
all  about,  and  for  any  Christians  who 
struggle  with  the  social  and  political  im¬ 
plications  of  their  faith. 

Ms.  Reitinger  is  a  frequent  reviewer 
for  the  Reporter  and  lives  in  Irving. 
Texas. 


become  a  part  of  the  treasured  heritage 
of  Christianity. 

Today's  Chrismons  are  beautiful  re¬ 
minders  of  our  religious  heritage  Only 
three  colors  are  involved  in  a  Chrismon 
tree  The  green  of  the  evergreen  tree  re¬ 
presents  eternal  life,  while  the  white 
lights  remind  us  that  Christ  is  the  Light 
of  the  World.  The  Chrismons  themselves 
are  only  white  and  gold  white  for  puri¬ 
ty  and  perfection  and  gold  to  symbolize 
His  glory,  majesty  and  kingship  over  us 
all. 

Chrismons  are  not  denominational. 
They  belong  to  all  Christians  as  they  pro¬ 
claim  the  name,  the  life,  and  the  saving 


he  said,  the  church  has  "sided  with  the 
rich  against  the  poor  and  all  of  us  stand 
under  that  judgment.” 

Mr  Cogswell,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  National  Council  and  ex¬ 
ecutive  for  its  division  of  overseas  minis¬ 
tries,  said  Christians  must  face  the  fu¬ 
ture  with  hope  based  on  God’s  promise, 
knowing  that  the  future  “is  not  depen¬ 
dent  onus.” 

The  Presbyterian  minister  reminded 
the  board  that  the  numerical  strength  of 
Christianity  is  found  in  Third  World 
nations,  with  faith  coming  from  the  per¬ 
spective  of  those  who  see  Jesus  minister 
to  the  poor 

Third  World  Christians,  he  said,  “face 
the  future  with  glowing  hope  born  out  of 
the  Gospel.  But,  he  added,  “the  power  of 
the  Gospel  has  not  penetrated  life  in  our 
own  places.” 

Hope  must  not  take  the  form  of  “shal¬ 
low  optimism”  which  does  not  face  the 
“grim  realities”  of  a  despairing  world, 
he  observed. 

In  other  briefings  by  Disciples’  over¬ 
seas  staff,  the  board  learned : 

—  One-third  of  the  overseas  staff  serv¬ 
ing  in  Africa  is  involved  in  women's  de¬ 
velopment  issues  in  Kenya,  Lesotho. 
Zaire  and  Zambia,  with  other  major  in¬ 
volvement  in  socio-economic  develop 
ment,  secondary  education,  church  de¬ 
velopment,  theological  education,  health 
services,  Pan-African  leadership  train¬ 
ing  and  South  African  advocacy. 

—  Inter-community  conflict  is  reach¬ 
ing  “epidemic  proportions"  in  Southern 
Asia,  with  violence  among  Sikh  and 
Hindu  groups  in  India  stemming  from 
the  assassination  of  Prime  Minister 
Indira  Gandhi 

—  First  tentative  contacts  between 
North  and  South  Korea  began  with  the 
shipment  of  relief  goods  from  the  north  to 
the  south  and  with  economic  discussions 
started  in  November 

—  Nearly  half  the  mission  personnel  in 
Latin  America  serve  in  some  form  of 
education  program  and  half  serve  in  Dis¬ 
ciples'  church-related  programs  there. 

—  Revival  of  Islam  presents  the 
"greatest  challenge”  to  the  church  in  the 
Middle  East  where  the  tiny  minority  of 
Christians  are  “developing  a  strategy  of 
survival"  but  perform  a  vital  witness. 

—  Asian  churches  support  60  mission¬ 
aries  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  an  indi¬ 
cation  that  “western  churches  do  not 
have  the  monopoly  on  missionary  pro¬ 
grams  ” 


acts  of  Jesus  the  Christ. 

The  Chrismon,  in  addition  to  its 
beauty,  is  a  wonderful  teaching  tool 
There  is  nothing  complicated  or  myster¬ 
ious  about  understanding  the  meanings 
of  Chrismons.  A  few  geometric  figures 
are  the  basis  for  most  Chrismons.  The 
never-ending  circle  symbolizes  eternity, 
the  eternal  God  and  the  never-end¬ 
ingness  of  his  power  and  love. 

Chrismons  are  a  year  long  gift  to  the 
world  from  Mrs.  Spencer  and  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  her  congregation.  Chrismons  are 
patented,  but  the  only  restriction  placed 
upon  them  by  the  Lutheran  Church  of  the 
Ascension  is  they  may  not  be  made  for 
re-sale.  Everyone  is  encouraged  to  make 
and  display  their  own. 

Chrismon  pattern  books,  with  de¬ 
tailed  drawings  and  instructions,  are 
available  from  The  Lutheran  Church  Of 
The  Ascension,  314  West  Main  Street, 
Danville,  Virginia  24541.  Four  books  are 
available:  The  Basic  Series,  The 
Advanced  Series,  The  Christian  Year, 
and  Chrismons  For  Everyday  Use.  Each 
book  costs  $2.  A  pamphlet  explaining  the 
Chrismons  is  also  availalbe  at  50  cents 
each. 

Ms.  Matson  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Las  Cruces,  N.M. 

Dear  Deborah 

Musicians 
have  woes, 
cause  havoc 

Dear  Deborah: 

I  have  been  a  soloist  for  ten  years  and  I 
sing  at  another  church  than  my  own 
because  our  church  policy  is  not  to  pay 
choir  soloists.  I  need  the  experience  and  I 
need  the  money. 

There  are  two  problems:  I  am  not  at 
church  with  my  family  except  on  special 
occasions  when  I  do  not  have  a  job  sing¬ 
ing  elsewhere  and  I  am  criticized  for  not 
helping  out  our  own  choir.  What  do  others 
do  in  similar  situations? 

My  husband’s  health  has  been  uncer¬ 
tain  for  several  years,  and  I  feel  I  must 
keep  up  my  professional  work  in  the 
event  that  he  cannot  work.  When  I  am 
criticized  I  feel  terrible  and  that  some¬ 
how  I  am  not  being  Christian.  What  do 
you  think? 

Marian 

Dear  Marian: 

You  have  asked  for  the  opinions  of 
others  in  similar  situations  —  read¬ 
ers,  what  do  you  have  to  say  ? 

Until  you  get  some  advice  from 
others  I  would  say  you  are  doing 
what  you  feel  you  must  do,  so  why 
not  try  to  ignore  any  criticism  that 
comes  your  way ?  Try  thinking  of  it 
as  a  compliment  to  your  talent. 

Dear  Deborah: 

When  our  church  needed  a  new  choir 
director  we  had  a  long  search  to  get  the 
best  possible  talent  as  we  are  proud  of 
our  choir.  We  finally  hired  an  extremely 
well  qualified  man  who  has  had  wonder¬ 
ful  choirs  and  choruses  in  the  next  town 
from  ours.  We  were  thrilled. 

Sure  enough  we  do  have  fine  music  now 
but  not  without  problems.  He  is  not  a 
committed  Christian  in  any  sense  of  that 
phrase  and  is  quite  ready  to  say  so.  He 
feels  that  he  can  berate  persons  in  the 
choir  with  sharp  remarks  and  has  even 
asked  some  to  quit  because  he  felt  their 
voices  were  not  good  enough. 

Those  of  us  who  sing  in  the  choir  are  in¬ 
timidated  by  him  so  we  say  nothing. 

This  doesn’t  seem  the  way  a  church 
choir  should  be.  I  think  we  should  be  in¬ 
spired  to  glorify  God  with  our  singing, 
not  threatened  with  humiliation  when  we 
fall  short  of  perfection. 

What  is  more  important?  1  wonder  if  I 
am  out  of  line  in  my  thinking.  All  I  ever 
hear  from  the  members  of  the  church  is 
how  wonderful  the  music  is.  By  the  way, 
this  director  also  intimidates  the  minis¬ 
ter  ( this  is  obvious,  since  he  criticizes  his 
choice  of  hymns,  etc.  in  front  of  the 
choir). 

I  am  not  a  troublemaker  and  have  nev¬ 
er  ever  brought  forth  any  criticism  of 
church  leaders  before.  This  is  why  I  am 
writing  to  you,  hoping  that  certain  people 
will  read  this. 

Henry  H. 

Dear  Henry  H. : 

The  likelihood  of  getting  this  over¬ 
bearing  musical  snob  to  change  his 
ways  is  nil.  If  he  does  not  see  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  a  church  volunteer 
choir  and  other  types  of  choruses,  he 
is  highly  insensitive.  Get  rid  of  him. 

This  does  not  mean  that  you 
should  settle  for  mediocrity.  Don't 
ever  do  it.  Work  hard  and  you  will 
likely  find  someone  who  is  qualified 
and  sensitive  to  the  special  task  that 
church  choir  directing  is. 

When  a  new  director  is  hired, 
he/she  should  be  made  to  under¬ 
stand  that  the  minister  is  “in 
charge ”  of  the  worshipping  congre¬ 
gation  and  the  service  content.  Col¬ 
laboration  is  essential  and  any  criti¬ 
cism  should  be  in  private. 

This  is  one  battle  worth  fighting 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal  prob¬ 
lems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and  life. 
Make  the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the 
column  will  be  selected  from  the  letters. 
Write  “Dear  Deborah,”  P.  O.  Box  660275. 
Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Boolt  Revie  w 

‘Evangelical’  feminism  led 
to  various  social  changes 


LAS  CRUCES,  N.M.  —  This  Chrismon  tree  decorates  the  sanctuary  of  St. 
Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church  here.  photo  by  vki.va  miij.kk 


Disciples  urge  emphasis 
on  world’s  lesser  countries 


Carolinians  aid  Pennsylvanians 

‘Rustbelt’  jobless  find 
work  through  church 


By  BOHDAN  IIODIAK 
Special  to  Religious  News  Service 

PITTSBURGH  —  Cooperation  be¬ 
tween  members  of  a  Lutheran  church  in 
Pennsylvania's  "rustbelt"  and  members 
of  an  Episcopal  Church  in  North  Carolina 
has  produced  a  successful  and  innovative 
job  program. 

It  failed  twice  before  the  rector  of  St. 
Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  in  Cary,  N.C., 
had  the  inspiration  which  turned  it 
around:  “Let’s  have  people  come  down 
rather  than  resumes.  " 

Church  members  opened  their  homes 
to  the  unemployed,  putting  them  up  for 
six  days  at  a  time.  They  gave  them 
breakfast  and  lunch,  advice,  information 
and,  most  important,  encouragement 
Then  they  sent  them  out  to  look  for  work 

The  result :  seven  of  the  12  persons  who 
participated  since  October  have  found 
jobs.  Another  eight  who  came  to  the 
Johnstown  Church  found  work  in  other 
states. 

St.  Paul’s  church  is  in  a  suburb  of 
Raleigh,  which  has  an  unemployment 
rate  of  3.5  percent,  one  of  the  lowest  in 
the  country. 

Mt.  Calvary  Lutheran  Church  is  in 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  where  the  unemploy¬ 
ment  rate  is  11.3  percent,  one  of  the  high¬ 
est. 

Man  unemployed  22  months 

When  Trudy  and  Bob  Goerk  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh  heard  about  the  program  they 
couldn’t  believe  it.  "It  sounded  too  good 
to  be  true.  It  was  like  an  answer  to  pray¬ 
ers,"  said  Mrs.  Goerk.  Her  husband 
found  a  job  near  Raleigh  in  early  Novem¬ 
ber  after  22  months  of  unemployment. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Hocking  is  rector  of 
St.  Paul’s.  His  first  thought  in  early  1983 
was  to  help  residents  of  North  Carolina 
living  far  from  Raleigh  in  pockets  of  un¬ 
employment 

But  he  found  the  North  Carolina  na¬ 
tives  did  not  want  to  leave  their  towns. 

Former  senator 
says  President 


From  Religious  News  Service 
MORGANTON,  N.C.  -  Former  U.S. 
Senator  Sam  J.  Ervin  (D-N.C.)  wrote  an 
open  letter  to  President  Reagan  charging 
that  the  president's  actions  “show  you  do 
not  understand  the  religious  clauses  of 
the  First  Amendment." 

Sen.  Ervin,  who  is  recognized  as  an  au¬ 
thority  on  the  Constitution,  wrote  in  the 
letter  dated  Nov.  12,  “Despite  my  ad¬ 
miration  for  you,  I  am  concerned  by  my 
duty  to  our  country  to  assert  that  what 
you  say,  do  and  advocate  in  respect  to 
religion  shows  that  you  do  not  under¬ 
stand  the  religious  clauses  of  the  First 
Amendment  and  how  obedience  to  them 
is  essential  to  the  preservation  of  the 
religious  freedom  they  are  designed  to 
secure  to  all  Americans  of  all  faiths.” 

He  said  President  Reagan’s  proposals 
to  give  federal  tax  credits  to  parents  who 
send  their  children  to  private  religious 
schools  where  religious  creeds  are 
taught  “violates  the  First  Amendment, 
which  forbids  government  to  use  the  taxes 
of  Caesar  to  finance  the  things  of  God .  .  .” 

Declaring  President  Reagan's  support 
of  a  constitutional  amendment  per¬ 
mitting  sanctioned  group  prayer  in  the 
public  schools  would  make  lawful  a  prac¬ 
tice  declared  unconstitutional  by  the  U.S 
Supreme  Court  two  decades  ago,  he  said 
“The  adoption  of  such  an  amendment 
would  drastically  alter  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment.  which  commands  the  government 
to  be  strictly  neutral  in  respect  to  reli¬ 
gion.  and  leaves  the  task  of  teaching  reli¬ 
gion  to  the  homes  and  the  churches  of  our 
land.” 

Sen.  Ervin  said  President  Reagan's  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  U.S.  ambassador  to  the 
Vatican  is  unconstitutional  since  the  gov¬ 
ernment.  by  doing  so,  is  establishing  an 
"official  relationship"  with  a  religion, 
which  is  forbidden  by  the  Constitution 
"The  founding  lathers  rightfully  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  great  diversity  of  reli¬ 
gious  faiths  in  America  makes  govern¬ 
mental  neutrality  in  religion  essential.” 


“They  said  they’d  rather  stay  and  be 
hungry  than  move,"  Mr.  Hocking  said. 

The  church,  which  has  some  350  mem¬ 
bers,  then  sent  a  delegation  to  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Diocese  of  Pittsburgh,  into  a  region 
where  tens  of  thousands  of  steelworkers 
and  others  had  lost  their  jobs. 

Howard  G  Jones,  an  Episcopal  lay¬ 
man  from  a  suburb  of  Pittsburgh,  agreed 
to  be  a  coordinator  He  publicized  the 
project,  interviewed  applicants,  and  then 
sent  their  resumes  to  St.  Paul’s 

Members  of  St.  Paul’s,  meanwhile,  had 
lined  up  some  20  companies  around  Ra¬ 
leigh  and  Durham,  N.C  ,  who  agreed  to 
look  over  the  resumes.  They  also  got  six 
employment  agencies  to  take  the  re¬ 
sumes  The  agencies  agreed  to  charge 
only  the  employer  if  an  applicant  was 
hired. 

Mt.  Calvary  subscribes  to  newspapers 
from  Raleigh  and  Charlotte,  N.C.,  which 
carry  from  12  to  20  pages  of  want  ads.  It 
holds  orientation  meetings  for  the  unem¬ 
ployed.  As  long  as  they  have  lost  their 
jobs  through  no  fault  of  their  own,  they 
are  eligible  No  one  is  asked  his  or  her  re¬ 
ligion. 

Mt.  Calvary  started  sending  carloads 
of  people  to  Raleigh  last  October  They 
would  arrive  Saturday  evening,  have  an 
orientation  meeting  Sunday,  and  then 
spend  Monday  through  Friday  looking 
for  work. 

Bob  Goerk  went  down  twice.  An  em¬ 
ployee  of  Westinghouse  Electric  Corp.  in 
East  Pittsburgh,  Mr.  Goerk  had  lost  his 
job  when  his  division  was  moved  to  South 
Carolina. 

Last  summer,  he  began  to  attend  a  sup¬ 
port  group  organized  by  the  Pittsburgh 
Experiment,  an  ecumenical  ministry  to 
working  people  and  the  unemployed.  The 
group,  described  as  an  “Alcoholics 
Anonymous”  for  the  unemployed,  met  on 
Tuesdays  in  the  Pittsburgh  YMCA.  At 
one  meeting  Mr.  Goerk  heard  about  St 
Paul’s. 

He  went  down  in  October,  spending  six 
days  in  the  home  of  Charles  Singler.  of 
Cary,  N.C.,  a  retired  vice-president  of  a 
pharmaceutical  company  Mr  Goerk 
didn’t  find  a  job. 

Early  in  November,  Mrs.  Goerk  sug¬ 
gested  she  go  down  to  try  to  find  a  job. 
Her  husband  decided  to  accompany  her 
and  try  again. 

The  Goerks  have  twin  boys  21  months 
old,  and  a  five-year-old  daughter  and 
Mrs.  Goerk  said,  “I  couldn’t  take  it  any¬ 
more.”  Mr.  Goerk’s  unemployment 
benefits  had  run  out  a  year  ago. 

One  day  equals  one  job 

They  got  friends  to  care  for  their  child- 
ten,  c«nu  uie  binglers  took  me  couple  into 
their  home.  This  time,  Mr.  Goeric  got  a 
job  on  the  first  day  of  his  search. 

I  don’t  think  my  husband  would  have 
gone  to  Raleigh  by  himself  if  we  didn’t 
have  all  this  help,"  Mrs.  Goerk  said. 

“We  insist  that  people  stay  with  a  pa¬ 
rishioner,”  Mr  Singler  said.  “When 
you’ve  been  out  of  work  a  long  time,  you 
need  encouragement.  You  need  someone 
to  be  there  at  the  end  of  the  day  .” 

The  hosts  have  benefited  too,  Mr 
Singler  said.  "It’s  been  wonderful. 
There’s  a  psychic  payoff.  We  feel  we’ve 
made  a  contribution.” 

The  people  at  St.  Paul  call  their  pro¬ 
gram  “New  Vineyards,”  taken  from  the 
passage  in  Matthew  20:6.  They  hope  the 
grapevine  can  spread  and  reach  other 
unemployed. 


Poem  of  the  week 


You  can  only  love  God 

BY  REV  ROBERT  PAUL  REYES 

You  can’t  ignore  God, 
with  calculated  coolness. 

You  can’t  dismiss  God, 
with  sophisticated  sophistry 
You  can’t  replace  God, 
with  scientific  suppositions. 

You  can’t  destroy  God, 
with  misplaced  malice. 

You  can  only  love  God, 
with  heartfelt  humility. 


People  lined  up  for  unemployment  insurance  benefits  are  only  one  sign  of 
hard  times.  But  in  Pennsylvania  and  North  Carolina,  churches  have  worked 
out  a  cooperative  venture  which  is  helping  some  persons  find  work  and  relo¬ 
cation  (see  accompanying  story).  HKMuiovssKwssisKviei-:  photo 
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A  Speaker’s  Bureau  is  avail¬ 
able  for  local  churches.  Contact 
for  dates  and  programs  may  be 
made  through  any  of  the  partici¬ 
pating  ministries. 


Good 

Samaritan 

Ministries 


Retired  Ministers’  Homes 

Through  the  leadership  of  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board  of  Directors, 
the  Louisiana  Conference  owns  and  operates  32  homes  (one  of  which  is  a 
duplex)  and  a  six  unit  apartment  complex,  providing  homes  for  61  persons. 
Properties  are  owned  in  Moss  Bluff  and  Ruston  for  future  homes. 

The  "Pardue  Home"  in  Vivian  was  built  this  past  year,  made  possible  by  the 
FUMC  of  Vivian,  working  with  the  RMH.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Carter  occupy  this 
home.  The  next  home  will  be  built  in  Ruston  for  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Doug  McGuire. 


Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home 

Methodist  Children’s  Home  (MCH)  is  a  multi-service  agency  serving  children 
and  families  without  regard  to  race,  religion  or  economic  status.  A  major  part 
of  the  agency’s  program  is  the  providing  of  residential  care  for  as  many  as  58 
children  and  youth  who  are  unable  to  live  with  their  own  families  due  to  a 
variety  of  reasons. 

In  the  top  photo  above  contestants  enter  the  pool  to  begin  the  triathalon  event 
as  part  of  MCH's  July  4  celebration.  Educational  needs  of  children  are  met 
through  a  combination  of  programs  offered  by  public  schools  and  the  agency's 
classroom  (bottom  photo). 

The  Executive  Director:  Mr.  Terrill  De'Ville 
The  Address:  Methodist  Children's  Home 
900  S.  Vienna,  P.O.  Box  929 
Ruston,  La.  71270 
The  Phone:  (318)255-5020 


The  Chairman  of  The  RMH  Board  Rev.  James  Adams 
The  Address:  1618 Dudley  Lane,  Bossier  City,  La.  71112 
The  Phone:  (318)  747-2172  or  (318  )  868-0178 


The  Special  Touch 


Remember  The  Offering 

Sunday-December  23rd 


The  Lafon  Home 


The  Lafon  Home,  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  is  a  state  certified  and 
licensed  residential  care  facility  for  private  and  medicaid  patients.  It  offers 
personalized  nursing  care  under  the  supervision  of  qualified  registered  and 
licensed  practical  nurses. 

Balanced  meals,  individualized  activities,  a  beauty  shop,  meditation  chapel 
and  religious  services  are  some  of  the  services  offered  by  Lafon. 

The  Administrator:  Mr.  Edward  Lang 
The  Address :  Lafon  Nursing  Home 
4021  Cadillac  Street 
New  Orleans.  La.  70122 
The  Phone:  (504)288-2314 


Santa  makes  a  call  on  wide-eyed  youngsters  at  The  People's  Community 
Center,  Central  City  Metropolitan  New  Orleans.  These  and  other  children  may 
receive  the  services  of  the  Center  through  five  years  of  age  with  18  months 
duration. 

The  Center  was  organized  in  1922,  with  one  of  its  main  goals  being  to  offer 
basic  education  to  those  interested  in  continuing  their  learning  as  adults.  The 
care  of  children  of  working  mothers  became  a  strong  part  of  the  program, 
which  for  more  than  a  half  century  has  provided  educational  development  and 
social  services.  The  Center  also  maintains  a  medical  staff  on  call,  along  with  a 
trained  social  worker. 

The  Superintendent:  Rev.  Percell  Church.  Jr. 

The  Address :  People's  Community  Center 
2009  Simon  Bolivar  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  La.  70113 

The  Phone:  (504  )  524-1041 


The  People’s  Community  Center 


The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 

Music  therapy  enlivens  afternoon  activities  at  The  Methodist  Home  of  New 
Orleans.  One  of  the  many  volunteers  <  inset )  reads  to  an  interested  child  at  the 
Home. 

Organized  in  1973.  the  Home  has  served  over  2000  children  and  spends  over  a 
million  dollars  a  year  to  feed,  clothe  and  care  for  the  children. 

The  Home  is  a  ministry  of  the  United  Methodist  Churches  in  Louisiana,  in 
which  they  share  the  love  of  Christ  with  children  who  have  been  abandoned, 
abused,  neglected  and  are  needy. 

The  Superintendent:  Rev.  Conrad  Edwards 

The  Address:  The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 

The  Phone :  (504  )  895-7709 


Pendleton  Methodist  Hospital 

Two  thousand  babies  are  born  each  year  at  Pendleton  Methodist  Hospital  in 
New  Orleans.  Bui.  because  Methodist  is  a  full  service  hospital  with  more  than 
thirty  specialties,  there  is  also  a  lifetime  of  health  care  for  every  member  of  the 
family. 

The  Administrator:  Mr.  I.ee  Lawrence 
The  Address:  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 
5620  Read  Road 
New  Orleans,  LA  70175 
The  Phone:  ( 504 1  241-2400 
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The  Bishop’s  Corner 


Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood,  left,  is  shown  with  Dr.  Doug  McGuire,  Dean  of 
the  Cabinet,  in  the  chapel  at  the  area  offices. 


‘14  Weeks  A  Bishop’ 


For  the  last  few  weeks  life  has  been 
full  of  surprises,  most  of  them  joyful 
and  glad.  Best  of  all  has  been  the 
large  and  generous  welcome  by  both 
clergy  and  laity.  Your  warm 
hospitality  has  greatly  eased  our 
transition  from  the  only  job  we  have 
known  for  the  last  thirty  years  ( pastor 
of  a  local  congregation  and  District 
Superintendent.)  Being  Pastor  to  400 
Pastors  and  600  Congregations  is  an 
awesome  responsibility,  but  your 
gracious  and  generous  reception  of 
both  Billye  and  me  has  relieved  our 
fears  and  diminished  our  anxiety. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  my 
distinguished  predecessors,  Bishops 
Walton,  Crutchfield,  Shamblin  and 
Galloway.  What  a  wonderful  heritage 
they  did  bequeath  to  me  and  to  all  of 
us.  No  one  ever  prepared  for  their 
successor  with  such  care  and  caring 
as  Bishop  Galloway  did  for  me.  His 
continuing  support  has  been 
invaluable.  The  tragic,  untimely,  and 
unexpected  death  of  Bishop  Shamblin 
created  a  break  in  continuity  and 
could  have  had  serious  consequences 
except  for  the  magnificent  and 
magnanimous  service  of  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Galloway. 

Already  much  has  happened  since 


August  15.  I  appreciate  the  many 
responses  from  both  clergy  and  laity 
in  regard  to  the  audio  message  sent  to 
all  the  churches  in  September.  The 
service  of  Investiture  on  October  28, 
was  a  celebration  that  made  United 
Methodists  of  Louisiana  visible  to  the 
whole  world  and  reminded  us  of  our 
heritage,  our  resources,  and  our  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  kingdom  of  God.  It 
also  spoke  a  loud  word  about  our 
pluralism,  our  inclusiveness  and  our 
involvement  in  ecumenism. 

I  have  been  in  many  places  and 
churches  in  every  part  of  the 
Conference,  rural  and  urban,  small 
churches  and  large,  but  I  have  only 
begun.  I  do  so  wish  I  could  be  in  every 
church. 

In  January  the  Convocation  of 
Boards  and  the  Special  Clergy  Session 
on  the  guidelines  for  Appointment 
Making  will  afford  me  the  opportunity 
to  get  acquainted  with  many  more  of 
you. 

In  the  meantime,  Billye  and  I  pray 
that  you  may  celebrate  Advent  with 
joy  and  thanksgiving  and  please  be 
assured  of  our  grateful  thanks  for 
each  one  of  you. 


I 


X-Ray  Donated  To  Mexican  Clinic 


Dr.  Gary  Daniel,  a  member  of  First 
.’United  Methodist  Church,  Minden, 
•donated  an  x-ray  machine  for  use  in  a 
jclinic  in  Monterrey,  Mexico.  The 
j  machine  was  delivered  recently  by 
’members  of  Wesley  UMC,  Sulphur,  Mr. 
•;and  Mrs.  Hubert  Blanchard,  who  were 
’met  at  the  Texas-Mexican  border  by  Dr. 
’Hector  H.  Coronado. 

'  Dr.  Coronado,  a  radiologist,  is  a  busy 
‘Methodist  physician  with  three  different 
^practices,  one  of  which  is  with  the 
‘disadvantaged.  His  father  was  a 
^Methodist  minister  and  his  son  is 
■entering  seminary  next  year. 

'  This  particular  piece  of  equipment  will 
i  be  used  by  Dr.  Coronado  in  his  work  with 
!  the  disadvantaged. 


Dr.  Hector  H.  Coronado 


International  Lesson  Series 

A  Witness  To  Good  News 


By  DR.  DONALD  G.  EMLER 

[Luke  4: 16-21,  23:44-49, 

Acts  10:34-43 

Following  his  baptism  and  time  in  the 
wilderness,  Jesus  began  his  ministry  by 
leaching  in  the  synagogues  of  Galilee.  He 
Returned  to  his  home  town  Nazareth,  and 
was  invited  to  lead  the  sabbath  service.  A 
typical  sabbath  service  would  include 
repeating  the  Shema  (Deut.  6:4-9)  and 
hearing  an  assigned  reading  from  the 
Law  and  a  selected  passage  from  the 
Prophets.  The  meaning  of  the  passages 
i*ead  and  ways  to  apply  their  message 
Would  then  be  taught  by  the  leader.  The 
service  would  conclude  with  a  blessing. 
The  leader  would  either  be  a  member  of 
the  synagogue  or  a  visitor  known  for  his 
teaching  ability.  While  the  scriptures 
were  read  standing,  the  rabbi/teacher 
sat  while  teaching. 

We  do  not  know  the  assigned  passage 
from  the  Law  that  Jesus  read,  but  his 
Prophet  section  was  Isaiah  61:l-2a.  In 
bur  story,  Jesus  united  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments.  The  God  revealed  in  the 
Hebrew  scriptures  is  the  God  present  in 
Jesus  Christ.  It  is  significant  that  Jesus 
did  not  complete  the  passage  found  in 
Isaiah,  omitting  the  last  phrase  of  61:2. 
In  Mark  1:15,  Jesus  proclaims  the 
kingdom  of  God  is  at  hand.  The  theme  is 
developed  in  Luke  to  describe  the 
kingdom.  The  kingdom  of  God  has 
arrived  and  Jesus’  own  person  and 


ministry  are  signs  of  its  presence.  In 
Matthew  11:3-5,  Jesus  responds  to  John’s 
disciples  who  ask  if  Jesus  is  the  messiah 
by  describing  his  ministry  as  the  ful¬ 
fillment  of  our  text.  Jesus  is  the 
instrument  of  salvation  by  which  God  is 
active  in  history. 

Furthermore,  Jesus  teaches  that  entry 
into  the  kingdom  requires  that  his 
followers  must  turn  to  God  by  following 
his  example  in  the  world.  The  kingdom  is 
a  sign  of  God’s  love  for  us,  but  we  enter  it 
by  the  love  of  our  neighbor  human 
beings.  Christians  are  not  just  members 
of  God’s  kingdom,  but  people  who  serve 
in  Christ’s  ministry  in  the  world,  caring 
for  the  physical  as  well  as  for  the 
spiritual  needs  of  persons. 

For  Christians,  the  highest  revelation 
of  God  is  not  the  Bible.  The  ultimate 
revelation  is  Christ.  Some  may  ask,  what 
is  the  relationship  between  Jesus  and 
God?  How  can  we  say  that  both  Jesus 
and  God  save?  In  the  preaching  of  Peter 
to  Cornelius,  Jesus  was  described  as  the 
actor  presenting  God’s  power.  The 
people  who  received  forgiveness  could 
say  either  Jesus  forgave  them  or  God 
forgave  them  without  feeling 
blasphemous.  The  fact  is  that  God  not 
only  revealed  himself  in  Jesus,  but  also 
imparted  himself  to  us  in  Christ.  So 
loyalty  is  not  just  to  God  or  just  to  Christ. 
Our  authority  is  the  God  who  has  given 
himself  to  humanity  in  Christ,  the  God 
who  is  incarnate  in  Christ  the  Savior. 


Television  Premiere  Set  For 
Meadows  Museum  Documentary 


‘‘Indochina  Revisited:  A  Portrait  by 
Jean  Despujols,”  a  documentary  film 
produced  for  the  Meadows  Museum  of 
Art  at  Centenary  College  of  Louisiana  in 
Shreveport,  will  have  its  television 
premiere  on  Louisiana  Public 
Broadcasting  Friday,  December  14,  at 
9:30  p.m.  according  to  Fred  Frey, 
Executive  Director  of  the  Louisiana 
Educational  Television  Authority. 

The  16mm  film  has  won  top  honors  in 
two  national  and  international  film 
festivals.  It  was  awarded  the  Gold  Medal 
in  its  category  at  the  International  Film 
&  TV  Festival  of  New  York  and  the  CINE 
Golden  Eagle  from  the  Council  on  Inter¬ 
national  Nontheatrical  Events  in 
Washington,  D.C.  CINE  selected  “Indo¬ 
china  Revisited”  as  worthy  of 
representing  the  United  States  and 
American  cinematography  in  inter¬ 
national  festivals  abroad. 

The  film  depicts  the  collection  of 
paintings  and  drawings  of  Indochina  by 
Jean  Despujols  permanently  exhibited  at 
the  Meadows  Museum.  In  1936  the 
French  artist  Jean  Despujols  was 
commissioned  by  the  Societe  des  Artistes 
Coloniaux  in  Indochina  to  record  the 
lives  and  environment  of  the  people  in 
French  Indochina.  From  1936  to  1938, 
Despujols  created  on  canvas  and  on 
paper  a  permanent  record  of  a  land 
whose  extraordinary  beauty  and 
diversity  are  now  rendered  timeless 
through  his  work.  Many  consider  this 
collection,  encompassing  over  350 
paintings,  drawings,  and  sketches,  the 
definitive  body  of  work  on  Indochina, 
capturing  a  moment  in  time  that  no 
longer  exists,  documenting  an  exotic, 
diverse  land  and  its  people,  as  yet 
untouched  bv  the  shadow  of  war 


“Indochina  Revisited”  is  a  moving 
lyrical  look  at  the  countries  of  Vietnam, 
Cambodia,  and  Laos  in  the  late  1930s  as 
seen  through  the  artist’s  work.  The  film 
utilizes  a  variety  of  elements  such  as  the 
authentic  dances  by  a  Royal  Thai  dancer 
to  recreate  French  Indochina  as  seen  by 
Despujols.  Also  included  in  the  film  are 
excerpts  from  the  artist’s  personal 
journals,  various  artifacts  and 
photographs  of  the  artist  during  his 
travels,  as  well  as  an  evocative  music 
score  that  blends  Despujol’s  original 
music  compositions  with  those  of  others. 
In  a  review  of  the  film,  Dr.  Michael 
Sartisky,  Executive  Director  of  the 
Louisiana  Committee  for  the 
Humanities,  states:  “Vietnam  endures 
as  a  painful  symbol  in  the  history  of  the 
United  States  .  .  .  Your  film  presents  an 
important  and  soothing  vision  of 
Vietnam  which  humanizes  it  for  millions 
of  viewers  who  have  never  been 
presented  with  a  compassionate  view  of 
the  people  and  cultures  of  the  region.” 

“Indochina  Revisited”  was  produced 
by  Judy  Williams  of  Carter-Williams, 
Inc.  in  Shreveport  and  funded  with 
grants  from  the  Louisiana  Committee  for 
the  Humanities,  Shreveport  Art  Guild, 
Community  Foundation  of  Shreveport- 
Bossier,  Shreveport  Regional  Arts 
Council,  and  private  donations. 

A  French  language  version  of  the  film 
will  be  released  in  March  of  1985. 
Bernard  Geenan,  foreign  consultant  for 
the  Council  of  Development  of  French  in 
Louisiana  for  Northwest  Louisiana,  and 
Dr.  Vickie  Gottlob,  chairman  of 
Centenary  College’s  foreign  language 
department,  translated  the  script  for  the 
French  production. 


Rogers  Is  Christmas-Epiphany 
Presenter  For  Lectionary  Series 

Dr.  John  Rogers,  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Shreveport,  will  be  the  Presenter  for  the  Christmas-Epiphany  series 
of  the  Lectionary  on  satellite. 

The  time  is  Tuesday,  December  18,  from  9:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m.  on 
Westar  IV,  Channel  11.  This  will  include  studies  on  the  lections  for  : 
December  30  —  Sunday  After  Christmas  —  Luke  2:22-40 
January  6  —  Epiphany  Sunday  —  Matthew  2:1-12 
January  13  —  First  Sunday  after  Epiphany  —  Mark  1:4-11 
January  20  —  Second  Sunday  after  Epiphany  —  John  1:35-42 


‘Growing  With  Grief,’ 

By  Clinebell 

Now  in  Resource  Center 

A  new  VHS  video  series,  “Growing 
With  Grief,”  by  Dr.  Howard  Clinebell  is 
now  available  through  the  Conference 
Resource  Center.  The  six  30  minute 
programs  are:  1  —  The  Five  Tasks  of 
Grief  Work;  2  —  Healing  Guilt;  3  —  Fear 
and  Anger;  4  —  Growth  from  Divorce;  5 
—  Infections  of  the  Grief  Wound,  and  6  — 
Saying  “Goodbye”  to  our  losses. 

Dr.  Clinebell,  an  internationally  known 
pastoral  and  growth  counselor  currently 
serves  as  Professor  of  Pastoral 
Psychology  and  Counseling  at  The 
Claremont  School  of  Theology,  and 
directs  both  the  Pomona  Valley  Pastoral 
Counseling  and  Growth  Center  and  the 
Institute  of  Religion  and  Wholeness. 

Each  program  in  the  series  focuses  on 
a  different  topic  related  to  grief  work  and 
shows  moments  of  the  group’s  pain¬ 
staking  process  of  experiencing  and 
expressing  their  various  losses.  Their 
efforts  culminate  in  the  final  episode, 
when  they  symbolically  lay  aside  their 
pain  and  begin  to  experience  healing. 


Retired  Ministers’ 
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Deaths 

Rev.  Henry  L.  Stewart.  75,  a  retired 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
died  November  20.  He  served  at  Philip 
Memorial,  Kenner-Ross  Circuit  and 
retired  from  Brooks,  (N.O.)  in  1976.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Florence  Perkins 
Stewart  and  four  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Rev.  Clinton  A.  Jordan,  64,  on 
disability  leave,  died  November  29.  He 
had  served  Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon  until 
recently.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Yvonne,  three  daughters  and  two  sons. 

Thelma  C.  Small,  72,  wife  of  retired 
pastor,  Caesar  D.  Small,  died  November 
29,  in  New  Orleans.  They  had  served  St. 
Philip  in  New  Orleans.  Also  surviving 
Mrs.  Small  are  two  daughters. 

Enola  Glenn  Harper  Watson,  Hinds, 
wife  of  the  late  Rev.  Burnette  D.  Watson, 
died  December  4.  Prior  to  his  death  in 
1962,  Rev.  Watson  retired  in  June  of  1956 
from  Shiloh  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport. 


A  Reminder  From 
The  Rules  Committee 

Members  of  the  Annual 
Conference  are  reminded  that  Rule 
No.  22,  page  218  of  the  1984  Journal, 
requires  that  “any  recommendation 
for  rule  changes  shall  be  presented 
to  the  chairman  of  the  Rules 
Committee  within  10  days  after  the 
Convocation  of  Boards.”  No  rule 
change  requests  will  be  considered 
by  the  committee  if  the  proposal  is 
submitted  later  than  February  4th. 

— Byrl  Moreland,  Chairperson 
Conference  Rules  Committee 
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Dr.  Walker  New  Lafon  Chaplain 


Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker,  whose 
retirement  became  effective  November  1, 
has  been  appointed  pastor  of  Brooks 
United  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
according  to  Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  New 
Orleans-Slidell  District  Superintendent. 

In  addition,  Dr.  Walker  has  been 
appointed  to  the  position  of  official 
chaplain  of  the  Lafon  Home.  He  has 
served  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Home  during  its  new 
construction  and  opening.  He 
relinquished  his  Board  position  upon 
being  named  Chaplain,  due  to  what  he 
saw  as  a  conflict  of  interests. 

At  the  time  of  retirement  Dr.  Walker 
was  in  his  fifth  year  as  Director  of 
Special  Ministries  for  the  Conference,  in 
whicn  he  worked  with  EMLC  projects 
and  ministries  as  well  as  small  churches. 


Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker 


SCJ  Volunteers  In  Mission  Set  Event 


The  Volunteers  in  Mission  Committee 
of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  is 
making  plans  for  a  “Springboard”  event 
that  will  provide  inspiration  and  “know 
how”  for  persons  who  want  to  be 
involved  in  volunteer  work.  Many  lay 
people  and  ministers  are  finding 
meaningful  experiences  by  giving  a  week 
or  more  to  working  for  and  with  others. 

The  committee  has  set  the  date  of  April 
19-20,  1985,  for  the  event  to  be  held  at  the 
Executive  Inn,  Dallas,  Texas.  This  will 
provide  an  arena  for  persons  who  have 
been  on  work  teams  to  share  their 
experience  with  others.  Persons 
anticipating  such  an  experience  will 
learn  how  to  become  involved  in  this 


meaningful  ministry  of  the  church. 

Noted  speakers  in  the  area  of  volunteer 
work  will  be  making  presentations,  and 
small  groups  will  be  planned  for  more 
detailed  information  about  volunteer 
work. 

A  registration  fee  of  $30.00  will  cover 
the  cost  of  two  meals  and  a  Volunteers  in 
Mission  notebook.  Annual  Conference 
missionary  secretaries,  Chairpersons  of 
Annual  Conference  Boards  of  Global 
Ministries,  and  Annual  Conference 
volunteers  in  Mission  coordinators  will 
want  to  begin  work  now  to  enlist  a 
number  of  people  to  attend  this  event. 
Additional  information  will  be  forth¬ 
coming  from  the  Jurisdictional  Office. 


Persons,  Churches  and  Events 


Among  the  Bicentennial  celebrations 
this  fall  was  the  Bicentennial  Revival 
held  at  David  Hass  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Bunkie.  Former 
ministers  who  pastored  the  Bunkie- 
Evergreen-White’s  Chapel  Charge 
returned  to  speak  on  bicentennial 
themes.  They  were  Rev.  Clyde  Averett, 
Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Rev.  Angus  Carruth, 
Rev.  Donald  Hall  and  Rev.  Eskiel 
Tatum. 


The  Veterans  Administration  Medical 
Center  of  Shreveport  is  scheduling  choirs 
from  Northern  Louisiana  to  carol  each 
evening  from  December  17  through  the 
21st.  United  Methodist  choirs  interested 
should  contact  the  chaplain’s  office  at 
318/424-6029. 


The  XYZ  Club  (Xtra  years  of  Zest), 
composed  of  retired  citizens  of  all 
denominations,  and  sponsored  by  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton 
Rouge,  held  their  annual  bazaar.  The 
funds  raised  support  the  yearly  program, 
which  consists  of  crafts,  trips,  parties 
and  theatre  performances.  The  program 
provides  fellowship  for  both  men  and 
women  and  is  staffed  by  its  Director, 
Mrs.  Joyce  Perkins,  and  many 
volunteers. 


Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  of 
Alexandria,  has  prepared  a  Christmas 
Bicentennial  booklet  of  facts,  fun,  shared 
inspiration  and  Advent  and  Christmas 
meditations  entitled  Advent  and 
Fulfillment.  The  booklet  was  prepared 
by  Rev.  James  Jones,  Margie  Morrish 
and  Elouise  Waggaman. 

*  *  * 

Centenary  College,  Shreveport  held  an 
unusual  forum  on  November  28,  entitled 
“Hitlerism  and  the  Holocaust.”  It 
featured  Helen  H.  Waterford,  a  German- 
born  Jewish  survivor  of  Auschwitz,  and 
Alfons  Heck,  a  former  high  official  with 
the  Hitler  youth  and  now  a  popular 
political  writer. 

Draper  Appointed 
To  New  Orleans 
Campus  Ministry 

Rev.  Melissa  Draper  has  been 
appointed  by  the  cabinet  as  Campus 
Minister  to  UNO,  SUNO  and  Delgado, 
effective  January  1, 1985. 

Melissa  is  an  ordained  deacon  and 
probationary  member  of  the  Conference 
and  has  been  serving  for  the  past  year  at 
the  Mountain  T.O.P.  Mission  Project  of 
the  Tennessee  Conference. 


Lecompte  Celebrates  Homecoming 


First  UMC,  Lecompte,  celebrated  the  Bicentennial  of  American  Methodism,  and 
the  Centennial  of  the  congregation  with  a  Homecoming  on  November  11.  Participants 
pictured  left  to  right  are:  Rev.  John  Downs,  pastor;  Rev.  Robert  Galatas,  former 
pastor  and  preacher  for  the  morning;  Rev.  Ted  Smith,  former  pastor;  Rev.  Ira 
Flowers;  and  Miss  Thelma  Doughty,  church  historian  and  chairperson  for  the  event. 
Lunch  was  served  after  morning  worship  to  past  and  present  members  and  friends  in 
attendance. 
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•  Editorials 

Top  down’  unity  efforts  need  more 


“I  thought  COCU  was  dead.” 

That  response  by  a  church  member 
who  had  just  learned  of  the  Consultation 
on  Church  Union’s  recent  meeting  in 
Baltimore  may  be  typical  of  many  others 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  7  and  related  article 
elsewhere  on  this  page).  Following  the 
1972  defeat  of  its  proposed  “plan  of 
union”  for  nine  participating  denomina¬ 
tions,  many  observers  regarded  COCU 
as  little  more  than  a  dedicated  but  out- 
of-touch  and  dwindling  group  of  “ecu- 
maniacs.” 

Regrettably,  the  recent  COCU  plenary 
is  unlikely  to  dispel  that  perception,  de¬ 
spite  what  many  observers  regard  as  the 
"historic”  importance  of  the  Baltimore 
meeting. 

The  theological  document  adopted  in 
Baltimore  —  “In  Quest  of  a  Church  of 
Christ  Uniting”  —  crowns  a  15-year 
effort  to  reach  consensus  on  issues  which 
historically  have  divided  Christians.  Prom- 

A  good  method  for 
exposing  evil  to  light 

The  Christian  Urgent  Action  Network 
for  El  Salvador  may  be  instructive  for 
other  Christians  despite  the  group’s 
limited  purpose:  to  gain  the  release  of 
missing  church  workers  in  that  war-torn 
“country  (see  UMR,  Nov.  30). 

When  notified  of  missing  persons,  the 
Chicago-based  network  publicizes  their 
detainment  by  flooding  U.S.  and  Salva¬ 
doran  officials  with  messages  urging 
the  workers’  release.  The  network  has 
located  three  workers  since  its  formation 
last  August. 

The  ecumenical  group’s  method  of 
"shouting  from  the  roof-tops”  when  noti¬ 
fied  of  a  missing  church  worker  demon¬ 
strates  a  time-proven  biblical  principle: 
Evil  typically  does  not  flourish  in  the 
light.  It  is  far  less  likely  that  Salvadoran 
"death  squads”  or  guerillas  will  harm 
a  church  worker  if  they  know  their  repre¬ 
hensible  actions  are  being  held  up  to  pub¬ 
lic  view. 

Christians  should  be  similarly  vocal  in 
deploring  other  forms  of  evil  and  seeking 
to  overcome  them.  If  more  Christians 
would  actively  speak  out  against  prep¬ 
arations  for  war  and  in  favor  of  peace, 
for  example,  the  world  likely  would  be 
farther  from  the  former  and  nearer  the 
latter  —  in  El  Salvador  and  other 
troubled  areas. 


inent  among  those  issues  are  the 
mission  of  the  church,  the  proper  order¬ 
ing  of  ministry,  and  particularly  the 
relationship  between  lay  and  ordained 
persons.  If  all  goes  according  to  plan,  the 
denominations'  highest  decision-making 
bodies  will  study  and  approve  the 
“Quest”  document  during  the  next  four 
years  as  the  basis  for  continuing  unity 
efforts. 

Strangely  —  but  not  surprisingly  — 
COCU  has  no  plan  to  ensure  that  anyone 
other  than  a  few  selected  church  leaders 
and  congregations  will  study  and  re¬ 
spond  to  the  “Quest”  document  during 
that  four-year  period 
Promoting  church  unity  from  the  “top 
down,”  with  little  apparent  regard  for 
the  input  of  grassroots  Christians,  typi¬ 
fies  COCU’s  approach  during  its  22-year 
history.  Among  other  things,  that  ap¬ 
proach  ignores  the  lessons  in  “practical 
ecumenism”  countless  numbers  of  Chris¬ 
tians  have  learned  locally  through  co¬ 
operative  efforts  across  denominational 
lines.  As  a  result,  it  is  little  wonder  that 
COCU  is  perceived  by  many  to  be  aloof 
from,  or  simply  “out  of  touch  with,  the 
real  world.” 

If  the  Church  of  Christ  Uniting  is  ever 
to  be  perceived  as  more  than  an  interest¬ 
ing  but  irrelevant  sideshow  in  the 
church,  its  approach  needs  to  change  in 
at  least  this  one  basic  respect:  The  wis¬ 
dom  of  Christians  at  the  local  church  lev¬ 
el  needs  to  be  more  broadly  acknowl¬ 
edged  and  tapped  than  heretofore  has 
been  the  case.  Without  that  input, 
COCU’s  “theological  consensus”  can 
hardly  claim  to  represent  the  view  of  any 
but  a  few  church  leaders. 

In  turn,  church  members  deserve  the 
opportunity  to  profit  from  the  work  that 
COCU  has  done  over  the  years.  One  need 
not  agree  with  COCU’s  ultimate  goal  of 
structurally  uniting  its  participating 
churches  to  benefit  from  its  efforts  to 
promote  understanding,  cooperation  and 
unity  of  spirit  among  Christians. 

As  members  of  one  of  COCU’s  participat¬ 
ing  denominations,  we  should  promote  the 
widest  possible  circulation  and  study  of 
COCU’s  latest  theological  document,  “In 
Quest  of  a  Church  of  Christ  Uniting.” 
That  is  a  logical  and  needed  way  for 
COCU  leaders  and  local  church  members 
to  learn  from  one  another.  It  also  could 
go  a  long  way  toward  healing  some  of  the 
sinful  rifts  in  the  Body  of  Christ  —  includ¬ 
ing  the  division  that  often  exists  between 
church  leaders  and  members. 
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Here  I  Stand 
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Churches  should  not  avoid  singing 
yule  carols  during  Advent  season 
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By  DEAN  B.  MCINTYRE 
It  happens  every  year,  Pastors  and  li¬ 
turgical  purists  begin  girding  up  their 
loins  around  Thanksgiving  for  the  annual 
battle  with  their  congregations  over 
whether  to  keep  Advent  hymns  and 
Christmas  carols  in  their  appropriate 
season. 

The  argument  for  preserving  the  in¬ 
tegrity  of  each  season  are  well  known: 

•  Advent  is  designated  as  a  time  of 
preparation  for  Christmas  when  we  con¬ 
centrate  on  themes  of  hope,  repentance 
and  self-examination ; 

•  Christmas  is  the  joyous  celebration 
of  the  birth  of  the  long-awaited  savior, 
and  as  one  Florida  pastor  wrote  in  his 
newsletter  last  year,  “How  appropriate 
is  it  for  you  to  sing  ‘Happy  Birthday’  to  a 
friend  over  and  over  again  for  a  month 
before  his  birthday?” 

•  The  secular  world  of  the  shopping 
mall  does  not  concern  itself  with  matters 
of  self-examination,  hope,  preparation 
and  repentance.  It  pushes  the  Christmas 
season  up  as  early  as  the  market  will 
bear.  (Christmas  cards  appeared  on 
store  shelves  in  my  town  in  early 
September  this  year. ) 


The  argument  goes  that  for  the  church 
to  sing  Christmas  carols  in  Advent  is 
tantamount  to  the  secularization  and  com¬ 
mercialization  of  Christmas.  It  is  a  sur¬ 
render  to  the  wizards  of  salesmanship. 

The  arguments  in  favor  of  singing 
Christmas  carols  during  Advent  are 
equally  known: 

•  Christmas  carols  are  joyous  fa¬ 
vorites  that  resurrect  joyous  memories 
in  most  people,  and  they  would  rather 
sing  them  than  the  neglected  and  unfam¬ 
iliar  Advent  hymns.  Who  wouldn’t  rather 
sing  “O  little  town  of  Bethlehem”  than 
“The  people  that  in  darkness  sat”? 

•  Despite  what  the  church  declares  in 
its  calendar  or  in  its  pulpits,  Christmas 
for  most  people  begins  in  early  Decem¬ 
ber  and  concludes  before  Jan  1.  There 
will  be  decorations,  parties,  family  gath¬ 
erings,  shopping  and,  yes,  “Frosty  the 
snowman”  and  “Here  come  Santa 
Claus”  in  the  mail  and  on  the  radio  and 
television.  For  the  church  to  deny  this 
reality  by  insisting  on  Advent  hymns  for 
Advent  is  to  perplex,  alienate  and  infuri¬ 
ate  many  of  its  members. 

•  Our  hymnal  contains  20  Advent 


My  Witness 

Unexpected  move  before  Christmas 
plumbs  depths  of  feeling,  faith 


By  MARTY  WALKER 

What?  We’re  moving?  When?  Are  you 
sure?  BEFORE  Christmas?  You’re  kid¬ 
ding?  You’re  not  kidding?  Heavy  sigh 
.  .  .  heart  palpitations  .  .  .  tears  .  .  . 
laughter  .  .  .  more  heart  palpitations  .  .  . 
feelings  of  sadness  .  .  .  feelings  of  happi¬ 
ness  .  .  .  needing  to  pray  .  .  .  BEFORE 
Christmas! 

The  rumors  had  finally  been  con¬ 
firmed.  We  were  indeed  moving,  and  the 
move  was  to  take  place  BEFORE 
Christmas!  My  heart  beat  with  excite¬ 
ment  about  the  possibilities  of  serving  in 
the  new  church,  but  my  heart  ached  at 
the  thought  of  leaving  our  much-loved 
congregation,  where  we  had  served  for 
seven  and  one-half  years. 

How  could  we  go?  Why  didn’t  we  just 


stay  where  we  were  .  .  .  maybe  until  we 
retired!  Was  this  really  God’s  will  or  just 
a  human  decision?  Our  congregation  —  a 
beautiful  parsonage  —  how  could  I  leave 
all  of  it?  My  neighbors,  my  friends  .  .  . 
how  could  I  leave  them?  Our  children’s 
schools  ...  the  memories  .  .  .  how?  Yes, 
we  were  moving  .  .  .  BEFORE 
Christmas ! 

Our  going-away  reception  was  the 
most  painful  of  all.  People  lined  up  al¬ 
most  to  the  parking  lotto  say  final  good¬ 
byes,  to  express  love  with  hugs  and  gifts, 
more  tears  and  red  eyes.  Precious  little 
children  .  .  .  teen-agers  .  .  .  young  adults, 
older  adults  .  .  .  they  were  family,  and 
we  were  leaving  them  .  .  .  BEFORE 
Christmas ! 

Finally,  the  moving  van  came  and  so 


Marty  Walker 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Three  cheers,  no  cheers,  for  ‘clown’  article 


To  the  Editor: 

Three  cheers  for  the  Rev.  Gordon  \y. 
Knapp’s  article,  “Let’s  send  back  the 
church  clowns”  (see  UMR,  Nov.  23). 

It  is  encouraging  to  know  there  are 
other  United  Methodists  who  take  their 
faith  seriously.  Perhaps  if  we  had  fewer 
clowns  and  more  Gordon  Knapps  in  our 
church,  we  would  see  a  rise  in  church 
membership  rather  than  our  present  de¬ 
cline. 

Yes,  let’s  get  serious  about  our  faith 
and  the  way  we  worship  and  stop  clown¬ 
ing  around.  DaleKrider 

Hyattsville.  Maryland 

Perceptions  of  clown 

ministry  saddens  reader 
To  the  Editor: 

This  concerns  Gordon  W.  Knapp’s 
“Here  I  Stand”  headlined  “Let’s  send 
back  the  church  clowns"  (see  UMR,  Nov. 
23).  As  an  adult  who  has  been  involved 
personally,  and  as  a  coordinator  for  a 
youth  clown  ministry  troupe  for  the  last 
five  years,  I  am  saddened  by  Mr. 
Knapp’s  perception  of  clowns  in 
ministry. 

It  is  true  that  putting  on  grease  paint 
and  a  costume  frees  one.  It  is  not  true. 
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however,  that  that  freedom  comes  in 
“the  guise  of  being  someone  else.”  Any¬ 
one  who  clowns  very  long  discovers  that 
the  clown  character  is  real  only  as  long 
as  you  are  true  to  who  you  are.  The  free¬ 
dom  comes  in  being  able  to  move  through 
the  structures  of  “proper”  behavior 
placed  on  us  by  society  so  that  we  can  be 
more  childlike.  As  I  understand  the 
Gospel,  that  is  one  of  the  attitudes  to 
which  we  are  called.  Unfortunately, 
many  of  us  confuse  childlike  with 
childish. 

I  believe,  and  I’m  not  sure  there’s  any 
way  to  prove  it,  that  clowns  can  indeed 
“possess  the  capability  of  plumbing 
the  depth  of  human  nature.”  I  have  seen 
it  especially  in  visits  to  hospitals  and 
nursing  homes  when  a  clown  was  able  to 
break  through  a  barrier  that  therapists 
and  medical  personnel  had  not  been  able 
to  break.  I  have  seen  it  in  communion 
services  when  a  priest  in  clown  makeup 
and  costume  deepened  my  understand¬ 
ing  of  Holy  Communion.  And  I  have 
experienced  grace  as  I  have  been  a  clown 
in  ministry  both  in  liturgy  and  visitation. 

Good  clown  ministry  sets  a  mood  for 
the  entrance  and  working  of  the  Spirit.  It 
creates  an  atmosphere  of  openness. 
Essentially,  it  is  not  performance.  It  is  a 
concern  for  and  with  others  as  opposed  to 
self.  Unfortunately,  all  that  is  being 
called  clown  ministry  is  not  good.  I  still 
struggle  with  the  urge  to  perform  for  in¬ 
stead  of  being  involved  with.  That’s  a 
struggle  I  see  often  in  Christians  whether 
they  are  clowns  or  not. 

A  videotape  of  one  of  our  clown 
workshops  was  made  and  shown  on  cable 
TV.  Each  time  I  review  that  tape,  I  am  re¬ 
minded  of  how  much  more  there  is  to 
clown  ministry  than  just  a  “prancing 
presence.”  Seeing  the  interaction  of  the 
clowns  with  people  on  that  tape  confirms 
that  fact.  Mary  F.  Ryan 

Dallas,  Texas 

‘Send  back  clowns’ 
draws  rousing  comment 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  your  Nov.  23  “Here  I 
Stand"  headlined  "Let's  send  back  the 
church  clowns”  by  Gordon  W.  Knapp: 

Hallelujah!  Amen!  H  Townsend 

Weimar,  Texas 

Coercion  or  freedom  — 
where  does  church  stand? 

To  the  Editor: 

Much  as  I  admire  Bishop  William  Boyd 
Grove,  I  must  disagree,  with  his  state¬ 
ment  that  “The  massive  approval  of 
lotteries  indicates  that  people  are  reluc 
tant  to  pay  taxes  for  the  maintenance  of 
social  order  and  that  they’d  rather  fall 
back  on  destructive  gambling  funds" 
(see  UMR,  Nov.  16).  On  the  contrary, 
most  people  realize  that  most  taxes  are 
not  used  for  the  maintenance  of  social  or¬ 
der  but  for  someone  else’s  social  objec¬ 
tives  or  one  form  or  another  of  income  re¬ 
distribution.  This  means  that  individuals 
in  the  government  take  money  ( taxes  >  by 
force  or  the  threat  of  force  to  use  it  for 
purposes  as  often  as  not  opposed  by  the 
taxpayer. 

One  person’s  “maintenance  of  social 


order”  is  the  loss  by  eminent  domain  of 
another  person’s  childhood  home  or1 
some  other  arrogant  imposition  of  the 
“greater  good”  on  people  who  would 
rather  be  left  alone  and  use  their  own 
money  for  their  own  rational  (and  not  al¬ 
ways  selfish)  purposes.  To  the  extent  one 
approves  the  forceful  substitution  of  the 
purposes  of  those  in  power  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  people  who  produce  the 
wealth,  he  denies  the  full  worth  of  those 
people  as  human  beings. 

If  it  is  a  sin  to  take  money  forcibly  from 
other  people,  why  isn’t  it  a  sin  to  hire  a 
government  to  do  it  for  you? 

While  the  substitution  of  a  lottery  for 
taxation  is  not  unobjectionable,  in  that 
the  power  of  the  politicians  to  spend  the 
money  continues  unabated,  at  least  the 
payment  of  the  money  to  them  is  volun¬ 
tary.  No  one  forces  anyone  to  do  any¬ 
thing.  Moreover,  a  case  can  be  made  that 
the  use  of  force,  i.e.  the  government’s 
collection  of  taxes,  is  far  more  destruc¬ 
tive  of  the  human  spirit  than  the  freedom 
to  choose  whether  to  participate  in  a 
lottery.  Even  the  freedom  to  participate 
in  a  racketeer’s  numbers  game  —  while 
we  would  not  make  that  choice  ourselves 
—  is  a  more  worthy  Christian  objective 
than  the  forced  incarceration  of  those 
who  exercise  their  freedom  by 
participating. 

The  irony  is  not  that  people  voted  for 
lotteries  and  religious  candidates  at  the 
same  time  but  that  the  religious  leader¬ 
ship  apparently  prefers  coercion  to 
freedom.  William  L.  Krayer 

Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

‘Render  to  Caesar’ 
debate  re-opened 

To  the  Editor: 

I  emphatically  disagree  with  Will 
McNutt  concerning  what  Jesus  said  to 
the  Pharisees,  namely,  “Render  unto 
Caesar  the  things  that  are  Caesar’s”  (see 
UMR  letters.  Nov.  23) . 

Entirely  aside  from  this  Bible  quote,  it 
is  the  duty  of  every  citizen  of  any  country 
to  pay  taxes  to  the  government  to  cover 
expenses  of  running  the  government. 

Jesus  never  told  anyone  not  to  pay 
taxes.  He  even  told  his  disciples  to  catch 
a  fish  that  would  have  a  coin  in  its  mouth. 
He  added,  use  it  to  pay  tax. 

Shame  on  Mr.  McNutt. 

F.  Lee  York 
San  Jose,  California 

No  need  to  apologize 

for  Bicentennial  efforts 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Nov.  9  issue  of  the  Reporter,  a 
writer  expresses  disappointment  with 
the  Methodist  Bicentennial  celebrations. 

I  offer  no  apology  for  the  100  appear¬ 
ances  I  have  made  as  Susanna  Wesley 
the  past  few  years.  And  just  recently  I 
brought  forth  Barbara  Heck  to  help  tell 
the  Methodist  Story. 

In  Baltimore  during  General 
Conference,  I  stood  in  the  rain  at  Lovely 
Lane  Chapel  and  helped  welcome  in  the 
three  “circuit  riders”  from  Burr  Oak, 
Kansas.  To  me  it  was  a  memorable  mo¬ 
ment.  Surely  only  the  most  cynical 


person  would  not  have  felt  a  surge  of  ad¬ 
miration  for  that  journey  of  faith  and 
symbolism.  And  it  was  a  poignant  remin¬ 
der  of  the  courage  of  those  Riders  of  the 
Past  and  their  importance  in  the  growth 
of  the  church  —  and  of  this  country. 

If  it  does  no  more  than  increase  the 
knowledge  of  our  unique  beginnings,  all 
the  “play-acting”  is  justified.  But  there 
are  many  lessons  to  be  learned  from  his- 

Barbara  Driver 
Quenemo,  Kansas 

Put  preachers  to  work 

with  the  Book  we  have 

To  the  Editor: 

“There  we  go  again.”  This  time  it  is  re¬ 
cently  retired  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols. 
According  to  an  article  in  your  Nov.  16  is¬ 
sue,  the  bishop  wants  to  write  a  book  —  a 
four-year  project  —  on  evangelism. 

My  reaction?  We  already  have  a  book. 
It  is  called  the  Holy  Bible.  Telling  the 
story  of  Jesus  and  preaching  the  Gospel 
truths  has  succeeded  in  creating  a 
church  running  into  the  hundreds  of 
millions  in  all  parts  of  the  globe. 

And  the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
some  35,000  preachers  to  tell  the  story  to 
38,000  congregations  in  the  United  States 
alone.  We  do  not  need  another  book.  Just 
put  our  preachers  to  work  with  the  one 
we  have.  It's  time-tested. 

There  is  no  other  way  to  stem  the 
hemorrhage  in  our  membership  rolls. 
Manifestly,  emphasis  on  social  activism 
has  not  created  a  stampede  to  our  altars. 
Liberation  theology  has  not  drained  our 
baptismal  fonts.  Huge  contributions  to 
political  “causes”  has  led  few  souls  to 
Christ.-  Providing  bail  money  for 
assorted  thugs  and  political  agitators  has 
not  noticeably  improved  our  member¬ 
ship  statistics. 

There’s  no  mystery  about  evangelism. 
And  a  book  written  by  Bishop  Nichols 
merely  would  add  weight  to  a  few  library 
shelves.  Dave  R.  McKown 

Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

News  of  minister’s  death 
prompts  reexamination 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  with  great  sadness  that  I  read  of 
the  death  of  the  Rev.  Michael  Collins  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  16). 

Over  the  years  Michael  and  I  shared 
the  intensity  of  seminary  education,  the 
joy  of  a  first  parish  appointment  and  the 
periodic  “touching  base”  that  comes 
from  friendship  based  upon  trust  and 
respect. 

Michael’s  death,  as  in  his  life,  con¬ 
fronts  me  with  the  need  to  evaluate  the 
limits  of  my  faith  and  the  personal  and 
institutional  walls  that  limit  the  redemp¬ 
tive  love  of  God. 

Michael’s  death  has  afforded  me  the 
opportunity  once  again  to  talk  with  my 
children  about  faith,  friendship  and  the 
love  of  God  that  is  not  limited  to  human 
understandings.  In  death  I  have  intro¬ 
duced  them  to  one  of  my  friends  whom 
they  will  never  meet  but  whom  they  will 
know  all  of  their  lives. 

Jim  Maxfield 
Tulare.  California 


Marty  \ 

did  the  ice!  More  tears,  goodbyes,  a  final 
check  of  the  loved  house,  a  note  to  the 
new  parsonage  family  left  in  the  kitchen 
window  sill,  a  drive  across  town  with  my 
car  loaded  down  with  plants.  I  had  no 
room  for  Christmas  presents  or  tree 
ornaments  ...  I  was  moving  .  .  . 
BEFORE  Christmas ! 

In  only  a  short  12-mile  distance  across 
town,  my  life  was  to  change  .  .  .  just  as  it 
had  as  a  result  of  other  moving  days 
throughout  our  23  years  as  a  United 
Methodist  parsonage  family.  New  par¬ 
sonage  .  .  .  pretty  .  .  .  spotless.  .  .  new 
faces  at  my  door  .  .  .  new  neighbors  de¬ 
livering  dessert  trays  and  hot  tea  ... 
new  enthusiastic  church  members  eager¬ 
ly  bringing  meals  for  several  days  ...  on 
icy,  slippery  streets  .  .  .  gifts  .  .  .  lovely 
Christmas  floral  arrangements  for  our 
new  home,  which  was  void  of  a  tradition¬ 
al  tree,  phone  calls  .  .  .  cards  .  .  .  wel¬ 
coming  us  to  our  new  church  home  .  .  . 
excitement  everywhere  I  looked  and  list¬ 
ened.  Expectations  of  Christ’s  love  .  .  . 
BEFORE  Christmas! 

What  a  welcome  our  first  Sunday  .  .  . 
standing  ovations  .  .  .  packed  auditorium 
.  . .  flower  corsages  .  .  .  love  pouring  from 
Christians  who  call  themselves  United 
Methodists.  A  reception  .  .  .  greetings  .  .  . 
heart  palpitations  .  .  .  hugs  .  .  .  words  of 
affirmation  .  .  .  words  of  expectancy  .  .  . 
promises  of  prayer  and  support.  We  were 
here.  It  had  happened.  We  had  moved.  I 
once  again  was  a  happy  part  of  a  local 
congregation,  and  I  already  felt  loved  and 
at  home  with  my  new  church  family  .  .  . 
JOY  .  .  .  BEFORE  Christmas! 

This  week's  contributor,  Marty 
Walker,  is  a  member  of  Tyler  Street 
UMC  in  Dallas,  Texas  (North  Texas 
Conference ),  where  her  husband  serves 
as  senior  minister. 


Dean  McIntyre 
hymns,  certainly  a  sufficient  number  to 
allow  Advent  hymns  to  be  sung  for  foui; 
weeks.  But  it  also  contains  24  Christmas  ' 
hymns,  four  Epiphany  hymns  commonly;!! 
sung  during  Christmastide  and  several;1 
other  sacred  Christmas  songs  that  coul^ ! 
be  sung  by  most  congregations,  such  a 's11 
“OHoly  Night." 

It  is  unrealistic  to  expect  to  sing  even  ‘ 
half  of  these  during  Christmastide,  as;' 
suming  a  Christmas  Eve  service  plus  tw6  ' 
Sundays  after  Christmas.  1984,  of  course^' 
has  only  one  Sunday  after  Christmas  be-]‘. 
fore  Epiphany  begins.  If  we  are  going  tb ! 
give  our  people  the  chance  to  sing  theif 
beloved  carols,  we  must  begin  in  Adverlt 
to  do  it,  unless  we  are  prepared  to  be'" 
singing  them  on  into  February. 

Here  I  stand.  Let  Advent  be  Advent  iii? 
the  church.  Read  the  Advent  lessons  ih^ 
worship,  especially  the  Gospel  texts.  Us^ 
the  Advent  themes  of  preparation,  repent 
tance  and  hope  in  sermons,  prayers,  lita- ; 
nies  and  choir.  And  certainly  sing  the  Ad¬ 
vent  hymns. 

However,  the  position  that  Christmas 
carols  should  be  put  off  until  Christmas^ 
Eve  can  and  should  be  modified.  It  is 
quite  possible  that  congregations  can  be* 
effectively  prepared  for  the  joyous  cele¬ 
bration  of  Christmas,  at  least  in  part',': 
through  the  judicious  use  of  Christmas  • 
carols  along  with  the  Advent  hymns.  For 
the  church  to  do  otherwise  is  to  ignore  the 
reality  of  its  members'  daily  experiences- 
during  this  season. 

We  will  not  redeem  the  sacred  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  Christmas  event  from  the  world 
by  insisting  that  worshipers  rigidly  sub- : 
ject  themselves  to  a  liturgical  calendar' 
that  bears  little  resemblance  to  what  is : 
happening  in  their  lives  outside  the  walls ' 
of  our  church  building.  v 

“Here  I  Stand is  a  forum  through •’* 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express' 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu -' 
tor,  Dean  McIntyre,  is  a  member  of  First' 
UMC,  Clovis,  New  Mexico  (New  Mexico 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  fot 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  tO‘ 
“Here  I  Stand,’’  United  Methodist •' 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texai’ 
75266-0275. 


|  CThe  Star 

j  By  ROY  E.  WEBSTER  II 

Thru  darkest  night  the  twinkling  glow 
of  distant  star 

Shown  brightly  down,  inviting 
sage  and  shepherd  both 
To  manger  low,  where  lay 
the  new-born  child  of  God  — 
Divinest  gift  of  love, 
eternal  sigh  of  hope. 

That  natal  star 
of  yesteryear 
For  all  mankind 
brought  heaven  near. 

This  night  those  self-same  stars 
pour  forth  their  shimm’ring  glow 
On  us,  whose  needs,  desires  and  pains 
no  less  than  theirs, 

Cry  out  for  One  to  touch  our  lives 
with  hope  and  joy, 

To  fill  our  hearts  with  love, 
to  drive  away  our  fears. 

That  star  of  hope 
shines  thru  our  night. 

With  heaven’s  peace 


it  sends  His  light. 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


Another  perspective  needed 
forevaluation  of  COCU 


As  I  waited  to  board  my  flight  home 
following  the  recent  plenary  of  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union,  I  recog¬ 
nized  one  who  also  had  been  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  (see  related  editorial  elsewhere  on 
this  page).  I  asked  him  what  he  thought 
of  the  proceedings. 

“It  was  like  watching  grass  grow,”  he 
said. 

His  impatience  with  the  lack  of  fire¬ 
works  during  the  weeklong  plenary  was 
understandable.  Even  to  one  who  sup¬ 
ports  COCU’s  efforts  at  overcoming  dif¬ 
ferences  among  Christians,  the  snail’s 
pace  discussions  and  prolonged 
wrangling  over  church  doctrine  is  some¬ 
times  wearisome. 

In  light  of  that  molasses-like  move¬ 
ment,  not  only  at  the  recent  meeting  but 
for  most  of  its  22-year  existence,  one 
reasonably  can  wonder  if  the  Kingdom 
won’t  come  before  COCU  attains  its  goal 
of  visibly  uniting  nine  or  more  existing 
denominations  and  their  23  million 
members. 

It  might.  COCU’s  one  identifiable  suc¬ 
cess  has  been  to  secure  formal  recogni¬ 
tion  by  participating  denominations  of 
each  other’s  members  —  something  that 
generally  was  observed  informally  even 
before  the  COCU  action.  With  that  kind  of 
record,  COCU  likely  would  have  been 
voted  out  of  business  long  ago  if  it  were  a 
local  church  task  force. 

But  after  attending  its  recent  meeting, 
I  am  convinced  that  COCU  has  a  special 
place  in  the  life  of  the  church.  As  such,  it 
should  be  evaluated  differently  from 
most  church  groups. 

It  simply  is  unrealistic  to  expect  COCU 
to  overcome  in  22  years  church  divisions 
that  were  200  years  and  longer  in  the 
making.  Those  divisions  run  deep.  They 
run  deep  because  they  concern  matters 
of  ultimate  importance  to  Christians,  in¬ 
cluding  how  best  to  live  out  our  common 
faith  in  Christ  in  mission  and  in  ministry. 

Even  those  of  us  within  the  same  local 
church  often  have  difficulty  agreeing  on 
such  weighty  matters.  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  ongoing  debate  over  our  over- 


Stephen  Swecker  j 
seas  missionary  efforts  and  the  proper 
ordering  of  ministry  reflects  division^ 
similar  to  those  separating  COCU’^ 
participating  communions.  Until  we  hea| 
our  own  divisions,  we  should  not  be  tod 
scornful  of  COCU’s  similarly  slow  pro* 
gress  in  these  matters. 

Even  if  no  COCU-inspired  union  o| 
denominations  ever  occurs,  we  should 
affirm  the  spirit  of  unity  and  mutual  un< 
derstanding  among  Christians  thajj 
COCU  promotes. 

I  sensed  among  many  COCU  delegates^ 
especially  those  who  are  older,  a  bitterj 
sweet  awareness  that  they  are  not  likely 
to  live  to  see  the  completion  of  the  task 
they  began  with  such  high  hopes  22  years 
ago.  But  the  important  thing,  said  one,  is 
that  the  vision  of  Christian  unity  has  been 
caught  by  a  younger  generation  of  COCU 
advocates.  Dreamers  die,  he  said,  bul 
their  dreams  —  if  they  are  rooted  in 
God’s  will  —  never  do. 

Watching  COCU  at  work  in  its  plenary 
meetings  or  through  its  participating 
churches  as  they  act  on  its  work  may  ii> 
deed  be  similar  to  watching  grass  grow 
But  grass,  it  should  be  recalled,  is  one  of 
God’s  understated  miracles.  Like  grow^ 
ing  grass,  COCU’s  slow  but  hopeful 
movement  toward  a  far-off  vision  is  a  re¬ 
minder  of  a  similar  hope  and  attitude  djf 
patient  expectation  to  which  we  all  arp 
called  during  the  season  of  Advent.  j 
-STEPHEN  SWECKER 


Weekly 
Bible  study 
series  for 
youth  and 
young  adults  for 
morning  or  evening. 

Builds  solid  faith 
by  Bible  knowledge. 
Introductory  Kit/Cassette 
Teacher  s  Manual:  $15.00 
Box  25101,  Dallas,  TX  75225 
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Nicaragua  well-trod  by  UM  groups 

|  Returnees  offer  tips  for  bishops9  visit  in  midst  of  divergent  reports 


'  By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

When  they  arrive  in  Nicaragua  next 
nrtonth  (see  accompanying  box),  a  dele¬ 
gation  of  United  Methodism’s  Council  of 
Bishops  may  find  it  difficult  to  tread  a 
p?th  not  already  well-trod  by  other  United 
Methodists. 

So  many  United  Methodists  have  gone 
recently  to  Nicaragua  that  one  UM 
missionary  “has  become  almost  a  full¬ 
time  tour  guide,"  mused  Bob  Buescher. 
organizer  of  a  group  from  the  Oregon- 
Idaho  Annual  Conference  which  visited 
the  Central  American  nation  last  month. 
(Two  UM  missionaries  have  been 
“loaned”  to  an  ecumenical  development 
organization  there. ) 

He  said  that  while  in  Nicaragua  his 
group  ran  into  a  Presbyterian  group 
from  the  southeastern  U.S.,  a  Lutheran 
group  from  Illinois  and  United  Method¬ 
ists  from  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  in  a  California  ecumenical 
organization. 

Every  annual  conference  contacted  by 
UMR  has  had  at  least  one  leader  in 
Nicaragua  this  year. 

Why  so  much  attention  on  a  nation  with 
neither  Methodist  churches  nor  projects? 

Supporters  of  visits  to  Nicaragua  say 
the  focus  is  appropriate  because  of  the 
great  humanitarian  need  there  and  the 
great  threat  either  to  the  nation  by  the 
United  States  or  by  the  nation  itself  —  or 
both. 

Most  decry  U.S.  policy 

In  interviews  with  the  Reporter, 
persons  from  several  UM  tour  groups 
said  they  feel  the  bishops’  trip  isn’t  likely 
to  uncover  much  new  information  but 
that  it  can  be  helpful  to  the  cause  of 
stopping  U.S.  intervention  because  of  the 
symbolism  of  top  denominational  leaders 
going  to  Nicaragua. 

Most  U.S.  church  groups  have  come 
back  from  Nicaragua  decrying  the  U.S. 
government’s  policy  of  trying  to 
destabilize  Nicaragua’s  government, 
especially  through  support  of  violent 
opposition  groups  there. 

Nearly  all  persons  interviewed  by  the 
Reporter  said  they  returned  from  Nica¬ 
ragua  with  no  major  concerns  about  the 
ruling  Sandinista  party’s  policies  con¬ 
cerning  human  rights  and  freedoms. 
Claims  that  the  Sandinistas  are  moving 
toward  a  totalitarian,  Marxist-Leninist 
society  are  part  of  the  U.S.  government’s 
rationale  for  backing  armed  revolution. 

Most  United  Methodists  who  have  been 
there  noted  that  their  description  of 
Nicaragua  diverges  sharply  from  what 
United  Methodists  are  hearing  from  the 
Reagan  Administration  and  from  many 
stories  in  the  public  news  media. 

Because  of  that,  they  said,  the  bishops’ 
delegation  could  help  sort  things  out  for 
United  Methodists.  But  the  bishops  will 
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A.  JUSTIN  of  India  is  looking  forward  to 
♦he  Christmas  holidays.  Recently  accepted 
at  Christ's  Home  for  Orphan  Children, 
Justin  has  been  offered  to  WORLD'S  CHIL¬ 
DREN,  INC.  for  sponsorship. 

WHAT  IS  A  SPONSOR? 

An  individual,  couple,  family,  church  or 
civic  group  can  sponsor  a  child  for  $13  o 
month.  That’s  less  than  44  cents  a  day! 
WCI  has  been  seeking  sponsors  for  desti¬ 
tute  children  since  1965. 

WHAT  DOES  THE 
SPONSOR  RECEIVE? 

Full  information  on  the  child's  life  plus 
photo,  address  and  news  concerning  WCI. 
Regular  reports  on  the  children  ore  sent 
to  the  sponsors  along  with  timely  news¬ 
letters.  WCI  is  U.S.  government  approved 
so  all  donations  are  tax-deductible.  An 
audit  copy  is  furnished  each  sponsor. 

WHAT  IS  THE  PERCENTAGE  OF 
FUNDS  SENT  OVERSEAS? 

Audited  records  indicate  91  %  of  funds 
received  in  1983  were  sent  on  for  the 
children's  food,  clothing  and  other  needs. 

Wouldn't  you  like  to  say,  "Merry  Christ¬ 
mas"  to  Justin  or  another  deserving  child? 
Children  are  available  for  sponsorship  in 
India.  Mexico,  Taiwan,  Korea,  the  Philip¬ 
pines  and  Guatemala. 

Write  today: 


Encloted  It  poymenl  for  tlrtl  month 


Write  to:  Mr*.  Corol  Ivey.  P.  O.  ftox  | 
2979.  Winter  Haven,  Fla.  33M0.  j 


Bishops  named  for  January  delegation 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick  of  the  Raleigh 
(N.C.)  Area  has  been  chosen  to  coor¬ 
dinate  a  visit  to  Nicaragua  of  a  dele¬ 
gation  authorized  by  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  Council  of  Bishops  (see  UMR, 
Nov.  23). 

The  delegation  plans  to  go  to  Nica¬ 
ragua  Jan.  14-18,  Bishop  Minnick  told 
the  Reporter  last  Friday. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  voted  to  send 
a  delegation  because  of  concerns 
about  “the  heightening  tensions  be¬ 
tween  the  United  States  and  Nicara¬ 
gua.” 

Bishop  Minnick  said  the  delegation 
will  include  himself,  Bishop  Ernest 
Dixon  (San  Antonio  Area),  Bishop 
Kenneth  Hicks  (Kansas  Area)  and 
Bishop  Hermann  L.  Sticher  (West 
Germany). 

The  Council  of  Bishops  also  voted  to 
include  two  persons  each  from  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  of  Church  and  Society.  Bishop 
Minnick  said  the  two  from  Global 
Ministries  are  board  directors  — 


^XXXXXXXXXXXXX' 
KXXXXXXXXXXXXX' 
WWW' 
IWWWWWWW' 

wwwwww 
.  wwwwww 

W WWW WWW w 

ifJFfwwww  www 
Nw\^wwwww 

VvWWW 


‘El  SalvaSr^N  ICAR  AG  U  A 

NX  WWW f  X  W  W  ' 

■  ww wxxwxxSa;.  ^  \wx\n 

.  XXX  W  W  XXX  XXX W  W' 

•  wxxxxw  ws Costa  Rica 

.WXXWWWX  \  \ 

.xwwxwwwwwxN 

wwwwwwwwwX _ _ 

\\\\\\x\\\\\x\\\xpanama> 

•  W  WXXWWWX  WXXXX  WWX 

Leora  Hatch  (Florida)  and  Martha 
Sanchez  (Kansas).  The  Church  and 
Society  persons  had  not  been  chosen 
yet. 

Bishop  Minnick  said  many  details 
about  the  trip  remain  to  be  worked 
out,  especially  on  ways  to  get  the  most 
accurate,  fair  view  possible  about  the 
situation  in  Nicaragua. 


have  to  establish  their  credibility  to  do 
that,  they  said. 

Beverly  Reddick  of  the  Iowa  Annual 
Conference  staff  said  she  feels  optimistic 
that  United  Methodists  in  general  will  be 
as  receptive  to  the  bishops  as  Iowa  ns 
have  been  to  what  she  has  said  following 
her  visit  to  Nicaragua.  She  said  she  be¬ 
lieves  that  the  American  people  over¬ 
whelmingly  re-elected  President  Reagan 
for  reasons  other  than  his  Central  Ameri¬ 
can  policy  and  that  more  and  more 
Americans  are  being  persuaded  that 
intervention  in  Nicaragua  is  wrong.  The 
Iowa  group  of  which  she  was  a  part  went 
to  Nicaragua  in  May. 

Suggestions  for  credibility 

All  those  who  have  traveled  to 
Nicaragua  recommended  that  the 
bishops  talk  with  as  broad  a  spectrum  of 
people  as  possible.  Although  all  said  they 
thought  they  had  heard  a  wide  variety  of 
opinions  on  their  own  trips,  most  felt 
their  experience  could  have  been 
broader. 

“On  my  next  trip,  I’m  going  to  insist  on 
meeting  with  the  industrialist  and 
merchant  class  of  people,"  said  the  Rev. 
Jack  Heacock,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Austin,  Texas.  “And 
the  bishops  need  to  talk  to  opposition 
leaders,  union  leaders,  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  archbishop  and  others,”  he  said.  He 
was  among  20  United  Methodists  who 
went  there  from  the  Southwest  Texas 
conference  in  March;  another  trip  is 
scheduled  for  next  March. 

“The  most  important  thing  is  to  visit 
with  people  in  the  streets,  the  common 
people.”  said  Mr.  Buescher  from  the 
Oregon-Idaho  conference. 

“It  really  would  help  for  the  bishops  to 
be  able  to  speak  Spanish,”  said  the  Rev. 
Susan  Ruach,  program  director  for  the 
South  Indiana  Annual  Conference.  The 
Indiana  group  toured  in  September. 

The  Rev.  Sharon  Rader  of  the  West 
Michigan  Annual  Conference  staff  spoke 
of  the  inadequacy  of  visiting  only  one 
nation  instead  of  seeing  other  Central 
American  countries  to  gather  com¬ 
parisons:  “We  Americans  have  a 
tendency  to  see  one  nation  and  super¬ 
impose  that  on  the  rest  of  a  region.”  The 
Michigan  group  was  in  Nicaragua  and 
Costa  Rica  in  October. 

Fundamental  bias  charged 

None  of  those  suggestions  will  give  the 
bishops  credibility  unless  they  deal  with 
a  fundamental  bias  underlying  most 
church  visits  to  Nicaragua,  asserted 
Kalmin  D.  Smith,  a  layman  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Lansing,  Mich.,  district’s 
council  on  ministries. 

He  is  one  of  the  few  dissenters  the 
Reporter  found  from  a  generally  positive 
view  of  Sandinista  rule  in  Nicaragua.  He 
said  he  believes  the  tour  the  West 
Michigan  group  had  —  as  well  as  others 
he  has  known  about  —  was  set  up  to 
ensure  the  positive  assessments  most 


tour  members  make. 

"I  think  a  major  industry  in  Nicaragua 
is  entertaining  left-leaning  clergy  and 
reinforcing  their  prejudicies,”  he  said.  In 
an  article  in  the  Michigan  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate,  he  detailed  a  large  number  of 
human  rights  problems  he  said  he  saw 
because  he  looked  for  them. 

Mr.  Smith  predicted  most  visiting 
groups  won’t  encounter  the  problems  he 
saw  because  their  agenda  is  not  fact¬ 
finding  and  is  set  by  pro-Sandinista 
groups.  He  said  the  West  Michigan  tour 
was  led  by  “a  liberation  theologian” 
selected  by  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  staff. 

Other  groups  relied  on  different  or¬ 
ganizations.  Ms.  Ruach  said  the  South 
Indiana  group  was  led  by  a  Central 
American  institute  that  is  “critical  in  a 
friendly  sort  of  way  of  the  Sandinistas” 
which  it  basically  supports.  Ms.  Reddick 
said  the  Iowa  group  relied  on  the  Witness 
for  Peace  organization  which  stages  non¬ 
violent  actions  especially  on  the 
Nicaraguan  border  to  block  U.S.  inter¬ 
vention.  The  Oregon-Idaho  group  worked 
through  the  Nicaraguan  ecumenical 
relief  and  development  group  known  by 
its  acronym,  CEP  AD. 

Most  participants  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  visits  said  that  although  they  were 
led  by  people  who  approve  of  the  basic 
thrust  of  the  Sandinista  program,  they 
felt  their  guides  went  out  of  their  way  to 
expose  them  to  all  sides. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Michigan  said  the 
bishops'  delegation  can  avoid  the  pitfalls 


of  other  groups  by  talking  —  before  they 
travel  —  with  Nicaraguans  in  this 
country  who  opposed  the  ousted  dictator. 
Somoza,  but  who  also  oppose  the 
Sandinistas.  “That  way  they  can  be 
prepared  to  ask  questions  of  the  rulers 
and  know  other  people  to  talk  to,”  he 
said.  « 

He  said  bishops  should  avoid  the 
mistake  most  church  groups  make  of  not 
separating  questions  about,  on  the  one 
hand,  the  propriety  of  U.S.  intervention 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Sandinistas' 
restrictions  on  freedom. 

He  also  suggested  that  the  bishops  be 
certain  to  talk  to  the  Permanent  Com¬ 
mission  on  Human  Rights  in  Nicaragua 
which  catalogued  violations  under  the 
previous  government  as  well  as  the 
current  one. 

The  Rev.  Ed  Robb,  a  United  Methodist 
evangelist  from  Texas  who  went  to  Nica¬ 
ragua  as  president  of  the  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy  in  November, 
said  the  bishops  must  be  careful  to  know 
exactly  what  group  they  are  interviewing 
because  the  Sandinistas  “have  set  up 
parallel  organizations  for  just  about 
everything  so  they  can  confuse  people.” 
He  said  the  bishops  should  be  careful 
about  who  else  they  have  with  them  when 
they  talk  to  non-government  people 
because  many  persons  fear  reprisal  by 
the  Sandinistas’  block  captains  if  they 
speak  in  opposition. 

“Christians,  not  commies,  killed” 

Others  said  they  believe  that  no  matter 
how  the  bishops’  tour  is  set  up,  those  who 
go  will  be  profoundly  changed. 

"Once  people  experience  first-hand 
that  our  government  isn’t  killing 
commies  but  Christians,  they  are 
shaken,”  Dr.  Heacock  said. 

Nora  Boots,  executive  for  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries'  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  section,  said  the  purpose  of  visits  to 
Nicaragua  should  be  missional  and  that 
“showing  concerns  for  solidarity  with 
Christians  there  is  missional."  Unlike 
some  other  countries  where  people  are 
fighting  for  liberation  from  oppressive 
governments,  opposition  groups  in 
Nicaragua  are  fighting  where  liberation 
already  has  occurred,  she  said. 

Several  participants  in  trips  to 
Nicaragua  said  negative  reactions  to  the 
Sandinista  government  tend  to  come 
from  persons  with  very  special 
perspectives.  Ms.  Rader  said  the 
criticisms  by  her  fellow  Michigander,  Mr. 
Smith,  should  be  viewed  with  the 
knowledge  that  he  is  a  Republican  who 
works  on  the  staff  of  the  Michigan  House 
of  Representatives.  Dr.  Heacock  charged 
the  perspective  of  his  fellow  Texan,  Dr. 
Robb,  comes  as  a  member  of  an 
organization  that  “clearly  is  the  religious 
ideologue  for  the  Reagan  Administration.” 


BERCHTESGADEN,  Germany  —  The  mountains  of  West  Germany  are  a 
beautiful  backdrop  for  these  United  Methodist  “point  of  contact”  persons  in 
their  annual  retreat.  They  are  among  the  first  in  a  pioneer  program  to  help 
United  Methodists  overseas  stay  in  touch  with  their  denomination. 

U.S.  laity  in  Germany 
start  ‘point  of  contact’ 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

BERCHTESGADEN,  GERMANY  - 
About  two  dozen  United  Methodists  in 
West  Germany  are  eager  to  share  what 
they  call  “good  old  Methodist 
camaraderie.” 

Officially  they  are  the  pioneers  in  an 
experimental  United  Methodist  program 
as  “point  of  contact”  persons  to  do 
primarily  three  things: 

•  Identify  and  stay  in  contact  on  a 
personal  basis  (one  on  one,  if  possible) 
with  other  United  Methodists  from  the 
U.S. A.  stationed  in  Germany,  whether 
with  the  U.S.  military  or  with  U.S.  firms 
doing  business  in  Germany; 

•  Participate  in  joint  events  with  West 
German  United  Methodists,  including  at 
least  one  joint  worship  service  per  year, 
and  participate  in  special  celebrations 
conducted  by  German  United  Meth¬ 
odists; 

•  Provide  Christian  education  for  chil¬ 
dren  of  United  Methodists  from  the 
U.S. A.,  including  confirmation  classes, 
all  intended  to  keep  these  children  re¬ 
minded  of  their  religious  heritage  while 
they  live  in  a  culture  where  Methodism  is 
a  small  minority. 

They  have  their  own  newsletter.  “The 
United  Methodist  Connection,”  and  they 
work  closely  with  United  Methodist  Bis¬ 
hop  Hermann  Sticher  of  West  Germany. 

In  fact  the  program  owes  its  start  more 
than  four  years  ago  to  Bishop  Sticher  and 
to  the  Rev.  Claus  Rohlfs,  then  chairman 
of  United  Methodism's  Division  of 


People  in  the  news  .  .  . 

Seminarian  lives  roots  of  history  in  England  experience 


Rather  than  using  textbooks,  the  Rev. 
Ken  Heisz  chose  to  study  the  roots  of 
Methodist  history  in  person. 

Mr.  Heisz,  a  student  at  UM-related 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  spent  most  of  the  Bicentennial 
year  of  American  Methodism  back  in  the 
"home  land"  of  London,  England,  learn¬ 
ing  about  Methodist  history  by  reliving 
it. 

Selected  from  a  group  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  seminary  students  in  the  U.S.  Mr. 
Heisz  interned  at  historic  Wesley’s 
Chapel  from  September  1983  until 
September  1984.  Methodism’s  founder 
John  Wesley  designed  and  supervised 
building  of  the  chapel.  He  also  spent  the 
last  17  years  of  his  life  at  his  home  next 
door  to  the  chapel. 

While  at  Wesley’s  Chapel  Mr.  Heisz  im¬ 
mersed  himself  in  Wesleyana  by  joining 
the  “Wesley  Community,"  an  ongoing 
group  based  on  the  chapel  campus.  The 
group  models  itself  after  Mr.  Wesley's 
“Holy  Club  .”  It  sponsors  vesper  services 
twice  daily  and  on  Sundays  leads  the 
Wesley  Guild,  an  adult  Sunday  school 
class. 

"The  highlight  of  my  internship  was 


preaching  from  Wesley’s  original 
pulpit,”  Mr.  Heisz  said.  “It  was  a  moving 
experience  to  preach  from  a  15  foot  tall 
pulpit  just  as  Wesley  did  when  he  was 
there.  I  also  felt  honored  because  I  was 
told  I  was  the  first  seminary  student  ever 
allowed  to  preach  from  the  pulpit." 

“Before  I  went  on  my  internship  people 
told  me  I  was  going  to  miss  the 
Bicentennial.  I  didn’t  feel  left  out  while  in 
London,  but  actually  more  involved 
because  I  was  at  the  roots  of  the  cele¬ 
bration.”  he  said.  “Also  I  was  able  to 
hear  about  the  Bicentennial  activities  in 
America  from  the  numerous  groups  of 
United  Methodist  tourist  groups  that 
viewed  the  chapel  and  Wesleyan 
museum.” 

The  son  of  a  retired  United  Methodist 
minister,  Mr.  Heisz  is  a  native  of  Kansas 
and  is  an  ordained  deacon  in  the  Kansas 
West  Annual  Conference.  He  will 
graduate  from  seminary  in  May. 

“This  internship  has  broadened  my 
faith  and  ministry  and  made  me  more 
internationally  minded,”  Mr.  Heisz  said. 
“Now  I  see  the  world  as  my  parish  as 
John  Wesley  did." 

-SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 


Ken  Heisz* 


Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries,  head¬ 
quartered  in  Nashville. 

The  bishop  particularly  wanted  his 
own  German  United  Methodists, 
numbering  only  about  37,000  in  a  pre¬ 
dominantly  Lutheran  and  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  country,  to  feel  some  connection  with 
international  United  Methodism 
Because  the  chaplaincy  division  has 
responsibility  for  United  Methodist 
military  personnel  wherever  they  are, 
cooperation  between  the  bishop  and  the 
chaplaincy  division  was  “a  natural." 


Contact  sought  among 
business,  government 
personnel. 


Relations  between  the  "contact” 
laypersons  and  the  military  chaplains 
are  excellent,  the  “point  of  contact”  pio¬ 
neers  insist.  “The  chaplains  are  busy 
directing  the  chapel  programs,"  they 
point  out.  “And.  besides,  the  chaplains 
have  to  downplay  their  denominational 
affiliation  as  part  of  the  overall 
Protestant  chapels.  We  are  free  to  be  as 
United  Methodist  as  we  want  to  be.” 

Bishop  Sticher  has  emphasized  from 
the  beginning,  and  the  "point  of  contact” 
persons  agree,  that  the  program  must 
seek  to  reach  all  United  Methodists  in 
Germany,  not  only  the  military. 

This  is  difficult  because  no  one  knows 
exactly  how  many  United  Methodists 
from  the  U.S.  are  in  Germany  <  estimates 
run  as  high  as  50,000)  or  where  they  are. 
Even  if  they  could  all  be  identified  and 
located  at  any  given  time,  the  turnover  in 
personnel  is  enormous.  Military  persons 
typically  don’t  stay  in  one  place  more 
than  three  years,  and  many  U.S.  busi¬ 
ness  personnel  overseas  rotate  just  as 
rapidly. 

Another  problem  is  that  U.S.  military 
personnel  in  Germany  are  kept  very 
busy  Many  routinely  work  12-hour  day's. 
Others  may  be  away  on  field  as¬ 
signments  for  nine  months.  Many  stay  at 
combat  readiness  300  days  out  of  the 
year,  making  participation  in  religious 
or  other  events  difficult. 

Whether  the  “point  of  contact”  pro¬ 
gram  in  Germany  will  be  continued  de¬ 
pends  in  part  on  what  funding  is  provided 
for  it.  particularly  for  a  full-time 
director  The  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  at  its  meeting  in 
October  accepted  primary  responsibility 
for  developing  a  support  network  for  all 
United  Methodists  overseas.  The  overall 
“network”  plan  to  be  directed  by  the 
Discipleship  board  acknowledges  the 
German  program  begun  by  Bishop 
Sticher  as  a  model  which  should  be 
continued  and  could  be  repeated  in  other 
countries. 

This  is  the  latest  in  a  series  of  articles 
based  on  Reporter  Managing  Editor 
John  Lovelace's  travel  in  Europe. 


‘Methodism’s  memory 9  to  retire  after  32  years  with  archives 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  Bicentennial  of 
American  Methodism,  which  winds  down 
at  the  end  of  1984,  has  special  meaning  to 
one  woman  who  has  helped  record  much 
of  the  denomination’s  history.  She  retires 
soon,  and  the  following  feature  capsules 
her  career. 

By  JOHN  G.  McELLHENNEY 

For  32  years  “Methodism’s  memory” 
has  answered  inquiries  with  a  Smoky 
Mountain  accent,  not  because  history  is  a 
southern  specialty  but  because  Louise 
Leatherwood  Queen  is  a  western  North 
Carolinian. 

Mrs.  Queen,  who  retires  this  month  as 
assistant  general  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  General  Commission 
on  Archives  and  History,  began  work  in 
1952  as  secretary  to  the  Rev.  Elmer  T. 
Clark,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Association  of  Methodist  Historical  So¬ 
cieties  and  the  World  Methodist  Council. 

She  has  watched  the  archives  grow 
from  an  office  in  “Amen  Comer”  (Dr. 
Clark’s  home  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.), 
to  a  $2.75  million  Archives  and  History 
Center  on  the  campus  of  Drew  University 
in  Madison,  N.J. 

Meanwhile,  Mrs.  Queen  typed  letters, 
paid  bills,  obtained  a  police  escort  to  the 
White  House,  edited  thousands  of  pages 
of  scholarly  material,  delivered  hams  for 


Dr.  Clark  and  welcomed  a  computer 
dubbed  “Louise  II.” 

It  all  began  when  Dr.  Clark  attended 
Long’s  Chapel  Methodist  Church  at  Lake 
Junaluska  and  met  Mrs.  Queen,  then  se¬ 
cretary  to  the  county  school  superin¬ 
tendent.  He  offered  her  a  job  as  his  se¬ 
cretary. 

Mornings,  she  picked  up  mail  and  took 
dictation  from  Dr.  Clark  in  his  study  at 
“Amen  Comer.”  After  lunch  she  typed  in 
a  makeshift  office  in  one  of  her  bed¬ 
rooms. 

When  the  new  World  Methodist  Build¬ 
ing  opened  at  Lake  Junaluska  in  1956, 
Mrs.  Queen  and  Dr.  Clark  moved  there, 
and  a  library  and  museum  developed 
from  the  nucleus  of  Dr.  Clark’s  private 
holdings.  Soon  there  were  rows  of  por¬ 
celain  busts  of  John  Wesley,  shelves  of 
books  and  a  few  manuscripts. 

The  “Qlark  era,”  she  says  was  one  of 
managing  on  small  budgets  —  $12,000  in 
1952,  $39,000  in  1960  —  adding  books  and 
museum  items  when  purchase  funds 
were  available,  publishing  the  three 
volumes  of  Francis  Asbury’s  Journal  and 
Letters  —  for  which  Mrs.  Queen  typed 
the  final  manuscript  —  and  beginning  a 
series  of  pamphlet  biographies  of  such 
famous  Methodists  as  Susanna,  John  and 
Charles  Wesley. 


Dr.  Clark  taught  Mrs.  Queen  to  edit 
copy,  which  became  one  of  her  major 
tasks  for  32  years  and  one  of  her  delights. 
“I  liked  the  broad  range  of  interesting 
material  —  most  of  it  “interesting’  — 
that  I  worked  with,”  she  said.  “I  pro¬ 
bably  would  not  have  read  it  otherwise." 

But  there  was  a  hitch.  “It  angers  me 
that  scholars  can’t  quote  accurately,” 
she  said.  “I  had  to  look  up  their  sources 
and  correct  their  quotations.  ” 

That  checking  continued  when  Dr. 
Clark  founded  Methodist  History  in  1962, 
just  before  he  retired.  He  was  succeeded 
in  early  1963  by  the  Rev.  Albea  Godbold, 
a  district  superintendent  from  the 
Missouri  East  Conference.  The  Rev.  Lee 
F.  Tuttle  had  replaced  Dr.  Clark  as  exe¬ 
cutive  secretary  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  in  1961. 

Mrs.  Queen  became  Dr.  Godbold’s  ad¬ 
ministrative  assistant.  He  broadened  the 
work  of  the  Association  of  Methodist  His¬ 
torical  Societies,  of  which  Mrs.  Queen 
had  been  treasurer  since  1956. 

Three  major  tasks  filled  “the  Godbold 
years.”  The  first  was  shifting  from  Dr 
Clark’s  idea  for  a  dictionary  of  Meth¬ 
odism  to  a  proposal  for  an  encyclopedia 
of  world  Methodism. 

The  second  was  preparing  for  the  cele¬ 
bration  in  1966  of  the  bicentennial  of  the 


beginnings  of  Methodism  in  America. 

And  the  third  was  arranging  for 
merging  Methodist  and  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  archives  programs  to 
coincide  with  the  union  of  the  two  chur¬ 
ches  in  1968. 

“The  Methodist  Church  was  sadly 
lacking  in  the  preservation  of  records.” 
Mrs.  Queen  said.  College  and  institu¬ 
tional  libraries  cherished  minutes,  jour¬ 
nals,  letters  and  other  documents  from 
the  past.  But  there  was  no  place  where 
all  church  agencies  could  deposit  their 
papers.  “So  they  had  to  be  convinced  it 
was  a  good  idea  to  send  their  no-longer 
current  files  to  a  denominational  ar¬ 
chives,"  thus  making  them  available  to 
historians. 

That  convincing  was  done  slowly  after 
the  General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  came  into  being  in  1968  and  the 
Rev.  John  H.  Ness  Jr.,  head  for  10  years 
of  the  Historical  Society  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  United  Brethren  Church,  became 
executive  secretary. 

As  a  result  of  Dr.  Ness’  persistent  prod¬ 
ding,  papers  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  general  agencies  began  first  to 
trickle  and  then  to  flow  into  Lake  Juna¬ 
luska.  A  cinder-block  structure  with 
wooden  floor  and  flammable  partitions, 
which  had  housed  the  Junaluska  post 


office  and  general  store,  became  the  de¬ 
pository  for  United  Methodist  records  in 
1974. 

During  the  same  period  it  was  be¬ 
coming  obvious  that  a  safer  place  than 
the  old  warehouse  at  Lake  Junaluska 
was  needed  to  house  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  “memory.” 

When  Mrs.  Queen  helped  supervise  the 
move  from  Lake  Junaluska  to  Drew  in 
the  summer  of  1982  she  was  working  for  a 
new  general  secretary,  the  Rev.  Charles 
Yrigoyen  Jr.,  who  took  over  when  Dr. 
Ness  retired  at  the  end  of  1981.  Five 
years  earlier  she  had  became  assistant 
general  secretary. 
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Youth  workers  ‘burn  out 

New  group  seeks  to  stop  rapid  turnover  in  churches 


By  SUSAN  C'ARKOLL 
Staff  Writer 

Leaders  in  a  newly-formed  national 
network  of  salaried  United  Methodist 
youth  workers  hope  to  put  fires  of  en¬ 
thusiasm  back  into  "burned  out"  youth 
workers  and  encourage  more  United 
Methodist  churches  to  begin  entrusting 
their  youth  to  the  hands  of  professional 
youth  workers. 

"The  average  youth  worker  stays 
about  nine  months,"  says  the  Rev.  Fred 
^  Baum,  director  of  youth  ministries  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Mesa,  Ariz. 
J  Why?  "People  tend  to  get  into  it  for  the 
£  wrong  reasons.  They  think  it’s  going  to 
”  be  fun  working  with  teenagers. 

"They  find  out  that  it's  a  lot  of  hard 
work  that  they  have  had  little  or  no  train¬ 
ing  in, "he  said. 

Add  a  few  inevitable  discipline  prob¬ 
lems  and  you've  got  a  burned-out  youth 
worker  searching  the  want  ads,  he  says. 

But  Mr.  Baum  and  several  other  UM 
youth  workers  across  the  country  be¬ 
came  convinced  that  youth  ministry  is 
vital  to  the  future  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  formed  the  Wesleyan  Youth 
Workers  Association  as  a  network.  Its  aim 
is  to  tackle  some  problems  facing  both 
novice  and  experienced  UM  youth  workers. 


United  Methodist  named  Missouri’s  Headier  of  the  year’ 


ST.  JOSEPH,  Mo.  —  Marilyn  Dedrickson,  37,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Ashland  United  Methodist  Church  here,  receives 
warm  hugs  from  her  third  graders  at  Eugene  Field 
Elementary  School  after  hearing  she  was  named 


Missouri’s  “Teacher  of  the  Year”  last  month.  Mrs. 
Dedrickson,  who  teaches  fourth  grade  Sunday  School, 
is  married  to  a  high  school  coach  and  is  the  mother  of 
two  children.  piiotd  courtesy  of st.  joskpii  \kws-pkkss 


Ministry  relatively  new 

“Youth  ministry  is  still  relatively  new 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church,’’  says 
Don  Smith,  director  of  youth  ministries 
at  Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Plano,  Texas.  “Most  youth  ministers  don’t 


Writer  labels  COCU  step  ‘decisive’ 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service  Associate  Editor 
BALTIMORE  —  The  morning  after  the 
16th  Plenary  of  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  closed  here,  my  Baltimore 
friends  Larry  and  Barbara  met  me  in 
front  of  the  Omni  Hotel  to  take  me  to 
breakfast. 

When  I  come  to  Baltimore,  it’s  usually 
as  a  reporter  covering  a  church  meeting. 
So  as  I  got  into  the  car,  Larry  asked, 
“Which  church  group  did  you  say  was 


meeting  here  this  week?” 

“It  was  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union.  You  know  COCU.” 

He  looked  quizzical:  “Oh.  COCU.  I 
thought  that  was  dead.” 

I  couldn’t  have  asked  for  a  more 
typical  response  from  any  active, 
church-going  Protestant  pastor  or 
layperson  in  America.  The  vast  majority 
of  mainline  U.S.  Chrisitians  long  ago  took 
the  rumors  of  COCU’s  demise  as  fact  and 
dismissed  as  moribund  the  plucky  but 
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Bishop/ author  headed  up 
1919  steel  strike  inquiry 


By  WALTER  N.  VERNON 

Leaders  in  the  various  groups  that 
make  up  The  United  Methodist  Church 
come  in  all  sizes,  types,  and  colors.  Near¬ 
ly  all  of  them  have  had  some  unique  qual¬ 
ities  that  made  them  outstanding.  One 
such  was  Francis  J.  McConnell. 

He  was  reared  in  a  Methodist  parson¬ 
age,  attended  Ohio  Wesleyan  College  and 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology 
and  served  several  pastorates.  He  be¬ 
came  president  of  DePauw  University  in 
1909  and  was  elected  bishop  in  1912. 

He  was  perhaps  best  known  for  his  con¬ 
cern  over  social  issues  in  the  light  of 
Christian  faith,  but  he  was  also  con¬ 
cerned  that  Christians  have  a  deep  per¬ 
sonal  faith.  This  was  illustrated  by  the 
topics  of  the  books  he  wrote:  Aids  to 
Christian  Belief;  The  Christlike  God; 
The  Divine  Immanence;  The  Increase  of 
Faith;  Personal  Christianity;  Is  God 
Limited? 

On  the  other  hand,  he  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Service  and  for  15  years  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Old  Age  Pension  Association 
of  New  York  long  before  the  nation 
adopted  Social  Security.  Among  his 
books  are  found  titles  such  as  Christian 
Materialism  .  .  .  Getting,  Spending,  and 
Giving  Money;  A  Basis  for  Peace  to 
•  Come:  Christian  Citizenship;  Demo- 
>  cratic  Citizenship;  Church  Finance  and 
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Social  Ethics;  Christ  and  Coercion,  and 
Christian  Ideals  and  Social  Control. 

Perhaps  the  most  famous  of  his 
activities  in  social  action  was  serving  as 
chairman  of  an  interchurch  committee 
to  investigate  the  famous  steel  strike  of 
1919.  The  strike  was  against  the  pre¬ 
valent  12-hour  working  day  in  the  steel 
industry. 

On  the  committee  with  Bishop  McCon¬ 
nell  were  such  persons  as  Dr.  Daniel 
Poling,  editor  of  the  “Christian  Herald”  . 
Bishop  William  M.  Bell  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church;  Dr.  Alva  W.  Taylor,  a 
southern  expert  on  social  problems;  and 
Bishop  Charles  D.  Williams  of  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  The  committee  issued  a 
report  which,  while  not  immediately  set¬ 
tling  the  problems,  is  credited  with 
eventually  reducing  the  12-hour  work  day 
to  eight. 

He  had  practical,  common-sense  judg¬ 
ment  on  social  issues.  For  example,  he 
declared:  “Labor  cannot  expect  the 
church  herself  to  tell  in  detail  just  how 
the  ideals  of  Jesus  are  to  be  wrought  out 
in  rule  or  code  or  custom.  That  is  the  duty 
of  technicians  .  .  .  Capital  as  tools  we 
must  always  have  .  .  .  The  capitalistic 
spirit  of  profit  for  private  gain  will  have 
to  yield  to  the  motive  of  service  in  all 
realms  ...” 

One  of  his  friends  said  of  him,  “His  in¬ 
dependence  and  frankness  have  often 
brought  him  vigorous  criticism.  He  has 
been  labeled  radical,  heretic,  socialist, 
communist . .  .  The  fact  is,  however,  that 
he  has  been  one  of  the  greatest  conserv¬ 
ing  forces  in  the  field  of  religion  and  soci¬ 
ety  .  .  .  Bishop  McConnell  has  made 
many  men  .  .  .  believe  that  Christianity 
has  place  for  both  religious  faith  and  in¬ 
tellectual  integrity  and  that  the  Christian 
ministry  has  room  for  men  of  social 
vision  and  devotion.  ” 


impractical  church  union  scheme  of  a 
few  ecumenical  visionaries. 

But  steps  taken  here  Nov.  26-30  by 
representatives  from  COCU’s  iiine 
participating  Protestant  bodies  offer 
hope  that  a  24-year-old  idea  for  ending 
some  divisions  of  American  Protestan¬ 
tism  could  become  a  reality  by  the  end  of 
the  century. 

Such  a  long-range  scheme  may  still 
draw  yawns  from  church  regulars,  but 
last  week’s  session  ended  with  the  most 
definitive  action  COCU  had  taken  in  22 
years.  People  involved  in  this  organi¬ 
zation  are  used  to  thinking  in  decades. 
Some  who  were  “present  at  the  creation” 
know  they  won’t  live  to  see  the  liturgical 
celebration  that  may  inaugurate  the 
“Church  of  Christ  Uniting”  sometime  in 
the  21st  century. 

The  steps  approved  last  month  will 
require  the  individual  denominations 
first  to  approve  an  “emerging  theo¬ 
logical  consensus,”  a  kind  of  framework 
upon  which  those  nine  churches  will 
unite.  But  agreement  on  that  portion  of 
the  plan  will  take  until  at  least  the 
summer  of  1988. 

If  that  occurs,  the  churches  then  will  be 
asked  to  enter  into  an  “interim  stage” 
called  “convenanting  for  unity.”  But 
here,  again,  some  delay  is  built  in.  The 
specific  details  of  the  “covenanting” 
process  will  be  revised  and  discussed  for 
some  time. 

With  approval  of  the  particulars, 
however,  the  churches  will  move  beyond 
the  paper  stage  to  such  practical  matters 
as  doing  their  mission  and  evangelism 
work  together,  freely  interchanging 
clergy  and  members,  ordaining  clergy 
jointly,  and  conducting  regular  joint 
celebrations  of  the  eucharist.  And  all  of 


that  will  happen,  according  to  planners, 
without  compromising  the  distinctive 
cultural  and  stylistic  character  of  each 
denomination. 

But  in  fact  the  historical  theological 
consensus  statement  approved  here  by 
delegates  Nov.  30  is  the  logical  cul¬ 
mination  of  more  than  a  dozen  years  of 
drafting,  redrafting,  revising,  and 
amending. 

The  emotional  high  point  of  the  Balti¬ 
more  meeting,  when  the  nine  denomi¬ 
nations  responded  with  “Ayes”  and 
"Amens”  to  a  roll  call  vote,  was  a 
moment  of  vindication  for  the  lonely 
long-distance  ecumenists.  These  are  the 
men  and  women  who  have  spent  years  in 
obscure  but  intense  work,  far  from  the 
glare  of  the  media,  struggling  to  find  the 
words  that  would  express  the  extent  of 
theological  agreement  the  churches  have 
reached. 

Most  of  the  hours  at  Baltimore  were 
spent  in  the  painstaking  chore  of 
hammering  out  still  more  amendments 
—  about  100  alterations  were  made  in  the 
70-page  document.  What  historically  has 
been  a  slow  process  promises  to  move 
just  as  slowly  and  deliberately  into  the 
future. 

But  if  church  union  is  ever  going  to 
happen,  Baltimore  must  be  regarded  as 
a  turning  point.  The  days  of  coziness  and 
intimacy  among  COCU’s  few  staunch  de¬ 
fenders  are  likely  to  come  to  an  end  as 
more  of  their  fellow  Christians  decide  to 
join  the  party. 

Those  who  jokingly  call  themselves 
“ecumaniacs”  face  the  enormous  job  of 
“selling”  the  idea  of  “covenanting  for 
unity”  to  their  separate  churches.  If 
what’s  written  in  the  documents  is  ever 
going  to  get  off  the  pages  and  into  the 
lives  of  local  congregations,  caring  about 
church  union  will  have  to  become  some¬ 
thing  for  the  whole  church  and  not  just 
for  the  designated  hitters  of  the 
ecumenical  movement. 


Hispanic  caucus  picks 
three  priority  targets 
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From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DALLAS  —  Building  new  congrega¬ 
tions,  recruiting  and  training  lay  and 
clergy  leadership,  and  advocating 
human  rights  in  Latin  America  are  the 
three  major  topics  in  a  comprehensive 
document  on  ministry  being  compiled  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church's  Hispanic 
caucus. 

Delegates  to  the  annual  meeting  of 
MARCHA  (Methodists  Associated  Rep¬ 
resenting  the  Cause  of  Hispanic  Ameri¬ 
cans)  here  Nov.  30-Dec.  2,  pored  over  the 
second  draft  of  a  17-page  plan  for  growth 
and  development  of  the  church  in  the  His¬ 
panic  communities.  The  plan  calls  for: 

•  developing  Hispanic  congregations 
in  annual  conferences  where  there  is  a 
significant  Spanish-speaking  population 
but  currently  are  few  or  no  existing 
ministries; 

•  setting  annual  goals  in  annual  con¬ 
ferences  for  expanding  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  church  in  Hispanic  communities : 

•  more  aggressive  and  rigorous  re¬ 
cruitment  of  Hispanics  for  diaconal 
ministry  and  chaplaincy  as  well  as 
ordained  ministry; 

•  designing  annual  conference  work¬ 
shops  on  church  careers  for  Hispanic 
youth  and  young  adults. 

•  organizing  work  groups  in  annual 
conferences  to  work  with  immigrants 
and  refugees  and  to  “raise  the  conscious¬ 
ness”  of  the  general  church. 

The  Rev.  Jose  Palos,  president  of 
MARCHA,  said  the  document  is 
scheduled  to  be  completed  in  early 
February,  in  time  for  distribution  to 
.  national  United  Methodist  agency  direc¬ 


tors  at  their  spring  board  meetings. 

He  said  the  chufch’s  decision  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  emphasis  on  the  ethnic  minority 
church  for  the  next  four  years  places  a 
great  responsibility  on  Hispanic  leaders 
to  give  "momentum  to  the  vision.” 

Dalila  Cruz,  executive  director,  re¬ 
ported  that  the  growth  already  evident 
among  Hispanic  United  Methodists  is  re¬ 
markable.  During  the  past  20  years,  57 
new  Hispanic  congregations  were  or¬ 
ganized  in  the  United  States  and  Puerto 
Rico. 

Discussions  on  human  rights  and  U.S. 
policies  and  activities  in  Latin  America 
drew  several  actions  and  resolutions 
during  the  annual  meeting.  The  group 
upbraided  the  United  States  government 
for  inconsistent  evaluation  of  the  elec¬ 
toral  process  in  Central  America.  It 
pointed  to  the  fact  that  the  United  Stales 
“approved  the  elections  in  El  Salvador, 
but  negated  the  process  in  Nicaragua.” 
The  caucus  resolution  asked  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  respect  the  rights  of  Latin  A- 
mericans  to  be  self-determining.  They 
agreed  that  copies  be  forwarded  to  a 
committee  of  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
headed  by  Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick,  which  is 
planning  a  trip  to  Central  America.  (See 
related  story  in  this  issue. ) 

MARCHA  sent  a  message  -to  Denver 
Area  Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  supporting  the 
bishop’s  recent  statements  about  human 
rights  and  liberation  theology  which 
have  come  under  fire  by  “evangelical” 
leaders,  within  United  Methodism.  The 
message  affirms  the  rights  of  people  in 
all  nations  “to  express  their  faith  in 
terms  of  their  own  needs  and  aspira¬ 
tions.” 


Magazine  profiles  average  youth  worker 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Who  is  the  average  Christian 
church  youth  worker? 

Youthworker  magazine,  a  journal 
published  quarterly  for  people  in 
youth  ministry,  recently  polled  youth 
workers  from  around  the  country  on 
job  satisfaction  and  various  facts  re¬ 
lated  to  their  profession. 

The  results,  published  in  the  Fall 
1984  issue  of  the  magazine,  show  that, 
among  other  things,  52  percent  of 
those  workers  were  “satisfied”  with 
their  present  income  package  that 
averaged  $21,000. 

Other  facts  about  the  “median" 
youth  worker  include : 

•  The  average  church  size  of  a 
church  that  employs  a  youth  worker  is 
600  members. 


•  He  or  she  has  spent  41-  years  in 
youth  ministry. 

•  He  or  she  has  spent  2'a  years  at 
their  present  church.  (Note:  this  in¬ 
cludes  all  denominations  and  varies 
from  the  “average”  United  Methodist 
youth  worker  with  less  than  a  year. 
See  accompanying  story. ) 

•  Eighty-eight  percent  of  all  youth 
workers  are  male. 

•  The  majority  of  youth  workers  are 
married  —  77  percent;  22  percent  are 
single  and  one  percent  are  di¬ 
vorced. 

•  Ninety-two  percent  of  youth 
workers  have  multiple  responsibili¬ 
ties  (junior  and  senior  high,  Christian 
education,  etc.). 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 


have  a  clue  as  to  what  they’re  supposed  to 
be  doing  and  after  a  few  months  of  that, 
burnout  and  quitting  are  inevitable.” 

Those  who  formed  the  new  association 
hope  to  be  a  clearing  house  for  “creative 
ministries”  for  young  people,  a  resource 
group  for  youth  leaders  who  need  train¬ 
ing  and  a  support  group  for  those  in  the 
profession. 

The  organizers,  made  up  of  salaried 
(as  opposed  to  volunteer)  UM  youth 
workers  from  all  over  the  country,  want 
the  network  to  deal  with  issues  and  prob¬ 
lems  that  come  from  working  with  teen¬ 
agers.  And  according  to  Kevin  Slimp,  di¬ 
rector  of  youth  ministries  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Odessa,  Texas  — 
the  new  group’s  president  —  the  40 
charter  members  have  five  primary  pur¬ 
poses: 

•  To  support  paid  youth  workers  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  ; 

•  To  provide  communication  among 
those  youth  workers  through  newsletters 
and  training  events; 

•  To  support  the  spiritual  formation  of 
youth  workers ; 

•  To  confront  issues  that  relate  to 
youth  ministry  in  the  church ; 

•  And  to  advocate  youth  ministry  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

“The  Baptists  (youth  workers)  have 
been  at  it  for  years,”  he  said.  ‘ ‘And  we’ve 
seen  the  result  —  big,  excited  youth  groups. 

“Then  people  in  the  (United  Method¬ 
ist)  church  started  seeing  their  kids  go  to 
Baptist  churches  on  Sunday  nights  and 
started  realizing  how  important  it  was  to 
have  a  good  youth  program,”  Mr.  Smith 
said. 

That  fact  intensified  when  Mr.  Slimp 
and  several  others  went  to  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship  in 
Nashville  and  asked  for  a  list  of  UM  youth 
workers  they  could  contact  about  joining. 

“We  didn’t  even  have  a  mailing  list  of 
youth  workers,”  says  the  Rev.  Leo 
Rippy,  director  in  the  board’s  area  of  De¬ 
velopment  of  Youth  Ministry.  “The 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  has  the 
names  and  addresses  of  5,000  youth 
workers.”  He  estimates  that  there  are 
less  than  1,000  paid  youth  workers  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  but  “youth 
ministry  is  a  priority  here  (at  the  Board 
of  Discipleship)  and  there  is  a  growing 
concern  that  we  must  do  a  better  job  with 
our  youth.” 

And  while  Mr.  Slimp  maintains  they 
get  support  in  the  form  of  guidance  and 
curriculum  from  the  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship,  “there  are  some  issues  that  are 
important .  .  .  but  never  discussed. 

“For  instance,  a  lot  of  youth  workers 
worry  about  things  like  .  .  .  ‘how  close 
should  we  be  getting  to  the  kids?’  When  is 
hand  holding  and  hugging  considered 
‘too close?’  *’ 

Mr.  Slimp  says  they  need  guidance  on 
issues  like  that  as  well  as  a  forum  for  discus¬ 
sing  similar  topics  with  other  youth  workers. 

The  Wesleyan  Youth  Workers  are  put¬ 
ting  together  a  list  of  resource  people 
among  the  association  who  could  be 
available  to  other  United  Methodist 
churches  in  building  up  youth  groups. 

“We’ve  got  some  really  talented  people 
in  the  area  of  music.  Others  are  effective 
at  organizing  youth  meetings  or  rallies. 
Others  are  good  at  building  morale  of 
youth  workers,”  Mr.  Slimp  said.  The  list 
will  include  names,  addresses,  telephone 


numbers  and  professional  fortes. 

“We’re  hoping  we  can  start  making 
these  people  available  at  no  cost  except 
for  transportation  to  churches  which 
could  use  them  for  a  day  or  two  in  build- 
,  ing  up  their  youth  program,”  he  says. 

Most  exist  in  vacuum 

Another  member,  Miriam  Story  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  John-' 
son  City,  Tenn.,  says  that  most  youth 
workers  “exist  in  a  vacuum.  It’s  hard  to 
know  what  anybody  else  is  doing  with 
their  groups.  Each  of  us  has  had  good 
ideas  that  worked,  but  we  need  a  place  to 
be  able  to  swap  those  ideas.  ” 

The  group  plans  to  help  sponsor  a 
workshop  in  April  in  Arizona  for  youth 
workers.  They  expect  to  draw  on  layper¬ 
sons  and  members  of  the  group  to  work 
on  subjects  like  theology  of  youth  minis¬ 
try,  disciplining  of  young  persons  and 
resource  material  available  for  youth 
workers. 

They  hope  this  “experimental”  work¬ 
shop  will  be  the  first  of  several  around 
the  country. 

“Basically,  we  just  want  to  tell  these 
youth  workers  ‘hey,  you  are  important  to 
the  future  of  the  church  and  we’re  here  to 
support  you,”  Mr.  Baum  adds. 

The  Wesleyan  Youth  Workers  Associa¬ 
tion  has  applied  for  an  affiliate  relationship 
with  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  and  Mr. 
Rippy  says  he  expects  that  to  be  no  prob¬ 
lem.  He  serves  as  a  liaison  between  the 
group  and  the  board. 

“They  (the  youth  workers)  need  to 
have  a  sense  of  professionalism.  Most  of 
them  feel  quite  isolated.  They’re  not 
clergy  and  they’re  usually  not  directors 
of  Christian  education.  They’re  out  there 
by  themselves  and  they  have  had  no  one 
to  turn  to  for  ideas,  training,  fellowship 
or  support,”  Mr.  Rippy  said. 

Further  information  about  the  Wesley¬ 
an  Youth  Workers  Association  can  be 
secured  from:  Kevin  Slimp,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  415  North  Lee,  Odes¬ 
sa,  TX  79762,  (915  )  337-1527  or  Ron 
Schmidt,  Covina  United  Methodist 
Church,  437  West  San  Bernandino  Rd., 
Covina,  CA  91723,  (818)  339-7386, 


GLORIETR 

6ki  Bible  Conference 

Anytime  December  13,  1984,  through 
April  7,  1985  (except  Dec.  24  &  25) 


$145.80  per  person 
Vhigher  Dec.  26 — Jon.  1 ) 

\  Includes  4  nights’  lodging  or  four 
\  per  room.  8  meals,  Bible 
I  conference.  3  full  days  skiing  or 
.  Sonro  Fe  Ski  Basin,  lifr  rickers. 

|  equipment  rental,  ond 

instructions  if 
desired! 

J  Also  o  Goss 
j)  Country  ski 
|  package  ovoiloble 
I  Jon. — Mor, 

"  Outstanding  evening 
*  Bible  study  provided. 
*or  you  moy  plon  your 
^own.  For  reservations 
y  ( S 1 5 . 00  per  person  deposit) 
'  or  information  on  packages. 

_  ^contact  Gloriero  Baptist  Conference 
Center,  Box  8.  Gloriero.  NM.  87535 


We  Can  Help  Make  Your 
Development  and  Promotion  Programs 
Come  Alive  in  '85! 


AGENCY  SERVICE 

(A  Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Communications  Council) 

It  may  be  one  of  the  “best  kept  secrets”  that  for  12  years  we  have 
designed,  developed,  and  produced  successful  promotional  programs 
of  professional  quality  —  in  print,  film,  and  sound  —  for  boards,  agen¬ 
cies,  and  institutions  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  at  prices 
well  below  those  charged  by  conventional  advertising  agencies. 

•  Annual  Conferences  •  Local  Churches 

•  Children’s  Homes  •  Schools  and  Colleges 

•  Retirement  Homes  •  Seminaries 

•  Boards  of  Pensions  ‘Hospitals 

Now,  in  a  new  association  with  the  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
we  have  strengthened  our  service  capabilities. 

Address  inquiries  to: 


Jack  McGee 
P.O.  Box  7127 
Dallas,  Texas  75209 
Phone:  (214)741-2698 


Don  Small 
P.O.Box  660275 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 
Phone:  (214  )  630-6495 
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‘Evangelical’  looks  to  ’85  politics 


National  leader  says  prospects  dim  for  many  desired  actions 

ment,  said  rnncirpccmnn]  approval 


j  By  WILLMARTHORKELSON 
For  Religious  News  Service 
MINNEAPOLIS  —  An  official  of  the 
i  National  Association  of  Evangelicals 

•  (NAE)  says  it  is  unlikely  that  Congress, 
]  at  its  coming  session,  will  send  down  a 

human  life  amendment  to  the  states  to 
;  ratify. 

j  And  prospects  for  action  on  voluntary 
l  school  prayer  and  tuition  tax  credits  also 
:  appear  dim,  according  to  Forest  Mont- 
\  gomery,  counsel  for  the  association’s 
\  office  of  public  affairs. 

J  He  gave  “an  insider’s  view’’  of  1985 

•  politics  at  a  “Day  on  the  Hill”  seminar 
J  here  sponsored  by  three  organizations  of 
}  evangelicals:  the  Berean  League  of  Min- 
■  nesota,  the  Greater  Minneapolis  Associa- 
;  tion  of  Evangelicals,  and  the  Greater  St. 
:  Paul  Association  of  Evangelicals. 

;  Mr.  Montgomery,  a  lawyer  who  once 
served  with  the  U.S.  Treasury  Depart- 


From  Religious  News  Service 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  One  week  after  he 
delivered  a  major  sermon-address  “of¬ 
fering  hope  and  encouragement  in  a 
world  of  growing  despair,”  Bishop 
Herbert  W.  Chilstrom  was  preparing  for 
,  the  funeral  of  his  son  Andrew,  18,  who 
shot  himself. 

In  the  midst  of  funeral  preparations,  a 
.newspaper  reporter  called  the  bishop  for 
.  comment  about  the  tragedy. 

He  got  none  because,  as  the  bishop 
,  later  explained  in  a  letter,  the  newspaper 
had  failed  to  cover  the  ecumenical  ser- 
.  vice  on  All  Saints  Sunday  in  the  St.  Paul 
Cathedral  at  which  he  spoke. 

“I  cannot  describe  my  grief,”  Bishop 
Chilstrom,  head  of  the  Minnesota  Synod, 
Lutheran  Church  in  America,  wrote  to 
the  Minneapolis  Star  and  Tribune.  “Nor 
can  I  comprehend  all  of  Andrew’s  mo- 
.  tives  for  taking  his  own  life.  As  with  all 
who  die  in  this  violent  way,  he  had  per¬ 
sonal  reasons  for  committing  suicide. 

“But  he  is  only  one  of  thousands  of 
young  adult  men  and  women  who  are 
doing  the  same.  Are  they  doing  so  be¬ 
cause  they  live  with  so  little  hope  for  the 
future?  Are  they  putting  guns  to  their 
heads  because  they  see  a  world  putting 
an  ever  more  powerful  gun  to  its  head? 

Bishop  Chilstrom  then  demanded  that 
the  newspaper,  “out  of  a  deep  sense  of 
moral  obligation,”  publish  both  his  letter 
and  his  Cathedral  address. 

“Thoughtful  people  will  see  that  there 
is  indeed  a  connection  between  what  I 
said  on  one  Sunday  and  what  Andrew  did 
on  the  next,”  the  bishop  wrote. 

On  Nov.  25,  the  Star  and  Tribune  ac¬ 
ceded  to  Bishop  Chilstrom’s  request  and 
devoted  nearly  half  of  its  commentary  page 
to  reprinting  his  letter  and  sermon-address. 

War-area 
,  children 
j  tour  U.S. 

From  Lutheran  Council  News 
5  NEW  YORK  —  A  two-week  tour  of  36 
}  children  from  war-torn  countries  around 
^  the  world  ended  with  a  church  service 
1  here  recently  in  which  the  children  told 
;  their  stories  of  terror  and  violence,  but 
•>  also  shared  their  hopes  for  peace  and 
*  justice. 

i  “Despite  our  cultural,  political  and  re- 
l  ligious  differences  we  are  cooperating 
>  and  understanding  each  other,"  said 
?  David  Imbili,  a  17-year-old  Lutheran 
?  from  Namibia.  “Maybe  we  children 
?  should  become  the  leaders  so  we  can 

ip  show  adults  how  to  cooperate.” 
s  “Children  of  War  Tour”  consisted  of 
groups  of  six  children  visiting  more  than 
36  cities  throughout  the  United  States 
describing  their  experiences  at  schools, 
churches  and  synagogues. 

The  tour  was  organized  by  the  Re- 
j  ligious  Task  Force,  an  interfaith  group 
\  representing  60  religious  groups  and 
I  denominations. 

I  Participants  in  the  tour  came  from  Le- 
^‘banon,  Vietnam,  Nicaragua,  Northern 
{T  Ireland,  West  Germany  and  South 
‘  Africa,  among  other  countries. 

;  Young  Imbili  lives  under  a  heavy  South 
;  African  military  presence  in  Modessa 
^township,  near  Swakowpmund  in 
western  Namibia.  He  said  he  has  seen 
l !  “much  violence  and  many  killings.” 

; ;  Speaking  before  an  audience  of  about 
J!  400  at  the  Community  Church  of  Man- 
\ :  hattan,  where  participants  gathered  to 
\ '  celebrate  the  end  of  the  two-week  tour, 
he  charged  that  the  “superpowers,” 

» !  which  he  termed  the  United  States,  Bri- 
;;  tain,  France  and  Germany,  are  “ignor- 
Ji  ing  the  language  of  peace  by  sending 
; :  arms  to  South  Africa  which  kill  and 
•  oppress  us.” 

j:  Tour  members  Annette  Stevens,  19, 

• ;  and  her  brother  Dan,  16,  related  how  they 
•  ;  have  suffered  directly  under  the 
j;  apartheid  system  in  South  Africa.  Their 
■  father,  the  Rev.  Richard  Stevens,  is  a 
]■  theologian  who  has  been  harassed  and 
•  imprisoned  for  his  stand  against 
apartheid.' 

Other  tour  members,  such  as  17-year- 
;!>  old  Arn  Chorn  of  Cambodia  (Kampu- 
'  chea ) ,  grew  up  surrounded  by  violence. 

■ ;  When  he  was  9  years  old  his  family  was 
<  killed  when  the  Khmer  Rouge  took 
;  power.  He  was  taken  to  a  labor  camp 
'  where  he  witnessed  more  killings. 

“One  human  life  meant  nothing,  and 
;  those  that  did  not  die  all  lived  at  the  very 
vi  edge  of  death.  We  were  always  half- 
starved,"  he  said. 


of  a  human  life  amendment  does  not 
appear  “politically  possible.” 

New  justices  likely 

He  indicated  he  felt  the  greatest  hope 
for  reversing  the  1973  Roe.  vs.  Wade  deci¬ 
sion  which  legalized  abortion  would  be 
through  appointment  of  new  justices  to 
the  Supreme  Court  by  President  Reagan. 

“If  he  appoints  justices  of  the  Sandra 
Day  O’Connor  ilk,  the  course  of  the  law 
can  be  changed,”  he  said,  pointing  out 
that  the  court  often  changes  earlier 
opinions. 

He  noted  that  by  the  time  Mr.  Reagan 
leaves  office,  five  of  the  current  justices 
will  be  80  or  almost  80.  He  also  said  that 
the  court  “has  shown  a  more  conserva¬ 
tive  heart  recently.” 

Asked  whether  there  was  a  chance  for 


In  his  talk,  the  bishop  told  how  de¬ 
pressed  he  became  on  a  trip  to  East  and 
West  Germany  in  September  in  seeing 
“the  overwhelming  presence  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  on  both  sides  of  the  Iron  Curtain. 

“Jet  planes  and  helicopters  screamed 
overhead,”  he  said.  "The  Autobahn  was 
clogged  with  military  vehicles  on  all 
sorts  of  maneuvers.  All  of  it  served  as  a 
grim  reminder  that  buried  in  those  beau¬ 
tiful  German  hills  on  both  sides  of  the 
border  are  scores  and  scores  of  missiles, 
all  poised  to  rain  terror  and  death  on 
humans  and  on  the  Earth  itself  in  a 
matter  of  minutes.” 

Bishop  Chilstrom  questioned  whether 
Americans  are  living  in  a  fool’s  paradise 
and  observed:  “It  is  a  matter  we  would 
rather  ignore.  It  would  be  so  much  easier 
to  deal  with  the  smaller  injustices  of  the 
world  and  to  ignore  the  one  great  injus¬ 
tice  —  nuclear  annihilation  —  that  puts 
an  end  to  all  hope 

‘Bread’ trial 
brings  proof 
to  parable 

By  CARL  CAHILL 

Religious  News  Service  Correspondent 

NORFOLK  -  The  Rev.  R.  L.  Kay 
cast  his  bread  upon  the  waters  last 
September  and,  late  in  November, 
watched  it  return  as  profit  from  clean 
windows,  raked  lawns,  and  divinity 
fudge. 

Guided  by  the  Biblical  parable,  the 
minister  surprised  his  congregation  at 
Glad  Tidings  Assembly  of  God  Church  by 
passing  out  $1,000  worth  of  crisp  $2  bills 
in  the  collection  plate.  He  asked 
members  of  the  church  to  take  as  much 
as  they  wished  but  to  invest  it  in  some 
business  venture.  The  proceeds  would 
help  build  a  church  in  Jamaica. 

Johnsie  Garret  bought  some  ingre¬ 
dients  to  make  candy  with  the  $2  she 
drew  from  the  plate  and,  two  months 
later,  turned  in  $82  from  selling  peanut 
butter,  chocolate  and  divinity  fudge. 

Blanche  Tatem  cleaned  windows  in 
three  homes.  Eloise  Payne  fixed  softshell 
crab  and  clam  chowder  dinners  at  $5  per 
plate.  Heidi  Reynolds,  13,  raked  lawns 
and  baby-sat. 

The  total  returned  to  the  church: 
$13,901. 

The  project  started  when  a  member  of 
the  congregation  donated  500  of  the  $2 
bills.  The  minister  quoted  from  the 
passage  in  Matthew  in  which  a  master 
gave  money  to  three  servants  and  told 
each  to  multiply  it  according  to  his  abil¬ 
ities.  One  buried  his  money  while  the 
other  two  invested  wisely,  according  to 
the  parable. 

At  Glad  Tidings,  one  woman  took  $2, 
crocheted  door  knob  covers,  and  sold 
them  for  $85.  A  boy  removed  $2  from  the 
collection  plate  and  sold  $8  worth  of  soft 
drinks  at  a  garage  sale. 

“A  young  man  called  from  North  Caro¬ 
lina  last  night,”  Kay  said.  “He  took  what 
was  left  in  the  collection  plate  and  in¬ 
vested  it  in  the  business.”  His  $184  invest¬ 
ment  grew  to  $650. 

After  the  service,  some  members  said 
that  making  money  was  easy.  Eloise 
Payne  raised  $185  at  a  seafood  dinner  for 
18  people,  and  they  urged  her  to  stay  in 
business. 

Blanche  Tatem,  who  cleaned  windows, 
said  she  had  no  trouble  finding 
customers.  “I  had  to  turn  some  down.  ” 

Mrs.  Kay  said  the  funds  will  help  build 
a  church  in  Savanna  LaMar,  Jamaica, 
for  a  poor  congregation  of  about  100. 


Dear  Deborah: 

We  moved  six  months  ago  to  a  new 
town  and  we  have  been  attending  a 
church  of  a  different  denomination  than 
before.  We  are  wondering  whether  we 
can  join  this  church  and  need  help 
thinking  it  through. 

We  are  attracted  to  the  church  by  the 
obvious  Christian  commitment  of  the 
people,  by  the  warmth  of  the  fellowship 
and  the  way  they  have  accepted  us.  But 
we  are  turned  off  by  their  attitudes  to¬ 
ward  matters  that  we  have  always  con¬ 
sidered  important. 

In  short,  they  have  raffles  to  raise 
funds,  they  have  bridge  clubs  where  they 
play  for  money  (the  amount  of  money  is 
ridiculously  small  but  seems  important 
to  their  enjoyment  of  the  game),  they 
serve  alcoholic  drinks  at  church  meet- 


the  voluntary  school  prayer  amendment 
to  pass  Congress,  Mr.  Montgomery  re¬ 
sponded:  "Quito  candidly,  no." 

He  pointed  out  that  the  amendment  re¬ 
ceived  56  votes  in  the  Senate  during  the 
last  session,  11  votes  short  of  the  two- 
thirds  needed.  He  said  that  in  the  House, 
the  proposal  was  referred  to  the  House 
judiciary  committee  which  he  described 
as  "the  graveyard  for  anything  remotely 
religious.” 

He  said  “a  lot”  of  Democratic  and  Re¬ 
publican  House  members  would  refuse  to 
sign  a  petition  seeking  to  get  the  legis¬ 
lation  discharged  from  the  committee. 

Mr.  Montgomery  said  the  fact  that,  at 
the  last  session,  Congress  passed  the 
equal  access  act,  giving  student  religious 
groups  access  to  public  school  facilities, 
had  taken  some  of  the  pressure  off  the 
drive  to  get  a  school  prayer  bill  enacted. 


“Sitting  here  in  the  congregation  to¬ 
night,”  he  said,  “are  some  whose  liveli¬ 
hoods  depend  on  a  direct  link  with  the  de¬ 
fense  industry.  Many  of  those  dollars  flow 
into  the  offering  plates  in  our  churches. 
No  one  is  free  of  this  ubiquitous  web.” 

Asking,  “Is  there  any  way  to  break  the 
web?”  the  bishop  said:  “My  answer  is  an 
emphatic  ‘yes.’  Christians  are  not  known 
for  giving  up.  History  shows  that  Chris¬ 
tians  are  at  their  best  when  everything 
else  is  at  its  worst.  When  others  have 
given  up,  it  is  the  Christians  who  say :  We 
will  find  a  way  through  the  darkness.” 

He  said  Christians  must  “pray  and  work.  ” 

While  Roman  Catholics  go  on  pil¬ 
grimages  to  Rome  and  Lutherans  to  Wit¬ 
tenberg,  there  is  one  pilgrimage  that 
they  and  all  Christians  can  take  together, 
the  bishop  concluded. 

That  pilgrimage,  he  said,  is  “to  Jeru¬ 
salem,  to  the  foot  of  the  cross  and  the 
door  of  the  empty  tomb.  Here  we  can 
stand,  grasping  the  hands  of  one  another 
and  testifying  to  the  world  with  one  voice. 

“We  believe  that  God  still  loves  the 
world  He  created.  We  believe  that  the 
future  is  in  His  hands.  And  because  we 
believe,  we  will  work  and  pray  —  and  we 
will  have  hope  in  Him.  ” 


ings  in  their  homes  .  .  .  None  of  this  we 
approve  of.  We  ask  ourselves,  what  is 
most  important?  Will  we  be  out  of  line  if 
we  say  how  we  feel?  Can  we  be  comfort¬ 
able  in  this  congregation? 

A1  and  Mabel 

Dear  Al  and  Mabel: 

If  there  is  another  church  you  can 
join  where  the  activities  are  more  to 
your  liking  why  not  do  so?  You  will 
save  yourself  a  lot  of  decisions. 

However,  if  this  is  the  church  of 
your  choice,  make  up  your  minds  to 
be  accepting  of  other  people's  be¬ 
havior  and  do  not  join  with  the  idea 
of  "reforming"  everyone  to  your 
view.  You  can  pick  and  choose  your 
own  activity  so  that  you  participate 
only  in  that  which  you  find  pala- 


“If  the  Supreme  Court  —  and  I  do  not 
expect  it  —  were  to  strike  down  the  equal 
access  act,  my  answer  (about  whether  a 
voluntary  school  prayer  bill  could  pass 
Congress )  would  be  different,"  he  added. 

Tax  credit  push  likely 

In  answer  to  another  question,  Mr. 
Montgomery  said  he  had  been  told  by  a 
former  White  House  official  that  the 
Reagan  administration  plans  to  push  a 
measure  that  would  give  tax  credits  to 
parents  of  students  enrolled  in  non-public 
schools.  Such  a  measure  is  endorsed  by 
the  association  of  evangelicals,  Mr. 
Montgomery  said. 

Even  a  modest  amount  of  tax  credits 
would  be  difficult  to  pass  because  of  the 
huge  budget  deficit,  which,  he  said, 
would  be  “an  overriding  consideration.” 

He  expects  that  a  proposed  equal 
rights  amendment  will  be  introduced 
again  into  Congress  but  said  it  faces  “a 
very,  very  tough"  road  because  its  pro¬ 
ponents  will  not  accept  modifications 
stating  the  amendment  would  not  guar¬ 
antee  a  right  to  abortion. 

He  noted  that  ERA  lost  by  six  votes  in 
the  House  in  the  last  session  and  that 
voters  in  the  November  election  chose  10 
new  House  members  who  would  oppose 
an  unamended  ERA. 

Mr.  Montgomery  said  an  attempt  will 
be  made  to  amend  the  Civil  Rights  Act, 
particularly  the  exemption  which  the  law 
grants  to  religious  organizations. 

He  dismissed  the  possibility  of  passage 
of  gay  rights  legislation  in  Congress.  As  a 
practical  matter,  “it  has  no  real  constit¬ 
uency”  and  should  not  be  of  too  much 
concern  to  evangelicals,  he  said. 

The  last  election,  Mr.  Montgomery 
said,  “was  remarkable  for  its  emphasis 
on  religion  in  politics.  Although  the  issue 
got  thoroughly  confused,  what  came  out 
is  an  awareness  by  the  public  that 
religion  counts  and  that  people  have 
deeply  felt  needs  and  value  systems  that 
are  not  being  addressed. 

“Certainly  we  see  the  beginning  of  an 
awareness  by  evangelicals  and  others 
that  they  need  to  register  to  vote, 
and  to  become  active.  We  are  to  be  the 
salt  of  the  earth.  What  an  opportunity 
and  obligation  we  have!  ” 


table. 

Perhaps  after  you  have  been 
faithful  members  for  a  long  time 
and  the  opportunity  arises  to  do  so  in 
love,  you  can  express  your  feelings 
on  these  matters.  You  may  want  to 
talk  this  over  with  the  pastor  before 
you  join.  You  may  want  to  try  to 
understand  the  background  of  the 
choice  of  church  activities,  etc.  and 
why  it  differs  to  such  an  extent  from 
your  own.  Good  luck! 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 
orah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,”  P.  O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Bishop  links  son  9s  suicide  to  world  tension 


Dear  Deborah 

Should  we  join  this  church  if. . .? 


College  singers  feature  carols 
JACKSON,  Tenn.  —  Christmas  pudding  was  on  the  menu  recently  when 
singers  at  United  Methodist-related  Lambuth  College  here  staged  their 
annual  Madrigal  Feaste.  Similar  seasonal  events  are  popular  at  many 
church-related  schools,  and  most  events  feature  singing  of  traditional 
carols  as  well  as  lesser-known  ones  from  medieval  times. 

PIIOTO  BY  TERRY  BIVENS 


Nativity  scenes  become 
subjects  of  divisions 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service  Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Creches  have  tradition¬ 
ally  been  used  to  convey  the  Christmas 
message  of  peace  and  goodwill  among  all 
people.  Increasingly,  as  constitutional 
questions  about  separation  of  church  and 
state  are  raised,  they  have  become 
symbols  of  division. 

Perhaps  the  most  publicized  and  con¬ 
troversial  church-state  court  case  this 
year  was  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court’s  5-4 
ruling  last  March  involving  a  municipal 
Nativity  scene.  The  case,  known  as 
Lynch  v.  Donnelly,  upheld  the  right  of  the 
city  of  Pawtucket,  R.I.,  to  include  a 
creche  in  a  municipally  sponsored 
Christmas  display  on  private  land. 

The  ruling  marked  the  first  time  the 
high  court  has  permitted  the  official 
display  of  a  symbol  that  is  explicitly  and 
exclusively  Christian.  But  the  wording  of 
the  decision,  and  the  specifics  of  the 
case,  drew  both  controversy  and  ques¬ 
tions  from  religious  leaders  and  legal 
scholars  alike. 

Hostility  forbidden 

Chief  Justice  Warren  Burger  stated  in 
the  majority  opinion  that  the  Constitution 
“affirmatively  mandates  accommoda¬ 
tion,  not  merely  tolerance,  of  all  reli¬ 
gions,  and  forbids  hostility  toward  any.” 
But  he  also  stated  that  the  Supreme 
Court  was  unwilling  to  be  “confined  to 
any  single  test  or  criterion  in  this  sensi¬ 
tive  area.” 

The  court  noted  that  the  Pawtucket 
creche  was  displayed  with  secular 
Christmas  symbols.  In  that  context,  it 
said,  the  purpose  was  to  depict  “the  his¬ 
torical  origins  of  this  traditional  event 
long  recognized  as  a  national  holiday.” 

Both  Christian  and  Jewish  groups  criti¬ 
cized  the  ruling.  The  Rev.  Dean  Kelley, 
director  for  religious  and  civil  liberty  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches,  com¬ 
plained  that  “to  take  the  most  sacred 
symbols  of  one  religious  group  and  desa- 
cralize  them  as  just  one  more  in  a  row  of 
secular  folk  symbols  like  Santa  Claus 
and  Rudolf  the  Red-Nosed  Reindeer  is  a 
great  loss  to  the  religious  groups  that 
consider  those  symbols  sacred.  ’’ 

Seymour  D.  Reich,  chairman  of  the  na¬ 
tional  civil  rights  committee  of  the  Anti- 
Defamation  League  of  B’nai  B’rith, 


said  the  ruling  was  “a  divisive  decision 
because  it  provides  official  sanction  for 
the  religious  beliefs  of  one  faith  over  that 
of  other  citizens.” 

But  the  ruling  was  also  praised  in  some 
quarters.  Msgr.  Daniel  F.  Hoye,  general 
secretary  of  the  U.S.  Catholic  Confer¬ 
ence,  said  the  decision  “appears  to  af¬ 
firm  the  reasonable  view  that  govern¬ 
ment  can  accommodate  the  interests  of 
its  citizens  in  this  matter  without  doing 
violence  to  any  constitutional  prin¬ 
ciples.” 

Battle  continues 

Most  Jewish  organizations  feel  govern¬ 
ments  should  not  sponsor  any  religious 
displays,  whether  creches  or  menorahs. 
They  are  doing  battle  on  two  new  fronts, 
a  second  case  before  the  Supreme  Court 
and  the  National  Park  Service’s  plan  to 
include  a  creche  in  the  federal  Christmas 
display  in  Washington  this  year. 

The  new  case  before  the  high  court, 
McCreary  v.  Stone,  involves  the  effort  of 
a  private  group  to  place  a  creche  on 
public  property  —  the  opposite  of  the 
Pawtucket  situation.  Also  different  is  the 
fact  that  the  municipality  in  this  case, 
the  village  of  Scarsdale,  N.Y.,  is  opposed 
to  the  display. 

The  Scarsdale  display  had  been  put  up 
every  year  between  1956  and  1981,  when 
the  town  trustees  voted  4-3  to  deny  the 
private  creche  committee’s  annual  re¬ 
quest.  The  local  chapter  of  the  American 
Jewish  Congress  had  objected  to  the 
scene  for  years,  and  five  Christian 
congregations  offered  to  display  the 
scene  on  their  property . 

But  the  creche  committee  insisted  that 
the  Nativity  scene  be  displayed  on  public 
property.  Marvin  Schwartz,  the  group’s 
attorney,  noted  that  it  had  always  been 
accompanied  with  a  sign  explaining  that 
it  was  put  up  and  maintained  by  the  pri¬ 
vate  committee.  Last  June,  a  federal 
appeals  court  ruled  unanimously  that  the 
village  must  permit  the  private  spon¬ 
sorship  of  the  scene.  The  case  was  then 
appealed  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

The  American  Jewish  Committee  and 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  have 
joined  in  a  brief  opposing  the  Scarsdale 
creche,  asserting  that  it  is  “unmis¬ 
takably  and  unalterably  religious,  indeed 
doctrinal  in  nature.” 


History  of  Hymns 

Father’s  challenge  led 
to  writing  of  ‘Joy’  hymn 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Joy  to  the  world!  the  Lord  is  come: 
Let  earth  receive  her  King ; 

Let  every  heart  prepare  him  room. 
And  heaven  and  nature  sing. 

Isaac  Watts  grew  up  in  Southhampton, 
England,  and  as  a  youth  complained  of 
the  dullness  of  the  psalm  singing  in  the 
church  services.  His  father,  a  deacon 
challenged  him  to  write  something  bet¬ 
ter,  and  thereby  inspired  his  efforts  at 
hymn  writing.  He  eventually  produced 
697  hymns. 

The  poetic  versions  of  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  psalms  that  were  sung  in  the 
churches  at  the  turn  of  the  18th  century 
seemed  unsuitable  and  inappropriate  to 
Watts.  The  New  Testament  church,  he 
felt,  should  sing  in  the  spirit  and  fervor  of 
the  New  Testament  rather  than  the  Old 
Testament. 

So  he  set  about  making  new  poetic  ver¬ 
sions  of  the  150  psalms  and  published 
these  in  1719  under  the  title  “The  Psalms 
of  David  Imitated  in  the  Language  of  the 
New  Testament.” 

In  this  collection,  “Joy  to  the  World” 
was  given  as  the  poetic  version  of  the  last 
six  verses  of  the  98th  psalm,  whose  open¬ 
ing  verse  is,  “O  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new 
song.”  The  psalm  is  a  song  of  rejoicing 
for  the  greatness  of  God  and  the  mar¬ 
velous  ways  he  has  protected  and  re¬ 
stored  his  children.  Because  of  this,  the 


psalmist  calls  on  the  whole  creation,  man 
and  nature  alike,  to  celebrate  in  the 
singing  of  a  new  song. 

In  Watts'  poetic  version,  this  becomes 
a  song  of  praise  for  the  salvation  of  God’s 
people,  which  began  when  God  became 
flesh  in  Bethlehem.  In  four  brief  stanzas. 
Watts  brings  a  fresh  interpretation  of 
this  psalm  portion. 

For  more  than  120  years,  this  hymn 
was  sung  to  numerous  tunes  which  fit  its 
poetic  structure  ("common  meter"). 
Then,  in  1839,  Lowell  Mason,  a  New  Eng¬ 
land  music  educator,  published  in  Boston 
a  tune  that  has  become  indelibly  asso¬ 
ciated  with  these  words.  He  indicated 
that  it  is  “from  Handel,"  for  he  borrowed 
two  musical  phrases  from  Handel’s 
“Messiah." 


Poem  of  the  week 

Those  visitation  blues  ; 

By  BOB  CARLIN  SCHREFFLER 

They  came  to  church;  they  expected 
me 

To  call  on  them.  I  did. 

They  came  again,  but  only  once, 

And  then  I  think  they  hid. 

Is  that  the  way  the  game  is  played, 

A  case  of  “tit  for  tat?” 

The  seminary  taught  me  much, 

But  no  one  mentioned  that! 
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Board  of  Directors 


Reverend  James  L.  Adams,  Chairman 

1618  Dudley  Lane 

Bossier  City,  Louisiana  71112 

Phone:  318-747-2171;  868-0178 

Reverend  Garland  Dean 

500  Cox  Street 

Bastrop,  Louisiana  71220 
Phone:  318-281-1369 

Earl  Cefalu,  Jr.,  Secretary 

P.O.  Box  806 

Amite,  Louisiana  71422 

Phone:  5C4-748-8138 

Thomas  Knight 

320  Austin 

Bogalusa,  Louisiana  70427 
Phone:  504-732-9400 

Mike  John,  Jr.,  Treasurer 

P.O.  Box  1152 

Monroe,  Louisiana  71201 

Phone:  318-323-2014 

Reverend  Calvin  Lapuyade 
P.O.  Box  3119 

Lafayette,  Louisiana  70508 
Phone:  318-981-2088 

Reverend  Raymond  Crofoot 

Superintendent  Properties 

Vinton,  Louisiana  70668 

Phone:  318-589-3782 

Ms.  Jane  Pardue 

P.O.  Box  41 

Vivian,  Louisiana  71082 
Phone:  318-3784412 

Lewis  Love,  Superintendent 

Ruston  Properties 

P.O.  Box  1219 

Ruston,  Louisiana  71273-1219 

Reverend  Larry  Robertson 
P.O.  Box  148 

Clinton,  Louisiana  70722 
Phone:  504-683-5472 

Charles  F.  Bean 

500  LaBauve  Avenue 

Plaquemine,  Louisiana  70764 

Phone:  504-687-3504 

Reverend  Tracy  Arnold 

2727  Jackson 

Alexandria,  Louisiana  71301 
Phone:  318443-5695 

From  The  Chairman 


We  now  have  thirty-two  homes  and  a 
six  unit  apartment  complex,  providing 
homes  for  61  persons.  Another  home  is 
under  construction  in  Ruston.  We  also  own 
property  in  the  Lake  Charles  District. 
These  properties  are  valued  in  excess  of 
$1,922,000.  This  is  truly  a  unique  ministry 
in  our  conference.  It  has  been  made 
possible  over  the  31  years  because  of  the 
generosity  of  the  people  in  Methodism 
through  our  state. 

The  ‘Pardue  Home’  in  Vivian  was  built 
this  past  year.  It  was  made  possible  with 
the  help  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Vivian.  The  home  was 
dedicated  in  June  with  Dr.  Odell 
Simmons,  Shreveport  District  Superin¬ 
tendent,  presiding.  Reverend  and  Mrs. 
Bob  Carter  now  occupy  this  lovely  home. 

We  are  grateful  to  Reverend  W.  E. 
Nolan  and  the  congregation  of  First 
Church,  Vivian  for  their  wonderful 
contribution.  It  was  just  a  dream  to  begin 
with  —  but  now  it  is  a  reality.  Special 
thanks  goes  to  Mr.  Tom  Pardue  and  Miss 
Jane  Pardue  for  donating  two  lovely  lots 


for  the  building;  and  to  the  building 
committee:.  Maurice  Bauer,  Chairman, 
Roy  Bennett,  Beverly  Caldwell,  Charles 
Caldwell,  Willie  Hartline,  Howard 
Kibler,  Eugenia  Miles,  Jane  Pardue,  and 
Reverend  Nolan. 

The  ground  breaking  service  for  the 
new  home  in  Ruston  was  held  on 
September  30.  This  home,  located  at  the 
corner  of  Redbud  and  Hull  Streets  in 
Ruston,  is  being  built  for  Dr.  &  Mrs. 
Doug  McGuire.  It  is  being  built  by  the 
Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board  and  Dr. 
&  Mrs.  McGuire.  The  McGuires  are 
personally  donating  more  than  half  the 
price  of  the  home.  This  home  will  be  the 
property  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  but  it  will  be  the  home  of  Dr. 
&  Mrs.  Doug  McGuire  as  long  as  they  live 
or  desire  to  live  there.  This  is  a  wonderful 
thing  that  the  McGuire  family  is  doing.  It 
is  hoped  that  more  ministers  of  our 
conference  will  think  toward  retirement 
and  talk  to  us  about  a  partnership  in 
building  a  retirement  home.  We  offer  a 
special  thanks  to  the  T.  L.  James 


Mrs.  Alonzo  Campbell 
1616  Eighth  Street 
Alexandria,  Louisiana  71301 
Phone:  318-442-2979 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Cochran 
Route  3,  Box  3-C 
Rayville,  Louisiana  71269 
Phone:  318-728-3395 

Joe  Crouch 
407  Pine  Grove  Drive 
Pineville,  Louisiana  71301 
Phone:  318443-2772 


Dr.  Henry  Blount,  Cabinet 
Representative 
P.O.Box  929 
Ruston,  Louisiana  71273 
Phone:  318-251-2690 

Life  Honorary  Member 
Miss  Elizabeth  Langford 
1607  North  Fifth  Street 
Monroe,  Louisiana  71201 


Made  at  the  dedication  service  of  the  ‘Pardue  Home  in  Vivian.’  Left  to  right:  James 
L.  Adams,  Chairman;  Mike  John,  Jr.,  Treasurer;  Odell  Simmons,  Shreveport 
District  Superintendent;  William  Nolan,  Vivian  Pastor. 


Memorials  For  1983-84 

TO: 

FROM: 

Reverend  J.  B.  McCann 

Mrs.  Gladys  H.  Norris 

Marc  McKnight 

Lora  C.  Golden  { 

Reverend  Paul  Durbin 

Ruston  District  Parsonettes  j 

Lewis  B.  Gannaway 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Gannaway 

Mrs.  Ida  Love 

Don  &  Mary  Wineinger  j 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  I.  E.  Baker 

Harris  &  Elizabeth  Miller  ( 

W.  T.  Valentine 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  P.  E.  Dixon 

Lyman  Gladney 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  M.  Noble,  Jr. 

Ernest  Mickal 

Odette  Mickal 

Ernest  Mickal 

Lydia  Mickal 

Rev  &  Mrs.  J.  P.  Bonnecarrere 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  D.  B.  Bonnecarrere 

Verna  D.  Driskill 

Mrs.  Virginia  M.  Guillot 

Waymon  L.  Duncan 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  L.  Duncan 

Mrs.  Lea  Broussard 

Mrs.  D.  Crawford  Young 

Reverend  J.  B.  Grambling 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  F.  B.  Waters 

Reverend  J  .  B.  Grambling 

Myrtle  E.  Oliphant 

Reverend  I.  W.  Hickham 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  I.  W.  Hickham 

George  Compster 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  V.  P.  Jolley 

Robert  H.  Smith 

Mrs.  Robert  H.  Smith 

Reverend  John  B.  Shearer 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Claude  E.  Barron 

Ruston  District  Parsonettes 

Mrs.  Mildred  Harrison 

Reverend  &  Mrs.  Eskel  Tatum 

Edwin  H.  House 

Gran  Chenier  UM  Church 

William  Denton 

Mrs.  Martha  Grace  Denton 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  B.  J.  Rone 

Mrs.  Ida  Love 

Edrith  Smith  Wesleyan  Group  j 

McGuire  Congregation 

Mrs.  Lois  Carroll 

McGuire  Congregation 

Mrs.  Louise  Horton 

McGuire  Congregation 

Mrs.  Katy  Hebert 

McGuire  Congregation 

Mrs.  Myrtie  Mangum 

McGuire  Congregation  j 

Reverend  Frank  Stage 

Shreveport  District  Parsonettes 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Nelson  Orr 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thurman  Allen 

Cy  &  Mary  Glover  J 

James  B.  Geraughty 

Suzanne  F.  Connelly 

Ava  Alford 

Ruston  District  Parsonettes 

Harold  Demanade,  Jr. 

Will  | 

Honorariums  For  1983-84 

TO: 

FROM: 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Luman  Douglas 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  W.  Mazzeno,  Sr.  ! 

Amy  Michelle  Williams 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  F.  Justiss,  Jr. 

Reverend  &  Mrs.  Otis  Spinks 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Hanks 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Bryson  D.  Jones 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Kenneth  B.  Jones,  Sr.  i 

Evelyn  P.  Coats 

C.  S.  &  Eloise  C.  Lester 

Dorothy  Allen 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  F.  A.  Earle 

Reverend  Jack  Midyett 

Mr  &  Mrs.  C.  M.  Noble,  Jr.  J 

Special  gift 

William  Henning 

Present  Occupants  of  RM  Homes 


Ministers’  Home 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

Alexandria  Reverend  &  Mrs.  Fred  Flurry  (7) 

Natchitoches  Reverend  &  Mrs.  Abe  Conerly-  (4) 

Pineville  Mrs.  George  W.  Da meron  (24) 

BATON  ROUGE-HAMMOND  DISTRICT 

Amite  Reverend  &  Mrs.  Will  Finnin  (7) 

Baton  Rouge  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Luman  Douglas  (13) 

Baton  Rouge  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Dana  Dawson  ( 10) 

Hammond  Reverend  &  Mrs.  Glen  Messer  (3) 

BATON  ROUGE-LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

Lafayette  Mrs.  Robert  Bentley  (16) 

Lafayette  Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon  '  (3) 

Franklin  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Albert  Hurley  ( 10) 

Plaquemine  Reverend  &  Mrs.  S.  Percy  Emanuel  (5) 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

Moss  Bluff  Own  property 

Westlake  Reverend  &  Mrs.  Cecil  Mims  ( 1 ) 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

Rayville  Mrs.  A.  A.  McKnight  (15) 

Rayville  Reverend  &  Mrs.  Jack  Midyett  (8) 

Monroe-St.  Paul’s  Reverend  &  Mrs.  Isaac  Patton  (3) 

West  Monroe  Reverend  Joe  Robinson  ( 8 ) 

NEW  ORLEANS-HOUMA  DISTRICT 

Aurora  Gardens  Mrs.  A1  Smith  ( 14 ) 

NEW  ORLEANS-SLIDELL  DISTRICT 

Slidell  Reverend  &  Mrs.  Jim  Ailor  (8) 

Ponchatoula  Reverend  &  Mrs.  Burl  Dampier  (4) 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

Minden  Mrs.  Paul  Durbin  .  (16) 

Minden,  Lakeview  Reverend  &  Mrs.  Lewis  E.  Milem  (4) 

Homer  Reverend  &  Mrs.  Cleburne  Qua  id  (6) 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 
Ruston : 

Duplex  Reverend  &  Mrs.  Frank  Lankford  and  daughter  ( 11 ) 

Home  Reverend  &  Mrs.  Roy  Garrett  (3) 

Home  Reverend  &  Mrs.  Otis  Spinks  ( 19 ) 

Home  Mrs.  Ralph  Cain  (9) 

Apartments: 

I  Mrs.  Fredna  Akin  (1) 

II  Reverend  Alvin  Mayo’s  son  (5) 

III  Mrs.  Crotwell’s  daughter  (5) 

IV  Mrs.  Claude  Crotwell  (3) 

V  Mrs.  Obera  Fader  (3) 

VI  Mrs.  Wilson  Watson  (14) 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

Belcher  Reverend  &  Mrs.  Fred  Schwendimann  (5) 

Bossier  City  Mrs.  Poerter  M .  Caraway  ( Relocated )  ( 22 ) 

Bossier  City  Mrs.  Pearl  B.  McKay  (Relocated)  (17) 

Bossier  City  Mrs.  Leon  Scott  and  Larry  (Relocated)  (7) 

Mansfield  Reverend  &  Mrs.  George  Harbuck  (6) 

Vivian  Reverend  &  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Carter  ( 1 ) 


Occupants  pay  a  maintenance  fee  of  41  per.  sq.  ft.,  but  not  to  exceed  25%  of  the 
occupant’s  income. 


Memorials  and  Honorariums 


When  you  make  a  contribution  to  this 
ministry  it  is  a  very  nice  way  to  express 
your  feelings  to  your  loved  ones  and 
friends.  It  is  a  lasting  gift.  Lovely 
certificates  are  mailed  as  gifts  are 


received.  All  memorials  and  honora¬ 
riums  are  filed  in  a  leather  book  for  per¬ 
manent  records.  This  book  is  on  display 
at  the  Apartment  Complex  and  is  to  be  on 
display  at  Annual  Conference. 


Contributions  in  1983 


Your  total  contributions  for  the  year 
ending  1983  were  $52,639.34.  This  includes 
individual  gifts,  church  gifts,  and  the 
Good  Samaritan  offering.  It  also  includes 
$24,000,  a  one  time  gift.  On  behalf  of  the 


Board  of  Directors,  the  occupants  of  the 
homes,  and  the  Annual  Conference,  let 
me  express  sincere  thanks  and  appre¬ 
ciation. 


Made  at  the  dedication  service  of  (he  ‘Pardue  Home  in  Vivian.’  Left  to  right:  Jane 
Pardue  and  Tom  Pardue.  They  donated  the  double  lot. 


Ground  breaking  service  for  the  ‘McGuire  Home  in  Ruston.’  Left  to  right:  Mabel 
and  Doug  McGuire  and  James  L.  Adams. 


Company  for  donating  the  lot. 

A  great  amount  of  repairs  have  been 
done  on  the  homes  throughout  the 
conference:  new  roofs,  new  paint  jobs, 
heating  and  air-conditioning.  Some  of  the 
ministers  are  generous  enough  to 
personally  take  care  of  needed  repairs 
and  we  appreciate  this.  The  New 
Orleans-Houma  team  took  care  of  the 
repairs  on  the  home  in  New  Orleans.  On 
June  23,  1984  much  needed  im¬ 
provements  were  made  on  the  home  in 
New  Orleans.  The  team:  Reverend  Ed 
Parks,  Dr.  Byrl  Moreland,  Reverend 
Ray  Spiller,  Superintendent  Bill  Blakely 
and  laymen  from  the  Algiers,  Aurora  and 
Gretna  churches  turned  out  and  did  all 
the  work.  Reverend  Blakely  remarked 
that  this  would  be  a  good  project  for 
other  churches  in  the  conference  —  to 
‘adopt’  one  of  the  retirement  homes. 


If  your  church  or  organization  needs  a 
speaker,  members  of  the  Retired 
Ministers  Homes  Board  will  be  glad  to  be 
with  you.  We  can  provide  speakers  for 
Sunday  services  or  any  organization. 
Call  1-318-747-2171,  or  868-6178. 

We  have  requests  for  52  homes  over  the 
next  12  years.  Your  gifts  will  make  it 
possible  for  us  to  provide  these  homes. 
You  can  help  by:  1)  Urging  your  church 
to  assist  in  the  building  of  a  home, 
2)  Donating  properties,  3)  Personally 
joining  the  Board  in  the  building  of  a 
home,  4)  Donating  stocks,  bonds,  lands, 
or  cash,  5)  Making  contributions  as 
MEMORIALS  or  HONORARIUMS, 
6)  Remember  this  work  in  your  prayers. 

Many  of  the  occupants  sent  in 
Editorials  this  past  year  and  we  want  to 
share  some  of  them  with  you. 

James  L.  Adams,  Chairman 


Comments  From  the  Occupants 


Mrs.  Mack  Bentley  in  Lafayette  — 
“Words  cannot  express  my  deep 
appreciation  for  the  privilege  of  living  in 
a  retired  minister’s  home.  I  am  deeply 
grateful  for  having  two  bedrooms.  When 
my  children  or  grand-children  visit  me,  I 
have  a  spare  bedroom  for  them.  As  we 
get  older  we  look  forward  to  visits  from 
our  family  more  than  anything  else.  . 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Albert  S.  Hurley  in  Franklin 
—  “On  a  bright  day  in  early  October, 
1974,  exactly  ten  years  ago,  we  moved 
into  this  house,  a  few  days  after  the 
builders  had  completed  their  task.  It  was 
a  welcomed  experience  of  living  in  a 
dwelling  never  before  occupied,  and 
which  after  a  decade,  has  had  no  other 
occupants.  Truly,  we  are  grateful'  to  the 
local  congregation  and  to  the  Retired 
Ministers’  Homes  Board  for  the  privilege 
that  has  been  granted  us. 


Mrs.  P.  M.  Carraway  (Minnie  Merle) 
in  Bossier  City  —  “I  want  to  say  a  big 
‘thank  you’  to  everyone  for  this 
wonderful  work  in  seeing  that  we  have 
these  three  lovely  homes  here  on  East 
Meadow  Drive  in  Bossier  City.” 

Reverend  &  Mrs.  Fred  S.  Flurry  in 
Alexandria  —  “Clarence  and  I  wish  you 
to  know  how  very  grateful  we  are  for  the 
privilege  of  living  in  the  beautiful  home 
in  Alexandria.  This  home  is  a  credit  to 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and  to 
First  UM  Church  whose  lay  persons 
helped  to  provide  for  its  construction.” 

Mrs.  George  Dameron  in  Pineville  — 
“What  a  privilege  and  a  blessing  it  has 
been  to  live  in  one  of  the  RMH!  My 
husband  and  I  moved  into  the  home  in 
Pineville  in  May  1960.  During  the  24 
years  I  have  lived  here,  it  has  been  a 
haven  of  love,  friendship,  rest,  and 
comfort.” 


Ground  breaking  service  for  the  ’McGuire  Home  in  Ruston.’  Doug  McGuire,  Mike 
John,  Jr.,  and  James  L.  Adams. 


A  view  of  the  ‘Pardue  Home  in  Vivian’ 


I  would  like  to  contribute  $  fon.  the  building  of  home 4  fo* 

our  RETIRED  MINISTERS  and  WlVOOJS  by  The  Retired  Minister*  Home* 
Board,  The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

AS  A  MEMORIAL  TO _ _ 

MAIL  THE  CERTIFICATE  TO _ 

AT  THIS  AWRESS _ _ 

MY  NAME  IS _ _ 

MY  CHURCH  IS _ PASTOR _ 

VISTRICT  DATE 


AS  AN  HONORARIUM  TO _ 

MAIL  THE  CERTIFICATE  TO _ 

AT  THIS  AWRESS _ 

My  NAME  IS _ 

MV  AWRESS  IS _ _ 

My  CHURCH  IS _ PASTOR _ 

VISTRICT _ VATE _ 

RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOMES  BOARD,  INC. 
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Rhone:  747-2171,  868-0178 
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The  Bishop’s  Corner 


W.I.B.R.  radio  station  of  Baton  Rouge  presented  the  La.  Conference  staff 
with  a  holiday  office  party  to  help  celebrate  the  Christmas  season.  In  the  above 
photo,  Greg  Rambin,  of  W.I.B.R.  presented  Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  with  a 
Kleinpeter  doll.  Free  egg  nog  was  contributed  along  with  cake  and  coffee. 

A  Blessed  Season 

pit  at  Christmas. 

However,  Billye  and  I  are 
especially  mindful  of  each  of  you  at 
this  Christmas.  We  wish  that  we  could 
send  a  more  formal  greeting  to  you, 
but  we  wish  for  you,  your  family,  and 
the  church  where  you  worship,  the 
blessed  good  tidings  of  great  joy  as  we 
celebrate  the  birth  of  Christ.  We  will 
pause  Christmas  Sunday  and 
Christmas  Eve  to  say  a  special  prayer 
for  you  as  you  worship  in  your  places 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference. 


The  two  high  and  holy  seasons  of  the 
church  year  are  Christmas  and 
Easter.  Every  minister  and  every  lay 
person  ought  to  be  especially  sensitive 
to  the  opportunities  for  spiritual 
blessings  that  are  available  at  these 
times. 

It  seems  strange  to  be  sitting  in  a 
pew  this  Christmas.  A  minister  does 
not  realize  the  thrill  of  Christmas  as  a 
pastor  until  that  privilege  is  removed. 
Several  of  you  were  sensitive  enough 
to  my  trauma  to  invite  me  to  share 
your  pulpit,  but  I  firmly  believe  that  a 
pastor  should  be  in  his  or  her  own  pul- 


The  Conference  Office  will 
be  closed  from  noon  Friday, 
Dec.  21  through  Wednesday, 
Dec.  26. 


International  Lesson  Series 


The  Meaning  of  Life 


By  DR.  DONALD  G.  EMLER 
John  1:1-18 

Christmas  Sunday  begins  our  17  week 
study  of  John:  The  Gospel  of  Life.  Life 
will  be  a  major  theme  through  the  book. 
The  events  of  Jesus’  public  ministry,  his 
teachings,  and  his  crucifixion  and 
resurrection  assure  his  disciples  today, 
as  in  John’s  time,  that  belief  in  Christ 
will  result  in  new  life.  John  wants  his 
readers  to  know  Jesus  as  he  has  known 
the  Savior.  The  Gospel  does  more  than 
tell  about  Jesus,  it  seeks  to  introduce  us 
to  the  Son  of  God  in  order  that  we  might 
believe  on  him  and  receive  eternal  life. 

The  Prologue  (1:1-18)  like  an  overture 
to  a  great  symphony  sets  forth  the 
themes  to  be  developed  by  John.  Some  of 
the  themes  are  the  pre-existent  Christ 
who  is  at  one  with  the  Father  and  is  the 
creative  agent.  The  light  of  the  world  is 
contrasted  to  the  darkness.  The  light 
which  Jesus  brings  both  shows  things  as 
they  truly  are  and  serves  as  a  guiding 
light.  The  Christ  is  also  the  source  of  true 
life  and  the  nature  of  this  life  is  revealed 
in  the  incarnation.  The  incarnation 
basically  means  that  God  became  a 
human  being  in  the  person  of  Jesus 
Christ;  “The  word  became  flesh  and 
dwelt  among  us'  ’  ( 1 : 14) . 

John’s  Gospel  proclaims  the  eternity  of 


•  •  •  •  BULLETIN  •  •  •  • 

First  UMC  Shreveport  Pastor  Appointed 

Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  announced  late  Monday  night  the 
appointment  of  Dr.  John  E.  Fellers  as  Senior  Pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  effective  January  10. 

Dr.  Fellers,  49,  is  Senior  Pastor  of  the  St.  Paul  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Houston,  a  prominent  congregation  near  Rice  University 
where,  according  to  Bishop  Underwood,  he  has  had  an  outstanding 
ministry  for  the  past  nine  years. 

More  details  will  follow  in  next  week’s  Louisiana  United  Methodist. 


Consultation  Requires  Churches  to  Covenant 


“Resolved  that  the  16th  Plenary  of  the 
Consultation  of  Church  Union  approves 
this  text  and  asks  the  participating 
churches  to  recognize  it  as  an  expression 
of  the  apostolic  faith  —  an  anticipation  of 
the  church  uniting  which  the 
participating  bodies  .  .  .  wish  to  become 
and  a  sufficient  theological  basis  for  the 
covenanting  acts  and  the  uniting 
process.’’  By  unanimously  adopting  this 
theological  document  the  nine 
denominations  at  the  Baltimore  Plenary 
of  the  Consultation  on  Church  Unity  took 
a  giant  step  forward  in  the  process  of 
uniting.  This  historic  vote  took  place  on 
Friday,  November  30. 

The  consultation  is  composed  of  the 
United  Methodist,  Episcopal, 


Presbyterian,  Disciples,  UCC,  AME, 
AME-Zion,  CME,  and  Community 
Churches. 

The  doctrinal  statement  which  was 
approved  and  sent  to  the  Churches  for 
response  provides  the  theological 
foundation  for  the  Churches  to  covenant 
together  and  later  unite.  The  other  steps 
required  for  the  Churches  to  covenant 
are  a  consensus  on  church  order  and 
worship.  Proposed  documents  on  these 
two  subjects  were  received  for  further 
study. 

A  response  from  the  Churches  to  these 
three  documents  is  requested  by  June 
1986.  Following  a  subsequent 
Consultation  Plenary  and  approved  by 
the  governing  bodies  of  each 


Kinder  and  Basile  Youth 
Complete  Chrismon  Project 

The  United  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  of  the  Kinder  and  Basile 
Churches  have  just  completed  a  project 
of  making  Chrismons  for  use  in  the 
sanctuary  of  the  Kinder  church  during 
Advent  (on  the  left). 

The  youth,  who  have  just  been  re¬ 
activated  are  also  collecting  food  and 
Christmas  presents  for  the  needy.  Mrs. 
Barbara  Beaver  is  the  youth  coordinator 
and  Rev.  Frank  Chlastak  is  the  pastor. 


Our  Christmas  Card  To  You 

CJhe  Joy  and  “Peace  of  the  Christ  Child  £ 
“Be  Pours  NoW  and  Border. 


Christ  while  it  tells  of  his  historical 
coming.  There  is  no  beginning  and  no  end 
to  the  ministry  of  Jesus.  Unlike  in 
Matthew  or  Luke,  there  is  no  birth  story 
in  John.  And,  unlike  Mark  who  opens  the 
ministry  of  Jesus  as  the  Christ  with  the 
Baptism,  John  declares  that  from  the 
beginning  the  Christ  (the  Word)  was  with 
God  and  was  God’s  creative  agent. 
Throughout  Jesus’  ministry  the  theme 
will  be  developed  as  Jesus  describes 
his  oneness  with  “the  father.” 

However,  the  Incarnation  does  not  only 
reveal  the  divine  nature  of  Jesus;  an 
original  purpose  of  the  Gospel  was  to 
prove  the  humanity  of  Jesus  (1:14).  An 
early  Christian  heresy  called 
Gnosticism  separated  the  spirit  (good) 
from  the  body  (evil),  and  declared  Jesus 
was  only  divine.  The  heresy  could  not 
believe  God  would  become  flesh  which 
was  evil.  John,  however,  proclaims  that 
humanity  is  good,  and  that  God  dwelt  in 
human  life  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ. 
This  balance  of  human  and  divine 
natures  of  Jesus  has  been  the  faith  of  the 
church. 

The  incarnation  involves  more  than  the 
birth  of  Jesus ;  it  is  the  whole  revelation  of 
Jesus  that  continues  to  his  crucifixion 
and  resurrection.  We  are  a  people  of  both 
Christmas  and  Easter. 


Jurisdictional  Executive 
Director  to  Be  Named 


Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce,  Executive 
Director,  The  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
announced  to  the  Executive  Committee 
in  session  November  29, 1984,  his  intent  to 
retire  September  30,  1985.  Dr.  Bruce  has 
served  as  Executive  Director  of  the 
Jurisdiction  since  June  1,  1973.  Previous 
to  this  appointment,  he  had  served  as  a 
pastor.  District  Superintendent  and 
Conference  Council  Director  in  the 


of 


Northwest  Texas  Annual  Conference 
Applications  for  the  position 
Executive  Director  may  be  secured  from 
the  Jurisdiction  office,  6155  Samuell 
Blvd.,  Dallas,  TX  75228,  telephone 
214/321-7077.  Deadline  for  receiving  the 
applications  in  the  Jurisdiction  office  is 
January  2,  1985.  Applications  should  be 
mailed  to  the  Jurisdiction  office, 
Attention,  S.  Duane  Bruce. 


Louisiana  Well  Represented 
At  SCJ  Training  Event 


Nineteen  persons  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  one  of  the  largest 
delegations  participating  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction’s  Joint  Training 
Event,  traveled  to  the  Executive  Inn  in 
Dallas  for  the  December  6-8  meeting. 

After  each  General  Conference,  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  in 
cooperation  with  the  general  agencies  of 
the  church  and  the  Jurisdictions,  holds 
five  Joint  Training  Events  for  the  new 
quadrennium.  At  Dallas,  the  General 
Conference  designated  missional 
priority,  “Developing  and  Strengthening 
The  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church:  For 
Witness  and  Mission,”  was  highlighted. 

Dr.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  General 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship, 
presided  over  the  plenary  sessions,  with 
worship  experiences  led  by  ethnic 
pastors.  Staff  members  from  each  of  the 
general  boards  and  commissions  made 


presentations  in  their  individual 
workshops. 

Reports  from  the  sharing  sessions 
indicated  that  in  almost  all  areas 
Louisiana  was  among  the  leaders  in 
outstanding  programming,  according  to 
Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  Conference 
Council  Director,  who  led  the  Conference 
delegation. 

Those  attending  from  Louisiana  were: 
Dr.  Williamson,  John  Braden,  Elwood 
Fleming,  Woodrow  Smith,  Henry  Blount, 
Charles  Simmons,  Betty  Rowell, 
Grayson  Watson,  Don  Cottrill,  Rupert 
Cole,  Roger  Lanham,  Tim  Lawson,  Peter 
Harrington,  Nancy  Carruth,  Lonnie 
Sibley,  David  Trickett,  Walter  Brock, 
Don  Morgan  and  Ray  Branton. 

In  addition  to  some  for  whom  flight 
was  a  necessity,  vans  from  West  Monroe 
and  Baton  Rouge  along  with  a  car  from 
Lake  Charles  transported  the  Louisiana 
program  group  to  Dallas. 


denomination,  it  is  expected  that  a 
formal,  covenanting  process  can  take 
place  by  1995.  The  uniting  process  has 
been  developing  for  20  years.  It  is 
expected  that  the  full  process  will  take 
another  20  years. 

The  covenanting  process  is  not  an 
arbitrary  approach  to  church  union.  It  is 
“living  our  way  toward  unity.”  It  is 
“throwing  a  bridge  across  a  chasm.” 
Covenanting  is  understood  as  a  process 
already  in  progress.  It  is  not  marriage, 
but  is  a  pre-nuptial  agreement. 

Dr.  Paul  Crowe  of  the  Disciples 
summed  up  the  thinking  of  the  250 
delegates  when  he  said,  “The  time  has 
come  for  us  to  move  from  consultation, 
conversation,  and  study  to  actions  that 
express  our  commitment  to  church 


unity.” 

The  proposed  church  order  calls  for  a 
mutual  recognition  of  members,  a 
mutual  recognition  of  clergy,  the  mutual 
acceptance  and  fellowship  at  Holy 
Communion,  claiming  the  theological 
document,  engaging  in  common  mission 
and  evangelism,  and  the  formation  of 
councils  of  oversight.  The  councils  of 
oversight  will  provide  the  most  visible 
and  significant  sign  that  the  churches  are 
together. 

Bishop  Ben  Oliphint,  native  of 
Louisiana  and  former  pastor  in 
Louisiana,  is  Chairman  of  the  United 
Methodist  delegation.  The  Rev.  James  L. 
Stovall,  Director  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference,  was  consultant 
at  the  plenary  session. 


Bishop  Marshall  Gilmore,  left,  is  the  Chair  of  the  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
delegation  and  CME  Bishop  at  Shreveport  of  the  45th  Episcopal  District.  Also,  he  is  a 
vice-chairperson  of  COCU.  Bishop  Donald  G.  Ming,  shown  on  the  right,  is  from  the  8th 
Episcopal  District  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  New  Orleans. 
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Conference  Calendar 

JANUARY,  1985 

Call  to  Prayer  and  Self-Denial,  Jan. -March  (Choose  any  period  in  these 
months) 

License  to  Preach  School,  FUMC,  Baton  Rouge  &  Trinity,  Ruston 
Workshop  for  Teachers  of  Young  Children  in  Small  Church,  Napoleon 
Ave.  Church,  New  Orleans,  9:00. 

Multi-Staff  Seminar,  Pastors  of  Churches  with  membership  over  1,000 
7-10  Council  on  Evangelism  Meeting,  Holiday  Inn-on-the-Lane,  Columbus, 
Ohio. 

7-11  January  Study  Week,  Centenary 

8  “My  Job  Training"  Event,  New  Orleans/Slidell  District  FUMC  New 
Orleans  7:00-9:00  p.m. 

“My  Job  Training”  Event,  New  Orleans/Slidell  District,  FUMC 
Covington  7:00-9:00  p.m. 

Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  “My  Job  Training,”  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette 
6:00-9:00  p.m. 

License  to  Preach  School,  FUMC,  Baton  Rouge  &  Trinity,  Ruston 
Workshop  for  Teachers  of  Young  Children  in  the  Small  Church, 
Winboume  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  9:00  a.m. 

“My  Job  Training”  Event,  Lake  Charles  District  2:30-5:30  p.m. 

15-18  District  Audits 

19  License  to  Preach  School,  FUMC,  Baton  Rouge  &  Trinity,  Ruston 
19  Workshop  for  Teachers  of  Young  children  in  the  Small  Church,  Oak 
Park  Church,  Lake  Charles  9:00  a.m. 

20.-23  Cabinet  Retreat,  Biloxi,  MS 

20- 27  Louisiana  United  Methodist  subscription  campaign 

21- 25  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity 

24-26  Convocation  of  Boards,  FUMC,  Baton  Rouge 
25  CFA  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  10:00  a.m. 

25  Annual  Conference  Executive  Session,  8:00  p.m.  FUMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

26  Council  on  Ministries  Mtg.,  FUMC  Baton  Rouge  9:00  a.m. 

26  License  to  Preach  School,  FUMC,  Baton  Rouge  &  Trinity,  Ruston. 

27  UMW  Sunday 

29-30  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  Annual  Assembly,  11:00  a.m.  Jan. 
29-Noon  Jan.  30,  Catholic  Life  Center,  Baton  Rouge,  Ecumenical 
Worship  Service,  Mt.  Zion  First  Baptist  Church  on  East  Blvd. 

Deadline  for  District  Committees  to  Recommend  Candidates  for 
Probationary  Membership 

1  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  “My  Job  Training.”  FUMC  Denham  Springs 
7:00-9:00  p.m. 

FEBRUARY,  1985 

1  “Discover  Centenary”  Lake  Charles,  Alexandria  Districts 

1  &  2  UMW  Conf.  Mid- Year  Executive  Committee  Meetings,  Bunkie 

1-3  New  Orleans-Houma/New  Orleans-Slidell  Bi-District  Laboratory 
School,  Munholland  UMC  New  Orleans 
1-28  In-Parish  Visit  of  both  1st  and  2nd  yr.  Candidates  for  Full  Connection 

2  License  to  Preach  School,  FUMC,  Baton  Rouge  &  Trinity,  Ruston 
Ministers  Week,  S.M.U. 


30 
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8  “Discover  Centenary”  New  Orleans-Houma  &  New  Orleans-Slidell. 
8-10  Sr.  High  Retreat,  Caney  Conference  Centre,  Minden  (7  p.m.  on  8th- 
Noon  on  10th) 

License  to  Preach  School,  FUMC,  Baton  Rouge  &  Trinity,  Ruston 
Pre-Retirement  Workshop,  Headquarters  Building  Area  Meeting 
Room,  10:00  a.m. -4:00  p.m. 

Centenary  Church  Council,  Shreveport,  9:00-1:00 
Annual  Progress  Report  will  be  sent  to  all  Probationers 
License  to  Preach  School,  FUMC,  Baton  Rouge  &  Trinity,  Ruston 
Human  Relations  Day  Offering 
18-22  Brotherhood  Week 

22-24  UMW  Christian  Disciplines  Workshop-Bellemont,  B.R. 

23  License  to  Preach  School,  FUMC,  Baton  Rouge  &  Trinity,  Ruston. 

24  First  Sunday  in  Lent 

26  Legislative  Liaison  Committee,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  Cabinet  Room 
10:00a.m. 


Spiritual  Journey  For  Sr.  High 

The  Senior  High  Retreat,  set  for  February  8,  9,  10,  1985,  has  as  its  theme,  "What 
Path  Are  You  Taking?"  During  the  time  at  Caney  Conference  Centre  they  will  embark 
on  a  spiritual  journey  that  could  become  a  road  map  for  life. 

Registration  forms  and  brochures  will  be  arriving  in  the  hands  of  District  and  Local 
Church  Youth  Coordinators  right  after  the  first  of  the  year.  Mark  your  calendars  and 
begin  making  your  plans  now  for  a  big  trip. 

Laboratory  School  Set  For  New  Orleans 

The  first  full  Laboratory  School  to  be  held  in  Louisiana  in  several  years  is  set 
for  New  Orleans  on  February  1,  2,  3,  1985,  at  Munholland  United  Methodist 
Church.  Lab  School  is  the  best  and  most  comprehensive  form  of  teacher 
training  in  our  program  of  Christian  Education.  An  outstanding  staff  has  been 
selected.  Instructors  will  be:  Pre-school,  Lylln  Craig;  Lower  Elementary, 
Dorlis  Glass;  Upper  Elementary,  Larry  Lewis;  Jr.  High  Youth,  Willis  Dear; 

Youth,  Don  Cottrill;  Young  Adult,  Nolan  Holcomb;  and  Adult,  Jack 

Williams. 

Further  information  may  be  obtained  from  Dr.  David  Trickett,  Tulane 
U-ersity  United  Methodist  Center,  7102  Freret,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 
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Here  I  Stand 


Christmas:  A  ‘love  story’  almost  too  good  to  be  true 


This  season,  like  most  in  recent  years, 
has  had  its  share  of  Christmas-related 
stories  on  TV  and  in  bookstores  —  every¬ 
thing  from  “A  Christmas  Carol”  to  "The 
Grinch  Who  Stole  Christmas.”  Most  are 
entertaining  but  only  marginally  related 
to  the  Christian  content  of  Christmas. 
One  familiar  story  —  0.  Henry’s  “The 
Gift  of  the  Magi”  —  is  a  sometimes  over¬ 
looked  exception. 

On  the  surface,  "The  Gift  of  the  Magi” 
is  a  simple  human  love  story.  A  young 
husband  and  wife  are  too  poor  to  buy  the 
Christmas  gift  each  knows  the  other 
eagerly  wants.  Because  they  are  deeply 
in  love,  however,  each  resolves  to  find  a 
way  to  give  the  other  a  desired  present. 

When  the  husband  and  wife  open  their 
gifts  on  Christmas,  they  are  astounded  at 
what  they  find:  The  man  sees  a  chain  for 
the  cherished  watch  he  pawned  to  buy 
combs  for  his  wife’s  hair;  the  woman 
sees  combs  to  adorn  her  hair,  which  she 
had  cut  and  sold  to  buy  the  watch  chain. 
Both  are  amazed  that  their  “heart’s  de¬ 
sire"  had  been  so  incredibly  and  sacrifi- 
cially  answered. 

The  Nativity  narrative  similarly 
should  be  viewed  as  a  “love  story”  be¬ 
tween  God  and  humanity. 

It  is  first  of  all  a  story  about  God’s 
faithful  relationship  with  people  of  little 
hope  who  “walk  in  great  darkness.”  For 
persons  in  New  Testament  times  who  be¬ 
lieved  what  they  saw,  Jesus  was  the  “light 
of  the  world.”  For  us  in  search  of  meaning 
and  hope  in  the  20th  century,  the  story  of 
how  God  "so  loved  the  world”  likewise 
illuminates  our  spiritual  darkness. 

The  biblical  story  of  Christmas  also  is 
a  tale  of  humanity’s  "heart’s  desire” 
being  met.  "The  hopes  and  fears  of  all 
the  years”  were,  and  still  are,  answered 


in  God’s  gift  of  Himself.  Over  the  cen¬ 
turies,  Christians  have  recognized  that 
gift  in  many  forms: 

•  The  experience  of  divine  grace  —  the 
awareness  that  one’s  sins  are  forgiven  by 
One  who  has  chosen  to  dwell  among  us  as 
one  of  us  —  has  transformed  untold  lives 
from  spiritual  emptiness  into  a  fulfilling 
relationship  with  God  and  with  other 
people. 

•  The  spirit  of  reconciliation  that 
comes  from  knowing  God  has  bridged  the 
biggest  gap  of  all  —  between  Himself  and 
humanity.  That  spirit  remains  the  great 


hope  and  impetus  for  those  who  work  and 
pray  for  lasting  peace  in  the  world. 

•  The  ability  to  love  —  as  God  has 
shown  us  by  first  loving  us  —  continues  to 
be  the  most  realistic  basis  for  all  human 
relationships,  beginning  with  our  fam¬ 
ilies  and  extending  to  all  who  share 
planet  Earth. 

In  an  unbelieving  world  it  is  sad  but  not 
surprising  that  many  still  consider  God’s 
gift  too  good  to  be  true.  The  surest  way  to 
convince  others  of  its  truth  is  for  those  of 
us  who  do  believe,  like  the  Magi,  to  re¬ 
spond  actively  and  visibly  to  God’s  pres¬ 


ence  with  our  own  gifts  of  love  and 
gratitude. 

As  Christians,  we  should  continue  to 
retell  among  ourselves  and  to  a  skep¬ 
tical,  suffering  world  the  story  about  the 
birth  of  a  Savior.  The  tale  of  a  mighty 
God  being  born  in  a  lowly  stable  is  as  un¬ 
likely  a  "love  story”  as  anyone  could 
hear  or  tell.  Long  after  popular  stories 
ABOUT  Christmas  have  been  forgotten, 
however,  the  story  OF  Christmas  pre¬ 
dictably  will  still  inspire  lives,  change 
hearts  and  provide  the  most  trustworthy 
fulfillment  for  human  history. 


How  about  a  two-part 
celebration  of  Christmas? 


Fred  Latcham 
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My  Witness 


God  picked  a  good  way  to  enter  the  world 


By  JERIS  E.  BRAGAN 

If  I  were  God  and  I  wanted  to  introduce 
myself  on  a  personal  level  to  humankind, 

I  can  think  of  lots  of  spectacular  ways  to 
do  that. 

A  dramatic  encounter  of  some  kind 
would  have  interesting  possibilities. 
Something  with  spacecraft,  brilliant 
lighting  and  a  choir  with  10  million  an¬ 
gels,  under  the  direction  of  Ed  McMa¬ 
han,  singing,  "Heeeeer’s  the  Lord!  ” 

Now  that  would  have  a  nice  touch, 
don’t  you  think? 

Of  course  millions  of  people  believe 
God  did  something  very  much  like  that  in 
the  Old  Testament  days  when  he  encoun¬ 
tered  Moses  and  his  rag-tag  band  of  re¬ 
cently  freed  slaves  on  Mount  Sinai. 

There  was  a  scene  worthy  of  anybody 
with  a  flair  for  the  dramatic:  eardrum- 
bursting  thunder,  blood-curdling  lightning 
looking  as  though  it  were  alive  and  angry, 
exploding  mountain  tops.  And  the  voice  of 
God  is  heard  over  all  that  racket ! 

The  only  problem  with  this  kind  of 
drama  is  that  it  just  scared  people  right 
out  of  their  turbans  and  sandals.  Appar¬ 
ently,  standing  in  the  direct  presence  of 
the  Almighty  isn’t  an  altogether  comfor¬ 
table  experience  for  people.  We’re  left 
feeling  too  small,  vulnerable  and  ex¬ 
posed  in  such  circumstances. 

Nearly  a  billion  people  around  the 
world  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  an¬ 
other  encounter  they  believe  God  had  with 
humankind  at  this  time  of  the  year  in  the 
birth  of  Jesus  some  2,000  years  ago. 

CBS  newsman  Harry  Reasoner  has 
said  of  Christmas : 

“Almost  nobody  has  seen  God.  But 
everybody  has  seen  babies,  and  most 
people  like  them.  If  God  wanted  to  be 
loved  as  well  as  feared,  He  moved  cor¬ 
rectly  here.  If  He  wanted  to  know  His 
people  as  well  as  rule  them.  He  moved 
correctly  here,  for  a  baby  growing  up 
learns  all  about  people.  If  God  wanted  to 
be  intimately  a  part  of  man,  He  moved 
correctly  here,  for  the  experience  of 


birth  and  familyhood  is  our  most  inti¬ 
mate  and  precious  experience.” 

No  creature  born  on  earth  is  more  de¬ 
pendent,  helpless  and  vulnerable  than  a 
human  baby.  That  God  was  content  to 
enter  human  history  in  this  unexpected 
manner  says  a  lot  about  Him.  It  utterly 
destroys  any  idea  that  God  is  hostile  to¬ 
ward  humankind.  It’s  hard  not  to  love 
and  trust  such  a  powerful  Being  who 
trusted  Himself  within  the  arms  of  the 
human  family  —  with  one  of  us. 

Even  if  I  weren’t  a  Christian,  I  think  I 
would  still  love  the  Christmas  story.  It’s 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


a  dramatic  shot  to  the  human  heart,  with 
magnificent  appeal. 

Somehow  life  is  less  meaningless  when 
we  know  that  the  Lord  of  the  universe  has 
walked  in  our  shoes;  that  He  too  was  an 
outcast,  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land,  be¬ 
trayed  by  those  He  loved,  lonely  and  at 
the  end,  a  convicted  felon,  facing  death 
by  execution. 

I  guess  it’s  a  good  thing  I’m  not  God. 
No  human  being  could  possibly  dream  up 
such  a  wondrous  way  to  say,  “I  am  with 
you!” 

•‘My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 


which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week’s  contributor,  Jeris  E. 
Bragan,  is  a  prisoner  in  Tennessee  State 
Penitentiary,  Nashville,  and  is  editor  of 
the  prison  newspaper,  The  Interim,  in 
which  this  article  first  appeared.  This 
column  won  first  prize  in  the  1983  Ameri¬ 
can  Penal  Press  contest. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


By  FRED  C.  LATCHAM  JR. 

No  one  young  or  old  needs  to  be  re¬ 
minded  it’s  only  a  few  days  until  Christ¬ 
mas!  For  the  young  it  seems  an  eternity, 
and  for  the  rest  of  us  it  will  go  by  in  an  in¬ 
stant.  Why  can’t  someone  do  something 
about  this  discrepancy  in  time? 

This  year  we  had 
a  cold  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing.  Surely  that 
warned  us  that 
Christmas  was  just 
around  the  comer, 
but  most  of  us 
thought  it  was  still 
a  month  away.  Now 
here  it  is,  and  who’s 
ready?  We  were 
going  to  do  our  mailing  early,  get  to  the 
stores  before  the  merchandise  was 
picked  over  and  even  come  up  with  some 
special  gifts  so  our  loved  ones  would  be 
taken  by  surprise. 

Procrastination  is  not  the  main  prob¬ 
lem.  There’s  just  too  much  to  do  at  this 
time  of  year.  It’s  the  busiest  season  in 
every  type  of  retail  store  and  the  same 
for  postal  employees,  policemen  and 
other  government  employees  who  deal 
with  the  public.  We  know  it’s  the  same 
with  people  in  the  printing  trade  —  not 
only  the  pressures  of  larger  newspapers 
with  more  ads  but  everyone  needing  sup¬ 
plies  for  the  year  ahead,  plus  Christmas 
greetings  and  party  invitations. 

What’s  the  answer?  Asking  friends  to 
read  your  Christmas  letter  at  New 
Year’s?  Picking  up  something  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve  so  there  will  be  a  few  packages 
under  the  tree?  Staying  home  from  a 
party  so  the  tree  can  be  decorated? 
There  has  to  be  some  solution. 

How  about  two  Christmases?  The  first 
for  Santa  Claus,  or  maybe  the  second,  be¬ 
cause,  after  all,  we  are  celebrating  a 
birthday.  And  a  few  days  more  for  the 
frantic  rush  could  help,  unless  we  wait 
until  the  first  Christmas  and  then  get 
worked  up  all  over  again. 

Seriously,  how  wonderful  it  would  be  if 
we  did  have  a  three-day  weekend  set 
aside  to  honor  the  birth  of  our  Savior.  We 
could  start  on  Saturday  with  caroling  and 
a  Christmas  watch.  Sunday  would  be  de¬ 
voted  to  church  services  telling  the  story 
throughout  the  land.  There  would  be  no 
distractions.  Football  would  be  banned 
for  the  weekend. 

Monday  would  be  devoted  to  fasting, 
penance  and  meditation.  It  would  be  the 


time  to  remember  friends,  relatives,  shut- 
ins  and  the  poor.  It  would  be  the  day  for 
Christmas  baskets  to  be  delivered.  It 
would  be  the  day  churches  opened  their 
doors  and  served  free  meals  to  all  in  need. 
It  would  be  the  day  for  rejoicing  in  the 
birthandthe  love  spread  around  theworld. 

Then  we  could  go  back  to  our  hectic 
ways.  We  could  indulge  our  youngsters 
with  gifts  from  Santa  Claus.  We  would 
hope  these  days  would  be  at  least  a  week 
apart,  but  how  about  12th  night?  That 
way  even  the  most  rushed  of  us  should 
have  time  to  stop  first  for  Christ  and  then 
for  family  and  friends.  This  Christmas 
day  would  fall  on  a  different  day  during 
the  week,  but  the  first  Christmas  would 
always  be  on  a  Sunday  —  a  blessed  Sun¬ 
day  throughout  the  woVld. 

We  are  suggesting  a  three-day  event 
because  it  would  take  at  least  that  long 
for  some  to  be  able  to  put  Christ  into 
Christmas.  If  all  the  stores  were  closed 
and  everyone  were  gathered  in  places  for 
reverence,  the  feeling  would  rub  off  on 
even  the  most  unfeeling  among  us.  Just 
think  what  could  come  from  such  a  dedi¬ 
cated  weekend.  It  could  be  the  beginning 
of  real  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to¬ 
ward  men. 

Nations  would  have  to  stop  and  look  at 
what  is  important.  If  all  the  world’s 
leaders  would  ask  for  guidance,  we  could 
turn  all  our  energies  to  producing  the  ne¬ 
cessities  of  life.  The  worries  of  a  de¬ 
clining  supply  of  food,  energy  and  other 
resources  could  be  worked  out  among  co¬ 
operating  nations. 

Of  course,  we  have  been  just  indulging 
in  a  dream.  We  cannot  and  will  not  stop 
our  rush  to  seek  the  dollar  and  then  hope 
it  will  bring  us  security  from  want.  We 
will  share  the  love  we  have  in  our  own 
four  walls,  and  many  will  try  to  ease 
some  of  the  pain  they  see  around  them. 

We  do  hope,  however,  that  you  will  find 
the  true  meaning  of  Christmas  in  this 
busy  Christmas  season  and  that  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve  will  find  you  in  the  church  of 
your  choice,  witnessing  one  of  the  most 
special  services  of  the  year.  And  that  you 
will  leave  feeling  a  warmth  in  your  heart 
for  the  child  who  made  this  world  as  good 
as  it  is. 

This  week's  contributor,  Fred  C.  Lat¬ 
cham  Jr.,  is  publisher  of  the  Beeville  Bee- 
Picayune,  in  which  this  article  first  ap¬ 
peared,  and  a  member  of  First  UMC  in 
Beeville,  Texas  (Southwest  Texas  Con¬ 
ference). 
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To  the  Editor  : 

How  grateful  I  am  for  Bishop  Roy 
Sano’s  frank  challenge  to  the  "Good 
News”  people  (see  UMR,  Nov.  2,  9,  23 
and  30).  Perhaps  he  has  been  a  little  stri¬ 
dent,  but  it  is  time  somebody  has  openly 
and  strongly  addressed  the  attacks  on 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

James  Heidinger  II  for  "Good  News” 
accuses  the  bishop  of  “slurs  plunging 
pluralism  to  a  new  low.”  I  have  seen  lit¬ 
tle  evidence  that  Mr.  Heidinger  et  al 
have  ever  sought  anything  but  their  own 
way  of  mission  interpretation  and  are,  in 
fact,  little  interested  in  pluralism.  Estab¬ 
lishment  of  their  own  mission  board  will 
undercut  the  unity  of  the  church  and  pre¬ 
clude  the  possibility  of  real  pluralism. 

Several  years  ago  when  "Good  News” 
and  its  "evangelicals”  began  to  carp 
at  the  Global  Ministries  and  the  UMC  in 
general  for  their  perception  of  a  lack  of 
evangelical  fervor,  I  wondered  if  we 
were  seeing  the  beginning  of  a  schism. 
Give  them  credit,  I  suppose,  for  trying  to 
impact  our  connectional  system  with 
their  ideas  of  correction.  Having  failed  to 
sway  sufficiently  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  General  Conference  to 
their  interpretations,  they  are  ready,  it 
seems  to  me,  to  move  just  one  step  away 
from  schism.  So  be  it! 

Bishop  Sano  has  "called  their  hand.”  It 
is  time  for  “Good  News”  to  stay  in  the 
UMC  or  go  with  their  own  mission  board 
to  another  church.  The  General  Confer¬ 
ence  and  Global  Ministries  have  heard 
them  and  have  not  acted  to  suit  them. 
For  the  good  of  all,  the  “Good  News  evan- 
glicals”  should  go  one  way  or  the  other. 
Stay  all  the  way  in  and  work  for  change, 
or  get  all  the  way  out  and  “do  their  thing.” 
The  status  quo  is  hurting  everybody. 

Earl  D.  Biggers 

Chula  Vista,  California 

Comments  seem  defensive 

To  the  Editor: 

After  carefully  reading  the  verbatim 
comments  of  Bishop  Roy  Sano,  I  am  non¬ 
plussed  that  any  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ence  would  elect  as  spiritual  leader  a 
person  who  is  obviously  so  at  odds  with 
the  evangelical  constituency  of  his  de¬ 
nomination  (which  was  once  its  driving 
force),  so  defensive  against  theological 
debate  and  so  vengeful  in  his  retaliation. 

One  would  have  thought  that  he  would 
have  at  least  shown  more  diplomacy 
after  having  read  his  own  colleagues’  re¬ 
port  on  the  “siege  mentality”  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  (Bishops’ 
Conciliar  Report  on  charges  raised  by 
the  Reader's  Digest  and  “60  Minutes”)  of 
which  he  is  now  a  leader. 

Does  that  mindset  show  the  error  of  be¬ 
ing  more  concerned  about  electing  lead¬ 
ership  on  the  basis  of  demographics 
rather  than  proved  spiritual  gifts  and  de¬ 
monstrated  leadership  ability?  It  is  in¬ 
conceivable  that  a  person  of  such  rank  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  would  stoop 
to  such  tactics  in  legitimate  dispute  as  to 
refer  to  the  "Good  News"  membership 
and  leadership  respectively  as  "those 
who  pay  them  handsomely.”  Does  the 
good  bishop  really  know  what  "they”  get 
paid,  and  has  he  compared  it  with  his 


own  salary? 

It  is  my  sincere  prayer  that  Bishop 
Sano’s  colleagues  counsel  with  him  as 
soon  as  possible  about  the  graces  ex¬ 
pected  from  episcopal  leadership  and 
prevent  what  could  easily  lead  to  a  major 
rupture  in  our  denomination  if  allowed  to 
continue  —  something  that  the  “Good 
News”  movement  has  been  vigorously 
fighting  to  prevent  for  the  past  15  years 
and  that  has  been  credited  even  by  its 
critics  for  saving  thousands  from  fleeing 
to  more  sympathetic  folds.  Or  is  that 
what  Bishop  Sano  really  wants? 

Robert  W.  Helms 
Wilmington,  Delaware 

Help  me;  I’m  confused 

To  the  Editor: 

Will  somebody  help  me  out?  I’m  a  little 
confused.  I’ve  been  wondering  who  has 
been  attacking  whom  in  the  recent  ex¬ 
change  between  Bishop  Roy  Sano  and 
“Good  News.” 

As  a  result  of  rejecting  liberation  the¬ 
ology,  “Good  News”  followers  feel  that 
they  and  other  conservatives  are  not  be¬ 
ing  heard  by  the  church,  especially  by 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
Their  response  to  this  "oppression,” 
strangely  enough,  is  quite  liberational  as 
I  understand  it:  playing  hard  ball  politics 
in  their  struggle  to  be  included  in  the 
church.  Do  these  people  reject  or  accept 
liberation  theology?  I’m  confused. 

On  the  other  hand,  Bishop  Sano  and  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  claim  they 
support  liberation  theology,  taking  the 
side  of  the  oppressed  against  the  oppres¬ 
sors.  Yet  Bishop  Sano’s  vicious  remarks 
hardly  seem  liberating  to  me.  Instead  his 
reluctance  to  further  “coddle”  the  evan¬ 
gelical  view  seems  remarkably  oppres¬ 
sive.  Meanwhile,  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  effectively  frustrated  at¬ 
tempts  by  conservatives  to  be  included, 
forcing  them  to  settle  instead  for  an  al¬ 
ternative  mission  agency.  Shades  of 
apartheid!  Are  these  people  for  libera¬ 
tion  or  against  it?  Again  I’m  confused. 

Now,  if  I  have  this  right,  the  people 
who  reject  liberation  theology  are  really 
practicing  it,  and  the  people  who  oppose 
oppression  are  actually  using  it.  They 
are  each  attacking  each  other,  but  for 
what  I  don’t  know.  It  sounds  to  me  as  if 
they  are  each  attacking  themselves. 

If  someone  could  help  me  figure  this 
situation  out,  I  might  find  it  all  rather 
amusing.  But  somehow  I  doubt  if  I’ll  be 
laughing  about  it.  JonMcCleery 

Bellevue,  Ohio 

Should  I  be  a  missionary? 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  recent  articles  in  the  Re¬ 
porter,  I  had  to  write.  I  am  a  candidate 
for  mission  service  with  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

I'm  wondering  if  anyone  can  help  me 
with  a  few  questions  that  have  been  both¬ 
ering  me: 

(1)  If  I  become  a  missionary,  will  I 
have  to  become  a  political  activist? 

(2)  Will  I  become  a  “blasphemer”  if  I 
don’t? 

(3)  Does  the  United  Methodist  Church 
need  a  person  who  disagrees  with  libera¬ 


tion  theology,  like  me,  or  should  I  apply 
to  another  mission  board? 

William  Winn 
Henning,  Tennessee 

Attitude  arrogant 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  responding  to  the  ongoing  criti¬ 
cism  by  “Good  News”  of  the  Board  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries  for  “espousing  liberation 
theology.”  This  criticism  surfaced  in  the 
United  Methodist  media  again  in  the  re¬ 
cent  exchange  between  Bishop  Roy  Sano 
and  Good  News  editor  James  Heidinger  II. 

I  find  the  attitude  of  “Good  News”  to¬ 
ward  liberation  theology  patronizing  and 
arrogant.  It  is  the  same  attitude  that  has 
been  the  basis  of  oppression  of  Third 
World  countries  by  powerful  nations  of 
the  northern  and  western  hemispheres. 
So  Bishop  Sano’s  perceptions  are  accu¬ 
rate.  Some  Good  News  adherents  are 
participating  in  the  promulgation  of  im¬ 
perialism  by  the  super  powers. 

“Good  News”  apparently  thinks  that 
any  theologizing  done  by  Third  World 
Christians  is  immature,  incomplete  and 
deviant.  After  all,  they  contend,  we  are 
the  ones  who  brought  the  Gospel  to  the 
people  of  these  countries,  and  being  re¬ 
cipients,  they  are  really  not  qualified  to 
develop  an  authentic  theology.  This  atti¬ 
tude  promotes  monologue  rather  than  dia¬ 
logue,  and  monologues  are  very  boring. 

The  historical  realities  in  African, 
Latin  American  and  Asian  countries  are 
the  basis  for  their  theological  meth¬ 
odology  and  content.  If  the  social  and  po¬ 
litical  context  gives  rise  to  a  theology  of 
liberation,  then  it  means  that  Christians 
elsewhere  must  at  least  try  to  understand, 
if  not  affirm,  both  the  process  and  product 
of  their  theologizing.  For  non-Third  World 
Christians  to  impose  a  theology  that  does 
not  relate  to  the  socio-political  realities  of 
Third  World  countries  is  arrogant  at  best 
and  diabolical  at  worst. 

That  is  not  to  say  “Good  News”  is  not 
concerned  about  the  poor  and  oppressed, 
but  the  poor  and  oppressed  are  regarded 
as  objects  of  charity  rather  than  as  peo¬ 
ple  with  dignity  and  power  calling  for  so¬ 
cial  and  political  change. 

“Good  News”  ought  not  to  fear  revolu¬ 
tion.  After  all,  the  Bible  articulates  revo¬ 
lutionary  hopes  and  expectations. 
Mary’s  song  (Luke  1:46-55)  is  quite  revo- 
lutionary.  Lloyd  K.  Wake 

San  Francisco,  California 

Who  is  guilty? 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  Nov.  30  editorials  suggest  that 
“the  raging  dispute”  between  Bishop 
Roy  Sano  and  James  Heidinger  of  the 
“Good  News”  movement  “has  been  gen¬ 
erously  fueled  by  selective  listening  and 
questionable  word  choices  on  both 
sides.” 

I  wonder  who  has  been  "fueling”  the 
fire?  I  have  reviewed  the  articles  in  UMR 
from  Nov.  2,  9  and  23.  No  place  do  I  find  a 
complete  text  of  any  of  the  documents  or 
addresses  mentioned— the  pamphlet  from 
the  new  Mission  Society,  which,  according 
to  your  article,  "criticizes  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  for  embracing  libera¬ 
tion  theology”;  Bishop  Sano’s  speech, 


which  you  tabbed  “a  kind  of  inaugural  ad¬ 
dress”;  the  statement  authorized  by  the 
executive  committee  of  the  unofficial 
“Good  News”  caucus,  which  you  indicate 
“refers  to  the  new  bishop’s  ‘inaugural  ad¬ 
dress’  ” ;  nor  the  text  of  Bishop  Sano’s  call 
for  others  in  the  denomination  to  join  him 
(as  you  report)  in  “uncovering  the  shaky 
foundations  and  flawed  character  of  the 
leadership  of  the  Good  News  movement.” 
What  I  do  find  are  words  and  phrases 
taken  out  of  context  and  reported  as 
though  they  were  missiles  hurled  by  the 
principals  at  one  another. 

Who  stands  guilty  in  the  “war  of 
words”?  Who  has  done  the  “selective  lis¬ 
tening”?  Who  has  made  “questionable 
word  choices?”  How  have  most  of  us,  in¬ 
cluding  the  participants,  I  suspect,  heard 
any  of  this,  except  by  the  “selective  lis¬ 
tening  and  questionable  word  choices"  of 
the  writers  of  the  UMR? 

How  ironic  for  UMR  to  appear  at  this 
moment  as  the  voice  of  charity  and 
clarity,  when  over  the  past  month  you 
may  have  been  the  main  agent  in 
“generously”  fueling  the  fire  of  this 
“raging  dispute”! 

Donald  J.  Cunningham 
San  Francisco,  California 

Another  point  involved 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  following  with  interest  the 
controversy  over  Bishop  Roy  Sano’s 
remarks  and  the  “Good  News”  reply  as 
published  in  the  Nov.  2,  9,  23  and  30 
issues.  I  particularly  appreciated  your 
Nov.  30  editorials.  However,  there  is  one 
facet  of  this  (David  and  Goliath?)  battle 
that  has  not  been  mentioned.  That  is  the 
vast  disparity  of  the  two  combatants  re¬ 
garding  financial  backing,  access  to  press 
and  public  audiences  and  power  base. 

Bishop  Sano  was  speaking  to  a  group 
that  is  supported  by  the  total  UMC  — 
which  is  supported  by  every  layman  in 
every  pew  in  every  church  that  pays  its 
conference  askings,  responds  to  pleas  for 
special  collections  and  in  general  foots  the 
bill  for  the  multi-million  dollar  institution 
that  is  the  UMC.  Not  every  member  who 
pays  these  bills  is  a  supporter  of  liberation 
theology. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  miniscule  (by 
comparison  with  the  UMC)  budget  of  the 
“Good  News”  organization  is  supplied 
entirely  through  the  gifts  and 
subscriptions  of  those  "blasphemous” 
evangelicals  who  believe  that  the  Gospel 
is  being  subverted  and  twisted  on  occasion 
to  serve  human  aims  and  purposes  rather 
than  those  of  Jesus  Christ. 

I  believe  that  this  fact  has  bearing  on 
the  present  controversy  and  should,  in 
the  interests  of  fairness,  be  pointed  out.  I 
will  be  watching  with  interest  for  con¬ 
crete  evidence  of  those  “character  flaws” 
of  the  “Good  News”  leaders  and  also  for 
evidence  of  “coddling”  of  “Good  News” 
(and  all  other  evangelicals)  by  the  UMC. 

Mary  Lou  Maxfield 
Admire,  Kansas 

Editorial  insults 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  little  moral  homily  on  the  truism 
that  “we  all  fall  short  of  the  glory  of 


God  ...”  in  the  Bishop  Sano-Good  News 
stand-off  is  an  insult  to  thdse  who  are  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  current  crucifixion  of 
Christ’s  Body  today  in  Central  America. 

Pluralism  and  inclusiveness  are  im¬ 
portant,  but  the  perimeters  are  limited 
by  truth  and  historic  fact.  "Good  News” 
is  bad  news  when  it  comes  to  sticking 
with  both.  “Good  News”  both  feeds  and 
buys  the  sick  cold  war  ideology  that  in¬ 
sists  on  twisting  historical  facts  to  fit 
their  idea  of  how  things  ought  to  bfc. 
Pilate  tried  to  straddle  the  fence  between 
Jesus  and  his  enemies  and  ended  up  with 
moral  ambiguity. 

Your  fence-straddling  simply  betrays 
the  fact  that  you  have  kept  the  historic 
truth  in  Central  America  at  arm’s  length. 
Only  those  detached  from  the  reality  can 
remain  “objective.”  At  the  end,  in  any 
discussion  of  truth  with  falsehood,  one 
must  finally  take  a  stand.  The  cold  war 
ideology  is  based  on  a  malignant  idea, 
bolstered  by  distortion,  and  aims  at  fra¬ 
tricide.  I  can  no  longer  be  either  plural¬ 
istic,  inclusive  or  neutral  on  this  issue. 

Jack  D.  Heacock 
Austin,  Texas 

Wider  implications  noted 

To  the  Editor : 

Your  two  Nov.  30  editorials  were  excel¬ 
lent  and  timely.  They  have  significance 
not  only  for  the  dispute  between  Bishop 
Sano  and  the  leaders  of  “Good  News”  but 
also  for  many  other  situations  in  our 
churches. 

It  has  long  seemed  to  me  that  we  have 
been  becoming  more  and  more  polarized 
in  the  church  as  a  whole  and  in  our  local 
churches.  More  and  more  people  have 
been  taking  extreme  positions  on  mat¬ 
ters  and  refusing  to  engage  in  any  se¬ 
rious  dialogue. 

To  some  extent  this  problem  has  been 
with  us  for  quite  some  time.  In  fact,  of  all 
the  churches  I  have  served  as  pastor 
through  some  34  years,  I  can  recall  only 
one  or  two  in  which  truly  open  dialogue  in 
a  Christ-like  spirit  was  a  frequent  occur¬ 
rence.  In  those  cases  people  could  openly 
and  candidly  state  their  views  even 
though  those  views  differed  greatly,  and 
yet  they  did  so  in  a  friendly  way. 

In  all  the  other  cases,  the  pattern  has 
been  one  in  which  a  small  number  of  like- 
thinking  people  dominated  the  discus¬ 
sions  and  all  the  others  were  afraid  to 
speak  up.  They  were  afraid  because  they 
had  seen  how  whenever  anyone  ex¬ 
pressed  a  view  different  from  the  domi¬ 
nant  one,  he  or  she  was  pounced  on  (ver¬ 
bally)  and  treated  as  an  infidel. 

I  have  seen  this  happen  as  often  when 
the  dominant  group  was  made  up  of 
“liberals”  as  when  it  was  “conserva¬ 
tive.”  “Liberals”  tend  to  think  they  are 
free  from  sin  in  this  matter,  but  that  is 
really  not  the  case. 

Such  attitudes  are  not  becoming  of  fol¬ 
lowers  of  Christ.  If  we  are  to  be  true 
members  of  the  Body  of  Christ,  we  need 
to  act  like  it!  No  matter  what  our  views 
or  the  views  of  others  may  happen  to  be, 
we  need  to  be  able  to  discuss  them  openly 
and  in  a  Christ-like  way. 

Arno  Hutchinson 
Reynolds,  Illinois 
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Bishops  find  Ethiopia  ‘devastating’ 

Inspection  team  says  food  aid  is  getting  through  to  victims 


,  By  TRACY  EARLY* 

For  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK  -  The  Ethiopian  catas¬ 
trophe  is  only  beginning  and  will  get 
much  worse  unless  aid  is  increased. 
Bishop  Roy  C.  Clark  of  Columbia,  S.C., 
chairperson  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR),  said  on 
returning  from  a  visit  to  Ethiopia. 

“It  is  just  devastating  to  see  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  those  people,’’  he  said.  Estimates 
of  the  number  facing  starvation  have  re¬ 
cently  been  increased  from  six  million  to 
7.75  million,  he  said. 

Bishop  Clark  was  interviewed  Dec.  13 
at  Kennedy  Airport  in  New  York  just  af¬ 
ter  he  returned  to  the  U.S.  He  was  part  of 
an  eight-member  delegation  from  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  relief  and 
development  agency,  Church  World 
Service,  that  left  New  York  Dec.  6, 
reached  Ethiopia  Dec.  8  and  began  its  re- 


W.  T.  Handy 


turn  journey  Dec.  12. 

The  delegation  included  three  other 
United  Methodists:  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  of 
the  Missouri  Area;  Norma  Kehrberg, 
chief  staff  executive  of  UMCOR;  and  the 
Rev.  Isaac  Bivens,  Africa-Europe  sec¬ 
retary  for  the  World  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
Other  participants  represented  other  de¬ 
nominations  or  religious  groups. 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  voted  at  its  semi-annual  meeting  in 
Orlando,  Fla.  Nov.  13-16  to  issue  a  “Bish¬ 
ops’  Appeal  for  Hunger  in  Africa,”  to  be 
launched  Dec.  9  with  a  goal  of  $2.5  mil¬ 
lion. 

Group  saw  child  die 

Bishop  Handy  said  that  although  the 
media  had  done  a  “good  job”  in  bringing 
the  Ethiopian  famine  to  the  attention  of 
the  American  people,  it  could  not  convey 
the  true  “pathos"  that  the  delegation  ex¬ 
perienced  through  its  visit. 

“We  saw  a  kid  die  right  before  our 
eyes,”  Bishop  Handy  said.  “We  saw  so 
many  children  who  were  deformed. 
Some  have  gone  too  far  to  be  rehabilitat¬ 
ed.” 

At  places  visited  by  the  delegation, 
Bishop  Handy  said,  the  food  situation 
seemed  relatively  stable  for  the  present. 
The  food  is  getting  through,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  are  receiving  it,  he  said.  But  he  said 
the  situation  was  expected  to  become 


Financial  analyst  says 
church  coffers  to  lose 
if  tax  revamp  plan  wins 


From  Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  —  Religious  organ¬ 
izations  could  lose  $8  billion  in  contri¬ 
butions  in  1985,  if  a  new  Reagan  adminis¬ 
tration  tax  simplification  plan  is 
approved,  according  to  a  study  unveiled 
by  Independent  Sector,  a  coalition  of 
charitable  organizations. 

Charles  G.  Clotfelter,  economics  pro¬ 
fessor  at  United  Methodist-related  Duke 
University  and  the  study’s  author,  said 
that  religious  groups  are  the  “most  im¬ 
portant”  recipients  of  charitable  giving 
in  the  U.S. 

Under  current  tax  law,  religious 
groups  are  expected  to  receive  $43.8 
billion  in  donations  in  1985,  Mr.  Clotfelter 
said,  out  of  $59.5  billion  given  to  edu¬ 
cation,  medical,  cultural  and  other 
organizations. 

The  Clotfelter  study  has  concluded  that 
religious  donations  would  decline  by  18 
percent  to  $35.8  billion  if  treasury 
recommendations  unveiled  Nov.  28  are 
accepted  by  President  Reagan. 

The  study  was  commissioned  by  Inde¬ 
pendent  Sector,  a  group  representing  600 
charitable  and  business  organizations, 
including  23  major  Catholic,  Protestant 
and  Jewish  groups. 

“I’m  hopeful  that  between  now  and  the 
state  of  the  union  address,  the  president 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  review 
differing  options,”  said  Chris  Milliken, 
head  of  Independent  Sector’s  govern¬ 


ment  relations  committee.  He  said  the 
group  was  forwarding  its  data  and  views 
to  the  administration. 

Mr.  Clotfelter  explained  that  the 
decline  of  donations  would  result  from 
treasury  department  plan  calling  for 
repeal  of  tax  deductions  for  non-item- 
izers  and  a  limit  on  deductible  donations 
and  gifts  of  appreciated  property. 

The  plan  also  proposes  repeal  of  other 
limitations  on  deductions  currently  in  the 
law,  Mr.  Clotfelter  added.  But  he  said 
that  gains  to  charities  in  this  second  set 
of  measures  would  recover  only  4 
percent  of  the  losses  according  to 
treasury  figures. 

“Religious  organizations  are  sup¬ 
ported  mainly  by  low  and  middle  income 
individuals,  whose  loss  of  disposable 
income  bracket  (as  a  result  of  higher 
taxes)  would  likely  show  up  in  reduced 
giving,”  he  said. 

“The  administration  has  shown  a  re¬ 
luctance  to  support  charitable  organ¬ 
izations,  despite  the  president’s  repeated 
statements  in  favor  of  the  voluntary 
sector,”  said  Bob  Smucker,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  Independent  Sector  for 
Government  Relations. 

Among  the  religious  groups  that  are 
members  of  Independent  Sector  are:  the 
B’nai  B’rith  International,  the  National 
Conference  of  Catholic  Charities,  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  and  the 
U.S.  Catholic  Conference. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion 
(25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ad  (10.00 
additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on 
contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 


PECANS  FOR  YOUR  FUND  Raising  Project.  Call 
toll  free  1(800)841-4350,  Orchard  Pecan  Co.,  P.  O.  Box 
727,  Albany.  GA  31702. 


THE  METHODIST  EXCITEMENT  IN  TEXAS:  A 
History  —  A  chronicle  of  the  heritage  left  by  Anglos, 
Blacks,  Hispanics,  Mexicans  and  Europeans  who 
planted  Methodism  in  the  Lone  Star  state.  Send 
(16.95  to  "T.M.H.S.,"  P.  O.  Box  7127,  Dallas,  TX 
75209. 


WANTED:  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER.  Mini¬ 
mum  salary  (18,000.  Strong  Christian  background  re¬ 
quired.  Please  send  resume  to:  The  Good  Samaritan 
United  Methodist  Church,  19624  Homestead  Road, 
Cupertino,  CA  95014,  (408)253-0751. 


CHURCH  IN  GROWING  rural-suburban  area  north 
of  Washington,  D.  C..  with  membership  of  about  800, 
seeking  full  time  Director  of  Christian  Education  to 
coordinate  educational  ministry.  Salary  (16,000 
(negotiable)  with  3  bedroom  home  and  utilities 
provided.  Contact:  Oakdale  Emory  U.M.C.,  3415 
Emory  Church  Road,  Olney,  MD  20832. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR  of  Lake 
Junaluska  Assembly,  the  conference  and  retreat 
center  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction.  Contact  Earl  Wilson, 
President,  Box  67,  Lake  Junaluska.  NC  28745. 
Deadline.  January  15, 1985. 


PIPE  ORGAN  FOR  SALE:  Hillgren-Lane  instru¬ 
ment  with  Schantz  Console.  Can  be  heard  and  in¬ 
spected.  Price  is  negotiable.  United  Methodist  Tem¬ 
ple.  P.  O  Box  3435,  Port  Arthur,  TX  77640. 


WANTED:  FULL  TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for 
1900  member  congregation  in  one  of  the  fastest  grow¬ 
ing  areas  of  Louisiana  —  Great  opportunities.  Send 
resume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church.  433  Er- 
langer  Ave.,  Slidell,  LA  70458. 


THEOLOGY:  CANDLER  SCHOOL  of  Theology. 
Emory  University,  invites  applications  for  the 
position  of  Director  of  Advanced  Professional 
Studies.  This  administrative/faculty  appointment 
entails  leadership  of  the  D.  Min.  and  other  advanced 
professional  degrees,  and  one-half  time  leaching  in 
some  area  of  the  curriculum.  Particular  attention 
will  be  given  to  the  candidates  with  competence 
the  field  of  Church  leadership  and  Administration.  A 
three-year  renewable  term  is  anticipated,  but  both 
term  and  academic  rank  are  negotiable  depending 
upon  the  candidate's  experience  and  qualifications 
Deadline:  February  1,  1985.  Send  resume  or  direct 
inquiries  to  Prof.  Gene  M.  Tucker,  Chair,  Search 
Committee,  Candler  School  of  Theology  ,  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity,  Atlanta,  GA  30322.  Emory  University  is  an 
Equal  Opportunity/ Affirmative  Action  Employer 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  AFTER  January  1,  1985 
Director  of  Christian  Education/Program  Director 
Downtown  church  of  1350  members,  250  Sunday 
School,  8  full-time  staff  members,  growing 
congregation  with  beautiful  facilities.  Salary 
negotiable.  Central  Florida,  near  Disney  World.  For 
information  contact:  Dr.  Jiles  E.  Kirkland,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.  O.  Box  819,  Winter 
Park,  FL  32790. 


furnished  efficiences  (145  week,  (400  four  weeks, 
Clayton  Calhoun,  P.  O.  Box  1138,  Waynes' 

28786,  (704)627-6067 _ 


more  critical  by  February.  There  is  also 
an  urgent  need  for  shelter  and  blankets, 
he  said. 

Bishop  Clark  said  members  of  the  dele¬ 
gations  were  impressed  with  the  way  aid 
already  given  was  being  distributed  by 
the  Ethiopian  government  and  by  volun¬ 
tary  agencies. 

Church  World  Service,  which  serves  as 
the  channel  for  UMCOR  aid  to  Ethiopia, 
works  there  through  the  Christian  Relief 
and  Development  Association  (CRDA),  a 
coalition  of  26  U.S.,  European  and  Ethio¬ 
pian  agencies,  and  through  an  agency  of 
the  Ethiopian  Orthodox  Church.  The 
association  hosted  the  delegation. 

Bishop  Clark  said  an  official  of  the  U.S. 
Agency  for  International  Development 
(AID),  Walter  North,  was  critical  of  the 
Ethiopian  government  in  his  comments 
to  the  delegation.  But  delegation  mem¬ 
bers  felt  the  Ethiopian  government 
agency,  the  Relief  and  Rehabilitation 
Commission,  was  “competent,  well-run 
and  doing  what  it  should,”  the  bishop 
said. 

He  said,  however,  that  the  Ethiopian 
government  lacked  sufficient  resources 
to  deal  with  the  famine  and  would  re¬ 
quire  massive  outside  help.  Although  the 
churches  should  do  as  much  as  they  can, 
he  said,  they,  too,  will  be  unable  to  meet 
the  needs. 

Moral  persuasion  needed 

“One  role  of  the  church  is  to  bring 
moral  persuasion  to  bear  on  govern¬ 
ments,”  Bishop  Clark  said.  “Enough 


NEEDED  IMMEDIATELY:  Registered  nurses  Red 
Bird  Hospital,  Beverly,  KY  40913,  (606)598-5135. 

MISSION  STAFFPERSON:  The  Appalachia  Service 
Project  is  seeking  a  person  for  the  position  of 
"Volunteer  and  Community  Coordinator"  at  its 
home  repair  facility  in  Jonesville,  VA.  Strong 
organizational  and  interpersonal  skills  necessary 
Salary  is  (6,700/year,  including  housing  &  benefits 
Contact  Brian  Rosecrance,  ASP-Asbury  Center, 
Boone  &  Watauga  Sts.,  Johnson  City,  TN  37601 . 

WISH  TO  PURCHASE  —  approximately  (20)  10‘  to 

12'  church  pews  Must  be  in  good  condition.  United 
Methodist  Church,  La  Vemia,  TX  (512)779-2311  ask 
for  W.  E.  Keeland. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  ASSOCIATE  Council  Di¬ 
rector  with  major  responsibility  for  managing  the 
Missiona)  Priority,  California-Nevada  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  Three  Assistant  Council  Direfctors  with 
primary  portfolios  for  youth  ministry,  new  church 
development,  and  camping  respectively.  Affirma¬ 
tive  Action  Employer.  Inquiries  to  Robert  W.  Moon. 
4322  Alderwood  Way,  Sacramento,  CA  95825. 

VISIT  CHINA,  HONG  KONG  AND  MANILA.  17  days 
May  20-June  5,  (2,385.  Interior  USA  Gateways.  For 
brodiure:  Chinese  Overseas  Christian  Mission,  Box 
310.  Fairfax,  VA  22030,  (703)  273-3500. 

CHURCH  PEWS  FOR  Sale  Twenty-two  18  foot  oak 
pews,  which  can  be  reduced  in  size.  Only  10  years 
old.  Very  excellent  condition.  Price  very  negotiable 
Call  (615)832-0157. 

PEWS  FOR  SALE  —  32  eleven-foot  pews,  blue-green 
fabric  padded  on  seats  and  on  front  and  back  of 
backs.  Also  4  shorter  choir  pews.  Medium  oak  finish. 
Excellent  condition.  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Jupiter/Tequesta,  815  East  Indiantown  Road, 
Jupiter.  FL  33458,  (305)746-8116.  j 

POSITION  OPEN.  EXECUTIVE  Director,  South 
Central  Jurisdiction.  Applications  may  be  received 
from  the  Jurisdictional  office,  6155  Samuell  Blvd., 
Dallas,  TX 75228,  Telephone  (214)321-7077,  Attention: 

S.  Duane  Bruce.  Deadline  for  receiving  applications 
January  2, 1985 

TOUR  ISRAEL.  EGYPT.  Greece  and  Jordan  with 
small  Christian  group  in  June.  For  complete  details 
write  Tours,  Box  6294,  Odessa,  TX  79767. 

WORLD  TOUR  July  departure.  Mainland  China  + 
Yangtze  Cruise  May  departure.  Free  brochures:  Dr. 
Bob  Panzer,  623  Dell  Street,  Solana  Beach,  CA  fco75, 
(619)755-9330. 25  years  leading  tours. 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  United  Methodists;  friends  and 
families:  It's  time  for  Affirmation!  Write  P.  O  Box 
1021,  Evanston,  IL  60204 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 
Youth  Ministries  position  is  open  in  a  multi-staffed 
church  of  750  members.  Salary  range  is  $16,000  to 
(18,000  plus  a  furnished  parsonage.  Send  resume  to: 
Search  Committee,  Russell  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  P.  O.  Box  335,  Wills  Point,  TX75169A 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  (100  in  the  future  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest?  Write 
UMDF,  Room  303B,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
NY  10115. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN'S  MINISTRIES  for 
growing  downtown  church  with  active,  responsive 
congregation.  Musical  skills  desirable  but  not  re¬ 
quired.  Prefer  training/background  in  Christian  edu¬ 
cation.  Multiple  staff  situation.  Salary  negotiable, 
with  benefits.  Contact:  Kathleen  Jones,  Box  1666, 
Austin.  TX  78767. 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas 

Bishop  hails 
joyful  season 
of  Christmas 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NORTH  CANTON,  Ohio  -  Because 
God  is  present  with  us  in  Jesus  Christ, 
Christmas  is  a  time  for  joy,  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Methodist  Council 
of  Bishops  said  Dec.  10  in  a  Christmas 
message. 

The  text  of  the  message  by  Bishop 
James  S.  Thomas: 

“Whatever  other  reasons  there  may 
have  been  for  the  Christmas  Confer¬ 
ence  of  1784  (at  which  the  Methodist 
Church  in  America  was  organized), 
the  date  must  certainly  have  been 
one. 

"We  are  so  accustomed  to  observ¬ 
ing  Christmas  by  worship  and  cele¬ 
bration  that  it  does  not  occur  to  us  to 
hold  a  conference  at  that  time.  After 
all,  conferences  are  sometimes  ex 
hausting.  They  may  even  be  dull  and 
tedious.  It  hardly  occurs  to  any  but 
the  most  unusual  people  to  celebrate 
Christmas  by  planning  for  the  spread¬ 
ing  of  scriptural  holiness  over  this 
then  new  land. 

“When  we  reflect  upon  the  time  and 
the  purpose,  the  message  to  United 
Methodists  is  clear.  Christ,  new  life, 
God  with  us  —  these  were  the  themes 
of  that  time  and  this.  It  is  the  message 
of  Christmas  to  all  people  of  good  will. 
God  is  present  with  us  in  Jesus  Christ 
It  is  a  time  for  joy. 

“The  Council  of  Bishops  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  wishes  to  send 
this  message  to  all  people  of  every 
United  Methodist  Church  in  this  land 
and  in  all  lands  across  the  sea  from 
us. 

“If  it  is  asked  how  this  message  re¬ 
lates  to  the  many  structures  and  acti¬ 
vities  of  the  Church,  the  answer  is  that 
everything  we  do  —  or  try  to  do  —  is 
based  upon  the  Good  News  of  God’s 
presence  with  us  in  Jesus  Christ. 

“This  is  the  Good  News  that  will 
outlast  any  other.  Joy  to  the  world! ' ’ 


grain  is  available  if  governments  will 
act.” 

At  the  same  time,  he  emphasized  that 
aid  must  go  beyond  dealing  with  the  im¬ 
mediate  famine  crisis  and  deal  with  the 
need  for  long  range  development. 

In  debates  concerning  aid  for  Ethiopia, 
one  contention  in  the  U.S.  has  been  that 
the  Soviet  Union,  with  which  the  Marxist 
government  of  Ethiopia  is  allied,  should 
do  more.  Bishop  Clark  said  that  although 
the  Soviet  Union,  which  has  a  grain 
shortage  of  its  own,  was  giving  less  food 
aid,  figures  published  by  the  Relief  and 
Rehabilitation  Commission  showed  that 
the  Soviet  Union  had  done  much  more 
than  the  United  States  in  assisting  with 
transporting  aid  that  is  received. 

Bishop  Clark  said  transportation  was  a 
critical  problem  because  Ethiopia  has 
only  two  north-south  roads  and  two  that 
run  east-west.  And  the  one  used  by  the 
delegation  would  be  considered  a  “poor 
country  road”  by  Americans,  he  said. 

Ms.  Kehrberg  also  indicated  skepti¬ 
cism  about  arguments  made  by  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  officials  critical  of  Ethiopia. 
She  said  Mr.  North,  the  AID  official,  re¬ 
ported  “allegations”  that  food  aid  was 
going  “to  the  military,”  but  he  acknowl¬ 
edged  having  no  evidence  of  that. 

Other  countries  hurting,  too 

Both  Bishop  Clark  and  Ms.  Kehrberg 
emphasized  that,  although  Ethiopia  was 
the  country  currently  most  in  the  news, 
needs  are  acute  in  other  African  coun¬ 
tries  as  well.  The  “Bishops’  Appeal”  said, 
“The  drought  situation  in  26  nations  in 
Africa  is  deteriorating  daily.”  Ms.  Kehr¬ 
berg  said  conditions  in  Mozambique, 
Chad  and  Angola  were  “almost  as  des¬ 
perate”  as  in  Ethiopia. 

She  said  UMCOR  has  distributed  $1 
million  for  relief  in  African  countries 
other  than  Ethiopia  during  the  past  year 
and  $2  million  in  development  assist¬ 
ance. 

She  said  continuing  efforts  would  be 
made  to  keep  United  Methodists  inform¬ 
ed  and  to  correct  “misinformation”  such 
as  that  put  out  by  U.S.  government  offi¬ 
cials.  She  said  United  Methodists  outside 
New  York  City  could  call  the  Church 
World  Service  hotline  for  up-to-date  re¬ 
ports:  800-223-1310. 

*Mr.  Early  is  a  freelance  writer  in  New 
York. 


Richard  Heitzenrater 


People  in  the  news  .  .  . 


Family’s  Christmas  cards 
prove  to  be  artistic  hits 

For  21  years  the  Richard  Heitzenrat¬ 
er  family  has  been  producing  commer¬ 
cial-quality  Christmas  cards  for  friends 
and  relatives. 

Dr.  Heitzenrater,  professor  of  church 
history  and  Wesley  Studies  at  Southern 
Methodist  University’s  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  said  card  production  dom¬ 
inates  his  house  each  year  in  early  De¬ 
cember.  It  begins  with  silk  screening  in 
the  garage,  continues  in  the  bathroom 
where  the  stencil  is  inundated  with  90 - 
110  degree  water  in  the  bathtub,  and 
ends  up  on  the  kitchen  and  dining  room 
floors  where  the  cards  are  laid  to  dry. 

The  Heitzenraters  coordinate  the 
cards  with  the  colors  of  official  religious 
stamps  issued  by  the  U.S.  Post  Office. 
They  have  used  as  many  as  six  colors. 

When  their  production  quota  of  110 
cards  is  printed,  the  Heitzenraters  silk 
screen  the  envelopes,  including  the  re¬ 
turn  address  flap.  They  use  an  electric 
pencil  to  address  the  envelopes  in  gold 
or  white  lettering. 

Some  of  the  family’s  cards  are  basic 
flat  designs,  some  three  dimensional. 
Their  1979  Ghristmas  ornament  card  re¬ 


quired  six  folds  one  way,  two  another 
way,  and  a  tapered  top.  The  1974  model, 
a  cube-shaped  card  bearing  a  gold 
snowflake  with  red  text,  required  20 
cuts  with  an  Exacto  knife. 

“For  a  while  there,  we  tried  to  do 
something  better  every  year,”  said  Dr. 
Heitzenrater.  “Now  we  just  try  to  do  a 
colorful,  meaningful  card.” 

Since  1963,  the  family  has  failed  to 
send  out  cards  only  twice:  once  because 
of  a  sabbatical  in  England,  the  other  be¬ 
cause  Dr.  Heitzenrater  was  busy  de¬ 
signing  a  computer  course  for  national 
agencies  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  “Some  people  called  to  ask  if 
they  had  been  taken  off  the  list,”  he 
said. 

The  Heitzenrater  card  is  an  annual 
hit.  One  friend  who  had  been  getting  the 
cards  for  five  years  called  to  ask, 
“Where  do  you  buy  these  cards?  ” 

By  1987,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Heitzenrater 
may  have  to  go  it  alone.  Daughter  Julie 
is  in  her  third  year  of  college.  Son  Jeff 
will  be  leaving  for  college  next  year. 
John  is  a  high  school  sophomore. 

“We’ll  find  some  way  to  get  them 
done,”  said  Dr.  Heitzenrater.  “Making 
these  cards  for  our  friends  and  rela¬ 
tives  makes  our  Christmas.” 


Kansas  UMs  say  health  care  at  stake 
in  proposed  sale  of  medical  center 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

WICHITA,  Kan.  —  Bishop  Kenneth 
Hicks  of  United  Methodism’s  Kansas 
Area  has  called  for  clergy  and  lay  per¬ 
sons  in  that  state  to  “turn  the  heat  down” 
while  a  special  task  force  examines  re¬ 
percussions  of  the  possible  sale  of  United 
Methodist-related  Wesley  Medical 
Center  here. 

At  issue  here,  some  Kansas  United 
Methodists  say,  is  what  form  the 
church’s  ministry  in  health  care  will 
take.  They  see  the  solution  of  this  propos¬ 
ed  sale  and  the  controversy  surrounding 
it  as  having  church-wide  implications. 

A  letter  of  intent  to  sell  the  728-bed 
hospital  for  $265  million  to  the  Hospital 
Corporation  of  America  was  signed  by 
the  medical  center’s  board  of  trustees 
Nov.  20.  This  was  immediately  greeted 
by  an  outpouring  of  opposition  from 
United  Methodist  clergy  and  laypersons 
as  well  as  some  statements  of  support  for 
the  sale. 

Bishop  Hicks  has  asked  the  medical 
center’s  board  of  trustees,  of  which  he  is 
a  member,  to  delay  making  a  final  deci¬ 
sion  until  a  special  task  force  that  he 
recently  appointed  can  study  specific  im¬ 
plications  of  the  sale.  These  would  in¬ 
clude  switching  the  hospital  from  a  not- 
for-profit  medical  center  to  one  of  420  for- 
profit  hospitals  the  Nashville-based  firm 
operates  in  44  states  and  seven  foreign 
countries. 

Complex  questions  remain 

“I’m  not  saying  we  should  or  should 
not  sell  to  HCA,”  Bishop  Hicks  said. 
“There  are  still  a  lot  of  complex  legal 
questions  that  are  going  to  take  time  to 
answer,  and  I’m  asking  all  United  Meth¬ 
odists  to  refrain  from  making  decisions 
until  we  know  more  facts.” 

Finalization  of  the  sale,  which  was  ini¬ 
tiated  by  the  board  of  trustees  with  Hos¬ 
pital  Corporation  of  America,  is  expected 
within  120  days  of  the  Nov.  20  signing  of 
the  letter  of  intent. 

The  special  task  force,  made  up  of  ten 
leaders  from  within  the  Kansas  West  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  is  dealing  with  two 
main  objectives,  Bishop  Hicks  said.  First 
is  the  rationale  for  selling.  Second  is  the 
hospital’s  legal  connection  to  the  Kansas 
West  conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  historical  connection  dates 
to  1912,  when  members  of  the  Southwest 
Kansas  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  voted  to  establish  a 
hospital  in  Wichita. 

Based  on  that  origin  and  on  subsequent 
years’  financial  support  of  the  hospital  by 
Kansas  Methodists,  “our  legal  counsel  is 
trying  to  determine  if  the  hospital  can  be 
sold  without  approval  by  the  Kansas  West 
conference,”  the  bishop  explained. 

The  rationale  for  selling  has  been  ques¬ 
tioned  by  some,  like  Roy  House,  who  re¬ 
tired  in  1981  after  24  years  as  chief  ad¬ 
ministrator  of  Wesley  Medical  Center. 
He  points  out  that  the  hospital  made  an  $8 
million  profit  last  year. 

“The  hospital  is  in  good  financial  shape 


now  ...  but  what  about  three  or  five  years 
from  now?”  the  bishop  asked.  He  said  the 
study  group  would  be  working  to  “vali¬ 
date  a  rationale  for  selling”  based  on  pro¬ 
jections  about  the  health  care  industry. 

Conference  relation  contested 

Some  United  Methodists  in  the  confer¬ 
ence  contend  that  approval  of  the  hospi¬ 
tal  sale  must  receive  prior  approval  by 
the  annual  conference.  Others  say  that 
because  51  percent  of  the  board  of 
trustees  is  made  up  of  United  Methodists 
approved  by  the  conference  ( as  required 
by  the  medical  center’s  bylaws),  the  con¬ 
ference  is  already  represented  in  the 
medical  center’s  decision-making  process. 

Steven  Childs,  the  conference  chancel¬ 
lor  (attorney),  said  that  issue  is  under 
study.  The  bylaws  of  the  medical  center 
also  state  that  all  assets  of  the  hospital 
are  “held  in  trust”  for  health  care  pur¬ 
poses  and  the  mission  of  the  Kansas  West 
annual  conference  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  “But  right  now,  there  is  no 
definitive  answer  as  to  what  that  actually 
means,”  he  said. 

The  issue  of  assets  revolves  around  the 
fact  that  Hospital  Corporation  of  Ameri¬ 
ca  and  the  medical  center  board,  in  their 
letter  of  intent,  have  agreed  that 
proceeds  from  the  sale,  which  would 
amount  to  approximately  $200  million 
(after  indebtedness  was  liquidated), 
would  go  into  the  Wesley  Medical  Center 
Endowment  Foundation,  a  non-United 
Methodist  development  fund 
The  Rev.  Jim  Lansdowne,  a  former 
president  of  the  Wesley  Medical  Center 
Endowment  Foundation,  said  it  would  be 
a  “rape  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  if 
that  money  is  turned  over  to  a  non-United 
Methodist  body." 

Mr.  Lansdowne  expressed  shock  at  the 
intended  sale  and  has  mounted  a  cam¬ 
paign  to  block  it  that  has  included  press 
conferences  and  concerned  citizens’ 
meetings  suggesting  repercussions  such 
as  possible  increased  health  care  costs 
and  loss  of  a  sense  of  “mission"  for  the 
health  care  concerns  of  the  church. 

Current  president  of  the  Wesley  Medi¬ 
cal  Center  Endowment  Foundation  and  a 
former  executive  vice  president  under  Mr. 
Lansdowne,  the  Rev.  Duane  Dyer,  sees  the 
sale  now  as  advantageous.  Mr.  Dyer,  a 
member  of  the  Kansas  West  conference, 
cites  the  medical  center’s  current  attrac¬ 
tiveness  in  the  marketplace.  He  also  said 
the  sale  would  permit  increased  access  to 
capital  for  the  foundation  which  would 
fund  programs  to  focus  on  “the  under¬ 
served,  the  unexplored  and  the  untap¬ 
ped.” 

Hospital  officials  criticized 

United  Methodist  leaders  from  around 
the  area  have  criticized  hospital  officials 
for  not  seeking  denominational  input  into 
a  decision  that  would  end  Wesley  Medi¬ 
cal  Center's  formal  connection  with  the 
church. 

"There  is  a  lot  of  anger,  grief  and 
shock  in  the  city  of  Wichita,  and  we  need 
some  clarification  and  information  to  re¬ 


solve  a  divisive  issue,”  said  the  Rev. 
Jerold  Vogt,  pastor  of  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church.  His  church’s  adminis¬ 
trative  board  last  week  called  on  Wesley 
officials  to  delay  a  final  decision  until 
further  study. 

In  addition,  at  least  five  other  local 
United  Methodist  Churches  have  sent 
resolutions  asking  the  board  of  trustees  to 
delay  its  final  decision,  saying,  “There  are 
too  -many  unanswered  questions’  ’  about 
what  such  a  sale  might  mean  on  hospital 
rates,  community  involvement  and,  most 
of  all,  where  proceeds  from  the  sale 
would  wind  up. 

“We  are  not  doing  this  in  a  spirit  of  con¬ 
frontation.  We’re  doing  it  in  a  spirit  of 
communication,”  Dr.  Vogt  said. 

“It  may  well  be,  when  all  the  cards  are 
on  the  table,  when  all  the  information  is 
laid  out,  that  it’s  appropriate  to  sell 
Wesley,”  he  said.  “But  we  ought  to  look 
at  the  other  side  of  the  story.  The  action 
(to  sell)  is  not  final.  I  personally  believe 
this  cannot  be  consummated  without  the 
ratification  of  the  annual  conference." 

The  Rev.  Jim  Reed,  pastor  of  Wood- 
lawn  United  Methodist  Church  in  nearby 
Derby,  said  many  ministers,  as  well  as 
lay  people,  have  a  “wait  and  see”  atti¬ 
tude  about  the  possible  sale. 

“The  health  care  industry  is  changing 
radically,  and  I’m  not  convinced  that 
that  means  the  church  can’t  work  with 
for-profit  hospitals  in  providing  the  best 
health  care,”  he  said. 

“Many  church  institutions  have  taken 
money  from  private  corporations  and 
government  agencies  (for  health  care). 
The  key  has  been  whether  the  mission  of 
the  church  has  been  fulfilled,"  he  said. 

"Let’s  let  the  bishop's  task  force  do  its 
job.  I  think  the  typical  United  Methodist 
here  still  doesn't  have  enough  data  to 
make  a  careful  decision,”  Mr.  Reed  said. 


Historic  church 
to  host  service 

BALTIMORE  —  Denominational 
officials  say  interest  seems  to  be  high 
in  restoration  of  Lovely  Lane  United 
Methodist  Church  here,  where  a 
Christmas  eve  service  will  mark  the 
official  end  of  the  Bicentennial  cele¬ 
bration  of  American  Methodism. 

The  1984  General  Conference 
authorized  a  simultaneous  offering  in 
every  local  United  Methodist  church, 
with  proceeds  going  to  the  national 
restoration  campaign  for  the  building 
completed  here  in  1884.  The  1784 
Christmas  Conference  which  marked 
the  beginning  of  the  denomination  in 
this  country  was  held  at  Lovely  Lane 
Chapel. 

Only  $1  million  of  a  needed  $8 
million  restoration  fund  has  been 
raised.  But  United  Methodist 
Communications  officials  said  more 
than  1,600  orders  from  local  churches 
had  been  filled  in  one  week  for  special 
offering  envelopes  for  Lovely  Lane. 
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Layman  finds  ministry 
aiding  clergy  vacations 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL 
Staff  Writer 

FORT  LAUDERDALE,  Fla.  - 
Wanted:  Any  tired  United  Methodist 
minister  and  family  who  need  two  weeks 
on  the  beach  in  sunny  Florida. 
Accommodations  and  amenities  are  *‘on 
the  house"  from  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  Hugh  Hoffman. 

Each  house  —  two  of  them  —  includes 
three  bedrooms,  Oriental  rugs,  all  elec¬ 
trical  appliances  (including  washer  and 
dryer),  linens  and  china  —  even  popcorn 
popper  and  hair  dryer.  Bicycles  are  part 
of  the  package  and  so  is  a  daily  news¬ 
paper  on  the  front  step  each  morning  and 
a  Time  magazine  each  week. 

And  the  cost? 

"Oh,  I  ask  them  to  wash  two  or  three 
windows  and  sweep  the  place  out  before 
they  leave,"  says  Mr.  Hoffman,  a 
member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  here,  matter  of  factly. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  62,  is  a  Fort  Lauderdale 
accountant  and  lifelong  Methodist  who 
has  been  operating  "Religious  Vacations 
Inc.”  for  22  years.  Since  its  inception, 
more  than  1,400  preachers  have  bene- 
fitted  from  the  Florida  vacation  houses, 
Mr.  Hoffman  says. 

He  feels  called  by  God 

“Just  like  a  preacher  gets  called  by 
God  into  the  ministry,  I  got  called  by  God 
into  operating  vacation  houses  for 
them,"  he  says. 

Mr.  Hoffman’s  "call"  stems  from  post- 
World  War  II  days  when  a  shell-shocked 
Hugh  Hoffman  spent  several  months  in 
mental  hospitals.  As  clergy  made  the 
rounds  each  day,  “I  started  noticing  how 
tired  they  were,"  he  said.  "They  never 
got  much  time  off,  and  it  was  obvious 
they  weren’t  making  a  whole  lot  of 
money. 

“I  thought  then  that  most  of  them 
never  got  much  of  a  chance  to  take  a 
vacation.  And  when  they  did,  they  prob¬ 
ably  didn’t  have  much  money  to  go  any¬ 
where.  That’s  when  I  felt  like  God  called 
me  to  do  what  I  am  doing.” 

Mr.  Hoffman  opens  his  houses  to 
clergy  outside  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  although  “the  Methodist  preach¬ 
ers  are  the  most  reliable.”  The  two 
houses  are  filled  starting  on  alternate 
Wednesdays  for  two-week  slots  —  no 
more,  no  less.  And  while  he  usually  ends 
up  with  about  40  empty  days  a  year  be¬ 
tween  the  two  houses  because  of  cancel¬ 
lations.  Mr.  Hoffman  tries  never  to  let 


the  houses  sit  idle  because  of  needed 
repairs. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  who  lives  about  a  mile 
from  the  two  houses,  rides  his  bike  to 
greet  incoming  preachers  and  "let  them 
know  they  can  reach  me  if  something 
needs  fixing  in  the  house." 

"It’s  unbelievable  what  the  houses  are 
furnished  with,”  says  Beverly  Martin, 
wife  of  the  Rev.  Jere  Martin  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Annville,  Pa. 
“He  even  keeps  a  file  box  in  the  living 
room  on  good  restaurants  and  the  best 
times  to  go  places  in  South  Florida.” 

Few  rules  imposed 

Vacationing  preachers  at  Mr.  Hoff¬ 
man’s  homes  have  few  rules:  They  must 
send  a  $50  deposit  that  is  returned  when 
they  leave.  (“I  had  to  start  doing  that 
when  I  started  getting  cancellations,  and 
the  houses  sat  empty,”  Mr.  Hoffman 
said.)  The  house  is  also  limited  to 
preachers,  spouses  and  their  children  — 
“no  parents,  brothers  or  sisters,”  he 
adds. 

Most  of  his  house  guests  are  enthus¬ 
iastic  about  doing  something  in  return 
for  Mr.  Hoffman’s  hospitality. 

“If  they  really  want  to  do  something,  I 
let  them  mow  the  lawn,”  he  said  chuck¬ 
ling.  Guests  often  invite  him  over  for  a 
meal  during  their  stay,  which  Mr.  Hoff¬ 
man,  a  bachelor,  says  he  usually 
accepts. 

“It's  a  pleasant,  happy  ministry,”  said 
Mr.  Hoffman  who  was  raised  in  a 
Methodist  church  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  and 
got  his  religious  instruction  from  "a 
grandmother  who  kept  me  on  my  knees 
most  of  my  early  life.” 

"There  is  a  lot  of  reward  in  seeing  a 
preacher  and  his  family  who  haven’t  had 
a  vacation  in  10  or  20  years  finally  get  to 
do  something  they’ve  always  wanted  to 
do,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Hoffman  is  filled  with  heartwarm¬ 
ing  stories  from  grateful  ministers  over 
the  past  two  decades.  “I’ve  had  some  tell 
me  that  I  might  have  saved  their 
marriage,”  he  said.  “You  know,  the 
ministry  is  awfully  hard  on  people,  and 
their  marriages  sometimes  suffer. 

“Others  will  tell  me  that  they  are  going 
back  re-charged,  and  I  know  I’m  doing 
just  what  God  wants  me  doing.” 

Interested  clergy  can  reserve  one  of 
the  houses  by  writing:  Hugh  Hoffman 
Religious  Vacations,  Inc.,  524  N.E.  16 
Court,  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL  33305  or  by 
calling  305-763-8400. 


Evangelist  finds  niche 
with  contemporary  music 


Editor’s  Note:  This  is  another  in  a 
Reporter  series  of  articles  on  United 
Methodists  and  contemporary  Christian 
music. 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

Jim  Newton  is  one  of  the  few  United 
Methodists  working  full  time  in  con¬ 
temporary  Christian  music.  His  ministry 
is  set  to  a  folksy-style  of  music  that  takes 
him  crisscrossing  the  country  giving  con¬ 
certs,  performing  in  worship  services 
and  holding  workshops  for  local 
churches. 

He  has  recorded  two  albums  and  he 
wrote  eight  of  the  12  “Songs  for  a  New 
World,  "  a  study  guide  on  social  issues  for 
United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

With  several  years  of  experience  as  a 
hospital  chaplain,  family  counselor  and 
associate  minister  while  in  seminary,  the 
36-year-old  singer/songwriter  admits 
he  has  a  way  of  blending  the  need  for  af¬ 
firmation  with  the  Good  News  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

And  Mr.  Newton  tells  that  message 
through  songs  —  mostly  ones  he  writes 
based  on  personal  experiences. 

Mr.  Newton,  father  of  one,  tells  how  di¬ 
vorce  taught  him  the  lesson  of  death  and 
resurrection  and  how,  through  Jesus 
Christ,  he  has  been  able  to  pick  up  the 
pieces  because  he  walked  through  the 
problem  with  the  Lord  rather  than 
around  it. 

"Scripture  tells  us  that  out  of  weakness 
comes  strength.  So  many  of  the  kids  I 
work  with  ( most  of  his  audiences  are  sen¬ 
ior  high  and  college-age  students)  have 
been  touched  by  divorce  one  way  or 
another. 

“The  message  of  the  Gospel  is  looking 
life  square  in  the  eye  and  saying  yes  .  .  . 


Jim  Newton 


not  no  or  maybe,”  he  says. 

Mr.  Newton,  a  burly  native  of 
Northwest  Texas,  played  football  at  the 
University  of  New  Mexico  before  trans¬ 
ferring  to  United  Methodist-related 
McMurry  College  in  Abilene. 

After  graduating  with  a  degree  in  re¬ 
ligion  and  philosophy,  he  entered  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  and  graduated  with  a 
faculty  award  for  academic  achieve¬ 
ment. 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  Newton’s  senior 
year,  his  professors  and  fellow  sem¬ 
inarians  were  shocked  when  he  decided 
not  to  seek  ordination  as  an  elder.  He  did 
become  ordained  as  a  deacon. 

“I’d  always  wanted  to  try  my  hand  at 
singing,  and  if  I  didn't  do  it  then  I  would 
have  had  it  in  the  back  of  my  mind.  ’  ’ 

It  remains  where  it  has  been  for  the 
past  decade  —  up  front. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL 


A  Gift  For  All  Seasons 

The  Methodist  Excitement  In  Texas:  A 
History,  the  story  of  the  UMC  in  Texas 
from  1813  to  1984,  is  a  gift  for  all  seasons. 


The  reason:  This  440  page  limited  edition, 
published  by  The  Texas  United  Methodist 
Historical  Society,  with  illustrations, 
historical  documents,  and  photos,  brings 
together  for  the  first  time  the  unpublished 
story  of  the  UMC  in  Texas,  in  one  volume. 


The  book  is  the  combined  work  of  four  authorities  on  United  Methodist  Church 
History  in  Texas : 

DR.  WALTER  N.  VERNON  DR.  ROBERT  SLEDGE 

DR.  ROBERT  C.  MONK  DR.  NORMAN  W.  SPELLMAN 

The  price  of  the  book  is  115.00  plus  $1.50  for  mailing. 

Check  with  your  Pastor  to  get  your  copy  or  send  your  request  with  your  check 
to:  T.U.M.H.S.,  P.  O.  Box  7127.  Dallas,  Texas  75209 

THE  METHODIST  EXCITEMENT  IN  TEXAS:  A  HISTORY 
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Polish,  Austrian  leaders  optimistic 
about  United  Methodism  in  Europe 


United  Methodists 


The  World  Is 
Our  Parish 

Agency  leaders 
detail  program 
in  five  locations 

By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 
Staff  Writer 

Teams  of  United  Methodism’s  general 
agency  executives  are  traveling  across 
the  country  to  five  central  locations  to 
present  and  personify  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  major  programs  for  the  next 
four  years. 

At  “joint  training  events”  they  are  pre¬ 
senting  the  programs  to  hundreds  of 
elected  lay  and  clergy  persons  represent¬ 
ing  the  74  annual  conferences. 

These  elected  persons  are  then  expec¬ 
ted  to  return  to  their  conferences  and 
local  churches  and  explain  and  promote 
the  programs. 

The  training  events  allow  each  general 
agency  five  two-hour  periods  to  present 
its  programs  for  the  next  four  years.  The 
agenda  also  includes  question  and  an¬ 
swer  periods. 

One  workshop  concentrated  on  the 
denomination’s  1985-88  Missional  Priori¬ 
ty  —  Developing  and  Strengthening  of  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  for 
Witness  and  Mission. 

The  Rev.  Roger  Latham,  EMLC  chair¬ 
person  in  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  said  after  participating  in  this 
workshop  he  felt  well  informed.  “Many 
of  my  questions  and  concerns  were 
answered  during  the  sessions,"  he  said. 
“With  what  I’ve  learned  here  I  can 
develop  several  models  of  the  EMLC  to 
share  back  home.” 

Trudie  Preciphs,  an  executive  with  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  is  coor¬ 
dinating  the  five  regional  training 
events. 

Ms.  Preciphs  told  the  Reporter  there  is 
no  predetermined  formula  for  how  the 
training  event  participants  will  share 
what  they  learn  back  home.  "They  will 
choose  how  to  get  the  information  out,” 
she  said. 

The  nationwide  sweep  of  training 
events  started  in  the  North  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  in  Indianapolis,  Nov.  14-16. 
Following  were  Southeastern  Juris¬ 
diction  Dec.  3-5  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C., 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Dec.  6-8  in 
Dallas,  and  Northeastern  Jurisdiction 
Dec.  11-13  in  Lancaster,  Pa.  The  series 
ends  Jan.  7-9  in  the  Western  Jurisdiction 
in  San  Francisco. 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 

Religious  News  Service  Correspondent 

WASHINGTON  —  The  campaign  of  re¬ 
sistance  to  U.S.  military  intervention  in 
Central  America  has  expanded  to  include 
planned  demonstrations  if  the  United 
States  “significantly  escalates”  its  mili¬ 
tary  role  in  the  region,  according  to  na¬ 
tional  organizers. 

Originally,  organizers  planned  pro¬ 
tests  only  in  the  event  of  a  U.S.  invasion 
of  Nicaragua.  Opponents  of  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration  policies  have  signed  “pledg¬ 
es  of  resistance,”  and  thousands  more 
were  expected  to  sign  on  during  nation¬ 
wide  prayer  vigils  and  public  protests 
held  Dec.  2-8,  according  to  a  radical 
Christian  magazine  which  is  publicizing 
the  campaign  in  its  December  issue. 

Among  those  who  have  publicly  de¬ 
clared  their  intention  to  engage  in  acts  of 
civil  disobedience  are  several  Roman 
Catholic  bishops.  The  actions  are  to  in¬ 
clude  sit-ins  at  congressional  district  of¬ 
fices,  the  White  House,  federal  buildings, 
and  military  facilities  throughout  the 
country. 

“A  strong  message  of  resistance  has 
the  potential  to  deter  or  halt  escalated 
U.S.  aggression  in  Central  America,” 
Jim  Wallis  and  Joyce  Hollyday,  of  So¬ 
journers  magazine,  wrote  in  a  progress 
report  on  the  campaign. 

When  first  conceived,  the  plans  for  re¬ 
sistance  called  for  “nonviolent"  acts  of 
civil  disobedience  only  in  the  event  of  a 
U.S.  invasion  of  leftist-controlled  Nicara¬ 
gua.  However,  leaders  of  the  planned  ac¬ 
tions,  which  include  30  national  religious 
and  peace  organizations,  now  say  that  a 
full-scale  invasion  of  the  country  is  un¬ 
likely. 

So  the  pledge  of  resistance  has  been  ex¬ 
panded  to  include  any  significant  escala¬ 
tion  of  U.S.  military  intervention  in  Cen¬ 
tral  America.  According  to  organizers, 
such  escalation  would  include  U.S.  air 
strikes  in  Nicaragua  or  massive  U.S.- 
backed  bombings  of  El  Salvador,  a  naval 
blockade  and  quarantine  of  Nicaragua, 
or  the  invasion  of  Nicaragua  by  U.S. 
"proxies.” 

Pledge  forms  being  circulated  for  sig¬ 
natures  also  allow  for  people  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  legal,  as  well  as  illegal  demon¬ 
strations.  Among  the  legal  actions  being 
promoted  by  the  groups  are  leafletting, 
vigils  and  lobbying  of  congressional  of¬ 
fices. 

Most  signers  had  opted  for  the  illegal 
actions,  said  Dennis  Marker  of 
Sojourners. 

The  Dec.  2-8  week  of  vigils  and  signing 
of  pledges  was  organized  in  response  to 
the  Reagan  administration’s  pre-election 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  last  in  a 
series  of  articles  based  on  the  Reporter 
managing  editor’s  recent  visit  with  United 
Methodists  in  Europe. 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

If  United  Methodism  has  a  “color”  in 
central  Europe,  it  must  be  the  rosy  hue  of 
mild  optimism. 

At  least  that’s  the  lasting  impression 
one  gets  from  interviews  with  the 
church’s  leaders  in  Austria  and  Poland. 

In  separate  conversations  recently 
with  the  Reporter,  United  Methodist 
superintendents  told  what  it  is  like  to 
exist  as  a  minority-membership  church 
in  a  Roman  Catholic-dominated  country 
and,  in  Poland’s  case,  also  in  a 
Communist-ruled  country. 

Polish  future  ‘very  bright’ 

The  Rev.  Adam  Kuczma  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Polish  United  Methodist  con¬ 
ference,  said  the  church’s  future  there  is 
“very  bright.”  He  explained  this  is  so 
because  Methodists  have  worked  to 
improve  relations  with  Catholics,  have 
participated  actively  in  the  Polish  ecu¬ 
menical  movement  and  have  avoided 
ideological  debate  or  other  “irritant” 
activities  with  the  government. 

“We  feel  that  we  as  Protestants  are 
called  to  be  evangelistic,”  he  said.  “Our 
first  task  is  to  preach  the  gospel.  We  can 
accomplish  so  much  more  that  way  than 
by  being  an  irritant.” 

He  said  there  are  some  7,000  United 
Methodists  in  Poland,  members  of  52 
churches.  But  with  a  ministerial  short¬ 
age  —  only  27  ordained  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  Poland  —  many  churches  are 
served  by  lay  pastors.  Some  ministers, 
both  ordained  and  lay,  serve  two  or  three 
churches. 

Polish  United  Methodists  celebrated 
something  of  a  triumph  in  1983  when  they 
re-opened  a  seminary  which  had  been 
closed  in  the  1950s  for  lack  of  enrollment 
and  finances.  Now  the  seminary  has  a 
faculty  of  six. 

Both  the  seminary  and  an  English 
language  school  are  housed  in  a 
Methodist  headquarters  building.  Dr. 
Kuczma’s  office  and  apartment  and 
apartments  for  two  pastors  are  also  in 
the  building. 

Two  schools  are  ‘triumphs’ 

The  English  language  school,  he  said, 
is  still  another  triumph  for  Polish 
Methodists.  It  was  organized  in  1920  by 
missionaries  from  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  It  has  become 
so  popular,  he  said  that  it  has  5,000  adult 
students  and  42  teachers. 

Why  is  English-language  study  so  pop¬ 
ular  in  Poland?  Dr.  Kuczma  gave  four 


warnings  about  the  reported  delivery  of 
Soviet  MIG  fighters  to  Nicaragua.  The 
protesters  hope  to  send  out  the  message 
that  Americans  “do  not  accept  the  illegal 
and  immoral  war  policy  of  the  Reagan 
administration  against  the  people  and 
government  of  Nicaragua,”  Mr.  Wallis 
said. 

The  plan  for  direct  action  against  U.S. 
policies  was  conceived  by  representa¬ 
tives  of  30  organizations  at  a  retreat  cen¬ 
ter  in  Kirkridge,  Pennsylvania,  in  No¬ 
vember  1983. 

Among  groups  promoting  the  actions 
are  the  Quaker-sponsored  American 
Friends  Service  Committee,  Church  Wo¬ 
men  United,  Clergy  and  Laity  Con¬ 
cerned,  the  Jewish  Peace  Fellowship,  the 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action, 
the  Catholic  peace  organization  Pax 
Christi,  the  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation, 
and  the  Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference,  a  civil  rights  organization 
founded  by  the  late  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King,  Jr. 


Bicentennial  recording 
nominated  for  ‘Grammy’ 1 

IRVING,  Texas  —  A  record  album  pro¬ 
duced  by  Plymouth  Park  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  here  in  connection  with  the 
Bicentennial  of  American  Methodism 
has  been  nominated  for  a  “Grammy” 
award  in  two  categories. 

A  "Grammy”  is  considered  the  highest 
award  in  the  recording  industry. 

The  Plymouth  Park  album,  entitled  "A 
Heritage  in  Hymns,”  was  nominated  for 
best  religious  recording  by  a  vocal  duo  or 
group.  The  "Jubilee  Medley"  portion  of 
the  record  was  nominated  for  best  in¬ 
spirational  performance. 

Winners  will  be  announced  during  a 
national  television  production  in  Febru¬ 
ary. 

‘ContexturaP  Wesley  book 
wins  national  award 

GAINESVILLE,  Fla.  -  A  book  which 
places  John  Wesley  in  the  literary  and  in¬ 
tellectual  context  of  his  time  (18th  Cen¬ 
tury  England)  has  received  the  1984 
award  from  the  Conference  on  Christian¬ 
ity  and  Literature. 

The  book  is  “Locke,  Wesley  and  the 
Methodist  of  English  Romanticism."  The 
author  is  Dr.  Richard  E.  Brantley,  asso¬ 
ciate  professor  of  English  at  the  univer¬ 
sity  of  Florida  here  The  University  of 
Florida  Presses  published  the  book 


reasons:  (1)  Poles  are  fond  of  America 
as  a  symbol  of  freedom;  (2)  every  Pole 
“has  someone”  in  the  U.S.,  a  relative  or 
friend  with  whom  they  hope  to  keep  in 
touch;  (3)  many  Poles  need  to  speak 
English  for  professional  purposes;  (4) 
many  find  it  a  good  hobby,  allowing  them 
to  expand  their  literary  interest. 

Dr.  Kuczma  says  that  both  these  ac¬ 
complishments  —  the  reopened 
seminary  and  the  ongoing,  large  English 
language  school  —  are  reminders  that 
Polish  Methodism  has  always  been 
linked  with  education.  The  first 
Methodist  missionaries  to  Poland  were 
teachers,  he  said. 

He  gives.  Methodism  and  its  schools 
some  credit  for  helping  drop  Poland’s 
illiteracy  rate  from  80  percent  following 
World  War  I  to  zero. 

No  control  exercised 

He  said  Poland’s  communist  govern¬ 
ment  maintains  interest  in  but  no  control 
over  the  seminary  or  English-language 
school.  "They  want  to  know  what  is  our 
curriculum  and  what  books  we  are  using. 
And  they  want  to  be  sure  the  English- 
language  school  is  not  offering  any  reli¬ 
gious  classes,  which  would  be  against  the 
lav*.  But  there  is  no  harassment.  They 
only  want  to  know  what  we  are  doing.” 


He  said  Polish  Methodists  experience 
no  problems  in  holding  religious  ser¬ 
vices.  “We  have  complete  freedom,”  he 
insisted,  “with  not  even  the  smallest  in¬ 
terference.” 

But  he  made  plain  that  this  freedom 
exists  within  specified  bounds.  Polish 
Methodist  churches  may  not  publicize 
worship  services  or  other  activities  out¬ 
side  their  own  memberships. 

Yet  there  are  interesting  ways  to 
spread  the  word.  Beginning  three  years 
ago,  he  said,  Methodist  services  have 
been  broadcast  four  times  a  year  on  Pol¬ 
ish  national  (government-controlled)  ra¬ 
dio. 

“We  receive  hundreds  of  letters  after 
each  broadcast,”  he  said.  “People  want 
to  know  more  about  who  we  are  as  Meth¬ 
odists.” 

Dr.  Kuczma  credited  the  Bicentennial 
of  American  Methodism  with  his  being 
invited  to  speak  specifically  about  the 
Bicentennial  in  early  November  on  Pol¬ 
ish  radio. 

He  also  said  Polish  national  television 
broadcast  a  45-minute  program  on 
Methodism  in  1983. 

The  Polish  government,  through  its  of¬ 
fice  for  religious  affairs,  exercises  its 
right  to  censor  religious  statements  and 
publications,  Dr.  Kuczma  said,  but  some¬ 
times  this  amounts  to  nothing  more  than 
the  government’s  giving  its  consent  be¬ 
fore  a  religious  article  is  published. 

Publishing  successes  achieved 

Even  with  those  real  or  potential  re¬ 
strictions,  said  Dr.  Kuczma,  his  confer¬ 
ence  has  achieved  several  publishing 
successes.  He  said  they  used  their  own 
small  print  shop  to  publish  11  titles  in  a 
church-book  series  in  one  year  and 
translated  and  published  some  books  by 
the  popular  late  U.S.  evangelical  writer, 
Francis  Schaffer.  The  church’s  print 
shop  also  produced  12,000  books  for  the 
English-language  studies. 

Dr.  Kuczma  said  the  church’s  print 
shop  makes  no  profit  but  is  intended  to  be 
self-supporting. 

The  typical  week  in  a  Polish  local  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  said  Dr.  Kuczma,  would 
find  Sunday  school  and  one  or  two 


The  group  honoring  the  book  is  related 
to  the  Modern  Language  Association,  a 
major  national  literary  organization. 

Houston  pastor  chosen 
for  ‘Protestant  Hour’ 

HOUSTON  -  The  Rev.  William  H.  Hin¬ 
son,  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  here,  has  been  selected  as  the 
1985  preacher  for  the  Protestant  Hour,  a 
national  radio  series  originating  in 
Atlanta. 

He  will  preach  on  the  theme  “Solid 
Living  in  a  Shattered  World.”  His  books 
of  sermons  by  the  same  title  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  by  Abingdon  Press.  His  sermons 
will  be  broadcast  June  16-Sept.  1, 1985. 

Dr.  Hinson  moved  from  First  UMC  in 
Albany,  Ga.,  in  1983  to  the  Houston  con¬ 
gregation,  largest  in  the  denomination 
with  more  than  12,000  members. 

Ecumenist  named 
to  medical  center 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  Rev.  J. 
Robert  Nelson,  a  prominent  United 
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worship  services  on  Sunday.  There  would 
be  a  women’s  meeting  on  Tuesday,  Bible 
study  hours  in  churches  on  Thursdays, 
some  Bible  studies  on  Fridays,  and,  in 
some  churches,  youth  meetings  and 
men’s  groups. 

But  Polish  Methodism  has  few  out¬ 
reach  ministries,  he  said,  and  virtually 
no  social  responsibilities  "because  those 
problems  are  all  handled  by  the  state.” 
Nonetheless,  he  said,  the  Polish 
government  is  encouraging  the  church  to 
open  “an  old  folks’  home”  and/or 
orphanages.  He  said  Polish  Methodists 
are  considering  building  a  hospital. 

In  something  of  a  summary  of  his 
church’s  existence  under  communist 
rule,  Dr.  Kuczma  said,  “We  don’t  worry 
about  ‘rising  up.’  We  know  the  Lord  will 
take  care  of  us.” 

Austrians  report  no  barriers 

In  politically-neutral  Austria,  United 
Methodism  exists  without  restrictions, 
according  to  the  conference’s  superinten¬ 
dent  there,  the  Rev.  Helmut  Nausner.  But 
he  admitted  there  is  some  public  animos¬ 
ity  toward  the  church. 

“Life  in  general  is  more  restricted 
here  than  in  the  states,”  said  Dr. 
Nausner,  who  has  been  to  the  U.S.  many 
times  as  a  director  of  one  or  another  of 
the  church’s  general  agencies  and,  like 
Poland’s  Dr.  Kuczma,  as  a  delegate  to 
General  Conference. 

Austrian  United  Methodism  has  about 
1,000  members  in  10  churches.  Four  of 
these  churches  are  in  the  capital  of 
Vienna,  the  others  in  six  different  towns 
or  cities. 

Pride  taken  in  school 

Dr.  Nausner  spoke  with  pride  about  the  . 
establishment  in  1978  of  an  English- 
speaking  Austrian  Methodist  congre¬ 
gation.  The  congregation  shares  a 
building  in  Vienna  with  a  German¬ 
speaking  church,  an  arrangement  he 
said  is  not  satisfactory  to  either  congre¬ 
gation  but  is  the  best  available. 

He  emphasized  that  this  is  not  an 
ecumenical  church  but  is  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregation.  “We  don’t  attempt  to 
close  our  doors  to  any  who  are  interested, 
but  we  found  many  English-speaking 
persons  here  who  were  hungry  to  live  as 
Methodists.” 

The  current  pastor  of  that  church  is  the. 
Rev.  James  Dwyer,  a  member  of  United 
Methodism’s  North  Indiana  conference. 

Dr.  Dwyer  said  that  his  congregation 
of  70  to  80  members  is  multi-national, 
with  about  one-third  of  its  members 
being  Filipino,  the  remainder  from 
Nigeria,  South  Africa  (both  blacks  and 
whites),  Mexico,  Korea  and  Japan. 

Dr.  Nausner  said  the  English-language 
congregation  in  Vienna  would  be  a  good 
model  for  the  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship  to  follow  as  part  of  its  new  program 
to  reach  United  Methodists  all  over  the 
world  (seeUMR,  Dec.  14). 

Active  in  ecumenical  work 

The  Austrian  superintendent  said  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  are  very  active  in  that 
nation’s  ecumenical  movement,  which 
includes  Roman  Catholics  not  as 
members  but  as  observers.  He  said 
Austria’s  Roman  Catholics  are  very  open 
to  ecumenical  cooperation. 

He  also  said  that  Austrian  Catholic 
leaders  recognize  Austrian  United  Meth¬ 
odists  as  full  participants  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  are  fully  aware  of 
conversations  between  the  World 
Methodist  Council  and  the  Vatican. 

Because  of  two  world  wars,  Dr. 
Nausner  said,  Austrian  United  Method¬ 
ists  know  what  it  is  to  “start  over.”  One 
of  their  major  ministries  following  World 
War  I,  he  said,  was  food  distribution  to 
war  victims  and  refugees. 

A  major  work  following  World  War  II, 
he  said,  was  refugee  relief,  which 
included  starting  churches  in  Linz  and 
Salzburg  where  refugees  could  find 
membership  and  start  life  anew. 

The  Austrian  church’s  exemplary  out¬ 
reach  work  today,  he  said,  is  a  home  for 
girls  in  Linz. 


Methodist  ecumenist,  ethicist  and  theolo¬ 
gian,  has  been  named  director  of  the  In¬ 
stitute  of  Religion  at  the  Texas  Medical 
Center  in  Houston. 

Dr.  Nelson,  64.  has  been  professor  of 
systematic  theology  at  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology  since  1965.  He  was 
dean  of  the  theology  school  from  1972  to 
1974. 

Dr.  Nelson  will  direct  the  institute’s 
continuing  education  programs  for  medi¬ 
cal  personnel  and  clergy.  The  institute, 
which  relates  concerns  of  health,  medi¬ 
cal  care,  religious  faith  and  ethics,  has 
ties  to  Baylor  College  of  Medicine,  Rice 
University,  and  the  University  of  Texas. 
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Disobedience  planned 
against  ‘intervention’ 


the  church  today 
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‘Two  Kinds  of  Signs’ 


As  I  have  traveled  the  Conference  I 
have  tried  to  see  as  many  churches 
and  parsonages  as  possible,  at  least 
the  exterior.  When  I  come  to  a  town  I 
look  for  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

In  some  places  that  is  an  easy  task. 
A  sign  on  the  “main  drag”  points  in 
the  direction  of  the  church.  Then  when 
I  get  there  a  large,  easily  read  sign 
proclaims  that  this  is  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

However,  in  some  towns  there  are 
no  signs  to  direct  me.  It  is  difficult,  if 
not  impossible,  to  find  the  Methodist 
Church  without  asking  directions  of 
someone.  Cokesbury  offers  inexpen¬ 
sive  blue  metal  directional  signs  that 
enable  the  traveler,  the  visitor,  or  the 
newcomer  to  find  the  United  Methodist 
Church  quickly  and  easily. 

Some  churches  are  not  properly 
marked  even  if  you  can  find  their 
location.  Recently,  I  found  my  way  to 
what  I  thought  was  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  a  small  town,  but 
there  was  no  confirmation  of  that  by 


way  of  a  lawn  marker.  I  did  finally  see 
a  very  small  sign  on  the  building  itself 
that  marked  it  as  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

One  aspect  of  evangelism,  even  in 
the  smallest  village,  is  to  let  the  world 
know  that  the  church  is  there,  where  it 
is,  and  how  to  get  there. 

I  would  like  to  publish  the  names  of 
every  church  in  the  Conference  that 
has  a  sign  on  Main  Street  that  points 
the  direction  to  the  church  and  that 
has  a  large  visible  sign  on  the  lawn  of 
the  church.  If  you  will  drop  me  a 
postcard  and  let  me  know,  I  will  print 
the  names  of  all  those  churches  in  this 
column. 

Here’s  for  a  wonderful  year  in  1985, 
and  a  prayer  that  everybody,  visitor 
or  newcomer,  will  be  able  to  find  the 
way  to  your  church. 


Church  Placed  on  National  Register 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Lafayette,  Louisiana,  has  been  placed  on  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places  by  the  United  States  Department  of  the  Interior. 
First  Church  is  the  oldest  Protestant  church  in  Lafayette  and  has  been  at  its  present 
location  in  downtown  Lafayette  since  1925. 

The  congregation  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  is  in  the  middle  of  a  restoration 
and  renovation  project  for  the  sanctuary,  social  hall,  and  third  floor  of  this  historic 
building. 

In  the  above  photo,  left  to  right,  Rev.  W.  V.  Sirman,  Associate,  and  Dr.  Dan  W. 
Tohline,  Senior  Pastor,  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Lafayette,  accept  the 
commemorative  plaque  from  Phillip  Lank,  Director  of  the  Department  of  Community 
Development  for  the  City  of  Lafayette. 


International  Lesson  Series 

Believe  and  Receive  Life 


By  DR.  DONALD  G.  EMLER 

John  2: 1-11;  3:  1-21 

Happy  New  Year!  Today’s  lesson  is  on 
newness:  new  wine  and  new  life.  Jesus 
attends  a  wedding  in  Cana  shortly  after 
he  has  called  several  of  his  disciples.  The 
host  runs  out  of  wine,  which  for  a  Jewish 
family  would  be  very  embarrassing 
during  their  celebration.  In  ancient 
symbolism,  the  number  seven  was 
perfect  and  complete.  Six  was  the 
incomplete  number.  The  six  large  empty 
jars  become  a  symbol  for  all  the 
imperfections  of  the  old  Jewish  ways. 
Although  the  host  would  be  embarassed, 
there  is  no  human  life  emergency  in  this 
story. 

Jesus  transforms  the  water  into  wine. 
It  is  not  just  enough  to  get  through  the 
rest  of  the  wedding  week,  nor  is  it  poor 
wine.  Jesus  acted  with  extravagance: 
there  is  too  much  wine  and  it  was  of  fine 
quality.  This  is  a  sign  of  the 
superabundance  of  God's  grace. 

Miracles  in  John's  Gospel  are  signs. 
Here  the  Son  of  God  is  revealed  for  the 
first  time  to  his  disciples.  The  superiority 
of  the  new  message  he  preaches  to  the 
old  way  of  life  is  revealed.  God  gives 
more  to  us  than  we  can  possibly  need  for 
life.  In  the  midst  of  the  emptiness  of  our 
lives,  God  fills  life  with  abundant  love. 

The  familiar  dialogue  between  Jesus 
and  Nicodemus  describes  the  new  life  as 
eternal  life.  Eternal  life  is  the  kind  of  life 


God  lives.  A  person  enters  it  by  loving 
God  and  by  giving  reference  and 
devotion  to  God,  living  in  the  kind  of 
obedience  that  brings  unity  with  others. 

In  John  3:16  we  are  told  entrance  into 
eternal  life  is  by  believing  in  Jesus. 
Believing  in  Jesus  means  several  things. 
First  it  involves  believing  God  is  like 
Jesus  taught  God  to  be  ...  a  God  of  love; 
one  who  cares ;  one  who  acts  for  the  sake 
of  humanity.  It  also  involves  believing  in 
Jesus  as  the  Son  of  God.  We  have  to 
believe  that  Jesus  understood  what  he 
was  teaching  the  people.  And,  we  must 
stake  our  lives  on  the  fact  that  what  he 
said  is  true. 

The  result  of  the  incarnation  was  that 
human  nature  was  shown  in  its  true  light. 
The  Incarnation  has  a  bright  side  of 
salvation  for  those  who  accept  God’s  gift 
of  love  and  a  dark  side  of  self- 
condemnation  for  those  who  reject  the 
gift.  The  key  is  our  freedom  to  choose. 
Those  who  accept  the  light  can  hope  to 
receive  salvation.  Those  who  love 
darkness  instead  of  Christ  face 
condemnation. 

In  this  chapter  we  also  learn  that  the 
opposite  of  believing  (which  involves 
action)  is  not  doubting.  It  is  disobeying 
(cf.  3:36).  In  3:21  we  are  told  that 
whoever  does  what  is  true,  comes  to  the 
light  ...  (to  show)  that  our  works  were 
done  in  obedience. 


Costa  Rica  Workcamp  Set  for  August  1985 


Houston  Pastor  Appointed 
To  First  Church,  Shreveport 


Hinson  Named  Protestant  Hour  Preacher 


Kari  Aamodt.  front,  of  Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church  and  Dan  Carr,  rear,  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Natchitoches,  take  blood  pressure,  temperature  and 
medical  history  of  Indians  before  they  see  the  doctor  or  dentist. 


To  First  Church, 

Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  has 
announced  that  Dr.  John  E.  Fellers,  of 
Houston,  Texas,  has  been  appointed 
Senior  Pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  effective  Jan.  10, 
1985. 

Dr.  Fellers  comes  to  the  historic 
Shreveport  church,  one  of  the  10  largest 
in  Methodism,  from  the  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  Houston,  located  in 
the  Rice  University,  Texas  Medical 
Center  area. 

Before  serving  as  Senior  Pastor  for 
nine  years  at  St.  Paul’s,  Dr.  Fellers  was 
president  of  Lon  Morris  College, 
Jacksonville,  Texas.  Earlier  he  had 
served  as  pastor  of  the  Sunset  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Pasadena,  Texas, 
and  the  Clear  Lake  United  Methodist 
Church,  near  the  Manned  Space  Center 
in  Houston.  Prior  to  that,  he  was  an 
associate  minister  at  St.  Paul’s  Church, 
where  he  now  serves  as  pastor. 

A  native  of  Houston,  Dr.  Fellers 
graduated  from  the  University  of 
Houston  and  Emory  University  (M.Div.) 
and  received  the  Doctor  of  Divinity 
degree  from  Wiley  College.  He  has 
served  as  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  in  the  Texas  Annual 
Conference;  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Methodist  Hospital,  Houston; 
and  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 


Dr.  John  E.  Fellers 

Directors  of  the  Institute  of  Religion  in 
the  Texas  Medical  Center.  In  addition,  he 
was  an  invited  guest  to  the  launchings  of 
Apollo  12  and  Apollo  13  by  NASA. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Bobbie  Jo 
Smith  of  Houston.  They  have  four 
children  and  two  grandsons.  He  is  49 
years  old. 


Rev.  Augie  Aamodt  and  a  number 
of  Louisiana  United  Methodists  will 
work  in  Costa  Rica  August  3-17, 
1985.  They  were  invited  back  by  the 
Methodist  Church,  the  government 
and  medical  society  following  a  very 
successful  venture  in  1984,  which  in¬ 
volved  42  workers. 

In  the  past  twenty  years  Rev. 
Aamodt  has  led  thirty  mission 
projects  with  some  500  Louisiana 
Methodists  involved.  Most  of  the 
projects  have  been  immediately 
after  Christmas,  but  the  1985  work- 
camp  has  moved  to  August. 

According  to  Rev.  Aamodt,  this 
year’s  workcamp  will  involve  con¬ 
struction  of  an  Education  building 
at  the  Methodist  Church  in  Limon, 
Costa  Rica,  which  will  also  serve  as 
a  cultural  center  and  auditorium  for 
the  city. 

In  addition,  there  will  also  be  back 


pack  trips  deep  into  the  Costa  Rican 
wilderness  jungles  to  bring  medical 
care  to  remote  Indian  villages. 
Doctors,  dentists,  nurses  and  strong 
back  packers  are  invited  to  join  the 
workcamp  team. 

Regular  contact  will  be  kept  with 
Louisiana’s  congressmen  and  the 
State  Department  in  Washington 
relative  to  political  problems  in 
Central  America.  Cost  Rica  is  the 
second  oldest  democracy  in  the 
Western  hemisphere  and  is  the  most 
peaceful  and  stable  government  in 
that  area  of  the  world. 

Those  interested  in  participating 
in  the  1985  Costa  Rica  workcamp 
can  receive  further  information  by 
contacting  Rev.  Augie  Aamodt  at 
303  Lakeshore  Drive,  Minden, 
Louisiana  71055,  with  phones:  (318) 
377-1226 and  (318)  377-5510. 


The  lovely  and  adequate  Flowers  Bay  Church,  in  Roatan.  above,  was  dedicated  by 
Rev.  Aamodt  in  1982. 


Founder’s  Day  Celebrated  At  Roberts  DM 


Dr.  William  H.  Hinson,  Pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Houston,  TX 
has  been  selected  as  the  1985  preacher 
for  the  Protestant  Hour.  Dr.  Hinson  was 
selected  for  this  honor  by  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  Committee  on 
Communications,  chaired  by  Dr.  Dan 
Steere.  Rev.  Elwood  Fleming  is  the  Vice- 
Chair  of  the  committee. 

In  1983  Dr.  Hinson  moved  from  First 
UMC  in  Albany,  GA  to  the  pulpit  of  the 
largest  United  Methodist  congregation  in 
the  world.  There  are  more  than  12,000 
members  in  the  Houston  congregation. 

Dr.  Hinson  will  preach  on  the  theme 
“Solid  Living  in  a  Shattered  World.”  His 


book  of  sermons  by  the  same  title  will  be 
published  by  Abingdon  Press.  The 
sermons  will  be  broadcast  from  June  16- 
September  1, 1985. 

A  native  Georgian,  Dr.  Hinson 
received  his  A.B.  from  Georgia  Southern 
in  1958,  his  B.D.  from  Candler  School  of 
Theology  in  1960,  his  S.T.M.  from  Boston 
University  in  1961  and  his  S.T.D.  from 
Emory  University  in  1970. 

Married  to  the  former  Jean  Laird  of 
Hazelhurst,  GA,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hinson 
have  three  children:  Beth,  23,  a  graduate 
student  at  Rice  University;  John,  21,  and 
Cathy,  20,  undergraduates  at  the 
University  of  Georgia  in  Athens. 


Madden  and  Moore 
Highlight  Centenary  Week 

For  the  fifth  year,  January  Study  Week 
promises  to  be  the  highlight  of  the 
Continuing  Education  Programs  at 
Centenary  College. 

The  1985  Study  Week  will  be 
featuring  two  Louisiana  natives,  Dr. 

Myron  Madden  and  Dr.  Mary  Elizabeth 
Moore.  Dr.  Madden  is  presently  serving 
as  Clinical  Professor  of  Psychiatry  at  the 
School  of  Medicine  in  New  Orleans.  In 
addition  to  duties  he  is  a  Pastoral  Con¬ 
sultant  at  the  Department  of  Pastoral 
Care,  Southern  Baptist  Hospital,  a  Diplo¬ 
mat  of  the  American  Association  of 
Pastoral  Counseling;  and  Supervisor  for 
Clinical  Pastoral  Education. 

Even  though  Mary  Elizabeth  Mullins 
Moore  is  presently  in  Claremont.  Cal¬ 
ifornia,  she  has  Louisiana  roots.  Mary 
was  bom  in  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana. 

She  has  been  on  staff  at  the  school 
of  Theology  at  Claremont  since  the  fall  of 
1979.  Dr.  Moore  has  recently  been  named 
Associate  Professor  in  Christian 
Education  and  Theology  at  Claremont. 

She  is  a  Diaconal  Minister  and  brings  her 
expertise  and  experience  to  the  event  in  a 
number  of  areas,  but  primarily  theology, 


Moore 


Left  to  Right:  Mr.  M.  E.  Taylor  and  Mrs. Mary  Boyd  are  shown  receiving  a  plaque 
from  Rev.  Clarence  Hillard  for  their  work  in  ministries  of  the  church. 


Roberts  United  Methodist  Church 
recently  celebrated  its  annual  Founder’s 
Day.  The  church  was  established  in  a  log 
cabin  that  was  also  used  as  a  school  in 
1884.  The  first  congregation  was 
organized  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Reverend  John  Woodward. 

The  building  that  now  stands  is  the 
third  church  building  that  has  been  built. 
The  congregation  is  now  under  the 


leadership  of  Reverend  Clarence  Hillard. 

Through  the  years  the  church  has 
increased  in  membership  with  many 
faithful  workers.  Mrs.  Mary  Boyd  and 
Mr.  M.  E.  Taylor  were  two  members 
honored  on  this  day  for  their  work  in 
ministries.  They  were  presented  with  a 
plaque  by  the  pastor. 

The  celebration  was  attended  by  many 
members  and  guests  in  the  community. 


UMM  Plan  For  Purdue  ’85 


Madden 

human  development,  and  religious 
education. 

Monday  and  Tuesday’s  sessions  will 
feature  Dr.  Madden.  Monday  lectures 
will  cover  Pastoral  Care.  This  will 
include  the  techniques  of  visitation, 
home  visits,  visits  with  the  sick,  and  the 
care  of  families  in  grief. 

The  second  day:  Pastoral  Counseling. 
This  will  include  dealing  with  the  amount 
of  counseling  pastors  should  do,  the 

Wednesday’s  and  Thursday’s  session 
with  Dr.  Moore,  will  be  focusing  on  The 
Formation  and  Transformation  of 
Faith/The  Educational  Challenge. 


Nashville,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  —  “Building 
Men  of  Hope”  is  the  theme  for  the  fourth 
National  Congress  of  United  Methodist 
Men,  to  be  held  at  Purdue  University, 
West  Lafayette,  Ind.,  next  summer. 

More  than  1,300  persons  already  have 
registered  for  the  quadrennial  congress 
and  over  10  people  are  from  Lafayette. 
The  event  is  expected  to  attract  5,000 
men  from  local  churches  across  the 
United  States,  Mexico,  and  the 
Caribbean. 

Featured  speaker  for  the  July  12-14, 
1985,  event  will  be  the  Rev.  Robert 
Schuller,  pastor  of  the  Crystal  Cathedral 
in  Garden  Grove,  California.  Dr. 
Schuller,  a  Reformed  Church  of  Christ 
minister,  is  widely  known  as  a  TV 
evangelist  on  the  syndicated  “Hour  of 
Power”  program. 

The  Rev.  Jimmy  Buskirk,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma,  will  lead  daily  Bible  study  for 
the  all-men’s  event.  Bishop  John  Wesley 
Hardt  of  Oklahoma  will  preach  at  the 


opening  communion  celebration. 

Other  speakers  will  be  the  Rev.  G. 
Ross  Freeman,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction;  the  Rev. 
Evans  Crawford  Jr.,  professor  of  social 
ethics  in  the  school  of  religion  at  Howard 
University,  Washington,  D.C.,  and 
Judge  Gerald  Bard  Tjoflat,  Episcopal 
layman  and  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals, 
Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Forty  workshops  or  “info-sessions  will 
be  offered  to  participants  at  the  Purdue 
conference.  Among  them  will  be  a 
session  on  the  role  of  aviation  as  a  tool  for 
mission  outreach. 

Jim  Snead,  assistant  general  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  Section  on 
United  Methodist  Men,  is  coordinator  of 
the  conference.  Coordinating  the 
conference  in  Louisiana  and  also  a 
member  of  the  National  Planning 
Committee  is  Mark  J.  Solomon  of  As  bury 
United  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette, 
Louisiana. 
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We  should  get  our  stories  straight 


Much  as  we  hate  to  admit  it,  churches 
often  provide  fertile  ground  for  spread¬ 
ing  rumors.  Despite  persistent  efforts  by 
leaders  in  many  denominations  to  stop 
certain  well-known  tales,  they  continue 
to  pop  up  and  be  spread  by  well-meaning 
church  members. 

Three  such  groundless  rumors  have  re¬ 
surfaced  recently  in  various  parts  of  the 
nation: 

•  One  particularly  vicious  rumor  al¬ 
leges  that  the  man-in-the-moon  cor¬ 
porate  logo  of  the  Proctor  &  Gamble 
Company  is  a  satanic  symbol  and  that 
top  Proctor  &  Gamble  officials  secretly 
practice  devil-worship.  During  October 
the  company  received  4,414  inquiries 
about  the  logo,  which  consists  of  a  beard¬ 
ed  man  in  the  moon  looking  at  13  stars. 
The  calls  and  letters  came  from  Califor¬ 
nia,  Illinois,  Nebraska,  Michigan,  Minne¬ 
sota,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  South 
Dakota,  Texas  and  Wisconsin. 

Proctor  &  Gamble  materials  document 
that  the  current  moon-and-stars  logo  was 
registered  in  1882.  It  evolved  from  a 
trademark  designed  so  illiterate  long¬ 
shoremen  could  readily  identify  the  com¬ 
pany’s  shipping  crates. 

The  rumor  is  completely  without  foun¬ 
dation. 

•  A  second  rumor  alleges  that  “Mod¬ 
em  People  Magazine”  is  planning  a 
pornographic  film  entitled  “The  Sex  Life 
of  Jesus."  A  chain  letter  propagating  this 
rumor  urges  that  protest  letters  be  sent 
to  the  Illinois  attorney  general's  office 
since  the  alleged  producer  is  based  in  Illi¬ 
nois.  That  office  has  received  nearly 
1,000  letters  and  calls  a  week  since  the 
chain  letter  started  circulating  in  1980. 
The  state  agency  reports  receiving  let¬ 
ters  from  41  states  and  12  foreign  coun¬ 
tries. 

This  rumor  is  based  on  a  grain  of  truth. 
“Modem  People  Magazine”  reported  in 
1977  that  a  foreign  producer  was  plan¬ 
ning  to  make  a  pornographic  film  about 
“the  sex  life  of  Jesus"  and  solicited  reac¬ 
tions  from  its  readers.  Several  years 
later,  the  magazine’s  editors  wish  they’d 


never  asked. 

The  planned  film  never  got  off  the 
ground,  and  the  Illinois  attorney  gener¬ 
al’s  office  provides  independent  con¬ 
firmation  that  no  such  project  is  planned. 
But  the  letters  keep  coming  —  addressed 
to  an  attorney  general  who  has  been  out 
of  office  four  years. 

•  The  third  and  most  persistent  rumor 
maintains  that  atheist  Madalyn  Murray 
O'Hair  has  petitioned  the  Federal  Com¬ 
munications  Commission  to  remove  all 
religious  broadcasting  from  the  air¬ 
waves.  The  FCC  has  sought  for  nearly  a 
decade  to  convince  people  that  no  such 
petition  and  no  such  threat  exists.  During 
this  time  the  FCC  has  received  more 
than  9  million  counter-petitions,  and  new 
ones  continue  to  arrive  at  a  rate  of  100,000 
per  month. 

When  Christians  uncritically  swallow 
and  then  pass  on  untruthful  information, 
we  undermine  our  credibility  as  truth- 
tellers  and  reflect  negatively  on  the  faith 
we  profess.  We  have  a  responsibility  to 
get  our  facts  straight  before  firing  off  an 
angry  letter  or  telegram  to  protest  some 
reported  “threat”  to  our  religious  beliefs 
or  moral  standards.  As  a  general  rule, 
we  should  be  skeptical  about  protest  peti¬ 
tions  —  including  those  circulated  by 
church  groups.  We  should  refuse  to  sign 
any  petition  that  does  not  list  its  sponsor¬ 
ing  organization(s)  or  any  petition  from 
a  group  we  know  nothing  about. 

When  in  doubt,  seek  additional  infor¬ 
mation.  It  is  better  to  risk  not  joining  a 
legitimate  protest  than  to  waste  our  ener¬ 
gy  and  reputation  fighting  a  non-existent 
threat.  One’s  pastor  is  usually  a  good 
source  of  information.  If  unable  directly 
to  supply  the  needed  information,  he  or 
she  likely  can  suggest  where  to  secure  it. 

United  Methodists  have  an  additional 
resource  for  checking  the  accuracy  of  ru¬ 
mors:  INFO-SERV,  a  national  informa¬ 
tion  gathering  and  disseminating  system 
operated  by  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications.  Its  toll-free  number  is  (800) 
251-8140. 


Here  I  Stand 

Divine ,  human  priorities  not  same 


By  CHARLES  YOUNG 

I  recently  was  led  to  and  through  an  en¬ 
try  in  my  prayer  journal  that  seemed 
genuinely  to  reflect  one  of  the  places  I 
stand  as  a  Christian  pastor  and  person.  So 
I  offer  it  happily,  hoping  to  share  a  bit  of 
light  with  a  sister  or  brother  who  may  be 
standing  in  a  similar  place. 

The  prayer/journal  entry  went  some¬ 
thing  like  this : 

Me :?!?!? !  Shall  I  chuck  it  all  and  go  to 
El  Salvador? 

God:  No. 

Me:  But  .  .  . 

God:  Politics  is  part  of  the  whole.  But  1 
have  called  you  to  vision  the  whole.  It  is 
hard,  hard  work.  You  are  free  to  reject  it, 
play  with  it,  do  what  you  will  with  the 
call.  But  holistic  Christian  visioning, 
organizing,  acting  is  your  calling. 

Me :  You  mean  it’s  that  easy? 

God:  Easy?  No.  Hard,  hard  work,  re¬ 
member?  Has  it  been  easy? 

Me:  Hardly.  And  all  that  freedom  to 
avoid  the  work. 

God:  Yes.  Pretty  ingenious  of  me,  eh? 

Me:  Oh.  So  the  work  I  do  is  truly,  free¬ 
ly  done,  no  matter  how  much  I  may  carp 
about  it. 

God:  Yes. Goon. 

Me:  “A  Time  for  Peace”  is  my  own  top 
priority. 

God:  Why  is  that? 

Me:  WHY?  Who  needs,  “Why?" 


God:  Maybe  you.  Why  is  “A  Time  for 
Peace"  your  own  top  priority? 

Me:  Because  it’s  where  the  action  is, 
where  the  rubber  hits  the  road, 
where  .  .  . 

God:  Oh,  brother. 

Me:  Yes.  I  think  I’m  seeing  more 
clearly  ...  I  think  .  .  .  Oh,  God!  How  can 
I  ever  know  for  stfre! 

God:  Follow  me. 

Me:  Oh,  God! 

God:  Follow  me. 

Me:  This  better  make  sense. 

God:  Follow  me. 

Me:  How?  Where? 

God:  Daily  lectionary  reading,  pray¬ 
er/journaling.  Daily  reading.  Some  so¬ 
cial  action,  narrowing  your  scopes,  sim¬ 
plifying  your  lifestyle,  “going  on  to  per¬ 
fection.”  Remember:  holistic  visioning, 
organizing,  acting. 

Me:  But  what  about  El  Salvador?  Mil¬ 
itarism?  Individualism?  Fundamental¬ 
ism?  Classism?  Oh,  God!  There  must  be 
a  zillion  “isms!” 

God:  Yes,  and  you  even  have  your 
own. 

Me:  Ooh,  that  smarts. 

God:  Yes.  But  you  do.  Name  them. 

Me:  Messiahism.  One-upsmanshipism. 
Egoism.  Reductionism.  Win/lose-ism. 
Whippingboyism. 

God:  A  candid  list.  Which  is  first? 

Me:  That’s  easy.  Messiahism. 


God:  Yes.  That  one  really  has  you, 
doesn’t  it?  It  is  demonic.  Pray  to  me 
daily  for  the  strength  to  lick  it. 

Me:  O,  God,  Dear  God,  Help  me  beat 
my  messianic  demon.  Help  me  instead  to 
follow  You,  to  follow  Christ  as  the  Mes¬ 
siah.  Help  me  to  know  what  Christ  has 
done  for  me  and  for  others  that  we  cannot 
do  for  ourselves  —  and  what  Christ 
expects  of  us  that  He  will  not  do  for  us  but 
has  enabled  us  to  do.  Help  me  be  faithful 
without  being  arrogant  and  too  sure  of 
myself.  Help  me  to  celebrate  beauty  and 
happiness  even  in  the  midst  of  my  own 
and  the  world’s  ugliness  and  sorrow.  Help 
me  to  die  for  what  I  believe  without 
playing  martyr  games.  Amen. 

God:  Good. 

Me:  Thanks. 

God:  Nice  to  talk. 

Me:  Very  nice. 

God:  I  really  do  care  about  El  Salva¬ 
dor. 

Me:  I  want  to  believe  that. 

God:  But  you  don’t. 

Me:  I’m  working  on  it. 

God:  Sounds  O.K.  to  me.  I  even  have 
doubts  myself  sometimes. 

Me:  Good  day. 

God:  Good  Day. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Young,  is  the  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  United  Campus  Ministry,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Alaska,  Fairbanks.  Alaska 
(Alaska  Missionary  Conference ). 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Prayers  needed  to  help  heal  African  land 


Assisting  delegation  to  Nicaragua 


If  the  United  Methodist  delegation  to 
Nicaragua  on  Jan.  14-18  were  reporting 
back  to  you,  what  would  you  want  to 
know? 

The  Council  of  Bishops  lamented  the 
"heightening  tensions  between  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  and  Nicaragua”  at  their  meet¬ 
ing  in  November.  The  bishops  voted  to 
send  a  delegation  “to  meet  with  church 
and  national  leaders  of  Nicaragua,  as 
soon  as  possible  to  act  as  emissaries  of 
peace,  to  determine  humanitarian  ac¬ 
tions  in  which  we  can  participate,  and  to 
recommend  ways  in  which  we  can  sup¬ 
port  the  people  of  Nicaragua.” 

The  delegation's  task  will  not  be  easy 
because  of  highly  polarized  differences 
in  the  way  the  situation  in  Nicaragua  is 
perceived  (see  UMR,  Dec.  14).  Depend¬ 
ing  upon  who  is  speaking,  the  same  Nic¬ 
araguan  leaders  are  portrayed  as  bellig¬ 
erent,  repressive  Marxists  on  the  one 
hand,  or  as  an  appropriate  blend  of  prac¬ 
tical  politics  and  Christian  concern  for 
the  poor  on  the  other. 

United  Methodists  are  likely  to  have 
conflicting  expectations  regarding  how 
the  bishops’  delegation,  and  the  church  it 
represents,  can  “support  the  people  of 
Nicaragua."  Some  believe  the  bishops 
can  best  “support  the  people"  by  affirm¬ 
ing  the  current  U.S.  government  policy, 
which  includes  vigorous  opposition  to  the 
current  Nicaraguan  government  and 
support  for  efforts  to  destabilize  that  gov¬ 
ernment.  Others  believe  a  repudiation  by 
the  bishops  of  the  Reagan  administra¬ 
tion’s  Nicaragua  policies  and  support  of 
the  Sandinista  government  there  is  the 
best  way  to  “support  the  people.  "  Many 
people  who  are  reasonably  well-informed 
are  likely  to  remain  perplexed  and  con¬ 
fused  by  these  competing  claims. 

Some  probably  question  whether  any¬ 
thing  good  can  be  gained  by  such  a  visit. 


This  point  was  made  in  a  recent  letter 
published  in  the  Michigan  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate  after  it  ran  a  series  of  stories  on  a 
trip  to  Nicaragua  by  a  group  of  Michigan 
United  Methodists.  “Certainly  no  six- 
day-wonder  analysis,  pro  or  con,  is  going 
to  convince  me,”  the  letter  writer  said. 
“I  propose  an  immediate  ban  on  all  such 
junkets.” 

We  agree  that  this  delegation  of  bish¬ 
ops  and  other  United  Methodist  leaders 
will  share  with  any  other  such  group  the 
inherent  difficulties  of  gaining  accurate 
information  and  a  broad  perspective  and 
then  of  speaking  afterwards  with  credi¬ 
bility.  Despite  these  obvious  problems, 
we  believe  if  the  bishops’  delegation  re¬ 
members  its  mandate  and  the  diverse 
church  it  represents,  its  visit  can  help 
United  Methodists  gain  a  better  under¬ 
standing  of  what  the  issues  are  in  Nicara¬ 
gua  and  why  American  Christians  should 
be  concerned  about  them. 

Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  head  of  the  bishops’  delegation,  has 
said  he  wants  the  group  to  be  as  open  as 
possible  to  hearing  all  sides.  This  effort 
will  be  assisted  if  members  of  the  delega¬ 
tion  are  aware  of  the  variety  of  questions 
and  concerns  United  Methodists  have 
about  the  situation  in  Nicaragua. 

What  do  you  hope  this  delegation  will 
accomplish  during  its  visit? 

What  questions  would  you  like  to  see 
answered? 

What  do  you  believe  are  the  main  is¬ 
sues  the  delegation  should  explore? 

Send  your  responses  immediately,  ad¬ 
dressed  to  Nicaragua  Delegation,  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275.  All  that  arrive 
by  Jan.  11  will  be  placed  in  Bishop  Min- 
nick’s  hands  before  the  delegation  leaves 
for  Nicaragua. 


To  the  Editor: 

The  people  of  Ethiopia  and  Zimbabwe 
need  food,  and  they  need  knowledgeable 
farmers  to  lead  them,  such  as  those  be¬ 
ing  trained  at  the  Asian  Rural  Institute 
(see  UMR,  Nov.  30). 

More  than  that  they  need  our  prayer: 
for  themselves  and  for  the  healing  of 
their  land  —  their  political  countries, 
yes,  but  more  than  that,  for  healing  of  the 
ground  from  which  they  need  to  get  their 
sustenance. 

Author  Madeleine  L’Engle  relates  in 
her  recent  book,  “And  It  Was  Good,"  that 
she  was  asked,  “how  can  we  pray  for  our 
planet,  with  greed  fouling  the  air  we 
breathe  and  the  water  we  drink?”  She  re¬ 
plied,  “The  only  way  I  know  how  to  pray 
for  the  body  of  our  planet  is  to  see  it  as 
God  meant  it  to  be,  to  see  the  sky  as  we 
sometimes  see  it  in  the  country  in  winter¬ 
time,  crisp  with  stars,  or  to  see  the  land 
with  spring  moving  across  it .  .  .” 

As  I  read  this,  a  vision  sprang  to  my 
mind  of  healing  the  famine  stricken 
areas  of  our  earth,  a  vision  of  nearly  mi¬ 
croscopic  seeds  miraculously  taking  hold 
and  beginning  to  break  up  that  soil  that  is 
as  hard  as  the  caliche  of  our  own  South¬ 
west,  so  that  rain  can  soak  in  rather  than 
run  off.  I  visualized  the  seeds  moving  in 
from  the  edges  of  the  famine  area  to  the 
core  until  the  whole  country  was  again 
fertile  as  it  once  was,  and  Sjjring  could 
move  across  it,  and  people  could  live  on 
it. 

Through  Christ  we  have  the  spiritual 
power  to  heal  this  earth,  the  spiritual 
power  to  empower  the  physical  efforts  of 
humankind.  Would  you  please  join  in  this 
imaging  prayer  of  healing  for  Africa,  and 
for. pur  world? 

Marilyn  M.  Morgan 

Eagle  River,  Alaska 

Revoke  pension  policy 

To  the  Editor  : 

I  am  concerned  by  the  recent  move  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Pensions 
to  limit  its  investments  to  stocks  in  com¬ 
panies  that  do  15  percent  or  less  of  their 
business  in  defense  (see  UMR,  Nov.  30). 
That  is  wholly  illogical.  If  the  defense  of 
the  United  States  if  moraUy  legitimate, 
there  is  no  reason  why  our  church  should 
not  invest  in  defense  contractors,  no  mat¬ 
ter  what  percentage  of  their  total  busi¬ 
ness  is  done  with  the  Pentagon.  If  the  de¬ 


fense  of  the  United  States  is  not  morally 
legitimate,  then  to  invest  in  any  company 
that  does  any  defense  or  defense-related 
business  is  wrong. 

This  move  by  the  Pension  Board  is 
completely  unwarranted,  and  shows  the 
ethical  confusion,  as  well  as  the  histor¬ 
ical  and  theological  confusion,  of  our 
church  in  dealing  with  matters  of  war 
and  peace.  If  our  church  is  abandoning 
its  traditional  commitment  and  becom¬ 
ing  a  pacifist  sect,  it  needs  to  be  a  deci¬ 
sion  made  by  the  whole  church  in  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  and  not  by  a  few  in  leader¬ 
ship  who  intend  to  advance  their  views 
by  fiat. 

In  the  Board  of  Pensions  there  are  hun¬ 
dreds  of  millions  —  billions  —  of  dollars 
at  stake,  far  more  money  than  in  any  oth¬ 
er  part  of  our  national  church.  Such  a 
momentous  decision  on  such  an  impor¬ 
tant  issue  —  involving  as  it  does  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  our  theological  and  historical 
identity  as  mainline  Christians  and  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  —  should  not  be  made  by  a 
few.  The  Pension  Board  should  revoke 
this  decision  and  allow  it  to  be  taken  up  in 
the  next  General  Conference. 

Mark  Rogers 

Scranton,  Kansas 

UM  bishops  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  commend  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops’  support  of  the  Nic¬ 
araguan  people  and  their  recent  action  to 
send  a  delegation  to  Nicaraeua  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  23,  Dec.  14  and  related  edi¬ 
torial  elsewhere  on  this  page) . 

The  Nicaraguan  people  have  long  been 
oppressed,  and  continue  to  struggle  for  a 
more  just  way  of  life.  We,  as  ordinary 
North  American  citizens  who  share  this 
desire,  can  make  our  voices  heard  and 
our  actions  recognized  by  exercising  our 
concern  for  furthering  harmony  and 
peace.  As  Christians,  let  us  stand  and 
work  in  solidarity  with  our  Nicaraguan 
neighbors.  Airin  wheeIer 

Moscow,  Idaho 

Words  contradicted 

To  the  Editor: 

Clinton  Grant  quoted  Bishop  Vega  of 
Nicaragua  as  saying  Sandinista  ideology 
“promotes  and  institutionalizes  vio¬ 
lence”  and  seeks  to  implant  “systems 


that  the  people  have  not  accepted  or 
chosen”  (see  UMR  letters,  Nov.  16).  Con¬ 
cerning  the  latter,  it  would  seem  the  San¬ 
dinista  ideas  and  programs  have  recent¬ 
ly  been  accepted  and  chosen  by  60-70  per¬ 
cent  of  the  people  at  least.  As  to  the  re¬ 
ported  violence,  could  he  be  referring  to 
Nicaraguans  defending  themselves?  And 
one  might  wonder  if  the  bishop  has  made 
any  criticism,  or  even  acknowledge¬ 
ment,  of  the  violence  being  experienced 
as  a  result  of  the  Contra  attacks. 

In  regard  to  the  expulsion  of  the  10  for¬ 
eign  priests,  I  think  we  should  note  that 
that  involved  a  matter  of  one  priest. 
Father  Pena,  providing  arms  and  explo¬ 
sives  to  the  Contras  (and  thus  promoting 
violence).  And  evidence  of  this  activity 
by  Father  Pena  was  shown  nationally  on 
TV  there.  (Ref.  Central  American  His¬ 
torical  Institute,  Georgetown  University, 
August,  1984.) 

I  would  say  Mr.  Grant’s  statements 
would  be  consistent  with  the  thesis  that 
the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  in  Nicara¬ 
gua  has  at  heart  the  good  of  the  country 
and  people  including  “the  least  of  these.” 
But  in  general  in  recent  years  I  just  have 
not  seen  a  confirmation  of  that. 

Ballard  W.  George 

Sunnyvale,  California 

Feminism  enslaves  words 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  visiting  the  Methodist  Seminary 
in  Germany.  A  faculty  member  showed 
me  some  copies  of  the  Methodist  paper 
that  was  produced  and  circulated  by 
Methodists  during  the  Nazi  period  in  Ger¬ 
many. 

I  was  shocked  at  the  adulation  of  Hitler 
in  some  of  the  paragraphs.  The  professor 
explained:  “We  had  to  print  that  stuff. 
Otherwise  we  could  not  have  published  at 
all.”  I  feel  sure  that  had  I  been  a  Ger¬ 
man  living  in  those  days  I  could  not  have 
written  anything.  Nor  could  I  write  were 
I  living  in  a  Marxist-Leninist  Socialist 
country  if  I  were  required  to  adhere  to 


the  party  line  in  vocabulary  and  style. 

But  now  it  has  happened  in  America.  A 
stronger,  more  thorough,  more  enduring, 
tyranny  than  either  that  of  Nazism  or 
communism  controls  what  can  or  cannot 
be  printed.  I  refer  to  what  has  often  been 
called  “the  feminist  movement.”  Wheth¬ 
er  it  is  right  or  wrong,  good  or  bad,  sexist 
or  non-sexist,  its  interpretation  as  to 
what  is  acceptable  allows  no  freedom  to 
write  because  it  dominates  all  publishers 
and  all  editors. 

I  cannot,  as  a  writer,  any  longer  write 
spontaneously.  I  have  to  avoid  with  care 
some  heretofore  classical  English  ex¬ 
pressions.  I  have  to  be  careful  to  leave 
out  or  change  certain  words  that  have 
for  centuries  carried  a  depth  of  devotion¬ 
al  meaning  for  Christians,  because  these 
words  are  now  being  given  a  new  defini¬ 
tion,  carrying  new  innuendos  that  they 
never  had  before  and  are  so  made  forbid¬ 
den  words.  If  I  want  to  be  published  at 
all,  I  must  measure  my  lines  by  a  code 
established  and  enforced  on  all  by  “the 
feminist  movement.” 

As  a  Christian  writer,  I  am  deeply 
grieved  at  this.  I  am  even  further  grieved 
that  I  cannot  disagree  with  this  new  code 
without  having  my  attitudes  misinterpre¬ 
ted. 

As  an  American,  I  am  appalled  at  the 
total  submission  all  give  to  this  tyranny. 
Even  to  protest  means  to  expose  oneself 
to  false  accusations. 

Pat  Shull 

Fairfield  Glade,  Tennessee 

Thanks  for  witness 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  to  the  Reporter  and  John  Love¬ 
lace  for  his  poignant  and  inspiring  story 
headlined  “Unexpected  reunion  gives 
deeper  sense  of  ministry”  (see  UMR, 
Nov.  23). 

What  a  fine  example  of  Christian  wit¬ 
ness  (sometimes  the  bread  is  a  long  time 
returning)  and  what  a  lesson  for  all  of  us. 

Harry  Godshalk 
Gainesville,  Florida 
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My  Witness 

Spiritual  crossroads  sets  path  to  miracle 


By  RICHARD  BURNS 

Twenty  years  ago  I  had  reached  a 
place  in  my  ministry  where  I  felt  that  I 
was  only  going  through  the  motions,  even 
though  they  were  evangelistic  motions, 
was  pastor  of  a  church  and  held  preach¬ 
ing  services  in  other  churches.  People 
were  getting  saved  and  becoming  sancti¬ 
fied.  I  used  all  the  skill  I  could  muster, 
pleading  with  people,  preaching  sermons 
on  hell,  using  whatever  charm  I  had. 

By  all  ecclesiastical  standards  I 
seemed  to  be  a  promising  young  pastor 
on  my  way  “up.”  But  finally  my  pious 
background  caught  up  with  me.  and  I 
found  in  moments  of  self-searching  that 
there  were  still  spiritual  hangups.  Both 
my  wife  and  I  knew  that  I  was  lifting  up  a 
standard  of  “holiness”  I  did  not  possess. 
I  heard  the  saying,  “preach  it  until  you 
get  it,”  but  that  was  not  satisfying.  Final¬ 
ly  I  began  to  doubt  the  miracles  —  things 
were  coming  to  a  spiritual  crossroads. 

Then  our  bishop  appointed  me,  a  hater 
of  Roman  Catholics,  to  a  community  that 
was  85  percent  Roman  Catholic.  My  con¬ 
servative  theological  background  added 
fuel  to  the  fire  of  prejudice  toward  Catho¬ 
lics  that  I  learned  at  home.  Even  though 
things  continued  as  usual  for  a  time  and 
my  church  was  growing,  the  weight  of 
the  ministry  became  very  heavy  on  my 
shoulders.  Just  seeing  a  priest  or  nun  on 
the  street  would  cause  a  self-righteous 
judgmental  hatred  to  build  up  inside  me. 

This  was  a  critical  period,  a  prime 
time  for  God  to  work  an  act  of  love  and 
power  in  my  life.  It  came  in  the  form  of  a 
request  from  my  bishop  to  accompany 
Dr.  Larry  Lacour  and  others  on  an  evan¬ 
gelistic  mission.  Who  could  pass  up  an 
exciting  mission  to  Alaska?  Our  church 


raised  the  funds  to  send  a  layman  and 
myself. 

We  shared  our  faith  with  many,  and  a 
group  of  us  held  the  organizational  meet¬ 
ing  for  a  new  church  in  Sitka.  On  the  wav 
home  we  had  a  brief  layover  in  Juneau, 
and  I  was  invited  to  visit  a  ministerial 
meeting.  There  was  nothing  else  to  do  so 
I  went.  But  when  I  saw  an  Episcopal 
priest  wearing  a  clerical  collar  I  wished 
that  I  had  “stayed  at  home.”  Could  any¬ 
thing  good  come  out  of  a  man  who  wore  a 
clerical  collar? 

The  priest  was  Dennis  Bennett,  and 
when  he  began  to  speak  about  his  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  there  was  such 
joy  and  love.  The  beauty  of  Jesus  just 
radiated  from  him.  He  was  not  bound  by 
fundamentalist  legalism  but  was  free  in 
Jesus.  In  his  testimony  he  told  how  he 
had  been  baptized  in  the  Holy  Ghost  and 
how  the  New  Testament  gift  of  tongues, 
as  well  as  other  gifts,  was  now  a  part  of 
his  life. 

In  the  question  period  one  skeptic  said, 
"...  if  you  speak  in  tongues,  let’s  hear 
you.”  Dennis  replied:  “It  is  a  language  of 
prayer.  Let’s  go  to  prayer  and  see  what 
God  will  do.”  He  prayed  in  English  and  it 
was  halted;  obviously  he  was  choosing 
his  words  carefully  and  thoughtfully. 
Then  he  began  to  speak  in  another 
tongue,  and  it  was  beautiful.  This  was  my 
first  experience  in  hearing  glossolalia. 
When  Dennis  interpreted,  it  was  a  prayer 
of  praise. 

That  evening  when  I  went  to  bed  in  an 
unfurnished  attic,  I  pondered  what  I  had 
heard  and  seen.  This  man  had  a  love  and 
joy  and  was  living  in  a  dimension  of 
God’s  power  that  I  knew  nothing  about. 
As  for  speaking  in  tongues,  my  teaching 


had  been  that  this  gift  was  only  for  apos¬ 
tolic  days  and  had  ended  at  the  close  of 
that  age.  Of  course,  I  had  heard  of  the 
“holy  rollers”  who  worshiped  at  a  high 
level  of  emotionalism.  Using  my  flash¬ 
light,  I  reread  what  Paul  wrote  in  I  Corin¬ 
thians  12,  13  and  14  and  discovered  his 
approval  of  such  an  experience  along 
with  words  of  direction  for  its  use  and 
place  in  the  Body  of  Christ. 

Closing  the  Bible  and  turning  off  the 
light,  I  slid  down  in  my  sleeping  bag  and 
began  to  pray. 

THEN  IT  HAPPENED.  The  Holy  Spir¬ 
it  began  to  swell  up  with  rivers  of  love 
and  joy  flooding  out  from  deep  within 
me,  and  I  began  to  pray  in  the  Spirit  with 
a  new  language  I  had  not  learned.  The 
language  was  fluent  and  beautiful,  and  I 
was  lifted  into  a  new  dimension. 

After  praying  for  perhaps  half  an  hour, 
fear  gripped  me.  Could  I  speak  in  En¬ 
glish  again  —  I  must  stop.  Opening  my 
eyes  I  spoke  the  English  name  of  the  ob¬ 
ject  I  saw,  and  I  knew  after  saying  the 
words  —  ceiling,  floor,  box  —  that  I  could 
indeed  speak  English. 

Becoming  bolder  I  prayed  again,  ”... 
help  me  to  interpret,”  and  another  gift 
was  given.  Speaking  in  tongues  and  then 
interpreting  I  found  it  was  all  praise  and 
adoration  to  God. 

This  experience  in  January  of  1963 
transformed  my  ministry.  I  praise  God 
for  sending  Jesus,  the  Lamb  of  God.  to 
me,  for  taking  away  my  sins,  and  for 
baptizing  me  in  His  Holy  Spirit. 

This  week's  contributor,  Richard 
Burns,  is  pastor  of  First  UMC,  Correy. 
Pennsylvania  (Western  Pennsylvania 
conference). 


New  DAILY  BIBLE  STUDY 
for  Spring 


Daily  Bible  Study 


Now  adults  can  receive  careful  guidance  in  their  Bible 
study  at  home,  at  work,  or  at  leisure  places.  This  1 28-page 
individual  study  book  is  filled  with  daily  readings  based  on 
Home  Daily  Bible  Readings  from  the  International  Lesson 
Series.  Dally  Bible  Study  (new  each  quarter)  provides 
study  for  every  day  of  the  week  and  shows  how  to  apply 
that  study  to  everyday  life,  it  also  includes  a  weekly 
summary  page.  Content  for  spring  includes: 

John:  The  Gospel  of  Life  (continued) 

Unit  3:  Words  of  New  Life 
Unit  4:  Assurance  of  New  Life 


A  v  ■'  .  ' 


Studies  In  Wisdom  Literature 

Unit  1:  Faith  Under  Pressure 
Unit  2:  Looking  for  Life's  Meaning 


Daily  Bible  Study  is  designed  to  help  develop  a  discipline  for  studying  the  Bible  each  day,  to 
provide  biblical  knowledge,  and  to  equip  individuals  for  Sunday  school  and  Sunday  worship. 
Order  one  book  for  each  person!  Order  No.  5115.  51.50 

Satisfaction  guaranteed!  Price  subject  to  change.  Transportation  extra.  Add  sales  tax  If  applicable. 

Please  use  the  curriculum  order  form  In  Forecast  for  your  regular  quarterly  order.  Individual  Items  can  be  ordered  toll  free: 
1-800-672-1 789.  Use  your  Cokesbury  Account.  Call  Monday-Friday,  8-4  Central  time  or  8-4  Pacific  time.  For  information, 
call  Curric-U-Phone  1-800-251-8591  (Tennesseans  call  collect  1-615-749-6482).  Monday-Friday.  8-4  Central  time. 

ORDER  FROM  THE  COKESBURY 
P-21K1MK  SERVICE  CEffTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA: 


© 

Cokesbury 


1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame.  CA  94010 
Phone  415/692-3562 

201  Eighth  Ave..  South  •  PO.  Box  001  •  Nashville,  TN  37202 
Phone  615/749-61 13 


Please  send  _ 


.  copies  of  Daily  Bible  Study  @  $1.50  each.  Order  No.  5115. 


□  Payment  enclosed  □  I  would  like  to  open  a  Cokesbury  Account 

□  Charge  to  Cokesbury  Account  No - - 


(Plesse  print  or  type) 


City/state/zip_ 
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Bicentennial  year,  1984 


Communion  service 
opens  conference 


is  is  in  6 world  parish pluralism  punctuate  Methodism’s  year-long  celebration 


BALTIMORE  —  Leading  the  opening 
communion  service  of  the  1984  General 
Conference  are  Bishop  James  Ault  of 
Pittsburgh.  Bishop  James  Thomas  of 
Canton.  Ohio.  Bishop  Marjorie  Mathews 
of  Sun  Prairie.  Wisconsin,  and  Bishop 
Wilbur  Choy  of  San  Francisco. 

-REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DEBRA  ENNACO 


Minnesotans  present 
Christmas  madrigal 

HIBBING,  Minn.  —  The  scene  —  the 
Charles  Wesley  home  in  Bristol. 
England,  1750  —  is  from  “A  Christmas 
Madrigal  Dinner  in  the  Home  of  Charles 
Wesley.”  In  celebration  of  Methodism’s 
200th  year  in  the  United  States  and  the 
beginning  of  the  Christmas  season. 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  here 
and  nearby  Chisolm  United  Methodist 
Church  recently  combined  talents  to 
present  the  fully  staged  production  to 
capacity  audiences. 

—PHOTO  FROM  MINNESOTA  CONFERENCE 
REPORTER 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  a  reflective 
look  at  1984  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  based  primarily  on  news  and 
feature  stories  from  the  pages  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  during  the 
year. 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

United  Methodists  stepped  into  1984 
determined  to  trumpet  our  national  heri¬ 
tage  —  specifically  the  200th  anniversa¬ 
ry  of  the  American  Methodist  church. 

But  there  was  a  world-wide  “parish” 
waiting  for  us  to  claim  it  just  as  it  had 
waited  for  John  Wesley.  Names  like  Ko¬ 
rea  and  Afghanistan,  Ethiopia  and  Nica¬ 
ragua  crowded  into  our  consciousness, 
our  prayers  and  our  actions  as  a  church. 

By  year’s  end  we  had  sent  several 
hundred  thousand  dollars’  worth  of  emer¬ 
gency  food  and  other  aid  to  the  starving 
persons  in  Ethiopia  and  other  African 
countries.  We  have  received  an  offering 
at  the  urging  of  our  bishops,  seeking  to 
raise  $2.5  million  to  send  still  more  aid. 
And  we  have  heard  a  team,  including 
two  of  our  bishops,  return  from  Ethiopia 
telling  how  “devastating”  the  situation 
there  is. 

We  also  have  heard  from  teams  and 
individuals  who  returned  from  the  politi¬ 
cally  troubled  Central  American  country 
of  Nicaragua.  United  Methodists,  like 
those  from  any  other  large,  diverse 
group,  come  back  from  Nicaragua  divid¬ 
ed  over  which  political  “side”  within 
Nicaragua  or  which  American  policy  to¬ 
ward  Nicaragua  is  best  for  that  country. 
An  official  delegation  authorized  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops  will  go  there  in  mid- 
January  to  seek  its  own  answers  (see 
related  editorial  on  page  2). 

Korea  materials  controversial 

Korea  entered  our  consciousness  in 
1984  in  a  very  quiet  way  as  the  topic  of 
the  regularly-scheduled  interdenomina¬ 
tional  world  mission  studies.  But  some  of 
the  basic  mission  study  materials  them¬ 
selves  proved  controversial  because  of 
an  admitted  "bias”  within  them  critical 
of  some  aspects  of  the  Korean  church. 
Even  the  reality  of  rapid  growth  among 
Korean  Christians  was  not  without  its 
detractors  who  said  some  Koreans  are 
sacrificing  spiritual  depth  for  the  sake  of 
numerical  heights. 

All  those  crises  and  debates  did  not, 
however,  prevent  our  going  ahead  with 
the  Bicentennial  “birthday”  Methodists 


had  planned  on  for  several  years.  Unlike 
any  other  event  in  recent  history,  the 
Bicentennial  was  a  pan-Methodist  cele¬ 
bration,  intended  to  honor  and  involve 
all  those  U.S.  churches  which  spring 
from  the  Methodist  Christmas  Confer¬ 
ence  of  1784. 

One  person  who  lived  the  year-long 
Bicentennial  celebration  in  a  very  per¬ 
sonal  way  is  the  head  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  General  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History.  The  Rev.  Charles  Yrigoyen 
told  the  Reporter  he  thought  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial  brought  some  gains  in  pan-Meth¬ 
odist  cooperation  and  in  denominational 
(United  Methodist)  identification  be¬ 
cause  of  our  study  of  our  own  past. 

Local  churches  celebrate 

Dr.  Yrigoyen  said  his  agency  helped  at 
least  600  United  Methodist  local 
churches  research  parts  of  their  own  his¬ 
tories  as  they  sought  to  participate  in  the 
church-wide  Bicentennial. 

At  the  national  pan-Methodist  level,  he 
said,  dialogues  begun  during  1984  could 
lead  to  many  new  kinds  of  cooperation. 

Dr.  Yrigoyen  was  also  enthused  about 
the  different  ways  United  Methodists 
found  to  record  their  histories  in  1984. 
He  said  new  films,  tapes,  slides,  manu¬ 
scripts  of  dramas  and  musicals,  newspa¬ 
per  and  magazine  articles  and  books 
updated  United  Methodist  history  for 
years  to  come. 

"It  will  be  much  easier  for  those  who 
are  here  to  celebrate  Methodism's  Tri- 
centennial  in  2084  than  it  was  for  us,”  he 
said  with  his  customary  easy  laugh. 

Lovely  Lane  pivotal  spot 

If  any  two  occasions  could  be  called 
the  pivotal  points  of  the  Methodist  Bi¬ 
centennial  year,  they  were  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  in  the 
birth  city  of  Baltimore  in  late  April  and 
early  May  and  the  concluding  Christmas 
Eve  service  at  that  historic  city’s  famous 
Lovely  Lane  UMC,  the  most  logical  site 
Methodism  in  this  country  can  claim  as 
its  actual  birthplace. 

Lovely  Lane  church  itself  was  actual¬ 
ly  the  site  of  three  major  observances  of 
the  American  Methodist  Bicentennial. 
First  was  the  nationally-televised  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve  service  in  1983  which  officially 
opened  the  year-long  celebration.  Then 
there  was  the  Sunday  morning  worship 
service  there  at  mid-point  of  the  1984 
General  Conference,  with  a  standing- 
room-only  crowd  coming  out  in  a  drizzle 
to  hear  one  of  world  Methodism’s  emi¬ 
nent  historians,  the  Rev.  Albert  C. 
Outler,  preach. 

Finally  there  was  the  concluding 
Christmas  Eve  1984  service  there  with 
Bishop  James  S.  Thomas,  president  of 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops, 
preaching.  Interestingly,  the  physical 
survival  of  Lovely  Lane  church  was  at 
least  partially  undergirded  by  the  Gen¬ 


eral  Conference,  whose  delegates  ap¬ 
proved  a  church-wide  offering  for  the 
building’s  restoration.  An  estimated  $8 
million  is  needed. 

Some  actions  debated 

Other  General  Conference  actions 
proved  less  serene.  One  which  provided 
extended  debate  and  even  a  subsequent 
challenge  as  to  its  legality  was  the  deci¬ 
sion  that  self-avowed  practicing  homo¬ 
sexuals  are  not  to  be  ordained  to  the 
United  Methodist  ministry  nor  are  those 
already  ordained  eligible  to  receive  ap¬ 
pointments  from  their  bishops. 

The  challenge  of  this  action  went  to 
the  denomination’s  highest  “court,"  the 
Judicial  Council,  in  October.  The  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  upheld  the  action  but  cau¬ 
tioned  that  homosexuals  already 
ordained  are  entitled  to  due  process  un¬ 
der  church  law  before  being  required  to 
surrender  their  ministerial  credentials. 

In  a  related  action.  General  Confer¬ 
ence  voted  that  candidates  for  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  ministry  must  pledge  to 
’  observe  “fidelity  in  marriage  and  celiba¬ 
cy  in  singleness."  The  church’s  74  annual 
conferences  are  charged  with  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  determining  whether  can¬ 
didates  meet  these  and  other  standards 
for  ordination. 

Another  General  Conference  action 
which  went  to  the  Judicial  Council  for  a 
decision  was  a  report  on  “inclusive  lan¬ 
guage”  which  recommended,  among  oth¬ 
er  things,  that  United  Methodists  avoid 
using  exclusively  male-gender  words  in 
reference  to  God.  The  Judicial  Council 
ruled  that  General  Conference  had  not 
adopted  this  as  official  policy  of  the  de¬ 
nomination  but  as  a  document  for  study, 
along  with  directions  for  implementing 
that  study. 

General  Conference  also  led  the  de¬ 
nomination  toward  its  third  century  by: 

•  Continuing  the  development  and 
strengthening  of  ethnic  minority  local 
churches  as  the  denomination’s  “mis- 
sional  priority”  for  the  next  four  years; 

•  Calling  on  United  Methodists  to  re¬ 
assert  their  historic  “zeal”  in  promoting 
and  observing  abstinence  from  alcohol; 

•  Declaring  that  a  military  draft  by 
any  government  is  incompatible  with  the 
Christian  gospel  in  peacetime  or  in  a 
time  of  war; 

•  Reaffirming  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  as  the  denomination's 
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only  mission-sending  agency,  thus  deny¬ 
ing  official  recognition  of  the  Mission 
Society  for  United  Methodists  which  was 
organized  in  early  1984  by  a  group  of 
United  Methodist  ministers  unhappy 
with  Global  Ministries’  mission  philo¬ 
sophy  and  policies; 

•  Rejecting  a  four-year  study  group’s 
proposal  to  re-order  United  Methodist 
ministry  by  creating  a  permanent  diaco- 
nate  or  ministry  of  service  without  per¬ 
sons  in  that  order  of  ministry  being 
required  to  accept  appointments  by  bish¬ 
ops  and  their  cabinets.  Rather  than  adopt 
this  report,  the  General  Conference  man¬ 
dated  an  ongoing  study  of  United 
Methodist  ministry. 

19  new  bishops  elected 

United  Methodists  were  directed  into 
their  third  century  in  yet  another  way, 
the  election  of  19  new  bishops  during  the 
five  jurisdictional  (regional)  conferences 
in  mid-July.  These  new  bishops  join  with 
27  others  continuing  in  active  office  in 
directing  the  church’s  46  episcopal  areas 
in  this  country  and  seven  central  confer¬ 
ences  overseas. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  assumed  new 
responsibility  in  1984  for  directing  the 
denomination’s  involvement  in  the  ecu¬ 
menical  movement.  This  came  on  the 
heels  of  the  bishops’  study  of  both  the 
World  and  National  Councils  of  Churches, 
reaffirming  United  Methodist  commit¬ 
ment  to  ecumenism  but  with  certain 
safeguards. 

In  late  1984  United  Methodism’s  10- 
person  delegation  to  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  committed  the  denomina¬ 
tion  to  continue  on  a  "quest"  with  eight 
other  denominations  toward  a  uniting 
church.  The  official  “quest”  document 
suggesting  how  church  union  might  come 
about  is  expected  to  go  the  1988  General 
Conference  in  St.  Louis  for  action. 

Bishops  to  lead  peace  study 

The  Council  of  Bishops  at  its  Fall  1984 
meeting,  with  all  19  new  bishops  voting 
for  the  first  time,  agreed  to  lead  the 
denomination  on  a  two-year  program  of 
study  and  action  on  “The  Nuclear  Crisis 
and  the  Pursuit  of  Peace." 

The  59  active  bishops,  including  those 
from  overseas,  said  they  plan  to  call  on 
Methodists  "to  overcome  'nuclear  numb¬ 
ness'  and  engage  in  fresh  theological  dia¬ 
logue  in  the  light  of  the  biblical  mandate 


Susanna  Wesley  look-alike 

BALTIMORE  —  This  Susanna  Wesley 
look-alike  (Mrs.  Sidney  D.  Dillinger,  Mis¬ 
souri)  was  one  reminder  at  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Bicentennial  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Methodism  being  celebrated  in  1984. 
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to  be  peacemakers." 

As  the  year  ended,  peace  was  elusive 
within  the  denomination  as  well  as  else¬ 
where  in  the  world.  The  unofficial  "Good 
News”  evangelical  group  within  United 
Methodism  and  Bishop  Roy  Sano  of  the 
Denver  Area  had  traded  harsh  words, 
some  of  them  personal,  about  what  it 
means  to  live  within  United  Methodism’s 
understanding  of  Christian  pluralism. 
Some  Korean  Methodist  and  United 
Methodist  leaders  were  involved  in  a 
controversy  about  the  appropriateness 
of  current  mission  study  materials  on 
Korea.  United  Methodists  in  Kansas  saw 
church-wide  implications  involving 
health  ministries  in  the  proposed  sale  of 
a  major  UM-related  hospital  in  Wichita. 

1984,  with  its  Bicentennial  emphasis, 
was  a  singular  year.  The  next  time  any¬ 
thing  like  it  will  come  along  will  be 
Methodism's  Tricentennial  in  2084. 
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Modern  riders  follow 
early  circuit  route 

BALTIMORE — In  the  spirit  of  the  Bi¬ 
centennial,  United  Methodist  “circuit 
riders”  rode  from  Kansas  to  the  birth¬ 
place  of  their  denomination,  Lovely 
Lane  Church  here,  arriving  Sunday  May 
6  in  time  to  attend  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence. 

They  began  their  journey  in  early 
March  and  followed  a  route  similar  to 
that  traveled  by  circuit  riders  200  years 
ago. 

They  preached  one  or  two  services 
each  day  along  their  route  to  Baltimore. 
The  Rev  Sidney  D.  Dillinger,  71  (left)  of 
Missouri  said,  “We  had  more  than  a 
hundred  people  come  forward  before  we 
stopped  counting.  A  lot  accepted  Christ 
as  their  Saviour  for  the  first  time.” 

With  Mr.  Dillinger  were  the  Rev. 
Ralph  E.  Jarboe,  37  (right)  of  Kansas  and 
Harry  Sweet,  63,  (center). 
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Cake  aids  celebration 
MARYVILLE,  Md.  —  A  birthday  cake 
in  the  likeness  of  the  90-year-old  building 
of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  was 
part  of  a  celebration  last  summer  which 
marked  both  the  congregation’s  local 
heritage  and  the  Bicentennial  of 
American  Methodism. 

MISSOURI  WEST  REPORTER  PHOTO 


ANNOUNCING.  . . 

A  SOUND 
INVESTMENT 

(UMDF) 

SOUNDS 
EVEN  BETTER 
(IRA) 

Now  the  United  Methodist  Development  Fund  is  offering 
Individual  Retirement  Accounts  that  work  for  your  Church 
while  working  for  you.  Your  money 

•  builds  churches 

•  builds  your  fortune 

•  cuts  your  1984  taxes. 

Send  for  more  information  about  this  new  opportunity  to  do 
something  concrete  for  the  future  of  United  Methodism  while 
earning  benefits  for  yourself. 


Ms  Nova  Langston 

UNITED  METHODIST  DEVELOPMENT  FUND 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  303 -S3 
New  York,  N.Y.  10115 


CITY  _ 


STATE  _ 


The  offering  is  made  by  Prospectus  only,  limited  to  states  where 
the  fund  is  exempt  or  registered.  Call  collect  or  write  for  a  free 
prospectus  and  further  information.  (Phone  212-870-3856) 


Ch  ristm as  Confe ren ce 
A  Bicentennial  portrait 

By CATHERINE 
WISEHEART  WELLS 

In  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-four 

The  preachers  all  gathered  at 
Baltimore 

In  Lovely  Lane  Chapel  on  Christmas 
Eve, 

For  good  John  Wesley  had  given  leave 

To  Sir  Thomas  Coke  to  ordain  a  man 

Who  could  lead  the  Methodists  in  the 
neic  land. 

Freeborn  Carrettson  spread  the  news 

That  Francis  Asbury  was  the  one  to 
choose. 

The  men  rode  miles  in  that  long  ago 
day 

Through  rain,  snow  and  sleet,  some 
people  say ; 

For  ten  days  they  struggled  both 
morning  and  night; 

The  rules  and  the  rituals  had  to  be 
right. 

When  finally  it  ended  with  men  tired 
and  worn. 

They  all  celebrated  —  a  new  church 
was  born. 
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Missionary  blazed  some  trails 
riding  horseback.  Jeep  in  Cuba 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  story  about  an 
unusual  United  Methodist  clergywoman 
is  considered  timely  in  light  of  the  Bicen¬ 
tennial  of  American  Methodism  which 
will  conclude  later  this  month. 

By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

A  young  Methodist  preacher  in  knee- 
high  boots  and  riding  pants  topped  by  a 
black  raincoat  secures  a  Bible  in  a  sad¬ 
dlebag,  then  swings  up  onto  the  big 
horse.  As  the  soft  rain  mounts  to  a  down¬ 
pour,  horse  and  rider  disappear  down  a 
muddy  trail  toward  the  first  of  several 
circuit  points  scattered  across  the  plains. 

This  scene,  which  took  place  in  Cuba  in 
the  early  1940's,  is  typical  of  American 
Methodism  in  an  even  earlier  day.  Not  so 
typical  is  the  rider  —  the  Rev.  Leora 
Shanks. 

As  a  missionary  t<^  Cuba  from  1940  to 
1960  under  the  Womert’s  Division  of  the 
Methodist  mission  board,  Ms.  Shanks 
rode  horseback  to  the  various  small  huts 
serving  as  preaching  points  on  her  rural 
circuit.  Even  after  she  got  a  Jeep,  Ms. 
Shanks  continued  to  ride  horseback  when 
rains  made  roads  impassable  —  at  least 
seven  months  of  the  year. 

Pioneered  on  vehicle 

“I  rode  horseback  day  and  night  the 
first  17  years  I  was  in  Cuba.”  Ms.  Shanks 


told  the  Reporter  in  a  recent  interview. 
“You  couldn’t  drive  or  even  walk  during 
the  rainy  season.  In  fact,  I  was  the  first 
one  even  to  try  to  take  a  vehicle  into  that 
area,”  she  said. 

Upon  her  arrival  in  Cuba,  Ms.  Shanks 
was  made  a  local  preacher  in  the  Cuban 
Methodist  Church  for  two  years,  then  or¬ 
dained  a  deacon.  Four  years  later  she 
was  ordained  an  elder  —  almost  a  decade 
before  Methodists  in  the  U.S.  approved 
the  ordination  of  women. 

In  Costa  Rica  from  1961  to  1975,  after 
the  Castro  government  curtailed  her 
work  in  Cuba,  Ms.  Shanks  was  the  first 
Women’s  Division  missionary  to  be  a 
member  of  an  annual  conference.  Then 
in  1968,  she  became  the  first  woman 
district  superintendent  in  Latin  America. 

Family  tradition  continued 

Ms.  Shanks  has  continued  a  family 
tradition  closely  interwoven  with  the  his¬ 
tory  of  Methodism  since  the  mid-1700’s. 

She  comes  from  a  long  direct  line  of 
Methodist  preachers  which  goes  back  be¬ 
yond  the  beginning  of  American  Method¬ 
ism.  The  first  Rev.  Shanks  in  Ms. 
Shanks’  family,  her  great-great-great 
grandfather,  was  converted  in  Ireland  by 
a  Scottish  preacher  sent  to  Dublin  by 
John  Wesley.  In  1767,  Mr.  Shanks 
brought  his  family  to  South  Carolina 


where  he  and  other  Irish  Protestants 
received  grants  of  land. 

Ms.  Shanks’  great-great-grandfather, 
great-grandfather,  and  grandfather 
were  Methodist  preachers  in  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  and  Texas.  Ms.  Shanks’ 
father,  the  Rev.  Fletcher  Edgar  Shanks, 
his  twin  brother,  and  a  younger  brother 
became  Methodist  preachers  in 
Oklahoma. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Ms. 
Shanks  is  the  only  one  of  her  generation 
in  the  family  to  answer  the  call  to  preach 
and  the  fact  that  she  has  never  married, 
the  Shanks  name  continues  beyond  her  in 
the  United  Methodist  ministry. 

Standing  before  a  wall  of  photos  in  the 
Dallas  retirement  center  apartment 
where  she  has  lived  during  the  past  two 
years,  Ms.  Shanks  beamed  as  she  pointed 
out  “my  sons  and  my  grandchildren.” 
She  explained  how  she  signed  papers  of 
“adoption”  for  her  three  “sons”  and  how 
each  had  escaped  from  Cuba  in  the  early 
days  of  the  Castro  regime. 

One,  the  Rev.  John  Shanks,  officially 
took  the  Shanks  name  when  he  received 
American  citizenship.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  United  Methodism’s  Rio 
Grande  Conference  16  years  and  is  serv¬ 
ing  a  church  in  Alamo,  Texas. 

The  other  two  sons  also  continue  the 
ministry  tradition,  though  not  the  Shanks 
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DALLAS  —  The  Rev.  Leora  Shanks,  retired  United 
Methodist  missionary  who  comes  from  a  long,  direct 
line  of  Methodist  preachers,  stands  in  her  apartment 


here  before  a  wall  of  photos  of  “my  three  sons”  and 
their  families. 

REPORTER  PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


name.  The  Rev.  Saul  Espino  is  a  member 
of  United  Methodism’s  Florida  Annual 
Conference  and  is  serving  a  three-year 


Efforts  made  to  clarify  Korea  church  situation 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Four  United  Methodist  missionaries  in 
Seoul,  Korea,  and  two  Korean  Methodist 
leaders  have  expressed  concern  that  the 
controversy  over  the  1984-85  ecumenical 
mission  study  book  on  Korea  being  used 
in  the  U.S.  may  be  creating  some  false 
impressions  (see  UMR,  Oct.  5). 

Over  a  two-week  period,  they  have 
written  letters  to  the  Reporter  saying 
they  want  to  make  two  points  clear: 

(1)  Missionaries  assigned  by  United 
Methodism's  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  to  South  Korea  are  not  uni¬ 
formly  opposed  to  the  study  book,  “Fire 
Beneath  the  Frost.” 

(“Fire”  is  the  main  study  book  pub¬ 
lished  by  Friendship  Press  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Churches  of  the  U.S.  The 
Rev.  Gene  Matthews,  United  Methodist 
missionary  whose  office  is  in  the  Korean 
Methodist  headquarters  building,  said 
UM  missionaries  in  Korea  are  a  diverse 
group  who  hold  differing  opinions  about 
many  things,  including  the  value  of  the 
book  which  focuses  on  the  struggles  of 
Koreans  to  overcome  various  forms  of 
oppression.) 

(2)  Korean  Methodists  are  not  unhappy 
with  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  New 
York-based  staff  or  with  Peggy  Billings. 

(Ms.  Billings  is  head  of  the  board’s 
World  Program  Division  and  the  editor 
of  “Fire  Beneath  the  Frost.”) 

The  Rev.  Choon  Young  Kim,  head  of 
the  Korean  Methodists’  Board  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  Evangelism  and  Social  Responsi¬ 
bility,  wrote:  “We  are  deeply  proud  of 
our  long  relationship  with  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  ...  We  are 
grateful  for  the  support  of  the  board  in 
the  total  life  of  our  church  and  are  re¬ 


sentful  of  attempts  by  anybody  to  drive 
wedges  between  this  relationship.” 

Reporter  articles  criticized 

The  main  agents  of  confusion,  accord¬ 
ing  to  some  of  the  letter  writers,  were 
two  articles  appearing  in  the  Sept.  28 
and  Oct.  5  issues  of  the  Reporter. 

The  first  article  described  the  pheno¬ 
menal  numerical  growth  of  the  church  in 
Korea.  It  cited  several  criticisms  of  Ko¬ 
rean  churches  and  their  growth  which 
have  appeared  in  U.S.  church  publica¬ 
tions.  And  it  quoted  some  Korean  Chris¬ 
tians  and  missionaries  in  Korea  on  their 
reaction  to  those  criticisms. 

The  Oct.  5  story  reported  on  unhappi¬ 
ness  with  the  study  book  expressed  by  a 
number  of  missionaries  and  Korean 
Christians.  Thousands  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  groups  are  expected  to  use 
the  study  guide  in  1984-85. 

Also  in  the  Oct.  5  story,  both  the  editor 
and  publisher  of  the  study  book  ex¬ 
plained  why  they  thought  it  was  valid  to 
focus  on  the  "cutting  edge”  of  the  Kore¬ 
an  church  instead  of  giving  a  more  com¬ 
prehensive  overview.  Critics  of  “Fire 
Beneath  the  Frost”  say  it  tells  about  only 
one  aspect  of  the  Korean  church  and 
neglects  to  educate  mission  study  partic¬ 
ipants  about  what  the  majority  of  the 
church— a  much  less  social  action-ori¬ 
ented  segment— is  doing. 

Missionaries  divided 

Several  letter  writers  from  Korea  this 
month— after  receiving  delayed  (boat- 
mail)  copies  of  the  two  Reporter  issues— 
took  exception  to  the  quoting  of  a  group 
of  Korea-assigned  missionaries  who  at¬ 
tended  a  missionary  conference  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  last  summer. 


By  reporting  those  missionaries’  dis¬ 
pleasure  with  "Fire  Beneath  the  Frost” 
and  not  quoting  other  missionaries  who 
are  strongly  supportive  of  the  study 
book’s  approach  and  its  focus  on  minjung 
(peoples’)  theology,  the  Reporter  created 
the  impression  that  all  missionaries  op¬ 
pose  the  book,  some  letter  writers  said. 

After  receiving  the  letters  from  Korea 
critical  of  the  Reporter  articles,  the 
newspaper’s  Editor,  Spurgeon  M.  Dun- 
nam  III,  and  this  writer  talked  by  tele¬ 
phone  last  week  with  two  of  the  letter 
writers  in  Seoul.  Also  contacted  were 
two  missionaries  at  the  Pennsylvania 
conference,  as  well  as  some  other  U.  M. 
leaders  familiar  with  Korea. 

A  common  agreement  among  them  is 
that  U.  M.  missionaries  have  been  quite 
divided  for  years  on  the  issues  raised  in 
“Fire.”  Acknowledging  that  descriptions 
tend  to  be  over-simplified,  several  per¬ 
sons  told  the  Reporter  that  one  segment 
of  missionaries  in  Korea  identify  more 
with  the  "pietistic,"  church-growth-ori- 
ented  majority  among  Korean  Metho¬ 
dists  while  another  segment  identifies 
more  with  Korean  Methodists  who  are 
active  in  working  against  various  forms 
of  oppression  in  their  society. 

Persons  holding  both  views  told  the 
Reporter  that  many  of  the  "old-style” 
missionaries  like  the  ones  at  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  conference  who  object  to  the 
study  book  are  retiring  or  nearing  retire¬ 
ment.  Some  persons  on  each  side  also 
cast  aspersions  on  the  appropriateness 
of  the  style  of  ministry  of  missionaries 
on  the  other  side. 

The  Reporter  asked  Mr.  Matthews,  a 
missionary  in  Seoul,  why  he  and  some  of 
the  other  letter  writers  interpreted  the 
Reporter  articles  as  suggesting  that  Ko¬ 


rean  Methodists  don’t  appreciate  their 
relationship  with  United  Methodists 
through  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
when  those  articles  did  not  quote  any¬ 
body  saying  that. 

New  mission  agency  factor 

“It’s  possible  we’re  being  too  defen¬ 
sive,”  Mr.  Matthews  said.  But  the  forma¬ 
tion  in  the  U.S.  last  year  of  an  unofficial 
alternate  missionary-sending  agency 
called  the  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists  has  a  lot  of  persons  very  con¬ 
cerned,  he  said.  “When  we  saw  the  (Re¬ 
porter)  stories,  we  felt  they  would  be 
used  by  some  to  tear  down  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  (the  UMC’s  official 
missions  agency)  and  to  support  the  new 
Mission  Society,”  he  said. 

"We  cherish  our  current  relationship 
with  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,” 
wrote  the  Rev.  Jae  Joon  Lee,  executive 
secretary  to  the  Korean  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops.  “We  are  particularly 
proud  of  Peggy  Billings,  a  dear  friend 
who  served  faithfully  as  a  missionary  in 
Korea  and  has  now  been  called  to  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  high  leadership  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

Mr.  Lee  told  the  Reporter  he  had  not 
seen  the  Reporter  articles  but  he  had 
been  told  that  the  quotes  of  him  in  those 
stories— in  which  he  criticized  the  study 
book— might  serve  to  undermine  the  re¬ 
lationship  between  Global  Ministries  and 
the  Korean  Methodist  Church.  He  de¬ 
clined  to  say  who  told  him  that. 

Mr.  Lee  said  that  while  he  stands  by 
his  quoted  comments  about  the  short¬ 
comings  of  the  study  book,  he  does  not 
wish  to  say  or  do  anything  that  would 
damage  relations  with  Global  Ministries. 


Two  unofficial  groups  offer  Korea  study  supplements 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
Unofficial  groups  in  two  U.S.  denomin¬ 
ations  have  put  out  supplemental  mate¬ 
rials  to  the  1984-85  ecumenical  study  on 
Korea. 

The  Good  News  caucus  of  United 
Methodist  "evangelicals”  and  Christian 
Mission  Awareness  Inc.  (a  volunteer 
group  of  members  of  the  Disciples  of 
Christ)  are  offering  separate  packets  of 


supplemental  materials  for  local  church 
groups  studying  Korea. 

The  primary  criticism  of  the  main 
study  book,  “Fire  Beneath  the  Frost,”  is 
that  it  tells  little  about  the  majority  of 
the  Christian  church  in  Korea  (see  relat¬ 
ed  story  above  and  UMR,  Oct.  5). 

Preparation  of  supplemental  materi¬ 
als  was  suggested  by  Peggy  Billings,  the 
editor  of  “Fire,”  to  a  group  of  dissatis¬ 


CLASSIFIED 

THE  BOARD  OF  DISCIPLESHIP-opening  for 
Editor,  POCKETS  Magazine.  The  Upper  Room. 
Please  contact  Office  of  Personnel.  P.O.  Box  840, 
Nashville.  TN  37202  or  call  615-327-2700.  Ext  485 

A  THOUGHTFUL  GIFT  for  the  lonely  and  elderly 
Warm,  witty  personalized  letters  sent  monthly.  Send 
$12  —  one  year's  subscription.  News  from  Nancy. 
Route 5.  Box  838,  Brookhavcn.  MS  39601 

PECANS  FOR  YOUR  FUND  RAISING  PROJECT. 
Call  toll  free.  1  '800  )  841-4350.  Orchard  Pecan 
Company.  P.  O  Box  727.  Albany.  GA  31702 

THEOLOGY :  CANDLER  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY , 
Emory  University,  invites  applications  for  the 
position  of  Director  of  Advanced  Professional 
Studies.  This  administrative/faculty  appointment 
entails  leadership  of  the  D.  Min.  and  other  advanced 
professional  degrees,  and  one-half  time  teaching  in 
some  area  of  the  curriculum.  Particular  attention 
will  be  given  to  candidates  with  competence  in  the 
field  of  Church  leadership  and  Administration.  A 
three-year  renewable  term  is  anticipated,  but  both 
term  and  academic  rank  are  negotiable  depending 
upon  the  candidate's  experience  and  qualifications. 
Deadline:  February  1,  1985  Send  resume  or  direct 
inquiries  to  Prof.  Gene  M  Tucker.  Chair,  Search 

FOR  SALE:  LEADED  STAINED  GLASS 
WINDOWS.  Good  condition,  varying  sizes  and 
shapes  Call:  (919)  438-8791  Write  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Henderson,  NC  27536 

GROWING  FLORIDA  CHURCH  SEEKS 
DIRECTOR  of  Christian  Education  to  give  guidance 
to  developing  CE  program  Congregation  very 
anxious  and  supportive  Box  5706,  Titusville.  FL 
12783 

SAINT  PAUL  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY  ( Graduate ) 
United  Methodist  Seminary.  Kansas  City.  MO. 
Opening  for  President  in  Mid-85  Opportunity  to 

Committee,  Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University.  Atlanta,  GA  30322.  Emory  University  is 
an  Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Action 
Employer 

2 1st  Century  Informational  packet  available.  Salary- 
negotiable  AA/EOE.  Contact:  Bishop  W.  T  Handy 
Jr.,  Chair  Presidential  Search  Committee,  5123 
Truman  Road.  Kansas  City,  MO  64127. 

NEEDED  IMMEDIATELY  :  Registered  Nurses 
Red  Bird  Hospital.  Beverly.  KY  40913  <606>  598-5135 

1850  MEMBER  GROWING  suburban  church  in  Ft. 
Lauderdale,  FL,  seeks  full-time  person  with  degree 
in  Christian  Education  and  experience  Salary 
negotiable  Send  resume  and  picture  to  Plantation 
United  Methodist  Church  at  1001  NW  70th  Avenue. 
Plantation.  FL 33313 

NEW  PUBLICATION  —  MID-WINTER 
FESTIVALS:  Anthology  of  Poems,  Stones,  Legends, 
including  a  commentary  on  the  origin  of  our  mid¬ 
winter  celebrations  Send  $10  50  postpaid,  to  Family 
Heritage  Ent.,  1220  Thomas  Drive,  Champaign,  IL 
61821 

POSITION  OPEN  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR:  South 

Central  Jurisdiction.  Applications  may  be  received 
from  the  Jurisdictional  office,  6155  Samuell  Blvd., 
Dallas.  TX  75228  Telephone  (214  )  321-7077 
Attention:  S.  Duane  Bruce.  Deadline  for  receiving 
applications  January  2. 1985 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WANTED  FOR  SOUTHEAST 
Oklahoma  church  College  degree,  some  experience 
preferred  Salary  $12,000,  housing  provided.  Contact 
(405  )  286-2286 

EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH  MINISTER  to  serve  on 
pastoral  team  in  1500  member  U.M  Church  in  sunny 
Scottsdale,  Arizona  $25,000  package.  Send  resume  to 
4t40  Miller  85251 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 

Youth  Ministries  position  is  open  in  a  multi-staffed 
church  of  750  members.  Salary  range  is  $16,000  to 
$18,000  plus  a  furnished  parsonage  Send  resume  to: 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  AFTER  JANUARY  1,  1985 

Search  Committee,  Russell  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  P  O  Box  335.  Wills  Point  .  TX  75169 

Downtown  church  of  1350  members,  250  Sunday 
School,  8  full-time  staff  members,  growing 
congregation  with  beautiful  facilities.  Salary 
negotiable  Central  Florida,  near  Disney  World  For 

VISIT  CHINA,  HONG  KONG  AND  MANILA.  17  days 
May  20-June  5,  $2,385  Interior  USA  Gateways.  For 
brochure  Chinese  Overseas  Christian  Mission.  Box 
310.  Fairfax.  VA  22030  <  703 1  273-3500 

United  Methodist  Church,  P.  O.  Box  819,  Winter 
Park,  FL  32790 

PIPE  ORGAN.  WHITE  oak  case,  mechanical  action. 
Suitable  for  home  or  small  church  •  817 )  536-0090 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN'S  MINISTRIES  lor 
growing  downtown  church  with  active,  responsive 
congregation.  Musical  skills  desirable  but  not 

PIPE  ORGAN  FOR  SALE  lliilgi  en-Lane 

instrument  with  Schantz  Console.  Can  be  heard  and 
inspected  Price  is  negotiable.  United  Methodist 
Temple  P  O  Box  3435.  Port  Arthur  TX  77640 

education  Multiple  staff  situation.  Salary 
negotiable,  with  benefits  Contact:  Kathleen  Jones, 
Box  1666  Austin  TX7B7K7 

CHURCH  IN  GROWING  RURAL-SUBURBAN  area 
north  of  Washington,  D  C.,  with  membership  of 
about  800.  seeking  full-time  Director  of  Christian 
Education  to  coordinate  educational  ministry. 
Salary  $16,000  ( negotiable )  with  3  bedroom  home  and 
utilities  provided  Contact:  Oakdale  Emory  U.M.C., 
3415  Emory  Church  Road.  Olney,  MD  20832 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  United  Methodists,  Inendsand 
families:  It's  time  for  Affirmation!  Write  P  O  Box 
1021,  Evanston.  IL60204 

fied  United  Methodist  missionaries  last 
summer.  She  said  her  book,  published  by 
Friendship  Press  for  ecumenical  study, 
was  not  intended  to  provide  a  compre¬ 
hensive  overview  of  Korean  churches 
and  particularly  not  of  Methodists  there. 

Both  supplemental  packets  offer  a 
bibliography  and  special  papers,  relying 
heavily  on  former  U.S.  missionaries  to 
Korea  and  on  Korean  Americans. 

The  Disciples  group  lists  mainly  pub¬ 
lic  media  sources  such  as  Time  and 
Newsweek  magazines  and  also  articles 
in  the  independent  “evangelical”  maga¬ 
zine,  Christianity  Today. 

Good  News  advocates  the  use  of  three 
books  by  what  generally  are  regarded  as 
“liberal"  publishers:  “The  Christians  of 
Korea”  (Friendship  Press),  “Protestant 
Pioneers  in  Korea”  (Orbis  Books)  and 
“Song  of  the  Soul:  In  Celebration  of  Ko¬ 
rea"  (Friendship  Press). 

“Balancing”  not  all  negative 

The  special  articles  provided  by  the 
Good  News  caucus  generally  support 
“Fire”  as  providing  an  illuminating  look 
at  the  segment  of  South  Korean  Chris¬ 
tians  actively  working  for  change  in  a 
society  filled  with  much  repression. 

The  Rev.  James  Han,  native  of  Korea 
and  pastor  in  the  East  Ohio  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  has  written  for  the  Good  News 
packet  a  short  history  of  missionary 
work  in  Korea.  "The  Korean  church  has 
been  fortunate  in  having  missionaries 
who  identified  themselves  with  native 
Christians,  and  who  labored  together  for 
the  growth  of  the  church,”  he  writes. 

Also  the  Rev.  Jack  Aebersold,  a  UM 
missionary  to  Korea  in  1955-75,  wrote 
“Balancing  the  Book”  which  critiques 
the  major  themes  of  “Fire  Beneath  the 
Frost.”  Two  of  his  major  criticisms  are: 
"To  cast  suspicion  on  the  motives  and 
methods  of  the  pioneer  missionaries  .  . 
and  to  look  at  them  through  20th  century 
insights  is  unfair,  unscholarly  and  ungra¬ 
cious.”  The  social-political  liberation  of 
societal  systems  in  South  Korea  “is 
stressed  so  profoundly  that  the  personal, 
spiritual  redemptive  aspect  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  is  obscured  and  submerged.” 

The  Disciples  group  stresses  a  concern 
that  the  official  study  book  concentrates 
on  repression  in  South  Korea  to  the  vir¬ 
tual  exclusion  of  references  to  problems 
in  North  Korea. 


assignment  as  a  U.S.  Army  chaplain  in 
Germany. 

Also  a  member  of  the  Florida  confer¬ 
ence  is  the  third  son,  the  Rev.  Razziel 
Vazquez,  pastor  of  a  Spanish-speaking 
United  Methodist  church  in  Miami. 

Swimming  helps  stiff  knee 

Ms.  Shanks  is  still  busy.  She  leads  de¬ 
votions  each  week  at  the  retirement  cen¬ 
ter.  Three  times  a  week  she  goes 
swimming.  This,  she  says,  helps  a  knee 
made  a  little  stiff  from  her  circuit-riding 


days  —  from  shifting  gears  on  the  jeep. 

As  Methodism  moves  into  its  third 
century,  Ms.  Shanks  looks  back  over  one 
chapter  of  its  history.  She  is  writing  a 
book  about  the  “Sugarcane  Parish”  she 
served  for  17  years  as  a  circuit  rider  in 
Cuba. 

Chapter  heads  such  as  “In  the  begin¬ 
ning,  God,”  “Going  out  not  knowing 
whither,”  and  “Sojourner  in  a  strange 
land”  echo  not  only  Ms.  Shanks’  own 
story  but  that  of  her  family  and  the 
Methodist  church  which  it  so  closely 
parallels. 


Arms  talk  prayers  asked 


Prom  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  —  Prayers  by  United 
Methodists  around  the  world  in  behalf 
of  arms  talks  in  early  January  between 
the  United  States  and  Soviet  Union  are 
being  called  for  by  the  denomination’s 
chief  social  action  agency. 

In  a  statement  released  Dec.  17,  the 
president  and  chief  staff  executive  of 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  urge 
individuals,  families  and  congregations 
to  pray  for  the  success  of  the  talks 
scheduled  Jan.  7-8  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

U.S.  Secretary  of  State  George  P. 
Shultz  and  Soviet  Foreign  Minister 
Andrei  Gromyko  are  expected  to 
discuss  the  subject  and  objectives  of 
new  negotiations  covering  militari¬ 
zation  of  space,  strategic  nuclear  arma¬ 
ments  and  medium-range  weapons  in 
Europe. 


In  their  statement,  Bishop  William 
Boyd  Grove  of  Charleston,  W.Va.,  and 
Haviland  C.  Houston  ask  families  to 
pray  at  mealtime  each  evening  for 
world  peace,  the  Geneva  sessions  and, 
particularly,  for  Mr.  Shultz  and  Mr. 
Gromyko.  Local  churches  are  asked  to 
pray  for  the  talks  each  time  they  gather 
between  now  and  Jan.  7,  and  to  spend  a 
special  time  in  prayer  during  worship 
and  church  school  classes  on  Jan.  6. 

“We  have  often  lived  in  the  past  with 
the  notion  that  war  is  the  continuation 
of  negotiations  by  other  means,” 
Bishop  Grove  said.  “It  is  time  we 
changed  that  notion  so  that  diplomacy 
and  negotiation  replace  war. 

“Let  us  seriously  pray  for  Mr.  Shultz 
and  Mr.  Gromyko  to  have  the  will  ahd 
patience  to  negotiate,  as  well  as  the 
necessary  skills,  wisdom  and  courage.” 


4 Peace 9  remains  elusive 


Pat  Patterson,  who  oversees  mission¬ 
ary  work  in  Korea  for  United  Metho¬ 
dism’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  told  the  Reporter  that  critics 
of  “Fire  Beneath  the  Frost"  are  operat¬ 
ing  under  the  mistaken  notion  that  the 
book  is  all  of  the  study.  The  many  arti¬ 
cles  on  Korea  this  year  in  the  board’s 
magazines,  New  World  Outlook  and  Re¬ 
sponse,  "were  not  happy  accidents,”  she 
said.  Rather,  they  are  part  of  the  overall 
package  of  study  materials  which  were 
intended  to  be  studied  along  with  “Fire,” 
she  said.  And  the  "Song  of  the  Soul”  book 
recommended  by  Good  News  is  part  of 
the  official  study  materials. 

More  realistic  view  sought 

A  Korean-American  minister  who  is 
an  elected  director  of  the  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries,  the  Rev.  Hae-Jong  Kim, 
wrote  to  the  Reporter  strongly  encour¬ 
aging  study  groups  to  use  "Fire”  but  also 
to  include  some  kind  of  supplements. 

Dr.  Kim,  a  district  superintendent  in 
the  Northern  New  Jersey  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  said  he  personally  knows  and  high¬ 
ly  respects  the  authors  of  “Fire”  who  are 
mostly  Koreans  in  the  United  States. 

But  the  "meaningful  and  stimulating” 
book  may  require  a  much  more  sophisti¬ 
cated  background  on  Korea  than  most 
readers,  including  study  teachers,  are 
likely  to  have,  he  said. 

"As  a  result,  I  have  seen  many  stu¬ 
dents  (of  the  Korea  mission  study)  go 
away  with  a  horrible  view  of  Korea,”  he 
said.  Most  people  have  a  view  of  Korea 
distorted  by  watching  the  "M*A*S*H” 
TV  show,  Dr.  Kim  said,  "and  to  add  only 
the  depressive  stories  about  Korea’s  con¬ 
tinual  oppressions  does  not  help  them  to 
have  holistic  or  realistic  views  of  mod¬ 
ern  industrial  Korea.” 

The  Global  Ministries  director  said  he 
believes  study  groups  need  to  use  supple¬ 
mental  materials  so  they  will  know 
about  and  learn  from  not  only  the  “cut¬ 
ting  edge”  of  the  Korean  church  but  also 
from  the  "growing  edge.” 

Persons  on  all  sides  concerning  the 
official  study  book  emphasized  to  the 
Reporter  that  controversy  about  the 
book  should  not  deter  United  Methodists 
from  spending  time  this  year  getting  to 
know  the  remarkable  story  of  Korean 
Methodists  and  their  setting. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


By  WALTER  N.  VERNON 

“Peace  I  leave  with  you;  my  peace  I 
give  to  you,”  declared  Jesus  Christ  in  his 
last  supper  with  his  disciples,  in  what  is 
called  his  “farewell  discourse.”  But 
peace  seems  far  away  from  us  in  our 
times  —  personally,  nationally,  and 
universally. 

Many  individuals  seem  driven  to  seek 
peace  —  or  at  least  satisfaction  — 
through  frantic  pleasures  and  thrills. 
Nations  seek  their  fulfillment  through 
aggression  and  strife.  Our  world  lives  in 
an  uneasy  truce,  punctuated  by  small 
wars  in  various  corners  of  our  planet. 
Even  religions  and  churches  compete 
with  each  other  and  deny  their  common 
humanity  under  God  with  those  whose 
faith  is  somewhat  different. 

Yet  we  fail  to  believe  that  “all  who  take 
the  sword  will  perish  by  the  sword” 
(Matthew  26:52).  Alan  Geyer  charges 
that  “It  has  taken  some  time,  even  for 
the  churches,  to  realize  that  peace¬ 
making  has  less  to  do  with  weapons  .  .  . 
than  with  human  beings  and  their  attitudes 
toward  other  human  beings.”  He  continues 
by  insisting  that  peace  can  come  only 
when  it  is  based  on  justice  —  and  that 
justice  “insists  on  the  need  for  radical 
social  change  on  behalf  of  oppressed 
peoples”  (Quarterly  Review,  Summer, 
1984,  pp.  72,  74). 

Bishop  James  K.  Matthews  stresses 
the  same  point:  “.  .  .  Both  justice  and 
peace  must  be  addressed.  Matters  of 
race,  hunger,  exploitation,  poverty, 
international  economics,  ecology,  and 
technology  are  intermingled  constantly 
with  the  peace  issue”  (Ibid.,  Spring, 
1984). 

Bishop  William  R.  Cannon  in  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Address  at  the  1984  General 
Conference  declared : 

“War  is  malignant  ...  We  are  the 
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disciples  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  .  .  .  The 
church’s  message  to  the  world  is  that  any 
nation  that  selfishly  tries  to  preserve  its 
national  existence  by  military  means 
alone  is  bound  to  lose  it,  while  those 
nations  that  give  themselves  unselfishly 
to  the  saving  of  their  people  and  human¬ 
ity  will  by  divine  grace  achieve  an 
exemplary  place  in  history  and  become 
an  earthly  model  of  the  kingdom  of  God.” 

John  Wesley  was  convinced  that  one 
mark  of  the  new  birth  in  a  Christian’s  life 
was  the  “peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding.”  Wesley  elaborated 
thus:  “And  it  is  a  peace  which  all  the 
powers  of  the  earth  and  hell  are  unable  to 
take  from  him.  Waves  and  storms  beat 
upon  it,  but  they  shake  it  not;  for  it  is 
founded  upon  a  rock.  It  keepeth  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  the  children  of  God 
at  all  times  and  in  all  places.  Whether 
they  are  in  ease  or  in  pain,  they  are 
happy  in  God.  In  every  state  they  have 
learned  to  be  content ...  So  that  in  all  the 
vicissitudes  of  life  their  ‘heart  standeth 
fast,  believing  in  the  Lord’.” 


GUERRILLAS  OF  GRACE: 

PRAYERS  FOR  THE  BATTLE 
by  Ted  Loder 

A  true  banquet  of  tough, 
beautiful,  funny,  honest, 
grace-filled  prayers  to 
lighten  your  heart, 
challenge  your  mind, 
and  shape  your  life. 

Write  or  call: 

(619)  570-1948 
10227  AutumnView  Lane 
San  Diego.  CA  92126 

LURAMEDIA'“ 


We  Can  Help! 


AGENCY 

SERVICE 

A  Division  of  the 

United  Methodist  Communications  Council 

Let  us  help  you  design  and  produce 
professional  quality  promotional 
materials  and  programs— in  print, 
film  or  sound— at  prices  well  below 
those  charged  by  conventional  ad¬ 
vertising  agencies. 


•  Annual  Conferences 

•  Children's  Homes 

•  Retirement  Homes 

•  Boards  of  Pensions 


•  Local  Churches 

•  Schools  A  Colleges 

•  Seminaries 

•  Hospitals 


Now,  in  a  new  association  with  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  we  have 
strengthened  our  service  capabili¬ 
ties. 

Address  inquiries  to: 

Jack  McGee  Don  Small 

P.O.Box  7127  P.  O.  Box  660275 

Dallas.  Texas  75209  Dallas,  TX  7520041275 
Pb.  (214)  741-2098  Ph.  (214)  6304495 


